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The  Great  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  the  World. 


Gross  Assets 
$56,356,332 


Assets  in  U.  S. 
$9,703,581 


H.  W  EATON,  Rtsident  Manager.  ^-^k^ 

G.  W.  HOTT.  Deputy  Managet.         ^^ 

■a*  nsum,  mw  tobk,  omo,  hartiahk,  pkiwbtitahu,  ww  tastt, 

tnUXk,  DEUWlBIi  DMTBier  or  COICBBU,  TIRamA,  W.  TIBSOOA, 
a.  ClBOUlli,  TESIIISSIB,  B.  ClBOLDIi,  DNTCCXY,  ABUKU8, 

GENERAL  AGENTS. 

ALBANY :  James  Hshdrioc. 

d  X  BOSTON :  G""-"  *  Eastman 

CHARLESTON  I  C  T.  Lowndbs  &  Co. 

CINCINNATI)  J.M.D«Camp 

NEW  JERSEY  t  D.  Sitrm  Wood. 

PHILADELPHIA!  Atwooo Smith 

Richmond  :  Davbnpobt  ft  Co. 


ILLINOIS. 

MICHIGAN,  IOWA. 

WISCONSIN.    MINNESOTA, 

MISSOURI,   KANSAS,  NEBRASKA, 

COLORADO.   DAKOTA     MONTANA, 

ITTAH,    WYOMING.     AND    HEW      MEXICO 


W.  a  WARREN,  Resident  Secretary. 
GEO.  H.  MOORE,    I ._,.  ,       .    , 
JOHN  V.  THOMAS.  J  *••»  S«cretafle». 


iOV 


VX// 


ESTABLISHED  1836 


ENTERED  U.  S.  1848 


The  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  United  States  Branch  on  the  31st  of  December,  1898,  in  accordance  with 
the  laws  of  the  State  of  Hew  York,  is  as  follows: 

ASSETS $9,703,581.65 

LIABILITIES 4,857,665.56 

SURPLUS $4,845,916.09 

As  an  illustration  of  the  Company's  practice  In  mainteining  its  Assets  in  the  United  States  in  years  of  excessive 
loss,  the  following-  flfeures  may  interest  policyholders:  . 

Year.  Assets  Jan.  1.  Income.  E.vpendltiire.  Excess  of  Expcimlture. 

1871    $3,054,361  $3,163,901  $5,122,653  $1,958,752 

1872    3,640,450  3.733,101  4,448,999  751,898 

1873 4.163,290 

Thus  showing  JSxceaa  of  Expenditure  in  the  two  years  of $2,710,650 

And  Increase  of  Assets  in  the  same  time  of 1,110,939 

Progress   of   the   United    States    Branch  :— Net  Fire  Premiums:    1848,   $4,519;   1858,    $471,988; 

1868,  $1,739,620;  1878,  $2,422,126;  1888,  $3,928,010;  1898,  $4,979,422. 

LOSSES.— The  amount  paid  in  satisfaction  of  Fire  Losses  in  the  United  States  in  the  course  of  51  years  ia  $74,824,918. 

This  large  sum.  in  conjunction  with  the  growth  of  the  Company's  business,  evinces  the  confidence  ot   tht  public  and  the 

faithfulness  witn  wliich  the  Company's  losses  are  adjusted  and  paid. 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT  ESTABLISHED  1852.  CHAS.    D.    HAVEN,    Residenit   Secretary. 

Chief  Office,  4!i!i  California  Street,  San  Francisco.  C.  MASON  KINNB,  Assistant  Secretary. 

SPECIAL     AGENTS: 

ED.  G.  SPROWL,  R.  G.  BRUSH,  JOHN  W.  GUNN,  FRED.  L.  HAVEN,  THEO.  SUMMERLANU 
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PHCENIX 

INSURANCE     COMPANY 


OF     HARTFORD 


Cash  Capital 
$2,000,000.00 


Assets  Jan'y  1, 1899 
$5,511,407.71 


HEl^BEf?T    FOIlGEf^,    ]V[anager 


DIXWELL  HEWITT,   Asst.   Manager 


32S     GAKIFORNIA     STRRRO^, 


San    F^ranclsGO. 


(i) 


'^^'^'§^'=^  COAST  REVr'Eir  ADVERTrSING  DEPARTMENT  ^^&^^^ 

PHCENIX  ASSURANCE  COMPANY— PROVIDENCE-WASHINGTON  INSURANCE  CO. 


Phoenix 

Assurance 

Company 


Of  London 
Established  1782 


Providence- 
Washington 
Ins.  Co. 


Of  Rhode  Island 

Incorporated  1799 


BUTLER  &  HALDAN,    General  Agents  for  Pacific  Coast 

B.  C.  Dick,  Agency  Superintendent 
41^  California  Street  :  San  Francisco 

Helvetia  Swiss  fire  insurance  company 

Of    ST.    GALL 

CAPITAL,         ....        $  2,000,000.00 
Losses  Paid  since  organization,      1 1,635,487.00 

^WISS     iVi2.rine     insurance  Companies  Combined 

CAPITAL,       .       .       .      $4,ooo,ooOoO(Q) 


SYZ  dc  CO,,    General   A&ents 

301   California  Street,  :  :  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


i^  1^  i^  i^  ^=^  iS 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


THE  PENNSYLVANIA 

FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY  of  Philadelphia. 

Incorporated  1825 


ASSETS, 

January  Jst,  1899: 

$5,230,036.00 


,^j^ti'J*^^^5^^^ 


NET  SURPLUS, 

January  1st,  1899: 
$2,300,163.00 


Om-  of  tlie  OLDEST  and  STRONGEST  Fire  Insurance  Offices  in  the  United  States. 
Office  Pacific  Coast  Department:  4-36  CALIFORNIA  STREET,  San  Francisco. 

T.  EDWARD  POPE,  Manager. 
R.  W.  OSBORN,  Assistant  Manarfer.        H03IER  A.  CRAIG,  General  Adjuster. 

SPECIAL  AGENTS:— Cliester  Deering,  .1.  H.  Clinkscales,  Voiney  Howard,  S.  P.  Mesick. 

FIEE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


OF     HAMBURG.     GERMANY 


ORGANIZED     1854 


Capital  and  zAccumiilations, 

Assets  in  the  United  States,  January  i ,  iSgg, 

Surplus    "         "  "  " 

Losses  Paid  in  the  United  States,  over 


$^,000,000.00 

1 ,6oo,6)2.co 

yoy,^oo.co 

1 1  ,yoo,coo.oo 


RUDOLPH    HEROLD,    JR., 


General  Agent  Pacific   Department 


HARRY    C.    BOYD. 

Ass't   General   Agent 


415    California    Street 

San    Francisco 


COAST  RE  VIE  11^  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


^TThe  MAGDEBURG 
FIRE  INSURANCE 
COMPANY 
transacts 
NO  Marine. 
Life  or  Accident,  but 
FIRE  Insurance 

Business  ONLY. 


MAGDEBURG 

FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


OF    MAGDEBURG,    GERMANY 


Capital $      3,750,000.00 

Assets  January  i,  1S99 8,108,481.48 

Prem.  Income  since  organiza'n  (54  yrs)  170,352,752.39 
lyosses  Paid  since  organization  (54  yrs)  113,205,839.50 
Assets  United  States  Department    .  .  919,089.58 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT:     QUTTE  &  FRANK,  Managers, 

^  303  California  Street,  San   Francisco. 


Magdeburg  Fire  Ins.  Co., 

OF     NEW    YORK. 

Assets $287,048.83 

GUTTE   &,   FRANK,   Managers, 

303  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


Wilhelnia  of  Magdeburg 


General  Insurance  Company 

(  MARINE.  ) 

Assets,  January  i,  1899, 


),813,751.45 


1  Associated  Assurance  Companies,  Ld. 

Munich  Assurance  Co..       Alliance  Assurance  Co. 

Of  Munich  ( L'd)  Of  Berlin  (L'd) 

JOINTLY  and  SEVERALLY  LIABLE. 

Assets,  January  i,  1899, $10,454,215.21 


i^  These  Marine  Com- 
panies insure  Vessels, 
Freights,  Cargoes,  Treas- 
ure, Profits,  Registered 
Mail  and  Express  Matter, 
to  and  from  all  parts  of 
the  World,  and  make 
their  Policies  payable  at 
places  required  by  as- 
sured. 


GUTTE    So    FRANK,    Managers, 

303  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


^^'=^^^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^S^^ 

NATIONAL  LIFE 

INSURANCE  COMPANY 

OF  MONTPELIER,  VT. 

CHARLES  DEWEY,  President,         J.   C.  HOUGHTON,   Vice-Pres.  OSMAN  D.  CLARK,  Secretary. 

BECAUSE 

It  grants  solid  protection  upon  mutual  plans. 


It  is  incontestable  after  two  years  from 
date  of  issue. 


''^rrHM-uov^ 


It  guarantees  most  liberal,  endorsed  extended 
insurance,  cash  and  paid-up  values. 


NET    ASSETS      •     $1S  SOO  000  00     ^*  '^'^"  ^^  "^^^  "*  collateral  for  loans  with  the  Com- 
'     '  »        '        •  pany,  up  to  the  limit  secured  by  the  guaranteed 

cash  value. 


G.  M.  STOLP, 

Manager    Pacific   Coast, 


It  places  no  restrictions  on  residence  or  travel. 


It  is  not  prejudiced  by  any  occupation  after 
Crocker  Buildine  SAN  FRAHCISCO  two  years  from  date  of  issue. 

/IN  \     STOCK  COMPANY  INCORPORATED  1SH4  ^ 

i 

/»> 
/«> 

t 

ti(\  OF   CALIFORNIA. 

'^                                                                                                  =r= 
/> 


Home  Mutual  Insurance  Co. 


^  FINANCIAL   STANDING   OF   THE   COMPANY   ON    JANUARY    1,    1899. 

%         ASSETS $978, 161  92 

/{v        Liabilities 343,162  80 

%  Surplus  Funds  for  Policyholders $634,999  00 

^         Capital  (fully  paid  in  gold  coin) 300,000  00 

Net  Surplus,  over  Capital  and  all  Liabilities  ....  $334,999  00 


I 

4  COMPARATIVE    STATEMENT. 

/)^  TEAR  INCOME  ASSETS  SURPLUS  NET  SURPLUS 

*  1890    ....  $389,97^  00  $821,517  00  $5U,S84  00  $2U,S84  00 

^  1895    ...    .    370,180  00  897,554  00  617,896  00  '  317,896  00 

«(i  1898    ....    480,400  00  978,162  00  634,999  00  334,999  00 

4>  __^ 

I  HOME    OFFICE:  COMPANY'S   BUILD.NG, 

/|S  318  California  St.,         San  Francisco. 

<ft 

/|^  WM.  J.  DUTTON,  President  STEPHEN  D.  IVES,  Secretary 

^  F.  W.  LOUQEE,  Vice=President  FRANKLIN  BANGS,  Ass't  Secretary  «S 

\^  ^^ 


i^  :^  iS  i:^  i^  iS 
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Insurance  Company 

NEW   YORK 

HENRY  B.  STOKES,  President 

^   » 

THE  NEW  POLICY  GUARANTEES 

EXTENDED  INSURANCE 

PAID=UP  VALUES 

AND 

LOANS  AT  5% 

\GENTS  WANTED  IN  UNOCCUPIED  TERRITORY 
JOHN  LANDERS,  Manager  S.  W.  Pacific  Dep't,  240  Montgomery  St.,  S.  F. 

HEALTH    AND    ACCIDENT    INSURANCE 

PIIINEAS  C.  L  0  UNSB  UB  Y,     /  LM^^si^  *1.^^^^^"  KIMBALL   U.   A  T  WO  OD, 

President.  ^  ^  -^  ^'^'^f  ^'-'^^^^Zr  ^/ytl'^^  Secretary. 

OF    NEW    VORK. 

ASSETS,  July   1,   1899 $  727,291.02 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders 349,243.69 

CLAIMS  Paid,  over 3,000,000.00 

HEALTH    AND    ACCIDENT    POLICIES. 

The  Best  Insurance  j    The  Easiest  Insurance 

FOR  BUSINESS  and  FOR  AGENTS 

PROFESSIONAL  MEN  TO  SELL 

8^"  Liberal   Commissions   and  Renewal   Contracts  to   Good  Men. 

Address — 
P.citk  Coast  Department  THOS.    GODWIN, 

Mills  Building 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  Manager. 


i^  i^  iS  i^  i^  i=S 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


ORGANIZED    A.   D.   IS  17 


FIRE    ASSOCIATION 


OF     PHILADELPHIA. 


STATEMENT  OF  ASSETS,   JANUARY   1st,    1899. 


Gross  Assets 
Policyholders'  Surplus 


WESTERN    DEPARTMENT, 

CHICAGO.   ILL. 

OFFICE,  171-173  Jackson  St.,  Royal  Insurance  Bldg 


^6,^22,284.91 
^1,864,94^.79 

W.  H.  CUNNINGHAM,  Manager. 
HENRY  W.  BUSH,  K^^,^  j^^ 
J.  M.  BECK,  i 


State  Agent  for  California,  Arizona,  Nevada  and  Hawaiian  Islands. 

.       ^  219  Sansome  Street,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  Cal. 

Manager  city  department. 


T.  C.  SHANKLAND 
JNO.  D.  RICHARDS 

E.J.LOUIS Special  Agent  for  California,  Arizona  and  Nevada. 

F.  J,  ALEX.  MAYER.  .   .  State  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  PORTLAND,  Ore. 

DAN.  L.  WEAVER.  .   .   .  Special  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  SPOKANE. 

F.M.AVERY..    .....      Special  AgentlorColorado.Wyoming.Montana,  UtahandIdaho,DENVER,Colo. 


Financial  Standing,  January  I,  1899,  of  the 

Philadelphia  Underwriters 

COMPOSED    OF    THE 

Insurance  Co.  of  North  America  |   Fire  Association    of    Philadelphia 

FOUNDED,  A.  D.  1817 


FOUNDED,  A.  D.  1792 

CASH  CAPITAL $  3,000,000  00 

Total  Assets 10,206,489  00 

Total  Liabilities,  except  Capital     4,679,933  00 


Surplus  as  to  Policyholders  .   .    $.j,5::6,i,56  00 
COMBINED  ASSETS, 


CASH  CAPITAL |   500,000  00 

Total  Assets 6,322,285  00 

Total  Liabilities,  except  Capital  .    4,457,339  00 


Surplus  as  to  Policyholders    .    .  $1,864,946  00 

^16,528,774  00 


SURPLUS   TO  POLICYHOLDERS, 


^  7,391,502  00 


Western  and  Pacific  Coast  Depaktment, 
Chicago,  Illinois. 


W.  H.  CUNNINGHAM,  Manager 

^'^^"^.^..^^""•[Ass't  Managers 


J.  M.  Beck, 


T.  C.  SHANKLAND,  State  Agent  for 

CALIFORNIA,   Arizona,   Nevada  and   the   Hawaiian  Islands. 

John  D.  Richards,  Manager  City  Department, 
219    SANSOME    STREET.  ---_-_ 


SAN    FRANCISCO. 


F.  J.  ALEX.  MAY'ER,  State  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  Portland,  Ore. 
dan.  L.  weaver,  Special  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  Spokane. 
F.  M.  AVERY,  Special  Agent  for  Montana,  Utah  and  Idaho,  Denver,  Colo. 
E.  J.  LOUIS,  Special  Agent  for  California,  Nevada  and  Arizona. 

(7) 
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'M 


London  &  Lancashire 


Fire    Insurance    Company, 


Of  Liverpool,  Eiii^ 


Subscribed  Capital, 

Cash  Assets, 

Assets  in  United  States, 


$10,637,500 
7,183,600 
2,815,688 


Norwalk  Fire  Insurance  Co*, 


Of  Norwalk,   Connecticut. 


Capital,    .     $200,000.00        Assets,    .     $540,354.00 


English  -American 
Underwriters, 

Assets,        ......  $3,356,042 


The  State  Fire  Ins*  Co*,  L'd, 

Of  Liverpool.  England. 

Capital, 
.3.--jgs..gsW  Assets  in  United  States, 


$5,000,000 
320,957 


The  Netherlands  Fire  Ins*  Co*, 


Of  The  Hague,  Holland. 
ESTABLISHED     1845. 


Capital, 

Assets  in  United  States, 


$1,600,000 
631,367 


PACIFIC     COAST     DEPARTIVIENT, 
315     Montgomery    Street,  :  :  :  :  San   Francisco. 

WM.    MACDONALD,  Manager, 

D.   E.   MILES,   Ass't  Manager. 


j3jSfSfSr§f§  COAST  REV/EIV  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 


|^rovicler^((^avif^g§  ^i|^ 
^^§sarar^Ge^oGie(cj 

OF"  IMEZW  YORK. 

Edward  W.  ScottF^esident. 

Succe 9  9PUL  Agents.and GvENTuc Mc N  Seexinq  RcMoNE BAT ivE  Business  Connections. 
MAV  Apply  TO  THE  Head  Or tice.or  any  or  The  Society's  General  AciEMTs. 

CARL    C.    GROSS, 

Manager  for  CALIFORNIA  and  NEVADA. 
Rooms  709=13  Claus  Spreckels  Building. 

riarket  and  Third  Sts.,  San  Francisco. 

.. -.sv^-orj:: -j;^ -jj^jfa?-^^^  .  Writing  Large  Lines  of  Desirable  Business 

lis  PALATINE 


INSURANCE  CO,,  Ud, 

_         Of  AlniKjliester,  England. 

Eesoiirces,  Security  to  Policyholders,  over     -      ■     $9,300,000.00 
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Our   Digest    of    Recent    Insurance    Decisions. 

FIRE. 
Premium        Provision  in  a  premium   note 
Note.  that,  if  it  is  not  paid  at  matu- 

rity, entire  premium  shall  be  considered 
earned,  and  policy  shall  be  null  and  void, 
so  long  as  note  remains  past  due  and  un- 
paid, is  valid  and  binding-,  and  policy  is 
unenforceable  if  note  is  not  paid  at  matu- 
rity or  prior  to  loss. — New  Zealand  Ins. 
Co.  V.  Maaz,  53  P.  R.  213. 

Unpaid        Suit  on  a  premium    note,    con- 
Note.  taining  an   agreement  that,    so 

long  as  the  note  remains  past  due  and  un- 
paid, the  policy  shall  be  considered  void, 
does  not  vraive  the  right  to  insist  on  a  for- 
feiture of  the  policy  so  long  as  the  note 
remains  unpaid. — Same. 

Deliueiy  of        Where   company   agrees   to 
Policy.  make  and  deliver   policy   of 

insurance  within  reasonable  time,  and 
nothing  as  to  terms  and  conditions  of  in- 
surance is  left  open,  copy  of  policy  need 
not  be  filed  with  the  complaint  in  an 
action  to  recover  for  loss  accruing  before 
delivery  of  policy,  as  the  policy  is  not  the 
foundation  of  the  action. 

Waiuer  by        Where   company    agrees    to 

Refusal.  make     and     deliver     policy 

within  reasonable  time,  and  nothing  as  to 

terms  of  insurance  is  left  open,  and  it  re- 


fuses to  issue  policy  after  loss,  it  is  not 
necessary  that  complaint  should  be  special 
and  show  compliance  with  conditions 
precedent  of  policy,  as  said  conditions 
wei'e  waived  by  such  refusal. 

Surplusage.  In  an  action  on  an  oral  con- 
tract to  insure,  vphere  nothing  is  said  as 
to  payment  of  the  premium,  and  a  credit 
is  contemplated  between  the  insurance 
agent  and  insured,  an  averment  that  the 
premium  was  paid  is  surplusage,  since 
payment  is  unnecessary  to  give  right  of 
action. 

Oral  Con-        A    court    of    equity,    having 
tracts.  jurisdiction  to  compel  specific 

performance,  will  enforce  an  oral  con- 
tract for  policy  of  fire  insurance,  and  ad- 
judge damages  on  loss  as  though  policy 
had  been  issued,  and  suit  had  been 
brought  on  it  for  loss,  since  tlie  effect  is 
the  same  whether  suit  is  on  contract  for 
a  loss  under  the  risk  or  for  breach  of  con- 
tract for  not  insuring,  as  loss  i^  the  meas- 
ure of  damages. 

Agent's  Lim-        An     insurance     company, 
itation.  like    an     individual,     may 

limit  the  authority  of  its  agents,  and 
where  direct  notice  of  such  limitation,  or 
any  notice  which  a  prudent  man  is  bound 
to  regard,  is  brought  home  to  the  assured 
he  is  bound  by  it,    and    relies   upon    any 
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act  in  excess  of  such  limited  aut-hority  at 
his  peril. 

Intent  May  In  determining  whether  pre- 
be  Shown.  mium  for  policy  was  to  be 
credited  or  paid  in  cash,  previous  dealings 
between  same  parties  in  similar  transac- 
tions are  admissible  to  show  intent. 

Agent's  An  agent  authorized  by  com- 
Waiuer.  pany  to  accept  risks  and  to 
collect  premiums,  and  having  power  to 
make  valid  parol  contract  to  insure,  may 
waive  cash  payment  of  premiums. 

Waiver.  Where,  in  a  case  in  which 
neither  fraud,  nor  error,  nor  subsequent 
knowledge  and  ratification  by  the  com- 
pany are  alleged  or  proved,  the  assured 
signs  a  contract  in  which  he  embodied 
the  "iron  safe  clause,"  and  accepts  and 
retains,  until  a  loss  occurs,  a  policy  in 
which  said  clause  is  embodied  and  which 
has  printed  on  its  face  a  condition  to  the 
effect  that  no  officer,  agent  or  represent- 
ative of  the  company  shall  have  power  to 
waive,  or  be  deemed  to  have  waived  any 
condition  of  the  policy,  unless  such  waiver 
shall  be  written  upon  or  attached  there- 
to, the  assured  is  bound  by  such  clause, 
as  by  a  promissory  warranty  and  by  such 
limitation  upon  the  authority  of  the 
agent.  And  the  knowledge  being  thus 
brought  home  to  him  that  the  agent  with 
whom  he  was  dealing  was  without  author- 
ity, verbally,  to  waive  such  clause  and 
such  condition,  a  verbal  waiver  alleged 
to  have  been  agreed  on,  by  such  agent, 
contemporaneously  with  the  exemption 
of  the  written  contract,  even  though 
proved  without  objection,  by  parol  evi- 
dence, does  not  bind  the  company. — 
Murphy  v.  Royal,  La.  S.  C. 


A  Year's  Insurance  Decisions. 
PROOFS. 

Conditions  in  policy,  limiting  time  with- 
in which  proof  of  loss  must  be  made  and 
action  brought,  are  applicable  solely  to 
the  owner  of  property  insured,  as  dis- 
tinguished from  the  mortgagee. — C. 
R.,  p.  62. 

Demand  by  company  for  reference  to 
apppraisers,    according    to    provision    of 


policy,  constitutes  waiver  of  proofs  of 
loss,  whei'e  appraisers  are  to  view  the  loss 
themselves,  and  adjust  damages.  —  C. 
R.,  p.  117. 

DEPRECIATION. 

The  burden  of  proving  depreciation  of 
buildings  rests  on  the  insurer  under 
valued  policy  law. — C.  R.,  p.  60. 

WAIVER. 

Prompt  denial  of  liability  is  waiver  of 
proofs.— C.  R.,  p.  292. 

Where  proofs  of  loss  are  returned  solely 
on -ground  that  policy  had  been  canceled 
for  non-payment  of  premium,  all  other, 
objections  thereto  are  waived.— C.  R., 
p.  292. 

General  agent  of  company,  having  full 
power  to  issue  policies  and  receive  pi*e- 
miums,  has  authority  to  waive,  notwith- 
standing provision  in  policy  that  agent 
shall  have  no  power  to  waive  any  condi- 
tions.—C.  R.,  p.  514. 

Local  agents  have  authority  to  waive 
proofs  of  loss  either  in  writing  or  by 
parol,  or  by  matters  in  pais,  which 
amount  to  an  estoppel. — C.  R.,  p.  584. 

INCUMBRANCES. 

A  mechanics'  lien  is  an  incumbrance  on 
property  within  an  insurance  policy  for- 
bidding incumbrances. — C  R.,  p.  58. 

TITLE. 

Policy  payable  to  mortgagee  is  a  con- 
tract for  his  benefit. 

Litigation  concerning  insured  property, 
begun  after  issuance  of  policy,  relieves  in- 
surer from  liability,  though  the  insured 
is  in  no  way  responsible  for  the  existence 
of  the  litigation. — C.  R.,  p.  58. 

OW^NERSHIP. 

"Unconditional  ownei'ship"  clause  in 
policy  is  not  voided  by  owner  contracting 
to  allow  maker  of  crop  a  share  of  pro- 
ceeds over  expenses.— C  R.,  p.  118. 

Where  insured  is  in  possession  of  prop- 
erty, the  deed  to  which  is  in  escrow  and 
provides  that  upon  payment  of  certain 
sum  his  conditional  fee  should  become 
absolute,  he  is  within  the  meaning  of  pol- 
icy clause  of  sole  and  unconditional  owner- 
ship.—C.  R.,  336. 
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MORTGAGE   NOTICE. 

Mortgage  of  record  before  issuance  of 
l)o]icy  providing  against  incumbrances  is 
not  notice  thereof  to  insurer.— C.  R., 
p.  291. 

WARRANTY. 

Warranty  in  a  contract  is  a  statement 
susceptible  of  being  construed  only  as 
meaning  that  parties  intended  that  policy 
should  not  be  binding  unless  such  state- 
ment was  literally  true. — C.  R.,  p.  290. 

Statements  in  application  and  made 
pai't  of  policy  with  reference  to  incum- 
brances on  property,  night  work  in  fac- 
tory, and  precautions  to  be  taken  against 
lire  are  not  warranties. — C.  R.,  p.  291. 

A  continuing  wari-anty  is  equivalent  to 
an  express  stipulation  and  should  con- 
tinue during  life  of  policy.  — C.  R.,  p.  178. 

PETITION. 

A  mei'e  allegation  of  indebtedness  is  in- 
sufficient; the  petition  should  show  that 
the  claim  was  due  and  payable. — C.  R. , 
p.  61.  (To  be  continued.) 


/ 


When  the  Life  Policy  Goes  Into  Effect. 


CALIFORNIA  SUPREME  COURT  DECISION — LIABIL- 
ITY BEGINNING  WHEN  POLICY  IS  DELIVERED 
AND  PREMIUM  IS  PAID,  IT  IS  EXTENDED 
ACCORDINGLY. 

Garoutte,  J.  This  action  is  based  upon  a 
policy  of  life  insurance.  Plaintiff  recovered, 
and  the  appeal  is  taken  from  the  judgment 
and  order  denying  a  motion  for  a  new  trial. 

Had  the  policy  lapsed  and  become  forfeited 
at  the  time  of  the  death  of  the  insured  ? 
These  are  the  facts :  While  the  policy  was 
dated  July  30,  189.5,  it  was  not  delivered  to 
the  insured  until  the  3d  day  of  the  following 
September,  at  which  time  the  first  quarterly 
premium  was  paid.  There  is  a  clause  in  the 
policy  providing  that  it  would  be  in  no  way 
binding,  or  of  any  force  or  effect,  until  deliv- 
ered to  the  insured  and  the  first  quarterly 
premium  paid.  It  necessarily  follows  that 
the  contract  of  insurance  went  into  effect 
September  3,  189.5.  A  quarterly  premium  of 
$34.96  was  to  be  paid  lor  the  period  of  20 
years,  on  or  before  the  30th  day  of  July,  Oc- 
tober, June,  and  April  of  each  year.  Upon 
this  state  of  fact,  it  is  manifest  that  when 
the  insured  I'eceived  his  policy  and   paid  his 


quarterly  premium  he  was  insured  for  three 
months  fi'om  September  3d,  the  date  when 
the  policy  went  into  force  and  effect.  The 
insured  died  in  November,  189.5,  and  we  see 
no  reason  why  his  policy  of  insurance  was  not 
alive  and  in  full  force  at  that  time. 

It  is  claimed  that  the  policy  was  forfeited 
eo  instanti  upon  October  30,  1895,  because  the 
second  quarterly  premium  was  not  paid  upon 
that  date.  This  contention  is  based  upon  a 
clause  of  the  policy  which  declares  that  this 
policy  "shall  be  ipso  facto  null  and  void  if 
premiums  are  not  paid  when  due."  The  con- 
struction of  the  policy  here  contended  for 
would  recognize  and  approve  a  harsh  doctrine 
indeed.  It  would  be  carrying  the  doctrine  of 
forfeiture  to  unconscionable  lengths.  By  pay- 
ment of  the  first  quarterly  premium,  the  de- 
ceased was  insured  for  three  months.  This 
was  necessaril.y  the  contract  between  the 
parties.  This  clause  of  forfeiture  for  nonpay- 
ment of  premiums  was  never  intended  to  for- 
feit the  privileges  of  insurance  already  paid 
for.  No  insurance  policy  ever  attempted  to 
do  such  a  thing.  This  contention,  if  sound, 
would  not  only  result  in  the  forfeiture  of  pres- 
ent paid-up  insurance,  but  would  result  in 
the  forfeiture  of  a  portion  of  the  premium 
already  paid.  Upon  rules  of  construction  even 
liberal  to  defendant,  it  cannot  be  claimed 
that  the  forfeiture  clause  of  the  policy  for 
nonpayment  of  premiums  was  any  more  than 
a  forfeiture  of  the  policy  to  take  place  upon 
the  expiration  of  the  period  during  which 
there  existed  paid-up  insurance.  The  in- 
sured died  at  a  time  when  the  policy  was  in 
full  force  and  effect,  and,  there  being  no  for- 
feiture at  that  time,  his  representative  has  a 
good  cause  of  action. 

It  is  now  insisted  that  this  action  was  be- 
gun too  late.  This  insistence  is  based  upon 
the  following  clause  found  in  the  policy  :  "No 
suit  or  action  hereon  shall  be  begun  or  main- 
tained after  the  expiration  of  one  year  from 
the  day  of  death  of  the  member,  without  ref- 
erence to  the  time  of  furnishing  the  proofs  of 
death,  and  such  lapse  of  time  shall  be  a  con- 
clusive bar  to  any  recovery  hereon,  any  stat- 
ute to  the  contrary  notwithstanding."  This 
action  was  begun  more  than  one  year  after 
the  death  of  the  insured.  It  is  now  claimed 
upon  the  part  of  plaintiff  that  this  provision 
was  waived  by  defendant.  The  policj^  con- 
tained a  clause  to  the  effect  that  the  pi-oofs  of 
death  and  claims  required  shall  be  made  upon 
the  "blank  forms  furnished  by  the  associa- 
tion." Another  clause  provided  that  the  in- 
surance money  would  be  paid  "within  ninety 
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days  after  receipt  of  satisfactory"  proof  of 
death  of  the  said  member,  and  the  justness  of 
the  claim  hereunder,  in  form  required  by  the 
said  association."  Upon  the  foregoing  branch 
of  the  case  the  court  found  that  these  blank 
forms  could  not  be  had  except  from  defend- 
ant; that  in  proper  time  plaintiff  requested 
the  defendant  to  furnish  the  forms  upon  which 
to  make  proofs  of  death,  etc.,  but  that  defend- 
ant failed  and  refused  to  furnish  them  ;  that 
plaintiff  has  repeatedly  since  the  death  of  the 
insured  demanded  of  defendant  such  blanks, 
but  has  been  continually  refused  and  is  still 
refused. 

The  court  further  found  that  upon  Sept.  21, 
1897,  plaintiff  again  demanded  of  defendant 
such  blanks,  but  was  refused ;  whereupon 
plaintiff  elected  to  treat  such  refusal  as  a 
waiver  of  the  right  to  proofs,  and  thereupon 
began  this  action.  Upon  the  foregoing  facts 
it  was  held  by  the  trial  court  that  the  clause 
of  the  policy  requiring  the  action  to  be  begun 
within  one  year  from  death  was  waived.  By 
one  provision  of  the  contract  of  insurance, 
plaintiff  could  not  bring  his  action  until  90 
days  after  proof  of  death.  By  another  clause 
of  the  contract  of  insurance,  blanks  for  this 
proof  of  death,  and  the  form  of  the  proof, 
could  only  be  furnished  by  defendant.  By  an- 
other clause,  palintiff  was  bound  to  bring  suit 
within  one  year  from  the  death  of  the  insured. 
This  last  clause  of  the  contract  has  no  super- 
iority or  ruling  force  over  other  provisions. 
They  must  all  be  considered  together.  If 
plaintiff  could  not  bring  his  action  until  proofs 
of  death  were  furnished  defendant,  and  de- 
fendant prevented  him  from  furnishing  such 
proofs,  then,  clearly,  a  failure  to  bring  the 
action  within  one  year  was  occasioned  by  de- 
fendant's fault  rather  than  pla,intiff's,  and 
such  failure  cannot  be  urged  by  defendant  to 
defeat  plaintiff's  cause  of  action. 

Defendant  attaches  much  importance  to  the 
phrase  in  this  limitation  clause  to  the  effect, 
"without  reference  to  the  time  of  furnishing 
the  proofs  of  death."  These  words  do  not 
deny  the  conclusion  reached.  They  refer  only 
to  the  time  when  the  proofs  are  furnished, 
and  not  to  a  total  absence  of  proofs,  as  we 
have  in  this  case.  The  general  principles 
here  involved  are  fully  covered  by  Case  v. 
Insurance  Co.,  S3  Cal.  473,  23  Pac.  5"M.  For 
the  foregoing  reasons,  the  judgment  and  or- 
der are  affirmed.  Methvin  v.  Fidelity  Mutual 
Life  Ass'n,  Cal.  S.  C,  1899. 

GuEENwoon,  B.  C— Rates  have  been  ad- 
vanced. In  block  21,  from  !|5.50  to  |7.9();  in 
block  7,  from  *7  to  fS.GO. 


Compulsory    Support    of    Underwriters'    Fire 
Patrols  or  Salvage  Corps. 

The  principal  cities  of  the  United  States 
have  fire  patrols  or  salvage  corps,  organ- 
ized under  the  laws  and  supported  by  the 
fire  underwriters.  There  are  also  munic- 
ipal fire  marshalships,  with  officials  ap- 
pointed by  or  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  underwriters,  who  pay  their  salaries. 
Both  the  patrols  and  the  marshals  are 
important  aids  to  the  regular  fire  depart- 
ments. Some  laws  provide  for  the  volun- 
tary payment  of  the  expenses  by  the 
underwriters'  boards;  other  laws  provide 
for  the  compulsory  payment  thereof,  by 
companies  out  of  the  board  as  well.  Such 
is  the  law  of  California. 

In  a  case  before  the  New  York  supreme 
court  it  was  contended  that  the  act  incor- 
poi-ating  the  board  of  fire  underwriters 
was  unconstitutional,  and  that  the  board 
had  no  powei-  to  recover  assessments 
levied  on  a  non-member.  The  court  de- 
cided that  the  act  was  constitutional,  and 
that  the  board  was  authorized  to  recover 
such  assessments. 

This  was  the  case  of  the  New  York 
Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  v.  Whipple 
«St  Co.,  as  chief  executive  officers  of  the 
South  and  North  American  Lloyds,  in 
the  appellate  division  of  the  New  York 
supreme  court,  March,  1896.  The  defence 
contended  that  they  were  not  members  of 
the  fire  patrol,  and  that  inasmuch  as  de- 
fendants were  not  members  of  the  cor- 
poration, the  power  to  compel  them  to 
pay  assessments  did  not  exist,  either  in 
the  legislature  nor  in  the  board,  as  it 
would  be  taking  private  property  without 
due  process  of  law. 

The  court,  after  quoting  extensively  the 
opinions  of  federal  or  state  courts,  said: 

Although  at  one  time  the  business  of  insur- 
ance in  this  state  was  one  which  might  be 
followed  by  anybody,  and  with  regard  to 
which  no  restrictions  were  imposed,  yet  that 
for  many  years  has  ceased  to  be  the  case. 
Not  only  in  that  business  now  regulated  by 
many  laws,  but  pursuing  of  it  is  forbidden  ex- 
cept by  certain  persons  who  are  licensed  and 
authorized  for  that  purpose,  and  who  thereby 
receive  from  the  slate  a  privilege  to  pursue  it 
apart  from  other  persons   (Ins.   Law,   sees.   9, 
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:U,  54).  It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  state  for 
nianj'  years  to  regulate  and  control  this  busi- 
ness, in  view  of  its  great  extent,  the  great 
interests  involved  in  it  and  the  serious  dam- 
age to  the  great  body  of  citizens  which  might 
i-esult  if  the  business  was  entirely  without 
control.  The  right  to  thus  control  it  can 
hardly  be  questioned  at  this  day.  For  that 
reason  people  exercising  the  business  of  in- 
surance in  this  state  are  clearly  within  the 
control  of  the  police  power  because,  as  is  said 
in  the  cases  above  cited,  they  have  a  virtual 
monopoly  of  the  business  by  the  grant  of  the 
state. 

The  act  in  question  authorizes  this  corpora- 
tion to  establish  a  fire  patrol,  having  for  its 
object  to  preserve  life  and  property  at  and 
after  a  fire ;  and  to  enable  the  patrol  so  organ- 
ized to  act  with  promptness  and  elHcienc}', 
certain  powers,  almost  public  in  their  nature, 
are  given  to  them.  It  will  be  seen  at  once 
that  this  patrol  maj'  render  great  services  to 
persons  authorized  to  pursue  the  business  of 
insurance  within  this  city,  where  the  powers 
of  the  patrol  are  to  be  exercised.  It  is  a 
valuable  adjunct  to  this  business  and  one 
which  might  well  be  created  by  the  state  as 
a  means  of  benefit,  not  only  to  citizens,  but  to 
those  persons  who  have  contracted  to  furnish 
indemnity  to  citizens  in  case  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  their  property  by  fire. 

The  act  requires  all  persons  who  are  engaged 
in  the  business  of  insurance  in  the  city  of 
New  York  to  render  to  the  corporation  organ- 
ized by  it  a  return  of  the  amount  of  premiums 
received  by  them  during  certain  months  of 
the  year,  and  authorizes  the  corporation  to 
charge  upon  all  persons  engaged  in  that  busi- 
ness such  sum  as  ma\'  be  necessary  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  the  fire  patrol,  not  exceeding  two 
per  cent,  of  the  amount  of  the  premiums  re- 
ceived by  them.  It  affixes  a  penalty  for  a 
refusal  to  make  the  returns,  and  makes  the 
sum  assessed  collectible  by  action. 

Within  the  principles  laid  down  above,  we 
think  the  power  of  the  legislature  to  impose 
upon  persons  authorized  to  issue  insurance  in 
this  citj'  the  duty  of  taking  this  step  to  pre- 
serve life  and  property  at  fires,  cannot  be 
questioned.  These  persons  ^ave  the  exclu- 
sive privilege  of  entering  into  such  contracts. 
The  nature  of  the  contract  is  one  which 
renders  it  peculiarly  proper  that  they  should 
not  only  have  the  privilege,  but  be  charged 
with  the  duty  of  protecting  pi-operty  and  life 
also,  when  in  danger  from  conflagrations. 
We  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  this 
duty  may  pi'operlj'  be  imposed  upon  them  and 


that  they  may  be  required  to  pay  the  expenses 
of  it.  For  these  reasons,  the  act  in  our  judg- 
ment is  constitutional,  and  as  it  is  so,  it 
creates  a  good  cause  of  action,  and  a  complaint 
brought  under  it,  if  otherwise  setting  upon 
the  proper  facts,  does  state  facts  sufficient  to 
constitute  a  cause  of  action  and  is  not  demur- 
rable. 

For  the  reasons  above  given,  we  think  this 
complaint  is  good  and  the  judgment  over- 
ruling the  demuri-er  should  be  affirmed,  with 
costs. 

Judgment  affirmed,  with  costs,  with  leave 
to  the  appellant  to  withdraw  the  demurrer 
in  twenty  daj's  and  answer,  on  payment  of 
the  costs  in  this  court  and  of  the  costs  in  the 
court  below.     All  concur. 


Display  Hazards. 

In  New  York  the  menace  to  life  and  prop- 
erty fi'om  structures  and  exhibitions  fre- 
quently placed  in  the  most  dangerous  position 
the  building  affords,  and  generally  built  of 
inflammable  material  designed  merely  to  at- 
ti-act  the  attention  of  shoppers  and  pleased  on- 
lookers, is  this  year  more  grave  than  usual. 
Store  keepers  who  maintain  these  dangerous 
exhibitions  are  required  by  the  New  York 
Boai'd  to  obtain  a  special  permit  endorsed 
upon  their  policies,  otherwise  the  insurance  is 
void. 

Substitution  Suspected. 

According  to  a  Denver  paper  of  recent  date, 
the  interested  life  insurance  companies  are  of 
opinion  that  Frank  Tyler  of  Kan&as  City,  Mo., 
a  heavily  insured  man,  was  not  burned  to 
death  in  his  cabin  at  Alpine,  Colo.  Fire  de- 
stroyed his  cabin  on  the  night  of  October  29, 
and  it  was  said  that  Tj^ler  was  too  drunk  to 
escape.  There  was  $70,000  insurance  on  his 
life,  but  as  it  vras  payable  to  a  bank  as  collat- 
eral security  for  a  loan,  Tyler's  interest  in 
the  alleged  fraud  is  not  entirely  clear.  The 
insured  was  formerly  a  wealthy  business 
man,  but  dissipated  his  fortune. 


50  Per  Cent.  Assessment   by   a   Fire   Mutual. 

Three  losses  incurred  bj'  the  Millers  & 
Manufacturers  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Asso- 
ciation of  Des  Moines,  la.,  have  compelled  the 
managemeht  to  levy  an  assessment  of  50  per 
cent.  Two  other  Iowa  mutuals  recently  went 
into  receivers'  hands.  California,  Oregon  and 
Washington  farmers  should  reflect  on  these 
facts. 
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Electrical  Fires. 

LOSS  OF  LIFE  AND  PROPERTY  FROM  POOR 
WIRING  AND  CARELESSNESS. 

The  report  issued  by  the  .Electrical 
Bureau  of  the  National  Board  of  Fire 
Underwriters  indicates,  by  the  increase  in 
number  of  cases  reported,  the  danger  to 
life  and  property  from^heedless  wiring  or 
imperfect  supervision  of  appliances.  We 
have  space  for  but  a  few  cases  which 
are  out  of  the  ordinary: 

A  case  is  reported  where  a  switch  on  an  elec- 
tric-light circuit  mounted  in  a  dry  goods  store 
near  some  draperies  gave  off  a  flash  which 
ignited  hangings.  The  Are  spread  rapidly  to 
millinery  and  other  inflammable  material, 
causing  considerable  loss. 

A  fire  in  a  hotel  basement  was  caused  by 
a  ground  of  a  110-volt  circuit  on  a  gas-pipe. 
Gas  escaped  and  the  flames  soon  reached  floor- 
timbers.  Prompt  action  by  firemen  pre- 
vented serious  loss.  In  another  case  a  strip 
of  white  wood  was  nailed  to  a  brick  wall.  On 
this  strip  was  a  two-wire  cii'cuit  supported  by 
cleats  run  to  a  lamp  receptacle.  Beside  the 
receptacle  a  nail  had  been  driven  through  the 
board  and  into  the  crease  between  the  bricks, 
which  were  laid  in  Portland  cement.  Chem- 
ical action  took  place  between  the  nail  and 
the  receptacle,  sodium  salt  accumulating  suffi- 
ciently to  cause  short-circuit.  An  arc  was 
established  which  ignited  the  board. 

A  pair  of  old  wires,  with  defective  insula- 
tion, led  from  a  switchboard  to  astereopticon. 
There  was  considerable  slack  wire,  which 
was  coiled  up  and  placed  between  the  wires 
of  another  circuit  and  the  floor  joist  in  an  open 
basement.  When  the  current  was  turned  on 
a  short  circuit  occurred  in  the  coil  of  wire, 
igniting  the  insulation  and  the  joists  before 
the  fuse  on  the  switchboard  operated.  The 
fire  was  extinguished  with  nominal  loss. 

The  report  adds:  "An  impressive  instance 
emphasizing  the  danger  to  life  of  overhead 
electric-light  and  power  circuits  is  reported 
from  a  large  Western  city.  A  fire  in  a  tall 
building  had  been  extinguished  by  the  fire 
department,  and  the  apparatus  was  being 
assembled  for  a  return  to  headquarters.  Four 
firemen,  in  lowering  an  extension  ladder  hav- 
ing iron  reinforcements,  in  some  way  swayed 
it  against  wires  that  must  have  been  in  con- 
tact at  some  point  with  a  high-tension  circuit. 
All  four  of  the  men  were  contracted  almost 
double,  and  died  with  scarcely  a  sound.    The 


wires  with  which  the  ladder  was  in  contact 
were  low-tension  wires,  and  a  diligent  ex- 
amination and  tests  were  afterward  made, 
but  everything  tested  clear,  according  to  the 
statements  of  the  electricians,  and  the  cross 
with  the  high-tension  circuit  could  not  be 
located.  Cii'cumstances  of  a  fire  involving  a 
loss  of  $200,000  indicate  that  the  same  was  of 
electrical  origin,  but,  owing  to  the  extent  of 
the  damage,  the  exact  nature  of  the  trouble 
could  not  be  ascertained.  A  loss  of  $4,000  is 
reported,  due  to  lightning  dischai'ges  enter- 
ing a  building  over  wires." 


Marine  Notes. 

The  following  "wreck  list"  of  ocean-going 
sailing  vessels  bound  to  Western  Australia 
since  the  year  1890  will  be  of  interest  in  view 
of  the  heavy  losses  bj'  marine  underwriters 
during  the  past  twelve  months.  These  are 
estimated  at  $300,000.  The  list  is  vouched  for 
by  the  Australasian  Insurance  and  Banking 
Record,  and  may  be  regarded  as  accurate: 

Denton  Holme,  ship,  ISPO,  wrecked  Rott- 
nest  Island. 

Habil,  barque,  1891,  missing. 

West  Riding,  ship,  189.5,  missing. 

Mayhill,  barque,  189.5,  wrecked  at  Gerald  ton. 

Europa,  barque,  1897,  wrecked  Jurien  Bay. 

Vilalta,  1897,  wrecked  Jurien  Bay. 

Carbet  Castle,  ship,  1897,  wrecked  Bunbury. 

Helenslea,  bai-que,  1897,  wrecked  Tristan 
d'Acunha. 

Glenhuntlj',  barque,  1898,  abandoned  near 
Tristan  d'Acunha. 

Sepia,  barque,  1898,  wrecked  near  Carnac 
Island,  Western  Australia. 

City  of  York,  barque,  1899,  wrecked  Rott- 
nest  Island. 

Carlisle  Castle,  ship,  1899,  wrecked  Rock- 
ingham. 

Gio  Betta  Repetto,  ship,  1899,  stranded 
Albany. 

The  constructive  total  loss  claim  of  $2,275,- 
000,  put  forwai'd  by  the  owners  of  the  Paris 
is  now  in  legal  process  of  adjustment  in  the 
courts  at  Liverpool,  the  court  of  appeals  hav- 
ing denied  the  application  for  a  change  of 
venue.  The  steamer  is  in  the  dry  dock  at 
Milford  Haven,  but  no  report  has  yet  been 
made  public  touching  her  actual  condition.  It 
is  rumored  amongst  underwriters,  however, 
that  her  damages  are  not  so  grave  as  reported. 


H.  E.  BowEKS,  late  manager,  has  been 
elected  to  a  place  on  the  directory  board  of 
the  United  States  department  of  the  North 
British. 
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"AMERICAN  THROUGH  AND  THROUGH." 
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V  OF   NEW  YORK  CITY 


EXTRACT  FROM  STATEMENT  MADE  Jan'y  1,  1900. 

CASH   CAPITAL,  -  -  $1,000,000.00 

(Reserves  for  Insurance  in  force.  Etc.      4,774,665.72 
Net  Surplus.  -  -  -  4,034,995.11 

Policyholders' Surplus,  -  -    5,034,995.11 


TORNADO    INSURANCE    WRITTEN. 

Write  for m 


"SAFETY  FUND"  CIRCULAR. 


s^^i        Main  Office:  Continental  BIdg,    46  Cedar  St.,  New  York. 

^  F.   O.   MOORE,    President, 

V^  HENRY   EVANS,  Vice- Pres.  EDWARD  LANNING,  Secy. 


Western  Department:       Rialto  Building,       CHICAGO,  Illinois. 

Baring  Charge  of  Pacific  Coast  and  All  States  West  of  Ohio. 

GEO.  E.  KLINE,   General   Manager 
0.  R.  TUTTLE,  Ass't  Gen'l  Manager. 

D.  W.  GRAVES,  Special  Agent  for  California, 

p.  O.  Box  2536  SAN  FRANCISCO,  Cal. 

F.   P.   WILSON,  Special  Agent, 

p.  O.  Box  926  LOS  ANGELES,  Cal. 

W.  A.  WILLIAMS,  Special  Agent, 

For  Washington,  Oregon  and  Idaho,  P.  O.  Box  750,  PORTLAND,  Ore. 


F.  H.  RHOADS,  Special  Agent, 

For  Colorado,  Wyoming,  Utah,  New  Mexico  and  Montana- 
P.  O.  Box  1432,  DENVER,  Colorado. 


^^ 


GROSS  ASSETS,   -     -     -     9,809,660.83    .; 


e^  ^ 


Losses  Paid  since  Organization  in  1852  to  date  over  «^ 

FORTY    MILLION    DOLLARS.  $| 

Chicago  and  Boston  conflagration  Losses  Paid  in  Full.        J^i 


^   Protects  ifs  Loyal  Agents :   t   No  Overhead  Writing!    j 

li  RESPONSIBLE    AGENTS    WANTED.  *. 
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The  World's  Life  Insurance  Business  in  1898. 

(Fi-diu  tlic  Insur.aiicr  Si>cct.iit<ir  of  London.) 
The  statistics  of  the  woi'ld's  life  insurance, 
which  are  annually  compiled  in  Berlin,  have 
just  been  published  for  1898.  They  prove,  as 
usual,  instructive,  and  contain  a  considerable 
amount  of  valuable  information.  The  Ger- 
man accounts  include,  year  after  year,  all 
kinds  of  insurance  which  can  by  any  stretch 
of  imagination  be  classified  under  life  insur- 
ance business,  thus  makin^r  the  aggregate 
appear  higher  than  it  should  be.  For  one 
thing,  "burial  money"  forms  part  of  the 
statement  relating  to  life  insurance,  while 
the  record  of  the  English  companies  deals,  of 
course,  with  ordinary  life  policies  only.  As 
on  former  occasions,  the  sources  of  informa- 
tion upon  which  the  figures  rest  were,  as  far 
as  the  German,  Austrian,  American,  Scandi- 
navian, and  Swiss  companies  are  concerned, 
supplied  by  the  respective  offices ;  whereas  in 
the  case  of  the  British  and  French  results 
the  compiler,  it  is  alleged,  was  unable  to 
obtain  equally  trustworthy  accounts  from  the 
respective  boards,  and,  therefore,  could  not 
vouch  for  absolute  accuracy.  We  believe, 
nevertheless,  that  the  figures— apart  from 
the  omission  of  the  industrial  business — fairly 
represent  the  actual  returns.  As  to  the 
American  companies,  they  only  comprise  those 
admitted  to  do  business  in  the  state  of  New 
York. 

NEW    BUSINESS    IN    1898. 

Policies  Sum 

Companies.                No.  Issued.  Assured. 

English     80  174,000  £  51,000.000 

German     42  147,973  28,829,630 

Austrian Ifi  191,793  13,233,577 

French 17  45,685  13,962,409 

Scandinavian    ...  17  29,664  5,339,058 

American     36  437,.574  190,180,750 

Swiss      6  8,188  ^      1,586,400 

Average  Sum        Total  Insurance 
Companies.  of  Policy.  dui'ing  Year. 

English £292  £    595,000,000 

German         192  323,631,291 

Austrian 68  93,071,935 

French 305  155,922,631 

Scandinavian     ...  180  35,228,345 

American 435      ^  1,311,982,649 

Swiss 194  17,166,636 

For  the  first  time  for  some  years  France 
ranks  second  only  with  regard  to  the  average 
amount  of  new  policies,  but  as  the  number  of 
the  latter  has  immensely  increased,  the  con- 
clusion to  be  drawn  is  that  life  insurance  in 
France  has  become  more  popular  with  the 
masses  than  it  has  hitherto  been.  The  Brit- 
ish average  is  how  very  little  less  than  the 
French,   and   remains   about   fifty  per    cent. 


higher  than  the  German.  1898  seems  to  have 
been  a  most  prosperous  year  with  the  Ameri- 
can offices,  as  their  new  policies  amount  to 
£190,180,750,  against  £174,433,078  in  1897. 

EXTINGUISHED    POLICIES    DURING    1898. 

Maturity  at  Maturity 

Companies.                               Deiitli.  during  Life. 

English i;il,21.3,011  £1,978,917 

German 3,796,690  1,150.307 

Austrian 913,948  782,476 

Swiss 254,981  49,065 

French 2,170,025  1,812,471 

Scandinavian 315,461  27,157 

American 14,738,175  2,979,452 

Total £33,401,291  £8,779,845 

Non-payment 

Companies.                            Purctiase.  of  Premiums. 

English £  6,853,950  £11,100,700 

German 2,660,070  4,131,546 

Austrian    , 1,045,852  4,528,828 

Swiss 126,422  292,677 

French 3,493,198  4,718,707 

Scandinavian 192,924  1,191,838 

American 22,322,761  61,383,430 

Total £36,695,177  £87,247,726 

We  thus  find  that,  as  usual,  the  policies 
cancelled  on  account  of  non-payment  of  pre- 
mium repi-esent  a  considerably  higher  total 
than  the  amounts  of  matured  and  re-purchased 
policies.  The  percerrtage,  compared  with  the 
insured  capital,  was  1.9  per  cent,  for  England, 
1.3  per  cent,  for  Germany,  4.9  per  cent,  for 
Austria,  1.7  per  cent,  for  Switzerland,  3  per 
cent,  for  France,  3.4  per  cent,  for  Scandinavia, 
and  4.7  per  cent,  for  America.  The  English 
companies,  being  the  oldest,  must  naturally 
provide  for  a  higher  rate  of  mortality  than 
the  younger  offices  of  other  European  nations. 

Net  Increase  of 
Companies.  Policies  in  Force. 

English £  19,705,877 

German 16,846,868 

Austrian 5,443,749 

Swiss 853,644 

French 1.767,787 

American 74,589,433 

Scandinavian 3,6(10.796 

Total £122,808,153 

ANNUITY    BUSINESS. 

Outstanding 

Companies.                             Annuities.  Increase. 

English £1,564,250  £.3.33,550 

German     . 677,626  ,59,860 

Austrian  . 168,.588  10,176 

Swiss 86,767  6,7.50 

French 3,019,144  165,192 

American     715,446  83,745 

Scandinavian 109,486  5,063 

Total £6,341,307  £663,336 
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ASSETS. 

Accumulated  Total  Increase 

Companies.      Reserve  Funds.  Sum.  in  1898 

English     .   .    .  £207,139,268  £214,127,439  £  9,747,614 

German    .   .   .      82,ai9,523  116,143,369  9,196,172 

Austrian     .   .      22,181,208  28,039,488  1,842,262 

Swiss    ....        4,701,841  6,008,236  332,992 

French  ....       77,310,258  90,850,689  3,350,040 

American   .    .     253,504,246  303,362,344  19,876,434 

Scandinavian       6,744,223  11,008,605  708,012 

Total  .  .  £653,930,567  £769,540,170  £35,053,526 
These  assets  represent  36  per  cent,  of  the 
English  policies  in  force,  35.8  per  cent,  of  the 
German,  30  per  cent,  of  the  Austrian,  35  per 
cent,  of  the  Swiss,  17  per  cent,  of  the  French, 
33  per  cent,  of  the  American,  and  31  per  cent, 
of  the  Scandinavian.  The  French  position 
does  not  bear  fair  compari.son  on  account  of 
the  large  amount  of  annuities  the  French 
offices  have  granted. 

The  above  total  of  assets  include  about 
£5,000,000  uncalled  capital  in  German  com- 
panies, £350,000  of  the  Austrian,  £575,000  of 
the  Swiss,  about  £6,000,000  of  the  French,  and 
£2,035,000  of  the  Scandinavian,  an  item  which 
should  be  deducted  from  the  above  aggregate 
amounts.  The  actual  assets  are,  therefore,  in 
round  figures,  £754,000,000.  To  this  amount 
the  English  offices  contribute  over  30  per 
cent.,  and  the  American  a  little  over  40  per 
cent.,  whereas  the  German  share  is  only 
about  14.7  per  cent. 

KECEIl'TS. 

Interest, 
Companies.  Premiums.  Rents,  etc. 

English £  21,935,129  £  7,964,761 

German       12,798,943  3,547,629 

Austrian 3,406,896  988,098 

Swiss 710,343  190,957 

French     9,010,193  3,990,300 

American 53,702,370  13,597,367 

Scandinavian 1,191,114  296,298 

Total     £102,754,988  £30,575,410 

Companies.  Sundries.  Total. 

English £    149,476               £  30,049,366 

German 368,391  16,714,496 

Austrian 349,191  4.744,185 

Swiss     38,508  939,308 

French 77,812  12,237,035 

American     872,522  68,172,258 

Scandinavian        ....  43,163  1,531,050 

Total £1,899,063  £134,387,698 

The  interesting  feature  of  this  table  is  the 
proportion  of  the  revenue  derived  from  invest- 
ment (interest,  etc.)  to  the  premium  receipts. 
Under  otherwise  equal  conditions,  that  pro- 
portion should  be  lowest  for  the  British  offices, 
because  the  rates  of  interest  are   higher  in 


foreign  countries  than  with  us;  but  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  accumulated  funds  in  the  hands 
of  the  British  companies,  compared  to  the  out- 
standing risks,  is  so  great  that,  nevertheless, 
their  interest  income  represents  36}4  per 
cent,  of  the  premium  receipts,  against  38  per 
cent,  for  the  German,  25  per  cent,  for  the 
American,  44  per  cent,  for  the  French,  and 
from  25  per  cent,  to  27  per  cent,  for  the  Aus- 
trian,- Swiss,  and  Scandinavian  offices. 

MANAGEMENT    EXPENSES. 

Commission  Percentage. 

Companies.                      and  Expenses.  lo  Income. 

English     £  2,810,424  9.5 

German         1,566.298  9.6 

Austrian    .          ....         609,513  12.8 

Swiss 80,855  . 9.0 

American 15,490,031  22.7 

Scandinavian     ....         188,215  12.3 

French 898,162  7.4 

Other 
Companies.  Outgo.  Total. 

English £  97.128  £  2,937,552 

German 33,781  1,600,079 

Austrian 42,135  651,648 

Swiss 58,a51  139.206 

American 15,490,931 

Scandinavian                           137,491  325,706 

French 898,162 

Amount  of  Dividends. 
Policy-  Sliarc- 

Compauies,  Net  Profits.  holders,  lioldcrs, 

English      ...  £1,660,314  £1,201,353  £458,961 

German            .  2,559,990  2,234,491  122,863 

Austrian   .   .   .  295,404  75.234  79,a)l 

Swiss 74,841  68,655  5,851 

French    ...  867,248  319,774  392,841 

American  .       .  8,490,251  4,180,109  176,194 

Scandinavian  136,443  87,831  24.378 


Statutory  Requirements, 

Compiled  and  corrected  to  November,  1899. 
Published  by  The  Insurance  Journal  Co., 
Hartford,  Conn. 

This  standard  work  is  an  abstract  of  the 
statutory  requirements  of  the  states  and  ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States.  Canadian  re- 
quirements are  also  added.  The  names  of  the 
commissioners  and  the  dates  of  the  sessions  of 
the  legislatures  are  given. 

The  arrangement  of  the  contents  is  very 
satisfactory.  Everything  necessary  for  ad- 
mission and  transaction  of  business  is  clearly 
and  briefly  stated.  Managers  and  general 
agents  find  this  book  vei'y  useful,  saving  cor- 
respondence more  or  less  fruitless. 

In  Minnesota,  graded  commissions  will  be 
paid  but  not  offered — to  agents  who  represent 
no  non-union  companies.  Who  has  the  vic- 
tory i    Referred  to  O'Shaughnessy. 
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Over  One  Hundred  Per  Cent.  Off. 

By  oral  persuasion  and  through  official  cir- 
culars business  to  swell  the  amount  written 
column  is  being  gathered  in  by  some  of  the 
largest  New  York  offices  utterly  regardless  of 
prohibitive  state  laws  and  rebating  compacts. 
Over  one  hundred  per  cent,  off  is  now  a 
possibility.— Exchange. 

Which  suggests  that  near  the  end  of  the 
year  is  the  time  for  bargains  in  all  sorts  of 
commodities.  Why  not  in  rebates  ?  Our  con- 
temporary is  exercised  over  the  fact  that  it  is 
possible  for  the  bargain  hunter  to  not  only  get 
a  policy  gratis,  but  by  risking  trouble  for  his 
heirs  in  case  of  death,  he  can  actually  sell  the 
revenue  stamps  and  be  ahead  on  the  deal  to 
the  extent  of  their  value.  The  logical  con- 
clusion to  this  .is,  of  course,  that  the  wise  ones 
of  a  speculative  turn  will  go  in  for  big  amounts 
and  lots  of  policies,  reasoning  that  the  more 
policies  taken  and  the  bigger  the  amounts 
written,  the  moi-e  money  the  revenue  stamps 
will  produce.     See  ': 


The  Life  Insurance  Cure. 

"I  don't  know  that  life  insurance  is  a  cure 
for  disease,"  said  the  retired  life  insurance 
solicitor  ( according  to  the  Sun  of  New  York), 
"  but  I  know  of  an  instance  which  makes  it 
look  that  way.  In  the  town  where  I  fii-st  be- 
gan business  was  a  bachelor  of  about  50  years, 
who  was  quite  alone  in  the  world,  and  had 
some  years  before  taken  out  a  five  thousand 
dollar  policy  on  himself  for  the  benefit  of  a 
maiden  sister,  who  had  died  a  year  before  the 
events  of  this  story.  He  kept  his  policy  going, 
however,  because  it  was  a  good  way  to  save 
money,  and  one  day  he  was  taken  down  with 
some  kind  of  fever.  He  grew  worse  day  after 
day,  until  one  day  the  doctor  told  him  that  he 
would  in  all  likelihood  be  dead  within  the  next 
twenty-four  hours. 

"This  suggested  his  life  insurance  money, 
all  he  had  to  leave,  and  he  immediately  began 
to  talk  with  the  doctor  on  the  subject  of  a 
pi'oper  disposal  of  it.  He  concluded  after  some 
thought  that  the  best  thing  to  do  with  it  was 
to  blow  it  in  on  a  tremendous  big  funeral  for 
himself,  including  a  banquet  for  all  the  people 
he  knew.  This  was  an  entirely  new  idea  for 
a  funeral,  and  when  the  doctor  left  him  that 
night,  to  the  care  of  his  nurse,  his  mind  was 
entirely  occupied  with  his  funeral.  He  talked 
to  the  nurse  about  it  and  when  the  nurse  made 
him  stop  he  lay  and  thought  about  it.  In  fact, 
he  became  so  much  interested  in  the  details 


of  his  funeral  that  he  quite  forgot  about  hav- 
ing to  die  to  make  it  possible. 

"In  the  morning  when  the  doctor  came  he 
found  his  patient  in  a  wild  perspiration  and 
his  pulse  beating  in  much  better  fashion  than 
it  had  been  doing  for  some  days.  He  also 
found  the  general  condition  of  the  patient 
much  improved.  He  was  greatly  astonished, 
and  at  once  began  to  ask  questions.  The 
patient  told  him  with  eager  interest  of  a  lot 
of  new  things,  he  had  thought  of  for  the  fu- 
neral and  some  that  bothered  him  a  good  deal 
and  said  he  had  been  thinking  of  it  all  night. 
Then  the  doctor  laughed  and  told  him  he 
guessed  the  funeral  would  have  to  be  post- 
poned, for  he  wasn't  going  to  die  just  then 
anyhow.  Nor  did  he,  and  he  isn't  dead  yet, 
but  he  is  married  and  ha^his  policy  paid  up 
for  his  wife's  benefit.' 


A  Witty  Speech.— At  the  Equitable  Life 
fortieth  anniversary  banquet  the  wittiest 
talker  appears  to  have  been  Judge  Henry  E. 
Rowland,  who  has  the  reputation  of  being 
both  eloquent  and  humorous.  Here  are  spec- 
imens : 

"I  have  a  sense  of  becoming  modesty  in  find- 
ing myself  in  so  prominent  a  position.  Having 
no  voice  in  your  councils.  I  am  out  of  place.  It 
is  embarrassing  to  get  into  the  wrong  company, 
as  when  a  lady,  seeing  a  distinguished  looking 
gentleman  who  was  a  stranger  to  her  at  one 
of  her  parties,  asked  him  if  she  should  get  him 
a  partner. 

"  'I  don't  know  how  it  would  work,'  said  he. 
'  I  should  like  one  very  much,  but  your  husband 
engaged  me  this  evening  as  a  waiter.' 

"But  I  pi-esume  the  compliment  is  due  to 
the  profession  which  I  represent,  the  members 
of  which  are  called  upon  on  all  occasions,  from 
the  agricultural  fair  to  the  political  caucus, 
and  are  supposed  to  be  ever  ready  and  to  jus- 
tify the  answer  which  was  made  to  the  ques- 
tion, 'Whence  does  the  greatness  of  an  Amer- 
ican lawyer  proceed  ?'  the  answer  to  which  is, 
'From  his  mouth.' 

"Your  chairman,  accomplished  orator  and 
presiding  officer  as  he  is,  will  agree  with  me 
that  we  should  be,  like  good  sailoi-s,  selfcon- 
tained  individuals,  and  finding  various  ave- 
nues for  the  exei'cise  of  an  unemployed  intel- 
lect, should  never  hesitate  to  undertake  any 
job,  even  if  it  is  one  with  which  we  ai-e  not 
familiar,  or  to  discuss  any  subject,  trusting  to 
luck  and,  as  in  his  case  he  has  a  right  to  do,  a 
ready  wit  to  pull  us  through,  illustrating,  as 
Dr.  Johnson  said  of  a  man  who  had   married 
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his  third  wife,  '  the  triumph  of  hope  over  expe- 
rience.' 

"Man,  in  all  the  var3nng  phases  of  his  life, 
from  the  baby  incubator  to  the  electric  chair, 
is  a  good  subject  to  gamble  on.  The  aim  of 
his  life— the  accumulation  of  a  fortune — is  one 
long  shufBe  of  the  cards,  during  which  he 
touches  the  two  extremes — one  illustrated  by 
the  gentleman  in  the  bankruptcy  court  who 
was  asked  by  the  judge  how  he  could  live  in 
the  luxurious  fashion  which  had  been  proved 
against  him  on  £60  a  j'ear,  and  he  replied  that 
'  that  was  a  problem  to  which  he  had  devoted 
considerable  time  in  the  interests  of  social 
economy,  and  the  results  were  now  before  the 
court,'  and  the  other  by  the  successful  man 
who  exclaimed  with  satisfaction,  'at  last  I 
can  look  the  world  in  the  face  as  an  honest 
man;  I  owe  no  man  anything;  the  last  claim 
against  me  is  outlawed.'  But  it  was  given  to 
the  great  institution  whose  birthday  we  cel- 
ebrate to-night  to  so  adjust  the  relations  of 
life  and  death  that  certainty,  safety,  comfort, 
happiness  and  profit  should  naturally  result 
by  careful  calculation  and  honorable  conduct ; 
not  like  that  described  by  Lord  Charles  Rus- 
sell, who  once  said  '  the  chief  duties  of 
trustees  were  to  commit  judicious  breaches  of 
trust,'  but  so  delicately  and  accurately  ad- 
justed that  the  slightest  hair's  weight  throws 
it  out  of  gear,  like  the  bank  cashier  who  hap- 
pened to  sit  down  on  the  neighborly  side  of  a 
sheet  of  postage  stamps  recently  and  found  it 
necessary  to  go  home  and  make  a  change  of 
clothing  before  he  could  get  his  books  to  bal- 
ance. 

"We  watch  with  solicitude  the  efforts  now 
making  in  the  courts  to  distribute  the  sui-plus 
of  this  great  institution  to  the  present  genei'a- 
tion  of  policyholders  and  are  lost  in  the  con- 
templation of  its  result  to  us  and  of  our  condi- 
tion should  we  be  gorged  with  its  fruits,  for 
we  shall  doubtless  resemble  the  man  before 
the  police  justice  who  asked  him,  '  Do  you  know 
anything  about  the  robbery  of  this  liquor 
stored'  'Why,  judge,'  he  replied,  'do  you 
suppose  I  would  be  sober  if  I  did  V  But,  ser- 
iously speaking,  in  these  days  of  changes,  vi- 
cissitudes, socialistic  tendencies  and  economic 
vagaries,  it  is  a  satisfaction  to  see  the  estab- 
lishment of  institutions  of  power  and  perma- 
nence so  universally  beneficial  in  their  action 
that  no  matter  how  tempting  an  object  of  as- 
sault they  may  be  to  the  demagogue  or  pol- 
itician, the  striker,  socialist  or  anarchist,  not 
one  dares  raise  his  hand  to  attack  them. 

"They  may  be  hampered  in  their  work  by 
unreasonable   restrictions,    be    compelled    to 


shake  the  dust  of  meddlesome  communities 
from  their  feet,  face  hostile  juries  and  be  the 
victims  of  fraud  and  conspiracy,  but,  as  expe- 
rience has  shown,  thej-  advance  on  the  road  to 
prosperity  and  great  influence  with  justice 
and  public  approval  as  their  companions  by 
the  wav." 


The  National  Mutual  Maturity  Company 
has  filed  articles  of  incorporation  in  Oregon. 
The  principal  place  of  business,  however,  is 
San  Francisco,  and  the  enterprise  is  Califor- 
nia hatched.  The  company  filed  the  articles 
in  Oregon  because  it  intends  to  do  business  in 
that  state.  The  objects  of  the  corporation 
are  seWing,  issuing  and  maturing  debenture 
certificates.  Whatever  that  may  be  it  cer- 
tainly has  all  the  ear-marks  of  age  t-rich-quick- 
without-risk  scheme  of  the  insurance  species. 
The  list  of  incorporators,  who  are  also  direc- 
tors and  trustees,  is  headed  by  Senator  Sign 
Your  Article  Morehouse  of  San  Jose.  His  as- 
sociate s  are  N.  Bar  Due,  J.  C.  Harris,  D.  E. 
Barger,  J.  J.  Hoagland,  H.  G.  White  and  De 
Losa  Bar  Due,  all  of  San  Francisco.  The  $25,- 
000  capital  it  is  announced  has  been  fully  sub- 
scribed. The  Coast  Review  on  some  one  of 
these  odd  foggj'  days  will  take  up  again  the 
subject  of  debenture  certificates.  But  we 
suggest  that  in  the  meantime,  on  the  birds 
of  a  feather  flock  together  principle,  the  N.  M. 
M.  Co.  flock  high  up  alongside  of  that  other 
Boston  turkey  that  nests  in  the  Claus  Sprec- 
kels  building,  and  is  otherwise  known  as  the 
Pacitic  Debenture  Company. 


Bisuop  Potter  says  to  life  insurance  agents : 
"You  help  lay  the  foundations  for  thrift  and 
foresight  in  life.  Such  a  foundation  is  in  the 
interest  of  dignity  and  independence.  Ours 
is  not  a  paternal  government.  It  may  be  un- 
fortunate, but  such  is  the  case.  The  princi- 
ples of  life  insurance  in  regard  to  the  labor- 
ing man  in  German.v  could  well  be  adopted  in 
this  country.  All  salaried  men  should  be  con- 
strained by  legislation  to  do  that  thing  which 
when  the  time  arrives,  will  relieve  those  who 
come  after,  of  what  is  often  the  most  humili- 
ating period  in  life.  I  urge  you  to  lift  your 
calling  up  to  the  level  of  a  great  and  sacred 
ministry.  May  God  make  you  worthy  of  your 
work  !" 

A  i!50,000  paid-up  policy,  with  a  single  pre- 
mium of  $28,846,  was  written  in  Tennessee 
last  month,  on  the  life  of  an  applicant  37  years 
old.  The  single-payment  policy  is  becoming 
in  favor  with  wealthy  men. 
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A  Life  Agent's  Experience, 
About  eight  years  ago  I  closed  a  gentleman 
for  *(J0,()O0  (premium  between  |a,300  and 
$:5,400),  after  nursing  the  case  for  two  years. 
The  gentleman  was  a  near  neighbor  of  mine, 
who  had  recently  come  fi'om  the  East,  bring- 
ing with  him  quite  a  handsome  fortune.  I 
made  his  acquaintance  shortly  after  his 
arrival  in  San  Francisco,  and  made  it  my  busi- 
ness to  cultivate  his  friendship  and  con- 
fidence. He  was  a  man  of  peculiar  tem- 
perament, and  entertained  very  decided 
opinions  on  any  subject  that  was  presented  to 
him.  I  said  nothing  about  insurance  for  about 
six  months  after  making  his  acquaintance, 
but  hunted  with  him,  took  long  drives  through 
the  mountains,  and  spent  many  evenings 
with  him  at  his  house  or  mine.  When  the 
right  time  came  I  broached  the  subject  of  in- 
surance to  him  ;  he  promptly  said  that  he  had 
never  taken  any  insurance  and  never  intended 
to;  that  he  could  manage  his  own  money  bet- 
ter than  anyone  else  could,  and  that  he  had 
plenty  of  money  for  his  family  in  the  event  of 
his  death.  I  answered  his  arguments  in  a 
quiet  way  and  dropped  the  subject.  When  I 
would  return  from  an  insurance  trip  he  would 
always  make  inquiries  as  to  my  success,  and 
was  always  surprised  at  the  amount  of  insur- 
ance I  had  written. 

After  about  two  years  of  careful  nursing, 
one  of  our  near  neighbors,  whom  I  had  insured 
for  $10,000,  died  very  suddenly  with  appendi- 
citis; the  same  evening  my  friend  spent  an 
hour  at  my  house  and  brought  up  the  subject 
of  the  death  of  our  neighbor.  I  quietly  re- 
marked to  him  that  two  years  before  I  had  in- 
sured the  deceased  for  $10,000,  and  that  the 
money  would  be  very  helpful  to  his  family. 
His  reply  was  that  he  always  supposed  the 
gentleman  was  very  independent,  financially. 
I  replied,  yes,  but  he  had  some  larj^e  invest- 
ments that  were  somewhat  encumbered,  and 
that  the  $10,000  would  assist  his  family  very 
materially.  I  then  remarked  to  him  that  it 
was  a  matter  of  great  surprise  to  me  that  so 
good  a  business  man  as  he  himself  was  should 
not  appreciate  the  benefits  of  insurance.. 

I  then  said  to  him  :  A  year^ago  you  planted 
the  largest  prune  orchard  in  the  state,  invest- 
ing therein  a  very  large  amount  of  money;  if 
you  should  die  suddenly,  as  our  neigVibor  did, 
have  you  money  enough  on  hand  to  take  care 
of  your  family  and  this  orchard  until  it  reaches 
a  revenue  producing  basis  i  He  replied  that 
he  had  not.  Then,  I  said,  you  ought  never  to 
sleep  another  night  without  taking  enough 
insurance  so  that  in  the  event  of  your  death 


your  large  investment  would  be  saved  to  your 
family,  for  if  you  die  without  such  a  protec- 
tion, the  chances  are  that  the  investment  will 
be  lost  to  them;  it  is  almost  criminal  for  you 
to  neglect  to  thus  protect  the  investment. 
He  studied  a  moment,  then  said  he  had  never 
thought  of  it  in  that  light  before.  I  said  to 
him:  It  is  high  time  you  did  think  of  it  and 
that  without  delay ;  he  replied,  "I  will  see 
you  about  it  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock 
at  my  house.''  Of  course  I  made  it  conven- 
ient to  be  there  at  the  appointed  hour,  and, 
without  any  preliminaries,  he  told  me  he  had 
been  figuring  up  his  affairs  and  had  decided 
to  take  $60,000  insurance  that  day,  and  for  me 
to  at  once  go  to  work  and  fix  it  up;  before 
night  I  had  completed  the  business  and  re- 
ceived his  check  for  the  premium,  giving  him 
a  binding  receipt  therefor.  Two  years  ago 
this  gentleman  fell  down  a  cellar-way  and 
was  killed,  and  the  money  received  from  his 
insurance  did  save  his  family  from  bank- 
ruptcy. The  patient  and  diplomatic  work 
done  by  me  on  this  gentleman  for  two  years 
was  finally  rewarded. 

*  *  * 
Two  years  ago  I  closed  a  physician  in  this 
city,  after  havilig  labored  with  him  for  two 
years.  He  had  frequently  promised  me  that 
after  he  mai-ried  he.would  take  a  policy  with 
me.  Shortly  after  his  marriage  I  called  on 
him  and  reminded  him  of  his  promise  ;  he  re- 
plied that  since  his  marriage  his  father  had 
died,  and  left  his  mother  without  a  dollar, 
and,  as  he  was  the  only  child,  he  had  his 
mother  to  support,  and  the  additional  expense 
of  her  support  made  it  impossible  for  him  to 
take  insurance,  much  as  he  would  like  to  do 
so.  I  said,  "Doctor,  if  you  should  die,  who 
then  would  support  your  mother  {"  He  said  : 
"God  knows;  I  have  no  brothers  or  sisters 
and  no  relations  able  to  take  care  of  her."  I 
then  asked  him  who  would  support  his  wife  if 
he  died  ;  he  said  he  presumed  that  her  father 
would  have  to  do  it.  I  said,  "Doctor,  do  you 
want  your  wife  to  be  dependent  on  her  father, 
and  do  you  want  your  old  mother  to  be  taken 
to  the  poor  house  ;"  He  said,  "No,  indeed,  I 
do  not."  "But,  doctor,  you  are  forcing  those 
two  helpless  women  to  carry  your  insurance, 
and  they  are  not  able  to  do  it;  you  have  no 
right  to  do  this,  it  is  selfish  and  almost  crim- 
inal; the  Germania  Life  Insurance  Company 
is  able  to  carry  your  insurance  and  was  organ- 
ized for  that  pui'pose,  and  should  you  die  they 
are  amply  able  and  willing  to  keep  your 
mother  and  wife  from  the  poor  house,  and  it 
is   your  duty  to   transfer   the   risk   from  the 
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shoulders  of  your  wife  and  mother  to  those  of 
the  company."  After  a  moment's  thought,  he 
replied,  "Jacobs,  you  are  right;  I  will  be  at 
your  office  at  2  o'clock  this  afternoon  and  be 
examined  for  insurance,"  which  promise  he 
carried  out  to  the  letter. — By  W.  A.  Jacobs, 
Manager  Germania  Life  Ins.  Co.,  San  Fran- 
cisco, in  The  Life  Underwriters'  Supplement. 

Notes  by  the  Office  Boy. 

NoN-BOARDiSM  makes  strange  bed-fellows. 

It  seems  to  me  it's  a  good  thing  for  us  Coast- 
ers there  used  to  be  expansionists. 

"Tabulak  woKK  cripples  the  imagination." 
Our  bald-headed  editor  is  quite  lame. 

We  are  sending  subscription  receipts  to 
every  subscriber  who  lives  on  Easy  street. 

The  Coast  Review  was  not  formerly  illus- 
trated, but  it  was  full  of  life  insurance  busts 
in  those  days. 

Tuouc.n  this  agent  used  to  be  a  carpenter, 
he  finds  it  hard  to  nail  a  risk.  Let  him  learn 
"the  hammer  story"  by  heart. 

Since  Oom  Paul  challenged  the  Britisher, 
the  demand  for  horse  flesh  has  had  the  effect 
of  raising  the  price  of  fire  plu^s. 

TuE  editor  writes  a  leader  on  the  good  of 
large  cities.  I  always  thought,  and  was 
taught  in  Milpitas,  that  there  are  none. 

Ant  government  policy  will  be  vindicated 

if  reinsured  by  the  stanch   Companj', 

whose  advertisement  appears  elsewhere. 

A  FKEE  subscription,  for  one  year,  is  offered 
to  anybody  who  names  the  largest,  strongest 
and  best  life  insurance  company  on  earth. 

Tuis  is  a  civilized  city,  and  the  end  of  the 
nineteenth  century;  but  there  is  a  young 
San  Francisco  life  agent  who  is  "in  the 
stocks." 

I  UAVE  concluded  to  insure  my  life  for  $100,- 
000,  and  am  prepared  to  receive  bids.  Every 
offer  of  100  per  cent,  off  will  be  accepted  if 
revenue  stamps  accompany  the  offer. 

A  PKONOUNCED  Irish  Boer-sympathizer  in 
San  Francisco  was  presented  with  a  gold 
watch  by  his  company,  last  week,  for  writ- 
ing a  *20,000  policy  on  the  life  of  an  English- 
man.    Like  Kelly  was. 

Pacific  Coast  underwriters  generally  have 
had  sufficient  cause  for  thanksgiving  this 
year.  Things  might  have  been  worse.  For 
examples,  these  :  They  might  have  been  try- 
ing to  make  money  in  Western  Union  ter- 
ritory.    And  there  might  have  been  still  an- 


other San  Francisco  insurance  journal.  And 
all  our  six  contemporaries  might  have  issued  a 
Christmas  number. 


American   Fire   Underwriting    Receipts,   Dis- 
bursements, Expenses  and  Ratios  for 
Eigtit  Years. 

The  following  totals  are  compiled  from  re- 
ports made  to  the  New  York  insurance 
department. 

The  reader  will  note  the  advancing  ratios 
of  expenses  to  premiums.  For  the  eight  years 
the  average  expense  ratio  was  30  per  cent,  of 
the  premiums. 

The  American  companies  appear  to  be  gain- 
ing more  in  gross  receipts  than  are  the  foreign 
companies. 


Gross               Gross 

Expenses 

leceipls    Disbursemn's 

'^  0) 

Paid. 

'='?, 

.2n 

.2Ph 

NEW    YORK    COMPANIES. 


91 

$  30.906,103 

%  30,307,738 

98.06 

$11,323,317 

39.74 

92 

33,966,572 

33,526,495 

98.70 

12,135,135 

38.57 

93 

35,417,789 

35,852,073 

101.23 

12,331,458 

37.44 

94 

34,467,457 

32,789.866 

95.19 

11,604,763 

36.33 

95 

33,446,251 

30,281.905 

90.54 

11,704,487 

37.92 

96 

33,486,629 

29,022,894 

86.67 

11,617,717 

37.63 

9- 

34,928,447 

29,550,638 

84.60 

12,472,013 

39.07 

98 

35,784,899 

33,849,130 

94.60 
93.67 

13,592,838 

41.80 

$272,404,147 

$255,180,729 

$96,781,718 

38.55 

COMPANIES    OTHER    STATES. 

91 

$51,275,827 

$  49,287,412 

96.12 

$16,312,281 

35.31 

92 

56,647,993 

53,969,780 

95.27 

17,889,917 

34.61 

93 

57,530,161 

58,308,589 

101.35 

18,279.861 

34.83 

'94 

56,065,279 

52,161,104 

93.04 

17,626,065 

34.41 

•95 

56,968,630 

52,189,360 

91.61 

18,409,935 

35. ;« 

96 

57,064.297 

51,352.735 

89.99 

19,131,410 

36.74 

'97 

58,789,875 

51,907,530 

88.29 

20,126,417 

37.75 

'98 

60,377,387 

58,202,612 

96.39 

21,571,551 

39.65 

$454,719,379  $427,379,122  94.03  $149,a47,437  36.11 


FOREIGN    COMPANIES. 


'91  . 

37,346,918 

35,169,328 

94.17 

12,403,694 

34.58 

92. 

42,693,458 

39,954,593 

93..58 

13,617,183 

33.26 

93. 

44,419,998 

43,746,500 

98.48 

14,005,742 

32.92 

'94  . 

43,344,165 

39,128,216 

90.97 

13,519,327 

32.58 

95  . 

43,458,887 

37.927,140 

87.27 

13,892,805 

33.46 

96  . 

42,994,311 

36,930,134 

85.90 

13.950.497 

34.08 

97  . 

43,677,786 

35,539,657 

81.37 

14,543,715 

35.02 

98  . 

43,047,237 

39,506,299 

91.07 

15,092,482 

36.90 

$340,982,760    $307,901,867     90.29  $111,024,445    34.09 
(irand  Tot aU  Eight  Ytxin^ : 
$1,068,106,286    $990,461,718     92.73  $357,153,600    36.07 
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Open  Trenches  Obstruct  the  Fire  Department. 

It  is  a  matter  for  serious  congratulations  to 
property-owners,  merchants  and  the  insur- 
ance companies,  that  Montgomery  and  San- 
some  streets  are  finally  cleared  of  obstructions 
and  the  row  of  trenches  that  were  cut  on 
both  sides  of  the  street  filled  up. 

The  San  Pi-ancisco  fire  department  would 
have  had  a  very  poor  show  indeed  for  answer- 
ing a  call,  at  any  time  during  the  six  weeks 
the  thoroughfare  was  obstructed  for  several 
blocks  by  the  contractors. 

There  are  in  prospect  many  street  improve- 
ments for  the  coming  year,  which  will  nat- 
urally necessitate  the  making  of  many  open- 
ings in  the  streets  in  various  parts  of  the  city. 
The  increased  danger  that  would  arise  fi'om  a 
continuance  of  the  present  slack  order  of 
things  is  manifest  to  all.  We  suggest  to  the 
new  official  regime  that  contractors  be  com- 
pelled to  so  adjust  their  workings  in  the 
streets  that  the  fire  department  shall  have  at 
all  times  a  clear,  right  of  way  for  its  opera 
tions. 


There  used  to  be  a  popular  belief  that  it 
was  better  to  allow  propertj'  to  burn  rather 
than  attempt  to  save  any  of  it,  and  that  to 
touch  it  might  somehow  jeopardize  the  claim. 
That  idea  is  now  exploded  and  most  men  know 
better.  In  fact  the  insured  have  cut  their 
eye-teeth,  and  while  saving  all  they  can, 
usually  protest  that  the  policies  do  not  begin 
to  cover  their  loss.  What  is  destroyed  usually 
has  a  high  value,  at  least  it  so  appears  by  the 
schedule,  but  the  salvage  is  generally  of  lit- 
tle account  in  the  eyes  of  its  owner.  The  com- 
pany can  have  it  if  it  wants  it,  but  he  knows 
full  well  it  doesn't  care  to  be  bothered,  and 
so  he  chuckles  with  satisfaction  wl\en  the  sal- 
vage is  turned  over  to  him  at  a  fraction  of  its 
face  value,  and  if  it  be  clothing  or  dry  goods, 
for  instance,  straightwaj'  he  advertises  a 
"bargain  sale "  and  disposes  of  it  to  the  confid- 
ing public  at  pretty  near  its  original  value. 
In  fact  cases  have  been  known  w-ere  goods 
fresh  from  the  shelves  and  untouched  by  the 
fire  have  been  slightly  dampened  with  water 
thrown  upon  the  bargain  counter  with  the 
rest.  The  claimant  protests  to  the  adjuster 
that  he  is  out  heavily  by  his  loss,  but  in  dis- 
cussing the  matter  with  his  cronies  he  winks 
suggestively  as  he  remarks  he  "has  done 
fairly  well."  Is  it  any  wonder  in  the  light  of 
these  facts  that  the  underwriter  has  become 
somewhat  cynical  ?  He  knows  that  the  sched- 
ule prepared  for  his  inspection  has  been  in- 
creased beyond  its  true   amount   on    the   sup- 


position that  it  would  be  cut  down  anyway, 
and  knowing  this  his  aim  is  to  discover  the 
true  figures  upon  which  a  settlement  should 
be  made.  It  is  diamond  cut  diamond  between 
the  insurer  and  insured,  though  by  his  greater 
familiarity  with  the  value  of  his  stock  the 
claimant  always  has  the  advantage.  The 
adjuster,  no  matter  how  great  his  experience 
in  that  line,  can  scai'cely  be  expected  to  be  an 
epitome  of  knowledge  in  all  kinds  of  mer- 
cantile stocks,  and  so  he  sometimes  has  to  go 
it  blind  and  trust  to  his  judgment  of  the  man 
rather  than  his  own  knowledge  of  the  busi- 
ness. It  is  an  open  question  whether  it  would 
not  be  a  better  plan  for  the  companies  in 
every  instance  to  take  the  damaged  goods  and 
sell  them  out  at  public  auction  themselves. — 
The  Indicator  and  National  Journal  of  Insur- 
ance. 


Epigramma   Cunninghamma. 

"Duel"  agencies  is  the  way  one  agent 
spells  it. 

Some  insurance  discussion  is  sound— and  not 
much  else. 

Premium  is  a  noun  which  many  well-edu- 
cated managers  cannot  decline. 

The  difference  Between  speculation  and 
peculation  is  only  a  little  fine  "s" 

The  best  up-to-date  style  of  coat  for  insur- 
ance agents  is  a  checked  cutaway. 

The  lies  told  about  some  of  us  are,  perhaps, 
less  hurtful  than  the  truth  would  be. 

Position  often  affects  one's  sleep — the  posi- 
tion of  a  night-watchman,  for  instance. 

Some  insurance  schemes  seem  good  at  first 
thought— just  because  it  is  first  thought. 

Horseless  carriages,  smokeless  powder, 
wireless  telegraphy,  rateless  insurance. 

The  author  of  "The  Man  With  a  Hoe" 
should  try  his  poetic  talent  on  "The  Men 
With  the  Hose." 

It  is  said  of  an  agent's  parrot  that  vvhen  it 
sees  itself  in  a  glass  sign  or  advertising  mir- 
ror it  makes  this  modest,  cackle,  "I 'm  the 
best  poU-I-see." 

Looking  backward  from  these  days  of  shriv- 
eled tariffs  to  the  times  of  more  plump  rates, 
we  ought  not  to  forget  that  we  were  not,  all 
of  us,  happy  then. 

An  agent  who  is  "  up  and  up  "  says  that  the 
very  derivation  of  the  word  "premium"  fore- 
closes the  idea  of  giving  credit  for  it.  He  says 
the  word  is  from  the  Latin  proc,  before,  and 
emo,  to  take — pay  before  taking. 
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An  insurance  correspondent  says :  "  We  are 
suffering  from  a  local  epidemic  of  under- 
writis."  By  the  use  of  the  terminal  "itis" 
he  gives  a  new  word,  which  may  be  worth 
adding  to  the  insurance  vocabulary.  As  ton- 
silitis  means  inflammation  of  the  tonsils,  and 
bronchitis  means  inflammation  of  the  bronchia, 
why  not  say  underwritis  for  an  inflammatory, 
unhealthy  condition  of  tlie  business  of  insur- 
ance? May  it  not  be  a  timely  coinage,  too — 
this  underwritis? 

Within  a  short  time  we  have  had  the  follow- 
ing pressing  reasons  given  for  asking  payment 
of  losses  before  due,  and  without  interest  dis- 
count: "Claimant  is  an  honest,  but  very 
poor  man,  with  eight  children."  "Assured  is 
one  of  our  wealthiest  citizens" — children  not 
mentioned.  "Mr.  Blank  never  had  a  fire  be- 
fore." We  are  waiting  to  hear  it  said  :  "The 
assured  is  accustomed  to  have  his  fire  losses 
paid  without  discount,"  and  then  we  will  have 
two  pairs  of  extremes  in  this  line. 


Proposed  Policy  Forms. 

Seattle  (Wash.),  December  9,  1899. 

Editor  Coast  Review:  In  the  third  pai'a- 
graph  of  proposed  policy  form  for  insurance  of 
steamer,  published  in  your  November  issue 
(page  587),  this  sentence  occurs  : 

"This  policy  shall  not  be  called  upon  to  con- 
tribute for  any  loss  or  damage  sustained  only 
for  such  excess,"  etc. 

In  this  clause  your  correspondent  has  inad- 
vertently made  the  paragraph  mean  just  the 
opposite  of  what  was  intended  ;  which  was, 
doubtless,  that  "the  policy  shall  be  called 
upon  to  contribute  only  for  such  excess,"  etc. 
By  the  introduction  of  the  word  "not"  he  has 
reversed  the  sense.  If  it  is  desired  to  keep 
the  earlier  part  of  the  clause  as  written,  let 
"except"  be  substituted  for  "only,"  and  the 
proper  meaning  will  be  expressed ;  although  I 
think  the  phrase  "shall  be  only"  is  preferable 
to  the  negative  "shall  not  be,  except."  *    * 

Another  inadvertent  error  in  the  use  of  the 
word  "only"  is  its  position  in  the  first  sen- 
tence of  the  same  paragraph,  which  says  the 
machinerj',  etc.,  "is  only  insured  while  on 
board."  Besides  the  grammatical  inaccuracy 
of  this  statement,  as  written,  it  is  not  strictly 
true.  Many  other  acts  and  conditions  affect 
the  machinery  while  on  board.  For  example, 
it  is  used,  it  is  handled,  cleaned,  oiled,  and 
otherwise  influenced;  whereas  the  form  sub- 
mitted says  it  "is  only  insured."  "  Insured 
only  while  on  board"  correctly  expresses  the 
intention. 


Inasmuch  as  "tackle,  furniture,  ship  stores, 
and  all  other  apparel  and  machinerj'"  form 
the  plural  subject  of  this  sentence,  the  Eng- 
lish idiom  requires  "are"  instead  of  "is"  as 
the  form  of  the  verb ;  and  the  same  correction 
is  desirable  in  the  agreement  concerning  mill 
lights,  on  the  same  page,  in  the  expression 
"only  sperm  oil,  signal  oil,  lard  oil,  headlight 
oil,  gas  and  electric  lights  are  [  not  is  ] 
allowed." 

In  the  agreement  concerning  oiled  clothing 
"a  space  of  3  inches  hetween  each  piece''''  should 
be  completed  by  adding  "and  the  next  one," 
or  words  of  similar  import.  It  would  be  im- 
possible to  put  a  space,  or  anything  else,  he- 
tween any  one  article  A  less  cumbrous  way 
would  be  to  change  the  form  altogether,  and 
say,  "the  pieces  being  at  least  3  inches 
apart,"  or  "with  a  space  of  at  least  3  inches 
between  each  other. " 

In  the  paragraph  concerning  patent  rights 
on  machinery,  the  word  "although"  in  the 
first  line  should  be  omitted,  or  else  the  sen- 
tence should  continue  through  to  the  end  of 
the  paragraph.  As  now  printed,  with  the 
full  stop  after  "patents,"  the  clause  ending 
with  that  word  has  no  completion. 

In  the  clause  concerning  closed  condition  of 
schoolhouses  during  vacations,  the  words  "the 
same"  have  no  antecedent  to  which  they 
refer.  The  phrase  should  read,  "The  elosincj 
of  the  building  is  not  to  be  construed  as  va- 
cancy within  the  meaning  of  this  policy."  It 
is  evident,  of  course,  that  this  is  what  the 
author  means,  but  he  has  not  said  so. 

I  trust  neither  you  nor  your  contributor  Avill 
consider  me  finical  in  calling  attention  to 
these  matters.  I  am  engaged  in  that  depart- 
ment of  the  business  (adjustment  of  losses) 
which  has  to  take  policies  as  they  are  found, 
and  settle  claims  arising  under  them  ;  and  it 
is  certainly  better  and  easier  to  have  them 
written  right  in  the  first  place  than  to  try 
to  reform  them  after  a  fire.  If  an  insur- 
ance contract  does  not  say  just  what  is  in- 
tended there  is  generally  sure  to  be  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion  as  to  what  was  really  meant. 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  before  the  forms  above 
referred  to  are  made  use  of,  the  copy  maj^  be 
made  as  clear  as  possible. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Charles  H.  J.  Bliss, 

420  Broadway.  Adjuster. 

[The  clauses  criticised  by  our  correspondent 
were  merely  compiled  or  suK^ested  by  a  former 
contributor.  It  was  not  supposed  that  thoy  would 
be  accepted  and  applied  off-hand,  literally. — Ed. 
C.  R.i 
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Foreign  Notes. 
Damage  to  the  amount  of  nearly  £100,000  is 
understood  to  have  resulted  from  the  great 
fire  at  the  Liverpool  docks  in  November. 
There  is  no  fire  tug  in  Liverpool  to  second  the 
efforts  of  the  department. 

Official  statistics  show  that  the  births  reg- 
istered in  France  last  year  numbered  843,933, 
a  decrease  of  15,174  as  compared  with  the  rec- 
ord for  1897.  On  the  other  hand,  the  deaths 
increased  by  59,054  to  810,073. 

An  interesting  sketch  of  the  "last  days  in 
Johannesburg,"  by  a  woman  Outlander,  ap- 
pears in  the  last  issue  of  the  Review  of  the 
Week.  "The  only  people,"  the  writer  re- 
marks, "who  were  still  doing  very  brisk 
business  were  the  insurance  men  touting  for 
war  risks;  all  other  trades  and  business  had 
come  to  an  end  long  before  the  "ultimatum," 
and  very  little  money  even  passed  over  bar 
counters."  . 

The  Philadelphia  Times  is  authority  for  the 
information  that  in  1889  a  law  was  passed  in 
Germany  that  everj'  German  with  an  income 
of  £50  and  over  must  insure  his  life  against 
sickness  and  old  age.  In  1898  there  were  11,- 
200,000  persons  in  Germany  thus  insured,  and 
so  many  of  these  had  pulmonary  consumption 
that  thirty-seven  of  the  insurance  companies 
erected  at  their  own  expense  asanatarium  for 
the  care  of  these  persons. 

In  last  month's  book  we  noted  that  the 
fire  brigade  of  the  metropolitan  district,  Lon- 
don, did  not  receive  a  single  call  throughout 
the  whole  of  London  during  the  night  of  Octo- 
ber 27.  We  now  note  that  the  first  cold  snap 
arrived  in  the  Metropolis  the  first  week  in 
Decembei-,  and  on  Sunday,  December  8,  a  fire 
epidemic  prevailed.  On  the  afternoon  and 
evening  of  that  day  every  engine  in  the  ser- 
vice was  called  out  and  every  one  of  them  had 
work  to  do. 

Tid-Bits  recently  printed  the  following  par- 
agraph, which  is  taken  fi-om  the  page  devoted 
to  popular  instruction  :  "In  spite  of  the  fear- 
ful death-roll  of  our  soldiers  in  South  Africa, 
you  will  be  reassured  to  know  that  few  call- 
ings are  more  favorable  to  life  than  that  of  a 
soldier.  The  average  death-rate  in  the  Brit- 
ish army  is  less  than  five  per  thousand,  and 
even  in  times  of  war  it  only  averages  three 
times  this  ratio.  It  is  actually  more  than 
twice  as  fatal  to  enter  the  church  as  to  enter 
the  army ;  more  than  three  times  as  fatal  to 
take  to  the  law ;  and  more  than  five  times  as 
deadly  to  drive  a  cab.'.' 


Some  Remarks  on   the   Study  of    Adjustment 
Work. 

A  PAPER  BT  F.  G.  AKGALL,  HEAD  BEFOKE  THE 
FIUE  UNDEKWRITERS'  CLERKS'  ASSOCIATION, 
SAN    FRANCISCO. 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  : 

It  may  be  assumed  that  the  principal  object 
of  an  Association  such  as  yours  is  the  promo- 
tion of  education,  insurancewise;  and  the 
value  of  any  true  system  of  education  lies  in 
the  consideration  of  essential  principles, 
rather  than  a  mere  discussion  of  their  actual 
application — excepting,  of  course,  so  far  as 
such  application  is  necessary  for  the  purposes 
of  guidance  and  illustration.  It  is  not  within 
the  possible  limits  of  a  single  paper  to  even 
attempt  to  fully  cover  the  ground  ;  but,  in  my 
present  remarks,  I  propose  to  consider,  in  a 
purely  suggestive  way,  some  of  the  general 
principles  governing  the  study  of  fire  insur- 
ance adjustment  work. 

We  may  profitably  begin  by  inquiring  from 
what  aspects  and  to  what  extent  the  subject 
is  of  interest  to  the  members  of  your  Associa- 
tion. The  thoughtful  study  of  adjustment 
work  will,  of  course,  benefit,  indirectly  if  not 
directly,  any  insurance  man,  whatever  his 
position  and  prospects,  in  the  same  way  and 
on  the  same  lines  as  would  the  intelligent 
study  of  insurance  statistics  or  the  theory  of 
underwriting  or  the  surveying  of  risks. 
Other  than  this,  our  subject  chiefly  interests 
the  man  who  looks  forward  to  becoming  either 
a  special  agent  or  a  professional  adjuster. 

The  work  of  a  professional  (or  so-called  in- 
dependent) adjuster  is  a  distinct  specialty, 
carrying  with  it,  like  other  occupations,  some 
advantages  and  some  disadvantages.  It  is 
usually  regarded  as  being  somewhat  outside 
the  line  of  regular  advancement  in  the  insur- 
ance world ;  and  it  is  hardly  probable  that 
many  of  the  gentlemen  now  present  look 
definitely  forward  to  becoming,  in  the  fullness 
of  time,  professional  adjusters.  The  calling, 
nevertheless,  affords  a  respectable  career, 
which  is  not  without  its  peculiar  attractions. 
It  is  more  or  less  of  an  "exact  science,"  as 
opposed  to  the  admitted  uncertainties  of  pure 
"underwriting";  and  it  may  be  contrasted 
with  the  latter,  just  as  surgery  may  be  com- 
pared with  the  practice  of  medicine.  In  any 
event,  it  affords  a  cai-eer  which  an  insurance 
man  might  legitimately,  and  perhaps  wisely, 
select.  Moreover,  a  special  agent,  while  en- 
gaged on  adjustment  work,  is— or  at  any  rate, 
should  be — in  precisely  the  same  position  and 
governed  by  precisely  the  same  principles  and 
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considerations  as  a  professional  adjuster.  For 
the  special  agent  more  or  less  adjusting-  work 
is  inevitable ;  and  it  is  important  to  remember 
that  by  his  success,  or  otherwise,  in  this  con- 
nection the  special  agent  will  be  largely 
judged  in  regard  to  his  capacity  for  the  later 
conduct  of  broader  affairs.  Again;  for  the 
thoroughly  equipped  manager,  it  is  hardly 
necessary  to  say  that  a  complete  knowledge 
of  the  principles  and  practice  of  adjustment 
work  is  indispensable.  You  all  look  forward, 
presumably,  to  becoming,  if  not  professional 
adjusters,  either  managers,  or,  at  least, 
responsible  special  agents;  and  we  can  there- 
fore feel  we  are  to-night  considering  an 
important  branch  of  your  futui-e  work.  I  hope 
we  can  deal  with  it  in  a  way  which  will  be  of 
some  help  to  at  least  some  of  you. 

It  is  often  said  that  the  insurance  adjuster 
is  (like  the  poet  or  the  orator)  "born,  and  not 
made"  ;  but,  in  my  humble  judgment,  such  a 
statement  would  be  difBcult  to  sustain. 
Every  man  has  natural  leanings  to  one  kind 
of  work  or  another;  and  the  most  capable  and 
eminent  adjusters  have  their  "strong"  and, 
correspondingly,  their  "weak"  sides.  I  admit 
that  it  is  not  every  man  who  would  make  a 
competent  adjuster,  for  very  much  the  same 
reasons  that  so-called  "common  sense"  is  not 
so  common  as  is  theoretically  supposed.  In 
adjusting  work,  however,  as  in  other  mercan- 
tile pursuits,  there  is  nothing  mysterious  or 
esoteric,  even  in  its  most  advanced  and  com- 
plicated stages;  and  the  fullest  success  in 
this  direction  can  be  achieved  by  anyone  who 
has  a  reasonable  right  to  expect  a  similar 
measure  of  success  in  any  other  departmentof 
our  business.  Ignoring  the  fanciful  theory  of 
"predestination,"  I  should  define,  as  being 
among  the  most  necessary  qualifications  of  a 
potential  adjuster,  the  following: 

Good  health  ;  integrity  of  character ;  a  sound 
education  ;  capacity  for  hard  work. 

Good  health  is  a  sine  qua  non,  having  re- 
gard to  the  heavy  ti-aveling,  under  rapid  and 
constant  changes  of  climate,  coupled  with  the 
physical  conditions  and  surroundings  of  much 
of  the  work,  and  the  strain  (both  physical  and 
mental)  consequent  on  the  unavoidably  long 
hours  and  the  tension  of  prolonged  and  some- 
times severe  argument.  Self-control  and  the 
preservation  of  temper  are  certainly  among 
the  accompaniments  of  perfect  "health"  ;  and 
they  are  indispensable  in  the  successful  con- 
duct of  adjustment. 

The  necessity  of  unquestioned  integrity  is 
obvious,  in  view  both  of  the  heavy  financial 
responsibilities    often  incui-red  and    of    the 


difhculty  of  supervising,  by  any  ordinary 
methods,  an  agent  who  is  necessarily  en- 
trusted wuth  what,  in  effect,  are  "extraor- 
dinary powers,"  and  who  is  frequently  acting 
under  distant,  unknown  and  fortuitous  condi- 
tions. It  is  to  the  credit  of  our  business  that 
few  cases  of  dishonesty  are  known  among 
adjusters ;  but  the  temptations  are  ever  pres- 
ent, and  the  point  is  therefore  specially  re- 
ferred to.  Like  Caesar's  wife,  the  adjuster 
should  be  "above  suspicion." 

A  sound  education  is  obviously  necessary,  if 
only  as  a  foundation  for  the  many-sided  and 
complex  character  of  the  work.  An  adjuster 
should  not  only  be  able  to  collate  and  combine 
into  a  logical,  consistent  and  coherent  whole  a 
number  of  scattex'red  and  apparently  irrel- 
evant facts;  but  he  should  also  be  able  to 
deduce  therefrom  "the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth, "and  present 
to  the  parties  interested  in  his  conclusions  in  a 
clear  and  succinct  form — to  do  which,  with 
the  average  man,  presupposes  a  systematic 
training — that  is,  what  we  commonly  call 
"  education," 

Genius  has  been  defined  as  being  simply  the 
infinite  capacity  for  taking  pains.  So  I  should 
say  that  hard  work  constitutes  largely  the 
secret  of  success  with  an  adjuster.  In  adjust- 
ment work  there  is  often  much  heavy  routine 
labor  in  ploughing  through  a  mass  of  prelim- 
inary inquiries,  evidence,  circumstances  and 
details,  in  addition  to  those  more  interesting 
sections  of  an  adjustment  which  call  for  the 
exercise  of  judgment  and  the  higher  reason- 
ing qualities. 

Supplementing  the  qualifications  already 
referred  to,  there  will  always  be  ample  oppor- 
tunity for  the  exercise  of  such  qualities  as  a 
quick  perception  of  facts  and  their  reciprocal 
relations;  sound  judgment;  the  habit  of 
decisive  action  ;  firmness  of  attitude;  a  nat- 
ural sense  of  logic;  tact  in  dealing  with  "all 
sorts  and  conditions  of  men"  (which  includes 
the  rare  art  of  saying  in  a  pleasant  way  an 
unpleasant  thing)  ;  and,  finally,  a  natural 
tendency  towards  the  judicial  frame  of  mind — 
that  is,  the  mental  constitution  which  aims 
instinctively  at  the  ascertainment  of  actual 
facts,  with  an  absolute  disregard  to  their 
bearing  on  the  interests  involved. 

Bacon  has  said  that  reading  makes  a  full 
man,  speaking  a  ready  man,  and  writing  an 
exact  man.  An  adjuster  should  be  a  combina- 
tion of  all  these. 

The  description  I  have  given  of  the  personal- 
ity and  attributes  of  the  complete  adjuster 
may  be  regarded  as  something  of  an  imagina- 
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tive  sketch  ;  and  I  presume  that  there  are  but 
few  instances  on  record  of  the  really  ideal 
adjuster.  Nevertheless,  each  of  the  qualities 
referred  to  is  unquestionablj-  called  for,  with 
more  or  less  frequency  and  resularity;  and, 
by  so  many  of  them  as  are  wanting  in  a  man's 
constitution  and  equipment,  by  just  so  much 
will  he,  in  the  lonj;  run,  fall  short  of  the  full- 
est measure  of  success. 

It  will  now  be  of  practical  interest  if  we 
consider  in  what  ways  and  to  what  extent 
the  average  member  of  your  Association  can, 
at  the  present  time  and  under  existing  con- 
ditions, prepare  himself  for  future  adjusting 
work.  I  pi-obably  do  not  go  too  far  if  I  as- 
sume, as  a  ground-work,  that  he  possesses  a 
fair  genera]  knowledge  of  underwriting  terms 
and  practices. 

The  object  of  a  lire  insurance  adjustment 
may  be  defined  as  the  exact  determination  of 
the  insurance  company's  liability  to  the  party 
insured,  following  the  destruction  of  or  dam- 
age to  the  property  covered ;  and  the  actual 
work  of  an  adjustment  may  be  classified  into 
the  following  natural  divisions  or  sections: 

1.  An  investigation  of  the  origin  of  the  fire. 

2.  A  decision  as  to  the  liability  of  the  com- 
pany for  the  whole  or  part  of  the  resulting 
property  loss. 

3.  An  ascertainment  of  the  amount  of  such 
liability,  in  its  various  divisions. 

Referring  back  to  the  assumed  qualifications 
of  an  adjuster,  we  find  that,  under  section  1, 
an  adjuster  may  obviously  have  to  assume 
some  at  least  of  the  duties  of  a  detective. 
Under  section  2,  he  will  frequently  have  to 
assume  some  of  the  functions  of  a  judge,  or  at 
least  of  a  lawyer.  Under  section  3,  he  may 
require  to  more  or  less  extent  the  qualifica- 
tions of  an  appraiser  of  values,  a  merchant,  an 
accountant,  a  builder,  or  a  machinist,  and 
under  any  circumstances,  he  should  be  a  good 
man  of  business.  We  will  take  up  briefly 
each  of  these  sections  from  the  student's 
point  of  view — not  endeavoring  to  cover  all 
the  ground,  but  touching,  in  the  way  of  illus- 
tration, on  some  suggestive  points. 

Section  1.  It  is  obvious  that  investigation 
or  detective  work  cannot  very  well  be  prac- 
ticed or  even  studied  to  any  great  extent  in 
an  office.  On  this  part  of  the  subject,  how- 
ever, it  may  be  said  that  the  origin  of  a  fire 
should  be  considered  in  all  its  physical  bear- 
ings and  circumstances,  and  personally,  as 
regards  the  assured.  As  a  general  thing, 
perhaps  sufficient  attention  is  not  paid  by 
adjusters  to  the  cause  of  fire,  despite  its  ap- 
parent and  obvious  importance.     It  isassumed, 


of  course,  that  a  statement  as  to  the  fire  and 
its  circumstances  will  be  taken  from  the.  as- 
sured  and  checked,    where  possible,    by    the 
evidence    and    testimony    of    witnesses    and 
neighbors  —  under    which    routine    anything 
of  a  suspicious  or  questionable  character  will 
be  likely  to  come   to  light.     If,  however,  any 
reason  whatever  should  be  developed  why  the 
assured  would  be  in  a  better  position  fi'om  the 
burning  of  the  property,  there  is  a  prima  facie 
•ground  for  suspicion,  and  this  point  should  be 
invariably  watched  closely.     For  instance,   a 
property,  worth  on  its  face,  say,  $10,000,   may 
be  insured  for  $5,000   only,  and   it   would   be 
easy  to  jump  at   the  conclusion  that  the  loss 
must  consequently  be  honest,   without  ques- 
tion.    It  should  be  borne  in   mind,   however, 
that   if  the   owner   were   financially    embar- 
rassed,   if  the  property  were  unsatisfactory  to 
him,  or  he  desired  to  move  it  to  another  part 
of  the  premises,  or  if  it  were  unsaleable  (per- 
haps purely  through  temporary  conditions),  or 
if  it  were  likely  to  become  unproductive   or 
useless,  or  if  he  foresaw  the  possibility  of  his 
becoming  dispossessed  of  it  by   legal  proceed- 
ings, or  if  he  wished  to  go  into  another  line  of 
business,  or  leave  the  country,  under  any  of 
these    or    other   analagous  conditions,    it    is 
clearly  possible  that  |5,000  in  cash  would  be  a 
good  exchange  for  propertj'  "worth,"  may  be, 
twice  as  much.     I  believe  a  dwelling  in  south- 
ern California,  worth,  say,  J;7,0(K)  and  insured 
for   $3,800  only,    burned   because    the    owner 
wanted  to  reside  (as  she  is  now  doing)  at  the 
other    end   of    her  orange  orchard ;    and    an 
under-insured    hotel   in   Northern   California 
burned  (as  I  believe)  because  the  owner  and 
his  wife  could  not  otherwise  agree  as  to  the 
division  of  their  property  under  a  separation 
agreement.     Even   considerable   under-insur- 
ance  will  generally  pay  a  better  price  for  prop- 
erty than  might  be  realized  by  a  forced  sale  ; 
and  we  should    therefore   remember   the  im- 
portant  fact  that  heavy   "under-insurance'' 
is  not  necessarily  proof  of  an  honest  fire. 

While  on  this  subject,  let  me  refer  to  one 
very  important  point.  Many  expert  valuers, 
especially  builders — also  some  insurance  men — 
are  prone,  in  arriving  at  their  estimates,  to 
pay  too  much  regard  to  the  merely  "  material " 
side  of  the  proposition— that  is,  original  cost, 
or  the  cost df  replacement,  ignoringal together 
what  may  be  called  the  "personality"  of  the 
situation,  as  just  referred  to.  There  is  no 
earthly  reason,  in  my  judgment,  why  an  insui'- 
ance  company  should  pay,  or  he  expected  to  pay, 
more  than  could  possibly  he  realized  for  the  prop- 
erty hy  any  means  other  than  the  occurrence  of  a 
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fire.  And  yet  the  companies  are  constantlj' 
being  pressed  to  do  this  very  thing.  "Actual 
cash"  value,  as  the  policy  expresses  it — that 
is,  the  real  commercial  (or  substantive)  value 
— is  the  indemnity  guaranteed  under  our  con- 
tracts ;  and  to  promise  or  allow  more  than  this 
would  obviously  be  against  public  policj'. 
This  essential  principle  should  not  only  be 
steadily  kept  in  mind  by  the  adjuster,  but 
explained  thoroughly  to  and  impressed  upon 
the  appraisers,  whenever  an  appraisement  is 
unavoidable. 

A  good  illustration  of  wha^t  I  mean  would  be 
a  boarding-house  on  an  abandoned  mining 
property,  situate  in  an  isolated  and  remote 
locality,  and  useless  for  any  pui-pose  other 
than  that  for  which  it  was  built.  The  build- 
ing might  have  cost,  say,  a  thousand  dollars, 
and  be  comparatively  or,  for  that  matter,  ac- 
tually new.  But,  nevertheless,  to  value  it  or 
allow  for  it  anything  like  a  thousand  dollars 
would  be  so  patently  absurd  and  unjust  that 
I  think  any  reasonable  person  would  admit 
the  full  truth  of  my  principle  (which,  in  one 
way  or  another,  applies  to  many  more  cases 
than  would  appear  likely,  without  a  full  con- 
sideration of  the  subject). 

The  Chronicle  Fire  Tables,  by  the  way,  con- 
tain an  interesting  and  valuable  set  of 
diagrams  showing  (outside  of  arson  or  incen- 
diary cases)  the  perceutage  of  the  causes  of 
fire  in  various  classes  of  risks. 

Section  3.  More  can  be  learned,  in  a  pre- 
parator}'  way,  by  the  student  under  this  head 
than  in  either  of  the  others;  and  it  is  fort- 
unately an  important  section,  requiring,  even 
for  its  partial  mastery,  considerable  study  and 
research  such  as  cannot  always  be  given  dur- 
ing the  active  work  of  adjustment.  The  liabil- 
ity of  a  company  of  course  depends  exclusively 
on  the  terms  of  its  contract— that  is,  the  pol- 
icy— modified  only  by  the  decisions  of  the 
courts  in  the  way  of  interpretation  and  moa- 
ification.  The  first  thing  to  be  taken  up  in 
this  connection  is  the  policy  itself,  which  can 
be  read  and  pi'ofitably  re-read  to  an  almost 
indefinite  extent,  in  the  light  of  expanding 
and  broadening  knowledge.  For  the  past  few 
years  we  have  had  the  advantage  of  being 
able  to  use  Clement's  Digest,  which  is  the 
work  I  would  suggest  be  first  consulted  in 
the  way  of  legal  study,  as  it  takes  the  New 
York  standard  policy  form  itself  and  works 
along,  step  by  step  (although  with  some  im- 
portant omissions)  along  the  policy  contract, 
section  by  section,  and  line  by  line. 

Hine  &  Nichols  "Fire  Agents' Law  Book" 
costs  only  $1.50  per  copj',  and  is  an  excellent 
work,  so  far  as  it  goes. 


After  the  policy  and  Clement's  Digest  have 
been  to  some  extent  assimilated,  other  insui"- 
ance  law  books  can  be  profitably  studied  ;  but, 
by  the  time  the  student  gets  to  this  point  of 
his  preparatory  education  he  should  be  able  to 
solve  a  good  many  of  the  questions  which  fre- 
quently embarrass  young  adjusters,  such,  for 
instance,  as.  What  is  a  fixture  ? 

In  the  figuring  of  a  loss  on  building,  totally 
destroyed,  should  we  include  either  the  cost 
of  preparation  of  plans  and  specifications,  or 
the  supervising  architect's  fee  '.  And,  if  so, 
which  ?  Assuming  arson  on  the  part  of  the 
assured,  under  what  conditions  could  the 
payee  recover  ? 

(To  be  continued.) 


Calendarious. 

The  National  Life  of  Vermont  issues  a  ser- 
viceable good-for-the-eyes  wall  calendar. 
1S50-1900  reminds  us  that  this  thriving  life 
-company  celebrates  its  jubilee  this  year. 

The  Life  Ins.  Co.  of  Virginia  sends  out  a 
handsome  red,  white,  blue  and  black  wall 
calendar.  By  the  way,  we  shouldn't  be  sur- 
prised to  see  this  prosperous  Richmond  com- 
pany, some  day,  out  here  in  California,  where 
there  are  so  many  well-to-do  Southern  people. 

The  Belfast  calendar,  presented  by  T.  K. 
Phillips  &  Co.,  the  Coast  Review  binders,  are 
beauties.  They  have  daily  quotation  pads, 
and  conveniently  arranged  postal  information 
on  the  back.  The  first  quotation  from  Tenny- 
son is— "There's  a  new  face  at  the  door." 


There  are  two  classes  of  insurance  men 
whose  infiuence  under  present  conditions  is 
harmful  rather  than  helpful.  One  is  the  the- 
orist—the dreamer,  who  isconstantly  seeking 
to  enforce  pettj',  theoretical  schemes  which 
do  not  affect  conditions  and  which  but  serve 
to  hinder  and  embarrass  the  higher  and 
broader  effort  of  those  who  are  aiming  at  the 
removal  of  the  cause  of  adverse  conditions. 
The  other  is  the  severely  practical  man  who 
recognizes  no  high  plane  in  the  business  of 
insurance — no  sentiment  but  one  of  personal 
gain — is  absolutely  indifferent  as  to  his  action 
upon  others  or  upon  the  future  of  the  business. 
Neither  class  aids  in  the  upbuilding  of  a  solid 
and  sound  structure  for  future  occupancy,  but 
both  materially  retard  the  earnest  efforts  of 
others.— Otto  E.  Greelev. 


Ogden,  Utah,  rejoices  over  a  45c  per  capita 
fire  loss,  as  compared  with  $1.47  for  Salt  Lake. 
For  the  first  time  in  many  years,  Ogden  is 
able  to  report  no  incendiary  fire. 
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Mention  is  made  of  the  receipt  of  over- 
payment money,  in  Chicago,  by  the  ^'Etna 
Ins.  Co.  The  writer,  who  did  not  sign 
his  name,  said  he  had  made  an  estimate 
of  his  loss  and  salvage  since  being  paid, 
and  thought  he  had  been  overpaid.  He 
therefore  returned  $100  to  the  company, 
saying,  ' '  I  have  concluded  this  belongs  to 
you,  not  to  me.  "  A  local  paper  is  quoted 
as  saying:  "The  managers  are  in  active 
search  for  the  man.  If  they  find  him, 
they  propose  to  dissect  him,  and  use  the 
particles  to  vaccinate  every  other  policy- 
holder who  has  submitted  proofs  of  loss. ' ' 
The  Coast  Review  hoped  to  procure  "a 
scab "  from  so  excellent  a  subject,  if 
caught,  for  the  inoculation  of  sundry  Cal- 
ifornia claimants. 

* 

Among  the  vagaries  of  reporting  at  the 
Chicago  fire,  these  specimens  were  quoted: 

"  Families  are  running  around  naked  in 
search  of  each  other." 

"Walls  falling  on  burning  babies,  and 
carriages  running  away  frantically  in 
every  direction  to  escape  the  burning 
fluid." 

"Even  the  infuriated  hogs,  half  cooked, 
are  flying  to  the  temporary  relief  of  the 
sewers. " 

"  The  demand  for  water  was  very  great, 
but  no  one  was  intoxicated.  " 

"  A  German  was  seen  wheeling  t^is  wife, 
upon  which  were  seen  some  potatoes  and 
a  keg  of  beer,  which,  being  tapped,  was 
tearfully  consigned  to  the  flames." 

The   reporters,    it    is  evident,   had  not 
recovered  from  their  unusual  excitement 
when  they  penned  these  sentences. 
*  ■) 

A  great  many  new  companies  were  pro- 
jected after  the  Chicago  fire.  Among 
these  were  the  State  Investment  of  San 
Francisco,  the  Humboldt  and  the  What 
Cheer  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Market,  New 
Era,  Palisade  and  the  Safeguard  of  New 
York.  Of  the  twenty-three  new  com- 
panies named,  only  the  National  and  the 
Orient  survive.  They  were  legitimate, 
well  managed  companies. 


The  Underwriters'  Agency,  then  com- 
posed of  theGermania,  Hanover,  Niagara 
and  Republic,  of  New  York,  opened  a  new 
office  at  319  California  street;  General 
Agent  Wm.  J.  Stoddart  printed  in  the 
Coast  Review  of  February  15,  1872,  "an 
unsolicited  testimonial  from  prominent 
merchants  of  Chicago,"  addressed  to  the 
officers  of  the  several  companies  of  the 
Underwriters'  Agency.  The  losses  in  the 
conflagration,  amounting  to  nearly  a  mil- 
lion dollars,  were  paid  dollar  for  dollar. 
We  quote  as  follows  from  this  handsome 
testimonial: 

"The  course  pursued  by  your  companies 
(the  Agency)  in  the  adjustment  and  payment 
of  our  own  claims,  and,  so  far  as  we  know,  all 
claims  for  losses  in  the  great  fire  in  Chicago, 
has  been  so  highly  honorable,  prompt  and 
straightforward,  and  marked  by  such  appar- 
ent desire  to  deal  justly  toward  all  parties, 
under  all  circumstances,  that  we  desire  vol- 
untarily to  acknowledge  it  to  the  business 
public." 

The   New  York  Underwriters'  Agency 
is  still  in  existence,  with  the  veteran  Wm. 
J.  Stoddart  as  general  manager. 
* 

The  Coast  Review  said :  ' '  We  constantly 
hear  complaints  about  the  low  rates  of 
premium  charged  by  some  of  our  com- 
panies on  various  kinds  of  risks  in  San 
Francisco  and  Oakland.  We  are  opposed 
to  extortionate  rates  on  any  kind  of  risks, 
but  we  are  still  more  opposed  to  inade- 
quate rates."  This  sentence  strikes  the 
keynote  of  sound  protection  and  success- 
ful underwriting. 

The  California  insurance  department 
was  taken  to  task  for  allowing  the  Pacific 
and  the  Occidental  to  continue  writing 
policies  after  it  was  common  knowledge 
that  those'  companies  were  insolvent. 
They  only  claimed  to  be  able  to  pay  25  cts. 
or  50  cts.  on  the  dollar. 

The  following  list  of  California  com- 
panies was  printed  in  the  Coast  Review  for 
February,  1872: 
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Assets. 

California $   410,443 

Fireman's  Fund 856,787 

Home  Mutual 839,983 

Merchants  Mutual  Marine  .       749,760 
Union 1,039,014 

Total $3,895,998 

The  Fireman's  Fund  to-day  has  consid- 
erably more  assets  than  all  five  had  then. 
The  Home  Mutual  had  then  $550,000  stock 
notes  among  its  assets.  To-day  it  has 
solid  cash  assets,  with  a  handsome  surplus 
larger  than  its  net  assets  then. 

California  had  an  obnoxious  policy 
stamp  tax  in  1872,  of  one  dollar  for  every 
thousand  dollars  of  risk.  The  policy- 
holders paid  this  extraordinary  tax. 
There  was  no  recovery,  of  course,  for 
stamps  on  canceled  policies.  There  were 
salaried  stamp  inspectors. 
* 

The  British  &  Foreign  Marine  Ins.  Co. 
then  operated  in  California  only,  in    this 

country. 

* 

"Old  Fogy"  wrote  to  the  Coast  Re- 
view from  Chicago,  that  he  had  inter- 
viewed thirty-five  "last  man  "  who  left 
the  Merchants  Exchange  the  night  of  the 
great  fire,  and  found  that  there  were 
twenty-three  of  the  "last  man  "  who  left 
the  First  National  Bank  building;  that 
he  couldn't  find  a  single  company  which 
didn  't  pay  the  ' '  first  loss",  and  there  was 
no  trouble  finding  companies  which  would 
be  ' '  the  last  ' '  to  pay. 

Advertisements. 
(From  till'  Coast  Kovlow,  Feliniury  l.'i.  1872.) 

FIREMAN'S  FUND 
Insurance  Company 

Onice  S.  W.  corner  California  and  Sansome  street. 
San  Francisco,  Cal. 

The  assessment  levied  by  this  Company  in  con- 
sequence of  losses  by  the  Great  Chicago  Fire,  has 
been  all  paid  ui). 

The  President  is  still  in  Chicago  adjusting 
losses  and  paying  same  In  Full,  as  fast  as  adjusted. 

This  Company  will  continue  business  in  Califor- 
nia and  throughout  the  United  States,  and  referring 
to  its  former  course  as  a  guaranty  of  the  future 
solicits  the  patronage  of  its  friends  and  the  public 
in  general. 


D.  J.   Staples,  President.    G.  H.  Lawton,  Vice- 
President,  Chas.  R.  Bond,  Secretary. 
* 
(From  the  Coast  Review.  February  15,  1872.) 
•'  $6o,ooo  Saved  from  Forfeiture." 

The 
NEW  ENGLAND  MUTUAL 
Life   Ins.  Co.,  Of  Boston, 

Has  paid  over  Sixty  Thousand  Dollars  on  Lapsed 
Policies  on  this  Coast.  These  Claims  were  paid 
under  the  Massachusetts  Non-Forfeiture  Law. 

The  Main  Points  of  the  Law  Under  Which  the 
Above  Claims  were  Paid: 

No  Insurance  on  Life  shall  be  forfeited  by  non- 
payment of  premium. 

The  net  value  of  the  Policy  shall  be  ascertained 
at  the  time  of  the  lapse  of  premium,  and  be  con- 
sidered a  net  single  premium  of  temporary  insur 
ance. 

If  the  death  of  the  party  occurs  within  the  term 
of  temporary  insurance,  the  Company  shall  be 
bound  to  pay  the  whole  Policy  the  same  as  if  there 
had  been  no  lapse  premium;  provided,  the  Company 
shall  have  the  right  to  deduct  from  the  face  of  the 
Policy  the  Anaount  of  premium  due,  with  interest 
at  date  of  death. 

The  New  England  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany was  incorporated  in  1S35.  It  has  accumulated 
assets  of  $10,000,000.  This  Company  charges  no 
more  for  premiums  on  its  insurance  than  those 
Companies  that  have  the  unjust  clause  "pay 
promptly  or  forfeit"  embodied  in  their  policies. 
Wallace  Everson,  General  Agent,  Office  N.  W.  Cor. 
California  and  Sansome  Streets,  San  Francisco. 

President  Irvin's  Letter. 

The  fire  insurance  "situation  "  has  been 
notorious,  as  regards  "the  East,"  during 
the  past  year.  Not  only  have  losses  been 
excessive,  but  rates  have  been  cut,  ex- 
penses have  been  increased,  non-board 
competition  has  been  demoralizing,  and 
"the  devil  has  been  to  pay"  generally. 
On  top  of  the  agony,  stocks  took  a  tum- 
ble in  the  latter  half  of  the  year,  and  had 
not  recovered  on  December  31,  when 
statements  were  being  made  up. 

President  Irvin,  of  the  National  Board, 
has  issued  a  letter,  sent  to  all  the  compa- 
nies, reciting  the  very  unsatisfactory  state 
of  affairs,  and  suggesting  aconferonce  of  the 
companies,  big  and  little,  board  and  non- 
board.  The  purpose  is  to  end,  if  possible, 
the  dangerous  conflict  now  disturbing  the 
business  in  a  wide  area.  He  wishes  to  be 
intrusted  with  the  selection  of  a  commit- 
tee of  twenty-five,  to  meet  in  New  York 
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one  day  in  each  of  the  months  of  January, 
February  and  March,  to  discuss  the  pres- 
ent unfortunate  situation  and  unite  upon 
some    plan    promising    permanent   relief. 

President  Irvin,  who  is  also  president  of 
the  Fire  Association  of  Philadelphia, 
sums  up  underwriting  affairs  in  the  East 
in  a  paragraph  as  follows: 

It  must  be  apparent  to  all  thoughtful 
underwriters  that  the  fire  insurance  busi- 
ness of  this  country  is  in  a  most  deplorable 
condition,  and  is  rapidly  approaching  a 
crisis  which  will  severely  test  the  re- 
sources of  the  strongest  corporations;  that 
by  reason  of  our  mistakes  and  our  un- 
wisely directed  efforts  we  are  menaced 
with  the  distrust  of  the  public,  and  that 
in  consequence  of  our  antagonisms  and 
conflicts  we  are  bringing  upon  ourselves 
most  hostile  and  dangerous  legislation. 
The  situation  thus  briefly  stated  has  been 
met  with  apparent  apathy  by  fire  insur- 
ance companies  of  all  kinds,  and  a  fierce 
strife  for  supremacy  goes  on  with  the 
most  reckless  disregard  of  our  obligations 
to  the  public  and  to  those  who  have 
placed  us  in  positions  of  trust  and  respon- 
sibility. While  prosperity  is  attending 
almost  ever}'  branch  of  business  in  this 
country,  we  are  not  in  a  position  to  com- 
mand or  to  be  benefited  by  it.  We  seem 
to  be  competing  with  each  other  in  an 
effort  to  increase  the  expense  of  the  busi- 
ness without  making  any  earnest  effort  to 
to  increase  our  revenue  to  meet  this  in- 
creased expense.  The  conditions  that 
confront  us  are  certainly  susceptible  of 
improvement:  and  as  thoughtful,  honest 
and  responsible  men  we  owe  it  to  the  pub- 
lic, to  our  stockholders  and  to  ourselves 
to  use  our  experience  under  the  sense  of 
duty  which  we  must  realize,  to  unite  our 
off'orts  to  restore  our  business  to  a  position 
of  safety,  and  place  it  on  a  plane  of  ordi- 
nary business  prudence. 

An  A.  O.  U.  W.  Decision. 
Divorce  of  Beneficiary — By-Laws. 
The  following  is  a  digest  of  a  decision  of 
the  court  of  appeals  of  Colorado  in  the 
recent  case  of  Overhiser  v.  Overhiser: 
The  A.  O.  U.  W.  by-laws  provide  that 
the  beneficiary  shall  be  named  in  the  cer- 


tificate, and  shall  be  within  one  of  three 
designated  classes  of  persons,  and  that,  if 
the  beneficiary  dies,  the  fund  shall  go  to 
certain  heirs,  in  the  absence  of  any  fur- 
ther designation  of  a  beneficiary  by  the 
insured.  A  wife,  (within  one  of  the  des- 
ignated classes)  obtained  a  divorce  prior 
to  the  death  of  her  husband,  the  insured. 
Held,  that  obtaining  the  divorce  was  not 
the  legal  equivalent  of  the  death  of  the 
beneficiary,  so  as  to  give  the  heirs  any 
right  to  the  fund.     P.  R.  59. 

Life  Insurance  Paragraphs. 
B'ROM  40  to  60  per  cent,  of  the  first 
year's  premium,  according  to  size  of  pol- 
icy, is  the  compensation  of  New  York 
Life  agents.  On  renewals,  $50,000  a  year, 
5  per  cent,  second  year.  For  every  addi- 
tional $50,000,  an  additional  year's  5  per 
cent,  renewal:  excepting  that  for  $250,000 
a  year,  10  per  cent,  will  be  paid  for  second 
year,  and  5  for  third  and  fourth  year;  for 
$300,000,  10  per  cent,  second  and  third 
year,  and  5  per  cent,  fourth  year;  for 
$400,000,  10  per  cent,  second,  third, 
fourth  and  fifth  year.  This  has  the  ap- 
pearance of  being  an  elaborate  scheme  to 
prevent  twisting.  But  at  the  same  time 
it  can  not  prevent  rebating. 

*  *       * 

Geo.  W.  Perkins,  second  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  New  York  Life,  at  a  dinner 
given  in  his  honor  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria, 
December  21st,  was  presented  with  a 
handsome  silver  punch  bowl  and  service, 
both  the  bowl  and  the  cups  being  modeled 
after  the  dome  of  the  New  York  Life 
building.  Twenty-four  of  the  company's 
representatives  in  the  field  were  present, 
having,  in  a  competition  running  from 
November  13th  to  December  16th,  written 
the  lai'gest  individual  business.  The 
competition  in  the  period  named  yielded 
the   company    nearly    $38,000,000   of  new 

business. 

*  *       * 

John  A.  McCall:  A  word  as  to  the 
desii-ability  of  foreign  business  for  an 
American  company:  While  we  believe 
that  our  own  is  a  favored  land  in  most 
respects,  some  of  our  life  insurance  com_ 


22 


The   Coast   ReOievO 


panies  long  ago  discovered  that  the  con- 
ditions of  life  abroad  among  the  insuring 
classes,  especially  in  Europe,  are  quite  as 
favorable  as  they  are  in  the  United  States. 
We  are  some  times  disposed  to  think  that 
we  are  the  only  progressive  people,  which, 
of  course,  is  a  mistake.  People  in  Europe 
have  been  working  at  economic  and  sani- 
tary problems  much  longer  than  we  have, 
and,  in  general,  the  conditions  which  in- 
sure security  to  life  and  stability  to  prop- 
erty there  are  quite  equal  to  those  which 
exist  in  this  country.  Moreover,  business 
can  be  secured  at  a  lower  expense,  and — 
a  most  important  consideration — once 
obtained,  it  is  more  persistent  than  in 
this  country,  and  in  the  end  equally  profit- 
able. A  large  and  widely  distributed 
membership  well  selected  must  necessarily 
give  the  best  and  most  uniform  results  in 
life  insurance. 

*  *      » 

Here  is  a  proposition  that  a  represent- 
ative of  one  of  the  giants  is  making  in 
Chicago,  according  to  the  Insurance  Field : 
"I  will  write  a  $5,000  policy  on  your  life, 
which  I  will  give  you  in  my  own  com- 
pany. In  addition  to  this  I  will  throw  in 
a  $25,000  policy  to  run  for  one  year,  which 
will  not  cost  you  a  cent.  I  can  afford  to 
give  you  this  $2.5,000  policy  for  nothing 
as  I  can  pay  the  premium  out  of  my  com- 
mission. It  is  in  an  old  line  company. 
You  can  then  go  home  to  your  wife  and 
hand  her  $.30,000  worth  of  insurance,  and 
what  woman  would  not  bo  pleased  !"  The 
above  letter  was  actually  written  to  a 
newly  married  man. 

*  *      * 

The  Robert  O'Grady  on  whose  life  a 
band  of  conspiratoi-s  collected  several 
thousand  dollars  of  insurance  money  from 
the  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Security,  has 
been  found  halo  and  hearty  an  inmate  of 
the  National  Soldiers'  Home  in  Mil- 
waukee. The  living  O'Grady  says  that 
ho  did  not  know  his  life  was  insured.  The 
November  Coast  Review  contained  the 
news  of  the  arrest  of  several  of  the  con- 
spirators engaged  in  the  nefarious  busi- 
ness. The  Security  has  been  hit  hard  by 
them. 


Equitable  Life  agents  will  now  re- 
ceive as  commissions,  50  per  cent,  the 
first  year,  20  per  cent,  the  second  year, 
17  per  cent,  the  third  year,  15  per  cent, 
the  fourth  year,  and  a  continuous  7  per 
cent,  each  year  thereaftei-,  during  the  life 

of  the  policy. 

*  *      * 

January  2  was  the  second  largest  day 
in  the  history  of  the  Equitable  Life  Assur- 
ance Society.  The  company  received  ap- 
plications fo*r  and  issued  policies  aggre- 
gating over  $6,000,000. 

*  *      * 

A  Strained  Decision.— The  letter  of 
the  law,  notHhe  spirit,  governed  the  de- 
cision of  the  queen's  bench  division  of  the 
high  court  of  justice  in  England,  in  an 
income  tax  case  wherein  the  Equitable 
Life  was  defendant.  The  old  point  was 
up — whether  or  not  the  surplus  was  assess- 
able, undei-  the  law.  The  company  con- 
tended that  it  was  a  mutual,  with  nominal 
stock  drawing  a  small  dividend  limited  bv 
the  law  of  the  state  incorporating  it ;  but 
the  English  lower  and  upper  courts  held 
that  so  far  as  the  income  tax  is  concerned 
the  company  is  a  stock  company  in  Great 
Britain,  notwithstanding  the  mutual 
character  of  the  contract  of  insurance  and 
the  regular  division  of  the  surplus.  The 
law  of  Great  Britain,  as  now  interpreted, 
does  not  tax  mutual  companies  on  their 
divisible  surplus  or  overpayments.  The 
surplus  in  a  stock  company,  however, 
amounts  to  profits,  and  their  return  in 
part,  as  in  the  case  of  a  mutual,  never- 
theless does  not  relieve  them  from  taxa- 
tion— in  Great  Britain.  This  decision 
seems  a  strained  one.  The  Equitable  was 
organized  under  laws  requiring  a  control- 
ling capital  stock.  It  is  a  mutual  com- 
pany so  far  as  its  policies  are  concerned, 
and  returns  as  dividends  its  surplus  funds 
at  regular  intervals,  retaining  only  such 
percentage  as  the  directors  deem  best  for 
the  interests  of  the  policyholders. 

*  *      * 

The  report  of  the  secretary  of  the 
Knights  and  Ladies  of  Honor  to  the 
supreme  lodge  shows  a  startling  decrease 
in  insurance  in  force  during  the  last  three 
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years.  The  report  says  "from  December, 
18!)'),  to  the  close  of  1898  we  had  lost  $15,- 
!)2(i,000  of  insurance  in  force,  or  of  the 
amount  in  force  at  the  beginning  of  lS9fi 
we  had  lost  by  the  close  of  1898  18  pei- 
cent." 

The  Michig-anders  have  at  least  one  in- 
structive address  at  each  meeting  of  the 
association  of  life  agents.  At  one  of  their 
recent  meetings  Judge  Harry  D.  Jewell 
read  a  paper  on  the  precedents  in  the 
courts  on  insurance  cases.  Among  the 
principal  subjects  discussed  wei-e: 

Can  a  divorced  wife  claim  policy  on  a  dead 
ex-husband's  life?  Answer— Although  not 
seemingly  just,  she  can. 

Can  a  policy  be  issued  by  a  man  in  favor  of 
his  betrothed  wife  ^  Answer— As  the  law 
considers  an  engagement  of  mai-riage  the  same 
as  a  contract  not  yet  legally  binding,  it  can 
not  be  legally  issued. 

Can  a  child  of  age  that  is  wholly  independ- 
ent of  the  support  of  a  parent  issue  a  policy 
on  that  parent's  life  ?  Answer — No  company 
can  legally  issue  such  a  policy. 

If  the  beneficiary  should  kill  the  insured, 
would  he  receive  the  policy?  Answer— He 
would,  according  to  precedent,  but  if  he  is 
proved  a  murderer  in  such  a  case  for  gain,  he 
would  receive  a  life  sentence  and  the  money 
would  be  confiscated  by  the  state. 

To  somewhat  of  this  we  dissent. 


premiums  must  bo  invested  in  Prussian 
consols;  also,  half  the  interest  thereon: 
Expenses,  as  reported,  must  be  divided 
between  new  and  old  business.  A  war 
risk  reserve  fund,  beginning  with  200,000 
marlcs,  must  be  established  and  main- 
tained. There  must  also  be  a  fluctuation 
reserve  of  not  less  than  4,000,000  marl<s. 
Investments  and  loans  on  stoclcsor  shares 
are  prohibited,  though  there  appears  to 
be  no  prohibition  of  purchase  of  South 
American  and  Mexican  Government 
bonds.  The  first  year's  commission  on 
policies  issued  in  Prussia  must  not  exceed 
two  per  cent,  of  amount  insured.  Prus- 
sian real  estate  must  not  be  purchased 
without  consent  of  the  authorities.  These 
are  virtually  the  same  governmental  re- 
quirements as  made  several  years  ago, 
which  were  regarded  by  the  "giant" 
American  companies  as  prohibitory.  One 
company,  the  New  York,  has  since  re- 
turned to  Prussia,  and  the  Mutual  will 
probably  do  so.  The  Prussian  govern- 
ment reserves  the  right  to  revoke,  with- 
out giving  the  reason  therefor,  the  author- 
ity to  do  business  in  the  kingdom.  The 
empire  imposes  no  special  conditions,  and 
the  Americans  have  been  at  liberty  to 
transact  business  in  Germany  outside  of 
Prussia. 


On  December  15th  the  Mutual  Reserve 
Fund  issued  a  letter  to  policyholders,  re- 
fei-ring  to  the  option  of  exchanging  the 
old  increasing  rate  form  for  the  now 
uniform  rate,  on  the  basis  of  either  the 
original  age  or  the  attained  age.  It  is 
claimed  that  this  option  is  being  gen- 
erally accepted  by  tlie  members.  A  note 
is  given  for  the  required  legal  reserve  up 
to  date.  Meantime  the  company  has  not 
applied  for  re-admission  to  Massachusetts. 
*      *       * 

In  Prussia,  only  annual  dividend  poli- 
cies are  allowed,  and  only  a  fourth  of  the 
"profits"  may  be  retained.  The  ordi- 
nary citizen-soldier  must  be  insured  with- 
out exti-a  charge,  but  one-half  of  one  per 
cent,  additional  premium  may  be  charged 
the  professional  soldier.  Prussian  credi- 
tors are  "preferred.-"     Half  of  Prussian 


The  New  York  Life  came  out  with  a 
preliminary  statement  on  December  30, 
announcing  100,000  new  policies  written 
and  paid  for,  and  one  billion  and  sixty 
million  dollars  outstanding  insurance,  pre- 
miums fully  paid. 

*  *       * 

Probably  we  said  this  before,  but  we 
mean  it  now  too  :  Wrong  meant  originally 
wrung  or  twisted.  Therefore,  twisting  is 
wronging.  It  wrongs  the  policyholdei', 
the  company,  and  the  manager. 

*  *      * 

Claims 'against  the  National  Life  Asso- 
ciation of  Hartford  may  be  filed  as  late  as 
April  1,  the  time  having  been  extended. 

*  *      * 

The  National  Life  of  Vermont  will 
not  go  on  a  lower  interest  basis  before 
January  1,  1901. 
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The  3  per  cent,  interest  basis  companies 
are:  Connecticut  Mutual,  Equitable,  Ger- 
.  mania.  Mutual,  Mutual  Benefit,  New  York, 
Northwestern,  Penn,  Provident  L.  &  T., 
Travelers,  Union  Mutual,  United  States. 
The  Connecticut  Mutual  was  the  first  to 
go  on  the  3  per  cent,  interest  basis. 

*  *      * 

Five  millions  of  new  business  g-reeted 
President  Scott  of  the  Provident  Savings 
on  his  third  anniversary.  And  just  wait 
until  the  P.  S.  is  forty  years  old  too. 

*  *       * 

The  American  Life  "Ins.  Co.,"  of 
Nevada,  Mo.,  has  "reinsured"  in  the 
"Safety  Fund"  Life  Association  of  St. 
Louis.     Misery  loves  company. 

*  *       * 

The  New  York  Life  now  pays  "Ny- 
lic"  additional  compensation  to  agents 
beginning  after  two  years'  service,  instead 
of  five  as  heretofore. 

*  *      * 

The  anti-rebate  compact  is  to  be  pre- 
served after  a  fashion.  D.  P.  Kingsley, 
formerly  of  Denver,  now  third  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  New  York  Life  Ins.  Co.,  re- 
cently sent  a  letter  to  the  representatives 
of  the  company,  in  the  course  of  which 
he  said: 

"If  anybody  can  give  us  evidence  that  New 
York  Life  agents  rebate,  you  can.  You  have 
doubtless  been  vigilant  in  this  matter  hereto- 
fore, but  hereafter  we  want  you  to  double 
your  activity.  If  you  see  reasonable  evidence 
that  one  of  our  men  has  rebated,  get  that  evi- 
dence together  and  send  it  to  us.  If  you  can 
get  good  evidence  that  an  agent  of  any  other 
company  has  rebated,  get  that  evidence  to- 
gether and  send  it  to  us.  If  the  proof  is 
against  our  own  man  we  shall  immediately 
discharge  him  ;  and  having  done  that  we  shall 
submit  the  case  to  the  prosecuting  attorne.y  if 
the  offense  is  within  a  state  having  an  anti- 
rebate  law.  If  the  evidence  is  against  the 
agent  of  another  company  we  shall  also  place 
the  facts  before  the  prosecuting  attorney." 


the  New  Year.  "  "The  Contest  Will  As- 
sume Gigantic  Proportions."  Next  we 
maj'  exj^ect  to  hear  of  the  gold  miners 
offering  $20  pieces  at  cut  rates. 


Intelligent  Daily  Press  Criticism. 

The  iDi'oadcast  prediction  of  a  rate  war 
among  life  insurance  companies  this 
month,  as  thrown  out  by  the  New  York 
press,  moves  the  editor  of  Express  of  Los 
Angeles  to  deep  thought,  expressed  as 
follows: 

"Some  of  the  larger  companies  have  become 
so  wealthy  that  they  are  finding  difficulty  in 
securing  profitable  investment  for  their  funds, 
and  in  consequence  immense  sums  of  money 
are  tied  up. 

"One  thing  is  certain,  however,  and  that  is 
by  the  dissolution  of  the  combine  the  people 
cannot  suffer.  More  men  will  find  employ- 
ment, and  the  business  will  probably  be  con- 
ducted on  more  liberal  lines." 

And  still  the  wonder  grew!  By  the  dis- 
solution of  the  life  insurance  anti-rebate 
contract,  "more  men  will  find  employ- 
ment," etc. 

San  Francisco  Assessment   Association    Sued. 

The  Fidelity  Mutual  Aid  is  being  sued 
in  Los  Angeles  by  the  widow  of  Fred.  F. 
Christie,  to  recover  on  a  $2,000  policy. 
The  policy  was  issued  in  February,  I89G. 
Two  and  a  half  years  later  the  "insured" 
died.  The  defence  is  that  Christie  had 
made  misrepresentations  in  his  api)lica- 
tion. 

The  defendant  is  a  small  San  Francisco 
assessment  association,  with  nominal  as- 
sets. It  was  sued  in  San  Jose  last  July, 
and  according  to  a  local  paper  it  was  said 
that  in  defence  the  association  would  deny 
liability  on  the  ground  that  the  by-laws 
relieve  it  from  lialiility  for  death  from 
consumption.  This  statement  has  never 
been  denied. 


"Life  Insurance  War  in  Sight"  is  the 
sensational  way  the  daily  prints  head  an 
inspired  telegram  of  an  extract  from  a 
New  York  paper.  Here  are  subheads: 
"Hostilities  are  Expected  to   Begin    with 


Is  two  millions  of  dollars  of  life  insui-- 
ance  too  much  or  too  little  for  one  man  to 
carry?  John  Wanamaker  believes  it  is 
not  quite  enough,  so  he  added  on  to  the 
snug  little  two  millions  another  policy  for 
twenty-five  thousand.  John  was  fifty 
years  old  in  1888,  and  had  just  sixty  thou- 
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sand  on  his  life  then.  Now  it  is  $2,025,- 
000,  or  an  inoroase  of  $1,965,000  for  the 
cloven  years  that  have  intervened. 


Fire  Commissioner  for  Four  Years. 
The  membei's  of  the  first  fire  commis- 
sion, under  the  new  charter,  serve  respec- 
tively one,  two,  three  and  four  years,  and 
were  required  to  draw  lots  to  determine 
their  tenure  of  office.  Manager  Watt, 
whose  appointment  is  chronicled  among 
the  chips,  drew  a  "four."  He  was  sub- 
sequently elected  president  of  the  commis- 
sion. The  several  fire  commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  Mayor  Phelan  are  all  highly 
spoken  of,  and  fire  department  affairs  in 
San  Francisco  are  therefore  in  good 
hands.  It  is  specially  satisfactory,  how- 
ever, for  us  to  be  able  to  announce  to  fire 
underwriters  that  their  interests  will  be 
represented  for  four  years  by  the  presi- 
dent of   the  commission,  Rolla  V.   Watt. 


New  Fire   Protection   Officials   in  San   Fran- 
cisco. 

The  new  fire  commissioners  began  woi'k 
by  re-appointing  the  present  chief  en- 
gineer of  the  fire  department,  Dennis 
Sullivan  Mr.  Sullivan  is  a  born  fireman, 
and  has  had  years  of  successful  experi- 
ence. The  present  degree  of  perfection 
of  the  San  Francisco  fire  department,  in 
equipment  and  discipline,  must  be  largely 
credited  to  the  chief's  personal  ability 
and  earnest  efforts. 

Fire  Marshal  Towo  was  re-appointed  of 
course.  As  stated  in  our  December  book, 
the  fire  commissioners  name  this  official 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  fire  patrol. 
Mr.  Towehas  been  a  hard-working,  pains- 
taking, faithful  official,  and  a  terror  to 
evil-doers.  It  was  a  happy  selection 
when  he  was  appointed  successor  to  Mr. 
Durkeo,  many  years  ago. 

The  new  office  of  assistant  fire  marshal 
having  been  created,  the  very  efficient 
Captain  Comstock  of  the  Underwriters 
Fire  Patrol  was  appointed  to  that  position. 


this  country  is  in  an  unsatisfactory  but 
not  critical  condition.  I  see  no  change  to 
be  expected  this  year,  nor  next  year,  but 
that  the  present  condition  of  affairs  is 
going  to  continue  for  years,  as  I  have 
heard  it  stated  by  some  underwriters,  I 
cannot  believe. " 


The  Artisans  Mutual  Fire. 

The  Artisans  Mutual  Fire  Union  of 
Milwaukee  had  outstanding  policies  for 
$5,500  on  property  destroyed  at  Port 
Washington.  There  was  just  thirty  big 
silver  dollars  on  hand  to  meet  losses.  An 
assessment  levied  on  the  policyholders 
bi-ought  in  two  hundred.  An  appeal 
through  a  lawyer  was  then  made  and 
seven  hundred  more  was  gathered.  Then 
the  policyholders  took  the  legality  of  fur- 
ther assessments  into  court.  The  poor 
dupes  in  the  meantime  who  are  out  $5,500 
cash,  loss  of  business  and  loss  of  time, 
are  undecided  about  the  disposition  of 
these  nine  hundred  silver  dollars.  A  six 
per  cent,  dividend  will  hardly  pay  attor- 
ney's fees. 

It's  a  fair  sample  of  mutual  fire  insur- 
ance, and  it  is  some  satisfaction  to  us  to 
recall  the  fact  that  the  Coast  Review  had 
warned  the  public  against  this  same 
Artisans  Mutual. 


DiGBY  Johnson,  home  manager  of  the 
Lancashire  Fii-e,  interviewed  by  a  rep- 
resentative of  the  American  Exchange  & 
Review,  said:  "The  insurance  business  in 


Calcium  Carbide  in  San  Francisco. 

The  following  is  an  abridgement  of  the  or- 
der passed  to  print  bj^  the  board  of  supervis- 
ors on  December  6th  :  The  carbide  while  in 
transit  or  in  storage  must  be  enclosed  in  her- 
metically sealed  metal  cans,  and  shall  contain 
no  more  than  one  hundred  pounds.  When  kept 
on  sale  no  greater  quantity  than  twenty 
pounds  is  allowed  on  the  dealer's  premises, 
except  in  that  portion  of  the  city  bounded  on 
the  westerly  side  bj^  Kentucky  street,  Rail- 
road avenue  and  San  Bruno  avenue,  on  the 
south  by  the  county  line,  on  the  east  by  the 
water  front,  and  on  the  north  by  Islais  creek. 
The  fire  marshal  may  grant  to  the  owner  of  a 
gas  machine  in  any  part  of  the  city  a  permit 
to  keep  on  hand  for  the  use  of  the  machine 
one  hundred  pounds  in  the  aggregate.  All 
buildings  to  be  used  for  the  storage  of  carbide 
must  be  constructed  of  corrugated  iron,  brick 
or  stone,  not  to  exceed  one  story  in  height, 
and  in  all  respects  fire  and  water  proof,  and 
devoted  exclusively  to  the  storage  of  carbide. 
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Brick  and  stone  walls  must  be  16  in.  thick. 
Dealers  are  obliged  to  get  a  permit  to  keep  in 
the  aggregate  twenty  pounds  on  sale,  and 
these  shall  be  kept  in  water-tight  packages 
of  five  pounds  each.  The  fire  marshal  shall 
desigaate  that  portion  of  the  premises  where 
the  ii'on  water-tight  receptacle  shall  be  placed. 
The  receptacle  shall  be  plainly  marked  "cal- 
cium carbide — dangerous  if  not  kept  dry," 
and  shall  not  be  removed  without  per- 
mission of  the  fire  marshal.  Liquefied 
acetylene,  to  manufacture,  transport,  store, 
sell  or  use,  is  absolutely  prohibited.  A 
violation  of  or  failure  to  comply  with  any  of 
the  provisions  of  the  order  is  made  punishable 
on  conviction  by  a  fine  or  imprisonment,  or 
both. 

Fire  Marshal  Towe,  in  the  original  draft  of 
the  ordinance,  tried  to  prevent  the  storage  of 
this  dangerous  explosive  in  large  quantities 
within  the  city's  limits,  but  the  dealers  suc- 
ceeded in  so  amending  it  as  to  secure  whole- 
sale storage  privileges  within  the  "powder 
limits,"  as  above  set  forth. 


Stockholders*  Liability  in  California. 

The  Pacific  Mutual,  by  the  way,  is  the  only  com- 
pany that  is  backed  by  an  old-line  life  charter, 
making  the  stockholders,  in  addition  to  the  full 
resources  of  the  institution,  personally  liable  for 
the  entire  debts  and  liabilities  of  the  corporation, 
without  limit.— U.  S.  Review. 

The  foregoing  extract  is  literally  correct. 
The  law  has  not  been  misquoted.  The  stock- 
holders, under  the  law,  are  personally  liable 
for  the  entire  debts  of  the  company.  The 
stockholders  are  wealthy  men.  The  law  of 
California  therefore  adds  materially  to  the 
resources  of  the  company. 

Some  years  ago  this  law  was  tested  in  the 
courts  of  the  state,  and  under  the  rulings  the 
stockholders  of  another  life  company,  long 
since  retired,  were  obliged  to  pay  a  number 
of  claims  of  policyholders  who  had  declined  to 
accept  the  reinsurance  offered. 

While  there  is  no  limit  to  the  liability  of 
the  stockholders  as  a  whole,  the  individual 
stockholder's  liability  is  restricted  to  his  pro- 
portion of  the  company's  obligations.  This  is 
a  qualification  which  could  affect  this  extraor- 
dinary asset,  as  regards  policyholders,  only  in 
the  event  of  deliberate  fraud;  and  in  that 
event,  no  amount  of  legal  liability  would  serve 
to  protect  claimants  of  any  institution. 

The  California  law  is  unique,  and  the  special 
protection  which  it  gives  the  policyholders  of 
the  company  referred  to  can  hardly  be  over- 
estimated. 


Acetylene  Gas  Explosion. 

Charles  Lane  was  recharging  an  acetylene 
gas  tank  in  a  Havre,  Montana,  saloon,  Decem- 
ber 2s,  '99,  when  the  escaping  gas  exploded 
from  contact  with  a  lighted  gas  jet.  The 
saloon  was  demolished,  but  the  fire  was  ex- 
tinguished by  the  department.  The  property 
loss  was  17,500.  The  insurance  loss  ;?2,~00. 
Lane  and  a  miner  were  probably  fatally  in- 
jured and  two  others  badly  burned  about  the 
face  and  head. 


Los  Angeles  .Fire  Department. 

Twelve  new  engine  houses  have  recently 
been  completed  and  turned  over  to  the  de- 
partment at  Los  Angeles.  During  the  past 
3'ear  five  engines,  seven  combination  chemi- 
cal engines  and  hose  wagons,  two  service 
trucks  and  six  thousand  feet  of  hose,  have 
been  added.  The  entire  running  expenses  of 
the  department  for  the  year  ending  Novem- 
ber 30,  1S99,  was  $104,320. 

Three  hundred  and  nine  alarms  were  sound- 
ed for  actual  fires  during  the  eleven  months. 
The  losses  exceeded  those  of  any  other  year, 
being  $423,000,  as  against  $300,000  in  188S,  the 
prior  highest  loss  year.  About  fift.v  causes 
are  assigned  for  the  fires  of  the  past  year, 
l^onfires  are  held  responsible  for  thirteen ; 
crossed  wires,  six ;  explosion  of  gasoline,  nine ; 
lamps,  twenty;  carelessness  with  matches, 
ten;  mice  gnawing  matches,  three;  children 
playing  with  matches,  fourteen;  unknown, 
forty-one. 

Too  Fast  for  His  Employers,  but  Mot  for  the  American 
Surety's  Inspector. 

Myron  B.  Spencer,  a  fast  cashier  at  Sioux 
City.  la.,  ran  away  with  $4,000  of  his  employ- 
ers' money.  He  ran  fast  and  far,  but  an  in- 
spector for  the  American  Surety  Co.  finally 
caught  up  with  him.  Last  month  this  "dis" 
Spencer  was  found  guiltj'  and  sentenced  to 
four  years'  imprisonment. 


MiTi  AL  Reserve  Fund. — During  May,  June 
and  July  this  company  w-rote  $7, 234, 500  new 
business  and  lost  #22,993,915  by  lapse,  death, 
etc.  The  Tennessee  insurance  commissioner 
has  decided  to  not  revoke  the  company's 
certificate. 


ExcorK.\ciixG  TUE  Legitimate.— "  Yes,"  he 
said  ;  "I  know  he  is  a  blackmailer  and  runs  a 
blackmailing  sheet;  but  it  is  cheaper  to 
'cough  up'."  Meantime,  the  legitimate 
wears  fringed  trousers  and  walks  to  save 
car-fare. 
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December  Fires. 

These  fire  ios«  reports  were  itri{nnntcd  In/   the 
Coast  Review  in  1S80. 

LOSSES  BV  COMPANIES. 

Aachen  tt  Munich $  5,393 

.Ktna 6,371 

Agricultural 1,417 

Alliance 882 

American,  N.  J 156 

American,  N.  Y 14 

American,  Pa 5?i74 

American,  Boslou 30 

American  Central 2,427 

Atlas     ,           8,659 

Baloise 87 

Boston 113 

British  America 2,186 

Caledonian 241 

Commercial  Union  .    .    .    .  , 1,628 

Connecticut 4i7i9 

Fire  Association      

Fireman's  Fund 9,852 

Franklin  .    .   '. 500 

German-American 3,767 

Greenwich      4,259 

Hamburg-Bremen 5,892 

Hanover 1,813 

Hartford      5,298 

Helvetia  .    .    .  ' 67 

Home,  N.  Y. 10,284 

Home  Mutual 3,060 

Ins.  Co.  North  America        1,644 

Imperial 2,238 

Lancashire 1,148 

Law  Union  &  Crown 1,232 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe 17.231 

Lion 2,653 

London  &  Lancashire    .        .        3-574 

London 1,081 

Magdeburg- 2,848 

Manchester 683 

Mercantile 26 

Merchants  ...           4,754 

Milwaukee  Mechanics 3,723 

National,  Hartford 9,202 

New  Zealand        3,655 

New  York  Underwriters 2,805 

Niagara .'  .    .  826 

Northern 3,596 

North  German 1,644 

North  British  &  Mercantile 3,837 

Norwich  Union 3,600 

Orient 700 

Palatine 9,823 

Pennsylvania           7,520 

Philadelphia  Underwriters ■     . 

Phenix,  Brooklyn ., 

Phoenix,  Hartford 7,845 

Phoenix,  London 2^882 

Providence-Washington 1503 

Prussian  National 1,744 

Queen 3,;,42 

Royal  Exchange      285 

Royal 8,394 

Scottish  Union  &  National 2,890 

Springfield        5,225 

Sun.  London 2  811 

St.  Paul 2,'o85 

Svea      3,368 

Teutonia lyy 

Traders 858 


Transatlantic 4,428 

Thuringia-American 2,036 

Thuringui 7,461 

Union,  London 304 

Union,  Pa 1,385 

United  States 1,170 

Westchester 2,915 

Western 5,965 

Williamsburg  City 70 

Total $256,756 


WASHINGTON. 

19  .  Aberdeen,  saw  mill : 

Hamburg-Bremen $775 

18  .  Blue  Canyon,  gen'l  mdse : 

Phoenix,  London $8(10 

2    Bucoda,  fr  saw  and  planing  mill; 

London  &  Lancashire $710 

24  .  Colfax,  dwg  and  contents: 

Pennsylvania $625 

2H  .  Cleveland,  gen'l  mdse  : 

^tna $750 

.    .  Dayton,  printing  oflice  mach'y  and  br  bldg  : 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe $1,000 

12 ,  gen'l  mdse  : 

Mtuii $1,000 

.    .  Elma,  dwg  and  contents: 

Fireman's  Fund $r)00 

8  .  Kitsap  CO.,  dwg  : 

Royal ^ $581 

21  .  Markham,  shingle  mill : 

^-Etna $827 

0-  Markham,  dry  kiln  and  contents: 

Aachen  &  Munich ...  $r,oo 

1  .  Spokane,  hotel  and   saloon  furni  and   fix- 
tures in  fr  bldg : 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe $1,150 

Transatlantic '.(50 

Pennsylvania 1,140 

Union,  Pa 760 

1  .  Spokane,  fr  round  house  : 

Western $1,900 

24  .  Spokane,  stk : 

Home $1,123 

6  .  Spokane,  hhld  goods  in  fr  dwg: 

American  Central $800 

15  .  Seattle,  fr  bldg : 

Imperial $530 

1  .  Seattle,  warehouse  and  gen'l  mdse: 

British  America        $    900 

Home 593 

^tna 1,187 

22  .  Tacoma,  fr  store  bldg  : 

German-American $647 

.   .  Tacoma,  fr  dwg: 

London  &  Lancashire  $700 

24  .  Waverly,  stock  mdse  in  fr  bldg: 

Liv.  &  London  &.  Globe *4,775 

American,  Pa 850 

Phoenix,  Hartford 1,000 

22  .  (Nov.)  Whatcom  co.,  bldg  and  conts: 

North  German $500 

Losses  under  $.500 $10,035 

Total  Washington $37,608 
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OREGON. 

15  .  Astoria,  fr  dwg; 

American,  Pa $1,091 

2  .  Douglas  CO.,  fr  barn  : 

Royal S9i58 

26  .  La  Grande,  wall  paper  sik  : 

Phoenix,  London $500 

22    La  Grande,  fr  warehouse : 

Western ■ *500 

1  .  Portland,  drug  stk  (br)  : 

Merchants $700 

f)     Portland,  br  spice  mill,  stk  tea  ana  oftice : 

'  Springfield $    951 

National,  Hartford 951 

Connecticut 500 

North  British  &,  Mercantile    ....    1,427 

Traders 500 

Palatine 5,039 

Home .    .    3,378 

Thuringia-Americau 744 

Thuringia 1,983 

Lion 951 

New  York  Underwriters 1,427 

Ins.  Co.  No'th  America 1,428 

Magdeburg 1,903 

Merchants 1,700 

Aachen  &  Munich 1,970 

Hamburg-Bremen 951 

Western        1,428 

German-Americau 2,191 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe fi,184 

Phcjenix,  Hartford 1,428 

YEtna 951 

American,  Pa 1,000 

Total $38,485 

Portland,  contents  of  clothing  store  : 

"  Atlas $1,200 

30  .  (Nov.)  Portland,  restaurant: 

Aachen  &  Munich $873 

12  .  Portland,  stock  : 

Fireman's  Fund $500 

Home 750 

22  .  Portland,  stock: 

Fireman's  Fund $520 

19  .  Portland,  stk  : 

Home • $1,200 

25  .  Roseburg,  fr  warehouse  and  grain  : 

St.  Paul $555 

New  Zealand 500 

Royal 625 

7  .  Umatilla  co.,  store  house  and  contents: 

London $755 

5  .  Umatilla  co.,  mach'y  in  fr  bldg : 

Aachen  &  Munich $1,125 

Losses  under  $500 $12,344 

Total  Oregon $63,181 

MONTANA, 

.   .  Butte,  bldgs  and  cents: 

Fireman's  Fund $600 

2ii  .  Dupuyer,  fr  dwg  and  conts: 

Connecticut $2,100 

7  .  Livingston,  fr  bldg  and  cents: 

Thuringia $S50 

Losses  under  $500 $3,764 

Total  Montana $7,314 


UTAH. 

23  .  Elsinore,  store  bldg  and  stk  gen'l  mdse : 

Hartford  Fire $500 

Franklin 500 

16  .  Salt  Lake  City,  fr  dwg: 

St.  Paul $1,200 

Atlas 500 

22  .  Thistle  Junction,  gen'l  mdse,  fr  bldg: 

Norwich  Union $1,000 

Svea 600 

Phoenix,  Hartloid        1,000 

Losses  under  $500 $1,097 

Total  Utah $6,397 

ARIZONA. 

15  .  Phoenix,  boarding  house,  restaurant: 

Lion $    925 

Western 928 

Queen 1,026 

9  .  Phoenix,  br  and  adobe  bldg: 

Law  Union  &  Crown $500 

26  .  Pima  CO.,  adobe  ranch  bldgs: 

Norwich  Union $    850 

Union,  Pa 625 

Pennsylvania 1,040 

.    .  Tombstone,  stk  gen'l  mdse: 

Atlas $1,409 

Losses  under  $500 $5,125 

Total  Arizona $12,428 

COLORADO. 

6  .  Dunaway,  dwg  : 

National  Hartford $1,300 

24  .  Grand  Junction,  stk  of  bicycles: 

Palatine $500 

Losses  under  $500 $2,768 

Total  Colorado $4,568 

NEW  MEXICO. 

27  .  Albuquerque,  hhld  furni : 

National,  Hartford $750 

31  .  Ratore,  store  bldg  and  mdse: 

National,  Hartford $1,300 

Losses  under  $500 $1,060 

Total  New  Mexico $3,110 

NEVADA. 

20  .  Near  Reno,  dwg  and  contents: 

Atlas $3,500 

Losses  under  $500 $    200 

Total  Nevada $3,700 

WYOMING. 

3  .  Cheyenne,  br  barn  : 

British  America $91 1 

Losses  under  $500 $    207 

Total  Wyoming $1,118 

HAWAII. 

12  .  Honolulu,  fr  dwg  and  contents: 

Scottish  Union $2,000 

Losses  under  $500 $    100 

Total  Hawaii $2,100 

ALASKA. 
Losses  under  $500 $85 


The   Coast   ReVievP 


29 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 
Losses  under  *500 $()5 

IDAHO. 

Losses  under  fnoo $1,009 

Total  Outside  Territoru *143,683 


CALIFORNIA. 

24  .  Brown  Valley,  school  bldg-s  and  conts: 

Home  Mutual #()()0 

.    .  Butte  CO.,  harvester  in  baru  : 

Pennsylvania |500 

3  .  Colusa,  fr  dwg-  and  contents: 

Orient $700 

30  .  (Nov.)  Corning-,  bldg  : 

Fireman's  FUnd $2,588 

Ifi  .  Crescent  City,  dwg  and  contents: 

Norwich  Union $700 

23  .  Near  Chico,  dwg  and  contents  : 

Atlas $550 

14  .  Dunsmulr,  fr  dwg-  and  contents: 

Phoenix,  Hartford        . #840 

.    .  (Oct.)  Fresno,  dwg: 

National,  Hartfoi'd $907 

7  .  Keswick,  boarding  house  : 

Connecticut $    653 

Queen 1,209 

Soyal      3,418 

Greenwich 652 

5  .  Kings  CO.,  dwg  and  conts: 

Northern $1,400 

3  .  Los  Angeles  co.,  fr  dwg-  and  conts  : 

Pennsylvania $800 

22  .  Los  Angeles,  fr  dwg-  and  conts : 

Hartford  Fire       $500 

16  .  Los  Angeles,  dwg: 

Niagara     $650 

6  .  Los  Gatos,  dwg  and  conts: 

New  Zealand $1,188 

29  ■  E.  Napa,  fr  pumace  factory  : 

Pennsylvania     .'  .    .    .    ^  .$1,000 

Agricultural        634 

39  .  Occidental,  fr  store  bldg,  gen'l  mdse: 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe $     S93 

Fireman's  Fund 1,000 

Phoenix,  Hartford 1^700 

34  .  Pasadena,  fr  dwg: 

Phoenix,  Hartford $500 

14  .  (July)  Selnia,  dwg: 

American  Central    .    .    .    .  ^ $753 

5  .  San  Jose,  hhld  furni : 

Milwaukee  Mechanics $1,697 

31  .  San  Jose,  dwg  and  contents: 

Hamburg-Bremen $3,500 

Northern 1663 

1  .  San  Joaquin  co.,  fruit  packing : 

Royal     $900 

.   .  Santa  Paula,  fr  bldg  and  wagon  : 

Hartford  Fire 1600 

12  .  San  Diego,  fr  barn  and  contents: 

Pennsylvania j;.530 

18    Santa  Cruz  co.,  fr  dwg  and  contents: 

Liv.  4&  Lon.  &  Globe" $2,437 


1  .  Visalia,  hhld  furni : 

New  Zealand $<.)7-, 

Fireman's  Fund 600 

Losses  under  $500 .      $24  664 

Total  California,  S.  F.  ex.  .    .  $59',901 

SAN   FRANCISCO. 

26  .  Stock : 

Fireman's  Fund $r>^V) 

8  .  Contents  fr  dwg : 

Hartford     $      ()(,(, 

Royal 1,045 

11  .  Market  and  stk  meats,  br  bldg: 

Queen $    877 

Greenwich g7(; 

American,  Pa.                   ^70 

Agricultural 500 

Svea ;    ;  500 

»un 876 

Hamburg-Bremen 876 

Palatine        j  OOO 

Thuringia '377 

15  .  Theatre  (bv)  and  mdse : 

North  British $1,000 

Greenwich 2,500 

Home  Mutual 1500 

Sun ;    ■    ■  '4.38 

Prussian  National       1,000 

Westchester 2500 

Home,  N.  Y. 3','527 

Transatlantic 3' 968 

London  &  Lancashire                .    .  '76O 

Springfield '  3,000 

Merchants    .    .    .  , 2000 

Thuringia '9118 

Palatine 600 

Total $21,791 

5  .  Brick  bldg : 

Sun     $95^^ 

Losses  under  $500 $21,691 

Total  San  Francisco $54,173 

Total  California $114,073 

Total  Pacific  Coast $256,756 

On  the  Firing  Line. 
Patrick  Boyle  of  San  Rafael,  Cal.,  is  in  the 
county  jail  charged  with  arson.  Boyle's  saloon 
is  on  the  ground  floor  of  a  large  wood  building, 
which  in  the  upper  floors  is  occupied  by  sev- 
eral families.  One  of  these  tenants  discovered 
on  Jan.  10  in  the  early  morning  hour.=,  a  brisk 
blaze  burning  in  a  back  room  of  the  saloon,  the 
door  to  which  had  been  left  open.  The  food 
for  the  fire  was  a  lot  of  kindling  wood,  which 
Boyle  an  hour  before  had  been  heard  chopping. 
Close  to  the  pile  of  burning  wood  a  five  gallon 
can  of  kerosene  had  been  placed  the  day  be- 
fore, though  gas  was  the  luminant  used  in  the 
saloon.  The  room  in  which  the  fire  was  dis- 
covered was  the  sleeping  apartment  of  Boyle 
and  his  bar-keeper;  two  days  before  the  fire 
the  bar-keeper  had  removed  his  belongings 
and  lodged  in  a  hotel,  while  Boyle's  clothing 
and  personal  effects  were  found  in  an  out- 
house packed  in  a  basket. 
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The  Northwestern  Mutual  Last  Year. 

This  great  Milwaukee  lite  insurance 
company  increased  its  assets  moi-o  than 
$10,000,000  last  year.  The  insurance  in 
force  increased  about  $30,000,000,  making 
the  total  now  over  $490,000,000. 


Hamburg  Underwriters  Association. 

This  association  will  continue  writing  in 
the  Coast  field  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
Manager  Driffield.  The  Hamburg  Un- 
derwriters, as  announced  in  the  Eastern 
press,  has  discontinued  writing  in  the 
field  under  Manager  Loeb. 


Industrial. 

The  Metropolitan  Life  has  declared  a 
cash  dividend  amounting  to  ten  weeks' 
premiums  (or  about  20  per  cent,  for  the 
year)  on  all  policies  issued  during  1880- 
83-90-95,  which  shall  be  in  force  on  their 
anniversaries  in  1900.  This  makes  $2,400, - 
000  industrial  dividends,  without  obliga- 
tion to  pay,  which  have  been  paid  by  the 
Metropolitan  in  the  last  four  years. 


Created  a  Sensation. 

The  event  of  the  past  month  appears  to 
have  been  the  circular-letter  of  Judge 
Eugene  Gary,  of  Chicago,  manager  of 
the  Western  department  of  the  German- 
American.  The  subject  was  the  relative 
business  and  gains  and  losses  of  Union 
and  non-Union  companies  in  mixed  agen- 
cies. The  figures  presented  by  Judge 
Gary  make  out  a  strong  case  for  sepai-a- 
tion,  or  rathei',  graded  commissions.  The 
non-boai'd  companies  are  shown  to  have 
made  large  gains  at  the  expense  of  the 
business  of  the  board  companies  in  the 
same  agencies. 


Caught  on  Dwellings. 

As  a  rule,  dwellings  in  this  field  have 
been  generally  profitable,  though  the 
element  of  luck  has  affected  individ- 
ual offices  disastrously  at  times.  Last 
year  proved  unfavoi-able  in  the  mat- 
ter of  dwelling  risks  for  a  number  of 
offices,  even  to  the  degree,  in  more  than 
one  case,  of  affecting  the  loss  ratio.  For 
one  thing,  several  mansions  were  burned; 


but  in  addition,  there  were  numerous 
dwelling  losses,  especially  in  California. 
The  moral  hazai-d  of  this  class  of  risks  is 
good,  of  course;  and  the  physical  hazai'd 
is  perhaps  better  than  elsewhere;  but  the 
writing  thereof  is  not  always  profitable, 
not  even  in  redwood  San  Francisco. 


An  Effective  Reply. 

President  Irvin  of  the  National  Board, 
himself  the  president  of  an  old  American 
company,  replies  effectively  to  Alfred 
James's  recent  circular  letter  complain- 
ing of  foreign  competition  and  influence. 
A  number  of  misstatements  or  inaccuracies 
in  the  James  letter  are  noticed,  and  the 
allegations  generally  are  denied. 

The  answer  to  the  assertion  that  the 
foreign  company  has  an  advantage  in 
taxation  is  that  the  New  York  companies 
pay  2.92  per  cent,  tax  while  the  foreign- 
ers pay  2.96.  Mr.  James's  company  pays 
only  2.55  per  cent.  As  to  foreign  sub- 
scribed capital,  that  is  better  than  Ameri- 
can authorized  capital  unpaid.  As  to 
home  office  statements,  the  laws  requiring 
or  allowing  their  publication  were  re- 
pealed because  of  the  complaints  of 
American  companies.  The  foreign  com- 
panies do  not  and  can  not  dominate  the 
Western  Union. 


Man  w^ith  a  Rubber  Tongue. 

A  Chicago  man  has  a  rubber  tongue,  whether 
this  is  the  fortunate  or  unfortunate  result  of 
a  "rubber  neck"  or  not  is  not  stated.  Nor  is 
it  intimated  that  this  Chieagoan  talked  too 
much.  We  anticipate  the  newspaper  machine 
wit  who  will  assert  that  the  man  with  a 
rubber  tongue  will  make  a  good  life  insurance 
solicitor,  especiall.v  after  his  Chicago  exper- 
ience. 

Well,  Chicago  is  bound  to  be  ahead— until 
San  Francisco  is  recognized  as  the  geographical 
center  of  the  United  States  and  the  central 
city  of  the  ricViest  mineral,  agi-icultural  and 
horticultural  area  in  the  world— greater  than 
all  western  Europe.  Chicago  claims  the  tirst 
man  with  a  rubber  tongue.  This  triumph  of 
modern  surgery  rests  on  a  pivot  set  between 
the  teeth,  and  its  happy  owner  so  controls  this 
artificial  member  that  he  now  has  nodifticulty 
in  swallowing  his  food. 
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The  Lion  Last  Year. 
Manager  Landers  has  received  a  cable- 
gram from  London,  stating  tliat  the  Lion 
Fire  Insurance  Co.  has  declared  a  3  per 
cent,  dividend,  and  has  added  $20, 000  to  its 
I'eserve  funds.  The  past  year  has  been 
favorable.  

Rehearing  in  the  Methvin  Case. 

The  decision  in  this  case,  by  the  supreme 
court  of  California,  was  so  important  that 
we  print  the  decision  in  full,  elsewhere. 
Since,  however,  a  rehearing  has  been 
granted.  The  ruling  is  that  a  policy  con- 
tinues in  force  from  the  time  of  payment 
of  the  premium,  not  the  date  of  the  policy. 


Insurance  Library  for  Sale. 
The  library  of  the  late  Wm.  H.  Bagley 
is  for  sale.  The  books  consist  chiefly  of 
twenty-six  volumes  of  the  Coast  Review 
FROM  1872  TO  1898.  There  are  two  or 
three  law  books,  and  a  number  of  pam- 
phlets, proceedings,  etc.  Make  the  Coast 
Review  an  offer.  This  is  a  rare  oppor- 
tunity to  get  Coast  Reviews  as  far  back 
as  1872. 

The  Ne"w  Zealand  Insurance  Company. 

Manager  Thomas  is  in  receipt  of  a  cable- 
gram, from  the  home  office  of  the  New 
Zealand  Ins.  Co.,  via  London,  stating 
that  the  annual  figures  show  a  very  pros- 
perous year.  A  $100,000  has  been 
added  to  the  reserve,  and  the  surplus  has 
been  increased  $65,000. 

The  New  Zealand  has  entered  Washing- 
ton, and  will  extend  its  business  in  the 
Noi'thwest  immediately.  Special  Agent 
A.  R.  D.  Patterson  will  have  charge  of 
the  northern  field. 


Utah  Utterings. 

Special  Agent  Frank  M.  Avery  is  once  more 
on  the  street  looking  after  the  prospects  of 
the  Fire  Association  and  Philadelphia  Under- 
writers for  the  new  year. 

William  Manning  took  a  run  over  from  Den- 
ver during  the  last  days  of  the  year,  in  the 
interest  of  the  Atlas. 

F.  H.  Rhoads  is  with  us  again,  and  the  pros- 
pects of  the  Continental  are  improving  with 
each   visit.     The  Continental  does    business 


through  the  Board  in  Utah,  and  has  no  fault 
to  find  with  the  treatment  received  from  the 
agents  or  the  Board. 

M.  H.  Thompson  of  Portland,  special  for  the 
Merchants,  has  been  spending  some  time  in 
Utah;  he  says  that  Frank  H.  Young  is  no 
longer  connected  with  this  company,  and  that 
it  was  Frank  W.  Young,  special  for  the  Thurin- 
gia,  that  visited  this  section  last  month,  and 
not  Frank  H.  Young,  as  reported. 

Homer  A.  Craig  is  visiting  the  agencies  of 
the  Pennsylvania  in  this  state,  and  looking 
up  desirable  material  of  which  to  make  new 
agents.  Mr.  Craig  is  no  novice  in  this  work, 
and  the  new  year  should  show  a  decided  in- 
crease from  his  efforts. 

Manager  Frank  Dickson  just  dropped  off  for 
a  short  time  on  his  way  to  San  Francisco.  He 
ought  to  stop  longer,  and  give  us  a  Royal  Ex- 
change of  compliments  when  it  is  so  near  the 
new  year. 

The  Milwaukee  Mechanics  has  recently 
come  in  for  a  large  share  of  criticism  for  plant- 
ing a  second  agency  in  with  non-board  com- 
panies. The  other  older  agency  is  with  board 
companies.  It  is  pretty  safe  to  say  it  will  not 
be  retained.  Manager  Bromwell  has  built  up  a 
nice  business  in  Salt  Lake  and  the  state,  and 
should  have  let  well  enough  alone.  If  he  is 
counting  on  writing  much  business  in  his  new 
connection,  he  will  find  the  local  board  alive 
to  the  situation,  and  prepared  to  look  after 
the  loyal  locals  and  their  business  in  approved 
manner. 

Special  Agent  Luke  has  gone  to  Colorado 
on  a  six  weeks'  trip,  in  the  interests  of  the 
Scottish  Union.  iiatu. 

Dangerous  Incandescent  Lamps. 

Manager  Lowden  of  the  Norwich  Union  has 
on  his  desk  two  damaged  incandescent  lamps, 
due  to  great  heat.  The  glass  became  so  hot 
that  it  was  on  the  verge  of  melting,  and  the 
weightof  the  surroundingatmosphere,  pressing 
on  the  vacuum  of  the  peai--shaped  glass,  caused 
it  to  suffer  circular  depressions  and  rupture. 
These  examples  prove  that  the  heat  of  the 
incandescent  lamps  will  cause  fires,  and  that 
care  should  be  uniformly  exercised  to  prevent 
the  lamps  from  coming  in  contact  with  lace 
curtains  and  inflammable  goods  generally. 


The  Red  River  Valley  Mutual  Hail  Ins.  Co. 
of  Wahpeton,  N.  D.,  failed  on  December  28, 
with  $.')0,000  liabilities  and  only  *8,0(l()  assets. 
And  it  hasn't  hailed  for  several  months 
either. 
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New   York    Life    Insurance   Company's   An- 
nual Statement. 

IMMENSE  AMOUNT  OF  NEW  BUSINESS- 
NEW  PAID-FOR  INSURANCE  EXCEEDS 
TWO  HUNDRED  AND  TWO  MILLIONS- 
INSURANCE  IN  FORCE,  ONE  BILLION 
AND  SIXTY-TWO  MILLIONS. 

The  annual  statement  of  the  New  York 
Life  Insurance  Company,  printed  at  the 
end  of  our  "Chips,"  is  so  large  and  thor- 
ough an  alTair,  that  the  reader  need  not 
be  either  a  policyholder  or  a  financier  to 
be  interested  in  its  various  items  and 
grand  totals. 

This  year  the  New  York  Life  leads  all 
companies  in  new  business  written  and 
paid  for.  It  makes  a  grand  showing.  To 
this  we  may  add  that  the  comparison  with 
last  year's  figures  show  gains  which  it  is 
no  exaggeration  to  refer  to  as  tremendous. 

Beginning  with  the  assets,  which  now 
total  $236,450,348.  Here  is  a  gain  of  some 
twenty  and  a  half  millions.  The  aggre- 
gate surplus  is  $28,862,362,  in  addition  to 
$9,065,423  other  surplus  funds  for  all  con- 
tingencies, making  a  total  of  $37,887,785, 
which  is  a  gain  over  last  year's  total. 

The  cash  income  last  year  was  $52,371,- 
263,  a  gain  of  seven  million.  The  expen- 
ditures left  a  balance  of  $19,625,893,  as 
against  $14,932,964  in  the  previous  year's 
statement. 

The  total  paid-for  new  business  was 
$202,309,080,  as  against  $152,093,369.  The 
amount  of  paid-for  business  in  force  is  now 
$1,061,871,985,  as  against  $944,021,120  a 
year  ago.  This  is  the  largest  amount  ever 
announced. 

In  eight  years  the  New  York  Life  has 
nearly  doubled  its  assets,  has  increased  its 
income  70  per  cent.,  has  increased  its  in- 
surance in  force  80  per  cent,  and  has  in- 
creased its  policyholders  from  182,803  to 
254,973. 

In  California,  under  the  management  of 
Agency  Director  Charles  McLane,  the 
company  last  year  increased  its  new  busi- 
ness from  $2,720,554  to  $3,631,385,  and  its 
amount  in  force  from  $20,446,248  to  $22,- 
643,875. 


Continental  Fire  Insurance  Company. 

The  ninety-fifth  semi-annual  statement 
of  the  Continental,  just  at  hand,  makes 
the  following  exhibit  for  January  1:  As- 
sets, $9,809,660;  net  surplus,  $4,034,995; 
reserves  for  insurance  in  force,  etc.,  $4,- 
774,665.  Gains  were  made  as  to  each  item 
in  the  six  months. 

The  results  of  the  twelve  months'  busi- 
ness were  as  follows:  Increase  of  reserve 
for  insurance  in  fprce,  $205,417;  increase  of 
net  surplus,  $555,760;  increase  of  gross  as- 
sets, $732,546. 

The  Coast  figures  have  not  yet  been 
received,  but  the  California  figures  indi- 
cate a  profitable  year,  with  an  increase  of 
premiums. 

Distinguished   Directors. 

James  H.  Hyde,  vice-president  of  the  Equit- 
able Life  Assurance  Society,  has  just  been 
elected  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  Continental  Fire  Insurance  Company. 
The  Continental's  board  contains  many  men 
prominent  in  the  financial  and  business  world  : 
among  others,  Samuel  t).  Babcock,  chairman 
finance  committee  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co. ; 
George  F.  Baker,  president  Fii'st  National 
Bank ;  George  T.  Bliss,  capitalist ;  formerly 
Morton,  Bliss  &  Co.,  Bankei's;  Clarence  W. 
Bowen,  proprietor  The  Independent;  James 
H.  Hyde,  vice-president  Equitable  Life  As- 
surance Society;  Wm.  G.  Low,  lawyer  and 
capitalist;  Richard  A.  McCurdy,  president 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co. ;  Chas.  A.  Moore, 
Manning,  Maxwell  &  Moore,  machinery ; 
Alexander  E.  Orr,  capitalist ;  ex-president 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  director  in  25 
monied  institutions;  F.  P.  Olcott,  president 
Central  Trust  Co.,  the  1100  per  value  stock  of 
which  sells  for  $2,200  a  share;  Alfred  Ray, 
Lawrence  &  Co.,  of  Boston,  controlling  Pacific 
Mills,  Cocheco  Mills,  etc. ;  William  A.  Read, 
of  Vermilye  &  Co.,  bankers;  John  L.  Riker, 
capitalist  and  vice-president  Bank  of  New 
York;  Theo.  F.  Vail,  Sullivan  &  Vail,  woolens. 


It  is  now  very  difficult  to  place  outside  risks 
at  cut  rates  in  New  York  city. 

A  STRONG  movement  for  the  increase  of 
rates  in  New  York  city  is  reported. 

J.  A.  MiNNETT,  who  has  been  acting  man- 
ager of  the  Sydney  branch  of  the  New  Zea- 
land Insurance  Co.,  has  been  appointed  man- 
ager. 
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Banquet  to  Ex-Prcsident  D.  J.  Staples. 
The  underwriters  of  San  Francisco  will 
banquet  the  venerable  fire  underwriter, 
D.  J.  Staples,  who  recently  resigned  the 
presidency  ot  the  Fireman's  Fund  Ins. 
Co.,  after  thirty-four  years  of  service. 
The  banquet  will  take  place  next  Wed- 
nesday evening,  at  the  Pacific  Union  Club, 
probably. 


"Will  Move  to  Sansome  Street. 

Maj.  Christensen,of  the  Pac.  department 
of  the  American  Central,  St.  Paul  and 
Lloyds  Plate  Glass,  will  move  his  offices 
to  220  Sansome  street,  where  he  will  have 
handsome  newly  renovated  offices,  with 
more  light  and  sunshine  than  in  his  pres- 
ent quarters.  Manager  Christensen  has 
been  making  money  for  his  companies. 

Fireman's  Fund  Annual  Meeting  and  Elec- 
tion of   Officers. 

Yesterday,  January  17,  the  following 
officers  of  the  Fireman's  Fund  Insurance 
Company  were  elected  for  the  ensuing 
year: 

President,  Wm.  J.  Button. 

Vice-president,  B.  Faymonville. 

Second  vice-president  and  marine  secre- 
tary, J.  B.  Levison. 

Secretary,  Louis  Weinmann. 

Treasurer,  F.  W.  Lougee. 

General  Agent,  S.  D.  Ives. 

On  the  previous  day,  the  annual  meet- 
ing day  of  the  stockholders,  officials,  and 
friends  of  the  company  generally,  there 
was  a  generous  spread  in  the  directors' 
rooms.  Many  representative  underwrit- 
ers and  business  men  were  present,  to 
congratulate  the  officials  and  directors  on 
the  prosperity  of  the  company. 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  Fireman's  Fund 
management  to  promote  its  officers  and 
other  employes  in  regular  order.  The 
recent  resignation  of  its  venerable  presi- 
dent, D.  J.  Staples,  necessitated  the  elec- 
tion of  his  successor,  Mr.  Button,  for  many 
years  the  vice-president  of  the  company, 
was  of  course  elected  president,  and  other 
promotions  followed.  Mr.  Faymonville, 
the  second  vice-president  and  secretary, 
was  made  vice-president.   Mr.  Levison,  the 


marine  'secretary,  becomes  second  vice- 
president  as  well;  and  Mr.  Weinmann, 
the  assistant  secretary,  becomes  secre- 
tary. Mr.  Ives  has  double  honors,  as 
general  agent  of  the  Fireman's  Fund  and 
secretary  of  the  Home  Mutual. 

These  officials  are  not  only  able  under- 
writers of  many  years'  experience,  but 
they  are  gentlemen  whom  it  is  a  pleasure 
to  meet  in  a  business  way.  They  will  con- 
tinue to  conduct  the  alTairs  of  the  com- 
pany on  the  same  lines  which  have  made 
it  signally  successful  in  the  past. 


The  California  Tabular  Extra  on  January  15. 
Through  the  courtesy  of  the  fire  offices, 
the  Coast  Review  was  able  to  complete 
its  table  of  the  California  fire  business  in 
the  afternoon  of  January  15,  the  final  day 
for  filing  the  figures  with  the  California 
insurance  department.  The  table  was 
put  in  type,  read,  re-read,  revised,  and 
the  various  totals  cast  and  proved,  and 
printed  on  the  same  day.  Copies  of  the 
Extra  were  promptly  delivered  on  the 
opening  of  the  various  "underwriteries  " 
next  morning.  This  expedition  beats  the 
record.  This  is  the  first  time  that  the 
California  figures  were  ever  compiled, 
typed  and  printed  on  the  day  when  they 
were  required  to  be  on  file  in  the  insurance 
department. 


Many  of  the  comments  of  our  con- 
temporaries are  very  amusing— to  people 
who  are  on  the  inside. 


No,  no;  we  do  not  supply  clubs  and 
libraries  with  copies  of  this  journal  gratu- 
itously. That  sort  of  enterprise  is  left  to 
contemporaries  which  can  in  no  other 
way  hope  to  have  any   "circulation." 

Admitting  the  Aachen  &  Munich,  the 
Magdeburg  and  the  Prussian  National, 
all  of  Prussia,  Supt.  Payn  of  New  York 
said: 

"These  corporations  are  solvent,  well 
managed  and  competent  to  afford  substan- 
tial security." 


The  Glens  Falls  is  now  entirely  out  of  the 
Western  Union. 
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A  Mythical  Hermit. 

A  Western  life  insurance  man  stepped 
into  the  office  of  a  New  York  illustrated 
weekly  and  inquired  for  "The  Hermit" 
who  presided  over  its  alleged  life  insur- 
ance department.  The  visitor  was  dis- 
appointed to  learn  of  his  absence.  Sub- 
sequent calls  were  equally  fruitless:  the 
•'Hermit"  was  always  out.  The  visitor 
hoped  to  get  from  the  ink-slingler  an  ink- 
ling of  the  cause  of  recent  left-handed 
compliments  for  his  company.  Or,  failing 
in  that,  be  confirmed  in  a  suspicion  not 
very  creditable  to  the  aforesaid  illustrated 
weekly. 

Sometime  ago,  "The  Hermit,  "—who, 
by  the  way,  knows  next  to  nothing  of  life 
insurance— repeated  every  week,  for  the 
seeming  instruction  of  a  mythical  cor- 
respondent, a  parrot-like  refrain  some- 
thing like  this: 

"A.  B.  C.  The  Blank  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany is  a  little  company,  and  is  solvent  so  far 
as  we  know,  but  we  should  much  prefer  a  pol- 
icy in  the  Mutual  Life  or  the  New  York  Life 
or  the  Mutual  Reserve  Fund  Life." 

There  were  variations,  like  the  following: 

"X.  Y.  Z.  We  have  examined  the  New 
York  insurance  department  i-eport,  and  we 
find  that  the  company  you  mention  has  a  sur- 
plus of  I .  It  of  course  can  not  be  com- 
pared with  the  American  giants,  the  Equit- 
able, Mutual  and  New  York,  or  the  Mutual 
Reserve  Fund." 

Always  a  joint  mention  of  the  big  New 
Yoi-kers  and  the  assessment  Mutual  Re- 
serve Fund.  It  was  fair  to  conclude  that 
these  four  companies  paid  "The  Her- 
mit's" salary. 

Latterly,  since  the  condition  of  the 
Mutual  Reserve  Fund  has  become  noto- 
rious, its  name  has  been  dropped,  and 
the  Provident  Savings  seems  to  have  been 
substituted. 

The  writer  of  the  Hermit  series  of  mis- 
information is  lacking  in  either  con- 
science or  knowledge  of  life  insurance. 
He  has  praised  humbugs  and  sneered  at 
legitimate  companies.  He  has  "pre- 
ferred" a  policy  in  a  wildcat  to  a  policy 
in  one  of  the  fairest  and  strongest  life 
companies. 


There  appears  to  be  no  reasonable  ex- 
cuse for  the  existence  of  The  Hermit's  de- 
partment; and  we  suggest  to  the  four 
companies  so  persistently  praised  by  it, 
that  if  they  will  let  it  die  they  may  re- 
cover the  respect  of  readers  who  read  be- 
tween the  lines. 


A  Modem  Health  Idea. 
"Give  health  and  a  day,  and  I   will  make 
the  pomp  of  emperors  ridiculous." — Emei-sou. 

The  favorable  o^  unfavorable  influence 
of  the  mind  on  health  is  an  accepted  fact 
in  the  practice  of  medicine  nowadays. 
Extremists  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  the 
thoughts  of  others,  as  well  as  his  or  her 
own  thoughts,  affect  the  state  of  a  pev- 
son's  health. 

Thei-e  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  cheerful 
or  a  melancholy  frame  of  mind  exerts  a 
strong  influence  on  the  body.  Whatever 
makes  a  man  hopeful  and  confldent 
strengthens  him;  whatever  worries  and 
makes  him  apprehensive  of  evil  possibil- 
ities weakens  him. 

Herein  lies  the  suggestion  of  a  powerful 
argument  for  the  protection  of  insurance 
of  all  kinds,  but  especially  life  insurance. 
The  policy  assures  as  well  as  insures.  It 
gives  confidence,  and  thereby  ministei's  to 
the  peace  of  mind  and  health  of  body  of 
the  insured. 

"What  a  Record  1 

In  the  past  few  years  the  assets  of  the 
Mutual  Reserve  Fund  Life  Association  of 
New  York  have  fallen  off  many  hundreds 
of  thousands.  The  unpaid  losses  have 
advanced  by  leaps  and  bounds.  Ten 
years  ago  they  amounted  to  less  than 
half  a  million;  in  May  they  were$2,122,54L 
The  surplus  has  recently  fallen  fi'om 
$4,416,457  to  less  than  a  million.  The 
actual  assets  last  May  amounted  to  $3,293,- 
067,  two-thirds  of  which  were  requii-ed  to 
meet  unpaid  death  claims.  The  present 
condition  of  the  association  is  really 
pitiable.  

A  LiGHTNixG  rod  peddler  died  the  other  day 
in  Richmond.  His  life  was  insured  for  a 
million.  He  couldn't  have  made  his  salt  in 
California.  The  only  thing  that  lightning 
strikes  in  the  Golden  state  is  a  politician. 
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Marine  Business  of  California  for  1899. 


NAME 
OF      . 
COMPANY. 


Local  Companies. 

Fireman's  Fund 
Home  Mutual    .    .    . 


Total  1899 


Eastern  and  Foreign. 

♦Associated  Assur'  Cos 
Alliance  Marine  .  .  .  .' 
American  &  For. Marine 

Boston  Marine 

British  &  For'n  Marine 
Canton  

China  Traders 

Commercial  Union     .   . 

Fonciere 

Frankfort  Marine    .   .   . 


Indemnity  Mut'l  Marine 
Ins.  Co.  of  N.  America 

London     

London  &  Prov'l  Marine! 

Mannheim 

Man  On 

Imperial 


Marine  .  .  . 
Maritime  .  . 
Nippon  Sea  . 
New  Zealand 

North  China  . 
Ocean  Marine 
PoOn     .    .   .    , 


Providence  Wash'gton 
Prussian  National  .  . 
Reliance  Marine  .  .  .  . 
Sea 


Royal  Exchange  .   .   . 
Standard  Marine    .   . 
St.  Paul  F.  &  M.  .   .   . 
1  Swiss  Marine  Comb'd 
Thames  &  Mersey 

Union  Marine    .... 


Universo  Marine 
Wilhelma    .... 

Western 

Yangtsze     .       .   . 


Total  1899  (non-resd't) 
Total  1898      '• 
Total  1897     ■' 
Total  1896     " 

Grand  Total  1899     .   .    . 
Grand  Total  1898 
Grand  Total  1897     . 
Grand  Total  1896 


Rinks 
Written. 


J19,890,70.=> 
4.007,344 


$23,298,049 


5,801,542 
1,686,046 
1,359,839 

501,534 

24.668,448 

8.799,909 

1,104,356 
6,866.937 
6.152,595 
8,344,205 

1,530,381 
2,971,951 

1.394.329 
1,4.56,992 
1,370,825 
.5.34,443 
2,124,410 

2,098,402 
2,275,4(J0 
2,033,315 
1,937,383 

10,367.208 

7.354,937 

160,187 

1,573.680 
599,712 
638,735 
780,003 

4,042,229 

6,527.047 

1.224,283 

16,340,512 

2,906,380 

1,065,4.50 

477,543 
2,742,429 
1,961,8.36 
7,119,491 


Premiwms. 


$195,218 

57,825 


2.53,043 


101,887 
18,438 
1,216 

14,229 
109,177 
63,767 

5,026 
39,739 
60,199 
105,459 

18,146 
.39,194 

17,397 

19,004 

2,602 

1.933 

26,702 

31,014 
49,031 
.53.876 
28,445 

24,006 

16,558 

542 

23,209 
2.494 

8,7.53 
11,284 

2,.578 
39,799 
22,6.50 
161.3.58 

48,729 

17,001 

12,269 
24.379 
55,005 
27,345 


$150,894,9.34 
176,9.57,461 
177,292.577 
140,392,569 


174,192,983 
199,372,495 
194,179,037 
154,551,873 


$1,304,440 
1,. 544, .378 
1,. 503,469 
1,245,260 


1,. 5.57,483 
1,787,503 
1,694,020 
1,424,842 


Paid. 


$85,921 
37,954 


123,875 


64,654 

1,208 

12 

5.599 
27,927 
39,842 

1,671 

6,201 
40.087 
65,603 

7.332 
23,974 


5.431 
8.731 


21,192 

3,147 
38,401 
39..340 
23,764 

23,118 
1,300 


12,876 
1,149 
1,472 
1,705 


3.070 
11.923 

76,098 
20,492 

1,621 

5,043 
20,699 
48.720 
32,295 


$694,384 
652,248 

1,270,179 
686,589 


818,259 

763.022 

1.375,914 

812,591 


*  Alliance  of  Berlin  and  Munich  of  Munich. 

1  Switzerland  Marine,  Helvetia  General  and  Baloise. 


44.0 
65.6 


49.0 


63.4 
6.5 

.1 

39.3 
25.6 
62.5 

33.2 
15.6 
66.6 
62.2 

40.4 
61.2 

49.9 

28.6 

335.6 

79.4 

10.1 
78.3 
73.2 
83.5 

96.3 

7.8 


55.5 
46.1 
16.9 
15.1 


52.6 
47.1 
42.1 

95 

41.1 

84.9 
88.6 
118.1 

53.2 
42.2 

84.5 
55.1 

52.5 

42.7 

81.2 

'  57.0 


TuE  Fool  Agent,  Etc. — 
The  educational  work 
should  begin  with  the 
agents  as  all  will  admit. 
A  state  official  at  St.  Louis 
said  in  conversation  "if  in- 
surance is  not  a  trust,  why 
should  local  agents  say  in 
reply  to  the  question  'why 
is  my  rate  one  and  one- 
half  per  cent?'  'I  don't 
know  ;  the  insurance  trust 
makes  the  rates.'"  An- 
other interesting  item  on 
this  point  is  the  fact  that 
the  governor  who  has  pros- 
ecuted the  companies  most 
unrelentingly  is  himself 
interested  as  partner  in  a 
local  agency.  A  few  fool- 
agents  can  desti'oy  or  neu- 
tralize the  educational 
work  of  hundreds  of  sane 
and  honorable  agents.  One 
premium -snatching  field 
man  can  appoint  enough  in 
cendiary  agents  in  a  state 
to  drive  us  all  out  of  the 
business.  When  we  con- 
template the  fact  that  one 
greedy  manager  of  field 
man  can,  in  a  state  where 
rates  are  being  maintained 
without  agreement,  wipe 
out  a  million  dollars  of  pre- 
miums in  a  week,  we 
appreciate  the  danger  we 
are  all  in  and  the  respon- 
sibility resting  upon  every 
one  of  us.  This  possibility 
suggests  a  tacitagreement 
if  nothing  more,  among  all 
engaged  in  the  business, 
that  the  man,  be  he  high 
or  low,  union  or  non-union, 
who  shall  apply  the  torch 
to  the  powder  magazine, 
shall  be  stripped  of  his 
honor  and  made  to  disgorge 
his  foully  secured  prem- 
iums. It  is  hardly  conceiv- 
able that  anyone  will  as- 
sume the  responsibility  of 
precipitating  a  rate  war  in 
these  storm  centers,  but  if 
the  future  develops  such 
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an  incendiary,  let  his  guilt  be  established, 
and  then  without  threats  or  bluster,  pass 
the  word  along  the  line  and  let  the  shrinkage 
in  premiums  begin  and  be  continued  at  every 
agency  of  his  company. — Wood  worth. 


Why  Capitalized. 

A  short  time  before  the  Equitable  Life 
Assurance  Society  was  Org-anized  the  New 
York  laws  were  so  amended  as  to  require 
all  new  companies  to  have  not  less  than 
$100,000  capital.  All  life  companies  or- 
ganized in  New  York  since  that  time  have 
therefore  been  capitalized. 

The  charter  of  the  Equitable  was  so 
drawn  that  the  holders  of  the  capital  stock 
could  never  draw  dividends  greater  than 
the  legal  interest  then  recognized  by  the 
laws  of  the  state. 


California  Fire  Business  Last  Year. 

The  underwriters  experienced  a  fairly 
good  year  in  California  as  a  whole  in  1899. 
Losses  paid  were  $586,000  less  than  in  the 
previous  year;  losses  incurred  were  $678,- 
000  less  than  the  losses  incurred  in  1898. 

The  average  California  paid  loss  ratio 
was  52  per  cent.  The  average  incurred 
loss  ratio  was  50  per  cent.  The  heavy 
rains  had  something  to  do  with  this  favor- 
able experience. 

The  individual  company  experience 
varies  in  a  most  extraordinary  way. 
Some  offices  have  a  high  loss  ratio;  others, 
a  very  low  loss  ratio.  Some  of  this  varia- 
tion must  be  attributed  to  the  amount  of 
term  business  carried  this  year,  from  re- 
newals made  last  year.  This  also  accounts 
for  a  falling  off  in  premium  income.  The 
percentage  of  business  in  San  Francisco, 
where  losses  were  light,  also  affected  the 
individual  loss  ratio. 

San  Francisco  premiums  fell  off  $569,- 
000,  principally  owing  to  the  writing  of 
term  business  in  the  previous  year.  The 
loss  by  reduced  rates  appears  to  have  been 
met  by  new  business.  San  Francisco  is 
growing,  and  is  prosperous,  and  it  is 
therefore  fair  to  assume  that  there  has 
boon  some  new  business. 

The  state  premiums  fell  oft"  over  a  mil- 
lion. The  amount  written  fell  off  $72,000,- 
000.     The   loss   in    premiums    was    about 


equally    divided   between   San   Francisco 
and  the  remainder  of  the  state. 

Country  business  in  California  was  again 
unprofitable.  The  loss-paid  ratio  was  63 
per  cent.,  and  the  loss  incurred  ratio  was 
60  per  cent. 

Consolidation  of  Departments. 

In  accordance  with  the  original  plan, 
the  Pacific  department  and  the  North- 
west department  of  the  Royal  Exchange 
have  been  consolidated,  with  headquar- 
ters in  San  Francisco. 

The  Pacific  department  now  embraces 
all  the  Pacific  West  states  and  territories, 
including  Wyoming,  which  the  Royal 
Exchange  is  now  preparing  to  enter. 

Frank  W.  Dickson  becomes  manager  of 
the  consolidated  Pacific  department.  Ed- 
ward Hall,  hitherto  manager  of  the  North- 
west department,  becomes  assistant  man- 
ager of  the  Pacific  department.  While 
Mr.  Hallremoves  to  San  Francisco,  which 
he  will  make  his  headquarters,  it  is  un- 
derstood that  he  will  continue  to  give  his 
old  territory,  the  Northwest,  his  personal 
attention  as  heretofore. 

These  gentlemen  will  also  manage  the 
affairs  of  the  Orient  in  this  field. 

The  Royal  Exchange  makes  a  good 
showing  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  with  a  loss 
ratio  of  only  39  per  cent,  for  last  year. 

Annual  Meeting  of  the  Underwriters'  Fire 
Patrol. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Fire  Patrol 
of  San  Francisco  was  held  on  January  18, 
and  the  following  members  were  elected 
to  serve  as  directors  for  the  ensuing  year: 

Chas.  A.  Laton,  John  Scott  Wilson, 
Rudolph  Herold,  Jr.,  Wm.  Macdonald, 
L.  L.  Bromwell,  Geo.  W.  Spencer,  V.  C. 
Driffield. 

The  newly  elected  directors  subsequently 
elected  the  following  officers: 

Chas.  A.  Laton,  president;  John  Scott 
Wilson,  vice-president;  Rudolph  Herold, 
Jr.,  secretary  and  treasui-er. 

Mr.  Laton  now  enters  upon  his  twenty- 
fourth  term  as  president  of  the  Pati-ol, 
and  Mr.  Herold  enters  upon  his  twelfth 
term  as  secretary  and  treasurer. 

In  accordance  with    the    provisions  of 
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the  new  city  charter,  the  Underwriters' 
Fire  Patrol  will  now  assume  the  expenses 
of  the  fire  marshal  and  the  fire  marshal's 
office.  The  directors  of  the  Patrol  will 
also  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  Fire  Under- 
writers' Inspection  Bureau. 


Northwestern  Life  Assurance  Company  of 
Chicago. 

The  twenty-sixth  annual  meeting  of  the 
members  of  the  Northwestern  Life  Assur- 
ance Company  was  held  last  week  in  Chi- 
cago. The  proceedings  were  very  har- 
monious, and  in  this  respect  were  very 
different  from  those  of  a  year  ago.  The 
re-organization  of  the  company  by  Presi- 
dent Mabie  has  proved  a  great  success, 
with  excellent  promise  for  the  future. 

At  the  close  of  the  routine  business  the 
president  addressed  the  members,  and 
gave  full  particulars  of  the  affairs  of  the 
company.  Resolutions,  complimentary  to 
the  management,  were  adopted  unani- 
mously. 

The  annual  statement  presents  the  fol- 
lowing very  satisfactory  totals:  Receipts, 
$■4,173,719;  disbursements,  $1,590,987;  bal- 
ance, $2,582,731;  assets,  $3,920,765;  liabili- 
ties, $3,303,854;  surplus  to  policyholders, 
$616,910;  number  of  policies  in  force, 
40,209,  insuring  $79,059,525. 

The  taking  over  of  the  business  of  the 
Covenant  Mutual  of  Galesburg  has  turned 
out  well.  At  the  present  writing  the 
Northwestern  has  transferred  nearly  sev- 
enteen millions  to  the  standard  basis, 
thereby  increasing  the  assets  of  the  com- 
pany about  $3,000,000.  We  congratulate 
the  policyholders  of  the  Covenant  Mutual. 

President  Mabie  and  his  associates  are 
laying  the  foundations  for  a  large  and 
permanent  life  insurance  enterprise.  They 
have  converted  uncertainty  into  certainty, 
and  have  given  the  members  of  the  two 
companies  good  sound  contracts,  based  on 
accepted  mortality  tables. 


Of  the  forty-two  German  life  com- 
panies, twenty-one  have  agencies  abroad, 
yet  not  a  single  one  is  represented  in  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain.  On 
the  other  hand,  of  the  fifty-one  European 


companies  who  compete  in  the  Father- 
land with  the  forty-two  home  companies, 
twenty-six  are  English.  Pour  French 
companies,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  do 
a  faii'ly  profitable  business  among  the 
Germans  on  their  own  soil. 


An  Amended  New  York  Law. 

The  superior  court  of  Los  Angeles  re- 
cently noticed  the  New  York'  statute, 
applicable  in  the  case  of  Griffith  v.  Life 
Ins.  Co.,  101  Cal.  640.  The  decision  in 
that  case,  making  the  New  York  statute 
govern  in  California,  in  the  matter  of  no- 
tice, etc.,  was  a  startling  extension  of 
liability.  Plaintiff's  counsel  in  this  Los 
Angeles  case  ( Rosson  v.  Life  Ins.  Co. ) 
quoted  the  Griffith  decision  as  authority 
for  the  proposition  that  the  New  York 
statute  was  applicable. 

Judge  Trask  said :  ' '  Since  that  decision 
was  rendered,  the  New  York  statute  has 
been  amended.  It  did  not  then  provide, 
as  it  does  now,  that  the  notice  shall  be 
mailed  to  the  "insu'red  at  his  or  her  last 
known  postoffice  address  in  this  state." 

The  important  words  "in  this  state" 
were  inserted  in  1897.  /This  part  of  the 
law,  at  least,  therefo^,  cannot  govern 
California  contracts.    / 


The  Wolfsohn  Mystery. 

A  man  purporting  to  be  Aaron  Wolf- 
sohn,  from  Chicago,  has  been  in  Los 
Angeles,  where  he  was  identified  by  the 
agent  of  the  New  York  Life  Ins.  Co.  and 
by  others,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public 
administrator.  Wolfsohn  being  alive,  the 
insurance  money  has  been  returned,  less 
a  handsome  deduction  for  attorney  and 
other  fees. 

Does  this  end  the  matter?  It  is  too 
soon  to  give  a  positive  answer. 

This  new  Wolfsohn,  who  did  not  very 
closely  resemble  the  body  of  the  suicide 
identified  by  the  company's  agent  and  by 
a  woman  who  paid  the  funeral  expenses, 
was  brovight  to  Los  Angeles  on  the  de- 
mand of  the  public  administrator.  While 
there,  he  positively  refused  to  meet  this 
woman,  who  declared  that  he  was  an  im- 


3^ 


The    Coast   ReVlevP 


poster.  She  tried  to  meet  him,  but 
Aaron  the  first  or  second  succeeded  in 
dodging-  her,  and  finally  returned  to 
Chicago. 

What  does  it  all  mean?  Was  there  a 
conspiracy  V  Was  the  body  of  the  suicide 
a  substitute?  Did  he  die  by  his  own 
hand  ?  How  happens  it  that  the  resem- 
blance was  so  strong  that  the  life  insur- 
ance agent,  S.  A.  D.  Jones,  recognized 
the  body  as  that  of  the  man  whom  he  had 
shortly  before  insured  for  $10,000? 

A  sensational  dispatch  from  Los  Angeles 
says  there  is  evidence  of  a  scheme  to  de- 
fraud claimants  in  a  hitherto  unheard  of 
way.  The  plan  is  said  to  be  to  procure  a 
photograph  of  mysterious  suicides,  like 
that  of  Wolfsohn,  and  offer,  for  a  consid- 
eration, to  produce  the  "genuine  "  person 
alive.  A  man  like  the  original  is  found 
and  taken  to  the  insurance  company, 
which,  it  is  alleged,  pays  handsomely  for 
his  "honesty"  in  coming  forward.  Of 
course,  this  wild  newspaper  tale  is  un- 
worthy of  a  second  thought;  for  the  ben- 
eficiaries of  a  policy,  unlike  the  insurer, 
could  never  be  imposed  upon  by  a  substi- 
tute.   

Entire  Pacific   Coast  Fire    Business. 

Our  preliminary  statement  is  not  as 
complete  as  we  hope  to  make  it  for  our 
February  edition.  The  companies  report- 
ing East  have  not  yet  favored  us  with 
their  Pacific  Coast  figures. 

The  totals  which,  through  the  the  cour- 
tesy of  the  San  Francisco  managers,  we 
are  able  to  publish  this  month  are  as  fol- 
lows, 

Premiums $10,250,820 

Losses  paid 4,785,120 

Ratio 46.6  percent. 

Losses  incurred $4,574,104 

Ratio 44.6  per  cent. 

The  outside  territory  figures  of  the 
several  companies  reporting  East  will 
swell  these  totals  somewhat,  but  will  not 
notably  affect  the  aggregate  percentages. 

The  companies  have  been  very  fortu- 
nate in  tlie  outside  territory.  There  wei-e 
no  large  contlagrations,  excepting  Victor, 


Colo.,  and  less  than  .$100,000  of  that  loss 
is  included  in  our  totals. 

The  amount  written  and  the  premium 
income  have  fallen  otT,  but  it  is  believed 
these  losses  were  confined  to  California, 
where  a  great  deal  of  term  business  was 
written  in  the  previous  year. 

Equitable  Life  Figures. 

The  forthcoming  statement  of  the 
Equitable  Life  will  show  $280,000,000  as- 
sets, $62,000,000  surplus,  $52,000,000  in- 
come and  $25,000,000  paid  policyholders. 


The  Equity  Fire  of  Toronto. 

This  company,  of  which  we  are  unable 
at  present  to  get  any  trustworthy  particu- 
lars, is  writing  business  in  British  Colum- 
bia at  suspiciously  low  rates.  We  caution 
the  public  to  carefully  investigate  its  re- 
sources and  record. 


San  Francisco  Fires. 
The  Fire  Patrol  report  is  out  promptly 
this  year.     The  fire  losses  total  as  follows: 

Buildings $24.3,546 

Contents 496,511 

Total $740,057 

Uninsured 95,077 

Insurance  paid $644,980 

Losses  were  light.  The  Miller,  Sloss  & 
Scott  was  the  only  large  loss.  That  de- 
stroyed $299,218  property.  The  Baptist 
church  loss  was  $48,973;  the  Bush-street 
theater,  $37,909. 


Report    of   the  Fire  Underwriters'   Inspection 
Bureau. 

During  the  past  year  this  very  service- 
able bureau  completed  its  fourteenth  in- 
spection, and  the  fifteenth  is  now  in 
progress. 

The  percentage  of  fires,  last  year,  from 
preventable  clauses  was  only  6.4.  Before 
the  bureau  was  started  the  average  was 
about  30  per  cent. 

The  number  of  buildings  inspected  in 
1809  was  24,()82,  besides  special  hazard  and 
electric  inspections.  The  total  changes 
secured  by  the  bureau  were  11,876. 
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Local  Retrospect. 

AS    CHRONICLED    BY  THE    COAST    KEVIEW  IN    1899. 

January.— Superintendent  Higgins,  of  the  Pa- 
cific Mutual  Life,  elected  second  vice-president  of 
the  company.— Memorial  to  John  G.  Edwards  from 
the  Fire  Underwriters'  Association  of  the  Pacific— 
Election  of  officers  by  the  S.  F.  Life  Underwriters' 
Association.— Tribute  paid  to  the  memory  of  Pub- 
lisher Pjdwards.  by  John  Landers. —San  Francisco's 
new  charter,  which  provides  for  a  full-paid  fire  de- 
partment, received  the  approval  of  the  legisla- 
ture.—Death  of  Maj.  Mercer  Otey.— Pacific  Coast 
fire  business  of  1S9S  in  amount  written  ($691,000,000) 
was  the  largest  ever  reported.— Incorporation  of 
Davis  &  Henry.  St.  Paul  F,  &  M.  marine  depart- 
ment placed  with  Harrison  &  Baggs.— The  J.  D. 
Maxwell  Co.  appointed  general  agents  of  the 
Caledonian-American  Ins.  Co.  of  N.  Y.— Paul  C. 
Bates  appointed  special  agent  for  the  Union  As- 
surance and  Law  Union  &  Crown.— The  Fireman's 
Fund  rt-insured  the  Coast  business  of  the  Trans- 
atlantic Marine  (not  the  Transatlantic  Fire). 

February.— Pacific  Surety  Company  increases 
its  capital  from  $100,000  to  $250,000.— Frank  W. 
Dickson  appointed  general  agent  of  the  Orient  for 
the  Pacific  department,  and  Ed  Hall  for  the  North- 
west department.— Geo.  W.  McNear  &  Co.  ap- 
pointed general  agents  of  the  United  States  Fire.— 
Death  of  George  North.— J.  B.  Thomas  made  assist- 
ant general  agent  of  the  Northwestern  Mutual 
Life. 

March.— Twenty-third  annual  meeting  of  the 
Fire  Underwriters'  Association  of  the  Pacific. — 
The  German-American,  German  Alliance,  Boston, 
Law  Union  &  Crown,  Merchants  of  N.  J.  and 
United  States  Fire  joined  the  Board.— Memorial 
resolutions  on  the  death  of  John  G.  Edwards  adopt- 
ed by  the  S.  F.  Life  Underwriters'  Association. — 
Death  of  S.  A.  Eldridge.— Resignation  of  William 
A.  Mathews,  special  agent  of  the  Imperial  and 
Lion.— Harmony  prevailed  at  the  Monterey  meet- 
ing of  the  Board. 

April. — Gov.  Gage  pocket-vetoes  the  policy-form 
bill.— The  Phenix  of  Brooklyn  resumes  business  on 
the  Coast,  with  H.  McD.  Spencer  as  state  agent.— 
Pacific  Mutual  Life  issued  a  new  accident  and 
health  policy.— The  Proceedings  of  the  Twenty- 
Third  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Fire  Underwriters' 
Association  of  the  Pacific  issued  from  the  press  of 
the  Coast  Review  Printing  Co.— The  Victoria  Fire 
of  N.  Y.  entered  the  Pacific  Coast  Held,  with  Cat- 
ton,  Bell  &  Co.  as  general  agents.— Fire  Under- 
writers'Clerks"  Association  annual  meeting, 

May.— Death  of  Herbert  G.  Edwards.— Re  elec- 
tion of  189S  officers  of  the  Board.— The  Girard 
of  Phila.  re-entered  California  and  appointed  G. 
W.  McNear  &  Co.  general  agents.— Utah's  gov- 
ernor vetoes  the  valued  policy  bill. — Washington 
Insurance  Association  begins  a  re-survey  of  Seattle 
risks.  The  Board  adopts  some  changes  in  rates  in 
San  Francisco. — Death  of  Hiram  Macy  Staats,  at 
Pasadena. 

June.— The  N.  Y.  Life  established  a  second  gen- 
eral agency  in  San  Francisco.— Pres.  West,  of  the 
Penn  Mutual,  gives  a  luncheon  to  the  local  agents- 


of  the  company  in  S.  F.— Organization  of  the  Prov- 
ident Security.— Maj.  Day  resigns  the  management 
of  the  Washington  Life's  Pacific  department,  and 
goes  East.— A  murderous  assault  is  committed  on 
Manager  Belden.— North  German  of  New  York  be- 
gan writing  in  California  under  general  agency  of 
Walter  Speyer. 

July.— Death  of  Wm.  J.  Callingham.— General 
Manager  Craig,  of  the  New  Zealand,  visits  S.  F.— 
Nominal  fire  losses  in  the  city  and  state  on  the 
Fourth.— Ruling  in  Oregon  — employes  who  are 
solicitors  must  pay  a  license.— Application  of 
universal  mercantile  schedule  to  Tacoma.— The 
Fireman's  Fund  reinsures  the  Coast  business  of 
the  Tokio  Marine.— An  acetylene  gas  machine  ex- 
plodes at  San  Mateo,  and  frightfully  injures 
Alfred  Edmunds. 

August.— J.  B.  F.  Davis  &  Son  appointed  general 
agents  of  the  Sun  Ini-urance  Office,  and  Leslie  A. 
Wright  re-appointed  assistant  general  agent.— 
The  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  of  the  Pacific  de- 
fine the  special  agent.— Howard  Perrin  appointed 
general  manager  of  the  Washington  Life  for  Cali- 
fornia.—Supervisors  of  S.  F.  pass  the  overhead- 
wires  ordinance. 

September.— The  Home  Mutual  of  S.  F.  prepares 
to  enter  a  number  of  Southern  states.— There  was 
a  slight  rate  war  in  Hay  wards,  Cal.-The  State 
Fire  Ins.  Co.  of  Liverpool  enters  California,  with 
Wm.  Macdonald  as  manager. 

October.— Organization  of  the  Agents'  Fire  In- 
surance Company.  (Sept.  27.) — San  Francisco 
agent  of  the  Mutual  Life  arrested  for  striking  a 
woman  in  the  public  streets.— Resignation  of  Pros 
ident  Staples,  of  the  Fireman's  Fund.— The  Kings 
County  Insurance  Co.  of  N.  Y.  entered  in  Califor- 
nia, with  Frank  J.  Devlin  as  manager. — Death  of 
Hiram  H.  Lee.— (Sept.  27.)— Commissioner  Dunbar 
of  Oregon  rules  that  re-insurance  is  a  contract  of 
insurance  under  the  Oregon  local  agents'  law.— 
Lightning  causes  destruction  by  fire  of  out-build- 
ings near  Santa  Ana,  Cal.— Washington  supreme 
court  decides  that  jurors  must  be  sober. — Pacific 
Mutual  Life  examined  by  the  Missouri  insurance 
department.— Capt.  Donnell  resigns  management 
of  District  F.  at  Salt  Lake  City.— Los  Angeles 
local  board  dissolves. 

November.— The  state  grangers  of  Oregon  and 
Washington  organized  the  Patrons  Life  Insurance 
Association.— E.  J.  Jolly  appointed  manager  of 
District  F.,  Salt  LakeCity.— New  rate  cards  issued 
in  Seattle.— Death  of  Wm.  H..Bagley,  assistant 
manager  of  the  North  British  &  Mercantile.— 
Death  of  Geo.  F.  Ashton. 

December.— The  Connecticut  Ins.  Co.  refused  to 
pay  agent's  $2  license  fee,  which  the  commissioner 
recently  discovered  he  must  exact  under  the 
retaliatory  law  of  California. — Netherlands  Fire 
Ins.  Co.  arranges  with  Wm.  Macdonald  to  repre- 
sent it  on  the  Pacific  Coast  as  from  January  1.— 
Leslie  Wright,  assistant  general  agent  of  the  Sun 
Insurance  Office,  resigns.— Death  of  Chas.  R.  Story, 
late  of  the  Home  Mutual  Ins.  Co.— Death  of  H.  E. 
Nicholas.— Davis  &  Watson  given  a  limited  ter- 
ritory as  general  agents  for  the  Western  and  Brit- 
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ish  America.— Return  of  the  Glens  Falls  Ins.  Co., 
with  Ed.  E.  Potter  as  general  agent. 


Casualty  and  Surety  Notes. 
On  October  12th,  a  'Frisco  citizen,  who- 
had  carried  a  Preferred  policy  through 
our  Pacific  Coast  branch  allowed  it  to 
lapse,  the  agent's  arguments  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding.  Three  days  there- 
after he  tried  to  board  a  moving  train  and 
met  with  fatal  injuries. — Preferred  Per- 
ambulator. 

We  renew  our  thanks  to  accident 
agents  who  send  us  interesting  newspaper 

clippings. 

*        * 

A  San  Francisco  man  and  woman, 
husband  and  wife,  suffered  the  same  dis- 
abling accident  on  succeeding  days.  Each 
fell  and  dislocated  a  hip.  The  coinci- 
dence is  noteworthy. 

The  receiver  of  the  defunct  U.  S.  Mu- 
tual Accident  Association,  acting  in  con- 
formity with  the  recent  decision  of  the 
appellate  division  of  the  supreme  court  of 
Illinois,  has  sent  out  notices  of  an  assess- 
ment on  members  of  division  A,  to  meet 
the  claim  of  a  widow  whose  husband  was 
killed  on  January  28,  1896.  The  one-time 
members  of  this  Peet-Pitcher  bubble 
have  now  no  alternative  but  to  dig,  saw 
wood  and  settle.  Their  champion,  the 
counsel  who  successfully  conducted  the 
Daly  test  suit,  advises  that  this  latest 
assessment  be  paid. 

Alexander  Clark  was  instantly 
killed  at  Steveston,  B.  C,  while  standing 
live  feet  away  from  a  cow  he  was  holding 
to  be  shot,  by  a  butcher.  The  bullet 
struck  the  cow's  forehead  just  as  she 
turned  her  head,  glancing  off  and  pene- 
trating Clark's  temple. 


Lively  Life  Competition  in  New^  York. 
Press  dispatches,  together  with  Eastern 
papers  just  at  hand,  give  a  brief  account 
of  a  slight  "misunderstanding"  in  New 
York.  The  principals  are  the  Equitable 
and  the  Now  York.  The  former  says  the 
latter  sent  out  notices  to  the  prominent 


agents  of  the  former,  inviting  them  to 
the  New  York's  service.  This,  then,  is 
the  basis  of  the  telegram  predicting  a 
"rate  war  "  by  life  offices. 

The  upshot  in  New  York  city  was  the 
des  M-tion  of  the  New  York  Life  by  the 
400  city  agents.  Then  there  was  a  hur- 
ried consultation,  and  a  proffer  of  new 
terms  and  local  reforms,  or  something 
like  that;  and  the  400  marched  back 
again,  and  are  once  more  enrolled  among 
the  "Nylics. '' 

Mutual  Fire  Business  in  California. 

Followiug  are  the  figures  of  the  sev^eral 
county  mutuals  in  California,  for  last  year: 

LOSSES 
NAME  OF  COMPANY  WBIT'N     PBM'S      PAID 

Humboldt  Co.  Fire $50,382  $   268  $.  . 

Los  Angeles  Co.  Mutual  .   .   .    126,831  849  .  . 
Sonoma  Co.  Farmers'  Mutual    46.862 

Orange  Co.  Farmers'  Mutual .  119,965  249 

The  San  Bernardino  Co.  Mut.    51,127  133  .  . 

Mutual  Fire  Association.  .   .     34,630  .   .  742 

Totals $429,797      Sl,499      $742 


California  Life  Business. 

We  print  in  this  issue  a  table  of  the  Cali- 
fornia life  business  last  year,  and  also  another 
table  for  the  previous  year.  The  interested 
reader  is  referred  to  the  first  table  for  partic- 
ulars and  to  the  second  table  for  comparisons. 

The  total  new  business  increased  over  four 
millions.  The  insurance  in  foi'ce  increased 
nearly  thirteen  millions.  Both  gains  are 
extraordinary.  The  figures  of  the  individual 
companies,  as  to  the  relation  between  new 
business  and  renewals  and  amount  in  force, 
are  not  always  clear,  though  the  seeming  dis- 
crepancy may  be  explained  by  the  paid-up  in- 
surances taken  during  the  year  and  not 
treated  as  either  new  or  renewed  business. 


California  Business  of  Assessment  Associations. 

Not  reporting  this  year; 

Bankers  Life,  St.  Paul. 

Bankers  Life,  New  York. 

California  Mutual  Benefit,  S.  F. 

Covenant  Mutual  Life. 

Decimal  Mutual  Life,  S.  F. 

Des  Moines  Life  A'ssn. 

International  Indemnity,  S.  F. 

Mutual  Indemnity,  S.  F. 

Northwestern  Life  Assur.  Co.,  Chicago. 

Only  six  assessment  life  associations  are 
now  authorized  to  do  business  in  California. 
Their  business  last  j"ear  is  as  follows: 
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Bankers  Life,  Des  Moines,  328  new  policies 
for  |(5o6,000;  premiums,  #1,649;  2,171  policies 
for  $4,342,000  in  force;  losses  paid,  *26,000. 

Fidelity  Mutual  Aid  Ass'n,  S.  F.,  1998  new 
pols.  for  $2,086,500;  premiums,  *34, 702;  l,r.62 
pols.  for  $1,401,000  in  force;  losses  paid,  $4,724. 

Ministerial  Life  Ins.  Co.,  Los  A.,  589  new 
policies  for  «S09, 400;  premiums,  $17,830;  1,084 
pols.  for  Sl,439,400  in  force;  $12,850  losses  paid. 

Mut.  Reserve  Fund,  175  new  pols.  for  $496,- 
500;  prems.,  $7,825;  1,299  new  pols.  in  force, 
14,069,150;  losses  paid,  $141,409. 

Northwestern  Life,  Minn.,  78  new  pols.  for 
$183,000;  3,464  prems.  ;  311  pols.  in  force  for 
$651,000;  $5,000  losses  paid. 

Pacific  States,  S.  F.,  30  new  pols.  for  $50,- 
000;  prems.,  1,597;  191  pols.  in  force  for  $275,- 
000;  no  losses. 


Chief  Fires  in  1899. 

.TAXUAUY. 

Genesse I  12,001) 

Kingsburs  .   .   .  ■ 14,(100 

San  Fraucisco ll.OWl 

■  FEBKUAKY. 

Seattle 15,UU0 

Near  Cloverdale 24,000 

Sonoma  Co 18,000 

MAKCn. 

Spokane 7,000 

Denver • 17,000 

Oakland 10,000 

Marysville 68,000 

San  Francisco 350,000 

APRIL. 

Anaconda 17,000 

Butte 14,000 

EspanoUi. 20,000 

Boise " 17,000 

San  Jose 95,000 

San  Rafael ^22,000 

Yuba  City 21,000 

MAY. 

Portland 13,000 

Black  Diamond 16,000 

Keswick 15,000 

Napa 10,000- 

Needles 13,000 

Santa  Cruz ")  .  .   .  20,000 

Jerome 12,000 

JUNE. 

Colville 11,000 

Butte         12,000 

Chama 13,000 

San  Francisco 10.000 

Los  Gatos 10,000 

JULY. 

Irvington  .  .   .' 10,000 

Chico 39,000 

Coulterville 45,000 


San  Joaquin  Co 12,000 

Near  San  Jose 62.000 

Sau  Jose 28,000 

AUGUST. 

Ballard 1 1.000 

MuUau lO.lll'O 

Placerville 1".U00 

Yuma 75,000 

Victor 400,000 

Armona 23,000 

Fresno 37,(X)0 

Porterville 12,0(K) 

SEPTEMIJEK. 

Kings  Co 25,0110 

Seattle 67,000 

Salem 50  000 

Hemet 22,000 

Los  Angeles 120,000 

Willows 32,00(1 

OCTOBEK. 

Fairhaven 80,000 

Alameda 40,000 

Elmira 15.U0" 

Mojava 10,000 

San  Francisco 23,000 

DECEMBEli. 

Portland 40,000 

San  Francisco 23,000 


Chips. 

— TuoLLEY  wires  supply  electricity  to  stores 
in  Galveston,  Texas. 

— SoMETniXG  of  real  value  is  volume  1  of  In- 
surance Economics,  of  which  we  hereby 
acknowledge  the  receipt. 

—Alfred  Paull  of  Wheeling  has  been  ap- 
pointed general  agent  of  the  Sun  Insurance 
Office  for  West  Virginia.  He  will  report  to 
Manager  Purcell  of  the  Western  department 
at  Chicago. 

— Better!  It  is  now  The  Review,  an  Aus- 
tralasian journal  of  banking,  insurance  and 
finance— new  name,  new  plate,  new  cover, 
new  white  paper,  and  in  several  sundrj'  ways 
improved.  The  Review  is  now  running  a 
series  of  fine  portraits. 

—Hemet,  Cal.,  had  something  of  a  shake  for 
a  greeting  Christmas  morning.  The  dailies, 
with  direct  wires  and  the  longest  wires  on 
this  or  any  other  earth,  printed  special  exag- 
gerated reports,  of  course;  but  it  is  a  fact  that 
small  losses  occur  and  there  appears  to  be  no 
sufficient  reason  why  these  losses  should  not 
be  covered  by  insurance,  just  as  the  cyclone 
risks  are  written  against  in  the  Eastern 
states. 
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— CoLOKADO  Sphings  has  been  re-rated. 

— Life  Dividends. — Travelers,  to  stockhold- 
ers, 15  per  cent. ;  ^tna,  S  per  cent. 

— Toe  N.  W.  National  does  not  accept  union 
or  board  policies  on  property  on  vi^hich  it  lends 
money. 

— The  Security  Mutual  of  Binghamton,  N. 
Y.,  has  reincorporated  as  a  legal  reserve  life 
company. 

— Denver. — Bartels  Bros.  &  Bishop  are  suc- 
ceeded by  Bartels  Bros.,  Bishop  going  it 
alone,  next  door. 

— PniLADELPHiA  fire  losses  last  year  exceeded 
$4,000,000.  The  next  largest  in  ten  years  was 
1891,  writh  $2,676,363. 

— The  insurance  commissioners  of  Ohio  and 
Wisconsin  have  ruled  that  agents'  licenses  do 
not  require  a  revenue  stamp. 

— The  Phenix  of  Brooklyn  now  has  a  state 
agency  plant  in  Colorado,  Wyoming  and  Utah, 
reporting  to  Denver,  to  J.  W.  Bailey. 

— The  Germania  of  New  Orleans  has  been 
fined  $300  for  rate-cutting.  It  was  accused  of 
sending  in  tariff-rate  daily  reports  while 
writing  at  shaved  rates. 

— Surplus  Decline. — Owing  to  a  decline  in 
security  values  in  the  last  quarter  of  '99, 
many  companies  will  show  a  loss  of  surplus  as 
compared  with  July  1  or  January  1  or  both. 

—The  Svea.— The  New  York  insurance  de- 
partment examination  makes  the  following 
exhibit  of  the  United  States  department  of 
the  Svea:  Assets,  $649,956;  unearned  pre- 
miums, $252,112;  total  liabilities,  $307,807; 
surplus,  $842,149. 

—The  Royal's  United  States  department  re- 
cently underwent  the  required  periodical  ex- 
amination. The  official  exhibit  is:  Assets, 
$7,325,539;  unearned  premiums,  $3,552,406; 
total  liabilities,  $4,482,465;  leaving  the  sur- 
plus nearly  $3,000,000  in  round  numbers. 

—With  the  best  wi.shes  of  James  D.  Bailey, 
general  agent  of  the  Insurance  Co.  of  North 
America,  there  arrives  by  mail  a  handsome 
celuloid-covered,  nickel-plated  match-box, 
which  the  editor  has  promptly  appropriated 
with  thanks.  The  design  on  the  back  of  the 
box  is  appropriate,  inasmuch  as  the  lady  swing- 
ing the  censer  is  in  light  apparel.  We  are  re- 
minded, however,  that  there  is  nothing  light 
about  a  company  with  $3,000,000  cash  capital 
and  over  $10,000,000  assets. 


— The  late  Chas.  R.  Story  was  at  one  time 
the  general  agent  of  the  Charter  Oak  Life,  in 
this  city. 

— The  California  Underwriters  Agency  of  Los 
Angeles  issue  a  very  useful  weekly  calendar 
pad,  with  perforated  sheets.     Thanks. 

— The  Holiday  Chronicle  of  New  York  is 
worthy  of  special  notice.  The  contents  are 
good,  and  the  illustrations  are  first-class. 

— The  Tucson  Lumber  Co.  yards  at  Tucson, 
A.  T.,  were  recently  set  on  fire  in  five  places. 
This  was  the  second  fire  under  similar  circum- 
stances within  a  month. 

— The  Insiu-ance  World  of  Pittsburg  will 
hereafter  be  issued  weekly.  The  World  has 
always  been  a  strong,  serviceable,  original 
insurance  paper.  The  change  to  a  weekly 
issue  will  be  welcomed  by  its  many  readers. 
— The  Western  Assurance  Co.  of  Toronto  has 
opened  a  branch  at  No.  2,  Change  Alley,  E.  C, 
for  British  and  foreign  fire  business.  The 
Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  the  Right 
Hon.  Sir  John  H.  Kennaway,  Bart.,  M.  P., 
and  James  Stevenson,  are  the  directors  in 
London,  and,  as  stated  in  the  December  issue, 
W.  B.  Meikle  is  the  manager. 
— Commercial  Union  Examination. — The  con- 
dition of  the  United  States  branch  of  the 
Commercial  Union  Assurance  Company  of 
London,  August  31st  last,  is  shown  to  be  as 
follows,  by  the  recent  examination  made  by 
the  insurance  department  of  New  York:  As- 
sets, $3,523,324;  liabilities,  $2,101,119.  This 
leaves  a  surplus  of  $1,422,205  for  the  addi- 
tional protection  of  the  American  policyhold- 
ers of  the  company. 

—  "Model  Rating  Law." — The  Continental 
has  prepared  a  "  model  law  on  the  sublect  of 
rate-making"  that  is  being  generally  distrib- 
uted. Section  1  provides  that  it  shall  be  un- 
lawful for  companies  to  combine  for  fixing 
rates,  and  holds  that  agents  shall  be  the  only 
authorized  ratemakers,  and  that  the  amounts 
to  be  charged  shall  be  governed  by  the  con- 
struction of  the  buildings  and  their  fire  re- 
stricting qualiti-'s,  occupancj',  exposure,  rec- 
ognition being  given  to  apparatuses  for  ex- 
tinguishing fire,  all  of  this  being  "to  the  end 
that  each  class  of  property  owners  shall  bear  its 
own  burden  of  insurance  expense."  The  act 
provides  for  the  membership  of  a  "state 
board  of  fire  insurance  assessors"  to  be  com- 
posed of  every  agent  holding  a  certificate  of 
authority  from  one  or  more  companies.  Tar- 
iffs shall  not  be  promulgated  until  three- 
fourths  of  the  agents  have  approved. 
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— TuE  National  of  Vermont  wrote  $18,000,000 
new  business  last  year. 

— Fully  paid  fire  department— in  San  Fran- 
cisco, under  new  charter  now  in  force. 

—The  Union  Central  wrote  137,351,000  new 
business  last  year.  Insurance  in  force  in- 
creased *15,500,000. 

— Electric  automobiles  are  covered  "any- 
where" with  a  "floater"  at  3  per  cent,  in 
Chicago. 

— The  Nohtiiwestekn  Mutual  wrote  $75,000,- 
000  new  business  last  year,  a  gain  of  $2,000,000. 
The  insurance  in  force  is  now  nearly  $500,- 
000,000. 

— Victokia,  B.  C,  is  face  to  face  with  a  propo- 
sition of  lower  insurance  rates  in  return  for 
sufficient  changes  in  the  water  mains  to  in- 
crease the  pressure  up  to  the  underwriters' 
standard.  At  present  the  pressure  in  the 
city  is  never  more  than  forty-five  pounds,  and 
it  is  proposed  to  increase  this  by  forty  pounds 
at  least. 

— W.  F.  Cummins,  formerly  of  Helena,  Mon., 
where  for  many  years  he  was  identified  with 
the  New  York  Life,  has  accepted  the  appoint- 
ment as  district  manager  of  the  Fidelity 
Mutual  Life,  for  Santa  Clara  Valley.  Mr. 
Cummins  has  the  reputation  in  his  home  state 
of  being  a  first-class  writer,  but  comes  to  Cal- 
ifornia to  escape  the  rigors  of  the  Montana 
climate,  and  also  to  obtain  for  his  family  the 
advantages  of  Stanford  University.  Mr. 
Cummins  will  have  his  office  in  San  Jose,  with 
Foss  &  Hicks,  local  agents  of  the  Fidelity. 

— With  the  compliments  of  the  Norwich  Union 
we  have  received  a  very  artistic  calendar  of 
six  hand-made  deckle-edge  cards,  with 
sketches  of  characters  in  Stevenson's  works. 
At  the  foot  of  each,  between  a  pair  of  months,  is 
a  sketch  of  the  monument  to  the  illustrious  au- 
thor, in  a  San  Francisco  public  square,  on  which 
is  inscribed  the  memorable  quotation  :  "To  be 
honest;  to  be  kind  ;  to  earn  a^ittle;  to  spend 
a  little  less.  To  make,  upon  the  whole,  a  family 
happier  for  his  presence.  To  renounce  when 
that  shall  be  necessary,  and  not  be  embit- 
tered. To  keep  a  few  friends,  but  these  with- 
out capitulation;  above  all,  on  the  same  grim 
condition,  to  keep  friends  with  himself.  Here 
is  a  task  for  all  that  a  man  has  of  fortitude 
and  delicacy."  Manager  Lowden  has  made  a 
very  happy  selection  indeed.  The  receiver  of 
one  of  these  calendar  gems  may  well  feel  him- 
self fortunate  in  being  thus  complimented. 


— New  Yokk  hates,  reduced  last  March,  have 
been  restored,  owing  to  heavy  loss  experience. 

—The  Penn  Mutual  wrote  $44,000,000  new 
business  in  '99,  a  gain  of  $5,800,000.  The  in- 
surance in  force  is  now  nearly  $187,000,000. 

— Denvek  has  the  Mutual  Bicycle  Ins.  Co.,  no 
doubt  a  worthy  successor  to  the  late  lamented 
Mutual  Bicyclists'  Protective  Association. 
Oakland,  Cal.,  had  one  once,  but  there  were 
no  flowers. 

—The  Equitable  Life  has  $280,000,000  assets, 
a  gain  of  $22,209,000.  The  surplus  is  $(32,000,- 
000,  a  gain  of  $5,250,000.  New  business  $200,- 
000,000,  a  gain  of  $37,500,000.  Insurance  in 
force,  $1,050,000,000. 

— Holiday  Cards. — The  pretty  custom  of 
sending  out  personal  Christmas  and  New  Year 
cards  has  been  followed  by  a  number  of  Coast 
managers  and  specials  and  others  this  year. 
The  Coast  Review  has  the  pleasure  of  acknowl- 
edging the  receipt  of  a  number  of  such  cards. 

— SnAi>L  WE  or  shall  we  not  insure  the  engine 
houses  just  completed  for  the  enlarged  de- 
partment of  Los  Angeles,  is  a  question  in 
economics  that  has  set  the  finance  committee 
of  the  city  council  at  sixes  and  sevens.  It  is 
not  at  all  unlikely  that  the  council  will  decide 
to  carry  the  risks  "preferred  as  are." 

—  Merchant  W.  J.  Goldswortuy  of  Stockton, 
Cal.,  who  was  discovered  in  the  act  in  the 
basement  of  his  adjoining  neighbor's  store, 
has  been  charged  with  burglary  in  entering 
the  store  with  intent  to  commit  arson.  The 
prisoner's  attorney  entered  a  plea  of  not 
guilty,  and  the  case  was  set  for  trial  February 
6,  1900. 

—Having  300  feet  of  hose,  Lakeport  is  duly 
indignant  because  the  "arbitrary  and  un- 
reasonable" Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  will 
not  lower  rates  until  1,000  feet  of  hose  is 
credited  to  the  little  town.  Though  there  are 
numerous  hydrants,  300  feet  of  hose  woukl  not 
be  very  effective  in  case  of  a  fire  of  any  mag- 
nitude or  distance  from  a  hydrant.  The 
"Bee"  is  silly  in  its  comments. 

—The  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  of  New 
York  has  purchased  250  shares  of  the  stock  of 
the  Continental  (Fire)  Insurance  Company  of    | 
New  York,  paying  $550  a  share  for  it,  the  par     <: 
value    being  $100  a   share.      Richard  A.  Mc-     I 
Curdy,   president   of    the    Mutual   Life,    and     a 
Samuel  D.  Babcock,  chairman  of  the  life  com-     I 
pany's  finance  committee  are  directors  of  the     * 
Continental,  and  Mr.  Babcock   is  chairman  of 
the  fire  company's  finance  committee  also. 
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— The  health  policies  of  the  Union  Casualty 
arc  sellers. 

— TuE  National  of  Ireland  has  reinsured  the 
business  of  the  Grand  Rapids  Fire  in  several 
states. 

— The  Equitable  Fire  of  Manchester,  Eng. , 
is  about  to  enter  the  United  States  as  a  re- 
insurer. 

— Heuk  &  PiCKEKiLL,  Duraugo's  leading 
agency,  issues  a  neat  vest-pocket  celluloid 
calendar. 

— Geo.  E.  Wasey  was  drowned  while  trying 
to  swim  a  river.  But  the  Travelers  declines 
to  pay  the  accident  insurance,  claiming  that 
it  was  a  case  of  suicide,  despite  the  unfortu- 
nate man's  preparations  for  the  swim. 

—Holiday  Numijeks  worthy  of  complimentary 
mention  were  issued  by  Insurance  Press,  In- 
surance Observer,  Insurance  Report,  Ingle- 
side,  Insurance  Sun  and  News  Letter,  the 
latter  two  containing  underwriters'  portraits. 

— Among  the  planing-mills  and  other  loses 
which  our  $500  limit  excludes  was  the  Ander- 
son «&  Middleton  fire  of  November  15,  at 
Aberdeen,  Wash.  The  loss  was  $1,851,  di- 
vided among  four  companies.  The  dry  kiln  was 
a  total  loss;  the  planing-mill  was  only  partly 
burned. 

WiTU  the  compliments  of  Geo.  H.  Tyson, 
general  agent  of  the  German-American,  we 
are  in  receipt  of  a  handsome  polished  and  en- 
graved aluminum — or  aluminium,  as  the  elder 
gentry  prefer  as  correct — match  box  with 
1879-99  thereon,  which,  we  suppose,  embraces 
the  years  of  the  Pacific  general  agency  of  this 
very  successful  company. 

— British  Columbia. — Inspector  Davenport, 
according  to  the  Colonist,  reports  to  the  Van- 
couver Island  boai'd  that  the  water  systems 
and  fire  departments  within  its  jurisdiction 
have  insufficient  fire  protection,  with  the 
single  exception  of  the  little  town  of  Cumber- 
land, Comox.  The  Victoria  water  supply  does 
not  meet  with  his  approval,  the  circulating 
system  particularly  coming  in  for  condemna- 
tion, there  being,  he  says,  too  many  dead  ends 
and  small  mains.  The  force,  too,  he  considers 
insufficient.  As  to  the  fire  department,  in  his 
opinion  a  city  of  the  size  of  Victoria,  with  a 
water  system  such  as  it  has,  should  have  at 
least  four  steam  engines  instead  of  two,  and 
there  should  be  more  men ;  better,  a  fully 
paid  department. 


—What  Company?— An  accident  claim  at 
Pasadena,  Cal.,  for  $5,000,  brought  by  Mrs. 
John  McCutcheon,  widow,  was  recently  com- 
promised for  $500.  The  Star  says  the  employ- 
ing contractor  had  a  policy  in  "a  build- 
ers' accident  insurance  company,"  guar- 
.  an  teeing  to  defend  all  suits  brought  for 
damage  by  reason  of  accident,  not  exceeding 
$5,000  for  each  employee  accidentally  fatally 
hurt.  Probably  the  local  paper  meant  an  em- 
ployers' liability  company.  The  case  against 
the  contractor  must  have  been  weak,  for 
plaintiff's  counsel  apcepted  the  $500  offered  as 
a  compromise.  As  the  three  men  who  fell 
from  the  scaffolding  were  the  three  men  who 
built  it,  the  negligence  complained  of  was 
their  own  negligence,  and  the  contractor  was 
therefore  confident  that  there  was  no  employ- 
er's liability. 

— The  Pkesiiiential  Vote. — The  Liverpool  & 
London  &  Globe  calendar  this  year  is  just  the 
same  handsome  old  face,  with  twelve  calendar 
leaves  and  twelve  clock-faces  surrounding  the 
nine  o'clock  San  Francisco  time  at  423  Cali- 
fornia street.  Showing,  for  example,  that  at 
the  same  time  it  is  11  o'clock  in  Chicago  and 
12  o'clock  in  New  York,  or  an  hour  per  thous- 
and miles  say,  enabling  the  careful  observer 
to  find  the  distance  to  Liverpool  and  London 
and  elsewhere  on  the  globe.  There  is  an  in- 
scription beneath  the  clock-face,  setting  forth 
that  this  presidential  year  is  fraught  with 
momentous  questions,  and  that  in  recognition 
of  general  interest  therein  the  Liverpool  &, 
London  &  Globe  Ins.  Co.,  through  its  well 
known  Pacific  department,  on  the  back  of  the 
card,  furnishes  reliable  and  instructive  in- 
formation regai'ding  presidential  elections, 
from  the  beginning  of  the  modern  world  to 
189li.  Perhaps  these  words  are  rather  more 
ours.  Anyway,  the  information  is  so  good 
and  complete  that  we  advise  the  receiver  to 
turn  the  face  of  the  calendar  to  the  wall,  with 
the  back  in  front  forthwith;  for  everybody 
will  be  consulting  the  card  during  the  quad- 
rangling  season  now  about  to  open  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  newspapers.  We  are  reminded, 
by  the  way,  that  the  first  republican  presi- 
dent was  Andrew  Jackson  and  that  the  first 
democratic  president  was  Andrew  Jackson. 
One  fact  seems  to  have  escaped  the  lynx-eyed 
author.  Col.  Kinne,  to  wit:  that  in  '96  a  num- 
ber of  women  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  states 
voted  for  president  for  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  the  country— and  thej'  all  voted  for 
the  man  who  made  the  handsomest  picture. 
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—Col.  Hawes  is  in  Honolulu. 

—The  Pacific  Mutual  Like  has  policies  on 
the  lives  of  many  of  the  most  prominent  busi- 
ness men  of  San  Francisco. 

— F.  P.  Wilson,  of  the  Western  department 
of  the  Continental,  has  been  transferred  to 
the  southern  California  field,  where  he  will 
succeed  the  late  H.  E.  Nicholas. 

— The  local  board  at  Salt  Lake  has  elected  E. 
W.  Wilson  president.  Hugh  Anderson,  the 
retiring  president,  declined  a  re-election. 
Mr.  Wilson  was  elected  unanimously. 

— Special  AoENTsManning,  Alverson,  Schling- 
heyde  and  Thompson,  of  the  Atlas  Assurance, 
were  called  in  during  the  holiday  season,  for 
the  purpose  of  a  conference  with  manager 
Devlin. 

— A.  F.  Fitzgerald,  of  San  Luis  Obispo,  has 
associated  himself  with  John  M.  Hyland,  re- 
cently of  San  Francisco.  The  firm  name  is 
to  be  Fitzgerald  &  Hyland.  The  several 
varieties  of  insurance  will  be  written. 

—James  B.  Estee,  superintendent  of  agencies 
for  the  National  Life,  favors  us  with  a  booklet 
containing  a  group  of  past  letters  to  agents, 
together  with  two  general  articles.  We  shall 
have  occasion  to  note  this  neat  little  leather- 
bound  book's  contents  hereafter. 

—It  is  announced  that  the  Southern  Pacific 
Company  will  establish  an  insurance  system 
for  its  employes.  A.  F.  Hess,  of  a  Southeast- 
ern railway  company's  insurance  system,  will 
submit  a  plan  for  the  Southern  Pacific.  If 
adopted,  the  accident  companies  will  lose 
some  of  their  railway  business. 

— T.  D.  BoAKDMAN,  special  agent  for  the 
yEtna  at  Seattle,  has  resigned  his  position, 
to  engage  in  the  real  estate  and  insurance 
business  in  San  Francisco.  He  becomes  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Boardman,  Hooper  & 
Co.,  138  Montgomery  street.  The  members 
of  the  firm  are  now  T.  D.  Boardman,  Edward 
J.  Hooper  and  George  C.  Boardman,  Jr.  The 
Merchants  of  New  Jersey  is  represented. 

— The  California  insurance  commissioner  this 
year  requires  the  life  companies  to  answer 
such  questions  as  these  :  how  many  elections 
of  directors  have  been  held,  and  what  number 
of  votes  were  cast  and  by  whom  ;  the  names 
of  the  officers,  the  amount  of  the  salary  of 
each,  and  how  fixed,  etc.  We  have  not  heard 
that  similar  questions  were  asked  on  the 
blanks  furnished  fire  offices. 


— G.  C.  HoLLOWAY,  special  agent  for  the 
Home  in  southern  California,  has  been  quite 
ill.     He  is  now  at  Needles. 

— The  California  Underwriters'  Agency,  of 
Los  Angeles,  has  been  appointed  General 
agents  for  southern  California  for  the  Union 
Casualty  and  Surety  Co.,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

— President  Irwin  of  the  National  Board  has 
selected  his  conference  committee  of  twenty- 
five.  Its  membership  is  thoroughly  repre- 
sentative, and  includes  non-board  company 
officials. 

— President  McCall  says  that  hereafter  the 
New  York  Life  will  refrain  from  making  com- 
pacts with  other  companies,  as  "they  are  too 
readily  made  and  too  readily  broken."  And, 
"we  do  not  wish  contracts  with  represent- 
atives of  other  companies  unless  they  bring  a 
release."  "Asa  matter  of  fact,  we  prefer  men 
who  are  new  to  the  business,  to  those  who 
are  changing  about  at  the  close  of  every  year." 

—Manager  Wm.  J.  Landers'  offices  at  205 
Sansome  street  have  been  re-arranged  and 
handsomely  fitted  up.  The  wainscoting  is  of 
marble.  The  floor  is  tiled.  Prismatic  glass 
in  front  produces  a  fine  distribution  of  light. 
The  city  men  have  neat  desks  along  the  pas- 
sage way  separating  the  long  counter  from  the 
wall.  Lincrusta-walton  adds  to  the  general 
nice  effect  of  tints,  lights,  divisions,  support- 
ing pillars,  etc.  Manager  Landei's's  private 
offices  are  in  the  rear,  beneath  the  sky-light. 

—•'A  Horse  on  Him."— The  offices  of  the  Mil- 
waukee Mechanics  on  California  street,  San 
Francisco,  are  approached  by  some  eight  or 
ten  steps  leading  downward  to  a  front  eleva- 
tion constructed  mostly  of  glass.  Manager 
Bromwell's  offices  are  in  front,  and  are  sep- 
arated fi'om  the  main  offices  by  glass  parti- 
tions. Recently,  a  huge  shadow  and  a  rumb- 
ling were  instantly  followed  by  the  crash  of 
bursting  doors.  Looking  around.  Manager 
Bromwell  found  the  head  and  neck  and  fore 
legs  of  a  horse  on  the  floor  of  his  office.  The 
beast,  attached  to  a  buggy,  had  backed  on  to  the 
sidewalk  and  taken  a  tumble  backward  down 
the  steps,  breakingopen  the  door  of  the  private 
office  and  sliding  headlong  in.  Strange  to  say, 
not  a  glass  was  broken,  and  the  horse  was  un- 
injured. He  was  dragged  wholly  into  the 
office,  lifted  to  his  feet,  turned  about  in  the 
narrow  room,  led  out  into  the  main  office,  and 
"shown  the  door."  With  a  bound,  he  was 
upon  the  sidewalk  again,  the  hero  of  a  thou- 
sand spectators. 
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—Special  Agent  Lew  M.  Seaton  is  in  town. 

— D.  C.  Reed  of  San  Diego  is  offering  his  in- 
terest in  Reed  &  Dodson's  agency  for  sale. 

—The  PncEXix  Mutual  Life  wrote  §15,260,000 
new  business  last  j'ear,  a  gain  of  $3,778,375. 

— The  Pioneer  Mutual  Ins.  Assn. ,  incorporated 
in  Washington,  proposes  to  give  the  "old 
liners"  a  run  for  their  money.  And  after 
awhile  the  Pioneer's  claimant  policyholders 
will  run  a  long  way  for  their  money. 

^President  Pattison  of  the  Union  Centra 
Life  authorizes  us  to  deny  any  report  that  the 
company  is  about  to  withdraw  from  this  field. 
Though  without  any  general  agent,  and  not 
actively  soliciting  business,  this  Cincinnati 
company  will  maintain  an  office  here  for  the 
accomodation  of  its  policyholders. 

— TuE  Fidelity  Mutual  Life  of  Philadelphia 
reports  the  business  written  in  California  in 
1899  at  11,884,811.  This  is  the  largest  busi- 
ness ever  written  in  this  state  by  the  Fidel- 
ity and  is  a  record  of  which  any  company 
might  be  proud.  Mr.  Rathbun,  the  general 
manager  of  the  Fidelity,  is  to  be  congratulated 
upon  this  handsome  showing. 

— We  are  indebted  to  Manager  Macdonald  for 
a  bound  copy  of  "the  Versatility  of  an  Insur- 
ance Career,"  by  F.  W.  P.  Kutter,  manager 
of  the  London  &  Lancashire  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  of 
Liverpool.  It  is  a  thoughtful,  scholarly  and 
entertaining  address.  We  take  the  liberty  of 
quoting  a  few  characteristic  sentences,  to- 
wit :  "Perhaps  the  highest  qualification  of  an 
underwriter  is  the  power  of  making  up  his 
mind;  and  making  it  up  both  rapidly  and  ac- 
curately." "Insurance  has,  indeed,  every 
claim  to  the  title  of  an  inductive  science,  a 
science  which  calls  for  one's  best  reasoning 
powers — the  daily  drawing  of  inferences  and 
conclusions  by  the  microscopic  examination  of 
all  such  obtainable  data  as  will  help  to  throw 
light  upon  the  problem,  whatever  it  may  be." 
"Statistics  above  all  are  the  underwriter's 
sheet  anchor."  "But  beyond  even  statistics, 
there  must  be  that  keen,  sympathetic,  sensi- 
tive judgment,  amounting  almost  to  an  in- 
stinct, which  so  often  comes  into  play,  to  con- 
firm, or  perhaps  to  negative,  what  the  figures 
seem  to  indicate."  "What  power  on  earth 
can  stop  a  fire  well  alight  in  two  or  more 
warehouses  in  a  conjested  di.strict  with  a  hur- 
ricane blowing?  How  often  has  it  happened 
that  a  serious  conflagration  was  only  averted 
by  the  dropping  of  the  wind,  or  its  veering 
round  to  another  quarter?" 


— The  United  States  Life  assets  now  exceed 
$8,000,000. 

— Agency  Director  McLane  of  the  New 
York  Life  is  in  Chicago.  He  will  be  absent 
about  a  week. 

— The  Decimal  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  of  San 
Francisco  is  reported  to  be  winding  up  its 
diminutive  affairs. 

— Next  Friday  night  the  Life  Underwriters' 
Association  of  San  Francisco  will  hold  its  an- 
nual social-business  meeting,  with  a  dinner. 

—The  Traders  Fire  of  New  York  won  the  suit 
in  Illinois  brought  at  the  instigation  of  the 
Traders  Fire  of  Chicago.  There  can  there- 
fore be  two  Traders  as  well  as  two  Germans. 
The  Coast  Review  always  took  this  view,  and 
the  courts  sustain  it. 

^Tue  Home  Mutual  of  San  Francisco  pre- 
sents its  friends  with  a  handsome  gold-plated 
letter  and  paper-cutter.  It  has  a  handle  in 
scroll  relief,  with  "compliments"  of  the  com- 
pany in  raised  letters.  It  is  a  serviceable 
and  handsome  holiday  present  which  will  long 
remind  the  receiver  of  the  always  reliable 
Home  Mutual. 

— With  the  compliments  of  Herbert  Folger, 
manager  of  the  Coast  department  of  the 
Phoenix  Insurance  Co.  of  Hartford,  we  receive 
a  dainty  aluminum-frame  calendar  with  ad- 
justable cards.  It  is  handsome  enough  for 
one's  best  girl,  and  will  delight  the  agents  of 
the  company.  The  old  reliable  Phoenix  is 
always  up-to-date. 

—  "With  the  compliments  of  the  Fireman's 
Fund  Insurance  Co.,  Christmas,  1899."  What 
is  it  this  year  ?  Something  good  and  original 
of  course.  There  is  never  any  disappoint- 
ment. Opening  the  box,  we  find  a  handsome 
sterling-silver  combination  paper-knife  and 
pencil,  with  a  box  of  leads.  On  the  blade,  in 
relief,  are  "greetings"  and  the  well  known 
monogram  of  the  company.  The  pencil-barrel 
is  enchased  with  scroll-work. 

— The  Scottish  Union  has  issued  the 
following  circular  to  a  number  of  its 
clients:  "Kindly  take  note  that  we  have  for 
good  and  sufficient  cause  dismissed  from  the 
service  of  the  company  Mr.  E.  F.  Euphrat, 
who  was  a  salaried  solicitor  of  this  office,  and 
through  whom  we  issued  in  your  favor  Policy 

No.  .     Mr.  Euphrat  is  not  authorized  to 

receive  moneys  on  behalf  of  the  company  or  in 
any  way  to  interest  himself  in  our  behalf  in 
connection  with  the  above  insurancie." 
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—A  PoKTLAN'i)  LOSS  was  caused  by  burning 
soot  falling  from  an  unpi'ctected  flue  on  a 
barrel  of  oil. 

— The  Magdeburg's  American  deposit  has 
been  transferi-ed  from  Massachusetts  to  New 
York  authorities. 

—The  Pacific  Mutual  wrote  $7,000,000  new 
"ordinary"  business  last  year.  This  is  a  gain 
of  a  million  and  a  half. 

— Repokt  of  insurance  companies  of  the  past 
year's  business:  Life— Well.  Casualty — 
W-e-ll  ?     Fire— H— 11.— Investigator. 

— TuE  Home  of  New  York  had  on  January  1st 
113,455,627  assets,  a  gain  of  1647,000.  The  net 
surplus  is  $4,836,069,  a  gain  of  1204,000. 

— A  HANDSOME  ncw  ad.  is  that  of  the  London 
&  Lancashire,  English-Amercan,  Underwri- 
ters, State  Fire  and  Netherlands  Fire,  on 
page  S. 

— A  MANAGER  refers  pleasantly,  with  a  touch 
of  sarcasm,  to  his  low  loss  ratio  for  1899  as  a 
sample  of  the  other  kind  of  luck,  commonly 
called  in  our  business,  "ability." 

— General  Agent  Clarence  M.  Smith  of  the 
Northwestern  Mutual  Life  went  south  on  the 
15th  inst.,  to  visit  southern  California  agen- 
cies.    He  will  be  absent  ten  days. 

— The  New  York  insurance  department  exam- 
ination of  the  Sun  Insurance  Office's  Ameri- 
can department  shows  $2,557,120  assets  and 
$1,525,836  liabilities,  leaving  $1,031,284  surplus. 

— The  burning  of  the  old  Bush-street  theater 
in  San  Francisco,  it  transpires,  was  accidental. 
Fire  Marshal  Towe  made  his  usual  thorough 
examination,  and  interrogated  a  number  of 
Americans  and  Filipino-Americans.'  The 
rumors  of  incendiarism  were  found  to  be  with- 
out foundation. 

— The  following  mysterious  dispatch  appeared 
in  a  San  Francisco  evening  paper :  Vancouver, 
B.  C,  Dec.  29. — There  is  a  great  war  among 
the  insurance  companies  in  British  Columbia, 
and  Chinese  are  the  cause.  The^underwriters 
control  the  I'ates  of  all  companies  doing  busi- 
ness under  a  provincial  charter,  but  those 
companies  with  a  Dominion  franchise  are  giv- 
ing cheap  rates  to  the  Mongolians.  The  loss 
of  all  the  lucrative  Chinese  business  by  the 
provincial  companies  started  an  investigation, 
and  the  underwriters  are  suing  the  Dominion, 
but  from  indications  they  will  not  make  their 
case  stick,  and  there  will  be  cheap  insurance 
for  British  Columbia. 


— The  Provident  Savings  wrote  •*47,000,000 
new  business  last  year,  a  gain  of  $17,500,000. 

— The  Home  Mutual  is  a  popular  name.  Here 
is  the  latest,  the  Home  Mutual  Ins.  Co.  of 
Benton  Harbor,  Mich. 

— Manager  John  Landers  was  the  first  to 
respond  to  the  Coast  Review's  request  for 
"advance"  California  life  figures.  The 
amount  in  force  in  the  state  in  California  has 
increased  to  over  $4,000,000. 

—Manager  H.  G.  Colton,  of  the  Oregon  and 
Washington  department  of  the  Massachusetts 
Mutual,  reports  a  splendid  'gain.  The  com- 
pany has  written  the  largest  business  in  Ore- 
gon in  1899  of  any  of  the  ten  years  it  has 
operated  in  the  state. 

— In  Line  with  the  Times. — No  opportunity 
is  overlooked  for  the  improvement  of  Union 
Mutual  policies.  Extended  insurance  with- 
out deductions.  Incontestability  without  re- 
strictions. Exclusive  territory  may  be  had 
upon  application  to  Wm.  C.  Leavitt,  manager, 
419  California  street,  San  Francisco. 

— Ph(ENIX  of  London.— The  recent  examina- 
tion of  the  United  States  department  of  the 
Phoenix  Assurance  Company,  by  the  New 
York  insurance  department,  to  date  of  Sep- 
tember 30,  shows  $2,796,206  assets  and  $1,896,- 
957  liabilities,  leaving  $900,000  surplus.  The 
American  policyholders  of  the  Phoenix  are 
therefore  specially  well  protected. 

—With  the  compliments  of  the  Home  Insur- 
ance Company  of  New  York,  and  the  card  of 
Vice-President  Elbridge  G.  Snow,  we  receive 
"The  Home  Watch,"  for  the  desk.  It  is  a 
handsome  holiday  gift,  runs  accurately  thirty 
hours,  and  was  patented  last  year.  The  frame 
is  a  circular  piece  ef  wood,  turned  and  cored,  in 
which  the  watch  is  set.  There  is  only  one 
objection:  it  is  so  attractive  that  it  is  likely 
to  be  stolen. 

—The  Bankers  Life  of  Des  Moines,  la., 
makes  the  following  exhibit  in  its  twenty- 
first  annual  statement,  published  January  2: 
Assets,  $3,831,141,  a  gain  of  nearly  half  a  mil- 
lion;  in  state  insurance  department  hands, 
$2,695,667,  a  gain  of  nearly  half  a  million;  in- 
surance in  force,  $129,366,000,  a  gain  of  $14,- 
000,000;  insurance  in  force  in  California, 
$4,342,000,  a  gain  of  over  $800,000;  total  paid 
beneficiaries  to  date,  $4,539,582,  an  addition  of 
$766,000.  The  death  rate  last  year  was  only 
6.62.  The  expense  of  management  was  re- 
duced. 
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—The  Uxion  Mutual  has  $10,000,000  new  busi- 
ness to  its  credit  for  '99. 

—The  igniting  of  oily  waste  caused  a  cyclery 
fire  in  Vancouver  recently. 

—The  New  York  Life  has  recently  issued  a 
3  per  cent,  guaranteed  interest  policy. 

— Deputy  CommissioKek  Rhorek,  who  has 
been  ill  for  some  time,  is  again  at  his  desk. 

— Corning,  Cal.,  has  borrowed  Red  Bluif's 
old  hand  engine,  with  the  privilege  of  buying. 

— LiLLOOET,  B.  C. — Chas.  Diamond  and  Frank 
Brown  have  formed  a  partnership  in  the  in- 
surance business. 

-Ballard,  Wash.- J.  W.  Peter,  city  attor- 
ney elect,  will  turn  over  his  insurance  busi- 
ness to  W.  H.  Peter. 

-The  Northwestern  Mutual  Life  recently 
wrote  $100,000  on  the  life  of  Valentine  Peyton, 
owner  of  the  Mount  Lowe  railroad  at  Pas- 
adena, Cal. 

—Union  Casualty.— Sec.  Cluff  has  been 
elected  third  vice-president  and  general 
manager.  L.  L.  Atwood,  at  the  head  of  the 
claims  department,  has  been  elected  secre- 
tary. 

— The  Nebraska  supreme  court  has  declared 
the  new  insurance  law  unconstitutional. 
Since  last  July  there  have  been  two  rival 
insurance  departments  in  the  state — two 
kilkenny  kat  affairs. 

— An  item  in  our  December  number  may  have 
been  misleading,  inasmuch  as  it  omitted  ref- 
erence to  the  fact  that  R.  H.  Magill,  district 
manager  for  the  Western  Assurance  Co.,  re- 
tains all  the  central  and  southern  counties  in 
California,  except  San  Francisco  and  the  Los 
Angeles  district. 

—Hicks  &  Magee,  general  agents  of  the 
Phoenix  Mutual  Life  of  Hartford,  send  out 
two  handsome  calendars.  The  larger,  a  busi- 
ness-ofBce  monthly  date-card,  gives  a  picture 
of  the  home  oflice  building.  The  smaller  one 
consists  of  four  quarterly  cards,  each  hand- 
somely illustrated  in  colors  with  marine  sub- 
jects, to-wit :  battle  between  the  Bon  Homme 
Richard  and  the  Serapis;  destruction  of  the 
frigate  Philadelphia,  a  gallant  affair  likewise ; 
destruction  of  the  Albemarle,  a  wonderful 
piece  of  dare-devil  work;  and  last,  the  sink- 
ing of  the  Merrimac  at  Santiago,  with  which 
recent  exhibition  of  American  naval  heroism 
our  readers  are  very  familiar.  Biographical 
sketches  of  the  heroes  in  command  are  given. 


—The  United  States  department  of  the 
Netherlands  Fire,  according  to  the  examiners 
of  the  New  York  insurance  department,  has 
$639,350  assets,  $180,141  unearned  premiums, 
$323,759  total  liabilities,  and  $415,591   surplus. 


Liberal  Contract 


can  be  made 
with  established 


Old  Line  Life 


Insurance  Company 
for 


Local  or  Special 
Agency. 


Address  "C," 

Care  of  Coast  Reviciv. 


F.     G.     ARGALL, 

Adjuster    of    Fire    Losses, 

306  Pine  Street,    (boom  2)  San  Francisco. 

TEL.   MAIN    5605. 
AGENTS    WANTEiD. 

THE  REALTY  SYNDICATE. 

SAN  FIIANCISVO.  CAL. 

Authorized  Capital,  $5,000,000.00 

Assets,  March  31,  1899,         -         »3,713,893.69 
Capital  Paid  in,       -  -  -        1,909,500.00 

RECEIVES  SUMS  of  from  $100.00  to  $100,000.00 

Interest  6  per  cent  per  annum,  payable 

semi-annually. 

All  protlts  in  excess  of  6  per  cent  shared  pro  rata 

between  capital  stockholders  and  investors. 


The  SijHflicati'    owns  340,000   ffontuffr  fret   of 

cJioice  Oaldund  city  and  suhurhan 

property. 


The  most  important  factor  in  the  development  and 
marketing,'  of  suburban  i^roperty  is  the 

RAPID    TRANSIT    STREET    RAILROAD. 

The  Syndicate's  railway  interests  control  the  en- 
tire Oakland,  East  Oakland,  Berkeley  and 
Alameda  street  railway  system. 

OFFICES  : 
14  Sansonne  Street,     San  Francisco. 

Experienced  Solicitors  will  find  it  to  their  interest  to 
investigate. 


The   Coast   ReVievO 


—Chicago's  fire  loss  ratio  last  year  is  es- 
timated at  100  per  cent. 

—The  Victoria  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  is 
now  the  Vancouver  Island  Board  of  Fire  Uur 
derwriters. 

—In  the  Middle  West  the  principal  agency 
companies  incurred  an  avei-age  loss  ratio  of  75 
per  cent,  last  year. 

—  Thomas  S.  Chard,  who  has  resigned  his 
position  as  manager  of  the  Central  depart- 
ment of  the  Fireman's  Fund,  at  Chicago,  is  to 
be  given  a  complimentary  dinner  on  Feb- 
ruary 1. 

—United  States,  fire  losses  in  1899  are 
estimated  at  .§140,000,000,  the  largest  in  many 
yeai's.  Closer  estimates  will  appear  next 
month.  February  and  December  probably  ex- 
ceeded §18.000,000  each. 

—Vice-President  Wm.  J.  Dctton  was  elected 
president  of  the  Fireman's  Fund,  at  a  special 
meeting  of  the  directors  on  January  3,  to  fill 
the  unexpired  term  ot  Mr.  Staples.  At  the 
annual  meeting,  January  16,  it  is  understood 
that  Mr.  Dutton  will  be  i-e-elected   president. 

— John  Marshall,  Jr.,  assistant  manager  in 
charge  of  the  Western  department  of  the 
Royal  Exchange,  at  Chicago,  will  soon  go  to 
New  York  as  assistant  to  United  States  Man- 
ager Robert  Dickson.  Mr.  Marshall  is  well 
known  in  the  Pacific  West,  where  he  was 
formerly  a  special  agent. 

— Topeka. — Frank  S.  Thomas,  agent  for  the 
Continental,  has  brought  suit  against  two 
Union  companies  to  recover  from  each  $1,900 
alleged  damages  caused  by  their  cancelling 
his  agency  contract.  Mr.  Thomas  is  a  recent 
convert  to  the  belief  that  the  anti-trust  law 
applies  to  board  companies. 

— Manager  Rolla  V.  Watt  of  the  Royal  and 
Queen  has  been  appointed  a  member  of  the 
fire  commission  of  San  Francisco,  under  the 
new  charter,  by  Mayor  Phelan,  Fire  under- 
writing interests  will  therefore  have  a  first- 
class  representative  in  the  city's  board  of  fire 
commissioners.  The  appointment  was  a  great 
surprise  to  Mr.  Watt,  who  had  no  political 
aspirations.  As  the  new  charter  provides  for 
a  full-paid  fire  department,  and  there  will  be 
unusual  requirements  of  the  fire  commission, 
the  Coast  Review  congratulates  San  Francisco 
property  and  fire  underwriting  interests,  and 
the  mayor,  on  this  appointment  of  an  experi- 
enced underwriter  like  Manager  Watt. 


EXTJiA.    JANUARY   .5. 

— The  Aachen  &  Munich  has  been   admitted 


to  New  York. 

— Harrt  C.  Boyd  has  recently  returned  from 
a  seven  months'  tour  of  Pacific  West  terri- 
tory. 

— New  York's  attorney-general  says  he  is  not 
warranted  in  proceeding  against  the  Mutual 
Resei've  Fund. 

— The  .Etna's  loss  at  Prescott,  Nov.  30,  was 
only  ITOi.  Our  loss  reports  in  the  December 
book  gave  the  insurance  ($1,000). 

— Merced,  Cal.— R.  Gracey  has  turned  over 
his  insurance  business  to  E.  J.  McCain,  for 
the  past  twenty  years  associated  with  the 
Security  Savings  bank. 

— The  Covenant  Mutual  Benefit  of  Galesburg 
has  voted  to  transfer  its  28,000  membership 
and  §48.000,000  insurance  to  the  North- 
western Life  Assurance  Co.  of  Chicago. 

—The  Lancashire  has  been  examined  by  the 
New  York  department.  Result,  the  Ameri- 
can department  is  found  to  possess  $2,275,030 
assets,  with  only  $1,617,382  liabilities.  This 
is  a  very  fine  showing  for  the  company. 

—The  Continental  is  cutting  rates  five-sixths 
in  Hoopesiown,  111.,  its  agents  having  re- 
signed to  accept  the  graded  commissions  of 
union  companies.  The  local  agents  refuse  to 
meet  the  cut  or  engage  in  any  rate  war. 

— Manager  L.  B.  Edwards  returned  from 
Montana  in  time  for  a  Christmas  dinner  at 
home.  He  brought  with  him  the  big  Boston 
&  Montana  risk  for  a  Christmas  present.  Re- 
cently this  extensive  line  has  been  placed  in 
Chicago,  and  there  is  not  a  little  rejoicing  at 
its  recovery  for  San  Francisco. 

—John  T.  Fogarty,  superintendent  of  agen- 
cies for  the  Royal  and  Queen\»ame  in  from 
Butte  iu  time  for  Christmas  festivities.  He 
enjoyed  Montana's  dry  25  degrees  below 
zero,  and  the  crisp,  bracing  air,  and  the  creak- 
ing icyness  under  feet ;  but  has  been  suffer- 
ing from  the  cold  ever  since  "he  encountered 
San  Francisco's  moist  "60  above." 

—Lee  a.  McConnell  &  Co.  have  been  ap- 
pointed local  agents  of  the  Palatine  at  Los 
Angeles,  vice  John  T.  Griffith,  who  has  re- 
signed to  become  special  agent  of  another 
company.  This  is  considered  a  fortunate 
selection  for  the  Palatine;  and  the  Traders  of 
Chicago  has  been  equally  fortunate  in  secur- 
ing as  local  agents  Messrs.  Edward  D.  Silent 
&  Co. 


Tiie  Coast  T^eview. 


— TuE  UxiON  MiTiAL  has  810,000,000  new  busi- 
ness to  its  credit  for  '99. 

—The  igniting  of  oily  waste  caused  a  cj'clery 
fire  in  Vancouver  recently. 

— The  New  York  Life  has  recently  issued  a 
3  per  cent,  guaranteed  interest  policy. 

— Deputy  Commissionek  Rhorek,  who  has 
been  ill  for  some  time,  is  again  at  his  desk. 

— Corning,  Cal.,  has  borrowed  Red  Bluff's 
old  hand  engine,  with  the  privilege  of  buying. 

— Lillooet,  B.  C— Chas.  Diamond  and  Frank 
Brown  have  formed  a  partnership  in  the  in- 
surance business. 

— Ballard,  Wash.— J.  W.  Peter,  city  attor- 
ney elect,  will  turn  over  his  insurance  busi- 
ness to  W.  H.  Peter. 

—The  Northwestern  Mutual  Life  recently 
wrote  $100,000  on  the  life  of  Valentine  Peyton, 
owner  of  the  Mount  Lowe  railroad  at  Pas- 
adena, Cal. 

—Union  Casualty. — Sec.  Cluff  has  been 
elected  third  vice-president  and  general 
manager.  L.  L.  Atwood,  at  the  head  of  the 
claims  department,  has  been  elected  secre- 
tarj". 

— The  Nebraska  supreme  court  has  declared 
the  new  insurance  law  unconstitutional. 
Since  last  July  there  have  been  two  rival 
insurance  departments  in  the  state — two 
kilkenny  kat  affairs. 

—An  item  in  our  December  number  may  have 
been  misleading,  inasmuch  as  it  omitted  ref- 
erence to  the  fact  that  R.  H.  Magill,  district 
manager  for  the  Western  Assurance  Co.,  re- 
tains all  the  central  and  southern  counties  in 
California,  except  San  Francisco  and  the  Los 
Angeles  district. 

— Hicks  &  Magee,  general  agents  of  the 
Phoenix  Mutual  Life  of  Hartford,  send  out 
two  handsome  calendars.  The  larger,  a  busi- 
ness-office monthly  date-card,  gives  a  picture 
of  the  home  office  building.  The  smaller  one 
consists  of  four  quarterly  cards,  each  hand- 
somely illustrated  in  colors  with  marine  sub- 
jects, to-wit :  battle  between  the  Bon  Homme 
Richard  and  the  Serapis;  destruction  of  the 
frigate  Philadelphia,  a  gallant  affair  likewise ; 
destruction  of  the  Albemarle,  a  wonderful  . 
piece  of  dare-devil  work;  and  last,  the  sink- 
ing of  the  Merrimac  at  Santiago,  with  which 
recent  exhibition  of  American  naval  heroism 
our  readers  are  very  familiar.  Biographical 
sketches  of  *he  heroes  in  command  are  given. 


-The  United  States  department  of  the 
Netherlands  Fire,  according  to  the  examiners 
of  the  New  York  insurance  department,  has 
$639,350  assets,  $180,141  unearned  premiums, 
1323,759  total  liabilities,  and  $415,591   surplus. 


Liberal  Contract 

can  be  made 
*  with  established 

Old  Line  Life 

Insurance  Coinpany 
for 

Local  or  Special 


Agency. 


Address  "C," 

Care  of  Coast  Reziiew. 


F.    G.     ARGALL, 

Adjuster    of    Fire    Losses, 
306  Pine  Street,    (room  2)  San  Francisco. 

TEL.   MAIN    5605. 
AGENTS    WANTEiD. 

THE  REALTY  SYNDICATE. 

SAX  FIIAXCISVO.  CAL. 

Authorized  Capital,   $5,000,000.00 

Assets,  March  31,  1899,         -         Si3, 712,892.09 
Capital  Paid  in,        -  -  -        1,909,500.00 

RECEIVES  SUMS  of  from  $100.00  to  $100,000.00 

Interest  6  per  cent  per  annum,  payable 

semi-annually. 

All  profits  in  excess  of  6  per  cent  shared  pro  rata 

between  capital  stockholders  and  investors. 


Tlie  Syndicate    owns  ii4<>,<M}0   frontatff  feet  of 

choice  Oaklatid  city  and  suburban 

property. 


The  most  important  factor  in  the  development  and 
marketing  of  suburban  property  is  the 

RAPID    TRANSIT    STREET    RAILROAD. 

The  Syndicate's  railway  interests  control  the  en- 
tire Oakland,  East  Oakland,  Berkeley  and 
Alameda  street  railway  system. 

OFFICES  : 
14  Sansome  Street,     San  Francisco. 

ExiH'rionced  Solicitors  will  find  it  to  their  interest  to 
investigate. 


The   Coast   ReVievO 


— Chicago's  fire  loss  I'atio  last  year  is  es- 
timated at  100  per  cent. 

— TuE  Victoria  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  is 
now  the  Vancouver  Island  Board  of  Fire  Un- 
derwriters. 

—In  the  Middle  West  the  principal  agency 
companies  incurred  an  average  loss  ratio  of  75 
percent,  last  year. 

—  Thomas  S.  Chakd,  who  has  resigned  his 
position  as  manager  of  the  Central  depart- 
ment of  the  Fireman's  Fund,  at  Chicago,  is  to 
be  given  a  complimentary  dinner  on  Feb- 
ruary 1. 

— United  States  fire  losses  in  1899  are 
estimated  at  :?U0,000,000,  the  largest  in  many 
years.  Closer  estimates  will  appear  next 
month.  February  and  December  probably  ex- 
ceeded $18,000,000  each. 

—Vice-President  Wm.  J.  Button  was  elected 
president  of  the  Fireman's  Fund,  at  a  special 
meeting  of  the  directors  on  January  3,  to  fill 
the  unexpired  term  ot  Mr.  Staples.  At  the 
annual  meeting,  January  16,  it  is  understood 
that  Mr.  Dutton  will  be  re-elected   president. 

—John  Marshall,  Jr.,  assistant  manager  in 
charge  of  the  Western  department  of  the 
Royal  Exchange,  at  Chicago,  will  soon  go  to 
New  York  as  assistant  to  United  States  Man- 
ager Robert  Dickson.  Mr.  Marshall  is  well 
known  in  the  Pacific  West,  where  he  was 
formerly  a  special  agent. 

— Topeka. — Frank  S.  Thomas,  agent  for  the 
Continental,  has  brought  suit  against  two 
Union  companies  to  recover  from  each  $1,900 
alleged  damages  caused  by  their  cancelling 
his  agency  contract.  Mr.  Thomas  is  a  recent 
convert  to  the  belief  that  the  anti-trust  law 
applies  to  board  companies. 

— Manager  Rolla  V.  Watt  of  the  Royal  and 
Queen  has  been  appointed  a  member  of  the 
fire  commission  of  San  Francisco,  under  the 
new  charter,  by  Mayor  Phelan.  Fire  under- 
writing interests  will  therefore  have  a  first- 
class  representative  in  the  city's  board  of  fire 
commissioners.  The  appointment  was  a  great 
surprise  to  Mr.  Watt,  who  had  no  political 
aspirations.  As  the  new  charter  provides  for 
a  full-paid  fire  department,  and  there  will  be 
unusual  requirements  of  the  fire  commission, 
the  Coast  Review  congratulates  San  Francisco 
property  and  fire  underwriting  interests,  and 
the  mayor,  on  this  appointment  of  an  experi- 
enced underwriter  like  Manager  Watt. 


EXTRA,  January  n. 

—The  Aachen  &  Munich  has  been   admitted 
to  New  York. 


— Harry  C.  Boyd  has  recently  returned  from 
a  seven  months'  tour  of  Pacific  West  terri- 
tory. 

— New  York's  attorney-general  says  he  is  not 
warranted  in  proceeding  against  the  Mutual 
Reserve  Fund. 

— The  Etna's  loss  at  Prescott,  Nov.  30,  was 
only  $704.  Our  loss  reports  in  the  December 
book  gave  the  insurance  ($1,000). 

—Merced,  Cal.— R.  Gracey  has  turned  over 
his  insurance  business  to  E.  J.  McCain,  for 
the  past  twenty  years  associated  with  the 
Security  Savings  bank. 

-The  Covenant  Mutual  Benefit  of  Galesburg 
has  voted  to  transfer  its  28,000  membership 
and  $48,000,000  insurance  to  the  North- 
western Life  Assurance  Co.  of  Chicago. 

—The  Lancashire  has  been  examined  by  the 
New  York  department.  Result,  the  Ameri- 
can department  is  found  to  possess  $2,275,080 
assets,  with  only  $1,617,382  liabilities.  This 
is  a  very  fine  showing  for  the  company. 

—The  Continental -is  cutting  rates  five-sixths 
in  Hoopestovvn,  111.,  its  agents  having  re- 
signed to  accept  the  graded  commissions  of 
union  companies.  The  local  agents  refuse  to 
meet  the  cut  or  engage  in  any  rate  war. 

— Manager  L.  B.  Edwards  returned  from 
Montana  in  time  for  a  Christmas  dinner  at 
home.  He  brought  with  him  the  big  Boston 
&  Montana  risk  for  a  Christmas  present.  Re- 
cently this  extensive  line  has  been  placed  in 
Chicago,  and  there  is  not  a  little  rejoicing  at 
its  recovery  for  San  Francisco. 

— John  T.  Fogarty,  superintendent  of  agen- 
cies for  the  Royal  and  Queen,""  came  in  from 
Butte  in  time  for  Christmas  festivities.  He 
enjoyed  Montana's  dry  25  degrees  below 
zero,  and  the  crisp,  bracing  air,  and  the  creak- 
ing icyness  under  feet ;  but  has  been  suffer- 
ing from  the  cold  ever  sinCe  he  encountered 
San  Francisco's  moist  "60  above." 

—Lee  a.  McConnell  &  Co.  have  been  ap- 
pointed local  agents  of  the  Palatine  at  Los 
Angeles,  vice  John  T.  Griffith,  who  has  re- 
signed to  become  special  agent  of  another 
company.  This  is  considered  a  fortunate 
selection  for  the  Palatine;  and  the  Traders  of 
Chicago  has  been  equally  fortunate  in  secur- 
ing as  local  agents  Messrs.  Edward  D.  Silent 
&  Co. 


THS  Coast  T{eview. 
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COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


QUEEN 


Assets, 
Surplus, 

J.   A.  MACDONALD,  President, 


Ir;)sarance  Conppang 

Of  America,   N.  Y. 


$4,668,341.00 
2,323,975.00 

GEO.  W.  BURCHELL,  Secretary. 


ROLLA  V.   WATTj   Pacific  Coast  Manager 

JOHN   T.   FOG  ARTY,   Superintendent  of  Agencies. 
RO'fAL  INSURANCE  BUILDING  corner  Pine  and  Sansome  Streets,  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

SPECIAL  AGENTS  and  ADJUSTERS  ROYAL  and  QUEEN  INSURANCE  COMPANIES. 
FRANK  M.  GILCREST,  Central  California.  H.  R.  BURKE,  Washington  and  Montana. 

WILLIAM  MARIS,  Northern  California,  Nevada  and  Utah.     J.  0.  THOMAS,  Oregon  and  Idaho. 
J.  K.  URMSTON,  Southern  California,  Arizona  and  New  Mexico. 


ASSETS, 

Surplus,  (Net) 
Losses  paid,  over 


I  53,281,824  89 

15,196,543  33 

117,000,000  00 


Transacts  Largest    FIRE    Insurance    Busi- 
ness of  any  Company  in  the  World. 


CHARLES  ALCOCK,   Manager, 


F.  J.   KINGSLEY,  SUB-MANAGER,' 


LIVERPOOL,  England. 


DEPARTMENT  OFFICES: 

Boston,    New  York,    Philadelphia,    Chicago,    Louisville, 

San  Francisco. 

AucncUs  in  all  principal  Cities  and  Towns. 


Royal 

INSURANCE 

Company, 


ROLLA    V.    WATT3    Pacific  Coast    Manager, 

JOHN   T.    FOG  ARTY,  Superintendent  of  Agencies. 
ROYAL  INSURANCE  BUILDING  corner  Pine  and  Sansome  Streets,  SAN  FRANCISCO. 


The   Coast   ReV'ievP 


Extra,  January  13. 


STATEMENT 


—Leslie  A.  Wright  is  in  Europe. 

— The  Prussian  National  has  been  admitted 

to  New  York. 

— The  Mutual  Benefit  wrote  .'?40,000,000  new 

business  in  '99. 

— Catton,  Bell  &  Co.  were  the  first  to  send 
in  Coast  loss  figures. 

—  The  ^TNA  statement  shows:  Assets,  $13,- 
019,411;  reinsurance  I'eserve,  ^,378,!?54;  net 
surplus,  $5,157,615. 

— The  Connecticut  statement  shows :  Assets, 
$3,8(50,451;  reinsurance  reserve,  $1,599,897; 
net  surplus,  $1,068,839. 

— The  Hartford  statement  shows:  Assets, 
$11,003,.588;  reinsurance  reserve,  15,286,799; 
net  surplus,  $3,810,204. 

— Frank  M.  Gilcrest,  special  agent  for  the 
Royal,  has  removed  from  Los  Angeles  to 
Oakland.     His  field  is  now  central  California. 

— W.  S.  Berdan,  Jr.,  formerly  with  the  New 
Zealand  in  Oregon,  is  now  a  member  of  the 
North  British  &  Mercantile  special  agency 
staff. 

— Manager  E.  F.  Miethke  of  the  Magdeburg 
Fire  of  Germany  has  been  made  a  director  of 
the  company,  succeeding  Major  Shroeder, 
deceased. 

— Provident  Savings  Life. — New  applica- 
tions in  1899,  $55,000,000,  of  which  $47,000,000 
was  issued.  Outstanding  insurance  nearly 
$106,000,000,  a  gain  of  more  than  15  per  cent. 
New  business  gained  17  per  cent. 

— The  Connecticut  Mutual  Life  will  write  an 
increase  of  $2,000,000  in  new  business  over 
1898  in  the  United  States.  The  Pacific  Coast 
agencj'  will  show  a  gain  of  about  $250,000  over 
1898,  in  new  business  written  in  California. 

— The  Knapsack. — Have  you  your  contribu- 
tion ready  ?  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Fire 
Underwriters  Association  of  the  Pacific  is 
billed  for  February  20-21.  Editor  Grant  of 
the  Knapsack  would  be  pleased  to  hear  from 
you  "right  away." 

— Jas.  C.  Cunningham,  special  agent  and  ad- 
juster at  Spokane  for  Major  Christensen's 
companies,  the  American  Central,  St.  Paul 
and  Lloyds  Plate  Glass,  visited  San  Fran- 
cisco last  week.  This  was  Mr.  Cunningham's 
first  visit  to  California,  and  he  expresses  him- 
self as  delighted  with  his  trip  and  pleased 
with  the  city. 


Northwestern  Life 

Assurance  Company 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 

JANUARY    7,    1900.  C.  E.  MABiE,  President. 


RECEIPTS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1899. 

Premiums $4,115,843.76 


Interest 

All  other  sources 


.51,034.67 
6,841,30 


Total $4,173,719.73 

DISBURSEMENTS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1899. 
Death  Claims  ....  $1,136,479.00 
Surrendered    Policies       11,746.70 
General  Expenses  .    .       442,762.22 


Total $1,590,987.92 

Balance    Increase    over    Dis- 
bursements $2,582,731.81 


ASSETS. 

Loans  on  Mortgaares  .  $ 

.569,050.(0 

Loans  on  Collateral    . 

11,000.00 

Bonds 

76,. 564. 88 

Building 

85,000.00 

Cash  in  OflQce   .... 

7.648.63 

Cash  m  Banks .       .    . 

106,324.16 

Policv  Loans  .      . .     .2 

,782,990.(52 

Agents'     and      other 

Debit  Balances    .    . 

60,269.33 

Bills  Receivable     .    . 

4,806.19 

Premiums      Deferred 

and  in  course  of  col- 

lection   

200,984.02 

Interest  Due   and  Ac- 

crued on  Mortgages. 

14,386.88 

Interest  Due   and  Ac- 

crued on  Bonds 

1,660.60 

Interest    Accrued    on 

Collateral 

80.00 

Total  Assets $3,920,765.31 


LIABILITIES. 

Losses  Adjusted  and 
in  process  of  Adjust- 
ment    ■ 

Losses  Resisted  .    .    . 

Present  Value  Future 
Payments  Install- 
mentPolicy  Claims. 

Reserve  charged  as 
Liability 2,853,929.97 

Advance  Premiums  .  45.77 

Suspense 150  60 

Agents'  and  other 
Credit  Balances  .    .  3,734.87 


351,000.00 
61,500.00 


3,493.27 


Total  Liabilities $3,303,854.48 

Surplus  to  Policyholders  .    .   .   .$616,910.83 


$3,920,705.31 

Number  of  Policies  in  Force  Jan. 

I,  1900      40,209 

Amount  of  Insurance  in  Force  Jan. 

1,  1900 $79,059,525.00 

Death  Claims  Paid  to  Jan.  1,  1900.  $23,413,883.31 


The   Coast   ReVlevO 


i:XTRA,    JANUARY   8. 


—St.  Louis  rates  are  being  cut. 

—Manager  Leavitt  of  the  Union  Mutual  Life 
reports  the  largest  business  ever  written  for 
his  company  in  California. 

—A.  R.  D.  Patterson,  special  agent  for  J.  B. 
F.  Davis  &  Son  of  the  Sun,  has  resigned  his 
position  to  accept  a  similar  position  with  the 
New  Zealand. 

—Secretary  Fatmonville  of  the  Fireman's 
Fund  returned  from  Chicago  for  the  holidays, 
but  will  return  soon,  to  give  the  affairs  of  the 
Central  department  further  personal  atten- 
tion. 

—Messrs.  J.  B.  F.  Davis  &  Son  of  the  Sun 
Insurance  Office  have  appointed  Thos.  H. 
Williams  special  agent.  Mr.  Williams  was 
recently  in  the  service  of  the  Phoenix  of 
Hartford. 

—  M.  C.  Harrison,  of  230  California  street, 
has  been  appointed  average  and  loss  agent, 
for  San  Francisco  and  vicinity,  for  the  Joint 
Underwriters  Union  of  Amsterdam,  the 
Netherlands,  vice  James  de  Fremery,  de- 
ceased. 

-The  Los  Angeles  agent  of  the  New  York 
Life,  S.  A.  D.  Jones,  who  has  been  mixed  up 
in  the  Wolfsohn  case,  has  gone  into  bank- 
ruptcy, with  nominal  assets  and  13,500  and 
more  liabilities.  He  owes  $960  to  his  com- 
pany, $3,683  to  others,  besides  outlawed 
claims  held  by  San  Francisco  and  New  York 
people. 

—Aaron  Wolfsohn  is  really  alive.  The  New 
York  Life's  Chicago  attorney  brought  him  to 
Los  Angeles,  where  he  was  identified  as  the 
original  A.  W.,  by  the  agent  of  the  New  York 
Life  Insurance  Co.  and  other  persons.  The 
public  administrator  has  re-paid  the  insurer 
$8,500  and  retained  $1,.500  for  expenses,  after 
exacting  a  bond  securing  him  from  suits  by 
relatives  of  the  "deceased." 

— H.  McD.  Spencer  returned  from  British 
Columbia  the  day  before  Christmas.  He  now 
has  this  rich  territory  as  a  part  of  his  field. 
He  appointed  Messrs.  Casement  &  Creei-y  of 
Vancouver,  and  W.  A.  Ward  of  Victoria,  agents 
for  the  Phenix.  Mr.  Spencer  reports  good 
times  in  the  province,  and  thinks  the  fire  un- 
derwriting interests  up  there  would  be  im- 
proved if  the  companies  generally  were  to  re- 
port to  San  Francisco.  Rates  generally  are 
fair  in  British  Columbia,  excepting  mining 
risks. 


—City  Agent  Finnegan  increased  his  acci- 
dent premiums  over  25  per  cent,  in  1899. 

—Over  $1,000,000.— In  December  the  Pacific 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co.  wrote  over  a  mil- 
lion of  new  life  business. 

— KiLGARiF  «fe  Beaver,  general  agents  of  the 
Pacific  Mutual  Life,  wrote  more  than  a  mil- 
lion and  a  half  of  good  stickative  business  last 
year. 

—The  New  York  Life  now  has  $1,060,000,000 
insurance  in  force,  a  gain  of  $116,000,000.  New 
insurance  to  the  amount  of -$202,000,000  was 
written. 

— Los  Angeles. — "The  fourth  great  hay  tire," 
since  the  drouth  made  hay  "good  as  wheat," 
occurred  in  Los  Angeles  December  22.  The 
hay-barn  of  Baker  &  Mead  Co.,  covering  nearly 
an  acre  of  ground,  was  burned,  together  with 
contents.  The  insurance  was  $24,000.  Mead, 
of  the  firm,  represents  the  Home  of  New 
York.  The  hay-barn  was  considered  tramp- 
proof,  being  surrounded  by  a  high  picket 
fence.  The  origin  of  the  fire  is  attributed  to 
either  spontaneouscombustion or  incendiarism. 
No  employe  was  sleeping  in  the  barn  at  the 
time. 


INSURANCE 
A  TEXT  BOOK. 

For  Sale  at  this  Office.     Price,  $3.50. 

This  is  a  splendid  work  of  over    1,000 

pages,  handsomely  printed  and 

bound. 

Every  Intelligent  Insurance  Man  can 
Read  it  with  Profit. 

Fire,  Life  and  Casualty  Insurance  Dis- 
cussed by  Over  Forty  of  the 
Ablest  Men  in  the 
Business. 

Compiled  by  WM.  A.  FRICKE. 
For  Sale  at  The   Coast   Review    Office. 


iS^^i^^^  COASr  REI'IEIV  ADVERTISING  DErARTMENT  ^^^^^S 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT 

AMEEyCAN  CENTRAL 

Insurance  Company  of   St.  Louis 

Eiitablished  1S53 

Assets,  -  -  $1,861,940  87 

Losses  Paid,  -  -  9,898,824  23 

territory: 
California;  Oregon,  Washington,  Montana,  Idaho,  Utah,  Nevada  and  Arizona 


ST.  PAUL 


iF.  &  M.  Insurance  Company  of   St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Established  1865 

.    Assets,  -  -  -  $  2,523,987  72 

Losses  Paid,  -  -  -         '   15,255,463  68 

territory: 
California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Montana,  Idaho,  Utah,  Nevada  and  Arizona 


Lloyds  Plate  Glass 

Insurance.  Company  of   New  York 

Assets,  -  -  -  -         $  736,016  74 

Losses  Paid,  _  _  _  1,875,494  33 

»^°  Insures  Plate  Glass  Against  Breakage  Only 


CHAS.  CHRISTENSEN,  Manager 

Special  Agents  : 
r^      ^^^r^t^f.Ki        A        1^     Kii  )  JAMES  C.  VUNNINGHAM,  Spokane,  Wash 

B.  GOODWIN,   Asst    Manager  ernest  v.  joiinson,  los  Angeies,  cai. 

\  GEO.  G.  POTTER.  San  Francisco. 

OFFICE:     3ir  California  St.,  S.    F.  \         s.  B.  morse,  Portland. 

(IG) 


Tne  Coast  7{eview. 


Many  Coast  merchants  report  the  best 
holiday  trade  in  '99  that  they  ever  had. 

Taxes  on  fire  insurance  premiums  now 
average  3  per  cent,  in  the  United  States. 
Well,  if  it  were  not  for  this  tax,  insur- 
ance rates  would  average  3  per  cent,  lower 
than  they  are.  Thus,  the  man  who  in- 
sures is  compelled  to  pay  a  higher  tax- 
rate  than  the  man  who  doesn't  insure. 
Rather  a  good  thing,  this;  for  us  money- 
lenders. 

Industrial  stocks  have  fallen  about 
25  per  cent,  and  many  railroad  stocks  40 
per  cent,  in  the  last  six  months.  This 
decline,  according  to  Dun's  Review,  is 
the  i-esult  of  the  general  prosperity  which 
has  created  a  demand  for  the  millions 
locked  up  in  carrying  stocks  representing 
imaginary  values. 

The  increased  shipping  at  San  Fran- 
cisco port  during  the  nine  months  of  the 
present  year,  from  Jan.  1  to  Oct.  ]  passes 
all  records  of  any  year.  Ships  arrived  in 
San  Francisco  fi-om  all  ports,  foreign  and 
domestic,  aggi-egating  in  net  tonnage 
1,943,566,  as  against  1,796,580  tons  during 
the  same  period  of  18S8.  A  gain  this 
year  thus  far  of  146,986  tons.  In  Septem- 
ber the  net  foreign  tonnage  arriving  was 
116,322  tons;  for  the  same  month  last 
year  69,355  tons  arrived.  The  domestic 
tonnage  was  143,029  against  127,262  tons 
in  September,  1898. 


AGENTS     WANTED. 

SPARE  noriENTs 

Can  be  utilized  to  good  advantage,  and 
can  be  turned  to  good  profit  by  solicit- 
ing subscriptions  for  the 

AMERICAN  MONTHLY, 

REVIEW  OF  REVIEWS, 

Most  liberal  ofters  made  to  energetic 
agents. 

PRESIDENTIAL  YEARS 

Have  always  been  banner  years  for  the 
subscription  department;  and  1900,  with 
the  added  interest  of  the  timely  news  of 
two  wars,  will  see  an  extraordinary 
demand  for  a  magazine  of  current  topics. 

irritc  for  terms. 

THE    IiE.\^inW     OB    Ilh.^'lli.WS, 
i:i  A-Star  I^lace.  A\  V.  Cif  v. 


D.   A.    SPENCER,  Adjuster, 


2/3  Sansome  Street, 


SAN  FRANCISCO. 


PHOENIX  MUTUAL 


I     ICC:      INSURANCE 
L-irC     COMPANY 


Of  HARTFORD,  CONN. 


JONATHAiN  B.  BUNCE,  Presi. 
J.  M.  HOLCOMBE,  Vice-Presi. 
CHAS.  H.  LAWRENCE,  Sec'y. 


//.    ir.   MAdKb:. 


J.  \y.  HICKS. 


HIOKS    &    MAGEIK, 

Managers  Pacific   Department, 
Clans  Sprecilcels  (Call)    ISuiUiintj,   San  Franoisoo, 

t^  Two    NEW   CONTRACTS    Just   Issued.         The    Easiest    on    the    Market   to    Sell. 
SMALL  RA  TES !      BIG  ADVANTAGES !     Agents  should  not  fail  to  call  and  Investigate- 


i^^iS^i^^  COAST  REVIEiV  ADrEKT/S/NG  DEPARTMENT 


'  S'' S' S^  s=- s?- 


CONNB  CTICUT 


m 


Fire  Insurance  Company  of  fiartford 


£STABLISIIED  ISiU 


Cash  Capital, 

Total  Assets, 

Surplus  to  Policyholders, 


a, 000,000  00 
3,869,451  75 
2,068,839  7i 


BENJAMIN  J.  SMITH,  Manager 


411   California  Street,  San   Francisco 


Royal  Exchange  Assurance 


Of   London,    Llnglanci 

-ESTABLISHED    BY    ROYAL    CHARTEU    1720 


'W^M>x 


m 
m 

M 


Cash  Capital,  -  :  : 
Surplus  to  Policyholders, 
Total  Assets,     : 


$  3^346,099  45 

9,612,455  96 
24,034,110  35 


B^  LOSSES  PAID,  OVER  $185,000,000.00-^8 


Head   Office   United  States,   100  William  St.,   New  York, 

ROBERT  DICKSON,  General  Manager. 


Pacific  Department,  501    Montgomery  St.,  San   Francisco, 

FRANK  W.  DICKSON,  Manager. 


^IHG   COAST  TiEVIEW. 


Our  Oirectin-y  of  facific  Coast 
J<'icl<l  Men. 
Attached  Field  Men. 
Aachen  tt  Munich. 
A  W  Tliornton,  Seattle 
W  A  R(jnynge,  Los  Angeles 
Will  n  Sireeter,  Porllaud,  Oregoi. 
F  W  Hally,  San  Francisco 
Atlas  Assurance. 
E  R  Thompson,  San  Francisco 
W  W  Cleveland,  San  Francisco 
W  W  Alverson,  Portland 
C  E  Schllnglieyde,  Los  Angeles 
William  Manning,  Denver,  Col. 

^tna. 
Ed  C  Morrison,  San  Francisco 
Louis  Mel,  San  Francisco 
W  L  Gazzani,  Seattle,  Wash. 
T  I)  Boardmun,  Seattle,  Wash. 
Jiaggs  dt  Stovel  Agency. 
C  W  Smith,  San  Francisco 

British  America  and  Western. 
W  L  W  Miller,  Denver,  Colorado 
n  .1   Schaeffer,  Seattle,  Wash. 
II  H  MagiU,  Oakland,  California 
W  13  Westlake,  Oakland.  Cal. 
E  L  Reed    Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
Fdw.  Brown  d-  ^on,  Gen  I  Agls. 
Wm  H  Hill,  San  Francisco 
Chas  Van  Valkenburg,  Los  Angeles 
H   H  Brown,  San  Francisco 
N  B  Whitley,  Seattle,  Washington 
W  H  Gibbons,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

Butler  &  Haldan  Agency. 
B  C  Dick,  San  Francisco 
B  B  Broomell,  Tacoma 
Continental. 
D  W  Graves,  San  Krancisco 
W  A  Williams,  Portland,   Oregon 
F  H  Rhoads,  Denver,  Colorado 

Los  Angeles 

Uo/nmercial  Union  and  Alliance. 
W  R  Heath,  San  Francisco 
A  T  Von  Ellinger,  Portland,  Or 
W  A  .lackson,  Los  Angeles 
M  H  Merrill,  Salt  Lake  City 

Connecticut. 
Guy  Francis.  San  Francisco 
A  G  Davis,  San  Francisco 
L  P  Stephens.  Los  Angeles 
.lames  S  Reed.  Portland,  Oregon 
W  S  FerrLs,  Salt  Lake 

Chas.  Christensen's  Agency. 
James  C  Cunningham,  Spokane 
Ernest  C  Johnson,  Los  Angeles 
S  B  Morse,  Portland.  Oregon 
Geo  G  Potter,  San  Francisco 

L.  B.  Edwards,  Manager. 
R  De  Lappe.  San  Francisco 
Geo  A  Cru.\.  I'ortland.  Oregon 
Chas  A  Gilbert,  Los  Angeles 
E  E  Panabaker,  Sacramento 
J  O  Parrlsh,  Denver 

Fireman's  Fund. 
R  D  Hunter,  San  Francisco 
Wm  M  Klinger,  San  Francisco 
L  M  Seaton,  Los  Angeles 
F  H  McElhone,  Dallas,  Te-xas 
J  V  Spears,  Dallas.  Texas 
¥  G  White,  Denver.  Colorado 
A  C  Thornton,  Portland,  Oregon 
R  P  Fabj,  Sherlock  Blk.,  Port.,  Or. 
G  H  Mendell,  Jr.,  Salt  Lake 

Fire  Association.  Philadelphia. 
T  C  Shankland.  San  Francisco 
F  M  Avery.  Denver.  Colorado 
F  J  Alex   Mayer.   Portland,   Oregon 
Dan  L  Weaver,  Spokane 
E  J  Loiils,  Los  Angeles 

Oerma  n- American . 
W  F  Chlpman,  San  Francisco 
Harry  Benner.  San  Francisco 
H  M  Grant.  Portland.  Oregon 
Chas  R  Thompson.  Seattle,  Wash. 

Hamburg- Bremen. 
Harry  C  Boyd,  San  Francisco 


Hartford. 
J  J  Agard,  San  Francisco 
John  M  Holmes.  San  Francisco 
J  J  Dennis,  Portland 
B  F  Grant,  Salt  Lake  City 
W  0  Morgan,  San  Francisco 

Home  Mutual. 
E  E  Eltel,  San  Francisco 
R  P  Fabj,  Portland,  Oregon 
A  W  Whifmer.  Portland,  Oregon 
F  G  White,  Denver,  Colorado 
Chas  C  Echlin,  San  Francisco 
C  P  Lyndall,  Los  Angeles 

Home,  yew  York. 
Harry  L  Rolf.  San  Francisco 
A  (4   Ridling.  San  Francisco 
Junius  Young,  Salt  Lake  City 
A  F  Gartner,  Butte,  Montana 
J  D  Coleman.  Portland,  Oregon 
John  H  Burgard   Portland,  Oregon 
G  C  Holloway.  Los  Angeles 
J  .1  Sheahan,  San  Francisco 
Imperial  and  Lion. 
Amos  F.  Sewell,  San  Francisco 
T  T  Frith.  Denver 
W  F  Zwick,  Seattle 
Toll  Thompson.  Portland,  Oregon 
Maj  W  H  Bonsall,  Los  Angeles 
Ins.  Co.  of  North  America. 
J  K  Hamilton,  San  Francisco 
C  O  Scott,  San  Francisco 
M  H   Merrill,  Portland.  Oregon 
A  E  Bailey,  Seattle,  Washington 

Lancashire. 
Walter  M  Speyer.  San  Francisco 
D  W  Pierce,  Los  Angeles 
F  M  Branch,  Portland,  Oregon 

Liverjiool  dt  London  &  Globe. 
Edw  G  Sprowl,  Tacoma,  Wash. 
R  G  Brush,  San  Francisco 
.lohn  W  Gunn,  Salem,  Oregon 
P'red  L  Haven,  San  Francisco 
Theo  Summerland.  Los  Angeles 

London  <&  Lancashire. 
W  B  Hopkins,  San  Francisco 
Burns  Macdonald,  San  Francisco 
Sam  B  Stoy,  Cham.  Com..  Port.,  Or. 

London  and  Northern. 
Frank  L  Hunter,  San  Francisco 
F  C  H  Robins,  San  Francisco 

Magdeburg . 
Leslie  Bates,  San  Francisco 

G.    W.  McNear. 
M  H  Thomson,  Portland 
Arthur  M  Thomson,  San  Francisco 
C  A  Mead,  Los  Angeles 

Milwaukee  Mechanics. 
C  H  Ward,  San  Francisco 
Gilbert  E  Overton,  Los  Angeles 
National  and  Springfield. 
Leslie  H  Lord    San  Francisco 
J  N  Waters,  San  Francisco 

Denver.  Colorado 

.John  C  Dorntn,  Tacoma.  Wash. 
P  E  Gerald    Portland.  Oregon 
Geo  C  Codding,  San  Francisco 

New  Zealand. 
H  E  Parkhurst,  San  Francisco 
A   I!  D  Patterson,  Portland 
H   E  O'Brien,  Los  Angeles 

Niagara. 
Geo  H  Batchelder.  Denver,  Colo. 
Walter  J  Wilson,  San  Francisco 
W  H  Raymond,  Portland,  Oregon 
-    North  British  and  Mercantile. 
Edward  Nlles,  San  Francisco 
W  S  Berdan,  Jr..  San  Francisco 
Chas  B  Hill.  San  Francisco  ' 
John  1  Griffltb,  San  Francisco 
Francis  Cutting,  San  Francisco 

North.  German. 
J  H  Ankelc,  San  Francisco 

Norivich  Union. 
J  L  Fuller.  San  Francisco 
R  H  Delatleld,  San  Franciso 
F  C  Stanlford.  San  Francisco 
A  W  Glesy,  Salem,  Oregon 


Palatine. 
Thomas' J  Dufty,  San  Francisco 
Henry  T  Fennel,  San  Francisco 
Edward  O  Hughes,  Los  Angeles 
F  J  H  Manning,  Denver,  Colo. 
E  S  Parker,  Sonora,  Cal. 
Henry  C  Rodgers,  Portland,  Oregon 

Pennsylvania  Fire. 
Homer  A  Craig,  San  Francisco 
Chester  Deering,  San  Francisco 
Volney  Howard,  San  Francisco 
S  P  Mesick,  San  Francisco 
J  H  Clinkscales,  Los  Angeles 

Philadelp/iia  Un  der writers 
T  C  Shankland,  San  Francisco 
F  M  Avery,  Denver,  Colorado 
F  J  Alex  Mayer,  Portland,  Oregon 
E  J  Louis.  Los  Angeles 
Dan  L  Weaver,  Spokane, IVash. 

Phoiuix,  Hartford. 
R  Gallegos.  Jr.  San  Francisco 
J  W  Warner,  San  Francisco 
Chas  D  Morgan,  Los  Angeles 
Luclan  W  Knight,  Portland,  Or. 

Prussian  National. 
John  A  Prinsen,  San  Francisco 

Edward  E.  Potter,  Manager. 
Sam  B  Dewey,  Los  Angeles 
Charles  A  Layng 

Royal  and  Queen. 
John  T  Fogarty,  San  Francisco 
Wm  Maris,  San  Francisco 
F  M  Gilcrest,  San  Francisco 
J  K  Urmston.  Los  Angeles 
H  R  Burke,  Portland.   Oregon 
J  O  Thomas,  Portland,  Oregon 

Royal  Exchange  Assurance. 
Chas  A  Stuart.  San  Francisco 
John  J  Clayton,  San  Francisco 
John  T  Beales,  San  Francisco 
R  M  Thompson,  Los  Angeles 
H  C  Ramsay,  Denver 
John  Andrew,  Portland 

Scottish  Union  A  National. 
Fred  R  Stover,  San  Francisco 
Warren  Campbell.  Los  Angeles 
T  J  A  Tledemann.  I'ortland.  or 
Harry  L  Luke.  Salt  Lake  &  Denver 

Sun  Insurance  Office. 
Thos  H  Williams,  Portland 

St/z  cfc  Co. 
H  C  Kirkpatriek,  San  Francisco 
Thuringia. 

R  B  Friend,  San  Francisco 

C  B  Sloan,  Los  Angeles 

L   F  Lamping,   Seattle,  Washington 

Transatlantic. 
Tom  R  Roberts,  Seattle 
H  W  Fores,  San  Francisco 
Union  Assurance. 
Harry  H  Smith,  San  Francisco 
Edwin  B  De  Golia,  San  Francisco 
Paul  C  Bates,  Portland 
Westchester. 
H  C  Keller,  San  Francisco 

Unattached  Field  Men. 

S  I  Allard    Eureka.  Cal. 

A  A  Andre,  San  Francisco 

F  G  Argall,  San  Francisco 

I)  M  Bokee,  San  Francisco 

William  L  Chalmers,   Portland,  Or. 

W  H  Faust,  Los  Angeles 

E  P  Farnsworth,  San  Francisco 

H  R  Hanna,  Los  Angeles 

J  G  Lavery,  San  Francisco 

R  Lockey,  Helena,  Mont. 

D  W  Mcintosh,  Los  Angeles 

Calvert  Meade,  San  Francisco 

R  H  NauntoM,  San  Francisco 

B  D  Siiialley,  Sciiltb',  Washington 

X)  A  Spencer.  San  l''rancisci> 

Adolph  Wenzelburger    San  Frau'co 
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COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


FIRE 


MARINE 


COMMERCIAL    UNION 

ASSURANCE  COMPANY,  Limited. 


OF  LONDON,  England. 


Pacific  Coast  Branch,  Alliance  Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 


Subscribed  Capital,  -  -  ^12,500,000  J  Total  Liabilities,  incLre-insur.  $17,409,700 
Paid  up  Capital,  -  -  -  1,250,000  \  Cash  Surplus  to  Policyholders,  7,224,485 
Total  Cash  Assets,  Gold,   -       24,634,275    \    Total  Amount  of  Claims  paid,    95,536,726 

Assets  in  the  United  States  held  by  Trustees,        -       $3,808,155.83 

All  Losses   on   the   Pacific    Coast  Promptly  Paia  through  the  Branch  Office  at 
Alliance  Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

C.  F.  MULLINS,  Manager. 

E.  T.  NIBBLING,  Assistant  Manager. 


ALLIANCE 


OF    LONDON.     ENGLAND 


Assurance 
Company 

Established  1824 


Pacific  Coast  Branch,  Alliance  Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 


Statement  of  1st  January,  1899. 

Subsci-ibed  Capital $25,000,000.00 

Cash  Capital  Paid  up  .  .  .  2, 7:)0, 000. 00 
Invested  and  Cash  Assets  .  23,953,286.00 
Surplus  to  Policyholders  .    .      5,482,099.00 


United  States  investments. 

Real  Estate  in    San  Francisco 

and  Portland $1G3, 170.00 

United  States  Bonds  in  Oregon 

and  N.  Y 268.200.00 

N.  Y.  City  Bonds 329,250.00 

Deposited  in  Banks  .  45,052.00 

Miscellaneous  Assets  .      45,124.00 

Total $850,796.00 


AH  Losses  on  the   Pacific   Coast  Promptly  Paid  through  the  Branch  Office  at 
Alliance  Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

C.  F.  MULLIN5,  Manager. 

E.  T.   NIEBLINQ,  Assistant  Manager. 

t20) 


iSi^iSiSi^:=S  COAST  REVIEW  AnrKKTfSING  DEPARTMENr  ^^€^^^^ 

STATEMENT    SHOWlNif    THE   STANDING    OF    THE 

MANCHESTER 

Pire  Assurance  Company ,  Of  Mdnckcstcr. 

(  Ocganized   1824  ) 

Capital $10,000,000  00    I    Cash  Assets $4,837,345  00 

Capital,  paid  up 1,000,000  00    '    Surplus  to  Policyholders  ....    2,464,050  00 


STATEMENT  SlIOWlN(r    TUE   STANDING    OF    THE 


CALEDONIAN 

Insurance  Company,  of  Edinhiuyk. 

The  Oldest  Scottish  Fire  Office. 

(  Onganized    1805  ) 

Capital $5,000,000  00    |   Assets,  over $10,000,000  00 

Capital,  paid  up 537,500  00    I   Surplus  to  Policyholders  ....       1,879,510  00 


STATEMENT   SHOWING     THE    STANDING    OF    THE 


AMERICAN 


Insurance  Company,  Of  Newark,  N.  J. 

Capital,  Paid  up $600,000  00  |  Cash  Assets $3,009,951  52 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $2,416,872  46 


STATEMENT   SHOWING    THE    STANDING    OF    THE 


AMERICAN  FIRE 

Insurance  Company,   (if  Nnn  York. 

Capital $400,000  00   I   Cash  Assets $1,245,758  n 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $768,728  39 


Pacific  Department,  323  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

L.  B.  EDWARDS,  Manager. 

THOS.  J.   CON  ROY,  Ass't  Manager. 
BALFOUR.  GUTHRIE  &.  CO.,  PACIFIC  COAST  DIRECTORS. 


R.  De  LAPPE,  .s\ /■'.  .■    GEO.  A.  CRUX,  Portland:  CHAS.  R.GILBERT,  Los  Angelex:  J.  0.  PARRISH,  Dncer 


fS|§fS:^j^jS  COAST  REVIEiy  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^& 

THE  MERCHANTS' 

(  PIRE  )  INSURANCE    COMPANY,   of    Newark,  N.  J. 

Organized  1858. 

Capital '^  400,000  00 

Assets • I  ,'joo,]<-,6  oo 

Surplus  to  Policyholders 80^,828  00 


GIRARD 


^  '^'^^  ^  FIRE    AND    MARINE    INSURANCE    CO.    OF   Phila. 

Organized  1853. 

Capital ^    ^00,000  00 

Assets 2,oy8,i68  oo 

Surplus  to  Policyholders i  ,o)o,ooo  oo 

UNITED  STATES 

FIRE   INSURANCE   CO.    OF   New  York. 
Organized  1824. 

Capital ^  2^0,000  00 

Assets     y^4,ig6  oo 

Surplus  to  Policyholders 4yy,68)  oo 

Marine  Insurance  Co.  ^ 

OF    LONDON.  Eng. 
(   MARINE   ) 

Organized  1836. 

Capital  {$^,000,000.00)  Paid-up $      goo.ooo  oo 

^^sets 6,p4.86^  01 

Surplus  to  Policyholders ^,n^,^6i  62 

N.   E.   Cor.   California  and  Sansome  Streets,    San   Francisco. 

G.  W.  McNEAR,  WILLARD  O.  WAYMAN, 

GENERAL  AGENT.       MANAGER. 

'Territory  Oovered  ; 

C.M.iiOKNiA,    Okeuox,  Wasuingtox,    Alaska,    British    Columuia,    Idauo,    Utah,    Montana 

Arizona,   Hawaiian   Islands. 
(25) 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


1792 


1899 


INSURANCE  CO.  OF  NORTH  AMERICA 


CASH  CAPITAL 


$3,000,000.00 


POLICYHOLDERS'    SURPLUS 


$5,526,555.98 


FOUNDED 


ASSETS  JANUARY  1,  1899 

$10,206,488.90 


NET  SURPLUS 


$2,526,555.98 


c^ 


'^^P/TAL,  S3.00U.^ 


PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


OLDEST    STOCK    FIRE    INSURANCE    COMPANY    IN     THE     UNITED     STATES. 


Losses  Paid  Since  Org-auization,  $95,880,780.00 


Pacific    .Department:       t''*^'/'"-«''"..    Oregon       IVashinsto,,      nictana       Nevada,      hiaho, 
r  Arizona,    Ltah,   hritish    Columlua   and  Hawaii. 

Office  412  California  St.,  San  Francisco 

JAMES     D.     BAILEY3    General  Agent. 


J.  K.  HAMILTON,  \ 

C.  0.  SCOTT,  (  „       ...        , 

M.  H.  MERRILL,  l"  ^l"'^"'"'  ^f^eiits. 

A.  E.  BAILEY,  ) 


EMPLOYERS'  LIABILITY 


(LIMITED.) 


ASSURANCE  CORPORATION  of  London,  eno. 

HEAD   OFFICE    FOR    U.  S. :    71   Kilby  Street,   Boston,   Mass. 
APPLETON  &  DANA,        =         =         =  Managers  and  Attorneys  for  the  U.  S. 


ACCIDENT  POLICIES  of  all  Kinds  at  Very  Low  Rates. 

Employers'  Liability  Policies,  indemnifying    Employers  against  claim.s  for  Accidents  to  Employes. 

Individual,  Fidelity  Bonds   and  Accident  Policies.      Workmen's   Benelit  Policies.     Vehicle 

Insurance.    General  Liability  Policies  on  Buildings.      Elevator  Insurance. 

CHARLES  J.  OKELL  &  CO.,  General  Agents, 

401   California  Street,  SAN   FRANCISCO 


TH?Fii)ELITY  MUTUAL  LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

About  its  PROGRESSIVE  AGENCY  SYSTEM,  which  recognizes 
Merit  through  promotion  and  increase  of  income? 

FIDELITY  INSURANCE  is  adapted  to  Every  Man  and  CAN  BE  SOLD  BY  ANY  MAN 

Policies  are  Suited  to  All  Classes,  Physical  Conditions  and  Hazards. 

t^^  Advance  Dividend,   Term,  Liynited  Payment.  Annuify,  Disabilifij,  Joint  Life,  Endownunt ,   Whole  Life. 

and  Installment  Innurance  on  a  Mutual  Profit=Sharing  Plan,  with  dividend,  extended  and 

paid-up  insurance,  nonforfeiture,  loan  and.  other  modern  features. 


No  Company  during  its  first  21  years    equaled  the 
FIDELITY  in  Prosperity  and  Progressiveness. 


We  help  Agents  to  be  Successful,  and  want  intelli- 
gent, Energetic  Men  throughout  the  country. 


Write  for  agency  terms  to      ALEX.  McKNIGHT,  Vice  President, 
L.  G.  FOUSK,  President.  The  Fidelity  Mutual  Liee  Insurance  Co.,  Philadelphia. 

Apply  for  Agencij  to  GEO.   A.   RATHBUN,    General  Manager. 

Rooms  1,  2  and  3,  5th  Floor.   Mills  Building,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 
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AACHEN  &  MUNICH 


Fire  Insurance  Connpany 


Of  Aix  La  Chapelle,  Germany 


Bstahlislied  IH'25 


CAPITAL $2,250,000.00 

TOTAL   ASSETS 7,223,243.00 

SURPLUS  TO   POLICYHOLDERS 3,865,895.00 

Pacific  Coast  Department 

423  California  Street,  -  -  San  Francisco 

CESAR  BERTHEAU,  Manager 


HANOVER  ^  ^  ^ 


pire  Insurance  Company 


OK    NEW    YORK 


()U(iA.lSlIZE,l)    1852- 


«• 


CASH  CAPITAL, 

AssetSf 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,  over 


$1,000,000,00 

$3,076,292.00 
1,700,000.00 


«• 


CESAR  BERTHEAU,  Manager 


423  California  Street,  San  Francisco 


COAST  REP'IEiy  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


%        % 


\ 


PHENIX 


Insurance  Company, 

of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


^ 


ASSETS.    $5,816,560.00 


CASH  CAPITAL.    Sl,000.000 

LOSSES  PAID,  OVER     $60,000,000.00 


EUGENE  HARBECK,  General  Agent  Western  Department, 
205  La  Salle  Street,   Chicago,   III. 

H.     McD.     SPENCER,     state  agent     for   California,  Oregon 
Office  415  Montgomery  St.,  San  Francisco.  Washington,  and  British  Columbia. 

GEORGE  J.  WELLINGTON,  Manager  Metropolitan  District. 


THE 

P'idelity  <&  Casualty  Co. 

OF    NEW    YORK 

ASSETS,    June  30th,  1899 $3,482,862.51 

Surplus   to    Policyholders 1,000,754  66 

INSURANCE: 

FI£>EI,rTV— Bonds  of  Suretyship  for  persons  in  positions  of  Trust. 

C'ASUALTl'— Accident,    Plate    Glass,    Steam    Boiler,    Employers'     and    Elevator    Liability,  and 
Burglary. 

OFFICEBS: 

GEO.  F.  SEWARD,  Pres.  ROBT.  J.  HILLAS,  Treas.   and  Secy.      HENRY  CROSSLEY,  Asst. Secy 

PACIFIC    COAST     DEPARTMENT. 

5.  C.   PARDEE,  Manager  and  Attorney. 

Mutual  Life  Building,  ___---  san  Francisco,  Cal. 


The  Bei'tillon  infantile  mortality  table 
as  printed  in  Vital  Statistics,  contains 
important  data  for  European  countries, 
and  has  both  a  statistical  and  social  in- 
terest. We  note,  however,  that  it  does 
not  cover  the  same  years  for  the  period 
of  observation,  nor  does  it  go  far  enough 
in  the  nuaaber  taken,  which  is  one  thou- 
sand live  births.  The  leading-  industrial 
insurance  company  of  England  uses  a  table 
based  on  the  experience  of  nine  million 
insured  lives.  This  table  from  Ber-tillon 
places  Ireland,  for  instance,  at  the  top  of 
a  list  of  fifteen  of  the  leading  Eui-opean 
states,  for  the  lowest  infantile  mortality 
rate,  whereas  the  statistics  with  which  we 


are  familiar  show  the  infantile  mortality 
rate  in  Ireland  to  be  higher  than  that  of 
most  of  the  other  countries  of  Europe. 

Have  you  decided  when  the  20th  cen- 
tury begins?  January  1,  1900.  is  the  be- 
ginning of  the  nineteen  hundredth  year. 
The  new  century  can  hardly  begin  until  the 
old  century  is  completed.  Can  it?  The 
old  century  will  end  when  nineteen  hun- 
dred years  are  ended.  How  can  they  be 
completed  before  we  write  January  1,  1.901? 
On  the  other  hand,  the  man  who  was  born 
January  1,  1800,  entei-ed  his  second  century 
on  January  1,  1900.  Are  you  puzzled  ? 
Now  when  does  the  20th  century  begin  ? 


^'^'^^'^^            COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  S^S^^^^S^ 

'C:y'  Cr^'f:^'  CZ:)'  (:^'(Z^ . t:^»^=^^'^--^^<a^^^::>•^=^.• 

ESTABLISHED     1809. 

North  British  &  Mercantile 

INSURANCE    COMPANY 

OF    LONDON     AND     EDINBURGH. 

COMBINED    ASSETS,        ....        ^70,32^,675   00 

Authorized    Capital $15,000,000  OO 

Net  Fire  Assets 19,169,812  OO 

Invested  in  America  for  benefit  of  United 

States  Policyholders 4-, 380,505  OO 

Yearly    Income    (Fire  only)    over  ....      7,500,000  OO 

Pacific   Department,    212    Pine   Street,  t  :  :  San   Francisco 

TOM    C.    GRANT, 

General  Agent. 


Voss,  Conrad  &  Co., 

GENERAL   AGENTS, 

NEW  YORK,  CHICAGO,  SAN  FRANCISCO, 

43  Cedar  Street,  155  La  Salle  Street.  204-208  Sansome  Street 


THURINGIA   . 

Insurance  Company 

of  Germany. 

FRANKFORT        „    .      ^   .,,,„,.  ^, 

Marine,  Accident  and  Plate  Glass 

Insurance  Co. 

of  Germany. 

THURINGIA   AMERICAN  ,.     . 

Fire  Insurance  Co. 

of  New  York. 

FRANKFORT   AMERICAN  . 

Insurance  Co. 

of  New  York. 

Fire,  Marine,    Individual  Accident,  Plate  Glass,  Steam  Boiler,   Employer's 
Liability,  and  Elevator  Insurance. 
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Established  J 853.  THE  Capital,  $2,250,000.00 


<A 


THURENGIA 


11  msiuirainice   (Company 

Assets,  ^II,[^Q:^,i87.8i.  «*  Erfurt,  Germany 

Cash  and  Capital  Reserve,  ^1,8^2.2^0,^7. 

Deposited  in  the  United  States  for  the  benefit  of  American 
Policyholders,  $250,000  in  U.  S.  Bonds. 

§& 

F.  Q.  VOSS,  United  States  Manager,  New  York. 

VOSS,    CONRAD    &    CO.,    Managers 

PACIFIC   DEPARTMENT 

204=208  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


V 


F>RANI^F>OR7 


Marine,  Accident,  and   Plate  Glass   Insurance  Company 

Of  Frankfort  on  the  Main,  Germany. 
Established  1866. 

CAPITAU        -        -        SI325O3OOO.OO 

Statement,  Jan.  I,  1898. 

ASSETS. 

Bonds,  Mortgages,  and  Real  Estate $1,138,034  43 

Cash  on  hand  and  in  banks, 195,218  19 

Premiums  in  course  of  collection, 320,0(J8  87 

Guaranteed  Capital, 937,500  00 

LIABILITIES.  $2,590,821  49 

Reserve  for  Outstanding  Claims  and  Reinsurance, $507,741  49 

Capital  Paid  Up, 312,500  00 

All  other  Liabilities, 418,888  43 

Cash  and  Capital  Surplus, 1.351,691  57 

>  $2,590,821   49 

UNITED  STATES  BRANCH. 

Gross  Assets, $439,997  90 

Surplus,  including  deposits  in  Massachusetts  for  protection  of  American 

Policyholders,     226,991  .""S 

The  "Whole  Resources  of  the  Company  are  Pledged  on  every  Policy  Contract. 

VOSS,  CONRAD  &  Co.,  flanagers, 

204=208  Sansame  Street,  San  Francisco. 
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The  San  Francisco  bank  clearing-s  for 
the  year  closed  passed  all  prior  records; 
the  nearest  approach  to  it  was  made  in 
1891,  with  $892,426,000  which  is  about 
$90,000,000  less  than  the  total  of  1899, 
which  in  round  numbers  amounts  to  $983, - 
000,000.  The  clearings  in  '96  were  $683,- 
000,000,  or  $300,000, 000  less;  in  '97  they  were 
$751,000,000,  or  $230,000,000  less,  and  in  '98 
they  were  $813,000,000,  or  $170,000,000  less. 
From  $892,500,000  in  1891  they  dropped 
year  by  year,  until  in  '95  they  had  fallen 
to  $658,500,000. 

The  value  of  the  exports  fi-om  the  port 
of  San  Francisco  to  Hawaii  foi-  the  year 
'99  exceeded  $8,500,000  as  against  $6,007,- 
000  in  '98,  $4,805,000  in  '97,  and  an  average 
of  about  $3,000,000  for  the  intervening 
years  back  to  1886. 

Minnesota,  with  a  wheat  crop  of  78,- 
417,912  bushels,  holds  first  place  among 
the  states.  Kansas  takes  second  place 
with  64,939,412,  and  N.  Dakota  third  with 
55, 654, 445  bushels.  T  he  Pacific  West  states 
combined  produced  85,451,757  bushels. 

The  bureau  of  statistics  at  Washington 
D.  C,  places  Oregon  at  the  top  of  the  list 
of  states  for  the  wool  clip  of  1899.  Ore- 
gon is  credited  with  21,291,875  lbs.  Mon- 
tana, with  20,935,105  lbs.,  takes  second 
place  for  the  first  time  in  years,  and  Cali- 
fornia goes  into  third  place,  with  16,932,- 
995  lbs.  The  clip  of  Ohio  is  given  at  12,- 
114,953  pounds;  but  Ohio,  the  one  time 
mighty  wool-growing  state,  is  surpassed 
by  Oregon,  Montana,  California,  Texas, 
Wyoming  and  New  Mexico  in  the  order 
named.  The  clip  of  the  Pacific  West 
states  combined  makes  a  grand  total  of 
111,824,034  lbs.,  as  against  115,193,274  lbs. 
for  all  the  other  states  combined.  The 
total  clip  of  the  United  States  was  227,- 
017,308  lbs. 

Mortality  of  Spanish  War.— The 
figures  of  the  Spanish  losses  in  the  strug- 
gle with  the  United  States  have  been 
published.  The  figures  were  submitted 
to  the  Senate  of  Spain.  Killed  in  ac- 
tion:— Generals,  2;  chiefs,  17;  soldiers, 
2,326;    civilians,     10—2,355.      Died    from 


wounds; — Chiefs,  13;  officers,  91;  sol- 
diers, 1,267;  civilians,  20—1.391.  Died 
from  yellow  fever,  20,629;  from  other  ill- 
nesses, mostly  from  hunger,  30,120;  dis- 
appeared, 74;  total,  54,569. 

Where  payment  of  a  note  was  made  to 
an  agent,  who  did  not  have  possession 
thereof  at  the  time  of  payment,  the  bur- 
den of  proof  is  on  the  maker  to  show  that 
the  agent  had  authority  to  receive  pay- 
ment. 

A  note  secured  by  a  deed  of  trust  is 
not  made  uncertain  and  non-negotiable  as 
to  the  amount  by  a  provision  in  the  deed 
that  taxes  or  insurance  paid  by  holder 
shall  be  an  additional  debt  secured  by  the 
same  deed. 

An  agent  for  the  collection  of  a  note 
maturing  in  five  years,  with  privilege  to 
maker  to  pay  after  three,  does  not  exceed 
his  authority  by  accepting  payment  after 
three  years. 

THE    COAST   REVIEW   BUREAU. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  so  many  letters 
asking  for  information  about  companies, 
associations  and  societies  and  their  con- 
tracts, that  we  have  concluded  to  make  a 
department  or  bureau,  to  which  inquiries 
will  be  referred.  Correspondents  seek- 
ing information  as  to  the  condition  and 
reputation  of  any  insurance  company  or 
association  are  i-equested  to  address  the 
Coast  Review  "Bureau,"  and  inclose 
postage  for  a  reply. 


FOR  SALE ! 

Bound    :    Volumes    :    of 
The  Coast  Review 

From   i88o  to  date 

May  begin  with  1884.  An  offer 
will  be  considered. 

For  sale  at  the  offtce  of  the  Coast 
Review. 
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The  Only  Pacific  Coast  Life  and  Accident  Connpany.       *       *       * 

Security 
lliberal   Ternns 
Profitable    l^eturns 


GEO.  A.  MOORE,  President 

J.  N.  PATTON,  Secretary 

SAMUEL.  M.  MARKS,  Ass'T  Secretary 


Home  Off  ce  Build  nq 


THE  PACIFIC  MUTCIAL 


Life   l/NsaRA/NCE  CoMPANg 


Best  and  Safest  Legal  Organization 
for  Policyholders. 


»      #      *     * 


Organized  1868        *        »        *        ^(. 
Claims  Paid,  over  $10,COO,000 


LIFE   POLICIES=='Combining  protection  with  Investment 

ENDOWMENT   BONDS==Producing  Specified  Returns 

ANNUITIES 

ACCIDENT   POLICIES==Superior  in  benefits  and  conditions 


KILGARIF   &   BEAVER,    General  Agents   Life  Dept.   for  California 
F.    W.   VOOGT,    Pacific  Coast  General   Agent  Accident  Department 


PACIFIC     MUTUAL     BUILDING, 
N.  E.  Cor.   Montgomery  and  Sacramento  Streets  -  San   Francisco 


\-i\>j 
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F»ACIKIC     DEf^ARTMENTD. 


Cash  Assets 

^8,167,443.80 

German 

IrasMrance 


Net  Surplus 

^3,922,009.38 

American 


OF    NEW    YORK 


German  Alliance  Insurance  Ass'n 


OF    NEW    YORK 


CavSii  Assets 

^8,280,714.00 


Net  Surplus 

$3,809,281.00 


Boston  Insurance  Company 

Capital  Assets  Net  Surplus 

$1,000,000.00  $3,225,000.00  $1,125,000.00 

GEORGE  H.  TYSON,  General  Agent 

435   CALIFORNIA   STREET,    SAN    FRANCISCO. 

MARINE  DEPT 

R.   J.   TYSON.    Manager 


California  needs  a  statistical  almanac, 
not  a  rehash  of  Eastern  almanacs.  Eve- 
ry man  of  sense  in  the  state  has  frequent 
occasion  to  consult  such  a  publication, 
and  is  disappointed  to  find  that  he  can't 
obtain  it. 

According  to  a  contemporary,  a  sneeze 
saved  five  lives.  The  sleeper  sneezed  so 
hard  that  he  awoke  in  time  to  see  the 
house  on  fire  and  alarm  the  family.  In 
olden  times  when  a  man  sneezed,  his  com- 
panions piously  exclaimed  "God  bless 
you,  "  in  order  to  prevent  the  devil  from 
flying  into  his  open  mouth.  In  these 
modern  times  there  are  five  people  ready 
to  say  to  this  American  sneezer,  grate- 
fully, "God  bless  you,  "  too. 


Railroad  earnings  gained  over  10  per 
cent,  in  1899. 

There  is  a  danger  cloud,  of  unknown 
proportions,  hovering  over  the  beet  sugar 
industry  of  California.  The  Salinas  dis- 
trict first  discovered  the  presence  of  a 
worm  with  a  sweet  tooth  and  a  predilec- 
tion for  the  sugar  beet.  The  trouble  has 
resulted  in  a  largely  curtailed  output. 

Herr  Voserbrekow,  manager  of  the 
bureau  for  the  preparation  of  commercial 
treaties  in  Berlin,  has  declared  that  the 
system  of  meat  inspection  in  Chicago  is 
as  thorough  as  it  could  possibly  be;  thus 
destroying  the  claims  of  the  German 
agrarians. 
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STANDARD^- 

ACCIDENT -f—-— 
INSURANCE      "i^Z^li 

COMPANY         ACCIDENT 


OF  DETROIT,  MICH. 
Incorporated    1884 

FERRY,  pr'esident. 
LEONARD,   SECRETAHY. 
MAYBURY,  MNG    oinECTOR. 


SICKNESS 
INSURANCE 


Cash  Capital,  $250,000.00 


C.  F,  BRIGGS, 

Supt.  Pacific 
Coast  Departm't, 

3rd  Floor  Mills  BIdg., 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  Cal. 


In  these  days,  when  so  much  is  said 
about  the  insufficiency  of  the  money  in 
circulation,  the  fact  cannot  be  too  fre- 
quently reiterated  that  the  total  stock  of 
money  in  the  United  States,  as  well  as 
that  in  circulation,  was  never  as  great 
both  absolutely  and  per  capita  as  on  De- 
cember 1,  1899.  This  is  shown  briefly  in 
the  following  table  by  decades  since  the 
beginning  of  the  century: 


Total  Money 

Money  in 

Per 

iu  U.  S. 

circulation. 

c'pita. 

1800  .    . 

.  $     28,000,000 

t      26,500,000 

1  4.99 

1810  .    . 

58,000,000 

.55,000,000 

7.60 

1820  .    . 

69,100,000 

67,100,000 

6.96 

1830  .    . 

93,100,000 

87,344,295 

6.69 

1840 

189,968.572 

186,305,488 

10.91 

1850  .    . 

285,366,526 

278,761,9B2 

12.02 

1860  .    . 

.       442,102,477 

435,407,352 

13.85 

1870  .    . 

722,868,461 

675,212,794 

17.50 

1880  .    . 

.    1,205,929,197 

973,382,228 

19.41 

1890   . 

2,144,226,159 

1,429,251,270 

22.82 

1900  .    . 

.    2,707,240,114 

1,985,930,964 

25.85 

This 

per  capita  circulation   (on  Dec.    1, 

last)    is 

estimated    by 

Secretary 

Gage 

on  a  po 

pulation  of  76,838,000,  against  the 

census 

jopulation  of  62,622,250  in  1890. 

Testimony  by  officers  of  a  company 
that  it  was  their  custom,  on  purchase  of 
loans  of  them,  that  the  company  would 
collect  the  loans  without  charge,  and  evi- 
dence that  defendant  had  depended  upon 
them  to  collect  interest,  establishes  an 
agency  for  the  collection  of  a  note. 


In  every  way  '99  business  in  this  coun- 
try exceeded  the  great  year  '92. 

The  New  York  Central  R.  R.  has 
placed  orders  for  9, 750  new  cars  and  ninety 
new  locomotives.  This  is  the  largest 
purchase  of  the  kind  ever  made  at  one 
time. 

Thirteen  is  a  happy  and  lucky  num- 
ber for  one  William  Gatsch,  Auburn,  In- 
diana. He  has  thirteen  letters  in  his 
name,  and  this  talismanic  number  turns 
up  in  his  post-office  address.  December 
13  was  the  birthday  of  his  oldest  son,  and 
the  thirteenth  anniversary  of  his  mar- 
riage. He  is  looking  for  an  insurance 
company  with  exactly  thirteen  letters  in 
its  title. 

In  the  case  of  a  California  "National" 
building  and  loan  association  against  a 
borrowing  member  in  Oregon,  an  Oregon 
judge  has  decided  in  the  latter 's  favor, 
holding  that  the  laws  of  Oregon  and  not 
of  California  operate;  that  as  more  than 
10  per  cent,  interest  was  paid,  the  con- 
tract was  usurious;  that  the  laws  in  force 
at  the  time  the  contract  was  made  govern 
the  case,  and  not  a  subsequent  law  passed 
by  the  Oregon  legislature;  that  the  plain- 
tiff is  merely  a  money-loaner  in  Oregon, 
and  the  defendant  was  not  a  partnei- 
through  taking  stock  to  secure  a  loan, 
and  that  the  defendant  has  more  than 
paid  the  amount  due  under  the  contract. 
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SPECIAL  AGENTS       Daily  Expense  Account  Book 

AND  jjl^-*  Monthly  Record  for  the  vest  pocket 

ADJUSTERS    ....    :        10  Cents  per  Copy,  3  Copies,  25  Cents. 

F-UI^LvISHED     BY     THE     COAST     K.EVIE"W. 
^     ORGANIZED     1847.    ^ 

The  Peoe  Motimaill  Life  losiuirance  Coo 

Ot   J^hilaclelphin. 

Assets,  January  1,  1899,         :         :        $3^,^65,222.96 

Surplus,        "  "      (  3>^  and  4  per  ct.  basis )         4,498,074.22 

rewrites  the  Most  Liberal  Policy  extant. 

HART  (&  W005TER,  aemieral  Agemts, 

OOa-GOO-aiO'dll-SOa  Clnus  Sproeke/s   liUl'^,   San  Fra/ieisco. 


Department  of  the  Pacific  States  and  Territories  of  the 

SCOTTISH    UNION  &   NATIONAL 


Insurance  Company  of  Great  Britain 


This  is  one  of  the  Oldest  and  Wealthiest 
Companies  in  Existence. 


Capital: 
$30,000,000 

Assets  in  the  United  States: 
$4,200,127. 

Surplus  in  the  United  States: 

$1,986,240. 

/?.   C.  ME  DC  RAFT, 

General  Agent. 

319  California  Street, 

San  Francisco 

Special  Agents 
\V.  J.  PASCOE,  Sail  Francisco 
T.  J.  A.  TIEDEMANN,  Porthuid 
FRED  K.  STOVER,  Los  Angeles 
HARRY  L.  LUKE,  Butte 


Organised 


nCT  pr? 


18'J4 
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COAST  Ji£r/£ir  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


^^  ^s^  ^^  ^^  ^^  «sr- 


New  England  Mutual^  ; 

LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


Post  Office  Square 

BOSTON,    MASS. 


ASSETS.  Jaouary  1.  1899 
LIABILITIES     - 
SURPLUS 


$28,109,073.59 

25,816,738.19 

2,292.335.40 


1^"  All  approved  forms  of  Life,  Endowment,  Term  and  Installment  Policies  issued.  ANNUAL 
CASH  distributions  are  paid  upon  all  policies.  Every  policy  has  endorsed  thereon  the  cash  surren- 
der and  paid-up  insurance  values  to  which  the  insured  is  entitled  by  the  Massachusetts  Statute. 

Pamphlets  and  rates  for  any  age  sent  on  application  to  the  Company's  Office. 


HENRY  K.  FIELD,  General  Agent 

MILLS    BUILDING 

SAN    FRANCISCO 


BENJ.  F.  STEVENS,  President 

ALFRED  D.  FOSTER,  Vice-Pres. 
S.  F.  TRULL,  Secretary 

WM.  B.  TURNER,  Asst.  Sec. 


FIRE 


MARINE 


NEW  ZEALAND 


Of  Auckland,   N.  Z. 


UNLIMITED  LIABILITY  OF  SHAREHOLDERS. 

Subscribed  Capital,  $5,000,000  00 

Paid-up  Capital, 1,000.000  00 

Assets, 2,507,002  00 

Assets  in  United  States, 300,000  00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,      ....     $1,527,825  00 

fi®"  Has  been  underwriting  on  the  Pacific  Coast  over  24 years. 

United  States  Branch  Office  in  Company's  Building, 
312  California  Street.       :      San  Francisco, 


W.  P.  THOMAS,  Manager. 

(27) 


COAST  HE  I  'IE  \V  API  'ER  T I  SING  DEPAR  'PATENT 


A    LEADING    AMERICAN    COMPANY 


1899 


1       1 


i       1 


.TAS.  NICHOLS,  Pre-iidenf 
E.  a.  lUCHAUDS,  Secretary 


NATIONAL  ^ 


Fire  Insurance  Company 

Of  HARTKORU 


Capital, 


Assets, 


One  million  Dollars 

$4,642,499.73 


GomDarative  Progress    ,3,, -™       — -       --- 

Tw6ntu  Years ^*** 1,000,000      1,770,303        546,534 

1894 1,000,000  3,597,531  2,430,925 

fA  VIFIV   JJJil'A  K  TMENT  : 

40iP  California  Street,  San  Francisco 


GEO.  D.  DORNIN, 

Manager 


GEO.  W.  DORNIN, 

Ass't  Manager 


SPRINGFIELD.t 


FIRE  and 
MARINE 


Insurance  Company 


Organized  1849 


Of  Springfield,  Mass. 


ASSETS, 


$4,774,658.39 


Pacific  Department,    409   Cnlifornia  Street 


Geo.  D.  DoRNiN, 


Manager 


Geo.  W.  Dornin, 

Ass't  Manager 


(28) 
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'^'■^'^'^'^'■^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^. . c=^  ^^ 


LA/NCASHIRE 


;v^^..=^ ^ ^ 

Insurance  Company 

^ — OF  MANCHESTER,  England 

GRPITRL,  -  ai5,CXX),000.00 

Assets  Invested  in  the  United  States:  $2,390,390.00 


MANN  &  WILSON 

Managers  Pacific  Department 

N.  E.  Cor.  California  and  Sansome  Sts.,  San  Francisco 


^iiii®ir 


Caisiuialty  amid 


-Of  St.  Louis. 


^    Cash  Capital,  $250,000,     Losses  paid,  oOer  $2,500,000   ^ 

j^GGldept,  [iealtl;,  ar^d   plate  Class 

Insurance. 

most  Liberal  Jlcciaent  Policies, 

fiealtb  Policies  Covering  \^  Diseases. 

H^*"  Lowest  Rates  on   PLATE  GLASS  Insurance. 

We  Want  GOOD  AOENTS  Throuijhout  tin;  Pucijic  Coast. 

W.   LOAIZft  &  CO.,   General  ftOentS,  26  Sansome  St.;  San  Francisco. 

The  potato  crop  of  New  York    for    '99  Maker  of  note  held  to  have  burden  of 

was  21,0(i0,098  bushels.      This   leads    the  showing    that    purchaser    had    notice    of 

next  highest  state,  Wisconsin,    by  nearly  fraud,  where    the   latter    proved  that  he 

7,000,000  bushels.     The  combined  crop  of  paid  value  before  inaturity. 
the  Pacific  West  states  amounts  to  about 

twelve  and  a  half  million  bushels,  while  Cripple  Creek,  Colo.,  gold  mine  div- 
the  combined  crop  of  the  fifteen  Southern  idends  in  December  amounted  to  $1,23.3,- 
states  totals  about  fourteen  and  one-half  439 — breaking  all  records.  The  total  out- 
million  bushels.  put  was  about  $3,000,000. 


ATLAS 


Assurance  Company 


London,  England. 


Assets,  over 


$10,000,000.00 


PACIFIC     COAST     BRANCH  : 

Nos.   300-311    Sansome    Street.  San   Kranclsco. 

FRANK   J.   DEVLIN,  Manager 
T.  H.  PALACHE,  Ass't  Manager 


BOARD     OF     DIRECTORS: 

GILBERT    PALACHE, 

HENRY   F.   ALLEN, 

GEORGE    A.    NEWHALL. 


HENRY  F.  ALLEN,  Agent,  202  California  Street,  S.  F. 


WM.  MANNING, 


E.  R.  THOMPSON,  W.  W.  ALVERSON,  W.  W.  CLEVELAND,  C.  E    SCHLINGIIEYDE 


Following  is  a  review  of  the  school 
census  of  California  for  the  year  closing 
June  30,  1899: 

Number  of  children  between  five  and 
seventeen  years  of  age: 

White .....Boys,      172,823 

Girls,      169,750    342,573 

Negro Boys,  1,086 

Girls,  1,088        2,174 

Indian Boys,  1,522 

Girls,  1,326        2,848 

Mongolian Boys,  1,532 

Girls,  998        2,350 

Total  number  of  census  children.  .350,125 


This  indicates  a  total  population  of 
about  one  and  a  half  million. 

Bilious  people,  who  have  not  too 
many  consolations,  may  find  some  satis- 
faction in  the  statement  of  Professor 
Beale  that  they  are  for  the  most  part 
very  long-lived.  "Some  physicians,  "  he 
says,  "who  have  experience  in  connection 
with  life  insurance  business,  so  far  from 
objecting  to  take  bilious  people  are  desir- 
ous of  insuring  them.  In  this  opinion  T 
entirely  concur.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
a  tendency  to  biliousness  compels  people 
to  be  careful  as  to  their  mode  of  living. 
They  know  that  if  they  exceed  they  will 
suffer." 


iS^iSiS^i^  COAST  KEl'fKir  APVF.RTlSfNG  DErARTMKNT  ^S:;^^^^^ 

"^1  /Norwich  Union  Lrr 


'V^-5^ 


-FIRE   INSURANCE   SOCIETY 


ASSETS $6,562,578.00 

LOSSES    PAID 58,000,000.00 

Pacific.    Oopart.ment * 

W.    H.    LOWDEN  Manager, 

J.  L.  FULLER,   Assistant  Manager 
314  CALIFORNIA  STREET  =  =  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


PACIFIC   COAST   DEPARTMENT 

Franklin  Fire  Insurance  Company 

OF  PHILADELPHIA           INCORPORATED  1827 
Surplus  to  Policyholders $1,550,150.00 

pi   Williamsburg  City  Insurance  Company 

fl®}  OF  NEW  YORK'  INCORPORATED  IN  1853 


i©A©5  Surplus  to  Policyholders $1,336,798.00 

<©S!  ED.  E.  POTTER,  General  Manager 

322    J\/onfg-o/ner>'-    Street,  San  Krancisco. 

flMHfJICfln  PEl^GflHTmE 

IKSUKAKOK    COMPANY  KIRE    AND    MARINE    INS.    GO. 

OF  Boston,  Mass.  of  Boston,  Mass. 

Organized  1818.  Organized  182.S. 

Capital    ) $300,000.00      Capital $400,000.00 

Assets 649,157.43       Assets 661,628.35 

Surplus  to  Policyholders.  .     476,040.98      Surplus  to  Policyholders.        503,463.50 

BAGGS  &  STOVEL,  General  Agents 

411  California   Street,  San  Francisco 

During  the  eleven  months  of  1899,  the  gold.  The  office  was  established  in  July, 
Seattle  government  a>^sayoftice  has  issued  LS98;  since  then  its  grand  total  receipts 
checks    for    $12,705,238    worth    of    native       amount  to  $18,374,396. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


fe^  S>- o^  ^^s- S^- &* 


The  JVIutual  Benefit 

Life   Insurance    Company 

NEWARK,    N.  J. 

AMZl  DODD,       -      -      President. 

ASSETS  (market  values)  Jan.  i,  1899      167,096,602  40 

LIABILITIES,  N.  J.  and  N.  Y.  standard 61,702,412  69 

SURPLUS 5,394,189  71 

Policies  Absolutely  Non-Forfeitable  After   Second  Year. 


In  case  of  lapse  the  Insurance  is  continued  in  force  as  long  as   the   value   of   the 
Policy  will  pay  for:  or,  if  preferred,  a  Cash  or  Paid-up  Policy  Value  is  allowed. 

After  the  second  year,  Policies  are  Incontestable,  a7id  all  resh-ictions  as  to  residence, 
travel  or  occupation  are  removed. 

The  Company  agrees  in  the  Policy  to  Loan  up  to  the  Cash  Surrender  Value   when  a 
satisfactory  assignment  of  the  Policy  is  made  as  collateral  security. 
Losses  paid  immediately  upon  completion  and  approval  of  proofs. 

JAMES  MUNSELL,  Jr.,  Manager, 

503  California  St.,  cor.  Montgomery,  S.  F. 


State  Ownership. — France  has  at- 
tained in  large  degree  the  conditions  of 
state  ownership  which  the  American 
socialist  regards  as  blissful.  The  French 
government  has  constructed  about  1,700 
miles  of  railroad,  which  cost  about  £51,- 
000,000.  The  annual  profits  of  these  roads 
are  £360,000;  the  annual  deficit  is  about 
£1,920,000.  The  private  companies  have 
no  great  inducement  to  economize,  since 
the  government  guarantees  them  a  min- 
imum of  interest;  but  the  Paris-Lyons 
and  the  Orleans  roads  are  operated  for 
about  half  their  receipts,  while  the  work- 
ing expenses  of  the  state  railways  reach 
the  astonishing  figure  of  seventy-seven 
per  cent.  M.  Leroy  Beaulieu  declares 
that  of  all  the  wealthy  and  long-civilized 
nations,  Franco  is  one  of  the  worst  off  as 
regards  the  possession  and  inexpensive- 
noss  of  objects  of  collective  use.  Gas,  he 
says,  is  dearer  than  anywhere  else;  elec- 
tricity has  but  hardly  begun  to  light  a 
few  streets  of  a  few  towns;  the  state  of 
urban  transport  is  barbarous. 


After  holding  her  place  at  the  head 
of  the  column  of  states  in  the  yield  of  the 
precious  metal  for  forty-eight  years,  the 
"golden  state,"  California,  in  '97  yielded 
the  first  place  to  Colorado,  whose  gold 
mines  produced  beyond  all  expectation. 
Last  year  they  maintained  their  record 
with  a  total  output  of  $19,104,200.  The 
total  gold  product  in  California  last  year 
was  only  $14,618,300,  a  decline,  partly  due 
to  lack  of  water. 

The  Property  Owners'  Fire  Associa- 
tion, Rock  Island,  111.,  K.  Kneutson, 
manage)-,  proposes  a  new  "Rebuilding 
and  Replacing  Clause"  in  fire  policies.  It 
provides  that,  in  consideration  of  the  re- 
duction of  premium,  any  amount  due 
under  the  policy  for  loss  or  damage  by 
fire  shall  be  applied  by  the  insured  toward 
rebuilding,  repairing  or  replacing  the 
property  on  the  same  site  and  making  it 
suitable  for  occupancy  as  before.  Mr. 
Kneutson  believes  that  this  clause  would 
remove  in  large  measure  the  motive  to 
incendiarism. 


iS:^^i3^^  CtJAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  0^S^^^^S^ 

fiOMB 

Insurance  Company  of  New  York 

PRINCIPAL   OFFICE 

119    BROADWAY,   N.  Y. 

Ninety-Brst  Semi-Annual  Statement 
January,    1899. 

Cash  Capital ^3,000.000  00 

Reserve  Premium  Fund 4,048,^77  00 

Reserve  for  Unpaid  Losses  and  Other  Claims 684,785  43 

Net  Surplus 4,427,802  36 

^12,161.164  79 
Surplus  as  regards  Policy  holders....  $7,427,802  36 

DANIEL  A.   HEALD,  President. 

JOHN  H.  WASHBURN,  I  vice-Presidents     THOMAS  B.  -GREENE      [secretaries 
ELBRIDGE  G.  SNOW,      |  vice  i^ies^iaenis.    ^REUNAH  M.  BURTIS,  ^^ecieiaues. 

HENRY  J.  FERRIS,     )    ,         Secretaries  \  WILLIAM  H.  CHENEY, 
E.  H.  A.  CORREA,       \  ^^°^-  ^♦^ci  eiar  les,  |  fredERIC  C.   BUS  WELL. 

H.  L.  ROFF,  General  Agent,  .         .        California  and  Nevada, 

A.  G.  RIDLING  and  J.  J.  SHEAHAN,  Special  Agents, 

2IO  Sansome  Street,        -        San  Francisco. 

J.  D.  COIyEMAN,  General  Agent,     .     Department  Pacific  Northwest. 

JNO.  H.  BURGARD,  Special  Agent, 

250  Stark  Street,         .  .  Portland,  Oregon. 

A.  F.  Gx\RTNER,  Special  Agent,       .        .  .  Butte,  Montana. 

G.  C.  HOLLOWAY,  Special  Agent,       .       .       Los  Angeles,  California. 

JUNIUS  YOUNG,  Special  Agent,  .       .        Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

HUGH  CRAIG,  Metropolitan  Manager, ")  210  Sansome  Street, 

GEO.  M.  MITCHELL,  City  Agent.        j  San  Francisco. 

Losses  Paid  since   Organization  over  $72,000,000 

FIRE,   LIGHTNING  and  TORNADO  INSURANCE. 
Agencies  in  all  Principal  Cities  and  Towns  in  the  United  States. 


THE  HOME  has  a  well  organized,  competent  and  experienced  force  of  General 
and  Special  Agents  resident  in  the  Pacific  Coast  States,  ensuring  prompt  response  to 
the  needs  and  requirements  of  its  Agfonts  and  the  insuring-  public,  and  immediate 
attention  to  the  adjustment  and  payment  of  losses. 


iS^iSi^::^iS  COAST  REriEU-  An\-KRTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^S^^^^ 

EDWARD    A.  TEMPLE,   President  A.  C.  STILSON,  Secretary 

Beinl^or&  l^ifo  J\&soci^tion 

DBIB     MOINiiS,     IOWA. 

Organized  July  1,  1S79 

TWENTIETH     ANNUAL    STATEMENT 

For  tUf  !fc„r   1X98— Published  Jan.  1,  1S!)9 


Total  Assets $    3,365,26U.29 

III  State  Insrrance  Department.  .   .   .       2,245, 905.36 

Insurance  in  Force 114,868,000.00 

Insurance  in  Force  in  California   .    .    .        4,038.000.00 
Total  Paid  Beneficiaries  to  Date  .    .    .       3,773,155.82 


Expense  of  Management  per  $1,000  Ins    .    .    .       1.87 

Death  Kate  of  1898 5.U9 

Death  Losses  Proven  and  Unpaid None 

Bonds  and  Mortgages  Due  and  Unpaid   ,       .•  None 
Designated  Depository  Banks 3,740 


EDWARD   F.  DELGER,  State  Agent, 

Kooing  313  to  316  Claus  Spreokels  liuilding,  S.  F. 

(Good  Solicitors  Wanted.)      C.  A.  McGARGAR,  502-3  Oregonian  BIdg.,  Portland,  State  Agent  for  Oregon 

KIRE!  WBST^ISI^N  MARINE! 

ASSURANCE   COMPANY 

Of   Toronto  In<orp«)rat«'<l    1851 

HON.  GEO.   A.  Cox,    -     President      |      J.  J.  KENNY,      -      -     Vice-President 

Assets  in  United  States $1,684,870.89        Surplus   in   United  States  .  $     6.34  206  .")l 

Income  in  United  States  in  1898  .    .    ,     1,709,829.68        Losses  paid  in  U.  S.  1874  to  1898  inclusive  17,477,219.87 

WESTERN    DEPARTMENT,  -  -  DENVER,    Colorado. 

BHITISM  A.MBHICA 

ASSURANCE     COMPANY 

Of   Toronto  Incorporated  1833 

Hon.  Geo.  a.  Cox,     -     President     |      J.  J.  KENNY,     -      -     Vice-President 

Assets  in  United  States $1,271,431.11        Income  in  United  States  in  1898  $1063  005  33 

Surplus  in  United  States  for  1898 $517,429.11 

WESTERN     DEPARTMENT,  -  -  DENVER,     Colorado. 


The  record  of  the  foreign  commerce  of  United  States  seems  to  have  had  a  strong 

the  United  States  for  ten  months  of  each  influence    with    investors,  as  the   consols 

year  since  1890  is  of  interest.     In  18v)0  the  have  steadily  appreciated   in  value    since, 

amount  was  $1,3()8, 4.39,86(1     Last  year  it  until  in  1896  they  reached  the  high  water 

was    .$1,687,617,410.       Imports   are    about  mark    of    113^.     The    ti-ouble    in    South 

the  same.     Exports  have  increased    from  Africa   and    the    Fashoda  incident  easily 

$670, 062, 549  to  $1,029,242,268.  knocked  ten  points  off  their  selling  price, 

and    they    are    not    over   strong    now    at 

British  consols  were  first   issued  in  101-2. 
the  year  1778,  at  which  time  they  sold  for 

65  to  69.  They  reached  the  lowest  point  Where  a  purchaser  of  a  note  that  had 
since  issue  in  1798,  when  49^  to  50  was  the  been  procured  by  fraud  brings  an  action 
ruling  figure.  In  1802  they  were  back  in  thereon,  and  the  defendant  maker  shows 
in  the  seventies,  but  in  1812-13  they  were  the  seller's  fraudulent  intent,  the  pur- 
very  close  to  the  ruling  figures  of '98.  The  chaser  has  the  burden  of  showing  a 
adjustment   of   her    difficulties   with    the  valuable  consideration. 


^:^iS^i3^^  COAST  KEl'lEU^  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^&^^^S^^ 

[Jnion  Assurance  So^^^ty 

OF  I.ONUON 

Established  A.  D.  1714 

Subscribed  Capital       .  $2,250,000.00  Gross  Assets $16,822,675.00 

Surplus  to   Policyholders $4,000,000.00 

Law  [Jnion  &  C^own  Insurance  Co_- 

or  LONDON 

ESTAHLISHEB    A.    D.    \^M 

Subscribed  Capital  ,    .  $7,500,000.00  Gross  Assets $21,751,010.0  j 

Surplus  to   Policyholders  .    .  $2,800,000.00 

CATTON,   BELL  &  CO.,  General  Agents, 

iOG-^lO    California    Street,  San   Francisco 

INSURANCE  IN  FORCE— $75,000,000.00  ASSETS— $23,700,000.00 

The  ■ 

•seQERMANIA-^^ 

LIFE  Insurance  Connpaimy  of  New  York 

Persims  flesiring  INSURANCE  ON  THEIR  LIVES  ivUl  brM  serve  their  own  interests  hii  rallUw  in 
person  on  the  manaoers  of  the  above  EIkliable  Old  Company,  or  by  addressing  them 

b\i  letter,  giving  age. 

frW~  Good  Contract  and  Territory  for  Resident  Apents. 

Rooms  19,20,21,22, 24  I    W.  A.  JACOBS  &.  SON, 

4th  floor,  Mills  Bldg.,  San  Francisco    |  MANAGERS. 


TRANS  ATI^ANTIC 

Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Hamburg,  Germany. 

ASSETS, $2,931,380  00 

LIABILITIES,     1,034,290  00 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS,    .  .  .  .' $1,907,090  00 

CASH  ASSETS  IN  U.  S. '    780,812  00 

V.  CARUS  DRIFFIELD,  Manager.  II.  DANKHR,  Ass't  Mana^aT. 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT  : 

213  SANSOME  STREET,     -     -     SAN  FRANCISCO. 
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L 


ASSURANCE 


CORPORATION  Established  1720 

Invested  in  the  United  States,  $1,716,701.00 


NORTHERN  ASSURANCE 


COMPANY  Established  1836 

Invested  in  the  United  States,     =    $2,565,145.00 


IPacifio    Coast    DeparLn:ient  : 

GEORGE   F.    GRANT,   Manager 

221    SANSOME   STREET,  San  EraiuHsco 


PACIFIC  SURETY  COMPANY 


OF 

CALIFORNIA. 


Paid-up  Capital, 


$250,000  00         Surplus  as  to  Policyholders,     $295,000  00 

Guarantee  and  Casualty  Surety  on  Bonds. 

Jloiids  of  Surdyship  inKiud  on  behalf  of  persons  holding  positionK  of  trust.         W(    also    act    as    surely  on 

Bonds  required  in  Court  Proceedings. 

t^  STEAM  BOILER  and  PLATE  GLASS  INSURANCE. 

DIKECTOKS:— Geo.  C.  Perkins,       James  Moffit,        H.S.Crocker,        J.L.Moody,        Albert  Miller,        Wm.  Clift. 

H    L.  Davis,         J.  L.  N.  Shepard. 
WALLACE  EVERSON,  President  JOHN  BERMIKGHAM,  Vice-Pres.  A.  P.  REDDIHG.  Secretary 


Head  Office  320  Moutfromery  St..  SAN  FRANCISCO. 


"Correspondence  solicited  with  responsible  ag^ents. 


I  Union  Mutual  Policies  ^  ^ 

?  EMBODY  . 

I  ALL  THAT  IS  . 


INCORPORATED 
1848 


LIBERAL 

DESIRABLE 

VALUABLE 


In  th.e  present 
adYanoed  knovsrledge 
of  Lvife  Insurance. 


SOME    VALUES 


CASH    .     . 
LOAN    .      .     . 

PAID-UP  .   . ; 

INSURANCE    . 
EXTENSION  of  I 
INSURANCE 
by  the  MAINE 
NON-FORFEIT- 
URE LAW  .     . 


Qnion  Mutua 

Life  Insurance  Co. 

Portland,     ■     -     Maine. 


Fred  E.  Richards. 
Arthur  L.  Bates, 


RESIDENT. 


RESIDENT. 


PRINCIPAL   PLANS 

LIFE    .... 

TONTINE   .    . 

LIMITED    . 
PAYMENT.    . 

ANNUAL    .    . 

DIVIDEND  .   . 

OR 

Jt 

RENEWABLE 

ENDOWMENT 

TERM    .    .   . 

ACTIVE  AGENTS  ALWAYS  WANTED  Jt  Jt  jt 


2    Exclusive  Territory  may  be  (   Ul      n      IPAVITT      CtPnPrAl    flnPflt     j  ^H*  California  Street,    jm 
l^    had  upon  application  to     \    "'V.    U.    LGnVlii«    UoIltSI  dl    JlUtillb,    ,     Sau  frauciseo,  Cal.      ^ 


A  BLANK  indoi'sement  ti-ansfers  title  to 
a  note,  though  accompanied  by  a  guar- 
anty limiting  the  liability  of  the  indorsor 
to  a  rate  of  interest  smaller  than  provided 
for  by  the  note. 


One  hundred  and  sixty-six  new  post- 
offices  of  the  fourth-class  have  been  es- 
tablished in  California  during  the  inter- 
val between  November  1,  1897,  and  Novem- 
ber, 1899. 


COAST  REkVEiy  ADrERT/SlNG  DEPARTMENT 


The  Washington  Life  Insurance  Company, 

OF     NEW    YORK. 

W.  A.  BREWER.  President.  E.  S.  FRENCH.   Vice-Pres. 


ASSETS, 

PAID  TO  POLICYHOLDERS, 


$15,500,000.00 
32,000,000.00 


85,  86,  87  and  88, 
Chronicle  BIdg., 
San  Francisco. 


I  2^"  To  energetic  liusini'ss  proiliiccrs   a  No.   1 

AGENTS    '/Territory     Especially  i,ii'.ei:al  teiims.    Ev<Ty 

lA/AKiTcni  i  facility  alTorileil  fur  (ilituininfr  l)iisiness.    IN 

WAN  1  fcU  !  (  SURE  BIG  MONEY.      «1'I,eni>ii)   opportuiii- 

)  ties  for  lirst-ciass  insurance  men. 

Address  at  once: 

HOWARD   PERRIN,  General  Manager 

State  of  California, 


C.  L.  FAY,  General  Agent,  Washington  Bldg.,  PORTLAND,  Or. 


llFE,    *    *    *    * 

^  Endowment, 

and  Accident 
Insurance 
The  ^TNA  life  ins.  Co., 

Of  Hartford,  Coiin.,  grants  Policies  con- 
taining every  desirable  feature.  Refer- 
ence, its  numerous  patrons.  Address  the 
Company  for  Insurance  or  an  Agency. 


Largest   Company  in    the    World 

Writing  Life  and  Accident   Insurance 


H.  B.  Houghton,  Manager 

PACIFIC     COAST     AGENCY 
Safe  Deposit  Jiuilditig,  San  Francisco,  Cal 


JOHN    H.  STEVENS,     Metropolitan   Agency 

Accident  Department. 


F'HUSSIAN    NATIONA.!^ 


Insurance    Company 

OF     GERMANY 


CAPITAL, 


$2,250,000.00  ASSETS, 

United  States  Branch  315  Dearborn  St.,  Chicago. 


$3,962,334.20 


THEO.  W.  LETTON,  Gen'l  Manager  HENRY  J.  HOUGE,  Ass't  Manager 

W.  LOAIIA  &  CO.,     State  Agents,     216  Sansome  St. 

JOHN  A.  PRINSEN,   Special  Agent. 


SURETY  ON    BONDS. 

AMERICAN  SURETY  COMPANY  of  new  york. 

Hli:^!^^   I).    I^y'MA^JS,    I'resicleiit. 
STATEMENT,   December  31,  1898. 
RESOURCES,  including  Capital,  $2,500,000.00  $5,058,939  86 

LIABILITIES,  including  Reserve,  $615,425.06  :  819,690  4-6 

Bonds  issued  for  Einployes,  Administratorg,  Guardians,  and  in  ./udicial  rroceedin.y.\\ 
SAN  FRANCISCO  /JO.JKi>.— SAMUEL  G.  MURPHY,  Resident  Vice-Pres.: 
Levi  R.  Eliert,  James  B.  Stetson,  Adam  Grant,  Tlios.  Brown,  Arthur 
Rodgers,  P.  N.  Lilienthal,  Henry  L.  Dodge.  James  R.  Kelly,  Edward 
B.  Pond. 

office: 

219   SANSOME   STREET. 

SAN  FRANCISCO. 


JAMES  R.   GARNISS,  MANAGER, 
C.  A.  Shuktleff,  Res.  Asst.  Secy. 
Geo.  L.  Seybolt,  Inspector 
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COAST  REVIEW  ADVERT/SING  DEPARTMENT 


Incorporated  i85-2. 


Milwaukee   Mechanics 

Insurance    Company, 


Milwaukee,  Wis. 

CASH    ASSETS,              .....  $2,568,997.00 

SURPLUS,                 ......  1,682,719.00 

TOTAL    LOSSES    PAID,          .             .             .  7, 355, 0*53.00 

PACIFIC    DEPARTMENT:  —  410   California   Street,   San  Francisco. 

L.  L.  BROMWELL,  Manager. 


The 

United  States 
FideMty  and  Quarainty 


HOME   OFFICE: 

South-West   Corner  Caluert  &  German  Streets 

BALTIMORE,  M.  D. 


Capital, 

Assets, 

Surplus, 


$1,500,000.00 
3,500,000.00 
1,750,000.00 


THE 


J.    D.   MAXWELL  CO., 

GENERAL    AGENTS, 

PAUL   M.    NIPPERT,  Manager 

WM.     RIGBY,     ATTORNEY 


TO  AGENTS — The  Preferred  Indisputable  Dividend  Endowment  Bond  Policy  of  the 

Home  Life  Insurance  Co. 

Of   New    Vork 

Contains  no  restrictions  as  to  residence  or  travel,  is  absolutely  indisputable  after  two  years,  non-forfeitable 
after  three  years,  gives  a  cash  surrender  value  after  five  years,  provides  for  a  loan  of  each  or  ainj  jirevdum 
due  subsequent  to  the  tenth  year  and  before  the  termination  of  the  Accumulative  or  Dividend  Endowmen 
Term,  and  guarantees  a  return  of  all  premiums  paid  after  ten  years  and  within  said  Dividend  Endowmeb. 
Term,  in  addition  to  the  face  of  the  policy,  should  death  occur  within  that  time. 

The  Home  issues,  in  addition  to  all  other  desirable  forms  of  insurance.  Joint  Life,  and  ten,  fifteen 
year  Renewable  Term  Policies. 

Liberal  Contracts  and  good  Territory  will  be  given  to  reputable  agents  who  can  show  a  good 
record. 

W.  H.  DUN  PHY y  Manager, 

Offices,  in  The  Emporium.  Market  St.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


Agreement  on  note  for  extension,  con- 
strued and  hold  to  signify  an  actual  ex- 
tension, and  an  actual  forbearance  to  sue, 
based  on  a  positive  agreement  therefor. 

A  STOCKHOLDER,  indebted  for  unpaid 
stock  subscriptions,  held  not  entitled  to 
set  otT,  as  against  his  liability  therefor  to 
corj)orate  creditors,  a  claim  for  money 
advanced  the  corporation. 


Where  a  husband,  against  protest  of 
his  wife,  contracts  for  a  dwelling  house 
on  land  of  the  wife,  a  material  man 
acquires  no  lien. 

Holder  of  a  note  against  an  insolvent 
liold  not  entitled  to  dividends  after  he 
had  surrendered  the  note  and  collaterals 
to  the  insolvent's  assignee  for  a  partial 
payment  of  his  claim. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


Capital  and  Accumulations, 


$2,482,426.00 


""^  OF   HAMBURG,  ■«"' 


THAMES  I  MERSEY 

Mahine    Inscrance    Company,    Limited, 
Of  Liverpool,  London  and  Manchester. 


VAriTAL  SUBSCRIBED  ....    $10,000,(H)0 

Capital  Paid  Up     $1,000,000 

Reserve  Fund,  in  addition  to  capital       .      2,250,000 


WM.  GREER  HMRISON, 


Manager 
305  California  Street 


San  Francisco 


Sub-Agencies  at  all  the  principal  Pacific  Coast 
ports  and  at  Honolulu 


BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN 

Marine   Insurance    Company,  Limited. 
Of  Liverpool. 


Capital  Subscribed $6,700,000  Gold 

Capital  Paid  Up 1,340,000  Gold 

Reserve  Fund,  in  addition  to  Capital, 

$3,000,000 


BJILFOIIR,  GUTHRIE  5  CO. 

General  Agents 
310   Califomia   Street,  San  Francisco. 


A.  H.  Small,  Manager. 


OF  COUIiSE 

Every  Advertisement  in 
The  Cddst  Review  is 

AK  IXVITATION 

to  <n>vUl  /'»'  ""  A(jcncu.. 
Hut  it  is  Dnli)  courtcsji  t< 


THE     MUTUAL     BENEFIT 

LIFE    INSURANCE    COMPANY, 


XKU  AUK.  y. 

AMZI    DODD, 


President 


BEGIN   THUS 


'''■If  ijim  ore  not  represented 
herr,^'  or,  "If  you  contem- 
plate mnki)m  itiiy  cliomjr 
liere.^^  And  you  miijht  imn- 
tiou  the  Coast  lievieic  H-ith- 
out  offendiuii  anylmdy. 


ASSETS  (Market  Values)  Jan.  1.  1899  .  if6T.096,60:;i  4(1 
LIABILITIES,  N.J.  and  N.Y.  Standard  01,702,-112  t>9 
SURPLUS 5,394,189  71 

Policies  Absolutely  Non-Forfeitable  After  Second   Year. 

In  case  of  lapse  the  Insurance  is  continued 
IN  FORCE  as  long  as  the  value  of  the  Policy  will 
■pay  for:  or.  if  preferred,  a  Cash  or  Paid-up  Policy 
Value  is  allowed. 

After  the  second  year,  Policies  are  Incontesta- 
liLE,  and  all  restrictions  as  to  residence,  travel  or  oc- 
cupation are  removed. 

The  Company  agrees  in  the  Policy  to  Loan  up  to 
the  Cash  Surrender  Value  when  a  satisfactory  as- 
signment of  the  Policy  is  made  as  collateral 
security. 

Losses  paid  immediately  upon  completion  and 
approval  of  proofs. 

JAMES  MUNSELL,  Jr.,  Manager. 
503  California  St.,  cor.  Mongomtery,  S  F, 
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IS  iS  iS  i^  ;^  ^=^ 


COAST  KETIEW  AVVERT/SING  DEPARTMENT 


JImerican 

Tire  Insurance  Co.- 

OF  PinLABELPlIIA 


Svea-^ 
Insurance  Gompany 

OF  GOTHENBEBG,  SWEDEN 


OPiGANIZEU    J\.     IJ,     ISIO 


Assets $0,138,133  SI 

Jieserreil  capital  secureil  hy  hoiuls    H, 133,333  33 

The  First  Joint  Stock  Fire  Insurance 

Company  in  the  United  States  i  $s,^71,4G4  S3 

De^posited  icith    State    Treasurer 

'^***'* 'f  ^.7iO,7^«  OO  /  ^^  Connecticut $iiOO,000  OO 

Losses  paid  since  organization,  .fl9,fmt,000  OO  )     j„  j,„nds  of  r.  ,S.   Trustees,  orer  .  $100,000  OO 


JIgricuiniral  Insurance  Company 


i(  i( 


WATEBTOWN,  NEW  YOBK 

Assets $2,2i}l,5tiH  OO 

Surplus  to  Policyholders l,0'^r>,SU3  OO 

EDWARD  BROWN  &  SONS,  General  Agents 

411^2  California  Street,   San  Francisco,   Cal. 


INSURANCE 
OFFICE 


OF     LONDON 


189  Years  of  Active  Business 


Oldest  Purely  FIRE  INSURANCE 
Office  in  the  World 


Cash  Assets, 
Net  Surplus, 


$11,500,000 
6,400,000 


Pacific  Department  215  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


WiNFiELD  S   Davis.        J,  B,  F,  DAVIS  (S  50/V,    GCtll  AgCtltS, 

Burt  L.  Davis, 
Carl  A.  Henry. 


PACIFIC  DEPAKTMENT  Embraces:     California,   Nevada,  Utah,  Arizona.  Oregon, 
Washington,  Idaho,   Montana,  Hawaiian  Islands,  and  Alaska. 


i^^^^^-^  COAST  REVIEIV  ADVERTISIl^^G  DEPARTMENT  ^^&-^ 

THE  IMPERIAL  INSURANCE  COMPANY,  Lro 

OF    LONDON. 

Instituted   A.    D.   1803. 

CASH    ASSETS,         $9,362,920.00 

Forty  Years  in  Business  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 


THE  LION  FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY,  lt'D 

O^    LONDON 
Established  A.  D.  1879 

CASH  ASSETS,  -  -  $1,108,095.00 


PACIFIC    BRANCHES:      205  and   207    Sansome   Street,  San   Francisco 

WM.  J.  LMDER,8, 

Resident  Manager. 

The  Connecticut  Mutual 

Life  Insurance  Company. 

1846—1899 


To  those  wlio  desire  to  do  fully,  at  its  least  cost  and  to  the 
utmost  of  their  financial  ability,  their  duty  to  their  families,  and  to 
use  life  insurance  for  their  protection  and  not  for  a  speculation  for 
themselves,  The  Connecticut  Mutual  offers  the  utmost  that  life 
insurance  can  accomplish,  in  its  simplest,  clearest  forms,  of  perfect 
equity  and  perfect  mutuality,  on  the  soundest  basis  of  any,  and  at 
a  lower  cost  than  has  been  achieved  by  any  other  company. 
Greater  service  can  no  life  insurance  company  render. 

Jacob  L.  Greene,  President.  Herbert   H.  White,  Sec'y, 

John  M.  Taylor,  Vice-Pres't.  Daniei.  H.  Wells,  Actuary. 


Pacific  Coast  Agencies 


Mills  Bcilding^  San  Francisco. 


Home   Office,   Company's  Building: 
S.  W.  corner  California  and  Sansome  Sts.,  San  Francisco. 


Central  Department 

THOMAS  S.  CHARD,  Manager, 

157-159  LaSalle  St.,  Chicago 

Southeastern  Department, 

EDGAR  S.    WILSON,    Manager, 

Macon,  Georgia 


Eastern  Department, 
CHAS.  W.  KELLOGG,  Manager, 
Mason  Building,  Boston, 

Atlantic  Marine  Department 

JOSEPH  HADLEY,  Manager 

72  Beaver  Street,  Neiv  York 


AGENTS    THROUQHOUT    THE 
UNITED   STATES. 


L?<\RGe6T 

'Fire  ik6ur;jnce  cra\pany 

A^EWYPRK 


Founded  1871 
Volume  57,  No.  2 


FEBRUARY,  1900 


$3.00  Per  Year 
.25  Per  Copy 


THE 


(  INSURANCE) 

Offices,  508  nontgomery  St.,  San  Francisco,  Cai. 

Telephone  No.  1530  Rooms  21,  21a, 


MRS.  J.  G.  EDWARDS. 

PROPRIETOR. 


E.    H.    BACON. 

EDITOR 
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The  Great  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  the  World. 


Gross  Assets 
$56,356,332 


Assets  in  U.  S. 
$9,703,581 


fl    '  H.  W  EATON,  Resident  Manager.  ^-^/^^ 

Q.  W.  HOTT.  Deputy  Manager.         '^^ 

Rs«  maiATO,  nm  tcbk,  ohio,  babtluid,  pmkbtltihu,  k»w  icbset, 
nDURA,  mumkxt,  diitbiCT  of  colubbu,  tirbiiiu,  i».  tirsinu, 

B.  CABOUIli,  TMinSSD,  8.  CiBOLWA,  mtTTCn,  iBIAKSAS, 

GENERAL  AGENTS. 

ALBANY:  „    James HENDRioe.^ 

BOSTON  •  Guild  s.  Eastmam 

CHARLESTON  i  C  T.  Lownobs  &  Co. 

'  .  CINCINNATI  >  J.M.DeCamp. 

NEW  JERSEY i  D.  Smith  Wood, 
PHILADELPHIA:  Anvooo  Smith 

Richmond:  Davbnpoet &  Co.  ^  ■ 


ILLINOIS. 

MICHIGAN.  IOWA, 

WISCONSIN.    MINNESOTA, 

MISSOURI,   KANSAS,  NEBRASKA, 

COLORADO,   DAKOTA    MONTANA, 

ITTAH,   WYOMING.     AND    NEW     MEXICO. 


W,  a  WARKEN.  Resident  Secretary. 
„^  6E0.  H.MOORE,    1.    ,.  ,     ^,  ^<t 

^/q  JOHN  V.  THOMAS,  f  *»»  »  S«C«t«rie».  ^■^ 

S^^CE.203L^S^ 


'(^^ 


ESTABLISHED    1836 


ENTERED  U.  S.  1848 


Tlie  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  United  States  Branch  on  the  31st  of  December,  1898,  in  accordance  with 
the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York,  is  as  follows: 

ASSETS $9,703,581.65 

LIABILITIES 4,857,665.56 

SURPLUS $4,845,916.09 

As  an  illastration  of  the  Company's  practice  in  maintaining-  its  Assets  in  the  United  States  in  years  of  excessive 
loss,  the  following:  figrnres  may  interest  policyholders: 

Year.  Assets  Jan.  1.  Income.  Expenditure.  Excess  of  Expendltnre. 

1871  .  $3,054,361  $3,163,901  $5,122,653  $1,958,752 

1872  .  3,640,450  3.733,101  4,448,999  751,898 

1873 4,163.290 

IhUH  Hhowiag  iCxcess  of  Eariifuditiirc  in  the  two  years  o{ $2,710,650 

And /»i<'rea.'»e  o/"  ^s»<'ts  in  the  same  time  of 1,110,939 

Progress  of   the   United    States    Branch  :— Net  Fire  Premiums:    1848,   $4,519;   1858,    $471988; 

1868,  $1,739,620 ;  1878,  $2,422,126 ;  1888,  $3,928,010  ;  1898,  $4,979,422. 

LOSSES.—The  amount  paid  in  satisfaction  of  Fire  Losses  in  the  United  States  in  the  course  of  61  years  is  J74,824,918. 

This  large  .siiin,  in  conjunction  with  the  growth  of  the  Company's  business,  evinces  the  confidence  ui   the  public  and  the 

faithfulne.ss  ^vith  which  the  Company's  losses  are  adjusted  and  paid. 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT  ESTABLISHED  1852.  CHAS.    D.    HAVEN,    ResideHic   Secretary. 

C'hitf  O/ficc,  4'JSi  California  Street,  San  FranciHeo.  C.  MASON  KINNE,  Assistant  Secretary. 


ED.  G.  SPKOWL, 


R.  G.  BRUSH, 


SPECIAI.     AGENTS  : 

JOHN  W.  GUNN,  FRED.  L.  HAVEN, 


THEO.  SUMMEKbANU 
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i:^^^iS^^  COAST  REriEW  ADl-ERTISING  DErARTMENT  ^S;&^&& 


PHCENIX 

INSURANCE     COMPANY 


OF    HARTFORD 


Cash  Capital 
$2,000,000.00 


K 


g^    Assets  Jan'y  1, 1899 

y^  ^  ^7    $5,5ii,4or.ri 


1^^^^ 


HEt^BEf^T    FOIaGEI^,    ]V[anager 


DIXWELL  HEWITT,   Asst.   Manager' 


325    galaIFornia    Ba:^RRELi:", 

San.    Krancisoo. 

(2) 


COAST  KEJ-rEir  Ani-ERT/SIXG  DEPARTMENT  ^^S^^^^ 


PHCENIX  ASSURANCE  COMPANY— PROVIDENCE-WASHINGTON  INSURANCE  CO. 


Phoenix 

Assurance 

Company 


Of  London 

Established  1782 


Providence- 
Washington 
Ins.  Co. 


Of  Rhode  Island 

Incorporated  1799* 


BUTLER  &  HALDAN,    General  Agents  for  Pacific  Coast 

B.  C.  Dick,  Agency  Superintendent 
41  ^  California  Street  :  San  Francisco 


ri6lV6tl3,     OWISS    Fire  Insurance  Company 


OF    ST.    GALL 


CAPITAL,         ....        $  2,000,000.00 
Losses  Paid  since  organization,     i  1,635,487.00 

^■♦^  1*"  J*'  ji^"  j^>5f^  1*"  y*^  }*"  j*^ 

OWISS     iVi3.rinC     insurance  Companies  Combined 

CAPITAL,       .       .       .      $. 


SYZ  <Sc  CO.,    General   Agents 

301  California  Street,  :  :  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
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iS:§^i^^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^&4,&^^^ 

THE  PENNSYLVANIA 


FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY  of  Philadelphia. 


ASSETS, 

January  1st,  J  899: 

$5,230,036.00 


Incorporated  1835 


NET  SURPLUS, 

January  1st,  J  899: 

$2,300,163.00 


One  of  the  OLDEST  and  STRONGEST  Fire  Insurance  Offices  in  the  United  States. 
Office  Pacific  Coast  Department:  4-36  CALIFORNIA  STREET,  San  Francisco. 

T.  EDWARD  POPE,  Manager. 
R.  W.  OSBORN,  Assistant  Managir.        HOMER  A.  CRAIG,  General  Adjuster. 

SPECIAL  AGENTS;— Chester  Deering,  J.  H.  Clinliscales,  Volney  Howard,  S.  P.  Mesick. 

J-lflMBURG-BRE]VIEH 

FIKE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


OF     HAMBURG.     GERMANY 


ORGANIZED     1854 


Capital  and  ^Accumulations, 

Assets  in  the  United  States,  January  i,  iSgQ, 

Surplus    " 

Losses  Paid  in  the  United  States,  over 


$^,000,000.00 

i,6co,6^2.oo 

yoy,  ^00.00 

n,yoo,ooo.oo 


RUDOLPH    HEROLD,    JR., 


General  Agent  Pacific  Oepartment 


HARRY    C.    BOYD. 

Ass't  General   Agent 


415    California    Street 

San    Francisco 


i^  I:^  iS  i^  i^  iS 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISIXG  DEPARTMENT 


^-The  MAGDEBURG 
FIRE  INSURANCE 
COMPANY 
transacts 
NO  Marine, 
Life  or  Accident,  but 
FIRE  Insurance 

Business  ONLY. 


MAGDEBURG 

FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


OF    MAGDEBURG.    GERMANY 


Capital $      3,750,000.00 

Assets  January  i,  1S99 8,108,481.48 

Prem.  Income  since  organiza'n  (54  yrs)  170,352,752.39 
Losses  Paid  since  organization  (54  yrs)  113,205,839.50 
Assets  United  States  Department    .  .  919,089.58 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT:      QUTTE  &  FRANK,  Managers, 


303  California  Street,   San   Francisco. 


Magdeburg  Fire  Ins.  Co., 

OF     NEW    YORK. 

Assets $287,048.83 

GUTTE   &   FRANK,   Managers, 

303  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


Willielnia  of  Magdeborg 

General  Insurance  Company 

(  MARINE.  ) 

Assets,  January  i,  1899, $9,813,751.45 

1  Associated  Assurance  Companies,  Ld. 

Munich  Assurance  Co..       Alliance  Assurance  Co. 

Of  Munich  ( L'tl)  Of  Berlin  (L'd) 

JOINTLY  and  SEVERALLY  LIABLE. 

Assets,  January  i,  1899, $10,454,215.21 


t'i"  These  Marine  Com- 
panies insure  Vessels, 
Freiglits,  Cargoes,  Treas- 
ure, Profits,  Registered 
Mail  and  Express  Matter, 
to  and  from  all  parts  of 
tlie  World,  and  make 
their  Policies  payable  at 
places  required  by  as- 
sured. 


GUTTE    &    FRANK,    Managers, 

303  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


Ndtional  bife 


Insurance  Company 

MOIMTPELIER,       -        -       VERMONT, 

CHARLES  DEWEY,  Frcsidcni.  OSMAN  D.   CLARK,  Secretary. 


INSURANCE  IN  FORCE,  January   i,   1900    .    .    .  189,890,026  00 

ASSETS,  January  1,  1900 17,738,861  23 

LIABILITIES,  January  i,  1900 15,863,938  34 

SURPLUS,  Vermont  and  New  York  Standard  .    .  1,874,922  89 


THE  NATIONAL  has  done  a  continuous,  successful  business  for  fifty  years.  Its 
policies  of  LIFE,  TERM,  ENDOWMENT  and  ANNUITY  INSURANCE  grant  solid 
protection  on  mutual  plans. 

NO  RESTRICTION  on  residence  or  travel. 

INCONTESTABLE  after  two  years  from  date  of  issue. 

GUARANTEES  endorsed  cash,  loan,  paid-up  and  extended  insurance  values. 

AUTOMATICALLY  NON-FORFEITABLE  after  three  years. 

INSURANCE  ISSUED  IN  1899,  $17,788.86L23. 


G.  M.  STOLP,  General  Manager. 

82-84  New  Crocker  Building,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
A.  D.  WALKER,  General  Manager, 

Fidelity  Trust  Company  Building,  Tacoma,  Wash. 


GEORGE  D.  ALDER,  General  Manager, 

204  McCormack  Block,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

C.  M.  SMITH.  General  Manager, 

Hennessey  Building,  Butte,  Montana. 


<n  \^  STOCK  COMPACT  INCORPORATED  1864^ 

I  Home  Mutual  Insurance  Co. 

^\  OF   CALIFORNIA. 

I  ^^ 

^  FINANCIAL   STANDING   OF   THE   COMPANY   ON    JANUARY    1,    1899. 

2J        Assets $978,161  92 

Ifk        Liabilities    .   .    .   .  - 343.162  80 

^V  Surplus  Funds  for  Policyholders $634,999  00 

^         Capital  (fully  paid  in  gold  coin) 300.000  00 

^  Net  Surplus,  over  Capital  and  all  Liabilities  ....  $334,999  00 

fly  COMPARATIVE    STATEMENT. 

tTEAR  INCOME                                ASSETS                                SUKPLUS                        NET  SURPLUS 
1890    ....  $389,972  00             $821,517  00             $544,884  00             $244,884  00 

j\  1895    ....    370,180  00               897,554  00               617,896  00               317,896  00 
1898    ....    480,40000               978,16200             .634,99900               334,99900 

<ft 

I  HOME  OFFICE:                 COMPANY'S  building. 

<fe  318  California  St.,          San  Francisco. 

%  WM.  J.  DUTTON,  President                     STEPHEN  D.  IVES,  Secretary 

^  F.  W.  LOUGEE,  Vice=President               FRANKLIN  BANGS,  Ass't  Secretary 


COAST  REVIEIV  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


Insurance  Company 

NEW   YORK 

HENRY  B.  STOKES,  President 

THE  NEW  POLICY  GUARANTEES 

EXTENDED  INSURANCE 
PAID=UP  VALUES 

AND 

LOANS  AT  5% 

AGENTS  WANTED  IN  UNOCCUPIED  TERRITORY 
JOHN  LANDERS,  Manager  S.  W.  Pacific  Dep't,  240  Montgomery  St.,  S.  F. 

HEALTH    AND    ACCIDENT    INSURANCE 

PUINEAS  C.  LOUNSBUBT,     L    /Jf// /^^^  ^f^^^^^^^  KIMBALL   U.   AT  WOOD, 

OF    NEW    YORK. 

ASSETS,  December  81,   1899 $  779,385.45 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders 365,124.30 

CLAIMS  Paid,  over 8,000,000.00 

HEALTH  and  ACCIDENT  POLICIES. 
The  Best  Insurance  J    The  Easiest  Insurance 

FOR  BUSINESS  and  FOR  AGENTS 

PROFESSIONAL  MEN  TO  SELL 

8®°  Liberal  Commissions  and  Renewal   Contracts  to   Good  Men. 

Address — 

Pacific  Coast  Department,  THOS.    GODWIN, 

Mills  Building 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  Manager. 
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COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


.    .     .     ORGANIZED    A.   D.  1817    .     . 


FIRE    ASSOCIATION 


OF     PHILADELPHIA. 


STATEMENT  OF  ASSETS,   JANUARY  1st,    1899. 


Gross  Assets 
Policyholders'  Surplus     - 


WESTERN    DEPARTMENT, 

CHICAGO,   ILL. 

OFFICE,  171-173  Jackson  St.,  Royal  Insurance  Bldg: 


^6,^22,284.91 
^1,864,94^.79 

W.  H.  CUNNINGHAM,  Manager. 
HENRY  W.  BUSH,  U^^,,  ^^^  . 

J.  M.  Beck,  ) 


T.  C.  SHANKLAND  .   .  .  State  Agent  for  California,  Arizona,  Nevada  and  Hawaiian  Islands. 

T\Tr\  T-.  T3T<-.TT  M3T-.0  nT                 •  *    J          *         .-                   2 iQ  SansoDie  S t rcB t ,  S  A N  FR AN  CISCO ,  Cal . 

JNO.  D.  RICHARDS  .  .  .  Manager  city  department.                    ^                                                                  ' 

E.J.LOUIS Special  Agent  for  California,  Arizona  and  Nevada. 

F.  J.  ALEX.  MAYER.  .  .  State  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  PORTLAND,  Ore. 

DAN.  L.  WEAVER.  .   .  .  Special  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  SPOKANE. 

F.M.AVERY Special  Agent  for  Colorado,  Wyoming,  Montana,  Utah  and  Idaho,  DENVER, Colo. 


Financial  Standing,  January  I;  1899,  of  the 

Philadelphia  Underwriters 

COMPOSED    OF    THE 

Insurance  Co.  of  North  America  I   Fire  Association   of    Philadelphia 


FOUNDED,  A.  D.  1793 

CASH  CAPITAL $  3,000,000  00 

Total  Assets 10,20(),4S9  00 

Total  Liabilities,  except  Capital     4,079,933  00 

Surplus  as  to  Policyholders  .   .    $;,5, 520,550  00 

COMBINED  ASSETS, 


FOUNDED,  A.  D.  1817 

CASH  CAPITAL $   500,000  00 

Total  Assets 6,333,285  00 

Total  Liabilities,  except  Capital  .    4.457,339  00 


Surplus  as  to  Policyholders   .    .  $1,864,940  00 

$16,528,774  00 


SURPLUS   TO  POLICYHOLDERS, 


$  7,391,502  00 


Westekn  and  Pacific  Coast  Depaktment,    i  W.  H.  CUNNINGHAM,  Manager 

-;  Henkt  W.  Busu 


Chicago,  Illinois. 


J.  M.  Beck, 


■  Ass't  Managers 


T.  C.  SHANKLAND,  State  Agent  for 

California,   Arizona,   Nevada  and  -the   Hawaiian  Islands. 

John  D.  Richards,  Manager  City  Department, 
219    SANSOME    STREET.  ______  SAN    FRANCISCO. 

■  F.  J.  ALEX.  MAYER,  State  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  Portland,  Ore. 
dan.  L.  weaver,  Special  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  Spokane. 
F.  M.  AVERY,  Special  Agent  for  Montana,  Utah  and  Idaho,  Denvek,  Colo. 
E.  J.  LOUIS,  Special  Agent  for  California,  Nevada  and  Arizona. 
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COAST  REVIEW  ADI'ERTISING  DEFARTMENT  ^^SJ^&& 


-Sti 


London  &  Lancashire 

Fire    Insurance    Company^ 

Of  Live7-pool,  Eng. 

Subscribed  Capital,  .  .  .  $10,637,500 

Cash  Assets, 7,183,600 

Assets  in  United  States,  ,  .         ,       2,815,688 


Norwalk  Fire  Insurance  Co*^ 

Of  Norwalk,  Connecticut. 

Capital,    .     $200,000.00        Assets,    .     $540,354.00 


English  -American 
Underwriters^ 


Assets, 


$3,356,042 


^m 


The  State  Fire  Ins*  Co^^  L'd, 

Of  Liverpool,  England. 

Capital, $5,000,000 

Assets  in  United  States,        ....  320,957 


The  Netherlands  Fire  Ins*  Co*, 


Of  The  Hague.  Holland. 
ESTABLISHED     1845. 


Capital, 

Assets  in  United  States, 


$1,600,000 
631,367 


PACIFIC    COAST     DEPARTMENT, 
315     Montgomery    Street,  :  :  :  :  San   Francisco. 

WM.   MACDONALD,  Manager, 

D.   E.   MILES,   Ass't  Manager. 


'^^'^^-=^'§  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^&SJ^&^ 

Providei7(@avii7g§  ^i|e 


OF'  NEW  YORK. 

Edward  W.  Scott.R=resident. 

Succe  saruL  Accents, And  GentuEme  N   Seckinc;  Rc  mune  B'vt  ivE  Business    Connections. 

i\/Ay  Applv   to  the  Head  OrriCE.OR  any  or  Thc  Society's  Qeneral  Accents.  ' 

CARL    C.    GROSS, 

Manager  for  CALIFORNIA  and  NEVADA. 
Rooms  709=13  Claus  Spreckels  Building. 

ilarket  and  Third  Sts.,  San  Francisco. 

Writing  Large  Lines  of  Desirable  Business 


PALATINE 


INSURANCE  CO.,  Ud, 

Of  JMaxichester,  England. 

Eesoiirces,  Security  to  Policyholders,  oyer     -      ■     $9,300,000.00 

dnited  states  Branch  Assets,  Jan.  1,  1899 $2,653,829.00 

Net  Surplus  in  United  States 950,288.00 


CHAS.  A,  LATONt  Manager  Pacific  Coast  Department 

^3i)  California  Street,  (Safe  Deposit  Building)  San  Franeisao 


LOCAL   KOAKD  OF   DIRECTORS: 

JOHN  H.  WISE,  Chaiuma;^,  WM.  E.  BROWN,  E.  M.  ROOT, 

(9) 
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^^^^^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^g;^^^^ 


CASH   CAPITAL       *       *       *     jfljfii^^ 


$4,000,000.00 


Incorporated 


For  a  Period  of   EIGHTY  YEARS    this  company 

has  occupied  the  position  of  the  LEADING 

American  Fire  Insurance  Company. 


Cash  Assets      *      *      * 

January  1,  1899 

$12,621,621.45 


1819 


Largest  Cash  Capital,  Largest  Cash  Assets 

of  any  Fire  Insurance  Company 

in  America. 


Losses  Paid  since  organization  ]  80  years  [  $83,191,149.32 

BOARDMAN  &  SPENCER,  General  Agents 


E.  C.  MORRISON,  Supervisor  of  Agencies 
LOUIS  MEL,  \ 

W.  L.  GAZZAM,         >  Special  Agents  and  Adjusters 
T.  D.  BOARDMAN, 


Office,  514  California  St.,  San  Francisco 


THE 


HARTFORD 

Fire  Insurance  Company, 

Organized  1794. 

—  Assets,      .        .        .  ^11,183,659  90 

Net  Surplus,        .        .  4,458,910  67 

H.    K.    BELDEN,    Manager    Pacific    Department 

WHITNEY    PALACHE,    Assistant    Manager 
313  California  Street,  .-  SAN  FRANCISCO 


EP~  Special  Agents  and  AcUusters  :  J.  J.  AGARD  J.  J.  DENNIS        JOHN  M.  HOX^MES 

(10) 


S'  The  Coast  Review*  ^ 

A  Monthly  Insurance  Magazine. 
Devoted  to  all  kinds  of   Insurance  that  Insures.  Published  on  the  Fifteenth  of  the  Month. 


Per  Year,     :    :    $3.00  [  TcUphont  ] 

Per  Vojjy,    :    ;        .35  [       1580       ] 

Postage   added  to  foreign   subscrijMons. 


Mils.  J.  G.  EDWARDS,  Provrieior. 
E.  H.  BACON,  Manager  and  Editor. 

508  Montgomery  St.,  San  Fraiicisco. 


Vol.  57. 


FEBRUARY,    1900. 


No.  2. 


'"  i! 

The  Coast  Review  Manual.  I 


PRAISED    BY    UNDERWRITERS. 

Following  are  a  few  expressions  in 
favor  of  The  Coast  Review  Manual,  by 
Agents  and  Managers : 

It  is  a  great  help. 

It  is  certainly  perfection. 

Contains  information  not  to  be  obtained  from 
any  other  source. 

I  could  not  well  do  without  it. 

I  find  within  its  pages  a  vast  amount  of  useful 
information. 

I  have  neuer  seen  any  other  manual  that  would 
give  the  local  agent  as  much  intelligent  aid. 

We  keep  it  ready  at  hand,  referring  to  it  often, 
using  it  as  an  authority. 

It  is  the  best  instruction  booh  for  agents. 

I  note  many  items  of  advantage  to  me,  and  for 
which  I  have  looked  in  uain  elsewhere. 

The  best  booh  of  the  hind  published. 

It  is  easily  understood. 

Most  complete,  concise  and  clearly  written  booh 
of  the  hind  I  have  ever  seen. 

Gives  required  information  better  than  all 
"compact"  boohs  combined. 

Had  I  the  Coast  Review  Manual  when  I  first 
commenced  the  business  I  would  now  know  a 
great  deal  more  about  insurance  and  have  saved 
the  companies  and  myself  a  great  deal  of  cor- 
respondence. 

Exactly  fills  a  long  felt  want. 

Diagrams  and  general  arrangement  specially 
helpful  for  ready  reference. 

The  names  of  the  writers  of  the  foregoing 
have  already  been  printed  in  t/iese  eolunnis. 

^§:§:gg;gg-:&g:g-:eg6S:g-:g;&&g&g-:gigg;g;i;:? 
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Our    Digest  of    Recent    Insurance    Decisions. 

FIRE, 
Insured's        In  action    on    policy,    where 
Agent.  issue   was    whether  insurer's 

agents  were  also  agents  of  assured,  proof 
was  that  they  were  employed  by  him  to 
supervise  the  erection  of  insured  building, 
to  lease  it,  to  procure  insurance,  and  col- 
lect rents.  On  completion  of  building, 
assured  instructed  them  to  procure  insur- 
ance on  it.  They  asked  permission  to 
write  it  in  companies  which  they  expected 
to  represent,  to  which  he  assented,  and  it 
was  written  in  pursuance  of  such  under- 
standing. Held,  that  they  were  only  in- 
surer's agents  in  effecting  the  insurance. — 
British  America  Assur.  Co.  v.  Cooper, 
58  P.  .592. 

Oral  State-  Where,  in  a  particular  in- 
ments.  stance,  agent  of  company 
had  no  authority  except  to  forward  to  it, 
for  approval  or  rejection,  an  application 
foi'  insurance,  and  this  was  known  to  ap- 
plicant, a  mere  oral  statement  by  agent 
to  jipplicant  that  insurance,  if  granted, 
would  be  operative  from  date  of  applica- 
tion, was  not  binding  on  company,  espe- 
cially when  application  stated  that  insur- 
ance sought  was  desired  from  "the 

day  of "  in  one  year  to  "the 


^ 


day    of 


in    another. — Fireman's 


Fund  Ins.  Co.  v.  Rogers,  33  S.  E.  954. 
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Fixtures.  Insurer  of  building  is  liable 
for  loss  of  fixtures  built  into  and  forming 
part  of  it  at  time  it  was  erected,  although 
such  fixtures  were  included  among  other 
fixtures  in  separate  itemcovei-ed  by  other 
insurance,  where  indemnity  under  the 
latter  item  is  not  sufficient  to  cover  such 
fixtures.  Judgment  (1899.)  81  111.  App. 
678,  affirmed. — Niagara  Fire  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Heenan  &  Co.,  54  N.  E.  1052,  181  111.   575. 

Credit  or        In  determining  whether  pre- 
Cash.  mium  for  fire  insurance  policy 

was  to  be  credited  or  paid  in  cash,  pre- 
vious dealings  between  same  parties  in 
similar  transactions  are  admissible  to 
show  intent. — Western  Assur.  Co,  v.  Mc- 
Alpin,  55  N.  E.  119. 

Cancel/a-        Notice  by  insurer  to  its  agents 
tion.  to    cancel    policy    issued     by 

them  and  retained  in  their  possession  is 
not  notice  to  assured  when  their  author- 
ity, so  far  as  they  represent  him,  is  lim- 
ited to  supervising  the  erection  of  insured 
building,  leasing  it,  and  collecting  rents. 
British  America  Assur.  Co.  v.  Cooper, 
58  P.  592. 

Conceal-        The  insured's  concealment  of 
ment,  fact  of  his   having   insurance 

on  his  property  in  no  way  tends  to  show 
fraud. — German-American  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Paul,  53  S.  W.  442. 

Married  A  married  woman  is  the  un- 
Women.  conditional  and  sole  owner  of 
her  separate  property,  within  meaning  of 
policy  providing  that  it  should  be  for- 
feited if  interest  of  assured  was  other 
than  that  of  an  unconditional  and  sole 
ownership,  though  her  husband  has  a 
right  of  homestead  therein. — Sun  Insur- 
ance Office  v.  Beneke,  53  S.  W.  98. 

Buyer's  In-        Where    mill     owners     con- 
terest.  tracted  to  sell  lumber  to  be 

delivered  in  future,  and  to  keep  same  in- 
sured, but  none  of  lumber  sold  was  sep- 
arated, either  in  yard,  or  in  policies  on  all 
lumber  in  yard,  such  insurance  did  not 
amount  to  an  insurance  of  buyer's  inter- 
est in.  such  lumber  taken  out  by  assured 
as  his  agent,  under  which  he  is  entitled  to 
maintain  suit  against  the  insurer  for  loss. 


Wunderlich  y.  Palatine  Fire  Ins.  Co., 
80  N.  W. 

Delay —  Where  an  insurance  company 
Waiver.  is  dissatisfied  with  proofs  of 
loss  furnished,  it  should  make  that  fact 
known  to  insured  without  unnecessary 
delay,  and  specify  its  objections,  so  that 
they  may  be  corrected  in  due  time,  and 
failure  to  do  so  is  waiver  of  further  proofs. 
Ft.  Wayne  Ins.  Co.  v.  Irwin,  54 N.  E.  817. 

Terms.  Insurer's  demand  for  an  ap- 
pr-aisal  of  loss  in  accordance  with  terms 
of  policy  waives  formal  preliminary  proofs 
thereof. — Harrison  v.  Hartford  Fire  Ins. 
Co.,  SON.  W.  309. 

Riglits  of  Whei'e  an  insurance  com- 
Appraisal.  pany  denies  any  liability 
whatever,  it  has  no  I'ight  to  demand  an 
appraisal  of  the  property,  under  an 
arbitration  clause  in  policy. — Glens  Falls 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Hite,  83  111.  App.  519. 

Oral  Con-        Conversation  with  an  agent,  at 
tract.  time  of  preliminary  oral  con- 

tract for  insurance,  relating  thei-eto,  are 
admissible,  in  an  action  for  breach  of  eon- 
tract,  to  show  what  the  contract  was. — 
Sanford  v.  Orient  Ins.  Co.,  54  N.  E.    883. 

Naphtha.  Where  policy  provides  that 
it  shall  be  void  if  naphtha  is  kept  on  in- 
sured premises  by  insured,  he  cannot  re- 
cover if  it  is  used  by  a  tenant  without  his 
knowledge.  —  Badger  v.  Platts,  44  A.  29(3. 

LIFE. 

General  Agents        The  defendant  company. 
Subs.  in  compliance  with  stat- 

utory requirement,  filed  certificate  with 
superintendent  of  insurance,  reciting  that 
it  had  appointed  one  S.  its  general  agent 
with  authority  to  appoint  and  i-emove 
agents  for  company.  S.  also  filed  a  cer- 
tificate reciting  that  plaintiff  had  been 
appointed  as  agent  for  defendant  for  term 
of  one  year.  Defendant's  officers  testified 
that  agents  appointed  by  general  agent 
did  not  represent  comjDany,  but  were 
mere  personal  appointees  of  general  agent, 
and  latter  had  no  authority  to  bind  de- 
fondant  for  their  compensation.  Held 
that,  as  the  power  to  appoint,  in  absence 
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of  limitations,  includes  the  power  to  fix 
compensation,  and  as  it  is  contrary  to 
public  policy  to  permit  defendant  to  con- 
tradict by  oral  testimony  certificates  filed 
by  it,  plaintitT  could  recover  for  services 
rendered  pursuant  to  his  appointment. — 
Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  of  New  York  v. 
Lewis,  58  P.  787. 

As  Collat-        ^Yhere    wife    made    general 
eral.  and    absolute   assignment   of 

policy  in  her  favor  on  her  husband's  life, 
as  collateral  foi'  loan,  and  pledgee  after- 
wards advanced  an  additional  sum  on 
polic3^  to  her  husband  on  his  application 
alone,  policy  is  collateral  for  both  loans. — 
Upshavv  V.  Mutual  Loan  Ass'n,  60  N.  Y. 
S.  242,  29  Misc.  Rep.  143. 

MARIME. 

Ignorance  Upon  an  application  to  insur- 
no  Plea.  ance  agents  at  C.   for   insur- 

ance on  cargo,  certificate  of  marine  in- 
surance was  delivered  to  owner  certifying 
that  it  was  insured  in  sum  of  $2,000,  un- 
der and  subject  to  conditions  of  an  '"open 
policy"  issued  by  undei'writers  at  B.  do- 
ing business  as  Lloyd's  insurers.  The 
policy  limited  their  liability  in  manner  of 
Lloyd's  insurers,  and  provided  that  no  one 
of  the  underwriters  should  be,  in  any  event, 
"liable  under  this  policy  for  an  amount 
exceeding  $500,  *  *  *  the  liability  as- 
sumed hereby  b^-  each  underwriter  being 
separate  and  individual  only,  as  if  each 
underwriter  had  issued  to  insured  herein 
a  separate  policy:  their  liabilitj'  being 
several  and  not  joint.".  Held,  in  an  ac- 
tion to  recover  on  policy  for  loss  of  cargo, 
assui-ed  could  not  plead  ignorance  as  to 
character  of  insurance  or  limitations  of 
policy  referred  to  in  certificate,  in  absence 
of  any  fraud,  but  he  was  bound  to  look 
to  policy  for  conditions  of  his  insurance. ^ 
Imperial  Shale-Brick  Co.  v.  Jewett,  (30 
N.  Y.  S.  35,  42  App.  Div.  588. 

Reciprocity. 
Lookine:  over  au  oki  Mouitor  we  nate  that  it 
errs  in  referring  to  the  Coast  Review  as  hav- 
ing borrowed  a  storj-  from  a  local  contempo- 
rary. That  story  was  told  at  a  dinner  many 
weeks  before.  It  was  the  contemporary  that 
withheld  the  credit. 


A  Year's  Insurance  Decisions. 

LIFE. 

Issuance  of  life  policy  on  application 
reciting  payment  of  premium  to  agent  is 
sufficient  proof  of  authoi-ity  to  receive 
premiums. — C.  R. ,  p.  179. 

The  physician  who  examines  applicant 
for  life  insurance  is  agent  of  company, 
and  if  he  makes  misstatements,  or  induces 
the  applicant  to  do  so,  the  company  will 
be  estopped  to  set  them  up  as  a  defense. 
C.  R.,  p.  378. 

BENEFICIARY. 

Where  insurance  is  procured  for  the 
benefit  of  another,  no  power  being  re- 
served in  the  policy  to  cut  otT  or  modify 
the  interest  of  the  beneficiarj',  an  irrev- 
ocable trust  is  created  in  favor  of  benefi- 
ciary.—C.  R.,  p.  4. 

CREDITOR. 

A  creditor  has,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
demnifying himself  against  loss,  but  for 
no  othei'.  an  insurable  interest  in  the  life 
of  his  debtor.  This  interest  cannot  ex- 
ceed in  amount  that  of  the  indebtedness 
to  be  secured. — C.  R.,  p.  4. 

ASSIGNMENT. 

Assignee  holding  a  absolute  assignment 
of  policy  will  be  accountable  as  trustee 
for  all  proceeds  above  the  amount  of  his 
advances  with  interest.  — C.  R.,  p.  112. 

Policy  on  life  of  husband,  payable  to 
wife,  being  transferred  to  secure  debt  of 
husband  alone,  stands  in  position  of 
surety,  and,  on  debt  being  barred  by  lim- 
itations, may  be  sued  on  by  wife. — C.  R., 
p.  237. 

Where  policy  is  assigned  as  security, 
but  by  assignment  absolute  in  form,  and 
is  assigned  to  another  by  first  assignee, 
first  assignee  has  lien  on  policy  for  pre- 
miums afterwards  paid  by  him  which 
passes  to  his  subsequent  assignee. — C. 
R.,  p.  237. 

BREACH. 

Where  insured  applies  for  and  receives 
policy  on  condition  that  underwriter 
would  make  loan  on  same,  on  under- 
writer's refusal    o  make  loan,  policy  may 
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be  surrendered  and  a  recover-y  follow    of 
back  premium  paid. — C.  R.,  p.  29-i. 

COMPROMISE. 
A  company  has  a  right  to  buy  its  peace 
by  the  payment  of  a  portion  of   a  policy. 
C.  R.,  p.  113. 

NOTICE   OF   DUES. 

The  uniform  and  continued  custom 
to  notify  policyholders  that  dues  are  pay- 
able, relieves  such  holders  from  paying 
same  until  notice  is  given.— C.  R.,  p.  235. 

MAILING   OF    PREMIUM. 

The  seasonable  mailing  of  premium  is 
payment  although  never  received  by  com- 
pany which  requires  payment  at  home 
office.— C.  R.,  p.  235. 

USE  OF  LIQUORS,  ETC. 
Where  insured  accepts  contract  of  insur- 
ance on  his  life  containing  stipulation 
against  the  use  of  narcotics  or  alcoholic, 
vinous,  or  malt  liquors,  such  a  stipulation 
amounts  to  a  promissory  warranty  on  the 
part  of  insured,  and  a  breach  thereof  will 
work  a  forfeiture  of  policy.— C.  R.,  p.  113. 

ASSIGNMENT    BY   WIFE. 

A  married  woman  may  assign  a  policy 
on  her  husband's  life  as  security  for  his 
debts.— C.  R.,  p.  3. 

TRANSITORY   ILLS. 

A  warranty  giving  the  particulars  of  all 
sickness  since  childhood  is  not  untrue  be- 
cause of  failure  to  give  slight  and  tran- 
sitory ills  which  did  not  effect  the  general 
healthfulness  of  the  system. — C  R.,  p.  3. 

MAILING    IS   PAYMENT. 

The  time  of  mailing  is  time  of  payment 
of  premium,  the  check  being  honored  on 
presentation. — C.  R.,  p.  386. 

MAILING   MAKES    IT    IN    FORCE. 

A  policy  is  in  force  when  it  leaves  the 
home  office  on  its  way  to  the  local  agent. 
C.  R.,  p.  448. 

SUICIDE. 

In  absence  of  evidence  tending  to  in- 
dicate suicide,  the  death  of  an  insured 
will  be  presumed  to  have  occurred 
through  involuntary  causes. — C.  R.,  p.  62. 


POLICY'  VOIDED. 

A  policy  may  be  voided  as  against  an 
assignee  by  reason  of  his  procuring  the 
death  of  assured,  but  not  void  in  its  in- 
ception as  against  the  estate. — C.  R., 
p.  334. 

ACCIDENT. 

A  woman  who  purchases  an  accident 
ticket,  insuring  her  against  loss  of  time, 
is  not  bound  by  a  limitation  of  the  agent's 
authoi-ity,  of  which  she  had  no  notice, 
whereby  he  was  authorized  to  insure 
women  against  death  only. — C.  R. ,  p.  4. 
POISON. 

The  insurer  cannot  be  held  liable  for 
death  resulting  from  poison  accidentally 
taken  under  the  belief  that  it  was  a  harm- 
less medicine,  where  its  policy  contains  a 
provision  that  the  insurance  does  not 
cover  or-  extend  to  "death  resulting  from 
poison." — C.  R.,  p.  116. 

If  insured's  death  is  caused  by  his  tak- 
ing morphine,  knowing  at  time  how  much 
he  is  taking,  but  not  knowing  that  such 
an  amount  would  cause  death,  thei'e  can 
be  no  recovei'y  on  a  policy  of  insurance 
against  death  '  'from  an  accidental  cause. ' ' 
C.  R.,  p.  115. 

If  insured's  death  is  caused  by  his  tak- 
ing more  morphine  than  he  intended,  his 
beneficiary  can  recover  on  a  policy  of  in- 
surance against  death  "from  an  acci- 
dental cause." — C.  R.,  p.  115. 

DOUBLE   INDEMNITY^ 

The  insurer  is  not  liable  under  the 
double  indemnity  clause,  where  the  in- 
sured is  killed  while  riding  on  the  un- 
inclosed  platform  of  a  railroad  car. — 
C.  R.,  p.  115.     (Travelers,  defendant.) 

MARIXE. 

Where  a  ship  broker  who  has  effected 
a  charter  of  a  vessel  then  in  port  for  a 
voyage  to  commence  at  another  port  pro- 
cures insurance  on  his  commission,  the 
insurers  will  be  presumed  to  have  knowl- 
edge of  the  current  usage  to  insert  in  such 
charters  a  time  and  cancellation  clause. — 
C.  R.,  p.  179. 

Where  an  "open"  marine  policy,  not 
immediately    attaching    to    any    specific 
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risk,  stipulates  that,  in  case  there  is  any 
other  insurance  prior  "in  day  of  date"  to 
such  policy,  then  assurers  shall  be  liable 
only  foi-  deficiency  towards  fully  covering- 
the  property  insui-ed,  the  date  on  which 
such  policy  actually  attached  to  the 
specific  risk,  is  the  test. — C.  R.,  p.  335. 

Taxed  costs  adjudged  against  an  insurer 
in  suit  to  determine  liability  of  his  tug 
are  no  part  of  loss  insured  against,  and 
must  be  borne  as  a  part  of  the  expense  of 
making  proof  of  loss. — C.  R.,  p.  383. 

A  loss  from  which  a  twelve  months' 
limitation  commenced  to  run  did  not 
occur  until  insured  had  paid  the  damage 
pursuant  to  decree  of  court  of  last  resort 
adjudging  him  or  his  tug  liable  therefore, 
where  policy  stipulates  that  insurer  should 
not  be  liable  unless  liability  of  insured 
for  such  damage  should  be  determined  by 
a  suit  at  law,  or  otherwise  as  insurer 
might  elect. — C.  R.,  p.  383. 

Underwriters  who  refuse  to  accept 
abandonment  and  then  themselves  raise 
and  repair  the  ship,  and  claim  thereby  to 
have  converted  a  total  into  a  partial 
loss,  are  merely  assisting  the  owners  to 
recover  for  total  loss. — C.  R.,  p.  582. 

GUARAXTY. 

The  words  "subject  to  result  of  inves- 
tigation." written  across  the  face  of  a 
contract  which  guarantees  fidelity  of 
employe  does  not  convert  it  into  a  mere 
proposal  for  contract. — C.  R.,  p.  517. 


The  Fidelity  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co. 

The  twenty-first  annual  meeting  of  this 
Philadelphia  company  was  held  last  month. 
The  total  assets  are  now  $3,092,638.  The  re- 
serve or  present  net  value  of  outstanding  pol- 
icies is  $2,121,980.  The  total  liabilities  on  the 
policyholders'  account  are  f2, 268, 198,  leaving  a 
surplus  of  $824,439.  Large  gains  were  made 
last  year,  in  assets,  income,  membership,  in- 
surance in  force,  and  payments  to  policyhold- 
ers. The  outstanding  insurance  now  exceeds 
$77,000,000.  The  Fidelity  Mutual  Life  Ins. 
Co.  has  qualified  under  the  legal  reserve  laws, 
and  computes  its  policy  values  at  from  23.3' 
to  3}{  per  cent,  interest,  according  to  policy 
terms  and  conditions.  President  Fouse  ex- 
pressed the  belief  that  the  modern  facilities 


of  exchange  and  transportation  would  equalize 
interest  rates  on  the  same  class  of  securities 
all  over  the  world.  Of  size  in  life  iusui-ance 
he  said  :  "Growth  within  healthful  limits  is  a 
thing  to  be  desired,  but  there  is  such  a  thing 
as  the  bigness  of  a  giant  becoming  his  weak- 
ness." 

This  company  has  its  Pacific  Coast  head- 
quarters in  San  Francisco,  with  Geo.  A.  Rath- 
bun  as  general  manager. 


New  York  Insurance  Reports,  1864   to    1870. 

BAKNES'    CONDEX.SE1)    EDITION'. 

We  ai-e  indebted  to  Louis  F.  Payn,  superin- 
tendent of  insurance  of  New  York,  for  a  copy 
of  the  condensed  insurance  reports  of  the 
Empire  Slate  from  1864  to  1870.  This  val- 
uable compilation  of  1,250  pages  has  bee'n 
authorized  by  the  legislature,  which  made  an 
appropriation  in  1898  for  that  purpose.  The 
work  has  been  done  by  ex-Supt.  Barnes,  who 
edited  the  first  edition,  covering  1820-1563. 

The  contents  are  both  valuable  and  inter- 
esting to  insurance  men.  Opening  the  big 
volume  at  random  we  notice  among  numerous 
unfamiliar  names  of  New  York  fire  companies 
this:  "Firemen's  Fund  Ins.  Co."  It  will  be 
news  to  some  of  our  readers,  to  learn  that 
ther&was  ever  any  other  Fireman's  Fund  save 
that  stanch  company  of  San  Francisco.  Here 
are  a  few  unfamiliar  names  lifted  from  the 
limbo  of  the  forgotten :  Grocers  Fire,  Mar- 
ket Fire,  New  York  Central,  Baltic,  Corn 
Exchange,  Hoffman,  Yonkers,  Columbia,  New 
Amsterdam,  Knickerbocker,  Arctic,  Astor, 
Holland  Purchase,  New  World,  Relief,  Res- 
olute, and  other  names  which  indicate  the 
originality  of  the  organizers. 

The  book  has  great  historical  value,  and  will 
be  prized  by  every  student  of  insurance.  We 
assume  that  copies  can  be  bought  of  the  New 
York  insurance  department. 


Popular  Fire  Insurance  Stocks. 
It  would  seem  wise  for  such  corporations  to 
discourage  large  individual  holdings  of  their 
stock,  and  become  in  effect  like  the  building 
and  loan  associations,  savings  banks  for  a 
multitude  of  small  stockholders.  This  would 
secure  for  them  that  public  favor  which  would 
be  the  best  safeguard  against  injurious  legis- 
lation and  arbitrary  and  unjust  officialism. — 
Chard.  

Impaired. — Washington  Fire  of  New  York 
and  Armenia  of  Pittsburg.  Last  year  was 
hard  on  fire  insurance  companies. 
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Some  Suggested  Policy  Forms. 

Editor  Codst  Review: 

In  replying-  to  the  exceptions  and  the 
suggestions,  made  by  Mr.  Bliss  of  Seattle 
to  the  '"Suggested  Policy  Forms  and 
Clauses,"  submitted  by  me,  which  ap- 
peared in  the  Nov.  '99  issue  of  the  Review, 
I  submit  the  following:   ■ 

A  person  who  contributes  an  article,  or 
submits  suggestions  knows,  or  ought  to 
know,  that  he  places  himself  open  to 
severe  criticism  all  along  the  line  by  those 
interested  in  the  subject  discussed.  Know- 
ing this  I  was  not  surprised  to  find  excep- 
tions made  to  the  forms.  I  am  pleased 
there  has  been,  as  it  shows  there  are 
others  who  take  more  than  a  passing 
interest  on  the  subject,  besides  the  con- 
tributor. It  affords  me  pleasure  to  see  the 
article  discussed  from  ditferent  views, 
thereby  placing  divergent  constructions 
upon  it. 

I  will  take  up  the  exceptions  in  the 
same  order  as  Mr.  Bliss  does.  Per- 
sonally I  fail  to  see  that  by  introducing 
the  word  "not,"  I  reverse  the  sense  of  the 
following  sentence  which  occurs  in  the 
third  paragraph  of  proposed  policy  form 
for  insurance  of  steamer:  This  policy 
shall  not  be  called  upon  to  contribute  for 
any  loss  or  damage  sustained  o?i7iy  for  such 
excess  of  loss  over  and  above  the  amount 
insured  by  such  marine  insurance.  I 
have  referred  the  point  at  issue  to  several 
adjusters  who  admit  the  clause  could  be 
im[)roved  on;  still  they  do  not  see  how  the 
word  "not"  makes  the  paragr-aph  mean 
just  the  opposite  of  what  is  intended,  even 
with  the  word  "only"  remaining  in  its 
position.  The  word  "except,"  suggested 
by  the  writer  to  take  the  place  of  "only,  " 
is  preferable,  besides  being  more  gram- 
matical. 

The  word  "only"  is  misplaced  in  the 
first  sentence  of  the  same  paragraph, 
which  says:  It  is  understood  and  agreed 
that  the  above  described  tackle,  furniture, 
ships  stores,  and  all  other  apparel  and 
machinery  is  only  insured  while  on  board 
the  above  described  boat.  It  is,  as  Mr. 
Bliss  quotes:  "besides  the  grammatical 
inaccuracy  of  the  statement,  as   written, 


it  is  not  strictly  true.  Many  other  acts 
and  conditions  affect  the  machinei-y  while 
on  board.  For  example,  it  is  used,  it  is 
handled,  cleaned,  oiled  and  otherwise  in- 
fluenced," whereas,  the  foi-m  submitted 
says  it  is  only  insured.  The  word  "only" 
being  an  adverb  it  should  have  been 
placed  as  near  as  possible  to  the  words 
which  it  intends  to  modify;  hence,  it 
should  have  been  placed  after  the  word 
insured  instead  of  before  it  as  originally 
written,  so  as  to  modify  the  words  "while 
on  board  the  above  described  boat."  The 
word  "are"  is  correct  and  not  "is,"  as 
the  sentence  speaks  of  more  than  one 
article,  thereby  forming  a  jjlural  subject. 

In  the  paragraph  concerning  patent 
rights  on  machinery,  there  should  not  be 
a  full  stop  after  "patents."  Having  de- 
stroyed the  original  writing  I  cannot  say 
if  I  put  it  there  inadvertently  or  if  it  was 
a  typist  error. 

With  regard  to  the  oiled  clothing 
clause.  It  would  be  rather  a  difficult 
undertaking  to  put  a  space  of  three 
inches  between  each  piece  with  nothing 
eithei-  side  of  it.  In  using  the  words  "the 
same"  in  the  clause  for  colleges,  I  used 
those  words  in  the  same  sense  as  99  insur- 
ance men  out  of  100  would  have  done. 
Like  all  other  lines  of  business,  the  in- 
surance has  its  idiomatic  words,  which 
are  used  in  perfect  good  faith,  but  are 
open  to  criticism  as  to  their  real  meaning. 
Such  has  proven  to  be  the  case  in  this 
instance.  I  intended  them  to  convey  the 
meaning  that  the  closing  of  the  building 
when  not  in  session  should  not  be  con- 
strued as  vacancy,  but  I  did  not  say  so  in 
plain  language.  I  quite  agree  with  my 
critic,  that  it  is  better  and  easier  to  have 
them  wiitten  right  at  fii'st  than  to  reform 
them  after  a  fire.  What  is  worth  doing, 
is  worth  doing  well.  Thanking  Mr.  Bliss 
for  the  suggestions  he  has  made,  and  as- 
suring him  that  he  has  not  been  too  finical 
(the  use  of  which  word  leads  me  to  believe 
he  is  an  Englishman)  in  calling  attention 
to  these  matters,  I  remain,  sir. 

Yours  truly,  Jesse  Spencer  Stuide. 
Elmhurst,  Cal.,  Jan.  30th,  1899. 


New  Jeusev   has  a    "marriage   aud   furni-» 
ture  "  insurance  company. 
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Woman  as  a  Solicitor  of  Life  Insurance. 

The  life  insurance  field  offers  to  woman 
the  same  possibilities  for  emoluments 
that  it  does  to  man.  But  a  successful 
woman  solicitor  is  an  exception.  The 
"experience  tables''  covering  a  period  of 
many  years  show  that  the  members  of 
the  gentler  sex  are  useful  to  capture  risks 
among  their  immediate  friends  and  rela- 
tions, but  when  they  get  beyond  this 
circle  the  great  majority  of  those  who 
have  essayed  to  master  the  profession  for 
a  permanent  occupation  have  failed  and 
fallen  out  of  the  ranks.  In  the  art  of 
securing  wide  and  breezy  publicity  of  her 
abilities,  the  woman  who  stays  in  the 
solicitor's  ranks  is  a  past  grand  master 
adept.  The  Sunday  editions  of  the 
Metropolitan  dailies  supply  the  opportu- 
nity which  she  at  all  times  is  ready  to 
embrace.  A  very  fair  sample  of  this  in- 
herent shrewdness  is  now  going  the 
rounds  of  the  dailies  and  it  is  something 
after  this  style: 

"Conspicuous  among  women  who  have  at 
tained  success  in  the  business  walks  of  life, 
Miss  Blonde  Brunette  Harried  stands  out 
prominent.  Miss  Harried  is  a  tall,  command- 
ing beautiful  blonde,  with  large  liquid  violet 
eyes,  shaded  by  the  bewitching  long  dark  and 
sweeping  eye-lashes  of  a  t^pe  usually  seen  on 
a  brunette.  Eighteen  summers  has  given 
her  a  wide  experience  and  much  shrewdness 
beyond  her  years.  Miss  Harried  needs  no 
nejv  worlds  to  conquer;  she  now  leads  the 
world  in  the  writing  of  life  insurance,  her 
profession.  She  has  been  for  some  years  a 
gold  medal  winner  and  one  of  the  biggest 
writers  in  the  country." 

Fancy  a  man  furnishing  the  press  with 
that  sort  of  thing,  and  the  reception  his 
fellow  solicitors  would  give  him  after- 
wards. But  the  privileges  of  the  sex,  you 
know,  must  not  and  shall  not  be  curtailed. 


stability  of  the  insurer,  depends  upon  the 
company's  general  accuracy  in  measuring 
risks,  and  all  reasonable  latitude  should 
be  allowed  in  doing  this.  " 


Rates  were  voluntarily  reduced  in 
Kansas.  Supt.  Chui-ch,  referring  to  this 
fact,  says: 

"Such  benefits  can  only  be  accomplished 
by  an  intelligent  response  on  the  part  of 
insurance  companies  to  acknowledge  rules 
applicable  to  the  risks  which  they  assume. 
The  security  of  the  insured,  as  well  as  the 


Introduced  the  Special  Agency  System. 

Holland  has  the  honor,  divided  with 
the  Netherlands  Fire  Ins.  Co..  of  being 
the  first  to  inti-oduce  the  American  special 
agency  system.  Mr.  Teerink,  an  official 
of  the  company  who  recently  visited  San 
Francisco,  was  favorably  impressed  with 
the  American  plan  of  regular  visits  and 
inspections  by  a  special  agent.  Some 
years  ago  he  persuaded  the  directors  of 
his  company  to  adopt  this  plan.  The  re- 
sults are  satisfactory.  Risks  have  been 
improved,  some  have  been  rejected,  and 
the  company's  loss  ratio  in  Holland  has 
been  reduced  in  consequence. 


Some  Remarks  on  the   Study   of   Adjustment 
Work. 

A     PAPEK     BY    F.    G.    AKGALL,    READ     BEFORE     THE 
FIRE   UNDERWRITERS'    CLERKS'  ASSOCIATION. 

( Continued.) 
Section  3.  Under  this  head,  again,  the 
student  can  do  much  to  prepare  himself  for 
future  work,  although  a  command  of  the  ac- 
tual practice  demands,  of  course,  considerable 
experience.  Perhaps  the  readiest  and  most 
obvious  commencement  of  the  training  in  this 
department  would  be  a  study  of  double-entry 
bookkeeping,  a  knowledge  of  which  (whatever 
else  may  be  dispensed  with)  is  an  absolute 
necessity  for  an  adjuster,  as  well  as  for  any 
other  business  man.  A  few  weeks'  steady 
application  should  be  enough  to  enable  one  to 
thoroughly  master  the  principles  of  book- 
keeping; and  the  application  of  such  prin- 
ciples to  the  practical  work  of  adjusting  can 
then  be  taken  up.  Mr.  Lowden's  and  Mr. 
Sexton's  papers  on  the  "Adjustment  of  Book 
Losses"  should  be  in  the  portfolio  of  every 
young  adjuster,  and  I  refer  to  them  as  giving, 
in  a  most  practical  and  satisfactory  way,  all 
the  necessary  general  hints  and  illustiations. 
With  the  average  set  of  books,  the  conclusions 
as  to  purchases  aud  sales  (.being,  after  all, 
the  most  important  features)  cannot  well  be 
wa'ongly  figured;  that  is,  if  the  books  are  even 
honestly  kept.  As  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Low- 
den,  the  three  features  of  a  "book  loss"  state- 
ment   as    to    which  disputed  questions  may 
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arise  are  time  discounts,  profits  on  sales,  and 
pei'centage  of  freight.  In  connection  with 
the  bookkeeping  stage  of  study,  endeavors 
should  be  made  to  obtain  some  practical  idea 
of  the  general  run  of  time  and  list  discounts, 
which  vary  from,  say,  one  per  cent,  for  time 
off  invoice  cost  of  such  staple  articles  as  flour 
and  sugar  to,  say,  60  and  15  off  list  prices  for 
plate  glass,  with  a  further  discount  for  "time," 
(or  credit.)  An  idea  at  least  can  and  should 
also  be  formed,  at  this  stage,  of  the  percent- 
ages of  profit  usually  realized  by  merchants 
and  others  in  various  lines  of  business  and 
under  varying  circumstances,  also  the  dif- 
ference of  such  profits  on  goods  sold  for  cash 
and  goods  sold  on  credit.  Freight  has  also  to 
be  calculated  in  most  of  or  all  "book"  losses; 
and  the  method  of  ascertainment  of  the  per- 
centage of  freight  should  be  mastered  before 
practical  work  is  taken  up. 

In  manufacturing  losses,  the  measure  of 
liability  to  the  assured  on  stock  is  (except 
with  a  falling  market)  the  cost  to  the  assured  of 
the  replacement  of  the  goods,  as  at  the  time 
immediately  preceding  the  fire — that  is,  the 
cost  to  the  ai^gufed  of  producing  the  stock,  as 
suming  the  existence  of  his  factory  and  plant. 
The  loss  may  be  on  a  woolen  factory,  a  saw 
mill,  or  a  box  factory;  and  in  such  cases  it 
may  be  necessary,  in  order  to  arrive  at  the 
"cost,"  to  go  back  to  the  raw  material— that 
is,  to  the  wool,  as  sold  by  the  sheep-raiser, 
the  cost  of  stumpage  or  actual  purchase  of 
lumber,  and  so  on ;  and,  where  a  man  is  en- 
gaged in  two  or  more  cognate  lines  of  busi- 
ness, such,  for  instance,  as  lumbering,  con- 
nected with  a  saw  mill  and  a  box  factory, 
questions  of  much  intricacy  often  arise  on  the 
matter  of  "cost."  Or,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
measure  of  damage  may  be  taken  to  be  market 
value,  less  cost  of  production  or  completion, 
deducting,  of  course,  manufacturer's  profit. 
The  cost  of  such  production  or  completion  is 
something  which  usually  requires  some  nice 
and  accurate  figuring;  and  I  think  such  points 
should  certainly  be  considered,  and  some  def- 
inite views  and  opinions  formulated,  before 
the  actual  test  of  experience,  when  time  is 
precious,  and  a  prompt  decision  often  called 
for.  Such  questions  may  profitably  and,  in 
my  judgment,  ought  to  be  studied  out  in  a  pre- 
liminary way  and  to  some  extent  mastered, 
during  what  we  may  caH  the  bookkeeping 
stage  of  study. 

Following  this,  a  fair  acquaintance  could  be 
picked  up  with  the  principles  of  building  and 
architectural  construction  and  the  methods  of 
figuring  the  cost  of  same.    I  do  not  mean   to 


say  that  it  is  necessary,  or  even  advisable,  for 
an  adjuster  to  attempt  to  figure  out  the  cost 
of  any  building  of  special  value ;  but  he  should 
certainly  be  able  to  figure,  accurately  enough 
for  all  purposes,  the  cost  of  an  ordinary  dwell- 
ing, store  building  or  farm  barn ;  and  he 
should  also  have  enough  expert  knowledge  in 
this  direction  to  be  able  to  discuss  intelli- 
gently the  construction  and  value  of  even 
larger  and  more  pretentious  structures,  and 
be  able  to  form  some  opinion  as  to  the  correct- 
ness or  otherwise  of  estimates  which  may 
come  befoi'e  him  for  examination  or  approval. 
The  results  of  a  formal  appraisement  bind 
finally  and  definitely  both  the  company  and  the 
assured  ;  but  itmust  be  remembered  that,  with 
the  exception  of  a  formal  appraisement,  an  ad- 
juster is  morally  responsible  to  his  employers 
for,  at  any  rate,  the  approximate  or  "common- 
sense"  correctness  of  any  figures  he  may  accept, 
although  prepared  by  a  presumed  expert  and 
accepted  by  the  adjuster  as  such  ;  and,  even 
with  an  appraisement,  the  adjuster  should  be 
competent  to  form  an  opinion  of  his  own  as  to 
the  fairness  or  otherwise  of  an  appraiser's 
award.  Again,  it  is  quite  customary  for  build- 
ing appraisers  (as  well  as  other  appraisers)  to 
refer  to  the  adjuster  doubtful  technical  points, 
the  solution  of  which  requires  a  measurable 
amount  of  expert  knowledge.  It  should  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  adjuster's  decision  on 
such  points  is  very  often  accepted  as  final,  and 
the  value  of  considerable  expert  knowledge  on 
his  part  is  therefore  obvious. 

There  is  generally  in  one's  neighborhood  a 
new  building  going  up,  a  study  of  which,  as  it 
progresses,  will  give  a  practical  insight  inlo 
the  general  character  of  building  construction. 

A  large  portion  of  an  adjuster's  work  consists  in 
the  fixing  (or,  rather,  passing  upon)  of  "values,"  a" 
settlement  of  which  is  of  course  precedent  and 
necessary  to  the  passing  upon  tlie  secondary  ques- 
tion of  "loss  and  damage."  "A  little  knowledge  is 
a  dangerous  thing"  ;  and  It  isnot  humanly  possible 
for  an  adjuster  to  be  accurately  or  even  substan- 
tially posted  on  every  kind  of  property.  He  must, 
however, have  a  sound  general  knowledge  of  values, 
and  be  able  to  post  himself  thoroughly  on  them  in 
any  given  case,  either  by  reference  to  experts,  or 
otherwise.  This  part  of  the  business  can  only  be 
learned  by  practical  e.xperience;  but  I  would 
refer  to  a  recent  paper  by  Mr.  H.  McD.  Spencer  on 
"Depreciations,"  as  raising  very  effectually  some  of 
the  principles  Involved  in  "values." 

In  regard  to  the  practical  work  of  section  3  (above 
referred  to),  that  is,  the  ascertainment  of  the 
amount  of  the  insurance  company's  liability,  in  its 
various  divisions,  it  is  difficult  to  lay  down  any 
special  directions  or  suggestions,  in  view  of  the 
intlnite  dissimilarity  of  the  circumstances  in  the 
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various  cases.  Griswold's  "Hand-book  of  the  Ad- 
justment of  Fire  Losses,"  and  Tiffany's  "Adjusters' 
Assistant,"  are  excellent  books  to  study  in  tliis 
connection.  The  broad  principle  to  be  adhered  to 
is  that  we  must  afford  the  assured  full  in- 
demnity, as  defined  in  the  policy  contract. 
Here  and  there  (for  self-protection  against 
an  excessive  appraisement,  perhaps)  the  com 
panies  find  it  expedient  to  reinstate  or  replace 
damaged  or  burned  property:  and,  in  that  case, 
the  assured  is  presumably  in  a  better  position 
than  before  the  fire,  having  a  new  property  instead 
of  an  older  one.  Under  such  circumstances  he 
would  be  receiving  more  than  that  to  which  he  is 
morally  entitled.  Again,  it  is  a  fair  presumption 
that  appraisers  will  occasionally  award  through 
poor  judgment  (though  in  perfect  good  faith),  an 
amount  which  may  be  less  than  the  assured' s  real 
loss.  Such  deiDartures,  however,  are  unavoidable 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  business,  and  they  do  not 
in  any  way  affect  the  main  principle,  which  should 
be  steadfastly  borne  in  mind. 

For  adjustment  work, on  the  ground,  lam  strong- 
ly in  favor  of  adhering  strictly  to  the  course  out- 
lined in  the  policy  contract  (lines  67,  et  seq.,  of  the 
New  \ork  standard  policy),  which  requires  the  as- 
sured, in  very  explicit  terms,  to  do  everything  pos- 
sible to  protect  his  property  from  further  damage, 
and  to  prepare  and  present  his  claim  for  loss  and 
damage  sustained.  The  adjuster  should  of  course 
see  to  it  personally  that  the  property  is  so  pro- 
tected, this  being  a  very  important  part  of  his  du- 
ties; and  he  should  assist  and  advise  the  assured 
to  his  utmost  in  the  preparation  of  the  latter's 
claim;  but,  in  my  judgment,  the  claim  should  not 
only  theoretically  but  actually  be  made  by  the 
assured,  who  must  take  the  undivided  responsi- 
bility of  it,  as  against  possible  later  develop- 
ments. If  the  claim  is  correct  and  reasonable,  it 
is  of  course  approved  and  accepted;  but,  even  oth- 
erwise, honest  and  prolonged  effort  should  be  made 
to  reach  a  settlement,  and  only  as  a  last  resort 
should  an  appraisal  be  demanded.  The  proper 
conduct  of  an  appraisal  is  by  no  means  so  simple 
an  affair  as  might  be  thought,  more  particularly 
when  the  case  is  complicated  by  technical  or  sub- 
stantial forfeitures  of  the  contract  or  by  extra- 
neous circumstances  affecting  "values,"  and  this 
subject  demands,  by  itself,  a  special  and  careful  line 
of  study.  "  Finch  on  Appraisals  and  Award,"  is  a 
little  hand-book  which  costs  only  twenty-five  cts. ; 
but  it  covers  the  ground  with  such  suggestiveness 
that  I  would  recommend  every  young  adjuster  to 
buy  and  carry  a  copy.  As  you  will  find  by  a  refer- 
ence to  this  hand-book,  the  results  of  an  appraisal 
award  might  not  be  held  by  a  court  of  law  to 
be  binding  and  conclusive  unless  the  uttnoaf 
good  faitn  and  hone»fij  were  apparcnf  in  (he  ad- 
juster's preliminary  endeavors  to  settle  ivitliout 
an  apirraisal.  It  is  hardly  possible  to  con- 
ceive of  a  worse  "break"  on  the  part  of  an  adjust- 
er than  to  file  with  his  companies  an  "appraisal 
award"  which  would  not  "hold  water."  I  have 
therefore  referred  to  the  point,  which  is  not  per- 
haps as  fully  appreciated  by  adjusters  and  others 


as  it  should  be.  The  president  of  a  leading  com- 
pany said  not  long  ago  that  among  all  kinds  of  ad- 
justers he  had  the  least  regard  for  and  the  least 
patience  with  those  who  went  scurrying  about  the 
country  with,  as  he  put  it,  "an  appraisal  blank  in 
one  hand  and  a  proof  of  loss  blank  in  the  other." 

In  the  course  of  legal  study  (under  sec.  2)  it  will 
have  been  realized  how  dangerously  easy  it  is  for 
an  adjuster  to  create  a  waiver  of  what  would  other- 
wise constitute  a  valid  defense  for  the  insurance 
companies.  The  courts  very  properly  protect,  with 
the  utmost  jealousy,  the  assured's  rights  in  this 
connection  (as  well  as  in  all  other  matters),  and 
the  principles  of  waiver  and  non-waiver  must  not 
be  lost  sight  of  by  the  adjuster  even  for  an  instant. 
Do  we  all  realize  that  if  proofs  be  filed  and  we  raise 
one  objection,  without  reference  to  other  points  of 
objection,  such  other  points  may  be  held  by  the 
courts  to  have  been  waived  ? 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Fire  Underwriters'  Asso- 
ciation of  the  Pacific  contain  many  practical' 
papers,  or  monographs,  on  a  number  of  the  techni- 
cal questions  which  constantly  come  to  the  front 
in  the  handling  of  adjustments,  and  they  can  be 
referred  to  profitably,  as  the  occasions  arise. 

It  has  alwaj's  seemed  to  me,  by  the  way, 
that  the  ideal  attitude  of  an  adjuster  is  to 
carefully  avoid  discouraging  the  assured  in 
the  making  up  of  his  claim,  or  leaving  him 
with  the  impression  that  you  want  to  settle 
for  as  low  an  amount  as  possible.  On  the 
other  hand,  he  should  be  invited  and  encour- 
aged td  prove  all  the  loss  possible,  so  far  as  it 
comes  under  the  protection  of  insurance, 
vi-hile,  at  the  same  time,  all  the  "proof" 
which  may  be  reasonably  proper  and  possible 
should  be  steadily  demanded.  The  companies 
realize,  as  a  general  thing,  the  difiiculties  and 
responsibilities  which  attend  an  adjuster's 
work.  Do  not  be  afraid  of  criticism  for  spend- 
ing a  proper  amount  of  time  on  all  losses — ex- 
cept where  the  insurance  loss  is  hopelessly 
and  unquestionably  total.  It  is  rarely  that 
such  time  is  not  repaid,  many  fold,  hy  the  re- 
sults. It  is  a  mistake  to  attempt  to  earn  the 
reputation  of  a  "lightning  adjuster."  An  ad- 
juster should  always  remember  that  he  is  act- 
ing in  a  position  of  great  trust,  and  is  handling 
other  people's  mo)ieij.  When,  however,  he  gets 
to  a  point  in  his  investigations  where  he 
would  be  deliberately  prepared  to  pay  a  cer- 
tain amount,  if  he  were  acting  as  an  indiv- 
idual underwriter,  then  he  may  with  confi- 
dence take  proofs,  and  close  the  adjustment 
without  further  delaj'. 

The  question  of  an  insurance  salvage,  as 
such,  should  never  be  considered  for  a  moment. 

A  brief  word  of  general  advice  to  the  be- 
ginner, who  (if  he  be  not  over-confident,  in 
thinking  that  he  "knows  it  all")  may  be  un- 
duly diffident  as  to  his  abilities  to  handle  an 
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important  or  complicated  case.  First,  form 
your  opinion  as  to  whether  the  contract  fits 
the  loss,  and,  if  it  does  not,  take  such  prelim- 
inary steps  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  company,  or  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  put  the  proposition  on  a  business  basis. 
Then  proceed  on  the  assumption  that  you  have 
at  least  the  ordinary  amount  of  common  sense 
and  judgment,  even  though  j^ou  may  have  no 
special  knowledge  of  the  class  of  property  un- 
der consideration.  Do  not  attempt  to  general- 
ize or  "lump"  your  estimates  of  the  amount 
of  damage  (to  do  which  requires  great  experi- 
ence and  expert  knowledge).  Go  carefully 
and  with  painstaking  thi'ough  the  loss,  in  its 
various  divisions,  item  by  item,  seeking  for 
advice  or  information  where  you  find  you  are 
really  in  doubt.  And,  when  you  are  through, 
stand  firmly  by  your  figures,  refusing  to  make 
any  change  thei-'ein  without  good  and  sufH- 
cient  reasons.  With  such  a  method  of  pro- 
cedure, you  will  find,  in  the  great  majority  of 
cases,  that  j'our  conclusions  will  either  be  ac- 
cepted by  the  insured,  after  more  or  less  par- 
ley and  discussion,  or  substantially  endorsed 
by  the  award  of  the  appraisers,  an  appraisal 
being  the  only  logical  alternative  to  the  ac- 
ceptance by  the  assured  of  your  offer. 


Discontinued  Business  in  California  Last  Year. 
United  States  Casualty. 
Tokio  Marine. 
On  Tai. 

Transatlantic  Marine. 
Manhattan  Fire. 
Globe  Fire. 


Admitted  to  California  in  J  899. 

North  British  and  Mercantile  of  New  York. 
Victoria  Fire  of  New  York. 
Girard,  Philadelphia. 
Pelican  Assurance,  New  York. 
Phenix,  Brooklyn. 
Kings  County,  New  York. 
State  Fii-e,  Liverpool. 
New  Amsterdam,  New  York. 
Scandinavian  Mutual. 
Prot.  Fire  Ass'n,  Fresno. 
Los  Angeles  Co.  Mut.  Fire  Ass'n. 
Security  T.  &  Life  Ins.  Co.,  Philadelphia. 
San  Bernai'dino  Co.  Farmers'  Mutual  Fire 
Ins.  Co. 


was  victimized  by  a  gang  of  depredators, 
who  had  the  audacity  to  ply  their  nefarious 
business  of  fire-raising  and  blackmail  in  spite 
of  such  meagre  precautions  as  the  authorities 
took  to  thwart  them.  Only  a  week  before  my 
visit  the  chief  clerk  of  one  of  the  offices,  who 
had  courageously  declined  the  face  value  of  a 
policy  because  he  knew  that  the  property  had 
been  set  on  fire  by  this  very  gang,  had  been 
battered  senseless;  and  for  me  it  was  a  nov- 
elty, although  scarcely  exhilarating,  to  find 
that  every  insurance  agent  was  in  terror  of 
assault,  and  not  only  carried  about  a  loaded 
revolver,  but  in  some  cases  had  a  body-guard 
as  well.  But  these  blackmailers  were  but 
the  refuse,  the  scum,  the  mixture  of  Maltese, 
Neapolitan,  and  what  not,  which  helps  to  eke 
out  the  seething  mass  of  humanity  in  the 
purlieus  of  Galata  and  Stamboul,  and  it  would 
be  a  cruel  injustice  to  imagine  that  these  are 
fair  specimens  of  the  real  Turk — the  Mahom- 
medan  who  loves  his  Koran  with  all  its  ad- 
mirable precepts,  and  what  is  more,  follows 
them.  Granted  that  he  is  a  fanatic,  that  his 
religion  carries  him  away,  that  he  may  in  his 
enthusiasm  turn  bitter  and  dangerous;  but 
let  us  not  charge  him  with  dishonesty  or  de- 
ception until  we  prove  him  guilty.— The  Ver- 
satility of  an  Insurance  Career. 


The  Tl'kk.— I  have,  indeed,  always  enter- 
tained an  affectionate  regard  for  the  Mahom- 
medan  ever  since  I  visited  his  headquarters 
at  Constantinople,  and  this  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  at  that  time  insurance  business 


An  Eastern  Grievance. — A  discouraging 
thing  for  local  agents  is  the  practice  of  a  few 
field  men  and  managers  of  writing  grudgingly 
upon  a  risk  when  it  is  controlled  by  the  local 
agent,  and  manifesting  an  uncontrollable 
appetite  for  the  same  risk  when  they  have  a 
chance  to  secure  it  in  a  schedule  form  from  a 
broker.  A  small  amount  at  local  tariff  rate  is 
all  they  will  accept  upon  a  risk  from  the 
agent,  but  when  offered  by  the  broker  they 
swallow  the  whole  line  at  any  rate.  The 
jugglery  by  which  the  new  rate  sometimes 
becomes  the  tariff  rate,  and  the  frequent  offer 
to  allow  the  local  agent  one-third  of  his  usual 
commission  on  one-half  of  the  former  premium, 
may  prevent  explosions  but  will  not  remove 
discontent.  Such  dealings  are  satisfactoi-y 
evidence  to  the  assured  that  his  trusted 
friend,  the  local  agent,  has  robbed  him  and 
that  the  broker  has  rescued  him  from  a  den 
of  thieves.  The  agent  is  thus  disgraced  and 
the  broker's  hold  on  the  business  is  firmly 
clinched.  One  count  in  the  indictment 
against  trusts  is  the  discrimination  in  prices 
made  by  them.  Our  enemies  may  well  say 
that  such  discrimination  by  managers  in  favor 
of  trusts,  syndicates  and  monopolies,  is  evi- 
dence of  the  existence  of  an  insurance  trust. 
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The  excuse  for  this  kind  ofrate  cutting  "that 
the  other  fellow  was  just  going-  to"  is  not 
worth  considering.  The  excuse  that  it  was 
done  "to  save  the  business  to  the  stock  com- 
panies" is  not  sufficient.  It  were  better  that 
the  mutuals  had  the  business  than  that  loyal 
agents  should  be  disgraced  and  embittered, 
and  that  so  keen  a  weapon  should  be  pre- 
sented to  those  who  contend  that  the  ratings 
made  by  companies  are  not  equitable.  The 
one  reason  that  the  practice  can  be  used  as 
evidence  that  companies  are  giving  lower 
rates  to  trusts  than  to  owners  of  individual 
properties,  should  be  sufficient  to  cause  its 
discontinuance.  We  must  give  our  lowest 
rates  to  individuals,  independent  firms,  and 
to  independent  corporations,  if  we  expect 
legislatures  to  allow  us  to  make  an\"  rates  at 
all. — Wood  worth. 

Inspection  Bureau  Work. 

In  the  summary  of  the  work  of  the  Inspec- 
tion Bureau  we  note  the  following  changes 
for  the  better  Are  pi-otection  ot  San  Francisco : 

Wooden  ash-barrels  removed 2,007 

Defective  stove-pipes  repaired     .....     595 

Defective  chimneys  repaired 537 

Open  flue-holes  protected 1,185 

Stoves  protected 235 

Gasoline  stoves  abolished 54 

Crude  petroleum  plants  installed   ....         3 

Oily  waste  removed 72 

Electrical  changes 1,802 

Dangerous  lights  abolished    .  ....     244 

Wooden  candle-sticks  removed 110 

Defective  ranges,    furnaces,    fire  places, 

etc.,  repaired 286 

Rubbish  removed 2,833 

These  are  samples.  Altogether,  ll.S7fi 
changes  were  secured.  The  bureau  also  in- 
spected 24,682  buildings,  of  which  123  were 
a-building;  and  made  3,435  electrical  inspec- 
tions. It  is  certain  that  the  work  of  the 
bureau  must  be  conceded  a  goodly  share  of 
credit  for  San  Fx-ancisco's  favorable  loss 
experience  in  recent  years. 

The  holiday  United  States  Review  is  a 
handsome  illustrated  supplement  entitled 
"The  Underwriters  of  Philadelphia."  Por- 
traits are  given  of  the  officers  of  the  Insur- 
ance Co.  of  North  America,  Fire  Association, 
Pennsylvania  Fire,  Delawai'e,  Girard,  Frank- 
lin, American,  Union,  and  other  Philadelphia 
companies'  land  departments'  officers  and 
agents.  Brief  biographies  accompany.  This 
special  edition  of  our  contemporary  will  long 
prove  of  interest..     The  "idea"  is  a  good  one. 


Ye  Ancient  Fier. 

"To  all  Xtian  people  to  whom  these  pres- 
ents shall  come  Greeting.  Whereas  May  the 
9th  A.  D.  10(55  there  hapned  a  sudaine  &  lam- 
entable fler  in  ye  parish  of  Wortinge  neere 
Basingstoke,  in  ye  county  of  Southampton, 
which  being  cai-ried  on  by  ye  winde  and  ex- 
ceeding heat  &  drought  of  the  weather,  the 
hand  of  divine  providence  soe  disposing  of  it, 
wholy  consumed  and  burnt  downe  to  the 
ground  all  yt  was  combustible,  in,  upon,  or 
about  ye  church,  melted  the  Bells,  &  laide 
even  with  ye  ground  seven  dwelling  houses, 
eleven  barnes,  all  ye  stables  &  outhouses 
belonging  to  the  said  dwelling  houses,  to- 
gether with  all  the  corne,  hay,  household 
stuffe,  apparell,  besides  what  was  on  peoples 
backs,  they  being  at  the  same  tinie  in  Bas- 
singstoke  market,  likewise  one  maulthoase 
with  160  quarters  of  mault  in  it,  divers  swine, 
and  some  ruther  beasts  (horned  cattle)  to  the 
value  of  2,000  pounds,  &  yt  which  is  very  sad, 
burnt  a  goode  Xtian  woman  to  ashes.  By 
which  heavy  judgment  many  poore  distressed 
inhabitants  who  formerly  lived  plentifully, 
are  now  become  destitute,"  &c.,  &c. 


A  Disappearance   Case. 

Geo.  McK.  Potter  was  insured  in  the  Union 
Central  Life  Ins.  Co.  for  $1,£00.  In  the  win- 
ter of  1893  he  went  to  work  in  .  the  woods. 
Three  or  four  months  later  he  mysteriously 
disappeared  from  the  camp.  Three  days  later 
the  body  of  a  murdered  man  was  found  across 
the  line  in  New  York.  The  body  was  sup- 
posed to  be  that  of  Potter.  The  father  was 
notified  and  started  northward  to  identify 
the  remains,  but  was  delayed  and  compelled 
to  return,  by  a  flood.  Payment  of  the  insur- 
ance money  was  refused,  on  the  ground  of  in- 
sufficient evidence  of  death.  A  year  and  a 
half  later,  nothing  having  been  meantime 
heard  from  young  Potter,  the  father  had  the 
remains  of  the  murdered  man  disinterred,  and 
identified  them  as  those  of  his  son.  Suit  was 
then  begun  against  the  Union  Central,  pay- 
ment being  still  refused.  The  jury  found  for 
the  administrator.  A  new  trial  being  ob- 
tained, a  jury  recently  decided  again  against 
the  defendant  company,  and  awarded  the 
plaintiff  the  face  of  the  policy  and  four  years' 
interest.  . 

TuE  Weekly  Undei-writer  surprises  its  old 
readers  with  such  a  statement  as  this :  "The 
losses  in  California  have  been  heavy,  with 
little  insurance  on  the  bm-ned  property." 
Whew ! 
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Employers  Liability  Insarance  Business  Done  in  California   During:  the  Year  1899. 

NAME.  fVritten.  Premiumx.                Losses. 

Employers  Liability $l,5l5,000  $55,978                   $31,027 

Fidelity   &   Casualty .  l,s;3(),000  10.540                      3,301 

Frankfort  Accident  cSt  Plate  Glass   ....  (i.TnO.OllO  02,080                    23.813 

London  Guarantee  &  Accident 1.080.()(iO  7,3;"i5                      2,132 

Standard  Life  and  Accident 280  000  2,846                       1,785 

Union  Casualty  &  Surety 040.000  5.371                       1,262 

New  Amsterdam  Casualty 230,01)0  2,.540  •               ... 

Maryland  Casualty  .    .    .  " 526.000  10,084                         427 

$13,211,000  $150,923                  $51,875 

Total  previous  year .        10,872,100  128,827  48,869 

Steam  Boiler  Insurance  Business  Done  in  California  During  the  Year  1899. 

NAME.  Written.  PremiiDiis.               Losses. 

Fidelity  &  Casualty $  580,800  $2,809                .... 

Hartford  Steam  Boiler 1,854,(,33  14,934                        405 

Pacific  Surety .S04.000  4,588                 .... 

Union  Casualty  &  Surd  V 17S.000  720                           72 

Frankfort  American  .    .    '. 231, (:66  835                .... 

Maryland  Casualty  Company 90,000  618                         195 

$3,551,099  $28,775 

Total  previous  year 3,846,350  18,474 

Fidelity  and  Surety  Insurance  Business  Done  in  California  During:  the  Year  1899. 

NAME.  Written.  Premiums. 

Fidelity  &  Deposit $12.389,4J6  $39,126 

Employers  Liability 123,000  728 

Fidelity  ct  Casualty 354,100  3,934 

National  Surety 1X,348,893  30,785 

Pacific  Surety      .    .                  7,448,383  30,022 

American  Surety 9,331,238  33,487 

United  States  Fidelity  &  Guarantee  Co.    .    .       .  5,172.000  17,587 

City  Trust,  Safe  Deposit  &  Surety  Co 12,2.j0  47                .... 

$48.17S,7ft0  $155,716                $  18,149 

Total  previous  year 32,175,833  141,209                 120,988 


$500 
165 


Lasses. 


1,227 
4,420 
6.228 
3,495 


Bnrg:lary  Insurance  Business  Done  in   California  During  the  Year  1899. 

NAME.                                                      Written.  Premiums.                Losses. 

Fidelity  &  Casualty $  533,483  $  5,468                      $466 

New  Amsterdam  Casualty 51,383  444                .... 

$574,766  $5,912 

Plate  Glass  Insurance  Business  Done  in  California  During  the  Year  1899. 

NAME.                                                      Written.  Premiums. 

Fidelity  &  Casualty $  155.557  $  2,70() 

Frankfort  Accident"" &;  Plate  Glass 49li3u5  •3,365 

Lloyds  Plate  Glass ....  2,205 

Metropolitan  Plate  Glass 2,023 

New  York  Plate  Glass ...  6,337 

Pacific  Surety 28,830  865 

Union  Casualty  &  Surety ■ 37,315  638 

Maryland  Casualty  Co 4,218  *   133 

$:i79,860  $17,623 

Total  previous  year 668,835  9,655 

Title  Insarance  Business  Done  in  California  During  the  Year  1899. 

NAME.                                                      Written.  Premiums. 

California  Title  Insurance  it  Trust  Co $4,340,300  $,54,687 

Title  Insurance  &  Trust  Co 1,237,145  6,000 

$5,577,445  $d0,6s7                    $3,475 

Total  previous  year 4,055,633  29,346                     4,906 


$466 


Losses. 
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Accident  Insurance  Business  Done  in  California  During  the  Year  1899. 

NAMi:.                                                       Written.  I'roniiiins. 

^tna $  6,62;i70()  $  18,3:};{ 

Employers  Liiibilitv         .           1,815,0(10  9, 07;-! 

fidelity  &  Casualty     ll,2i;;5,!ir)0  85  104 

Fi'aukfort  Accident  iSc  Plate  Glass 1,T07,0(;()  l:3,'.i:!7 

London  Guarantee  &  Accident 879,500  ;5,502 

Pacific  Mutual  Life 14,344. S."0  105,(523 

Preferred  Accident      14,93S,5(10  30,410 

Standard  Life  &  Accident 4,309,5(10  21.(533 

Travelers       13,590,150  40,(557 

Union  Casualty  &  Suretv 893,000  3,227 

Frankfort-American 30,000  113 

New  Amsterdam  Casualty  Co 43,500  197 

Maryland  Casualty  .    .    .  ' 462,500  839 

$70,008,150  $278,420 

Total  previous  year 01,027,050  237,215 

Salary  Insurance. 

NAME.                                                       Written.  Premiums. 

Provident  Security $  1,803  $46 

Credit  Indemnity. 

NAME.                                                       Written.  Premiums. 

Ocean,  Accident  &  Guarantee $1,8000  $1,025 


Lnsscs. 

$3,711 
3,35(5 

24,644 
«,21() 
1,114 

34,810 

15,432 
8.822 
6,918 
3,731 
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$108,376 
94,879 


Losses. 


Losses. 


It  is  about  time  for  this  story  from 
"Tales  a,  Thousand  Years  Old"  to  re- 
appear in  the  youngfer  brood  of  insurance 
papers.  The  story  is  due.  We  anticipate 
the  new  insurance  journalist  with  the 
following  antique  gem:  Dr.  Henry  Scud- 
der  relates  a  case  of  Oriental  justice  that 
could  hardly  be  outdone  for  sharp  and 
subtle  discriminations.  Four  men,  part- 
ners in  business,  bought  some  cotton 
bales.  That  the  rats  might  not  destroy 
the  cotton,  they  purchased  a  cat.  They 
agreed  that  each  of  the  four  should  own 
a  particular  leg  of  the  cat;  and  each 
adorned  with  beads  and  other  ornaments 
the  leg  thus  apportioned  to  him.  The 
cat,  by  an  accident,  injured  one  of  its  legs. 
The  owner  of  that  member  wound  about 
it  a  rag  soaked  in  oil.  The  cat,  going  too 
near  the  fire,  set  the  rag  on  fire  and,  be- 
ing in  great  pain,  rushed  in  among  the 
cotton  bales  where  she  was  accustomed  to 
hunt  rats.  The  cotton  thereby  took  fire 
and  was  burned  up.  It  was  a  total  loss. 
The  three  other  partners  brought  an 
action  to  recover  the  value  of  the  cotton 
against  the  fourth  partner  who  owned  the 
particular  leg  of  the  cat.  The  judge  ex- 
amined the  case  and  decided  thus:  "The 
leg  that  had  the  oil  rag  on  it  was  hurt; 


the  cat  could  not  use  that  leg — in  fact  it 
held  up  that  leg  and  ran  with  the  other 
three  legs.  The  three  unhurt  legs  there- 
fore carried  the  fire  to  the  cotton  and  are 
alone. culpable.  The  injured  leg  is  not  to 
be  blamed.  The  three  partners  who 
owned  the  three  legs  with  which  the  cat 
ran  to  the  cotton  will  pay  the  whole  value 
of  the  bales  to  the  partner  who  was  the 
proprietor  of  the  injured  leg." 


In  commissions,  salaries  and  agency  ex- 
penses the  Mutual  Life's  percentage  to 
premiums  is  17.20;  the  New  York  Life's, 
16.19:  the  Equitable  Life's,  14.57.  In 
gross  expenses,  the  Mutual's  percentage 
is  27.50;  the  New  York's,  26.17;  theEquit- 
able's  23.37.  In  commissions  on  new 
business,  the  Mutual  has  further  bad 
priority,  with  68.04;  New  York  55.29; 
Equitable,  49.75. 


The  seventeen  life  companies  of  I^rance 
issued  45,685  new  policies  in  '98  as  against 
28,336  in  '97.  The  average  sum  of  the 
policies  was  $1,575,  which  ranks  second 
to  the  American — thirty-six  admitted  to 
New  York — in  average  amount  of  new 
policies,  which  was  $2,175,  the  highest 
average. 
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Preferred  Accident  Insurance  Company's  Gains. 

The  statement  of  the  Pi-eferred  Acci- 
denblnsuranceCompany,  of  New  York,  has 
been  issued  promptly.  The  showing  is  a 
good  one.  Assets  and  surplus  have  been 
largely  increased. 

The  assets  are  now  $779,385.  This  is  a 
gain  of  about  $112,000,  or  17  per  cent. 
The  surplus  to  policyholders  is  $365,124, 
a  gain  of  over  $41,000.  The  premium  in- 
come was  $952,053,  against  $824,399  in  the 
previous  year. 

The  growth  of  this  very  liberal  com- 
pany has  been  remarkable  indeed.  Since 
IS^'S  the  premium  income  and  assets  have 
increased  ten-fold.  Take  the  above  fig- 
ures and  divide  by  ten,  and  the  results 
will  exceed  the  premiums  and  assets  of 
the  Preferred  in  1888. 

Manager  Thomas  Godwin  of  the  Pacific 
department  is  doing  a  flourishing  busi- 
ness. His  California  figures,  printed  in 
this  month's  Coast  Review,  show  note- 
worthy gains  in  amount  written  and  in 
premiums.  The  Preferred  has  a  very 
satisfactory  record  in  this  field,  from  both 
the  claimants'  and  the  managers'  point 
of  view.  Losses  have  been  paid  jiromptly 
and  liberally,  and  the  consequent  prog- 
ress made  in  new  business  has  been  much 
to  the  liking  of  the  management,  both 
here  and  in  New  York. 


Prefer  the  Old-Established  Liability  Companies. 

One  of  our  i-eaders  asks  us  to  name  and 
recommend  a  sound  liability  insurance 
company'.  It  is  hardly  the  province  of 
the  Coast  Review  to  recommend  any  sin- 
gle company,  or  any  several  companies 
either. 

But,  appreciating  the  doubtful  frame 
of  mind  of  the  inquirer,  who  has  heard  of 
the  disastrous  failures  of  big  and  little 
liability  companies,  we  are  inclined  to  ad- 
vise him  to  give  decided  preference  to  the 
old  established  liability  companies.  That 
is  a  safe  course.  On  the  otiier  hand,  it  is 
not  entirely  safe  to  place  business  with 
the  new  liability  companies. 

The  new  liability  companies  are  with- 
out experience.  They  must  experiment. 
Whether  the  results  will   be  at   the   ex- 


pense of  stockholders  or  claimants,  time 
alone  can  decide.  Where  there  is  a 
choice  between  the  old  and  tried  and  the 
new  and  untried,  the  selection  of  the 
prudent  employer  can  not  be  in  doubt. 

Old-established  liability  companies  in 
this  field  are  the — 

Employers  Liability, 

Fidelity  (&  Casualty, 

Franl-fort, 

Standard. 


New    Policies    of    the    Mutual    Benefit    Life 
Ins.  Co. 

This  stalwart  New  Jersey  company  has 
gone  on  a  3  per  cent,  interest  basis.  The 
advance  in  rates  on  ordinary  life  con- 
tracts is  nominal;  on  limited  payment 
policies  the  advance  is  more,  inversely 
according  to  the  number  of  payments;  on 
endowment  policies  the  rates  are  lower. 

All  the  liberal  features  of  the  old  pol- 
icies are  preserved,  and  others  are  added. 
The  insured  has  the  right  to  change  the 
beneficiary,  and  to  have  the  proceeds 
paid  in  installments,  or  i-etained  a  stipu- 
lated time  and  a  3  per  cent,  annuity  paid. 
The  dividends  may  be  applied  in  various 
ways,  among  which  is  the  acceleration  of 
the  maturity  of  the  policy  as  an  endow- 
ment. 

These  are  desirable  policj^  forms,  and 
will  prove  i-eady  sellers.  Applications  for 
agencies  should  be  sent  to  Manager  Mun- 
sell  of  San  Francisco  and  to  other  rep- 
i-esentatives  of  the'  Mutual  Benefit  Life 
Insurance  Co. 

Locals  and  specials  and  others  inter- 
ested in  the  legal  aspect  ef  insurance — 
and  what  intelligent  insurance  man  is 
not? — will  find  our  review  of  "A  Year's 
Decisions  of  the  Courts,"  begun  in  the 
January  number  a  very  interesting  and 
serviceable  abstract,  arranged  according 
to  subject.  The  Coast  Review  is  the  only 
journal  printing  such  a  legal  review. 


The  management  expenses  of  the  life 
companies  of  Fi-ance  are  the  lowest.  They 
are  two  per  cent,  lower  than  the  English, 
which  is  the  next  lowest.  The  American 
are  the  highest. 
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SIX  YEARS'  CALIFORNIA  FIRE  PREMIUMS. 

{Previously  [ssiied  as  an  Extra.) 


Name  of  Company. 


California  Companies. 

Fireman's  Fund 

Home  Mutual 

Other  State  Companies. 

^tna 

American,  Boston 

American,  Newark 

American,  New  York 

American,  Philadelphia  .... 
American  Central 

Agricultural 

Assurance  Co.  of  America  .  .  . 
Boston 

Commercial  Union  Fire     .    . 

Connecticut 

Continental 

Equitable 

Fire  Association 

Franklin 

German-American 

Girard  

Greenwich         

Hanover  

Hartford      .    . 

Home 

Insurance  Co.  of  North  America 
Insurance  Co.  of  State  of  Penn  . 
Kings  County 

Magdeburg 

Mercantile .    .    .   . 

Merchants,  Newark 

Milwaukee  Mechanics 

National 

National  Standard      

Niagara 

N.  W.  National 

Norwalk 

North  German 

Orient 

Pelican 

Pennsylvania        

Phenix,  Brooklyn . 

Phoenix,  Hartford 

Providence- Washington  .  .  . 
Queen  Ins.  Co.  of  America  .  .  . 
Springfield      

St.  Paul 

Teutonia  

Thuringia-Amerlcah      


1899 


294,142 
133,975 


130,898 
13,147 
33,759 

23,983 
62, 190 
33,398 

23,392 
2,423 
12,692 

3,012 

75-113 
1 20, 286 

18,797 
39,271 
63,101 

155,141 
10,191 
24,685 

47,332 
188,571 
190,420 

84,174 

16,387 

1,658 

4,122 

9,100 

48,039 

90,937 

71,215 

1,669 

27,312 

77,646 

7,001 

4,075 

•    19,258 

7,026 

104,05  9 

15,521 

102,413 

27,431 
60,381 
50,850 

31,528 
21,755 
20,533 


1898 


360,562 
165,777 


171,758 
14,333 
36,167 

13,056 
66, 250 

38,823 

20, 50S 
2,678 
6,302 

2,285 
75,688 
119,516 


53,640 
70,210 

165,655 


30,527 

55,629 
228,156 
147,840 

104,078 
16,132 


1,688 

7,992 

48,605 

91,394 

82,188 

1,713 

29,257 

148,851 
12,682 


26,378 


111,639 
121,012 


25,710 
81,183 
54,803 

29, 105 

20,766 

5,657 


1897 


$  261,344 
127,828 


136,218 

781 

33,349 


58.784 
25,039 

6,366 
2,760 
1,984 

4,834 
49,006 
64,644 


33.193 
31,052 

141,248 


9,541 

43,616 

171,683 

84.667 

65,025 
15,489 


1896 


209.275 
108,074 


111,317 


26,363 


,50,176 
17,909 


1895 


*  275,339 
122,140 


140,302 


28,966 


38.306 
25,819 


1,472 
47,941 

37,785 


36,319 
11,055 

91,027 


670 

28,620 

58,. 350 

1,624 

10,134 
93,765 
10,091 


24,720 


111,402 
'84,667 


19,549 
69,423 
40,078 

20, 104 
9,969 


14,412 

33,991 
141,003 

96,453 

65,000 
12,572 


22,436 
55,356 


25,126 


20,650 


125,748 
96,453 

19,119 

68,183 

31,717 
15,346 


40,796 
72,469 


52,751 
11,719 

103,609 


16,316 

37,726 
168,742 
149,125 

75,152 
14,369 


25,746 
70,201 


24,612 


22.775 


34,422 
158,110 
149,125 

17,836 
59,648 
47,033 

22,433 


1894 


*  350,338 
176,599 


161,522 


32,747 

33,608 
42,731 
46,711 

28,119 


50.757 
146,011 


50,695 
26,543 

138,992 

7,901 

15,077 

64,340 
190, 107 
87,022 

82,487 
15,736 


18,322 

48,068 
83,124 


46,782 
46,868 


35,814 


39,134 
195,028 
87,022 

20,915 
87,104 
53,962 

26,015 
14,398 
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Six  Years'  California  Fire  Premiums — Concluded. 


Name  of  Company. 


Traders    

Union 

United  States 

Victoria 

Westchester 

Williamsburg  City 

Total  American 

Foreign  Compayiies. 

Aachen  &  Munich 

Alliance    .    .  

Atlas     

Baloise 

British  America       

Caledonian 

Commercial  Union 

Hamburg-Bremen 

Helvetia-Swiss  Fire  .       .    .    . 

Imperial 

Lancashire     

Law  Union  &  Crown     .    .   .    . 

Lion 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe 
London  &  Northern 

London  &  Lancashire    .   .    .    . 

Magdeburg 

Manchester 

New  Zealand 

North  British  &  Mercantile  . 
North  German  Fire 

Norwich  Union     .    .       .    .   .    . 

Palatine 

Phoenix 

Prussian  National 

Royal 

Royal  Exchange 

Scottish  Union  &  National  .    . 

State,  Liverpool 

Sun 

Svea 

Thuringia       

Transatlantic  Fire      ... 

Union        

Western  Assurance 

Total  Foreign 

Grand  Total 


1899 


12,804 
18,042 
13,430 

4,504 
51,318 

54,447 


$2,334,192 


85,429 
69,951 
91,527 

10,348 
37.543 
56,253 

106,397 
91,908 
34,632 

74,618 
85,521 
28,753 

4r,494 

184,842 

112,371 

187,823 
57,258 
77,798 

41,565 
95,389 
91,523 

101,970 
96,081 
90,042 

40,217 
146,732 
107,265 

71,409 

4-438 

67,171 

90,770 
162,073 
98,329 

58,731 
52,217 


#2,850,388 


I898 


13,065 
20,796 
9,425 


61,889 
58,361 


1897 


10,579 
19,696 
7,667 


40,494 
22,548 


*3, 063, 475  #2,094,315 


5  95.888 
106,488 
122,726 

11,250 

32,747 
68,488 

135,079 
122,642 

44,346 

105,227 

116,156 

25,990 

54,029 
233,388 
137,624 

271,244 
69,896 
97,925 

70, 283 
115.249 
108.453 

125,096 
118,722 
120,762 

51,517 
182,358 

15,^,-^90 
84,429 


95,759 

96,024 

187,730 
98,867 

75.852 
52,955 


$3,588,479 


$5,612,697 


I  74.282 
84,009 
73,103 

8,931 
2 1 , 1 27 
70,769 

117,068 
92,510 
37,670 

83,076 
78,531 


51,112 
172,810 
79,350 

188,897 
61,635 
92,353 

61,087 
95.562 

68,778 

82,986 

131.845 
82,820 

38,771 
140,102 
101,273 

61,306 


1896 


2,332 
6,286 


26.764 
6, 293 


#1,657,727 


i,  82,777 
37.782 
61,045 

6,279 
14,461 
67,185 

1 1.3.985 
72,897 
29,409 

.38,4.35 
77,972 


1895 


9,513 


44,662 
7,619 


80,255 

80, 204 
125.331 
53,195 

40,799 
30,807 


$2,662,354  *2, 142,797 


33,768 
158,806 
71,785 

158,381 
51,418 

81,587 

40,015 
72,225 
60,400 

56.852 
107,772 
68,966 

36.936 
137,235 
93,210 

52,341 
64,120 

49.598 
22.325 

59,633 

33.9.38 
29,248 


*2, 137,983 


*  59,626 
81,590 
83,395 

7,193 

2.3,533 
72,997 

134.038 
90,652 
35,595 

53-189 
109,329 


43.414 
179,645 

78,484 

209,676 
54,614 
91.130 

91,191 
74,998 
77,915 

92,285 

169.743 

78.741 

41,821 
92,285 
97,760 

64-509 


1894 


29,341 

5,226 

15,408 


72,517 
13,001 


#2,329,097 


i  66,002 
104,757 
97-435 

16,762 
33,608 

80,748 

191,076 
96,602 

77,000 

84,804 
86,845 


78,988 
30,303 


76,953 

44,218 
31,378 


#6,651,945  $4,756,669 


#3,802,197 


$2,566,600  #3,367,692 


54,239 
263,396 
120,453 

315,288 
89.775 
98,453 

93,398 
135,246 
104,298 

78,751 
205,652 
106,306 

102,622 

78,751 
102,942 

76,084 


143,870 


23,905 


94,290 

62,429 
44,811 


#4,704,584 


*6, 3,37, 060 
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Ten  Years'    California    Life    Business. 


Company. 

Date  Began  Business. 
San  Francisco  Representative 


EQUITABLE   LIFE 

New  York.    1859. 

Capital $      100.000 

Assets 280,000,000 

Surplus 62,000,000 

In  force- 1,050,000,000 

A.  M.  Shields,  Manager. 


MANHATTAN   LIFE 

New  York.    1850. 

Capital $    100,000 

Assets 15.322,560 

Surplus (,0.^6,743 

In  force 57.166,444 

Jno.  Landers,  General  Agent. 


MASSACHUSETTS  MUTUAL  . 

Springfield.    1851. 
No  Capital  Stock. 

Assets 823.819,937 

Surplus 1,984,822 

In  force. 123,980,438 

C    M.  T.  Parker,  Manager. 


^TNA  LIFE 

Hartford.    1850. 

Capital $  1,750,000 

Assets 57.85o.3<:'o 

Surplus 5,442.216 

In  force 168,449.790 

H.  B.  Houghton,  Manager. 


CONNECTICUT  MUTUAL  .   .    . 

Hartford.    1846. 
No  Capital  Stock. 

Assets 164.187,755 

Surplus 7,521,909 

In  force 158,078,850 

A.  K.  P.  Harmon,  Jr.,  Dist.  Supt. 


GERMANIA  LIFE 

New  York.     1850. 

Capital $       200,000 

Assets 25,211,910 

Surplus 2.939.271 

In  force 76,556,268 

W.  A.  Jacobs,  Manager. 


HOME  LIFE 

New  York.     i860. 

Capital $      125,000 

Assets 11,348,859 

Surplus 1,203,278 

In  force 49.258,697 

Wm.  H.  Dunphy,  Managet. 


0 

New  Policies         | 

Insurance 

Insurance 

Losses 

Written 

Renewed. 

in 

and  En- 
do  wm's 

«i 

No. 

Amount. 

Pre'ms, 

Amount . 

Pre'ms. 

Force. 

Paid. 

[900 

133 

$318,000 

$16,780 

$1,888,456 

$67,998 

$2,380,553 

$47-934 

S99 

238 

681,800 

28,217 

1,656,856 

59.759 

2,445.484 

72.403 

1898 

119 

301,000 

10,582 

1,581.677 

55.443 

2,001,915 

60,910 

1897 

188 

508,500 

17,180 

1,454,877 

51.591 

2,049,412 

57,524 

1896 

193 

472,600 

17,142 

1,303,847 

47,078 

1.831,340 

44.652 

1895 

107 

260,000 

7,858 

1,221,995 

46,085 

1.585.481 

56,327 

1894 

104 

205,350 

6,612 

1,238,821 

47,493 

1.589.727 

64.664 

1893 

155 

340,600 

10,074 

1,177.521 

46.185 

1,672,604 

39,423 

1892 

117 

264,500 

9-043 

1,159.921 

44,932 

1.558.794 

18,287 

1 891 

115 

352,500 

13.969 

1,027,428 

40,776 

1,454,534 

33,135 

1900 

321 

659.500 

22,984 

3,914.400 

139.595 

5,325,039 

132.258 

1899 

235 

452,500 

18,432 

3.759.900 

130,807 

4,944,678 

150,558 

1898 

302 

549.500 

16,158 

3.657.400 

128,512 

4.921.753 

112,011 

1S97 

292 

516.500 

14,648 

3.595.600 

119.531 

4,720,513 

133.640 

1896 

390 

745.500 

22,956 

3.535.500 

125.614 

4.815,251 

114,914 

1895 

254 

535.000 

18,846 

3,422,650 

121,406 

4.532.776 

133.13I' 

1894 

303 

699,000 

14.951 

3.417.727 

126.912 

4,563,960 

97.472 

'893 

355 

813,500 

32,232 

3.305.300 

113.948 

4.639.134 

112,134 

1892 

254 

715.750 

28.177 

3,024,800 

lt6,201 

4,339,829 

70,900 

189 1 

169 

652,500 

22,941 

2,751,400 

87.965 

4,016,360 

63.525 

1900 

1280 

3,517,332 

142,610 

14,108,217 

555.710 

19,277,149 

324,157 

1899 

134 1 

3.515,396 

149.947 

13,678,797 

505,564 

17.336.489 

221,963 

1898 

1612 

4,561,210 

187.925 

12,281,402 

480,610 

18.447,796 

186,631 

1897 

906 

2,300.000 

78,804 

12,362,620 

468,302 

15,822,712 

179,810 

1896 

742 

2,054,399 

69,163 

12,231,799 

443,995 

15,052.765 

252,268 

1895 

1083 

3-888,723 

121,244 

11,271,975 

466,414 

15,890.401 

254.990 

1894 

985 

2,798,000 

100,531 

12,448,900 

501,580 

15,784,066 

231,934 

1893 

773 

3.014,600 

113.210 

11,791,017 

463.483 

14,970.717 

214,071 

1892 

899 

4.246,000 

187,878 

11,013-338 

437,294 

13,614,838 

142.319 

1891 

733 

3,551,500 

167,376 

9,513,000 

391,182 

12,153,780 

195.417 

igoo 

595 

1,062,250 

40,436 

2,433-500 

102,342 

4,196.554 

151. 107 

1899 

364 

663.500 

28.771 

2,287,800 

92,419 

3,7^6.627 

55.200 

1898 

297 

502,500 

18,036 

2,129,800 

84.586 

3,357.490 

27,326 

1897 

320 

613,087 

21,340 

1,996,800 

80,665 

3.359,229 

97.425 

1896 

217 

506,774 

21,044 

l-787,30Q 

75,673 

3,'-'58,3i3 

113,787 

1895 

367 

803,500 

33,1.58 

1,677-300 

66.625 

3,352.300 

105,629 

1894 

256 

635.454 

24,042 

2,332,349 

63,680 

2,530,504 

82,392 

1893 

33 

111,215 

3,149 

2,386.331 

70,201 

2,567,580 

130,613 

1892 

15 

69,500 

3,366 

3,618,873 

78,762 

3786,173 

41.563 

1891 

31 

285,500 

14,342 

3,374,936 

67,826 

3,718,236 

70,794 

1900 

273 

503,980 

19-183 

1,710,000 

66.551 

2,231,807 

20,750 

1899 

187 

320,636 

10,482 

1,565,500 

60,470 

1,887,612 

24.150 

1898 

195 

376,470 

13.984 

1,417.500 

55.304 

X. 795,646 

34,000 

1897 

114 

225.034 

7,673 

1,359,000 

53,875 

1,571,864 

26,260 

1896 

211 

474,692 

16,164 

i,io6,oto 

44,512 

1.555,090 

3,030 

1895 

78 

217-363 

8,456 

1,194,000 

49,409 

1,376,898 

35,000 

1894 

114 

351.820 

18,091 

1,181,000 

49.580 

1,487,095 

5,000 

1893 

156 

505-675 

21,147 

1,109,333 

47,7.56 

1,552,413 

57,500 

1892 

135 

461,835 

21,328 

818.833 

34,579 

1,214,168 

22,500 

1891 

178 

676,133 

27,358 

537,000 

22,116 

1,206,633 

6,500 

1900 

232 

704,716 

39,662 

2,865,000 

109,093 

4,052,152 

64,616 

1899 

219 

761,000 

35,088 

2,882,791 

107,839 

3,935,006 

72,695 

1898 

160 

369.2,50 

14,170 

2,987,295 

110,522 

3,470,281 

68,055 

1897 

134 

433.085 

14,562 

3,103,400 

116,033 

3,597.750 

82,897 

1896 

147 

624,482 

20,225 

2,883-784 

106,925 

3.919,294 

61,160 

1895 

198 

752.964 

24,109 

2.942,204 

105,173 

4,052,639 

41,385 

1894 

130 

355-343 

9,911 

3,104,109 

113,866 

3.992.173 

35,510 

1893 

263 

i.ic8,75i 

35,168 

2.975-554- 

106,153 

4.307.528 

50,546 

1892 

420 

1,204,120 

44,091 

2,727.137 

102,685 

4,052,701 

125,414 

1891 

436 

1,539.279 

59,912 

2,879,427 

87.025 

4,019,706 

47.300 

1900 

115 

226,000 

8,223 

748,500 

26,412 

974.500 

22,500 

1899 

94 

181,500 

7,378 

695,000 

23,900 

876,500 

15,272 

1898 

92 

159,000 

6.376 

633,000 

22,572 

792,000 

7,434 

1897 

78 

131,500 

4.431 

597,000 

21,125 

728,000 

1,957 

1896 

100 

20S.000 

6,886 

538,000 

18,172 

746,000 

8,129 

1895 

125 

288,500 

10,124 

424.500 

10.865 

713,000 

8,000 

1894 

116 

216,000 

6,249 

311,000 

10,341 

527.000 

5,000 

1893 

144 

358,500 

12,097 

110,000 

3.689 

468,500 

6.033 

1892 

56 

169,000 

3.129 

5,000 

167 

174, coo 

4,500 
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Ten  Years'  California  Life  Business— Continued. 


Company. 

Date  Began  Business. 

San  Francisco  Representative. 


New   Policies 
Written. 


No. 


Amount. 


Pre'ms. 


Insurance 
Renewed. 


Amount . 


Pre'ms. 


Insurance 


Force. 


Losses 
and  En- 
do  wm's 
Paid. 


MUTUAL  BENEFIT 

Newark.  N.  J.     1845. 
No  Capital  Stock. 

Assets $69,419,717 

Surplus 5,623.693 

In  force 265,266,269 

James  Munsell,  Jr.,  Manager. 


MUTUAL  LIFE 

New  York.    1S43. 
No  Capital  Stock. 
Assets.  .   .  .  ■.   .$277,517,325 

Surplus 44,458,684 

In  force 971,711,998 

A.  B.  Forbes  &Son,  Gen.  Agts. 


NATIONAL  LIFE 

Montpelier,  Vt.    1850. 
No  Capital  Stock. 

Assets $  17,738,861 

Surplus 1,874,922 

In  force 89,890,026 

G.  M.  Stolp,  Manager. 


NEW  ENGLAND  MUTUAL .   . 
Boston.    1843. 
No  Capital  Stock. 

Assets $29,544,428 

Surplus 2,705.772 

Inforce 110,281,154 

H.  K.  Field,  General  Agent. 


NEW  YORK  LIFE 

New  York.    1845. 
No  Capital  Stock. 

Assets $   236.450,348 

Surplus    ....         37,927,785 
Inforce    ....    1,061,871,985 
Chas.  A.  McLane,  Manager. 


NORTHWESTERN  MUTUAL  . 
Milwaukee,  Wis. '  1858. 
No  Capital  Stock. 

Assets $115,446,643 

Surplus 25,367,602 

Inforce 457,712,738 

Clarence  M  Smith,  Gen.  Agt. 


PACIFIC  MUTUAL 

San  Francisco.    1868. 

Capital $       200,000 

Assets 3,729.993 

Surplus 330,673 

In  force,  ordinary    21,255,954 
In  force,  industrial 

and  ordinary  .   .    33,035.183 
Kilgarif  &  Beaver,  Gen.  Agts. 


1900 

233 

I89Q 

243 

l8qS 

211 

1897 

201 

1896 

199 

1S95 

122 

1S94 

107 

iSq; 

110 

1892 

166 

1891 

I5.S 

19CO 

1953 

1899 

1302 

1S98 

990 

1897 

1530 

1S96 

1798 

1895 

1578 

1894 

1747 

1893 

1820 

1892 

1264 

189 1 

II22 

1 90c 

186 

1899 

m 

189S 

224 

1897 

161 

1896 

233 

1895 

210 

1894 

221 

i8g,i 

310 

1892 

277 

1891 

197 

1900 

629 

1899 

522 

1898 

478 

[897 

281 

1896 

250 

[89  s 

268 

tSqi 

Sii 

1893 

257 

[892 

243 

1891 

261 

19^0 

1642 

l8qp 

1246 

[898 

1365 

[897 

1149 

1896 

1353 

[89s 

1869 

1894 

1791 

[893 

1572 

1892 

1346 

1891 

855 

1900 

669 

1899 

681 

1898 

490 

1897 

371 

1896 

333 

[895 

249 

1894 

393 

189.^ 

392 

1S92 

394 

1891 

319 

1900 

933 

1899 

767 

1898 

603 

1897 

559 

1896 

473 

1895 

388 

1894 

292 

1893 

311 

1892 

362 

1891 

262 

$661,500 

$30,255 

672,450 

29,157 

607,650 

30.357 

616,850 

23,680 

578,750 

21,173 

405,100 

16,347 

407,800 

13,917 

404.500 

16,126 

629.650 

27,142 

567-650 

21.291 

4.657,485 

233,068 

2,836,042 

175,417 

2,647,728 

122,019 

3,652,545 

151,670 

4,969,261 

224.192 

4,218,506 

178,078 

5,375,796 

233,735 

6,716,451 

313,595 

5,148,073 

261,219 

4,817.436 

232,827 

437,000 

14,434 

425,000 

14,321 

448,000 

15,717 

369,500 

11,246 

501.121 

17,825 

443,000 

15,435 

488,500 

13.880 

693,500 

23,052 

711.500 

27,494 

681,500 

22,173 

1,036,000 

40,418 

873.500 

33,881 

■  926,500 

37,064 

508,000 

22,146 

622,500 

25,487 

573.500 

24,054 

775,250 

32,778 

843,000 

32,898 

790,500 

30,219 

773,000 

29,517 

3,63r.385 

152,493 

2,720,554 

103.876 

3.075.510 

111,352 

2,673.285 

96,713 

3.696,670 

138,522 

6.753.000 

264,652 

7.920,440 

345,784 

6,700,470 

264,152 

6.182,500 

262,389 

4,846,500 

222,895 

1,628,910 

69.775 

1,607,342 

63,962 

1. 151. 150 

56.354 

963,359 

36,562 

681,680 

25,429 

617,500 

20,517 

961.000 

35,030 

1,135,000 

41,796 

1,383,000 

52,262 

1,101,000 

40,906 

1,527,588 

60,293 

1,432,000 

55,192 

1,250,124 

49,467 

1,111.500 

45.560 

1,060.500 

43,520 

9(0,500 

39,634 

873.500 

37,320 

971,186 

48,559 

1,084,085 

40,931 

874-637 

37,802 

$4,053,365 
3,623.975 
3,350,952 

3,128,686 
2,879,150 
3,039,224 
2,912,928 
2,989,500 
2,828,618 
2,587,200 

20,986,200 
20,617,350 
20,218,100 
19,922,550 
19,359  800 
18,919,650 
19.374,850 
17,802,950 
16,170,400 
14,990,900 

2,122,038 
1,883,800 
1,674,000 
1,590,250 
1,570.000 
1,558,500 
1,512,500 
1,280,000 
1,067,000 
580,500 

5,511.500 
4,908,500 
4,804.500 
4,748,000 
4,847,250 
4,777,750 
5,107,500 
4,910,000 
4,633,000 
4,583.000 

17,317,418 
16,033.852 
15,440,244 
13,891,250 
14,106,000 
13,810,000 
13,130,200 
10,243,000 
9.227.500 
8,142,500 

8,529,543 
7,175.886 
5.420,000 
6,679,043 
6,199,025 

5,958,947 
4,813,000 
4.956,529 
3,517,100 
2,828,052 

6,867,312 

6,587,525 
6,290,979 
6,229,800 
6,258,800 
6,163,000 
6,044,000 
5,558,500 
5,365,000 
5,294,000 


$154,576 
138,765 
130,802 
120,137 
114,915 
117,031 
116,029 
116,028 
110,189 
105,497 

877,121 
875,177 
856,834 
871,551 
865,483 
857,582 
882,985 
812,181 
721,818 
666,794 

76,911 
69,887 
62,760 
60.808 
58.964 
57.614 
56.562 
49.514 
39,310 
21,020 

204,912 
202,226 
189,343 
185.581 
186,264 
186,309 
201,657 
195,733 
183,428 
179,914 

604,737 
560,846 
535,169 
496,918 
525,260 
476,442 
469,557 
420,138 
350,648 
335,275 

255,687 
217,592 
201,513 
196,459 
185,554 
179,054 
167.018 
150,579 
132,317 
142,460 

266,043 
258,422 
251,896 
293.916 
294,126 
292,010 
290,792 
282,173 
260,820 
247,980 


$5,009,769 
4,576,132 
4,231,819 
3,859,565 
3,732,438 
3,687,148 
3,518,122 
3,570,131 
3,553,021 
3,280,403 

28,682,251 
26,699,218 
26,533,244 
26,026,710 
26.260,402 
24,965,789 
26,887,052 
26,135,316 
22,888,633 
21,663,444 

2,559.038 
2,308,800 
2,122,000 

1.959.750 
2,071,121 
2,001,500 
2,001,000 
1,073.500 
1,778,500 
1,262,000 

6,119,167 

6,361,374 
6.382.367 
5,911,568 
6,100,726 
5,939.490 
6,417,028 
6,289,408 
5,944.230 
5,864,653 

22,643.875 
20,446.248 
20,014.580 
19,354,172 
18,394,670 
20,875,000 
21,572,140 
17.319.970 
14,785,625 
12,847.500 

10,728.574 
9,359,009 
7.055,000 
8,042,402 
6,914,705 
6,596.447 
5,974,000 

5-059,529 
4,845,100 
3,929,052 

8,690.520 
8,088,060 
7,756,068 
7,550,757 
7.528.737 
7,353,559 
7.149.963 
6-746,735 
6.578,848 
6,436,628 
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Ten  Years'  California  Life  Business— Concluded. 


Company. 

Date  Began  Business. 

San  Fkancisco  Representative. 


New   Policies 
Written. 


No. 


Amount.  Pre'ms 


Insurance 
Renewed. 


Amount.    Pre'ms 


Insurance 


Force. 


Losses 
and  En- 
do  wm' 3 
Paid. 


1847. 


PENN 

Philadelphia. 
No  Capital  Stock. 

Assets $  39,460,480 

Surplus J, 996, 620 

In  force 185,528,746 

Hart  &  Wooster,  Managers. 


PHCENIX   MUTUAL 

Hartford.      1851. 
No  Capital  Stock. 
Assets    .    .  '.   .   .$  11.660,131 

Surplus 666,321 

In  force 51,170,732 

Hicks  &  Magee,  Managers. 


1875- 


PROVIDENT  SAVINGS    . 
New  York. 

Capital $       100,000 

Assets 2,850,211 

Surplus 693,332 

In  force 92,592,137 

Carl  C.  Gross,  Manager. 


TRAVELERS. 


Hartford.     1866. 

Capital $    1,000,000 

Assets 20,896,685 

Surplus 2,976,425 

In  force 88,243,267 


UNION    CENTRAL  .... 
Cincinnati. 

Capital $       100,000 

Assets 20,786,431 

Surplus 2,573,713 

In  force 120,573,677 


1867. 


UNION  MUTUAL 

Portland.  Me.     1S49. 
No  Capital  Stock. 

Assets $    7,544,227 

Surplus 558,479 

In  force 42,222,364 

W.  C.  Leavitt,  Manager. 


WASHINGTON    LIFE 

New  York.    i860. 

Capital $       125,000 

Assets ■.     15,(88,212 

Surplus 602.907 

In  force 52,311,363 

Howard  Perrin,  Manager. 


1900 

1899 
i8yS 
1897 
1896 
1895 
1894 
'893 


1900 
1899 


1897 


89; 


654 
526 
359 
264 
241 
203 
148 
194 
236 


106 

51 

176 

253 

307 

293 

421 

225 

56 

91 

147 
211 

151 
71 
81 
66 
no 
103 


log 
205 
171 
189 
114 
121 

74 
172 

133 
137 

533 
492 

514 
414 

245 
140 
144 
83 
161 
64 

102 
119 
86 


$1,991,350 
1,332,800 
1,102.700 
767,500 
706,000 
547,500 
484,000 
643.500 
856, oco 
533-500 

312,500 
159,000 
159,000 
55-oco 


204,220 
90,500 
579.165 
482,949 
635,647 
626,506 
1,025,150 
822,500 
235,oto 
575.000 

363,500 
419,047 
345,500 
175,125 
231,367 
167.828 
368.000 
335,961 
239-974 
2;2,433 

298,464 
531.463 
446,371 
432.187 
250.600 
322,658 
152,966 
373.086 
326,277 
360.950 

830,166 
674,035 
815,784 
715.482 
440,000 
295,000 
287,000 
158,500 
310,000 
154,000 

247,829 
293,500 
206,500 

113,679 
20,187 
26,527 
51,145 
73,378 
99.734 
62,100 


38,599 
33,207 
25,362 
22,278 
16.491 
24,352 
24,256 
25,039 
13,480 

12,490 
5,739 
5,571 
1,940 


4,536 

2,483 
15.497 

6,871 
10,478 

8.637 
21,079 
17.739 

2,049 
11,483 

11.731 
14,187 
12,041 
5,124 
6,725 
5,215 
11,841 
10,314 
7,868 
7.142 

11,223 
16,020 
25.396 
7,778 
7.572 
6,685 


32.213 
22,395 
28.340 
22,370 

14,539 
9,090 

10,280 
6,031 

10,617 
5.263 

5.971 
8,617 
5,167 
1,406 
576 
1,691 
1,219 
2,789 
1,735 
1,554 


4,326,200 

^3.402,550 

2,821,000 

2,523,000 

2,162,000 

1,949,500 

1,722,000 

1,340,000 

853,000 

525,500 

315,994 
225,431 
167,737 
121,676 
127,850 


1,375,319 
1,506,404 

1,548,983 
3,596,154 
3,285,360 

3,013,193 

1.150,595 

1,471.000 

9(8,000 

423,000 

1,608,817 

1,359,270 

1.135.770 

1,091,645 

1,041,578 

1,049,250 

884.750 

1.053,979 

967,275 

884,842 

1,235,567 
894,604 
739,283 
630,946 
668,432 
536-774 
599.572 
4.53,526 
386,450 
256,500 

2,208.446 
1,850,981 
1,377.546 
1.047,030 
846,000 
744,000 


645.171 
598.612 
493.560 
445,260 
455-760 
508,811 

511,573 
492,201 
478,710 
504,700 


5148,313 
120,964 
102,165 
94,546 
79,629 
74,856 
57-951 
43,461 
31.623 
17,537 

11,797 
6,970 
4,101 
2,914 

3,291 


36.953 
37.766 
32,818 
36,254 
32,167 
29,156 
20,269 
13.162 
0,481 
8,059 

53.961 
44,701 
36,062 
34.725 
32-938 
33.616 
28-123 
36,340 
32,707 
29,860 

43,329 
32,720 
28,217 
27.185 
28.644 
26,159 


73.813 
62,908 
51,168 
35,090 
30,412 
26,712 
27,271 
26,382 
21,405 
22,758 

21,712 
19,171 
17,280 
17,140 
18-012 
19-956 
17.492 
18,359 
19,092 
19,326 


$6,317,550 
4,735.350 
3,923,700 
3.200,500 
2,868,000 
2.497,000 
2,206,000 
1,983,500 
1.648,000 
1,009,500 

628,494 
384.431 
336,737 
171,315 
173.331 


1,571,539 
1.594,904 
1,890,093 

4,079,103 
3,921.007 
3,639,699 

2,175,745 

2,293,500 

1,165,000 

998,000 

1,987,317 
1,546,651 
1,109,645 
1-361,945 
1,184,57s 
1,244,750 
1,387,940 
1,207,249 
1,126,275 
1,987,317 

1,534,031 

1,426,067 

1,185,654 

1.063,133 

919,032 

859.432 

752. .538 

826,612 

712,727 

617,450 

3,246,955 
2,785,266 
2.534,798 
2.097.873 
1,594,483 
1,330,161 
1,247.076 
1,120,960 
1,123.461 
916,192 

907,554 
836.969 
708.948 
627,608 
511.060 
584,618 

605.739 
604,800 
621.742 
604,498 


$32,108 
93.650 
26,917 
23,500 
38,012 
30,179 
5,617 
4,105 
10,500 


19,327 
16,003 

10,578 
3,616 
8,892 


38,479 
50,500 
26,655 
22.500 
8.500 
22,000 
20,000 
30,000 
40,000 
35,000 

32,000 
23,000 
10,188 
8,300 
31,000 
22,500 
14,281 
7.770 
8,849 
8,035 

13.903 
23.708 
21,389 
13,030 
9,000 
6,764 
4,000 
3,000 
4,636 
2,000 

62,606 

27.675 
65,814 
24.793 
16,858 
11.254 
27,571 
20,356 
11,488 
32,444 

11.367 
38.306 
16.733 

13,313 
6,730 

33,364 
3.300 

17.033 
6,489 


Stock  DiviDENOs-The  companies  with  capital  stock  generally  pay  8 
holders,  except  the  Travelers,  which  has  been  paying  15  per  cent,  or  more. 


per  cent,  dividends  to  stock- 
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Pacific    Coast    Marine    Business    in    1899. 

Amount  Losses  Losses  In- 

J.  B.   Levison  :                             Written.  Premiums.  Paid.  Ratio.  curred.       Ratio. 

Fireman's  Fund $33,097,907  $208,770  $108,163  51.8  

Providence-Washington    ....      2,056,014  28,195  17,871  63.3  

Ins.  Co.  of  North  America   .    .    .      3,933.234  47,305  33,648  71.0  

$39,087,155  $284,370  $159,682  5(5.5  

Stz  &  Co:  • 

Swiss  Marine  Combined   .   .    .    .$16,340,512  $161,358  $76,098  47.1  

Balfour,  Gpthrie  &  Co.   (A.  H.  Small,  manager.) 

American  &  Foreign $1,369,839  $    1,216  $         13  

British  &  Foreign 25,561,864  120,434  28,201  23.4  

Yangtsze      7,119,491  37,345  32,295  118.1  

$34,051,194  $148,995  $  60,508  40.6  

GuTTE  &  Frank: 

Associated  Assurance  Go's  ...  $  5,801,542  $101,886  $  64,654  63.4  $64,654        63.4 

Wilhelma 2,742,429  24,380  20,699  84.9  30,699        84.9 

$  8,543,971  $136,266  $  85,353  67.7  $85,353        67.7 
Parrott  &  Co: 

Canton $  8,799,909  $  63,767  $  39,842  62.5  

Nippon  Sea 3,033,315  53,876  39,340  73.2 

$10,8.33,234  $117,643  $  79,183  67.4  

Voss,  Conrad  &  Co: 

Franlcfort $  8,344,205  $105,459  $  65,603  62.0  

Livingston,  S.mith  &  Co: 

Maritime      $  3,275,400  $  49.031  $  38,401  78.3  

Western  Assurance 1,931,838  55,483  48,830  88.0  

$  4,337,338  $104,514  $  87,221  83.4  

Mann  &  Wilson: 

Fonciere $  6,152,595  $  60,199  $  40,087  66.7  

Universo 477,543  13,369  5,043  43.4  

$  6,630,138  $  72,468  $  45,130  62.3  

Wm.  Gheer  Harrison: 

Thames  &  Mersey $  4,9.-)9,318  $61,797  $24,951  40.0  $24,951        40.0 

Stei'iien  D.  Ives: 

Home  Mutual $  4,007,344  $  57,825  $  37,954  65.6  

C.  F.  Mullins: 

CommercialUnion $8,171,619  $46,908  $12,523  26.7  $12,533        26.7 

J.  B.  F.  Davis  &  Son: 

Standard $  6,527,047  $  39,799  $    3,070  7.7  

H.  M.  Newhall  &  Co. : 

London $  1,394,329  $  17,397  $    8,687  49.9  

Ocean 7,354,937  16,558  1,300  7.8  

$  8,749,266  $  33,955  $    9,987  29.5  

Harrison  &  Baggs: 

^t.  Paul $  2,177,736  $  33,664  $26,651  79.0  $16,832        50.0 
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Amouut 

G.  W.  McNeak:                           Written.  Premiums. 

Marine $  2,098,403  $  31,014 

W.  P.  Thomas: 

New  Zealand $  2,070,463  $  29,924 

Total $15(1,651,095  ^1,455,859 

Other  Companies    ...  $  26,296,495  $    154,300 

Grand  Total $lS2,94r,.590  $1,610,159 


Losses  Losses  In- 
Paid.  Until),      curred.      Ratio 
$    3,147  10.1  ... 

I  23,637  79.0      $23,398        78.0 


$800,797        55.0 


$  79,021        51.2 
$879,818        54.6 


Marine  Notes. 
A  conservative  estimate  of  the  loss  of  the 
marine  underwriters  in  Australian  waters 
during  the  past  twelve  months  has  been 
fixed  at  £60,000.  Special  inquii-y  into  the 
question  of  marine  insurance  in  Western 
Australia  will  now  be  made. 

Southern  managers  are  greatly  interested 
in  the  report  of  a  recent  cotton  fire  at  Liver- 
pool, says  Insurance  Press,  which  has  offered 
the  first  real  opportunitj'  to  study  the  resist- 
ing power  of  the  American  Compress  Com- 
pany's round  bale.  The  account  which  comes 
from  the  other  side  is  not  at  all  encouraging, 
and  is  a  distinct  disappointment  to  many  who 
have  believed  this  form  of  package  entitled 
to  great  concessions  in  rate.  It  seems  that 
the  air  spaces  which  are  left  between  the 
bales  when  they  are  piled  on  end  create  flues 
through  which  the  heated  air  makes  a  power- 
ful di-aught,  and  in  that  way  offer  an  easy 
channel  for  spreading  the  fire  over  lai'ge 
areas.  Again,  it  is  claimed  that  these  bales 
being  bound  only  by  fibre  covering  are  quick- 
ly stripped  of  the  burlaps  by  the  fire,  and  the 
bales,  then  expanding  or  bursting,  become 
more  inflammable  and  greatly  increase  the  loss 
and  damage.  The  hole  in  the  center  of  the 
bale  is  also  considered  a  weak  point,  since  it  ex- 
poses a  larger  surface  to  the  flame.  Altogether, 
the  vei'dict  of  the  underwriters  investigating 
this  fire  on  the  other  side  seems  to  be  that 
the  new  package  is  not  so  safe  as  the  old-fash- 
ioned bale,  packed  square  and  bound  with 
iron  ties,  since  the  old  style  ba-le  makes  a 
solid  wall  impervious  to  fire,  and  the  iron  ties 
holding  the  package  intact,  makes  the  chance 
of  salvage  much  greater. 

Marine  underwriters  will  find  the  follow- 
ing statistics  interesting:  Last  year  the 
total  reduction  in  the  world's  effective  mer- 
cantile shipping  through  wrecks,  condem- 
nation and  dismantling,  was  1141  vessels  of 
820,725  registered  tons,  of   which  322  vessels 


of  463.241  tons  were  steamers,  and  819  vessels 
of  357,484  tons  were  sailers.  Straudings,  etc., 
covered  42  per  cent,  of  the  steamer  losses, 
and  47  per  cent  of  those  of  sailing  vessels, 
while  condemnation  and  dismantling,  col- 
lisions, and  abandonment  at  sea  followed  in' 
the  order  named.  The  Norv^egian  shrinkage 
from  all  these  causes  was  7.86  of  the  total 
registered  in  that  country ;  that  of  Holland 
7.31  per  cent. ;  Sweden,  6.19  percent. ;  United 
States,  5.9  per  cent. ;  United  Kingdom  2.4 
per  cent. 

Another  Mutual's    Policyholders   Assessed    50 
Per  Cent. 

Moral:  beware  of  fire  mutuals.  Policy- 
holders of  the  Pulaski  Mutual  Fire  Ins.  Co. 
of  Chicago  have  just  been  assessed  50  per 
cent,  to  pay  outstanding  losses.  The  man- 
agers thought  their  business  too  restricted, 
and  so  they  branched  out,  as  some  of  the  man- 
agers of  California  county  mutuals  would  like 
to  do. 

Americans  Call  on  Mexican  President. 
Mexico,  Jan.  25.— Vice-Presidents  Hyde 
and  Wilson  of  the  Equitable  Life  Assurance 
Society,  accompanied  by  Henry  Clews,  Jr.,  of 
New  York,  had  an  audience  to-day  with  Pres- 
ident Diaz.  He  welcomed  them  to  Mexico 
and  expressed  pleasure  at  meeting  any  rep- 
resentative Americans.  Vice-President 
Mariscal  and  Minister  of  Finance  Limantour 
were  present.  President  Diaz  expressed  his 
pleasure  at  the  friendship  and  good  will  exist- 
ing between  Mexico  and  the  United  States, 
and  Mr.  -Wilson,  on  behalf  of  the  visitors,  con- 
gratulated the  executive  on  the  great  prog- 
I'ess  and  advance  in  Mexican  finances. 


W.  S.  Warren,  resident  secretary  of  the 
Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  at  Chicago,  has 
been  appointed  chairman  of  the  arbitration 
committee  of  the  Western  Union,  succeeding 
Thomas  S.  Chard,  who  has  retired  from  the 
insurance  business. 
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Thirty-Second  Annual  Report  of   the   Pacific 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company. 

GAINS  IN  ASSETS,  SURPLUS,  NEW  BUSI- 
NESS, INCOME  AND  OUTSTANDING  IN- 
SURANCE. 

The  past  year  has  yielded  a  handsome 
business  for  the  Pacific  Mutual  Life  In- 
surance Company.  The  increased  figures 
in  the  annual  statement,  well  enough  in 
their  way,  are  especially  gratifying  be- 
cause they  have  not  been  secured  at  any 
sacrifice  of  good  practices,  nor  economy, 
nor  methods  which  uphold  the  dignity  of 
life  insurance.  The  writer  is  well 
acquainted  with  the  personnel  of  the 
management  of  the  Pacific  Mutual,  and  it 
is  his  pleasure  to  write  from  personal 
knowledge  of  the  careful,  conscientious 
direction  of  the  company's  affairs  in  the 
interests  of  its  policyholders. 

The  Pacific  Mutual  appears  to  be  on  the 
threshold  of  a  pleasant  new  era  in  its 
affairs.  The  conditions  now  obtaining  in 
life  insurance  are  more  favorable  to  con- 
servative and  economical  companies,  and 
substantial  gains,  it  is  believed,  may  be 
made  without  extravagance.  Our  Pacific 
Coast  life  insurance  company  is,  of  course, 
profiting  by  these  improved  conditions. 
Both  its  reputation  and  its  liberal  policy 
forms  combine  to  produce  excellent  re- 
sults of  agency  work,  and  it  is  fair  to  as- 
sume that  the  present  year  will  excel  the 
"banner  year  '99." 

The  annual  statement,  very  creditable 
in  itself,  acquires  new  value  when  com- 
pared with  that  for  the  previous  year. 
Assets  gained  $339,000,  or  10  per  cent.  A 
considerable  gain  in  surplus  was  made. 
Income  gained  $386,000,  or  nearly  30  per 
cent. 

On  top  of  this  good  showing,  we  can 
add  that  the  premiums  gained  $365,000, 
or  over  30  per  cent. ;  that  the  amount  paid 
for  surrendered  policies  was  less;  that  the 
amount  paid  for  dividends  to  policyhold- 
ers was  more;  that  receipts  from  rents 
and  interests  were  more;  that  the  profits 
on  sales  of  realty  and  securities  were 
$16,418. 

The    improved    condition    of   the   real 


estate  market  warranted  the  reductions 
of  the  holdings  to  the  amount  of  $92,362: 
and  investments  in  first-class  securities 
were  increased  from  $853,245  to  $1,313,322. 

In  the  life  department  the  company 
wrote  $6,963,473  new  business,  against 
$5,412,577  in  1898.  It  is  believed  that 
$10,000,000  of  new  business  will  be  written 
in  1900.  A  million  of  new  business  was 
written  in  January.  A  good  starter, 
indeed. 

In  the  industrial  department  the  com- 
pany wrote  an  increased  amount  of  new 
business,  and  the  income  was  consid- 
erably in  excess  of  expenses  and  losses. 

In  the  accident  department  the  com- 
pany wrote  $420,953  premiums,  against 
$261,678  in  the  previous  year.  There  was 
a  margin  of  pi'ofit  on  this  business.  Jan- 
uary opened  up  well,  with  $65,000  accident 
premiums,  indicating  another  large  gain 
in  the  year's  accident  pi-emiums. 

In  California,  noteworthy  gains  were 
made  in  all  three  departments — life,  in- 
dustrial and  accident. 


United  States  Fidelity  &  Guaranty  Co. 

The  Baltimore  Company,  which  began  busi- 
ness in  August,  1896,  makes  the  following 
statement  for  the  year  ending  December  30, 
1899;  assets,  S2,18S,.577;  cash  capital,  $1,500,- 
000;  reinsurance  reserve,  $312,890;  net  surplus 
and  undivided  profits,  §325,424;  surplus  as 
regards  policyholders,  11,825,424.  The  gross 
earnings  in  '99  were  ^695,341,  against  $479,785 
in  '98.  The  net  earnings  in  '99  were  $252,110, 
against  $107,244  in  the  previous  year.  This 
new  surety  company  is  making  a  fine  showing 
of  growth  and  security  forpolicyliolders.  The 
J.  D.  Maxwell  Co.  of  San  Francisco  are  the 
general  agents.     Paul  Nippert  is  the  manager. 


Secretaky  Stillman. — At  the  recent  annual 
meeting  of  the  National  Fire  Ins.  Co.  of  Hart- 
ford, B.  R.  Stillman,  the  assistant  secretary, 
was  elected  secretary.  Ten  years  ago  Mr. 
Stillman  was  president  of  the  New  England 
Insurance  Exchange. 

An  overturned  kerosene  lamp  which  set  fire 
to  a  house  in  Emeryville  came  near  cremating 
the  bodj'  of  its  late  owner  at  the  same  time. 
The  body  was  rescued  at  the  right  moment  by 
the  mourners.  A  large  and  valuable  library 
was  destroyed  in  the  fire. 
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OF    CALIFORNIA 
LIFE   AND   ACCIDENT 

ASSETS 

Loans  on  Real  Estate— first  mortgage       S   695.815  06 

Loans  to  Policyholders— secured  by  policies     185,068  76 

Bonds  and  Stocks  owned— market  value,  December  31,  1899 1,375,125  00 

Real  Estate  owned— cost  to  company  ...              698,029  55 

Company's  home  office  building.  San  Francisco 333.113  34 

Interest  and  Rents  due  and  accrued 37,326  49 

Net  amount  of  uncollected  and  deferred  Premiums— all  departments 200,414  28 

Cash  in  banks  and  office.  December  31.  1899 129.804  04 

Bills  receivable  and  all  other  Assets 75,297  05 

Reinsurance  due  from  other  companies • 2,000  00 

TOTAL $3,729,998  57 

LIABILITIES 

Reserve  on  Policies— computed  according  to  legal  standard 83,359,550  00 

Losses  reported,  awaiting  proof 18,270  00 

Losses  in  process  of  adjustment 21,500  00 

TOTAL S3,S9y,3iiO  OO 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS,  December  31,  1899 $330,673  St 

INCOME 

Received  for  Premiums SI. 488, 813  38 

Received  from  profits  on  sales  of  real  estate  and  securities 16.418  54 

Received  for  Interest  and  Rents 183,522  02 

TOTAL  .   .   .    ' $l,(i88,753  94 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Losses,  Matured  Endowments  and  Annuities— all  departments S  481,517  76 

Surrendered  Policies 68,663  20 

Dividends  to  Policyholders 72.411  83 

TOTAL  JRAID  POLICYHOLDERS $<i'J2,592  79 

Interest  paid  Stockholders S  14.000  00 

Taxes  on  Real  Estate -. 11,209  23 

Taxes,  Licenses  and  Fees— all  departments 25,665  09 

Commissions  and  Brokerage— Life  Department 131.669  12 

Other  Expenses— Life  Department,  including  medical  fees,  printing,  postage,  legal 

fees,  salaries  and  advertising  .  .   .   .   ; 131,025  29 

All  Expenses,  Accident  and  Industrial  Departments,  including  commissions,  Broker- 
age and  all  expenses  of  management 476,871  74 

TOTAL $1,413,833  iiO 

EXCESS  OF   INCOME  OVER   DISBURSEMENTS    .    .    .    $274,920    68 


OFFICERS 

W.  R.  CLUNESS,  M.  D.,  Med.  Directof    SAMUEL  M.  MARKS,  Ass't  Sec'y 
J.  N.  PATTON,  Secretary  WM.  0.  GOULD,  Actuary 

M.  R.  HIGGINS,  Second  Vice-President  and  General  Superintendent 

Home  Office,  PACIFIC  MUTUAL  BUILDING,  San  Francisco 


GEO.  A.  MOORE,  President 
GEO.  W.  BEAVER,  Vice-Pres. 


w 

m 
mi 
m 


m 


m 
m 

m 


m 


w 


m 
m 

M 

m 


78 


The   Coast   ReVle\\> 


the  ten  years  following,  the  writer  of 
these  lines  came  much  in  close  intimacy 
with  Messrs.  Staples  and  Chard,  and  has 
a   keen   appreciation    of   the   tactfulness 


which  enabled  them  to  assist  the  direct- 
ors of  their  company  in  tiding  over  the 
disasters  of  those  years  and  put  the  Fire- 
man's Fund  on   its    path   of   phenomenal 


Wm.  J.  DUTTON, 
President  Fireman's  Fund  Insurance  Company. 


William  J.  Button  was  born  in  Bangor, 
Me.,  January  23,  1847.  His  father,  Henry 
I^utton,  came  to  California  in  1849.  He  was 
one  of  the  original  incorporators  of  the  Fire- 
man's Fund  Ins.  Co.,  and  was  vice-president 
for  several  years.  President  Dutton,  who 
was  reared  in  San  Francisco,  began  his  in- 
surance career  in  the  office  of  the  general 
agency  of  the  North  British  &  Mercantile 
Ins.  Co.  When  the  P^ireman's  Fund  organ- 
ized   its  marine    department,  in    May,  1867, 


young  Dutton  was  appointed  marine  clerk. 
Two  years  later  he  was  elected  marine  sec- 
retary. In  1873  his  title  was  changed  to  as- 
sistant secretary,  he  retaining  charge  of  the 
marine  department.  In  1880,  upon  the  re- 
tirement of  Geo.  D.  Dornin  as  secretary, 
Mr.  Dutton  was  elected  secretary.  In  1890 
he  was  elected  vice-president,  and  last  month 
he  was  elected  president  to  succeed  Mr. 
Staples. 
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prosperity.  It  was  the  writer's  privi- 
lege, in  1872,  to  select  Mr.  Chard  as  the 
company's  general  agent  for  its  western 
department,  and   it   is  with   some    satis- 


faction he  learns  that  Mr.  Chai-d  retii-es 
to  enjoy  well-earned  honors  and  rest. 
Mr.  Staples'  resignation  is  prompted 
solely  by  the  demands  of  increasing  years 


BERNARD    FAYMONVILLE, 
Vice-President  Fireman's  Fund  Insurance  Company 


Bernard  Faymonville  was  born  in  Bow- 
mansville,  111.,  then  a  suburb,  now  a  part  of 
Chicago.  His  early  years  were  spent  on  a 
farm.  From  1874  to  1S77  he  was  employed 
in  a  real  estate  and  insurance  office  in  Chi- 
cago, where  he  obtained  his  first  lessons  in 
insurance  work.  In  1877  he  came  to  Cali- 
fornia and  settled  in  Fresno.  There  he 
succeeded  in  building  up  a  large  and  success- 
ful business.  His  agency  included  forty- 
three  companies.  Mr.  Faymonville's  daily 
reports  and  letters  attracted  the  attention  of 


President  Staples,  who  recognized  in  their 
author  a  man  of  superior  business  qualifica- 
tions. Mr.  Faymonville  was  thereupon 
offered  the  position  of  special  agent  and  ad- 
juster-for  the  Fireman's  Fund.  This  was  in 
1881,  when  the  company's  Coast  premiums 
were  only  |;i88, 000.  Mr.  Faymonville  accept- 
ed this  offer.  In  July,  1887,  he  was  appointed 
assistant  secretary;  in  1890  he  was  elected 
secretary,  and  in  1893  second  vice-president 
as  well.  In  January,  1900,  he  was  elected 
vice-president. 
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and  physical  infirmities,  and  he  carries 
with  him  the  sincere  affection  and  good- 
will of  the  entire  family  of  underwriters 
of  the  Pacific  Coast.  The  present  con- 
dition of  the  Fireman's  Fund  is  his  best 
monument." 

Fireman's  Fund  Insurance   Company. 

THE  USUAL  EXHIBIT  OF.SOLID  RESOURCES 
AND    HANDSOME   SURPLUS   FUNDS. 

The  past  year  in  the  United  States,  as 
insurance  men  all  know,  was  not  favor- 
able to  fire  underwriting.  Some  of  the 
companies,  indeed,  are  not  printing  their 
annual  statements  in  any  conspicuous  way 
this  year.  But  the  Fireman's  Fund,  of 
San  Francisco,  is  not  one  of  these.  There 
must  always  be  lean  yeai-s,  as  well  as  fat; 
and  extraordinary  fire  losses  throughout 
the  country  await  the  most  cautious  un- 
derwriter, and  reward  him  later  with  in- 
crease of  business. 

Our  prosperous  Pacific  Coast  company 
may  well  spread  its  annual  figures  abroad, 
for  its  financial  condition  is  superb.  Sixty 
per  cent,  of  its  assets  is  surplus  to  policy- 
holders. Its  net  surplus  is  nearly  one  and 
one-third  million.  Speaking  precisely, 
its  surplus  as  regards  policyholders  is 
$2,312,721.  The  Fireman's  Fund  could 
lose  a  million  dollars  by  fire,  and  still 
have  a  handsome  net  surplus  left. 

This  is  a  brief  statement  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  company's  affairs,  which  must 
command  the  confidence  of  the  largest 
and  most  exacting  of  pi-operty-ovvnei-s. 
But  to  this  favorable  summary  of  re- 
sources in  e.Kcess  of  liabilities,  should  also 
be  added  the  great  loss-paying  record 
upon  which  the  company  may  justly 
plume  itself.  The  Fireman's  Fund  has 
not  merely  endured  the  ordeal  of  two 
great  world-known  conflagrations.  Its 
stockholders  assessed  themselves  to  pay 
those  losses,  and  thereby  established  for 
the  company  and  its  management  a  high 
mark  of  integi-ity  and  confidence. 

The  new  official  management  of  the 
company  is  virtually  that  of  the  old. 
The  several  executive  officials  have  been 
advanced  a  point,  following  the  resigna- 
tion of  President  Staples;  but  the  manage- 


uSent  continues  practically  the  same,  in- 
spired by  the  same  honorable  and  pj*o- 
gressive  ideals,  and  governed  by  the 
liberal  precedents  and  sound  rules  which 
have  crystallized  during  Mr.  Staple's 
broad-minded  administration. 

NEW   OFFICERS. 

President  Button  has  been  connected 
with  the  Fireman's  Fund  for  thirty-three 
years,  and  for  over  thirty  years  has  been 
one  of  the  officers.  For  the  past  ten  years 
he  has  served  the  company  as  vice-presi- 
dent. It  is  no  reflection  on  the  i-etiring 
president  for  us  to  add  that  with  his 
advancing  years  many  of  the  executive 
responsibilities  were  borne  by  the  vice- 
president,  who  therefore  assumes  the  office 
of  president  admirably  equipped  for  the 
position. 

Vice-President  Faymonville  has  been 
connected  with  the  Fireman's  Fund  for 
nearly  twenty  years,  as  special  agent  first, 
later  as  assistant  secretary,  and  then  as 
secretary  and  first  vice-president.  He  is 
a  practical  fire  underwriter  of  the  first 
degree. 

Secretary  Weinmann  hasbeen  connected 
with  the  company,  as  special  agent  and 
latterly  as  assistant  secretary,  for  the  past 
dozen  years.  His  experience  in  fire  under- 
writing began  some  twenty  years  ago  and 
covers  local  agencj%  field  and  office  work. 

Second  Vice-President  and  Marine  Sec- 
retary Levison  has  charge  of  the  marine 
department.  He  has  been  marine  secre- 
tary of  the  company  for  nearly  ten  years. 
As  he  has  been  engaged  in  marine  under- 
writing nearly  twenty-two  years,  it  is 
evident  that  he  too  is  the  right  man  in 
the  right  place. 

GROWTH   OF   THE   COMPANY. 

We  add  some  figures  showing  the 
growth  of  this  prosperous  Pacific  Coast 
company. 

SINCE   JANUARY  1,   1880. 

Assets.       Net  Surplus. 

Jan.    1,    18S0 $    741,487        «!    1.^3,172 

Jan.    1,    ISOO 2,431,717  4S6,4.S8 

Jan.    1,    1900 3,884,381  1,312,721 

IN   THE   PAST   TEN  YEARS. 

Prems.  Income.  Coast Prems. 
Jan.  1,  1890  .  .  $1,237.7S8  ?;l,. 347,647  *446,5.30 
Jan.  1,  1900  .    .    1,808,930       1,97(5,985       535,037 


Summary  of  the  Thirty-Seventh  Annual  Statement 

OP       i    THE 


Insurance  Company 


r>eoen:xl3er    31st:,    ISOO. 


ASSETS 

Bonds  owned  by  Company $ 

Stock  owned  by  Company     1 

Loans  on  Bond  and  Mortgage 

Loans  on  Collaterals 

Cash  In  Banks  and  OtBice 

Interest  due  and  accrued 

Real  Estate,  Company's  Home  Oftice 

Real  Estate,  Company's  Oakland  OfQce 

Other  Real  Estate  owned  by  Company 

Premiums  in  course  of  collection 

Marine  Premium  Notes 

All  other  Assets 


936,400  00 

,181,640  OU 

-1:^2,791  79 

153,000  00 

202,449  53 

16,255  62 

360,000  00 

85.000  00 

46,700  00 

422,211  30 

45,564  85 

12,367  99 


Total  Assets 


$3,884,381  08 


LIABILITIES 

Losses  in  process  of  adjustment $     71,685  17 

Reinsurance  Reserve 1,316,823  19 

Marine  Bills  Payable  ...       8,195  73 

All  other  claims  and  demands 74,956  35 

Capital  Paid  up  in  Cash 1.000,000  00 

Net  Surplus 1,312,720  74 


Total  Liabilities ' $3,884,381  08 

INCOME 

Net  Premiums  received  in  cash— Fire $1,415,323  00 

—Marine 393,607  04 

Interest,  Dividends  and  Rents 168,055  22 


Total  Income 


$1,976,985  26 


EXPENDITURES 


Net  Losses  paid— Fire $854,375  93 

—Marine 857,633  46 


Dividends 

Commissions  and  brokerage  . 

Salaries.  Fees,  etc 

Taxes — State.  National,  local 
All  other  Expenditures     .   .   . 


,213,009  39 
130,000  00 
339,406  35 
226,497  40 
64,242  76 
178,697  47 


Total  Expenditures 

COMPARATIVE    CONDITION 


$2,040,853  37 


Jan.  1st.  Assets. 

1880 $    741,487  72 

1885 1,520,894  77 

1890 2,431,717   79 

1895 3,240,861    U 

1899 3,902,970  01 

1900 3,884,381   08 


Re-Ins.  Reserve. 

$     244,603  64 

407,998  68 

797,618' 97 

1,222,299   42 

1,295,787  55 

1,316,823   19 


Net  Surjilus. 

$    153,172  13 

268,331  90 

484,438  25 

846,267  81 

1,361,730  04 

1,312,720  64 


\ 
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Marine  Underwriting    on  the  Pacific  Coast  in 
1899. 

The  year  of  1899,  just  closed,  was  devoid 
of  any  important  happenings  in  the 
marine  insurance  business,  beyond  the 
retirement  of  the  Tokio  Marine  Insurance 
Company  of  Japan  from  the  Coast,  and 
the  admission  of  another  Japanese  com- 
pany, the  Nippon,  making  three  Japanese 
and  six  Chinese  companies  now  doing-  busi- 
ness in  California. 

The  California  premiums  for  the  year, 
according  to  returns  made  to  the  insur- 
ance commissionei",  amounted  to  a  little 
over  $1,500,000,  and  the  losses  paid  $818,- 
000.  These  figures  are,  however,  very 
misleading,  for  the  reason  that  many  of 
the  offices  in  San  Francisco  having  sub- 
agencies  along  the  Coast,  and  in  Hono- 
lulu, report  their  entire  business  as  Cali- 
fornia business,  while  others  report  only 
that  actually  written  in  the  state,  so  that 
the  figures  are  valueless  for  purposes  of 
comparison  and  record. 

The  Fireman's  Fund  leads,  as  usual, 
with  premiums  of  $195,000,  the  British  & 
Foreign  being  second  with  $109,000.  The 
average  ratio  of  losses  to  premiums,  52.5, 
we  consider  very  high,  when  it  is  borne 
in  mind  that  there  was  no  serious  loss  in 
the  grain  or  salmon  trade  from  this  Coast 
to  Europe. 

The  heaviest  loss  to  local  hull  under- 
writers during  the  year  was  the  sinking 
of  the  steamer  "City  of  Kingston"  on 
Puget  Sound.  This  vessel  was  sunk  in 
collision  with  the  Northern  Pacific  steam- 
er '  'Glenogle. ' '  The  insurance  was  $100,  - 
000,  of  which  about  half  "was  placed  in 
San  Francisco. 

The  ship  "John  R.  Kelly,"  while  on  a 
voyage  from  New  York  to  San  Francisco, 
met  with  heavy  weather  in  rounding  Cape 
Horn,  and  in  attempting  to  put  into  the 
Falkland  Islands  ran  ashore  arid  became 
a  total  loss.  There  was  about  $75,000  in- 
surance on  this  cargo  in  San   Francisco. 

In  the  lumber  trade  the  following  total 
losses  occured :  '*City  of  York,  "  from  San 
Francisco  to  Freemantle,  insurance $35, 000. 
"Geo.  Stetson,"  Portland  to  Taku,  $18,- 
000.    In  the  coal  trade  "Edward  O'Brien,  " 


wrecked  while  entering  Honolulu  harbor, 
$15,000.  In  the  Central  American  trade, 
steamer  "Maule"  missing,  insurance  about 
$25,000. 

The  coasting  steamei's  "Protection," 
"Chilkat,  "  "Jewel"  and  "Weeott"  alone, 
probably  cost  the  hull  underwriters 
$50,000. 

Alaska,  as  usual,  contributed  more  than 
its  quota.  The  "Dirigo, "  "City  of 
Topeka,"  ''Danube,"  "Barbara  Boscow- 
itz"  and  "Laurada, "  cost  the  San  Fran- 
cisco underwriters  in  the  neighborhood  of 
$150,000. 

The  year's  record  indicates  clearly  that 
rates  are  too  low  on  the  Coast,  particu- 
larly on  hulls,  and  we  cannot  too  strongly  , 
urge  the  leading  underwiiters  to  make  an 
effort  to  come  together  in  the  interest  of 
conservatism.  It  is  an  admitted  fact  that 
hulls  cannot  be  insured  in  any  part  of  the 
world  at  rates  even  approximating  what 
is  being  done  at  the  i^resent  time  in  San 
Francisco,  and  the  mystery  of  it  all  is, 
how  and  why  offices  continue  writing 
at  such  ruinous  figures. 


An  inspector  of  the  Citizens'  Life  As- 
surance, Sydney,  encountered  two  mar- 
ried soldiers  (membei's  of  the  South  Aus- 
tralian contingent)  who  wanted  to  know 
who  would  get  the  money  if  they  were 
killed.  When  they  learned  their  wives 
would  get  it,  they  said  they  would  rather 
not  insure,  but  asked  whether  they  could 
not  make  a  will,  leaving  the  money  to 
some  one  else.  The  domestic  happiness 
of  these  men  must  have  been  like  that  of 
the  Victorian  married  man  who  insisted  on 
going  to  the  war  so  that  he  might  get 
some  peace  for  once  in  his  life.^ — Adelaide 
paper.  

California  Mutual  Fire  Insurance. 
Of  the  $381,000,000  of  insurance  written 
in  California  last  year,  the  county  mutuals 
wrote  less  than  half  a  million.  That  is 
to  say,  they  wrote  a  trifle  over  one-tenth  of 
one  per  cent,  of  the  whole  business  of  the 
state.  Their  total  premiums  amounted 
to  only  some  $1,500  by  four  companies. 
The  other  two  did  not  report  any  prem- 
iums.    One  mutual  paid   a  loss   of  $742, 
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which  must  have  been  a  tooth-pulling 
experience.  Another  refused  to  pay  a 
claim,  for  reasons  not  stated,  but  not  diffi- 
cult to  guess.  These  mutuals  are  by  law 
restricted  to  a  class  of    risks  which   the 


stock  companies  have  found  unprofitable. 
The  failure  of  these  mutuals  can  not  be 
questioned  by  anyone  who  knows  any- 
thing of  fire  underwriting  on  the  Pacific 
Coast. 


J.  B.  LEVISON, 
Second  Vice-President   and    Marine  Secretary  Fireman's   Fund    Insurance   Co. 


].  B.  Levison.  who  was  elected  second 
vice-president  of  the  Fireman's  Fund  Insur- 
ance Company  in  January,  is  a  native  of 
Nevada.  He  began  his  insurance  career  in 
the  office  of  the  New  Zealand  Insurance 
Company,  in  1878.  Two  years  later  he  was 
appointed  marine  manager  of  the  general  in- 
surance agency  of  Hutchinson  &  Mann,  now 


Mann  &  Wilson.  When  the  Anglo-Nevada 
Assurance  Corporation  was.  organized  in 
1885,  he  took  charge  of  its  marine  depart- 
ment. In  1888  he  was  appointed  marine 
secretary  of  the  company.  In  1890  Mr.  Lev- 
ison was  elected  marine  secretary  of  the 
Fireman's  Fund,  which  took  over  the  marine 
business  of  the  Anglo-Nevada. 
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Many  of  the  shopkeepers  in  England 
are  fully  abi-east  of  the  times.  A  large 
house  in  London,  supplying  household 
goods  on  the  installment  plan,  has  intro- 


duced an  ingenious  insurance  feature  for 
the  protection  of  customers  who  go  to 
the  war  in  the  service  of  the  country. 
This  consists  of  a  suspension    of  install- 


LOUIS  WEINMANN, 
Secretary  Fireman's  Fund  Insurance  Company. 


Louis  Weinmann  was  born  in  Benicia, 
Cal.,  August  23,  1853.  For  a  time  he  was 
principal  of  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
town.  Later,  he  engaged  successfully  in 
rnercantile  business.  During  this  period  in 
his  career  he  took  his  first  lessons  in  insur- 
ance as  local  agent  for  the  Fireman's  Fund. 
In  1888  he  was  ap'pointed  special  agent  and 
adjuster  for  the  company.    After  four  years 


of  field  work  he  was  elected  assistant  secre- 
tary, in  January,  1892.  Just  eight  years  after- 
ward he  was  elected  secretary.  'Mr.  Wein- 
mann has  also  served  the  Fire'Undervvriters' 
Association  of  the  Pacific  as  secretary,  vice- 
president  and  president,  and  has  contributed 
a  number  of  valuable  papers  for  its  annual 
meetings. 
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raent  payments  for  the  period  of  service 
abroad,  and  in  the  event  of  death  in  bat- 
tle or  from  wounds  received  in  active  ser- 
vice a  receipt  in  full  discharge,  together 
with  a  check  for  all  payments  made  to 
date,  is  given  to  the  next  of  kin. 


Thirty-Sixth  Annual  Statement  of   the  Home 
Mutual  Insurance   Company. 

NET  SURPLUS  IS  LARGER  THAN  THE  CAP- 
ITAL STOCK. 

The  financial  exhibit  of  the  Home 
Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, as  printed  elsewhere  in  this  book, 
is  of  a  character  which  may  well  challenge 
comparison  or  criticism.  The  assets  are 
gilt-edged,  and  the  liabilities,  chiefly  re- 
insurance reserve,  leave  a  net  surplus 
which  is  considerably  lai-ger  than  the 
$300,000  paid  up  capital.  The  surplus  as 
regards  policyholders  is  nearly  sixty-five 
per  cent,  of  the  total  assets.  To  the  in- 
surance reader  we  need  not  add  that  this 
is  an  admirable  showing. 

The  increase  of  the  reinsurance  reserve 
indicates  an  increase  of  new  business.  In 
California,  the  HomeMutual's  premiums, 
in  common  with  about  all  the  companies, 
fell  off  slightly,  owing  to  the  term  renew- 
als of  the  previous  year. 

On  the  Coast,  the  Home  Mutual  has 
only  nine  companies  ahead  of  it  in  volume 
of  premiums;  while  as  to  Califoi'nia  prem- 
iums, only  eight  outrank  it.  In  both  ter- 
ritories it  leads  all  companies  in  the  pro- 
portion of  business  to  assets. 

On  the  business  of  the  company  as  a 
whole  the  company's  loss  ratio  was  less 
than  that  of  the  average  of  all  companies. 
Expenses  and  losses  were  considerably  less 
than  the  income.  The  usual  handsome 
twelve  per  cent,  dividends  were  paid 
stockholders. 

Recently,  the  Home  Mutual  has  begun 
to  extend  its  business  in  the  prosperous 
West,  and  Southeast,  and  we  shall  no 
doubt  soon  be  able  to  record  noteworthy 
gains  and  satisfactory  results  in  the  wider 
Held,  under  the  present  able  and  energetic 
management  of  the  company. 

The  Home  Mutual  is  a  strong  and  popu- 
lar company,  tested  by  time  and  fii-e  for 


thirty-four  years.  Its  officers  and  mana- 
gers are  experienced  underwriters,  who 
have  been  identified  with  the  business  in 
this  field  for  many  years.  Wm.  J.  Dutton 
is  president,  F.  W.  Lougee  is  vice-presi- 
dent, Stephen  D.  Ives  is  secretary,  and 
Franklin  Bangs  is  assistant  secretary. 

'  American  Fire  Business  Last  Year. 

LOSSES  WERE  SIXTY-EIGHT  PER  CENT.  OF 
THE  PREMIUMS. 

Advance  sheets  of  the  foi'ty-first  annual 
report  of  the  insurance  department  of 
New  York  present  figures  from  which  we 
make  up  the  following  totals:  Premiums 
of  all  fire  companies  reporting  to  the  New 
York  department  amounted  to  $134,450,- 
639.  The  losses  paid  were  $91,031,677. 
This  is  a  loss  ratio  of  37.7  per  cent.  The 
expenses  bring  the  loss  and  expense  ratio 
up  to  the  extraordinary  figui-es  104. 

It  was  indeed  a  bad  year  which  requii-ed 
a  sum  greater  than  the  premiums  to  meet 
losses  and  expenses.  A  gross  loss  of  not 
less  than  six  and  a  half  millions  has  been 
incurred  on  the  underwriting  account, 
and  the  excess  of  disbursements  over  in- 
come was  four  millions. 


Stephen  D.  Ives. 

Stephen  D.  Ives,  the  secretary  of  the  Home 
Mutual  Insurance  Company  and  general  agent 
of  the  Fireman's  Fund  Ins.  Co.,  was  born  in 
Meriden,  Conn.,  in  1844.  He  is  an  all-round 
business  man  and  underwriter,  with  an  ex- 
perience in  mercantile  life  as  clerk  and  com- 
mei'cial  traveler,  in  militai-y  life  in  the  civil 
war  with  the  134th  Regiment  of  Illinois  Vol- 
unteers and  as  a  member  of  the  original  Ells- 
worth Zouaves  of  Chicago.  He  came  to  the 
Pacific  Coast  in  1873.  In  1881  he  was  appointed 
special  agent  for  the  Fireman's  Fund  Ins.  Co., 
and  visited  every  town  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 
Later,  he  was  appointed  general  agent,  and 
in  1893  he  was  appointed  secretary  of  the 
Home  Mutual  as  well.  Mr.  Ives  has  also  been 
president  of  the  Fire  Underwriters  Associa- 
tion of  the  Pacific.  Mr.  Ives  and  Mr.  Faymon- 
ville  did  good  pioneer  special  agency  work  for 
the  Fireman's  Fund,  and  planted  agencies  for 
the  company  in  every  city,  town  and  hamlet 
in  the  Pacific  West.  From  the  work  of 
these  gentlemen  dates  the  remarkable  gi'owth 
of  the  Fireman's  Fund  business  in  the  home 
field. 
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Showing  the  Financial  Standing  of  the  Company 
January  i,  1900 

ASSETS 

Real  Estate  owned  by  company $228,250  00 

Bonds  and  Stocks  owned  by  company 251,695  00 

Loans  on  Bond  and  Mortgage 280,686  62 

Loans  on  Collateral  Security 33.ooo  00 

Interest  due  and  accrued 2,314  75 

Cash  in  banks _ 79-995  52 

Premiums  in  course  of  collection 89,617  45 


,.  .   3.559  34 
LIABILITIES 

Reserve  Fund  (California  Standard) l32i,36i  89 

Losses  in  process  of  adjustment 14.521  71 

All  other  Claims i3,747  39 

Capital  Stock 300,000  00 

$649,630  99 
INCOME,  1899 

Premiums  Received $414,084  63 

Interest  and  Rents 47,35o  o? 

$461,434  70 
EXPENDITURES,  1899 

Net  Amount  Paid  for  Losses $252,936  93 

Dividends  to  Stockholders 36,000  00 

Commissions  to  Agents V'^}?  o 

Taxes,  State,  Municipal,  etc o    q 

Supplies,  Salaries  and  all  other  expenses 89,849  93 

$463,013  74 
COMPARATIVE    STATEMENT 

YEAR  INCOME  ASSETS  YEAR  INCOME  ASSETS 

1890  .$389,972.00    $821,517.00        1895  .  $370,180.00      $897,554.00 
1898.    480,400.00       978,162.00         1899.    461,434.70        965,559.34 

HOME    OFFICE 
Company's  Building,  318  California  Street,  San  Francisco 

WM.  J.  BUTTON,   President 
F.  W.  LOUGEE,  Vice-President  STEPHEN,  D.  IVES,    Secretary 

FRAKLIN  BANGS,  Ass't  Secretary  GEO.  STEEL,  Marine  Secretary 
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Foreign, 

Censorship  insurance  is  the  latest,  and 
Finland  is  its  place  of  birth.  The  Finnish 
papers,  it  appears,  have  suffered  so  heavily  in 
a  financial  vvay  owing  to  censorship  and  sup- 
pression that  the  Finland  Newspaper  Press 
Censure  Insurance  Conjpany  has  been  organ- 
ized to  meet  a  keenly  if  not  long-felt  want. 
This  novel  enterprise  guarantees  an  indeniity 
not  exceeding  60  per  cent,  of  the  loss  of  gross 
income  incurred  by  suspension,  the  premium 
charged  being  5  per  cent,  of  a  paper's  usual 
gross  income. 

The  weather  during  the  opening  week  of 
the  new  year  brought  upon  London  the  influ- 
enza in  violent  form.  In  the  metropolis  alone 
one  hundred  and  ninety-three  deaths  were 
recorded  from  theeffectsof  thedread  scourge. 
It  is  a  matter  of  serious  note  that  during  the 
same  week  for  every  birth  there  were  no 
fewer  than  three  deaths.  It  is  also  note- 
worthy that  where  only  twenty-three  persons 
died  under  forty  from  bronchitis,  more  than 
one  hundred  who  were  over  sixty  yielded  to 
the  disease. 

The  Berne  council  of  Switzerland  will 
shortly  fix  a  date  for  deciding  by  popular  refer- 
endum the  question  of  conipulsorj'  state  aided 
insurance  against  accident  and  illness  of  all 
persons  who  have  not  an  independent  means 
of  livelihood.  The  law  was  framed  to  go  into 
effect  on  Jan.  1,  1903.  The  insurance  fund, 
if  the  law  is  sustained  by  the  referendum 
election,  is  to  receive  a  subsidy  of  850,000 
fraucs  yearly  from  the  federation.  But,  in 
view  of  tbe  fact  that  the  requisite  30,000  sig- 
natures were  recorded  against  the  law  with- 
out much  effort  on  the  part  of  its  opponents, 
it  is  more  than  likely  the  law  will  be  buried 
iu  the  referendum. 

Royal  Exchange,  Manchester,  with  its  at 
times  assemblage  of  five  thousand  members, 
had  a  rude  awakening  on  January  5,  to  the 
possibilities  of  the  lurking  danger  buried  be- 
neath their  feet  in  the  city's  streets.  In  this 
instance  the  shock  came  in  the  form  of  a  deaf- 
ening report,  shattered  glass  and  sudden 
darkness  within,  while  from  the  upheaved 
pavement  without  a  blazing  column  of  gas, 
cobble-stones,  walking-sticks,  headgear  and 
mixed  debris  was  seen  to  shoot  up  from  be- 
neath the  feet  of  pedestrians.  The  cause  of 
the  commotion  underground  was  discovered  in 
the  poorly  protected  electric  cables,  which, 
becoming  overheated,  had  ignited  tlie  leaking 
gas  of  the  mains  and  brought  about  an  explo- 
sion. 


Changes  in  connection  with  fire  insurance 
officials  have  not  been  vei-y  marked.  Early  in 
the  year,  Mr.  George  Chappell  was  appointed 
assistant  sub-manager  of  the  Royal  Insurance 
Comi^any,  in  succession  to  the  late  Mr.  Wil- 
liam McLaren.  Following  upon  the  retire- 
ment of  Mr.  William  Chambers  Macdonald,  as 
joint  secretary  of  the  Phcenijc  fire  office,  Mr. 
Hamilton  Brooke  Guernsey  and  Mr.  Clement 
Hutt  were  appointod  joint  assistant  secre- 
taries; Mr.  William  George  Newcomb,  who 
still  continues  to  have  the  foreign  depart- 
ment of  the  Phoenix  under  his  special  charge, 
also  receiving  alike  designation.  Mr.  Fred- 
eric William  Mills  was  ti-ansferred  from  the 
charge  of  the  Calcutta  bi-anch  of  the  London 
and  Lancashire  Fire  Insurance  Company  to 
the  assistant  secretaryship  of  the  head  office 
at  Liverpool.  Mr.  James  Gould  was  pro-  • 
moted  to  the  post  of  sub-manager  of  the  Law 
Union  and  Crown  Insurance  Company.— Post 
Magazine. 

According  to  the  Frankfurter-Zeitung's  cor- 
respondent in  Salonika,  Turkey — population 
150,000 — many  large  fire  offices  have  with- 
drawn on  account,  to  put  it  mildly,  of  troubled 
experiences.  The  fire  hazard  is  fair,  the 
structural  material  of  the  buildings  being 
mostly  stone,  while  the  moral  hazard  is  a 
heavy  one.  Fire  protection  is  furnished  by 
.the  companies  themselves,  which  for  some 
months  past  have  had  the  town  patrolled,  and 
held  fire-engines  in  readiness,  at  their  own 
cost.  The  town  itself  has  a  good  water  sup- 
ply but  practically  no  fire  protection.  Anoth- 
er trouble  is  that  at  every  fire  much  property 
is  stolen  by  the  crowds,  and  the  loss  from  this 
cause  has  to  be  borne  by  the  companies.  For- 
eign companies  are  not  officially  recognized  by 
the  Turkish  magistrates,  and  the  judicial 
administration  is  very  imperfect.  In  spite  of 
all  these  difficulties,  competition  is  very  keen 
and  premium  rates  are  by  no  means  uniformly 
high.  Competition  under  such  conditions  is 
not  unknown  in  the  United  States. 


A  MONSTEK  petition  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  long  and  containing  forty-thousand  signa- 
tures of  business  men  and  other  citizens  in  all 
walks  of  life,  has  been  presented  to  the  ?om- 
mon  council  in  Philadelphia,  in  behalf  of 
shorter  hours  for  members  of  the  fire  depart- 
ment. The  proposed  measure  petitions  for 
twelve  hours  on  and  twelve  oif.  At  the  pres- 
ent time  the  men  are  practically  on  all  the 
time,  save  one  daj'  in  the  week.  There  are 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  men  concerned  in  the 
contemplated  change. 
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Answers   to  Correspondents. 

Fidelity  3Tutual  Life  Ins.  Co.— Under  the 
new  policies  of  this  companj- — now  legal 
reserve— the  resei've  is  ligured  on  a  S'/i 
per  cent,  basis.  The  old  policies  accumu- 
lated a  reserve  ona4percent.  basis.  There 
is  no  clause  in  the  contract  by  which  the 
company  can  levy  an  assessment  in  case 
of  the  impairment  of  the  legal  reserve. 

Pacific  Ilutual  Debenture  Co. — We  chal- 
lenge the  management  to  prove  their  abil- 
ity to  meet  their  obligations. 

Fidelity  3lutual  Aid  JLss'n.— Secretary 
Shetterley  writes  us  as  follows:  Our  annual 
statement  is  on  file  with  the  insurance 
commissioner,  and  we  have  no  means  of 
supplj'ing  you  with  copy  thereof.  .  .  .  As 
to  the  question  as  to  payment  of  consump- 
tion losses,  will  say  that  this  association 
has  never  promised  or  claimed  to  pay 
benefits  for  disability  or  death  the  result 
of  consumption,  or  any  chronic  disease. 
You  ai"e  probably  aware  that  this  asso- 
ciation at  this  time  only  issues  certificates 
or  policies  of  insurance  providing  in  case 
of  death  from  disease  the  nominal  sum  of 
$100  or  less,  and  then  only  as  mentioned 
above. 

San  Francisco. — The  liability  company 
you  inquire  about  may  be  all  right,  but  it 
is  not  time-tried  nor  accident-tested.  The 
company  is  entirely  too  new  to  commend 
itself  to  prudent  employers.  Let  others 
experiment,  while  you  rely  on  proved 
security  supported  by  experience. 


Germany's  Sickness  and   Old   Age   Insurance 
Law  of  J  900. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  Insurance  Ob- 
server of  London  for  the  following  inter- 
esting memorandum  of  data  on  the  Ger- 
man law  of  1900  on  sickness  and  old  age 
insurance.  The  measure — a  lengthy  and 
somewhat  intricate  one — came  into  force 
January  5,  1900.  it  is,  of  course,  an  im- 
perial law,  applying  to  all  parts  of  the 
empire,  and  its  great  object  is  to  bring 
about  a  more  equal  distribution  in  the 
different  parts  of  Germany  of  the  in- 
cidence of  the  cost  of  maintaining  the 
pension  system  for  old  age  and  infirmity, 
as    established    by    imperial    law.      The 


former  law  of  -1889,  on  the  subject  of 
workmens'  insurance,  has  now  been  re- 
pealed. 

Except  in  specially  defined  cases,  com- 
pulsory insurance  is  insisted  on.  Those 
persons  are  not  liable  to  obligatory  insur- 
ance whose  powers  of  work  have  been 
permanently  diminished  in  consequence  of 
old  age,  illness,  or  any  other  infirmity,  to 
the  point  that  they  cannot  any  longer 
earn  their  average  wages.  This  state  is 
assumed  to  exist  when  they  are  no  longer 
in  a  position  to  earn  by  work — reasonably 
corresponding  to  their  powers  and  capabil- 
ities derived  from  their  training  and  pre- 
vious calling — a  third  of  the  money  which 
similar  persons  living  in  the  same  neigh- 
borhood, and  enjoying  good  bodily  and 
mental  condition  are  accustomed  to  earn 
by  work  after  similar  training.  Persons 
who  have  reached  the  age  of  seventy  are 
also  exempt. 

The  right  to  a  pension  for  infirmity  is 
canceled  when  the  incapacity  is  brought 
about  intentionally.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  the  incapacity  is  caused  by  a  crime, 
then  the  pension  can  be  entirely  or  par- 
tially withdrawn;  or,  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances, it  may  be  paid  wholly  or  in 
part  to  the  family  of  the  insured  person. 

An  interesting  provision  of  the  new  law 
is  that  insured  female  persons  who  mari*y 
are  entitled  to  claim  the  reimbursement 
of  half  of  their  contributions,  if  the  same 
have  been  made  for  at  least  200  weeks  be- 
fore marriage.  In  the  same  way,  the 
right  of  a  widow  and  of  her  children  un- 
der fifteen  years  of  age,  left  by  an  insured 
person  to  the  reimbui'sement  of  half  the 
contributions  is  made  dependent  upon  a 
minimum  number  of  two  hundred  con- 
tributory weeks. 

With  regard  to  the  maximum  amount 
of  the  pensions,  the  former  i-egulations 
are  more  or  less  the  same,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  important  alteration.  And 
this  is,  that  in  future  the  maximum  point 
is  only  reached  when  the  infirmity  pen- 
sion, together  with  an  accident  pension, 
and  with  other  pensions,  amounts  to  seven 
and  a  half  times  the  initial  or  fixed  sum 
granted   to   each   class  of    the  infirmity 
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pensions.  In  the  present  law.  the  max- 
imum is  fixed  for  all  pension-holders 
alike  at  415  marks — about  one  hundred 
dollars. 

Faded  Assignment  Writing  on  a  Life  Policy. 

The  united  efforts  of  Emma  Kozrainsky 
and  her  son,  et.  al.,  some  years  since,  to 
mulct  the  Tallant  Banking  Company  out 
of  a  snug  nest  egg  by  hocus  pocusing 
with  a  life  policy,  upon  which  the  bank- 
ers had  loaned  young  Kozminsky  $3,000, 
terminated  disastrously  for  the  borrowers. 

It  seems  that  in  '95  the  bank  lent  young 
K.  $3,000,  taking  as  collateral  security  a 
$5,000  policy  of  insurance  upon  the  life  of 
his  father,  in  which  his  mother  was 
named  as  beneficiary.  In  '96,  one  A.  H. 
Buhne,  a  partner  of  young  K.,  secured 
from  the  bank  the  policy  temporarily,  to 
enable  the  partners  to  obtain  the  money 
elsewhere  that  was  due  the  bank,  and  take 
up  the  note.  That  was  the  last  sight  the 
bank  had  of  the  policy  until  last  Novem- 
ber, when  it  was  produced  in  court. 

Father  Kozminsky  died  last  year,  and 
Mother  Kozminsky,  the  beneficiary,  forth- 
with applied  for  the  insurance  money; 
but  the  wise  man  up  in  the  Mutual  Life 
building  said  her  nay,  nay,  Pauline,  the 
courts  alone  shall  solve  this  riddle. 

When  the  policy  was  exhibited  in  court, 
lo  and  behold  I  the  written  assignment  by- 
Mother  Kozminsky,  on  which  the  bank 
had  made  the  loan,  had  faded  from  the 
sight  of  man  I  The  assignment  being  the 
real  point  at  issue  all  the  testimony  was 
concentrated  on  its  obliteration.  The 
court  disbelieved  the  Kozminskys,  mother 
and  son,  who  swore  point  blank  there 
never  was  an  assignment  written  on  the 
policy.  The  policy  itself  and  the  evidence 
of  the  bank's  cashier,  together  with  that 
of  the  partner,  Buhne,  who  borrowed  the 
policy  of  the  bank,  satisfied  the  court 
that  the  bank  was  entitled  to  the  verdict. 
This  was  given,  with  interest  to  date. 


have  proved  annoying  failures!  It  is  now 
in  order,  however,  for  the  New  England 
life  association  to  pay  its  members  a  relief 
sum  in  the  event  of  loss  by  fire,  the  money 
to  be  likewise  collected  by  assessments. 
But  the  life  men  know  moi^e  about  fire 
insurance  than  the  fire  men  know  about 
life  insurance,  and  the  foolish  example 
will  not  be  followed. 


The  United  Brotherhood  of  the  Colored 
Brethren. 

Booker  T.  Washington,  the  foremost 
colored  man  of  the  world,  is  organizing 
the  United  Brotherhood  for  the  educa- 
tion and  relief  of  his  fellows,  who  are 
denied  admission  to  white  men's  fraternal 
insurance  societies.  Chicago  has  been 
selected  as  headquarters.  It  is  announced, 
with  somewhat  too  much  of  pomp,  that 
the  new  order  will  be  of  "international" 
scope. 

The  insurance  feature  will  have  uniform 
low  premiums,  but  will  reduce  the  "face 
of  the  policy"  according  to  age  at  entry. 


THf;  New  England  Exchange  (of  fire 
men)  has  voted  to  give  deceased  members 
a  death  benefit,  to  be  paid  for  by  assess- 
ments of  the  living  members.  And  after 
many   similar   schemes   of  business   men 


Christian  Science  an  Objection. 

The  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen 
recently  declined  to  pay  a  death  claim, 
on  the  ground  that  the  physician  was  dis- 
missed a  short  time  before  the  death  of 
the  insured,  and  •  'Christian  science' '  treat- 
ment substituted.  Or  rather,  because  the 
certificate  of  death  of  the  "healer"  was 
not  acceptable,  and  the  regular  physician 
declined  to  certify  to  the  death  of  a 
patient  whom,  as  it  seems,  he  was  unable 
to  cure.  It  is  not  intimated  that  the 
death  was  unnatural,  or  that  the  attend- 
ing physician  entertained  any  faith  in  his 
own  ability  to  cure.  The  A.  O.  U.  W. 
member  died,  and  his  fraternal  "insur- 
ance" society  gladly  availed  itself  of  the 
opportunity  to  resist  the  claim. 

The  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  also 
refused  to  pay  a  death  claim,  on  the  same 
ground  of  the  employment  of  a  faith  cure 
physician  whose  certificate  of  death  was 
"irregular. " 

There  was  no  question  as  to  the  death 
of  either  of  these  "insured"  men,  nor  as 
to  the  absence  of  a  criminal   cause.     The 
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objections  raised  by  these  "fraternal"  in- 
surance societies  are,  under  the  circum- 
stances, merely  technical,  and  are  un- 
worthy of  any  really  fraternal  society. 

The  certificate  of  death,  required  by 
life  insurance  company,  is  merely  a  part 
of  the  proof,  and  it  was  never  contem- 
plated that  it  would  be  uged  as  a  dis- 
crimination against  a  school  of  the  heal- 
ing art,  not  even  against  quackery,  for 
that  matter. 

Some  of  Us  Might  Dislike  to  Answer. 

An  Eastern  life  insurance  company  has 
the  following  blank  clause  in  its  applica- 
tion, to  be  filled  in  and  signed  by  the 
applicant: 

That  I  do  not  use,  and  have  never  used, 
narcotics,  and  have  never  used  daily,  exceed- 
ing two  ounces  of  spirits,  or  two  drinks  of 
wines  or  malt  liquors,  and  have  always  been 
temperate  and  sober,  except  as  stated  below  : 
(Answer  must  be  specific— "moderately"  or 
"occasionally"  will  not  do.)  Give  kind  and 
daily  quantity,  and  the  number  of  times  you 
have  used  them,  or  any  of  them,  to  extent  of 
inebriation. 

Received  Only  Three-Fifths. 

Mrs.  C.  J.  Smith,  widow,  8"  South 
Park,  San  Francisco,  held  a  policy  for 
$5,000,  issued  by  the  Mutual  Reserve  Fund 
Life  Association  on  the  life  of  her  husband. 

Either  the  agent  or  the  insured,  prob- 
ably the  former,  understated  the  age  two 
years  in  the  application.  The  association 
seized  upon  this  error  as  a  pretext  for  re- 
sisting the  claim.  No  offer  of  an  amount 
for  which  the  premium  would  have  paid 
was  made.  The  association,  in  a  cold- 
blooded way,  appears  to  have  assumed 
that  Mr.  Smith  had  deliberately  mis- 
stated his  age.  Just  as  if  none  of  its  solic- 
itors had  ever  made  such  a  misstatement 
in  drawing  up  the  application,  in  order  to 
give  a  lower  premium  rate  as  an  induce- 
ment. 

The  widow  talked  of  bi-inging  suit,  but 
the  representations  of  the  association's 
counsel  were  doubtless  so  cunningly  pre- 
sented that  her  legal  claim  seemed  hope- 
less. She  finally  accepted  a  little  over 
$3,000  in  full  settlement  of  her  equitable 
claim  for  a  trifle  less  than  $5,000. 


The  reader  is  invited  to  say  whether  or 
not  Mrs.  Smith  had  a  just  claim  for  an 
amount  of  insurance  in  proportion  to  the 
premium  paid  by  her  husband,  according 
to  the  Mutual  Reserve  Fund's  table  of 
rates.  We  have  no  doubt  that  the  reader 
will  agree  with  us,  and  will  condemn  the 
New  York  assessment  association  for  the 
illiberal  settlement  which  it  forced  upon 
this  poor  woman. 


Failed. 

The  Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Fireside,  a 
Kansas  City  fraternal  insurance  society,  has 
gone  into  the  hands  of  a  receiver. 


Second  Vice-President  De  Boer. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  National 
Life  Ins.  Co.,  January  16,  the  office  of  second 
vice-president  was  created,  and  the  company's 
actuary,  Joseph  A.  De  Boer,  was  elected  to 
fill  that  position.  The  supervision  of  the  com- 
panj''s  insurance,  heretofore  in  charge  of  the 
vice-president,  is  now  transferred  to  Second 
Vice-President  De  Boer. 


Another  Bank  Defaulter  Prosecuted  by  Amer- 
ican Surety  Company. 

Fred  L.Newton,  paying  teller  of  the  Fidelity 
Ti'ust  &  Guaranty  Company  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
disappeared  on  December  14,  1S99,  and  on  De- 
cember 20th,  the  American  Surety  Company, 
suretj'  on  his  bond  for  810,000,  received  the 
claim  for  the  full  amount  and  paid  it  on  that 
date.  Newton  was  arrested  on  Monday,  Jan- 
uary S,  1900,  and  will  undergo  trial  for  embez- 
zlement in  due  course. 


Equitable  Life  Papers. 

The  Equitable  Record  appears  in  new  form 
and  hand.some  cover,  as  a  winter  number. 
On  "twisting,"  the  editor  says,  in  an  article 
entitled  "Old  Friends"  : 

"If  any  agent  at  auy  time  tries  to  make  you 
exchange  any  policy  in  any  good  company  for 
any  policy  in  any  other  good  company,  or  even 
in  the  same  company — dox't!" 

This  is  sound  advice,  evidently  given  in  the 
right  spirit. 

The  Equitable  News  is  an  agents'  journal. 
The  issue  befoi'e  us,  which  is  vol.  1  and  number 
1,  gives  promise  of  a  very  useful  careeil  It  is 
just  what  it  purports  to  be.  Sixteen  pages  of 
the  contents  of  this  octavo  are  very  interest- 
ing. We  congratulate  Editor  Fi'ank  G. 
Edwards. 
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He  Got  Cheap  Insurance. 
Chas.  R.  Kline,  Beechwood,  Pa.,  ap- 
peal's to  have  been  down  on  "the  insur- 
ance trust. "  Tliough  not  an  underwriter, 
he  was  convinced  that  rates  were  too 
high.  So  he  insured  in  a  lot  of  wildcat 
companies  which  cut  rates;  and  now,  after 
the  tire,  he  tinds  it  hard  to  collect  a  dollar 
of  his  loss.  He  was  '"insured"  in  com- 
panies of  which  the  Coast  Review  has 
printed  warning  notices.  The  moi-al  of 
Mr.  Kline's  experience  is  that  any  sort  of 
policy  is  good  as  long  as  there  is  no  lire; 
but  when  a  loss  occui-s,  it  is  better  to  have 
dealt  with-  legitimate  companies  which 
charge  adequate  rates. 


No  Discrimination   Against  the  Farmer. 

One  Cromer,  of  Pomona  oi-  thereabout, 
who  recently  organized  a  county  fire  mu- 
tual, read  a  paper  at  a  meeting  in  Rivei-- 
side,  on  the  subject  of  mutual  fire  insur- 
ance. He  is  reported  as  saying  that  as 
the  law  of  California  "now  stands  the 
farmer  is  largely  discriminated  against 
whenever  he  tries  to  keep  himself  by 
mutual  fire  insurance."  "He  asked  that 
mutual  companies  be  granted  the  same 
privileges  of  regular  companies.  " 

It  seems  to  us  that  Cromer  is  very 
ignorant  of  the  law,  or  is  attempting  to 
deceive  the  farmers.  For  many  years  the 
law  of  California  has  "granted"  to  organ- 
izers of  mutuals  "the  same  privileges"  as 
those  of  the  regular  or  stock  companies. 
Anj'body  has  been  at  liberty  to  organize 
a  mutual  under  precisely  the  same  condi- 
tions governing  the  organization  of  a 
stock  company. 

The legislature-^un wisely,  as  we  think — 
recently  went  farther,  and  threw  down 
the  bars  of  safety  by  permitting  the  organ- 
ization of  county  mutuals  with  restrictions 
so  nominal  tliat  every  adventurer  out  of  a 
job  or  hoping  to  make  an  extra  salary 
will  be  tempted  to  experiment  with  a 
"farmers"'  mutual. 

The  law  is  briefly  set  forth  as  follows  in 
the  Coast  Review  Fire  Insurance  Chart: 

"Twenty-five  owners  of  insurable  property 
may  incorpoi'ate  a  county  fire  mutual;  busi- 
ness to  be  restricted  to  detached  dwellings, 


churches,    barns  and   other    farm    buildings, 
hay,  grain  and  live  stock  in  county." 

These  "restrictions"  are  designed  to 
promote  the  security  of  the  policyholders 
by  preventing  a  conflagration  loss.  Al- 
though the  law  is  framed  for  a  farmers' 
mutual,  the  business  is  not  restricted  to 
farm  rislvs.  The  county  mutual  may 
write  business  in  towns  of  less  than  6,0C0 
population.  We  fail  to  find  in  this  law 
any  discrimination  against  farmers  mu- 
tuals. The  few  restrictions  are  of  a  nature 
to  prevent  speculative  underwriting,  con- 
flagration losses  and  sudden  failure. 

The  law  cannot  prevent  eventual  fail- 
ure, however,  for  the  management  of  the 
county  mutual  must  inevitably  be  inex- 
perienced :  and  its  paying  ability  will  never 
be  equal  to  meeting  a  run  of  bad  luck. 
There  will  never  be  any  reserve  fund  to 
meet  an  unexpected  succession  of  losses. 
And  it  is  the  unexpected  that  happens  in 
mutual  fire  insurance. 


Retirement  of  Manager  Chard. 

Vice-President  Faymonville  of  the  Fire- 
man's Fund,  who  is  now  in  Chicago, 
handsomely  says  of  the  retiring  manager 
of  the  central  depai-tment,  Thomas  Chard, 
in  a  circular  to  agents: 

"I  deem  it  a  privilege,  as  it  is  a  great 
pleasure  tome,  to  give  expression  to  the  feeling 
of  high  esteem  in  which  Mr.  Chard,  our  re- 
tiring manager,  is  held  by  the  ofHcers  and 
directors  of  the  Fireman's  Fund  Insurance 
Company,  whose  interests  he  has  so  faithfully 
and  conscientiously  guarded.  His  thirty 
years'  connection  with  the  company  forms  an 
unbroken  record  of  ability  and  loj'alty,  w'hile  in 
the  insurance  profession  at  large  he  has  ever 
stood  for  all  that  is  best  in  the  business.  We 
part  with  Mr.  Chard  with  sincere  regret,  but 
feel  fortunate  that  we  will  continue  to  have  the 
benefit  of  his  counsel  as  a  director  of  the  com- 
pany. Pei'sonally  we  shall  always  hold  him 
in  the  bighest  regard  as  a  loj-al  and  warm- 
hearted friend." 


Statistical  Numbers. 

The  February  Coast  Review,  as  usual, 
is  a  great  statistical  number,  with  all  the 
latest  figures. 

All  the  branches  are  represented — fire, 
marine,  life,    accident,   surety,    etc.     We 
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add,  for  the  sake  of  life  agents,  a  table  of 
the  total  figures  of  the  principal  American 
companies'  grand  totals — a  most  impres- 
sive compilation,  by  the  way.  The  latter 
table  will  be  printed  in  the  May  Coast 
Review,  bringing  the  totals  up  to  1900. 

Take  it  altogether,  the  February  Coast 
Review  is  a  great  insurance  chart,  worthy 
to  be  kept  at  hand  by  every  intelligent  in- 
surance man  interested  in  Pacific  West 
business,  until  the  next  February  number 
appears. 

Coast  Review  Extras. 

During  January  the  Coast  Review  is- 
sued— 

Three  life  extras, 

Three  news  extras. 

Two  marine  extras. 

Six  fire  extras. 
This  record  beats  all  other  records. 


funds  and  left  a  balance  on  the  wrong  side 
of  the  underwriting  account.  The  prop- 
erty-owning public  must  prepare  itself 
for  higher  insurance  rates  or  inferior  in- 
demnity. Solvent  loss-paying  companies 
will  exact  adequate  rates. 


Maj.  Christensen's  New  Offices. 
Well,  220  Sansome  street  looks  like  a 
new  building.  One  would  not  imagine 
the  reconstructed  office  as  being  the  old 
State  Investment's  home.  It  is  light  and 
cheerful.  The  old  stairway  has  been  re- 
moved, and  a  handsome  plate-glass  win- 
dow in  the  entry-way  gives  the  visitor  an 
attractive  view  of  the  entire  office.  The 
door,  as  formerly,  is  at  the  right,  facing 
Manager  Christensen's  private  office. 
The  space  once  given  to  the  stairway  is 
now  filled  with  a  row  of  city  men's  desks. 
The  curve  of  the  counter,  narrowing  the 
front  office,  yields  a  convenient  floor-area 
for  the  general  public.  The  office  is  140 
feet  deep,  and  is  exceptionally  well  lighted 
throughout,  rear  as  well  as  front.  Pris- 
matic glass  diffuses  the  light  everywhere, 
so  that  in  this  respect,  as  well  as  in  room- 
iness and  general  convenience,  the  new 
offices  are  admirably  adapted  for  rapid 
clerical  work  under  healthful  and  pleas- 
ing conditions. 

Fire  insurance  rates  will  have  to 
be  advanced  generally  throughout  the 
United  States— in  the  large  cities  of  the 
East  especially.  The  new  year  has  begun 
most  unfavorably,  after  a  year  which 
generally  reduced  the  companies'  surplus 


New  York  Life's  New  Rule. 

THE  COMPANY  WILL  NO  LONGER  NE- 
GOTIATE WITH  OTHER  COMPANIES' 
AGENTS. 

Second  Vice-President  Perkins  has 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  agency  directors 
of  the  New  York  Life  Ins.  Co.,  in  the 
course  of  which  he  says: 

You  have  been  repeatedly  urged  by  me  and 
other  officers  of  the  company  associated  with 
me  in  the  agency  work  to  spend  very  little 
time  talking  with  agents  of  other  companies 
who  approach  you  with  the  idea  of  transferring 
their  services  to  our  company. 

With  the  beginning  of  every  year  there  are 
a  large  number  of  men  in  the  market,  floating 
from  one  company  to  another.  It  is  unneces- 
sary to  say  that  experience  has  taught  you 
gentlemen  in  the  field  and  us  at  the  home 
office  that  this  class  of  men  is  worth  about  as 
much  to  a  company  as  the  brokerage  business 
to  be  had  in  the  closing  days  of  December. 

We  do  not  want  business  that  goes  on  our 
books  one  j-ear  and  oflf  another.  We  do  not 
want  agents  who  work  for  us  one  year  and  for 
someone  else  the  next.  We  have  therefore 
decided  to  establish  a  rule  that  we  will  no 
longer  negotiate  with  agents  employed  by  any 
other  American  life  insurance  company. 

This  is  to  notify  j'ou  of  our  decision,  and  to 
ask  you  to  please  govern  yourselves  accord- 
ingly. 

First — You  are  not  under  any  circumstances, 
to  approach,  directly  or  indiiectly,  an  agent 
of  any  other  life  insurance  company  with  a 
view  to  his  entering  our  service. 

S>ec()nd — If  an  agent  now  in  the  employ  of 
any  other  companj',  or  one  who  has  been  in  the 
employ  of  another  company,  within  a  period  of 
three  months,  approaches  you,  you  must  say 
to  him  that  you  are  not  at  liberty  to  negotiate 
with  him  unless  he  brings  you  a  proper  re- 
lease from  his  last  employer  or  evidence  that 
he  is  at  liberty  to  negotiate  with  another 
companj';  that  his  accounts  are  square,  and 
that  his  business  has  been  of  a  good  character. 

Complete  evidence  on  these  points  must 
accompany  any  contract  you  may  arrange  to 
this  office,  or  it  will  not  be  executed. 
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Some  Coast  Percentages  as  to  Amount  Written. 

We  have  compiled  the  following-  ratios, 

which  we  deem  interesting  and  seasonable: 

Year  Ratio  of  Prems.    Ratio  of  Losses. 

Ending  to  Amount  to  Amount 

Dec.  31.  Written.  Written. 

1899 1.71      81 

1898 1.67 88 

1897 l.()9 81 

1896 1.46 82 

1895 1.52 82  . 

1894 1.84 91 

1893 1.95 84 

1892 1.98 87 

1891 1.99 74 

1890  .......  1.92 81 

1889  .......  1.94 1.61 

Average  ....  1.79 89 


Appointed  Assistant  Manager. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  we  an- 
nounce that  the  local  directors  of  the 
Pacific  department  of  the  Palatine  Insur- 
ance Company,  with  the  approval  of  the 
head  office,  have  appointed  Charles  T. 
Parker  assistant  manager.  Mr.  Parker 
is  too  well  known  in  this  field  to  require 
any  introduction  or  special  word  of  praise 
by  the  Coast  Review.  He  has  been  Man- 
ager Laton's  assistant  for  a  numbei'  of 
years,  and  his  appointment  to  the  position 
of  assistant  manager  is  due  recognition  of 
able  and  painstaking  services.  Mr.  Parker 
is  a  hard  worker,  with  experience  in  both 
office  and  field.  In  addition  to  holding  the 
position  of  assistant  manager  of  the  Pacific 
department  of  the  Palatine,  Mr.  Parker 
will  also  be  assistant  general  agent  of  the 
Traders.  

Fresno  Packing-House  Rates  Advanced. 

Rates  on  buildings  in  the  Fresno  "rail- 
road reservation"  have  been  raised  from 
50  to  100  per  cent.  The  underwriters 
have  lost  a  great  deal  of  money  on  the 
reservation,  and  this  advance  has  been 
only  too  long  delayed.  Raisin  packing- 
houses line  the  reservation  for  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile,  and  are  very  near  to- 
gether in  some  instances.  In  addition  to 
the  S.  ■  P.  railroad  reservation,  on  the 
Santa  Fe  railroad  resei'vation  there  are 
new    packing-houses     where    the    water 


supply. is  hardly  adequate.  There  is  no 
main  on  either  reservation.  The  prevail- 
ing winds  sweep  down  the  reservation. 
Rates  can  not  safely  be  lowered  until  a 
better  class  of  buildings  succeed,  with 
wide,  clean  spaces  between. 

The  Fresno,  Cal.,  Democrat  has  the 
fairness  to  say:  "The  raising  of  insurance 
premiums,  especially  on  factories  and 
packing-houses,  has  been  expected  for 
some  time,  but  it  is  none  the  less  a  heavy 
blow  to  factory  owners.  And  yet  no  one 
who  is  familiar  with  the  insurance  problem 
as  presented  in  this  city  for  several  years 
past  and  as  it  exists  even  now,  will  con- 
tend that  there  is  anything  arbitrary  or 
despotic  in  the  action  of  the  insuranpe 
companies.  They  have  simply  acted  to 
protect  themselves." 


American   Surety  Company   of    New^   York. 

The  annual  statement  of  this  great  surety 
company  presents  the  following  totals: 

Resources $5-207,985 

Liabilities 862,610 

Gross  surplus $4,345,375 

Capital 2,500,000 

Net  surplus $1,845,375 

The  surplus  as  regards  policyholders  is  over 
four  and  a  third  millions,  making  the  Ameri- 
can Surety  Company  of  New  York  the  largest 
surety  company  of  the  world,  both  in  assets 
and  in  surplus  funds. 

Last  year  the  company  increased  its  assets 
$149,000,  after  paying  8  per  cent,  dividends  to 
the  holders  of  its  two  and  a  half  millions  of 
paid-up  capital.  It  carried  to  undivided  prof- 
its, $106,125,  making  the  net  earnings  in  1899, 
$306, 125.  It  is  evident,  from  this  summary, 
that  the  big  surety  company  is  very  pros- 
perous. 

In  this  field,  where  it  is  represented  by 
Jas.  li.  Garniss,  the  American  Surety  wrote 
an  increased  amount  of  surety  and  fidelity 
business. 


^.That  discharged  employe's  charges,  in 
Indiana,  against  the  ^'Etna,  in  regard  to  re- 
port of  premiums  for  taxation,  have  been  dis- 
missed by  the  finance  board  of  the  state. 
Klayer,  the  dischargee,  vented  his  spite  in 
vain,  for  nobody  ever  believed  there  was  any 
truth  in  his  noisy  allegations. 
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50th  Annual  Statement  of  the  Aetna  Life  In- 
surance Company. 

GAINS  IN  NEW  BUSINESS,  IN  ASSETS,  IN 
INSURANCE  IN  FORCE,  AND  IN  LIFE  AND 
ACCIDENT  AND  HEALTH  DEPARTMENTS. 

The  ^-Etna  Life  Insurance  Company  of 
Hartford  made  very  handsome  oains  last 
year.  The  assets  were  mcreased  by 
$2,623,279,  and  the  life,  term  and  endow- 
ment insurance  in  force  gained  over 
$11,000,000.  The  accident  and  health  in- 
surance in  force  gained  some  $26,000,000. 
The  total  premium  income  gained  $702,- 
000. 

The  ^tna  Life  is  the  largest  company 
in  the  world,  writing  accident  insurance. 
It  has  $52,850,300  assets,  of  which  the  sur- 
plus is  $5,4-12,215.  The  proportion  of  sur- 
plus to  assets  is  large. 

Since  organization  the  ^Etna  Life  has 
paid  nearly  $115,000,000  to  policyholders. 
It  issues  all  the  latest  forms  of  life,  endow- 
ment, accident  and  health  policies.  It 
makes  a  good  showing  in  the  matter  of 
dividends  to  policyholders. 

This  is  the  Etna's  jubilee  year.  It  is 
half  a  century  old. 

The  Pacific  department  is  in  charge  of 
Manager  H.  B.  Houghton.  The  Metro- 
politan agency  of  the  accident  depart- 
ment  is   in  charge  of  John    H.  Stevens. 


alike  praise  the  official  record  of  the  re- 
tiring superintendent.  Mr.  Payn  '  has 
made  a  model  superintendent  of  insurance. 


Superintendent  Francis  Hendricks. 

Gov.  Roosevelt  of  New  York  has  ap- 
pointed Francis  Hendricks  successor  to 
Superintendent  Payn  of  the  insurance  de- 
partment. We  have  no  doubt  that  all 
the  complimentary  things  said  of  Superin- 
tendent Francis  are  true,  and  that  he  will 
make  a  very  worthy  successor  to  the  in- 
cumbent official.  The  legislatui'e,  under 
the  circumstances,  would  not  have  ap- 
proved the  nomination  of  anybody  not 
undeniably  the  right  man  for  the  right 
place. 

We  recall  the  fact  that  when  Supt. 
Payn  was  appointed,  and  all  the  mug- 
mump  journals  raged  mightily  thereat, 
the  Coast  Review  expressed  the  belief 
that  the  appointment  was  excellent. 
Events  justify.     Underwriters  and   press 


Reflecting  on  the  Mutual  Life   of   Kentucky. 

Of  the  Mutual  Life  of  Kentucky,  re- 
cently examined.  Commissioner  Stone 
says,  rather  severely:  "The  apportion  of 
profits  [surplus]  has  been  made  on  no 
scientific  basis,  but  simply  by  order  of  the 
secretary."  This  apportionment  was 
made  in  spite  of  the  actuary's  pi-otests. 
It  was  impossible  for  the  examiner  to 
obtain  a  balanced  statement  from  the 
books,  owing  to  the  "miserable  manage- 
ment"of  the  office.     Examiner  Wolf  said: 

"Within  the  past  two  years  a  great 
many  of  these  policies  have  been  written 
by  theagents  of  the  company.  The  prem- 
iums have  been  obtained  by  taking  20  per 
cent,  off  of  the  participating  pi'emiums 
and  using  the  same  surrender  values  as 
are  given  to  participating  policies.  Ex- 
cessively high  commissions  are  paid  to 
agents  on  this  business,  and  an  idea  of  the 
way  in  which. this  practice  eats  into  the 
surplus  of  the  company  may  be  seen  from 
the  fact  that  the  loading  on  the  premiums 
is  not  sufficient  to  even  pay  the  renewal 
commissions.  The  actuary  of  the  com- 
pany has  protested  to  the  secretary  against 
these  methods,  but  without  avail. 

"On  November  30,  1899,  this  company 
had  9.728  policies  outstanding,  covering 
$15,496,717;  the  statement  on  December  31 
of  last  year,  showed  9,121  policies  out- 
standing, covering  $15,073.J'80.  During 
the  year  1899,  about  $4,000,000  of  new  in- 
surance has  been  issued,  so  that  the  high 
lapse  and  surrender  rate  may  be  easily 
detected    bv    the  small    increase  made." 


If  the  Missoula,  Mon.,  Dem.-Mess.  is 
correct  in  saying  that  "local  agents  of 
life  insurance  companies  predict  a  great 
rate-cutting  war  between  [among]  the  re- 
spective [respectable?]  after  the  first 
year,"  and  that  they  "promise  to  insure 
individuals  [persons]  at  a  ridiculously  low 
rate,  "  then  the  life  agents  of  Missoula  are 
an  exceptionally  blissful  lot  of  men  who 
will  never  be  guilty  of  at  least  one  folly. 


Life,  Accident,  and  Health  Insurance. 


50th    Annual  Statement  (Condensed), 

^Etna  Life 

Insurance  Company, 

Hartford,  Conn. 
MORGAN  G.  BULKELEY,  President. 


Assets,  January   i,   1900,  .... 

Legal  Reserve,  4%  standard,  and  all  claims, 

Special  Reserve,  in  addition  to  4%  reserve, 

Surplus  as  to  Policyholders,  January   i,  1900, 

Payments  to  Policyholders,   in   1899, 

Premium  receipts  in  1899,  .... 

Interest  receipts  in   1899,  .... 

Total  receipts  in  1899,  •  •  • 

Tyife,  Endowment,  and  Term  Policies  issued  and  revived  in 

1899,    13,212,  insuring,      .... 
Life,  Endowment,  and  Term  Insurance  in  force,  Jan.  i,  1900,    168,449,790  00 
Accident  Insurance  in  force  January  i,  1900,  .  .      185,807,470  00 


$52,850,299  90 
45,764,084  04 
1,644,000  00 
5,442,215  86 
5,089,955  70 
7,123,651  54 
2,395,073  27 
9,518,724  75 


24,494,545  00 


Paid  Policyholders 
since 


ZI^S.  $114,593,414.72 


/Etna  Life's  Gains  in  1899. 


New  Premium  Income     ....  $  196,179.06 

Total  Premium  Income 701,949.45 

Assets 2,623^79.09 

Life,   Term  and  Endow- 
ment Insurance  issued 

and  revived      2,515,361.50 


Life,  Term  and  Endowment 

Insurance  in  force     ....  $11,056,858.00 

Accident  and  Healtfi ' 

Insurance  in  force     ....    25,946,350.00 

Number  of  Policyholders   .    .    .  17,998 


H.  B.  HOUGHTON,  Manager, 


San  Francisco,     -     CnJ. 
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Latest  Fire  Companies*  Figures, 

Aachen  &,  Munich,  U.  S.  Bkanch.— Assets, 
$915,933;  reinsurance  i-eserve,  *312,321  ;  net 
surplus,  $524,394 ;  premiums,  $481,00");  losses, 
$322. 

-iExN  A. —Assets,  $13,019,411;  liabilities, 
$3,861,796;  net  surplus,  $5,157,615;  premiums, 
$3,674,705;  losses,  $2,271,003. 

AoKicuLTUUAL. — Assets,  $2,245,607;  reinsur- 
ance reserve,  $1,030,971;  net  surplus,  $557,700; 
premiums,  $882,016;  losses,  572,347. 

Alliance,  U.  S.  Branch.— Assets,  $86:3,912; 
reinsurance  reserve,  $119,874;  net  surplus, 
784,277;  premiums,  $163,663;  losses,  .f50,8R0. 

American  of  Boston. — Assets,  $636,743;  re- 
insurance reserve,  $153,256;  net  sui'plus,  $144,- 
077;  premiums,  $213,801;  losses,  $132,.561. 

American  Central. — Assets,  $1,941,324; 
liabilities,  $810,4.=j6;  net  surplus,  $530,867;  pre- 
miums-, $828,211 ;  losses,  $530,620. 

Assurance  Company  of  America. — Assets, 
J550,958;  reinsurance  reserve,  $119,294;  net 
surplus,  $168,597;  premiums,  $1.57,871;  losses, 
$139,573. 

American,  of  Newark. — Assets,  $3,543,144; 
net  surplus,  $1,410,543;  income,  $1,152,653; 
outgo,  $760.3.53;  premiums,  $760,353;  losses, 
$389,299. 

American,  of  N.  Y.— Assets,  $1,451,834;  re- 
insui'ance  reserve,  $549,222;  net  surplus,  $331,- 
840;  premiums,  $794,106;  losses,  $486,140. 

American,  of  Philadelphia.— Assets,  $2,626,- 
441;  reinsurance  reserve,  $.^69,820;  net  sur- 
plus,  $388,934;    premiums,    $1,203,561;    losses, 

$857,513. 

Atlas,  U.  S.  Branch.— Assets,  $1,065,657; 
reinsurance  reserve,  $510,687;  net  surplus, 
$429,930;   premiums,  $702,782;  losses,  $4.53,520. 

British  America,  U.  S.  Branch. — Assets, 
$1,215,253;  reinsurance  reserve,  $600,126;  net 
surplus,  $484,872;  premiums,  $1,108,393;  losses, 
$826,776. 

Caledonian- American,  N..  Y. — Assets, 
$361,7.53;  reinsurance  reserve,  $61,5.52;  net  sur- 
plus, $71,333;  premiums,  $92,502;  losses,  $71,- 
473. 

Caledonian. — Assets,  $1,952,119;  reinsur- 
ance reserve,  $894,532;  net  surplus,  $814,912; 
premiums,  $1,146,361;  losses,  $824,628.  These 
are  the  United  States  branch  figures. 


Commercial  Union,  N.  Y.— Assets,  .$328,387; 
reinsurance  reserve,  $80,816;  net  surplus,  .$21,- 
577;  premiums,  $124,937;  losses,  .$64,7S4. 

Commercial  Union,  U.  S.  Branch. — Assets, 
$3,780,714;  reinsurance  i-eserve,  $1,927,828; 
net  surplus,  $1,325,610;  premiums,  $2,361,596; 
losses,  $1,447,548. 

Connecticut  Fire  Ins.  Co.— Assets,  $3,946,- 
951;  liabilities,  $1,897,049;  net  surplus,  $1,049,- 
902;  premiums,  $1,857,854;  losses,  $1,061,967; 
total  income,  $2,010,877;    total  expenditures, 

$1,867,572. 

Continental.— Assets,  $9,809,6C0;  liabil- 
ities, $4,774,665;  net  surplus,  $4,034,995;  pre- 
miums, $3,876,078;  losses,  $2,274,159. 

Fire  Association. — Assets,  $6,280,028;  rein- 
surance reserve,  $2,0fc9,S70;  net  surplus,  $l,Oi;0'- 
636;   premiums,   $2,510,055;  losses,   $1,806,862. 

Fireman's  Fund. —Assets,  $3,884,381 ;  rein- 
surance reserve,  $1,316,823;  net  surplus  $1,312,- 
720;  premiums,    $1,808,930;    losses,    $1,212,009. 

Franklin.— Assets,  $3,120,027;  liabilities, 
$1,615,794;  net  surplus,  $1,104,232;  premiums, 
$485,613;  losses,  $.304,105. 

German-American. — Assets,  $8,228,953;  net 
surplus,  $3,946,576;  premiums,  $2,C87,647; 
losses,  $1,801,900. 

Hamburg-Bremen,  U.  S.  Branch. — Assets, 
$1,576,997;  reinsurance  reserve,  $855,869;  net 
surplus,  $.544,867;  premiums,  $1,110,196;  losses, 
$668,130 

Hanover. — Assets,  $3,097,641;  reinsurance 
reserve,  $1,211,176;  net  surplus,  $618,818;  pre- 
miums, $1,488,-540;  losses,  $1,084,720. 

Hartford  Fire.— Assets,  $ll,0fi0,912;  liabil- 
ities, $6,024,883;  net  surplus,  $3,786,029;  pre- 
miums, $6,224,178;  losses,  $4,113,095. 

Home,  of  New  York.— Assets,  $12,808,395; 
reinsurance  reserve,  $4,381,073;  net  surplus, 
$4,631,936;  premiums,  $4,480,073;  losses,  $2,620,- 
406. 

Home  Mutual. — Assets,  $965,559;  net  sur- 
plus, $315,928 ;  premiums,  $414,084 ;  losses,  $252,- 
937. 

Helvetia  Swiss,  U.  S.  Branch.— Assets, 
$916,421;  reinsurance  reserves,  $255,341;  net 
surplus,  $.529,312;  premiums,  $423,113;  losses, 
$265,367. 

Imperial,  U.  S.  Branch. — Assets,  $1,938,- 
375;  net  surplus,  $786,873;  premiums,  $1,141,- 
313;  losses,  $801,124. 
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Kings  County.— Assets,  $362,369;  reinsur- 
ance reserve,  $33,465;  net  surplus,  $110,976; 
premiums,  $43,265;  losses,  $28,096. 

Lancasuire,  U.  S.  Branch. — Assets,  $2,300,- 
766;  reinsurance  reserve,  |1, 346, 251;  net  sur- 
plus, $614,157;    premiums,   $1,799,210;   losses, 

$1,487,217. 

Law  Union  &  Crown. —Assets,  $687,802;  re- 
insurance reserve,  $168,409;  net  surplus,  $474,- 
937;  premiums,  $240,156;  losses,  $193,299. 
These  are  United  States  branch  figures. 

London  &  Lancashire,  U.  S.  Branch.  —As- 
sets, $2,861,661;  reinsurance  reserve,  $1,515,- 
815;  net  surplus,  $1,079,083;  premiums,  $1,515,- 
815;  losses,  $1,0.54,057. 

London  Assurance,  U.  S.  Branch.— Assets, 
$1,673,419;  reinsurance  reserve,  $737,124;  net 
surplus,  $841,218;  premiums,  $801,632;  losses, 
$573,483. 

Lion.— Assets,  $874,014;  reinsurance  re- 
serve, $450,176;  net  surplus,  $372,103;  pre- 
miums, $533,119;  losses,  $357,798.  These  are 
United  States  branch  figures. 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe,  U.  S. 
Branch.  — Assets,  $9,427,328;  reinsui-ance  re- 
serve, $3,532,959;  net  surplus,  $4,651,277;  pre- 
miums, $4,717,490;  losses,  $3,402,452. 

Magdeburg,  of  Germany.— Assets,  $976,819: 
i-einsurance  reserve,  $448,230;  net  surplus, 
$394,293;  premiums,  $656,330;  losses,  $458,160. 
These  are  United  States  branch  figures. 

Magdeburg,  of  New  York.— Assets,  $290,- 
655;  reinsurance  reserve,  $55,119;  net  surplus, 
$21,318;  premiums,  $92,216;  losses,  $106,043. 

Manchester,     U.     S.     Branch.— Assets, 

$1,789,925;  reinsurance  i-eserve,  $1,019,218;  net 
surplus,  $532,053;  premiums,  $1,253,714;  losses, 
$850,895. 

Merchants,  of  Newark.— Assets,  $1,598,415; 
reinsurance  reserve,  $729,740;  net  surplus, 
$232,866;   premiums,  937,300;   losses,  $661,826. 

MunichReinsurance,  of  Germany.— Assets, 
$794,558;  reinsurance  reserve,  $384,133;  net 
surplus,  1363,104;  premiums,  $455,646;  losses, 
$99,108. 

National,  Hartford.— Assets,  $4,645,476; 
reinsurance  reserve,  $1,788,797;  net  surplus, 
$1,468,325;  premiums,  $2,179,156;  losses,  $1,3.56,- 
497. 

National  Standard.— Assets,  $551,682;  re- 
insurance reserve,  $105,945;  net  surplus,  $183,- 
488;  premiums,  $179,859;  losses,  $1.59,185. 


Niagara. — Assets,  $2,740,897;  reinsurance 
reserve,  $1,267,816;  net  surplus,  $754,407;  pre- 
miums, $1,540,375;  losses,  $999,381. 

Netherlands,  U.  S.  Branch. — Assets,  $678,- 
025;  reinsurance  reserve,  $248,145;  net  sur- 
plus,   $309,924;    premiums,    $406,097;     losses, 

$280,886. 

Northern  Assurance,  of  England. — Assets, 
$2,675,760;  reinsurance  reserve,  $948,954;  net 
surplus,  $1, .526,625;  premiums,  $1,011,510; 
losses,  $664,822.  These  are  United  States 
branch  figures. 

North  British,  U.  S.  Branch.— Assets, 
$4,117,454;  reinsurance,  $1,943,919;  net  sur- 
plus, $1,781,371;  premiums,  $2,322,457;  losses, 
$1,665,139. 

North  British  of  New  York. — Assets,  $307,- 
849;  reinsurance  reserve,  $8,079;  net  surplus, 
$97,321;  premiums,  $3,000;  losses,  $47,036. 

Norwalk.— Assets,  $566,801 ;  reinsurance  re- 
serve, $115,603;  net  surplus,  $205,141;  prem- 
iums, $147,002;  losses,  $101,208. 

North  German,  New  York. —Assets,  $284,- 
383;  reinsurance  reserve,  $26,913;  net  surplus, 
$43,768;  premiums,  $20,325;  losses,  $3,678. 

Northern,  of  New  York.— Assets,  $306,941; 
reinsurance  I'eserve,  $28,555;  net  surplus,  $34,- 
148;  premiums,  $341,388;  losses,  $366,231. 

Orient. —Assets,  $2,520,235;  liabilities, 
$1,279,712;  net  surplus,  $740,523;  premiums, 
$1,274,493;  losses,  $942,038. 

Pelican. —Assets,  $347,723;  net  surplus, 
$97,297;  premiums,  $48,820;  losses,  $9,420. 

Pennsylvania. --Assets,  $5,175,306;  i-einsur- 
ance  reserve,  $1,556,227;  net  surplus,  $2,181,- 
845;   premiums,   $1,648,619;   losses,   $1,225,528. 

Phenix,  of  Brooklyn.— Assets,  $5,822,876; 
reinsurance  reserve,  $2,936,770;  net  surplus, 
$1,529,461 ;  premiums,  $2,998,159;  losses,  $1,859,- 
511. 

Phcenix,  U.  S.  Branch.— Assets,  $2,892,257; 
reinsurance  reserve,  $1,513,160;  net  surplus, 
$810,488;  premiums,  $3,173,488;  losses,  $1,491, - 
634. 

Providence-Washington. — Assets,  $2,062,- 
260;  liabilities,  $1,125,465;  net  surplus,  $463,- 
794;  premiums,  $1,375,682;  losses,  $1,074,823— 
including  marine  premiums  and  losses. 

Prussian  National.— Assets,  $735,494;  re- 
insurance resei've,  $343,697;  net  surplus  $317,- 
578;  premiums,  $446.()39;  losses,  $395,538. 
These  are  United  States  branch  figures. 
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Palatine,  U.  S.  BuANcn.— Assets,  $3,637,- 
777;  reinsurance  reserve,  $1,605,659;  net  sui'- 
plus,  $598,207;  premiums,  $2,287,631;  losses, 
$1,550,505. 

Queen. — Assets,  $4,662,339;  reinsui'ance  re- 
serve, $1,499,647;  net  surplus,  $2,335,469;  pre- 
miums, $1,805,441;  losses,  $1,233,370. 

Royal,  U.  S.  Branch.— Assets,  $7,340,883; 
reinsurance  reserve,  $3,598,748;  net  surplus, 
$3,469,351;  premiums,  $4,008,039;  losses, 
$3,948,232. 

Royal  Exchange,  U.  S.  Branch.— Assets, 
$1,24.5,826;  i-einsurance  reserve,  $508,173;  net 
surplus,  $456,422;   pi'emiums,  $669,486;    losses, 

$385,771. 

Scottish  Union,  U.  S.  Branch. — Assets, 
$4,063,484;  reinsurance  reserve,  $1,824,047; 
net  surplus,  $1,914,984;  premiums,  $2,199,400; 
losses,  $1,750,116. 

Springfield.— Assets,  $4,906,939;  reinsur- 
ance reserve,  $1,476,584 ;  net  surplus,  $1,685,- 
092;  premiums,  $1,692,182;   losses,  $1,066,240. 

St.  Paul.— Assets,  $2,4.50,696;  reinsurance 
reserve,  $1,134,018;  net  surplus,  $560,831 ;  pre- 
miums, $1,813,674;  losses,  $1,330,796. 

Sun,  of  London. — Assets,  $3,616,934;  reinsur- 
ance reserve,  $1,345,504;  net  surplus,  $1,010,- 
142;  premiums,  $1,405,683;  losses,  $1,0.57,497. 
These  are  United  States  bi-anch  figures. 

SvEA,  U.  S.  Branch.— Assets,  $681,444;  re- 
insurance reserve,  $268,108;  net  surplus,  .$316," 
143;  premiums,  .$435,124;  losses,  $281,345. 

Teutonia,  New  Orleans. —Assets,  $727,966; 
reinsurance  reserve,  $338,032;  net  surplus, 
$331,314;  premiums,  $399,363;   losses,  $359,685. 

Thuringia-American,  of  New  York.— As- 
sets, $.399,054;  reinsurance  reserve,  $99,.579; 
net  surplus,  $56,431;  premiums,  $146,671; 
losses,  $63,567. 

Thuringia,  U.  S.  Branch.— Assets,  .$690,- 
187;  reinsurance  reserve,  $394,198;  sui'plus, 
$358,747;  premiums,  $560,834;  losses,  $332,597. 

Transatlantic,  U.  S.  Branch. — Assets, 
$830,928;  reinsurance  reserve,  $369,991;  net 
surplus,  $156,111;  premiums,  $5.57,150;  losses, 
$409,773. 

Union,  of  London. — Assets,  $1,540,793;  rein- 
surance reserve,  $641,806 ;  net  surplus,  $r)97,915. 
These  are  United  States  branch  figures. 

Union,  .of  Philadelphia.— Assets,  $581,334; 
reinsurance  reserve,  $196,399;  net  surplus, 
$101,520;  premiums,  $259,678;   losses,  $190,668. 


Insurance  Co.  North  America. — Assets, 
.$9,295,037;  net  surplus,  $1,696,781;  premiums, 
.$5,324,819;  losses,  $4,396,375;  unearned  prem- 
iums, $3,958,517. 

Milwaukee  Mechanics.— Assets,  $3,533,533; 
reinsurance  reserve,  .$806,813;  net  surplus, 
$1,370,867;  premiums,  $1,045,340;  losses,  $587,- 
738. 

Norwich  Union,  U.  S.  Branch. — Assets, 
.$2,410,626;  reinsurance  reserve,  $1,188,489; 
surplus  $1,000,803 ;  premiums,  $1,484,329 ;  losses, 
$942,755. 

PncENix,  of  Hartford.— Assets,  $5,-523,650; 
reinsurance  reserve,  .$2,029,576;  net  surplus, 
$1,322,878 ;  premiums,  $2,678,167 ;  losses,  $1,796,- 
329. 

United  States. — Assets,  $741,371;  reinsur- 
ance reserve,  $213,003;  net  surplus,  $174,712; 
premiums,  $265,950;  losses,  $183,213. 

Victoria,  N.  Y.— Assets,  $262,588;  reinsur- 
"ance  reserve,  $44,376;  net  surplus,  $696;  pre- 
miums, $86,171;  losses,  $58,764. 

Western  Assurance,  U.  S.  Branch. — As- 
sets, $1,854,5.54;  reinsurance  reserve,  $1,022,- 
030;  net  surplus,  $663,081;  premiums,  $1,645,- 
897;  losses,  $1,206,198. 

Williamsburg  City. — Assets,  $2,005,747; 
reinsurance  reserve,  $588,328;  net  surplus, 
$1,089,654;  premiums,  $640,365;  losses,  $318,760. 


New   and  Retired  Companies. 

The  Weekly  Underwriter's  annual  review 
contains  lists  of  new  and  retired  companies, 
from  which  we  gather  the  following : 

new  .ioint  stock  companies. 

Cash 
Capital. 

Fidelity  Fire,  Baltimore 8250,000 

Indianapolis  Fire 200,000 

North  German  Fire,  New  York 200,000 

Pelican,  New  York 200,000 

United  Fire,  Baltimore 250,000 

United  American  Fire,  Milwaukee 50,000 

Sixteen  new  Easteim  mutuals  are  recorded. 

During  1899  the  Salamandra  and  the  Moscow 
Fire  of  Russia  entered  the  United  States, 
each  depositing  $200,000  with  New  York.  The 
National  of  Ireland  returned  to  this  country, 
and  deposited  $100,000  with  Massachusetts. 

Fourteen  joint  stock  companies  retired  from 
business  as  follows: 

Paid  up 
Capital. 

Associated  Firemens,  Baltimore $200,000 

Broadway,  New  York 200,000 

Howard  Fire,  Baltimore 200,000 
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Ins.  Co.  State  of  New  York  .       200,000 

Manufacturers  &  Merchants,  Pittsburg    .   .  200,000 

National  Fire,  Baltimore 200,000 

New  Orleans  Ins.  Ass'n 200,000 

RocUford,  Rockford  111 200,000 

Saginaw  Valley,   Mich 2oo,coo 

Capital  City,  Montgomery,  Ala 150,000 

Firemen's,  New  Orleans 150,000 

Planters  &  Merchants,  Mobile 100, oco 

Home,  Nashville 100, (.00 

Peabody,  Wheeling 100, oco 

The  Southern  Fire  of  Atlanta  and  the  Ft. 
Wayne  of  Indiana,  with  nominal  capital, 
failed. 

Ten  Mutuals  quit.  Among  them  were  the 
Western  Mutual  of  Denver  and  the  National 
Church  of  Lisbon.  la. 


Baggs  &  Stovel's  Business. 

In  addition  to  the  general  agency  of  the 
American  and  the  Mercantile  of  Boston, 
Messrs.  Baggs  &  Stovel,  of  411  California 
street,  also  have  several  city  agencies.  They 
are  doing  an  increasing  business,  and  have 
been  very  fortunate  as  to  losses.  Following 
is  a  summary  of  the  city  and  general  business 
of  the  agency,  in  1899: 

San  Francisco  premiums  ,   .    .   .$25,663 
Country  premiums 64,923 

•  $90,586 


Illuminating  Oils  in  Southern  California, 

At  a  recent  meeting  in  Riverside,  Cal.,  one 
of  the  speakers  is  quoted  by  the  Enterprise 
as  follows : 

Dr.  Woodbridge  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  none  of  the  illuminating  oils  in  daily  use 
would  stand  the  fire  test  that  they  are  sup- 
posed to  stand.  The  highest  test  thai  he  had 
been  able  to  obtain  in  samples  bought  was  98 
degrees,  and  some  were  as  low  as  72  degree.^. 

He  had  been  warned  since  he  had  com- 
menced experimenting  in  this  line  to  "keep 
his  hands  off."  He  asked  the  public  to  send 
him  accounts  of  fires  so  that  he  might  be  able 
to  continue  his  investigations  and  trace  them 
to  their  source. 


The  Mutual  Policyholders'  Liability. 

The  following  waiver  clause,  it  is  said,  is 
is  being  stamped  on  mutual  companies' 
policies  in  the  East,  by  agents,  without  the 
consent  of  the  officers.  The  design  is  to  meet 
the  objections  of  prudent  men  who  do  not  care 
to  assume  the  special  liability  which  every 
policyholder  in  a  mutual  must  take:  "It  is 
hereby  understood  and  agreed  that  the  assured 
waives  all  claim  for  any  profits  of  this  insur- 


ance that  may  fall  due  to  him  on  this  policy, 
and  in  consideration  of  which  agreement  this 
company  hereby  releases  the  assured  from  all 
liability  to  assessment  against  him  under  this 
policy." 

Of  course,  this  exemption  clause  is  invalid. 
In  the  very  nature  of  a  mutual  fire  insurance 
contract,  whereby  the  legal  reserve  require- 
ments are  evaded,  the  policyholder  assumes  a 
pro  rata  share  of  all  liabilities  for  losses. 
Many  a  fire  mutual  policyholder  has  found  this 
out,  to  his  sorrow,  in  the  civil  courts. 


''Keeping  the  Money  at  Home." 

This  argument, -sound  enough  when  properly 
applied,  is  being  used  in  behalf  of  fire  mutuals. 
The  disinterested  salaried  managers  of  the 
little  mutuals  urge  their  farmer  dupes  to 
"keep  your  premium  money  at  home  instead 
of  sending  most  of  it  abroad  to  pay  high  sala- 
ries and  large  dividends."  To  anyone  know- 
ing the  facts — as  every  insurance  man  knows 
— this  appeal  seems  a  part  of  a  deliberate  at- 
tempt to  deceive.  As  a  rule,  95  per  cent,  of 
the  insurance  premium  is  expended  in  the 
state  where  the  policyholder  resides.  The 
other  5  per  cent,  pays  home  ofBce  expenses 
and  contributes  to  the  reserves  for  the  addi- 
tional security  of  the  policyholder.  Fire  un- 
derwriting profit  is  only  3  per  cent.  The  9  per 
cent,  dividends  on  capital  stock  is  paid  entirely 
out  of  interest  earned  by  capital  and  reserves. 

A  New   Codification    of   the    Building    Laws 
Wanted. 

The  new  code  of  building  laws  that  went 
into  effect  in  New  York  last  fall  represjpnts 
the  first  codification  ever  made  of  all  the 
ordinances  and  laws  affecting  buildings  and 
building  operations  in  the  various  boroughs  of 
Manhattan.  The  chief  changes  in  the  code 
are  in  the  matter  of  sanitation,  fire-proofing 
and  general  safetj'  of  structure.  The  first 
and  one  of  the  most  important  changes  is  the 
extension  of  the  fire  limits  of  the  consolidated 
city.  The  power  of  granting  permits  to  prop- 
erty-owners for  violation  of  the  limits  order  no 
longer  exists.  New  York  now  has  building 
laws  that  are  a  model  of  common  sense  and 
good  government.  Here  is  the  opportunity 
for  the  new  regime  in  San  Francisco  to  pat- 
tern after  the  example  of  New  York  and  get 
into  line  with  a  new  code  of  building  laws 
that  also  will  be  a  model  of  common  sense  and 
good  government. 


E.    A.    BuKiJANK,    of    Chicago,    is    in    Los 
Angeles. 
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January  Fires. 

These  fire  loss  reports  were 
originated  by  the  Coast  Review 
in  1880. 

LOSSES  BY   COMPANIES. 
Aachen  &  Munich  ....  $    3,791 

^tna 3,873 

Agricultura  1 2,834 

Alliance 1,503 

American,  N.  J 1,960 

American,  N.  Y 28 

American,  Pa 5,034 

American,  Boston 100 

American  Central    ....  3,696 

Atlas 10,594 

Baloise 1,236 

Boston 537 

British  America 754 

Caledonian 2,287 

Commercial  Union    ....  6,236 

Connecticut 3,699 

Fireman's  Fund 14,938 

Franklin 1,879 

German  Alliance- 904 

German-American    ....  3,313 

Greenwich 26 

Hamburg-Bremen     ....  2,765 

Hamburg-Underwriters    .  308 

Hanover 2,404 

Hartford 9,169 

Helvetia 2,317 

Home,  N.  Y 6.765 

Home  Mutual 7,462 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  .   .  5,241 

Imperial 6.801 

Lancashire       2,573 

Law  Union  &  Crown  .   .   .  2,869 

Liverpool*  Lon.  &  Globe  6,340 

Lion 3,777 

London  &  Lancashire    .   .  5.765 

London 2,830 

Magdeburg 5,289 

Manchester 4,485 

Mercantile 15 

Merchants 2,159 

Milwaukee  Mechanics   .   .  8,141 

National,  Hartford  ....  8,248 

New  Zealand 2,238 

New  York  Underwriters'.  51 

Northern 1,.324 

North  German    ....:.  5,895 

N.  British  &  Mercantile.  .  3,618 

Norwich  Union 4,002 

Orient 7,748 

Palatine     5,964 

Pelican 2 

Pennsylvania     5,805 

Phoenix,  Hartford  .   .      .    .  6,182 

Phoenix,  London    .....  7,358 

Providence-Washington.  .  1,297 

Prussian  National  ....  12 

Queen 2,041 

Royal  Exchange 3,829 

Royal '.  .  3,480 


Scottish  U.  &  National  .   .  3,.323 

Springfield       2,049 

Sun,  London 4,314 

St.  Paul  .  '. 2,688 

Svea     8,473 

Teutonia 29 

Traders 1,558 

Transatlantic 3,670 

Thuringia-American  ...  51 

Thuringia 6,694 

Union,  London 1,991 

Union,  Pa 915 

United  States 933 

Westchester 1,723 

Western 4,'658 

Williamsburg  City  .   .   .'  .  2(600 

Total $  274,415 

Total  to  date,  1899  $  .  .  . 
1898  $  .    .    . 

WASHINGTON. 
29  .  (Dec.)  Ellensburg,  fr  dwg: 
Palatine $500 

.   .  Kitsap  CO.,  dwg  and  conts: 
Aachen  &  Munich    .   .   .  $1,200 

20  .  New  Whatcom,    stock  hard- 

ware and  gen'l  mdse : 
German  Alliance    ....  $500 
19  .  New  Whatcom,  fr  bldg: 

Orient $3,000 

15  .  Seattle,  stock  furni : 

Orient $   936 

*         Merchants 1,872 

London 913 

21  .  Seattle,  stock  mdse: 

German-American  ....  $936 
8  .  Seattle,  tailor  shop: 

Norwich  Union $601 

12  .  Spokane,  fr  dwg  and  conts  : 

Pennsylvania $1,005 

II  .  Tacoma,  dwg  and  conts : 

American,  N.  J $756 

20 .  Walla     Walla,    conts    store 
bldg: 

Hanover $1,052 

8  .  Waitsburg,  conts    fr  saloon 
bldg: 

Pennsylvania $600 

Liv.  &  Lou.  &  Globe  ...    540 
Losses  under  $500  .   .  .   .$11,194 
Total  Washington    .  $25,605 

OREGON. 

31  .  (Dec.)  Harney  CO.,  gen'l  mdse: 

Norwich  Union $1,000 

2  .  Multnomah  co.,  fr  tannery: 

American,  Pa $1,756 

Agricultural 1,317 

22  .  Nyssa,  fr  dwg: 

American,  Pa $600 


24  .  Astoria,  fr  dwg  and  furni : 
Orient $1,500 

21  .  Ashland,  woolen  mill  &  conts: 
Aachen  &  Munich    .   .   .  $i,oco 

Hartford  Fire 2,000 

London  &  Lancashire   .    i,oco 

Home  Mutual 1.000 

Hanover 1,000 

Hamburg-Bremen  .  .   .    1,000 

Pennsylvania 600 

Home 5,000 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  1,000 

Total $13,600 

3  .  McMinnville,bldg,  stockgen'l 
mdse  and  fixtures: 

Sun      $1,037 

St.  Paul 808 

31  .  (Dec.)   Narrows,   stock   gen'l 
mdse: 
American  Central  ....  $500 

23  .  Portland,  iron  works  : 

Home $748 

I  .  Near  Portland,  fr  dwg : 

American  Central  .       .   .  $Soo 
10  .  Roseburg,  dwg  and  conts: 
Norwich  Union     .  .   .   .$1,200 

24  .  Troutdale,  fr  bldgs: 

New  Zealand $1,200 

.   .  Union  co.,  dwg  and  conts : 

United  States $933 

31  .  Washington  co.,  onions  in  fr 
barn: 

Imperial $500 

Agricultural 800 

Hamburg-Bremen  ....    742 
Losses  under  $500  ....  $  6,618 
Total  Oregon  ....  $35,659 
COLORADO. 
12  ,  Colorado  Springs,  dry  goods' 
groceries,  clothing  etc.,  in 
br  bldg:  _ 

Baloise $    899 

Transatlantic   .   .       .    .       900 

Home  Mutual 1.500 

Svea 2,619 

Manchester 1,000 

Thuringia 899 

Atlas 3,465 

Western 900 

North  British    ....    1,000 
Fireman's  Fund   ....    3.500 

Total $16,682 

10  .  Denver,  br  foundry  : 

Western $2,260 

Royal  Exchange  ....    1,875 

North  German 4,520 

Lion 1.500 

Imperial 2,260 

Total    ...       $12,415 
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24  .  La  Fayette,  store  bldg  and 

gfenl  mclse: 

Atlas $2,586 

Losses  under  $500  .   .   .   .$6,254 
Total  Colorado   .   .   .  $37,937 

MONTANA. 

25  .  Butte,  fr  dwg: 

Western $600 

7  .  Butte,  warehouse  and  genU 
mdse: 

Orient $2,011' 

Helvetia 2,011 

Sun 1,947 

Connecticut 1,168 

National 4,022 

Magdeburg '3-146 

Phoenix,  Hartford  .  .  .  1,168 
Milwaukee  Mechanics  .  4,022 
Ins.  Co.  North  America  1,948 
Law  Union  &  Crown    .    2,011 

Total $23,454 

14  .  Billings,  stock  gen'l  mdse: 

St.  Paul $600 

20  .  Billings,  fr  store  bldgs: 

Boston $500 

9  .  Fergus  co.,  fr  bldg: 

Thuringia $1,500 

23  .  Near  Great  Falls,  dwg: 

Atlas $2,000 

Phoenix,  London  ....  4,000 
12  .  Great  Falls,  dwg: 

Westchester $1,500 

5  .  Havre,  boarding-house  and 
conts : 

Manchester $682 

25  .  Helena,  dwg: 

Transatlantic $1,500 

20  .  Miles  City,  contents  livery 
stable: 

National $  905 

Manchester     .  - 1,000 

Losses  under  $500  ....  $  7,467 

Total  Montana  .   .   .  $45,721 

ARIZONA. 
3  .  Tucson,  lumber  yard : 

Springfield $1,014 

National 1,194 

Hartford 1,006 

Connecticut 604 

Traders     1,495 

Palatine 1,006 

Commercial  Union  .   .   .      S05 

Royal 805 

27  .  Tucson,  br  bldg : 

Commercial  Union  .  .   .  $2,000 

Losses  under  $500  ....  $  2,018 
Total  Arizona    .  .  .  $11,947 


IDAHO. 

25  .  Bonners  Ferry,  saw  mill  and 
mach'y : 

Union,  London $1,250 

Providence- Wash.  .  .  .  1,000 
Ins.  Co.  North  America  1,000 
Law  Union  &  Crown  .   .       750 

17  .  Tray, Idg  house: 

Palatine $700 

Losses  under  fcoo $328 

Total  Idaho  ....     $  5,028 

NEW  MEXrCO. 

I  .  Blossburg,  store  bigs  &  conts: 
National $727 

7  .  Clarkville,  gen'l  mdse: 

Queen $1,712 

Royal 1. 712 

13  .  Doming,  stock  groceries  in  fr 
bldg: 
Scottish  Union     .   .   .   .$1,500 
Losses  under  $500    .  .   .$  1,900 
Total  New  Mexico  .  $  7,524 
UTAH. 

28.  (Dec.lCoUiston,  conts  saloon: 
Aachen  &  Munich  ....  $582 

.   .  (Dec.)  Boulder  CO..  dwg,  conts 
and  barn: 

Hartford $1,050 

II  .  Salt  Lake  City,  br  bldg: 

German-American     .   .    .  $500 

Sun 500   ' 

Losses  under  $500   ....  $  477 

Total  Utah $3,109 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 

10  .  Rossland,  stk  clothing  in  fr 
bldg: 

Palatine $500 

Losses  under  $500 $309 

Total  British  Columbia  $809 

WYOMING. 

13  .  Cheyenne,  br  bldg : 

Scottish  Union $600 

Losses  under  $500 $20 

NEVADA. 

Losses  under  $500 $.245 

ALASKA. 

Losses  under  $500 $  126 

Total  Outside  Territory  $175,225 

CALIFORNIA. 
12  .  (Dec.)  Alvarado,  fr  barn: 

Lancashire $545 

2  .  Butte  CO.,  fr  dwg  and  conts: 

Hartford $1,200 

20  .  Creston,  dwg  and  conts : 
Home  Mutual $700 


25  ."Calaveras  co.,  quartz  mill: 
North  British $675 

29  .  El  Verano,  hotel  bldg: 

Fireman's  Fund $764 

3  .  Fresno,  fr  dwg: 

Phoenix,  London  ....  $2,166 

10  .  Grass  Valley,  dwg  &  conts: 

Fireman's  Fund $500 

Scottish  Union 600 

29  .  Half  Moon  Bay.  fr  creamery  : 
German-American  .   .   .  $1,250 


St.  Paul 

American  Central 
Fireman's  Fund  . 


1,000 
i>5oo 
1,250 


29 


30 


.  Hollister,  stock  millinery  in 
frbldg: 
Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .   .   .  $800 

.  lone,  hotel: 

London $    810 

Williamsburg  City     .   .      950 

.^tna 500 

Franklin 1,000 

.  Los  Angeles,  fr  bldg: 
Thuringia $850 

.  Los  Angeles,  br  bldg: 
Milwaukee  Mechanics    .  $832 

.  Los  Angeles,  barber  shop: 
Alliance $647 

,  Los  Angeles,  dwg  and  conts: 
Fireman's  Fund  ....  $1,200 

.  Los  Angeles,  dwg: 
Williamsburg  City    .  .  $1,200 

,  Mormom  Isl.,  bldg  &  conts: 
Fireman's  Fund  ....  $1,000 

,  (Dec.)    E.  Napa,  argol,  lees 
and  other  mdse : 

Lion $600 

Imperial  .  .  .  .  '  ...  900 
(Dec.)  Nevada  City,  fr  dwg: 
American,  Pa $600 

.  Oakland,  dwg  and  conts: 
Fireman's  Fund $889 

.  Oakland,  dwg  and  conts  : 
Home  Mutual    .....  $1,000 

.  Oakland,  frbldg: 

Transatlantic $1,000 

Milwaukee  Mechanics  .      600 

.  Oleander,  fr  dwg: 
Palatine $500 

.  Oroville,  conts  of  dwg: 

Northern $   798 

Svea 3,000 

.  Pasadena,  frdwg: 
Pennsylvania $600 

.  Rio  Vista,  fr  barn : 
Phoenix,  Hartford  . 

,  Riverside,  fr  dwg : 
Phoenix,  Hartford  . 


.$500 
$2,500 
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n  .  Riverside,  Awg: 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  $1,000 
21  .  Riverside,  dwg  and  conts: 

Home  Mutual $2,500 

7  .  Stockton,  f  r  dwg ; 

Commercial  Union  .   .   .$1:900 

17  .  Spanishtown,  dwg: 

^tna $Soo 

II  .  Santa    Maria,   fr   hotel    and 
conts,  store  and  mdse: 

Pennsylvania $1,500 

Norwich  Union     ....    1,000 
Royal  Exchange  ....      500 

Atlas  .   .      916 

Connecticut 916 

Springfield 667 

National 667 

19  .  Watsonville,  fr  hotel: 

Franklin $   654 

Hartford  Fire 1,5°^ 


27  .  San  Jose,  electric  plant: 
Commercial  Union  ...$.. 

Alliance 

Fireman's  Fund  ....    2,000 

Imperial 1,575 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .   . 

Lancashire 1,250 

Caledonian 1,586 

American,  N.  J 1,125 

Manchester 1,125 

22  .  San  Jose,  fr  bldg : 

Milwaukee  Mechanics  .  $940 
27  .  Sutter  CO.,  fr  barn : 

Royal  Exchange $700 

12  .  Sacramento  co.,  dwg  &  conts : 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .   .  $1,382 

23  .  Salinas,  hay: 

Lion $800 

Losses  under  $500     .  .   .$21,859 
Total  Calif.,  S.  F.  ex.    $84,288 


SAN  FRANCISCO. 
31 . Household furni : 

Hamburg-Bremen  ....  $500 
.   .  Stock  groceries : 

London  &  Lancashire  .  $2,500 
29  .  (Dec.)  Frame  saloon  bldg: 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe     .   .  $600 
26  .  Frame  bldg: 

Milwaukee  Mechanics  .  $1,122 
25  .  Store  bldg : 

^tna $1,460 

8  .  Frame  barn  and  hay  : 

American,  Pa $   Soo 

Svea 1,000 

Losses  under  $500  ...  $  9,920 
Total  San  Francisco  $17,902 
Total  California  .  .  $102,190 
Total  Pacific  Coast  $2^6,520 


California  and    Coast  Monthly  Fire  Insurance 
Losses. 

California. 

Month                         1899  1898  1897 

January $    159,052  $   300,012  $    126,887 

February     ....       169,142  1-15,896  180.984 

March 511,801  254.223  .335,818 

First  quarter    .   .$    839.995  $   700,131  $   643,689 

April 213,933  264,228  120,452 

May 194,514  360,420  268,513 

June 181.674  238,514  .      271.717 

Second  quarter    .$   590,121  $    863,162  $   660,682 

First  six  months  $1,430,116  $1,563,293  $1,304,371 

July 368,130  368,891  271,317 

August     250,468  553,982  209,166 

September  ....       354,569  279,038  340,713 

Third  quarter   .   .  $   973,157  $1,201,911  $    821,196 

October 246,379  224.906  170,114 

November  ....       140,305  316.103  146,903 

December    ....       134,033  256,490  176,833 


Fourth  quarter 
Last  six  months 
Total,  of  year  . 


January  .  .  . 
February  .  . 
March    .... 

First  quarter 

April 

May 

June 

Second  quarter    .  $1,001,125       $1,477,068 
First  six  months  $3,150,154       $2,560,899 


.  $  520,716 

$  797,499 

$  493,850 

3  1,493,885 

1,999,400 

1,315,046 

.  2,923,999 

3,562,693 

2,619,417 

Entire  Coast. 

.  $  254,715 

$  483,393 

$  218,871 

.   270,969 

236,301 

358,603 

.   623.315 

374, .338 

429,420 

.  $1,148,999 

$1,083,831 

$1,006,894 

.   363,568 

439,386 

196,917 

.   300,274 

516,901 

340.911 

.   337,283 

520,881 

407,120 

.   496,919 

572,183 

439,113 

.   570,383 

717,538 

385,921 

.   624,910 

724,698 

543,050 

.  $1,692,212 

$2,014,419 

$1,368,084 

416,036 

457,882 

321,881 

.   246,315 

400,825 

273,069 

.   280,433 

382,006 

273,453 

.  $  942,784 

$1,240,713 

$  868,413 

.  2,634,996 

3,255,132 

2,236,487 

.  4,785,120 

5,816,031 

4,188,329 

July 

August  .... 
September  .   .  . 

Third  quarter  . 
October  .... 
November  .  .  . 
December    .   .    . 

Fourth  quarter 
Last  six  months 
Total  of  year  , 


A  Model  Catalogue. 

Henry  E.  Hess,  "sometimes  secretary  and 
treasurer,"  has  compiled  an  unusually  valuable 
and  complete  catalogue  of  the  library  of  the 
Insurance  Library  Association  of  Boston. 

Books,  pamphlets  and  periodicals  are  class- 
ified alphabetically  and  according  to  subjects, 
an  index  of  authors  is  added.  We  notice  the 
names  of  many  Coast  managers  and  field  men 
who  have  contributed  papers  at  the  annual 
meetings  of  the  Fire  Underwriters'  Association 
of  the  Pacific. 

Any  copies  of  this  bound  Catalogue  re- 
maining after  supplying  the  members  and 
contributors  will  be  for  sale  at  $3  a  volume,  by 
the  compiler,  Henry  E.  Hess,  at  33  Nassau 
street.  New  York.  The  book  is  cloth-bound, 
and  contains  nearly  300  pages. 


944,948 
,951,842 


TuE  Home  Fire  of  Utah  re-elected  its  board 
of  directors  at  the  annual  meeting  of  stock- 
holders, February  5.  The  ofiicers  never  favor 
the  Coast  Review  with  a  glance  at  the  annual 
statement. 
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Non-Board  Business  in  California. 

During-  the  past  year  the  seven  non- 
board  companies  operating  in  this  field 
wrote  $31,673,013  business  in  California  at 
an  average  premium  rate  of  1.35.  The 
average  rate  for  all  is  1.47.  The  non- 
board  San  Francisco  premiums  were  $107,  - 
013,  or  5.7  per  cent,  of  the  whole.  Their 
California  premiums  were  $428,664,  or  15.5 
per  cent,  of  the  American  companies,  or 
7.6  per  cent,  of  the  whole.  All  the  seven 
non-boarders  are  Americans.  Their  loss 
ratio  was  favorable,  being  only  45  per 
cent.,  or  7  per  cent,  less  than  the  general 
average. 

In  the  previous  year  these  same  seven 
companies  collected  $138,106  San  Fran- 
cisco premiums  and  $510,657  California 
premiums.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the 
proportions  of  non-board  city  and  state 
premiums  to  the  whole  were  the  same  in 
1898  as  in  1899. 


Burning  of  Buildings    in  iHonoIuIu   by  Order 
of  the  Civil  Authorities. 

The  dreaded  Asiatic  bubonic  plague  re- 
cently broke  out  in  "Chinatown,"  Hono- 
lulu. The  authorities  quarantined  the 
district,  and  as  a  last  resort  ordered  the 
destruction  of  the  infected  buildings  by 
fire.  It  is  believed  that  the  plague  has 
been  stamped  out. 

The  fire  got  beyond  the  control  of  the 
fire  department,  as  narrated  elsewhere, 
■  but  was  finally  confined  to  the  condemned 
district  inhabited  by  several  thousand 
Chinese,  Japanese  and  natives.  The 
blocks  burned  were  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6, 
7,  8,  9,  10,  15,  a  considerable  part  of  11, 
and  fractions  of  12,  13,  14,  17,  18  and  19. 
Some  of  the  latter  may  yet  be  burned, 
depending  on  the  report  of  the  board  of 
health  and  the  development  of  new 
plague  cases. 

The  fire  insurance  companies,  under 
the  policy  terms,  are  not  liable  for  the 
losses  at  this  fire,  and  have  therefore 
denied  all  liability.  Tlie  insured,  how- 
ever, will  present  proofs  to  the  local 
agents,  who  will  forward  them  to  their 
home  offices  for  instruction.  The  city  of 
Honolulu  is,  of  course,  responsible  for  the 


losses  caused  by  the  fire  thus  formally 
authorized  as  a  sanitary  measure.  It  is 
not  impossible  that  some  legal  complica- 
tions may  grow  out  of  these  claims,  touch- 
ing values  in  a  plague-stricken  district, 
and  the  authority  of  the  board  of  health. 

"Wonderful  Progress  of  the  Preferred  Accident 
Insurance  Company. 

The  record  made  by  the  Preferred  Ac- 
cident Insurance  Company  may  well  be 
cited  as  evidence  of  what  brains,  original- 
ity and  "push"  will  accomplish  in  acci- 
dent insurance.  Since  the  company  was 
organized  in  1886  every  year  has  produced 
gains  in  premiums,  assets  and  surplus. 
There  is  not  a  single  exception.  Witness, 
the  accompanying  figures: 

Prem.  Income.       Assets.       Surplus. 

1886 $  29,44.5        $  22,541        $  1.5,993 

1887 72,417     26,922     24,228 

18S8 93,7.^6     73,4.59     69,977 

1889  .......     12.3,798  105,874  78,840 

1890 189,375  150,.559  97,234 

1891 295,260  170,210  113,843 

1892 374,413  236,201  156,749 

1893  496,090  344,755  173,045 

1894 652,089  408,647  203,101 

1895 805,089  4.57,145  208,630 

1896 812,099  459,877  219,658 

1897 818,193  552,145  241,199 

1898 834,399  667,604  324,199 

1899 952,053  779,386  365,125 

The  prudent  public  is  indebted  to  the 
Preferred  Accident  for  some  of  the  most 
original  and  popular  features  of  the  mod- 
ern accident  policy. 

Chicago  "Wildcats  Come  to  Grief. 

Supt.  Van  Cleave  has  won  his  suit  against 
the  "old  charter"  companies  which  have  been 
doing  business  in  Illinois  in  violation  of  the 
laws.  In  the  case  of  the  state  against  the 
Columbian  and  the  Northwestern  the  circuit 
court  has  just  held  that  their  old  charters 
were  long  since  forfeited  by  non-use  and  by 
failure  to  make  reports  for  twenty-five  years. 
This  decision  will  enable  Mr.  Van  Cleave  to 
suppress  the  pi-owlers  or  compel  them  to  trans- 
act business  in  the  light  of  the  law.  One  of 
these  lawless  Chicago  companies  has  be'en 
writing  in  the  counti'y  districts  of  California. 

The  Manhattan  Life  wrote  $10,000,000  new 
business  in  '99. 
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Pacific  Coast   Business  by  Agencies. 

IThls  Compilation  was  Originated  by  the  Coast 
Review.] 
In  the  following-  table  the  loss  figures  under 
1897  on  the  Coast  are  "paid."  Totals  from  '90 
to  '94  are  printed  in  the  February  C.  K.  of 
two  years  ago.  J'otals  arc  not  necessarily  those 
of  companies  iiained.  They  are  totals  of  the 
agency  for  the  years  ijiven. 

Pre?n's     Lonsea 
Agencies.  Rec^vd.  Inciir'd.  Ratio 

1  Louis  Weinmann,  Sec. 

Fireman's  Fund $535,037  $235,932  44.1 

Equitable 29,856      10,864  36.5 

Ins.  Co.  State  of  Penn.  .    .      25,955      15,435  59.6 

Merchants,  R.  1 6,702       7,111  106.1 

Total  1899 $597,550  $269,332  45.0 

1898 681,185  334,800  49.1 

1897 552,608  261,836  47.4 

1896 496.407  274,337  55.2 

1895  : 601,186  235,540  39.1 

1894  ......  692,217  315,504  45.6 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1899  .  66,382 

1898  .      92,670 

1897  .      65,943 

1896  ,      5.'.,419 

1895  .      80„534 

1894  .      71,778 

2  Kolla  \.  "Watt. 

Royal 8319,983    $149,264      46.6 

Queen 130,915        66,142      50.5 

Total  1899 $450,899  $215,406  47.8 

1898 498,352  258,113  51.9 

1897 396,226  250,694  63.3 

1896 379,960  187.203  49  2 

1895 340,338  210,766  61.9 

1894 303,024  173,280  57.1 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1899  .  65,386 

1898  .  95,670 

1897  .  •    72,133 

1896  .      75,733 

1895  .      62,116 

1894  .      49,920 

3  C.  F.  MulUns. 

Commercial  Union  of  Lend  $240,393  $84,588  35.2 
Commercial  Union  of, N.  Y.  6,703  3,490  52  0 
Alliance 150.972       34,256      22.7 

Total  1899 $398,068  $122,334  30.7 

1898 424.080  270,967  64.2 

1897 363,748  112,050  34.4 

1896 233,898  115.476  49.3 

1895  ....       .    .    262,300  88,908  .33.9 

1894 319.372  147,469  46.2 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1899.      72,147 

1898  .  104,885 

1897  .   80,568 
.  ■          1896  .•  40,427 

1895  .   46,955 
1891  .  59,404 


Prein's 

LosKex 

Agencies. 

liec'vd. 

Incur' d. 

Ihltio 

4           H.  K.  Belden. 

Hartford  Fire     .  . 

.  1899 

1^.370.574 

$149,  ,507 

40.3 

1898 

425,575 

201,378 

47.3 

1897 

355,846 

161,971 

45.5 

1896 

332,617 

144,852 

43.5 

1895 

325,984 

121,635 

37  6 

1894 

330,757 

1.55,258 

46.9 

San  Francisco  prem's 

,1899 
1898 
1897 
1896 
1895 
1894 

48,158 
67,569 
36,780 
30,652 
33,446 
51.296 

5  L.  B.  Edwards. 

Manchester 

Caledonian     

American  of  Newark    . 
American  of  New  York 


M62,384  $  79,795  49.0 

105,102  38,535  36.7 

50,865  19,268  37.9 

52,143  14,182  27.2 


Total  1899 $370,494    $151,781      40.0 


383,468      232,615      60.7 


1897 ■379,.527      229,739      60.5 

1896 3.59,739      238,239      66.2 

1895 379,260      185,316      48.8 

1894 402  918      2J5,249      60.8 

San  Francisco  prem's.  1899.  53,769 

1898  .  64.982 

1897  .  41,769 

1896  .  41,471 

1895  .  53,223 

1894  .  64,690 

6  Edward  Brown  &  Sons. 

American  of  Phi  la $131,212  !f51,769  39.4 

Svea 176,843  95,472  54.0 

Agricultural     45,333  13.898  30.6 

Total  1899 $.353,389    $161,139      45.6 


1898 


....  350,164      202,464      57.8 

1897 294,120      109,650      37.3 

1896 214.252      105,282      49.1 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1899  .  44,708 

1898  .  60,157 

1897  .  42.914 

1896  .  32.947 

7  Geo.  D.  Dornin. 

National $226,008    $101,397 

Springlield     ll9,781        46,614 


Total   1899 $345,789 

1898 347,122 

1897 300,724 

1896 293,758 

-   1895 289,114 

1894 247,4.50 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1899  .  33,813 

1898  .  45,581 

1897  .  24,652 

1896  .  23,797 

1895  .  .35.974 

1894  ,  20,319 


$148,011 
204,584 
131,166 
172,739 
149,132 
137,139 


44.4 
38.1 

42.8 
.58.9 
43.6 
58.8 
51.5 
55.4 
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Prem's     Losses 
Agencies.  Rec'vd.  Incur'd.  Ratio 

8  Wm.  Macdonald. 

London  &  Lanciishire  .   .   .$298,244  $110,544      37.1 

Norwalk      11,756         2,417      20.7 

State 7,468 

Total  1899 $317,468    $112,961      35.6 

1898 408,074      171.024      41.9 

1897 311,035      142.084      45.7 

1896 246,226      163,059      66.2 

1895 309,512      160,462      51.8 

1894 424,851       178,749      42.1 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1899.  101.365 

1898  .  151,048 

1897  .  88,727 
1896.  85,674 

1895  .      92,669 

1894  .    125,828 

9  Voss,  Conrad  &  Co. 

Thuringia $278,772    $131,828      47.0 

Thuringia-American    .   .   .     36,901        13,386      36.3 

Total  1899 $315,673  $145,214  46.0 

1898 294,421  139,826  47.7 

1897 234,977  56,873  24.2 

1896 173,721  45,364  26  0 

1895 80,174  22.093  27.5 

1894 144,837  48,326  33.3 

San  Francisco  prem's.  1899  .  87,565 

1898  .  105,139 

1897  .      64,389 

1896  .     49,170 

1895  .      35,000 

1894  .     68,501 

10  Chas.  D.  Haven. 

Liv.&  Lon.  &  Globe,  1899  .  $314,111    $144,249      45.9 

1898  .  361,971   231,224   63.8 

1897  .  284,837   128,134   45.0 

1896  .  274,228   147,467   53.7 

1895  .  300,585   1.55,044   51.6 

1894  .  393,529      214.146      54.4 
Not  including  Montana,  Utah,  Colorado,  etc. 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1899  .  52,933 

1898  .  71,923 

1897  .  52,975 

1896  .  41,352 

1895  .  92,669 

1894  .  125,828 

11  Wm.  J.  Landers. 

Imperial $-190,402    $  87.585      46.0 

Lion 113.628       53,280      46.9 

Total  1899  (2  comp's).  .  .$304,030  $140,865  46  3 

1898         "           .    .  335,011  179,854  53.6 

1897         "           .    .  315,317  108,427  34.3 

1896  (3  comp's)..  .  341.508  170,806  50.0 

1895          "           .    .  379,556  201,1.35  53.0 

1894          "           .    .  406,230  119,406  29.6 

San  Francisco  prem's.  1899  .  43,827 

1898  .  69,a57 

1897  .      .53,717 

1896  .      49,801 

1895  .      74,.521 
1894  .     84,693 


Prein''s     Lsoses 

Agencies.  Rcc\l.  Incur'd.   Ratio 

12  Chas.  A.  Laton. 

Palatine $276,018    $114.1.57      41.3 

Traders 24,942         4,915      19.7 

Total  1899 $.300,960    $119,072      39.5 

1898 356,390    .225,990      63.4 

1987 300,253   123,420   41.1 

1896 293,4.50   164,411   56.0 

1895 360,745      211,498      58.6 

1894 504,092      231,440      45.9 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1899  .  37.852 

1898  .  48,316 

1897  .  36,186 

1896  .  25,4.58 

1895.  38,619 

1894  .  88,936 

13  Geo.  H.  Tyson. 

German-American     ....  $278,706    $106,005      38.0 

Boston 21,976         9,455      43.1 

Total  1899 $300,682    $115,460      38.4 

1898 295,664      119,540      40.4 

1897 253,626        84,150      33.2 

1896 186,826        83,271      44.0 

1895 180.696        77,162      43.7 

1-894 234.421       117,868      50.9 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1899  .  .55,258 

1898  .  44,330 

1897  .  35,573 

1896  .  27,393 

1895  .  30,168 

1894  .  41,426 

14  Boardman  &  Spencer. 

^Etna 1899  .  $281,384    $118,579      42.1 

1898  331,901      189,595      57.0 

1897  .  271,336      146,951      54.1 

1896  .  250,101       123,907      49.5 

1895  .  262,692      123,044      46.8 

1894  .  265,312      116,138      43.7 
San  Francisco  prem's,  1899  .  .32.338 

1898  .  50,0.56 

1897  .  33.855 

1896  .  23.4-.i6 

1895  .  37,932 
1894.  47,411 

15  Tom  C.  Grant. 

North  British  &  Mercantile  $219,821    $  78,902      35.9 

Greenwich 46.566       20,129      43.3 

Total  1899 $266,.387    $  99,031      37.2 

1898 275.962      130.820      43.4 

1897 232,849        93,393      40.1 

1896 208,819        93,927      44.9 

1895 311,908      116,680      55.0 

1894 241,804        84,714      35.0 

San  Francisco  prem's.  1899  .  41, .543 

1898  .  .56,420 

1897  .  31,741 

1896.  27..594 
1895  .  30,005 
1894  .  45,470 
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Pre7n''s     Losses 
Agencies.  Bec'vd.  Tncur'd.  liatio 

16  Geo.  E.  Kline. 

Coutinental 1899  .  $249,124      $89,139      35.8 

1898  .    186,936      *99,503      53.2 

1897  .    116,410        88,465      76.0 
San  Francisco  prem's,  1899  .     35,991 

1898  .      23.281 

1897  .      15,333 
♦Losses  paid. 

17  Frank  W.  Dickson. 

Royal  Exchange 182,682    $  71,916      39.4 

♦Orient 47,505       21,823      45.9 

Total  1899 $230,187    $  93,739    40.7 

Royal  Exchange     .    .  1898  .  231,908      102,567      44.3 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1899  .  58,440 

1898  .  81,578 

1897  .      46.760 
♦Assumed  management  February,  1899. 

18  Stephen  D.  Ives. 

Home  Mutual..  .  .  .  1899  .  $228,960  $115,943   50.6 

1898  .  259,511      131.961      50.8 

1897  .  205,405      102,750      50.0 

1896  .  197,470      112,736      57.0 

1895  .  220,979      118,981      53.9 
1894  .  256,628      157,652      61.4 

San  Francisco  prem's.  1899  .  13,581 

1898  .  17,652 

1897  .  17,664 
1896  .  18,841 
1895 .  21,875 

1894  .  21,363 

19  Cesar  Bertheau. 

Aachen  &  Munich $135,898    $86,898      63.9 

Hanover 77.861        40,476      52.0 

Total  1899 $213,759  $127,374  59.6 

1898 ;  216,904  115,520  53.2 

1897 185,238  87,675  47.3 

1896 152,785  55,010  36.0 

1895 110,840  56.781  51.1 

1894 152,201  51,417  33.8 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1899  .  59,887 

1898  .  76,994 
'    1897  .  67,567 

1896  .      53.070 

1895  .  52,894 
1894  .      71,836 

20  Frank  J.  Devlin. 

Atlas $204,517    $109,549      53.1 

♦Kings  County 3,513 

Total  1899 $208,030  $109,549  52.7 

1898 221,.503  88,495  39.9 

1897 150,207  57.206  38.0 

■     '  1896 137,631  69,280  50.0 

1895 151,097  80,928  53.5 

1894  ........    171,634  57,841  33.6 


Prem's    Losses 

Agencies.  Rec'd.  Incur'd.  Patio 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1999  .  27,621 

1898  .  43,329 

1897  .  25.899 

1896  .  18,751 

1895  .  29,287 

1894  .  47,890 
*Three  months'  business. 

21  Herbert  Folger. 

Phoenix  of  flartford   1899  .  $202,612    $103,651      51.1 

1898  .    219,537      126,114      57.4 
San  Francisco  prem's,  1899  .     23,762 

1898  .      23,173 
Assumed  management  June  1,  1898. 

22  H.  T.  Lamey. 

British  America     $  94,071    $  25,340      27.0 

Western 110,456       48,940      44.5 

Total  1899 $204,527    $  74,280      36.3 

1898 192,489        96.292      50.0 

1897 156,207        90,038      57.6 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1899  .     31,723 
1898  .      36,385 

1897  .      25,605 

23  R.  C.  Medcraft. 

Scottish  U.  &  Nat'l  1899  .  $201,504    $  74,123      36.8 
1898.    211,559      120,800      57.1 

1897  .    168,091        76,106      45.3 
San  Francisco  prem's,  1899  .     22,861 

1898  .      30,802 

1897  .      20,273 

24  Butler  &  Haldan. 

Phoenix  of  London $148,367  $69,271  46.7 

Providence-Washington    .     41,-858  22,179  53.0 

Pelican 8,991  4,642  52.2 

Total  1899 $199,216    $  96,092      48.2 

1898 219,938        95,523      43.4 

1897 165,493      101,207      61.1 

1896 165.590      105,670      63.8 

1895 177,255      110,389      62.2 

1894 224,653      114,336      50.9 

San  Francisco  prem's.  1899  .  46,420 

1898  .  61,0.34 
1897  .  38,045 

1896  .  31.702 

1895  .      40,855 
1894  .      53,146 

25  T.  Edward  Pope. 

Pernsylvania $173,146    $  91,174      52.6 

Union  of  Phila 25,855        13,003      50.4 

Total  1899 $199,001    $104,177      52.3 

1898 209,377      145,828      69.6 

1897 201,157        99,439      49.4 

1896 191,785        56,464      29.4 

San  Francisco  prem's.  1899  .  19,456 

1898.  26,035 

1897  .  23,075 

1896  .   14,795 
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Prcnfs     Lo.fses 
Agencies.  Rec'd.  Incur'd.  Ratio 

86  Harry  L.  Roff. 

Home,  N.  Y *1899  .  $190,430    1162,811      85.5 

1898  .    147,840        66,469      44.9 
Assumed  maniigement  June  1,  1898. 

♦California  figures  only. 

San  Francisco  pi'cm's,  1899  .     45.437 
1898  .      36,965 

27  Chas.  Christensen. 

American  Central     ....  $  94,54?    $  37,552      39.7 
St.  Paul 86,529        33,734      39.0 

Total  1899 $181,076    $71,286      39.4 

1898 160,297        61,699      38.0 

1897 95,065        35,707      37.5 

1896 78,524        46,097      58.7 

1895 84,438        61..567      72.8 

1894 134,177        71,943      53.6 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1899  .  18,690 

1898  .  24,8,59 

1897  .  16,037 

1896  .  10.312 

1895  .      13,186 

1894  .      32,005 

28  "W.  H.  Lowden. 

Norwich  Union    .   .   .  1899  .  $178,748    $  64,294      35.9 
1898.    197,811        96,229      48.6 

1897  .    145,726        69,676      47.1 

1896  .    110,.581        67,598      61.1 
San  Francisco  prem's,  1899  .     33.962 

1898  .      43,987 

1897  .      20,647 

1896  .      17,677 

89  Mann  &  "Wilson. 

Lancashire $142,743    $59,780      42.1 

Teutonia 35,315        13,319      37.7 

Total  1899 $178,088  $73,099  41.1 

1898 210,618  95,469  45.3 

1897 154,167  75,236  48.8 

1896 134,934  83,193  59.4 

1895 182,480  71,478  39.1 

1894 231,989  93,910  40.8 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1899  .  50,440 

1898  .  74,998 

1897  .  44,677 
1896  .  34,225 

1895  .  44,479 
1894  .  68,243 

30  Catton,  Bell  &  Co. 

Union  of  London $11.3,713  $64,956      .57.1 

Law  Union  &  Crown    .  .   .     .56,082  19,583      35.0 

Victoria 6.660 

Total  1899 $176  4.55  $  84..539  47.9 

1898 165.466  66,9.59  40.5 

1897 89,079  32,425  36.4 

1896  ........     96,415  60,480  56.0 

1895  . 107,415  56,902  52.9 

1894 130.416  59.711  45.8 


Pret7i\s     Losses 

Agencies.  '  Rec'd.  Incur'd.  Ratio 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1899  .     36,420 
1898  .      48  972 

1897  .  20,070 

1896  .      14,470 

1895.  20,6,50 

1894  .      33,437 

31  Jas.  D.  Bailey. 

Ins.' Co.  N.  America,  1899  .  $171,692    $  72,816      42.4 

1898  .  186,692      131,649      70.5 

1897  .  137,324        72,578      52.9 

1896  .  136,822        72,990      53.3 

1895  .  145,327        78,990      54.4 

1894  .  148,900        63,697      42.7 
San  Francisco  prem's,  1899  .      14,281 

1898  .      18,139 

1897  .      12,936 

1896  .      14,285 

1895  .      13,465 

1894  .      14,305 

32  Geo.  F.  Grant. 

London  &  Northern,  1899  .  $170,125    $  86,881      51.0 

1898  .  191.378   79,065   41.3 

1897  .  125,043   61,526   49.2 

1896.  120,350   61,995   51.5 

1895  .  124,182   101, ,302   81.6 

1894  .  177,809      113,259      63.0 
San  Francisco  prem's,  1899       52,966 

1898  .      64..553 

1897  .      34,341 

1898  .      .30,765 

1895  .     37,696 

1894  .      48,938 

33  Rudolph  Harold,  Jr. 
Hamburg-Bremen.   .  1899  .  $166,911    $74,809      44.8 

1898  .  194,489        92,202      47.4 

1897  .  155,625        65,867      42.4 

1896  .  139,282        61,498      40.0 

1895  .  173,047        74,603      43.0 

1894  .  2,32,497      111,217      47.8 
San  Francisco  prem's,  1899  .     57,035 

1898.     81,821 

1897  .     53,750 

1896  .      42,261 

1895  .      58,.592 

1894  .      87,129 

34  Ed  E.  Potter. 

Franklin $  96,364    $  30,438      31.4 

Williamsburg  City   .   .  70,369        14,817      21.0 

Total  1899 $166,733    $  45,2.55      27.0 

1898 161,433      *57,168      40.4 

1897 96,855        16,000      16.5 

1896 43,683        12,983      29.7 

1895 40,897        31,884      78.8 

1894 86,490        28,054      32.4 

♦Losses  paid. 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1899  .      18,9.50 

1898  .   27,272 

1897  .   15,394 

1896  .  13,125 

1895  .   12,535 
1891  .   14,094 
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Agencit'i. 

35  Walter  Speyer. 

North  German        ... 
North  German,  N.  Y.  . 


PrenVx     Losses 
Rce'd.  Incur'd.  Ratio 


$159,484    $  46,432 
5,878  54 


Total     1899  .  $165,362    $46,486      28.1 

1898  .  163,946        53,743      32.8 

1897  .  112,962        37,828      33.5 

1896  .  110,712        76,527      69.1 

1895  .  112,665        54,722      44.6 

1894  .  122,350        39,338      32.2 
San  Francisco  prem's,  1899  .  55,2.58 

1898  .  68,144 

1897  .  41,551 

1896  .  33,248 

1895  .  44.694 

1894  .  66,237 

36  Benjamin  J.  Smith, 

Connecticut 1899    $162,216    $  84,388      52.0 

1898  .  150,906      108,213      71.7 

1897  .  102,500        49,749      48.5 
San  Francisco  prem's,  1899  .  14,075 

1898  .  16,269 

1897  .  14,042 

37  V.  Carus  Driffield. 

Transatlantic  Fire   .  1899  .  $157,090    $  77,514      49.4 

1898  .  152,533        61,647      40.4 

1897  .  89,439        58  494      65.4 

1896  .  106,203        65,162      61.4 

1895  .  122,763        88,861      72.3 

1894  .  124,820        86,141      69.0 
San  Francisco  prem's,  1899  .  50,009 

1898 .  50,990 

1897 .  26,446 

1896  .  38,793 

1895  .  40,970 

1894  .  51,952 

38  J.  B.  F.  Davis  &  Son. 

*Sun $140,073    $  73,870      52.7 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1899  .  29,044 

♦Assumed  management  Sept.  1,  1899. 

39  L.  L.  Bromwell. 

Milwaukee  Mechan.,  1899  .  $112,162    $  67,395      60.0 

1898  .  112,422        43,553      38.7 

1897  .  43,631        26,821      61.5 
1896.  37,419        27,313      73.0 

1895  .  40,838        37,970      93.0 

1894  .  63,729         7,711      12.1 
San  Francisco  preni's,  1899  .  25,057 

1898  .  36,333 
1897  .  5,399 

1896  .  8,083 

1895  .  12,714 
1894  .  13,400 

40  W.  0.  Wayman. 

Merchants,  N.  J $  68,643    $  36,516      53.2 

Girard 15,716         3,012      19.2 

United  States 23,461         6,832      29.6 

Total  1899 $107,820    8  46,631      43.0 

1898 67,127       23,900      35.6 

1897 670        


Prem's    Losses 
Agencies.  Rec'd.  Incur'd.  Ratio 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1899        21.839 
1898  .      19,651 

1897  .  566 

41  Gutte  &  Frank. 

Magdeburg $  91,009    $  54,269      59.6 

Magdeburg,  N.Y 5,152         3,671      71.2 

Total  1899 $  96,161     $  57.940  60.3 

1898 103,7.58  59,232  57.1 

1897 93,461  45,615  48.8 

1896 87,377  66.708  76.3 

1895 111,275  51,043  45.8 

1894 118,013  64,089  54.0 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1899  .  31,076 

1898  .  41,624 

1897  .      34,499 

1896  .      27,662 

1895  .      31,967 

1894  .      54,126 

42  Geo.  W.  Turner. 

Northwestern  Nal'l,  1899  .  $  77,646    $  41,585      53.5 

1898  .  148,851        89.981      60.4 

1897  .  93,765        33,681      35.9 

1896  .  25.126        14,840      59.1 

1895  .  24,612        22,106      89.8 
1894  .  65,956        27,223      41.3 

California  flgures  only. 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1899  .  13,250 

1898  .  33,887 

1897  .  24,474 

43  W.  P.  Thomas. 

New  Zealand    .   .   .   .1899.8  68.912    $40,134      58.2 

1898  .  97,057        48,435      49.9 

1897.  79,757        50,011      62.5 
San  Francisco  prem's,  1899  .  14,481 

1898  .  21,244 

1897  .  20,666 

44  W.  Loaiza  &  Co. 

Prussian  National  ....  $  27,312    $*  9,158      &3.5 
Niagara 40,217      *21,488      53.4 

Total  1899 $  67.529    $  30,646      45.4 

1898 80.774        38,540      47.7 

1897 48.905        12,483      25.5 

California  figures  only. 
*Losses  paid. 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1899  .  33,423 

1898.  41,986 
1897  .  30,659 

45  H.  Syz  &  Co. 

Helvetia  Swiss $  50.037    $  15.665      31.3 

Baloise 16,080         6,109      38.0 

Total  1899 $  66,117  $  21.774  33.0 

1898 72,624  38,767  53.3 

1897 56,349  13,985  24.8 

1896 41,129  34,401  83.6 

1895 53,253  41,405  77.8 

1894 119,370  55,205  46.2 
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Prem's    Losses 

Agencies.  Rec'd.  Incur'd.  Eatio 
San  Francisco  prem's,  1899  .     29,084 
1898  .     36,632 

1897  .     28,043 

1896  .  21,908 
1895  .  27,036 
1894  .      59,474 

46  H.   C.  Keller. 

Westchester     ....  1899  .  $  51,318    $  22,509      44.3 

1898  .      82,786        41,150      50.0 

1897  .      40,494        30,198      74.5 
California  figures  only  in  1899. 

San  Francisco  prem's,  1899  .     2'2,512 

1898  .      20,990 

1897  .      21,261 

47  T.  C.  Shankland. 

Fire  Association    .   .  1899  .  $  39,271    $  41,004    104.4 
1898.     53,640        26,898      50.1 
California  figures  only. 
San  Francisco  prem's,  1899  .      13,558 

1898  .  17,057 
1897  .       8,702 

48  H.  McD.  Spencer. 

Phenix $  30,175    $    5,532      18.3 

Resumed  business  on  Coast 

in  July,  1899. 
California  figures  only. 

49  Baggs  &  Stovel. 

American  of  Boston     ...  $  14,295    I    3,280      27.0 
Mercantile  of  Boston  .   .   .        9,449         3.600      38.0 


Total  1899 $  23,744    $    6,880      29.0 

1898 23,286        10,604      45.5 

1897 781        

San  Francisco  prem's,  1899  .  13,766 

1898  .  17,833 

1897  .  779 
50           "Winfield  S    Davis. 

Assurance  Co.  of  America  .  $    2,423       ... 

National  Standard  ....  1,669       ... 

Total  1899 $    4.092        

1898 4,767             105      02.2 

1897 4,741         

San  Francisco  prem's,  1899  .  2,333 

1898  .  2,430 
1897 .  2,818 


The  Echo  Mountain  Hotel  Pike. — Accord- 
ing to  a  Los  Angeles  paper  the  cause  of  the 
fire  is  attributed  to  faulty  construction.  Ex- 
amination showed  the  joists  to  have  been 
built  into  the  brick  chimney.  The  particulars 
of  the  fire,  as  given  in  the  Herald,  sustain  the 
owner's  view  of  its  cause.     It  says : 

"Facilities  for  fighting  fire  in  this  hotel  were 
regarded  as  good.  Hand  grenades  and  fii-e 
hose  were  in  every  hall.  The  fire  was  first 
discovered  in  the  main  hall,  the  night  watch- 
man smelling  smoke.  He  called  Manager 
Wentworth,  and  they  found  smoke  issuing 
from  the  partitions  immediately  above  the  big 


fireplace  on  the  third  floor.  It  was  then  that 
the  fire  apparatus  was  brought  into  play,  but 
investigation  showed  that  the  partitions  and 
floor  spaces  in  the  entire  upper  central  part  of 
the  hotel  were  honey-combed  with  smolder- 
ing fire.  It  was  too  late  to  do  anything 
toward  saving  the  building.  The  hotel,  built 
in  '94,  is  said  to  have  cost  original!}' about  4^30,- 

000.  There  was. *9,000  insurance.  The  Mount 
Lowe  observatory,  with  its  $35,000  telescope 
and  the  largest  searchlight  in  the  world,  was 
not  damaged. 

Fidelity  &  Casualty  Company  of  Ne-w  York. 

The  annual  statement  of  this  very  thriving 
accident  and  fidelity  company  presents  the 
following  totals:  Assets,  S3, 601, 126;  net  sur- 
plus, $756,283;  reinsurance  reserve,  $1,736,290; 
cash  income,  $3,.591,33S.  Assets  gained  nearly 
$650,000;  income  gained  about  $521,000;  rein- 
surance reserve  gained  about  $141,000,  thus 
indicating  much  new  business. 

The  Fidelity  &  Casualty  is  a  marvelously 
successful  company.  Since  organized  it  has 
paid  $11,301,579  losses. 

The  Pacific  Coast  department,  in  charge  of 
S.  C.  Pardee,  has  a  prominent  board  of  ref- 
erence, whose  members  are  Geo.  C.  Boardman 
of  the  YEtua,  Geo.  A.  Newhall,  S.   P.   Smith, 

1.  Steinhardt  and  Frank  Jaynes. 


Makine  Note. — President  A.  A.  Ravens,  of 
the  Atlantic  Mutual,  says:  "Last  year's 
losses  by  the  various  marine  companies  were 
very  severe.  Some  of  the  companies  were 
almost  bankrupted  in  their  efforts  to  make 
good  their  losses.  I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  an 
all-round  advance  over  present  rates.  In  fact, 
something  of  this  sort  will  have  to  be  done. 
However,  no  decisive  action  has  yet  been 
taken  by  the  American  companies.  The  Eng- 
lish companies  operate  on  a  different  basis, 
and  I  should  not  be  surprised  to  hear  that 
they  have  agreed  upon  a  uniform  advance." 

Fakm  Risks.— President  Whiting,  of  the 
Orient  Insurance  Company,  writes  the  follow- 
ing about  farm  risks:  "The  Orient  writes  a 
little  farm  business  and  endeavors  to  be  very 
select,  and  yet  with  all  our  care  the  loss  ratio 
on  this  class  for  1899  was  100  per  cent.  The 
average  rate  on  selected  farm  buildings 
should  be  13.<  per  annum  to  produce  even  a 
moderate  profit." 


Assistant  Manager  James  H.  Bkewster  of 
the  Lion  and  the  Scottish  Union,  United  States 
department,  is  in  Europe. 
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In  new  premiums, 
In  assets, 

In  insurance  reserve, 
In  policies  in  force. 


Home  Life   Insurance  Company. 

GAINS  ALL  ALONG  THE  LINE  LAST  YEAR. 

The  Home  Life  Insurance  Company,  of  New 
York,  reports  a  good  year  for  the  twelve 
months  of  '99.  The  reader  will  find  the  par- 
ticulars in  a  ready-reference  compilation 
printed  just  beyond  our  "Chips." 

Gains  were  made : 

In  income. 

In  renewal  premiums, 

In  surplus. 

In  insurance  in  force, 

To  the  assets,  the  amount  added  was  $789,- 
708;  to  the  net  surplus,  |50,310;  to  the  insur- 
ance in  force,  $3,684,310.  The  Home  Life  now 
has  in  round  numbers  $50,000,000  insurance  in 
force. 

Since  organization  in  1860  the  Home  has  re- 
ceived from  policyholders  !f32,887,029,  and  has 
paid  to  policyholders,  plus  the  sum  held  in 
trust  for  them,  $33,341,453.  This  is  a  very 
creditable  record. 

The  Home  Life  issues  all  the  libex-al,  modern 
policy  forms,  and  is  up  to  date  in  every  re- 
spect. Thex-e  are  no  restrictions  as  to  resi- 
dence or  travel,  loans  are  made,  and  cash 
surrenders  are  paid.  Rene  vvable  term  policies 
are  among  the  popular  contracts  of  this  com- 
pany. 

Liberal  contracts  and  good  territory  will  be 
given  to  agents. 

In  California  the  Home  Life  made  a  large 
increase  in  new  business  written,  last  year. 
The  amount  in  force  in  the  state  made  a  simi- 
lar creditable  gain.  The  company  is  building 
up  a  good  business  in  this  field,  under  the  con-; 
servative  management  of  W.  H.  Dunphy  &, 
Son.  

An  Indiana  Idea. 

The  deplorable  tendency  to  seek  legislative 
"help"  or  interfei-ence  has  shown  itself  in 
Indiana,  in  the  unwise  effort  of  a  number  of 
agents  to  establish  a  state  board  of  agents' 
examiners.  The  plan  is  to  impose  character 
conditions  and  a  fee  of  $25.  Such  conditions 
might  secure  a  needed  improvement,  but  if 
thfe  companies  themselves  are  unable  or  un- 
willing to  devise  and  apply  tests  of  compe- 
tency, it  is  not  likely  that  any  board  of  politi- 
cians would  improve  the  average  character  of 
the  fire  insurance  local.  The  comments  of 
the  Indianapolis  Press  are  characteristic  of 
the  "secular"  press  treatment  of  insurance 
topics,  and  may  be  dismissed,  with  contempt, 
with  the  following  reference  to  a  state  noto- 
riously the  home  of  wildcats:   "It  is  the  com- 


pany that  the  insured  is  interested  in,  and 
the  state  has  made  ample  provision  for  deter- 
mining what  companies  are  sound,  and  exclud- 
ing others."  And  this  wise  Press  reflection 
in  the  home  of  the  Ft.  Wayne  and  Gov. 
Mount! 


San  Francisco  Fire  Insurance  Losses 


January  .  . 
February  . 
March  .  .  . 
April  .  .  . 
May  .  .  .  . 
June  .  .  . 
July  .  .  .  . 
August  .  . 
September 
October  .  . 
November  . 
December  . 

Totals 


Builclinfj. 
$  15,140 

45,760 

5,649 
14,229 
14,782 

7,516 
24,865 

3,276 
25,207 

2,295 
29,551 


Contents. 

*  30,473 

13,563 

277,990 

4,794 

9,008 

18,993 
10,163 

25-574 

4,887 

8,762 

14,522 

22,631 


in    1899. 

Total. 

*  45,613 
28,911 

323,750 
10,444 
23,237 
33,775 
17,679 

50,439 
8,163 
33,969 
16,817 
52,182 


$203,620        $441,359        $644,979 


Eaknixg  a  Bad  Name.— Recently  we  printed 
mention  of  a  dishonest  agent  of  the  Fidelity 
Mutual  Aid  of  San  Francisco.  Indeed,  there 
is  a  paragraph  about  it  in  this  number.  Here 
comes  an  account  of  another  case,  in  which 
one  F.  E.  Crotto  is  the  guilty  man.  Crotto  is 
reported  to  be  a  fugitive  from  justice  at  Van- 
couver, B.  C.  He  has  been  canvassing  in  the 
province  without  a  license;  but  the  charge,  as 
in  the  Fresno  case,  is  failure  to  deliver  cer- 
tificates of  the  aid  association  after  collecting 
it)  advance.  The  little  aid  association  is  earn- 
ing a  bad  name  in  this  matter.  Latterly  we 
have  seen  unpleasant  mention  of  it  in  the  court 
records,  notably  at  Los  Angeles  and  San  Jose. 
If  the  association  is  being  properly  managed, 
we  may  expect  it  to  hereafter  require  better 
evidence  of  good  character  from  its  solicitors. 


Ix  Peru,  each  nationality,  Peruvian,  Eng- 
lish, German,  French  and  Italian,  has  its  vol- 
unteer fire  brigade,  and  I  have  seen  three  or 
four  of  them  tearing  down  to  a  fire,  and  then 
having  a  tussle  for  twenty  minutes  or  so  for 
first  possession  of  a  hydrant,  by  which  time 
the  mud  roof  has  fallen  in.  One  might  even 
come  nearer  home  to  recall  an  incident  where 
the  same  kind  of  rivalry  occurred  not  fifty 
miles  from  Glascow,  to  the  cost  of  the  offices 
interested.— F.  W.  P.  Rutter. 


We  now  pkint  a  number  of  bulletins  to  ad- 
vertisers which  do  not  immediately  appear  in 
the  Coast  Review, 
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Seven    Years'    Comparative    San    Francisco-  City    Premiums. 


Companies  and  Localities. 


American. 

Firemans  Fund,  San  Francisco    .   . 
Home  Mutual,  San  Francisco  .  .   . 

^tna,  Hartford      

Agricultural,  Watertown 

American,  New  Jersey 

American  Central,  St.  Louis  .... 

American,  Philadelphia 

American,  Boston 

American,  New  York 

Assurance  Co.  of  America,  N.  Y.  .   . 

Boston  of  Boston 

Connecticut.  Hartford 

Continental,  New  York 

Commercial  Union,  New  York  .  .  . 

Equitable      

Fire  Association,  Philadelphia    .   . 

Franklin,  Philadelphia 

German-American,  New  York  .  .   . 

Girard     , 

Greenwich,  New  York 

Hanover,  New  York 

Hartford,  Connecticut 

Home,  New  york 

Ins.  Co.  North  America.  Phila   .  .   . 
Ins.  Co.  State  of  Penn.,  Phila.    .   .   . 

Kings  County 

Magdeburg,  New  York 

Mercantile,  Boston 

Merchants  of  New  Jersey 

Milwaukee  Mechanics,  Wisconsin  . 
National,  Hartford 

National  Standard,  New  York  .  .   . 

Niagara,  New  York 

Northwestern  National,  Milwaukee 
Norwalfe,  Connecticut       

Orien,t,  Hartford    ,   .   , 

Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia       .   .   . 

Phenix,  Brooklyn 

Phoenix,  Hartford 

Pelican  ....  .   .       . 

Providence- Washington,  Rhode  Isl. 

Queen,  New  York 

Springfield,  Massachusetts    .... 

St.  Paul,  Minnesota    .  ..» 

Traders  Illinois    i   .  ■.    .  4>  ....:. 

Teutoniy^,  New  Orleans  ....... 

Thuringia-American,  New  York  .   . 

Union,  Pennsylvania 

United  States,  New  York 

Victoria     

Westchester,  New  York    ...... 

Williamsburg  City,  New  York  .   .   . 

Total  American  Companies  ..... 

Foreign. 
Aachen  &  Munich,  Germany   .... 

Alliance,  London 

Atlas,  London '.   . 

Baloise,  Switzerland -. 

British- America,  Torontcf   .*    .     .   / 

Caledonian,  Edinburgh 

Commercial  Union 

Hamburg-Bremen 


90   Com 

panies. 


$  61,3,07 
13,581 
32.338 
10,210 

6,065 
10,322 
16,788 

7,879 

9,786 

1,425 

3,092 

14,036 

35,991 

1,272 
3,109 
13,563 
10,449 

35,365 

3.091 
11,394 
21,586 
48,158 
45,181 

15,755 

1,967 

804 

2,144 

5,887 
14,359 
24,858 
17,840 

908 

i5,459 
13,295 

5,198 
15.722 

5,5>8 
23,762 

2,941 

9,169 
15.371 
16,003 

8,368 
5,219 

10,484 
10,080 

3.734 
4,452 
1,911 
22,501 
8.501 
$708,825 


$38-301 

30,757 

26,817 

7,218 

15^532 
14,130 
40,118 
57,026 


1898 
S4  Com- 
panies. 


85.854 
17,652 
50,046 
12,340 

9.369 
13.925 
23.915 
10,802 

5.341 

1,368 

1,426 

16,269 

23,282 

1,332 

17,057 
14,480 
43,246 


13,407 
27,865 
67,569 
36,966 

18,139 
2,057 

'802 

7,031 
19,651 
36,365 
27,308 

826 
16,320 
33.887 
6,943 

5,803 
21,219 

23.173 


7-310 
25,865 

18,273 

10,934 
4,900 

11,982 
3,359 

4,810 
1,084 


21.991 

12,794 


1897 
SI  Com 

panies. 


$838,730 


$49,  '29 

50,925 

43.329 

7,964 

i6,8:S 
19,161 
52.628 
81,821 


$60,459 
17,664 
33,855 
3,646 

6,242 
8,630 
20,325 


1896 
70  Com- 


14,042 
15,333 


8,702 
10,021 
34,805 


2,928 
20,984 
36,780 
15,943 

12,936 

2,185 


5,399 
12,854 


24,474 
4,106 

6,073 
17,951 


5,644 
24.7S8 


7,407 
5,287 
6,280 


5,124 
768 


21,261 

5,373 


$548,566 


41,156 

■34,044 

25,900 

5,380 

11,307 
15,051 
44,934 
53,750 


49,457 
lb, 918 
23,426 


5,587 
5,317 

17,187 


1895 
70  Com- 
panies. 


73,312 
21,875 
37,932 


6,514 
10,745 
13,626 


15,815 
17.725 


18,018 
8,498 
27,393 


5.905 
18.653 
30,652 
22,318 

14,285 
2,164 


8,083 
13,919 


6,127 

14.795 
11.773 


5,276 
28.865 
9.877 

4,995 
2,267 


1,923 


9.783 
4.627 


$452,952 


$43,81 1 
17.746 
18,751 
4,302 

6.731 
15.880 
39-543 
42,261 


13,965 
20,715 


25,645 

8,036 

30,168 


5,949 
22,915 
33,446 
35,918 

13,465 
2,805 


81  Com- 
panies. 


12,714 
18,940 


5-965 

13,416 
22,514 
35.9'8 


5,  539 
24,497 
17,034 


18,936 
4,499 


$  590,406 


35,066 

44.936 
29,287 
4,401 

6.569 
20,552 
46,955 
58,592 


66,952 
21,363 
47,411 


7,804 
17,883 
15,801 


15,529 
22.831 


16,731 
10,413 
41,426 


7,422 
39.308 
51-296 
16.862 

14,305 
2,232 


13,400 
20,319 


13,465 


9,534 
17,496 
35,339 
16,862 


5,77s 
37,423 
16,228 

8,034 
14,103 


1,395 
6,425 


21,129 

3.681 


$    823,722 


$  38,003 
57,666 
47,190 
10,751 

11,655 
24,439 
59.404 
62,021 


•  English-American  Underwriters  $9,478  include  this  amount. 


The  Equitable 
Life  Assurance  Society 


Of  the  United  States. 


I>EjOEj:iVi:]BEM«     31,     ISOO. 


Outstanding  Assurance         .         .         _         _ 
Assurance  Applied  for  in  1899  .         -         . 

Examined  and  Declined         .         -         -         . 
New  Assurance  Issued      -         -         -       .  - 

Income 

Assets  December  30,  1899         _         _         _         _ 
Assurance  Fund  (^216,384,975.00)  and  all  other 
Liabilities  (^2,688,834.03) 

Surplus -         - 

Paid  Policyholders  in  1899      -         -         -         - 


DIRECTORS. 


James  W.  Alexander, 
Louis  Fitzgerald, 
Chauncey  M.  Depew, 
Wm.  A.  Wheelock, 
Marcellus  Hartley, 
A.  J.  Cassatt, 
Cornelius  N.  Bliss, 
Henry  G.  Marquand, 
Geo.  H.  Squire, 
Thos.  D.  Jordan, 
C.  B.  Alexander, 
Charles  S.  Smith, 
Thomas  S.  Young, 


James  H.  Hyde, 
T.  Jefferson  Coolidge, 
Jacob  H.  Schiff, 
Wm.  A.  Tower, 
John  Jacob  Astor, 
Gage  E.  Tarbell, 
George  J.  Gould, 
A.  Van  Santvoord, 
Edward  W.  Lambert, 
George  T.  Wilson, 
Sir  W.  C.  Van  Home, 
H.  M.  Alexander, 
T.  DeWitt  Cuyler, 


John  A.  Stewart, 
Robert  T.  Lincoln, 
D.  O.  Mills, 
H.  C.  Haartstick, 
John  Sloane, 
Wm.  Alexander, 
Marvin  Hughitt, 
H.  J.  Fairchild, 
M.  E.  Ingalls, 
David  H.  Moffat, 
Brayton  Ives, 
C.  Ledyard  Blair, 
A.  Van  Bergen, 


^1,054,416,422    00 
237,356,610   00 

34,054,77s    00 
203,301,832    00. 

53,878,200  86 
280,191,286  80 

219,073,809  03 

61,117,477  n 
24,107,541  44 


Levi  P.  Morton, 
August  Belmont, 
Thomas  T.  Eckert, 
James  H.  Dunham, 
Sidney  D.  Ripley, 
John  J.  McCook, 
John  E.  Searles, 
Samuel  M.  Inman, 
Geo.  W.  Carleton, 
E.  Boudinot  Colt, 
Joseph  T.  Low, 
Alanson  Trask, 
J.  F.  De  Navarro. 


OFFICERS. 

James  W.  Alexander,  President. 
James  H.  Hyde,   Vice-President.  Gage  E.  Tarbell,  Second  Vice-President. 

George  T.  Wilson,  Third  Vice-President.  Thomas  D.  Jordan,  Comptroller. 

William  Alexander,  Secretary.  Sidney  D.  Ripley,  Treasurer. 

William  H.  Mclntyre,  Assistant  Secretary.  J.  G.  Van  Cise,  Actuary. 

James  B.  Loring,  Registrar.  F.  W.  Jackson,  Auditor. 

Edward  W.  Lambert,  M.  D.,     Edward  Curtis,  M.  D.,  Medical  Directors. 


Agency:     California,  Nevada  and  Hawaiian  Islands, 

A.   M.  SHIELDS,   Manager, 
EDWIN    CRAMER,    Cashier. 


Crocker  Building, 


San  Francisco,  Cal. 
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Seven    Years'    Comparative    San    Francisco    City    Premiums. 


Foreign  Companies— Continued. 

1899 

1898 

1897 

1896 

1895 

1894 

1893 

Helvetia  Swiss 

$  21,866 
28.628 
39,956 
11,055 

15,199 
53,439 
52,966 
110,861 

28,933 
23,788 
14,481 
30,148 

53,075 
33,962 
34,456 
34,083 

17,964 
50,015 
53,351 
22,861 

2,624 

29,044 
17,710 

77,485 
50,009 

22,454 
16,191 

$28,668 
46,462 
63,016 
12,878 

22,895 
71,922 
64,553 
144,105 

40.822 
31,256 
21,244 
43,013 

68,144 
43-987 
43,416 
53,724 

25,666 
69,805 
81,578 
30,802 

$22,663 
33,679 
38,397 

$   17,606 
14-338 
34,225 

$  22,635 
24,790 
44,479 

S  48,723 
23,838 
42,222 

$58,316 
28,205 
45,584 

Imperial 

Lion 

Liverpool  &  Loudou  &  Globe  .... 

London  and  Northern 

London  &  Lancashire 

Magdeburg 

20,038 
52,975 
34,341 
84,621 

34,499 
20,476 
20,666 
28,813 

41,551 
20,647 
36,186 
32,400 

22,658 
47,345 
46,760 
20,273 

12.929 
41,352 
30,766 
85,674 

27,662 
20,102 
18,668 
21,689 

33,248 
17.677 
25,458 
26,425 

11,257 
46,868 

36.149 
12,932 

18,444 
49.827 
37,696 
92,669 

31,967 
26,157 
40,654 
24,116 

44,694 
31,058 
38,619 
35,316 

25,538 
31,058 
55,442 
16,605 

19,527 
95,550 
48,938 
125,828 

43,206 
32,447 
40,050 
45,470 

66,237 
24 ',960 
88,936 
47,368 

57,498 
24,960 
78,880 
26,742 

•  25,813 
99,586 
50,874 
131,889 

Manchester 

New  Zealand 

North  British  &  Mercantile    .... 

North  German 

31,863 
43-906 
46,235 

66,380 

24,055 
53-886 
41,386 

49,295 
24,055 
84,185 
35,978 

Norwich  Union      

Palatine,  Manchester 

Phcenix,  London 

Prussian  National,  Germany  .... 

Royal,  Liverpool 

Royal  Exchange,  London 

Scottish  Union  &  National 

State    

Svea,  Sweden 

Thurinpia 

30,993 
23,902 
101,580 
50,990 

36,094 
19-587 

25,425 
18,943 
59-102 
26,440 

20,070 
14,298 

22.533 
15-760 
10,117 
28,793 

14.470 
10,648 

31,287 
13,726 

41,227 
12,087 

43,810 
11,172 

Transatlantic,  Hamburg 

Union.  London       

40.970 

20,650 
8,759 

51,952 

33,437 
15-540 

51,968 

35,884 
14.332 

Western,  Toronto 

Total  Foreign  Companies    .... 
Grand  Total 

$1,177,346 
$1,886,171 

$1,592,867 
$2,431,597 

$1,054,788 
$1,603,354 

$  826,371 
$1,279,323 

$1,053,514 
$1,643,920 

$1,495,971 
$2,319,693 

$1,502,966 
$2,436,481 

Suits  Against  the   D.  &  R.  G.  Railroad  Co. 

GROWIXG  OUT  OF   THE  ANTLERS  HOTEL  FIRE,  COL- 
ORADO, SPRINGS,    COLORADO. 

Suits  were  filed  on  Feb.  5,  1900,  Colo. 
Spiungs,  against  the  D.  &  R.>  G.  Railroad  Co., 
by  the  various  insurance  companies  interested 
in  the  losses  of  Oct.  1,  1898.  One  of  these  suits, 
involving  the  hotel  furniture  owned  by  E. 
Barnett,  is  brought  by  the  British  America 
and  five  other  companies,  represented  by 
their  attorney,  Sylvester  G.  Williams;  and  the 
Hartford  Fire  and  four  other  companies  repre. 
seated  by  their  attorney's,  R.  W.  Barger  and 
Geo.  Gardner.  The  total  amount  of  insurance 
sought  to  be  recovered  by  the  companies  in 
this  case  is  -^28,966.30. 

The  second  suit,  involving  the  Antlers  Hote^ 
building  and  personal  property  of  the  Colo_ 
Springs  Hotel  Co.,  is  brought  by  the  Sun  Ins. 
office  and  fifteen  other  companies,  represented 
by  their  attorney,  Sylvester  G.  Williams;  and 
the  Continental  and  twenty-five  other  com- 
panies, represented  by  their  attornej^s,  R.  W. 
Barger  and  Geo.  Gardner.  The  total  recovery 
sought  in  this  case  is  $1-47,221.50. 

In  the  case  of  the  Crissey  &  Fowler  Lumber 
Co.  V.  The  D.  &  R.  G.  Railroad  Co.,  the  Lum- 
ber Co.,  Orient  Ins.  Co.,  and  two  other  com- 


panies are  represented  by  Sylvester  G.  Wil- 
liams; and  the  German  and  seven  other  com- 
panies are  represented  by  Messrs.  Barger  & 
Gardner.  This  case  has  been  pending  for 
some  months.  The  total  amount  sought  to  be 
recovered  is  121,438.87,  the  insurance  paid  be- 
ing $14,071.21.  The  other  cases  named  have 
been  withheld,  awaiting  some  decisions  upon 
points  of  law  raised  in  the  Crissey  &  Fowler 
case.  There  are  several  other  cases  yet  to  be 
filed.  It  is  probable  that  a  trial  of  one  or 
more  of  these  cases  will  be  i-eached  within  a 
short  time. 

The  burning  of  the  Antlers  hotel  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  prolonged  dispute  over  the  loss 
claim.  A  compromise  followed,  but  we  are  un- 
der the  impression  that  the  companies  were 
"bulldozed"  into  paying  considerably  more 
than  the  actual  loss.  The  appraisers  and  the 
adjusters  and  the  books  were  on  the  side  of 
the  companies,  but  clamor  and  prejudice  and 
the  threats  of  the  Colorado  Springs  people  were 
on  the  side  of  the  claimants.  A  compromise 
was  finally  effected.  But  the  fire  loss  of  Col- 
orado Springs  has  been  on  the  gain  ever  since. 


There  were  over  700  pages  of  reading  mat- 
ter, tables  and  portraits  in  last  year's  Coast 
Reviews.    All  for  $3. 


no 
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"Ordered  Off." 

The  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Company's 
system  has  put  in  operation  a  mutual  benefit 
accident  insurance  company  of  its  own,  and 
the  regular  accident  companies  will  no  longer 
do  any  business  to  speak  of  on  the  roads  of 
this  system.  Orders  on  the  paymaster  will 
no  longer  be  honored.  This  is  equivalent  to 
ordering  the  accident  companies  off,  so  far  as 
the  business  of  the  railroad  emploj'es  is  con- 
cerned. 

Annual  Meeting  of  the  San  Francisco  Life 
Underwriters  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  San  Francisco 
Life  Underwriters  Association,  on  January  26, 
began  with  business  and  ended  with  a  din- 
ner. This  was  long  ago,  as  time  flies  in  the 
business  world,  and  we  must  therefore  con- 
tent ourselves  with  only  a  brief  mention  of 
this  joint  business  and  pleasure  affair. 

Officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected 
as  follows : 

President — G.  M.  Stolp,  manager  for  the 
National  Life  Insurance  Co. 

Vice-President— W.  H.  Duuphy,  manager 
for  the  Home  Life  Ins.  Co. 

Secretary— C.  M.  T.  Parker,  manager  for 
the  Massachusetts  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co. 

Treasurer — Horace  C.  Donnels,  of  the  Home 
Life  Ins.  Co. 

Executive  Committee — John  Landers,  man- 
ager for  Manhattan  Life  Ins.  Co. ;  H.  K. 
Field,  general  agent  of  the  New  England 
Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co. ;  Fred.  Beaver,  general 
agent  of  Pacific  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co. 

J.  W.  Hicks  and  H.  W.  Magee,  managers 
for  the  Phoenix  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.,  were 
elected  to  full  member.ship  of  the  association. 

The  resignation  of  Agency  Director  McLane 
of  the  New  York  Life  Ins.  Co.  is  noted  with 
regret,  tempered  with  the  reflection  that  the 
other  agency  director  up  on  Market  street  has 
been  on  the  outside  all  along. 

Life  insurance  companies'  representatives 
present  were  as  follows:  J.  M.  Kilgarif,  gen- 
eral agent  of  the  Pacific  Mutual,  the  retiring 
president  of  the  association;  G.  M.  Stolp, 
manager  of  the  National,  the  new  president; 
W.  H.  Dunphy,  manager  of  the  Home,  the 
new  vice-president;  C.  M.  T.  Parker,  man- 
ager of  the  Massachusetts,  re-elected  secre- 
tary; H.  C.  Donnels,  of  the  Home,  the  new 
treasurer;  Chas.  Dunphy,  of  the  Home;  Fred 
Beaver,  general  agent  of  the  Pacific  Mutual; 
Fred  Stolp,  of  the  National;  A.  M.  Shields, 
manager  of  the  Equitable;  T.  L.  Miller, 
superintendent  industrial  department  of  Pa- 
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cific  Mutual;  W.  C.  Leavitt,  general  agent  of 
the  Union  Mutual;  W.  H.  Sales,  of  the  Pacific 
Mutual. 

The  dinner  was  excellent,  and  the  view  of 
the  round  table,  with  its  floral  decorations 
and  circle  of  gentlemen  in  "evening  dress," 
was  so  attractive  that  the  resolution  "that 
we  invite  the  ladies  next  time"  was  actually 
carried. 

There  was  a  little  speaking— some  of  it 
"heart  to  heart" — plain  and  sincere.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  remarks  of  the  incoming  officers, 
Messrs.  Leavitt,  Kilgarif,  Beaver,  Shields, 
Sales,  Landers  and  Field  spoke  more  at 
length.  Manager  Shields  was  delightfully 
plain-spoken,  as  indeed  were  all  the  speakers. 
A  spade  was  a  spade.  All  were  practical. 
General  Agent  Field  led  the  way  with  a  talk 
which  covered  the  objects  and  possibilities  of 
the  association,  and  was  convincing.  Man- 
ager Landers  spoke  of  the  practical  good  of 
the  association  in  the  past,  and  the  absolute 
need  of  such  an  organization  to  prevent  de- 
moralization and  to  look  after  the  companies' 
and  policyholders'  interests  when  the  legis- 
lature is  in  session.  Mr.  Landers  incidentally 
referred  to  the  valuable  services  rendered 
the  life  companies,  especially  in  this  respect, 
by  the  late  publisher  of  the  Coast  Review. 

The  association  is  doing  a  good  work  for  life 
insurance — for  good  practices  and  for  the 
elimination  of  disreputable  agents.  The  com- 
panies should  encourage  this  work. 


Lion  and  Impferial. 
Manager  Wm.  J.  Landers,  of  the  Pacific 
department  of  the  Lion  and  Imperial,  has 
transacted  the  following  business  for  these 
two  companies  during  the  past  six  years,  in- 
cluding the  rate-war  period  : 


Year           Premiums 

Losses 

Ratio 

1894  ....  $ 

187,90.5 

*  28,046 

15.0 

1895  .... 

241,1(31 

101,437 

42.1 

1S96  .... 

210,54;? 

104,539 

49.7 

1897.    .    .    . 

315,317 

108,427 

34.3 

1898  .... 

335,011 

179,854 

53.6 

1899  .... 

304,030 

140,865 

46.3 

Six  Years.  *1 

,593,967 

$663,168 

41.6 

The  recent  destruction  of  the  Standard  Oil 
Go's  warehouse  in  Portland,  Or.,  disclosed  a 
lack  of  fire  plugs  in  the  city's  annex  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Willamette.  A  member  of 
the  firm  of  the  East  Side  Lumber  Co.,  through 
an  interview  in  a  local  paper  in  speaking  to 
the  point  stated  "that  but  for  the  city's 
stinginess  in  furnishing  fire  protection,  the 


fire  would  have  been  easih'  controlled.  We, 
as  well  as  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  asked 
the  city  for  more  plugs,  but  were  always 
turned  down.  The  department  was  badly 
handicapped,  owing  to  the  lack  of  plugs,  and 
to  that  fact  is  due  the  loss  of  the  oil  comp- 
any's plant." 


Foreign   Fire  Offices*  Remittances. 

Twenty-nine  foreign  fire  oflices'  United 
States  branches  remitted  to  their  home  offices 
.!!3, 143,838  and  received  from  them  .f2,724,587, 
making  the  net  remittances  only  $419,351. 
This  does  not  seem  to  be  a  very  large  profit 
for  the  millions  of  foreign  insurance  capital 
invested  in  this  country. 

Ten  of  the  twenty-nine  branches  received 
more  from  the  home  office  than  was  remitted. 


William  Sexton. 

William  Sexton,  general  adjuster  for  the 
Fireman's  Fund  Insurance  Company,  is  a 
native  of  Nova  Scotia,  where  he  was  born 
October  24,  1832.  He  has  had  experience  as 
sailor,  miner,  sherilf,  legislator,  chief  of 
police,  local  agent,  special  agent,  genei-al 
agent  and  adjuster.  He  lived  in  San  Jose, 
Gal.,  for  several  years.  When  15  years  old  he 
became  a  citizen  of  Maine.  The  gold  fever 
brought  him  to  California  in  July,  1852,  after 
a  voyage  of  six  and  a  half  months.  In  1872  he 
was  appointed  special  agent  for  the  Fireman's 
Fund.  He  is  therefore  a  pioneer  in  insurance 
field  work  on  this  Coast.  Later  he  became 
general  agent.  He  now  has  charge  of  the 
adjusting  department  of  the  company.  Almost 
from  the  organization  of  the  Fire  Underwrit- 
ers' Association  of  the  Pacific  he  has  been  an 
active  member.  He  has  contributed  many 
valuable  and  entertaining  papers,  and  alwaj'S 
takes  part  in  the  discussions  at  the  meetings 
of  the  association.  He  is  original  in  thought 
and  phrase,  and  always  has  an  apt  story  to 
illustrate  and  clinch  his  argument. 


The  new  accident  policy  of  the  Union  Cas- 
ualty will  attract  the  attention  of  agents  and 
solicitors  genei-ally,  as  a  ready  seller.  It  pays 
for  loss  of  hearing,  increases  benefits  on  an- 
nual renewals,  allows  jumping  on  and  off 
street  cars  in  motion,  and  pays  one-twentieth 
of  the  face  of  policy  for  a  number  of  injui'ies 
and  fatalities  not  usually  covered  by  accident 
policies.  Call  on  or  address  General  Agents 
Loaiza  &  Co.,  216  Sansome  street,  for  full 
particulars. 

The  Atlanta  Home,  of  Georgia  is  impaired. 
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Table  of  Coast  Btisiness  by  Agencies. 

This  table,  printed  elsewhere,  is  not 
complete,  for  we  were  compelled  to  go  to 
press  with  it  before  later  figures  came  in 
from  Chicago.  This  table  will  appear, 
with  additions,  in  the  Coast  Review  Fire 
Insurance  Chart. 

We  have  again  included  the  1894  figui-es, 
because  that  was  the  normal  year  preced- 
ing the  rate  war  years. 

It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  the 
totals  do  not  imply  that  they  are  those  of 
the  companies  now  in  the  general  agency 
excepting  1899. 

Only  thirteen  of  the  general  agencies 
report  increased  figures. 


Additional  Agency  Figures. 

The  following  totals  for  the  Coast  have 
been  received  since  we  went  to  press  with 
our  agency  table: 


Losses 
Ptxms.        Incurred.    Ratio. 


7,334        I  25,765        33.3 
36,443        48.5 


M.  O.  Brown  : 
Westchester    .   . 

T.  W.  Letton  : 
Prussian  National  .     75,225 

I.  S.  Blackwelder  : 
Niagara 81,841  40,901        50.0 

W.  H.  Cunningham: 
Fire  Association  .   .    163,701  117,178        71.5 


Final   Table    of   Pacific   Coast    Fire    Business 
Last  Year. 

Accompanying  this  issue  the  reader  will 
find  a  revised  table  of  Coast  business. 
This  now  contains  the  figures  of  the  Con- 
tinental, Fire  Association,  Home,  Niagara, 
and  Prussian  National,  which  bring  the 
totals  up  to — 

$10,822,675  premiums,  and 
5,080,692  losses  paid. 
This  bears  out  our  estimate  that  the 
losses  would  exceed  five  million  dollars. 
Figures  yet  to  come  will  make  the  total 
premiums  about  $10,900,000  and  the  losses 
about  $5,120,000. 


Franklin  Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

The  old,  solid,  conservative  Franklin 
Fire  Insui'ance  Company,  organized  not 
so  very  long  after  the  death  of  its  great 
namesake,  presents  the  following  sum- 
mary of  its  annual  statement: 

Assets,  $3,106,892;  net  surplus,  $1,104,- 
232;  reinsurance  reserve,  $1,577,056. 

The  past  year  was  very  unfavorable  to 
fire  underwriting,  and  the  Franklin  did 
not  round  out  the  hazardous  year  entirely 
unscathed.  But  the  effect  is  barely 
noticeable. 

The  assets  are  about  the  same,  and  the 
net  surplus  continues  to  be  about  three 
times  the  amount  of  the  capital,  thus 
maintaining  its  exceptional  position  in 
this  feature  of  underwriting  strength. 

The  Franklin  is  represented  in  this  field 
by  Ed.  E.  Potter  as  general  agent. 


Unanswerable.  — Mr.  James  declined 
to  reply  to  President  Irvin's  letter  on 
foreign  "competition"  and  "advantages." 


Accident,  Fidelity  and  Miscellaneous  Business 
in   California. 

Our  table  of  employers  liability,  acci- 
dent and  various  other  kinds  of  insurance 
business  transacted  in  California  last  year, 
printed  elsewhere,  was  sent  out  as  an 
extra. 

The  employers  liability  premiumsgained 
largely.  Specially  noteworthy  gains  were 
made  by  the  Frankfort  and  the  Employ- 
ers Liability. 

Steam  boiler  premiums  advanced,  nota- 
bly by  the  Hartford  and  Pacific  Sui'ety. 
The  Frankfort-American  is  now  writing 
this  class  of  business. 

The  fidelity  and  surety  business  made  a 
considerable  gain.  The  Fidelity  &  Cas- 
ualty, Pacific  Surety,  American  Surety, 
United  States  Fidelitj'  &  Guaranty  Co. 
and  Fidelity  &  Deposit  increased  their 
writings  and  premiums. 

In  burglary  insurance  the  Fidelity  & 
Casualty  continued  its  monopoly  of  this 
class.  Plate-glass  premiums  were  in- 
creased. The  B'rankfort,  Fidelity  &  Cas- 
ualty, Lloyds,  Metropolitan,  New  York 
and  Pacific  Surety  all  made  gains. 

In  accident  business  a  "i-ight  smai't" 
gain  was  made.     The  Pacific  Mutual  leads 
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in  premiums,  and  the  Preferred  Accident 
leads  in  amount  written.  About  four- 
fifths  of  the  Travelers'  business  is  city,  and 
the  result  of  the  personal  woi'k  of  the 
city  agent.  The  Union  Casualty  &  Surety 
made  a  considerable  g-ain.  Gains  were 
also  made  by  the  Standard,  Preferred, 
Pacific  Mutual,  Frankfort,  Fidelity  & 
Casualty  and  ^tna.  The  Frankfort- 
American  is  now  also  writing  accident 
insurance  in  this  field. 

The  title  insurance  figures  show  this 
form  of  corporate  guaranty  is  exceedingly 
profitable.  Losses  are  nominal  and  the 
liability  is  very  much  restricted.  Fidelity 
and  surety  companies  should  engage  in 
this  business. 

Salary  insurance  proved  to  be  a  fiasco. 
After  all  the  talk,  the  company  engaged 
in  this  new  work  collected  only  $-46,  and 
then  reinsured  in  and  was  swallowed  by  a 
venturesome  new  company. 


Banquet  to  Ex-President  Staples. 

The  fire  and  marine  underwriters  of  San 
Francisco  tendered  ex-President  Staples 
of  the  Fireman's  Fund  a  dinner,  Wednes- 
day evening,  January  24,  at  the  Pacific 
Union  Club.  The  afl:'air  was  a  perfect  suc- 
cess—flawless,  and  a  delightful  event  to 
be  long  cherished  in  memory  by  all  who 
were  present.  The  general  preliminai-y 
arrangements  were  in  the  skillful  hands  of 
Geo.  W.  Spencer  and  Geo.  F.  Grant. 
Charles  D.  Haven  presided  as  chairman 
and  toast-master,  with  characteristic  dig- 
nity of  manner  and  grace  of  speech. 

There  were  present — 

James  D.  Bailey,  Henry  K.  Belden,  Geo.  C.  Board- 
man,  Edw.  Brown.  Franklin  Bangs,  Chas.  Chris- 
tensen,  T.  J.  Conroy,  T.  C.  Coogan,  W.  S.  Davis, 
Frank  J.  Devlin,  Geo.  D.  Dornln,  V.  C.  Driffield, 
Frank  Dickson,  Wm.  J.  Dutton,  L.  B.  Edwards, 
Wm.  Frank.  Herbert  Folger,  A.  R.  Grim,  Geo.  F. 
Grant,  Tom  C.  Grant,  I.  Gutte,  Chas.  D.  Haven, 
Rudolph  Herold,  Jr.,  Wm.  Greer  Harrison,  S.  D. 
Tves,  N.  T.  James,  C.  Mason  Kinne,  Wm.  J.  Lan- 
ders, Chas.  A.  Laton,  W.  H.  Lowden,  F.  W.  Lougee, 
J.  B.  Levison,  Wm.  Macdonald,  D.  E.  Miles,  C.  F. 
Mullins,  E.  T.  Niebling,  D.S.  Painter,  E.E.Potter, 
T.  Edward  Pope,  Whitney  Palaehe.  B.  J.  Smith, 
Geo.  W.  Spencer,  Walter  Speyer,  A.  H.  Small,  D.  J. 
Staples,  Wm.  Sexton,  Geo.  H.  Tyson,  Wm.  P. 
Thomas,  T.  C.  Van  Ness,  Rolla  V.  Watt.  E.  L. 
Wood,  Horace  Wilson,  L:  Weinmann,  E.B.Haldan. 


Telegrams,  expressing  regrets  for  absence, 
and  congratulating  the  guest  of  the  evening, 
were  received  from  the  presidents  of  the 
^tna,  Hartford  Fire,  Phoenix,  National  Fire, 
Orient  and  Connecticut;  from  Thomas  S. 
Chard,  J.  W.  Cofran,  Bernard  Faymonville, 
Robt.  Dickson,  and  E.  W.  Carpenter.  These 
telegrams,  expressing  cordial  esteem  and 
praise  for  "the  grand  old  man,"  were  read 
during  the  evening. 

Messrs.  Haven,  Staples,  Boardman,  Dornin, 
Mullins,  Van  Ness,  Harrison,  Coogan  and  Geo. 
F.  Grant  were  the  speakers  of  the  evening. 
Mr.  Grant  presented  to  the  honored  guest  a 
beautiful  solid  silver  loving-cup.     Mr.  Grant 
was  at  his  best,  and  his  presentation  speech 
was  characteristic — inimitable  in   style,   and 
gracefully  and  eloquently  phrasing  the  love 
and  admiration   of  the   donors.     Mr.    Staples 
responded  fittingly,  in  his  courtly  way,  finish- 
ing with  the  sentiment: 
We  came  into  this  world  naked  and  bare. 
We  go  through  this  world  with  trouble  and  care. 
We  leave  this  world  for  God  knows  where ; 
But,  if  we  are  thoroughbreds  here,  we  will  be  thor- 
oughbreds there. 

The  speeches  are  spoken  of  as  being  exceed- 
ingly thoughtful  and  appropriate,  couched  in 
eloquent  language  and  breathing  a  spirit  of 
sincere  respect  and  admiration  for  the  guest 
of  the  evening.  His  great  services  to  under- 
wanting,  his  loyalty  to  correct  principles,  his 
rare  personal  worth,  his  breadth  of  character, 
and  his  genial  temper,  were  themes  which 
well  might  inspire  the  speakers. 

We  regret  that  this  great  tabular  number 
of  the  Coast  Review  does  not  allow  us  space 
to  make  long  quotations  from  these  speeches. 
We  can,  however,  give  a  hint  of  their  inter- 
esting nature. 

Mr.  Boardman,  the  oldest  co-laborer  of  Mr. 
Staples  in  this  insurance  field,  impressively 
asked : 

"What  shall  be  said  of  the  man  who  has  so 
studied  and  practiced  his  profession  that  he  knows 
the  intricacies  of  his  business  and  dangers  which 
assail  it,  the  remedies  which  will  benefit  it,  carries 
it  on  with  caution,  deals  .justly  with  all  his 
stockholders,  employees,  and  the  public  until 
finally,  through  both  good  and  evil  days  he  brings 
it  to  a  position  of  first  rank  with  character  and 
reputation  untarnished?  What  may  be  said  of  a 
man  who  has  not  only  done  this,  but  while  so  do- 
ing, has  also  been  able  to  endear  himself  for  his 
personal  qualities  to  his  business  associates  and 
even  to  his  business  rivals?  .  .  .  That  we  have  all 
profited  by  his  mature  judgment  on  many  trying 
occasions;  that  he  has  given  unvarying  support  to 
all  measures  that  contemplated  good  practices  and 
unity  among  his  associates,  and  that  he  has  been  a 
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frequent  and  always  a  good  adviser.  This,  and 
very  much  more,  may  truly  be  said  of  Mr.  Staples 
without  flattery.  When  you  find  a  man  who  is  held 
in  respect,  not  only  by  his  subordinates  in  his  own 
office,  but  by  his  associates  in  his  own  line  of  work, 
you  may  be  sure  it  is  upon  recognized  merits,  and 
that  he  fully  deserves  the  estimation  in  which  he 
is  held." 

Mr.  Doi'uin,  formerly  secretary  of  the  Fire- 
man's Fund,  told  of  the  depressing  days  in 
Chicago,  when  Mr.  Staples' s  infectious  cour- 
age and  resolution  saved  the  company  from 
the  fate  of  so  many  companies  involved  in  that 
awful  conflagration.  Mr.  Dornm  named 
Mr.  Staples's  graduates,  as  follows: 

Tom  C.  Grant,  manager  North  British  &  Mercan- 
tile ;  George  F.  Grant,  manager  London  and  North 
ern;  Geo.  H.  Tyson,  manager,  and  Robt.  Tyson, 
special  agent,  German- American;  N.  T.  James, 
former  president  of  the  Union  and  afterwards  man- 
ager of  the  Alliance;  D.  B.  Wilson,  former  man- 
ager of  the  Continental;  E.  W.  Carpenter,  former 
manager  of  the  Koyal  and  Norwich  Union;  T.  C. 
Conroy,  assistant  manager  Caledonian,  Man- 
chester and  American;  Wm.  Sexton,  former  man- 
ager Lion  and  Imperial;  Geo.  D.  and  Geo.  W.  Dor- 
nin,  manager  and  assistant  manager  National  and 
Springfleld. 

Mr.  Mullins's  tribute  to  Mr.  Staples  as  an 
underwriter  and  as  a  citizen  was  elevated  in 
sentiment  and  sparkling  with  little  gems  of 
speech.  He  referred  to  Mr.  Staples' §  well 
known  friendship  for  and  assistance  to  the 
younger  men  in  the  business.  Mr.  Mullins 
said : 

'■ 'Peace  hath  her  victories  no  less  renown'd  than 

war  ' 

"From  time  immemorial  it  has  been  customary 
that  the  victorious  warrior  be  crowned  with  laurels, 
that  trumpets  sound,  that  triumphal  arches  rise, 
that  the  populace  acclaim  and  strew  flowers  in  his 
pathway,  and  various  are  the  rewards  showered 
upon  him,  all  of  which  we  contribute  cheerfully  in 
recognition  of  the  successful  defenders  of  our 
homes  and  country.  These  rewards  do  not  come  to 
the  man  (save  on  rare  occasions)  who  contributes 
to  the  victories  of  peace.  It  is  our  privilege  to- 
night to  add  our  testimony  to  the  long  sustained 
successful  efforts  of  such  a  man  in  the  person  of 
our  honored  guest. 

"As  the  warmth  of  the  Gulf  Stream  aids  the  west 
coast  of  England  in  producing  early  fruits,  so  does 
the  beneflcent  influence  of  good  practices  taught 
to  thousands  on  this  Coast  by  Mr.  Staples  tend  to 
check  demoralizing  influences. 

"For  a  third  of  a  century  he  has  guided  the  com- 
pany from  a  frail  venture  to  a  monumental  success, 
and  the  names  of  Staples  and  Fireman's  Fund  are 
interchangeable  and  indivisible  and  will  always 
remain  so. 

'He  has  decided  to  throw  off  the  armor  put  on 
over  sixty  years  ago  when  he  commenced  his  battle 


of  life.  The  armor  is  b3,ttle-worn  and  scarred,  but 
the  back  of  it  is  undented." 

Mr.  Harrison  talked  well,  as  he  always 
does,  in  a  merry  vein,  with  happy  prose  and 
poetic  quotations.  He  spoke  of  the  athletic 
build  of  Mr.  Staples,  of  his  broad  mind  in  a 
big  frame  six  feet  two  in  hight;  and  proposed 
that  he  should  renew  his  health  and  strength 
by  a  judicious  course  of  exercise  at  the  Olym- 
pic Athletic  Club. 

Judge  Coogan  and  T.  C.  Van  Ness  made 
speeches  which  were  well  worth  an  appear- 
ance in  print. 

Ex-President  Staples  was  deeply  touched 
by  these  spontaneous  tributes.  He  spoke 
feelingly,  with  old-time  sincerity  and  kindly 
sympathy.  Like  General  Grant,  he  modestly 
disclaimed  all  this  credit,  and  named  the 
generals  who  had  helped  win  the  company's 
victories. 

To  D.   J.   Staples  on    his  Retirement   from   the 

Presidency  of  the  Fireman's  Fund  Ins. 

Co.,  after  33  Years'  Service. 

The  giant  pine  before  the  gale 

Bends  to  the  wintry  blast; 
While  trunk  and  branch,  from  setting  sun, 

Far  reaching  shadows  cast. 

So  on  our  western  slope  to-day 

Bends  to  a  wealth  of  years, 
A  man,  an  honor  to  the  state ; 

A  chief  among  his  peers. 

Stalwart  of  stalwarts,  strong  of  brain; 

Once  friend,  a  friend  for  aye; 
God  help  him  in  the  coming  years, 

And  ease  his  every  way. 

The  work  that  grew  beneath  his  touch 

He  leaves  to  willing  hands, 
Of  those  whose  earliest  foot-steps  turned 

To  meet  his  wise  commands. 

No  grander  monument  can  raise 

Its  apex  to  the  skies, 
Than  this  great  project  of  his  brain; 

His  work  before  him  lies. 
No  fonder  term,  for  young  or  old, 

Comes  as  his  name  we  greet ; 
Peace,  quiet,  age,  and  rest  be  thine, 

Thou  "Father  of  the  Street." 

Long  may  you  live  to  see  your  task 

With  manhood's  labor  planned, 
Grow  with  this  Western  empire's  growth, 

The  earnest  of  your  hand. 

And  as  the  pine  with  balmj^  winds 

Lifts  to  the  azure  sky, 
Now  may  your  steps,  your  life  work  done, 

In  pleasant  pathways  lie.  w.  s.  d. 
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Equitable  Life  Assurance  Society, 

LARGEST  SURPLUS  IN  THE  WORLD— OVER 
A  BILLION  AND  FIFTY  FOUR  MILLIONS 
OF  INSURANCE  IN  FORCE— WONDERFUL 
GAINS  LAST  YEAR— ASSETS  ARE  NOW 
MORE  THAN  TWO  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY 
MILLIONS-SURPLUS  EXCEEDS  SIXTY- 
ONE  MILLIONS. 

All  the  foreign  branches  having  sent  in 
figures  for  the  year  1899,  the  Equitable  Life 
Assurance  Society  of  the  United  States 
presents  its  annual  statement  of  outstand- 
ing risks,  new  business  written,  liabilities, 
surplus  and  total  resources. 

This  immense  aggregation  is  sum- 
marized as  follows: 

Outstanding  insurance  .  .  .  .11,054,416,422.00 
Assurance  applied  for  in  1899  .  237,356,610.00 
Examined  and  declined  .  .  .  34,054,778.00 
New   insurance  issued  ....       203,301,832.00 

Income 53,878,200.86 

Assets  December  30,  1899  .    .   .       280,191,286.80 
Assurance     fund      ($216,384,- 
975.00)   and   all  other  liabil- 
ities ($2,688,884.03)  .....       219,073,809.03 

Surplus 61,117,477.77 

Paid  policyholders  in  1899  .  .  24,107,541.44 
Turning  to  the  February  Coast  Review 
of  last  year  we  place  the  similar  summary 
along  side  and  note  the  impressive  gains. 
The  outstanding  insurance  is  sixty-seven 
and  a  half  millions  greater;  insurance  ap- 
plied for  is  thirty-nine  millions  more; 
new  insurance  issued  beats  the  previous 
year's  record  by  thirty-five  millions;  in- 
come is  over  three  million  six  hundred 
thousand  better;  assets  are  nearly  twenty- 
two  million  more,  a  gain  which  indicates 
that  some  time  this  fall,  probably,  the 
assets  of  the  Equitable  will  exceed  three 
hundred  million  dollars:  and  the  surplus 
gained  nearly. four  million. 

Such  in  brief,  is  the  marvelous  record 
of  resources  and  year's  progress  of  this 
great  American  life  insurance  society. 

The  Pacific  West  has  contributed  its 
share  to  these  gains.  Manager  Shields, 
of  the  California,  Nevada  and  Hawaiian 
Islands  agency,  sent  in  very  creditable 
totals.  .  Since  he  assumed  charge  of  the 
agency  the  Equitable  has  made  good 
progress    here.      The    California    figures 


show  large  gains  in  insurance    in    foi-co. 

*      *     * 

Senator  Depew,  at  a  banquet,  said  of 
the  Equitable: 

"If  nothing  is  successful  but  success  then 
the  Equitable  is  the  most  successful  institu- 
tion in  the  world.  It  is  not  luck.  It  is  not 
chance.  The  history  of  all  great  life  insur- 
ance societies  proves  this. 

"It  is  wonderful  how  booms  capture  the 
imagination  and  capture  the  money.  Why, 
you  Westerners  remembr  the  real  estate 
booms.  Didn't  Fort  Scott  and  Wichita,  four 
hundred  miles  apart,  stake  out  city  lots  till 
they  met  ?  When  this  society  was  started,  in 
1859,  there  was  a  life  insurance  boom.  Thirty 
companies  were  started  at  the  same  time. 
But  they  were  unable  to  meet  the  demands 
of  that  hard  doctrine  that  will  ever  exist 
where  there  is  difference  of  brain  and  power 
and  energy  and  push— the  survival  of  the 
fittest.  Only  three  of  the  thirty  survived. 
The  three  had  brains  and  genius,  but  they 
did  not  have  the  supreme  genius  which  the 
Equitable  had  and  which  made  of  it  the 
leader." 

*       *       * 

During  the  first  forty  years  of  their 
existence  the  four  largest  American  life 
companies  paid  their  policyholders  and 
held  in  trust  for  them  at  the  expiration 
of  the  foT'ty  years  as  follows: 
Equitable  Life,  40  yrs.  0  months  .  $580,000,000 
Mutual  Life,  39  yrs.  11  months  .  .  289,841,883 
Northwestern  Mut.,40yrs.  1  month  213,733,719 
New  York  Life,  40  yrs.  S}4  months  155,945,258 

The  Equity  Fire. 

J.  Howard  Hunter,  inspector  of  insur- 
ance for  Ontario,  writes  us  that  the  Equity 
Fire  Ins.  Co.  of  Toronto  is  a  joint  stock 
affair,  with  a  subscribed  capital  of  $500,- 
000,  of  which  $50,000  is  paid  up.  It  has 
complied  with  the  laws  of  the  province  of 
Ontario. 

IfIxsukEd.— An  English  exchange.  Business, 
prints  the  following:  The  domestic  side  of  the 
national  call  to  arms  is  not  entirely  sorrowful. 
The  other  day,  in  Birmingham,  a  poor  woman 
was  noticed  in  a  tram-car,  weeping.  Her 
husband  was  a  Reservist,  who  had  just  been 
called  out.  A  sympathetic  passenger  tried  to 
comfort  the  apparently  broken-hearted  sold- 
ier's wife  by  assurances  that  "  most  likely  he 
would  come  back  safely."     "  I  hope  not,"  was 
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the  staggering  reply.  "He's  a  bad  'un,  he  is ; 
and  there's  no  reforming  him.  Eh!  there's 
many  a  home '11  be  well-ridded  through  this 
war!" 

New  Agencies  of  the  Provident  Savings. 

The  Western  superintendent  of  agen- 
cies of  the  Provident  Savings  Assurance 
Society,  E.  R.  Tillinghast,  who  recently 
visited  San  Francisco,  has  established 
several  new  agencies  on  the  Coast.  The 
new  manager  for  California,  Carl  C. 
Gross,  made  a  noteworthy  increase  in  new 
business  last  year,  and  it  is  evident  that 
affairs  of  the  company  in  this  state  are 
now  in  good  hands. 


Life  Insurance  Paragraphs. 
The  ^tna  Life  now  sets  aside  from  the 
surplus  a  guaranty  fund,  which  will  be 
equivalent  to  the  sum  that  would  be  re- 
quired to  calculate  the  reserve  on  a  three 
and  a  half  per  cent,  basis.  There  will  be 
no  change  in  the  basis  of  calculating  the 
reserve,  nor  will  there  be  an  increase  in 
rates,  the  guaranty  fund  being  set  aside 
as  a  provision  against  the  future. 
*      *      * 

The  war  of  life  agents — in  New  York — 
is  ended — in  New  York. 


"We  have  a  very  gratifying  piece  of 
news  to  communicate  to  you.  The  prin- 
ciple for  which  the  Equitable  has  stood 
and  against  the  violation  of  which  it 
has  protested,  has  triumphed.  The  com- 
pany which  inaugurated  the  policy  of 
raiding  our  agencies  as  a  competitive 
method  has  struck  its  colors  and  aban- 
doned the  reprehensible  practice;  at  all 
events  it  has  so  formally  declared  in  a 
circular  to  its  agents  dated  January  15th, 
which  we  enclose  herewith." 
*      *      * 

At  Salt  Lake  the  jury  "promptly" 
gave  the  agent  the  verdict.  This  was  the 
case:  the  suit  of  Willis  J.  Read  against 
the  Union  Central  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany to  recover  a  balance  of  $1,800  com- 
mission, and  interest  on  a  policy  written 
for  John  Beck  in  the  sum  of  $100,000. 
The  plaintiff",  as  agent  of  the  insurance 
company,  received  $200  on  account  of  the 
commission  claimed  for  inducing  Mr.  Beck 
to  take  out  the  policy,  which  was  subse- 
quently revoked  on  the  company  paying 
the  insured  a  money  consideration.  The 
defense  set  up  that  the  agent  was  entitled 
to  no  further  commission  beyond  what 
had  been  paid  him. 


The  New  York  Life  wrote  in  Jan- 
uary 14,001  new  policies  for  $30,031,412. 
This  is  a  gain  of  eight  and  a  quai'ter  mil- 
lions over  January,  last  year. 

*  *      * 

Vice-President  Perkins  of  the  New 
York  Life  says:  Another  time-honored 
"bugaboo"  has  been  demolished,  viz., 
that  a  man  has  got  to  have  a  whole  lot  of 
prospects  on  hand  in  order  to  close  busi- 
ness. I  have  tried  both  ways — having  a 
lot  of  prospects  on  hand,  and  not  having 
any  on  hand — and  for  years  I  have  be- 
lieved, firmly  believed,  that  a  man  can 
waste  about  as  much  time  over  a  lot  of 
prospects,  whom  he  has  tried  three  or 
four  times  to  insure,  as  in  any  other  way. 

*  *      * 

Vice-President  Tarbell  of  the 
Equitable  Life,  in  a  letter  to  agents  dated 
January  19,  says: 


Mr.  Mix  of  New  York,  who  proposed 
to  mix  things  with  the  New  York  Life, 
as  the  result  of  the  retirement  of  himself 
and  his  400  sub-agents,  is  said  to  control 
$12,000,000  worth  of  business.  At  last 
accounts,  however,  these  gentlemen  were 
still   housed    in   the  big  New  York    Life 

building. 

*  *      * 

Another  account  is  to  the  effect  that 
the  Equitable  Life  gathered  in  270  of 
the  competing  company's  Metropolitan 
agents,  and  still  retains  them. 

*  *      -x- 

On  March  6  the  court  will  hear  the 
petition  of  the  receivers  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Benefit  Life  for  authority  to  pay 
a  dividend  to  creditors. 

*  *      * 

The  Metropolitan  Life  issues  a  pros- 
pectus of  a  savings  fund  proposed  for  the 
benefit  of  its  14,000   employees.     Briefij^ 


The   Coast   ReOievO 


117 


stated,  any  of  the  company's  field 
statl',  01'  of  its  home  office  staff,  whose 
salary  is  not  above  $3,000  a  year, 
may  contribute  from  time  to  time,  as  they 
may  be  disposed,  a  certain  proportion  of 
their  incomes.  To  the  fund  thus  created 
the  company  subscribes  a  sum  equal  to 
half  the  contributions  of  its  employees. 
These  funds  are  improved  by  interest  (the 
company  paying  all  expenses  incident  to 
its  administration),  and  the  sums  thus 
created  are  paid  to  the  contributors  un- 
der the  conditions  explained  in  the  pros- 
pectus. 

The   Sunday    Law  and  Accident  Insurance. 

PAINTERS   MAY    CLIMB   FOK   PIGEONS. 

This  simple  case  of  an  accident  claim 
brought  out  from  the  supreme  court  of 
Iowa  a  very  interesting  decision  touching 
accident  insurance  benefits. 

John  Matthes  sought  benefits  from  the 
Imperial  Accident  Association  as  a  result 
of  injuries  received  by  a  fall,  while  at- 
tempting to  get  pigeons  from  the  cupola 
of  a  barn.  The  accident  happened  on 
Sunday.  The  company  undertook  to 
provethat  Matthes  was  assuming  unneces- 
sary risks.  The  court  found  that  he  was 
insured  as  a  house-painter,  accustomed  to 
ascend  to  great  hights  in  the  very  sling 
from -which  he  fell,  and  declined  to  con- 
sider this  defence. 

It  was  charged  that  the  act  was  done  on 
Sunday  and  that  it  was  a  violation  of  the 
Sunday  law,  and  a  violation  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  policy,  which  relieve  the 
companyof  liability  for  accident  occurring 
"while  violating  the  law.  "  Butthecourt 
held  that  the  plaintiff  was  engaged  in  get- 
ting the  pigeons  for  a  meal  at  his  home, 
and  as  it  was  not  shown  in  the  evidence 
that  they  were  not  wanted  for  a  Sunday 
meal,  this  defence  would  not  stand. 

On  this  point  the  Iowa  court  said:  "We 
may  further  suggest  on  this  question  that 
the  violation  of  law  mentioned  in  the  policy 
is  evidently  intended  to  comprehend  acts 
that  will  avoid  the  risk  if  done  at  any 
time,  they  must  be  in  the  nature  of  con- 
tributing causes  and  not  mere  conditions 
of  the  accident.     In  the  present  case  the 


risk  would  have  included  plaintift''s  acts 
if  done  on  a  secular  day;  therefore,  we 
can  see  no  reason  why  it  should  not  cover 
that  when  done  on  Sunday." 


Casualty  and  Surety  Notes. 
The   Union  Casualty  is  appointing 
many  new  agents. 

*  * 

President  Ferry  of  the  Standard 
Life  &  Accident  is  the  Republican  candi- 
date for  governor  of  Michigan. 

*  * 

Salary  insurance  has  pi-oved  to  be  a 
failure.  It  is  something  for  callow  schem- 
ers to  speculate  with,  and  for  sound  com- 
panies to  ignore. 

*  * 

The  ^Etna  Life's  accident  department 
issues  a  cycle  combination  policy  which 
pays  $10,000  for  death,  or  $50  weekly  in- 
demnity, for  bicycle  accidents;  or  half 
these  sums  for  ordinary  accidents.  This 
policy  should  prove  very  popular  with 
"bikers. " 

*  * 

The  following  clause  has  been  added  to 
all  accident  policies  issued  by  the  Stand- 
ard Life  and  Accident  Insurance  Com- 
pany: "Supplementary  Agreement  for  Re- 
turn of  Annual  Premium  Paid  in  Ad- 
vance —  It  is  agreed,  in  the  event  of 
approval  by  the  company  of  a  claim  for 
the  full  principal  sum  for  accidental 
death,  that  the  company  will  return  to 
the  beneficiary  named  in  the  policy,  in 
addition  to  the  said  death  benefit,  all 
annual  premiums  paid  in  advance  on  the 
policy  and  on  each  consecutive  renewal 
thereof. " 

Kansas  has  a  Wildey  casualty  com- 
pany. "Wild  game!  The  insured  was  a 
barber,  and  was  injured  while  hunting. 
The  defendant  company  refused  to  pay 
his  claim,  on  the  ground  that  it  did  not 
insure  him  as  a  hunter.  The  poor  man 
did  not  hunt  for  profit  or  hire.  The  de- 
fense also  contended  that  the  barber  had 
exposed  himself  to  unnecessary  hazard! 
Wildey!  There  are  others  besides  the 
Travelers. 
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The  Home  in  the  Pacific  West. 

Tne  Home's  premium  income  in  the 
Pacific  West  last  year  was  $439,470.  In 
the  same  territoi-y  in  the  previous  year 
the  total  premiums  were  $317,484.  The 
gain  in  California  was  nearly  $43,000. 
Gains  were  made  in  Arizona,  Colorado, 
Idaho,  Montana,  Oregon,.  Utah  and 
Washington.  Losses  in  Colorado  were 
very  severe.  In  Utah  they  were  exceed- 
ingly light.  

The  Continental  in  the  Pacific  "West. 
The  past  year  was  a  favorable  one  for 
the  Continental  Ins.  Co.  in  this  Pacific 
Western  field.  The  premiums  advanced 
from  $186,936  to  $193,225  in  the  territory 
covered  by  last  year's  figures  as  printed 
in  the  February  Coast  Review.  Losses 
incurred  last  year  were  only  36  per  cent. 
of  the  premiums.  San  Francisco  prem- 
iums gained  nearly  $13,000.  Outside  of 
the  city,  the  California  premiums  of  the 
company  fell  off  somewhat.  In  other 
parts  of  the  Pacific  West  the  business  of 
the  company  increased.  The  total  pre- 
miums in  the  Pacific  West  were  $249,124. 


Honolulu's  Sanitary  Fire. 

On  January  20,  the  fire  department  of 
Honolulu,  under  the  direction  of  the  city's 
board  of  health,  started  out  to  destroy  by 
fire,  as  one  of  a  series  of  sanitary  meas- 
ures decided  upon  by  the  authorities  for 
wiping  out  the  plague  spots,  block  15,  with 
an  area  of  about  two  ordinary  city  blocks, 
and  lying  within  that  par't  of  the  infected 
district  nearest  the  mountain.  This  was 
six  blocks  from  the  water  front  and  ship- 
ping and  two  blocks  from  the  Nuuanu 
river.  About  an  hour  after  the  plague 
spot  had  been  given  to  the  flames,  and 
while  the  department  had  the  fire  well  in 
hand,  the  northeast  trade  wind,  which 
had  been  gusty  and  variable,  suddenly 
shifted  into  a  sti'ong  blow  and  at  once  be- 
came the  ruling  factor  in  the  purifying 
process,  by  sweeping  the  flames  beyond 
the  reach  and  control  of  the  firemen  into 
the  entire  infected  and  closely  packed 
Asiatic  quarter. 

Chinatown  in  its  entirety,  with  the  ex- 


ception of  certain  .brick  and  stone  build- 
ings which  could  be  efficiently'  fumigated, 
had  been  condemned  to  destruction  by 
fire  as  soon  as  provision  could  be  made  by 
the  authorities  for  the  care  and  removal 
of  its  6,000  inhabitants.  The  elements 
disposed  otherwise.  In  two  short  hours, 
owing  mainly  to  the  shacky  nature  of  the 
greater  number  of  the  closely  packed 
buildings,  the  thirteen  blocks  located 
within  the  confines  of  Chinatown  were  re- 
duced to  ashes,  having  proved  an  easy 
prey  for  the  flying  brands  of  tire  which 
were  carried  in  great  quantities  hither 
and  thither  by  the  wind. 

Some  of  the  particulars  of  the  fire  are 
of  interest  and  are  here  noted  as  a  matter 
of  record:  Adjoining  block  15,  stood  with 
lofty  wood  spires  the  Kaumakapili,  a 
native  church  containing  the  finest  pipe 
organ,  the  finest  cathedal  window  and  the 
only  chimes  of  bells  in  the  city.  Into  the 
bell  tower  and  on  to  the  spires  of  this 
church  the  rising  wind  carried  the  first 
shower  of  burning  brands.  The  depart- 
ment had  located  an  engine  at  that  point, 
but  the  first  onslaught  of  the  dj'iven 
flames  carried  everthing  before  them, 
and  the  tinder-like  edifice  became  a  fur- 
nace in  so  short  a  time  that  the  men  were 
obliged  to  abandon  the  fire  engine  and  flee 
to  save  their  lives.  A  Chinese  joss  house, 
across  the  way,  had  meantime  gone  down 
to  destruction  with  the  favorite  church  of 
the  natives.  At  this  point  the  authorities 
became  aware  that  the  fire  was  beyond 
the  control  of  the  department  with  its 
equipment  of  apparatus.  The  blowing  up 
of  buildings  ahead  of  the  course  of  the 
flames  was  now  resorted  to,  but  the  trade 
wind  carried  burning  brands  over  the 
streets  and  beyond  the  open  spaces,  mak- 
ing the  effort  futile.  A  bucket  brigade 
was  then  organized,  which  worked  with  a 
systematic  thoroughness  of  detail  that  is 
acquired  only  by  frequent  drills. 

These  bucket  wielders  were  directed  to 
confine  their  efforts  to  keeping  roofs  and 
walls  wet  and  to  the  following  and  extin- 
guishing of  every  bui-ning  bi-and  that  was 
seen  to  alight  on  dangerous  ground. 
After  the   fire  made  its  breakaway  from 
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the  limits  originallj'  set  for  it,  the  fire  de- 
partment's work  was  mainly  directed  to 
deflecting  the  course  of  the  fire  towards 
the  water  front  and  away  from  tlie  busi- 
ness center  of  the  town.  The  light  dam- 
age sustained  in  territory  outside  of  the 
thirteen  blocks  of  the  infected  district 
shows  how  well  this  part  of  the  work  was 
performed. 

The  quarantine  regulations  that  had 
been  established  over  the  Asiatic  quarter, 
was  strictly  maintained  during  the  pro- 
gress of  the  fire  by  the  admirable  disci- 
pline of  the  guards,  reservists,  and  mem- 
bers of  the  police  force,  all  of  which  had 
been  called  into  service  by  the  gravity  of 
the  situation.  Taking  it  all  in  all,  the 
Honolulu  authorities  are  to  be  congratu- 
lated on  their  escape  fi-om  what  might 
have  been.  They  at  least  have  checked 
the  spread  of  the  bubonic  plague  in  re- 
moving by  means  of  the  greatest  of  all 
purifiersthe  infected  and  plague-harboring 
spots. 

The  question  of  insurance  liability  may 
have  to  be  settled  by  the  courts.  Several 
foreign  companies,  and  one  American 
company,  issued  old  forms  of  policies 
which  seem  to  leave  some  doubt  as  to  ex- 
emption from  liability. 


Annual  Meeting   of    the   Pire    Underwriters* 
Association  of  the  Pacific. 

Next  week,  February  20  and  21,  the 
field  men  and  ex-field  men,  now  man- 
agers, comprising  the  famous  Fire  Under- 
writers' Association  of  the  Pacific,  have 
an  annual  meeting,  in  assembly  room  and 
banquet  hall.  Of  course  this  annual 
gathering  will  be  a  swell  affair. 

President  Niles  has  an  interesting  pro- 
gram, and  Dinner  Committeemen  Spen- 
cer and  Grant  have  ordered  a  banquet  fit 
for  kings  and  queens.  Many  specials  will 
be  in  attendance,  and  altogether  a  lovely 
lively  time  will  be  enjoyed  by  these  jolly 
good  fellows. 


partment,  lacks  no  detail  of  thoroughness. 
Every  item  is  stated  clearly:  the  classifica- 
tions are  satisfactory.  Finally,  at  the 
bottom,  is  an  interesting  comparison  of 
'91  figures  with  those  for  '99.  Some  of 
the  gains  in  eight  years  are  so  large  as  to 
be  incredible  if  not  thus  authoritatively 
pi-esented. 

Valuable  New  Book. 
A.  F.  Dean,  of  Chicago,  manager  for  the 
Springlield,  has  placed  fire  insurance  under 
obligations  for  a  valuable  and  interesting 
book,  entitled,  "The  Rationale  of  Fire  Rates." 
We  receive  it  too  late  for  an  extended  notice 
this  month.  The  book  is  cloth-bound,  and  is 
published  by  J.  M.  Murphy,  928  N.  Y.  Life 
Building,  Chicago. 


A  Model  for  Thoroughness. 

The  fifty-fifth  annual  statement  of  the 
New  York  Life  Insurance  Company, 
printed  in  this  number,  in  our  Chip  de- 


Chips. 
— The    Cologne    Reinsurance    Company    will 
enter  the  United  States. 

— The  Northwestern  National  has  started  a 
rate-war  in  a  Wisconsin  town. 

— The  Federal  Life  Ins.  Co.  of  Chicago,  with 
a  capital  of  $500,000,  has  been  organized. 

—The  National  Life  of  Washington,  D.  C, 
has  passed  into  the  control  of  the  Iowa  Life 
people.  The  new  president  is  C.  E.  Mabie. 
All  the  new  officials  are  the  same  as  those  of 
the  Northwestern  Life  Assurance  Co.,  which 
recently  took  over  the  Connecticut  Mutual  of 
Galesburg. 

—  We  are  indebted  to  Manager  Shields  of  the 
Equitable  Life  for  a  copy  of  the  "Equitable's 
Atlas  of  Two  Wars."  Very  timely.  Very 
suggestive,  too,  in  view  of  the  expansion  dis- 
cussion, is  the  expansion  or  "territorial 
growth"  map  of  the  United  States.  Fortun- 
ately, the  anti-expansionists  were  in  the  mi- 
nority when  the  six  great  expansions  took 
place.  The  two  wars  "atlased"  are  the 
Spanish-American  and  the  Transvaal. 
— Tucson  Lumbek  Co.  Fire.— We  learn,  on 
good  authority,  that  the  newspaper  account  of 
the  burning  of  the  Tucson  Lumber  Go's  yards 
was  incorrect.  It  was  based  on  a  mere  rumor. 
A  number  of  railway  employes  have  been  in 
the  habit  of  "short-cutting"  through  the 
yards,  and  it  is  believed  that  a  careless 
smoker  started  the  fire.  The  first  report  of 
an  incendiary  who  set  fire  to  the  lumber  in 
five  places  was  highly  sensational,  but  it 
lacked  every  element  of  fact,  as  we  are  as- 
sured by  the  adjusters  of  the  loss. 
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— GEXERiL  Agext  Kilgarit  i«  ill  from  a 
slight  attack  of  pneumonia.  He  will  probably 
be  confined  to  the  house  for  another  week. 

— W.  H.  DrsPHT  &  Sox  is  now  the  name  of 
the  firm.  Charles  Dunphy  the  son  having  been 
admitted  to  partnership  in  the  management 
of  the  Pacific  Coast  department  of  the  Home 
Life  Ins.  Co. 

— FoBEiGXEH*  Admitted. — The  Chicago  infor- 
mation bureau  has  extended  its  membership 
to  foreign  companies  which  will  hereafter  re- 
ceive the  benefit  of  the  joint  inspection.  The 
Milwaukee  Mechanics  has  been  admitted. 

— Maxager  Robert  Dicksox,  of  the  Royal 
Exchange,  formerly  of  San  Francisco,  is  a 
member  of  the  National  committee,  appointed 
by  President  Irvin  of  the  National  Board  to 
consider  the  present  situation  in  fire  under- 
writing. 

— Colorado's  Jaxcart  Losses. — The  compan- 
ies doing  business  in  Colorado  sustained  loss- 
es estimated  at  fully  ^300,000  in  the  first 
month  of  the  new  year.  Last  year's  oper- 
ations in  the  state  will  probably  show  a  heavy 
balance  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  companies' 
ledgers. 

— Appoixted  Gexekal  Agext. — Manager  H. 
G.  Colton  of  Portland  has  appointed  Henry  T. 
Booth  general  agent  for  the  Massachusetts 
Mutual,  with  headquarters  in  Baker  City, 
Oregon.  Mr.  Booth  has  been  connected  with 
the  Oregon  department  of  the  company  for 
more  than  four  years,  and  his  promotion  to 
the  position  of  general  agent  is  a  recognition 
of  faithful  serv  ces. 

— This  tear  the  Pacific  department  of  the 
Palatine  Insurance  Company  remembers  its 
friends  with  two  remarkably  fine  holiday 
greetings.  Our  thanks  are  due  Manager 
Charles  A.  Laton  for  one  of  each.  The  four- 
bladed  knife  has  a  sterling-silver  handle, 
made  by  a  local  house.  On  one  side  of  the 
handle  in  raised  letters,  are  the  words.  "'Our 
Best  Wishes.  "  On  the  other  side,  the  name 
of  the  company  and  "San  Francisco."  This 
valuable  silver  keepsake  is  enclosed  in  a 
clasped  leather  pouch,  for  the  pocket.  The 
Palatine  calendar  for  1900  is  a  bound  book  of 
calendar  leaves  for  recording  purposes.  Each 
page  is  a  week,  and  each  day  has  three  lines 
for  writing.  The  months  have  side  indexes. 
There  is  also  a  counting-house  calendar,  with 
the  year's  days  in  red.  On  the  inside  book 
cover  is  a  table  of  postage  rates  and  regula- 
tions. It  is  a  very  convenient  little  day-book, 
bound  in  cloth,  with  good  paper. 


— The  Pexxstlvaxia  Fire  has  sent  to  its 
agents  '"A  Message  fo  Garcia." 

—  Mctcal  Lite. — Assets.  ?301.S44.S37 ;  in  force, 
?1.0ol, 000.000;  contingent  guarantee  fund. 
-?47.952,54S. 

— M.  BLorArER  &  Co.  suceed  Charles  A, 
Burckhardt  &  Co.  at  Portland,  as  agents  of 
the  Aachen  &  Munich. 

— The  Sun  Ins.  Co.  of  San  Francisco,  which 
went  out  of  business  several  years  ago,  has 
closed  up  its  affairs  and  filed  a  petition  for 
disincorporation. 

— Tex  Years'  Califorxia  Life  Figures. — 
Elsewhere  we  print  a  table  giving  ten  years' 
California  business  of  the  life  companies.  The 
figures  of  resources  and  insurance,  at  the  side, 
are  the  latest  obtainable  as  we  go  to  press. 

— W.  S.  HoLLAXD.  agent  for  the  Equity  Fire, 
was  recently  fined  ^25  in  the  police  court  of 
Vancouver.  B.  C,  for  transacting  business 
without  a  license.  The  magistrate  ruled  that 
the  defendant  should  prove  the  possession  of 
a  license.     An  appeal  will  be  taken. 

— Gexeral  Agext  Shermax,  of  the  Penn. 
Mutual  Life,  has  left  his  post  at  Portland, 
Or.,  for  a  long  and  well  earned  vacation 
abroad.  Agent  Sherman  is  the  proud  pos- 
sesser  of  a  twenty-year  endowment  policy  in 
his  company,  which  matured  on  January  27. 
and  has  planned  to  use  the  proceeds  thereof 
in  foreign  travel,  and  of  course,  incidentally, 
taking  in  the  Paris  Exx)Osition. 

— The  Guardian,  of  England,  has  brought  suit 
against  the  estate  of  Chas.  E.  Welch, 
Modesto.  Cal.,  to  recover  11.000.  paid  on  loss 
on  a  combined  harvester  in  IsSS.  Welch  en- 
tered into  an  agreement,  in  consideration  of 
payment  in  full,  to  pay  to  plaintiff  ten-eigh- 
teenths of  any  sum  he  might  recover  from  a 
suit  against  the  makers  of  the  machine  for  a 
breach  of  warranty.  Welch  won  the  suit  and 
obtained  full  judgment  against  the  makers  of 
the  harvester.  The  administrator  compro- 
mised the  judgment  for  11.593.63  and  has  re- 
ceived the  money.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  shortly  after  the  judgment  was  compro- 
mised, the  supreme  court  rendered  a  decision 
confirming  the  decision  of  the  lower  court, 
holding  the  stockholders  of  the  manufacturing 
concern  liable  for  its  full  face,  with  interest, 
the  concern  having  failed  in  the  meantime. 
This  decision  was  based  on  the  California  law 
making  the  stockholders  liable  for  all  debts  of 
a  corporation. 
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—Salt  Lake  has  been  quarantined  for  small- 
pox. 

— W.M   Sexton,  general  adjuster  for  the  Fire- 
man's Fund,  has  gone  to  Honolulu. 

—Lee  MrKEXZiE,  of  the   Washington  Insur- 
ance Ass"n,  visited  San  Francisco  last  week. 


— HoLMSTEK,  Cal. — Chas.  Brown  has  sold  his 
agency  to  J.  C.  Baldwin. 

— RoBT.  H.  BiunvN,  Los  Angeles  agent  for  the 
Union  Mutual  Life,  has  sued  Madison  W. 
Stewart  for  $1,182,  premium  due. 


-Non-union  companies  and  mutual  companies 
have  clasped  hands  in  Ohio  and  oi-ganized  an 
association. 

— Pkesident  BuiELOW  of  the  St.  Paul  will 
soon  visit  San  Francisco  and  other  points  on 
the  Coast. 

—State  Agent  H.  McD.  Spencer  has  ap- 
pointed Wallace  Bros,  of  Los  Angeles  agents 
for  the  Phenix  of  Brooklyn^ 

—General  Meeting.— The  California  fire  mu- 
tuals  are  taking  steps  for  a  general  meeting. 
They  will  some  day  get  plenty  of  free  adver- 
tising without  such  assembly. 

-Manager  Laton  of  the  Palatine  has  ap- 
pointed Charles  T.  Parker  assistantmanager. 
This  appointment  is  mentioned  elsewhere,  at 
length,  in  the  February  Coast  Review. 

— The  Electric  Improvement  Co.,  San  Jose, 
lost  its  power-house  by  fire,  Jan.  "27.  The 
manager  says  the  fire  was  caused  by  "an  ex- 
plosion of  some  kind"  on  the  switch-board. 

— San  Francisco.— The  court  of  appeals  has 
affirmed  the  judgment  of  the  circuit  court 
awarding  Frank  E.  Dingley,  as  administrator, 
judgment  against  the  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co. 
for  >;2o,000  on  life  policies. 

— General  Agent  Kilgarif's  house,  in  Sausa- 
lito,  had  a  narrow  escape  fi'om  destruction  by 
fire,  last  week,  through  the  carelessness  of  a 
servant.  Active  work  extinguished  the  fire 
with  small  loss,   fully  covered  by  insurance. 

— The  Covenant  Mctial  Life  Insurance 
Company  of  St.  Louis  has  sold  out  to  the 
Metropolitan  Life  of  New  York.  Under  the 
terms  of  the  reinsurance  agreement  the  Met- 
ropolitan takesover  the  assets  of  the  Covenant 
Mutual.  The  reinsured  company  was  organ- 
ized in  1S53.  It  is  a  stock  company.  Vice- 
President  L.  A.  Cerf,  formerly  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, is  said  to  be  the  owner  of  a  good  block 
of  the  $100,000  capital  stock.  The  insurance 
in  force  on  Januarj'  1  is  said  to  be  -^9,000,000. 
Manager  Cerf  took  charge  of  the  company's 
affairs  four  years  ago,  and  has  increased  the 
business  largely. 


— Tiioi'GH  the  prosperous  National  of  Hartford 
bought  the  stock  of  the  Home  of  Memphis, 
the  local  company  will  be  maintained,  with 
the  same  officers. 

— Very  Near. — Manager  Belden  and  Man- 
ager Edwards,  "unbeknownst,"  ran  a  neck- 
and-neck  race  for  rank  4  in  Pacific  department 
premiums.  Manager  Belden  won  by  the 
small  margin  of  eighty  dollars. 

— A  MUTUAL  creamery  and  insurance  company 
and  co-operation  between  counties  to  insure 
county  buildings  have  been  approved  by  the 
State  Association  of  Township  Mutual  Insui-- 
ance  Companies,  which  met  in  St.  Paul  last 
month.     "It  is  the  cheese." 

—A  BILL  has  been  introduced  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts legislature  pi-oviding  that  the  re- 
serves of  life  insurance  companies  in  that 
state  shall  be  computed  on  a  3  per  cent,  inter- 
est basis,  and  that  the  American  Experience 
Table  of  Mortality  be  substituted  for  the 
actuaries'  table,  which  is  now  in  use.  This 
bill  has  the  approval  of  the  Massachusetts 
companies. 

-Death  of  Ex-President  Jones.— Wm.  P. 
Jones,  one  of  the  oi-ganizers  and  the  first  vice- 
president  of  the  Oakland  Home  Ins.  Co.,  died 
on  January  29,  aged  77,  at  his  home  in  Oak- 
land. Mr.  Jones  was  a  native  of  Wales. 
After  brief  service  as  vice-president  of  the 
Oakland  Home,  Mr.  Jones  became  president 
of  the  company  in  the  fall  of  1S,S2,  and  filled 
that  office  until  succeeded  by  V.  D.  Moody 
in  1S93. 

—Will  Move  to  510  California.— The  dem- 
olition of  the  present  quarters  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Fire  will  necessitate  an  early  re- 
moval of  the  offices.  Manager  Pope  has 
rented  the-offices  at  510  California  street.  In 
addition  to  the  large  office,  formerly  occupied 
b.v  Brown,  Craig  &  Co.,  the  smaller  office  fac- 
ing the  enti-ance  has  also  been  engaged.  The 
two  rooms  will  make  very  desii-able  offices  for 
the  Pacific  department  of  the  Pennsylvania 
and  the  Union  of  Philadelphia.  Assistant 
Manager  Osborn  informs  us  that  April  1  will 
find  the  Pacific  department  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania in  its  new  quarters. 
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— The  non-boakdeks  are  a  disturbing  element 
at  Santa  Cruz,  and  the  local  agents  may  apply 
a  drastic  i-emedy. 

— Manager  Beldex  of  the  Hartford  Fire  is 
visiting  Chicago,  and  will  not  return  for  ten 
days  or  so. 

—Will  White  Buhglaky.— The  Frankfort- 
American  has  amended  its  charter  and  will 
write  burglarj'  insurance. 

— The  Equitable  has  recently  contracted  with 
Bert  S.  La  Muerte,  formerly  connected  with 
the  Los  Augeles  agency  of  the  New  York 
Life,  who  has  taken  the  general  agency  for 
San  Diego,  Riverside  and  Orange  counties, 
for  the  Equitable  Life. 

— The  Red  Room  of  the  Bohemian  Club  never 
held  a  jollier  partj'  than  that  which  assembled 
on  the  otb  inst.,  at  the  invitation  of  General 
Agent  Clarence  M.  Smith  of  the  Northwest- 
ern Mutual  Life.  It  was  the  usual  annual 
banquet  tendered  to  the  agents  of  the  Cali- 
fornia general  agency,  and  was  in  every  re- 
spect the  most  successful  ever  held.  Although 
many  of  the  country  agents  and  those  from 
Los  Angeles  and  the  extreme  South  were  un- 
able to  be  present,  the  field  was  well  repre- 
sented. The  table  was  beautifully  decorated 
and  the  delicious  menu  was  served  in  the  style 
that  has  made  the  Bohemian  Club  famous. 
After  the  gastronomic  destruction  had  been 
completed,  the  "feast  of  reason  and  the  flow 
of  soul"  began  and  lasted  well  on  toward  mid- 
night. The  talk  was  principally  informal,  but 
very  helpful  and  instructive.  Mr.  Smith 
brought  to  the  banquet  board  a  large  amount 
of  general  information  regarding  the  business 
of  all  the  companies  for  the  year  just  passed, 
and  the  methods  and  policies  they  were  likely 
to  pursue  in  the  year  to  come.  These  facts, 
enunciated  in  Mr.  Smith's  original  and  force- 
ful way,  with  his  original  and  helpful  com- 
ments, made  whatever  he  said  of  great  value 
to  his  listeners.  His  announcement  that  the 
company  had  made  a  gain  of  $10,000,000  in  as- 
sets and  $30,000,000  in  insurance  in  force  dur- 
ing the  past  year  together  with  the  fact  that 
the  California  new  business  exceeded  all  pre- 
vious records,  excited  loud  applause  from  the 
men  who  had  contributed  to  these  gains. 
Those  present  were  General  Agent  Clarence 
M.  Smith,  C.  S.  Tourtellot,  Geo.  H.  Morrison, 
P.  H.  Evans,  G.  A.  Dazey,  A.  L.  West,  H.  L. 
Slosson,  Jr.,  J.  B.  Thomas,  F.  H.  Paddock,  F. 
W.  Jewett,  S.  F.  McAnear,  L.  H.  Nichols,  R. 
H.  Smith,  A.  W.  Oliver. 


— The  New  York  Life  made  the  largest  gain 
in  insurance  in  force  in  California  last  year. 

— D.  A.  Carmichael,  of  Seattle,  has  been  ap- 
pointed general  agent  for  the  Provident  Sav- 
ings Life. 

— Elisha  Risley,  superintendent  of  agencies 
of  the  Connecticut  Mutual  Life,  died  in  New 
York  city  last  month. 

— Dr.  Walter  R.  Gillette,  of  the  Mutual 
Life,  is  inspecting  Pacific  Western  agencies 
of  that  New  York  company. 

— Annex  Didn't  Pat. — The  Wisconsin  Fire 
has  been  reinsured  by  its  maker,  the  Con- 
cordia, after  two  years'  experience  as  an 
annex. 

— The  interstate  committee  of  the  House  in 
Washington  has  under  consideration  the  con- 
stitutionality of  national  insurance  regula- 
tion, as  proposed  by  a  bill  recently  introduced. 

— Vice-President  Faymonville  of  the  Fire- 
man's Fund  is  in  Chicago,  where  he  will  re- 
main sometime,  reorganizing  the  Central  de- 
partment. Manager  Chard  retired  on  Feb- 
ruary 1. 

— San  Francisco's  new  charter  provides  for 
the  employment  at  full  paj^  of  a  specified  num- 
ber of  men  in  the  fire  department.  This 
number  is  ItiO  less  than  heretofore.  These 
extra  men,  however,  were  kept  on  the  list  in 
January. 

— Portland's  big  fire  in  the  Standard  Oil 
Go's,  warehouse  on  the  23d  ult.,  according  to 
the  local  cashier  of  the  company,  was  of 
mysterious  origin.  The  local  manager,  Mr. 
Flanders,  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  was  the 
work  of  an  incendiary.  The  property  loss  was 
about  $100,000. 

— Me.ssrs.  Hart  &  Wooster  of  the  Penn  Mu- 
tual issue  a  special  chart  of  California  life 
business,  showing  the  following  gains  for  their 
company:  in  insurance  in  force,  $1,582,300;  in 
premium  income,  $52,638;  percentage  of  gain 
in  premium  income  to  new  premiums  written 
82.3;  new  premiums  added,  $63,889. 

— In  Washington  the  Yakima  Valley  farmers 
are  being  urged,  by  some  job-chaser,  to  organ- 
ize a  fire  mutual.  If  the  farmers  consult 
statistics  of  farm  insurance  they  will  let  the 
promoter  make  his  living  in  some  other  way 
not  at  their  expense.  For  instance,  farm  in- 
surance in  California  last  year  was  transacted 
at  a  loss. 
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— H.  L.  Lew,  a  well  known  citj'  solicitor,  died 
on  the  Sth  inst.,  after  a  long  illness. 

—The  final  dividend  of  the  Anglo-Nevada 
Assurance  Corporation  has  been  declared. 

— The  Erickson  claim  (Phillipsburg,  Mon.) 
against  the  New  York  Life  has  been  settled. 

— General  Agent  Walter  J.  Wilson  of  the 
Niagara  is  in  New  York,  visiting  the  home 
office. 

—Special  Harry  H.  Smith,  representing  the 
companies  in  the  Catton,  Bell  &  Co.  agency, 
is  in  southern  California. 

— Special  Agent  John  A.  Prinsen  of  the  Prus- 
sian National  is  looking  after  the  interests  of 
his  company  in  the  South. 

— Chas.  T.  Fertig,  special  agent  in  Illinois  for 
the  Aachen  &  Munich,  has  returned  to  Colo- 
rado, to  engage  in  the  local  agency  business 
in  Colorado  Springs. 

— Last  month.  Manager  Rolla  V.  Watt  gave 
a  banquet  to  the  employes  of  the  Pacific  de- 
partment of  the  Royal  and  Queen,  at  the  hotel 
on  top  of  Mt.  Tamalpais. 

— San  Jose  Electric  Loss  Settled. — Adjuster 
Neilson  informs  us  that  the  electric-power 
plant  loss  in  San  Jose  has  been  settled  for 
$28,497.     The  insurance  was  $47,000. 

— The  Utah  management  of  the  Equitable 
Life  is  now  under  anew  management.  Geo. 
M.  Nolan,  Jr.,  has  been  made  superintendent 
of  agencies,  and  the  Kutnewsky  Brothers,  re- 
cently from  South  Dakota,  have  been  made 
managers. 

—Among  the  officers  of  the  North  Central 
Improvement  Association  are  Dr.  George  A. 
Moore,  president  of  the  Pacific  Mutual,  and 
W.  A.  Thomas,  manager  of  the  Coast  depart- 
ment of  the  New  Zealand.  These  gentlemen 
are  respectively  first  and  second  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  impi'ovement  association.  The 
territory  is  all  of  San  Francisco  north  of  Mar- 
ket and  east  of  Kearny  street,  to  the  bay. 

— The  harvest-reapings  of  one  James  McHo- 
guen,  among  the  people  looking  for  cheap  life 
insurance  in  and  about  Fresno,  were  given 
publicity  in  the  October  numbe-r  of  the  Coast 
Review.  James  has,  with  the  assistance  of  a 
brother,  refunded  the  money  to  his  victims 
and  the  case  against  him  has  been  dismissed. 
In  court  James  answered  to  the  name  of  Mart 
A.  Ryan.'  He  was  working  for  the  Fidelity 
Mutual  Aid  of  San  Francisco, 


—The  Westchester's  Coast  Figures. — Secre- 
tary Brown  of  the  Western  department  favors 
us  with  his  Pacific  West  figures  for  the  West- 
chester, as  follows:  Risks  written,  $;S, 878,699; 
premiums,  $77,334;  losses  paid,  $26,437;  losses 
incurred,  $25,765.  The  losses  paid  ratio  was 
34.2;  the  losses  incurred  ratio  was  33.3%. 
Unfortunately,  these  figures  were  received 
too  late  for  our  final  table  of  Coast  business, 
in  the  form  of  a  supplement  herewith.  They 
will  appear  in  Coast  Review  Insurance  Chart, 
however. 


Liberal  Contract 


can  be  made 
with  established 


Old  Line  Life 


Insurance  Company 
for 


Local  or  Special 

Agency.  Address  "C," 


Care  of  Coast  Review. 


AGENTS    "WANTEiD. 


THE  REALTY  SYNDICATE. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,   CAL. 

Authorized  Capital,  $5,000,000.00 

Assets,  March  31,  1899,         -         *3, 712,892.69 
Capital  Paid  in,       -  .        1,909,500.00 

RECEIVES  SUMS  of  from  $100.00  to  $100,000.00 

Interest  6  per  cent  per  annum,  payable 

semi-annually. 

All  profits  in  excess  of  6  per  cent  shared  pro  rata 

between  capital  stockholders  and  investors. 

The  Syndicate   owns  340,000  frontage  feet  of 

choice  Oakland  city  and  suburban 

2>ro2)erty. 


The  most  important  factor  in  the  development  and 
marketing  of  suburban  property  is  the 

RAPID    TRANSIT    STREET    RAILROAD. 

The  Syndicate's  railway  interests  control  the   en 

tire  Oakland,  East  Oakland,  Berkeley  and 

Alameda  street  railway  system. 

OFFICES  : 
14  Sansome  Street,     San  Francisco. 

Experienced  Solicitors  will  find  it  to  their  interest   to 
investigate. 
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— Calcium  Carbide  will,  after  Api-il  1,  be 
sold  by  the  manufacturers  in  two  pound  cans 
only.  The  National  Board  of  Fire  Under- 
writers Is  mainly  responsible  for  bringing 
about  this  change  in  the  interest  of  safety. 

— Defaulter  Arrested. — Frank  S.  Kelly,  for- 
merly a  representative  of  the  Phoenix  of 
Brooklyn  at  Omaha,  Neb.,  was  arrested  in 
San  Francisco,  Sunday  night,  on  a  charge  of 
embezzlement.  It  is  said  that  when  his  defal- 
cation had  reached  $.5,000  Kelly  fled  to  Canada. 
Finally  he  turned  up  in  Manila  as  manager  of 
a  dance-hall.  Thence  he  came  to  San  Fran- 
cisco and  found  employment  as  a  bar-keeper, 
Two  months  ago  he  married  a  Miss  Hughes  of 


Oakland,  daughter  of  a  printer.  Kelly,  accom- 
panied by  his  wife,  has  been  taken  East, 
where  he  hopes  to  persuade  his  family  and 
friends  to  make  up  the  sum  embezzled. 

— Fire  and  Water  makes  the  good  suggestion 
that  small  tanks  of  oxygen  should  be  carried 
with  everj'  engine,  hook  and  ladder  wagon 
and.  hose  cart  in  a  department  where  it  re- 
sponds to  an  alarm,  for  the  resuscitation  of 
persons  asphyxiated  by  gas  or  smoke.  The 
administering  of  a  little  oxygen  to  firemen 
overcome  by  smoke  and  fumes  in  burning 
buildings  while  fighting  the  fire,  would  px'ob- 
ably  restore  many  a  brave  fellow  to  conscious- 
ness and  ward  off  danger. 


T-TOIVTR    T    TTh^P  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

JL  X  V^  1 V  JL  J_V      J-V  A  J-      1^  GEORGE  E.  IDE,  President 


FORTIETH 

ANNUAL 
STATEMENT 


No.    256    BROADWAY.    NEW    YORK 

January  1,  1900 


ASSETS 


Bonds  and  Mortgages $3,492,071  00 

Bonds  and  Stocks  (market  value)  .   .   .      4,572,798  95 

Real  Estate 1,736,0.33  74 

Collateral  Loans     22.400  00 

Loans  to  Policyholders 1.030,247  93 

Cash  in  Banks  and  Trust  Companies  .        206,714  73 
Interest  and  Rents  due  and  accrued    .  93,600  42 

Premiums  in  transit  and  Deferred 

Premiums,  less  cost  of  collection  .        194,992  35 

Total  admitted  Assets $11,348,859  12 


LIABILITIES 

Policy  Reserve  (per  certificate  of  New 
York  Insurance  Department    .  .   . 

Present  Value  of  all  Dividend-Endow- 
ment accumulations  (Deferred 
Dividends) 


All  other  Liabilities 
Net  Surplus 


3,412,413  00 


626,713  00 


106,454  70 
,203.278  42 


S1 1,348,859  12 


IITCOME  IS  1899 

Premiums $1,889,189  64 

Interest,  Rents  and  other  Receipts  .   .        482,940  95 


Total  Income $2,372,130  59 


DISBURSEMENTS  IN  1899 

Total  Payments $1,646,887  09 

I  Inoliiding  Death  Claim.s,  Ma-  | 

I     turi'd  Endowments  aud  An-  | 

-|      nuitlcs $761,592  68 

j  Dividends  to  Policyholders  .    164,714  37 
[Surrender  Values. 112,091  42 

Balance  —  Excess  Income  over  Dis- 
bursements             725,243  50 

Total  Disbursements  and  Balance    .   .    $2,372,130  59 


1.987 
$  3,684,316  00 


NUiMBER  OF  Policies  in  Force,  26.262.  being  an  increase  of 

Amount  of  Insurance  in  Force.  $49,258,697.00,  being  an  increase  of 

Premium  Income  increased  $41.12  for  every  $1,000  gain  in  Insurance  in  Force 

Received  from  Policyholders  since  organization  (I860) 32.887,028  95 

Returned  to  Policyholders  and  now  held  for  their  benefit 33.341,452  86 


RESULTS   OF  THE  YEAR   1899 


Increase  in 


PER  CENT. 

Total  Income 

.      7.23 

New  Premium  Income          .  . 

.      6  69 

Renewal  Premium  Income  .  . 

.      9.87 

Admitted  Assets  .... 

.      7.48 

Insurance  Reserve  

.      8.10 

PER  CENT. 

Increase  in  Insurance  in  Force 8  08 

"          ■'  Deferred  Dividend  Fund     ...  18.90 
'•         •'  Insurance   in  Force   to   Insur- 
ance Issued 37.80 

"   Surplus 4.36 


W.  H.  DUNPHY  &  50N 


Managers  Pacific  Department 


Parrott  Building,  San  Francisco 


^'^'§'=^'=^'^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^&^^& 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT 


AMERICAN  CENTRAL 

Insurance  Company  of  St.  Louis 

Established  1S53 

Assets,  -  -  $1,861,940  87 

Losses  Paid,  -  -  9,898,824  23 

territory: 
California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Montana,  Idaho,  Utah,  Nevada  and  Arizona 


ST.  PAUL 


F.  &  M.  Insurance  Company  of  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Established  1865 

Assets,  -  -  -  $  2,523,987  72 

Losses  Paid,  _  _  _  15,255,463  68 

territory: 
California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Montana,  Idaho,  Utah,  Nevada  and  Arizona 


Lloyds  Plate  Glass 

Insurance  Company  of   New  York 

Assets,  -  -  -  -         $  736,016  74 

Losses  Paid,  _  _  _  1,875,494  38 

s®° Insures  Plate  Glass  Against  Breakagre  Only 


CHAS.  CHRISTENSEN,  Manager 


B.  GOODWIN,   Ass't    Manager 


Sjiecial  Agents  : 

JAMES  C.  CUNNINGHAM,  Spokane,  Wash 
ERNEST  C.  JOHNSON,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


OFFICE:  22C  Sansome  St.,  S.  F.  f ^^-  ^n^/J^''''"')  ^'■""^^^''- 

'  ^  S.  B.  MOUSE,  Portland. 
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Oiled  Roads  IN  California.— County 
and  road  supervisors  in  southern  Cali- 
fornia (according-  to  an  exciiange)  are 
unanimous  in  the  belief  that  the  problem 
of  excellently  macadamized  roads  at 
small  cost  has  at  last  been  solved,  and 
that  solution  of  it  has  been  attained 
through  the  application  to  them  of  crude 
oil.  There  are  now  nearly  a  hundred 
miles  of  road  in  the  several  counties  of 
the  southern  part  of  the  state  which 
have  been  treated  in  this  manner,  and  so 
pronounced  in  every  instance  and  partic- 
ular has  been  the  success  of  the  trial  that 
there  is  no  doubt  that  nearly  a  thousand 
miles  will  be  put  under  contract  for  the 
treatment  during  the  coming  year.  It  has 
been  found  that  to  place  roads  in  con- 
dition through  the  use  of  oil  Is  cheaper 
than  maintaining  them  in  half  condition 
during  a  single  season  by  sprinkling  with 
water.  And  when  a  road  has  once  been 
put  into  condition  with  oil  it  requires  but 
slight  additional  expenditure  to  keep  it 
so.  It  has  been  found  that  where  the 
road  had  an  even,  hard  foundation, 
smooth  and  clear  of  ruts,  and  about  two 
inches  of  dust  on  the  surface,  upon  this 
road  the  oil  is  a  complete  success  and 
gives  a  surface  as  polished,  clean  and 
clear  as  asphalt  street.  Where  the  soil  is 
clayey  though  the  surface  is  rutty,  it  will 
maintain  the  hard  character'  of  the 
ground,  allay  all   dust   and  prevent   fur- 


ther decay  by  resisting  the  formation  of 
mud,  the  oily  and  impervious  ground 
holding  the  water  in  the  ruts  until  it 
di'ies  out  and  preserving  the  earth  be- 
neath from  becoming  saturated  with  it. 
On  a  road  of  deep,  blue  sand,  however, 
the  oil  appears  to  show  little  benefit. 
One  hundred  barrels  of  oil  per  mile 
spread  over  an  area  eighteen  feet  in 
width  will  put  a  road  in  condition  along 
the  extent  of  the  oiled  surface  and  give 
an  excellent  roadway,  adequate  for  ordi- 
nary traffic.  The  oil  is  put  on  in  three 
applications;  the  first  at  the  rate  of  sixty 
barrels  per  mile,  and  the  two  subsequent 
treatments  at  a  rate  of  twentj^  barrels  per 
mile  each. 

F.    G.    ARGALL, 

Adjuster    of   Fire    Losses, 
306  Pine  Street,   (room  2)  San  Francisco. 

TEL.  MAIN   5605. 


D.   A.    SPENCER,  Adjuster, 


2/3  Sansome  Street, 


SAN  FRANCISCO. 


PHOENIX  MUTUAL 


UnC      INSURANCE 
r  C     COMPANY 

Of  HARTFORD,  CONN. 


JONATHAN  B.  BUNCE,  Presl. 
J.  M.  HOLCOMBE,  Vice-Presi. 
CHAS.  H.  LAWRENCE,  Sec'y. 


H.    IT'.   MAGEE. 


J.    11'.   HICKS. 


HIGKS    &    MAGRR, 

Managers  Pacific   Department, 
Glaus  Spreokels  (Gall)   Builclino,   San  Franoisco. 

I^-Tluo    new   contracts    Just   Issued.        The    Easiest    on    the    Market   to    Sell. 
SMALL  RATES  1      BIG  ADVANTAGES!     Agents  should  not  fail  to  call  and  Investigate- 


The   Coast   ReVie)x> 


Our  Directory  of  Pacific  Coast 
Field  Men. 
Attached  Field  Men. 
Aachen  it-  Munic\. 
A  W  Thornton,  Seattle 
W  A  Bonynge,  Los  Angeles 
Wm  B  Sireeter,  Portland,  Orcgoii 
F  W  Hally,  San  Francisco 
Atlas  Assurance. 
E  R  Thompson,  San  Francisco 
W  W  Cleveland,  San  Francisco 
W  W  Alverson,  Portland 
C  E  Schllnghcyde,  Los  Angeles 
William  Manning,  Denver,  Col. 

uStjia. 
Ed  C  Morrison,  San  Francisco 
Louis  Mel,  San  Francisco 
W  L  Gazzam,  Seattle,  Wash. 

Baggs  ct  Stovel  Agency. 
C  W  Smith,  San  Francisco 

British  America  and  Western. 
W  L  W  Miller,  Denver,  Colorado 
H  J  Schaeflfer,  Seattle,  Wash. 
R  H  Maglll,  Oakland,  California 
W  B  Westlake,  Oakland,  Cal. 
E  L  Reed    Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
Ediv.  Brown  <&  tson,  Gen'l  Ag'ts. 
Wm  H  Hill,  San  Francisco 
Chas  Van  Valkenburg,  Los  Angeles 
H  H  Brown,  San  Francisco 
N  B  Whitley,  Seattle,  Washington 
W  H  Glhbons,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

Butler  &  Haldan  Agency. 
B  C  Dick,  San  Francisco 
B  B  Broomell,  Tacoma 

Continental. 
D  W  Graves,  San  Francisco 
W  A  Williams,  Portland,   Oregon 
F  H  Rhoads,  Denver,  Colorado 
F  P  Wilson,  Los  Angeles 

Commercial  Union  and  Alliance. 
W  R  Heath,  San  Francisco 
A  T  Von  Etlinger,  Portland,  Or 
W  A  Jackson,  Los  Angeles 
M  H  Merrill,  Salt  Lake  City 

Connecticut. 
Guy  Francis,  San  Francisco 
A  G  Davis,  San  Francisco 
L  P  Stephens.  Los  Angeles 
James  S  Reed,  Portland,  Oregon 
W  S  Ferris,  Salt  Lake 

Chas.  Christ ensen' s  Agency. 
James  C  Cunninghanj,  Spokane 
Ernest  C  Johnson,  Los  Angeles 
S  B  Morse,  Portland.  Oregon 
Geo  G  Potter,  San  Francisco 

L.  B.  Edwards,  Manager. 
R  De  Lappe.  San  Francisco 
Geo  A  Cru.\,  Portland,  Oregon 
Chas  A  Gilbert,  Los  Angeles 
E  E  Panabaker,  Sacramento 
J  O  Parrlsh,  Denver 

Fireman's  Fund. 
R  D  Hunter,  San  Francisco 
Wm  M  Klinger,  San  Francisco 
L  M  Seaton,  Los  Angeles 
F  H  McElhone,  Dallas,  Texas 
J  V  Spears,  Dallas,  Texas 
F  G  White,  Denver,  Colorado 
A  C  Thornton,  Portland,  Oregon 
R  P  Fabj,  Sherlock  Blk.,  Port.,  Or. 
G  H  Mendell,  Jr.,  Salt  Lake 

Fire  Association,  Philadelphia. 
T  C  Shankland,  San  Francisco 
F  M  Avery,  Denver,  Colorado 
F  J  Alex   Mayer,  Portland,   Oregon 
Dan  L  Weaver,  Spokane 
E  J  Louis,  Los  Angeles 

Oerman- American. 
W  F  Chipman,  San  Francisco 
Harry  Benner,  San  Francisco 
H  M  Grant,  Portland,  Oregon 
Chas  R  Thompson,  Seattle,  Wash. 

Hamburg-Bremen. 
Harry  C  Boyd,  San  Francisco 


Hartford. 
J  J  Agard,  San  Francisco 
John  M  Holmes,  San  Francisco 
J  J  Dennis,  Portland 
B  F  Grant,  Salt  Lake  City 
W  O  Morgan,  San  Francisco 

Home  Mutual. 
E  E  Eitel,  San  Francisco 
K  P  FaO.i,  Portland,  Oregon 
A  W  Whitmer,  Portland,  Oregon 
F  G  White,  Denver,  Colorado 
Chas  C  Echlin,  San  Francisco 
C  P  Lyndall,  Los  Angeles 

Home,  New  York. 
Harry  L  Roff,  San  Francisco 
A  G  Ridling,  San  Francisco 
Junius  Young,  Salt  Lake  City 
A  F  Gartner,  Butte,  Montana 
J  D  Coleman,  Portland,  Oregon 
John  H  Burgard   Portland,  Oregon 
G  C  Holloway.  Los  Angeles 
J  J  Sheahan,  San  Francisco 
Imperial  and  Lion. 
Amos  F.  Sewell,  San  Francisco 
T  T  Frith.  Denver 
AV  F  Zwick,  Seattle 
Toll  Thompson,  Portland,  Oregon 
Maj  W  H  Bonsall,  Los  Angeles 
Ins.  Co.  of  North  America. 
J  K  Hamilton,  San  Francisco 
C  0  Scott,  San  Francisco 
A  E  Bailey,  Seattle,  Washington 

Lancashire. 
Walter  M  Speyer.  San  Francisco 
D  W  Pierce,  Los  Angeles 
F  M  Branch,  Portland,  Oregon 

Liverpool  <&  London  <&  Globe. 
Edw  G  Sprowl,  Tacoma,  Wash. 
R  G  Brush,  San  Francisco 
John  W  Gunn,  Salem,  Oregon 
Fred  L  Haven,  San  Francisco 
Theo  Summerland,  Los  Angeles 

London  &,  Lancashire. 
W  B  Hopkins,  San  Francisco 
Burns  Macdonald,  San  Francisco 
Sam  B  Stoy,  Cham.  Com.,  Port.,  Or. 

London  and  Northern. 
Frank  L  Hunter,  San  Francisco 
F  C  H  Robins,  San  Francisco 

Magdeburg. 
Leslie  Bates,  San  Francisco 

G.   W.  McNear. 
M  H  Thomson,  Portland 
Arthur  M  Thomson,  San  Francisco 
C  A  Mead,  Los  Angeles 

Milwaukee  Mechanics. 
C  H  Ward,  San  Francisco 
Gilbert  E  Overton,  Los  Angeles 
National  and  Springfield. 
Leslie  H  Lord    San  Francisco 
J  N  Waters,  San  Francisco 
John  C  Dornin,  Tacoma.  Wash. 
P  E  Gerald    Portland.  Oregon 
Geo  C  Codding,  San  Francisco 

New  Zealand. 
H  E  Parkhurst,  San  Francisco 
A  R  D  Patterson,  Portland 
H  E  O'Brien,  Los  Angeles 

Niagara. 
Geo  H  Batchelder.  Denver,  Colo. 
Walter  J  Wilson,  San  Francisco 
W  H  Raymond,  Portland,  Oregon 

North  British  and  Mercantile. 
Edward  Niles,  San  Francisco 
W  S  Berdan,  Jr.,  San  Francisco 
Chas  B  Hill,  San  Francisco 
John  T  (Jritlith,  San  Francisco 
Francis  Cutting,  San  Francisco 

North  German. 
J  H  Ankele,  San  Francisco 

Norwich  Union. 
J  L  Fuller,  San  Francisco 
R  H  Delafleld,  San  Francisco 
F  C  Staniford,  San  Francisco 
A  W  Glesy,  Salem,  Oregon 


Palatine. 
Thomas  J  Duffy,  San  Francisco 
Henry  T  Fennel,  San  Francisco 
Edward  O  Hughes,  Los  Angeles 
F  J  H  .Manning,  Denver,  Colo. 
E  S  Parker,  Sonora,  Cal. 
Henry  C  Rodgers.  Portland,  Oregon 

Pennsylvania  Fire. 
Homer  A  Craig,  San  Francisco 
Chester  Deering,  San   Francisco 
Volney  Howard,  San  Francisco 
S  P  Mesick,  San  Francisco 
J  H  Clinkscaics,  Los  Angeles 

PhiladeljJhia  Underwriters 
T  C  Shankland,  San  Francisco 
F  M  Avery,  Denver,  Colorado 
F  J  Alex  Mayer,  Portland,   Oregon 
E  J  Louis,  Los  Angeles 
Dan  L  Weaver,  Spokane, Wash. 

Phmnix,  Hartford. 
R  Gallegos,  Jr,  San  Francisco 
J  W  Warner,  San  Francisco 
Chas  D  Morgan,  Los  Angeles 
Luclan  W  Knight,  Portland,  Or. 

Prussian  National. 
John  A  Prinsen,  San  Francisco 

Edward  E.  Potter,  Manager.  • 
Sam  B  Dewey,  Los  Angeles 
Charjes  A  Layng 

Royal  and  Queen. 
John  T  Fogarty,  San  Francisco 
Wm  Maris,  San  Francisco 
F  M  Gilcrest,  San  Francisco 
J  K  Urmston,  1ms  Angeles 
H  R  Burke,  Portland.   Oregon 
J  O  Thomas,  Portland,  Oregon 

Royal  Exchange  Assurance. 
Chas  A  Stuart,  San  Francisco 
John  J  Clayton,  San  Francisco 
John  T  Beales,  San  Francisco 
R  M  Thompson,  Los  Angeles 
H  C  Ramsay,  Denver 
John  Andrew,  Portland 

Scottish  Union  &  National. 
T  J  A  Tiedemann.  Portland,  Or. 
Fred  R  Stover,  San  Francisco 
Harry  L  Luke.  Salt  Lake  &  Denver 
John  E  Cosgrove,  San  Francisco 

Sun  Insurance  Office. 
Thos  H  Williams,  Portland 

Syz  cfc  Co. 
H  C  KIrkpatrick,  San  Francisco 

Thuringia. 
R  B  Friend,  San  Francisco 
C  B  Sloan,  Los  Angeles 
L  F  Lamping,   Seattle,  Washington 

Transatlantic. 
Tom  R  Roberts,  Seattle 
H  W  Fores,  San  Francisco 
Union  Assurance. 
Harry  H  Smith,  San  Francisco 
Edwin  B  De  Golla,  San  Francisco 
Paul  C  Bates,  Portland 
Westchester. 
H  C  Keller,  San  Francisco 

Unattached  Field  Men. 

A  A  Andre,  San  Francisco 

F  G  Argall,  San  Francisco 

D  M  Bokee,  San  Francisco 

William  L  Chalmers,  Portland,  Or. 

W  H  Faust,  Los  Angeles 

E  P  Farnsworth,  San  Francisco 

H  R  Hanna,  Los  Angeles 

J  G  Lavery,  San  Francisco 

R  Lockey,  Helena,  Mont. 

D  W  Mcintosh,  Los  Angeles 

Calvert  Meade,  San  Francisco 

R  H  Naunton,  San  Francisco 

B  D  Smalley,  Seattle,  Washington 

D  A  Spencer,  San  Francisco 

Adolph  Wenzelburger    San  Fran'co 

H  M  Grant,  Portland.  Oregon 

Charles  L  J  Bliss,  Seattle,  Wash 


COAST  REVIEIV  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^S^^^^^ 


CONNECTICUT 
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if 


Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Hartford 

ESTABLISHED  1850 


Cash  Capital, 

Total  Assets, 

Surplus  to  Policyholders, 


^1,000,000  00 
3,869,451  75 
2,068,839  7i 


BENJAMIN  J.  SMITH,  Manager 

411   California  Street,  San  Francisco 


"Royal  Exchange  Assurance 


^  Of  Loncion,    Elngland. 


-ESTABLISHED    BY    ROYAL    CHARTER    1720- 


Cash  Capital,     :     : 
Surplus  to  Policyholders, 
Total  Assets,     : 


$  3,346,099  45 

9,612,455  96 
24,034,110  35 


»^"  LOSSES  PAID,  OVER  $  J  85,000,000.00  "^a 


Head  Office  United  States,  100  William  St.,   New  York, 

ROBERT  DICKSON,  General  Manager. 


Pacific  Coast  Department,  501    Montgomery  St.,  San   Francisco, 

FRANK  W.  DICKSON  ) 

EDWARD  HALL  [  ^''""^^'"  Managers 


The   Coast   ReV'ievO 


Trolley  lines  now  run  almost  all  the 
way  between  New  York  and  Boston.  A 
throug-h  line  is  projected  between  New 
York  and  Philadelphia. 

Where  defendant  embezzled  plaintiff's 
funds,  and  executed  a  note  in  settlement, 
the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  recover  thereon, 
to  the  amount  embezzled,  although  the 
note  was  executed  under  duress. 

A  SOMEWHAT  notorious  character, 
Freeman  Somers,  supreme  president  of 
the  defunct  Iron  Hall  seven-year  endow- 
ment scheme,  died  a  iew  days  ag-o,  at  his 
home  in  Baltimore.  The  Iron  Hall  asso- 
ciation left  a  larg-e  amount  of  unpaid 
claims. 

Where  the  payee  of  a  note  makes  it 
payable  at  a  bank,  contrary  to  an  agree- 
ment that  it  should  not  be,  by  filling  in 
the  name  of  a  bank  in  a  blank  space  left 
therein  by  the  maker  when  he  executed 
the  note,  such  change  constitutes  a  mate- 
rial alteration,  which  would  invalidate  it 
in  the  hands  of  the  payee. 

Is  THIS  A  "Fairy  Tale?" — You  have 
heard  the  phrase  "by  hook  or  crook." 
It  is  said  that  the  following  is  the  curious 
origin  of  this.  In  166(i  A.  D.  occured  the 
great  fire  in  London.  This  fire  raged  un- 
til over  thirteen  thousand  houses  had  been 
destroyed.  After  it  was  over  and  the 
people  had  crept  back  to  their  ruined 
homes  it  was  found  that  many  landmarks 
had  been  destroyed,  and  great  was  the 
confusion.  It  was  soon  seen  that  the  only 
way  in  which  matters  could  be  straight- 
ened out  was  by  enlisting  the  services  of 
some  persons  who  had  known  London  per- 
fectly before  the  fire.  Tljere  were  two 
men,  the  story  runs,  who  were  perfectly 
intimate  with  the  old  city,  a  Mr.  Hook 
and  a  Mr.  Crook,  and  whenever  any  one 
was  in  trouble  over  property  and  it  was 
necessary  to  decide  where  a  certain  house 
had  been  before  the  fire,  people  would  say, 
"Send  for  Hook  or  Crook."  Afterward, 
when  Mr.  Hook  and  Mr.  Crook  died, 
people  still  continued  to  get  into  trouble, 
and  the  old  saying,  "Send  for  Hook  or 
Crook,"  was  changed  into  the  saying, 
"He'll  get  out  of  it  by  hook  or  crook. 


^^V^^V 


1829     CHARTER  perpetual.     IQQO 

Frdnl(lin 

pire  Ipsuraoe^ 
Compan\J 


OF  PHILADELPHIA. 


Capital       -      -      -     $    400,000.00 

Insurance    Reserve        1,577,056.17 

Unpaid  Losses,  Div- )  -r-  /-m  ic\ 

idends,  etc.,  J 


Net  Surplus 


1,104,232.79 


Tota)  Assets  Jan.  L  I  $3  j 06.892. 15 
I  goo      ---]•*'' 


officers: 


JAS.  W.  MCALLISTER. 

President. 
EZRA  T.  CRESSON, 

Secretary. 


GEORGE  F.  REGER, 

Vice-President. 
SAMUEL  K.  REGER, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


DIRECTORS: 


James  W.  McAllister, 
George  A.  Heyl, 
Geo.  Fales  Baker,  M.  D. 
Charles  M.  Swain, 
Charles  W.  Potts, 


John  Sailer, 
George  F.  Reger, 
Joseph  Moore,  Jr. 
Harry  A.  Berwind 
Samuel  Y.  Heebner. 


AGENCY   DEPARTMENT: 


RoBEr.T  H.  Wass,  Manager. 
John  M.  Dred«kr.  Secretary. 


PACIFIC  COAST  DEPARTMENTS 

ED.  E.  POTTER, 

General  Manager, 

322  Montgomery  Street, 
San  Francisco. 
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COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


■      B  I     I    r^      H       \|    Iipsurance  Gonppang 

V_  #    V-J     mLJ  JL— /"  i.    ^  Of  America,  N.  Y. 


Assets, 
Surplus, 

J.  A.  MACDONALD,  President, 


$4,668,341.00 
2,323,975.00 

GEO.  W.  BURCHELL,  Secretary. 


ROLLA  V.  WATTj  Pacific  Coast  Manager 

JOHN   T.   FOGARTY,  Superintendent  of  Agencies. 
ROYAL  INSURANCE  BUILDING  corner  Pine  and  Sansome  Streets,  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

SPECIAL  AGENTS  and  ADJUSTERS  ROYAL  and  QUEEN  INSURANCE  COMPANIES. 
FRANK  M.  GILCREST,  Central  California.  H.  R,  BURKE,  Washington  and  Montana. 

WILLIAM  MARIS,  Northern  California,  Nevada  and  Utah.     J.  0.  THOMAS,  Oregon  and  Idaho. 
J.  K.  URMSTON,  Sonthern  California,  Arizona  and  New  Mexico. 


ASSETS, 

SURPLUS,    (Net) 
LOSSES    PAID,   OVER 


$   53,281,824  89 

15,196,543  33 
117,000,000  00 


Transacts  Largest   FIRE    Insurance   Busi- 
ness of  any  Company  in  the  World. 


CHARLES  ALCOCK,   MANAGER, 


F.  J.   KINGSLEY,  SUB-MANAGER, 


LiVERPOOL,    ENGLAND. 


Royal 

INSURANCE 

Company. 


DEPARTMENT  OFFICES: 

Boston,   New  York,    Philadelphia,   Chicago,   Louisville, 

San  Francisco. 

1^^  Agencies  in  all  principal  Cities  and  Towns. 


ROLLA    V.   WATTj    Pacific  Coast    Manager, 

JOHN  T.    FOGARTY,  Superintendent  of  Agencies. 
ROYAL  INSURANCE  BUILDING  corner  Pine  and  Sansome  Streets,  SAN  FRANC/SCO. 


COAST  RE  VIE  IV  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


1792 


1899 


INSURANCE  CO.  OF  NORTH  AMERICA 


FOUNDED 


CASH  CAPITAL 


$3,000,000.00 


POLICYHOLDERS'    SURPLUS 

$5,526,555.98 


ASSETS  JANUARY  1,  1899 

$10,206,488.90 


NET  SURPLUS 


$2,526,555.98 


*^'^P/TAL.  $3,000.  0° 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

OLDEST    STOCK    FIRE    INSURANCE    COMPANY    IN    THE     UNITED    STATES. 


Losses  Paid  Since  Org-aiiization,  $95,880,780.00 


Pacific     DeDartment:       CaU/omia,     Oregon,     Washington,    Montana,     Nevada,     Idaho, 
^  '  An'tzona,    Utah,  British   Columbia  and  Hawaii. 

Office  412  California  St.,  San  Francisco 

JAMES     D.     BAILEYj    General  Agent. 


J.  K.  HAMILTON.  \ 
C.  0.  SCOTT,  „      ...        , 

M.  H.  MERRILL,    ('  SP^cial  Agents. 
A.  E.  BAILEY,        ) 


The  Fidelity  and  Casualty  Company 


OK     NEW     YORK 

ASSETS,  December  31,  1S09 $3,(i01,lfi(i  49 

Surplus  to  Policyholders l,00(i,ifS3  iil 


Insurance: 


FIDELITY.— Bonds  of  suretyship  for  persons  in  positions  of  trust. 
CASUALTY.— Accident,    Plate    Glass,    Steam   Boiler,    Employers'    and    Elevator 
Liability,   and  Burglary. 


officers: 


George  F.  SewaSd,  President;  Robert  J.  Hillas,  Treas.  and  Sec'y;  Henry  Crossley,  Asst.  Sec'y 


S.  C.  FARDEE,  Manager  and  Attorney 


PACIFIC  COAST  XtEPAKTMENT 

Mutual    L.ife    Building 
San    Francisco,    California 


There  is  now  building  for  the  Pacific 
Mail  Company's  China  trade  two  steam- 
ships to  be  of  12,000  tons  register.  These 
two  floating  palaces  will  cost  about  $2,000, - 
000  each,  and  will  be  the  largest  so  far 
built  at  an  American  yard,  their  dimen- 
sions being  greater  than  those  of  the 
American  liners  St.  Paul  and  St.  Louis. 
The  Oceanic  Steamship  Company  have  in 
process  of  construction  three  new  ships 
that  will  register  6,000  tons  each.  These 
will  ply  between  San  Francisco  and  Aus- 


tralia, stopping  at  Honolulu,  Samoa  and 
New  Zealand.  Including  the  ships  build- 
ing for  the  Honolulu  and  San  Francisco 
direct  line,  there  are  altogether  sixteen 
modern  steamers  of  large  tonnage  now  in 
process  of  construction  for  the  Pacific 
Ocean  traffic. 

Acting  Chief  Squier,  of  the  signal 
service,  reports  there  was  no  longer  any 
doubt  as  to  the  practicability  of  the  Pacific 
cable  from  a  technical  and  engineering 
point  of  view. 


^^^^'^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^S^S^^S^S^ 

ESTABLISHED     1809. 

North  British  &  Mercantile 

INSURANCE    COMPANY 

OF    LONDON     AND     EDINBURGH. 

COMBINED    ASSETS,        ....        ^70,^25,67^   00 

Authorized    Capital $15,000,000  OO 

Net  Fire  Assets 19,169,812  OO 

Invested  in  America  for  benefit  of  United 

States  Policyliolders 4-, 380,505  OO 

Yearly    Income    (Fire  only)    over 7,500,000  OO 

Pacific   Department,    212    Pine   Street,  :  :  :  San   Francisco 

TOM    C.    GRANT. 

General  Agent. 


Voss,  Conrad  &  Co., 

GENERAL   AGENTS, 

NEW  YORK,  CHICAGO.  SAN  FRANCISCO, 

43  Cedar  Street,  155  La  Salle  Street.  204-208  Sansome  Street, 


THURINQIA   . 

Insurance  Company 

of  Germany. 

FRANKFORT        „^^,„^  ^^^,,^„^  ^„,  ,,^^^  ,,^^^ 

Insurance  Co. 

of  Germany. 

THURINQIA  AMERICAN  ,.     , 

Fire  Insurance  Co. 

of  New  York.  . 

FRANKFORT  AMERICAN  , 

Insurance  Co. 

of  New  York. 

Fire,  Marine,    Individual  Accident,  Plate  Glass,  Steam  Boiler,  Employer's 
Liability,  and  Elevator  Insurance. 

(22) 


J^^^^^^  COAST  RKl'lKW  APrEKTlSLVC  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 

Established  1853.  THE  Capital,  $2,250,000.00 


.esiuirainice 

Assets,  ^II,^Oi^,l87.8l.  ^^  Erfurt,  Germany. 

Cash  and  Capital  Reserve,  $1,8^2,2^0,^7. 

Deposited  in  the  United  States  for  tiie  benefit  of  American 
Policy  fielders,  $250,000  in  U.  S.  Bonds. 

ag 

F.  Q.  VOSS,  United  States  Manager,  New  York. 

VOSS,    CONRAD    &    CO.,    Managers 

PACIFIC   DEPARTMENT 

204=208  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


^     - 


F>RANKF>ORT 


Marine,  Accident,  and  Plate  Glass   Insurance  Company 

Of  Frankfort  on  the  Main,  Germany. 
Established  1865. 

CAPITAU        -        -        SI325O3OOO.OO 

Statement,  Jan.  I,  1898. 
ASSETS. 

Bonds,  Mortgages,  and  Real  Estate $1,138,034  43 

Cash  on  haud  and  in  banks, 195,218  19 

Premiums  in  course  of  collection, 320,0()8  87 

Guaranteed  Capital, 937,500  00 

LIABILITIES.  $2,590,821  49 

Reserve  for  Outstanding  Claims  and  Reinsurance, $."07,741  49 

Capital  Paid  Up, • 312,500  GO 

All  other  Liabilities, 418,888  43 

Cash  and  Capital  Surplus, 1,351,691   57 

$2,590,821   49 

UNITED  STATES  BRANCH. 

'Gross  Assets, $489,997  96 

Surplus,  including  deposits  in  Massachusetts  for  protection  of  American 

Policyholders,     .   .    ; 226,991  55 

The  "Whole  Resources  of  the  Company  are  Pledged  on  every  Policy  Contract. 

VOSS,  CONRAD  &  Co.,  flanagers, 

204=208  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 

(23) 


^'<^-^^^'^-e3- 


PAGIF^IG     department:. 


Cash  Assets 

^8,167,443.80 

German 

Eoseramice 


Net  Surplus 

^3,922,009.38 


'%^ 


American 


OJf    JRTJEIF    VORJf 


German  Alliance  Insurance  Ass'n 


OK  NEW  yorb: 


Cash  Assets 

^8,280,714.00 


Net  Surplus 

^3,809,281.00 


Boston  Insurance  Company 

Capital  Assets  Net  Surplus 

^1,000,000.00  ^3,225,000.00  ^1,125,000.00 

GEORGE  H.  TYSON,  General  Agent 

435   CALIFORNIA  STREET,    SAN    FRANCISCO. 

MARINE  DEPT 

R.  J.  TYSON.    Manager 


The  Paris  and  Orleans  Railway  of 
Fr-ance  has  recently  placed  its  first  order 
for  locomotives  of  American  build.  The 
order  is  for  thirty  large  ten-wheeled  pass- 
enger engines,  which  in  design  and  man- 
ner of  construction  will  differ  but  little 
from  the  ten -wheelers  turned  out  by  the 
same  firm  for  use  in  this  country. 

The  monster  locomotive  built  for  the 
Erie  Railway  Company  weighing  262,000 
pounds,  of  which  mention  was  made  in 
the  December  number,  is  now  a  pygmy 
alongside  of  the  shop's  newest  turnout  for 
the  Illinois  Central.  The  weight  of  this 
latest  "phenom"  with  its  tender  is  385,- 
000  pounds,  and  they  calculate  its  traction 


at  2,000  gross  tons  on  a  forty  foot  grade. 
The  engine  is  a  twelve-wheeler,  and  its 
whale-like  boiler  is  nearly  eight  feet 
through  at  the  throat;  from  the  top  to  the 
rails  it  is  fifteen  feet  five  inches.  The  big 
fellow  was  built  to  pull  three  loaded 
freighters  of  thirty  cars  each. 

In  the  port  of  San  Francisco  dur- 
ing the  year  closed,  there  was  entered 
and  inspected  eleven  and  two-thirds  mil- 
lions of  pounds  of  tea.  This  surpasses  all 
prior  records  of  tea  imports  for  distribu- 
tion from  San  Francisco. 

Stocks  recovei-ed  somewhat  before 
January  1,  but  were  much  below  July  1. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 
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^^^^^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  SrS^S^StSiSi 

FIRE  MARINE 

COMMERCIAL   UNION 

ASSURANCE  COMPANY,  Limited. 

OF  LONDON,  England. 


Pacific  Coast  Branch,  Alliance  Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 


Subscribed  Capital,  -  -  ^12,500,000  [  Total  Liabilities,  incl.re-insur.  ^17,409,790 
Paid  up  Capital,  -  -  -  1,250,000  \  Cash  Surplus  to  Policyholders,  7,224,485 
Total  Cash  Assets,  Gold,  -  24,634,275  \  Total  Amount  of  Claims  paid,  95,536,726 
Assets  in  the  United  States  held  by  Trustees,         -       $3,808,155.83 

All  Losses   on  the   Pacific    Coast  Promptly  Paia  through  the  Branch  Office  at 
Alliance  Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

C.  F.  MULLINS,  Manager. 

E.  T.  NIEBLINQ,  Assistant  Manager. 

/^ILs/lL^ll/^i  N  ^^ICf       Company 

OF    LONDON.     ENGLAND 

.«^^_____  Established  1824 

Pacific  Coast  Branch,  Alliance  Building.  416-4I8  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 


Statement  of  1st  January,  1899.  i  United  States  Investments. 

Real  Estate  in    San  Francisco 


Subscribed  Capital $25,000,000.00  and  Portland $163,170.00 

\  United  States  Bonds  in  Oregon 

Cash  Capital  Paid  up     .    .    .      2,750,000.00   \         and  N.  Y 268.200.00 

N.  Y.  City  Bonds 329,250.00 

Invested  and  Cash  Assets    .    23,953,286.00       Deposited  in  Banks 45,052.00 

I    Miscellaneous  Assets 45.124.00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders  .    .      5,482,099.00   j  Total $850,796.00 

AH  Losses  on  the   Pacific   Coast  Promptly  Paid  through  the  Branch  Office  at 
Alliance  Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

C.  F.  MULLINS,  Manager. 

E.  T.  NIEBLINQ,  Assistant  Manager. 

C20) 


^^iS^i^iS  COAST  REVIEW  AD]-ERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^S^^S'^ 

STATEMENT   SHOWING    THE   STANDING    OF    THE 

MANCIiESTER 

Pire  Assurance  Company,  Of  Manchester. 

(  Organized  1824) 

Capital $10,000,000  00   I   Cash  Assets $4,837,345  00 

Capital,  paid  up 1,000,000  00   I   Surplus  to  Policyholders  ....    2,464,080  00 


STATEMENT  SHOWING    THE  STANDING    OF    THE 

CALEDONIAN 

Insurance  Company,  Of  Edinburgh. 

The  Oldest  Scottish  Fire  Office. 

(Organized   1805  ) 

Capital $5,000,000  00   I   Assets,  over      $10,000,000  00 

Capital,  paid  up 537,500  00   I  Surplus  to  PoUcyhoIders  ....       1,879,510  00 


STATEMENT   SHOWING    THE    STANDING    OF    THE 

T 


AMERICAN 


Insurance  Company,  Of  JSTewark,  K.  J. 

Capital,  Paid  up $600,000  00  |  Cash  Assets $3,009,951  52 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $2,416,872  46 


STATEMENT   SHOWING    THE    STANDING    OF    THE 


AMERICAN  FIRE 

Insurance  Company,   Of  New  York. 

Capital $400,000  00   |   Cash  Assets $l,245,r58  71 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $r68,J'28  39 


Pacific  Department,  323  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

L.  B.  EDWARDS,  Manager. 

THOS.  J.   CONROY,  Ass't  Manager. 
BALFOUR.  GUTHRIE  4,  CO.,  PACIFIC  COAST  DIRECTORS. 


R.  DeLAPPE,  S.  F.;   GEO.  A.  CRUX,  Portland;  CHAS.  R.  GILBERT,  Los  Arujele^;  J.  0.  PARRISH,  Denver 


iS^^^^^  COAST  KEJ'IFAV  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^Q:^ 


AAGHEN  &  MUNICH 


Fire  Insurance  Connpany 


Of  Aix  La  Chapelle,  Germany 

Estalilislied  1S25 

CAPITAL $2,250,000.00 

TOTAL  ASSETS       7,223,243.00 

SURPLUS  TO   POLICYHOLDERS 3»865,895.oo 

Pacific  Coast  Department 

423  California  Street,  -         -         San  Francisco 

CESAR  BERTHEAU,  Manager 


HANOVER  ^  ^  ^ 


pire  Insurance  Company 


OK    KKW    YORK 


ORGANIZED    1852' 


«• 


CASH  CAPITAL, 

Assets, 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,  over 


$1,000,000.00 

$3,076,292.00 
1,700,000,00 


«• 


CESAR  BERTHEAU,  Manager 


423  California  Street,  San  Francisco 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


New  England  Mutual*^ 


LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


Post  Office  Square 

BOSTON,    MASS. 

BENJ.  F.  Sri5VENS President.     S.  F.  TRULL, Secretary. 

ALFRED  D.  FOSTER Vice-President.    WM.  B.  TURNER Asst.  Secretary. 

D.  F.  APPEL,  Superintendent  of  Agencies. 

ASSETS,  J  an^iary  1,  1900 $29,544,428.63 

LIABILITIES 26,838,656.66 

SURPLUS $2,705,77L97 


The  Contract  is  short,  clear  and  concise,  free  from  all  technical  conditions,  and  without  restrictions 
regarding  residence,  travel,  occupation,  or  suicide,  after  two  years. 

Guaranteed  Values  are  endorsed  on  the  Policy,  and  their  payment  to  the  Insured  is  guaranteed  by 
the  laws  of  Massachusetts. 

Annual  Distribution  of  Surplus  is  declared  by  the  Company,  which  may.  at  the  option  of  the  Insured, 
be  applied  either  to  the  payment  of  the  annual  premiums,  thereby  nducing  the  cost  of  insurance,  or  to  the 
purchase  of  participating  paid-up  additions,  for  which  certificates  will  be  issued,  thereby  mc?Yasi«6r  the 
amount  of  insurance  and  future  shares  of  surplus. 

Death  Claims  are  Paid  Immediately  upon  receipt  of  satisfactory  Proof  of  Death,  and  the  amount 
payable  under  the  Policy  will  be  increased  by  the  face  value  of  all  outstanding  additions. 

Pamphlets,  and  rates  for  any  age,  sent  on  application  to  the  Company's  Office,  or  to 

HENRY  K.   FIELD,  General  Agent, 


MILLS  BUILDING, 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 


FIRE 


MARINE 


NEW  ZEALAND 


Eimsiuirainice   Coinnipany 

Of  Auckland,   N.  Z. 

UNLIMITED  LIABILITY  OF  SHAREHOLDERS. 

Subscribed  Capital,  $5,000,000  00 

Paid-up  Capita!, 1,000,000  00 

Assets, 2,507,002  00 

Assets  in  United  States, 300,000  00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,      .         .         .         .     ^^527, 825  00 

8^"  Has  been  underwriting  on  the  Pacific  Coa^t  over  24 years. 

United  States  Branch  Office  in  Company's  Building, 

312  California  Street,       :      San  Francisco, 


W.  P.  THOMAS,  Manager. 


COASt  KEr/r.ll-  ADVEKT/SIXG  DEFARTMEXT 


A    LEADING    AMERICAN    COMPANY 


1899 


JAS.  NICHOLS?,  Frendent 
E.  O.  BICHAEDS,  Secretary 


NATIONAIs^ 


^-^^ 


Fire  Insurance  Company 

Of  HJ^RTKORD 


Capital, 


Assets, 


One  Million  Dollars 

1^4,642,499.73 


GomDarative  Prooress   ,,,, -^^^     ^^^3     ^^^Z 

Twp.nti]  Years ^^^^ 1,000,000       1,770,303        545,524 

"  1894 1,000,000  3,597.531  2,430,925 


%.^1. 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT  : 

40if  California  Street,  San  Francisco 


GEO.  D.  DORNIN, 

Manager 


GEO.  W.  DORNIN, 


Ass't  Manager 


SPRINGFIELD^ 


FIRE  and 
MARINE 


Insurance  Company 


Organized  1849 


Of  Springfield,  Mass. 


ASSETS, 


$4,774,658.39 


PaciBc  Department,   409  California  Street 


Geo.  D.  Dornin,  Geo.  W.  Dornin, 

Manager  Ass't  Manager 


i3^^^^^  COAST  REP'IEiy  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^S^S^^^^ 


LAMCASHIRE 


;v^'\.=^^ 


Insurance  Company 

* OF  MANCHESTER,  England 

Gf\PlTRL,  -  $15,000,000.00 

Assets  Invested  in  the  United  States:  $2,390,390.00 


MANN  &  WILSON 


Managers  Pacific  Department 

N.  E.  Cor.  California  and  Sansome  Sts.,  San  Francisco 


-N' 


PHENIX 


^ 


Insurance  Connpany, 

of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


CASH  CAPITAL,    S^OOO^OOO 

ASSETS,   $5,816,560.00       LOSSES  PAID,  over     $60,000,000.00 

EUGENE  HARBECK,  Ceneral  Agent  Western  Department, 
205  La  Salle  Street,  Chicago,  III. 

H.     MCD.     SPENCER,     state  agent     for   California,  Oregon 
Office  415  Montgomery  St.,  San  Francisco.  Washington,  and  British  Coijmbia. 

GEORGE  J.  WELLINGTON,  Manager  Metropolitan  District. 


Coal  to  the  amount  of  1,740,027  tons 
was  consumed  in  San  Francisco  last  year. 
British  Columbia  and  Washington  sup- 
plied about  625,000  tons  each,  and  Aus- 
tralia 139,000  tons.  The  average  price  is 
about  $7.50  a  ton.  And  yet  the  intelli- 
gent editors  of  the  daily  press  think  gas 
ought  to  be  as  lo^  in  pi-ice  as  when  coal 
averages  only  $2.50  a  ton. 


The  business  of  the  Seattle  land  office 
during  1899  showed  a  great  increase  over 
that  of  the  pi'evious  year.  In  the  iotal 
sales  of  land  there  was  an  increase  of 
nearly  9.000  acres,  which  brought  $16,- 
000  more  than  the  total  sales  of  1898.  A 
hundred  more  persons  filed  on  homesteads 
than  during  the  pi-eviousyear,  making  an 
increase  of  homestead  acreage  of  17,000. 


COAST  KEl'IEII'  ADl'ER'nSING  DEPARTMENT 


^^  <=5>  •  V^  •  ^^  ^°^  ^^ 


ATLAS 


Assurance  Company 


London,  England. 


Assets,  over 


$10,000,000.00 


PACIFIC     COAST     BRANCH: 

IMos.   309-311   Sansome   Street  San   Francisco. 

FRANK  J.   DEVLIN,  Manager 
T.  H.  PALACHE,  Ass't  Manager 


BOARD     OF     DIRECTORS: 

GILBERT    PALACHE, 

HENRY   F.   ALLEN. 

GEORGE    A.    NEWHALL. 


HENRY  F.  ALLEN,  Agent,  202  California  Street,  S.  F. 

SPIiCI^XL  ^lG?JEiVTS  A^KJJ  ADJUSTERS: 

WM.  MAJSNING,  E.E.THOMPSON,         W.  W.ALVERSON,  W.  W.  CLEVELAISD,         C.  E   SCIILINGHEYDE 


UNION 


CasMaiflty  and 


Surety  Compamiy 


Of  St.  Louis. 


~~\ 


^    Cash  Capital,  $250,000,     Losses  paid,  o\)er  $2,500,000 

j^eeidept,  |^ealt^7,  apd   plate  (Jlass 

Insui^ance. 

most  Dberal  Occident  Policies, 

nealtb  Policies  Covering  \^  Diseases. 

Linvcat  Rates  on   PLATE  GLASS  iDttunnice. 

HV   Iffiiit  GOOD  AGENTS  Tlifoiit/lioiit  tlir  Pacific  Coast. 


W.  LOftlZft  &  CO.,  General  Agents, 


216  Sansome  St.,  San  Francisco. 


iSi^iSi^^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADl'EKTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 


THE    n 


/Norwich  Union 


iV.&S'- 


Organized 


FIRE   INSURANCE   SOCIETY 


ASSETS $6,562,578.00 

LOSSES   PAID 58,000,000.00 

% 

Pacific    Department. "^ 

W.    H.    LOWDEN  Manager, 

J.  L.  FULLER,  Assistant  Manager 
314  CALIFORNIA  STREET  =  =  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


A  LlrE  INSURANCE 
COMPANY.... 

That  will  protect  and  advance  agrents 
That  will  promote  in  the  order  of  merit 
That  issues  mutual,  profit-sharing:  policies 
That  issues  all  modern  forms  of  policies 
Tha.t  g:uarantees  values  and  leaves  none  in  doubt 
That  combines  income  to  insured  with  protection 
That  has  a  successful  record  of  twenty-one  years 
That  has  a  ratio  of  admitted  Assets  to  Liabilities 
of  1.30 

auch  a  Company  is  ,  .  , 


THE 


FIDELITY 

^  .MUTUAL 


LIFE  INSURANCE  CO. 

L.  G.  FOUSE,  PRESIDENT 

Write  for  Agency  Terras  and  Territory  to 

ALEX.  McK/VIGHT,  Vice  President 

P.  0.  Drawer  1536,  Philadelphia 


Apply  for  Agency  to 

GEO.  A.  RATHBUN.  General  Manager 
Rooms  1,  2  and  3,  Fifth  Floor 
Mills  Building.  San  Francisco 


A  NOTE  executed  in  Tennessee  is  void, 
even  in  the  liands  of  an  innocent  purchas- 
er for  value,  without  notice,  where  it  was 
given  in  favor  of  and  as  part  of  a  busi- 
ness transaction  had  in  that  state  with  an 
Ohio  corporation  that  had  not  complied 
with  the  laws  prescribing  the  terms  on 
which  foreign  corporations  may  do  busi- 
ness in  Tennessee. 


OF  COURSE 

Every  Advertisement  in 
The  Coast  Review  is 

AN  INVITATION 

to  apply  for  an  Agency. 
But  it  is  only  courtesy  to 

'■'■If  you  are  not  represented 
herc,^^  or,  '■'■If  you  contem- 
plate making  any  change 
liere.''^  And  you  might  men- 
tion the  Coast  Review  with- 
out offending  anybody. 


BEGIN  THUS 


iS^SiSi^S^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^S^ 

fiOMB 

Insurance  Connpany  of  New  York 

PRINCIPAL   OFFICE 

\\9   BROADWAY,   N.  Y. 

Ninety-third  Semi-Annunl  Statement 
January,    1900. 

Cash  Capital •  ■  •  • $3,000,000  00 

Reserve  Premium  Fund 4,381,07^  00 

Reserve  for  Unpaid  Losses  and  Other  Claims 79S,^86  54 

Net  Surplus ■    4,631,9^6  41 

$12,808,395  95 

Surplus  as  regards  Policyholders. ...$7,631,936  41 

DANIEL  A.  HEALD,  President. 

JOHN  H.  WASHBURN,  I  vice-Presidents     THOMAS  B.  GREENE      [secretaries 
ELBRIDGE  G.  SNOV7,     J  ^^^®  riesmencs.    aREUNAH  M.  BURTIS,  f  ^ecietaiies. 

HENRY  J.  FERRIS,     )    ,  Secretaries    *  WILLIAM  H.  CHENEY, 

E.  H.  a.  CORREA,       S  ^^°^-  ^ecieiaues,  ^  pre^eric  q.  bUSWELL. 

H.  L.  ROFF,  General  Agent,        .        .         .        California  and  Nevada, 

A.  G.  RIDLING  and  J.  J.  SHEAHAN,  Special  Agents, 

2IO  Sansome  Street,        -        San  Francisco. 

J.  D.  COLEMAN,  General  Agent,     .     Department  Pacific  Northwest. 

JNO.  H.  BURGARD,  Special  Agent, 

250  Stark  Street,         .  .  Portland,  Oregon. 

A.  F.  GARTNER,  Special  Agent  (Eewiston  Block),  Butte,  Montana. 

G.  C.  HOLLOWAY,  Special  Agent,       .       .       Eos  Angeles,  California. 

JUNIUS  YOUNG,  Special  Agent,  .       .         Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

HUGH   CRAIG,  Metropolitan  Manager,  ]  210  Sansome  Street, 

GEO.  M.  MITCHELL,  City  Agent.         j  San  Francisco. 

Losses  Paid  since   Organization  over  $72,000,000 

FIRE,  LIGHTNING  and  TORNADO  INSURANCE. 
Agencies  in  all  Principal  Cities  and  Towns  in  the  United  States. 


THE  HOME  has  a  well  organized,  competent  and  experienced  force  of  General 
and  Special  Agents  resident  in  the  Pacific  Coast  States,  ensuring-  prompt  response  to 
the  needs  and  requirements  of  its  Agents  and  the  insuring  public,  and  immediate 
attention  to  the  adjustment  and  payment  of  losses. 


iBiSiS^^iS  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  nEPARTMENT  S^S^S^^S^^ 


The  Only  Pacific  Coast  Life  and  Accident  Company.       *       *       * 


Securltcj 
liibeml   Terms 
Profitcible    t^eturns 


GEO.  A.  MOORE,  President 

J.  N.  PATTON,  Secretary 

SAMUEL.  M.  MARKS,  Ass'T  Secretary 


Home  Off  ce  Bu  uo  no 


THE  PACIFIC  MGIUAL 


Life  l/ssaRA/NCE  CoMPA/Ny 


OC^\\\\N\N\\\\N\N\N\N\\NNNN\\\\\\\\\\NN\NSN\N\'A\\NV*N'VNN.V>V 


Best  and  Safest  Legal  Organization 
for  Policyholders. 


*      *     * 


Organized  1868        ^^        *       *       * 
Claims  Paid,  over  $IC,COO,000 


LIFE  POLICIES==Combining  protection  with  Investment 

ENDOWMENT  BONDS==Producing  Specified  Returns 

ANNUITIES 

ACCIDENT  POLICIES==Superior  in  benefits  and  conditions 


KILGARIF  3c  BEAVER,    General  Agents  Life  Dept   for  California 
F.   W.  VOOGT,    Pacific  Coast  General  Ageat  Accident  Department 


PACIFIC    MUTUAL     BUILDING, 
N.  E.  Cor.   Montgomery  and  Sacramento  Streets  -  San   Francisco 


^^'§^'§'§  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 

THE  MERCHANTS' 

(  PIPE  )  INSURANCE    COMPANY,   OF    Newark,  N.  J. 

Organized  1858. 

Capital ^  400,000  00 

Assets I  ,^00,1  ^6  00 

Surplus  to  Pol  icy /i  aiders ; 80^,828  00 


GIRARD 


^  ^"^^  ^  FIRE    AND    MARINE    INSURANCE    CO.    OF   Phila. 

Organized  1853. 

Capital ^    ^00,000  00 

Assets 2,oy8,i68  oo 

Surplus  to  Policyholders ■ 1,0^0,000  00 

UNITED  STATES 

^  ^"^^  ^  FIRE  INSURANCE  CO.  OF  New  York. 

Organized  1824. 

Capital ^  2^0,000  00 

Assets y^4,  i  g6  oo 

Surplus  to  Policyholders 4jy,68)  oo 

Marine  Insurance  Co.  lj 

OF    LONDON.  Eng. 
(  MARINE  ) 

Organized  1836. 

Capital  ( ^^,000,000.00  )  Paid-up ^      goo,ooo  oo 

Assets 6,p4,86^  oi 

Surplus  to  Policyholders ^,n^,^6i  62 

PA.  CIFIC    rtE  PA  R  TM  IS  A'  T  : 

N.   E.  Cor.  California  and  Sansome  Streets,    San   Francisco. 

G.  W.  McNEAR,  WILLARD  O.  WAYMAN, 

GENERAL  AGENT.  MANAGER. 

TTKKiiiToiiY  Covered: 
Califoknia,    Oregon,  Washington,    Alaska,    British   Columbia,    Idaho,    Utah,    Montana 

Arizona,   Hawaiian  Islands. 


:S;iS^iS^^  COAST  KEr!E]r  APrKKT/SlNG  DErARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 

EDWARD    A.  TEMPLE,   President  A.  C.  STILSON,  Secretary 

Beinl^Gr^  Z^ifo  j\&&ocia^tion 

DES     MOINEIS,    IOWA. 

Organized  Juh/  1,  JS7!) 

TWENTY-FIRST   ANNUAL    STATEMENT 

For  the  ijedr  IS99.      I'lihlishcd  Jidi.  ,?,  lOlH). 


Total  Assets $       3,831.141.31 

In  State  Insurance  Department      .   .         2,695.667.42 

Insurance  In  Force 129,366.000.00 

Insurance  in  Force  in  California      .        4,342.000.00 


Expense  of  IManagement  per  $1,000  Ins.,  1899  .    1.81 

Death  Rate  of  1899 6.62 

Death  Losses  Proven  and  Unpaid None 

Bonds  and  Mortgages  Due  and  Unpaid None 


Tota  Paid  Beneficiaries  to  date      .    .        4,539,582.07    j    Designated  Depository  Banks 4,007 

EDWARD   F.   DELQER,  5tate  Agent. 

Room  313  Glaus  Sppeekels  Building,  S,   F. 

(Good  Solicitors  Wanted.)     C.  A.  McGARGAR,  002-8  Oregonian  Bldg.,  Portland,  State  Agent  for  Oregon 


ASSURANCE   C03IPANY 

Of  Toronto  Incorporated   1851 

HON.  Geo.  a.  Cox,    -     President      |      J.  J.  KENNY,     -      -    Vice-President 

Assets  in  United  F.tates $1,684,870.89        Surplus  in  United  States .   .$     634,206.51 

Income  in  United  Gtatcs  in  1898  .   .   .    1,7U9,829.68        Losses  paid  in  U.  S.  1874  to  1898  inclusive  17,477,219.87 

WESTERN    DEPARTMENT,  -  -  DENVER,    Colorado. 

BHITISH  y\MBHICA 

ASSURANCE     COMPANY 

Of   Toronto  Incorporated  1833 

Hon.  Geo.  A.  Cox,     -     President     |      J.  J.  KENNY,    -      -     Vice-President 

Assets  in  United  states $1,271,431.11        Income  in  United  States  ia  183.S  $1063  065  32 

Surplus  in  United  States  for  18:8 $517,429.11 

WESTERN     DEPARTMENT,  -  -  DENVER,     Colorado. 

11.    T.    TviVIVJjO^iT,   JWC»^rx£ig:e>r.  • 


T'HE  Siberian    steamship  line    changes  A   stockholder's  request  to  inspect 

its  American  terminus  this  montli    from  and  examine  the  cor-poi'ate  books  and  rec- 

Portland,    Or.,    to    Seattle,    Wash.     The  ords  cannot  be  presumed  not  to  be  in  the 

tirst  cargo  from  the  new  terminus  will  go  interest  of  the  corporation, 

out  on  the  steamer  Milos,  and  will  consist  the    rule  that  when  a  principal,   with 

principally   of    flour,    lumber    and    other  knowledge    of    all   the    facts,    adopts   or 

natural  products  of  Washington.  acquiesces  in  acts  done  by  his  agents  in 

The  per  capita  of  money  in  circulation  excess  of  his  authority,  he  cannot  after- 

in  the  United  States  on  January  1,  1800,  wards  disown  such  acts,  applies  to  corpor- 

in  round  numbers  was  $5;  while  on  Jan-  ations. 

uary  1,    1900  it  was  $26.     The  $5  of  1800  Old  De  Whishers:    "I  have  had  my 

represented  $20,500,000  of  ifioney  in  circu-  life  insured  for  $10,000  in  your  favor.     Is 

lation,    the  $26  of    1900  represents  about  there    anything  else    I   can    do  to  please 

$2,000,000,000   of  money   now  needed    in  you?" 

circulation    to  keep   going   the  country's  Mrs.    De    Whiskei-s   (his    young   wife): 

wheels  of  commerce  and  industry.  "Nothing  on  earth,  dear." 


iS^^iS^iS  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^S^^^S^S^ 

TRANS  ATIVAN  TIC 

Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Hamburg,  Germany. 

ASSETS $2,931,380  00 

LIABILITIES,     1,034,290  00 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS, $1,907,090  00 

CASH  ASSETS  IN  U.  S. 780,812  00 

V.  CARUS  DRIFFIELD.  Manager.  H.  DANKER.  Ass't  Manager. 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT  : 
213    SANSOME    STREET,  -  -  SAN    FRANCISCO. 

I  EN  LINE  WITH  THE  TIMES  0000 1 

Its  ^ 

JS  No  opportunity  is  overlooked  for  the  improvement  of  ^ 

*  UNION  MUTUAL  POLICIES.     They  are  kept  « 

I  Thoroughly  Modem  In  Privileges-  % 

jj  OenMlmiely  Protective  no  Results  ^ 

$  EXTENDED  INSURANCE  WITHOUT  DEDUCTIONS.  * 

m  INCONTESTABILITY  WITHOUT   RESTRICTIONS.  w 

fl>  BOTH  POLICYHOLDERS  AND  AGENTS  FAIRLY  TREATED  ALWAYS.  J 

I  Union  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  .mZ^ml  I 

<|>  Good  Territory  Ready  for  FRED  E.  RICHARDS,  President  \l/ 

$  Good  Agents  ARTHUR  L.  BATES,  Vice  President  ^ 

/jS     Exclusive  Territory  may  be  /    U/m     n     I  FAX/ITT     r«PnPr;il    flnPflt    ^ -m*  f'nJifornia  Street    ii/i 
/(\  had  upon  application  to  \    "'"•  ^'  LLrVVI  1   1  ,  UtSllOi  dl   nUolll    ,  Sati  Francisco,  Cat.         \|> 


STANDARD 


ACCIDENT 
INSURANCE 
COMPANY 

OF  DETROIT,  MICH. 
Incorporated   1884 


D.  M.  FERRY,  PRESIDENT. 

,.    LEONARD,   SECRCTARV. 
W.  C.    MAYBURY,  MNC    DiRECTOW. 


LIABILITY, 
PERSONAL 
ACCIDENT 

AND 

SICKNESS 
INSURANCE 


C.  F.  BRIGGS, 

Supt.  Pacific 
Coast  Departm't, 

3rd  Floor  Mills  BIdg., 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  Cat. 


Cash  Capital,  $250,000.00 


Union  Assurance  Society 

OF  LONDON 

Established  A.  D.  1714 

Subscribed  Capital  .    .  82,250,000.00  Gross  Assets $16,822,675.00 

Surplus  to   Policyholders $4,000,000.00 

Law  Union  &  Crown  Insurance  QO: 


OF  LONDON 

Established  A.  D.  185-1 


Subscribed  Capita!  .    .  $7,500,000.00  Gross  Assets $21,751,010.00 

Surplus  to   Policyholders  .    .  $2,800,000.00 

CATTON,  BELL  &  CO.,  General  Agents, 

40C-3IO    California    Street,  San   Franoisoo 

INSURANCE  IN  FORCE— $75,000,000.00  ASSETS— $23,700,000.00 


The 


■m 


^GERMANIA^ 


m. 


LIFE  Insnaraince  Comnipany  of  New  York 


Persons  desiriiKj  INSURANCE  ON  THEIR  LIVES  will  best  serve  tltcir  oioi  interests  bu  calling  in 
person  on  the  managers  of  the  above  Reliable  Old  Company,  or  by  addressing  them 

by  letter,  giving  age. 

^^W°  Good  Contract  and  Territory  for  Resident  Agents. 


Rooms  19,  20,  21,  22,  24 

4th  floor,  Mills  Bldg.,  San  Francisco 


W.  A.  JACOBS  <ScSON, 


MANAGERS. 


The  lumber  and  shingle  business  of 
Washington  for  1899  surpassed  that  of 
any  former  year,  and  astonished  the  au- 
thorities who  were  looking  only  for  a  fair 
gain  over  1898.  In  the  total  lumber  ship- 
ments alone  there  was  a  gain  in  the  one 
year  of  112,000,000  feet,  or  21  per  cent., 
while  in  tbe  shingle  shipments  there  was 
a  growth  of  588,000,000,  or  more  than  20 
per  cent.  In  the  total  rail  shipments  of 
lumber  and  shingles  for  the  year  there 
was  a  growth  of  8,158  carloads,  the  total 
sent  out  last  year  being  38,281,  against 
30,123  for  1898.  The  increase  of  lumber 
shipments  by  water  amounted  to  45,000,- 


000  feet,  and  by  rail  67.300.000  feet,  and  of 
shingles  by  water  7,715,000,  and  by  rail 
580,000,000. 

Failures  last  year  were  smallest  re- 
ported since  1881. 

Washington's  shingle  shipments  for 
1899  make  a  gi-and  total  of  more  than  three 
and  one-half  billions. 

The  lumber  output  of  the  mills  in 
Washington  for  1899  aggregate  1.000,000.- 
000  feet  of  lumber.  Of  this  grand  output 
California  alone  consumed  over  242,000,- 
000  feet,  or  about  25  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
output. 


'^^ -^  ^=3 '^^ -=3  ^ 


COAST  R El  7 EH'  ADI'E!rnSL\G  DEPARTMENT 


LONDON  ASSURANCE 


CORPORATION  Established  1720 

Invested  in  the  United  States,  $1,716,701.00 


NORTHERN  ASSURANCE 


COMPANY  Established  1836 

Invested  in  the  United  States,    =    $2,565,145.00 


Pacifio    Coast    DeparLnaeiat : 

GEORGE   F.   GRANT,  Manager 

221   SAKSOME  STREET,  San  Francisco 


PACIFIC  SURETY  COMPANY 


OF 
CALIFORNIA. 


Paid-up  Capital, 


$250,000  00         Surplus  as  to  Policyholders,     $295,000  00 

Guarantee  and  Casualty  Surety  on  Bonds. 

Bonds  of  Sia'ctijskip  isftutd  on  behalf  of  person x  holduKj  positionf.  of  trust.        Wc   also    act    as    surety  on 

Bonds  rcqinred  in   Voiirt  Proceedings. 

m^  STEAM  BOILER  and  PLATE  GLASS  INSURANCE. 

DIIIECTOKS:— Geo.  C.  Perkins,       James  Mofflt.        H.  S.  Croeker.        J.L.Moody,        All)ert  Miller,        Wm.  Clift, 

H.  L.  Diivis.         J.  L.  N.  Sliepard. 

WALLACE  EVERSON,  President  JOHN  BERMINGHAM,  Vice-Pres.  A.  P.  REDDING,  Secretary 

Head  Office  32iJ  Montgroraery  St.,  SAX  FRANCISCO.  i^~  Correspondence  solicited  with  responsible  agents. 


IKSURANCE    COMPANY 

OF  Boston,  Mass. 
Organized  1818. 


PEfJGAKTmE 

KIE.E    AND    MARINE    INS.    CO. 

OF  Boston,  Mass. 

Orsanlzed  1823. 


Capital $300,000.00      Capital $400,000.00 

Assets 649,157.43       Assets 661,628.35 

Surplus  to  Policyholders.  .     476,040.98      Surplus  to  Policyholders.  .     503,463.50 

BAGGS  &  STOVEL,  General  Agents 

411  California  Street,  San  Francisco 


BAQLEY  LIBRARY 

FOR  SALE 

The  Insurance  Books  of  the  late  Wm.  H.  Bag- 
le.y  for  sale  at  a  Bargain.  Good  chance  for  bright, 
young,  Special  Agent. 

...MAKE  Ay  OFFER... 

Library  includes  one  of  the  six  complete  sets 
of  Coast  Reviews  from  187a. 

Address,  Coast  Review  Office. 


THE   COAST  REVIEW   BUREAU. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  so  many  letters 
asking  for  information  about  companies, 
associations  and  societies  and  their  con- 
tracts, that  we  have  concluded  to  make  a 
department  or  bureau,  to  which  inquiries 
will  be  referred.  Correspondents  seek- 
ing- information  as  to  the  condition  and 
i-eputation  of  anj*  insurance  company  or 
association  are  requested  to  address  the 
Coast  Review  "Bureau,"  and  inclose 
postage  for  a  reply. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


&»  &' &^  &y  S^  S^ 
^^  ^^  ^S^  ^^  ^^  ^^ 


The  Washington  Life  Insurance  Company, 


OF     NEW    YORK. 

W.  A.  BREWER,  President,  E.  S.  FRENCii,  Vice-Pres. 


ASSETS, 

PAID  TO  POLICYHOLDERS, 


$15,500,000.00 
32,000,000.00 


85,  86,  87  and  88, 
Chronicle  Bldg., 
San  Francisco. 


\  IT^  To  energetic  l)uslnoss  producers  a  Ko.  1 

AGENTS    '/Territory     Ei<peeiiilly  i,ir.Ki:AL  terms.   Every 

lAiAMTc-n.  I  i  fiicility  nlToriled  for  olitniniiiLT  Imsiness.     IN 

WAN  1  tU  !  (  sUPvE  BIG  JIONKV.      Si-i.exdid   opportunl- 

'/  ties  tor  lirst-class  insurance  men. 

Aildrexii  at  once: 

HOWARD  PERRIN,  General  Manager 

State  of  California, 


C.  L.  FAY,  General  Agent,  Wastingrton  Bldg.,  POKTI<AND,  Or. 


I F  E ,    *    *    *    * 

Endowment^ 
and  Accident 
Insurance 
HE  ^TNA  LIFE  Ins.  Co., 

Of  Hartford,  Conn.,  grants  Policies  con- 
taining every  desirable  feature.  Refer- 
ence, its  numerous  patrons.  Address  the 
Company  for  Insurance  or  an  Agency. 


Largest    Company  in    the    World 

Writing  Life  and  Accident   Insurance 


H.  B.  Houghton,  Manager 

PACIFIC    COAST    AGENCY 
Safe  Deposit  Building,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


JOHN   H.  STEVENS,    Metropolitan   Agency 

Accident  Department. 


jPhussian  Nationa.1^ 


Insurance    Goni.pany 

OF     GERMANY 


CAPITAL, 


$2,250,000.00  ASSETS,       - 

United  States  Branch  315  Dearborn  St.,  Chicago. 


$3,962,334.20 


THEO.  W.  LETTON,  Gen'l  Manager  HENRY  J.  HOUGE,  Ass't  Manager 

If.  LOAIZA  &  CO.,     State  Agents,     216  Sansome  St. 

JOHN  A.   PRINSEN,   Special  Agent. 


SURETY  ON   BONDS. 

AMERICAN  SURETY  COMPANY  of  new  york. 

J//iA'Z^V    7>.    J-VA/AA',    F'resiideiit. 

STATEMENT,   December  31,  18y9. 

RESOURCES,  including  Capital,  $2,500,00a.(»  :  $5,207,985  21 

LIABILITIES,  including  Reserve,  $  614,619.41  :  862,610  4-9 

Bonds  issued  for  Eniplotjes.  Administrators,  Guardians,  and  iti  Judicial  Proceedings 

SAX  FRAXCISCO  /iOJKO.— SAMUEL  G.  MURPHY,  Resident  Vloe-Pres.; 

Levi  R.  EUert,     James  B.  Stetson.      Adam  Grant,      Thos.  Brown,     Arthur 

Rodgers,      P.  N.  Lilienthal,      Henry  L.  Dodge.    James  R.  Kelly,     Edward 

B.  Pond. 

oFFirE ; 

219   SANSOME   STREET, 

SAN  FRANCISCO. 


JAMES   R.   GARNISS,  MANAGER, 
C.  A.  Shuetleff,  Res.  Asst.  Secy. 
Geo.  L.  Seybolt,  Inspector 


iS^iSiS^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^S^^^^ 

INCORPORATED  1852. 

Milwaukee  Mechanics' 

INSURANCE     COMF-ANY 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin. 

CASH  ASSETS $2,568,997  00 

SURPLUS ,    .    .    .    .      1,682,719  00 

TOTAL  LOSSES  PAID •   •    ■   -. 7,355,053  00 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT:  410  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

L.   L.   BROMWELL,  Manager. 

^Dirte  lifB  ^Insurance  Companrr 

OF   NEW  YORK. 
GEO.  E.  IDE,  .       .       President. 

Assets #11,348,859  12    I  Net  Surplus %  1,203,278  42 

Dividend  Endowment  Fund  .         626,713  00   1  Insurance  in  Force 49,258,697  00 

Liberal  contracts  and  good  territory  will  be  given  to  reputable  agents  who  can  show 
a  good  record. 

W.  h.  DUNPHY  &  SON,  Managers, 

Offices,  in  The  Emporium,  Market  St.,  San  Francisoo,  Cal. 
The  Capital,         .         $1,500,000.00 

Ueited  States        [  Assets,  .      .    3,500,000.00 

Surplus,        .  1,750,000.00 


FfldeHty  and  Qmiaraety 


THE 


J.    D.   MAXWELL  CO., 

HOME   OFFICE:  '  (  GENERAL    AGENTS, 

South-West   Coiner  Calvert  &  German  Streets  PAUL  M.   NIPPERT,  Manager 

BALTIMORE,  M.  D.  WM.   RIGBY,   attorney. 


PACIFIC   COAST   DEPARTMENT 

mm 


Kranklin  Fire  Insurance  Company 

A  OF  PHILADELPHIA  INCORPORATED   1837 

i  Surplus  to  Policyholders $1,550,150.00 

I  Williamsburg  City  Insurance  Company 


'<v(ii7^  OF  NEW  YORK  INCORPORATED  IN  1853 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $1,336,798.00 

^M  ED,  E.  POTTER,  General  Manager 

322    IVIontoojnery    Street,  San  l^rancisco. 

InSUr/itlCP  handsomely  printed  and  bound.  Every  Intelligent 

'  Insurance  Man  can  read  it  witli  profit.    Fire,  Life 

A      Tp^Xt     Finnk  anU  casualty  insurance  discussed  by  over  forty  of 

the  ablest  men  in  the  business. 
For  Sale  at  this  Office.    Price,  $3.50  •  compiled  by  WM.  A.  FRICKE 

This  is  a  splendid  work  of  over  l.OOf)  pages,  ^or  Sale  at  The  Coast  Bevietv  Office. 


^^'^^-^'=§  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^&&^^^ 


Capital  and  Accumulations, 


$2,482,426.00 


t^'S^^A 


THAMES  I  MERSEY 

Marine    Insurance    Company,    Limited, 
Of  Liverpool,  London  and  Manchester. 


CAPITAL,  SUBSCRIBED  ....    $10,000,000 

Capital  Paid  Dp $1,000,000 

Reserve  Fund,  in  addition  to  capital  .   .     2,250,000 


m.  GREER  HARRISON, 


Manager 
305  California  Street 


San  Francisco 


Sub-Agencies  at  all  the  principal  Pacific  Coast 
ports  and  at  Honolulu 


BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN 

Marine   Insurance    Company,  Limited. 
Of  Liverpool. 


Capital  Subscribed $6,700,000  Gold 

Capital  Paid  Up 1,340,000  Gold 

Reserve  Fund,  in  addition  to  Capital, 

$3,000,000 

BALFOUR,  GUTHRIE  5  CO. 

General  Agents 
316  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


A.  H.  Small,  Manager. 


EMPLOYERS  LIABILITY 

(Limited)  Assurance  Corporation  °En^und°' 

Head  Office  for  U.  S..  71  KILBY  STREET, 
Boston,  Massachusetts. 

APPLETON  &  DANA.  Managers  and  Attorneys 
for  the  U.S. 

ACCIDENT  POLICIES  of  all  kinds  at  Very  Low  Rates. 
Eniploj'crs'  Liability  Policies,  indemnifying  Employers 
against  claims  for  Accidents  to  Employes.  Individual, 
Fidelity  Bonds  and  Accident  Policies.  Workmen's 
Benefit  Policies.  Vehicle  Insurance.  General  Liability 
Policies  on  Buildings.    Elevator  Insurance. 


CHAS.  J.  OKELL  &  CO.,  -   General  Agents 

401  CALIFORNIA  STREET,  San  Francisco. 


THE    MUTUAL    BENEFIT 

LIFE    INSURANCE   COMPANY, 

NEWARK,  N.  J. 

AMZI    DODD,       -         -        -        President 

ASSETS  (Market  Values)  Jan.  1. 1899  .  $67,096,602  40 
LIABILITIES,  N.J.  and  N.Y.  Standard  61,702,412  69 
SURPLUS 5,394,189  71 

Policies  Absolutely  Non-Forfeitable  After  Second   Tear. 

In  case  of  LAPSE  the  Insurance  is  continued 
IN  FORCE  as  long  as  the  value  of  the  Policy  will 
pay  for:  or,  if  preferred,  a  Cash  or  Paid-up  Policy 
Value  is  allowed. 

After  the  second  year.  Policies  are  Incontesta- 
ble, and  all  restrictions  as  to  residence,  travel  or  oc- 
cupation are  removed. 

The  Company  agrees  in  the  Policy  to  Loan  up  to 
the  Cash  Surrender  Value  when  a  satisfactory  as- 
signment of  the  Policy  is  made  as  collateral 
security. 

Losses  paid  immediately  upon  completion  and 
approval  of  proofs. 

JAMES  MUNSELL,  Jr.,  Manager, 
503  California  St.,  cor.  Mongomtery,  S  F. 


COAST  KEl-JMir  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


American 

Tire  Insurance  €o.- 

OF  PHILADELPHIA 


TMSurance  Gompanv 

OF  GOTHENBEBG,  S  WEBEN 


ORQANIZEO     _^.     D,     ISIO 


Assets $6,138,133  51 

Reserved  capital  secured  by  bonds    }l, 133,333  33 


The  First  Joint  Stools  Fire  Insurance 
Company  in  the  United  States 


$8,271,464:  83 
Jteposited  iviih    State   Treasurer 

Assets $  2,710,728  OO  ?  of  Connecticut $200,000  OO 

Losses  paid  since  organisation,  $19,000,000  00  )    j,^  j,ands  of  U.  S.  Trustees,  over  .  $100,000  OO 


Agricultural  Insurance  Company 


t5  ii 


WATEBTOWN,  NEW  YOBK 

Assets .    .  $2,291,568  OO 

Surplus  to  Policyholder.. 1,025,893  OO 

EDWARD  BROWiN  &  SONS,  General  Agents 

411%  California  Street,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


S)UN 


INSURANCE 
OFFICE 


OF     LONDON 


189  Years  of  Active  Business 

Oldest  Purely  FIRE  INSURANCE 
Office  in  the  World ^ -^ 


Cash  Assets, 
Net  Surplus, 


$11,500,000 
6,400,000 


Pacific  Department  215  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


WiNFiELD  S   Davis,        J.  B.  F.  DAVIS  (Sc  SOI\,    Getll  AgGtltS, 

Burt  L.  Davis, 
Carl  A.  Henry. 

PACIFIC  DEPAKTMP:NT  Embraces:     California,  Nevada.  Utah,  Arizona,  Oreg-on, 
Washington,  Idaho,   Montana,  Hawaiian   islands,  and  Alaslca. 


i^i^iSiS^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  S^S^^^^^ 

THE  IMPERIAL  INSURANCE  COMPANY,  Lro 

OF    LONDON. 

Instituted    A.    D.    1803. 

CASH    ASSETS,  -  -  $9,362,920.00 

Forty-one  Years  in  Business  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 


THE  LION  FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY,  lt'D 

OF     LONDON 
Established  A.  D.   1879 

CASH  ASSETS,  -  -  $1,108,095.00 


PACIFIC    BRANCHES:      205  and    207    Sansome   Street,  San   Francisco 

WM.  J.  LMDER8, 

Resident  Manager. 

The  Connecticut  Mutual 

Life  Insurance  Company. 

1846—1899 


To  those  who  desire  to  do  fully,  at  its  least  cost  and  to  the 
utmost  of  their  financial  ability,  their  duty  to  their  families,  and  to 
use  life  insurance  for  their  protection  and  not  for  a  speculation  for 
themselves,  The  Connecticut  Mutual  offers  the  utmost  that  life 
insurance  can  accomplish,  in  its  simplest,  clearest  forms,  of  perfect 
equity  and  perfect  mutuality,  on  the  soundest  basis  of  any,  and  at 
a  lower  cost  than  has  been  achieved  by  any  other  company. 
Greater  service  can  no  life  insurance  company  render. 

Jacob  L.  Grekne,  President.  Herbert    H.  White,  Sec'y, 

John  M.  Taylor,  Vice-Pres't.  Daniel  H.  Wells,  Actuary. 


A.»    IC.    I*.   H:A.ie3'XOP<j:,  Distriot  Stjiia't 

Pacific  Coast  Agencies 


Mills  Building,  San  Francisco. 


The  Great  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  the  World. 


Gross  Assets 
$56,356,332 


Assets  in  U.  I 
$9,703,581 


ESTABLISHED    1836 


ENTERED  U.  S.  184 


The  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  United  States  Branch  on  the  31st  of  December,  1898,  in  accordance  wi 
the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York,  is  as  follows: 

ASSETS $9,703,581.65 

LIABILITIES 4,857,665.56 

SURPLUS $4.,845,916.09 

As  an  illastration  of  the  Company's  practice  in  maintaining  its  Assets  in  the  United  States  in  years  of  excessi 
loss,  the  following  figures  may  interest  policyholders : 

Year.  Assets  Jan.  1.  Income.  Expenditure.  Excess  of  Expendltu 

1871 $3,054,361  $3,163,901  $5,122,653  $1,958,752 

1872    3.640,450  3.733,101  4,448,999  751,898 

1873 4.163.290 

Thus  showing  Excess  of  Expenditure  in  tlie  two  years  of $2,710,650 

And /"crease  o/ Assets  in  the  same  time  of 1,110,939 

Progress  of   the   United    States    Branch  :— Net  Fire  Premiums:    1848,   $4,519;  1858,    $471,9f 

1868,  $1,739,620;  1878,  $2,422,126;  1888,  $3,928,010;  1898,  $4,979,422. 

LOSSES.— The  amount  paid  In  satisfaction  of  Fire  Losses  in  the  United  States  in  the  course  of  51  years  is  5  V4, 824. 91 8. 

This  large  sum,  in  copjunction  with  the  growth  of  the  Company's  business,  evinces  the  confidence  ui  tht  public  and  t 

faithfulness  with  which  the  Company's  losses  are  adjusted  and  paid. 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT  ESTABLISHED  1852.  CHAS.    D.    HAVEN,    Resident  5ecretar 

Chief  Office,  4:'Jii  California  Street,  San  Francisco.  C.  MASON  KINNb.  Assistant  Secretary. 


ED. 


'ROWL, 


R.  G.  BRUSH, 


SPECIAL    AGENTS  : 

JOHN  W.  GUNN.  FRED.  L.  HAVEN, 


THEO.  SUMMERbAl" 
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PHCENIX 

INSURANCE     COMPANY 


OF    HARTFORD 


Cash  Capital 
$2,000,000.00 


^¥W^ 


▼ 


t^. 


fi 


\ 


Assets  Jan'y  1, 1899 
$5,511,40T.n 


HEf^BEPjT    FOllGEt?,    |\/[anager 


DIXWELL  HEWITT,   Asst.   Manager 


325     GALaIFORMIA     STRB^ELT^, 


San    Francisco. 


(i) 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


tS^  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^^  *^ 


PHCENIX  ASSURANCE  COMPANY— PROVIDENCE-WASHINGTON  INSURANCE  CO. 


Phoenix 

Assurance 

Company 


Of  London 

Established  1782 


Providence- 
Washington 
Ins.  Co. 


Of  Rhode  Island 

Incorporated  1799 


BUTLER  &  HALDAN,    General  Agents  for  Pacitic  Coast 

B.  C.  Dick,  Agency  Superintendent 
41  ^  California  Street  :  San  Francisco 

riClV6tl2,     oWlSS    Fire  insurance  Company 

OF    ST.    GALL 

CAPITAL,         ....        $  2,000,000.00 
Losses  Paid  since  organization,     1 1,635,487.00 

OWISS     iVl3.rinC     insurance  Companies  Combined 

CAPITAL,       .       .       .       $4,000,00)0000 


SYZ  <£  CO.,    General   Agents 

301  California  Street,  :  :  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


(2) 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 


IHE  PENNSYLVANIA 

FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY  of  Rhihdclphia. 


Incorporated  1825 


ASSETS, 

January  1st,  I9C0: 

$5,175,306.00 


NET  SURPLUS, 

January  1st,  1900: 

$2,181,845.00 


One  of  the  OLDEST  and  STRONGEST  Fire  Insnrant'e  Offices  in  tlie  United  Slates. 
Office  Pacific  Coast  Department:  4-36  CALIFORNIA  STREET,  San  Francisco. 

T.  EDWARD  POPE,  Manager. 
R.  W.  OSBORN,  Assistant  Manaf/fi:        HOMER  A.  CRAIG,  General  Adjuster. 

SPECIAL  AGENTS :—Cliester  Deering,  J.  H.  Clinliscales,  Volney  Howard,  S.  P.  Mesiclv. 

Hamburg  -  Bremen 

FIRE    INSURANCE    COMPANY 

OF  HAriBURG,  OERMANY  ORGANIZED  1854 


Capital  and  Accumulations         -         -  $3,000,000.00 

Assets  in  the  United  States,  Jan.  i,  1900  1,524,546.63 

Surplus  "              "            "              "         "  544,867.51 

Losses  Paid  in  the  United  States,  over  12,000,000.00 


RUDOLPH  HEROLD,  Jr., 

General  Agent  Pacific  Department 
HARRY  C.  BOYD,  415  California  Street 

Assistant  General  Agent.  San  Francisco 


^~^^-^ ''~^~-^ '*^~~^^  ■*^~^--^ ''^^~^~s '''"^^Sl 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DETARTMEXT 


l^The  MAGDEBURG 
FIRE  INSURANCE 
COMPANY 
transacts 
NO  Marine, 
Life  or  Accident,  but 
Fl  RE  Insurance 

Business  ONLY. 


nO--; 


'^JjC.''  '^j^^    ^ 


MAGDEBURG 

FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


OF    MAGDEBURG^    GERMANY 


Capital $      3,750,000.00 

Assets  January  i,  1899 8,108,481.48 

Prem.  Income  since  organiza'n  (54  yrs)  170,352,752.39 
Losses  Paid  since  organization  (54  yrs)  113,205,839.50 
Assets  United  States  Department    .  .  919,089.58 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT:     QUTTE  &  FRANK,  Managers, 


303  California  Street,   San   Francisco. 


Magdeburg'  F^irc  Ins.  Co., 

OF     NEW    YORK. 

A.sscts $287,048.83 

GUTTE    &    FRANK,    Managers, 

303  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


Wiltielma  of  Magdeburg 

General  Insurance  Company 

(  MARINE.  ) 

Assets,  January  i,  1899, $9,813,751.45 

1  Associated  Assurance  Companies,  Ld. 

Municli  Assurance  Co.,       Alliance  Assurance  Co. 

Of  Munich  ( T/d)  Of  Berlin  (L'd) 

JOINTLY  and  SEVERALLY  LIABLE. 

Assets,  January  i,  1899 $10,454,215.21 


i^"  Tliese  Marine  Com- 
panies insure  Vessels, 
Freights,  Cargoes,  Treas- 
ure, Profits,  Registered 
Mail  and  Express  Matter, 
to  and  from  all  parts  of 
the  World,  and  mal<e 
their  Policies  payable  at 
places  required  by  as- 
sured. 


?|??|?4?## 


GUTTE    Sl     frank.    Managers, 

303  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


COAST  KEVIEiy  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


ORGANIZED    A.   D.  1817 


FIRE     ASSOCIATION 


OF     PHILADELPHIA. 


HiTATKaiKST  or  ASSETS,   JANUAKV    tsl,    I'JOO. 


Gross  Assets 
Policyholders'  Surplus 


WESTERN     DEPARTMENT, 

CHICAGO,   ILL. 

OFFICE,  171-173  Jackson  St.,  Royal  Insurance  Bldgf 


)i?6,280,028.00 
^1,930,636.00 

W.  H.  CUNNINGHAM,  Manager. 
HENRY  W.  BUSH,  K^^,^  ^3 
J.  M.  BECK,  i  ^ 


State  Agent  for  California,  Arizona,  Nevada  and  Hawaiian  Islands. 

21Q  Sansome  Street.  SAN  FRANCISCO,  Cal. 
Manager  city  department. 


T.C.  SHANKLAND. 
JNO.  D.  RICHARDS  . 

K.J.LOUIS Special  Agent  for  California.  Arizona  and  Nevada. 

F.  J.  ALEX.  MAYER.  .      State  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  PORTLAND,  Ore. 

DAN.  L.  WEAVER.  .   .      Special  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  SPOKANE. 

F.M.AVERY Special  AgentforColorado,  Wyoming, Montana,  UtahandIdaho,DENVER, Colo. 


Financial  Standing,  January  I,   1900,  of  the 

Philadelphia  Underwriters 

COMPOSED    OF    THE 

Fire  Association    of    Philadelphia 

FOUNDED,  A.   D.    1817 


Insurance  Co.  of  North  America 

FOUNDED,  A.  D.  1792 

CASH  CAPITAL $  :^,000,000  00 

Total  Assets 9,39.5,087  00 

Total  Liabilities,  except  Capital     4, .596, 256  00 


CASH  CAPITAL $    .500,000  00 

Total  Assets .    (5,280,028  00 

Total  Liabilities,  except  Capital  .    4,749,492  00 


Surplus  as  to  Policyholders  .    .   $4,696,781  00 
COMBINED     ASSETS, 
SURPLUS  TO   POLICYHOLDERS, 


Surplus  as  to  Policyholders    .    .  $1,530,636  00 
$15,575,065  00 
$  6,227,417  00 


Westeun  and  Pacific  Coast  Department,    (  W.  H.  CUNNINGHAM,  Manager 
^  T  <  Henuy  W.  Bush,  |  a^',,.  a,, 

Chicago,  Illinois.  j  j   ^   Beck, 


Ass't  Managers 


T.  C.  SHANKLAND,  State  Agent  for 

California,   Arizona,   Nevada  and   the   Hawaiian  Islands. 
John  D.  Richards,  Manager  City  Department, 


219  SANSOME  STREET. 


SAN  FRANCISCO. 


F.  J.  ALEX.  MAYER,  State  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  Portland,  Ore. 
DAN.  L.  WEAVER,  Special  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  Spokane. 
F.  M.  AVERY,  Special  Agent  for  Montana,  Utah  and  Idaho,  Denver,  Colo. 
E.  J.  LOUIS,  Special  Agent  for  California,  Nevada  and  Arizona. 

(5) 
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COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


Insurance  Company 

NEW   YORK 
HENRY  B.  STOKES,  President 

THE  NEW  POLICY  GUARANTEES 

EXTENDED  INSURANCE 
PAID=UP  VALUES 

AND 

LOANS  AT  5% 

AGENTS  WANTED  IN  UNOCCUPIED  TERRITORY 
JOHN  LANDERS,  Manager  S.  W.  Pacific  Dep't,  240  Montgomery  St.,  S.  F. 

HEALTH    AND    ACCIDENT    INSURANCE 

PIIINEAS  C.  LOUNSBURT,     L  /J// J^J ^ ^1^^^^^^^  KIMBALL   U.   ATWOOD, 

President.  a^^ ^^^/  ^-'^        r  ^/rti-d>  Secretary. 

OF    NEW    VORK. 

ASSETS,  December  81,  1899 $  779,385.45 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders 865,124.30 

CLAIMS  Paid,  over 8,000,000.00 

HEALTH  and  ACCIDENT  POLICIES. 
The  Best  Insurance  i    The  Easiest  Insurance 

FOR  BUSINESS  and  FOR  AGENTS 

PROFESSIONAL  MEN  TO  SELL 

S®°  Liberal  Commissions  and  Renen/al   Contracts  to   Good  Men. 

Address — 

Pacific  Coast  Department,  THOS.    GODWIN, 

MILLS  BUILDING 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  Mamager, 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^S^^^^ 


National  Life 

Insurance  Company 

MONTPELIER,       -        -       VERMONT. 

CHARLES  DEWEY,  President.  OSMAN  D.   CLARK,  Secretary. 


INSURANCE  IN  FORCE,  January  i,  1900    .    .    .  ;f89,890,026  00 

ASSETS,  January  1,  1900 17,738,861  23 

LIABILITIES,  January  i,  1900 15,863,938  34 

SURPLUS,  Vermont  and  New  York  Standard  .    .  1,874,922  89 


THE  NATIONAL  has  done  a  continuous,  successful  business  for  fifty  years.  Its 
policies  of  LIFE,  TERM,  ENDOWMENT  and  ANNUITY  INSURANCE  grant  solid 
protection  on  nuitual  plans. 

NO  RESTRICTION  on  residence  or  travel. 

INCONTESTABLE  after  two  years  from  date  of  issue. 

GUARANTEES  endorsed  cash,  loan,  paid-up  and  extended  insurance  values. 

AUTOMATICALLY  NON-FORFEITABLE  after  three  years. 

INSURANCE  ISSUED  IN  1899,  $17,738,861.23. 


G.  M.  STOLP,  General  Manager, 

82-84  New  Crocker  Building,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
A.  D.  WALKER,  General  Manager, 

Fidelity  Trust  Company  Building.  Tacoma,  Wash. 


GEORGE  D.  ALDER,  General  Manager. 

204  McCormack  Block,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 
C.  M.  SMITH.  General  Manager, 

Hennessey  Building,  Butte,  Montana. 


STOCK    COMPANY    INCORPORATED    1864 

Home  Mutual 

Insurance  Co. 


.OF  CALIFORNIA... 


FINANCIAL    STANDING    OF    THE    COMPANY    ON    JANUARY    1,  1900: 

Assets 

Liabilities 

Surplus  Funds  for  Policyholders  .... 

Capital  (fully  paid  in  gold  coin)       .         .         .         .         . 
Net  Surplus,  over  Capital  and  all  Liabilities 


$965,559-34   I 
349,630.99   < 

$615,928.35    > 

300,000.00 

$315,928.35 


5        HOME   OFFICE:    Company's    Building,  318   California    St.,  San  Francisco 

\  WM.  J.  DUTTON,  President 

>  F.  W.  LOUQEE,  Vice  President  STEPHEN  D.  IVES,   Secretary 

C  FRANKLIN  BANGS,  Ass't  Secretary  GEO.  STEEL,  Marine  Secretary 
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London  &  Lancashire 


Fire    Insurance    Company, 


Of  Liverpool,  Eng. 


Subscribed  Capital, 

Cash  Assets, 

Assets  in  United  States, 


$10,637,500 
7,183,600 
2,815,688 


Norwalk  Fire  Insurance  Co^^ 

Of  Norivalk,   Connecticut. 

Capital,    .     $200,000.00        Assets,    .     $540,354.00 


English  -American 
Underwriters^ 


Assets, 


$3,356,042 


I  s  Jiizi  I    >^  • 


The  State  Fire  Ins*  Co*^  L'd^ 

Of  Liverpool,   England. 

Capital,  ...... 

Assets  in  United  States,        .  .  . 


$5,000,000 
320,957 


The  Netherlands  Fire  Ins*  Co*^ 


Of  The  Hague.  Holland. 

ESTABLISHED     1845. 

Capital,                      ......... 

$1,600,000 

Assets  in  United  States,         ....... 

631,367 

PACIFIC    COAST    DEPARTMENT, 

315     Montgomery     Street,                  :                  :                  :                  : 

San   Francisco. 

WM.   MACDONALD,  Manager, 

D.   E.   MILES,   Ass't  Manager. 
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OF"  NIEVS/  YORK. 

Edward  W.  ScottF^esident. 

Succe  9sf-i_/L  AaENTs.ANO  GentlCme  N  Seckincx  Remune  RAT  ivE  Business   Connectcons. 
fviAV   Apply    to  the   Head   Or  riCE.OR  amy  or  The.  Socict  y's  Gcneral  Aren  t  s. 

CARL    C.    GROSS, 

Manager  for  CALIFORNIA  and  NEVADA. 
Rooms  709=13  Claus  Spreckels  Building. 

flarket  and  Third  Sts.,  San  Francisco. 


Writing  Large  Lines  of  Desirable  Business 


...^w"  The  PAI  ATINF 

|lfet||bJ^yM  INSURANCE  CO.,  Ud, 

^^^^^^^f~]i;£ijj~ri';S^--  ''       ^  <.}t'    AlitHC^lieStCr,     lillirlltltil. 

Resources,  Security  to  Policyholders,  over     =  $9,300,000.00 

United  States  Branch.  Assets,  Jan.  i,  1900      -  -     2,537,777.00 

Net  Surplus  in  United  States       -         -         _         -  59S.207.00 

CIIAS.  A.  l.ATON,  Manao;er  Pacific  Coast  DcFartmeiit 

439  California  Street         =        Safe  Deposit  Buildiiii^         =         3an  Francisco 

LOCAL  liO.IHD  OF  DIRECTORS: 

JOHN  H.   WISE,  Chainuan.  WM.   E.  BROWN,  E.  M.   ROOT. 
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CASH  CAPITAL      *       *       *     .■'^\\lllK/>^     ^:^^^^^S^  CASH  ASSETS        *        *        * 

January  1,  WOO 


$4,000,000.00  m^^^^  $13,019,411.20 


Incorporated.  ^F^^^^olB^^^AIlMkVMi^ML^^^Hw  1819 


For  a  period  of   EIGHTY-ONE  YEARS  this  com- 
pany has  occupied  the  position  of  the  LEADING 
American  Fire  Insurance  Company. 


Largest  Cash  Capital,  Largest  Cash  Assets 

of  any  Fire  Insurance  Company 

in  America. 


Losses  Paid  since  organization  ]  81  years  [  $85,641,084.50 

BOARDMAN  &  SPENCER,  General  Agents 

E.  C.  MORRISON,  Supervisor  of  Agencies 

LOUIS  MEL,  1  Office,  514  California  St.,  San  Francisco 

L.  QAZZAM,  >  Special  Agents  and  Adjusters 

T.  D.  BOARDMAN,     ) 

THE 

HARTFORD 

Fire  Insurance  Company, 

Organized  1794. 

^a  Assets,      .        .        .  ^11,002,588  02 

Net  Surplus,        .        .  3,810,204  50 

H.    K.    BELDEN,    Manager    Pacific    Department 

WHITNEY    PALACHE,    Assistant    Manager 
3i3  California  Street,  -  SAN  FRANCISCO 


igff~  Special  Agents  and  Adjusters  :  J.  J.  AGARD  J.  J.  DENNIS        JOHN  M.  HOLMES 

(10) 


S'  The  Coast  Review,  S> 

A  Monthly  Insurance  Magazine. 
Devoted  to  all  kinds  of   Insurance  that  Insures.  Published  on  the  Fifteenth  of  the  Month. 


Per  Year,    :    :    $3.00  [  Tekphone  ] 

Per  Vo-py.    :    :        .'i^  L       l^3o       ] 

Postage   added  to  foreign   xubseriptioni^. 


^fRS.  J.  G.  EDWARDS,  Proprietor. 
E.  II.  BACON,  Manager  and  Editor. 

508  Montgomery  St.,  San  Eranci.tco. 


Vol.  57. 


MARCH,    1900. 


No.  3. 
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The  Coast  Review  Manual. 


PRAISED    BY    UNDERWRITERS. 


Following  are  a  few  expressions  in 
favor  of  The  Coast  Review  Manual,  by 
Agents  and  Managers : 

It  is  a  great  help. 

It  is  certainly  perfection. 

Contains  information  not  to  be  obtained  from 
any  other  source. 

I  could  not  well  do  without  it. 

I  find  within  its  pages  a  vast  amount  of  useful 
information. 

I  have  never  seen  any  other  manual  that  would 
give  the  local  agent  as  much  intelligent  aid. 

We  keep  it  ready  at  hand,  referring  to  it  often, 
using  it  as  an  authority. 

It  is  the  best  instruction  booh  for  agents. 

I  note  many  items  of  advantage  to  me,  and  for 
which  I  have  loohed  in  vain  elsewhere. 

The  best  booh  of  the  hind  published. 

It  is  easily  understood. 

Most  complete,  concise  and  clearly  written  bool< 
of  the  kind  I  have  ever  seen. 

Glues  required  information  better  than  all 
"compact"  boohs  combined. 

Had  I  the  Coast  Review  Manual  when  I  first 
commenced  the  business  I  would  now  know  a 
great  deal  more  about  insurance  and  have  saved 
the  companies  and  myself  a  great  deal  of  cor- 
respondence. 

Exactly  fills  a  long  felt  want. 

Diagrams  and  general  arrangement  specially 
helpful  for  ready  reference. 

The  names  nf  the  writers  of  the  foregoing 
have  already  been  printed  in  these  columns. 

%;gg-:g;§i&f=gg-:f:g:§g-gg-:g:gg;&g-:g;§:g§-:g;:2 


Our    Digest    of   Recent    Insurance    Decisions. 
FIRE. 

Title.  Where  a  policy  required  that  the 
interest  of  insured  should  be  absolute, 
and  the  testimony  conflicted  as  to  whether 
the  property  belonged  to  insured  or  his 
wife,  it  was  error  to  charge  that  it  was 
not  essential  that  plaintitf  be  the  abso- 
lute owner,  but  that  any  general  property 
or  pecuniary  interest  in  it  was  sufficient 
to  entitle  plaintiff  to  recover. — German- 
American  Ins.  Co.  V.  Paul,  53  S.  W.  442. 

Appraisal,  A  fire  insurance  policy 
Replacement,  contained  a  provision,  re- 
lating to  both  personal  property  and 
buildings  insured,  that  in  case  of  loss  or 
damage  the  amount  of  the  same  should 
be  ascertained  or  estimated  by  the  par- 
ties, or,  in  case  of  disagreement,  by 
appraisers  to  be  selected,  and  that,  when 
so  estimated,  and  proof  of  loss  made,  the 
same  should  be  payable  (3C  days  after  re- 
ceipt of  such  proof,  but  that  "it  shall  be 
optional,  however,  with  this  company,  to 
take  all  or  any  part  of  the  articles  at  such 
ascertained  or  appraised  value,  and  also 
to  repair,  rebuild,  or  replace  the  property 
lostordam  aged*  *  *  within  a  reason- 
able time  on  giving  notice  within  30  days 
after  receipt  of  the  proof  herein  required 
of  its  intention  so  to  do."  It  further 
provided  that  the  company  should  not  be 
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held  to  have  waived  any  provision  or  con- 
dition of  the  policy  "by  any  act  or  re- 
quirement or  proceeding  relative  to  the 
appraisal."  Held,  that  the  estimate  or 
appraisal  was  a  preliminary  to,  or  a  part 
of,  the  final  proof  of  loss  required,  and 
that  participation  by  the  company  in  an 
appraisal  to  ascertain  the  damage  done  to 
an  insured  building  did  not  constitute  an 
election  on  its  part  to  pay  such  damage  in 
monej^  which  precluded  it  from  there- 
after exercising  its  option  to  rebuild  or 
repair  on  notice  given  within  30  days 
after  the  award  of  the  appraisers  was 
made. — Langan  v.  ^tna  Ins.  Co.,  96  F. 
705. 

Foreclosure.  The  fact  that  a  mortgagee 
foreclosed  her  mortgage  on  property  par- 
tially destroyed  by  fire  to  the  full  amount 
of  her  debt  is  immaterial,  as  between  the 
mortgagee  and  an  insurance  company  in- 
suring her  interest  in  the  property,  since 
the  amount  of  recovery  on  the  mortgage 
is  a  matter  between  the  mortgagors  and 
mortgagee. — Sun  Ins.  Office  v.  Beneke,  5.3 
S.  W.  98. 

False  A  policy  on  lumber  destroyed 
Swearing,  by  fire  provided  that  it  should 
be  void  for  fraud  oi"  false  swearing  by  as- 
sured. Proofs  of  loss  showed  over  3,000,- 
000  feet,  valued  at  $27,109.75,  which 
amount  was  found  by  adding  toaprevious 
inventory  logs  drawn  from  assurod's  land, 
and  logs  purchased,  and  deducting  lumber 
sold  and  logs  remaining  after  the  fire. 
Assured 's  bookkeeper  testified  from  his 
books  to- the  amount  of  logs  purchased, 
which  showed  purchases  from  some  20 
persons,  none  of  whom,  when  called, 
agreed  with  his  testimony  as  to  the 
amount  of  logs  delivered,  and  some  denied 
delivering  logs  at  all.  Others  produced 
pass  books,  in  which  the  bookkeeper  had 
entered  the  amount  of  logs  sold  by  them 
to  assured,  which  differed  materially  from 
assured 's  books.  Log  cutters  testified 
that  they  cut  and  hauled  the  logs  from 
assured 's  land,  and  that  they  were  paid 
for  885,740  feet,  while  in  the  proofs  of  loss 
assured  claimed  1,187,720  feet.  Logs 
hauled  were  credited  in  the  scale  books  to 


each  teamster,  an.d  the  amount  of  thi'se 
purchased  cori-esponded  with  the  amount 
credited  log  cutters  in  the  ledger,  with 
the  exception  of  11  pages,  showing  an  ex- 
cess of  logs  drawn  from  assured 's  land  and 
not  credited  to  any  teamster.  The  num- 
ber of  logs  credited  on  assured 's  scale 
books,  excluding  the  11  pages,  was  8,179, 
and  with  such  pages  10,223,  while  the 
number  of  logs  found  by  plaintiff's  scaler 
wasonly  8,379.  The  bookkeeper's  testi- 
mony was  contradicted  in  all  important 
particulars,  and  his  books  did  not  agi-ee. 
Assured  admitted  that  they  had  sold  over 
186,000  feet  more  than  stated  in  their 
proofs  of  loss,  and  there  was  also  testi- 
mony tending  to  impeach  the  accuracy  of 
the  inventory.  Held,  that  a  special  ver- 
dict finding  assured  not  guilty  of  false 
swearing,  within  the  terms  of  policy,  and 
in  favor  of  plaintiffs  on  all  the  other  issues, 
was  contrary  to  the  evidence.  Wuderlich 
V.  Palatine  Ins.  Co.,  80  N.  W.  467. 

Oral  While  G.  and  O.,  a  partnership. 
Renewal,  held  an  insurance  policj'  in  de- 
fendant company  on  a  stock  of  goods,  G. 
bought  out  O. 's  interest,  and  continued 
the  business.  On  January  18th,  while 
defendant's  agent,  who  was  authorized  to 
deliver  policies  and  collect  premiums,  was 
in  G.'s  store  on  other  than  insurance  bus- 
iness, G.  informed  him  that  the  policy 
had  run  out,  and  that  he  desired  to  renew 
the  same  for  the  same  amount,  and  upon 
the  same  terms,  as  the  former  policy, 
whereupon  the  agent  promised  that  he 
would  renew  it  immediatelj',  knowing  that 
G.  was  then  the  sole  owner  of  the  stoi-e, 
and  nothing  was  said  as  to  payment  of 
the  premium,  but,  the  agent  being  in- 
debted to  G.  for  goods,  a  credit  for  the 
premium  was  contemplated  by  the  parties. 
Previous  to  said  transaction,  the  agent 
had  issued  two  policies  to  G.,  for  which 
he  did  not  collect  premiums  at  the  making 
of  the  contract  or  the  delivery  of  the  poli- 
cies, but  credited  the  same  on  account. 
Subsequent  to  said  promise  to  renew,  and 
without  the  policy's  having  been  deliv- 
ered, the  property  was  destroyed  by  fire, 
and  the  agent  was  orally  notified  thereof 


The    Coast   ReVicvO 


T29 


on  tho  sanio  day.  Afterwards  the  prem- 
ium was  tendered,  and  demand  was  made 
on  the  ag-ent  for  tlie  policy,  which  was  re- 
fused. Held,  that  defendant  was  liable 
for  the  amount  specitied  in  the  expired 
policy,  as  there  was  a  contract  to  insure 
between  G.  and  defendant,  and  not  merely 
a  contract  to  issue  a  policy. — Western 
Assur.  Co.  V.  McAlpin,  55  N.  E.  119. 

Separate        Where  each  of  several  classes 
Sums.  of    personal    property    is   in- 

sured for  a  separate  amount,  each  class 
must  be  considered  separately,  and  the 
recovery  under  each  item  kept  both 
within  the  value  of  the  property  and  in- 
surance embraced  therein. — iEtna  Ins. 
Co.  v.  Glasg'ow  Electric  Light  &  Power 
Co.,  52  S.  W.975. 

Under  Ky.  St.  g  700,  making  insurance 
companies  liable  for  the  full  amount  of 
insurance  on  real  property  where  there 
is  a  total  loss,  where  an  electric  power 
house  and  the  machinery  therein  are 
insured  for  separate  amounts  by  the 
same  policy,  the  total  loss  of  the  house 
entitles  insured  to  the  full  amount  of 
insurance  thereon,  though  the  loss  of  the 
machinery  be  only  partial. — JEtna.  Ins. 
Co.  V.  Glasgow  Electric  Light  &  Power 
Co.,  52  S.  W.  975. 

Reinsurance.        B.  procured  S.  to  transfer 
Title.  certain  insured  premises  to 

T.,  in  anticipation  that  the  latter  would 
accept  the  same  in  satisfaction  of  a  debt 
due  him  from  B.  The  deed  from  S.  was 
handed  to  B.,  and  recorded  by  him;  but, 
before  T.  had  accepted  the  conveyance, 
the  building  on  the  premises  was  burned, 
and  thereupon  T.  refused  to  accept,  and 
B.  reconveyed  to  S.  Held,  that  there 
was  no  change  of  ownership  in  the  prop- 
erty which  necessitated  notice  to  the  in- 
surer, under  a  mortgage  clause  in  the  pol- 
icy requii'ing  the  mortgagee  to  notify  the 
insured  of  any  such  change. 

A  contract  by  which  a  fire  insurance 
company  undertakes  to  adjust  and  pay 
losses  under  the  policies  of  another  com- 
liany,  thereby  reinsured  by  it,  as  it  would 
undei"  its  own  policies  if  issued  direct  to 
the  said  assui-ed,  in  pursuance  of  which  it 


assumes  the  management  of  tho  bubiness 
of  tho  latter  company,  when  assented  to 
by  the  (;reditoisof  the  retiring  company, 
makes  the  latter  and  the  reinsuring  com- 
pany jointly  liable  foi-  a  loss  under  a  i-isk 
thus  reinsured. 

Whei-e  the  risks  of  a  (ire  insurance  com- 
pany are  reinsured  in  another  company, 
under  a  contract  whereby  the  latter  as- 
sumes the  management  and  control  of  the 
business  of  the  original  insurei-,  and 
agrees  to  make  adjustment  and  prompt 
payment  of  its  losses,  proofs  of  loss  under 
a  policy  issued  by  said  original  insurer 
may  be  made  to  the  reinsuring  company. 
Whitney  v.  American  and  Northwestern, 
Cal.  S.  C,  59  P.  R.  897. 

Death.  An  owner  of  insured  propei'ty 
Title.  conveyed  the  same  to  her  broth- 
er, to  avoid  the  expense  of  probate,  and 
died  a  few  days  thereafter.  Before  her 
death  the  agent  of  the  insurance  company 
was  notified  of  the  deed.  Shortly  after 
her  death  the  property  was  destroyed  by 
fire.  The  policy  contained  the  usual  pro- 
visions avoiding  the  insurance  on  change 
of  title.  Held  that,  as  there  was  no  title 
in  insured  or  her  estate  at  the  time  of  the 
loss,  the  notice  could  in  no  way  avail  in 
recovering  the   insurance    by  the  estate. 

A  suit  commenced  within  the  60  days 
given  by  a  policy  of  insurance  for  pay- 
ment of  the  loss,  after  proofs  are  made,  is 
prematurely  brought. 

Where  plaintiff,  in  his  complaint  on  an 
insurance  policy,  alleges  that  proofs  of 
loss  wei'e  furnished  defendant,  he  cannot 
ui'ge  that  pi'oofs  of  loss  were  waived.— Gil- 
Ion    v.  Northern,  Cal.  S.  C.  59  P.  R.  901. 

MAHINE. 

Under  a  marine  policy  which  contains 
a  clause  which  provides  "that  other 
insurance. on  the  property  aforesaid,  of 
date  the  same  day  as  this  instrument, 
shall  be  deemed  simultaneous  her-ewith, 
and"  the  said  company  shall  not  be  liable 
for  more  than  a  ratable  contribution  in 
the  proportion  of  tho  sum  by  them 
insured,  to  the  aggregate  of  such  simul- 
taneous insurance, "  two  policies  issued 
on  different  days,  but  to  become  operative 
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on  the  same  futui'e  day  at  noon,  are  not 
simultaneous,  so  as  to  make  the  insurers 
only  proportionally  liable. — Carleton  v. 
China  Mat.  Ins.  Co.,  54  N.  E.  559. 

A  policy  on  the  steamer  N.  provided 
that  the  insurance  should  cover  any 
other  steamer  which  should  take  her 
place  "to  the  same  extent  as  if  this 
policy  were  originally  and  specifically 
written  upon  the  steamer  so  substituted; 
*  *  *  notice  of  such  substitution  to  be 
given. "  The  C.  was  substituted  for  the 
N.,  and  due  notice  given.  Held,  that  the 
policy,  by  its  terms,  thereafter  attached 
to  the  C,  and  did  not  reattach  to  the  N., 
when  she  resumed  her  place.  Barrett 
and  Ingraham,  J.,  dissenting.  Judg- 
ment (1896)  41  N.  Y.  S.  1024,  10  App.  Div. 
278,  reversed. — New  Haven  Steamboat 
Co.  V.  Providence-Washington  Ins.  Co., 
54  N.  E.  1093. 

LIFE. 

Division  of  A  provision  in  policy  entit- 
Surplus.  ling  it  to  participate  in  the 
distribution  of  the  surplus  of  the  com- 
pany issuing  it,  according  to  such 
methods  as  may  be  adopted  by  the  com- 
pany, does  not  require  a  distribution  of 
the  entire  surpkis. 

A  provision  in  the  charter  of  company 
that  each  policy  shall  be  credited  with  an 
equitable  share  of  the  company's  surplus 
does  not  require  the  distribution  of  the 
entire  surplus,  but  only  of  such  portion  of 
the  same  as  the  officers  of  the  company 
may  determine  can  be  safely  distributed, 
in  view  of  the  future  contingencies  of  the 
business;  and,  in  the  absence  of  any  alle- 
gation of  wrongdoing  or  mistake  by  them, 
their  apportionment  is  prima  facie  to  be 
I'egarded  as  equitable.  .ludgment  and 
order  (1899)  57  N.  Y.  S.  871,  40  App.  Div. 
180,  reversed. — Greff  v.  Equitable  Life 
Assur.  Soc.  of  United  States,  54  N.  E. 
712,  160  N.  Y.  19. 

Vested  In-        A  certificate  issued  by  a  ben- 
terest.  eficial   insurance  association 

upon  the  life  of  a  member,  in  favor  of  a 
third  person,  where  neither  the  constitu- 
tion or  by-laws  of  the  society  nor  the 
certificate  confers  upon   the  members   a 


power  to  change  the  .beneficiary,  invests 
the  beneficiary  with  a  vested  interest  in 
the  certificate. — Locomotive  Engineers' 
Mut.  Life  &  Ace.  Ins.  Ass'n  v.  Winter- 
stein,  44  A.  199. 

Where,  under  the  laws  of  a  benefit  soci- 
ety, the  holder  of  a  certificate  has  the 
full  power  to  direct  the  disposal  of  the 
benefit  and  to  change  the  designated  ben- 
eficiary, and  there  is  nothing  in  the  cer- 
tificate giving  the  rights  to  representa- 
tives of  the  beneficiary,  neither  the 
beneficiary  nor  her  I'epresentatives  ac- 
quire any  vested  rights  under  the  certifi- 
eate  during  the  life  of  the  holder. — 
Supreme  Council  American  Legion  of 
Honor  v.  Adams,  44  A.  380. 

Illegal  Assess-        A  plaintiff,  in   an    action 
ments.  against  an  assessment  in- 

surance company  to  recover  the  amount 
of  illegal  assessments,  cannot  recover  the 
amount  of  illegal  assessments  paid  with 
full  knowledge  of  all  the  facts. — Howard 
V.  Mutual  Reserve  Fund  Life  Ass'n,  34 
S.  E.  199. 

The  New  York  A  term  contract  of  life 
Notice  Law.  insurance   for    one   year, 

governed  by  the  laws  of  New  York,  was 
made  in  1889,  and  became  subject  to  the 
statute  of  1877,  relating  to  forfeitures. 
Prior  to  the  repeal  of  such  law,  in  1892, 
there  had  been  default  in  the  payment  of 
renewal  premiums,  which,  by  the  terms 
of  the  policy,  rendered  the  insurance  for- 
feited, but,  by  virtue  of  the  statute,  it 
remained  in  force,  owing  to  the  failure  of 
the  company  to  serve  the  required  notice. 
After  the  repeal  of  such  law,  and  the 
enactment  of  the  new  law  of  1892,  which 
excepted  such  policies  from  those  requir- 
ing notice  before  forfeiture,  there  were 
further  defaults  in  the  payment  of  matur- 
ing premiums.  Held  that,  as  to  all  pre- 
miums maturing  after  the  repeal  of  the 
law  of  1877,  the  policy  was  not  affected  by 
such  law,  but  became  forfeited  on  the 
nonpayment  of  such  premiums  in  accord- 
ance with  its  own  provisions.  Judgment 
(C.  C.  1899)  91  F,  728,  affirmed.— Rosen- 
planter  V.  Provident  Sav.  Life  Assur. 
Soc.  of  New  York,  96  F.  721. 
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Waiuer.  Any  untrue  statement  in  an 
application  for  insurance,  when  made  a 
part  of  the  policy,  and  by  the  insured 
warranted  to  ])e  true,  avoids  the  policy  of 
insurance,  regardless  of  the  question  of 
its  materiality;  yet  the  insurance  com- 
pany may  by  its  conduct  waive  its  right 
to  insist  upon  such  forfeiture.  The  ac- 
ceptance and  retention  of  money  in  pay- 
ment of  premiums  after  the  insurance 
company  has  knowledge  of  all  the  facts 
constitute  sucli  waiver. — Johnson  v.  Mass. 
Benefit,  Kan.  S.  C,  59  P.  R.  669. 

Waiuer.  After  a  policy  by  its  terms  had 
lapsed,  the  insui-ance  company  wrote 
assured  offering  to  reinstate  the  policy 
within  a  certain  time.  The  assured 
replied  that  he  had  no  means  to  keep  the 
policy  paid,  and  was  sorry  to  have  to  let 
it  lapse.  Held,  that  this  was  not  evidence 
of  a  waiver  of  the  forfeiture. — Linn  v. 
New  York  Life  Ins.  Co.,  78  Mo.  App.  192, 
2  Mo.  App.  Rep'r.  20L 

ACeiDEMT. 

Voluntary  In  an  action  on  a  policy  of 
Exposure.  insurance  which  provided 
that  there  should  be  no  recovery  for 
death  by  accident  where  the  insured 
voluntarily  exposed  himself  to  unneces- 
sary danger,  it  appeared  that  insured, 
while  attempting  to  board  a  train  moving 
at  the  rate  of  from  8  to  10  miles  an  hour, 
or  less,  was  struck  on  the  head  by  the 
ticket-office  building,  as  the  train  passed 
it,  and  was  killed.  There  was  no  evi- 
dence that  he  knew  of  such  building,  or 
that  he  know  he  was  exposing  himself  to 
danger.  Held,  that  the  question  as  to 
whether  he  voluntarily  exposed  himself 
to  unnecessary  danger  was  one  of  fact  for 
the  jury.  Judgment  (1898)  79  111.  App. 
245,  affirmed. — Fidelity  &  Casualty  Co.  v. 
Sittig,  54  N.  E.  903,  181  111.  111. 

Walking  on        A  traveling  coal  salesman  is 
Railiuays.  not  within  the  exception  in 

policy  clause  providing  there  shall  be  no 
recovery  if  insured  be  injured  while 
"walking  or  being  on  any  railroad  bridge 
or  roadbed  (railroad  employes  excepted),  " 
merely  because  the  duties  of  his  vocation 


render  it  nocessai'y  tluit  ho  sliould  go  on 
the  roadbed  of  railroads. — Yancey  v. 
yl^:tna,  33  S.  E.  979. 

Proofs  Where  beneficiary  notified  com- 

Waiued.  pany  of  insured's  death,  and 
requested  it  to  send  her  blanks  for  proof, 
as  was  its  custom,  and  the  company  sent 
her  a  blank  notice  of  death  for  her  to  fill 
in,  at  the  same  time  informing  her  that 
it  would  later  send  her  others,  and  by  its 
statements  and  conduct  induced  her  to 
rely  on  it  to  fui-nish  appropriate  blanks, 
until  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  for 
making  proof  of  death,  it  can  not  take 
advantage  of  its  failure  to  do  so,  and  is 
deemed  to  have  waived  proof  of  death. — 
Standard  v.  S.,  .53  S^.  W.  49. 

Occupation.  One  insured  as  against  ac- 
cident as  a  barber  and  restaurant  keeper 
was  accidentally  shot  and  injured  while 
hunting  rabbits,  but  it  appeared  that 
hunting  was  only  an  incident  to  his  daily 
life.  Held,  that  the  matter  of  hunting  is 
not  to  be  regarded  as  an  occupation,  and 
is  not  to  be  used  as  a  basis  of  classifica- 
tion in  determining  the  amount  of  indem- 
nity payable  to  the  insured. 

Waiuer.  An  ottier  by  the  insurance  com- 
pany of  a  sum  smaller  than  that  claimed 
by  the  insured,  and  an  averment  of  the 
same  in  the  answer  of  the  insurance  com- 
pany, waive  the  defense  that  the  insured 
was  not  entitled  to  anything  because  the 
injury  resulted  from  exposure  to  unneces- 
sary danger. 

In  the  matter  of  the  reception  of  incom- 
plete proofs  of  injury,  and  the  request  for 
further  information  from  the  insured  by 
the  insurance  company,  the  decision  of 
the  case  of  Insurance  Co.  v.  Davis,  53 
Pac.  856,  50  Kan.  521,  is  followed. 

Immaterial        A  slight  misstatement  as  to 
Error.  -  the  cause  of  the  injury,  mis- 

takenly made  to  the  insurance  company 
in  behalf  of  the  insured  by  the  physician 
who  attended  him,  will  not  prevent  the 
insured  from  showing  the  actual  facts. — 
Sheppard  v.  Wildey  Casualty  Co.,  Kan, 
S.  C,  59  P.  R.  651. 
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Anglo-American  Fire. 

A  small  Toi'onto,  Can.,  company,  thi; 
with  only   $46,110  capital  stock  paid 
and  only  $(58,137  cash  assets.     The  nqfae 
is  the  higgcst  asset. 


Increase  of  Net  Surplus. 
Out  of  103  fire  offices  in  thg  United 
States,  only  41  report  increase  of  net  sur- 
plus; 111  report  increase  of  premium  re- 
ceipts. Of  127  American  companies,  18 
paid  no  dividends  to  stockholders. 


First  Fruit  of  the  Season. 

To  Insurance  Commissioner  E.  D.  Sco- 
field  we  are  indebted  for  a  copy  of  the  first 
state  insurance  report  issued  this  year. 
It  came  on  February  21,  which,  so  far  as 
we  can  recall,  is  the  earliest  date,  for  a 
state  insurance  report,  ever  recorded  in 
these  pages. 

Mention  is  made  of  the  fact  that  during 
1899  the  names  of  two  fire  offices  were 
changed  to  "The  Manchester  Assurance 
Company"  and  to  "The  Law  Union  and 
Crown  Insurance  Company." 

Commissioner  Scofield  deplores  the  de- 
moralization in  fire  insurance.  As  he 
says,  "it  cannot  be  truthfully  claimed 
that  this  or  any  other  business  which, 
through  competition,  is  conducted  upon 
terms  or  by  methods  resulting  in  loss, 
will  in  the  long  run,  be  of  benefit,  either 
to  those  interested  in  it  or  to  the  public." 

The  companies  reporting  to  the  Con- 
necticut insurance  department  added  over 
a  million  to  their  assets,  but  their  liabili- 
ties increased  $8,132,184,  Their  net  sur- 
plus decreased  $7,08(3,201. 

This  tells  the  stoi-y  of  a  bad  year  in  fire 
underwriting. 

But  the  country  is  growing,  and  prem- 
iums increased  over  $4,000,000. 

The  percentage  of  net  losses  incurred  to 
net  premiums  earned  was  70.63  j^er  cent. 

The  percentage  of  expenses  incurred  to 
net  premiums  earned  was  40.20  per  cent., 
a  gain  of  1.26  per  cent. 

The  amount  in  force  is  $20,617,773,859, 
a  gain  of  nearly  a  billion  two  hundred 
million. 


The  Rogers  Disappearance  Case. 

The  jury  in  Judge  Hunt's  court,  which 
was  chosen  to  decide  the  question  whether 
Hiram  K.  Rogers  committed  suicide  or  is 
still  alive,  recently  brought  in  a  verdict 
against  the  Manhattan  Life  Insurance 
Company,  thus  declaring  the  said  Rogers 
dead  in  law,  no  matter  where  he  may  be 
located.  Rogers  was  a  purser  on  vessels 
of  the  Pacific  Coast  Steamship  Co.  for 
about  fifteen  years.  He  resigned  his  po- 
sition, and  on  June  9,  1897,  left  for  Los 
Angeles  on  the  steamer  Santa  Rosa,  os- 
tensibly to  seek  employment  in  the  south- 
ern part  of  the  state.  His  former  em- 
ployers declined  to  engage  him  again  after 
his  i-esignation,  and  he  had  been  earning 
nothing  for  several  months. 


liof/ers  as  He  Prolmbly  Looks  Xoiv. 

The  Santa  Rosa  docked  at  Port  Har- 
ford about  4:30  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of 
June  10th.  About  6:30  o'clock  that  morn- 
ing a  sealed  letter  to  the  captain  of  the 
steamer  was  found  in  Roger- 's  room  on 
board.     It  was  as  follows: 

Steamship  Santa  Rosa,  June  9,  1897. — Cap- 
tain E.  Alexander — Dear  Sir:  Since  leaving 
the  city  it  occurred  to  me  that  it  would  be  so 
easy  to  go  over  the  side  and  get  rid  of  all  the 
trials  and  troubles  of  life  that  1  concluded  to 
do  so  and  avoid  a  funeral. 


"AMERICAN  THROUGH  AND  THROUGH." 
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OF  NEW  YORK  CITY 


EXTRACT  FROM  STATEMENT  MADE  Jan'y  1,  1900. 

CASH   CAPITAL,  -  -  $1,000,000.00 

(Reserves  for  Insurance  in  force,  Etc.      4,774,665.72 
Net  Surplus,  -  -  -  4,034.995.11 

Policyholders' Surplus,  -  -    5,034,995.11 

GROSS  ASSETS,       -  -  9,809,660.83 


TORNADO    INSURANCE    WRITTEN. 

Write  for m 


"SAFETY  FUND"  CIRCULAR. 


Main  Office:  Continental  Bldg,    46  Cedar  St.,  New  York. 

F.   O.   MOORE,    President, 


HENRY    EVANS,  Vice- Pres. 


EDWARD  LANNING,  Secy. 


Western  Department:       Rialto  Building,  ^    CHICAGO,  Illinois. 

HaTin?  Charge  of  Pacific  Coast  and  All  States  West  of  Ohio. 

GEO.  E.  KLINE,   General   Manager 
0.  R.  TUTTLE,  Ass't  Gen'l  Manager. 

D.  W.  GRAVES,  Special  Agent  for  California, 

p.  O.  Box  2536  SAN  FRANCISCO.  Cal. 

F.  P.   WILSON,  Special  Agent, 

p.  O.  Box  926  LOS  ANGELES.  Cal. 

W.  A.  WILLIAMS,  Special  Agent, 

For  Washington,  Oregon  and  Idaho,  P.  O.  Box  750,  PORTLAND.  Ore. 


F.  H.  RHOADS,  Special  Agent, 

For  Colorado,  Wyoming,  Utah,  New  Mexico  and  Montana* 
P.  O.  Box  1432,  DENVER,  Colorado. 


Losses  Paid  since  Organization  in  1852  to  date  over 

FORTY    MILLION    DOLLARS. 

Chicago  and  Boston  conflagration  Losses  Paid  In  Full. 


§  Protects  its  Loyal  Agents !   I   No  Overhead  Writing! 

RESPONSIBLE    AGENTS    WANTED. 
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My  reasons  are  so  numerous  that  it  is  use- 
less to  enter  into  them,  and  I  will  only  say 
that  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  life  is 
not  worth  living,  and  it  is  not  either  finances 
or  insanity. 

With  an  apology  for  having  come  on  your 
steamer,  yours  truly,  n.  k.  rogers. 

There  was  no  sign  of  tremor  in  tlie 
handwriting-.  It  is  known  that  Rogers's 
domestic  relations  were  not  agreeable, 
and  it  is  believed  that  he  took  this 
method  of  running  away. 

A  waiter  on  the  Santa  Rosa  testified 
that  on  the  evening  of  June  9th  Rogers 
told  him  that  he  did  not  feel  like  going 
down  to  dinner.  At  4  o'clock  in  the 
morning  he  savr  the  door  of  Rogers'  room 
open  and  the  light   within  burning,    and 


Rof/ers  as  He   Looleed    When    He    Disappeared. 

he  went  in  to  make  up  the  couch,  but  saw 
that  it  had  not  been  occupied.  He  no- 
ticed the  letter  on  the  table  and  took  it 
to  Captain  Alexander,  who  did  not  open 
it  until  long  after.  Rogers'  Prince 
Albert  coat  and  his  hat  were  in  the  room, 
and  his  valise  was  on  the  table.  In  the 
valise  were  some  cuffs  and  collars  only, 
Rogers  was  very  inconsiderate,  for  he 
might  easily  have  leaped  overboard  in 
the  presence  of  witnesses.  He  need  not 
have  gone  farther  than  a  San  Francisco 
ferry-boat,  at  an  expense  of  ten  cents. 


.  Captain  Alexander  and  the  other  officers 
of  the  ship  also  gave  testimony,  which 
led  to  the  conclusion  that  Rogers  could 
not  be  found  on  board,  and  that  he  did 
not  get  off  the  steamer  when  the  other 
passengers  did.  A  watchman  at  the 
Broadway  dock,  San  Francisco,  testi- 
fied that  two  women  walked  down  the 
wharf  with  Rogers  when  he  went  on 
board  the  steamer.  He  said  that  Rogers 
did  not  carry  a  valise,  but  a  basket-valise, 
which  might  easily  have  contained  an- 
other suit  of  clothes. 

The  valise  was  found,  but  not  the  bas- 
ket-valise. C.  M.  Goodall  testified  that 
passengers  could  get  off  the  steamer  at 
Port  Harford  without  going  down  the 
gangplank.  It  is  believed  that  Rogers, 
who  was  familiar  with  the  ship,  concealed 
himself,  and  slipped  away  unobserved 
when  the  vessel  was  docked  in  the  early 
morning. 

The  portraits  printed  herewith  show 
Rogers  without  a  beard,  and  as  he  is  sup- 
posed to  look  now,  wearing  one.  It  is 
firmly  believed  by  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances of  the  family  that  Rogers  is  in  some 
mining  camp  on  the  Coast,  or  has  gone  to 
Alaska  to  retrieve  his  fallen  fortunes.  He 
had  been  out  of  employment  several 
months,  and  is  said  to  have  lost  consider- 
able of  his  savings  playing  the  races. 
The  situation  at  home  had  grown  decided- 
ly uncomfortable.  But  the  ever  sympa- 
thizing jury  fell  into  the  usual  reasoning 
of  all  such  juries,  and  the  wife  has  her 
verdict  against  the  company  for  $5,000, 
the  face  of  the  policy. 

The  company  will  appeal  from  this 
judgment;  and  as  the  appeal  will  not 
likely  be  determined  by  the  supreme 
court  of  California  for  two  or  three  years, 
the  company  and  the  authorities  will 
have  that  much  time  to  find  the  where- 
abouts of  Rogers,  if  he  is  still  alive. 


Orange  Co.  Farmers'  Mutual. — 
The  year's  receipts  were  $262.30,  of  which 
the  secretary  and  treasurer  took  $211.03 
for  services.  The  balance  on  hand  is 
$8.47.  There  was  one  loss  claim  in  1899. 
It  has  not  been  paid. 
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A  Facetious  Portlander . 
From  The  Oregonian  of  recent  date :  Of 
course,  the  frame  buildiugs  on  Sixth  street 
partially  destroyed  by  fire  Tuesday  night 
should  be  rebuilt  of  frame,  and  if  possible, 
roofed  with  tar.  The  spectacle  of  a  burning 
building  is  something  which  is  enjoyed  by 
young  and  old,  by  the  howling  tough  and  the 
grave  and  reverend  clergyman.  People  will 
leave  their  firesides,  their  beds,  the  dinner 
table,  the  theater,  and  almost  praj-er  meeting, 
to  see  a  fire,  and  they  will  stand  and  watch 
it  with  unabated  interest  though  sleet  beats 
upon  their  backs  or  chilling  winds  howl  round 
about  their  ears.  There  has  been  very  little  of 
this  form  of  amusement  in  Portland  of  late, 
and  if  property-owners  insist  on  rebuilding 
every  structure  that  is  demolished  by  fire  of 
brick  or  stone  it  will  soon  die  out  altogether. 
If  we  are  to  have  many  fires,  and  good  ones, 
we  should  not  allow  anything  to  interfere 
with  the  erection  of  wooden  buildings,  especi- 
ally within  the  fire  limits,  for  here  is  the  only 
place  where  inflammable  matex-ial— the  kind 
that  is  best  qualified  to  make  a  spectacular 
tire — has  a  chance  to  ignite.  Besides  if  all  the 
buildings  are  fireproof  and  refuse  to  burn, 
what  is  our  expensive  fire  department  going 
to  do  to  earn  the  money  expended  upon  it  ? 


Paris  Exposition  Buildings  to  be  Well  Guarded 
Against  Fire. 

The  Paris  exhibition  administration  have 
promulgated  their  regulations  for  fire  pi'o- 
tection  in  the  grounds.  While  rather  vol- 
uminous they  are  at  the  same  time  most 
admirable  for  their  thoroughness. 

All  wood  of  the  framewoi-k  in  the  buildings 
will  be  covered  with  an  insulating  coat  of 
non-inflammable  material.  All  stairways  will 
be  of  fireproof  material.  The  floors  of  all 
buildings,  palaces,  theaters,  halls,  cafes,  con- 
cert-rooms, exhibition  places,  and  all  railing 
and  balustrades,  will  also  be  of  fireproof  ma- 
terial, and  before  accepted  will  be  thoroughly 
tested  at  the  expense  of  the  contractors.  All 
decorative  canvas,  awnings  and  canvas  cover- 
ings must  also  be  fireproof. 

All  electric  installation  of  cables,  lamps, 
wire.s'and  conductors  in  the  interior  of  the 
buildings  must  be  put  in  under  the  supei"- 
vision  of  the  director  of  exploitation.  All 
motive  power  will  be  admitted  only  under 
rigid  conditions.  The  use  of  celluloid  in 
lamps,  globes,  balloons  and  other  fancy  appar- 
atus for  lighting  decorations  will  be  forbidden. 

The  regulations  for  heating  and   lighting 


provide  that  it  can  only  "be  done  by  gas  or 
electricity.  The  use  of  hydro-carbons,  oils 
and  petroleum,  acetylene  gas  and  other  gases 
than  coal  gas  is  positively  forbidden,  either 
for  heating,  lighting  or  motive  power. 

The  construction  of  meeting  halls,  cafes, 
concert  halls  and  theaters  must  be  of  fire- 
proof material,  and  the  theatre  curtain  must 
be  of  iron  or  asbestos  cloth.  The  lighting  of 
such  places  will  be  exclusively  by  electricity. 

A  fire  service  as  nearly  perfect  as  possible 
will  be  established,  with  a  water  piping  and 
pressure  sufflcent  for  firemen's  service. 


Fire  Protection  Notes. 
On  January  3,  an  exhibition  test  was  given 
in  New  York  of  the  new  searchlight  for  fire 
engines.  Many  officials  of  the  department 
who  were  present  spoke  highly  of  the  light's 
utility. 

The  California  Board  of  Harbor  Commission- 
ers has  been  requested  bj'  the  city's  fire  com- 
missioners,, to  place  more  hydrants  along  East 
street  for  the  better  protection  of  the  state's 
pi'opertj-  along  the  water-front. 

Grass  Vallet,  Cal. — Chief  Conway  reports 
total  number  of  alarms,  thirteen ;  stills,  four. 
Losses  S4,375;  insurance  %=3,251.  The  depart- 
ment has  a  membership  of  ninety  men.  Ap- 
paratus consists  of  sixteen  hundred  and  forty 
feet  of  cotton  and  four  hundred  feet  of  rubber 
hose,  in  good  condition,  four  hose  carts  and 
one  hook  and  ladder  truck.  There  are  eleven 
double  hydrants  distributed  through  the 
town. 

Ix  San  Francisco,  Chief  Sullivan  is  making 
strenuous  efforts  to  have  the  department  re- 
organized forthwith.  As  matters  stand,  he 
declares,  the  department  is  becoming  demor- 
alized. No  engine  bouses  can  be  closed  nor 
the  number  of  men  reduced.  The  finance 
committee  of  the  supervisors  now  have  the 
suggestions  under  consideration.  Reorganiza- 
tion is  at  a  stand  still  for  lack  of  funds. 

There  has  been  introduced  in  the  common 
council  at  Portland,  Or.,  an  ordinance  making 
it  unlawful  to  store  or  keep  within  the  city's 
limits  any  refined  product  of  petroleum  oil,  or 
any  kind  of  combustible  oil,  unless  the  same 
shall  be  stored  in  iron  tanks  in  a  building  or 
warehouse  constructed  of  brick  or  stone,  not 
to  exceed  two  stories  in  height,  which  ware- 
house must  in  all  respects  be  fireproof,  and 
which  iron  tanks  and  warehouses  shall  be  sur- 
rounded by  a  stone  or  brick  wall  of  sufficient 
height,  and  such  enclosure  to  be  of  sufficient 
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capacity  to  secure  the  whole  of  the  oil  that 
could  be  placed  in  the  iron  tanks  within  such 
enclosure. 

The  exception  is  oOO  gallons.  Heavy  penal- 
ties are  provided  for,  and  these  go  into  effect 
upon  the  passage  of  the  ordinance. 

The  department  at  The  Dalles,  Or.,  has  re- 
cently been  brought  up  to  a  high  standard  in 
equipment  by  the  addition  of  a  new  chemical 
engine  and  a  new  hook  and  ladder  truck. 
This,  together  with  the  new  fire  alarm  system 
now  in  good  working  order  and  so  reported 
after  a  thorough  examination  by  Manager 
Olney  of  District  D.,  places  The  Dalles  high 
up  on  the  list  of  well  protected  towns. 

A  Well  Protected  Town. — A  correspondent 
writing  from  Bisbee,  Ariz.,' says:  "We  have 
a  very  well  protected  town  here.  The  town 
and  the  mining  company  together  keep  up 
quite  a  fire  protection  plant,  and  the  firemen 
are  all  property  owners.  There  has  been  no 
fire  in  years  we  have  failed  to  confine  within 
the  building  in  which  it  started."  An  agency 
for  a  fire  ofdce  is  wanted  at  Brisbee.  Particu- 
lars at  this  office. 

It  appears  that  a  Mrs.  Ward,  a  clairvoyant, 
predicted  several  large  fires  at  Augusta,  Ga., 
naming  the  locations,  and  the  newspapers 
there  published  her  prophecies.  A  man 
named  Stoy,  who  had  been  caught  in  the  act 
of  firing  a  tobacco  plant  several  years  ago 
was  put  in  a  lunatic  asylum.  He  was  recently 
released  and  exhibited  signs  of  a  relapse.  He 
has  just  been  arrested,  it  being  charged  that 
an  hour  before  the  Perkins  fire  he  was  heard 
to  say  at  the  Asbury  Church,  about  a  block 
away,  that  "there  would  be  a  hot  time  around 
thereto-night."  It  was  also  alleged  that  he 
was  seen  to  go  into  a  saloon  to  borrow  a  box  of 
matches. — Ins.  Herald. 

The  Vallejo,  Cal.,  Times  is  proud  of  the 
new  fire  alai'm  system  installed  at  a  cost  of 
$5,000,  and  now  in  good  working  order.  We 
would  be  pleased  to  chronicle  the  same  results 
regarding  the  town's  fire  limits  ordinance. 
Permits  to  violate  are  too  often  granted 
which  result  in  making  the  order  a  minor 
quantity.  The  Times  would  soon  find  some- 
thing doing  in  iiisurance  rates,  if  it  would 
just  set  to  work  and  hammer  the  permit 
clause  out  of  existence  and  out  of  the  ordin- 
ance. Try  it  on:  the  merchants.  Times  ad- 
vertisers, will  back  the  editor  till  the  last 
trench  is. gained. 

Agents  there  are  who  may  easily  add  a  bit 
to  their  income  in  a  pleasant  fashion  by  can- 


vassing the  town  for  that  remarkably  enter- 
taining and  instructive  monthly,  the  Review 
of  Reviews,  which  business  and  professional 
men  and  others  find  indispensable  as  a  help  in 
keeping  fully  abreast  of  the  times.  Write 
Review  of  Reviews,  13  Astor  Place,  New 
York  City,  for  terms.  And  we  sha'n't  object 
if  vou  mention  the  Coast  Review. 


The  Electrical  Hazard  and  the  New  Ordi- 
nance. 
San  Francisco  now  has,  by  the  grace  of  one 
of  the  last  acts  of  the  old  board  of  supervisors, 
an  ordinance  in  force  providing  for  the  placing 
of  electrical  wires  in  buildings,  which  de- 
clares that  all  electrical  construction,  all 
material  and  all  appliances  used  in  connection 
with  electrical  work  and  the  operation  of  all 
electrical  appai-atus  in  buildings,  shall  be  in 
conformity  with  the  National  Electrical  Code 
as  adopted  and  established  by  the  National 
Board  of  Fire  Underwriters.  We  should  like 
to  see  Electrical  Inspector  Hewitt  get  the 
I'ight  kind  of  a  start  in  the  performance  of  the 
new  duties  the  ordinance  provides  for  him. 
There  has  been,  heretofore,  no  intelligent 
system  of  local  inspection  in  San  Francisco, 
and  for  years  it  has  been  not  only  the  prey  of 
greedy  electrical  contractors,  indifferent  arch- 
itects and  ignoi'ant  plumbers,  but  it  has  been 
also  the  dumping  ground  for  a  great  quantity 
of  the  worthless  and  obsolete  electrical  mate- 
rial discarded  by  other  cities  of  the  Eastern 
states.  It  would  pay  to  get  the  expert  of  the 
National  Board  out  here  and  to  place  the  city 
in  his  hands  for  a  thorough  and  systematic  in- 
spection. 

Increasing  Business  and  More  Room, 

The  Pacific  Mutual  building  in  San  Fran- 
cisco now  has  handsome  storm  doors  for  the 
entrance  to  the  upper  floors.  The  company 
now  occupies  five  floors  of  the  building,  and 
the  increasing  business  demands  more  space 
every  year.  The  industrial  department  takes 
up  an  entire  floor,  the  life  department  an- 
other, the  accident  department  a  floor,  the 
city  accident  department  a  part  of  the  base- 
ment floor,  the  general  oftices  a  floor.  Other 
parts  of  the  building  are  also  requii-ed.  If  the 
several  city  industrial  departments,  with 
offices  in  various  parts  of  the  city,  could  be 
consolidated  and  given  room  in  the  home-office 
building,  some  of  the  tenants  would  have  to 
find  oftices  elsewhere.  As  it  is,  the  industrial 
department  is  forced  to  rent  offices  across  the 
street. 
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The  Press. 

The  Insurance  Herald  is  a  better  insurance 
paper  under  its  new  management.  The  news 
department  has  also  been  improved. 

The  Western  Underwriter,  of  Chicago  and 
Cincinnati,  is  making  a  great  hit  as  an  insui*- 
ance  newspaper  of  weekly  issue.  Managing 
Editor  C.  M.  Cartwright  has  "a  nose  for 
news"  and  good  judgment  for  the  interests  of 
insurance. 

The  matter,  source  considered,  is  of  course 
beneath  notice;  but  a  local  "contemptible's" 
intimation  that  this  journal  copied  its  tele- 
graphed figures  affords  us  welcome  opportu- 
nity to  say  that  its  alleged  proprietor  would 
be  a  "nervy"  knave  if  nature  had  not  made 
him  a  falsifying  fool.     "Kneel,  dog." 

The  Review  is  a  new  Australian  journal  of 
banking,  insurance  and  finance  which  seems 
to  have  "gone  into  commission"  under  very 
favorable  conditiops.  It  makes  a  handsome 
appearance,  and  is  chartered  as  from  Sydney. 
The  subscription  price  is  £1  Is  per  annum. 
The  new  journal  is  well  worthy  of  support. 
Altogether,  it  is  an  ambitious  undertaking, 
creditable  to  the  publishers  and  the  colony. 
We  have  long  wondered  why  Sydney  had  no 
"insurance  journal,"  since  San  Francisco  sup- 
ports seven  in  riotous  splendor. 

We  regret  to  I'ead  that  Publisher  Living- 
ston is  no  longer  the  "editor  and  general  man- 
ager" of  Insurance  &  Commercial  Magazine. 
We  have  always  enjoyed  his  remarkable 
originalitj'  of  thought  and  diction ;  and  the 
absence  of  prejudice  and  partisanship  in  the 
pages  of  his  great  magazine  has  never  ceased 
to  excite  our  wonder  and  admiration.  If  the 
free  silver  candidate  had  been  elected  presi- 
dent, it  is  16  to  1  that  he  would  have  called 
Mr.  Livingston  to  the  cabinet.  The  country 
little  realizes  what  it  has  lost.  Only  machine 
politics,  it  is  reasonably  certain,  has  pre- 
vented the  spontaneous  nomination  of  the 
brilliant  editor  and  political  economist  for  the 
governorship  of  the  Empire  State. 

Kentucky  Amenity.— Like  other  Bourbons,  the 
veneered  editor  of  our  copper-yellow  Kentucky 
contemporary  never  forgets  an  injury.  When  the 
Coast  Review,  In  '98,  said  he  had  written  himself 
down  an  ass,  in  his  humptious,  silly  paper  read 
before  Coast  underwriters,  this  journal  made  a  life- 
long enemy  of  the  Quixotic  editor  whose  "nerve" 
bade  him  essay  the  role  of  a  teacher  of  gray-bearded 
underwriters.      One    of   his    crude    propositions, 

"The  Coast  Review  is  too  valuable  to  be  without."  H. 
G.  Colton,  Manager,  Portland,  Or. 


gravely  presented,  was  that  fire  locals  should  re- 
ceive only  a  small  renewal  commission,  as  in  life 
insurance.  The  Coast  Review  printed  a  burlesque 
of  the  vain  Bohemian  editor's  paper.  Since  then  we 
have  been  favored  with  many  of  his  venomous 
flings. 


Arson. — Goldsworthy  of  Stockton  was  found 
guilty  of  burglary,  which  is  equivalent  to  be- 
ing found  guilty  of  attempted  arson,  as  he 
entered  adjoining  premises  and  there  made 
preparations  for  an  imcendiary  fire  which 
would  communicate  to  his  store. — Robert 
Bishop,  of  Golden  Gate,  Oakland,  after  three 
trials  was  found  guilty  of  setting  fire  to  his 
house,  which  was  insured. 


Said  to  be  Moribund. 

The  famous  Balloon  Club  of  San  Francisco 
is  said  to  be  about  to  collapse.  The  question 
of  the  disposition  of  the  surplus  is  not  likely 
to  provoke  any  heated  argument.  In  days  far 
gone  the  Balloon  Club  included  among  its 
members  many  of  the  foremost  and  brightest 
San  Francisco  underwriters,  who  met  at  noon 
daily,  for  a  time  on  Pine  street,  afterward  on 
Merchant,  then  on  Montgomery,  and  latterly 
on  Commercial  or  Clay  street.  Every  res- 
taurant patronized  daily  by  this  jolly  crew 
has  either  failed  or  compromised  with  credit- 
ors. Far  be  it  from  us  to  intimate  that  the 
appetite  of  the  Balloon  Club  was  in  any  way 
responsible  for  the  disastrous  experience  of 
the  restauranters.  The  Montgomery  street 
lunch  was  a  marvel,  however — a  regular  Hitt. 
The  members  always  had  a  fine  time  —espec- 
ially when  the  treasurer  collected  the  fines. 
In  those  prosperous  days  the  cold  bottle  often 
warmed  the  hearts  of  the  genial  Balloonatics, 
and  fines  were  incurred  willingly  and  paid 
with  "pleasant  looks."  There  was  "dry" 
humor  also,  at  this  board,  opened  daily,  with 
sparkling  effects.  Distinguished  visitors 
were  often  present.  We  recall  Herr  Feur 
Opfer  from  Bearleen,  Aldermen  Scbwartz- 
brodt  and  O'Bryan  from  Noo  York,  Professor 
Standish  from  Bahstun,  Dr.  Speck  from  Chi- 
cago, Col.  Lynch  from  Kentucky,  Maj.  Sweet 
from  N'Orleans,  Prof.  Rhinestein  from  Cincin- 
nati, Gov.  Blood  from  Denver,  General  Victor 
from  Oakland,  Elder  Poote  from  Salt  Lake, 
Senor  Pitcherino  from  Altamont,  Col.  Gart- 
ner from  the  Transvaal,  Federal  Fish  Commis- 
sioner Mathews,  Commodore  Whitney  of  the 
Japanese  navel  establishment,  and  many  other 
distinguished  guests.  But  alas,  the  mutabil- 
ity of  human  affairs  has  been  pain  fully  illustrat- 
ed in  the  affairs  of  the  Balloon  Club.  Several 
members  have  died,  others  have  withdrawn 


The   Coast   Re\?ie^ 


137 


from  the  club  or  retired  from  business  or  moved 
to  other  cities.  We  shull  indeed  regrrct  to 
chronicle  the  dissolution  of  the  San  Francisco 
Balloon  Club. 


Beware  of   These  Undergrounders. 

Illegal  and  Clandestine  Insikance. — The 
Missouri  insurance  department  has  issued  a 
warning  notice  of  the  following  under- 
grounders : 

Alexandria  Insurance  Co.,  of  Alexandria,  Va. 

Cotton  &  Woolen  Manufacturers  Mut.  Ins.  Co.,  of 
Boston,  Mass. 

Commercial  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  of  Wilmington,  Del. 

Georgia  Industrial  Insurance  Co.,  of  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Great  Britain  Insurance  Co.,  of  London,  Eng. 

Indiana  Underwriters,  of  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Indiana  Insurance  Company  .of  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Industrial  Mutual  Ins.  Co.,  of  Boston,  Mass. 

Keystone  Mutual  Iris.  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Manton  Mutual  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Manufact.  &  IMerchants  Ins.  Co..  of  Rockford,  111. 

Mercantile  Mut.  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  of  Providence,  R.  I. 

Mercantile  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  of  Chicago,  111. 

Mill  Owners  Mutual  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  of  Chicago, 111. 

Mutual  Fire  Ins.  Co  ,  of  Baltimore,  Md. 

Narragansett  Mut.  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  of  Provi.,  R.  I. 

Northwestern  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  of  Chicago,  111. 

Patapsco  Mut.  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  of  Baltimore,  Md. 

Protection  Mut.  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  of  Chicago.  111. 

Pulaski  Mutual  Ins.  Co.,  of  Chicago,  111. 

Rubber  Manufact.  Mut.  Ins.  Co.,  of  Boston,  Mass. 

Western  Insurance  Company,  of  Aurora,  111. 
Superintendent  Orear  adds:  "It  is  a  safe  con- 
clusion that  any  organization  or  association 
which  will  knowingly  and  persistently  violate 
the  laws  of  the  state,  will  also  repudiate  its 
own  contracts  wnth  citizens  of  the  state,  and 
I  therefore  warn  the  public  against  having 
ahy  business  transactions  whatever  w'ith  any 
of  the  above  named  companies.  In  case  of  loss 
of  property,  there  is  no  way  in  which  service 
of  process  of  our  courts  can  be  had  on  any  of 
the  above  companies,  and  therefore,  the 
claimant  or  policyholder  in  a  settlement  is  en- 
tirely at  the  mercy  of  the  company."  The 
Coast  Review  adds  its  warning  to  pi'operty- 
owners. 

John  F.  Bvxbee,  insurance  asrent  at  Palo 
Alto,  Cal.,  does  not  believe  in  cheap  fire  in- 
surance and  he  issues  a  danger-signal  cir- 
cular, headed  "Danger — Beware,"  and  says 
in  various  sizes  of  type,  that  "insurance  at  cut 
rates,  although  it  sounds  attractive,  means 
ultimate  ruin  and  bankruptcj'."  He  argues 
thus:  "In  depositing  your,  hard-earned  sav- 
ings in  the  bank  you  would  not  be  misled  by 
an  alluring  bait  of  impossible  dividends, 
would  you  ?    Rather  would  you  first  look  care- 


fullj'  into  the  bank's  financial  standing,  and 
investigate  closely  the  business  methods  of 
its  managers,  whether  prudent  and  conserva- 
tive, or  the  contrary."  This  is  an  original  and 
forceful  way  of  stating  the  case.  The  writer 
continues;  "So  in  a  kindred  operation  of  pro- 
tecting yourself  against  loss  by  fire,  the  im- 
prudent economy  of  a  dollar  of  premium  now 
may  mean  the  hazarding  of  thousands  when 
your  loss  happens.  A  policy  in  a  bankrupt 
company  is  worse  than  no  protection  at  all." 
This  is  especially  true  in  case  of  other  insur- 
ance, for  the  solvent  companies  are  required 
to  pay  only  their  proportion  of  the  total  insur- 
ance, regardless  of  the  failure  of  any  com- 
pany. The  concluding  sentence  of  this  circular 
is  manifestly  true,  for  companies  that  charge 
full  rates  average  only  S%  profit.  We  quote  : 
"Companies  that  persist  in  reckless  rate- 
cutting  must  soon  become  insolvent." 


Prompt. 

The  Coast  Review  issued  a  California  busi- 
ness table  extra  the  morning  after  the  figures 
were  on  file  with  the  insurance  department. 
The  Home  figures  not  arriving  on  either  the 
15th  or  Ifith,  we  telegraphed  Vice-President 
Snow  that  night.  On  the  following  morning 
at  9  o'clock  we  received  a  telegram  from  As- 
sistant Secretary  Correa,  giving  the  Home's 
figures  as  requested.  A  few  minutes  later  a 
new  Coast  Review  extra  was  distributed, 
giving  the  additional  figures  and  changed 
totals. 

The  Coast  figures  were  likewise  presented 
in  a  tabular  extra,  followed  with  a  wall-card 
as  soon  as  this  table  was  fairly  complete. 
This  card,  originated  like  the  tables  by  the 
Coast  Review,  contains  the  total  figures  of 
all  the  companies  except  the  Phenix  and  the 
Westchester. 

A  table  of  business  by  agencies — a  compila- 
tion originated  by  the  Coast  Review — was 
issued  in  extra  form  as  soon  as  all  the  prin- 
cipal companies  had  reported  their  totals. 

Work  is  now  progressing  on  the  tables  of 
Coast  business  by  states  and  territories.  We 
are  still  in  correspondence  with  several  offices 
for  lacking  figures. 


SuisuN,  Cal. —The  Republican  of  Suisun 
says  there  was  an  incendiary  attempt  in  the 
rear  of  Golden  Cup  saloon.  A  crockery  barrel 
had  been  placed  against  an  outhouse  adjacent 
to  S.  M.  Getchell's  dwelling,  and  fired  by  a 
miscreant.  A  strong  wind  was  blowing  at 
the  time,  but  fortunately  the  blaze  was 
quickly  extinguished. 
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The  Old  Reliable  Phoenix  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  Hartford. 

The  ninety-tirst  semi-annual  statement 
of  the  well  entitled  Phcenix,  of  Hartford, 
shows  an  increase  in  both  assets  and  sur- 
plus. Probably  the  fortunate  fire  officers 
that  can  boast  the  same  can  be  counted 
on  one's  fingers.  The  re-insurance  re- 
serve increased  likewise. 

The  Phcenix  has  $5,523,650  assets,  and 
a  surplus  on  policyholders'  account  of 
$3,222,878.  Splendid  security,  this  large 
sum,  and  extraordinary  proportion  of 
surplus  to  assets.  Here,  indeed,  is  a  com- 
pany that  could  rise  from  the  ashes  of 
any  conflagration. 

The  Phcenix  has  an  enviable  reputa- 
tion for  prompt  payments  and  liberal 
settlements.  Its  loss  paj-ments  since  or- 
ganization have  averaged  a  million  dollars 
a  year. 

The  Pacific  department,  of  which  Her- 
bert Folger  is  manager  and  Dixwell 
Hewitt  is  assistant  manager,  is  producing 
excellent  i-esults.  The  Phoenix  is  taking 
a  position  in  this  field  to  which  age, 
resources,  reputation  and  years  of 
active  and  continuous  representation  on 
the  Coast  justly  entitle  this  honorable  old 
company. 

New    Sickness    Insurance     Law    in    Sw^itzer- 

land. 
The  proposed  scheme  of  protection  for 
the  working  people  of  Switzerland  when 
incapacitated  through  accident  or  sick- 
ness has  attracted  the  general  attention 
of  those  who  are  familiar  with  the  prob- 
lems of  industrial  insurance  and  the  ef- 
forts made  in  the  larger  cities  for  putting 
the  poorer  classes  into  conditions  where 
they  can  help  themselves. 

The  law  recently  passed  by  the  council 
at  Berne  is  to  take  effect  Januarj'  1,  1903, 
providing  it  is  not  voted  down  at  the  ref- 
erendum election  to  take  place  shortly, 
called  for  by  the  requisite  30,000  signa- 
tures in  opposition.  The  yearly  sub- 
sidy voted  to  the  insurance  fund  by  the 
council  is  equal  to  850.000  francs:  hence 
the  referendum. 

The    law    makes   insurance    obligatoi-j- 


for  persons  over  fourteen  years  of  age 
who  are  not  in  business  for  themselves. 
Persons  employed  for  less  than  a  week  at 
a  time,  or  managers  or  directors  whose 
salary  exceeds  £200  a  year,  are  exempted 
from  the  obligation  to  insure.  The  in- 
surance authorities  are  given  certain  dis- 
cretion, however,  and  may  oblige  persons 
in  the  exempted  classes  to  protect  their 
families  if  they  see  fit. 

Sickness  insurance  is  to  be  effected  in 
district,  factory,  or  friendly  society  sick 
funds.  The  country  is  to  be  divided  into 
insurance  districts  of  2,000  inhabitants 
each,  where  district  funds  are  to  be  es- 
tablished, to  which  all  subject  to  the 
obligation  to  insure  must  belong,  unless 
they  are  otherwise  contributing.  Dis- 
trict sick  funds  are  to  be  administered  by 
the  dividend  method  (employers  and  in- 
sured forming  separate  bodies  exercising 
distinct  functions)  or  by  the  joint  method 
(both  classes  joining  the  same  body).  Em- 
ployers of  one  hundred  hands  or  more 
may  establish  independent  sick  funds  for 
their  own  operatives.  When  the  trade 
involves  peculiar  risks  the  Federal  Coun- 
cil may  require  that  a  special  fund  be 
provided.  District  and  factory  sick  funds 
are  to  be  supervised  by  the  cantons,  sub- 
ject to  supreme  control  of  the  confeder- 
ation. Friendly  society  sick  funds  are 
under  state  supervision. 


Life  Paragraphs. 

Whether  the  regulation  against  saloon 
keepers,  which  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen  adopted  in  August, 
1898.  is  retroactive  eithei*  by  its  terms  or 
by  law,  is  the  real  question  at  issue  in  the 
case  of  Wm.  Rigby,  Jr.,  versus  the  grand 
lodge  of  the  order,  recently  submitted  in 
Judge  Belcher's  court,  San  Francisco, 
The  plaintilT,  by  virtue  of  the  fact  that 
the  holder  of  the  certificate  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  order  in  good  standing  prior  to 
and  at  the  time  the  regulation  was 
adopted,  seeks  to  maintain  that  the  reg- 
ulation in  no  way  affects  his  rights.  The 
order,  on  the  other  hand,  contends  that 
the  regulation  by  its  terms  has  retroactive 
powers,     A  parallel  case,  in  so  far  as  the 
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main  question  at  issue  is  concerned,  was 
quite  recently  decided  in  the  superior 
court  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff,  in  the  suit 
of  Louisa  Richter  versus  the  grand  lodge 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

Insured  Indian  Youth.— The  l)u- 
puyer,  Mon.,  Acantha  of  Febi-uary  Jst 
says:  "Quite  a  number  of  the  young 
mixed  bloods  of  this  reservation  took  out 
life  insurance  policies  in  the  New  York 
Mutual  Co.  a  j'ear  ago  in  sums  ranging 
from  $2,000  to  $10,000.  Among  the  num. 
ber.  ai-e  Chas.  Devereau.x,  Levi  Burd. 
William  Brown  and  Alex.  Fox,  all  of 
whom  have  kept  their  payments  up." 

A  COURT  order  in  Seattle  cites  a  Mrs. 
Wish  to  reveal  assets,  judgment  having 
been  obtained  against  her  and  a  showing 
produced  in  coui-t  to  the  effect  that  de- 
fendant owned  certain  mortgages  to  the 
value  of  $2,000.  The  defendant  claimed 
these  were  obtained  through  money  left 
her  by  a  deceased  husband  as  the  pro- 
ceeds of  a  life  insurance  contract,  and 
therefore  exempt  under  the  statutes  of 
Washington.  The  contention  of  the 
attorneys  engaged  in  the  case  is  whether 
the  legislative  enactment  of  189.'j  exempt- 
ing this  class  of  assets  from  liability  in 
such  instances  is  applicable  to  the  case  at 
bar. 

The  annual  report  of  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  National  Life  (Arthur 
B.  Bisbee,  medical  director)  gives  a  total 
of  271  deaths  in  1899.  Consumption  is 
classified  as  an  infectious  disease,  from 
which  there  were  43  deaths,  or  nearly  70 
per  cent,  of  all  the  infectious-disease 
deaths.  Of  the  total  deaths,  consumption 
was  the  cause  of  16  percent.  There  were, 
besides,  24  deaths  from  pneumonia,  which 
is  now  likewise  recognized  to  be  the  re- 
sult of  germs.  There  were  12  deaths 
from  cancer,  17  from  accident,  2  fi-om  sui- 
cide, 14  from  apoplexy,  16  from  Brights 
disease,  and  9  from  typhoid  fever.  Can- 
cer is  classed  as  a  constitutional  disease. 
The  average  duration  of  the  policies  of 
suicides  was  11  years;  a  length  which 
proves  that  life  insurance  was  not  the 
cause    of    the    crime.     Of    the    eighteen 


deaths  among  insured  women,  only  one 
resulted  directly  from  child-bearing.  The 
average  duration  of  policy  of  these 
eighteen  was  9}4  years. 

In  average  annual  increase  in  insurance 
in  force  during  the  first  forty  years  the 
Northwestern  Mutual  ranks  second  to  the 
Equitable,  the  Mutual  Life  is  third,  and 
the  New  York  Life  fourth. 

What COMPANYy— The Ilwaco,  Wash., 
Joui-nal.  says:  "We  understand  that  the 
insurance  company  that  carried  the  policy 
of  R.  L.  Christenbury  wants  the  body  to 
be  exhumed,"  before  payment  of  insur- 
ance. 

National  Life  Ins.  Co. 

Good  years  are  common  with  the  Na- 
tional Life  of  Vermont.  Last  year  was  a 
good  one  for  the  company.  Whereat  we 
are  pleased,  because  the  National  Life  de- 
sei'ves  to  be  prosperous  and  to  make  and 
i-etain  friends.  The  insurance  in  force  is 
now,  in  round  numbers,  $9(t,000.000,  a 
gain  of  over  $9,000,000.  The  assets  are 
$17,738,861.  a  gain  of  over  $1,600,000,  the 
surplus  is  $1,874, 922,  making  goodlj- secur- 
ity after  the  payment  of  liberal  dividends 
to  policyholders. 

The  National  has  won  a  firm  footing  on 
the  Pacific  Coast,  where  its  "no  restric- 
tion" and  incontestable  policies,  with  en- 
dorsed guarantees  and  automatically  non- 
forfeitable features,  are  ready  sellers. 
The  general  managers  who  are  in  charge 
of  the  several  departments  in  this  field 
are  as  follows:  San  Francisco,  G.  M. 
Stolp;  Tacoma,  Wash,,  A.  D.  Walker: 
Butte,  Mon.,  C.  M.  Smith:  Salt  Lake, 
Geo.  D.  Alder. 


It  appears  fairly  clear  that  after  free 
allowance  for  selection  of  insured  lives, 
and  for  the  fallacies  connected  with  the 
extremely  high  mortality  soon  after  birth, 
there  is.  no  trustworthy  statistical  evi- 
dence of  the  ill  effect  on  the  life-prospects 
of  children  from  life  insurance.  There  is 
no  proof  that  neglect  and  crime  have 
been  greater  in  their  incidence  upon  in- 
sured children;  and  it  can  scarcely  be 
held  that  the  prospective  receipt  of  insur- 
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ance  money  has  been  the  incentive  to 
child-neglect  and  child -murder  in  more 
than  a  very  small  number  of  cases. — Vital 
Statistics. 


The  children  that  first' see  the  lig-ht  in 
summer  are  taller  than  those  born  in  any 
other  season,  so  we  are  told  by  Dr.  Mac- 
donald  in  Child  Study.  "According  to 
Combe,"  he  says  "boys  born  in  the 
months  of  September,  October,  Novem- 
ber, December,  January  and  February  are 
not  so  tall  as  those  born  in  other  months. 
Those  born  in  November  are  the  shortest. 
Those  born  in  July  are  the  tallest.  Girls, 
according  to  the  same  authority,  born  in 
December,  January,  February,  March, 
April  and  May  show  a  less  length  of  body 
than  those  born  in  the  remaining  months. 
Those  born  from  June  to  November  are 
taller,  but  the  tallest  are  born  in  August. 
The  investigations  of  Wahl,  in  Denmark, 
and  Wretlind,  in  Gothenburg,  and 
especially  those  of  Malling-Hausen,  in 
Copenhagen,  on  the  deaf,  show  that  the 
length  of  body  of  boys  from  March  till 
August  increases  gi'eatly,  but  very  little 
from  September  to  February. ' '  Dr.  Mac- 
donald  attributes  this  fact  to  some  extent 
to  economic  conditions,  for  a  child  born  in 
summer  has  generally  better  food  and  air. 


Moral  Hazard  Near  Equator. — 
In  fact,  the  child  of  nature — the  Indian, 
for  example,  who  has  never  had  the 
opportunity  or  the  necessity  to  practice 
his  mind  in  the  ingenious  arts  of  our  act- 
ive, self-interested  business  life —  starts 
from  a  better  standpoint  on  this  question 
of  moral  hazard  than  the  man  whose 
commercial  money-making  instincts  are 
dominant.  I  remember  being  puzzled, 
when  in  Peru  and  Chili,  as  to  why  the 
Peruvian — I  mean  the  real  born-and-bred 
Peruvian — was  more  trustworthy  than 
the  Chilian,  as  exemplified  by  the  com- 
paratively greater  number  of  suspicious 
fires  in  the  latter's  country.  My  study 
resulted  in  the  conclusion  that,  nearer 
the  equator,  a  man  is  not  so  active  nor  so 
grasping  as  he  is  in  a  more  temperate  lat- 
itude; and,  further,  that  the   greater  in- 


fusion of  foreign  .blood  and  foreign  meth- 
ods into  Chili  had  a  deteriorating  effect 
on  the  business  morals. — F.  W.  P.  Rut- 
ter. 

The  report  of  the  Kentucky  insurance 
department  on  the  affairs  of  the  Sun  Life 
of  Kentucky  was  startling  and  injurious, 
but  it  was  news,  and  the  enterpi'ising  in- 
surance journals  of  course  made  mention 
of  it.  The  president  of  the  Sun  Life  ap- 
pears to  be  one  of  those  fools  who  think 
an  advertising  contract  implies  the  sup- 
pression of  derogatory  news.  Now  he  is 
busy  ordering  the  discontinuance  of  the 
company's  "card."  It  would  not  be  sur- 
pi'ising  to  learn  that  this  emotional  Ken- 
tucky colonel  is  a  blood  relative  of  that 
other  emotional  Kentucky  colonel,  the 
editorial  crank  who  grinds  for  the  Insur- 
ance Field. 

In  Eureka,  Cal.,  one  of  the  roomers  in  a 
lodging  house,  in  which  twenty-five  humans 
lodged,  left  a  lighted  kerosene  lamp  in  her 
room  while  she  was  out  eating  a  midnight 
supper,  Feb.  7.  The  lamp  exploded  and  the 
building  was  destroyed.  Two  of  the  inmates 
lost  their  lives,  another  escaped  with  a  broken 
leg  and  a  fourth  with  a  wrenched  back.  The 
others  escaped  in  their  night  clothes.  The 
structure  adjoining  to  the  east  of  the  lodging 
house  was  severely  damaged. 


Red  Bluff,  Cal.,  according  to  the  local  News, 
has  an  incendiary  in  its  midst.  W.  W. 
Conant's  grocery  had  a  narrow  escape  from 
his  efforts  on  Feb.  3.  The  owner  of  the 
building  fortunately  lives  in  a  house  adjoin- 
ing, and  he  was  awakened  in  time  to  give  the 
alarm.  With  the  assistance  of  a  gang  of  rail- 
I'oad  men  the  building  was  saved.  The  prem- 
ises were  found  to  have  been  drenched  with 
kerosene. 

TuE  hand  grenade  humbug  has  sunk  into 
"innocuous  desuetude."  But  here  is  some- 
thing new,  and  no  doubt  good  for  something — 
good  for  an  excuse  for  a  demand  for  lower  in- 
surance rates.  It  is  called  the  "dry  powder 
fire  extinguisher."  The  city  officials  who 
witness  experiments  under  prepared  condi- 
tions are  always  "pleased"  and  "satisfied." 


A  Sax  Leaxpro,  Cal.,  agent.  Earl  B.  Hough, 
narrowly  escaped  being  drawn  under  the  cars 
while  attempting  to  board  a  moving  train. 
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Some  Remarks  on   the   Study  of    Adjustment 
Work. 

{Concluded.) 

As  illustrating  some  of  the  points  dealt  with  in 
the  foref^'oing  remarks  1  have  taken  from  my  note- 
books a  few  random  suggestions  and  memoranda, 
the  force  of  which  is  more  likely  to  be  apparent  to 
the  man  who  has  been  'through  the  mill,"  than  to 
the  novice.  I  give  them  here,  nevertheless,  as 
they  all  have  a  bearing,  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, on  the  subject  of  this  paper. 

Satisfy  yourself  thoroughly  as  to  the  assured's 
title. 

Remember  that  the  indemnity  contemplated  by 
an  insurance  policy  is  on  a  cash  basis  (see  line  i  of 
the  New  York  standard  policy).  Merchandise 
bought  at  gross  invoice  must  be  valued  after  de- 
duction of  all  time  discounts,  irrespective  of 
whether  or  not  the  merchant  took  advantage  of  the 
discounts.  Again,  the  "cost"  of  a  sewing  machine 
bought  on  the  installment  plan  may  have  been 
S75;  but.  if  it  could  be  bought  for  spot  cash  at  $55, 
the  last-named  sum  must  be  taken  as  its  "cost," 
or  "new  value." 

Take  nothing  for  granted,  however  plausible  it 
may  be,  when  capable  of  reasonable  proof. 

Beware  of  statements  made  by  persons  (such  as 
a  "sharp"  employe,  or  a  member  of  the  family) 
who  are  ostensibly,  but  not  really,  authorized  to 
speak  for  the  assured. 

Do  not  forget  that  just  after  a  tire  a  man  may  be 
"rattled,"  and  not  in  a  purely  normal  condition. 
Make  allowances  for  him.  As  Mr.  Sexton  aptly 
says,  "adjust  the  assured  first,  then  adjust  your 
loss." 

Do  not  omit  to  examine  and,  if  necessary,  dig  in- 
to and  sift  the  debris.  It  may  reveal  something  you 
ought  to  know  about  the  origin  or  character  of  the 
fire,  and  will  almost  always  serve  as  a  useful 
check  on  the  assured's  statement  of  loss. 

It  is  necessary,  in  dealing  with  a  corporation,  to 
require  the  formal  appointment  of  some  person  au- 
thorized to  act  on  behalf  of  the  corporation.  A 
copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  Board  to  this  effect, 
signed  by  the  secretary  and  sealed  with  the  corpo- 
ration seal,  should  be  taken  by  the  adjuster  and 
tiled  with  the  other  papers. 

Before  entering  an  adjustment  the  policies  should 
be  examined  and  compared.  Sometimes  the  war- 
ranties and  privileges  will  be  found  to  differ,  thus 
placing  one  company  in  a  different  position  from 
another,  and  therefore  requiring  a  different  mode 
of  procedure.  Or  nonconcurrency  may  be  found; 
in  which  case  the  adjustment,  whether  by  arbitra- 
tion or  otherwise,  must  be  so  shaped  as  to  fix  the 
amount  of  loss  on  each  non-concurrent  object  or 
group.  (If  this  were  not  done,  there  would  be  no 
basis  or  ground-work  for  the  subsecjuent  necessary 
apportionment.)  Again,  it  is  not  every  company 
which  uses  the  New  York  standard  form;  and  some 
existing  forms  of  policies  are  substantially  differ- 
ent—in requirements  as  to  appiraisal.  for  instance. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  point  out  that,  for  an  apprais- 
er's award  to  be  binding  and  final,   the  appraise- 


ment must  have  been  conducted   in  strict  accord 
with  the  policy  conditions,  whatever  they  be;. 

'Loss  and  damage"  to  property  must  be  appar- 
ent to  at  least  one  of  the  physical  senses,  or  to 
practical  or  chemical  test;  which  is  an  important 
principle  to  remember  and  insist  upon  in  some 
cases  of  so-called  "heat  damage"  and  "smoke  dam- 
age." 

It  is  occasionally  advisable  to  ask  for  a  sworn 
affidavit  as  to  some  single  point,  where  that  point 
is  of  importance.  A  man  will  sometimes  hesitate 
to  sign  an  explicit  and  une<iuivocal  statement  as 
to  a  given  fact,  when  he  will  be  quite  ready  to  sign 
proofs,  although  the  correctness  of  the  proofs  de- 
pends on  the  correctness  of  the  statement  in  ques- 
tion (which  he  has  probably  made  several  times 
over,  orally).  I  know  of  a  recent  case,  with  a  small 
factory  loss,  and  all  the  books  burned,  where  as- 
sured repeatedly  said  and  insisted  he  had  been 
making  no  profit.  If  this  was  correct  the  insurance 
loss  was  total,  and  he  was  more  than  willing  to 
swear  to  proofs  accordingly.  The  adjuster,  how- 
ever, doubted  the  correctness  of  his  assumption, 
and  invited  him  to  swear  to  it  specifically  in  a  sep- 
arate affidavit  which  was  drawn  out  for  the  pur- 
pose .  The  assured  then  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
he  would  "like  a  few  hours  to  do  some  figuring"; 
and  next  morning  the  loss  was  settled  with  a  com- 
paratively substantial  insurance  salvage. 

Do  not  get  caught  without  a  full  outfit  of  the 
necessary  blanks.  As  a  standard  or  guide  for  or- 
dinary losses,  carry  three  or  four  catalogues  or 
price  lists  of  such  things  as  household  furniture, 
saloon  fixtures,  etc.,  and  wire  to  San  Francisco  or 
elsewhere  for  a  special  catalogue  when  you  have  a 
special  loss,  such  as  a  creamery,  a  restaurant,  or 
the  like. 

Photwgraphs  of  an  important  fire  are  often  inter- 
esting at  the  head  office,  and  usually  cost  only  a 
trifle. 

Cultivate  the  habit  of  noticing  details.  Only  a 
few  days  ago  the  presence  of  a  small  unburned 
piece  of  string  on  a  machine  enabled  one  of  our 
leading  appraisers  to  demonstrate  the  absence  of 
injury  to  certain  delicate  springs;  and  the  assur- 
ed's appraiser  was  glad  to  have  this  pointed  out, 
so  that  he  could  "square  himself"  with  the  assured 
for  passing  the  machine  as  undamaged. 

Under  the  N.  Y.  standard  policy  form  it  is  not  in 
cumbent  on  the  assured  to  sign  an  appraisal  agree- 
ment, but,  nevertheless,  the  existence  of  the  ap- 
praisal agreement,  with  appointment  of  appraisers, 
may  be  effectively  established  by  a  mere  exchange 
of  letters,  or,  in  case  of  extreme  measures,  by  per- 
sonal testimony.  Endeavor,  however,  to  reduce  to 
writing  all  agreements  of  every  kind,  as  you  arrive 
at  them.  When  the  case  is  properly  put  before  a 
man,  it  is  seldom  that  he  will  not  see  the  point  that 
both  parties  are  better  protected  by  a  written  in- 
strument than  by  that  phantom  bugbear,  a  "verbal 
understanding."  Make  written  notes  of  all  oral 
statements  and  representations,  also  as  you  go, 
along,  both  for  accuracy  of  reference  and  for  the 
moral  effect. 

Take  copies  (pressor  carbon  copies,  if  possible) 
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of  all  letters  and  notices  you  write,  with  a  mem- 
orandum of  the  date  of  service  or  delivery. 

Keep  a  daily  "ledger"  account  with  each  loss 
you  have  on  hand,  debiting  it  every  evening  with 
the  proper  proportion  of  your  time  and  all  expen. 
ditures.  When  an  adjuster  is  handling  simulta- 
neously several  losses,  the  apportionment  of  per 
diem  expense  to  each  cannot  always  be  correctly 
made  from  memory. 

See  that  the  printed  conditions  of  the  policy  have 
been  observed,  as  well  as  any  written  conditions 
or  warranties  which  may  have  been  incorporated 
in  the  contract.  (This  point,  I  fear,  is  overlooked 
more  often  than  might  be  believed  possible.) 

Do  not  forget  that  the  policy  authorizes  us  to  re- 
quire the  assured  to  furnish  a  certificate  of  the 
nearest  magistrate  or  notary  public  as  to  the  hon- 
esty of  the  claim.  Such  a  requirement  will  some- 
times— though,  it  must  be  confessed,  not  very 
often— bring  about  the  desired  result  in  the  case  of 
a  loss  where  its  bad  character  is  notorious,  even 
though  actual  incriminating  evidence  may  be  im- 
possible to  obtain.  (Learn,  in  this  connection— 
and  during  the  "study"  period— how  the  word 
"nearest"  i«  interpreted  by  the  courts). 

Remember,  also,  that  the  arson  committee  of  the 
Board  of  Underwriters  stand  ready  to  ofter  a  sub- 
stantial reward  for  the  conviction  of  incendiarism. 
Such  an  offer  is  likely  to  have  a  good  moral  effect 
on  a  suspicious  case,  if  made  before  the  adjustment 
Isi  closed.  With  a  loss  of  a  suspicious  character, 
there  is  usually  no  need,  nor  is  it  usually  advisable, 
for  an  adjuster  to  lose  any  sleep  by  working  "over- 
time," in  an  endeavor  to  make  a  quick  settlement. 
With  such  losses,  the  adjustment  may  be  com" 
pared  to  a  good  brand  of  wine ;  it  improves  with  age. 

Do  not  overlook  the  fact  that  the  policy  condi- 
tions give  the  company  the  right,  after  an  appraisal, 
to  take  possession  of  any  article  at  its  appraised 
value.  When  reference  is  made  to  this  privilege, 
it  is  surprising  how  often  the  insured,  or  others, 
will  make  an  appreciable  allowance  or  otter  for 
goods  which  have  been  passed  upon  as  entirely  or 
almost  valueless.  The  discovery  of  such  allow- 
ances will  frequently  more  than  pay  the  entire 
adjusting  expense  (although,  of  course,  the  credit 
for  such  allowances  is  deducted  from  the  amount 
of  the  loss  itself,  and  does  not  appear  in  the  adjust- 
ing expense  account.) 

Be  scrupulous  that  your  loss  papers  are  complete, 
accurate  in  every  detail,  and  neat  in  appearance. 
The  various  papers  should  Ht  into  each  other  like 
pieces  of  inlaid  wood  or  mosaic,  making  up  a  com- 
plete whole.  Use  typewriting  facilities,  where 
possible,  for  obvious  reasons. 

Learn  to  make  a  brief  but  fall  report  of  your 
losses,  bringing  out  all  essential  points,  without 
being  verbose  or  discursive.  The  preparation  of  a 
report  on  an  important  loss  helps  in  one's  own  in- 
surance education.  When  (as  will  sometimes  hap- 
pen) you  make  a  bad  or  unsatisfactory  adjustment, 
do  not  hesitate  to  say  so  in  your  report.  Do  not  re- 
fer in  your  reports,  by  the  w-ay,  to  merely  physical 
or  climatic  difficulties  or  discomforts.  As 
Mr.     Niles     has     pointed     out,     the     companies 


understand  that  it  is  probably  hot  at  Mojave 
in  August  and  that  "ther^  is  likely  to  be  heavy 
snow  in  Montana  in  December. 

In  one  of  his  recent  papers  on  the  tactical  aspects 
of  the  Spanish  War,  Captain  Malian,  of  the  United 
States  Navy,  makes  the  remark  that  it  is  for  every 
man  to  pass  through  his  own  mind  the  grist  of  un- 
solved difficulties.  He  adds  that,  "the  result  of 
such  a  process  is  a  much  more  real  mental  posses- 
sion than  is  yielded  by  a  quiet  perusal  of  any 
ascertained  facts,  because  it  involves  an  argument- 
ative consideration  of  opposing  conditions,  and  not 
a  mere  passive  acceptance  of  statements," 

My  foregoing  remarks  having  been  made  with 
direct  reference  to  the  matter  of  study  and  educa- 
tion, I  cannot  do  better  than  conclude  with  the  fore- 
going weighty  and  pregnant  quotation, 

F.  G,  Ahgall. 


The  Grass  Valley  Union  contains  an  item 
which  we  commend  to  the  anti-corporation 
press  and  people.  The  referee  awarded  the 
claimant  $175.  "On  account  of  the  low  figure 
set,  the  company's  representative  voluntarily 
increased  the  sum  |(i5."  The  Liverpool  & 
London  &  Globe  was  the  company  ;  the  burned 
property,  the  old  Blue  Tent  House. 


Our  Up-to-date  Dictionary. 

Athlete — A  man  who  calls  for  a  "low  ball" 
or  a  "  high  ball." 

Hustler— A  rapid  man. 

Politician — A  preying  man. 

Teller— A  man  who  ilever  tells. 

Trust — An  organization  of   insurance  men. 

Union — An  organization  of  laboring  men. 


C.  H.  Woodworth  :  I  have  been  requested  to 
emphasize  the  fact  that  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Local  Fire  Insurance  Agents  is  power- 
less for  evil.  This  is  so  evident  to  me  that  it 
seems  superfluous  to  speak  of  it  again,  but  in 
deference  to  the  opinions  of  others,  I  again 
express  my  positive  conviction  on  this  ques- 
tion in  the  words  of  my  annual  address.  "The 
association  can  be  of  great  help  to  the  busi- 
ness and  to  all  engaged  therein  if  it  makes 
proper  recommendations  to  its  members,  and 
prefers  proper  requests  to  the  companies.  If 
it  exceeds  or  varies  from  such  a  line  of  action 
it  is  powerless,  and  if  it  persists  in  such  ex- 
cesses or  variations  it  will  be  destroyed.  The 
enactment  of  personal,  partisan,  sectional,  ill- 
considered  or  unreasonable  legislation  would 
be  valueless  to  the  instigators,  and  would  in- 
evitably check  the  progress  and  diminish  the 
power  of  our  organization." 
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Defunct    Pacific    Coast    Assessment  Insurance 
Associations, 

One  HuNDiiED  AND  Thirteen  Bursted  Assess- 
ment BuuBLES— Average  Longevity  Little 
More  Than  Two  Years. 

Comqnled  by  the  CoaM  Rcvieu'. 
American  Fraternal  Gruardians,  San  Francisco. 
*American  Fr.itcrnal  League,  Los  Angeles. 
Ainoricau  Fraternal  Legion. 
American  Mutual  Endowment  Ass'n,  Oakland. 
American  Eagle  Ass'n,  San  Francisco   1891. 
Ancient  Order  of  Samaria,  organized  1894  S.  F. 
Atlas  Endowment  Ass'n  of  America,  Los  Angeles. 
*rJankers'  Alliance.  Los  Angeles. 
*nanUers  &  Merchants  Mutual  Life  Ass'n  of  the 

United  States;  San  Francisco,  1891. 
Bankers  Mutual  Relief  Ass'n, .Portland,  1889. 
Bankers  Mutual  Relief  Ass'n,  S.  F.,  1890. 
Bankers  Endowment  League,  S.  F. 
Bankers  Mutual,  Pueblo;  organized  1890. 
Bicyclists'  Mutual  Protective  Ass'n,  Denver. 
Bicyclists'  Mutual  Protective  Ass'n,  Oakland. 
California  Accident  Indemnity  Co.,  Los  Angeles. 
California  Endowment  Ass'n,  S  F. 
♦California  Life  &  Endowment  Ass'n,  S,  F,,  1886. 
California  Mutual  Benefit. 
California  Mutual  Indemnity,  S,  F, 
California  Endowment  Union,  S,  F.,  1891. 
California  Maturity  Insurance  &  Acci.  Ass'n,  S.  F, 
Columbus  Mutual  Benefit  Society.  S.  F.,  1891. 
ColoradoMutualAssessment  Accident  Ins,  Co.,  1898. 
Decimal  Mutual,  S,  F,,  1899. 
Eagle  Insurance  Society,  S.  F, 
Educational  Endowment  Ass'n.  Portland,  1890. 
E(iuitable  Accident  Ass'n,  Denver. 
Equitable  Accident  Ass'n,  Seattle. 
Equitable  Indemnity  Ass'n,  Washington. 
Equitable  Insurance  Company,  Oakland,  1890. 
Equity  Benefit  Association,  S,  F..  1890. 
Equitable  Fraternal  Co-operative  Union,  Ogden. 
Eureka  Endowment  Association,  S.  F.,  1892. 
Farmers'  Alliance  &  Indemnity  Union. 
Farmers  &  Mechanics  Indemnity  Ass'n,  Fresno. 
Fraternal  Argonauts,  S.  F. 
Fraternal  Guild.  S,  F.,  1890. 
Fraternal  League,  S.  F. 
Fraternal  Life  Ass'n.  1892. 
French  Mutual  Ass'n,  Sacramento. 
Fidelity  Endowment  Ass'n,  S.  F.,  1891. 
Golden  Gate  Endowment  Ass'n,  S.  F.,  1889. 
Golden  Gate  Tontine  Saving  Society,  S.  F,.  1890. 
Golden  State  Relief  Ass'n,  S.  F.,  1871, 
Guaranty  Endowment  Benevolent  Ass'n,  S,  F, 
Guarantee  Ass'n,  Los  Angeles,  1890. 
Guardian  Mutual  Endowment  Ass'n,  S.  F.,  1890. 
Great  Western  Mutual  Aid,  Denver. 
Great  Western  Mutual  Accident,  Denver. 
*Home  Accident  Ass'n.  S.  F.,  1892. 
Home  Mutual  Endowment  Ass'n,  S.  F. 
Home  Mutual  Aid  Ass'n,  S.  F., 
tHomi>  Benefit  Life  Ass'n,  S,  F.,  1893, 
Independent  Order  of  Chosen  Friends,  S.  F. 
International  Indemnity  Co.,  S.  F.,  1899. 


Legion  of  the  West,  S.  F.,  1892. 

*Life  &  Annuity  Ass'n,  Oakland;  secO's;  WXi. 

*Los  Angeles  Mutual  Life, 

Masonic  Mutual  Aid  Ass'n,  San  Francisco, 

Minors'  Mutual  Endowment  Ass'n,  Livermorc, 

Mutual  Indemnity    S,  F,,  1899 

*Mutual  Endowm't&  Protective  Ass'n,  Santa  Rosa, 

*Mutual  Relief  Ass'n,  Petaluma. 

Mutual  Endowment  Ass'n,  Los  Angeles, 

Mutual  Accident  Ass'n  N.  A,,  Seattle,  1891. 

National  Endowment  Ass'n,  S,  F,,  1890, 

National  Relief  Ass'n,  S,  F,,  1890, 

National  Benefit  Ass'n,  Seattle,  1891, 

♦Oakland  Endowment  As.s'n,  189,S;  latterly  called 
the  Life  &  Annuity  Ass'n, 

♦Occidental  Self-Endowment  Ass'n,  S,  F,,  1889. 

Odd  Fellows  Mutual  Aid  Ass'n,  S,  F. 

Order  of  Mutual  Companions,  Petaluma,  188.5, 

Order  of  United  Endowment  Associates,  S,  F. 

Order  of  the  Golden  Shore,  S.  F.,  1893. 

Pacific  Coast  Branch  of  the  Mutual  Self-Endow- 
ment &  Benevolent  Ass'n  of  Texas,  S.  F,,  1885, 

Pacific  Mutual  Endowment  Ass'n,  Oakland,  1888, 

Pacific  Coast  Provident  Ass'n,  Sacramento,  1885. 

Pacific  Mutual  Aid  Society,  Los  Angeles.  1888. 

Pacific  Endowment  League,  S.  F.,  1892, 

Pacific  Mutual  Aid  Ass'n,  S.  F,,  1891, 

Pacific  Laborers  Protective  Ass'n,  S,  F, 

Pacific  Mutual  Benefit,  Eureka,  Cal, 

Pacific  Protective  As.s'n,  S,  F,,  1871, 

People's  Life  and  Accident  Ass'n,  Petaluma. 

Phoenix  Fiduciary  Endowment  Ass'n,  S.  F.,  1890, 

Rocky  Mountain  Ins,  &  Savings  Institution, Denver. 

Royal  Argosy,  S.  F,,  1891, 

Royal  Fraternal  Guardians.  S.  F. 

Safety  Fund  Ass'n,  S,  F.,  1883. 

Safety  Endowment  Union,  S.  F.,  1890. 

Salt  Lake  Accident,  Salt  Lake  City,  1891. 

Self-Endowment  Life  Security,  S.  F.,  1890. 

Southern  Calif.  Mutual  Aid  Ass'n,  Los  Angeles. 

Southern  Calif.  Mutual  Benev't  Ass'n, Los  Angeles. 

Southern  Pacific  Endowment  &  Loan  Ass'n,  S.  F. 

Star  of  the  West  Endowment  Ass'n,  S.  F,,  1890, 

Tontine  Society,  Oakland;  failed  about  1886, 

Union  Endowment  Ass'n,  S,  F,,  1889, 

♦Universal  Benevolent  Ass'n,  S,  F,,  1884. 

United  Endowment  League,  S.  F, 

United  Friends  of  the  Pacific,  S,  F, 

United  Order  of  Honor,  S,  F, 

♦United  Endowment  Associates  (see  O's  above). 

United  Workman's  Alliance,  S.  F, 

United  States  Mutual  Benefit  As.s'n,  S,  F. 

Washington  Mutual  Relief  Ass'n,  Spokane. 

Washington  State  Mutual  Accident,  Seattle,  1889. 

Washington  Benefit  Ass'n,  Seattle,  1889, 

West  Coast  Insurance  Ass'n,  Merced,  1890, 

Western  Mutual  Benefit,  S,  F.,  1891. 

Weekly  Benefit  Society,  S,  F. 

Youths'  Mutual  Endowment  Ass'n,  S,  F. 

♦Indorsed  by  leading  business  men. 

+ 'Absorbed'  by  a  New  York  association,  which 
did  not  assume  its  debts.  The  Home  Benefit 
had  about  $90,000  unpaid  claims,  to  pay  which 
the  members  were  specially  assessed. 
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Will  Increase   Its   Capital   Stock. 

The  stockholders  of  the  British  Amer- 
ica have  voted  to  increase  the  capital 
stock  from  $750,000  to  $1,000,000.  The 
new  stock  will  be  issued  at  115  per  cent. 


Sixty-Eight  Per  Cent.  Loss  Ratio. 

The  February  Coast  Review  was  the 
first  to  announce  that  the  loss  ratio  for 
1899  was  68  per  cent.  January  and  Feb- 
ruary have  been  "warm  numbers,"  and 
the  present  outlook  for  1900  is  not  at  all 
favorable.  The  only  remedy  foi'  this  sick- 
ness is  a  good  blended  dose  of  common 
sense  and  higher  rates.  Rates  are  too 
low  in  these  United  States. 


Nobody  Saw  the  Church  Burn. 
The  inhabitants  of  Del  Mar,  southern 
California,  awoke  on  the  morning  of  Feb- 
ruary 24,  and  found  a  surprising  bit  of 
news.  In  the  night  the  Presbyterian 
church  and  a  vacant  cottage  a  block 
away  had  burned  to  the  ground.  Not  a 
single  inhabitant  saw  either  fire.  It  is 
not  doubted  that  both  fires  were  caused 
by  incendiaries.  The  church  was  owned 
by  a  Riverside  attorney.  The  cottage 
was  the  only  building  with  plastered  walls 
in  the  village. 


A  Canadian  Philanthropist. 

Some  time  since  a  Canadian  patriot 
philanthroi^ist,  acting  thi-ough  Sir  Chas. 
Tupper — and  whose  identity  has  never 
been  disclosed  —  made  the  financial 
arrangements  to  have  issued  a  $1,000  pol- 
icy of  insui'ance  upon  the  life  of  every 
Canadian  volunteer  sent  into  active  ser- 
vice in  South  Africa. 

The  authorities  in  Victoria,  B.  C,  had 
some  doubts  as  to  the  scope  of  the  prof- 
fered relief  and  more  particularly  on  the 
question  whether  the  lives  of  the  British 
Columbians  killed  at  Modder  river  were 
covered  by  the  fund.  These  doubts  have 
recently  been  set  at  rest  by  the  federal 
authorities  in  Ottawa.  It  is  now  known 
that  not  only  will  an  insurance  of  $1,000 
be  paid  to  the  next  of  kin  of  each  of  those 
killed,  but  that  proportionate  insurance 
will  be  paid  to  the  injured  who  may  have 


been  permanently  disabled;  at  the  same 
time  the  Dominion  government  will  make 
a  liberal  allowance  for  the  bereaved  and 
the  injured. 

The  Victoria-Montreal. 

This  company  is  a  free  lance  in  British 
Columbia..  We  are  as  yet  unable  to 
gather  any  particulars  aboi;t  its  re- 
sources. It  seems  likely  it  will  always  be 
strong  enough  to  smell  bad. 


Michigan  Rates   and  Losses. 

Rates  wore  reduced  in  Michigan  last 
year,  but  fortunately  the  losses  made  only 
a  nominal  advance,  while  the  amount 
written  and  the  premium  income  in- 
creased materially.  The  loss  ratio  was  52 
percent.,  but  the  unearned  premium  being 
deducted,  the  loss  experience  is  54  per 
cent.,  which  is  the  average  for  the  past 
twenty  years. 

Attacking  Subrogation  Clause. 

An  Iowa  legislator  has  introduced  a  bill 
nullifying  all  subrogation  clauses  in  insur- 
ance policies.  He  contends  that  as  the 
insurer  receives  the  premium  it  should 
pay  the  loss,  without  any  recourse  to  a 
third  party  whose  negligence  was  the 
cause  of  the  lire.  Railroad  companies 
would  be  pleased  to  have  such  a  law 
enacted  in  every  state;  but  the  elimina- 
tion of  the  subrogation  clause  in  the 
policy  would  necessarily  increase  the  cost 
of  fire  insurance.  Not  only  would  the  loss 
ratio  be  increased  by  the  loss  of  this  re- 
source, but  the  absence  of  penalty  would 
increase  negligence  in  the  matter  of  pre- 
cautions against  fire. 


Bush  Fires  in  Australasia. — The 
last  steamer  brings  an  account  of  the 
most  disastrous  bush  fires  in  Victoria 
experienced  in  the  last  fifty  years.  The 
entire  Warrnamboo  district  has  been  de- 
vastated and  the  damage  is  estimated  at 
$2,000,000.  The  fire  broke  out  simul- 
taneously in  various  parts  of  the  colony 
and  burned  for  two  days  and  three  nights, 
finally  burning  itself  out  the  morning  of 
January    31st.      The    whole   country    be- 
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tween  Dunkeld  and  Mortlake  is  a  mass  of 
blackness.  Seven  persons  perished  in  the 
iiaraes,  which  swept  over  a  tract  forty 
miles  long-  and  thirty  miles  wide,  consum- 
ing 1,000,000  acres  of  grass,  six  wool  ware- 
houses, 2,000  sheep,  1,000  cattle  and 
horses. 

Acetylene  Gas  Explosion. 

The  opera-house  buildiiie:  at  Ipswith,  S.  D.,/ 
was  wrecked  b.v  an  acetj^lene  gas  explosionj 
last  month. 

Newark  Conflagfation. 

Newark,  N.  J.,  where  the  board  of  trade, 
editors,  doctors  and  other  born  underwriters 
recently  proved  that  rates  were  too  high,  suf- 
fered from  the  "greatest  fire  in  the  history 
of  the  cit3',"  February  27.  The  loss  is  esti- 
mated at  a  million.  Twenty  or  more  build- 
ings and  their  costly  contents  are  now  ashes. 
A  press  dispatch  says  that  one  hundred  thou- 
sand spectators  helped  make  the  lot  of  the 
policemen  unhappy. 


Gasoline   Explosion. 

On  February  26,  in  Alameda,  Cal.,  Agnes 
Jollj-mour,  a  clerk  at  the  store  of  P.  W. 
Wobber,  was  probably  fatally  injured  from  an 
explosion  of  gasoline.  Chief  Ki-auth  of  the 
fire  department  extinguished  the  blaze  in  the 
young  woman's  clothing  and  with  a  fire  ex- 
tinguisher saved  Webber's  stock.  A  lighted 
lamp  was  the  cause  of  the  explosion.  It  was 
near  the  spot  behind  a  counter  where  the 
young  woman  was  pouring  the  gasoline  and 
had  been  forgotten. 


Acknow^Iedgments. 

Commissioner  E.  L.  Scofield  of  Connecticut 
i.s  out  with  the  thirty-fifth  annual  report  from 
the  department.  The  record  shows  that 
since  the  reorganization  of  the  commissioner's 
department  in  '71  the  companies'  premium 
receipts  have  enriched  the  state's  coffers  to 
the  amount  of  $1,366,737,  while  the  expendi- 
tures of  supervision  and  of  the  department 
have  been  only  $.>39,503. 

Right  on  the  heels  of  volume  3  here  comes 
volume  4  of  the  Barnes  Condensed  Edition 
New  York  Insurance  Report,  Years  1871-77 
are  covered.  Messrs.  Miller,  Chapman  and 
the  Smyths  were  superintendents.  The 
nature  of  these  condensed  reports,  authorized 
by  the  legislature,  was  explained  in  the 
Februai-y  Coast  Review.  They  are  valuable 
contributions   to   insurance  literature.      The 


reports  cover  the  forming  and  critical  periods 
of  American  underwriting. 

New  York  Insurance  Report,  Part  I. — For 
an  early  copy  of  this  invaluable  annual  we  are 
indebted  to  Sup't  Payn.  We  quote  from  it 
elsewhere,  and  complete  a  nine-years'  com- 
pilation of  American  fire  business,  on  another 
?e.  

Comparison  Betw^een  Two  Great  Life  Offices. 

Managers  of  life  insurance  companies  have 
given  more  or  less  encouragement  to  special 
letters,  circulars,  and  even  to  anonymous 
literature,  "running  down"  rivals  and  mak- 
ing comparisons  not  always  perfectly  fair.  It 
is  urged  in  behalf  of  this  kind  of  ammunition, 
or  of  this  method  of  fighting,  that  "it  stirs  up 
the  boys"  to  renewed  efforts  to  get  business. 
It  gives  them  heart  and  vim,  and  arouses  com- 
bativeness,  it  has  been  said;  and  the  evils  of 
a  blow  received  are  nothing  compared  to  the 
benefits  of  the  blow  returned— even  if  both 
are  below  the  belt. 

The  following  specimen  of  comparative 
tabulation,  however,  seems  eminently  fair 
and  is  certainly  legitimate.  The  company 
making  the  poor  showing  can  not,  of  course, 
justly  complain,  for  it  is  constantly  making 
comparative  figures  cleverly  compiled  to  show 
its  superiority  to  "the  other  fellow "  : 

Bis         Competing 
Mutual        Mutual 

Increase  in  Assets 8.11%  11.60% 

Increase  in  Business 1.93  7.53 

Ratio  of  Surplus 16.27  27.81 

Ratio  of  Mortality  to  Insurance   .      1.43  .94 

Ralio.of  Mortality  to  Expected    .  73.44  '64.08 

Ratio  of  Expense  to  Insurance  .   .      1.02  .67 

Ratio  of  Expense  to  Premiums  .    .  22.21  17.79 

Ratio  of  Expense  to  Loading  .   .   .  97.58  81.91 

Ratio  of  Cost  of  New  Business  .   .  91.99  AOM 

Ratio  Interest  Earned 4.89  5.33 

Ratio  Required  Interest  Earned  .  141.42  158.98 

Ratio  Interest  to  Death  Losses    .  86.37  132.51 
Ratio    Surplus    Earned    to   Total 

Income .  15.29  22  39 

Ratio  Same  in  Five  Years   ....  12.88  22.44 
Percentage  Insurance  Gained  to 

Written 12.57  47.25 

Percenlageof  Not  Taken  Business  22.66  11.51 

Ratio  of  Insurance  Lapsed  .   .  .   .      7.76  2.51           f 

Ratio  of  Insurance  Surrendered    .     3.50  1.14 

TuE  NoKTH  German  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany has  just  undergone  examination  by  the 
Nebraska  insurance  department.  John  M. 
Gilchrist,  who  made  the  examination,  reports 
that  the  annual  statement  is  fully  verified. 
He  also  certifies  to  the  admirable  system  of 
accounting  and  the  general  method  of  con- 
ducting the  business. 
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Work  on  the  Coast  Review  Chart. 

The  Coast  Review  Fire  Insurance  Chart 
is  now  well  under  way.  Special  figures 
tor  this  chart  are  coming  in  earlier  this 
year.  It  will  be  the  best  chart  ever 
issued  from  this  office. 


The  Drouth  Broken. 

In  southern  California  and  in  some  of 
the  big  valleys  in  the  north  and  central 
parts  of  the  state  there  has  been  a  de- 
ficiency of  rainfall  recently.  In  the  ex- 
treme southern  part  of  the  state  effects 
have  been  severe.  The  drouth  was  broken 
last  week  by  a  general  rainstorm  extend- 
ing into  Mexico.  The  present  outlook  for 
crops  in  the  Pacific  West  is  excellent. 


The  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  of  New 
York. 

IT  PASSES  THE  THREE  HUNDRED  MILLION  POST 
IN  ASSETS,  AND  HAS  OVER  A  BILLION  AND 
FIFTY-TWO   MILLION  OF  INSURANCE  IN   FORCE. 

The  annual  statement  of  this  great  life 
insurance  company,  as  printed  on  the 
opposite  page,  tells  a  story  of  world-wide 
business  and  gigantic  resources,  at  the 
first  glance  at  its  totals  of  income,  dis- 
bursements, assets  and  surplus.  The 
only  thing  left  for  us  to  say  is  to  note  the 
progress  made. 

The  Mutual  Life  is  now  a  three  hun- 
dred millionaire  in  the  matter  of  assets, 
and  is  therefore  the  largest  financial  in- 
stitution on  the  globe.  It  gained  in  pre- 
miums, in  income,  in  assets,  in  insui-ance 
in  force,  in  new  business,  and  in  surplus, 
last  year. 

RECORD    FOR   TEN    YEARS. 

Year.  Assets.                          Gain. 

1890  .       ...  $146,494.179.9.5        f  10,8ri.5,(;40.~.5 

1891 l.-)8,l'i4,244.5r  Il,t3.30,0li4.(;3 

1892 173,193,263.04  1.5,069,018.47 

1893  ....  184,935,690.80  11,742,427.76 

1894  ...  202,289,423.65  17,3.53,7.32  85 

1895 219,704.0.53.20  17,414,629.55 

1896 234,744,148.42  1.5.040,09.5.22 

1897 253,786,437.66  19,042,289.24 

1898 277,517,325.36  23,730,887.70 

1899 301,844..537.52  24,327,212.16 

Record    for 
ten  years.    .$301,844,537.52       $166,205,998.32 


In  these  ten  years  the  company  has 
more  than  doubled  its  assets,  gaining 
$166,205,998,  an  average  of  $16,620,000  a 
yeai",  or  $1,38.5,000  a  month. 

In  1899  the  claims  paid  arising  from  the 
death  of  policyholders  amounted  to  $15,- 
629,9.79,  and  in  addition  to  this  the  com- 
pany paid  during  the  twelve  months 
$10,739,057  on  account  of  endowments, 
dividends,  etc.  The  general  business  in 
1899,  when  compared  with  the  results 
during  the  previous  year,  is  highly  satis- 
factory. The  insurance  in  force  Decem- 
ber 31,  1898,  amounted  to  $971,711,997. 
On  December  31.  1899,  the  business  in 
force  aggregated  $1,052,665,211.  Since  its 
organization  in  1843  the  Mutual  Life  has 
paid  to  its  policyholders  $514,117,946. 

There  are  a  number  of  very  successful 
Mutual  Life  general  agents  on  the  Pacific 
Coast,  but  General  Agent  A.  B.  Forbes 
of  San  Francisco  leads  in  new  business 
and  insurance  in  force.  In  California  the 
Mutual  Life  leads  in  new  business  and  in 
amount  in  force. 


Vice-President  Washburn  of  the 
Home  gave  a  dinner  to  the  Western  field 
men,  at  Chicago,  last  month. 

Cincinnati.— Manager  H.  M  Magill 
of  the  Phoenix  of  Hartfoi'd  has  rented  the 
eighth,  ninth  and  tenth  floors  on  the 
northeast  corner  of  Elm  and  Foui-th 
streets.  For  twenty  years  the  offices  have 
been  in  their  present  less  commodious 
quarters. 

The  supreme  court  of  Iowa  has  ruled 
that  "noon,"  in  a  fire  policy,  is  solar 
time,  not  "standard"  time.  Insured 
building  caught  fire  and  burned  several 
minutes  after  policy  expired  according  to 
clock  time,  but  according  to  sun  time  the 
loss  occurred  before. 

"Debenture"  companies  have  been 
refused  a  license  in  Indiana.  They  will 
probably  come  to  California,  where  suck- 
ers abound.  There  is  one  debenture  com- 
pany now,  with  well-baited  hooks,  in  the 
state:  not  to  mention  "tontine  savings," 
"diamond"  and  other  forms  of  the  old 
"endowment"  swindles. 
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The  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co. 


OK     NEW     YORK 
RICHARD     A.     MCCURDY.     PRESIDENT 


Statement    for    the    Year    ending    December    31st,    1899 

Accordimj  to  the  Stanilnrd  of  the  Insurance  Departtnent  of  the  Mate  of  New  York 


INCOME 

Received  for  Premiums     - 

From  all  other  Sources      _  _  _  _ 

DISBURSEMENTS 

To  Policyholders  for  Claims  by  Death 

To  Policyholders  for  Endowments,  Dividends,  etc. 

For  all  other  accounts        _  _  _  _ 


ASSETS 

United  States  Bonds  and  other  Securities  -  - 

First  Lien  Loans  on  Bond  and  Mortgage  -  -  _ 

Loans  on  Bonds  and  other  Securities         _  _  _ 

Loans  on  Company's  Policies         _  _  _  _ 

Real  Estate  :     Company's  12   Office  Buildings,  and  other 
Properties       ______ 

Cash  in  Banks  and  Trust  Companies  _  _  _ 

Accrued  Interest,  Net  Deferred  Premiums,  etc.     -  - 


$44,524,519  22 
14,365,557  99 

$58,890,077  21 


$15,629,979  43 
10,739,057  12 
12,228,444  13 

$38,597,480  68 

$173,185,461  74 

74,794,821  63 

6,330,000  00 

4.374.636  66 

23,186,525  06 
13,012,455  02 

6.960.637  41 

$301,844,537  52 


LIABILITIES 

Policy  Reserves,  etc.  _  _  _ 

Contingent  Guarantee  Fund 
Available  for  Authorized  Dividends 


Insurance  and  Annuities  in  force 


-       $251,711,988  61 

47,952,548  91 

2,180,000  00 

$301,844,537  52 
$1,052,665,211    64 


1  have  carefully  examined  the  foregoing  Statement  and  find  the  same  to  be  correct;  liabilities 
calculated  by  the  Insurance  Department.  CHARLES  A.  PRELLER,  Auditor 


Samuel  D.  Babcock 

RiCHAKD  A.  McCUBDY 

James  C.  Holden 
Hermann  C.  von  Post 
Oliver  Harriman 
Robert  Olyphant 
George  F.  Baker 
Dudley  Olcott 
Frederick  Cromwell 


BOiVRD    OK 

JULIEN  T.  Da  VIES 

Chas.  R.  Henderson 
RUFUS  VV.  Peckham 
J.  Hobart  Herrick 
Wm.  p.  Dixon 
Robert  A.  Granniss 
Henry  H.  Rogers 
Jno.  W.  Auchincloss 
Theodore  Morford 


TRUSTEKS 
William  Babcock 
Stuyvesant  Fish 
Aug.  D.  Juilliard 
Charles  E.  Miller 
Walter  R.  Gillette 
H.  Walter  Webb 
George  G.  Haven 
Adrian  Iselin,  Jr. 
George  S.  Bowdoin 


William  C.  Whitney 
Wm.  Rockefeller 
James  N.  Jarvie 
Chas.  D.  Dickey,  Jr. 
Elridge  T.  Gerry 
A.  N.  Waterhodse 
William  J.  Sewell 
James  Speyer 
Charles  Lanier 


ROBERT   A.    GRANNISS,  VICE-PRESIDENT 


WALTER  R.  GILLETTE,  General  Manatzer 
ISAAC  F.  LLOYD,  2d  Vice-President  DUER  duP.  BRECK,  Corresponding  Secretarv 

WILLIAM  J.  EASTON,  Secretary  ALBERT  KLAMROTH,  Assistant  Secretary 

FREDERIC  CROMWELL.  Ti-easurer  0  oecieidi  j 

JOHN  .A..  FOND.-V.  Assistant  Treasurer  JAMES  TI.VIP30N,  2d  Assistant  Treasurer 

WILLIAM  P.  SANDS.  Cashier  EDWARD  P.  HOLDEN,  Assistant  Cashier 

EMORY  McCLINTOCK,  Actuary 
^a"Io?-"^'.'^-^'^^oS?/i^i,'^®.'^°?^'^^^  Actuary  WILLIAM  A.  HUTCHESON,  Associate  Actuarv 

CHARLES  A.  PRELLER.  Auditor  WILLIAM  W.  RICHARDS.  Comotroller 

C.  CLIFFORD  GRETSINGER,  Assistant  Auditor  HENRY  S.  BROWl^  Assis  ant^omp  ro^ 

EDWAKD  LYMAN  SHORT.  General  Solicitor  "mptioiiei 

Medical  Directors:    ELIAS  J.  MARSH,  M.  D.,    GRANVILLE  M.  WHITE,  M.  D. 


Address,  A.  B.  FORBES  &  SON,  Mutual  Life  BId'g,  San  Francisco. 
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Largest  Industrial  Company. 
The  Metropolitan  of  New  York  is  the 
lar'j,'-ost  industrial  life  insurance  company. 
It  loads  the  woi'ld  in  amount  written  last 
year — both  industrial  and  oi'dinary— $313, - 
439,721.  It  has  $800, 531.009  in  force— all 
but  $10,000,000  in  the  United  States.  It 
has  $50,7(32,097  assets.  This  company 
mig-ht  easily  lead  all  companies  in  amonnt 
of  insui-ance  in  force.  It  is  marvelous  to 
note  that  though  writing  $253, 396, (520  in- 
dustrial business  last  year  the  percentage 
of  collections  was  99.25. 


Dangerous  Acetylene. 

Prof.  J.  Vertuss  writing  in  the  Chemical 
Zeitung  on  some  of  the  drawbacks  to  the 
use  of  acetylene,  among  other  things, 
says: 

"Unfortunately,  lighting  by  acetylene  still 
presents  numerous  difficulties,  to  which  I  am 
desirous  of  calling  the  attention  of  specialists 
and  others,  now  that  I  have  had  the  opportun- 
ity of  examining  the  installation  which  sup- 
plies the  town  of  Veszprim  in  Hungary. 

"Let  us  first  consider  the  carbide,  the 
soui'ce  of  all  the  trouble.  This  body  is  never 
pure,  but  always  contains  at  least  20  per  cent, 
of  impurities. 

"I  must  here  again  mention  that  the  carbide 
contains  sulphur,  phosphorus  and  nitrogen, 
fi'om  which  it  results  that  the  acetylene  will 
be  contaminated  with  sulphureted  hydrogen, 
phosphureted  hydrogen  and  ammonia.  The 
acetylene  must,  therefore,  be  purified  to  the 
same  extent  as  is  coal  gas,  for  fear  that  its 
use  in  closed  places  might  cause  serious  acci- 
dents. 

"But  the  greatest  drawback  of  all  is  that 
acetylene  burns  with  a  smoky  flame.  Cei-- 
tainly  the  flame  does  not  smoke  at  first,  but 
after  200  or  .300  hours  smoke  begins  to  be 
formed.  This  is  caused  by  the  burners  attain- 
ing a  temperature  higher  than  that  of  the 
decomposition  of  the  acetylene,  and  thus  the 
gas  is  decomposed  into  carbon  and  hydrogen. 

"I  have  also  noticed  a  very  curious  phenome- 
non in  the  gas  pipes.  I  there  found  a  deposit 
of  finely  divided  carbon,  like  soot.  I  also 
found  a  very  remarkable  liquid  condensation, 
consisting  of  carbides  of  hydrogen.  These 
bodies  are  also  formed  in  the  generators 
whence  the  necessity  of  using  siphons.  We 
thus  see  that  it  is  quite  erroneous  to  imagine 
that  acetylene  does  nx)t  require  purifying. 


"There  is  still  another  inconvenience  re- 
sulting from  impurities  contained  in  acety- 
lene. It  is  by  no  means  uncommon  to  see,  in  a 
closed  place,  a  sort  of  fog  fill  the  I'oom  after  a 
longer  or  shorter  interval.  What  is  the  cause 
of  this  phenomenon?  The  acetylene  is  de- 
composed in  the  burner,  the  carbon  is  depos- 
ited while  the  hydrogen  burns,  giving  rise  to 
the  formation  of  watery  vapor;  and  it  is  this, 
in  conjunction  with  the  ammonia,  the  sulphur- 
eted hydrogen  and  the  phosphureted  hydro- 
gen, which  produces  the  fog,  causing  headache 
and  nausea. 


Foreign  Notes. 
TnE  birth-rate  in   England   and    Wales  in 
1899  was  29.3  per  1,000  of  population,  which  is 
lower  than  that  in  any  other  year  on  record. 

No  FEWER  than  nineteen  bills  affecting  in- 
surance interests  in  some  way  or  another  have 
been  read  a  first  time  in  the  British  house  of 
commons. 

IN    LOXUOX. 

One  uundked  and  fourteen  deaths  is  the 
record  for  1S99  due  from  low- flash  oil.  This 
exceeds  by  nine  the  record  due  to  the  same 
cause  in  1898. 

One  of  the  Manchester  Assurance  Com- 
pany's office  staff  in  London  "listed"  as  a  vol- 
unteer, but  was  rejected  by  the  authorities 
on  account  of  decayed  teeth,  notwithstanding 
his  strenuous  protestations  that  his  desire 
was  to  "shoot  the  Boers,  not  to  eat  them." 

The  London  city  authorities  have  been  once 
more  agitating  the  question  of  assessing  the 
fire  offices  for  larger  contributions  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  department.  The  fire 
offices,  on  the  other  hand,  say  they  are  quite 
prepared  to  raise  the  issue  of  no  payment 
whatever. 

PLACES   OF    AMUSEMENT. 

London's  fire  department  put  on  a  staff  of 
three  inspectors  last  year  to  look  after  places 
of  amusement  and  public  halls  exclusively.. 
Their  reports  show  that  a  number  of  modern 
theatres  w-ere  found  equipped  with  obsolete 
and  useless  fire  appliances.  From  one  theatre 
so  many  as  thirteen  van-loads  of  stage  proper- 
ties, all  highly  inflammable,  of  course,  were 
taken  out  on  orders  from  the  chief. 

THE    VALUE   OF    AN    EYE. 

A  WOMAN  flax-spinner  at  Banbridge  had  an 
eye  accidentally  injured  by  a  fellow  worker 
with  a  knife.  She  was  totally  incapacitated 
for  four  mouths.    Her  average  weekly   earn- 
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ings  were  seven  shillings  eight  pence.  The 
judge  awarded  her  three  shillings  ten  pence 
per  week  thereafter,  subject  to  the  latter 
sum  being  revised  if  it  turned  out  that  the 
applicant  was  able  to  earn  more  than  four 
shillings  eight  pence  per  week. 

FIKES    IN    LONDON. 

London  had  3,846  fires  last  year.  Of  these 
216  were  serious  and  3,630  were  slight.  The 
average  number  of  fires  per  year  for  the  pre- 
vious ten  years  was  3,173.  The  number  of 
fires  in  which  life  was  endangered  was  191. 
The  number  in  which  loss  of  life  occurred  was 
102.  "As  long  as  the  parafine  lamp,"  says  the 
chief,  "remains  a  dangerous  article  of  house- 
hold use,  and  as  long  as  the  conditions  under 
which  people  in  London  live  continue,  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  I  cannot  anticipate  any 
reduction  in  these  figures." 


not  having  passes.  ■  Thris  is  sad;  for  the 
seven  are  brilliant  talkers,  on  occasion. 
Col.  Alson  Old  is  not  the  only  pebble. 


Northwestern  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co, 

The  annual  statement  of  January  1, 
1900,  as  briefly  set  forth  on  another  page, 
shows  the  following  figures: 

Assets $126,646,728 

Liabilities,  Including  tontine  and 
semi-tontine  surplus 121,112,031 

General  surplus $    5.534.697 

Approximate  surplus  accumula- 
tions to  meet  tontine  and  semi- 
tontlne  contracts 21,392,383 

$26,927,080 
The  insurance  in  force,  all  in  the  United 
States,  amounts  to  $497,006,125,  which  is 
a  gain  of  $39,893,387  in  the  year.  Alto- 
gether, $73,430,743  of  new  business  was 
written  in  1899. 

The  Northwestern  Mutual  is  repre- 
sented on  this  Coast  by  Clarence  M.  Smith 
for  California,  S.  T.  Lockwood  &  Son  for 
Oregon,  and  John  L.  Cole  for  Washing- 
ton. A  large  business  is  transacted  in 
this  field,  some  idea  of  which  can  be  gath- 
ered from  General  Agent  Smith's  Cali- 
fornia figures  for  1899,  which  alone  are  at 
hand  as  we  write.  Neai-ly  eleven  millions 
of  insurance  is  in  force  in  the  state,  and 
$1,()28,910  of  new  business  was  written 
last  year. 

The  Once-a-Year  Club  met  and  en- 
joyed themselves  without  the  I'ompany  of 
the  seven  San  Francisco  insurance  journal- 
ists  unable  to  accept    their   invitation — 


National  Life  Insurance    Company    of  Wash- 
ington, 

It  was  an  act  of  congress  whereby  the 
National  Life  of  the  United  States  was 
incorporated.  Jay  Cooke  of  Philadelphia 
was  one  of  the  prime  spirits  of  the  new 
venture.  The  principal  office  was  at  one 
time  in  Chicago.  In  recent  years  there 
has  been  no  new  business  written.  Only 
a  million  and  a  half  insurance  is  in  force. 
When  the  banking  house  of  Jay  Cooke  & 
Co.  failed,  the  National  was  so  unlucky 
as  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  H.  J.  Furber, 
a  man  of  somewhat  large  reputation. 

But  now  the  National  has  been  pur- 
chased by  men  who  have  faith  in  its 
future  under  the  management  of  C.  E. 
Mabie,  of  the  Iowa  Life  and  the  North- 
western Life  of  Chicago.  With  the  busi- 
ness and  resources  of  these  companies  plus 
the  business  and  resources  of  the  rein- 
surer, the  National  Life  of  Washington 
will  begin  a  new  life  under  conditions 
favorable  to  its  success. 


Debenture  Sw^indles. 

The  American  people  like  to  be  hum- 
bugged. The  latest  pleasure  in  this  form 
is  called  the  mutual  debenture  contract. 
Companies  issuing  them  are  springing  up 
all  over  the  country.  No  capital  other 
than  "gall"  is  required.  The  victims  are 
from  all  classes  of  society — ^the  same  peo- 
ple who  bought  "mutual  endowment"  in- 
surance and  invested  in  the  late  lamented 
get-rich-quick  concerns  patterned  after 
Mrs.  Howe's  bank.  Two  of  these  deben- 
ture companies  were  recently  electrified 
to  find  they  were  debarred  from  Indiana, 
where  every  other  form  of  swindle  is  en- 
couraged. They  have  hopes,  for  is  there 
not  Gov.  Mount,  the  friend  of  the  poor 
and  oppressed?  He,  surely,  will  not  allow 
the  banks  to  monopolize  the  money  of  the 
saving. 

Let  these  rejected  debenture  companies 
come  to  California,  where  no  authoiity 
will  interpose   any  objection,  and  where 
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tlio  crop  of  fooltj  is  perennial.  Bankers, 
hotel-keepers,  lawyers  and  politicians  will 
serve  as  figure-head  oflticers  or  directors, 
and  the  debenture  contracts  can  be  sold 
all  the  way  from  Bryant  to  California 
street  and  Barbary  Coast.  Welcome  to 
frauds  for  the  bitter  instruction  of  bitten 
fools! 

Value  of  an  Arm. 
An  Astoria,  Or.,  court  has  a  suit 
brought  by  John  Pentilla  against  the 
Clatsop  Mill  Co.,  for  $20, 114,  alleged  dam- 
ages for  the  loss  of  his  arm,  which  had  to 
be  amputated  because  of  an  accident  in 
the  mill. 


The  American  of  Newark. 

The  reinsurance  of  the  Rockford  last 
year  by  the  American  of  Newark  gives 
this  thriving  New  Jersey  company  a  big 
advance  in  premium  income  and  in  rein- 
surance reserve.  The  reinsurance  reserve 
advanced  from  $552,064  to  $1,415,791,  and 
the  premiums  from  $526,553  to  $1,009,356. 
By  the  way,  the  reader  is  cautioned 
against  an  error  in  the  preliminary 
"Latest  Figures"  printed  in  the  February 
Coast  Review.  The  premiums  wei'e  un- 
derstated. The  loss  incurred  ratio  was 
less  than  45  percent.,  and  not  51  per  cent. 
The  American  is  a  strong  company,  with 
over  $2,000,000  surplus  to  policyholders, 
nearly  three-fifths  of  which  is  net  surplus 
in  excess  of  capital  and  all  liabilities. 
The  American  is  operating  in  this  field 
under  the  management  of  L.  B.  Edwards. 
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Russian  Health  Insurance.— An 
American  in  Moscow  saw  a  throng  of 
people  before  the  Kremlin,  gathered  there 
to  adore  a  "wonder-working"  sacred  pic- 
ture 250  years  old.  It  is  covered  with 
pearls  and  precious  stones.  This  picture 
19  black  with  age,  and  has  a  gash  in  one 
cheek,  said  to  have  been  made  by  a  Tar- 
tar officer.  The  picture  is  jealously 
guarded  as  a  precious  relic  effecting  mirac- 
ulous cures.  It  is  taken  in  a  royal  car- 
riage every  day  to  the  homes  of  the  sick. 
Grateful  beneficiaries  give  its  custodians 
jewels  and  large  sums  of  money. 


New  Reinsurance  Law^s. 

The  laws  which  are  on  the  books  of  several 
of  the  Western  states,  prohibiting  fire  insur- 
ance companies  from  re-insuring  in  unauthor- 
ized companies,  are  causing  admitted  compa- 
nies considerable  trouble,  and  tend  to  reduce 
the  lines  that  several  companies  carry. 

Heretofore  it  has  been  the  custom  for  a 
company  to  authorize  a  large  maximum  line 
and  re-insure  it  down  to  the  net  line  when  it 
reached  the  western  department  or  home  oflice. 
One  effect  of  these  laws  has  been  the  admis- 
sion of  several  companies  to  these  states  which 
do  a  re-insurance  business  only.  There  are 
some  small  companies  which  re-insure  for  other 
companies  that  have  had  to  enter  these  states, 
and  also  there  ai-e  several  foreign  companies 
that  do  only  a  I'e-insurance  business  that  have 
been  licensed.  Among  the  later  are  such 
companies  as  the  Salamandra  of  Russia;  the 
Moscow  of  Russia;  the  Cologne  Reinsurance 
Company,  Munich  Reinsurance  Company,  and 
the  Bavarian  Mortgage  and  Exchange  Bank. 

In  some  cases  there  has  been  practically  a 
revolution  in  the  reinsurance  contracts.  Sev- 
eral foreign  companies  had  treaty  contracts 
with  companies  in  Europe  that  do  not  operate 
in  this  country  at  all,  and  according  to  the 
conti'act,  one  year's  notice  had  to  be  given  be- 
fore it  could  be  terminated.  The  general 
effect  has  been  to  level  the  lines,  and  more 
business  has  gone  to  companies  that  do  not 
write  such  large  lines.— Western  Under- 
writer. 

Fire  Losses  in  the  United  States.— The 
destruction  by  fire  in  this  country  last  year 
was  the  greatest  for  many  years.  The  total 
may  be  fairly  estimated  as  J!150,000,000,  dis- 
tributed, as  to  months  about  as  follows : 
January.   .   .$  11,500,000  July    .   .   .$  12,750,000 

February   .   .     19,750,000  Auf:rust  .   .     10.500,000 

March  ....     12,500,000  September    14,000,000 

Ajsril    ....      10,250,000  October    .      13,000,000 

May 10,000,000  November     13.500,000 

June     ....       7,750,000  December      14,500,000 


Total  fire  waste $ 


150,000,000 


Waitsburg,  Wash.,  has  purchased  200  feet 
of  new  hose. 

The  Mutual  Life  will  have  an  exhibit  at 
the  World's  Fair  in  Paris. 

The  State  Life  of  Indiana  has  effected  a 
loan  of  140,000  to  the  Masons  of  El  Paso, 
Texas,  at  six  per  cent,  interest  per  annum. 
The  money  is  to  be  used  for  the  construction 
of  a  temple  in  the  cactus  city. 
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German  Alliance  Insurance  Association. 

NET  SURPLUS  NEARLY  FOUR  AND  A  QUAR- 
TER MILLIONS--GAINS  IN  ASSETS  AND 
SURPLUS. 

The  German  Alliance  Insurance  Asso- 
ciation presents  an  attractive  statement  of 
its  resources,  on  the  opposite  pag.e.  The 
assets  amount  to  $9,177,235,  thus  placing 
the  association  in  the  front  rank  among 
fire  offices  as  regai'ds  resources.  Only  one 
foreign  branch  and  five  American  com- 
panies exceed  this  amount  of  assets. 

The  German  Alliance  Insurance  Asso- 
ciation is  especially  strong  in  surplus 
funds.  Its  net  surplus  is  $4,229,205,  while 
its  surplus  as  regards  policj^holders  is 
$5,(529,205.  It  is  a  very  strong  combina- 
tion. 

The  character  of  its  assets  is  briefly  set 
forth  in  the  abridged  statement.  First 
class  securities  all.  The  market  value  of 
its  stocks  and  bonds  is  $8,298,974,  which  is 
$l,(il5,2fi5  more  than  par  value. 

The  German  Alliance  Insurance  Asso- 
ciation policy  is  a  joint  policy  of  the 
German  Ametican  and  German  Alliance 
insurance  companies,  guaranteed  jointly 
and  separately  by  these  two  New  York 
companies. 

The  figures  of  the  association  are  the 
combined  figures  of  both  companies,  each 
of  which  has  a  handsome  net  surplus,  and 
a  lai'ge  surplus  as  regards  policyholders, 
and  jointly  make   a  still  better  showing. 

Geo.  H.  Tyson  has  charge  of  the  Pacific 
department.  General  Agent  Tyson's 
premium  receipts  last  year  exceeded  $300, - 
000,  with  a  loss  ratio  of  only  38  per  cent. 


A  South  Dakota  mutual,  the  Water- 
loo Hail,  is  insolvent,  but  it  is  suing  its 
members  just  the  same,  for  unpaid  assess- 
ments. This  is  a  reminder  of  what  the 
California  farmers  must  expect  if  they  in- 
sure in  fire  mutuals. 


Orleans  275,000,  &,larins  394:  Detroit 
305,000,  alarms  846;  Minneapolis  225,000, 
alarms  907;  Kansas  City  200,000,  alarms 
820;  Jersey  City  200,000,  alarms  430; 
Newark,  N.  J.,  280,000,  alarms  367;  Buf- 
falo 400,000,  alarms  890;  Cincinnati  373.- 
000,  alarms  925;  Indianapolis  170,000, 
alarms  957. 


An  Eastern  daily  prints  the  following: 
San  Francisco  population  350,000,  fire 
alarms  824:  Denver  170.000,  alarms  422; 
AVashington,  D.  C,  285,000,  alarms  642; 
Louisville     225,000,     alarms     595:      New 


Gobblestein  on  the  Scheme  of  Fire  Insurance. 

[From  The  CalifDrnia  Knapsack.] 
Cartena,  Loss  Ankullus  Koundy,  Kal.,  ) 
12  Feby.,  1900.  * 

Mesder  Edirhur: 

Yor  ladder  vos  receiveded  vot  en  yu  staid — 
longe  dime  yu  no  here  von  Gus  Gobblestein, 
vot  ees  der  madder  und  I  shold  ride  somedings 
von  der  Napsack  (vot  ees  dot  Napsack?  I 
dond  got  enny  mor  napsack  ah'eatty  seence  I 
vos  in  der  army). 

I  aint  ride  nutting  tu  yu  fur  tu  year  yit 
pecaus  dem  tam  Enchoorance  Manichurs, 
dey  mek  mee  tyert.  Der  Vire  Enschooi'ance 
Achents  bare,  shoor  nuf  "der  vwhite  mans  pur- 
den,"  mit  aul  der  Ovvicers  auf  Kompanies 
und  Manichurs  rightten  um  cirkulers  und 
ladders. 

Der  hole  skeem  auf  Vire  Inschooranc  und 
der  bressend  pasis  ees  youst  tu  mek  Kompani 
Ovvicers  unt  Manichurs  drau  pig  selleries 
mit  vich  tu  worret  der  Achents  tu  der  Loon- 
atick  Syleems  indo. 

Vot  der  Achents  vont  mit  Cirkulai's^  Vot 
du  Achents  kair  mit  Ovvicers  und  Manichurs? 
Nvddingfi — (Mosd  auf  dera  haf  pretzels  und 
sauerkraud  unter  der  hadts  ensted  of  prains 
alrettj-).  Vot  der  Achents  vont  mit  Kom- 
packs,  Vestern  Unions,  Ci'attet  Gommishuns 
und  suche  tam  voolishnesses?  I  askt  id  vonce 
more  auf  id,  "yot  dc7-  Achents  vatit  mit  cmV 
Dey  dond  vas  kneeded  en  der  peesiness. 

Py  chimminy,  id  mek  me  so  tam  mat  vend 
der  Achents  dond  see  vich  vay  der  wint 
plows  awaj' — Maypee  dey  dond  (sum  auf  em) 
hef  enny  moir  prains  as  der  Manichurs  unt 
shouldt  pe  ad  vonce  eggskused  unt  di'obbed 
auf  der  dome  auf  der  Kort  Haus  intu  der 
pottom  auf  der  See. 

Achents  vot  pin  en  peesiness  goot  many 
yeares  Icin  no  doud  subbrise  yu  pj'  delling  auf 
a  kase,  effry  fu  yeares,  ven  afder  offal  hart 
vork  he  gid  a  bolicj'^,  der  tam  Manichur  he 
acktuallj'  hef  der  Audacitce  tu  rit  em  a  ledder 
askin  voolish  quvestions  apoud  der  bropper 
rade  auf  it — Eggsposures  or  odder  dings  vot 
nopoddy  but  der  Lincolnpoops  coot  under- 
stand. 


INSURANCE  ASSOCIATION 

N.  Y. 

PAR  VALUE  MARKET  VALUE 

$1,350,000.00     United  States   Bonds $1,579,750.00 

1,352,784.00  New  York  City  and  Brooklyn  City  Bonds  ....     1,382,034.00 

200,000.00  Boston,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  Portland,  Or.,  Bonds     218,000.00 

1,829,000.00     Railroad  Bonds  .  • 2,129,850.00 

210,000.00  N.  Y.CitySt.  Railway  and  other  St.  Railway  Bonds      230,350.00 

95,000.00  N.Y.CityOasand  Electric  LightCompanies  Bonds       103,400.00 

154,000.00  Pennsylvania  Company  Bonds  and  other  Bonds  .        159,580.00 

1,256,850.00     Railroad   Stocks 1,929,599.00 

156,075.00     New  York  City  Bank  Stocks 290,011.00 

80,000.00  Standard  Oil  Co.  Stocks  and  Other   Stocks  .  •  •       276,400.00 


$6,683,709.00  $8,298,974.00 

Cash  in   Banks  and  Office $216,240.73 

Cash  in  hands  of  Agents  and  in  course  of  collection    593,182.64 
Accrued  Interest  not  included  in  Market   Values  •  838,00 

Real  Estate  owned  by  the  Company 15,000.00 

LoanssecuredbymortgagesonN.Y. City  real  estate     53,000.00     878,261.37 


Total     Assets $9,177,235.37 


CAPITAL  STOCK  (Invested  in  U.   S.   Bonds) ".  $1,400,000.00 

Reserve  Fund  for  Unexpired  Risks 2,927,451.94 

Reserve  Fund  for  Unsettled  Losses 394,955.48 

Reserve  Fund  for  all  other  Claims 225,622.39 

NET  SURPLUS  beyond  all  Liabilities 4,229,205.56 


$9,177,235.37 


PACIFIC     DEPARTMENT 

OEJO,  H.  TT^irSOIV,  Gemiejr«l  A^exxt, 

435  California  Street,  Merchants'  Exchange  Building,   San  Francisco,  Cai. 
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I  peen  in  dor  peesiiiess  a  pool  many  yeares 
now  alretty  und  I  kno  der  dole  ting  from  der 
berfrinKinR  tu  der  ont  auf  id  und  aul  trou  der 
ini(]dle  und  sidesof  It,  und  I  sai  tu  der  AcVients 
(iat  now  ees  der  dime  tu  dake  a,  jxild  hIhiuH. 
(Jid  out  der  old  fofjic  rutts  auf  der  pastd 
yeares.  Klimb  up  on  der  wheels  auf  dor  pand 
wappin  und  pid  on  der  top  auf  it. 

Tu  a  man  vot  kno  a  checkass  von  a  nexdt 
years  birds  nestd  id  ees  so  plain  lek  a  knose 
und  ees  fase. 

Vire  In.schoorance  ees  now  several  hundret 
yeares  olt.  Id  ees  reached  a  poind  now  al- 
retty auf  vat  der  hedt  mans  een  derunifer- 
sities  kalled  id  "f7n  KgoHact  Sicnce."  Derfor 
id  ees  mid  der  Achent.  Der  Arhent  pin  in  der 
peesiness  so  many  yeares  und  should  be  kred- 
ditted  mid  kapacitee  tu  run  der  peesiness  aul 
der  same  like  odder  peesiness  man  und  Mer- 
chand. 

Der  Achent  he  liefe  en  der  town  und  ho  kno 
aul  der  beoples  dere.  Der  beoples  dere  aul 
kno  him,  bud  der  beoples  dond  kno  der  Kom- 
panies.  Derfor  I  sai,  vot  passes  my  pompre- 
hension  ees,  vot  vor  du  der  Achent  vaunt  mit 
der  Kompanie.H— Der  Achents  vriends,  dey 
inschoor  mid  der  Achent,  nott  mid  der  Kom- 
panies.  Een  der  many  yeares  pone  py,  I  hav 
mate  aul  kintsauf  palkulations  frum  formulas 
sientifick,  und  my  konklusions  vorces  me  to 
sai  der  vill  pe  no  satisfacktion  und  everlasting 
settlemend  auf  der  prate  quvestions  midout 
entire  xcpcntlioii  nuf  Achentx  uud  KdmpanteH. 
Den,  und  nod  til  den,  vil  der  Achent  pe  on  der 
proad  und  hipher  plain  lek  odder  Merchand 
Brinces  auf  our  Kountry,  manichiug  ees  own 
peesiness. 

Der  Monish  vot  kums  tu  der  Merchand  into, 
pelonps  tu  der  Merchand.  Youst  so  id  ees 
mid  der  Achent  und  en  dis  vay  dey  gids  rit 
auf  Manichurs,  Spechul  Achents  und  Cir- 
kulars,  und  ees  heesown  Poss  ees  id  shouldt 
pe. 

Dis  ees  der  Korrect  soolootion  und  leafs  aul 
der  Monish  en  der  local  kommunity  vor  peer 
und  odder  necees.saries,  enstet  auf  peeing 
sendded  avay  py  draffs  tu  der  Manichurs. 

ova  OOBBLESTBIN. 


Unpleasant  Renunder  of  Youthful  Folly. 
Fifteen  years  ago  the  Millville  Mutual  Fire 
of  New  Jersey  went  the  way  of  all  fire 
mutuals.  It  was  supiKJsed  to  be  buried  and 
buried  deep.  But  here  is  the  receiver  bring- 
ing suits  against  the  old  members  to  recover 
assessments  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  defunct 
"dub."     And  he  is  collecting  them,    too,    by 


the  ;ii<l  of  the  iiiacliinory  of  the  law.  Think 
of  the  litigation  and  expenses  in  store  for  the 
farmers  of  the  Pacific  Coast  who  are  t)uyinp 
barpain  fire  insurance  at  the  mutuals' 
counters ! 

"Gentlemen  Wanted." 

(Jlaricinp  at  the  advertising  pages  of  an 
Knglish  exchange,  we  noted,  with  some 
amusement,  that  among  the  offerings  to 
agents  there  were  six  requiring  the  services 
of  a  "gentleman"and  only  one  agency  o|)enlng 
for  a  "man."  Only  one  office  advertised  for 
"canvassers." 

Marine  Dispute. 

The  bark  "Canada,"  tvoin  Tacoma,  arrived 
at  Skapuay,  and  anchored.  While  at  anchor 
.she  was  driven  ashore  and  was  wrecked.  The 
insurer  denied  all  liability,  and  has  ijeen  sued 
by  the  steamship  company.  The  defence  will 
be  that  further  liability  ceased  as  soon  as  the 
voyage  was  ended  and  the  vessel  cast  an(!hor. 
The  plaintiff  claims  that  the  insurance  held 
pood  until  the  carpo  was  on  the  dock.  The 
amount  involved  is  $13,000. 


Ed.  E.  Potter's  General  Agency. 
Last  year  (Jerieral  Agent  lOd.  E.  Potter 
wrote  $1(;(5,73.'{  premiums  for  the  Franklin  and 
Williamsburp  City.  Of  this  sum,  less  than 
*U»,()00  was  drawn  from  San  Francisco.  The 
increase  of  the  agency's  premiums  was  less 
than  S(0,000.  The  low  loss  ratio  of  ^7  per  cent, 
is  therefore  the  more  remarkable.  In  the 
yjrevious  year  the  loss  ratio  was  only  35  per 
cent,  (not  40  as  erroneously  given  in  our  Feb- 
ruary agency  table),  but  this  low  percentage 
might  then  have  been  attributed  in  part  to 
the  extraordinary  portion  of  new  business. 
Mr.  Potter  now  aLso  represents  the  filens 
Falls,  which  formerly  operated  in  this  field. 

Union  Mutual  Life  Progress. 

Prosperous  and  growing,  strong  and  con- 
.servative,  is  the  judgment  whicrh  must  be 
given  on  consideration  of  the  annual  figures  of 
the  Union' Mutual  Life  of  Portland,  Me.  In 
WJ'J  it  gained  over  $4,:i00,000  in  insurance  in 
force,  oyer  fl40,000  in  assets,  and  over  4!lfi«,000 
in  pnimiums.  At  home,  in  Maine,  under  the 
watchful  eyes  of  the  keenest  business  men  in 
the  world,  the  Union  Mutual  is  exceedingly 
popular.  The  confidence  f(;lt  in  the  company, 
especially  under  the  management  of  Presi- 
dent liichards,  is  convincingly  .shown  by  large 
gains  in  new  business  in  the  Pine  Tree  state 
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Out  here  on  the  Coast,  where  the  company 
has  maintained  an  agency  for  many  years,  it 
has  an  excellent  record  in  the  settlement  of 
claims.  General  Agent  Leavitt,  energetic 
and  agreeable,  has  also  helped  to  make  the 
company  popular,  and  has  extended  its  busi- 
ness to  a  noteworthy  degree. 


The  Phenix  of  Brooklyn  in  the  Pacific  West. 

The  Phenix  of  Brooklyn  wrote  $8.3,074 
net  premiums  in  the  Pacific  West  last 
year,  with  $47,738  losses  incurred.  As  we 
are  informed,  some  of  these  losses  wei-e 
on  old  business.  The  company  began 
business  anew  in  California  and  Washing- 
ton last  July,  and  latterly  began  business 
in  British  Columbia  as  well.  No  losses 
were  incurred  in  either  Washington  or 
British  Columbia.  State  Agent  H.  McD. 
Spencer  has  done  good  initial  work  in  his 
territorJ^ 

Rates  in  Anti-Compact  States, 

The  Coast  Review  used  to  contend  that 
anti-compact  laws  would  not  lower  pre- 
mium rates.  Confirmation  of  this  ex- 
treme view  we  now  find  in  an  interesting 
compilation  in  Insurance  Economics.  The 
average  rate  for  fourteen  years  in  the 
United  States  is  1.07,  while  in  five  anti- 
compact  states  it  is  1.24.  This  is  hardly 
as  fair  a  comparison  as  would  be  a  com- 
parison with  the  figures  of  five  adjacent 
compact  states.  The  average  rate  for  six 
years  in  the  United  States  has  been  1.11, 
and  for  the  five  anti-compact  states  1.27. 
The  percentage  of  reduction  for  the 
whole  country  since  '93  has  been  17.2, 
and  for  the  anti-compact  states  onlj'  7.8. 


Railroad  Life,  Accident  and  Health  Insurance. 

The  employes  of  the  Southei-n  Pacific 
Railroad  system  are  very  indignant  over 
the  new  insurance  scheme  which  is  being 
forced  upon  them.  It  is  denounced  as  an 
outrage.  There  is  talk  of  a  general  strike 
in  consequence. 

The  proposed  insurance  is  complicated. 
There  are  sick  benefits,  accident  insurance 
so  far  as  accidents  incurred  while  on  duty 
a,re  concerned,  and  life  insurance  as  well. 
The  law  of  California,  which  is  quite 
clear,  has  been  ignored  so  far. 


The  new  organization  is  a  department 
of  the  service,  to  be  known  as  the  South- 
ern Pacific  Relief  Department.  It  em- 
braces the  employes  of  the  S.  P.  and 
allied  railroads,  street  railroads,  steam- 
ship, construction,  mining,  commercial  or 
other  companies  engaged  in  business  or 
allied  to  or  in  harmony  with  that  of  the 
Southern  Pacific.  The  treasurer  is  the 
treasurer  of  the  railroad  company. 

The  S.  P.  contributes  $36,000  a  year; 
the  "constituent  companies"'  contribute 
each  proportionally  accoi'ding  to  the  num- 
ber of  their  employes.  Membership  is 
compulsory  as  to  new  employes;  it  is 
'•voluntary""  as  regai-ds  old  employes, 
except  those  who  have  not  been  contin- 
uously employed  since  March  1,  1900. 
Men  may  be  allowed  to  work  not  exceed- 
ing five  days  without  being  compelled  to 
become  members.  No  person  over  45,  or 
who  is  not  in  good  health,  shall  be  eligible 
to  membership.  It  is  said  this  provision 
implies  the  "weeding  out"  .of  older  men. 
Chinese  are  not  required  to  join. 

There  ai-e  six  earning  classifications: 
first  class,  those  not  earning  more  than 
$35  a  month;  other  classes,  $35  to  $50,  to 
$75,  to  $100,  to  $150,  and  sixth,  those  re- 
ceiving more  than  $150  a  month. 

Conti'ibutions  for  the  natural  death 
benefits  are  30  cents  per  month  per  $250, 
regardless  of  age. 

Accidental  injuries  are  limited  to  those 
produced  by  external  violence  while  at 
work.  Sunstrokes  and  frostbites  are  ex- 
cluded. Accidental  deaths  paying  ben- 
efits are  those  occurring  within  twenty-six 
weeks.  Payments  while  totally  disabled 
are  50  cents  a  day  for  class  first,  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty-six  weeks;  with  propor- 
tional benefits  for  other  classes.  Acci- 
dental death  benefits  range  from  $500  up. 
Free  medical  treatment  is  given.  Sick- 
ness benefits  are  50  cents  a  day,  not  exceed- 
ing a  year,  for  class  one,  and  higher  pro- 
portional benefits  for  other  classes. 

For  possible  accident  benefits  of  $3.50  a 
week  and  $500  if  death  results,  and  for 
$2.80  weekly  sickness  benefits  and  $250 
death  benefits,  the  cost  is  $10.80  per 
annum. 
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Benefits  are  wholly  forfeited  if  disability 
is  the  result  of  intemperate  use  of  stim- 
ulants, or  unlawful  acts  or  "immoral  con- 
duct, "  or  if  the  injury  is  i-eceived  in  any 
liquor  saloon,  gambling-  house  or  other 
disreputable  house.  "Disabled  members 
must  take  pi'oper  care  of  themselves," 
otherwise,  as  in  failure  to  follow  advice 
of  company  surgeon,  all  rights  are  for- 
feited. 

In  case  of  injury  to  a  member  he  may 
elect  to  accept  the  benefits  provided  for 
or  to  prosecute  such  claims  as  he  may 
have  at  law.  .  The  acceptance  of  benefits 
for  injury  shall  operate  as  a  release  and 
satisfaction  of  all  claims  for  damages. 

The  railroad  insurance  scheme  is  un- 
scientific. No  allowance  is  made  for 
health  or  age  or  family  history.  There 
is  no  medical  examination.  Several 
classes  pay  more  than  their  just  propor- 
tion. 

The  Southern  Pacific  and  allied  rail- 
roads and  other  companies  employ  many 
thousands  of  men  and  women.  The  pro- 
posed insurance  system,  which  is  really 
compulsory,  though  nominally  voluntary 
as  regards  old  employes,  will  seriously 
alTect  fraternal  and  other  assessment  life, 
accident  and  sickness  associations.  The 
employes  themselves  have  benefit  associa- 
tions, and  many  of  them  belong  to  frater- 
nal benefit  societies.  Few  can  afford  to 
retain  membei-ship.  Indeed,  it  is  urged 
against  the  arbitrary  action  of  the  rail- 
road company  that  the  main  purpose  of 
the  new  relief  department  is  to  kill  off  the 
various  railroad  employes'  societies,  which 
are  regarded  as  fomenters  of  organized 
strife. 

A  number  of  accident  companies  will 
lose  considerable  business,  not  all  of  which 
has  been  profitable,  however.  While  of 
course  they  can  solicit  railrgad  business 
as  heretofore,  no  orders  on  the  paymaster 
will  be  recognized,  and  the  most  of  the 
employes  can  not  afford  both  insurance 
and  compulsory  benefits. 

The  new  relief  department  will  doubt- 
less be  the  means  of  distinbuting  benefits 
among  the  improvident;  but  it  is  objec- 
tionable as  a  "paternal"  or  an  "imperial- 


istic" exercise  of  authority  entirely  out  of 
place  in  a  republican  country  and  among 
self  reliant,  intelligent  workingmen. 

The  Equitable's  Commission  Rates, 
A  life  note,  endorsed  by  an  exchange, 
erred  in  the  amounts  of  commissions  now 
paid  by  the  Equitable  Life  on  renewals. 
The  correct  figui-es  are  about  a  fourth 
less  than  those  given  in  the  January  num- 
ber. Manager  Shields  informs  us  that 
ten  renewals  of  5  per  cent,  are  paid.  Con- 
tracts will  be  made  giving  a  larger  re- 
newal for  a  less  term  of  years,  but  in  no 
case  exceeding  the  equivalent  of  ten  re- 
newals of  5  per  cent. 


Grov/th  of  the  Provident  Savings  Life  Assur- 
ance Society. 
The  Provident  Savings  is  prosperous. 
Its  growth  in  recent  years  has  been  re- 
markable, and  has  been  largely  due  to 
the  election  of  Edward  W.  Scott  to  the 
pi-esidency. 

Here  are  some  figures  showing  steady 
and  increasing  advance  in  assets,  pre- 
miums, new  business  and  outstanding  in- 
surance: 

Assets.  Premiums. 

1896    .......  11,984,7.51  12,148,637 

1897 2,249,413      2,356,755 

1898 2,707,8.57      2,612,077 

1899 3,300,642      3,113,941 

New  Business.  In  Force. 

1896 $21, .529,978  $  80,174,683 

1897 25.172,804  84,884,368 

1898 30,268,-550  92,.592,137 

1899 47,8.59,893  107,040,100 

The  Provident  Savings  is  just  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century  old. 


The  way  of  the  transgressor  does  not 
appear  to  be  hard—  in  South  Carolina. 
The  notorious  "armless  forger,"  Rev.  A. 
R.  Fowler,  who  shot  off  one  arm  and 
collected"  accident  insurance,  and  then  in- 
sured again  and  shot  off  the  other  arm, 
was  afterward  sent .  to  the  penitentiary 
for  forgery.  He  has  since  been  pardoned 
— whether  to  preserve  his  citii'-onslii])  or 
shorten  his  short  term,  deponent  suyclli 
not. 
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Fifty-fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  Connecticut 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company. 

GAINS  IN  ASSETS,  SURPLUS,  PREMIUMS 
AND  INSURANCE  IN  FORCE-LOW  EX- 
PENSE RATIO. 

The  annual  statement  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 
always  possesses  unusual  interest.  The 
views  of  the  management  on  the  subject 
of  the  prevailing-  methods  in  the  writing 
of  new  business  are  too  well  known  to  re- 
quire explanation  here.  The  company 
has  always  refused  to  engage  in  a  competi- 
tion which  has  steadily  increased  the  cost 
of  new  business  and  has  encroached  on 
the  reserves  contributed  by  the  older 
members.  Nevertheless,  the  Connecticut 
Mutual  not  only  meets  the  inevitable  loss 
of  old  business  but  increases  its  member- 
ship and  outstanding  insurance. 

Eighteen  years  ago  this  great  company 
led  the  way  in  the  assumption  of  a  lower 
rate  of  interest  than  that  of  4  per  cent. ; 
and  to-day  the  management  has  the  satis- 
faction of  seeing  a  number  of  the  leading 
companies  following  its  example.  The 
future  may  see  a  corresponding  change  as 
regards  the  cost  of  new  business.  Busi- 
ness that  doesn't  stay  doesn't  pay.  One 
doesn't  have  to  delve  deep  into  the  affairs 
of  the  Connecticut  Mutual  to  find  evidence 
that  its  new  business  stays. 

Comparing  the  statement  of  January  .1, 
1900,  with  that  of  a  year  ago  we  find  that 
gains  were  made  in  assets,  in  premiums,  in 
income  and  in  insurance  in  force.  The 
amount  paid  for  lapsed  and  surrendered 
policies  was  less. 

As  is  generally  known,  there  was  a 
shrinkage  in  values  of  stocks  in  1899,  as 
between  January  1  and  December  31;  but 
the  fine  character  of  the  company's  in- 
vestments in  this  class  of  securities  is  in- 
dicated by  a  shrinkage  of  less  than  1  per 
cent. 

Without  any  change  in  method  or  con- 
cession to  present  conditions  of  competi- 
tion, the  company  increased  its  business 
in  force  by  $2,353,()."U),  bringing  up  the 
total  to  $160,432,486,  and  the  policies  in 
force   to   67,649.      The    premium    income 


was  increased  by  $184,3'28,  and  the  com- 
pany's net  or  ledger  assets  by  $570,811. 
President  Greene  says:  "This  increase, 
though  not  strikingly  great,  is  thor- 
oughly healthy.  It  has  not  been  pro- 
cured at  a  cost  which  has  to  come  out  of 
our  old  policyholders  through  a  reduc- 
tion in  their  dividend  and  a  consequent 
increased  cash  payment  by  them." 

In  California  and  elsewhere  on  the 
Coast  the  Connecticut  Mutual  made  con- 
siderable gains  in  new  business,  renewals 
and  insurance  in  force,  in  1899. 

FIFTY-FOUR   YEARS  RECORD. 

In  the  fifty-four  years  of  its  work  the  Connecticut 
Mutual  has  received: 

For  premiums $206,556,005.50 

For  interest 84,682.367.03 

For  rents 8,027,546.44 

Balance   profit  and  loss      1,177,039.78 

Total  receipts $300,442,958.75 

It  has  paid  death  claims 
for $101,182,628.75 

Endowments  and  annu- 
ities for 14.564,547.19 

For  surrendered  policies    25,588,571.76 

Fordividends 59,789,273.04 

A  total  return  to  policy- 
holders or  their  benefi- 
ciaries, being  97.37  per 
cent,  of  the  entire  pre- 
miums received    .  .   .$201,125,020.74 

It  has  paid  for  expenses    26,922,682.83 

Taxes 10,017,376.25 

Total  expenditures $238,065,079.82 

Bal.  net  assets,  Jan.  i,  1900    ...  $    62,377,878.93 
It  has  additional  assets  (see  state- 
ment)           2,206,060.68 

Total  assets $  64,583,939.61 


A  California  farmers'  mutual,  which  boasts 
of  a  "healthy  growth"  yieldine:  1356.(55  pre- 
miums, held  its  aniiual  meeting  in  the  city 
hall.  There  was  considerable  noise  in  an  ad- 
joining room  made  by  a  type-writer  and  by 
conversation.  An  old  farmer  rose  and  com- 
plained that,  although  not  deaf,  he  had  been 
unable  to  hear  all  the  report  of  the  mutual's 
flourishing  affairs,  on  account  of  this  noise. 
"With  about  a  dozen  men  in  the  front  room 
talking  and  shahirio  dice  it's  pretty  hard  to 
keep  your  mind  on  the  business  of  the  meet- 
ing," he  complained. 
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54th  Annual  Statement 


OF     THE 


CONNECTICUT  MUTUAL 

Life  Insmramice  Company, 


OF    HARTFORD,     CONN. 


Het  Assets,  January  1, 1899,  $61,807,067.53 

KfiCEIVKD  IN  1899. 

For  Premiums, $4,932,559.33 

For  Interest  jind  Rents,   3,989,047.28 
For  Balance  Protlt  and 
Loss,  .  86,1.50.70 


8,007,757.31 
$69,814,824.84 


DISBURSED  IN  1899. 

For  claims  by  death, 
matured  endowments, 
and  annuities,  .  .  .  )B:».323,36].9iJ 

Surplus  returned 
to  policyholders.  .  .1,265,33414 

Lapsed  and  Sur- 
rendered Policies,  .   .  .533,667.53 


Total  to  Policyholders,    $6,121,363.57 

Commissions  to  Agents,  Sal- 
aries, Medical  Examiners' 
Fees,  Printing,  Advertising, 
Legal,  Real  Estate,  all  other 
Expenses 931,844.12 

Taxes  ...    393,738.22 


7,436.915.91 
Balance  Net  Assets,  Dec.  31, 1899,      $62,377,878.93 


JACOB  L.  GREENE,  President. 
HERBERT  H.  WHITE,  Secretary. 


SCHEDULE  OF  ASSETS. 

Loans  upon  Real  Estate,  first  lien,  .  .  *26, 192,657.64 
Loans  upon  Stocks  and  Bonds,  ....  3,300.00 

Premium  Notes  on  Policies  in  force, .        829,945.23  _ 
Cost  of  Real  Estate  owned  by  Comp'y,  11,611,937.33 

Cost  of  Bonds 22,407953.33 

Cost  of  Bank  and  Railroad  Stocks,  .  .         473,504.16 

Cash  in  Banks, 856,217.83 

Bills  Receivable, 5,061.63 

"!B62,379,577.15 
Less  Agents'  Credit  Balances,  ....  1,698.22 

$62,377,878.93 

ADD 
lutrest  due  and  accrued,  .  .  $983,777.38 
Rents  due  and  accrued.  .  .  .     16,805.02 
Market  value  of  stocks  and 

bonds  over  cost, 870.526.57 

Net  uncollected  and  deferred 

premiums, 340.013.34 

$2,311,132.31 
Less  Bills  Receivable,  .  5.061.63 

$2,206,060.68 
Gross  Assets,  December  31, 1899,        $64,583,939.61 

Liabilities: 
Amount  required  to  reinsure 

all  outstanding  Policies 

net.  Company's  standard.  $55,828,853.00 
All  other  liabilities,  ....      1,546,745.02 

$57,375,598.02 

SuKPLUS,  (including  contingent  real  estate 
depreciation  mem.  account,  $750,000.00),  $7,208,341.59 

Ratio  of  expenses  of  management  to  re- 
ceipts in  1899, 11.5J  per  cent 

Policies  in  force  Dec.  31,  1899, 67,649 
Insuring, $160,432,486.00 


JOHN  M.  TAYLOR,  Vice-Prest. 
DANIEL  H.  WELLS,   Actuary. 


A.  K.   P.   HARMON,  District  Superintendent 
PACIFIC    COAST    AGENCIES. 
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February  Fires. 

These  lire  loss  reports  were  originated  by  the 
Coast  Review  iu  1880. 

LOSSES  BY  COMPANIES. 

Aachen  &  Munich $    3,498 

^Etna 4.678 

Agricultural 1,252 

Alliance 5,269 

American,  N.  J 1,371 

American,  N.  Y 305 

American,  Pa 3,625 

American,  Boston 606 

American  Central 1,985 

Atlas 4,219 

Boston 31 

British  America 2,065 

Caledonian 3,983 

Commercial  Union     ....       1,809 

Connecticut    . 4,260 

Fire  Association 1,785 

Fireman's  Fund 20,968 

Franklin 2,500 

German  Alliance 650 

German-American 3,680 

Girard 48 

Greenwich 38 

Hamburg-Bremen 2,897 

Hamburg  Underwriters 130 

Hanover 3.416 

Hartford 8,217 

Helvetia 3,277 

Home,  N.  Y 8,315 

Home  Mutual 2,299 

Ins.  Co.  North  America 7,385 

Imperial 3,863 

Lancashire     2,422 

Law  Union  &  Crown 1.615 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe 8,333 

Lion 1,210 

London  &  Lancashire 8,010 

London 112 

Magdeburg 2,615 

Magdeburg,  NY 13 

Manchester 5,819 

Mercantile 1,053 

Merchants 439 

Milwaukee  Mechanics 2,429 

National,  Hartford 6,060 

Netherlands ^ 600 

New  Zealand 4,648 

New  York  Underwriters 1,058 

Niagara 565 

Northern 901 

North  German 1,519 

North  British  &  Mercantile 2  229 

Norwich  Union 2,600 

Orient 1,657 

Palatine 7,266 

Pennsylvania 2,900 

Philadelphia  Underwriters 64 

Phcenix,  Hartford 6,226 

Poenix,  London 2,737 

Providence-Washington 1,337 


Prussian-National 3,898 

Queen 1,715 

Royal  Exchange 4,935 

Royal     5,253 

Scottish  Union  &  National 3,455 

Springfield 2,965 

Sun,  London 4,157 

St.  Paul 937 

Svea 8,456 

Teutonia 820 

Traders 30 

Transatlantic 3,506 

Thuringia-American 507 

Thuringla 3,394 

Union,  London 4,491 

Union,  Pa 415 

United  States 398 

Westchester 340 

Western .  8,360 

Williamsburg  City 1,793 

Total $273,396 

Total  to  date,  1900 $  549,916 

"        "  "       1899 561,391 

WASHINGTON. 

16  .  Ballard,  gen'l  mdse: 

Hamburg-Bremen .$950 

Home,  N.  Y 915 

1  .  Ballard,  fr  saw-mill  and  mach'y  : 

Phoeuix,  Hartford $500 

Thuringla 500 

26  .  Ballard,  fr  dwg : 

American,  Pa 1500 

14  .  Blaine,  electric  light  plant : 

Norvi^ich  Union $900 

Springfield 675 

National 075 

14  .  Blaine,  shingle  mill: 

Svea $1,000 

Aachen  &  Munich 500 

National 1,500 

Springfield 1,500 

Sun 1,000 

Ins.  Co.    North   America 500 

Hanover 500 

Phoenix,  Hartford 500 

Total , $7,000 

13  .  Brooklyn,  hhld  f  urnl : 

Royal  Exchange $500 

.   .  Chehalls,  hop  kiln  :  . 

Londoti  &  Lancashire $500 

13  .  Ellensburg,  fr  bldg  and  mach'y  stk: 

Connecticut $2,000 

.9  .  Kittitas  CO.,  flour  mill  and  mach'y  : 

Manchester $1,000 

Caledonian 1,250 

American,  N.  J 750 

31.  (Jan.)  Palouse,  fr  bldg  and  gen'l  mdse: 
German  Alliance $500 

18  .  Seattle,  conts  fr  dwg : 

Western $2,000 
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2(5  .  Spangle,  stk  harness : 

Home  Mutual $1,000 

Liv.  &  Lo;i.  &  Globe 600 

I'tioetiix,  Hartford 7'50 

.    .  Seattle,  fr  dwg: 

^tna $550 

34  .  Tacoma,  hhld  furni : 

American  Central $672 

1  .  Spokane,  frdwg: 

Imperial $1,000 

31    Tacoma,  fr  dwg: 

Scottish  Union $700 

14  .  Tekoa,  dwg  and  cents: 

Aachen  &  Munich $1,500 

.    .  Usk  CO.,  creamery: 

Imperial $1,425 

33  .  Whitman  co.,  fr  barn,  wagons,  etc.  : 

Hartford  Fire $1,750 

.   .  Whitman  Co.,  dwg  and  cents: 

Hanover $3,500 

Losses  under  $500 $10,881 

Total  Washington $44,443 

OREGON. 

17  .  Baker  city,  fr  laundry: 

Western $1,800 

2  .  Columbia  co..  fr  saw  mill: 

American,  Pa $1,200 

80  .  (Jan.)  Pairview,  creamerj' : 

Aachen  &  Munich        .    .    .' $1,100 

30  .  (Jan.)  Portland,  mdse  in  warehouse: 

Lancashire $900 

34  .  Roseburg,  fr  dwg : 

Orient " $1,500 

.    .  Roseburg,  hhld  furni : 

Caledonian $1,500 

30  .  Wasco,  dwg  and  cents: 

Atlas $1,000 

Losses  under  $500 $5,567 

Total  Oregon $14,567 

MONTANA. 

19  .  Butte,  dwg: 

Hamburg-Bremen $500 

34  ,  Chinook,  fr  hotel : 

Fireman's  Fund $1,000 

British  America 1.000 

Atlas 1,000 

33  .  Chinook,  fr  drug  store  : 

Phoenix,  London $500 

4  .  Glendive,  stable  and  conts: 

National $500 

6  ,  Helena,  dwg  : 

Transatlantic $1,500 

Phoenix,  Hartford 541 

^tna 1,083 

6  .  Missoula,  furni: 

Hamburg-Bremen $774 

Losses  under  $500 $3,983' 

Total  Montana .$13,380 

COLORADO. 

31  :  (Jan.)  Arapahoe,  dwg: 

North  German $500 

26  .  (Jan.)  Buena  Vista,  dwg  and  conts: 

Fireman's  Fund $1,000 


4  ,  Colorado  Springs,-fr  d-wg: 

Royal  Exchange $563 

">0  .  (Jan.)  Denver,  bldg: 

Fireman's  Fund $657 

3  .  (Mar.)  Denver,  stk: 

Fii-eman's  Fund    . $1,000 

17  .  Denver,  bldg,  stk  teas,  etc.  : 

Fireman's  Fund $2,000 

National 1,000 

Western 1,600 

Alliance 2,500 

Helvetia 2,957 

Svea 1,300 

Total $11,357 

Losses  under  $500 $2,991 

Total  Colorado $18,067 

ARIZONA. 

28  .  Craig,  gen'l  mdse  store: 

Phoenix,  London $1,000 

3  ,  Flagstaff,  hotel : 

Royal        $685 

11  .  Maricopa  co.,  fr  dwg: 

American,  Pa $1,200 

5  .  Prescott,  stk  dry  goods : 

Scottish  Union $679 

Losses  under  $500 $1,330 

Total  Arizona $4,894 

NEW  MEXICO. 

18  .  Deming,  dwg : 

National $500 

Losses  under  $500 $48 

Total  New  Mexico $548 

NEVADA. 

18  .  Reno,  lumber  yard  : 

Svea $1,899 

Agricultural 999 

Phoenix,  Hartford 2,450 

Home,  N.  Y.    . 2,449 

Royal  Exchange 2,000 

Total $9,797 

13  .  Near  Reno,  dwg: 

Ins.  Co.  North  America $1,700 

.   .  Reno,  fr  dwg: 

^tna $1,000 

Losses  under  $500 $639 

Total  Nevada $13,136 

IDAHO. 

5  .  Dudley,  fr  dwg» 

Svea $500 

8  .  Kendrick,  dwg : 

Home '.  $650 

13  .  Lewiston,  fr  dwg: 

Roval  Exchange $500 

Sun     772 

26  .  Weiser,  dwg  and  conts: 

Home,  N.  Y $900 

Losses  under  $500 $395 

Total  Idaho $3,717 
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UTAH.  5 

9  .  Park  City,  saloon  aud  store: 

Royal     $T50 

Transatlantic 500 

Losses  under  $500 $708 

Total  Utah $1,958 

ALASKA. 

3  .  Fort  Yukon,  mdse: 

Palatine $2,000 

Law  Union  &,  Crown 700 

Union,  London 1,400 

Connecticut 1,250 

Losses  under  $500 $279 

Total  Alaska $5,629 

HAWAIIAN  ISLANDS. 

30  .  (Jan.)  Honolulu,  bldg,  machy,    and   gen'l 
mdse : 

Palatine $3,350 

Fireman's  Fund 10,050 

Losses  under  $500 $2,007 

Total  Hawaii $15,307 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 

Losses  under  $500 $46 

WYOMING. 

Losses  under  $500 $1,643 

Total  Outside  Territory     ....      $136,335 
CALIFORNIA. 

21  .  Amador  co.,  dwg  and  contents: 

Scottish  Union 1900 

6  .  Alameda,  dwg: 

Ins.  Co.  North  America $1,250 

19  .  Alameda  school  bldg; 

Home  Mutual $700 

8  .  Alhambra,  dwg  : 

Fii-eman's  Fund $1,300 

33  .  Benicia,  tannery  : 

Sun $1,350 

Ins.  Co.  North  America 1,000 

Providence-Washington 600 

Commercial  Union    . 500 

23  .  Butte  CO.,  farm  property  : 

Alliance $1,910 

Manchester 1,972 

3  .  Corina,  fr  dwg: 

London  &,  Lancashire $3,000 

7  .  Coronado,  dwg : 

Fireman's  Fund $500 

5  .  Contra  Costa  co.,  fr  saloon  and  dwg : 

Pennsylvania $S45 

Northei-n 571 

Thuringia 573 

21  .  Del  Mar,  fr  church  : 

Western $1,500 

Svea    ...       ; 1,000 

6  .  Elsinore,  bldg  and  stock : 

Fireman's  Fund $1,080 

24  .  Fresno,  fr  dwg  and  contents : 

Svea $800 

23  .  Fresno,  dwg: 

Home,  N.  Y ■ IbOO 

15  .  Hanford,  dwg: 

Williamsburg  City $300 
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Fresno,  genl  mdse  and  fixtures: 

Pnumix,  Hartford $    750 

Svea        (ioo 

American,  Pa.            (ioo 

Queen 600 

Koyal .   .  600 

Teutonia 500 

London  &  Lancashire     2,400 

Netherlands 600 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  ....  1,000 

Hartford- (iOO 

Lancashire 750 

Total $9,000 

.  Grass  Valley,  fr  dwg  and  furni : 

New  York  Underwriters $700 

New  Zealand 500 

.  Los  Angeles,  dwg: 
North  German       $830 

.  Los  Angeles,  f r  dwg  and  contents : 
Prussian  National $2,500 

.  Los  Angeles,  hotel : 

Ins.  Co.  North  America $1,500 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  ....    4,500 

.  Los  Bancs,  schoolhouse  and  contents : 

Manchester $1,500 

German-American 3,000 

Norwich  Union 1,500 

.  Maxwell,  hhld  furni: 
National $900 

.  (Jan.)  Napa  CO.,  frdwg: 
North    British $1,500 

.  Nevada  City,  hotel : 

Ins.  Co.  North  America $    800 

Williamsburg  City      400 

Franklin 1,000 

.  Oakland,  dwg  and  furni : 

New  Zealand $2,500 

American,  N.  J noo 

.  Oakland,  dwg: 
New  Zealand coO 

.  Oakland,  contents  fr  dwg: 
-*'^tna $1,500 

.  Oakland,  dwg: 
Franklin $1,200 

.  Near  Pasadena,  hotel: 

Law  Union  &  Crown $    850 

Union,  London 2,150 

.  Pt.  San  Quentin,  fr  bldg: 
London  &  Lanca.shire .ffjOQ 

.  Placerville,  fr  dwg  : 
Western $500 

.  Redlands,  fr  barn  and  contents: 

Commercial  Union |800 

Pennsylvania 500 

.  Redondo  Beach,  fr  dwg: 
Hartford $4,000 

.  (Jan.)  San  Jose,  electric  light  plant: 

Queen- $    909 

Royal        1^886 

American,  Boston (i06 

Magdeburg 1,819 

Mei'cantile 00() 

.  San  Bernardino,  dvvgs: 
Pennsylvania $635 

.  Near  Sacramento,  dwg  and  conts: 
Home,  N.  Y.    . $1,900 
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33  .  Near  Sacramento,  dwg  and  wind  mill : 

Union,  London *()(iO 

.  Sacramento,  fr  dwg  and  furni : 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe $700 

5  .  Valona,  fr  bldg,  saloon  &  dwg : 

Phoenix,  Hartford *700 

Providence-Washington 685 

Losses  under  $500 .ii;30,70(3 

Total  California,  S.  F.  ex.    ...  $109,933 
SAN   FRANCISCO. 

17  .  Frame  bldg: 

Milwaukee  Mechanics $1,330 

35  .  Frame  bldg : 

Milwaukee  Mechanics loOO 

17  .  Contents  of  flat : 

Niagara    $500 

Losses  under  $500 116,703 

Total  San  Francisco $18,933 

Total  California $138,855 

Total  Pacific  Coast $265,190 

The  Hartford  Fire  Insurance  Company. 

LEADS  ALL  COMPANIES  IN  AMERICAN 
FIRE  BUSINESS— LARGE  GAINS  IN  PRE- 
MIUMS AND  REINSURANCE  RESERVE. 

The  Hartford  Fire  Insurance  Company 
easily  maintains  its  leading  position, 
among-  fire  offices,  as  to  premium  income 
in  this  country.  Its  nearest  competitor, 
another  American  company,  has  $900,- 
000  less.  The  Hartford  Fire  also  leads  in 
reinsurance  reserve  and  amount  at  risk. 

The  six  million  post  on  the  premium 
road  was  passed  last  year.  The  premium 
receipts,  all  fire,  advanced  from  $5,725,581 
to  $6,224,178.  The  reinsurance  reserve 
rose  from  $4,953,997  to  $5,286,800,  and  the 
amount  at  risk  from  $848,018,850  to 
$923,000,670. 

The  "penultimate"  year  of  the  century 
was  not  friendly  to  American  fire  under- 
writing, as  every  insurance  man  now 
knows.  The  average  loss  ratio  for  the 
United  States  was  exactly  that  of  the 
Hartford  Fire.  However,  the  losses  and 
expenses  of  this  great  company  were  some 
$70,000  less  than  the  income. 

The  ninetieth  annual  statement  shows 
the  possession  of  $11,002,588  fire  assets,  of 
which  sum  the  net  surplus  is  the  very 
lai-ge  amount  of  $3,810,204.  The  surplus 
as  I'ogards  policyholders  is  $5,060,204,  or 
more  than  half  the  assets.     One  need  not 


dwell  on  such  convincing  evidence  of 
powerful  resources. 

The  Pacific  Coast  department  was  con- 
spicuously successful,  as  usual.  Losses 
were  only  40  per  cent,  of  the  premiums. 
The  total  premiums  of  the  department 
were  $370,574.  This  was  the  largest  pre- 
mium income  received  by  a  single  com- 
pany operating  in  the  same  territory,  ex- 
cepting only  the  Fireman's  Fund,  our 
local  company. 

Turning  to  the  table  of  "Pacific  Coast 
Business  by  Agencies,"  on  page  101  of  the 
February  Coast  Review,  we  find  that  dar- 
ing the  past  six  years,  including  two  rate 
war  years,  the  Pacific  department  has 
taken  in  $2, 141,353  premiums  and  incurred 
only  $934, 601  or  43. 6  per  cent,  losses.  This 
is  a  proud  record  for  Manager  H.  K. 
Belden  and  Assistant  Manager  Whitney 
Palache. 


Security  Trust  and  Life  Ins. .  Co. 

The  Security  Trust  and  Life  Ins.  Co.  is  a 
regular  legal  reserve  life  insurance  company, 
duly  admitted  to  various  states.  Its  prin- 
cipal office  is  in  New  York  city.  All  forms  of 
life  insurance  are  written.  Though  incor- 
porated in  1871,  it  began  business  less  than 
five  years  ago.  It  already  has  nearly  $13,000,- 
000  in  force,  and  is  increasing  its  business. 
Gains  were  made  last  year  in  assets  and  in- 
surance in  force,  the  latter  increasing  some 
$3,000,000.  Loss  and  expense  ratios  were 
decreased. 

The  Secui-ity  Trust  and  Life  has  $350,000 
paid-up  capital  and  $576,493  surplus  to  policy- 
holders. Recently  the  management  estab- 
lished a  Pacific  department,  with  headquar- 
ters in  San  Francisco.  Agents  are  wanted. 
Application  should  be  made  to  Robt.  O. 
Stewart,  manager  of  agencies,  St.  James 
building.  New  York  city. 


Munich  Reinsurance  Company. — The  an- 
nual statement  of  this  German  company 
shows  $18,064,398  assets,  and  $3,526,937  net 
surplus;  Gains  were  as  follows,  in  the  year: 
In  premium  reserve,  $1,781,297;  in  surplus, 
$3,095,839;  in  assets,  $6,689,415.  The  gross 
premiums  were  $17,176,890,  of  which  the  re- 
insurances amounted  to  $5,063,399,  leaving 
the  net  $13,113,491.  The  net  losses  were 
$6,556,195.  Among  the  American  trustees  is 
President  McCall  of  the  New  York  Life. 


1 794  Oldest  Insurance  Company  in  Hartford.  ( 900 

Ninetieth  Annual  Exhibit  of  the 

Hartford 

FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  Hartford,  Conn. 
Jsk^xxxskf^r    1,   lOOO 

ASSETS. 

Cash  on  hand,  in  Bank  and  Casb  Items $    604,627  42 

Cash  in  hands  of  Agents  and  in  coarse  of  transmission 1,171,124  88 

Rents  and  Accrued  Interest 36,192  25 

Real  Estate  Unincumbered 811,000  00 

Loans  on  Real  Estate  (first  lien) 1,225,700  00 

Loans  on  Collateral  Security 14,800  00 

Bank  Stock,  Hartford,                        market  value 359,944  00 

"          TTew  York                                   "             362,475  00 

'*           Boston                                              "               69,599  25 

"          Albany,  Montreal,  etc.            "            87,733  33 

Railroad  Stocks 1,041,599  00 

State,  City  and  Railroad  Bonds 5,017,578  81 

Other  Assets 24,175  15 

Total    Assets $11,002,588  02 

LIABILITIES. 

Capital  Stock $  1,250,000  00 

Reserve  for  Re-insurance 5,286,799  62 

Reserve  for  all  Unsettled  Claims 655,583  90 

NET    SURPLUS $3,810,204  50 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $5,060,204,50 

GEO.   L    CHASE,   President 

n    n    Dnwnc    o       *  i     THOS.   TURNBULL,  Ass't  Secy. 

P.  C.  ROYCE,  Secretary  J.      ^...„    ^    ^,,.„^    .         „ 

I     CHAS.  E.  CHASE,  Ass't  Secy. 


H^estern  Department,  Chicago,  111.  <  ^  ,    .  . 


I 


f  H..  K.  BELDE.N,  Manaaer, 
Pacific  DeDartment,  San  Francisco,    <  WHITNEY  PftLAGHE, 

(  ftss't  Manager. 

SPECIALS  AND  ADJUSTERS  : 

J.  J.  AGABD,  W.  O.  MORGAN,  JOHN  HOL,MES,  J.  J,  DENNIS. 

Agencies  in  all  the  Prominent  Localities  throns^hout  the  United  States  and  Canada. 
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Alaska  Fire  Business  in  1899. 

lU'ported  to  Tlie  Coast  Review. 


Fire  Business  of  Arizona  in   1899. 


Company. 

Aachen  &  Munich    .... 

^tna 

Agricultural 

American,  Newark  .   .   .   . 

American,  N.  Y 

American  Fire,  Phila.  .   . 

Atlas 

British  America  .... 

Connecticut 

Equitable,  R.  I 

Fire  Association 

Fireman's  Fund 

German- American ..   .   .   . 

Girard 

Greenwich 

Hamburg-Bremen    .   .   .   . 
Hartford  Fire    ..:... 

Home  Mutual 

Imperial 

Ins.  Co.  of  N.  America  .   . 
Ins.  Co.  State  of  Penn.  .   . 

Lancashire 

Law  Union  &  Crown  .   .   . 

Lion,  London 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .   .   . 
London  &  Lancashire  .   . 

Magdeburg  Fire 

Manchester 

Merchants,  N.J 

Milwaukee  Mechanics  . 
National,  Hartford     .   .   . 

New  Zealand 

North  British    .   .   .       .   . 

North  German 

North  German,  N.  Y.     .   . 

Norwich  Union 

Orient 

Palatine 

Pennsylvania,  Phila,    . 

Pelican 

Phoenix,  Hartford    ... 

Phoenix,  London 

Providence-Washington 

Queen  

Royal 

Royal  Exchange  .... 
Scottish  Union  .... 
Springfield  F.  &  M.  .  . 
Sun  Insurance  Office  .   . 

Svea 

Teutonia  

Thuringia 

Thuringia-American  .  • 

Transatlantic 

Traders     

Union  Assurance  .  .  . 
United  Slates  Fire     .   . 


Lo,t.iex 

Prem.    Incurred. 

I    3,407 

$          8 

2,976 

1,191 

359 

550 

3.169 

2,392 

no 

998 

1,608 

1,145 

221 

4,941 

658 

2,457 

75 

52 

2,703 

1,025 

1,048 

2,728 

I 

,023 

1,140 

267 

1.083 

1,046 

1,274 

1,062 

1,497 

130 

1,650 

186 

237 

1,200 

229 

220 

2,378 

146 

1,366 

332 

5,751 

1,809 

197 

1,157 

2,023 

485 

1,050 

36 

3,226 

109 

575 

7 

1.635 

1,163 

759 

2,587 

547 

3,461 

845 

1,145 

930 

1,607 

165 

Totals $79-605 

Ratio  losses  to  premiums,  2.5  per  cent. 


Si, 943 


Reported  to  Tlie  Coast  Keview. 

Company.  Prem. 

Aachen  &  Munich $  233 

^tna 8,361 

Agricultural 1,228 

Alliance 2,309 

American  of  Penn 3,825 

American,  N.  Y 539 

American  of  Newark 3^6 

Atlas  Assurance 5,273 

British  America 1,016 

Caledonian 2.910 

Commercial  Union,  London  .   .  4,675 

Connecticut 4,217 

Equitable,  R.  1 2,070 

Fire  Association 1,418 

Fireman's  Fund 18,927 

German-American 2,840 

German  Alliance  Ins.  As.s'n  ...  853 

Girard '52 

Greenwich 12S 

Hamburg-Bremen 2,344 

Hanover 106 

Hartford  Fire 10.845 

Home,N.  Y 13,083 

Home  Mutual 6,756 

Ins.  Co.  of  North  America  ....  4,625 

Ins.  Co.  State  of  Penn 1,758 

Imperial 5,810 

Kings  County i7 

Lancashire 312 

Law  Union  &  Crown  .   .' 1,714 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  .   .  i3,c93 

Lion 3:934 

London  &  Lancashire 4,i77 

Manchester 4,121 

Magdeburg  Fire 45o 

Merchants,  N.  J 689 

National  of  Hartford 9,918 

New  Zealand 2,483 

Niagara i,49o 

Norwich  Union 3,870 

North  British  &  Mercantile..   .   .  2,760 

North  German 333 

Norwalk 9 

Palatine i5,749 

Pelican i37 

Pennsylvania  Fire 4,500 

Phoenix  of  Hartford 10,106 

Phoenix  Assurance  Co.  of  London  3,145 

Providence-Washington 848 

Queen 3260 

Royal 6,237 

Royal  Exchange  Assurance  .   .   .  1,660 

Scottish  Union 5,190 

Springfield  F.  &.  M 6,961 

Sun  Insurance  Office 3,198 

Svea 3-068 

Teutonia 270 

Thuringia  of  Germany 2,593 

Thuringia-American 702 

Transatlantic  Fire 801 


Losses. 
Incurred. 


7,ie 


4,025 

619 

193 

916 

1,866 

95 

1,883 

5,844 

6,197 

3,066 

2,219 

11,221 


95 

4 

4,067 

4,110 
2,321 
3,257 
1,013 
2,505 
4,883 


1,124 
4.032 
3-151 
3,005 
4,384 
23 

95 

6,665 

5 

2,013 

4,078 

63 

73 

3,545 

1,000 

5-583 

6,627 

4,7.54 

77 

1,728 

1,848 

418 

799 

4.516 

1,218 

723 

148 

2.962 

296 
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Union  Assurance 2,858 

United  States  Fire i35 

Victoria 45 

Western 1576 

Total $229,016 

Ratio  losses  to  premiums.  60.9  per  cent. 


2,114 
95 


Pi39.372 


Fire  Business  of  Idaho  in  1899. 

RoporU'd  to  The  Coast  Review.' 

Losse,?. 

Company.  Frem.    Incurred. 

Aachen  &  Munich S    1,299       $       572 

^tna 7,225  3.044 

Agricultural 865  565 

American  of  Penn 5,368  5,385 

American,  N.Y 715  i,i«2 

American  of  Newark 205  550 

Atlas 283  ... 

American  Central 4,243  2,619 

British  America 3,^72  1.288 

Caledonian 2,210  689 

Connecticut 3,454  286 

Continental     2,300  665 

Equitable,  R.  1 561  1,485 

Fireman's  Fund    .   .  ' 8,969  6,627 

Fire  Association 6,920  10.841 

German-American 3,952  4° 

German  Alliance  Ins.  Ass'n  .   .   .  1,983  1,957 

Girard 23  973 

Greenwich 1,070  2 

Hamburg-Bremen 5.936  2,646 

Hartford  Fire 7,795  5,769 

Home  Mutual •.   .   .  3,726  1,587 

Home,  N.Y 10,638  4,328 

Ins.  Co.  of  North  America  ....  5,300  4,720 

Ins.  Co.  State  of  Penn 404  1,189 

Imperial 3,413  863 

Lancashire 3,005  3,302 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe        .  13,114  5,412 

Lion 1,979  6 

London  Assurance 2,177  2,547 

London  &  Lanca.shire 3-979  4-619 

Manchester 2,256  3,183 

Magdeburg  Fire 240  ... 

Merchants,  N.  J 821  2,445 

National  of  Hartford 7.020  3,10 

New  Zealand 810  107 

Niagara 2,217  2,120 

Northern  Assurance 2,177  2,547 

Norwich  Union 6,085  3,624 

North  British  &  Mercantile  .  .   .  3.962  1,915 

North  German 314  ... 

North  German.  New  York     ...  41  ... 

Norwalk 257  75 

Orient 633  ... 

Palatine 9,330  2,745 

Pelican 82  ... 

Pennsylvania  Fire 2,006  4,419 

Phcenix  of  Hartford 9,024  2,063 

Phoenix,  London 4,742  3.525 

Providence-Washington 2,270  2,054 

Queen 3.727  2,272 

Royal 8,376  8.983 

Royal  Exchange .  2,577  701 


Scottish  Union  .   ...•...*...       1,083  287 

Springfield  F.&M 3,482  1,640 

St.PaulF.  &M 3,296  1,220 

Sun  Insurance  OfBce 3,198  966 

Svea 7.052  3,854 

Teutonia 443  885 

Thuringia-American 340  .  .  . 

Thuringia 4,893  2,151 

Traders ... 

Transatlantic  Fire 236  .  .  . 

United  States  Fire 113  ... 

Union  Assurance 738  .  .  . 

Western 1,597  390 

Total $211,621  $133,036 

Ratio  losses  to  premiums,  62.8  per  cent. 


Fire  Business  of  Montana  in  1899. 

Reported  to  Tlie  Coast  Review. 

Comimny.  Prem.    Incurred. 

Aachen  &  Munich $    7-677       $    3,245 

.^tna  . 21,877  5.387 

Agricultural 1,731  241 

Alliance 10,707  2,707 

American  of  Penn 7.600  2,299 

American,  N.Y 5,866  761 

American  of  Newark 5.456  583 

Atlas 16,495  3.044 

American  Central 11,581  3,103 

Baloise 1,813  55 

British  America 8,360  277 

Caledonian 9,402  3,291 

Connecticut 15,046  3,697 

Continental 10,725  1,758 

Commercial  Union,  London  .   .   .  16.285  2,048 

Equitable,  R.  1 404  1,163 

Fireman's  Fund 30,295  12,800 

Franklin 4,648  96 

Fire  Association 18,685  7,177 

Greenwich 4,257  59' 

Hanover 4.876  1,149 

Hamburg-Bremen 13,002  2,713 

Hartford  Fire 25,323  13,015 

Helvetia 3.074  1,468 

Home  Mutual 9,839  819 

Home,  N.  Y 26.208  8,253 

Ins.  Co.  of  North  America  ....  13,811  3,540 

Ins.  Co.  State  of  Penn 632  704 

Imperial 10,399  3,039 

Lancashire ii,i79  1,677 

Law  Union  &  Crown 6,129  2,341 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe        .  9,739  4,33' 

Lion 6,725  447 

London  &  Lancashire 12,418  2,753 

Manchester 13,630  3,260 

Magdeburg  Fire 8,694       -         394 

Magdeburg,  New  York 19  ... 

Milwaukee  Mechanics 4,553  993 

National  of  Hartford 29,364  6,518 

Niagara 6.591  562 

North  British  &  Mercantile  .   .   .  17,657  i,i77 

North  German 8,430  1,109 

Norwalk 411  .  •   ■ 

Orient 5i4i8  1,156 
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Palatine M.007 

Pennsylvania  Fire 12,954 

Phenix,  Brooklyn 14-243 

Phoenix  of  Hartford 20,297 

Phoenix  of  London 9.984 

Prussian  National 7,746 

Queen     11,440 

Royal 32,110 

Royal  Exchange 12,182 

Scottish  Union 9.836 

Springfield  F.  &  M 13,723 

St.  Paul  F.  &  M 10,920 

Sun  Insurance  Office 12,918 

Svea 14.660 

Teutonia 1,309 

Thuringia 16,877 

Thuringia-American 673 

Transatlantic  Fire     11,485 

Union  Assurance 13,723 

United  States  Fire 12 

Victoria 120 

Westchester 8,440 

Western  Assurance 7,005 

Williamsburg  City 1,966 

Total $716,261 

Ratio  losses  to  premiums,  28.9  per  cent. 


5,663 
2,413 
7,176 

4,391 
2,383 
1. 214 
2,376 

14,198 
2,713 
5,454 
2,443 
2,699 
5.154 
1,312 
292 

10,698 

24 

7,331 

8,517 


1,760 
2.061 
1,000 


Fire  Business  of  Nevada  in  1899, 


Reported  to  The  Coast  Review. 

Cotnpany.  Preni. 

Aachen  &  Munich $       160 

^tna 2,659 

Agricultural 103 

American  of  Penn 580 

American,  N.  Y igS 

American  of  Newark    ...  147 

Atlas 5,434 

Caledonian 1.26S 

Commercial  Union,  London  .  .   .  2,538 

Connecticut     2,299 

Continental 4,182 

Equitable,  R.  I.    .   .   .       417 

Fireman's  Fund 6,551 

Fire  Association 466 

German-American 2,501 

Girard 44 

Hamburg-Bremen 2,556 

Hanover 140 

Hartford  Fire 3,399 

Home  Mutual 501 

Home,  N.  Y 4.102 

Ins.  Co.  of  North  America  ...  815 

Ins.  Co.  State  of  Penn 272 

Imperial 4,351 

Kings  County iig 

Lancashire 2,344 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe    .   .  6,679 

Lion 1,896 

London  Assurance 107 

London  &  Lancashire    .......  2,250 

Manchester 1,514 

Magdeburg  Fire,  Germany    ...  26 


Losses 

Incurred. 

%         16 

270 

7 

80 

II 

8 

4,4?o 

31 

22 

125 
883 


3.980 
1,433 

214 

94 

194 

1.094 

7 

2 

151 

5 


Merchants,  N.  J .  31') 

National  of  Hartford i,359 

Niagara 121 

Northern  Assurance 107 

Norwich  Union 2,849 

North  British  &  Mercantile  ,    .   .  2,729 

North  German 130 

North  German,  N.  Y 26 

Orient 916 

Palatine 2.910 

Pennsylvania  Fire 4,038 

Pelican 204 

Phoenix  of  Hartford 4,33i 

Phoenix  of  London  . 1,283 

Providence- Washington 411 

Queen 1,978 

Royal 4,832 

Royal  Exchange 1,655 

Scottish  Union 1,429 

Springfield  F.  &  M 1,031 

Sun  Insurance  Oface 1,971 

Svea 4,987 

Teutonia .  586 

Thuringia-American 393 

Thuringia 1,849 

Transatlantic  Fire 25S 

United  States  Fire 17 

Western 519 

Total $103,806 

Ratio  losses  to  premiums,  24.5  per  cent. 


6 

107 

8 

7 

134 

221 


464 

1,084 

7 

2,179 

34 

5 

93 

2,546 

189 

1,144 

387 

14 

824 

7 

4 

87 

22 

4 
1,000 

$25,395 


Fire  Business  of  Oregon  in  1899, 

Reported  to  The  Coast  Iteview. 

Comijany.  Pretn. 

Aachen  cfe  Munich $  15, 334 

^tna 16.644 

Agricultural 7,796 

Alliance 9.685 

American  of  Penn .   .  22,546 

American,  N.  Y 2,650 

American  of  Newark 1,485 

American  Central 9,244 

Atlas 16,032 

Caledonian 10,413 

Commercial  Union,  liOndon  .   .    .  21,272 

Connecticut 20,779 

Continental     21,795 

Equitable,  R.  1 1,226 

Fireman's  Fund 32,999 

Fire  Association 29,899 

German-American 34,506 

German  Alliance  Ins.  Ass'n  .  .   .  7,656 

Girard ...  1,121 

Hamburg-Bremen 19,284 

Hanover    .  ". 2,707 

Hartford  Fire 25,515 

Home  Mutual 26,826 

Home,  N.  Y 51,189 

Insurance  Co.  of  North  America  .  13,236 

Ins.  Co.  State  of  Penn 1,431 

Imperial 22,080 

Kings  County 75 

Lancashire 12,810 


Losses 
Incurred. 

$  12,281 
7,038 
1,061 
3.189 
9,828 


3,133 
5,232 

5,596 

10,934 
9,980 

31 

12,191 

10,927 

7,372 


7,025 
2,295 
9,810 
7,726 

ig,66i 
4,522 
1,024 

10,971 

2,906 
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Law  Union  &  Crown 6. 53°  903 

Livei-pool  &  London  &  Globe    .   .  43,483  19,151 

Lion 14,248  4,814 

London  Assurance 11,966  3,156 

London  &  Lancashire 22,490  6,797 

Manchester 13,446  2,300 

Magdeburg  Fire 9.820  4,123 

Magdeburg  of  New  York     ....          496  26 

Merchants,  N.J 6,647  2.764 

Milwaukee  Mechanics 718  25 

National  of  Hartford 19,420  6,219 

New  Zealand 17,165  2,102 

Niagara 6,514  5,207 

Northern  Assurance 11,966  3,156 

Norwich  Union 28,750  10,291 

North  British  &  Mercantile  .  .   .  22,079  6,129 

North  German 1,226  .  .   . 

North  German,  N.  Y 138  .  .   . 

Norwalk 161  ... 

Orient 9,829  2,424 

Palatine 16,916  9,935 

Pennsylvania  Fire 15,197  3,953 

Pelican 424  .  .   . 

Phoenix  of  Hartford 19,095  8,822 

Phcenix,  London 12,984  4,073 

Providence- Washington 1,428  75 

Queen 18,730  7,492 

Royal 30.989  13,662 

Royal  Exchange 22,154  6,639 

Scottish  Union 21,104  4,841 

Springfield  F.  &  M 15,150  3,930 

St.  Paul  F.  &  M 8,895  2,217 

Sun  Insurance  Office 16,167  6,400 

Svea 6,429  1.525 

Teutonia 1,826  160 

Thuringia-American .  3,522  1,513 

Thuringia 27,698  15,125 

Transatlantic  Fire 1,368 

Union  Assurance 13,189  3,987 

United  States  Fire 5,451  1,787 

Victoria 609 

Westchester 6,810  469 

Western 10,371  7,389 

Total $981,623  $348,996 

Ratio  losses  to  premiums,  35.6  per  cent, 

t  Amount   recovered  on    former  loss  was  $479   in 
excess  of  1899  losses. 


Fire  Business  of  Utah  in  J899. 

Keportod  lo  The  Coast  lit^viuw. 

^  Losses 
Company.                                              Prem.    Incurred. 

Aachen  &  Munich $    4,121  f      411 

-^1113' ■     5,077  278 

Agricultural 570  5 

Alliance 4,276  936 

American  of  Pennsylvania    .   .   .       2,534  S02 

American,  N.  Y 1,670 

American  of  Newark 1,263 

American  Central 4,089  32^ 

^^^^^ .       5,424  530 

Biiloise 575  I 

British  America 3,243  166 


Caledonian • .  .  .•         .  2,213 

Commercial  Union,  N.  Y 2,221 

Commercial  Union,  London  .   .   .  8,980 

Connecticut 7,476 

Continental 6,413 

Equitable,  R.  1 720 

Fireman's  Fund 9',287 

Fire  Association 4.155 

Franklin 8,105 

German  Alliance  Ins.  Ass'n  .  .   .  1,565 

German- American 7,146 

Girard irg 

Greenwich 1,613  ' 

Hanover 3,322 

Hamburg-Bremen 2,554 

Hartford  Fire 47,575 

Helvetia 1,344 

Home  Mutual 2,407 

Home,  N.  Y 30.385 

Insurance  Co.  of  North  America  .  3,713 

Ins.  Co.  State  of  Penn 608 

Imperial 4,248 

Lancashire 5,233 

Law  Union  &  Crown 2,126 

Lion 3,068 

Liverpool  «fe  London  &  Globe    .   .  11,500 

London  Assurance 1,920 

London  &  Lancashire 6.734 

Manchester 3,011 

Magdeburg  of  New  York     ....  61 

Magdeburg  Fire 2,198 

Merchants,  N.  J 1,235 

Milwaukee  Mechanics 2,657 

National  of  Hartford 4,370 

Niagara 1,296 

Northern  Assurance 1,920 

Norwalk 494 

Norwich  Union 5,479 

North  British  &  Mercantile  .  .   .  11,101 

North  German 3,227 

North  German,  N.  Y 62 

Palatine 7,093 

Pennsylvania  Fire  . 2,954 

Pelican 238 

Phenix,  Brooklyn 5.272 

Phoenix  of  Hartford 5.124 

Phcenix  Assurance  Co.  of  London  5,524 

Prussian  National 1,894 

Queen     5,526 

Royal 7,438 

Royal  Exchange  Assurance  .  .   .  3,725 

Scottish  Union 3.820 

Springfield  F.  &  M 3,550 

St.  Paul  F.  &  M 3,065 

Sun  Insurance  Office 4.139 

Svea 4,581 

Teutonia 1,493 

Thuringia-American 1.647 

Thuringia 9,755 

Transatlantic  Fire 2,478 

Union  Assurance 4,732 

Victoria 133 

Westchester 940 

Western ...  777 

United  States  Fire 244 
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16 
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28 
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i6i 


Williamsburg  City 


2,510 


Total .  *315.355 

Ratio  losses  to  premiums,  19.9  per  cent. 


$68,718 


Fire  Business  of  Washington  in  1899. 

lic-poncd  to  The  Coast  Kovlcw. 

Losses 

Company.  Prem.    Incurred. 

Aachen  &  Munich 818,111  $11,925 

^Etna 55.628  26,203 

Agricultural 7i2io  2,626 

Alliance 9,585  3,279 

American  of  Penn 20,020  7,449 

American,  N.  Y 6,421  2,658 

American  of  Newark 6,476  2,328 

American  Central 3i,o"9  13,369 

Atlas 27,512  12,658 

Baloise 1,581  24 

British  America 8,192  2,890 

Caledonian 15,396  3,909 

Commercial  Union,  London  .  .  32,634  20,619 

Connecticut 16,079  "7,439 

Continental 27,623  6,665 

Equitable,  R.  I. 2,930  1,885 

Fireman's  Fund 45,269  21,597 

Fire  Association 19,470  9,810 

Franklin 13,839  5,462 

German  Alliance  Ins.  Ass'n  .  .   .  8,512  2,940 

German-American 41,417  15,235 

Girard 3,951  417 

Greenwich  .   .   .' 5,676  2.006 

Hanover 19.378  6.104 

Hamburg-Bremen       26,022  20,050 

Hartford  Fire 40,739  8.499 

Helvetia 4,134  1,126 

Home  Mutual 24,208  10,135 

Home,  N.  Y 53,703  12,691 

Insurance  Co.  of  North  America  .  27,771  8,125 

Ins.  Co.  State  of  Penn 2,8(;n  2,173 

Imperial 29,008  11,708 

Kins:s  County 535  .  .   . 

Lancashire 21,170  3,150 

Law  Union  &  Crown      8,986  1,173 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe    .   .  51,836  31,230 

Lion 17,691  4.494 

London  Assurance 12,707  6,171 

London  &  Lancashire 28,025  9,285 

Manchester 17,440  9.306 

Magdeburg  of  New  York     ....  453  68 

Magdeburg  Fire 12,215  4,666 

Merchants,  N.  J 9,508  1,280 

Milwaukee  Mechanics 13.059  2.458 

National  of  Hartford 37,256  13,711 

Niagara 10,539  7,445 

Northern  Assurance 12,707  6,171 

Norwich  Uuion 25,753  4,873 

North  British  &  Mercantile  .   .   .  28,640  7,645 

North  German 26,595  12,709 

North  German,  N.  Y 612 

Norwalk 1,863  334 

Orient 10,144  3,230 

Palatine 45,386  23,876 

Pennsylvania  Fire !   .   .  23,511  13,172 

Pelican ■.  .   .   .  623  952 


Phenix,  Brooklyn 3,809 

Phoenix  of  Hartford 3<',209 

Phoenix  of  London 16,246 

Providence-Washington  .   .       .   .  7,i34 

Prussian  National 6,245 

Queen     22,285 

Royal 46,176 

Royal  Exchange 15,858 

Scottish  Union 19.413 

Springfield  F.  &M 19,407 

St.  Paul  F.  &  M 28,049 

Sun  Insurance  Office      25,522 

Svea •.   .  25,155 

Teutonia 4,505 

Thuringia-American 5,004 

Thurlngia 34,218 

Traders 8,5.59 

Transatlantic  Fire 23,056 

Union  Assurance 16,842 

United  States  Fire 2,783 

Victoria 1161 

Westchester ...  9,826 

Western 11, 794 

Williamsburg  City 5,954 

Total $1,458,708 

Ratio  losses  to  premiums,  39.6 per  cent. 


12.348 
7,885 
3.872 
2,175 
8,224 

16,745 
3,699 
9,715 
7,582 

12,195 
9,166 

14,072 
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7,577 
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414 
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$576,739 


Fire  Business  of  Wyoming  in  1899. 

Reported  to  The  Coast  Review. 

Losses 
Coni2)anies.  Prem.  Incurred. 

Alliance $  2.863  $     141 

American  of  Penn 144  ... 

American,  N.Y 479 

Atlas 2,921  498 

British  America 1,393  2,022 

Continental 2,403  927 

Equitable,  R.  I 444  11 

Fireman's  Fund 10,324  752 

Fire  Association 5,744  5,248 

Home  Mutual 2,691  31 

Home,  N.  Y 2,762  1,130 

Imperial 1,133  464 

Ins.  Co.  State  of  Penn 474  11 

Kings  County 17  ... 

Lion 967  325 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  .   .   .     4,226  563 

Manchester ' 1,459  1.502 

National  of  Hartford 6,139  2,954 

Niagara .            2.766  1,105 

North  British  &  Mercantile  ....     3,907  1,203 

Palatine 2,621  2,984 

Pelican 59  ... 

Phoenix  of  London        2,392  185 

Phenix,  Broolclyn 3,880  134 

Scottish  Union 4,278  1,843 

Sun  Insurance  Office 2,094  2,063 

Svea 1,057  1,001 

Thuringia  ....      25 

Westchester      658 

Western  Assurance 1,169  37 

Total $71,489  $27,134 

Ratio  losses  to  premiums,  37.9  per  cent. 


l62 


The   Coast   ReV'ievO 


Fire  Business  of  New  Mexico  in 

Reported  to  The  Coast  Review. 

VonijKiny.  Prem. 

Atlas %    6,131 

British  America 9,092 

Continental 4.247 

Fireman's  Fund 14.044 

Home  Mutual 210 

Imperial 1,394 

Ins.  Co.  State  of  Penn S03 

Kings  County 67 

Lion 725 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe    .   .  13,245 

Manchester 482 

National  of  Hartford 10,914 

Niagara 5.i73 

North  British  &  Mercantile  .   .   .  5,821 

North  German 71 

North  German,  N.  Y 17 

Palatine 9,751 

Queen     2,535 

Royal 13,287 

Royal  Exchange  Assurance  ...  36 

Scottish  Union 9,220 

Svea 297 

Thuringia 142 

Thuringia-American 26 

Transatlantic 22 

Total $107,752 

Ratio  losses  to  premiums,  61.3  per  cent. 


1899. 

Losses 

Incurred. 

$    1,660 

3,476 

329 

17,334 


7,977 
561 
6,508 
3.566 
7,064 


2,644 
132 

3.602 
16 

8,881 
100 


Fire  Business  of  Colorado  in  1899. 

Reported  to  Tlie  Coast  Review. 

Losses 
Company.  Prem.     Incurred 

Alliance      ' .   .  .$  17,095  $  6,164 

American,  N.  Y 6,510  2,957 

Atlas 23,991  18,446 

Baloise 2,913  1,368 

British  America 21,162  2,985 

Continental 49,249  18,185 

Fireman's  Fund 47,043  35.362 

Fire  Association 37,451  27,722 

Greenwich 4,752  2,907 

Helvetia 6,771  4.2S9 

Home  Mutual 13,930  15.377 

Home,  N.  Y 56.978  82,490 

Imperial       17,708  7,831 

Lancashire 3,005  3,302 

Lion    . 11,932  5,449 

Liverpool  <&  London  &  Globe  .   .     62,597  25,652 

Manchester 20,770  15.703 

National  of  Hartford 50,063  29,387 

Niagara 17,623  9,475 

North  British  &  Mercantile  .   .         25,494  13,781 

North  German,  N.  Y 704  45 

North  German .      23,441  12,709 

Palatine 26,993  21,662 

Phenix.  Brooklyn 41,330  16,031 

Prussian  National 19,123  10,007 

Royal  Exchange 14.993  4,721 

Scottish  Union 23,670  13,124 


Sun  Insurance  Office  '..*....    21,260  23,908 

Svea 13,565  18,991 

Teutonia 2,547  885 

Thuringia-American 3.072  727 

Thuringia 14.925  io,337 

Transatlantic  Fire 17,818  4,790 

Westchester ,.       9.882  2,817 

Western 23,431  16.793 

Total $753,791  $486,379 

Ratio  losses  to  premiums,  64.5  per  cent. 


Utafi  Utterings. 

Alfred  StlUman  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Under- 
writers spent  several  days  in  Salt  Lake  and 
Ogden  during  the  month,  looking  over  the 
local  interests  Insurancewise  with  Manager 
Jolly  of  the  Board.  He  returned  to  San  Fran- 
cisco with  the  impression  that  the  agents  as 
a  whole  were  behaving  themselves  very  com- 
mendably. 

Special  Agent  Gibbons,  accompanied  by  his 
wife,  is  spending  the  month  in  Salt  Lake  and 
vicinity,  Mrs.  Gibbons  renewing  acquaint- 
ances, while  Mr.  Gibbons  is  looking  after  the 
agencies  of  the  companies  represented  by  Ed- 
ward Brown  &  Sons. 

Special  Agent  Wm.  Maris  is  having  a  Royal 
time  with  the  Queen  of  America,  or  rather 
with  the  agents  of  these  two  companies,  in 
and  about  the  vicinity  of  Salt  Lake. 

The  ex-manager  of  the  Butte  office  of  the 
Board,  now  Special  Agent  Chas.  A.  Gilbert 
of  the  companies  represented  by  Manager  L. 
B.  Edwards,  has  been  in  the  city  for  several 
days,  on  his  way  to  San  Francisco  from  the 
Montana  field. 

The  Sun  of  London  shined  on  its  agent  in 
this  city  for  a  brief  period  during  the  month, 
in  the  person  of  Special  Agent  "Tommy" 
Williams.  As  he  has  a  large  field  to  care  for, 
he  does  not  come  often  or  remain  long  when 
he  does  come. 

M.  H.  Merrill  and  wife  have  taken  up  their 
permanent  residence  in  Salt  Lake,  where 
Mrs.  Merrill  will  remain,  while  Mr.  Merrill  is 
looking  after  the  interests  of  Manager  Mul- 
lins's  companies.  He  has  opened  an  office  in 
the  Dooley  building,  where  he  is  "at  home" 
when  not  on  the  road. 

11.  Gallegos,  Jr.,  made  his  first  call  on  the 
agents  of  the  Phoenix  of  Hartford,  as  he  re- 
turned from  the  festivities  at  New  Orleans. 

'Hatu." 

The  Broadway  of  New  York  has  dissolved 
and  gone  out  of  existence — a  fate  predicted 
for  it  bv  the  Coast  Review. 
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Sixty-First  Report  of  the  New  Zealand  Insur- 
ance Company. 

At  the  recent  annual  meeting  of  the 
shareholders,  of  the  New  Zealand  Insur- 
ance Company  the  sixty-first  report  of 
resources  and  business  was  the  source  of 
general  congratulations.  A  handsome 
underwriting  profit  was  shown.  The 
available  balance  was  distributed  as  fol- 
lows, on  the  chairman's  i-ecommendation: 
to  the  reserve  fund.  $.30,000;  to  the  rein- 
surance fund,  $50,000:  for  dividends,  at 
the  rate  of  10  per  cent,  for  the  year,  $50,- 
000;  leaving  oyer  $65,000  to  be  carried 
forward  to  the  new  account.  The  usual 
conservatism  governed  the  acceptance  of 
risks,  but  the  premium  income  increased 
to  a  notable  degree.  Expenses  were  mod- 
erate. 

The  balance  sheet  shows  the  possession 
of  $2,571, 155  assets,  which  is  an  increase 
of  over  $64,000.  The  net  premium  income 
was  $1,576,420.  an  increase  of  $66,000. 
Losses  were  $972,135,  or  61.6  per  cent.; 
expenses  were  only  27.5  per  cent.  Sur- 
plus increased  also.  The  excellent  posi- 
tion of  the  company  has  been  improved. 

The  chairman  spoke  favorably  of  the 
company's  business  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 
Referring  to  the  proposed  expansion  of 
the  company's  business  in  this  country  he 
said: 

"Shareholders  are  aware  that  hitherto  our 
operations  in  the  United  States  have  been 
confined  to  a  small  portion  of  the  Pacific 
Coast.  The  directors  desu'e  to  inform  share- 
holders, however,  that  they  have  decided 
upon  a  gradual  expansion  of  business  in  cer- 
tain other  states  of  America — an  insurance 
field  which  is  extensively  cultivated  by 
almost  every  English  and  Continental  com- 
pany of  any  standing-.  This  step  has  not  been 
determined  upon  without  a  full  and  searching 
inquiry  as  to  the  results  of  American  under- 
writing for  many  years  past,  and  our  inspector 
and  general  manager,  who  have  specially 
visited  the  states  in  this  connection,  both 
strongly  recommend  it." 

The  New  Zealand  is  the  leading  Austral- 
asian fire  and  marine  company.  It  has  a 
handsome-  net  surplus,  and  over  a  million 
and  a  half  of  surplus  as  regards  policy- 
holders.    On  the  Pacific  Coast,  where  it 


is  represented  by  Manager  W.  P.  Thomas, 
the  company  has  large  investments,  in 
addition  to  $50,000  deposited  in  Oregon 
and  $200,000  deposited  in  Massachusetts, 
for  the  special  protection  of  American 
policyholders.  Agencies  are  being  estab- 
lished in  all  the  Pacific  Western  states 
and  territories. 

Honolulu  **CiviI"  Fire  Losses. 

The  companies  which  were  on  the 
Chinatown  risks  burned  in  Honolulu  by 
order  of  the  health  board  have  paid  in 
all  cases  where  the  policy  form  was  not 
standard.  In  the  old  form  policies,  issued 
by  the  fireman's  Fund  and  a  number  of 
foreign  companies,  there  was  no  clause 
exempting  from  liability  for  loss  caused 
by  a  fire  set  by  the  authorities  as  a  pro- 
tective measure.  Claims  under  such  pol- 
icies have  been  paid,  the  right  of  recovery 
from  municipality  being  subrogated. 

The  New  York  standard  policy  form, 
however,  contains  the  following  clause: 

"This  company  shall  not  be   liable   for  loss 
caused  directly  or  indirectly  by  invasion  .    . 
or  by  order  of  any  civil  authority." 

This  relieves  from  liability  all  com- 
panies with  such  policies  on  property 
burned  by  order  of  the  authorities  in  the 
bubonic  j^lague  district. 
The  subrogation  clause  is  as  follows: 
"If  this  company  shall  claim  that  the  fire 
was  caused  by  the  act  or  neglect  of  any  per- 
son or  corporation,  private  or  municipal,  this 
company  shall,  on  payment  of  the  loss,  be  sub- 
rogated to  the  extent  of  such  payment  to  all 
right  of  recovery  by  the  insured  for  the  loss 
resulting  therefrom,  and  such  right  shall  be 
assigned  to  this  company  by  the  insured  on 
receiving  such  payment." 

Liability,  of  course,  has  been  denied  by 
the  companies  issuing  the  standard  form 
of  policy;  but  all  the  insured  are  confident 
of  recovering  their  losses,  either  from  the 
companies  or  from  the  government. 


Philadelphia  has  had  the  hose  of  one 
company  equipped  with  an  expei-imental 
electrical  device,  so  that  the  hosemen  at 
the  nozzles  can  signal  instantly  to  their 
engineer.  This  electrical  attachment  is 
now  being  placed  upon  2,000  feet  of  hose 
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by  a  New  York  concern,  and  when  com- 
pleted will  be  sent  to  Philadelphia  and 
given  a  thorough  test.  On  the  nozzle  of 
the  line  thus  equipped  there  will  be  a 
push-button,  which  will  cause  a  bell  on 
the  engine  to  ring.  One  push  of  the  but- 
ton may  mean  to  start  the  water;  two 
pushes  to  stop  the  flow;  three  pushes  to 
slacken  the  force,  and  so  on.  In  cases 
where  long  lines  of  hose  have  been  taken 
far  into  buildings  or  into  cellars,  where 
much  time  would  be  lost  signalling  by 
passing  the  word  along  a  long  line,  this 
new  svstem  will  be  found  of  great  value. 


Manager    Geo.  D,   Dornin's  Big   Team,   the 
National  and  the  Springfield, 

TWO  AMERICAN  COMPANIES  WHICH  MADE 
NOTEWORTHY  GAINS  LAST  YEAR— BOTH 
ARE  STRONG  IN  SURPLUS  FUNDS. 

Manager  Geo.  D.  Dornin,  the  veteran 
San  Francisco  fire  underwriter,  repre- 
sents two  well  known  strong  and  popular 
American  fire  insurance  companies.  They 
have  been  linked  together  many  years  in 
this  field  under  his  successful  direction, 
and  have  a  flourishing  business  in  the 
front  rank  as  regards  both  volume  of  pre- 
miums and  profitable  i-esults.  "The  Na- 
tional and  Springfield" — "Dornin 's  com- 
panies"— that  is  the  way  the  street 
phrases  the  joint  Pacific  department  of 
these  companies.  Their  premium  receipts 
from  this  field  last  year  aggregated  $345,- 
789,  with  a  loss  ratio  of  less  than  43  per 
cent.,  which  is  considerably  below  the 
general  Cpast  average  for  all  companies. 
This  is  rank  two  among  other-state  com- 
pany departments.  This  high  rank  is 
also  maintained  in  the  total  of  $1,823,957 
premiums  received  during  the  past  six 
years. 

Manager  Dornin  has  an  able  assistant 
in  his  son,  George  W.  Dornin,  the  assist- 
ant manager  of  the  Pacific  department  of 
these  leading  American  companies.  His 
training  has  certainly  been  of  the  best 
character,  with  the  best  of  underwriting 
practices  and  rules  and  regulations  of 
office  and  field  work.  Mr.  Dornin,  Jr., 
was  the  author  of  an  able  paper  read    at 


the  recent    annual    meeting    of  the   Fire 
Underwriters  Association  of  the   Pacific. 

THE  NATIONAL   FIRE. 

The  National  Fire  Insurance  Company 
of  Hartford  was  organized  in  the  latter 
part  of  1871,  but  in  time  to  make  a  good 
record  in  the  Boston  fire  of  1872.  This 
put  the  company  on  its  mettle,  and  it  has 
been  reaching  out  for  business  ever  since. 
In  the  past  ten  years  it  has  doubled  its 
assets,  surplus  and  premium  income,  and 
has  paid  dividends  to  stockholders  with 
the  regularity  of  clockwork  and  the  due 
liberality  of  the  fortunate.  But  all  the 
time  it  has  been  looking  after  the  inter- 
ests of  policyholders  as  well,  treating  them 
liberally,  and  strengthening  its  sui'plus 
funds  for  their  additional  security. 

The  National  Fire  now  has  $4,551,284 
assets,  $1,472,955  net  surplus,  $5,472,955 
surplus  as  regai'ds  policyholders.  Pre- 
mium receipts  advanced  from  $2,096,840 
to  $2,179,157,  last  year.  Losses  and  ex- 
penses left  a  good  round  balance  of  the 
income. 

THE   SPRINGFIELD    F.    &    M. 

There  are  not  many  companies  that 
can  boast  of  increasing  assets,  reinsurance 
reserve  and  net  surplus,  all,  in  fierj-  1899 — 
but  the  old  Springfield  of  Springfield, 
Mass.,  is  one  of  the  fortunate  few.  It  did 
all  this,  and  had  an  income  considerably 
in  excess  of  losses  and  expenses. 

Looking  back  over  the  figures  we  note 
that  since  January  1,  1894,  the  net  sur- 
plus has  increased  from $362, 421  to  $1,685,- 
092.  Every  yeai*  has  shown  a  marked 
gain  in  this  evidence  of  strength.  Turn- 
ing to  the  column  of  assets  we  note  also 
the  same  extraordinary  unvarying  annual 
gain. 

The  Springfield  presents  figures  which 
must  please  and  reassure  its  policyholders 
and  property-owners  generally.  It  has 
nearly  $5,000,000  assets,  of  which  $3,185,- 
092  is  surplus.  The  capital  paid  up  is 
$1,685,092.  The  net  surplus  over  amiabil- 
ities and  capital  is  $1,685,092. 


Marine. — Massachusetts  marine  loss  ratio 
last  year,  230  per  cent. ;  Minnesota,  77  per 
cent. 


Leading  AMERICAN  Companies 


National 


Fire  Insurance  Company 

OF     HARTFORD.     CONN. 

ANNUAL  STATEMENT,  JANUARY  1,   1900 


Capital         ...         -      $1,000,000.00 
Assets  -     .     .        -  $4,551,283.55 

Assets 

Real  Estate S      327,315.49 

Stocks   and   Bonds 2,784,854.50 

Loans  on  Bonds  and  Mortgage  .    .    .  736,040.00 

Cash  in  Banks  and  in  Office  ...  231,616.18 
Premiums  in  Course  of 

Collection   (net) 348.443.90 

TOTAL  ASSETS $4,551,283.55 

Liabilities 

Losses  in  Process  of  Adjust- 
ment and   Settlement $      210.857.74 

Reserve  for  Unearned  Premiums.   .  1,784,168.02 

Commission.  Brokerages,  and 
all  otber  Claims  against 
Company 58,302.82 

Reserve  Fund  for  Contingencies  .   .  25,000.00 

TOTAL  LIABILITIES  $2,078,328.58 

Capital  Stock  Paid  in S  1,000.000.00 

NET  SURPLUS  over  Capital 

and  all  Liabilities 1,472,954.97 

$4,551,283.55 


Principal  Office,  95  Pearl  Street,  Hartford  Conn. 
JAMES  NICHOLS,  President 

B.   R.  STILLMAN,  Vice-Pres.  and  Sec 
H.  A.  SMITH,  Assistant  Secretary. 


Springfield 


F.  &  M.  Insurance  Company 

OF    SPRINQFICLD,      MASS. 

m 

ANNUAL  STATEMENT,  JANUARY  1,  1900 


Cash  Capital       -       -       -    $1,500,000.00 
Assets  -        -         -         $4,906,939.06 

Assets 

Cash  on  hand,  in  Banks  and 

Cash  Items S      135,541.49 

Cash  in  hands  of  Agents  and 

in  course  of  Transmission  .   .  362.994.63 

Rents  and   Accrued   Interest .  .   .  48,142.94 

Real  Estate  Unincumbered  ....  126,400.00 
Loans  on  Bond  and  Mortgage 

(first  lien) 647,800.00 

Loans  on  Collateral  Security  .   .   .  39,525.00 

Bank  Stocks,  Market  Value  ....  589,155.00 

Railroad  Stocks,  "       "       ....  2,391,630.00 

Railroad  Bonds,  "       "      ....  379,500.00 

U.  S.  Bonds,         "        "       ....  93.750.00 
Miscellaneous  Bonds.  Market 

Value 92,500.00 

TOTAL  ASSETS  $4,774,658.39 

Liabilities 

Capital  stock $      1,500.000.00 

Reserve  for  Reinsurance  ....  1,476,584.27 

Reserve  for  Unsettled  Claims  .   .  245,262.45 

NET  SURPLUS $1,685,092.34 

A.  W.  DAMON,  President 
CHAS.  E.  GALACAR,  Vice-President 
F.  H.  WILLIAMS,  Treasurer 
_SANFORD  J.  HALL,  Secretary 
W.J.  MACKAY,  Ass'tSec'y 


PACIFIC    COAST    DEPARTMENT 

409  California  Street,  -  -  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

GEO.  D.  DORNIN,  Manager  GEO.  W.  DORNIN,  Ass't  Manager 
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Twenty-Fourth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Fire 
Underwriters'  Association  of  the  Pacific. 

VERY  LARGE  ATTENDANCE— MEMBERSHIP 
IS  NOW  TWO  HUNDRED  AND  FORTY. 
VALUABLE  PAPERS  READ. 

The  twenty-fourth  annual  meeting  of 
the  Fire  Underwriters'  Association  of  the 
Pacific,  held  in  San  Francisco  on  Feb- 
ruary 20  and  21,  compares  well  in  every 
respect  with  any  of  the  association's  pre- 
vious annual  assemblies.  The  attendance, 
it  seemed  to  us,  was  somewhat  larger  than 
usual.  The  program  was  interesting 
throughout,  as  the  reader  may  see  from 
the  following  copy  of  the  official  tablet: 

1.  Reports— Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Calvert 
Meade. 

Executive  Committee,  John  T.  Fogarty. 
Library  Committee,  Herbert  Folger. 

2.  President's  Address,  Edward  Niles. 

3.  Profit  and  Freight  in  Book  Losses,  William 
Sexton. 

4.  Mexican  Fire  Insurance  and  Methods,  J.  A, 
Faymonville. 

5.  Fire  Patrol  Systems,  Calvert  Meade. 

6.  Methods  of  Fire  Insurance  in  Europe,  Edward 
Brown. 

7.  Rating,  George  W.  Dornin. 

8.  Round  and  Round,  George  F.  Grant. 

9.  Concerning  Electric  Station  Risks,  George 
P.  Low. 

10.  Underwriters'  Pilgrimage.  Franz  Jacoby. 

11.  A  Lot  of  Flour,  H.  M.  Grant. 

12.  The  Need  of  the  Hour,  Herbert  Folger. 

13.  A  Suggestion  for  Defense,  R.  C.  Medcraft. 

14.  Subtraction,  R.  W.  Osborn. 

15.  Disagreements  for  Appraisal,  F.  G.  Argall. 
i5.  A     Foreign    Adjustment,   Trip,     V.     Carus 

Driffield. 

17.  Report  of  Committee  on  President's  Address. 

18.  Report  of  Committee  on  Library  Committee. 

19.  California  Knapsack. 

Three  new  members  were  elected, 
namely,  H.  T.  Lamey,  E.  J.  Louis  and  H. 
L.  Luke.  Four  gentlemen  were  also 
elected  to  honorary  membership,  to-wit: 
D.  J.  Staples,  D.  B.  Wilson,  E.  L. 
Thompson  and  C.  G.  Heifner. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer  Meade's  re- 
port showed  the  affairs  of  the  association 
to  be  prosperous.  The  total  membership 
on  February  21  was  240.  The  treasury 
has  a  handsome  balance  on  hand. 

The  following  named  gentlemen  were 
elected  for  the  ensuing. year:  President, 
Frank  J.  Devlin,  manager    of  the  Pacific 


department  of  the  Atlas  Assurance  Com- 
pany; vice-president,  George  W.  Dornin, 
assistant  manager  of  the  Pacific  depart- 
ment of  the  National  Fire  and  the  Spring- 
field Fire  and  Marine  insurance  compa- 
nies; secretary  and  treasurer,  Calvert 
Meade,  independent  adjustei'. 

On  motion  of  Col.  Kinne,  Art.  IV.  of 
the  constitution  was  amended  so  as  to 
make  the  executive  committee  consist  of 
the  retiring  president  and  two  other  past 
presidents  of  the  association,  to  be  elected 
by  ballot.  This  amendment  places  the 
executive  work  always  in  the  hands  of 
experienced  members.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
Fogarty,  two  past  presidents,  W.  H. 
Lowden  and  R.  W.  Osborn,  were  elected 
members  of  the  executive  committee,  to 
serve  for  the  ensuing  year  with  the  retir- 
ing president  Edward  Niles. 

The  election  committee  was  reelected. 

The  papers  read  this  year  were  fully  up 
to  the  high  standard  of  the  past.  Some 
original  points  were  brought  out,  and 
considerable  discussion  was  elicited.  Ed- 
itor Geo.  F.  Grant  and  Assistant  Editor 
Edward  Niles  of  the  Knapsack,  and  other 
contributors,  produced  a  fine  collection 
for  the  entertainment  of  those  present 
and  other  readers  of  the  Proceedings. 

Our  review  of  the  papers,  which  appears 
on  another  page,  is  purposely  brief,  and 
is  designed  merely  to  arouse  additional 
interest  in  the  Proceedings  published  by 
the  association.  The  cost  is  only  50  cents 
a  copy,  and  we  assume  that  no  reader  of 
the  Coast  Review  interested  in  Coast  fire 
insurance  will  neglect  sending  that  small 
sum  to  Seci-etary  Meade,  106  Leidsdorff 
street.  We  recommend  the  book  to  our 
foreign  readers. 


Manager  Brew^ster. 

When  Martin  Bennett  died,  it  was  a 
foregone  conclusion  that  his  able  and  ex- 
perienced assistant,  J.  H.  Brewster,  would 
be  appointed  manager  of  the  United  States 
and  Canadian  departments  of  the  Lion 
and  Scottish  Union.  Mr.  Brewster  vis- 
ited the  Coast  a  year  or  so  ago,  and  was 
present  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Fire 
Underwriters'  Association  of  the  Pacific. 
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His  underwriting  career  began  in  the 
offices  of  the  Connecticut  Fire,  in  1867, 
of  which  company  he  later  became  as- 
sistant secretary.  Mr.  Brewster  is  thor- 
oughly familiar  with  the  business  which 
he  assisted  in  building  up. 


Charges  Against  the  Mutual  Reserve  Fund. 
On  February  28th  President  Burnham 
was  served  with  papers  containing  charges 
against  his  management  of  the  Mutual 
Reserve  Fund  Life  Association.  The 
attorney-general  has  been  asked  permis- 
sion to  bring  an  action  for  the  removal  of 
Burnham.  Policyholders  of  the  associa- 
tion, it  is  said,  have  retained  lawyers.  It 
is  alleged,  in  the  petition,  that  high 
officials  have  been  guilty  of  perjury;  that 
funds  of  the  association  have  been  mis- 
appropriated; that  over  $300,000,000  of 
insurance  has  lapsed  in  the  last  four 
years;  and  that  the  removal  of  the  pres- 
ent managers  are  necessary  to  the  salva- 
tion of  the  association. 


Rights  of  Beneficiary. 

A  St.  Paul  man  died,  leaving  a  small 
estate,  and  an  insurance  policy  for  $5,000 
payable  to  his  two  minor  sons.  The 
administrator  collected  the  insurance 
money  and  attempted  to  pay  bequests 
therewith. 

It  was  claimed  at  the  hearing  that  the 
general  clause  in  the  will  leaving  the  en- 
tire estate  to  insured's  wife  and  two 
sons  carried  with  it  the  insurance  policy, 
but  Judge  Bazille  of  the  probate  court 
held  that  such  a  provision  cannot  affect 
the  insurance  whei-e  the  policy  is  made 
payable  to  some  specified  person  or 
persons. 

Mutual  Life  Sued  for  $53,883. 

Our  readers  will  remember  the  brave 
man  who  lost  his  life  at  the  Baldwin  hotel 
fire,  in  San  Francisco,  after  saving  several 
lives.  While  descending  a  rope,  flames 
burned  it,  and  ho  fell  several  stories  to 
the  sidewalk.  This  brave  man  was  John- 
athan  Lloyd  White. 

On  August  25,  1898,  White  bought  an 
annuity    policy  from   the  Mutual  Life  of 


New  York.  He  paid  $53,883  for  an 
annuity  of  $3,600,  payable  quarterly  in 
sums  of  $900.  The  first  quarter  had  not 
expired  when  White  was  killed. 

A  law  of  New  York,  passed  in  1875,  pro- 
vides that  annuities  are  properties  which 
may  be  divided  among  the  heirs  of  annui- 
tants. In  the  case  of  White's  policy  there 
was  no  stipulation  that  there  should  be  no 
apportionment  of  the  annuity  in  accord- 
ance with  the  New  York  law. 

When  asked  to  pay  the  annuity  to  the 
heirs,  as  provided  by  the  law,  the  com- 
pany denied  all  liability.  The  executors 
of  the  estate  of  the  deceased  capitalist 
therefore  claim  that  the  annuity  policy 
has  been  rescinded;  and  they  demanc 
re-payment  of  the  $53,883  paid  by  White. 


policy 
id  the    j 
Vhite.  / 


The   Nippon  Sea    Repudiates  Risks  Written 
Since  January  I. 

The  Nippon  Sea,  of  Osaka,  Japan,  has 
created  a  small  sensation  in  marine  insur- 
ance circles  by  repudiating  all  business 
written  in  San  Francisco  since  January  1. 
Perhapsthisis  the  simple  Japanese  maiden 
way  of  cancelling  business.  Messrs.  New- 
hall  &  Co.,  who  have  been  agents  since 
January  1,  are  sorely  puzzled  over  the 
cancellation  cablegram  of  repudiation. 
Their  agency  has  not  been  canceled,  and 
they  infer  that  the  new  directorate  has 
repudiated  the  transactions  of  the  late 
directorate  since  the  first  of  the  year.  It 
is  possible  that  meantime  there  have  been 
two  sets  of  managers,  ckfacto  and  dcjure. 

The  San  Francisco  agents  promptly 
tendered  the  insured  their  premiums, 
with  notice  of  the  strange  action  of  the 
Nippon  Sea.  The  insured,  it  is  stated, 
had  no  trouble  in  procurifig  insurance 
anew. 

We  believe  that  this  is  the  first  instance 
of  cancellation  of  risks  while  afloat.  It  is 
possible  that  litigation  will  grow  out  of 
this  action. 

Lie  Nailed. — The  statement  that  the 
National  Life  of  Washington  had  been 
refused  admission  to  Indiana  was  wholly 
false,  printed  without  the  excuse  of  an 
alleged  rumor.  Some  day  the  fraternity 
will  "get  onto  the  curves'"  of  the  alleged 
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insurance  weekly  responsible  for  the  lie. 
Recently  it  printed  an  equally  groundless 
statement  as  to  a  New  York  life  company, 
pretending  it  had  the  basis  of  a  rumor. 
Neither  of  the  victims  advertises  with  it. 


Tw^o  Acres  of  Stores  Burned. 

According  to  a  press  dispatch,  a  half- 
million-dollar  fire  in  Philadelphia,  Febru- 
ary 23,  in  the  heart  of  the  wholesale  mil- 
linery disti'ict,  destroyed  "two  acres  of 
stores. ' '  

Life  Paragraphs. 

The  Canadian  members  of  the  late 
Covenant  Mutual  (assessment)  of  Gales- 
burg  are  to  be  reinsured  by  an  old  line 
Canadian  life  company,  without  medical 
examination  and  at  age  at  entry,  with 
"the  present  amount  of  the  policy  re- 
duced" to  conform  to  the  new  rates. 

*  *      * 

The  three  "largest  on  earth"  New 
York  companies  show  the  following 
totals: 

New 

Business.  In  Force.         Surplus. 

Equitable.   .$203,301,832     $1,054,416,422      $61,117,477 

Mutual    .   .   .    169,000,000        1,052.665,211       47,952,548 

New  York  .   .    205,182,157       1,061,871,985       37,927,785 

*  *        * 

The  New  York  Life,  according  to  a 
press  dispatch,  has  just  bought  $10,000,000 
Russian  railway  securities. 

*  -x-        * 

Maj.  Day,  of  Columbus,  O.,  formerly 
of  San  Francisco,  agency  director  of  the 
New  York  Life,  has  $3,424,000  new  busi- 
ness to  his  credit  for  last  year. 

*  *      * 

Life  men  are  very  much  interest- 
ed in  the  Methvin  decision  of  the 
supreme  court  of  California,  printed  in 
our  January  book.  A  re-hearing  has 
been  granted,  and  several  prominent 
attorneys  will  '"intervene."  The  decis- 
ion is  very  important,  for  the  ruling  of 
the  court  is  radical.  If  it  stands,  a  life 
policy  goes  into  effect  when  the  premium 
is  paid  and  the  contract  delivered,  and 
continues  in  effect  according  to  the  pre- 
mium, regardless  of  any  stipulation  of  ex- 
piration.    The  court  virtually  says    that 


the  company  and  the  insured  can  not  con- 
tract for  insurance  at  any  less  than  the 
usual  rate.  There  being  no  liability 
pending  delivery,  the  date  of  the  policy 
is  void,  and  the  real  contract  begins  when 
the  policy  is  delivered,  and  extends  so 
long  as  the  stipulated  premium  would 
pay  had  the  delivery  been  immediate. 
This  decision  has  the  appearance  of 
equity,  but  there  are  two  sides  to  the 
matter.  In  law,  we  should  prefer  the 
ruling  that  the  assured  has  a  claim  for  a 
deduction  from  the  premium  equal  to  the 
time  for  which  the  company  incurred  no 
liability.  In  fire  insurance,  where  notes 
for  premiums  are  given,  it  is  expressly 
agreed  that  no  liability  for  loss  exists 
pending  default.  The  courts,  notably  in 
Georgia,  have  held  that  this  clause  ex- 
empts the  insurer  from  liability  for  loss 
during  the  period  of  default.  We  are  not 
defending  this  clause,  but  are  simply  dis- 
cussing it  from  the  legal  point  of  view. 
There  seems  to  be  some  parallel  between 
the  California  and  the  Georgia  case, 
though  one  is  life  and  the  other  fire.  In 
both  cases  there  is  a  suspension  of  liabil- 
ity pending  payment.  In  both  cases,  the 
adverse  ruling,  the  overturning  of  the 
contract,  would  work   a  hardship  to  the 

insurer. 

*  *      * 

A  BILL  in  New  York  proposes  to  limit 
life  companies  to  $1,500,000,000  insurance 
in  force.  It  is  said  the  Mutual  Life  and 
other  companies  favor  the  measure. 

*  *      * 

The  Home  Life  issued  a  vest-pocket 
calendar  and  stamp-book,   with  celluloid 

cover. 

*  *      * 

Goebel's  Bitterness.— The  Insurance  Press 
is  responsible  for  this:  "The  late  William 
Goebel  of  Kentucky  was  a  bitter  opponent  of 
life  insurance,"  an  old  life  insurance  man 
said.  "Why?  Because  he  could  not  get  any 
life  insui-auce  himself  after  having  estab- 
lished his  character  as  a  bravo  by  killing 
Colonel  Sanford  of  Covington  in  1895.  The 
colonel  was  a  reputable  banker,  aman  of  quiet 
habits  and  one  of  the  most  respected  resi- 
dents of  the  city  when  I  knew  him.  He  was 
my  collecting  agent  for  the  territoi-y  in  and 
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ai'ound   Covington   while    I    represented   my 
company  in  Kentucky." 


Banquet  of  the  Fire  Underwriters*  Association 
of  the  Pacific. 
A  hundred  and  twenty-five  members  and 
guests  sat  at  table  at  the  twenty-fourth  an- 
nual dinner  of  the  Fire  Underwriters'  Associ- 
ation of  the  Pacific  last  month.  The  gentle- 
men present  were  as  follows : 

Ahpel,  N.  C. ;  Andre,  A.  A. ;  Ankele,  J.  H. ;  Bacon, 
•E.  H.;    Boggs,  F.  S.;    Bangs,  F. ;    Belden,   H.   K. 
Bertheau,  M.  A. ;    Beckwith,  J.  A. ;  Benner,  Harry 
Blanchard,  H.  P.;  Boardman,  G.  C;  Boardman,  T 
D. ;  Brainard,  J.  C;  Brush,  R.  G. ;    Caine,  Edward 
Carey,  J.  A. ;  Chrlstensen,  Chas. ;  Chipman,  W.  F. 
Clemmons,  W.  J. ;    Conroy,   T.  C;    Culver,   E.   V. 
Cashing,   Thos.   W. ;  Crux,  Geo.   A.;  Davis,  E.  M. 
Devlin,  F.  J. ;    Delafield,  R.  H. ;  De  Jarnett,  W.  B. 
Dibbern,  J.  H.;    Dornin,  Geo.  D. ;   Dornin,  Geo.  W. 
Dornin,  John  C. ;   Driffield,  V.  C. ;  Button.  Wm.  J. 
Echlin,  Chas.   C;    Edwards,   L.   B  ;    Eitel.  E.  E. 
Emmal,  J.  B.,  Jr. ;  Fabj,  R.  P. ;  Faust,  W.  H. ;  Fol- 
ger,    Herbert;    Folger,   Clinton;     Foster,    J.    E.; 
Friend,  R.  B. ;  Fuller,  J.  L. ;  Gaylord,  P.  B. ;  Gibbs, 
W,  E. ;  Giesy,  A.  W. ;  Goodwin,  B  ;  Goodwin,  J.  W. ; 
Grant,   Geo.  F. ;    Grim,  A.   R. ;  Grahame,    H.   M. ; 
Gunn,  J.  W. ;  Haven,  Fred.  L. ;  Heifner,  C.  G. :  Hel- 
bing,  Jacob;  Holmes,  J.  M.;  Hopkins,  W.  B. ;  Hoh- 
weisner,  F. ;  Hunter,  R.  D. ;   Jackson,  H.  R. ;  Jack- 
son, W.  A.;  Jacobs,  A.  L.;  Jacoby,  Franz;    John- 
son, Capt.   H.   Gardiner;   Keith,  H.  B.;  Kinne,  C 
Mason;  Kllnger,  Wm.  M.;  Lowden,  W.  H.;  Lord, 
Leslie  H. ;  Lockey,  R. ;  Louis,  E.  J. ;  Lowe,  S.  W. ; 
Macdonald,  Wm. ;   Maris    Wm. ;    Maxwell,  J.   D. ; 
Marcuse,  Jacob;  Meade,  Calvert;  Mel,  Louis;  Med- 
craft,  R.  C;  Merrill,  M.  H.;    Messinger,  G. ;  Mes- 
sick,  S.  P. ;  Miles,  D.  E. ;  Moody,  A.  E. ;  Mott,  E.  J. 
Mullins,  C.  F. ;   Niles,  Edward;   Niebling,   E.  T.; 
Nippert,  P.  M. ;  Osborn,  R.  W. ;  Palache,  W. ;  Pen- 
field,  A.  J.;  Purdy,  E.  S. ;  Richards,  J.  D. ;  Rosen- 
blatt,   Leon;    Sexton,  J.    E. ;    Shankland,  T.  C; 
Spencer,  Geo.  W. ;   Sprowl,  E.G. ;   Stamford,  F.  C. ; 
Summerland,  Theo.;  Theobold,  G. ;  Thompson,  E. 
R. ;   Tiedemann,  T.  J.   A.;   Tyson,   Geo.    H.;  Van 
Dusen,  H.  G. ;   Vilus,  C.   E. ;  Von  Etllnger,  A.  T. ; 
Watt,  Rolla  V. ;  Walden,  J.  B. ;  Wayman,  W.  O. : 
Warfield,  G.   H.;  Webber,  J.   F.   R. ;  Wellington, 
Geo.  J. ;  White,  F.  G. ;   White,  C.   G. ;  Whitley,  N. 
B. ;  Wilbur,  Ralph;  Winterburn,  o.  C. 

Not  the  least  interesting  feature  of  the 
evening  pi-ogram  was  the  menu,  which  we 
insert  here  in  its  due  prominent  place : 

Menu. 
Saufcrne.  Blue  Points  on  Half  Shell.  Soup- 
Clear  Green  Turtle.  Relishes— Russian  Caviar  on 
Toast,  Anchovies,  Celery,  Salted  Almonds.  Fish— 
Aiguillettes  of  Striped  Bass,  Richelieu,  Pommes 
Viennoise.  Clai'et.  Releve— Filet  of  Beef.  Conde; 
Tomatis  Trevise.  Entree— Supreme  of  Chicken, 
Sauce  Supreme  aux  Truffes.  Vegetables— Aspara- 
gus, Hollandaise  Sauce.    ChamjKujnc.  Intermede— 


Cardinal  Punch.  Roast— Teal  Duck,  Fried  Hom- 
iny, Lettuce  Salad.  Dessert— Ice  Cream  in  Fancy 
Moulds,  Assorted  Cake,  Cheese,  Coffee. 

Instrumental  musicians  and  a  quartette  of 
male  voices  made  a  beautiful  background  of 
melody  for  the  picture  of  the  banquet.  W.  B. 
Hopkins,  who  has  a  well  deserved  reputation 
as  a  vocalist,  was  encored.  If  our  represent- 
ative is  not  in  error,  Mr.  Hopkins  sang  "The 
Holy  City."  iVIax  Bertheau  again  favored 
the  association,  this  year,  with  a  timely  local 
composition,  entitled  "Current  Events,"  to 
the  air  of  "I'd  Leave  Ma  Happy  Home  for 
You."  All  joined  Mr.  Bertheau  in  singing 
the  chorus,  as  follows: 

CURRENT   EVENTS. 

Mel. — "Td  Leave  Ma  Hajipy  Home  for  You." 
Word.s  by  M.  A.  Bertubau. 

1. 
From  near  and  far 
All  specials  are 

Invited  by  our  President  to  come. 
With  the  utmost  speed. 
Their  associates  to  meet 

At  the  Underwriters'  Association's  home. 
They  have  extensive  knowledge 
And,  like  clever  boys  in  college, 

"Funny"  tricks  we  know  they  do; 
So  our  President  was  glad 
When  the  happy  news  he  read 

That '  most  everybody  answered  thus,  but  few, 
Sir! 

CHORUS. 

I'll  leave  ma  happy  home  for  you,  oo,  oo,  oo,  oo. 
Lots  of  fun  together  we'll  have,  too,  oo,  oo,  oo,  oo. 
At  the  banquet  I'll  keep  straight  and  sober,  sure  I 

do,  00, 
I'll  leave  ma  happy  home  for  you,  oo,  oo,  oo,  oo. 

II. 

A  very  Ijad  boy 
Adjusters  enjoy. 

As  such  big  fires  he  knows  how  to  start ; 
But  e'en  full-grown  men 
Showed  in  Hay  wards  that  they  can 

Burn  a  church  when  they  burn  high  grass   in 
the  yard. 
In  Honolulu  sadly 
Did  they  scorch  the  town  quite  badly 

When  the  plague  they  drove  away. 
It's  too  bad  that  this  was  so. 
For  our  Billy  had  to  go, 

And  one  fine  day  to  the  boss  he  had  to  say 
Sir! 

CHORUS. 

I'll  leave  ma  happy  home  for  you,  oo,  oo,  oo,  oo. 
Just  at  th'  Underwriters'  meeting,  too,  oo,  oo,  oo,  oo, 
I  shall  celebrate  the  day  in  Honolulu,  too,  oo, 
I'll  leave  ma  happy  home  for  you,  oo,  oo,  oo,  oo. 

III. 
A  man  I  knew— 
A  nice  man,  too. 
Until  a  broker  coaxed  him  to  insure. 
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Then  temptation  came 

And  he  played  the  funny  game 

That  so  many  '-honest"  men  have  played  before. 

One  nice  day  took  his  fam'ly 

To  a  picnic,  and  came  calmly 

Back  to  town  when  it  was  late. 
Then  to  his  surprise  he  found 
That  his  house  burn'd  to  the  ground, 

And  next  morning  to  the  agent  thus  he  said, 
Sir! 

CHORUS. 

I'll  leave  ma  happy  home  to  you,  00,  00,  00,  00, 

I  have  paid  the  premium  that  was  due,  00,  00, 00, 00. 

You  give  me  the  fifteen  thousand,  dear  me !    Yes  ! 

You  do,  00, 
I'll  leave  ma  happy  home  to  you,  00,  00,  00,  00. 

The  retiring  president,  Mr.  Niles,  presided, 
and  introduced  the  several  speakers  in  happy 
style.  When  he  rose,  and  rapped  "the  boys" 
to  order,  he  insisted  on  being  recognized,  be- 
cause his  pictures  had  appeared  in  the  morn- 
ing prints.  He  introduced  his  successor  as  a 
gentleman  who  would  make  an  ideal  presi- 
dent. 

The  great  hit  of  the  evening  was  made  by 
Messrs.  Cofran,  Faymonville  and  McElhone, 
way  off  in  cold  Chicago.  Their  telegram  was 
to  this  stimulating  effect:  "At  9  o'clock, 
Coast  time,  ask  the  boys  to  join  the  trio  here 
in  a  bumper."  The  i-eference  to  ginger  ale 
and  a  hose  and  the  new  fire  commissioner  in 
the  telegram  was  appreciated.  Other  tele- 
grams and  letters  from  the  absent  were  read. 

There  was  some  speaking.  President  Niles 
called  up  this  one  and  that,  member  or  guest, 
and  drew  out  a  creditable  total  of  after  din- 
ner remarks.  Some  of  the  speakers  got  off 
"too  easy."  Mr.  Spencer  declared  that  he 
and  Mr.  Grant  had  endeavored  to  make  the 
dinner  committee  a  life-long  job,  in  order  to 
escape  the  task  of  preparing  impromptu 
speeches.  The  new  officers,  Mr.  Devlin  and 
Mr.  Dornin,  Jr.,  were  compelled  to  stand  up 
and  acknowledge  the  applause  which  greeted 
their  names. 

President-elect  Devlin  began  his  remarks 
in  a  humorous  way,  but  became  serious  when 
he  referred  to  the  doleful  situation  of  fire  in- 
surance in  the  East.  He  thought  that  fire 
underwriters  should  raise  the  standard  of  the 
business,  and  they,  should  educate  the  public 
as  well,  for  "education  means  death  to  the 
political  demagogue." 

C.  G.  Heifner,  assistant  insurance  commis- 
sioner of  the  Washington  department,  spoke 
at  some  length,  partly  as  an  official  and  partly 
as  an  enthusiastic  champion  of  political 
ideals.  He  said  that  about  $7,000,000  is  paid 
by  insurance  companies  to   the  various  insur- 


ance commissioners  and  state  treasurers, 
while  the  total  amount  necessary  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  insurance  departments  is  not  more 
than  $700,000.  Therefore,  in  liis  judgment, 
the  insurance  companies  are  being  taxed 
about  $13,300,000  more  than  they  ought  to  be. 
"It  was  never  intended  that  an  insurance 
company  should  be  an  assistant  assessor  or 
tax  collector. '' 

George  D.  Dornin  began  with  an  expression 
of  wonder  whether  he  was  nearing  that  age 
when  he  should  pose  as  a  veteran.  He  never 
wanted  to  outgrow  the  possibility  of  a  func- 
tion of  this  kind.  Indeed,  in  order  to  stand 
the  smoke  he  had  recently  learned  to  smoke. 
These  dinner  reunions,  he  said,  were  still 
educational,  and  he  was  learning  from  the 
younger  element. 

Other  speakers  were  Capt.  Johnson,  from 
Vancouver,  across  the  line;  Paul  Gaylord,  K. 
P.  Pabj,  A.  T.  Von  Etlinger  and  others.  The 
banquet  adjourned  at  a  very  late  hour. 


Kopje  Views. 

The  Vermont  Life,  a  small  life  company, 
has  been  bought  up  and  taken  over  by  an 
Eastern  industrial  company. 

TuE  Sun  Insurance  Office  won  a  case  in  New 
Jersey  against  an  individual  underwriter  re- 
insurer, a  member  of  the  New  Jersey  State 
Fire  Association.  The  defense  contended  that 
as  the  reinsurance  was  an  excess  of  $35,000  it 
was  a  wager  contract,  and  therefore  illegal. 

Vice-President  Washbukn  of  the  Home 
has  been  elected  president  of  the  New  York 
Fire  Insurance  Exchange.  Manager  J.  Mont- 
gomery Hare  of  the  Norwich  Union  Fire  was 
elected  vice-president  of  the  Exchange. 

The  Western  of  Aurora,  111.,  with  assets  of 
a  little  over  $100,000,  has  had  its  bank  account 
attached  by  a  Chicago  claimant.  The  claim- 
ants, it  appears,  were  looking  for  cheap  in- 
surance.   A  receiver  has  been  asked  for. 

Edw.  N.oAi.wood,  the  Union  Mutual's  sup- 
erintendent of  agents  in  California,  is  making 
an  extended'northern  trip. 

Vice-President  Washburne  of  the  Home 
presided  ai  the  meeting  of  the  conference 
committee  of  twenty-seven,  in  New  York,  on 
February  27.  Various  sub-committee  reports 
were  received. 

Multiple  Agencies. — The  National  Associa- 
tion of  Locals  has  sent  out  a  letter  to  com- 
panies and  managers,  asking  for  co-operation 
and  "advices  as  to  your  position  in  this  mat- 
ter" of  multiple  agencies. 
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Papers  Read  at  the  Meeting  of  the  Fire   Un- 
derwriters* Association  of  the  Pacific. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  twenty-fourth  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  Fire  Underwriters'  Asso- 
ciation of  the  Pacific  is  out,  and  we  shall 
not  attempt  to  steal  any  of  its  thunder. 
The  reader  is  urged  to  procure  a  copy  and 
read  it  at  his  leisure.  We  shall  .undertake, 
however,  to  give  our  readers  a  brief  sugges- 
tion of  the  contents,  and  later  shall  copy  some 
characteristic  paragraphs. 

THE    president's    ADDRESS. 

President  Niles  began  :  "I  feel  like  the  sol- 
dier who,  when  asked  whether  he  was  cool 
on  the  battlefield,  replied,  "Cool?  Why,  I 
shivered."  But,  as  he  did  not  live  in  Ken- 
tucky, he  would  venture  to  make  a  few  sug- 
gestions. Nine-tenths  of  the  world's  work  is 
drudgery,  and  somebody  must  do  it.  When 
we  follow  the  straight  and  narrow  v('ay  of 
square  underwriting  life,  it  "is  not  altogether 
a  jar  of  honey,"  yet  there  are  compensations 
in  doing  business  fairly.  "God  is  a  good  pay- 
master, but  he  does  not  pay  every  Saturday." 
Mr.  Niles  referred  caustically  to  "the  guer- 
rilla practices  of  certain  companies  that  enjoy 
all  the  benefits  of  our  equitable  compact"— 
of  the  improved  tire  protection,  of  repressed 
incendiarism,  and  of  the  education  of  prop- 
erty-owners— yet  share  none  of  the  expenses, 
and  ungratefully  slaughter  rates.  We  must 
show  the  public  that  the  compact  is  not  a 
trust;  that  it  is  a  benefit  to  the  public,  by 
reducing  the  loss  of  property  by  fire. 

PROFIT    AND    FREIGHT    IN    BOOK   LOSSES. 

Wm.  Sexton  discussed  the  subject  in  his 
usual  original  and  vigorous  way.  Not  more 
than  one  loss  in  fifty  is  a  "book  loss,"  he  said. 
Profit  and  freight,  like  depreciation  and  dis- 
count, must  be  dug  out  by  the  adjuster.  If 
he  makes  a  mistake,  the  office  should  be 
thankful  that  under  the  circumstances  the 
adjuster  did  so  well,  and  the  error  should  be 
pointed  out  as  a  guide  for  next  time.  A 
simple  "fire  loss  account  form,"  under- 
stood by  adjuster  and  bookkeeper,  should  be 
adopted.  An  affidavit  from  which  the  loss 
can  be  made  up  will  be  an  improvement. 
From  this  affidavit  any  bookkeeper  can  make 
up  "the  fire  loss  account."  Mr.  Sexton  gives 
us  a  specimen  form  of  affidavit  and  an 
example  of  "Fire  Loss  in  account  with  A.  B. 
claimant."  The  pi'oflt  80  per  cent,  is  based 
on  invoice  cost,  and  not  on  invoice  cost  with 
freight  added. 


FIRE    INSURANCE    IN    MIjXICO. 

Joseph  A.  Faymonville  has  given  an  enter- 
taining glance  into  old  Mexico.  The  tenant 
is  responsible  for  the  building  he  occupies. 
If  he  insures  his  goods,  he  must  also  insure 
the  building  to  protect  theowner,  otherwise, 
the  owner  can  collect  the  tenant's  insurance 
on  goods.  Notwithstanding  this  legislation, 
many  owners  are  prejudiced  against  insur- 
ance. Some  of  them  believe  that  all  insured 
houses  burn.  But  fires  are  infrequent.  One 
Canadian  and  nineteen  European  fire  ofiices 
are  represented  in  the  republic.  There  are 
many  large  lines.  Some  agents  are  author- 
ized to  write  a  half  million  on  a  single  line. 
Rates  range  from  one  to  five  dollars  per 
THOUSAND  on  Ordinary  risks.  The  fire  engines 
are  of  English  or  French  make  and  are  in- 
ferior and  small.  The  firemen  love  to  parade 
— like  other  firemen.  They  are  proud  of  their 
ability  to  hitch  up  in  five  minutes.  False 
alarms  are  dangerous  to  the  informer.  As 
soon  as  the  firemen  are  provided  with  cigar- 
ettes, and  their  wives  are  ready  to  accom- 
pany them,  off  the  engine  rolls  to  the  fire. 
The  result  is  usually  a  total  loss. 

FIRE   PATROLS. 

Calvert  Meade  struck  out  some  new  lines 
on  this  not  very  promising  topic.  He  sug- 
gests, first,  that  the  patrol  captain  be  author- 
ized to  employ  workmen  to  put  damaged 
property  in  good  order  immediately ;  second, 
that  in  the  outside  fields,  where  the  greatest 
loss  ratio  prevails,  a  salvage  system  should 
be  inaugurated,  with  the  local  fire  chief  at 
the  head.  These  chiefs  should  be  furnished 
each  with  several  tarpaulins.  Some  compen- 
sation should  be  agreed  on  for  the  extra  work 
of  the  chief  and  an  assistant  or  two  from  the 
department.  The  duty  of  these  assistants, 
under  the  direction  of  the  chief,  after  the 
fire,  should  be  the  salvage  and  protection  of 
property.  When  you  get  a  fire  chief  to  look 
at  fire  waste  and  insurance  damage  at  the 
same  time,  you  materially  increase  his  value. 
Mr.  Meade's  paper  was  accompanied  by  ap- 
proving letters  from  Supt.  Corastock  of  the  Un- 
derwriters' Fire  Patrol  andfromFire  Marshal 
Towe.  Underwriters  generally  are  hostile  to 
any  extension  of  the  fire  patrol  system  at 
their  expense,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
a  salvage  adjunct  to  fire  departments,  espec- 
ially volunteer  departments,  would  save  a 
great  deal  of  property. 

FIRE    INSURANCE    IN    EUROPE. 

An  all  too  brief  paper  on  this  interesting 
subject  was  contributed  by  Edward  Brown, 
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who  recently  retui-ued  from  a  prolonged  visit 
abroad.  He  says  there  is  no  comparison  be- 
tween the  insurance  methods  prevailing  in 
this  country  and  those  in  Eui'ope.  Here  is 
the  constant  strife  of  keenest  competition. 
There,  the  business  is  conducted  with  dig- 
nity in  old-fashioned  ways.  There  are  but 
few  agencies.  The  business  is  written  by 
home  companies,  who  accept  entire  lines  and 
dispose  of  the  excess  through  "treaties." 
Reciprocity  is  always  in  sight.  Monthly 
bordereaux  are  sent  to  each  company,  show- 
ing direct  line  and  that  particular  company's 
proportion  of  same.  In  Great  Britain  there 
are  no  foreign  agencies,  except  for  reinsur- 
ance treaties.  French  business  is  virtually 
all  written  by  French  companies.  In  Gex'- 
mauy,  Mr.  Brown  saw  no  agency  signs,  ex- 
cept some  four  or  five  English  offices.  There 
are  no  salaried  solicitors. 

RATING. 

"Some  plan  must  be  devised  to  restore 
rates  and  adjust  the  income  from  premiums 
on  such  a  basis  as  will  leave  a  fair  margin  of 
profit  on  all  classes."  Thus  begins  Geo.  W. 
Dornin,  in  a  thoughtful  paper  on  "Rating." 
Diagrams  illustrate  the  rates  he  proposes. 
The  method  of  rating  now  in  use  is  not  radi- 
cally different  from  that  used  a  quarter-cen- 
tury ago,  though,  in  the  interval,  conditions 
have  changed.  Present  rates  are  not  graded 
to  meet  the  changing  conditions.  A  percent- 
age exposure  plan  is  now  proposed,  which  Mr. 
Dornin  believes  to  be  the  one  solution  of  the 
great  question  of  rational  rating.  The  prin- 
ciple is  to  "add  to  the  basis  rate  a  fixed  pro- 
portion of  the  basis  rate  of  every  exposing  risk, 
according  to  distance."  This  is  quite  a  de- 
parture from  present  methods.  The  argument 
in  its  favor  is  that  there  is  no  limit  to  the  num- 
ber of  grades  that  maj^  be  provided  for.  The 
innovation  of  treating  one  frame  range  as  an 
exposure  to  another,  and  charging  accordingly, 
is  another  good  feature  of  the  new  rule.  The 
only  objection  that  seems  to  have  been  raised 
to  the  new  plan  is  that  the  basis  rate  of  the 
individual  risk  is  taken  as  the  foundation  for 
the  rate  of  the  range,  instead  of  the  highest 
rated  risk. 

WOUND    AND    ROUND. 

George  F.  Grant  wrote  a  characteristic  bit, 
comparing  the  old  with  the  new,  the  past 
with  the  present.  Likening  the  insurance 
business  to  a  ship,  he  concludes  that  it  has 
"turned  turtle."  In  the  "once  upon  a  time" 
the  great  "Out  West"  was  so  little  under- 
stood   that    "only   the   reckless    underwriter 


pursued  the  honest  pioneer."  Companies 
could  enter  any  state;  local  agents  were 
cautiously  excepted;  taxes  were  fair  and 
reasonable.  Each  office  had  its  ow^n  adjuster, 
who  settled  only  his  own  office's  claim,  and 
departing,  left  a  sting  for  the  incoming  ad- 
juster. All  offices  agreed  on  one  rule,  namely, 
"Keep  your  mouth  shut  about  youi-  own  busi- 
ness." Times  were  flush;  towns  were  born 
by  hundreds;  companies  came  by  dozens;  and 
still  the  board  held  his  own,  until  a  compact 
gathered  them  all  in.  Then  came  fear,  suspi- 
cion and  envy.  Meanwhile,  the  unceasing 
round. 

underwriters'  pilgrimage. 

Franz  Jacoby  wrote  an  imaginary  pilgrim- 
age of  underwriters  through  Europe,  in  which 
all  the  names  of  the  companies  are  ingeniously 
introduced.  Printed  copies  of  the  "Pilgrim- 
age," in  pamphlet  form,  were  handed  about. 
The  company  names  begin  thus:  "We  found, 
upon  landing,  that  our  excursion  had  been 
heralded,  for  on  the  dock  there  was  a  delega- 
tion of  our  fellow  crafstmen  from  Aachen  and 
Munich." 

a  flour-burning  test. 
The  contribution  by  H.  M.  Grant  is  a  nar- 
rative of  a  warehouse  lire  and  the  total  de- 
struction of  6,000  barrels  of  flour  in  50-lb. 
sacks.  The  flour  was  totaUy  destroyed.  At 
least,  that  was  the  claim  of  the  insured.  The 
insurers  were  doubtful,  and  their  doubts 
were  confirmed  by  the  report  of  an  eminent 
chemist.  Indeed,  a  test  proved  it.  A  50-lb. 
sack  of  flour  was  put  into  a  red-hot  furnace, 
but  it  did  not  entirely  burn.  In  the  middle 
of  the  charred  mass  a  quart  of  pure  white 
flour  was  found.  The  furnace  would  melt 
gold  and  silver,  but  it  would  not  utterly  burn 
up  a  cereal  product.  The  test  seemed  con- 
clusive. To  make  certainty  doubly  certain,  a 
miniature  warehouse  of  Oregon  pine  was 
built  out  in  the  suburbs  and  forty  50-lb.  sacks 
of  flour  were  placed  therein.  The  little  du- 
plicate warehouse  was  saturated  with  coal 
oil  and  set  on  fire.  The  burning,  smoking 
ruins  wei'e.  watched  two  days  and  nights. 
Then  the  ashes  were  examined.  There  was 
not  an  ounce  of  flour  left ! 

the  need  of  the  hour. 
Herbert  Folger's  paper  is,  of  course,  thor- 
ough and  thoughtful  and  original.  Its  key- 
note, we  may  say,  is  conservatism.  This  is 
the  need  of  the  hour  in  fire  underwriting. 
Conservatism  is  defined  as  a  tendency  to  i-e- 
taio  and  maintain  what  is  established.     It  is 


172 


The   Coast   Rex^ievO 


remarkable  that  fire  insurance  is  virtually  a 
losing  venture,  when  all  other  forms  of  busi- 
ness activity  are  exceptionally  prosperous. 
No  new  American  fire  insurance  company 
worthy  of  the  name  has  been  organized  for 
about  thirty  years.  Fire  losses  are  increas- 
ing at  a  dangerous  pace.  Conservatism  does 
not  mean  timidity.  It  demands  patience. 
The  time  is  long  past  when  the  foundations  of 
American  underwriting  could  be  safely  up- 
rooted. We  must  deal  with  the  business  as 
it  is.  Conservatism  is  needed  in  our  personal, 
our  association  and  our  field  work.  Conserv- 
atism is  needed  in  our  treatment  of  rating 
organizations.  Some  underwriters  are  turn- 
ing to  the  ranks  of  local  agents  as  a  sort  of 
forlorn  hope.  No  more  intelligent  class  of 
men  can  be  found  in  any  business  than  the 
fire  insurance  agents  of  the  United  States. 
But  these  agents  are  not  trained  to  consider 
the  cost  of  insui'ance;  and  to  call  upon  them 
for  new  and  important  duties,  for  which  we 
can  not  give  them  adequate  compensation, 
and  with  which  their  personal  interests  are 
too  of  ten  in  conflict,  ought  not  to  be  consid- 
ered other  than  as  a  last  resort.  A  few  years 
cannot  be  a  safe  guide;  and  if  presidents  and 
managers  make  grave  errors,  what  right  have 
we  to  expect  better  results  from  agents  who 
have  not  the  same  avenues  for  acquiring  wide 
knowledge  ? 

StTBTRACTION. 

R.  W.  Osborn  wrote  on  the  average  clause, 
the  mortgage  clause,  and  the  alarming  rise  of 
the  burning  line.  The  moment,  he  said,  that 
you  subti'act  one  bit  from  the  moral  aspect 
of  the  insurance  contract  you  commit  an  act 
against  public  policy.  The  possible  extent  to 
which  the  subtraction  of  rights  may  be  car- 
ried by  construction  of  this  mortgage  clause 
can  only  be  measured  inferentially.  Yet  we 
are  confronted  by  decisions  of  courts  tending 
to  show  the  extremes  to  which  legal  jugglery 
may  be  invoked  to  give  the  assured  what  he 
wants.  The  mortgage  clause  is  a  deadly 
basilisk.  What  is  our  remedy  ^  Rate  !  Where 
a  money-lender  asks  us  to  subtract  the  usual 
guarantees  of  protection  in  the  policy  we 
should  answer  that  it  may  be  done  for  a  con- 
sideration. Charge  an  additional  rate  for  the 
privileges  of  the  clause.  The  time  is  ap- 
proaching when  every  departure  from  the 
established  principles  of  the  contract  will 
have  to  be  taxed.  That  will  be  underwriting 
pure  and  simple. 

DISAGREEMENT    FOK   APPRAISAL. 

Mr.  Argall's  paper  on  this  technical  subject 
will  not  bear  sampling.    It  must  be  read  as  a 


whole.  He  discuss'es  a*ppraisements  on  this 
Coast,  the  New  York  standard  form,  sound 
value,  loss  and  damage,  etc. 

A    FOREIGN    ADJUSTMENT    TRIP. 

V.  Carus  Drifdeld  treated  his  hearers  to  a 
delightful  summary  of  his  SoUth  American 
adjustment  trip,  and  he  threw  in  a  few  re- 
marks, emphatic  and  sensational,  which  were 
proper  enough  at  the  time  and  in  the  place, 
but  which  in  print  would  exhaust  a  font  of 
dashes.  Here  are  some  of  the  suggestive 
sub-headlines:  "Unsavory  Colon,"  "impres- 
sions of  Panama,"  "arrival  at  Guayaquil," 
"ninety-eight  blocks  burned,"  "twenty  mil- 
lions losses,"  "cinch  by  the  banks,"  "castor 
oil  and  lime  juice,"  etc.  It  is  fortunate  that 
Mr.  Niles  pursuaded  Mr.  Driffield  to  write 
this  story  for  a  permanent  record  in  the  Pro- 
ceedings. The  Guayaquil  fire  department,  at 
the  time  of  the  conflagration,  consisted  of 
2,000  men,  seventeen  engines  and  insufficient 
hose.  For  political  reasons,  the  experienced 
chiefs  had  recently  been  superseded  by 
inexperienced  men.  The  fate  of  the 
South  American  city  is  a  warning  to 
American  politics-cursed  fire  departments. 
The  native  men  wear  overalls  and  a  straw 
hat.  Ecuador  is  noted  for  its  straw  hats,  all 
the  so  called  Panama  hats  being  made  in 
Guayaquil  and  the  interior  towns.  Mr. 
Driffield  brought  one  of  these  famous  hats 
back  with  him.  It  was  passed  around  among 
the  gentlemen  present,  for  their  inspection. 

THE    KNAPSACK. 

Snapsack,  the  word  used  to  be — and  not  less 
appropriate  now,  for  the  contents  of  the  Knap- 
sack are  snappy.  Editor  Grant  begins  with 
a  little  homily  on  the  text  of  butterflies.  At 
best,  life  is  a  butterfly  sort  of  existence. 
"Now  is  the  time."  Section  2  is  by  the  as- 
sistant editor,  Mr.  Niles.  There  is  a  con- 
tribution by  F.  J.  H.  Manning,  also.  The 
Knapsack  i-equires  no  suggestive  extract  of 
its  contents. 

A  RECORD  breaking  pace  was  recently  set 
by  the  American  Suretj^  Company  in  the  case 
of  a  defaulting  teller  in  the  Detroit  Savings 
Bank.  On  January  30  the  defaulter  absconded 
from  Detroit  with  the  bank's  money;  on  Feb- 
ruarj'  3  the  surety  company  paid  in  its  obliga- 
tion to  the  bank,  and,  on  the  same  date  appre- 
hended the  defaulter  in  Chicago  and  caused 
his  return  to  Detroit  to  stand  trial  for  his 
crime. 

Denver,   Feb.  15.  1900. 
We    appreciate   the   good    work    the    Coast   Review    is 
doing.  H.  T.   LAMEy 
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Fire  Business  by  States  This  Month. 

For  the  first  time,  the  Coast  Review  is  able 
to  give  in  the  March  number  the  Pacific 
West  fire  business  by  states  and  territories. 
Heretofore  we  have  been  obliged  to  defer  this 
interesting  compilation  until  the  April  book. 

The  returns  for  Wyoming,  Colorado  and 
New  Mexico  are  not  nearly  icomplete,  being 
only  those  of  companies  operating  from  this 
end. 

Answers  to  Correspondents. 

Accident. — You  are  right  in  saying  that 
the  younger  accident  companies  have  been 
the  authors  of  about  all  the  liberal  forms  of 
accident  policies. 

Fraternal. — There  is  no  fraternal  organ- 
ization guaranteeing  to  return  the  assess- 
ments in  the  event  of  the  member  laps- 
ing in  his  payments.  Such  a  contract  would 
be  a  flat  contradiction  of  the  fundamental 
principle  of  assessment  or  fraternal  insurance. 
No  assessment  or  fraternal  insurance  society 
could  make  such  a  contract  and  survive  any 
length  of  time. 


Mutual  Reserve  Fund  Life  Figures. 

As  considerable  interest  is  felt  in  the  affairs 
of  this  weakening  assessment  association,  we 
give  the  following  summary  of  January  1: 
Assets,  13,350,636;  unpaid  claims,  $316,208; 
amount  written,  $32,931,580;  in  force,  $212,- 
773,786;  claims  resisted,  $39,740.  Assets  fell 
off.  Liabilities  are  not  reported  on  a  legal 
reserve  basis,  and  therefore  the  real  amount 
is  not  known,  excepting  on  the  basis  of  tem- 
porary insurance.  New  business  fell  off 
$9,000,000,  or  nearly  a  third.  Amoutit  in  force 
fell  off  over  $56,000,000  or  24  per  cent.  The 
adverse  report  of  the  insurance  department 
of  New  York  has  evidently  had  a  far  reaching 
effect  on  the  affairs  of  the  Mutual  Reserve 
Fund. 


The  Former  New  York  Notice  Law. 
In  the  case  of  Marguerite  D.  Harrigan  v. 
the  Home  Life  Ins.  Co.,  before  the  supreme 
court  of  California,  an  interesting  brief  has 
been  filed  by  F.  D.  Madison  of  counsel.  A 
non-suit  was  granted  in  the  lower  court,  the 
evidence  showing  that  the  policy  had  lapsed 
for  non-payment  of  premium.  The  appellant 
relied  on  the  statute  of  New  York  which  re- 
quired thirty  days'  notice  of  premium  due. 
It  is  now.  contended,  with  goodly  show  of 
authority  and  force  of  logic,  that  the  statute 
in  question  governs  only  the  policyholders  in 


New  York.  The  point  seems  well  taken,  for 
it  is  not  conceivable  that  the  legislators  of 
New  York  deliberately  legislated  for  non- 
resident policyholders  in  other  states  and 
lands,  some  of  them  too  remote  to  receive  a 
mailed  notice  within  the  stipulated  thirty 
days.  We  await  with  much  interest  the 
decision  of  the  supreme  court  in  this  case. 


Judge  Gary's  Reply  to  Hawthorne. 

After  Judge  Cary's  circular  on  Western 
Union  affairs  and  non-union  competition  came 
a  sensational  reply  by  one  Hawthorne,  an 
Ohio  local  agent.  It  was  a  fair  seeming  let- 
ter as  regards  its  facts,  but  not  as  regards  its 
temper.  Judge  Cary's  reply  was  awaited 
curiously,  for  it  did  seem  as  if  he  had  been 
imposed  upon  by  somebody's  else  figures. 
But  when  it  came,  the  original  aspect  of  the 
controversy  was  in  a  great  measure  restored. 
Now  we  await  Mr.  Hawthorne's  facile  pen 
work,  with  due  emphasis  and  shai'p  lines, 
depicting  his  wrath  over  the  charge  that  he 
included  in  his  list  a  company  he  did  not 
represent  "because  of  a  deliberate  intention 
to  deceive."  Mr.  H.  must  reply,  satisfac- 
torily, or  be  fitly  branded  in  a  fit  place. 


Syndicate  of   South  American  Swindlers. 

According  to  a  paper  in  Montevideo,  Uru- 
guay, a  syndicate  of  life  insurance  swindlers 
succeeded  in  collecting  $60,000  from  the  com- 
panies before  the  frauds  were  discovered. 
The  conspirators  had  a  sufficient  number  of 
victims  to  enable  them  to  clean  up  within  a 
few  weeks  some  .f2UO,000.  A  large  proportion 
of  the  lives  selected  by  the  conspirators  were 
those  of  poor  young  men.  These  they  readily 
secured  on  a  pretence  of  assisting  them  into 
some  kind  of  business.  As  soon,  however,  as 
a  policy  was  made  over  to  a  member  of  the 
syndicate  for  money  loaned  or  for  some  other 
account  the  conspirators  made  it  their  busi- 
ness to  drive  the  insured  to  death  as  quickly 
as  possible. 

One  of  the  first  cases  investigated  by  the 
companies  was  that  of  a  young  man  20  years 
old  who  died  of  galloping  consumption  eight- 
een months  after  being  accepted.  The  amount 
of  insurance  effected  on  this  man's  life 
amounted  to  $38,000.  Thecompanieshad  their 
suspicions  aroused  when  the  proofs  of  death 
were  filed,  from  the  fact  that  the  assignee  on 
the  policy  had  collected  a  policy  for  $12,000 
only  a  few  months  before  from  the  'New  York 
Life,  on  the  life  of  a  young  man  who  had  also 
died   of   galloping  consumption,   precipitated 


174 


The   Coast  ReVlevP 


by  an  accident,  the  fall  of  a  barrel,  only  a  few- 
months  after  being  insured. 

The  third  case  of  death  from  galloping  con- 
sumption was  that  of  a  retired  army  officer. 
This  victim  died  in  the  isolation  house  in 
Montevideo  after  an  acccident,  the  latter 
taking  the  form  of  a  "fall  into  the  water'' 
from  a  dock.  In  this  case  the  Equitable  was 
caught  for  $8,000. 


Casualty  and  Surety  Notes. 

The  wandering  London  Guarantee  & 
Accident  has  concluded  not  to  "try  for" 
admission  to  Ohio  at  this  time. 

*  * 

The  most  recent  mine  disaster  in  Cali- 
fornia, that  of  the  Iron  Mountain  Mine 
in  Shasta  county,  caused  the  death  of 
seven  miners.  The  large  dimensions  of 
the  first  cave-in  and  the  circumstances 
surrounding  the  second  one,  goes  far  to 
show  faulty  construction  and  a  sparse 
use  of  timber  in  the  underground  devel- 
opment. It  is  noteworthy  in  regard  to 
these  mine  disasters  that  thei-e  is  no  state 
supervision  or  inspection  of  mining  opera- 
tions underground. 

*  * 

Last  week  two  California  bicyclists 
lost  control  of  their  wheels  while  descend- 
ing a  steep  grade.  In  one  case  the  tire  of 
the  front  wheel  came  off;  in  the  other, 
the  brake  broke.  Both  young  men  were 
thrown  headlong  into  trees  in  the  ravine 
below.  One  is  believed  to  have  suffered 
internal  injuries;  the  other  had  both 
wrists  broken.  These  accidents  occurred 
on  succeeding  days  on  different  mountain 
roads.  It  might  be  well  for  accident  com- 
panies to  employ  phrenological  examiners, 
in  order  that  every  bicycling  applicant 
deficient  in  the  "bump"  of  caution  be 
rejected. 

*  * 

The  National  Surety's  assets  and  sur- 
plus fell  oft'  last  year.  This  company  does 
chiefly  a  railroad-employes  bonding  busi- 
ness, as  we  are  informed. 

*  * 

The  Standard  of  Detroit  increased  its 
assets,  surplus  and  income,  and  decreased 
its  outgo,  last  year. 


The  New  Amsterdam's  outgo  was  very 
much  more  than  its  income,  in  1899. 

*  * 

The  Central  Accident  of  Pittsburg  in- 
creased assets,  surplus  and  income  in  '99. 

*  * 

Larger  assets,  surplus  and  income 
stand  to  the  credit  of  the  Fidelity  &  Cas- 
ualty. 

*  * 

The  Preferred  Accident's  figures 

are  better  in  all  departments. 

*  * 

The  Employers'  Liability  reports 
larger  assets  and  increased  income  in  the 
United  States. 

■X-  -X- 

The  Frankfort's  American  depart- 
ment gained  materially  in  assets,  surplus 
and  income  last  year. 

Larger  assets  and  surplus  are  shown 
in  the  comparative  annual  figures  of  the 
Hartford  Steam-Boiler. 

*  * 

The  New  York  Plate-Glass  reports 
gains  in  assets  and  income. 

The  Travelers  surplus  fell  off  last  year. 

The  American  Surety  made  large 
gains  in  assets,  surplus  and  income. 

The  United  States  Fidelity  & 
Guaranty  made  large  gains  in  assets, 
surplus  and  income. 

*  * 

The  Metropolitan  Plate-Glass  increased 
its  income. 

In  the  Event  that  you  swallow  a 
tack  you  must  immediately  begin  a  diet 
of  raw  oysters.  This  diet  must  be  con- 
tinued as  long  as  you  are  in  possession  of 
the  tack.  A  Cromwell,  Conn.,  man 
Smith,  whose  life  was  saved  by  the  oyster 
diet,  swallowed  a  large-sized  tack  and  his 
diet  lasted  nearly  a  week.  The  oysters 
should  be  eaten  from  the  shell  and  the 
larger  and  fatter  the  oyster  the  sooner 
the  diet  can  be  changed.  The  oyster 
being  a  native  of  the  sea,  understands 
tacks. 
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The  Union  Casualty  increased  its 
surplus  35  per  cent. 

*  * 

The  Union  Casualty  will  try  a  plan 
of  industrial  accident  insurance  at  Chi- 
cago. The  cost  will  be  25  cents  a  week  for 
$10  weekly  indemnity  and  $1,000  insurance 
against  accidental  death,  individual  or 
family,  guaranteeing  medical  attendance, 
medicines  and  burial  expenses. 

A  Seattle  Boy,  injured  in  an  eleva- 
tor, recovered  $1,000  damages  from  the 
owners  of  the  building,  last  month. 

*  * 

The  Fidelity  &  Casualty  will  insure 
druggists  against  damages  incurred  as 
the  result  of  ei'rors  in  preparing  prescrip- 
tions. 

*  * 

Embezzlements  have  fallen  off  about 
40  per  cent,  in  this  country.  Another 
sti-aw  which  shows  prosperity.  It  is 
therefore  time  to  start  another  fidelity 
company  in  Baltimore. 

*  * 

A  New  indemnity  insurance  project 
is  about  to  be  launched  by  a  Pittsburg, 
Pa.,  corporation.  It  will  be  a  system  of 
identification  for  travelers  having  checks 
or  drafts  to  cash,  and  to  prevent  ai-rests 
or  detention  through  mistaken  identity, 
and  will  serve  as  an  introduction  when 
needed.  The  company  will  in  no  sense 
be  a  commercial  agency,  and  will  not 
stand  behind  a  man's  transactions  or 
credit.  It  will  indemnify  anyone  up  to 
$250  for  loss  incurred  through  the  man's 
being   other  than  the   person  he   claims 

to  be. 

*  * 

The  new  Federal  Surety  of  Chicago  ex- 
pects to  be  i-eady  for  business  May  1. 


>      T-wo  Small  Life  Offices  Reinsured. 

The  recent  absorbtion  of  two  small  life 
insurance  companies  by  a  New  York  in- 
dustrial company  has  no  special  signifi- 
cance. The  two  companies  have  long 
been  notoriously  unprogressive;  each  had 
a  small  capital  stock;  and  therefoi-e  an 
offer  by  a  large  stock   life  company   was 


easily  tempting.  The  policyholders  have 
no  reason  to  complain.  The  purchasing 
company  finds  that  a  New  .Jersey  indus- 
trial company  is  challenging  its  pre- 
eminence. To  preserve  this  pre-eminence 
with  least  effort,  the  New  York  industrial 
company  goes  far  afield  in  search  of 
"lump"  business.  Prom  a  life  insui-ance 
point  of  view  the  disappearance  of  the 
two  little  non -progressive  companies  has 
no  significance. 

The  Penn  Mutual. 

The  annual  figures  of  the  Penn  Mutual  of  Phila- 
delphia make  a  good  showing  for  the  new  manage" 
ment.  Substantial  gains  have  been  made.  The 
progress  of  the  company  in  the  past  five  years  is 
shown  in  the  following  compilation: 

Insurance  Insurance 

Jan.  I.  in  force.  written. 

1895 $126,537,075  $22,303,800 

1896 130,146,317  23,071,598 

1897  134,594,870  23,806,732 

1898  147,973.567  32,213,318 

1899 165,524,302  37-365,381 

1900 187,000,000  44,000,000 

Chips. 

— If  you  want  to  complete  a  set  of  Coast 
Reviews  we  know  of  a  goo(J  opportunity  in 
San  Francisco. 

— It  transpires,  as  the  Coast  Review  said, 
that  the  Louisville  insurance  weekly  of  Alli- 
son, Straus,  et  al.,  was  an  annex  of  the 
Courier-Journal  Job  Printing-  Co.  The  paper 
appears  to  have  been  run,  not  for  insurance 
interests,  but  for  the  benefit  of  a  job- 
printing  office. 

— In  the  reinsurance  suit  of  the  Milwaukee 
Mechanics,  plaintiff  and  appellant,  v.  The 
Palatine,  respondent,  the  supreme  court  of 
California  handed  down  a  decision,  March  14, 
affirming  the  decision  of  the  lower  court. 
The  insured  property  burned  the  day  after 
the  reinsurance  policy  expired.  Plaintiff 
claimed  error  in  date,  which  would  have 
made  defendant  liable. 

— The  Massachusetts  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
wrote  in  Oregon  in  1899  $743,000  in  new  busi- 
ness, which  was  the  second  largest  amount  of 
insurance  written  in  that  state.  This  com- 
pany has  gained  80%  of  business  in  force  in 
force  in  two  j'cars  and  its  contracts  are  very 
popular. 

I  desire  one  or  two  more  agents  for  Oregon, 
who  can  produce  good  business.  Write  at 
once  to  H.  G.  Colton,  Manager, 

Chamber  of  Commerce,  Portland,  Oregon. 
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— If  you  can  write  life  insurance,  write  us  for 
confidential  proposal  for  agency  for  a  district. 
Big  figures. 

— No  Legislation. — There  was  no  insurance 
legislation  at  the  recent  special  session  of  the 
California  legislature. 

— Twenty-five  thousand  dollars  were  paid  by 
insurance  companies  for  useless  examinations 
by  the  Kansas  insurance  department  under 
McNall,  Snyder  and  Anthony.  The  people 
pay  the  freight ! 

—Retirement  OP  George  Leonard.— To  the 
sincere  regret  of  the  Pacific  depai'tment  of 
the  Transatlantic,  George  Leonard,  who  has 
held  the  responsible  position  in  that  ofiice  of 
accountant  and  cashier  for  the  past  eight 
years,  recently  tendered  his  resignation  and 
has  forsaken  the  insurance  field  to  accept  a 
more  lucrative  engagement  as  secretary  and 
manager  of  a  Mexican  rubber  plantation  com- 
pany, with  headquarters  in  this  city.  Mr. 
Leonard's  previous  business  life  has  been  en- 
tirely identified  with  insurance  interests,  he 
having  been  associated  with  the  old  firm  of 
Cross  Co.,  and  later  with  the  office  of  Messrs. 
Butler  &  Haldan,  from  which  he  accompanied 
the  late  Herbert  Low  when  that  gentleman 
received  the  appointment  as  managef  of  the 
Pacific  department  of  the  Transatlantic  in 
1892.  Mr.  Leonard,  by  reason  of  his  agreea- 
ble personality  and  uniform  courtesy,  made  a 
host  of  friends  among  his  associates,  who, 
while  congratulating  him  upon  his  preferment, 
will  regret  his  absence.  Upon  the  occasion  of 
his  departure  from  the  ofHce  of  the  Transat- 
lantic, Mr.  Leonard  was  presented  by  Mana- 
ger Driflleld,  on  behalf  of  the  home  offlce, 
with  a  solid  silver  tea  and  coffee  service, 
bearing  his  monogram  and  the  inscription, 
"Presented  to  George  Leonard  by  the  Trans- 
atlantic Fii-e  Insuranco  Company  as  a  token  of 
esteem  and  in  appreciation  of  meritorious  ser- 
vices rendered."  The  entire  staff  partici- 
pated in  the  pi-esentation,  and  the  manager 
and  the  older  employes  testified  to  their  i"e- 
gi-et  at  the  severance  of  relations  which  had 
existed  so  long  and  had  proved  so  pleasant, 
while  the  recipient  feelingly  acknowledged 
the  compliment  tendered  him.  The  occasion 
was  terminated  by  the  pledging  of  Mr. 
Leonard's  health,  happiness  and  future  pros- 
perity in  bumpers  of  champagne.  F.  L.  Olm- 
sted, until  recently  the  assistant  accountant 
of  the  London  &  Lancashire  offlce,  has  been 
selected  by  the  Transatlantic  as  Mr.  Leon- 
ard's successor. 


— Red  Lodge,  Mont.,  has  had  a  $75,000  fire. 
It  is  a  prosperous  coal-mining  town. 

— The  tEtna  Life's  accident  department 
gained  1200,000  in  pi'emiums  last  year. 

—  Marine.  — The  British  &  Foreign' s  premiums 
last  year  were  $2,574,380,  with  a  favorable 
loss  ratio  of  49  per  cent. 

— Edward  J.  Sexton,  son  of  William  Sexton, 
has  been  appointed  special  agent  by  Manager 
Dornin  for  the  Rocky  Mountain  field,  suc- 
ceeding the  late  Hiram  Lee. 

— More  Charts. — Pennsylvania,  27  years. 
Insurance  World,  Pittsburg.  Investigator 
Almanac  and  Insurance  Chart,  Chicago.  Ar- 
gus Insurance  Chart,  Chicago. 

— George  Mel  has  been  employed  by  the  new 
Pacific  department  of  the  Manhattan  Fire 
Ins.  Co.— which,  by  the  way,  has  been  ad- 
mitted to  the  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters. 
General  Agent  Van  Slyke  has  begun  an  active 
campaign  for  business. 

— Pennsylvania  Fire's  New  Oefices.— Man- 
ager Pope  and  Assistant  Manager  Osborn,  of 
the  Pacific  department  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Fire,  are  I'ejoicing  in  their  transfer  to  elegant 
and  commodious  new  ofUces  at  510  California 
street.  The  new  quarters  present  a  busy  and 
attractive  aspect. 

— The  Annual  Proceedings  of  the  Fii'e  Un- 
derwriters' Association  of  the  Pacific  is  a 
large  volume  this  5'^ear.  Secretary  Meade 
has  looked  after  the  work  faithfully;  and  as 
there  was  little  delay  in  submitting  proofs  to 
contributors,  the  book  has  been  issued  earlier 
than  ever  before.  Anyone  who  has  ever  had 
supervisory  and  responsible  work  of  this  kind 
will  appreciate  the  services  which  Mr.  Meade 
has  rendered  the  association  in  this  laborious 
and  thankless  task. 

— Visitors  from  New  Zealand. — A.  G.  Hor- 
ton,  a  director  and  a  large  shareholder  of  the 
New  Zealand  Ins.  Co.,  and  W.  S.  Wilson,  also 
a  shareholder  of  the  New  Zealand  and  of  the 
South  British,  of  which  he  is  a  director,  are 
visiting  San  Francisco  on  their  way  to  Londpn 
and  to  the  Paris  Exposition.  Both  these  gen- 
tlemen are  newspaper  men  as  well,  being 
jointly  interested  in  the  New  Zealand  Her- 
ald, an  Auckland  daily.  Manager  W.  P. 
Thomas,  of  the  Pacific  department  of  the  New 
Zealand,  has  had  the  pleasure  of  showing 
these  genial  gentlemen  some  of  our  local 
sights  of  interest  to  travelers. 
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— Vice-Pkesident  Hahn  of  the  Manhattan 
Fire  is  in  the  city. 

—The  Continental  has  refused  to  join  other 

non-union  companies  in  the  proposed  separation 

movement. 

— Makixe.— The  Thames  &  Mersey's  premium 

income    in    1899    was    *1,SS.S,160,    a    gain    of 

$55,500.     The  losses  were  only  35  percent,  of 

the  premiums. 

—San  Fuancisco'!*  fire  department  needs  one 
of  those  new  portable  electric  searchlights— 
especially  after  12  o'clock,  when  the  city  gas 
lights  are  all  turned  out,  for  economy. 

— One  ok  two  moke  removals  of  San  Francisco 
offices  are  likely  to  take  place  at  an  early  day. 
It  is  probable  that  420  California  street  will 
be  occupied  by  a  well-known  Eastern  com- 
pany. 

— The  State  Investment  case  is  still  in  the 
courts.  Assigned  claims  to.  the  amount  of 
$98,000  are  the  basis  of  a  suit  brought  against 
the  supposedly  solvent  stockholders.  Suit 
was  brought  in  1896,  and  the  matter  is  still  in 
the  superior  court  of  San  Francisco. 

—The  very  attractive  cover  of  the  program 
and  menu  of  the  F.  U.  A.  P.  annual  meeting 
this  year  was  designed  by  A.  N.  Daniels  of 
the  Norwich  Union  Fire  ofiQce,  San  Francisco. 
At  the  top  is  a  sketch  of  the  fire  engine  of 
1800.  Below  is  a  sketch  of  fire  engine,  fire 
boat  and  water-tower  of  1900. 

— Death  of  J.  C.  Laveky.  — On  February  26th 
J.  C.  Lavery,  an  independent  adjuster,  died 
in  San  Francisco,  in  a  private  hospital,  of  uric 
acid  poisoning.  The  pall-bearers  were  Geo. 
W.  Spencer,  Col.  Wm.  Macdouald,  Wm.  J- 
Dutton  and  E.  p.  Farnsworth.  Mr.  Lavery 
was  formerly  chief  accountant  for  the  Balfour- 
Guthrie  general  agency.  Later  he  opened  an 
ofiice  as  an  independent  adjuster  and  expert 
accountant.  He  was  a  very  competent  man, 
— Ex-Managek  Chard  of  the  Central  depart- 
ment of  the  Fireman's  Fund  was  "banqueted" 
February  27  by  .Chicago  underwriters,  and 
was  presented  with  a  costly  hand-made 
gold  watch.  Judge  Eugene  Cary  was  toast- 
master,  and  J.  W.  G.  Cofran  was  secretary  of 
the  committee  of  arrangements.  Letters  and 
telegrams  were  received  from  a  number  of 
San  Francisco  and  New  York  underwriters. 
H.  E.  Bowers,  who  gave  Mr.  Chard  his  first 
emplo.vmeht  with  the  Fii'eman's  Fund, 
addressed  the  committee,  beginning,  '-But  it 
is  as  a  man  and  friend  that  I  have  come  to 
respect  and  love  him." 


-The  Employeks'  Liability's  gross  i-eceipts 
in  Oregon  last  year  were  $11,425;  losses, 
$2,967;  net  receipts  subject  to  tax,  $7,448.  . 

— Pkovo  City,  Utah.— Owen  Smoot  and 
Charles  Rowland,  of  the  New  York  Life,  have 
dissolved  partnership,  the  latter  returning  to 
Salt  Lake. 

— Pkesident  McCall  of  the  New  York  Life 
is  visiting  California.  He  is  now  at  Coronado, 
and  will  be  in  San  Francisco  about  the  15th 
inst.  Mr.  McCall  gave  the  southern  Califor- 
nia agents  of  the  company  a  banquet  in  Los 
Angeles  on  March  3. 

—Santa  Claka  county,  Cal.,  has  a  new 
"Farmers  Mutual  Fire  Ins.  Co.,"  filling  a 
long-felt  want  of  a  job.  What  a  fire  mutual 
cemetery  there  will  be  in  California  some 
day !  In  Missouri,  for  instance,  eighteen  fire 
mutuals  failed  last  year. 

— ManaCtEK  H.  K.  Beluen  reports  a  very  in- 
teresting annual  meeting  of  the  field  men  of 
the  Western  department  of  the  Hartford  Fire, 
at  Chicago.  He  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
there  many  genial  and  able  co-workers.  Pres- 
ident Chase  was  present. 

—Should  Have  Been  More.— The  New  Eng- 
land Mutual's  amount  in  force  in  California, 
as  reported,  should  have  been  $7,155,167,  not 
$6,119,167.  This  correction  places  this  com- 
pany among  the  six  life  companies  with  over 
seven  millions  in  force  in  California. 

— The  Old  Guard.— J.  F.  Downing,  the  vet- 
eran Western  general  agent  of  the  Insurance 
Company  of  North  America,  has,  as  a  New 
Year's  greeting,  forwarded  a  picture  of  him- 
self to  Mr.  Alexander  Stoddart,  with  an  in- 
scription noting  the  fact  that  Alexander  Stod- 
dart, H.  M.  Magill  and  J.  F.  Downing  are  the 
only  surviving  general  agents  dating  back  to 
1864. --The  Review. 

— Arson. — Thomas  Jones  was  found  guilty  of 
firing  the  store  of  Hibbert  &  Burris  at 
Brown's  VaUey,  Yuba  county,  Cal.  The  in- 
cendiary is  a  carpenter.  The  object  appears 
to  have  been  robbery.  Jones  was  also  charged 
with  setting  fire  to  Joe  Losey's  saloon  and 
dwelling  on  January  7.  Had  Jones  used  coal- 
oil  instead  of  neatsfoot-oil  and  kindling  he 
thinks  he  might  have  got  away  before  the 
miners,  who  were  passing,  discovered  him 
crouching  near  the  incipient  blaze. — The  jury 
in  the  case  of  Patrick  Boyle,  saloon-keeper, 
San  Rafael,  stood  six  for  conviction  and  six  for 
acquittal. 
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— J.  Creagh,  Portland,  has  been  appointed 
general  agent  of  the  United  States  Life  for 
OFegon. 

— Manager  Pardee  of  the  Fidelity  and  Cas- 
ualtj'  mourns  the  death  of  his  wife  during  the 
past  week. 

—The  Standard  Casualty  Chart,  1900,  has 
been  received.  It  is  extraordinarily  complete. 
Ten  years  figures  are  giv^en.  The  price  is  25 
cents.  By  Standard  Publishing  Company,  60 
India  street. 

— Hart  &  Wooster  of  the  Penn  Mutual  issue 
an  original  compilation  of  California  business, 
showing  percentages  and  new  business,  etc., 
for  the  five  years.  Of  course,  the  California 
department  of  the  Penn  makes  a  good  show- 
ing. 

— The  Pkeferked  Accident  now  has  a  million 
dollars  income,  and  has  made  a  million  and  a 
quarter  its  next  goal.  Since  January  1  the 
combination  double  indemnity  and  combina- 
tion annuity  policies  contain  a  third  fewer 
conditions  than  heretofore. 

— TuE  Fidelity  &  Casualty  is  issuing  a  new 
combination  health  and  accident  policy,  in- 
creasing the  number  of  diseases  materially 
and  adding  sevei-al  features  to  the  accident 
department.  The  first  health  policy  issued 
by  the  Fidelity  &  Casualty  covered  but  seven 
diseases,  while  the  new  one  includes  over 
thirty. 

— Amateur  Athletics.  — The  new  management 
of  the  Olympic  Athletic  Club  of  San  Fran- 
cisco treated  the  members  and  visitors  to  a 
fine  exhibition  of  amateur  boxing  and 
wrestling,  last  week.  The  tournament 
brought  out  excellent  local  talent  in  competi- 
tion with  eastern  champions.  The  president 
and  vice-president  of  this  big  and  famous 
athletic  club  are  respectively  Manager  Wm. 
Greer  Harrison  and  Manager  Henry  R.  Mann. 
Many  insurance  men  are  members. 

—A  year  or  two  ago  the  letters  of  Gus  Gob- 
blestein,  representing  himself  as  a  very 
Dutch  or  Deutsch  agent  of  Gardena,  Cal., 
caused  considerable  amusement  to  the  readers 
of  the  Coast  Review.  We  observe  that  "Gus" 
has  written  one  of  his  chariacteristic  sketches 
for  the  Knapsack.  We  take  the  liberty  of 
copying  the  same  this  month.  "Gus"  is  a 
veteran  fire  underwriter  of  Los  Angeles,  who 
has  been  picking  up  information  for  the  past 
thirtj^-five  years,  as  local,  special,  state  agent 
and  manager.  This  "Dutchman,"  therefore, 
"speaks  by  the  card." 


— The  Equitable  Life  will  have  an  exhibit  at 
the  Paris  Fair. 

— The  Preferred  Accident  has  passed  the 
Travelers  in  amount  at  risk. 

— Manager  Stolp  of  the  National  Life  has 
returned  from  a  visit  East. 

— SrPT.  Miller,  of  the  industrial  department 
of  the  Pacific  Mutual,  is  in  the  Northwest. 

— The  Handy  Chart  (casualty,  etc.,)  has  just 
been  issued  by  the  Spectator  Company,  New 
York. 

— The  American  Surety  ranks  first  among 
suretv  and  casualty  companies  in  surplus  to 
policyholders. 

— The  Fidelity  and  Casualty  leads  all 
casualty  companies  in  premiums,  losses  and 
amount  at  risk. 

— Another  Mutual  Failure. — A  receiver  has 
been  appointed  for  the  Western  Mutual  Fire 
of  North  Dakota. 

— A  dental  work  insurance  scheme  is  being 
organized  in  Indiana.  "Teeth  repaired  while 
j'ou  wait,  and  polished  twice  a  year." 

— The  Western  Union's  semi-annual  meeting, 
in  Philadelphia  on  the  21st  inst.,  promises  to 
be  one  of  congratulation  on  the  improved  out- 
look for  the  organization. 

— The  Connecticut  Mutual  Life  has,  in  its 
fifty-four  years,  paid  to  policyholders  and 
their  beneficiaries  nearly  98  per  cent,  of  its 
premium  receipts.  This  has  been  accom- 
plished at  an  average  expense  ratio  of  less 
than  9  per  cent.     It  is  a  marvelous  record. 

— New  Oregon  Life  Business. — The  follow- 
ing figures  of  new  business  written  in  1899 
are  at  hand  : 

Mutual  Life ^866,372 

Equitable  Life ....    713,185 

New  York  Life 719,171 

Northwestern  Mutual 362,820 

Penn  Mutual 449,050 

Massachusetts 743,000 

— The  Equitable  News  for  February  contains 
a  portrait  of  Alexander  M.  Shields,  manager 
for  the  Equitable  Life  in  California,  Nevada 
and  Hawaii.  Mr.  Shields'  first  contract  with 
the  Equitable  was  just  seven  years  ago, 
March  4,  1893,  when  he  was  given  southern 
California.  Success  brought  promotion  to  his 
present  position  Januar.v  1,  1897.  Every  year 
since,  his  agency  has  written  a  lai'ge  amount 
of  new  business.  Mr.  Shields  writes  a  great 
deal  of  personal  business. 
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— Managek  Duiffield  of  the  Transatlantic  is 
in  the  southern  part  of  California. 

— Vice-President  J.  B.  Levison  of  the  Fire- 
man's Fund  has  returned  from  the  East. 

— Assistant  Manager  D.  E.  Miles  of  the 
London  &  Lancashire  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistant adjutant  general  of  the  National 
Guard  of  California. 

— Tue  Nippon  Marine  of  Japan  has  repudiated 
all  policies  written  in  San  Francisco  since 
January  1.  There  has  been  a  change  in  the 
home  office  management. 

— H.  F.  Bartels,  of  the  J.  H.  Hawlej-^  Co., 
Portland,  representatives  of  the  Law  Union 
&  Crown,  recently  spent  a  few  days  in  this 
city,  making  the  acquaintance  of  the  San 
Francisco  office. 

— E.  O.  Doremus,  president  of  the  American 
Ins.  Co.  of  New  Jersey,  is  visiting  San  Fran- 
cisco. President  Doremus  succeeded  the  late 
Col.  Harris.  This  is  Mr.  Doremus' s  first 
visit  to  the  Coast. 

— Chas.  H.  Post,  of  New  York,  resident  man- 
ager of  the  United  States  branch  of  the  Cale- 
donian Ins.  Co.,  is  visiting  San  Francisco. 
Mr.  Post  is  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Post.  This 
is  his  third  visit  to  the  Coast. 

— Manager  Herbert  Folger  of  the  Pacific 
department  of  the  Phoenix  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  Hartford  is  in  the  East.  From  here 
he  went  to  the  home  office,  and  on  his  return 
trip  will  visit  a  number  of  his  agents.  Mr. 
Folger  will  be  absent  a  month  or  so. 

— Death  of  C.  V.  S.  Gibbs. — While  on  a  visit 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  state,  March  14, 
Cornelius  V.  S.  Gibbs.  the  well-known  marine 
adjuster,  was  fatally  stricken  with  apoplexy. 
Mr.  Gibbs  was  born  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  April 
24,  1834.  His  father  was  governor  of  Rhode 
Island.  The  deceased  was  a  charter  member 
of  the  Society  of  California  Pioneers.  He 
had  been  a  resident  of  the  state  over  half  a 
century. 

— The  order  of  the  San  Francisco  supervisors, 
requiring  the  removal  of  KJO  fire  hydrants  asa 
measure  of  ecouomj%  brought  forth  a  vigoi'ous 
pi'otest  from  fire  underwriters.  RoUa  V. 
Watt,  Rudolph  Herold,  Jr.,  I.  Gutte  and  Wm. 
J.  Dutton  appeared  before  the  fire  committee 
and  urged  that  the  order  be  rescinded.  The 
water  company  will  be  asked  to  leave  the 
hydrants  without  charge,  and  to  rely  on 
getting  pa  J'  for  them  next  year. 


— General  Agent  Tom  C.  Grant  of  the  North 
British  &  Mercantile  is  making  an  extended 
tour  of  the  Pacific  West. 

— Dawson,  Alaska,  is  now  the  proud  possessor 
of  a  well  equipped  fire  department,  with  a 
force  of  forty  paid  men. 

— Gone  East.— Manager  Charles  Christensen 
left  for  the  East,  March  4.  Personal  business 
will  call  him  to  New  York  and  other  cities, 
and  St.  Louis  and  St.  Paul  will  be  visited  en 
route.  Maj.  Christensen  will  probably  be 
absent  a  month. 

— United  States  Manager  Robert  Dickson 
of  the  Royal  Exchange  has  called  Assistant 
Manager  John  Marshall,  Jr.,  from  Chicago  to 
New  York,  to  take  charge  there  while  Man- 
ager Dickson  is  making  liis  trip  of  inspection 
among  the  company's  agents  in  the  South. 

— Charles  Alcock,  Esq.,  of  Liverpool,  mana- 
ger of  the  Royal  Ins.  Co.,  contemplates  a  trip 
to  this  country  this  spring  and  may  extend 
his  journey  to  the  Pacific  Coast.  Mr.  Alcock 
has  not  been  in  the  United  States  since  he 
succeeded  the  late  John  H.  McLaren  as  mana- 
ger of  the  Royal. 

— Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe.— The  Rocky 
Mountain  territory  reporting  to  Resident 
Secretary  Warren  at  Chicago  produced  $101, 
307  premiums  last  year,  with  only  $42,605 
losses.  This  business  brings  the  entire  Pacific 
West  business  of  the  Liverpool  &  London  & 
Globe,  last  year,  up  to  |i415,41S  premiums. 

— George  S.  A.  Young,  of  New  York,  resident 
manager  of  the  United  States  branch  of  the 
Manchester  Assurance  Co.,  is  visiting  San 
Francisco.  Manager  Young  and  Manager 
Post  (of  the  Caledonian)  crossed  the  continent 
together,  via  Chicago.  This  is  Manager 
Young's  first  visit  to  the  Coast.  Mrs.  Young 
accompanies  him. 

— "Kilfyre"  failed  to  extinguish  a  test  fire 
in  Riverside,  Cal.,  February  24.  The  condi- 
tions seemed  as  favorable  as  usual,  and  when 
the  blaze  was  at  its  higlit  two  canisters  of 
the  compound  were  thrown  on.  The  flames 
were  partly  subdued  for  a  few  moments,  but 
blazed  up  again  furiously.  The  fire  depart- 
ment turned  on  a  chemical  engine  and  in- 
stantly subdued  the  fire.  The  agent  of  the 
"patent  compound,"  much  mortified,  walked 
away,  vowing  that  the  next  "test"  should  be 
successful. 

—Fearfully  and  wonderfully  unlike,  the 
most,  are  those  portraits  of  underwriters  ap- 
pearing in  a  San  Francisco  daily. 
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—The  Glenns  Falls,  represented  by  Edward       — Managek  Leavitt  of  the  Union  Mutual  Life 

E.  Potter,  is  now  writing  business  in  Califor-       has   secured   several  new  agents   who    have 

nia.  already   begun   to  do  a   nice  business.      His 

m       tT-  ^     •     A/r     ^       1   TT  0,-  V,    •        ,4-        agents  contract  is  a  drawing  card  to  good  men. 

—The  Victoria-Montreal  Fire,  which    is  cut-         "  on 

ting  rates  in  British  Columbia,  has  $400,000  _The  U.  S.  Mort.  &  Trust  Co.  of  New   York 

capital  "fully  subscribed."    Whether  it  has  ^as  assigned  to  the  Mutual  Life  the  $1,000,- 

any  capital   paid   up  in  hard   cash   does  not  qoO  mortgage  made  by  Mrs.  Florence  Blythe 

appear.     As  British  Columbia  experience  does  Hinckley  Moore  on    portions  of    the   Blythe 

not  warrant  any  cutting  of  rates, -it  will  be  block, 
well  for  property-owners  in  the    province  to 

examine  well  this  company's  affairs  before  —The  German-American  Ins.  Co.  shows  in- 
entrusting  it  with  security  against  loss.  We  crease  in  assets,  surplus  and  i-einsurance  re- 
do not  find  its  figures  in  the  last  annual  serve  for  last  year.  So  does  the  German 
report  of  the  Canadian  insurance  superin-  Alliance.  This  is  certainly  good  for  a  bad 
tendent.  year. 

The  Security  Trust  and  Life 

INSURANCE     CO. 

Principal  office,  St.  James   BId'g,   New  York. 

ROB'T  E.  PATTISON,   President. 


CONDENSED  STATEMENT  DEC.  31st,   1899. 

ASSETS $     1,255,269.03 

LIABILITIES 678,776.50 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS 576,492.53 

INSURANCE  IN  FORCE 12,628,318.00 

DECREASE  IN  LOSS  RATIO. . ; 12  per  cent 

DECREASE  IN  EXPENSE  RATIO 8  per  cent 

ROB'T  O.  STEWART,  Mg'r  of  Agencies. 

Pacific    Coast,   Department 

FRANKLIN    FIRE  insurance  company 

of  Philadelphia. Incorporated    1827. 

Surplus  to   Policyholders $3,081,288.96 

WILLIAMSBURCH  CITY  FIRE  '""'"c-iWan, 

of  New  York. Incorporated   1853. 

Surplus  to   Policyholders $1,927,982.89 

^'xrlSd"     CLENS      FALLS     insurance    company 

of  New  York. Incorporated  1S49. 

Surplus  to    Policyholders $3,261,061.06 

Undivided  profits   2,155,142.07 


EDWARD    E.   POTTER,   General    Hanager 

322  Montgomery  St.,  San   Francisco 
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— The  excellent  Insurance  World  fire  chart 
for  1900  arrived  on  March  1.  Ten  yeai's'  fig- 
ures are  giv^en.  We  have  always  found  this 
chart  reliable. 

— Reports  of  sales  of  controlling  interests  in 
the  capital  stocks  of  the  Washington  and  Man- 
hattan, in  circulation  in  New  York,  are  em- 
phatically denied  by  President  Brewer  and 
President  Stokes.  These  officials  are  certainly 
in  a  position  to  know  whether  such  transfer  of 
stock  has  taken  place. 

—  VVm.  Brown,  lately  assistant  superintend- 
ent of  the  industrial  department  of  the  Pacific 
Mutual,  is  not  in  so  good  repute  as  formerly. 
The  company  has  sued  "William  Brown  and 
other  persons,"  unknown,  to  compel  them  to 
cease  making  use  of  collection  and  other  books 
and  records  alleged  to  have  been  taken  by 
them,  belonging  to  the  company. 

— The  Equitable  Life  will  broaden  its  condi- 
tions so  as  to  insure  the  best  classes  of  sub- 
standard lives.  The  Equitable,  as  its  state- 
ment shows,  examined  and  declined  134,054,- 
T7S  of  insurance  applied  for  last  year.  A 
considerable  portion  of  this  declined  businessis 
safely  insurable  at  a  charge  or  with  a  lien  for 
impaired  risks. 

—After  March  1  every  new  employe  of  the 
Southern  Pacific  will  be  comiielled  to  join  A. 
F.  Hess's  beneficiary  society.  Present  em- 
ployes may  contribute  "voluntarily."  The 
railway  company  will  contribute  $3tj,000  an- 
nually to  the  relief  fund.  Several  accident 
companies  will  cease  soliciting  business  on 
the  Southern  Pacific  system,  as  stated  in  the 
February  Coast  Review. 

—The  San  Justa  Consolidated  Mining  Co.,  of 
which  W.  H.  H.  Hart  is  president,  refused  to 
pay  a  $3o7.50  premium  for  a  $17,000  policy  on  its 
property.  The  policy  was  never  returned.  The 
defense  was  that  the  president.  Hart  (who 
was  also  the  attorney  for  defetidautcompanj'), 
was  not  authorized  by  the  directors  to  insure 
the  company's  property  in  1S9S.  The  Thomas 
H.  Flints,  senior  and  junior,  testified  accord- 
ingly. Plaintiff's  counsel  vainly  argued  that 
had  a  fire  occurred  meantime,  the  company 
would  have  been  liable;  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  both  court  and  jury  would  have  so  held: 
but  judgment  in  this  case  (San  Francisco  su- 
perior court.  Judge  Dougherty  of  Santa  Rosa 
in  exchange  with  Judge  Daingerfield)  was 
rendered  against  the  plaintiff  (the  American 
Fire). 


— General  Adjuster  Wm.  Sexton  of  the  Fire- 
man's Fund  has  returned  from  Honolulu. 

— Warning. — The  Coast  Review  warns  prop- 
erty-owners against  the  so-called  British  As- 
surance Society,  of  Great  Britain. 

— Who  got  that  San  Jose  brewery  risk  ?  is  a 
question  still  unanswered.  A  fire  in  the 
brewery  would  result  in  some  very  interest- 
ing disclosures.  The  risk  was  written  at  cut 
rates,  and  the  San  Jose  locals  did  not  get  a 
"sip"  of  commission. 

— First  Chart  of  the  Season. — The  Standard 
Fire  Insurance  Tables,  1900,  a  ten  years, 
record,  was  received  on  February  23.  The 
publishers  are  enterprising,  and  divide  "first" 
honors  with  the  Connecticut  insurance  de- 
partment. The  Standard  chart  is  excellent, 
and  like  the  Coast  Review  Chart  has  original 
features. 

— Edward  Sexton,  formerly  with  the  Denver 
compact  office,  has  been  appointed  special 
agent  for  the  National  by  Manager  Dornin,  to 
succeed  the  late  Hiram  Lee  in  Rocky  Moun- 
tain territory,  with  headquarters  in  Den- 
ver. Special  Agent  Sexton  is  a  son  of  Wil- 
liam Sexton,  general  adjuster  for  the  Fire- 
man's Fund. 

— Paying  the  War  Tax  DiRECTLt  to  the  Gov- 
ernment.— The  National  Association  of  Local 
Agents  has  sent  the  following  communication 
to  the  state  associations  of  locals:  "An  act  has 
been  introduced  in  Congress  (S.  B.  No.  2382 
and  H.  R.  B.  No.  6247)  to  amend  an  act  en- 
titled 'An  Act  to  Provide  Ways  and  Means 
to  Meet  War  Expenditui'es  and  for  Other 
Purposes,'  by  changing  the  method  of  collect- 
ing the  tax  imposed  by  the  original  act  upon 
insurance  companies.  The  amendment  pro- 
vides for  the  payment  of  the  tax  by  the  fire 
insurance  companies  directly  to  the  govern- 
ment. This  will  not  reduce  the  tax  or  dimin- 
ish the  revenue,  but  will  relieve  the  business 
of  the  annovance  and  unnecessary  labor  at- 
tending the  use  of  stamps.  Your  experience 
with  the  present  method  of  collecting  this  tax 
will  undoubtedly  convince  you  of  the  justice 
and  desirability  of  the  proposed  legislation. 
We  therefore  ask  you  to  promptly  address 
your  senators  and  representatives,  request- 
ing them  to  favor  the  adoption  of  the  above 
mentioned  amendment.  We  further  suggest 
that  you  I'equest  other  prominent  local  agents 
in  your  state  to  also  write  your  senators  and 
representatives  to  the  same  effect." 
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—Oregon. — Home  Life,  net  taxable  prem- 
iums, $6,779. 

— Oregon. — Equitable  Life,  net  taxable  prem- 
iums, $62,666;  losses  paid,  §57,750. 

— J.  H.  Edmonds  has  been  appointed  agent 
for  the  Equitable  Life  at  Woodland,  Cal. 

— A  San  Francisco  paper  says:  E.  Y.  Judd 
and  L.  D.  Pisk,  insurance  men  of  Hartford, 
are  at  the  Palace. 

— We  are  now  printing  a  number  of  "bul- 
letins to  advertisers,"  all  of  which  do  not  ap- 
pear in  these  pages. 

— B.  B.  Broomeli.,  of  Tacoma,  special  agent 
for  General  Agents  Butler  &  Haldan's  com- 
panies, is  in  the  city. 

—  Fred  S.  James  &  Co.,  one  of  Chicago's 
largest  agencies,  will  be  incorporated,  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $100,000. 

— Heber  J.  Grant  and  Geo.  Romney  have 
been  re-elected  as  president  and  secretarj' 
re.spectively  of  the  Home,  of  Utah. 

— Goldendale,  Wash.— Arthur  Chapman,  the 
agent  of  the  Phoenix  of  Hartford,  has  re- 
signed, and  is  succeeded  by  Robert  Ballou. 

—The  Fire  Insurance  Pocket  Index  for  1900, 
by  the  Spectator  Company,  was  received  on 
February  26.  Ten  years'  company  figures  and 
totals  are  given. 

—Resigned. — General  Manager  Thomas  B. 
Bell,  of  the  LionFire,  has  resigned  on  account 
of  ill  health.  His  successor  is  Assistant 
Manager  Booker. 

— The  Manhattan  Fire  of  New  Yoi'k  will  re- 
sume business  in  California,  Oregon  and 
Washington.  E.  W.  Van  Slyke  has  been  re- 
appointed general  agent. 

-Briguam  S.  Young,  the  well-known  insur- 
ance agent  of  Salt  Lake  City,  has  filed  a 
petition  in  voluntary  bankruptcy.  Liabilities, 
all  of  vvh;ch  are  unsecured,  $20,466;  assets, 
only  $100. 

— General  Acjent  Kilcjarif,  of  the  Pacific 
Mutual,  is  now  convalescent.  His  physicians 
state  that  he  has  been  suffering  from  trau- 
matic pneumonitis,  which  is  something  like 
pneumonia. 

-W.  W.  HoA(ii.ANi),  formerly  special  agent 
for  the  Royal  and  Queen,  is  now  with  J.  B.  F. 
Davis  &  Son,  as  special  agent  for  the  Sun  in 
the  Northwest.  Mr.  Hoagland's  headquar- 
ters will  be  in  Portland. 


— Brewster  Made  Manager. — J.  H.  Brewster, 
heretofore  assistant  manager,  succeeds  the 
late  Martin  Bennett  as  manager  of  the 
United  States  and  Canadian  departments  of 
the  Lion  and  Scottish  Union. 

— The  fire  commissioners  of  San  Francisco 
have  adopted  a  suggestion  that  trained  fire- 
men in  uniform  should  be  placed  in  evei'y 
theatre,  etc.,  during  any  performance.  The 
amusement  managers  will  pay  $1  per  fireman. 

— Imitation  is  the  siucerest  form  of  flattery, 
it  is  said.  But  imitation  is  the  sign  of  absence 
of  brain  also.  Our  tables,  long  since  origi- 
nated by  this  journal,  are  imitated.  The 
Coast  Review^  is  thus  flattered  by  a  contem- 
porary's lack  of  brain. 

— New  York  Fire  Loss  Ratio  93  Per  Cent. 
Fire  premiums  received  in  New  York  last 
year  were  $19,463,725;  losses  paid  wei-e  $17,- 
626,005;  losses  incurred  were  $18,045, 93J5,  a 
loss  ratio  of  92.6  per  cent.  Losses  and 
expenses  were  over  $5,000,000. 

— The  W.  A.  Mackinder  Co.,  of  St.  Helena, 
Cal.,  is  anew  incorporation,  with  $5,000  sub- 
scribed capital.  W.  A.  Mackinder  has  been 
elected  president  and  Louis  Saare  secretary. 
The  company  was  named  thus  a  year  ago 
with  the  idea  of  incorporating  eventually. 

— The  Ai.ameda,  Cal.,  fire  department  clain)s 
to  be  the  first  on  this  Coast  to  adopt  rubber 
tires  for  its  fire  engines.  But  we  recollect 
printing  several  months  ago  a  similar  claim 
for  Victoria,  B.  C.  Alameda  claims  as  a  new 
invention  a  combination  hose  wagon  and  chem- 
ical engine. 

— Louis  A.  Cerf,  formerly  of  San  Francisco, 
latterly  manager  and  vice-president  of  the 
Covenant  Mutual  Life  of  St.  Louis,  recently 
reinsured,  has  rejoined  the  Equitable.  He 
has  been  appointed  inspector  of  agencies,  and 
will  be  in  Third  Vice-President  Tarbell's 
department. 

— Major  Geo.  S.  Merrill,  editor  of  Insurance 
Topics  of  Boston,  and  ex-insurance  commis- 
sioner of  Massachusetts,  died  last  week,  after 
five  days'  illness.  He  was  63  years  old. 
Major  Merrill  was  a  Civil  War  veteran.  He 
served  the  state  notably  well  as  insurance 
commissioner  for  ten  years,  and  made  a  most 
honorable  record  as  a  fighter  of  sham  nsur- 
ance.  His  annual  reports  were  models  of 
forceful  presentation  of  facts  and  arraign- 
ment of  frauds. 
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Money  and   Realty. 

A  Hermit  State. — The  Texas  legisla- 
ture has  adopted  a  resolution  taxing  all 
brokerage  offices  and  all  telegraph  wires 
for  quotations  $5,000  a  year.  The  resolu- 
tion is  designed  to  drive  all  brokerage 
offices  out  of  the  state.  Texas'  exclusion 
wall  is  fast  assuming  such  rigid  propor- 
tions that  it  is  likely  soon  to  be  in  fact  a 
"Hermit  State." 

From  one  true  cotton  mill  in  the  United 
States  in  1806,  cotton  mills  increased  to 
241  in  1810,  with  96,400  spindles.  In  1850 
the  number  of  mills  had  grown  to  1,100, 
with  2,500,000  spindles  and  100,000  looms. 
In  1899  there  were  no  less  than  1,400  mills, 
with  20,000,000  spindles  and  nearly  500,000 
looms.  Thus  it  may  be  seen  that  during 
the  past  century  the  cotton-manufactur- 
ing industry  has  grown  from  1  mill  with 
1,700  spindles  and  no  looms  to  1,400  mills 
with  20,000,000  spindles  and  500,000 
looms.  During  the  past  fifty  years  the 
number  of  operatives  employed  in  this  in- 
dustry has  increased  from  72,100  in  1840 
to  600,000  in  1899,  and  the  capital  invested 
in  these  mills  has  grown  from  $51,102,400 
in  1840  to  $500,000,000  in  1899.  No  manu- 
facturing industry  has  grown  with  the 
rapidity  of  the  cotton  industry  in  this 
country  during  the  past  hundred    years. 

On  the  Firing  Line. 

About  everyone  in  the  town  of  Alvarado, 
Cal.,  has  for  the  time  being  adopted  the  call- 
ing of  a  detective;  yet  the  person  who  is 
responsible  for  the  several  attempts  of  the 
past  four  weeks  to  fire  the  southern  end  of 
the  business  portion  of  the  town  is  still  at 
large.  Adjoining  the  Smith  building,  which 
was  burned  some  weeks  ago  under  suspicious 
circumstances,  stands  a  building  owned  by  P. 
Hellvvig  and  leased  by  August  May,  who 
conducts  a  butcher  shop.  Last  month  three 
daring  attempts  were  made  to  destroy  this 
store  by  fire. 

I  have  been  a  subscriber  to  your  excellent 
journal  for  upwards  of  twenty  years,  and 
have  taken  the  greatest  interest  in  its  read- 
ing matter  during  all  that  time. 

H,   e.   Keyes,   Stockton. 


The  total  output  of  all  the  contracting 
locomotive  shops  in  the  United  States^ — 
that  is  those  outside  the  railroad  shops — 
for  the  year  1899  will  aggregate  2,473  loco- 
motives, the  largest  number  for  a  single 
year  yet  recorded.  The  increase  over 
last  year  is  598  locomotives,  or  about  32 
per  cent,  and  is  about  10  per  cent,  higher 
than  the  next  best  year,  1890,  when  the 
total  output  was  2,240  locomotives.  The 
export  business  for  '99  was  514  engines. 


Liberal  Contract 


can  be  made 
with  established 


Old  Line  Life 


Insurance  Company 
for 


Local  or  Special 
Agency. 


Address  "C," 

Care  of  Coast  Review. 


AGENTS    "M^ANTEiD. 


THE  REALTY  SYNDICATE. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,   CAL. 

Authorized  Capital,  $5,000,000.00 

Assets.  March  31,  1899,         -         !gi3, 713.892.69 
Capital  Paid  in,       -  -        1,909,500.00 

RECEIVES  SUMS  of  from  $100.00  to  $100,000.00 

Interest  6  per  cent  per  annum,  payable 

semi-annually. 

All  profits  in  excess  of  6  per  cent  shared  pro  rata 

between  capital  stockholders  and  investors. 


The  Syndicate    otvns  340,000  frontaf/e  feet  of 

choice  Oakland  citij  and  suburban, 

jirojierti/. 


The  most  important  factor  in  the  development  and 
marketing  of  suburban  property  is  the 

RAPID    TRANSIT    STREET    RAILROAD. 

The  Syndicate's  railway  interests  control  the  en- 
tire Oakland,  East  Oakland,  Berkeley  and 
Alameda  street  railway  system. 

OFFICES  : 

14  Sansome  Street,     San  Francisco. 

Experienced  Solicitors  will  find  it  to  their  interest   to 
iuvestig'ate. 
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The  present  level  for  g-overnment 
bonds  is  the  highest  the  securities  have 
reached  for  years.  The  advance  in  the 
new  2  per  cts.  is  the  result  of  inquiry 
from  bankers. 

The  output  of  pig-iron  in  the  United 
States  for  the  year  '99  reached  a  total  of 
13,486,000  tons  as  against  11,773,934  for 
1898.  The  output  in  Great  Britain  was 
9,309.000  tons  in  1899,  while  in  '98  it  was 
8,609,719  tons.  Germany  produced  in  '99 
8,102,243  tons,  and  in  '98  7,232,988.  The 
world's  output  for  the  year  '99  was 39. 848, 
867  tons  as  compared  with  35,848,867 
in  1898.  This  is  the  largest  increase 
that  has  taken  place  since  the  manufac- 
ture of  iron  became  an  established  indus- 
try. It  is  just  1,000,000  tons  in  excess  of 
the  great  development  that  took  place  in 
1895,  an  expansion  that  was  mainly 
founded  on  the  jump  made  by  the  pig- 
iron  output  of  the  United  States  from 
6,763,906  tons  in  1894  to  9,597,449  tons  in 
the  following  year.  It  is  200, OCO  tons  in 
excess  of  the  still  larger  advance  made  in 
1880,  when  the  world's  iron  output  rose 
from  14,411,319  tons  to  18,584,096  tons.  It 
is  about  2,000,000  tons  more  than  the  in- 
crease achieved  in  1890;  and  it  is  about 
4,000,000  tons  more  than  the  world's 
increase  in  1873;  which  was,  in  Europe,  at 
least,  the  most  prosjierous  year,  judged 
by  prices,  that  the  iron  industry  has  ever 
known. 


Real  Estate-  men  are  looking  up 
these  days.  Their  apparel  too  bespeaks 
many  turns  on  a  coin  basis. 

Said  a  prominent  dealer  in  city  prop- 
erty recently:  "Nothing  like  the  enquiry 
since  the  days  of  '94,  for  good  investment 
inside  properties." 

Five  per  cent,  government  bonds  of 
1904,  which  are  quoted  at  116^  as  the 
asked  price,  are  on  as  low  a  basis  as 
1%  per  cent. 

The  new  government  2  per  cent,  bonds 
have  sold  as  high  as  106^.  At  that 
figure  they  are  on  an  interest  basis  oi  1}4 
per  cent. 


D.  A.   SPENCER,  Adjuster, 


2/3  Sansome  Street, 


SAN  FRANCISCO. 


F.    G.     ARGALL, 

Adjuster    of   Fire    Losses, 

306  Pine  Street,  (room  2)   San  Francisco. 

TEL.    MAIN    5605 


PHOENIX  MUTUAL 


Ur-tr     INSURANCE 
r  CL    COMPANY 

Of  HARTFORD,  CONN. 


JONATHAN  B.  BUNCE,  Presi. 
J.  M.  HOLCOMBE,  Vice-Presi. 
CHAS.  H.  LAWRENCE,  Sec'y. 


H.   W.  MAGEE. 


J.    ]r.   HICKS. 


HIGKS    &    MAGRB., 

Managers  Pacific  Department, 
Glaus  Spreckels  (Call)   Building,  San  Francisco, 

t^Tiuo    NEW   CONTRACTS    Just   Issued.        The   Easiest    on    the    Market   to    Sell. 
SMALL  RA  TES I      BIG  ADVANTAGES !     Agents  should  not  fail  to  call  and  Investigate- 
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Our  Directory  of  i'ucijic  Coast 
Fif'ld  Men. 
Attached  Field  Men. 
Aachen  <&  Munich. 
A  W  Tlioniton,  Seattle 
W  A  Bonynge,  J^os  Angeles 
Win  I?  Sireeter,  Portland,  Oregon 
F  W  Hally,  San  Franelsco 
Atlas  Assurance. 
E  R  Thompson,  San  Francisco 
W  W  Cleveland,  San  Francisco 
W  W  Alverson,  Portland 
C  E  Schlingtieyde,  Los  Angeles 
William  Manning.  Denver,  Col. 

^t;tna. 
Ed  C  Morrison,  Sau  Francisco 
Louis  Mel,  San  Francisco 
W  L  Gazzam,  Seattle,  Wash. 

Baggs  <&  Stovel  Agency. 
C  W  Smith,  San  Francisco 

British  America  and  Western. 
W  L  W  Miller,  Denver,  Colorado 
H  J  SchaetTer,  Seattle,  W^ash. 
R  H  MaglU,  Oakland,  California 
W  B  Westlake,  Oakland.  Cal. 
E  L  Reed    Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
Ediv.  Brown  &  Hon,  Gen'l  Ag'ts. 
Wm  H  Hill,  San  Francisco 
Chas  Van  Valkenburg,  Los  Angeles 
H  H  Brown,  San  Francisco 
N  B  Whitley,  Seattle,  Washington 
W  H  Gibbons,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

Butler  <b  Haldan  Agency. 
B  C  Dick,  San  Francisco 
B  B  Broomell,  Tacoma 

Continental. 
D  W  Graves,  San  Francisco 
W  A  Williams,  Portland,   Oregon 
F  H  Rhoads,  Denver,  Colorado 
F  P  Wilson,  Los  Angeles 
Commercial  Union  and  Alliance. 
W  R  Heath,  San  Francisco 
A  T  Von  Etlinger,  Portland,  Or 
W  A  .Jackson,  Los  Angeles 
M  H  Merrill,  Salt  Lake  City 

Connecticut. 
Guy  Francis.  San  Francisco 
A  G  Davis,  San  Francisco 
L  P  Stephens.  Los  Angeles 
James  S  Reed,  Portland,  Oregon 
W  S  Ferris,  Salt  Lake 

Chas.  Christensen's  Agency. 
James  C  Cunningham,  Spokane 
Ernest  C  Johnson,  Los  Angeles 

5  B  Morse,  Portland.  Oregon 
Geo  G  Potter,  San  Francisco 

L.  B.  Edivards,  Manager. 
R  De  Lappe.  San  Francisco 
Geo  A  Crux,  Portland,  Oregon 
Chas  A  Gilbert,  Los  Angeles 
E  E  Panabaker,  Sacramento 
J  O  Parrlsh,  Denver 

Fireman's  Fund. 
R  D  Hunter,  San  Francisco 
Wm  M  Klinger,  San  Francisco 
L  M  Sealon,  Los  Angeles 
F  H  McElhone,  Dallas,  Texas 
J  V  Spears,  Dallas,  Texas 
F  G  White,  Denver.  Colorado 
A  C  Thornton,  Portland,  Oregon 
R  P  Fabj,  Sherlock  Blk.,  Port.,  Or. 

6  H  Mendell.  Jr.,  Salt  Lake 
Fire  Association,  Philadelphia. 

T  C  Shankland.  San  Francisco 
F  M  Avery.  Denver,  Colorado 
F  J  Alex  Mayer,  Portland,   Oregon 
Dan  L  Weaver,  Spokane 
"K  J  Louis,  Los  Angeles 

German- American. 
W  F  Chlpman,  San  Francisco 
Harry  Bender.  San  Francisco 
H  M  Grant.  Portland.  Oregon 
Chas  R  Thompson.  Seattle,  Wash. 

Hamburg-Bremen. 
Harry  C  Boyd,  San  Francisco 


Hartford. 
J  J  Agard.  San  Francisco 
John  M  Holmes.  San  Francisco 
J  J  Dennis,  Portland 
B  F  Grant,  Salt  Lake  City 
W  O  Morgan,  San  Francisco 

Home  Mutual. 
E  E  Eitel,  San  Francisco 
R  P  Fabj.  Portland.  Oregon 
A  W  WliUmer.  Portland.  Oregon 
F  G  White.  Denver.  Colorado 
Chas  C  Echlin,  San  Francisco 
C  P  Lyndall,  Los  Angeles 

Home,  New  York. 
Harry  L  Rofl,  San  Francisco 
A  G  Ridling.  San  Francisco 
Junius  Young.  Salt  Luke  City 
A  F  Gartner,  Bultc,  Montana 
J  D  Coleman.  Portland.  Oregon 
John  H  Burgard   Portland.  Oregon 
G  C  Holioway.  Los  Angeles 
J  J  Sheahan,  San  Francisco 
Imperial  and  Lion. 
Amos  F.  Sewell,  San  Francisco 
T  T  Frith.  Denver 
W  F  Zwick,  Seattle 
Toll  Thompson,  Portland,  Oregon 
Maj  W  H  Bonsall,  Los  Angeles 
7ns.  Co.  of  North  America. 
J  K  Hamilton,  San  Francisco 
C  O  Scott,  San  Francisco 
A  E  Bailey,  Seattle,  Washington 

Lancashire. 
W^alter  M  Speyer.  San  Francisco 
D  W  Pierce,  Los  Angeles 
F  M  Branch,  Portland,  Oregon 

Liverpool  <&  London  &  Globe. 
Edw  G  Sprowl,  Tacoma,  Wash. 
R  G  Brush.  San  Francisco 
John  W  Gunn,  Salem,  Oregon 
Fred  L  Haven,  San  Francisco 
Theo  Summerland,  Los  Angeles 

London  <&  Lancashire. 
Vf  B  Hopkins,  San  Francisco 
Burns  Macdonald,  San  Francisco 
Sam  B  Stoy,  Cham.  Com..  Port.,  Or. 

London  and  Northern. 
Frank  L  Hunter,  San  Francisco 
F  C  H  Robins,  San  Francisco 

Magdeburg. 
Leslie  Bates,  San  Francisco 

G.   W.  McNear. 
M  H  Thomson,  Portland 
Arthur  M  Thomson,  San  Francisco 
C  A  Mead,  Los  Angeles 

Milwaukee  Mechanics. 
C  H  Ward,  San  Francisco 
Gilbert  E  Overton,  Los  Angeles 
National  and  Spring.Held. 
Leslie  H  Lord    San  Francisco 
J  N  Waters.  San  Francisco 
John  C  Dornin.  Tacoma,  Wash. 
P  E  Gerald    Portland.  Oregon 
Geo  C  Codding,  San  Francisco 

Neiv  Zealand. 
H  E  Parkhurst,  San  Francisco 
A  R  D  Patterson,  Portland 
H   E  O'Brien,  Los  Angeles 

Niagara. 
Geo  H  Batchelder,  Denver.  Colo. 
Walter  J  Wilson.  San  Francisco 
W  H  Raymond,  Portland,  Oregon 

North  British  and  Mercantile. 
Edward  Nlles,  San  Francisco 
W  S  Berdan,  Jr..  San  Francisco 
Chas  B  Hill,  San  Francisco 
John  T  Grlflith.  San  Francisco 
Francis  Cutting.  San  FrancKsco 

North  German. 
J  H  Ankele,  San  Francisco 

Norivich  Union. 
J  L  Fuller.  San  Francisco 
R  H  Delafield,  San  FrSncisco 
F  C  Stanlford.  San  Francisco 
A  W  Glesy,  Salem,  Oregon 


Palatine. 
Thomas  J  Duffy,  San  Francisco 
Henry  T  Fennel,  San  Francisco 
Edward  O  Hughes,  Los  Angeles 
F  J  H  Manning,  Denver,  Colo. 
E  S  Parker,  Sonora,  Cal. 
Henry  C  Rodgers,  Portland,  Oregon 

Pennsylvania  Fire. 
Homer  A  Craig,  San  Francisco 
Chester  Deering,  San   Francisco 
Volncv  Howard.  Sau  Friincisco 
S  P  Mcsick,  San  Francisco 
J  H  Cliukscales.  Los  Angeles 

Philadelphia  Underwriters 
T  C  Shankland,  San  Francisco 
F  M  Avery.  Denver,  Colorado 
F  J  Alex  Mayer,  Portland,  Oregon 
E  J  Louis.  Los  Angeles 
Dan  L  Weaver,  Spokane, Wash. 

Phmnix,  Hartford. 
R  Gallegos,  Jr,  San  Francisco 
J  W  Warner,  San  Francisco 
Chas  D  Morgan,  Los  Angeles 
Lucian  W  Knight,  Portland,  Or. 

Prussian  National. 

John  A  Prinsen,  San  Francisco 

Edward  E.  Potter,  Manager. 

Sam  B  Dewey,  Los  Angeles 
Charles  A  Layng 

Royal  and  Queen. 
John  T  Fogarty,  San  Francisco 
Wm  Maris,  San  Francisco 
F  M  Gilerest,  San  Francisco 
J  K  Urmston,  lyos  Angeles 
H  R  Burke,  Portland.  Oregon 
J  O  Thomas,  Portland,  Oregon 

Royal  Exchange  Assurance. 
Chas  A  Stuart,  San  Francisco 
John  J  Clayton,  San  Francisco 
John  T  Beales,  San  Francisco 
R  M  Thompson,  Los  Angeles 
H  C  Ramsay,  Denver 
John  Andrew,  Portland 

Scottish  Union  <ii  National. 
T  J  A  Tiedemann.  Portland.  Or, 
Fred  R  Stover,  San  Francisco 
Harry  L  Luke.  Salt  Lake  &  Denver 
John  E  Cosgrove,  San  Francisco 

Sun  Insurance  Office. 
Thos  H  Williams,  Portland 

Syz  A.  Co. 
H  C  Kirkpatrick,  San  Francisco 

Thuringia. 
R  B  Friend,  San  Francisco 
C  B  Sloan,  Los  Angeles 
L  F  Lamping,  Seattle,  Washington 

Transatlantic. 
Tom  R  Roberts,  Seattle 
H  W  Fores,  San  Francisco 
Union  Assurance. 
Harry  H  Smith,  Sau  Francisco 
Edwin  B  De  Golia,  San  Francisco 
Paul  C  Bates,  Portland 

Westchester. 
H  C  Keller,  San  Francisco 

TTnattached  Field  Men. 
A  A  Andre,  San  Francisco 
F  G  Argall,  San  Francisco 
I)  M  Bokee,  San  Francisco 
William  L  Chalmers,   Portland,  Or. 
W  H  Faust,  Los  Angeles 
E  P  Farnsworth,  San  Francisco 
H  R  Hanna,  Los  Angeles 
J  G  Lavery,  San  Francisco 
R  Lockey,  Helena,  Mont. 
D  W  Mcintosh,  Los  Angeles 
Calvert  Meade,  San  Francisco 
R  H  Naunton,  San  Francisco 
B  D  Sraalley,  Seattle,  Washington 
D  A  Spencer,  San  Francisco 
Adolph  Wenzelburger    San  Fran'co 
H  M  Grant,  Portland.  Oregon 
Charles  L  J  Bliss,  Seattle,  Wash 


COAST  REVIEU^  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


I      I  I     I    H      H       Ixl    I'?sumnce  Conrppancj 

\^^    \^     JLLJ  J--^  -L    II  Of  America,  N.  Y. 


Assets, 
Surplus, 

J.  A.  MACDONALD,  President, 


$4,668,341.00 
2,323,975.00 

GEO.  W.  BURCHELL,  Secretary. 


ROLLA  V.  WATT,  Pacific  Coast  Manager 

JOHN  T.   FOG  ARTY,  Superintendent  of  Agencies. 
ROYAL  INSURANCE  BUILDING  corner  Pine  and  Sansome  Streets,  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

SPECIAL  AGENTS  and  ADJUSTERS  ROYAL  and  QUEEN  INSURANCE  COMPANIES. 
FRAWK  M.  GILCREST,  Central  California.  H.  R.  BURKE,  Washington  and  Montana. 

WILLIAM  MARIS,  Northern  California,  Nevada  and  Utah.     J.  0.  THOMAS,  Oregon  ard  Idaho. 
J.  K.  URMSTON,  Southern  California,  Arizona  and  New  Mexico. 


ASSETS, 

Surplus,  (Net) 
Losses  paid,  over 


I  53,281,824  89 

15,196,543  33 
117,000,000  00 


Transacts  Largest   FIRE    Insurance   Busi- 
ness of  any  Company  in  the  World. 


CHARLES   ALCOCK,   MANAGER, 


F.  J.   KINGSLEY,  SUB-MANAGER, 


LIVERPOOL,  England. 


DEPARTMENT  OFFICES: 

Boston,   New  York,    Philadelphia,   Chicago,   Louisville, 

San  Francisco. 

tW  Aoencies  in  all  principal  Cities  and  Towns. 


Royal 

INSURANCE 

Company. 


ROLLA    V.   WATTj    Pacific  Coast    Manager, 

JOHN   T.    FOG  ARTY,  Superintendent  of  Agencies. 
ROYAL  INSURANCE  BUILDING  corner  Pine  and  Sansome  Streets,  SAN  FRANCISCO. 


^^'^^^'^  COAST  REl'IEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  '^^^^^^^ 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT 

AMERICAN  CENTRAL 

Insurance  Company  of  St.  Louis 

Established  iSbS 

Assets,  -  -  $  1,941,324.10 

Losses  Paid,  -  -  10,429,444.42 

territory: 
California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Montana,  Idaho,  Utah,  Nevada  and  Arizona 


ST.  PAUL 


F.  &  M.  Insurance  Company  of   St.  Paul^  Minn. 

Established  1865 

Assets,  -  -  -     '  $  2,450,H29.11 

Losses  Paid,  -  -  .    -  16,586,620.70 

territory! 
California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Montana,  Idaho,  Utah,  Nevada  and  Arizona 


Lloyds  Plate  Glass 

Insurance  Company  of   New  York 

Assets,  -  -  -  -    $  736,016.74 

Losses  Paid,  _  _  _  1,875,494.33 

8®~ Insures  Plate  Glass  Against  Breakage  Only 


CHAS.  CHRiSTENSEN,  Manager 


B.  GOODWIN,   Ass't    Manager 


Sjiecial  Agents : 

JAMES  U.  CUNNINGHAM,  Spokane,  Wash 
ERNEST  C.  JOHNSON,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


OFFICE:  220  SanSOme  St.,  S.   F.  )         ^^^-  ^-  potter,  San  Erancisco. 

\  S.  B.  MOUSE,  Portland. 
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CONNBCTICUT 


Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Hartford 


ESTABLISHED  1850 


Cash  Capital, 

Total  Assets, 

Surplus  to  Policyholders, 


» 1, 000,000  00 
3,869,451  75 
2,068,839  7i 


BENJAMIN  J.  SMITH,  Manager 


411   California  Street,  San  Francisco 


Royal  Exchange  Assurance 


Of  London,    England. 


-ESTABLISHED    BY    ROYAL    CHARTER    1720- 


Mi 


km 


Cash  Capital,  :  : 

Surplus  to  Policyholders, 
Total  Assets,  : 


$  3^346,099  45 

9,612,455  96 
24,034,110  35 


8^^  LOSSES  PAID,  OVER  $  J  85,000,000.00  "^a 


Head  Office  United  States,  100  William  St.,  New  York, 

ROBERT  DICKSON,  General  Manager. 


Pacific  Coast  Department,  501   Montgomery  St.,  San  Francisco, 

FRANK  W.  DICKSON  )  ,         .  ^    ,, 

>  Associate  Manairers 
EDWARD  HALL  j 


COAST  REVIEIV  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


1792 


1900 


INSURANCE  CO.  OF  NORTH  AMERICA 


FOUNDED 


CASH  CAPITAL 


$3,000,000.00 


POLICYHOLDERS'    SURPLUS 


$4,477,922.00 


ASSETS  JANUARY  1,  1900. 

9,117,472.47 


NET  SURPLUS 


1,477,922.00 


^-^P/TAL.  $3,000.0° 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

OLDEST    STOCK    FIRE    INSURANCE    COMPANY    IN    THE    UNITED    STATES. 


Losses  Paid  Since  Org-aiiizatioii,  $95,880,780.00 

Pacific     Department:       Calt/omia,     Oregon,     Washington,    Montana,     Nevada,     Idaho, 
^  '  Arizona,    Utah,  British   Columbia  and  Haivaii. 

\  Office  412  California  St.,  San  Francisco 

JAMES     D.     BAILEYj    General  Agent. 


J.  K.  HAMILTON, 
C.  0.  SCOTT, 
M.  H.  MERRILL, 
A.  E.  BAILEY, 


Special  Agents. 


The  Fidelity  and  Casualty  Company 

OK     ]Si:E"Vsr     YORIv 

ASSETS,  December  31,  1S99 $3,001,1^6  4ft 

Surplus  to  Policyholders l,OO0,!iS3  HI 

f  TIC  11  fori /^  A  •      FIDELITY.— Bonds  of  suretyship  for  persons  in  positions  of  trust. 
ili^UldllLC*      CASUALTY.— Accident,    Plate    Glass,    Steam   Boiler,    Employers'    and    Elevator 

Liability,   and   Burglary. 

orncERs: 

George  F.  Seward,  President;  Robert  J.  Hillas,  Treas.  and  Sec'y;  Henry  Crossley,  Asst.  Sec'y 


S.  C.  rAKDKE,  Manager  and  Attorney 


PACIFIC  COAST  DEPARTMENT 

Mutual    liife    Buildincj 
San    Franoisoo,    California 


The  postal  receipts  of  the  fifty  largest 
cities  in  the  United  States  show  for  Jan- 
uary an  increase  of  10.6  per  cent,  over  the 
same  month  of  last  year. 

All  classes  of  speculative  securities, 
even  the  dividend  variety,  are  at  a  stand- 
still. This  peculiar  condition  of  the  mar- 
kets, in  face  of  the  general  prosperity, 
can  only  be  satisfactorily  explained  by 
the  assumption  that  greasing-  the  wheels 
of  commerce  has  -been  found  a  better 
paying  investment. 


There  will  be  7,500  exhibitors  at  the 
Paris  exposition.  Congress  in  all  has  set 
apart  $1,380,000  for  the  purposes  of  the 
American  commissioners.  The  United 
States  has  now  about  350,000  square  feet 
in  the  eighteen  groups  and  one  hundred 
and  twenty-seven  divisions  of  the  French 
classification,  which  are  in  the  nature  of 
annexes  to  the  exhibit  building  built  by 
the  French  people.  This  increased  area 
is  about  three  times  the  oi'iginal  allotment 
made  by  the  Ffench  government  to  the 
United  States. 


iS^^^^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^&&^S^S> 

ESTABLISHED     1809. 

North  British  &  Mercantile 

INSURANCE    COMPANY 

OF     LONDON     AND     EDINBURGH. 

COMBINED    ASSETS,        ....        $70,325,675   00 

Authorized   Capital $15,000,000  OO 

Net  Fire  Assets 19,169,812  OO 

Invested  in  America  for  benefit  of  United 

States  Policyholders 4-, 380,505  OO 

Yearly    Income    {Fire  only)    over 7,500,000  OO 

Pacific  Department,    2J2    Pine   Street,  :  :  :  San   Francisco 

TOM    C.    GRANT, 

General  Agent. 


Voss,  Conrad  &  Co., 

GENERAL   AGENTS, 

NEW  YORK,  CHICAGO.  SAN  FRANCISCO, 

43  Cedar  Street,  155  La  Salle  Street.  204-208  Sansome  Street 


THURJNGIA  , 

Insurance  Company 

of  Germany. 

FRANKFORT        ^    .      ^    .,    ,     ^  p,  .   r. 

Marine,  Accident  and  Plate  Glass 

Insurance  Co. 

of  Germany. 

THURINQIA  AMERICAN  ^.     . 

Fire  Insurance  Co. 

of  New  York. 

FRANKFORT  AMERICAN  , 

Insurance  Co. 

of  New  York, 

Fire,  Marine,    Individual  Accident,  Plate  Glass,  Steam  Boiler,   Employer's 
Liability,  and  Elevator  Insurance. 
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iS^^,^^^  COAST  KEl'IEir  ADrERT/SI.VG  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^S^^ 

Established  JS53.  THE  Capital,  $2,250,000.00 


losiuirainice   Company 

Assets,  j^II,^Oc;,l87.8l.  ^*  Erfurt,  Germany. 

Cash  and  Capital  Reserve,  $1,8^2,2^0,^7. 


Deposited  in  the  United  States  for  tfie  benefit  of  American 
Policyholders,  $250,000  in  U.  S.  Bonds. 


F.  G.  VOSS,  United  States  Manager,  New  York. 

VOSS,    CONRAD    &    CO.,    Managers 

PACIFIC   DEPARTMENT 

204=208  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


y 


I^RANKF>ORT 


Marine,  Accident,  and   Plate  Glass   Insurance  Company 

Of  Fkankfokt  on  the  Maix,  Gekmant. 
Established  7865. 

CAPITAL,        -        -        SL25O3OOO.OO 

Statement,  Jan.  I,  1898. 
ASSETS. 

Bonds,  Mortgages,  and  Real  Estate $1,138,034  43 

Ciish  on  hand  and  in  banks, 195,218  19 

Premiums  in  course  of  collection, 320,0(58  87 

Guaranteed  Capital, 937.500  00 

LIABILITIES.  $2,590,821   49 

Reserve  for  Outstanding  Claims  and  Reinsurance, $507,741  49 

Capital  Paid  Up, 312,500  00 

AH  other  Liabilities, 41S.S88  43 

Cash  and  Capital  Surplus, ;   .  1.351,691  57 

$2,590,821  49 

UNITED  STATES  BRANCH. 

Gross  Assets, $439,997  96 

Surplus,  including  deposits  in  Massachusetts  for  protection  of  American 

Policyholders,     226,991  55 

The  "Whole  Resources  of  the  Company  are  Pledged  on  every  Policy  Contract. 

VOSS,  CONRAD  &  Co.,  flanagers, 

204=208  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 
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^•^^^I^-^^^^ 


PACIFIC    DEPARTMENT. 


CASH  ASSETS 

$8,228,953.94 

German 


lesMrance 


NET  SURPLUS 

3,946,576.79 

American 


OF    JfJS\F    VORK 


German  Alliance  Insurance  Ass'n 


CASH  ASSETS 
$9,177,235.37 


OP    ISEW    YORK 


e^*  <^^         ti3^ 


NET  SURPLUS 
$4,229,205.56 


Boston  Insurance  Company 


CAPITAL 
$1,000,000.00 


ASSETS 

$3,044,456.96 

GEORGE  H.  TYSON,  General  Agent. 

435  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


NET  SUPLUS 
$1,290,148.43 


MARINE  DEP'T     r.  j.  TYSON.  Manager 


Of  the  $148,453,834— Mexican  money- 
exports  by  Mexico  during  the  last  fiscal 
year,  $103,553,486,  or  nearly  70  per  cent, 
went  to  the  United  States.  For  the  four 
months  ending  Oct.  31  last  the  United 
States  received  $33, 127,951  out  of  a  total 
of  $42,438,972  of  Mexican  exports,  or 
nearly  80  per  cent.,  all  competing  coun- 
tries showing  largely  decreased  percent- 
age of  importation  from  Mexico.  Reduc- 
ing the  value  of  the  exports  to  a  gold 
basis,  at  the  rate  of  2  to  1,  Mexico  had  a 
balance  of  trade  against  the  world  for  the 
fiscal  year  of  1897-8  of  $25,430,760  gold, 
and  for  the  fiscal  year  of  1898-9  of  $23,- 
357,723.     The  republic  is  prosperous. 


France  imported  from  the  United 
States  during  the  year  1899  goods  to  the 
amount  in  round  numbers,  of  $80,000,000, 
as  against  $125,000,000  in  1898.  In  exports 
the  returns  show  $47,250,000  as  against 
$42,000,000  in  1898.  The  large  diminution 
in  the  imports  is  shown  to  be  in  those  of 
wheat  and  flour,  which  fell  on  the  year 
something  more  than  $40,000,000.  In 
1898  France's  imports  from  the  United 
States  exceeded  by  $25,000,000  her  im- 
ports from  England,  which  was  the  second 
highest  on  the  list  with  $100,000,000. 
The  entire  export  trade  of  France  for  the 
year  '99  amounted  to  $780,000,000,  where- 
as that  of  the  United  States  exceeded 
$2,000,000,000. 
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FIRE 


MARINE 


COMMERCIAL   UNION 

ASSURANCE  COMPANY,  Limited. 

OF  LONDON,  England. 


Pacific  Coast  Branch,  Alliance  Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 


Subscribed  Capital,  -  -  ^12,500,000  [  Total  Liabilities, incl.re-insur.  ^17,409,790 
Paid  up  Capital,  -  -  -  1,250,000  \  Cash  Surplus  to  Policyholders,  7,224,485 
Total  Cash  Assets,  Gold,  -  24,634,275  \  Total  Amount  of  Claims  paid,  95,536,726 
Assets  in  the  United  States  held  by  Trustees,         -       $3,808,155.83 

All  Losses   on   the   Pacific    Coast  Promptly  Paia  through  the  Branch  Office  at 
Alliance  Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

C.  F.  MULLINS,  Manager. 

E.  T.  NIBBLING,  Assistant  Manager. 


ALLIANCE 


AssMraoce 
Company 


OF    LONDON.    ENGLAND 

^  '^'-'->'""— '  1824 

Pacific  Coast  Branch,  Alliance  Buildincr,  416-418  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 


LInited  States  Investments. 

Real  Estate  in    San  Francisco 

and  Portland $163,170.00 

United  States  Bonds  in  Oregon 

and  N.  Y 268.200.00 

N.  Y.  City  Bonds 329,250.00 

Invested  and  Cash  Assets    .    23,953,286.00    \    Deposited  in  Banks 45.052.00 

\    Miscellaneous  Assets 45.124.00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders  . 


Statement  of  1st  January,  1899. 

Subscribed  Capital $25,000,000.00 

Cash  Capital  Paid  up     .    .    .      2,750,000.00    \ 


5,482,099.00 


Total $850,71:6.00 


All  Losses  on  the  Pacific  Coast  Promptly  Paid  through  the  Branch  Office  at 
Alliance  Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

C.  F.  MULLINS,  Manager. 

E.  T.  NIEBLINQ,  Assistant  Manager. 

t20) 


i^^^^S^^  COAST  REVIEW'  AD]-F.RTISI\G  DErARTArENT  ^^0^^0^^ 

STATEMENT  SIIOWINO    THE  STANDING    OF    THE 

MANCHESTER 

Assurance    Company,  Of  Manchester. 

(  Organized   1824  ) 

Capital $10,000,000  00   |   Cash  Assets $4,837,345  00 

Capital,  paid  up t,000,000  00   I   Surplus  to  Policyholders  ....    2,464,080  00 


STATEMENT  SHOWING    THE  STANDING    OF    THE 


CALEDONIAN 

Insurance  Company,  Of  JMinhanjk. 

The  Oldest  Scottish  Fire  Office. 

(  Organized   1805) 

Capital $5,000,000  00   I   Assets,  over $10,000,000  00 

Capital,  paid  up 537,500  00   I   Surplus  to  Policyholders  ....       1,879,510  00 


STATEMENT   SHOWING    THE    STANDING    OF    THE 

T 


AMERICAN 

Insurance  Company,  Of  Newark,  N.  J. 


Capital,  Paid  up $600,000  00  |  Cash  Assets $3,009,951  52 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $2,4l6,8r2  46 


STATEMENT   SHOWING    THE    STANDING    OF    THE 


AMERICAN  FIRE 

Insurance  Company,   Of  New  York. 

Capital $400,000  OO   |   Cash  Assets $1,245,758  n 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $?68,}'28  39 


Pacific  Department,  323  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

L.  B.  EDWARDS,   MANAGER. 

THOS.  J.   CON  ROY,  Ass't  Manager. 
BALFOUR.  GUTHRIE  A,  CO.,  PACIFIC  COAST  DIRECTORS. 


R.  DeLAPPE,  S.  F.;   GEO.  A.  CRUX,  Portland;  CHAS.  R.  GILBERT,  Los  Angelex;  J.  0.  PARRISH,  Denver 


j^J^j^f^J^f^  COAST  RFA'IEU-  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


AACHEN  &  MUNICH 


t^mm^g&^^^^^^^^^ 


Fire  Insurance  Company 


Of  Aix  La  Chapelle,  Germany 

Estalilislied  1S25 

CAPITAL $2,250,000.00 

TOTAL  ASSETS 7,223,243.00 

SURPLUS  TO   POLICYHOLDERS 3,865,895.00 

Pacific  Coast  Department 

423  California  Street,  -         -         San  Francisco 

CESAR  BERTHEAU,  Manager 


HANOVER  ^  Ji  J^ 


fire  Insurance  Company 


OF    KEW    YORK 


nUGANIXED    iS5J?. 


«• 


CASH  CAPITAL, 

AssetSf 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,  over 


$1,000,000.00 

$3,076,292,00 
1,700,000.00 


«• 


CESAR  BERTHEAU,  Manager 

423  California  Street,  San  Francisco 


^'^'=§^-§'§  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 


^HR 


eOAST  REVIEW 


FIRE  l/SSaRAAieE 


CHART 


For  1900 


WILL  CONTAIN  MORE  THAN  THE  USUAL 
VARIETY  OF  CONTENTS. 

The  Coast  Review  Fire  Insurance  Chart  is  one  of  the  oldest 
annual  publications  of  the  kind.  It  contains  statistics  not  found 
eleswhere. 

The  edition  for  1900  is  now  under  way,  and  will  be  issued 
earlier  than  usual,  the  special  statistics  which  it  contains  being 
nearly  all  in  hand. 

AMONG  THE  CONTENTS: 

Review  of  Coast  Business. 

Five  Years  Company  Figures. 

Population  of  Coast  Territory. 

Laws  of  Coast  Territory. 

Coast  Business  by  Agencies. 

Coast  Business  by  States, 

Marine  and  Life  Summaries. 
Mutual  Fire  Statistics. 


COAST  REl'IEU'  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


SPECIAL  AGENTS 

AND 

ADJUSTERS  .  .  .  . 


Daily  Expense  Account  Book 

Iv*      Monthly  record  for  the  Vest  pocket 

10  Cents  per  Copy,  3  Copies,  25  Cents. 

PUBLISHED     BY     THE     GOi^ST     REVIEl'^?. 


jt     ORGANIZED    1847.    ^ 


The  Penmi  MiEtuiall  Life  Eosmirainice  Co, 

^37.7^7,980.2^ 


4,996,620.22 


Of  Philadelptiia. 

Assets,  January  1,  1900,         :         : 

Surplus,        "  "     (  ^'A  and  4  per  ct.  basis 

1^  Writes  the  Most  Liberal  Policy  extant. 

HART  <&  W005TER,  Qeeerall  Agents, 

608-609-610-eil-S03  Clans  Spreckuls  Bldg,  San  Pranciscn 


Department  of  the  Pacific  States  and  Territories  of  the 

SCOTTISH   UNION  &  NATIONAL 


Insurance  Company  of  Great  Britain 


This  is  one  of  the  Oldest  and  Wealthiest 
Companies  in  Existence. 


Capital: 
$30,000,000 

Assets  in  the  United  States: 

$4,200,127. 

Surplus  in  the  United  States: 

$1,986.240. 

R.   C.  MEDCRAFTf 

General  Agent. 

31  d  California  Street, 

San  Francisco 

Special  Agents 
T.  J.  A.  TIEDEMANN,  Portland 
FRED  R.  STOVER,  San  Francisco 
HARRY  L.  LQKE,  Salt  Lake  &  Denver 
JOHN  E.  COSGROVE,  San  Francisco 


Organized 


■.\u^TPRr 


18^14 


'^MteTo^^^ 


COAST  KEl'IEiy  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


New  England  Mutual  «^ 


LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


Post  Office  Square 

BOSa^ON,    MASS. 

BENJ.  F.  STEVENS President.    S.  F.  TRULL Secretary. 

ALFRED  D.  FOSTER Vice-President.    WM.  B.  TURNER Asst.  Secretary. 

D.  F.  APPEL,  Superintendent  of  Agencies. 

ASSKTS,  January  1,  1900 $29,844,428.63 

LIABILITIES 26,838,656.66 

SURPLUS $2,70S,77L97 


The  Contract  is  short,  clear  and  concise,  free  from  all  technical  conditions,  and  without  restrictions 
regarding  residence,  travel,  occupation,  or  suicide,  after  two  years. 

Guaranteed  Values  are  endorsed  on  the  Policy,  and  their  payment  to  the  Insured  is  guaranteed  by 
the  laws  of  Massachusetts. 

Annual  Distribution  of  Surplus  is  declared  by  the  Company,  which  may,  at  the  option  of  the  Insured, 
be  applied  either  to  the  payment  of  the  annual  premiums,  thereby  ridudng  the  cost  of  insurance,  or  to  the 
purchase  of  participating  paid-up  additions,  for  which  certificates  will  be  issued,  thereby  i>u'rc«.s«;)(/ the 
amount  of  insurance  and  future  shares  of  surplus. 

Death  Claims  are  Paid  Immediately  upon  receipt  of  satisfactory  Proof  of  Death,  and  the  amount 
payable  under  the  Policy  will  be  increased  by  the  face  value  of  all  outstanding  additions. 

Pamphlets,  and  rates  for  any  age,  sent  on  application  to  the  Company's  Oflice,  or  to 

HENRY  K.  FIELD,  General  Agent, 


MILLS  BUILDING, 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 


FIRE 


MARINE 


NEW  ZEALAND 


lesMraece   Company 

Of  Auckland,  N.  Z. 

UNLIMITED  LIABILITY  OF  SHAREHOLDERS. 

Subscribed  Capital,  $5,000,000  00 

Paid-op  Capital, 1,000.000  00 

Assets, 2,507,002  00 

Assets  in  United  States, 300,000  00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,      ....    $1,527,825  00 

n^^Has  been  underwriting  on  the  Pacific  Coast  over  24 years. 
United  States  Branch  Office  in  Company's  Building, 
J/2  California  Street^       .•       San  Francisco, 
W.  P.  THOMAS,  Manager. 


i^  i^  i^  i^  ^^^  iS 


COAST  RFA-IKW  Ani'ERTISIXG  DEPARTMEXT 


A    LEADING    AMERICAN    COMPANY     • 


1900 


JAS.  NICHOLS,  I'reMdenf 
£.  O.  RICHAnnS,  Secretary 


NATIONAIs^ 


Fire  Insurance  Company 

Of  HARO^KORD 


Capital, 


ASSETS, 


One  Million  Dollars 

$4,906,939.06 


Gomnarative  Progress   ,.„ -™      -JS     ,™.°S 

Tw6ntu  YGars ^**'^ 1,000,000      1,770,303        546,534 

1894 1,000,000  3,597,531  2,430.935 

fA  CIFIC  J) EPA  li  TMEXT  : 

409  California  Street,  San  Francisco 


GEO.  D.  DORNIN, 

Manager 


GEO.  W.  DORNIN, 

Ass't  Manager 


SPRINGFIELD^ 


FIRE  and 
MARINE 


Insurance  Company 


Organized  1849 


Of  Springfield,  Mass. 


ASSETS, 


$4,906,939.06 


Pacijfic  Department,    409  Cnlifornia  Street 


Geo.  D.  Dornin,  Geo.  W.  Dornin, 

Manager  Ass't  Manager 


'5^'=^^-=^'§  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^&S^^^^ 


LANCASHIRE 


Insurance  Company 

^ OF  MANCHESTER,  England 

GRPITRL,  -  $15,000,000.00 

Assets  Invested  in  the  United  States:  $2,390,390,00 


MANN  &  WILSON 


Managers  Pacific  Department 

N.  E.  Cor.  California  and  Sansome  Sts.,  San  Francisco 


■^^ 


PHENIX 


^ 


Insurance  Company, 

of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


CASH  CAPITAL,    SI, 000,000 

ASSETS,    $5,816,560.00       LOSSES  PAID,  over     $60,000,000.00 

EUGENE  HARBECK,  General  Agent  Western  Department, 
205  La  Salle  Street,   Chicago,   III. 

H.     McD.     SPENCER,     state  agent     for   California,  Oregon 
Office  415  Montgomery  St.,  San  Francisco.  Washington,  and  British  ColLmbia. 

GEORGE  J.  WELLINGTON,  Manager  Metropolitan  District. 


Taking  the  entire  year  and  the  five 
islands  or  groups  of  islands,  Cuba,  Puerto 
Rico,  and  the  Hawaiian,  Phillipine  and 
Samoan  Islands,  the  total  for  1899  shows 
an  increase  of  more  than  100  per  cent,  in 
exports  to  those  islands  over  the  year 
1898,  while  the  imports  from  them  show 
an  increase  of  nearly  50  per  cent,  over 
those  of  1898. 


GERlNtANY's  foreign  trade  for  the  year 
just  closed  shows  there  has  been  a  steady 
increase  over  the  trade  of  former  years. 
The  total  increase  of  imports  for  five 
years  having  been,  in  round  numbers, 
$310,500,000,  and  of  exports,  $182,000,000. 
In  1899  Germany's  import  trade  amounted 
to  $1,374,000,000,  and  the  export  trade  to 
$1,038,000,000. 


'^^'^^^'^  COAST  REMEIV  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^S^^^S^ 


ATLAS 


Assurance  Company 


London,  England. 


Assets,  over 


$10,000,000.00 


PACIFIC     COAST     BRANCH  : 

Nos.   309-311   ©ansome   Street  ©an   Francisco. 

FRANK  J.  DEVLIN,  Manager 
T.  H.  PALACHE,  Ass't  Manager 


BOARD     OF     DIRECTORS: 

GILBERT   PALACHE, 

HENRY   F.   ALLEN, 

GEORGE   A.   NEWHALL. 


HENRY  F.  ALLEN,  Agent,  202  California  Street,  S.  F. 

SPECIAI^  AGEIVTS  Ali^D  ADJUSTERS: 

WM   MAXNISG,  E.  K.  THOMPSON,         W.  W.  JJiVERSON,  W.  W.  CLEVELAND,         C.  E   SCHLINGHETDE 


UNION 


CasMalty  and 


Simrety  Compamiy 


-Of  St.  Louis. 


'~\ 


^    Cash  Capital,  $250,000,     Losses  paid,  oVer  $2,500,000  ^ 

^GGide^t,  liealtl;,  apd   plate  Class 

^  Insurance. 

most  Ciberal  Occident  Policies, 

l^ealtb  Policies  eovering  i<^  Diseases. 

C^"  Lowest  Bates  on   PLATE  GLASS  Insurance. 

We  Want  GOOD  AGENTS  Throughout  the  Pticific  Coast. 

W.   LOftlZft  &  GO.,   General  AoentS,  216  Sansome  St.,  San  Francisco. 


i3:=^^iS^^,  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 


THE 


Norwich  CInion 


)V^" 


Organized 


FIRE   INSURANCE   SOCIETY 


Ol^    :\OR\VICM.    ENGLJIJ^D 


ASSETS $6,562,578.00 

LOSSES    PAID 58,000,000.00 


Pacilio    IJepartment. 


W.    H.    LOWDEN  Manager, 

J.  L.  FULLER,  Assistant  Manager 
314  CALIFORNIA  STREET  =  -  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


A  LI  Ft  INSURANCE 
COMPANY.... 

That  will  protect  and  advance  agents 
That  will  promote  in  the  order  of  merit 
That  issues  mutual,  profit-sharing  policies 
That  issues  all  modern  forms  of  policies 
That  guarantees  values  and  leaves  none  in  doubt 
That  combines  income  to  insured  with  protection 
That  has  a  successful  record  of  twenty-one  years 
That  has  a  ratio  of  admitted  Assets  to  Liabilities 
of  1.30 

Such  a  €(>tnpuny  is  .  .  , 

TiJE  FIDELITY 

^  .MUTUAL 
LIFE  INSURANCE  CO. 

L.  G.  FOUSE,  PRESIDENT 

Write  for  Agency  Terms  and  Territory  to 

ALEX.  Mcknight,  vice  President 

P.  0.  Drawer  1636,  Philadelphia 


Apply  for  Agency  to 

GEO.  A.  RATHBUN,  General  Manager 
Rooms  1,  2  and  3,  Fifth  Floor 
Mills  Building,  San  Francisco 


In  view  of  the  falling  oflf  in  the  exports 
of  breadstuflfs  and  the  heavy  gain  in  im- 
ports, the  excess  of  exports  over  imports 
for  the  month  of  January  in  value  of 
$41,793,955  is  remarkable.  Compared 
with  a  year  ago  exports  increased  in 
value  $2,029,484,  despite  a  falling  off  in 
exports  of  domestic  food  products,  cotton, 
cattle  and  mineral  oils  of  over  $10,000,000. 

OF  COUBSE 

Every  Advertisement  in 
The  Coast  Review  is 

AN  INVITATION 


BEGIN  THIJIS 


to  apply  fur  ail  Agency. 
But  it  is  only  courtesy  to 

'■'■If  you  arc  not  represented 
here,''''  or,  '^If  you  contem- 
plate making  any  change 
here.''''  And  you  might  men- 
tion the  Coast  Review  with- 
out offending  anybody. 


i3^^^^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^S^S^S^S^S^ 


fiOMB 

Insurance  Connpany  of  New  York 

PRINCIPAL    OFFICE 

n9   BROADWAY,   N.  Y. 

Ninety-third  Semi-Annual  Statement 
January,   1900. 

Cash  Capital $3,000,000  00 

Reserve  Premium  Fund 4,^81,073  00 

Reserve  for  Unpaid  Losses  and  Otlier  Claims 79^,386  S4 

Net  Surplus 4,631,9^6  41 

$12,808,395  95 
Surplus  as  regards  Policyholders.... $7,631,936  41 

DANIEL  A.  HEALD,  President. 

JOHN  H.  WASHBURN,  )  ^.      presidents     THOMAS  B.  GREENE      |  Secretaries 
ELBRIDGE  G.  SNOW,     j- Vice-Frebiclents.    aREUNAH  M.  BURTIS,  j"  ^eci etaues. 

HENRY  J.   FERRIS,     )    .  _    Secretaries   \  WfLLIAM  H.   CHENEY, 
E.  H.  A.  CORREA,       f  ^^=''^-  secretaries,  -j  preDERIC  C.   BUS  WELL. 

H.  ly.  ROFF,  General  Agent,         .         .         .        California  and  Nevada, 

A.  G.  RIDLING  and  J.  J.  SHEAHAN,  Special  Agents, 

2IO  Sansome  Street,        -        San  Francisco. 

J.  D.  COLEMAN,  General  Agent,     .     Department  Pacific  Northwest. 

JNO.  H.  BURGARD,  Special  Agent, 

250  Stark  Street,         .         .  Portland,  Oregon. 

A.  F.  GARTNER,  Special  Agent  (Eewiston  Block),  Butte,  Montana. 

G.  C.  HOLLOWAY,  Special  Agent,       .       .       Los  Angeles,  California. 

JUNIUS  YOUNG,  Special  Agent,  .       .         Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

HUGH  CRAIG,  Metropolitan  Manager,  |  210  Sansome  Street, 

GEO.  M.  MITCHELL,  City  Agent.         j  San  Francisco. 

Losses  Paid  since   Organization  over  $72,000,000 

FIRE,   LIGHTNING  and  TORNADO  INSURANCE. 
Agencies  in  all  Py-incipal  Cities  and  Tmons  in  the  United  Slates. 


THE  HOME  has  a  well  organized,  competent  and  experienced  force  of  General 
and  Special  Agents  resident  in  the  Pacific  Coast  States,  ensuring:  prompt  res])onse  to 
the  neods  atid  fociuiroments  of  its  Agfonts  and  the  insuring  public,  and  immediate 
attention  to  the  adjustment  and  payment  of  losses. 


• '^  V^  i^  i:^  iS  iS 


COAST  REP'!EIF  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 


The  Only  Pacific  Coast  Life  and  Accident  Company.       *       *       * 


Security 
Liberal   Ternrjs 
Profitable    fjetarrjs 


GEO.  A.  MOORE,  President 

J.  N.  PATTON,  Secretary 

SAMUEL  M.  MARKS,  Ass'T  Secretary 


Home  Office  Buildinq 


v..\X\V\N\\\\S\N\NN.\N\Vn\V» 


THE  PACIFIC  MLITGAL 


Life  I/nsura/nce  CoMPAMg 


vN\\\\\\\\V\N\\\\\\\\\\N\\\\\\>^\\N\\\\NN\\\\\\XVv\\\\\\\\\\\\\^^ 


Best  and  Safest  Legal  Organization 
for  Policyholders.      * 


Organized  1868        *        *       *       * 

Claims  Paid,  over  SI 0,000,000 


LIFE   POLICIE5==Combining  protection  with  Investment 

ENDOWMENT   BONDS==Producing  Specified  Returns 

ANNUITIES 

ACCIDENT  POLICIES==Superior  in  benefits  and  conditions 


KILGARIF   ^  BEAVER,    General  Agents  Life  Dept   for  California 
F.   W.  VOOGT,    Pacific  Coast  General  Agent  Accident  Department 


PACIFIC    MUTUAL     BUILDING, 
N.  E.  Cor.   Montgomery  and  Sacramento  Streets 


San   Francisco 


^^iSiS^iS  COAST  REVIEIV  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 

THE  MERCHANTS' 

(  pipg  )  INSURANCE    COMPANY,   OF    NEWARK,  N.   J. 

Organized  1858. 

Capital ^  400,000  00 

Assets ; I  ,yoo,i^6  oo 

Surplus  to  Policyholders  .  .  : 80^,828  00 

GIRARD 


^  ^"^^  ^  FIRE    AND   MARINE    INSURANCE    CO.   OF  Phila. 

Organized  1853. 

Capital $    ^00,000  00 

Assets 2,oy8,i68  oo 

Siirpliis  to  Policyholders i ,o)o,ooo  oo 

UNITED  STATES 

^  ^"^^  '  FIRE  INSURANCE   CO.    OF   NEW  YORK. 

Organized  1834. 

Capital ^  2^0,000  00 

Assets    y^4,ig6  oo 

Surplus  to  Policyholders 4yy,68^  oo 

Marine  Insurance  Co.  Ld 

OF    LONDON,  ENG. 
(   MARINE   ) 

Organized  1836. 

Capital  ( $^,000,000.00  )  Paid-up $      goo,ooo  oo 

Assets 6,p4,86^  or 

Surplus  to  Policyholders ^,11^,^61  62 

N.   E.  Cor.  California  and  Sansome  Streets,    San   Francisco. 

G.  W.  McNEAR,  WILLARD  O.  WAYMAN, 

general  agent,  manager. 

Territory  Covered: 

California,    Oregon,  Wasuington,    Alaska,    British    Columbia,    Idauo,    Utau,    Montana 

Arizona,    Hawaiian   Islands. 


•Xi  i^  iSs -^  :^  :^ 


COAST  RElTF.n-  ADl'ERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


EDWARD    A.  TEMPLE,   President 


A.  C,  STILSON,  Secretary 


BeinRGr&  JL^ifo  J\&&ocieition 

DEIS     MOINEIS,     IOWA. 

Organized  July  1,  1S79 

TWENTY-FIRST    ANNUAL    STATEMENT 

For  the  year  1S99.     Published  Jan.  2,  1900. 


Total  Assets $       3,831.141.31 

In  State  Insurance  Department  .   .   .         2.695,667.42 

Insurance  In  Force      129,366,000.00 

Insurance  in  Force  in  California  .    .        4.342.000.00 
Tota  Paid  Beneficiaries  to  date     .   .        4.539,582.07 


Expense  of  Management  per  $1,000  Ins.,  1899  .   1.81 

Death  Rate  of  1899 6.62 

Death  Losses  Proven  and  Unpaid None 

Bonds  and  Mortgages  Due  and  Unpaid None 

Designated  Depository  Banks 4.007 


EDWARD  F.  DELQER,  5tate  Agent. 

Room  313  Claus  Spreskels  Building,  S.  F- 


t^"Only  Companies  in  California  having  a  Special  Deposit  for  the  Protection  of  California  Policyholders. 


KIREl! 


WBSTBRN  MAKINE! 


ASSURANCE   COMPANY 


Of   Toronto 

HON.  Geo.  a.  Cox, 


President 


Incorporated    1851 

J.  J.  Kenny,     -     -    Vice-President 


Assets  in  United  States $1,854,554.94       Surplus  in  United  States $     663,087.97 

Income  in  United  States  in  1899  .   .   .    1,702,388.97        Losses  paid  in  U.  S.  1874  to  1899  inclusive  18,683,418.51 

WESTERN    DEPARTMENT,  -  -  DENVER,    Colorado. 

BRITISH  j^MBRICA 

ASSURANCE     COMPANY 

Of  Toronto  Incorporated  1833 

Hon.  Geo.  a.  Cox,     -     President     |      J.  J.  KENNY,     -      -     Vice-President 

Assets  in  United  states .   .$1,315,2,53.29        Incoine  in  United  States  in  1899  .   .    .   .81,148,276.62 

Surplus  in  United  States  for  1899 $484,872.89 

WESTERN     DEPARTMENT,  -  -  DENVER,     Colorado. 


High  Buildings  a  Nuisance. — The 
supreme  court  of  Massachusetts  in  a  de- 
cision lately  rendered,  has  sustained  the 
constitutionality  of  an  act  limiting  the 
hight  of  buildings  in  a  part  of  the  city  of 
Boston.  The  position  taken  by  the  court 
is  that  "It  is  purpresture,  which,  while 
not  in  a  strict  and  narrow  sense  a  public 
nuisance,    is  in  the   nature   of  a    public 


nuisance,  is  sometimes  called  a  public 
nuisance,  and  in  equity  is  to  be  dealt  with 
as  a  public  nuisance."  This  is  better 
than  trying  to  prove  that  high  buildings 
are  unsightly  or  unsanitary  or  an  infringe- 
ment upon  the  rights  of  adjoining  prop- 
erty owners.  It  means  all  these  and 
establishes  a  precedent. 


fS^iSiSj^iS  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^&&^&^ 

TRANS  A  TLANTIC 

Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Hamburg,  Germany. 

ASSETS, $2,931,380  00 

LIABILITIES, 1,034,290  00 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS, $1,907,090  00 

CASH  ASSETS  IN  U.  S. 780,812  00 

^.  CARUS  DKIFFIELD,  Manager,  II.  DANKER,  Ass't  Manager. 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT: 
213    SANSOME    STREET,  -  -  SAN     FRANCISCO. 

I  IN  ^LINE  WDTH  THE  TAMES ....  I 

^  No  opportunity  is  overlooked  for  the  improvement  of  vj> 

*  UNION  MUTUAL  POLICIES.     They  are  kept  » 

jjj  ThoroMglhlly  Modem  Dim  PrlvMeges  | 

J  OenMSmiefly  Protective  m  Reseflts  J> 

^  EXTENDED  INSURANCE  WITHOUT  DEDUCTIONS.  $ 

fl>  INCONTESTABILITY  WITHOUT  RESTRICTIONS.  W 

fl>  BOTH  POLICYHOLDERS  AND  AGENTS  FAIRLY  TREATED  ALWAYS.  W 

I  Union  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  .mZ^nZ  | 

/»\  Good  Territory  Ready  for  FRED  E.  RICHARDS,  President  \»/ 

^j>  Good  Agents  ARTHUR  L.  BATES,  Vice  President  ^{? 

^JV     Exclusive  Territory  may  be  /    Ulrn     n     I  FflX/lTT     CiPnPrM    Anpnt    ^  ^^^  California   Street    \f/ 
/|V  had  upon  application  to  \    "III.  VJ.   LLnVli   I,  UOIIOI  ai    7iyoill    ,  San  rraticisro,  Cal.         yl^ 

S.  ^         ^     ^^^^  ,'* 


STANDARD 


ACCIDENT 
INSURANCE 
COMPANY 

OF  DETROIT,  MICH. 
Incorporated   1884 


FERRY,  PR^SIDCNT.  . 
LEONARD,  SECRKTAMV. 
MAYBURY,   MNG     DIHECTOII. 


LIABILITY, 
PERSONAL 
ACGIDENT 

AND 

SICKNESS 
INSURANCE 


C.  F,  BRIGGS, 

Supt.  Pacific 
Coast  Departm't, 

3rd  Floor  Mills  BIdg., 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  Cal. 


Cash  Capital,  $250,ObO.OO 


iS^^^^^,  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 

Union  Assurance  Society 

OF  LONDON 

Established  A.  D.  1714 

Subscribed  Capital  .    .  S2, 250,000.00  Gross  Assets $16,822,675.00 

Surplus  to   Policyholders $4,000,000.00 

Law  Union  &  Qfown  Insurance  Co^ 

OF  LONDON 

Established  A.  D.  1854 

Subscribed  Capital  .    .  $7,500,000.00  Gross  Assets $21,751,010.00 

Surplus  to   Policyholders  .    .  $2,800,000.00 

CATTON,  BELL  &  CO.,  General  Agents, 

406-^iO    California    Street,  San  rrandsco 

INSURANCE  IN  FORCE— $75,000,000.00  ASSETS— $23,700,000.00 

The 


^QERMANIA 


LttFE  DnsMrance  Compaoy  of  New  York 

Persons  dcsirma  INSURANCE  ON  THEIR  LIVES  will  best  serve  their  own  interci<tii  hu  caUiuo  in 
person  on  the  mnnaacrs  of  the  above  Reliable  Old  Company,  or  hy  addressinn  them 

by  letter,  giving  age. 

5^^"  Good  Contract  and  Territory  for  Resident  Agents. 


Rooms  19,  20,  21,  22,  24 

4th  floor,  Mills  Bldg.,  San  Francisco 


W.  A.  JACOBS  &.SON, 

MANAGERS. 


Mexico's    i-evenue  for  the  fiscal  year  half  may  be  awarded  to  foreign   competi- 

1898-9  is  placed   at   $00,139,213,    and    the  tors:     which    means  much    for    the    man 

expenditures  at  $53,499,542,  thus  showing  ever  in  the  lead — the  hustling  Yankee, 
a  surplus  of  $0,639,671. 

The  attempt  to  establish  the  beet  sugar 

The  Italian  government,    through    its  industry  in  Victoria,  Australasia,  cost  the 

state   railway  department,   is  at   present  colonial  government  something  over  $300, - 

trying  to  place  with  car  manufacturers  in  000  in  subsidies  and  the   shareholders  of 

the  United  States  orders  for  200  passenger  the  company  a  total  loss  of  $160,000. 
cars  and  some   1.000  freight   cars.     Two 

new  railroad  lines  are  to    be    built.     For  Germany's  imports    from    the  United 

the  undertaking  111   locomotives   are  re-  States  during  the  year  1899  amounted  in 

quired,    458  passenger  cars,    56  baggage  round    figures    to    870,000,000    marks    as 

cars,  3, 050  freight  cars,  and  4  automobiles.  against  480,000,000  in  1895.     Thus  during 

Half  of  this  equipment  must  be  furnished  three  years  the  imports  have  increased  by 

by  home   manufacturers,   but   the   other  390,000,000  marks. 


'.^  -^  -.^  '.S  v^  t^ 


^•^•^I^-^-63« 


L' 


ASS 


CORPORATION  Established  1720 

Invested  in  the  United  States,  $1,716,701.00 


NORTHERN  ASSURANCE 


COMPANY  Established  1836 

invested  in  tlie  United  States,     =    $2,565,145.00 


f  acifio    Coast    IDepartm.eiit : 


GEORGE   F.    GRANT,   Manager 


221   SANSOME  STREET,  San  Francisco 


PACIFIC  SURETY  COMPANY 


OF 

CALIFORNIA. 


Paid-up  Capital,         :         $250,000  00         Surplus  as  to  Policyholders,     $295,000  00 

Ji^°"  Guarantee  and  Casualty  Surety  on  Bonds. 

Bonds  of  Suretyship  ixsuccl  on  behalf  of  persons  holding  positions  of  trust.        We   also    act    as    snrify  on 

Bonds  required  in  Court  Proceedings. 

^  STEAM  BOILER  and  PLATE  GLASS  INSURANCE. 

DIi;ECTOUS:---Geo.  C.  Perkins.       James  Moffit,       H.S.Crocker,       J.L.Moody,        Albert  Miller,       AVni.  Clilt, 

H.  L.  Davis,        J.  L.  N.  SUepard. 

WALLACE  EVERSON,  President  JOHN  BERMINGHAM,  Vice-Pres.  A,  P.  REDDIHG.  Secretary 

Heatl  Office  32tj  Moiitfromery  St..  SAN  FR.\NCISCO.  ^^  Correspondence  solicited  witti  responsible  agents. 


IKSURANCE     COMPAMY 

OF  Boston,  Mass. 
Organized  1818. 

Capital $300,000.00 

Assets 649,157.43 

Surplus  to  Policyholders.  .     476,040.98 


JVIEl^CANTmE 

FIRE   AHU    MARIIsIE    lIslS.    CO. 

OF  Boston,  Mass. 

Organized  1823. 

Capital $400,000.00 

Assets 661,628.35 

Surplus  to  Policyholders.  .     503,463.50 


BAGGS  &  STOVEL,  General  Agents 

411  Cal,ifornia   Street,  San  Francisco 


BAQLEY  LIBRARY 

FOR  SALE 

The  Insurance  Books  of  the  late  Wm.  H.  Bag- 
ley  for  sale  at  a  Bargain.  Good  chance  for  bright, 
young,  Special  Agent. 

...MAKE  AX  OFFER... 

Library  includes  one  of  the  six  complete  sets 
of  Coast  Reviews  from  1872. 

Address,  Coast  Review  Office. 


THE    COAST   REVIEW    BUREAU. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  so  many  letters 
asking  for  information  about  companies, 
associations  and  societies  and  their  con- 
tracts, that  we  have  concluded  to  make  a 
department  or  bureau,  to  which  inquiries 
will  be  referi-ed.  Correspondents  seek- 
ing- information  as  to  the  condition  and 
reputation  of  any  insui-ance  company  or 
association  are  requested  to  address  the 
Coast  Review  "^Bureau,"  and  inclose 
postage  for  a  reply. 


COAST  REVIEIV  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


The  Washington  Life  Insurance  Company, 


OF     NEW    YORK. 

\N.  A.  BREWER,  President,  E.  S.  FRENCH,   Vice-Pres. 

.  $15,500,000.00 
.   32,000,000.00 


ASSETS, 

PAID  TO  POLICYHOLDERS, 


85,  86,  87  and  88, 
Chronicle  BIdg., 
San  Francisco. 


\  l:F~  To  energetic  liusincss  pnidiicers  a  No.   1 

AGENTS    1  Territory     Especially  liukiial  tkrms.    Every 

....  ^i-i-crr^  I  I  facility  afforded  for  obtaining  business.    IN 

WANTED  !j  suKE  BIG  MONEY.      Si'Lendid  opportunl- 

j  ties  for  first-class  Insurance  men. 

Address  at  once: 

HOWARD  PERRIN,  General  Manager 
State  of  California, 


C.  L.  FAY,  General  Agent,  Washington  Bldg.,  PORTLAND,  Or. 


I FE,    *    *    *    * 

Endowment^ 
and  Accident 
Insurance 
HE  /ETNA  LIFE  Ins.  Co., 

Of  Hartford,  Conn.,  grants  Policies  con- 
taining every  desirable  feature.  Refer- 
ence, its  numerous  patrons.  Address  the 
Cornpany  for  Insurance  or  an  Agency. 


Largest   Company  in    the    World 

Writing  Life  and  Accident   Insurance 


H.  B.  Houghton,  Manager 

PACIFIC     COAST     AGENCY 

Safe  Deposit  Building,  San  Francisco,  Cal 


JOHN   H.  STEVENS,     Metropolitan   Agency 

Accident  Department. 


F'RUSsiAN  National. 


InstirariGe    Gompany 

OF     GERMANY 


CAPITAL, 


$2,250,000.00  ASSETS,       - 

United  States  Branch  315  Dearborn  St.,  Chicago. 


$3,962,334.20 


THEO.  W.  LETTON,  Gen'l  Manager  HENRY  J.  HOUGE.  Ass't  Manager 

W,  LOAIZA  &  CO.^     State  Agents,     216  Sansome  St. 

JOHN  A.  PRINSEN,   Special  Agent. 


SURETY  ON   BONDS. 

AMERICAN  SURETY  COMPANY  of  new  york. 

IIHXKY    IJ.    i  VAX  A  A',    T'rcsident. 
STATEMENT,   Decembpr  31,  1899. 
RESOURCES,  including  Capital,  $2,500,000.00  :  $5,207,985   21 

LIABILITIES,  including  Reserve,  $  614,619.41  :  862,610  4-9 

Bonds  issued  for  Employes,  Administrators,  Guardians,  and  in  Judicial  Proceedings 
SAN  FRAy CISCO  Ji0.4Kl>.— SAMUEL  G.  MURPHY,  Kesident  Vice-Pres.; 
Levi  R.  EUert,  James  B.  Stetson,  Adam  Grant,  Thos.  Brown,  Arthur 
Kodgers,  P.  N.  Lilienthal,  Henry  L,.  Dodge,  James  R.  KeUy,  Edward 
B.  Pond. 

JAMES  R.   GARNISS,  MANAGER,  ]  OFFICE: 

C.  A-  Shuhtleff,  Res.  A.s.st.  Secy.      >      219  SANSOME  STREET, 
Geo.  L.  Seybolt,  Inspector  )  SAN  FRANCISCO. 


iSiS^i^iS^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DErARTMENT  S^S^S^^^-^ 

INCORPORATED   1852. 

Milwaukee  Mechanics' 

INSURANCE     COMF-AIMY 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin. 

CASH  ASSETS 152,568,997  00 

SURPLUS 1,682,719  00 

TOTAL  LOSSES  PAID   . 7,355,053  00 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT:   410  California  St,  San  Francisco. 

L.  L.   BROMWELL,  Manager. 

^m\t  life  ^Jusuranre  CHnnipainj 

OF   NEW  YORK. 
GEO.  £.  IDE,  .       .       President. 

Assets 111,348,859  12   I  Net  Surplus $  1,203,278  42 

Dividend  Endowment  Fund  .         626,713  00   |   Insurance  in  Force 49,258,697  00 

Liberal  contracts  and  good  territory  will  be  given  to  reputable  agents  who  can  show 
a  good  record. 

W.  H.  DUNPHY  &  SON,  Managers, 

Offices,  in  The  Emporium,  Market  St.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Tlhe  Capital,         .         $1,500,000.00 

Umited  States        [  Assets,  .      .    3,500,000.00 

Surplus,        .  1,750,000.00 


Fidel  3ty 


THE 

J.    D.   MAXWELL  CO., 

GENERAL    AGENTS. 

HOME   OFFICE:  < 

South-West   Corner  Caluert  &  German  Streets  PAUL  M.   NIPPERT,  Manager 

BALTIMORE,  M.  D.  WM.   RIGBY.  attorney. 

PACIFIC   COAST  DEPARTMENT 

JS       Franklin  Fire  Insurance  Company 

\i^id                                              OF  PHILADELPHIA           IXCOPPORATED  182' 
^irk  Surplus  to  Policyholders $1,550,150.00 

WM   V/illiamsburg  City  Insurance  Company 

(©^  ©]^  OF  XFW  YORK  IXrORPOPA  TED  IX  lsr,3 

^^  Surplus  to  Policyholders $1,336,798.00 

WMl  ED.  E.  POTTER f  General  Manager 

3'J2    JHuntiioniary    Street,  Sun   Frfincisco. 

Fn^lirftnCf  handsomely  printed  and  bound.  Every  Intelligent 

niSUI  alll^Cf  In.surance  Man  can  read  it  with  profit.    Fire,  Life 

A      T'fkxf     f^firilf  and  Casualty  Insurance  discussed  by  over  forty  of 

M      t  CAL    UUUn    ..  .                                        the  ablest  men  in  the  business. 

For  Sale  at  this  Office.    Price,  $3.50  Compiled  by  WM.  A.  FRICKE 

This  is  a  splendid  work  of  over  1,000  pages,  ^or  Sale  at  The  Coast  Kevieiv  Office. 


^iSiSi3^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^Si'^^^S^ 


CapitaFand  Accumulations, 


$2,482,426.00 


^^'■'"■■'  «£j 


til 

OF  HAMBURG,  "''i^^f^S'^pi^    GERMANY. 


THAMES  I  MERSEY 

Marine    Insurance    Company,    Limited, 

Of  Liverpool,  London  and  Manchester. 


CAPITAL  SUBSCRIBED  ....    $10,000,000 

Capital  Paid  Up $1,000,000 

Reserve  Fund,  in  addition  to  capital  .   .     2,250,000 


WM.  GREER  HARRISON. 


Manager 
305  California  Street 


San  Francisco 


Sub-Agencies  at  all  the  principal  Pacific  Coast 
ports  and  at  Horiolulu 


BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN 

Marine   Insurance    Company,  Limited. 
Of  Liverpool. 


Capital  Subscribed $6,700,000  Gold 

Capital  Paid  Up 1,340,000  Gold 

Reserve  Fund,  in  addition  to  Capital, 

$3,000,000 

BALFOUR,  GUTHRIE  S  CO. 

General  Agents 
316   California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


A.  H.  Small,  Manager. 


EMPLOYERS  LIABILITY 

(Limited)  Assurance  Corporation °|^g°ianr 

Head  Office  for  U.  S..  71   KILBY  STREET, 
Boston.  Massachusetts. 

APPLETON  &  DANA.  Managers  and  Attorneys 
for  the  U.S. 

ACCIDENT  POLICIES  of  all  kinds  at  Very  Low  Hates 
Employers'  Liability  Policies,  indemnifying  Employers 
against  claims  for  Accidents  to  Employes.  Individual. 
Fidelity  Bonds  and  Accident  Policies.  AVorkmen's 
Itendit  Policies.  Velilcle  Insurance.  General  Liability 
Policies  on  Buildings.    Elevator  Insurance. 


CHAS.  J.  OKELL  &  CO.,  -  General  Agents 

407  CALIFORNIA  STREET.  San  Francisco. 


The  Mutual  Benefit 

LIFE  INSaRAMCE  CO., 

NEWARK.    N.   J. 

AMZl  DODD,    --------    -     President. 

ASSETS  (Market  Values)  .)an.  1,  l'.:00  .  .  .  ,S70.4(iC,400  40 
LIAlilLITIES,  N,  J.  and  N.  Y.  Standard  .  .  04,840,707  24 
SURPLUS 5,025,093  22 

THE  NEW  POLICY  CONTRACTS 

OF  THE 

MUT?UALa    BHlNElFia^ 

CONTAIN 

Special    and   Peculiar  Advantages 

Whieii  are  not  corul)ined  In  llie 
POLICIES  OF  ANY  OTHER  COiVlPANY. 

JAMES  MUKSELL,  Jr*,  Manager. 

50S  California  St.,  cor.  Mongonitcry,  S.  F. 


I:^  ^=^  iS  i^  i^  iS 


COAST  KET/Eir  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


Jlitierican 

fire  Insurance  Co.- 

OF  PHILADELPHIA 


Svea-^ 
Insurance  Qompany 

OF  GOTHENBERG,  8  WEDEN 


OR.GAKIKB1D     A.     D,    .ISIO  )    Assets $0,138,133  51 

Ji.eserve<l  cajtltal  secured  hy  l/onds    }i, 133,333  33 

The  First  Joint  Stock  Fire  Insurance 

Company  in  the  United  States  j  $s,'J7i,404  S3 

Deposited  iritji    State    Treasurer 

Assets $  !i,710,7!iS  OO  ?  ^y  Connectieut $'J00,000  OO 

Losses  x>aid  since  orfjanization,  $19,000,000  OO  )    j^^  hands  of  U.  S.  Trustees,  over  .  $100,000  OO 


Jigricultural  Insurance  Company 


t5    15 


WATEBTOWN,  NEW  YORK 

Assets $'J,ii91,508  OO 

Surplus  to  Policyholders l,Ofi5,S03  OO 

EDWARD  BROWN  &  SONS,  General  Agents 

411%  California  Street,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


INSURANCE 
OFFICE 

OK     LONDON 

189  Years  of  Active  Business 

Oldest  Purely  FIRE  INSURANCE 
Office  in  the  World ^ 


Cash  Assets, 
Net  Surplus, 


$11,500,000 
6,400,000 


Pacific  Department  2J5  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


wiNFiELD  s.  Davis,      J.  B,  F,  DAVIS  iSc  SOI\,  Gcti'l  Agents, 

Burt  L.  Davls, 
Carl  A.  Henry. 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT  Embraces:     California,  Nevada,  Utah,  Arizona,  Oreg-on, 
Washington,  Idaho,  Montana,  Hawaiian  Islands,  and  Alaska. 


i^^'^'^-^'^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMEXT  ^^^^^S* 

THE  IMPERIAL  INSURANCE  COMPANY,  Ltd 

OF    LONDON. 

Instituted    A.    D.    1803. 
CASH    ASSETS,  -  -  $9,362,920.00 

Forty-one  Years  in  Business  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 


THE  LION  FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY,  lt'D 

OF    LONDON 
Establislied  A.  D.   1879 

CASH  ASSETS,  -  -  $1,108,095.00 


PACIFIC    BRANCHES:      205  and    207    Sansome   Street,  San   Francisco 

WM.  J.  LilNDERS, 

Resident  Manager. 

The  Connecticut  Mutual 

Life  Insurance  Company. 
1846-1900 


In  the  fifty-four  years  of  its  work  almost  98  per  cent,  of  the 
premiums  paid  by  policyholders  have  been  paid  over  to  their  benefici- 
aries or  returned  to  them.  What  has  been  so  returned  and  what  is 
held  for  the  protection  of  present  policyholders  as  net  or  ledger  assets 
aggregates  $263,502,899.67:  127.57  per  cent,  of  the  total  premiums 
received. 

These  results  have  been  accomplished  at  an  average  expense 
rate  of  only  8.9  per  cent. 

It  is  an  unmatched  record;  and  The  Connecticut  Mutual 
is  as  thoroughly  prepared  for  the  good  work  of  the  future  as  it  has  at 
at  any  time  been  for  that  of  its  unequaled  past. 

Jacob  L.  Greene,  President.  Herbert  H.  White,  Sec'y. 

John  M.  Taylor,  Vice-Pres't.  Daniel  H.  Wells,  Actuary. 
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Cash  Capital, 

Assets,    January  1,    1900, 


$1,000,000  00 
$3,884,381  08 


WM.  J.  DUTTON,  President.     BERNARD  FAYMONVILLE,  Vice-President 


LOUIS  WEIKMAini 

Secretary 


J,  B.  LEVISON  2d  Vice-Pres. 
and  Marine  Secretary 

STEPHEN  D.  rVES 

General  Agent 


n* 


FIREMAN'S  FUND  1 


Home    Office,   Company's  Building: 

S.  W.  corner  California  and  Sansome  Sts.,  San  Francisco. 


Central  Department 

Manager, 

157-159  LaSalle  St.,  Chicago 

Southeastern  Department, 

EDGAR  S.    WILSON,    Manager, 

Macon,  Georgia 


Eastern  Department, 
CHAS.  W.  KELLOGG,  Manager, 
^:.^■     Mason  Building,  Boston 

Atlantic  Marine  Department, 

JOSEPH  HADLEY,  Manager 

72  Beaver  Street,  New  York 
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The  Great  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  the  World. 


Gross  Assets 
$56,356,332 


■ 


Assets  in  U.S. 
$9,703,581 


ESTABLISHED    1836 


ENTERED  U.  S.  1848 


The  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  United  States  Branch  on  the  31st  of  December,  1898,  in  accordance  with 
the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York,  is  as  follows: 

ASSETS $9,703,581.65 

LIABILITIES 4-,857,665.56 

SURPLUS $4,845,916.09 

As  an  illustration  of  the  Company's  practice  in  maintaining:  its  Assets  in  the  United  States  in  years  of  excessive 
loss,  the  following  figures  may  interest  policyholders : 

Year.  Assets  Jan.  1.  lucoinc.  Expenditure.  Excess  of  Expenditure. 

f871    $3,054,361  $3,163,901  $5,122,653  $1,958,752 

1872    3,640,450  3.733,101  4,448,999  751,898 

1873 4,163,290 

Thus  showing  Excess  of  Expenditure  in  the  two  yeaxa  of $2,710,650 

And  Increase  of  Assets  in  the  same  time  of 1,110,939 

Progress  of   the   United    States    Branch  :— Net  Fire  Premiums:    1848,   $4,519;  1858,    $471,988; 
1868,  $1,739,620;  1878,  $2,422,126;  1888,  $3,928,010;  1898,  $4,979,422. 

LOSSES.— The  amount  paid  in  satisfaction  of  Fire  Losses  in  the  United  States  in  the  coiirse  of  51  years  is  5(74,824,91 8. 
This  large  sum,  in  coQJunction  with  the  growth  of  the  Company's  business,  evinces  the  confidence  of  the  public  and  th0 
faithfulness  with  which  the  Company's  losses  are  adjusted  and  paid. 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT  ESTABLISHED  1852.  CHAS.    D.    HAVEN,    Resident  Secretary. 

Chief  Office,  4^)i  California  Street,  San  Francisco.  C.  MASON  KINNE,  Assistant  Secretary. 

SPECIAL    AGENTS: 
ED.  G.  SPROWL,  R.  G.  BRUSH,  JOHN  W.  GUNN.  FRED.  L.  HAVEN,  THEO.  SUMMERLANO 
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PHCENIX 

INSURANCE     COMPANY 


OF     HARTFORD 


Cash  Capital 
$2,000,000.00 


Assets  Jan'y  1, 1900 
$5,523,649.70 


HE^BEI^T    FOLaGEI^,    ]V[anager 


DIXWELL  HEWITT.    Asst.    Manager 


325     GALaIFORNIA     STRRRT, 

San    Ki'ancisoo. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADJ'ERTISING  DEPARTMEXT 


PHCENIX  ASSURANCE  COMPANY— PROVIDENCE-WASHINGTON  INSURANCE  CO. 


Phoenix 

Assurance 

Company 


Of  London 

Established  1782 


Providence- 
Washington 
Ins.  Co. 


Of  Rhode  island 

Incorporated  1799 


BUTLER  &  HALDAN,    General  Agents  for  Pacific  Coast 

B.  C.  Dick,  Agency  Superintendent 
41^  California  Street  :  San  Francisco 

Helvetia,     Swiss    fire  insurance  company 

OF    ST.    GALL 

CAPITAL,         ....        $  2,000,000.00 
Losses  Paid  since  organization,     1 1,635,487.00 

OWISS     iVia.rine     insurance  Companies  Combined 

CAPITAL,      .      .      .      $4,ooo,ooOoOO 


SYZ  dc  CO.,    General   Agents 

301  California  Street,  :  :  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
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■THE  PENNSYLVANIA 

FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY  of  Philadelphia. 


\ 


Incorporated  1825 


>S^\ 


ASSETS, 

January  Jst,  1900: 

$5,175,306.00 


NET  SURPLUS, 

January  Jst,  J  900: 

$2,181,845.00 


One  of  the  OLDEST  and  STRONGEST  Fire  Insurance  Offices  in  the  liiiite.l  States. 

Office  Pacific  Coast  Department:      508-10  CALIFORNIA   ST.,  San   Francisco. 

T.  EDWARD  POPE,  Manager. 

R.   »  .  OSHORN,  Assistant  Manaijer.         HOMKR  A.  CRAIG,  Gentral  Adjuster. 

SPECIAL  AGENTS:— Chester  Deering,  J.  H.  Clinkscales,  Volney  Howard,  S.  P.  Mesick. 


Hamburg  -  Bremen 

FIRE    INSURANCE    COMPANY 

OF  HAHBURG,  GERMANY  ORGANIZED  1854 


Capital  and  Acciim illations         -          -  $3,000,000.00 

Assets  in  the  United  States,  Jan.  i,  1900  1,524,546.63 

Surplus  *'              "            "              "          "  544,867.51 

losses  Paid  in  the  United  States,  over  12,000,000.00 


RUDOLPH  HEROLD,  Jr., 

General  Agent  Pacific  Department 
HARRY  C.  BOYD,  415  California  Street 

Assistant  General  Agent.  San  Francisco 
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*\k)Q#pY4to«v;9Q\v;9 


"s^WW 


l^-The  MAGDEBURG 
FIRE  INSURANCE 
COMPANY 
transacts 
NO  Marine, 
Life  or  Accident,  but 
Fl  RE  Insurance 

Business  ONLY. 


MAGDEBURG 

FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


OF     MAGDEBURG.    GERMANY 


Capital $      3,750,000.00 

Assets  January  i,  1899 8,108,481.48 

Prem.  Income  since  organiza'n  (54  yrsj  170,352,752.39 
lyosses  Paid  since  organization  (54  yrs)  113,205,839.50 
Assets  United  vStates  Department    .  .  919,089.58 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT:      QUTTE  &,  FRANK,  Managers, 


303  California  Street,   San   Francisco. 


Magdeburg  Fire  Ins.  Co., 

OF     NEW    YORK. 

Assets    .  .  . $287,048.83 

GUTTE   &,   FRANK,   Managers, 

303  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


Willielma  of  Magdeburg 

General   Insurance  Company 

(  MARINE.  ) 
AssKTS,  January  i,  1899, $9,813,751.45 

1  Associated  Assurance  Companies,  Ld. 

Munich  Assurance  Co.,       Alliance  Assurance  Co. 

0/  MiiniSi  (LM)  Of  Berlin  (LM) 

JOINTLY  and  SEVERALLY  LIABLE. 

Assets,  January  i,  1899, $10,454,215.21 


^'  These  Marine  Com- 
panies insure  Vessels, 
Freiglits,  Cargoes,  Treas- 
ure, Profits,  Registered 
Mail  and  Express  Matter, 
to  and  from  all  parts  of 
the  World,  and  make 
their  Policies  payable  at 
places  required  by  as- 
sured. 


GUTTE    &,    FRANK,    Managers, 

303  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 
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ORGANIZED    A.   D.   1817 


Fire  Association 


OF     PHILADELPHIA. 


)i?6,280,028.00 


STATEMENT   OF  ASSETS,   JANUARY    1st,    1900. 

Gross  Assets  --_-__ 

Policyholders'  Surplus     ----- 

WESTERN     DEPARTMENT, 

CHICAGO.   ILL. 

OFFICE,  171-173  Jackson  St.,  Royal  Insurance  Bldg^ 

T.  C.  SHANKLAND     .   .  State  Agent  for  California,  Arizona,  Nevada  and  Hawaiian  Islands. 

TXT/^  i-v  T5T^Ti,T=.T^o  i>  T  •*     ^  .         .  2  lo  S  aH  80016  S  trcc  t .  S  A  N  FRAN  CISCO ,  Cttl . 

JNO.  D.  RICHARDS  .   .   .  Manager  city  department.  ^ 

t:.  J.  LOUIS Special  Agent  for  California.  Arizona  and  Nevada. 

F.  J.  ALEX.  MAYER.  .   .  State  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  PORTLAND,  Ore. 

DAN.  L.  WEAVER.  .   .   .  Special  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  SPOKANE. 

F.M.AVERY Special  Agent  for  Colorado,  Wyoming,  Montana,  Utah  and  Idaho,  DENVER, Colo. 


W.  H.  CUNNINGHAM.  Manager. 
HENRY  W-  BUSH, 
J.  M.  BECK, 


Ass't  Managers. 


Financial  Standing,   January  I,   1900,  of  the 

Philadelphia  Underwriters 


COMPOSED    OF    THE 


Insurance  Co.  of  North  America 

FOT'XDFT).   A.  T>.  1792 

CASH  CAPITAL $  8,000,000  00 

Total  Assets 9,2U5,0H~  00 

Total  Liabilities,  except  Capital     4, .598, 2.56  00 


Fire  Association    of    Philadelphia 

FOUXDEII,   A.    D.   1817 

CASH  CAPITAL $    .500,000  (10 

Total  Assets      6,280,028  00 

Total  Liabilities,  except  Capital  .    4,749,492  00 


Surplus  as  to  Policyholders  .    .   $4,696,781  00 
COMBINED     ASSETS, 
SURPLUS  TO   POLICYHOLDERS, 


Surplus  as  to  Policyholders    .    .  $1,530,636  00 
$15,575,065  00 
$  6,227,417  00 


Western  and  Pacific  Coast  Defaktment,    (  W.  H.  CUNNINGHAM,  Manager 


Chicago,  Illinois. 


Henkt  W.  BrsH, 
J.  M.  Beck, 


Ass't  Managers 


T.  C.  SHANKLAND,  State  Agent  for 

California,   Arizona,    Nevada   and   the   Hawaiian  Islands. 

John  D.  Richards,  Manager  City  Department. 

219  SANSOME  STRFET,      ------      SAN  FRANCISCO. 

F.  J.  ALEX.  MAYER,  State  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  Portland,  Ore. 
DAN.  L.  WEAVER,  Special  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Wa.shington,  SPOKANE. 
F.  M.  AVERY,  Special  Agent  for  Montana,  Utah  and  Idaho,  Denver,  Colo. 
E.  J.  LOUCS,  Special  Agent  for  California,  Nevada  and  Arizona. 
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Insurance  Company 

XEW   VORIv 

HENRY  B.  STOKES,   President 

^    * 

TUB   SEW  POLICY  OLARAXTEES 

EXTE\DED   I\SLRA\CE 

PAID=L'P   VALUES 

A\D 

LOAyS  AT  5.% 

AGf.vrS   WAXTED  IX  rXOCCUPIED  TERRITORV 
JOHN  LANDERS,  Manager  S.  W.  Pacific  Dep't.  '2W  Montgomery  St.,  S.  F. 

HEALTH    AND    ACCIDENT    INSURANCE 

-I "'%  ^-^^^ 

PMIXEAS  C.  LOrXS£rET.     /     /^y    ^/^  ^^^^^^^^  KIMBALL  V.  ATWOOD, 

OF    NEW    VORK. 

ASSETS,  December  3h  1899 $  779.385.45 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders 365. 124.30 

CLAIMS  Paid,  oier 3,000.000.00 

HEALTH  and  ACCIDENT  POLICIES. 
The  Best  Insurance  The  Easiest  Insurance 

FOR  BUSINESS  and      ;  FOR  AGENTS 

PROFESSIONAL  A\EN  j  TO  SELL 

tS'  Liberal  Commissions  and  Renewal  Contracts  to  Good  Men. 

Address — 
Pacitic  avist  Department.  THOS.    QCDW!N, 

MILLS  Building 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  i^laiTiager. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISISG  DEPARTMEST 


National  Life 

Insurance  Company 

MONTPELIER,       -        -       VERMONT 
CHARLES  DEWKY,  President.  OSMAX  D.   CLARK,  Secretary. 


INSURANCE  IN  FORCE,  January  i.   1900    .    .    .  189,890.026  00 

ASSETS,  Januan-  1,  1900 17,738,861  25 

LIABILITIES,  January  i,  1900 15.863,938  34 

SURPLUS,  Vermont  and  New  York  Standard  .    .  1,874,922  89 


THE  NATIONAL  has  done  a  continuous,  successful  business  for  fifty  years.  Its 
policies  of  LIFE.  TERM,  ENDOWMENT  and  ANNXTTY  INSURANCE  grant  solid 
protection  on  mutual  plans. 

NO  RESTRICTION  on  residence  or  travel. 

INCONTESTABLE  after  two  years  from  date  of  issue. 

CiUARANTEES  endorsed  cash,  loan,  paid-up  and  extended  insurance  values. 

AUTOMATICALLY  NON-FORFEITABLE  after  three  years. 

INSURANCE  ISSUED  IN  1899,  $17,738,861.28. 


G.  M.  STOLP.  General  Manager. 

82-84  New  Crocker  Building.  San  Francisco.  Cal. 
A.  D.  WALKER.  General  Manager. 

Fidelit)  Trust  Company  Building.  Tacoma.  Wash. 


GEORGE  D.  ALDER.  General  Manager. 

204  McCormack  Block.  Salt  Lake  City.  Utah. 
C.  M.  SMITH.  General  Manager. 

Hennessey  Building,  Butte,  Montana. 


STOCK    COMPANY    INCORPORATED    186A 

Home  Mutual 

Insurdnce  Co 


....OF  CALIFORNIA.... 


financial  standing  of  the  company  on  january  7,  7900; 

Assets $965,559-34 

Liabilities 349,630.99 

Surplus  Funds  for  Policyholders  .  $615,928.35 

Capital  (fully  paid  in  gold  coin) 300,000.00 

Net  Surplus,  over  Capital  and  all  Liabilities  $315,928.35 

HOME  OFFICE:    Company's   Building,  318   California   St.,  San  Francisco 


W.M.  J.  DUTTON,  President 


F.  \V.  LOUOEE,  Vice  President 
FRANKLIN  BANGS,  Ass't  Secretary 


STEPHEN  D.  IVES,   Secretary 
GEO.  STEEL,  Marine  Secretary 


»AAAAAAAA^A^AAAAA^A^^^^^^^^^^^^W^»/WW^^^^VW»^ 
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London  &  Lancashire 


•A 


Fire    Insurance    Company, 


Of  Liverpool,  E/it^ 


Subscribed.  Capital, 

Cash  Assets, 

Assets  in  United  States, 


$10,637,500 
7,183,600 
2,815,688 


Norwalk  Fire  Insurance  Co*t 


Of  No>-U'aiIc,   Connect ict<t. 


Capital,    .     $200,000.00        Assets,    .     $540,354.00 


English  -American 
Underwriters^ 


Assets, 


$3,356,042 


The  State  Fire  Ins*  Co*^  L'd^ 

Of  Liverpool,  England. 

Capital,  .... 

Assets  in  United  States, 


$5,000,000 
320,957 


The  Netherlands  Fire  Ins*  Co*, 


Of  The  Hague.  HoUami . 
ESTABLISHED     1845. 


Capital, 

Assets  in  United  States, 


$1,600,000 
631,367 


PACIFIC     COAST     DEPARTMENT, 
315     Montgomery    Street.  :  :  :  :  San   Francisco. 

WlVl.    MACDONALD,  Manager, 

D.  E.  MILES,   Ass't  Manager. 


:3^^^^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^S^S^^^^ 


Provider^l^avir^g^  ^i|e 

OF*  WEZW  YORK. 

Edward  W.  Scott. Fhcsi dent. 

SuCCE  SSruL    AcENTS.AND  GvENTuE  MC  N    SCEKINC;   RcmunE  RAT  IVE    BUSINESS     CoNNECTiONS. 

"•yiAV    Apply    to  the   Head   Or  riCE.OR  amy  of  The.  Societ  y's  Generhl  A&eni't  s. 

CARL    C.    GROSS, 

Manager  for  CALIFORNIA  and  NEVADA. 
Rooms  709=13  Claus  Spreckels  Building. 

flarket  and  Third  Sts.,  San  Francisco. 


Writing  Large  Lines  of  Desirable  Business 


PALATINE 

INSURANCE  CO.,  Ud, 

Of  Alaiichester,  Eiiir-lmnl. 

Resources,  Security  to  Policyholders,  over     =  $9,300,000.00 

United  States  Branch  Assets,  Jan.  i,  1900  -      2,637,777.00 

Net  Snrplus  in  United  States       -  -       .  -         -  598,207.00 

CIIAS.  A.  LATON,  Mana^^er  Pacific  Coast  Department 

439  California  Street        =        Safe  Deposit  Building        =        San  Francisco 

LOCAL   BOAKU   OF  DIRECTORS: 
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Following  are  a  few  expressions  in 
favor  of  The  Coast  Review  Manual,  by 
Agents  and  Managers : 

It  is  a  great  help. 

It  is  certainly  perfection. 

Contains  information  not  to  be  obtained  from 
any  other  source. 

I  could  not  well  do  without  it. 

I  find  within  its  pages  a  vast  amount  of  useful 
information. 

I  have  never  seen  any  other  manual  that  would 
give  the  local  agent  as  much  intelligent  aid. 

We  keep  it  ready  at  hand,  referring  to  it  often, 
using  it  as  an  authority. 

It  is  the  best  instruction  booh  for  agents. 

I  note  many  items  of  advantage  to  me,  and  for 
which  I  have  looked  in  vain  elsewhere. 

The  best  book  of  the  kind  published. 

It  is  easily  understood. 

Most  complete,  concise  and  clearly  written  book 
of  the  kind  I  have  ever  seen. 

Gives  required  information  better  than  all 
"compact"  books  combined. 

Had  I  the  Coast  Review  Manual  when  I  first 
commenced  the  business  I  would  now  know  a 
great  deal  more  about  insurance  and  have  saved 
the  companies  and  myself  a  great  deal  of  cor- 
respondence. 

Exactly  fills  a  long  felt  want. 

Diagrams  and  general  arrangement  specially 
helpful  for  ready  reference. 

The  names  of  the  writers  of  the  foregoing 
have  already  been  printed  in  these  columns. 


THE  LAW. 

Plaintiff  left  her  house  to  go  to  a  health 
resort  for  a  few  weeks.  Held,  not  a  vacancy 
in  law. 

Insured  having  left  the  policy  in  the 
hands  of  her  agent  is  bound  by  his  act  in 
surrendering  it  without  authority. 

Policies  were  concurrent  which  included 
only  a  part,  where  they  were  concurrent  as 
to  the  particular  property  and  as  to  time. 

The  insured  is  bound  by  the  limitation  of 
agent's  authority  where  such  limitation  is 
directly  or  indirectly  brought  to  his  notice. 

The  applicants  for  insurance,  it  trans- 
pired, were  not  sole  owners,  though  they 
thought  they  were,  by  virtue  of  an  executory 
contract  to  convey  to  them.  Therefore,  they 
could  not  maintain  an  action  to  recover. 

Arson  has  just  been  defined  by  the 
United  States  district  court  for  Iowa. 
Charles  Cohn,  charged  with  firing  a  house 
occupied  by  him  as  a  store,  fled  to  Canada. 
Extradited,  he  applied  for  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  contending  that  the  treaty  clause 
covering  arson  meant  only  the  burning  of  a 
dwelling.  The  court,  holding  that  arson 
includes  the  burning  of  a  store  as  well  as  a 
dwelling,  refused  the  writ.  It  is  said  that 
this  point  was  raised  for  the  first  time,  in 
this  Iowa  case. 
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Our    Digest    of    Recent    Insurance    Decisions. 

FIRE. 
Redemption.  Where  a  moi-tg-ag-or  who 
had  insured  the  property 
wrote  on  the  policy  to  further  secure  the 
debt,  "loss,  if  any,  payable  to  the  mort- 
gagee, the  mortgagee  cannot  recover  on 
the  policy  when  the  buildings  were  burned 
after  foreclosure  and  sale  to  the  mort- 
gagee for  the  amount  of  the  mortgage, 
but  before  the  equity  of  redemption  ex- 
pired. Plaintiflf's  (the  mortgagee's)  rela- 
tion to  the  policy  was  merely  that  of  a 
creditor  of  the  mortgagor,  who  was  the 
party  insured.  (Sec.  2541,  Civil  Code.) 
By  the  foreclosure  proceedings  and  the 
sale  to  plaintiff  of  the  mortgaged  prem- 
ises for  the  full  amount  of  the  debt  and 
judgment  the  debt  was  fully  extinguished 
and  plaintiff  was  no  longer  a  creditor 
or  mortgagee  of  Porter,  the  mortgagor. 
Redemption  is  effected,  not  by  the  pay- 
ment of  the  former  debt,  which  no  longer 
exist,  but  by  payment  of  the  purchase 
price  at  the  judicial  sale,  which  may  be 
much  less  or  much  more  than  the  former 
debt. — Reynolds  v.  London  &  Lancashire 
Ins.  Co.,  Cal.  S.  C. 

Contract.  A  person  may  become  bound 
by  a  contract  which  another, 
without  authority,  has  assumed  to 
make  in  his  name,  by  knowingly  ac- 
cepting its  benefits,  or  by  failing  to  repu- 
diate it  after  he  has  full  knowledge  of  all 
the  facts. — German  Ins.  Co.  of  Freeport 
V.  Emporia  Mut.  L.  &  S.  A'ssn,  P.  R. 
J094. 

Ratification.  In  the  absence  and  witli- 
out  the  knowledge  of  H., 
the  ])laintiff's  assignor,  hfs  wife  procured 
additional  insurance  on  the  property  cov- 
ered by  the  policy  sued  upon  herein, 
which  contained  a  provision  rendering  it 
void  if  additional  insurance  should  be 
procured  without  the  insurer's  consent 
indorsed  thereon;  and,  after  loss  of  the 
insured  property  by  fire,  H.  received  the 
benefits  of  the  additional  insurance. 
Held,  that  acceptance  of  the  benefits  of 
the  unauthorized  act  was  a  i-atification 
thereof,    relating  back    to  its    date,    and 


binding  H.  and  the  assignee  to  the  same 
extent  as  if  he  had  himself  procured  the 
additional  insurance. — Same. 

Forfeiture.  Where. a  policy  of  fire  insur- 
ance is  forfeited  by  the  acts 
of  the  insured  after  part  of  the  premium 
has  been  earned,  the  entire  premium  is 
treated  as  earned,  and  its  subsequent 
collection  by  the  insurer  is  not  a  waiver 
of  such  forfeiture. — Same. 

Incumbrance.  Where  an  application  for 
insurance  was  made  upon  a 
printed  form  furnished  by  insurance  com- 
pany, and  paragraph  reading,  "the 
aforesaid  premises  are  not  incumbered  by 
mortgage  or  otherwise,  to  exceed  the  sum 
of  $  .  .  .  "  was  not  completed  by  the 
applicants  filling  the  blank,  it  was  neither 
an  assent  nor  a  dissent  to  the  fact  of  the 
existence  of  an  incumbrance. 

LIABILITY. 

Hernia.  A  case  involving-  the  question 
if  hernia  was  an  accident  within 
the  meaning  of  the  workmen's  compensa- 
tion act,  1897,  was  heard  recently  in  Lon- 
don, on  appeal  from'  the  Leeds  county 
court's  decision  which  found  for  the  in- 
jured workman.  Thi-ee  years  prior  to 
the  present  injury  the  man  had  suffered 
from  rupture  and  had  undei'gone  an 
operation.  He  then  remained  under 
treatment  in  an  infirmary  some  six  weeks' 
when  he  was  pronounced  perfectly  cui^ed. 
Since  that  time  he  had  done  ordinary 
laborer's  work  continuously.  On  the  day 
of  his  injury  he  was  lifting  some  pieces  of 
timber  that  had  frozen  together.  At 
about  four  in  the  afternoon  he  was 
brought  down  to  his  knees  while  lifting 
the  timbers.  He  was  sent  to  an  infirmary 
and  at  first  treated  for  injury  to  the  back. 
A  few  days  thei-eafter  it  was  discovered 
that  he  was  suffering  from  a  rupture, 
which  was  in  the  same  place  as  the  former 
one.  The  lower  court  found  that  the 
rupture  was  in  fact  caused  by  the  lifting 
of  the  timber  and  not  by  some  other 
cause,  and  that  it  was.  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  an  injury  by  acci- 
dent arising  out  of  and  in  the  course  of 
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the  applicant's  employment.  The  counsel- 
ors for  the  employers  who  appealed,  con- 
tended that  this  was  not  a  case  of  an  ac- 
cident at  all,  and  therefore  was  not 
within  the  act.  An  accident  implied 
something  unforeseen,  something-  out  of 
the  ordinary  course  of  the  workmen's 
employment.  Here  the  man  was  merely 
moving  timbei"  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
his  employment.  While  argument  was 
proceeding  the  case  was  referred  back  to 
the  trial  judge,  so  that,  after  taking 
further  evidence,  if  he  thought  fit,  he 
might  arrive  at  a  full  finding  as  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  occurrence. 

State  Agent.  A  state  agent  of  an  insur- 
ance company  authorized  to 
api)oint  local  agents  is  presumed,  in  the 
absence  of  evidence  to  the  contrary,  to 
have  authority  to  contract  as  to  their 
compensation. — Employers'  Liability  As- 
sur.  Co.  V.  Morris  (Colo.  App.)  21. 

Renewal  Cominis-        In  an  action  by  an  in- 
sions.  sui-ance  agent  for  com- 

mission on  a  renewal  pol- 
icy, where  defendant's  testimony  merely 
denied  that  plaintifl:''s  agency  was  exclu- 
sive, and  did  not  deny  that  he  was  en- 
titled to  commissions  on  renewals,  a  ver- 
dict for  plaintift'  will  be  sustained. — Same. 
In  an  action  by  plaintift"  as  a  duly 
authorized  agent  of  defendant  insurance 
company,  plaintift'  was  relieved  of  the 
necessity  of  proving  his  appointment, 
where  defendant  admitted  it. — Same. 

LIFE. 

Estoppel.  Insured  held  estopped  to  deny 
or  assert  the  invalidity  of  its 
agent's  act  in  modifying  a  condition  of  an 
application  and  policy  in  violation  of  their 
provisions. — Cole  v.  Union  Cent.  Life  Ins. 
Co.  (Wash.)  08. 

Extending  Credit.  Where  an  insurer's 
genei-al  agent  modified 
the  condition  of  an  application  for  insur- 
ance, and  of  the  policy  subsequently 
issued,  which  required  full  prepayment 
of  the  premium  as  a  precedent  condition, 
by  accepting  a  portion  of  the  premium, 
and  extending    GO   days'    credit    for    the 


balance,  in  violation  of  the  terms  of  the 
policy  subsequently  issued,  the  insurer  is 
estopped  to  deny  the  acts  of  such  agent, 
or  to  assert  the  invalidity  thei'eof, 
although  the  policy  subsequently  issued 
prohibited  modification  of  its  terms,  save 
b^'  a  written  agreement  signed  by  its 
president  or  seci-etary,  of  which  con- 
ditions the  insured  was  not  informed 
when  he  made  his  application,  and  his 
agreement  as  to  premiums.— Same. 


Misrepresentation  and  Fraud. 

FOKFErri'ltE      WAIVKD      BY       ADJUSTMENT — COLO- 
KADO    DECISION. 

In  April,  1896,  a  lai-ge  portion  of  the  city  of 
Cripple  Creek  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Among 
the  sufferers  was  the  plaintiff  in  this  case,  who 
was  there  engaged  in  business  as  a  wholesale 
and  retail  liquor  dealer.  He  was  absent 
from  his  place  of  business  at  the  time  of  the 
fire,  being  in  a  distant  part  of  the  city,  and 
upon  his  retui'n  found  his  house,  and  appar- 
ently all  of  the  contents,  destroyed.  Cover- 
ing his  stock  of  goods,  furniture,  and  fixtures, 
he  held  a  policy  of  insurance  to  the  extent  of 
$1,000  in  the  defendant  company.  Within  a 
few  days  after  the  loss,  the  defendant's  agent 
visited  Cripple  Creek  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
quiring into  and  adjusting  the  losses  of  the 
company.  In  the  meantime  the  plaintiff  had 
found  and  recovered  a  small  part  of  his  stock, 
to  the  value  of  about  $(53,  which  had  been  re- 
moved from  the  building  and  escaped  destruc- 
tion. At  the  request  of  the  defendant's 
agent,  the  plaintiff  brought  to  him  the  bills 
for  the  original  purchase  of  the  goods;  and 
also  his  bank  account,  showing  his  receipts 
from  sales,  so  as  to  determine,  as  nearly  as 
possible,  the  amount  of  stock  destroyed. 
After  investigating  these,  the  loss  for  which 
defendant  was  liable  was  finally  agreed  upon 
between  the  agent  and  plaintiff"  to  be  *S.")4.9G. 
This  involved  some  reduction  from  the  amount 
which  plain-tiff  thought  he  ought  to  receive, 
by  reason  of  some  disagreement  between 
them  as  to  the  value  of  certain  articles,  and 
also  as  to" the  amount  of  freight  which  had 
been  paid  upon  them  originally  by  plaintiff. 
However,  they  finally  agreed  upon  the  amount 
we  have  stated.  Thereupon  the  agent  made 
out  the  pi-oofs  of  loss  for  plaintiff,  fixing  the 
amount  at  the  sum  agreed  upon,  and  these 
proofs,  including  the  claim  for  such  sum, 
were  signed  and  sworn  to  by  the  plaintiff.    It 
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was  further  agreed  between  them  that  the 
company  would  pay  the  claim  immediately, 
instead  of  waiting  the  length  of  time  which 
it  could  have  done  under  the  provisions  of  the 
policy,  and,  in  consideration  of  this  immediate 
payment,  plaintiff  agreed  to  discount  his  bill 
two  per  cent.  Thereupon,  at  the  request  of 
the  agent,  the  plaintiff  surrendei'ed  to  him 
his  policy,  and  also  signed  a  receipt,  which 
appears  to  have  been  upon  one  of  the  blank 
forms  used  by  the  company,  in  full  of  all  de- 
mands upon  the  company.  Within  a  few  days 
thereafter  the  agent,  upon  his  return  to  his 
home  and  principal  ofiBce  at  Pueblo,  mailed  to 
the  plaintiff  his  draft  upon  the  company,  pay- 
able at  sight,  for  the  sum  of  $837.87,  being  the 
amount  at  which  the  loss  was  adjusted  and 
which  the  agent  had  agi-eed  to  pay,  less  the 
discount.  To  this  draft  was  attached  the  re- 
ceipt of  plaintiff.  Shortly  afterwards,  and 
before  the  draft  was  presented  for  payment, 
the  agent  received  some  information  which 
led  him  to  believe  that  the  plaintiff  had  re- 
covered other  property  than  that  which  he 
admitted,  thus  reducing  his  loss  very  consid- 
erably. He  thei-eupon  directed  his  company 
to  refuse  payment  of  the  draft,  which  it  did. 
Plaintiff  then  commenced  this  suit  to  recover 
the  sum  at  which  the  loss  had  been  adjusted, 
and  which  the  agent  had  agreed  to  pay. 

The  only  portion  of  the  answer  to  which  it 
is  necessary  to  refer  is  the  allegation  that  the 
policy  contained,  among  other  things,  a  condi- 
tion that  it  should  be  void  if  the  insured 
"concealed  or  misrepresented,  in  writing  or 
otherwise,  any  material  fact  or  circumstance 
concerning  said  insurance  or  the  subject 
thereof,  or  in  case  of  any  fraud  or  false  swear- 
ing by  said  insured  touching  any  matter  re- 
lating to  said  insurance  or  the  subject  there- 
of, either  before  or  after  a  loss";  that  this 
condition  had  been  violated  by  the  plaintiff 
knowingly,  willfully,  and  with  the  intent  to 
deceive  and  defraud  the  defendant,  i-epre- 
senting  and  stating  to  defendant  that  his  en- 
tire stock  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
and  all  of  his  fuimiture  and  fixtures,  wei-e 
burned  and  destroyed,  except  the  few  articles 
to  which  we  have  referred,  of  the  value  of 
$63,  and  certain  goods  stolen,  of  the  value  of 
$35,  when  in  truth  and  in  fact,  just  prior 
to  the  fire,  plaintiff  had  removed  from  his 
place  of  business  certain  stock,  of  the  value  of 
several  hundred  dollars,  and  that  these  were 
not  destroyed  by  the  fire. 

A  number  of  assignments  of  error  upon 
which  defendant  relies  ai'e  based  upon  the 
theory  and  contention  that,  under  the  allega- 


tions of  the  complaint,*  the  action  was  upon 
the  policy  of  insurance.  To  refer  to  and  dis- 
cuss them  in  detail  would  necessitate  the  in- 
sertion in  full  in  this  opinion  of  the  voluminous 
pleadings.  In  the  view  which  we  take  of  the 
case,  this  is  not  necessary,  and  would  serve 
no  useful  purpose.  We  think  the  defendant 
is  Wrong  in  this  contention.  The  complaint, 
as  we  view  it,  states  a  cause  of  action,  upon  a 
specific  promise  to  pay  after  the  adjustment 
of  the  loss.  This,  without  further  reference, 
disposes  of  all  the  errors  predicated  upon  that 
contention. 

The  loss  having  been  adjusted,  and  the 
claim  therefor  compromised,  at  a  specific  sum, 
and  the  defendant  having  agreed  to  pay  this 
sum,  the  right  of  defendant  thereafter  to  in- 
sist upon  a  forfeiture  of  the  policy,  by  reason 
of  any  breach  of  its  conditions,  was  waived. 
Wagner  V.  Insurance  Co.,  143  Pa.  St.  338,  22 
Atl.  885;  Smith  v.  Insurance  Co.,  62  N.  Y.  85; 
Godchaux  v.  Insurance  Co.,  34  La.  Ann.  235; 
Insui-ance  Co.  v.  Chestnut,  50  111.  112;  Insur- 
ance V.  Archdeacon,  82  III.  236;  2  Wood,  Ins.  § 
450.  As  said  by  the  court  in  the  first  cited 
case:  "In  such  a  case,  the  action  is  not  upon 
the  policy,  but  upon  the  agreement  to  pay. 
Neither,  in  such  case,  can  it  set  up  a  breach 
of  vyarranty,  or  of  any  of  the  conditions  of  the 
policy  in  defense,  for  adjusting  the  loss  and 
promising  to  pay  it  is  a  waiver  of  all  breaches 
on  the  part  of  the  assured,  and  of  all  defenses 
which  might  have  been  made  except  for 
such  waiver.  A  breach  of  warrantj-,  or  of  any 
condition  in  the  policy,  must  be  insisted  on 
when  the  claim  is  made,  and  before  an  agree- 
ment to  pay  the  loss  has  been  made.  In  other 
words,  after  an  adjustment  or  compromise  of 
the  claim,  it  is  too  late  to  impale  the  plain- 
tiffs on  any  of  the  sharp  conditions  sometimes 
found  in  policies  of  insurance." 

Even  if  it  be  true,  therefore,  as  contended 
by  defendant,  that  plaintiff  falsely  reported 
as  lost  goods  which  were  not  lost,  this  would 
not,  under  these  circumstances,  serve  to 
wholly  defeat  a  recovery  by  plaintiff.  Proof 
of  such  fact  would  only  go  to  the  extent  of  re- 
ducing the  recovery  of  plaintiff  by  the  amount 
of  the  value  of  the  goods  so  reported  lost,  but 
not  lost. 

Defendant  strenuously  insists  that  a  num- 
ber of  the  instructions  of  the  court  were 
erroneous.  In  the  view  which  we  take  of  the 
character  of  the  action,  as  we  have  stated, 
we  must  agree  with  him.  The  trial  court  im- 
properly gave  several  instructions  based  upon 
the  theory  that,  in  the  trial  of  this  action, 
defendant  could  insist  upon  an  entire   forfei- 
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ture  by  proof  of  a  breach  of  the  condition  in 
the  policy  to  which  we  have  referred.  If  de- 
fendant had  prevailed  in  thea(;tion,  we  would, 
because  of  these  instructions,  have  been  com- 
pelled to  reverse  the  judgment.  The  instruc- 
tions, however,  although  erroneous,  were 
without  prejudice  to  the  defendant.  They 
were  wrongfully  in  his  favor.  The  only  ques- 
tion to  be  tried  was  whether  by  mistake  or 
fraud  the  defendant  had  been  induced  to 
promise  payment  for  a  greater  loss  than  that 
which  had  been  settled.  To  whatever  extent 
this  could  have  been  shown  by  defendant,  it 
was  entitled  to  have  deducted  from  the 
amount  svhich  it  had  promised  to  pay.  This 
was  a  question  of  fact,  to  be  determined  by 
the  jury,  and  there  was  sufficient  in  the  in- 
structions to  place  this  properly  before  the 
jury.  There  was  evidence  tending  to  show 
that  the  plaintiff  had  saved  goods  which  were 
embraced  in  his  proofs  of  loss,  but  the  plain- 
tiff swore  positively  to  the  contrary.  The 
jury  evidently  believed  his  statement,  and 
rendered  a  verdict  in  his  favor  for  the  full 
amount  claimed.  The  evidence  was  conflict- 
ing, but,  there  being  sufficient  to  sustain  the 
verdict,  it  must,  under  a  well-settled  rule,  be 
upheld  by  this  court.  These  views  do  not 
conflict  with  Insurance  Co.  v.  Barker,  6  Colo. 
App.  535,  41  Pac.  513,  cited  by  defendant,  and 
wherein  it  was  said,  with  reference  to  the 
facts  of  that  particular  case  :  "The  acts  of  the 
adjuster  in  fixing  the  amount  of  loss  could  not 
be  in  anything  regarded  as  a  promise  to  pay 
or  a  recognition  of  the  validity  of  the  claim." 
In  that  the  loss  was  fixed  or  adjusted  by  an 
"independent  adjuster,"  who,  even  if  he  had 
been  specially  authorized  so  to  do,  neither 
impliedly  nor  otherwise  promised  payment. 
On  the  contrary,  as  rebutting  every  presump- 
tion of  any  such  promise,  it  appears  that  the 
adjuster,  at  the  time  of  the  adjustment,  dis- 
covered violations  by  the  assured  of  the  con- 
ditions of  the  policy  such  as  to  vitiate  it,  and 
so  notified  the  company  at  the  time  he  re- 
ported the  amount  of  loss  as  fixed  or  adjusted 
by  him.  The  company  thereupon  refused  to 
pay  the  loss.  In  the  case  now  before  us  their 
was  an  ascertainment  or  adjustment  of  the 
loss,  a  compromise  settlement  with  the  in- 
sured as  to  the  amount  to  be  paid  in  full  of 
his  claim,  and  an  express  promise  to  pay  by  a 
general  agent  of  the  company,  whose  author- 
ity to  act  for  and  bind  the  company  in  every 
respect  is  undisputed.  It  is  upon  this  agree- 
ment to  pay,  after  adjustment  of  loss— plainlj' 
a  new  contract,  independent  in  every  partic- 
ular of  the  original  codtract  of  insurance— the 


suit  at  bar  is  based.  Without  referring  in 
detail  to  the  large  number  of  assignments  of 
eri'or,  what  we  have  said  covers  and  settles 
all.  Being  unable  to  perceive  any  material 
error  prejudicial  to  the  defendant,  the  judg- 
ment must  be  affirmed.  Affirmed.  Concordia 
Fire  Ins.  Co.  v.  Koretz.  Colo.  Court  of  Ap- 
peals. 

The  Press. 
The  editor  of  our  disesteemed  contemporary 
appears  to  be  a  chip  of  the  old  block-head. 

We  have  found  an  English  insurance  ex- 
change which  has  not  a  line  on  the  war  in 
south  Africa.     It  is  dated  March,  1899. 

A  San  Francisco  "insurance  weekly"  has 
killed  off  the  big  Independent  Order  of  For- 
esters and  bi'ought  Martin  Bennett  back  to 
life.  The  effort  to  print  "the  news"  develops 
originality  in  this  case. 

A  San  Francisco  daily  paper  has  "an  in- 
surance department,"  covering  "life,  marine, 
fire"  and  "accident,"  and  neglecting  fidelity, 
surety,  title,  casualty,  health,  annuity, 
steam-boiler  and  sprinkler-damage  branches. 
Its  blunders  make  it  more  entertaining  than 
a  comic  weekly. 

OuK  Atlanta  contemporary  says  there  is  no 
excuse  for  the  existence  of  Insurance  Field. 
We  disagree.  Is  not  the  need  of  the  Courier- 
Journal  job  printery  an  excuse  'i  Is  not  the 
mistake  of  Moses's  too  little  "give  or  take" 
offer  an  excuse  ?  The  publisher  and  his 
editor — must  they  not  live  ? 

TuE  Surveyor  prints  an  amusing  burlesque 
of  the  "Axe  Man's"  contribution  to  the 
Sprintei-s  Sink.  It  is  entitled  "Insurance 
Journal  Correspondents,"  said  to  be  mostly 
castoffs  from  daily  newspaper  and  other  trade 
journals.  Still,  we  are  inclined  to  think 
there  may  have  been  some  truth  in  that  state- 
ment of  the  "insurance  journal"  with  less 
than  one  hundred  subscribers.  We  could 
name  several,  two  or  three  of  which  are 
printed  at  a  dollar  a  page  with  one  hundred 
copies  thrown  in.  One  of  them  claims  and 
has  sworn  to  not  less  than  5,000  circulation  in 
the  irresponsible  Newspaper  Directory. 

Fire  underwriters  everywhere  continue 
their  mistaken  generosity  of  maintaining 
inadequate  rates  pending  the  promised  res- 
toration of  the  fire  protection  to  former  effi- 
ciency. Finally,  when  the  improvements  are 
made,  and  the  former  degree  of  fire  protection 
is  restored,  the  underwriters  are  roundly 
"cussed"  because  they  do  not  lower  rates. 
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Protect  Your  Customers 

By  giving  them  CONTINENTAL 
Safety  Fund  Policies. 

Secured  by  net  surplus  of  over 
four  millions  of  dollars. 

Important  advantage  of  inspec- 
tion by  experienced  men. 

Prompt  attention  to  adjust- 
ments ensured  by  organized 
force  of  traveling  men  neces- 
itated  by  the  Company's 
large  business. 

Forty-two  millions  of  dollars 
paid  for  losses  since  organi- 
zation, and  nearly  fifty  years 
of  business,  are  guarantees 
of  fair  ti-eatment. 

Every  honest  loss  claimant 
paid  one  hundred  cents  on 
the  dollar. 

No  Overhead 
Writing 


Protect  Yourself 


By  representing  the  Conti- 
nental. 

Does  not  write  over  the  heads 
of  its  agents. 

Has  no  "Annexes." 

Steadfastly  protects  its  loyal 
agents  against  dishonest  or 
unfair  practices. 

Will  make  a  commission  ar- 
rangement, sharing  with  you 
the  profits  of  your  agency. 

Liberally  furnishes  timely  ad- 
vertising matter. 


Gives  you  the  privilege  of 
writing  Tornado  Insurance. 
Has  a  fixed  policy  and  is  not 
a  "fair  weather  "  friend;  that 
is,  does  not  withdraw,  as 
many  companies  do,  when 
local  rate  wars  occur. 

Protects  Its 
Loyal  Agents 


Coatineotal  Fire  Ins.  Co. 

Continetal  Building,  New  York. 
Rialto  Building,  Cliicago,  Illinois. 


D.  W.  GRAVES,  Special  Agent  for  California, 

P.  O.  Box  2536  SAN  FRANCISCO,  Cal. 

F.  P.  WILSON,  Special  Agent, 

P.  O.  Box  926,  LOS  ANQELES,  CaL 

W.  A.  WILLIAMS,  Special  Agent, 

For  Washington,  Oregon  and  Idaho,  P.  O.  Box  750,  PORTLAND,  Ore. 

F.  H.  RHOADS,  Special  Agent, 

For  Colorado,  Wyoming,  Utah,  New  riexicoand  riontana. 

P.  O.  Box  1432,  DENVER,  Colo. 
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Life  Insurance  Notes. 
When  Dr.  Rebecca  Lee  Dorsey  grub- 
staked J.  E.  Hoyt  of  Los  Angeles  for  a 
trip  to  Alaska,  she  also,  it  is  alleged, 
agreed  to  pay  the  assessments  on  Hoyt's 
$2,000  life  policy.  The  payments  wei-e 
kejjt  up  for  a  time,  but  finally  were  dis- 
continued, and  the  insurance  lapsed.  The 
wife  and  a  daughter  of  Hoyt,  who  died 
shortly  after  his  return  from  the  Yukon, 
have  this  month  entered  suit  against  Dr. 
Dorsey  with  a  demand  for  that  part  of 
the  insurance  to  which  they  would  have 
been  respectively  entitled  had  the  policy 
been  paid.  The  amount  sued  for  is  $1,500. 
*      *      * 

Some  months  since  one  William  Rut- 
ledge  of  Los  Angeles  took  out  fraternal 
insurance  in  the  Woodmen  of  the  World. 
The  certificate  was  in  favor  of  his  wife 
and  children,  but  later  he  transferred  his 
affections  to  Molly  Buzzard  and  about  the 
same  time  had  the  certificate  changed  in 
favor  of  the  Buzzard,  making  her  the 
beneficiary  under  the  brevet  title  of 
financee.  The  financee  subterfuge  was 
resorted  to  in  order  to  meet  in  legal  form 
a  by-law  of  the  oi'der,  which  lays  down 
the  rule  that  a  beneficiary  must  be  a 
relative  or  a  financee.  Rutledge  recently 
went  the  way  of  all  flesh,  and  wife, 
children  and  the  Buzzard  filed  claims  for 
the  insurance  money.  The  Woodmen  of 
the  World  then  began  an  action  in  inter- 
pleader to  determine  who  was  entitled  to 
the  money.  The  court  has  decided  that 
in  consequence  of  the  facts  pleaded  in  the 
case  there  was  no  alternative  but  to  give 
judgment  for  the  financee.  Now,  if  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World  please,  would  it 
not  be  just  as  well  to  qualify  the  fiancee 
part  of  your  beneficiary  by-law,  in  order 
that  it  may  conform  to  the  universal  law 
of  society  and  moreover  to  the  unwritten 
moral  law  of  right  and  wrong? 
*      *      * 

A  Kentucky  court  has  ruled  that  a 
deserted  wife  who  slept  on  her  rights  for 
nine  years  can  not  recover  as  a  beneficiary 
of  a  husband's  certificate,  even  if  the 
fraternal  A.  O.  U.  W.  did  refuse  to  accept 


further  payments  of  assessments.  (53  S. 
W.  2S2.)  These  Kentuckians  are  becom- 
ing vei-y  ungallant. 

*  *      * 

The  30  per  cent,  loan  plan  of  the 
Mutual  Benefit  Life  was  discontinued  Jan- 
uary 1,  1900.  When  the  premiums  on  a 
regular  policy  issued  under  the  new  rates 
are  in  excess  of  $20,  they  may  be  settled  on 
the  20  per  cent,  loan  plan.  If  the  insured 
desires  to  settle  premiums  in  this  manner, 
a  request  to  that  effect  must  be  signed  by 
him  and  forwarded  to  the  company,  with 
the  certificate  of  loan.  The  first  year's 
premiums  on  continuous  installment  bonds 
and  non-participating  policies  must  be 
settled  '*all  cash. " 

*  *      * 

Fifty  YEARS  ago  and  more  the  Mutual 
Life  advertised  its  "nett  "  amount  of  ac- 
cumulated premiums  invested  "in  N.  Y. 
state  and  city  stocks  and  U.  S.  govern- 
ment "  as  $463,350.  Now,  the  company's 
accumulated  pre miutns exceed  300  million. 
Also  advertised  then,  that  premiums  were 
lower  than  the  English.  The  issuance  of 
14'4  policies  in  a  month  was  deemed  wor- 
thy of  a  special  announcement.  Now  the 
company  issues  as  many  as  a  thousand 
policies  in  a  single  day.  Among  the  1-44 
were:  a  porter,  a  cartman,  one  "gentle- 
man," and  five  ladies.  The  others  were 
merchants,  clerks,  etc. 

*  *      * 
The   expectation   term   policy  of 

the  Mutual  Life  provides,  for  example,  ^ 
that  at  age  35,  for  $10,000,  the  annual  ; 
premium  for  fifteen  years  shall  be  $174.80,  j 
and  thereafter,  for  fifteen  years,  $234.80.  I 
After  thi'ee  years  the  policy  becomes  au-  1 
tomatically  paid  up  for  five  years  in  vari- 
ous sums,  ranging  from  $1,400  at  the  end 
of  the  third'  year  up  to  $4,000  at  the  end 
of  the  eleventh  year  and  thereafter.  No 
insurance  continues  beyond  the  original 
term  of  the  policy. 

*  *      * 

The  premium-note  so-called  "Old  Line 
Life,"  of  Indianapolis,  has  a  pain  in  its 
cash  account.  Application  has  been  made 
for  a  receiver. 


« 
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The  Hamburg-Bremen  Fire    Insurance    Com- 
pany. 

It  is  too  early  to  say  anything  of  the 
larger  home  office  figures  of  the  Ham- 
burg-Bi'emen  Fire  Insurance  Company  of 
Germany,  but  the  United  States  branch 
figures  are  just  at  hand,  and  from  them 
we  draw  flattering  conclusions  of  the  high 
standing  of  the  company  and  of  its  ability 
to  meet  all  obligations  promptly.  The 
company  has  $544,867  clear  surplus.  It 
has  $1,254,725  deposited  with  insurance 
departments  and  trustees  in  this  country, 
for  the  special  protection  of  American 
policyholders. 

The  Hamburg-Bremen  has  a  good  loss- 
paying  record  and  reputation  in  this 
country,  where  it  has  paid  over  $12,000,- 
000  fire  losses,  and  is  in  good  esteem 
among  underwriters,  claimants  and  prop- 
erty-owners generally. 

On  the  Pacific  Coast,  where  the  com- 
pany has  been  i-epresented  for  many  yeai-s, 
the  Hamburg-Bremen  has  been  conspic- 
uously successful  under  the  management 
of  Rudolph  Herold,  Jr.  The  loss  ratio 
last  year  was  not  only  light,  but  was  less 
than  the  average  for  all  companies. 
Right  along  thi-ough  the  rate  war,  too, 
the  loss  ratio  was  light,  being  only  43  in 
'95  and  40  in  '96.  The  totals  for  the  past 
six  years — $1,061,851  premiums  and  $470,- 
196  losses — give  an  average  loss  ratio  of 
only  44.3  per  cent.  In  producing  these 
handsome  results.  General  Agent  Herold 
has  had  the  energetic  co-operation  of  As- 
sistant General  Agent  Harry  C.  Boyd. 


Seattle's  Fortunate  Escape. 
On  February  15  a  cold  snap  swept  over 
the  Puget  Sound  country.  In  Seattle 
the  people  made  such  a  good  job  of  keep- 
ing the  water  pipes  from  freezing  by  let- 
ting the  water  run  out  of  the  faucets, 
that  the  city's  total  available  supply  of 
something  over  5,000,000  gallons  was 
turned  loose  into  the  sewers.  The  con- 
sequence of  this  heedless  foresight  was  a 
universal  "shut  ofif"  throughout  the 
entire  residence  portion  of  the  city,  an 
appalling  amount  of  profanity  at  the 
water  company's  office,    the  stopping   of 


elevators  in  many  business  buildings, 
and  the  stoppage  of  many  lines  of  street 
cars,  to  say  nothing  of  the  innumerable 
household  discomforts.  The  water  famine 
lasted  neai'ly  all  of  Friday,  the  16th,  and 
it  was  only  sheer  good  fortune  that  a  fire 
did  not  break  out  in  one  of  the  thickly 
settled  sections  of  the  city. 

The  local  papers  assert  that  there 
i-emained  500,000  gallons  of  water  in  the 
mains  of  the  congested  business  district, 
which  they  also  calculate  would  have 
been  sufficient  to  keep  the  fire  engines  at 
work  for  five  hours  in  case  they  had  been 
needed.  Fortunately  this  cheering  esti- 
mate of  resources  was  not  brought  to  the 
test,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  lesson 
of  the  escape  from  a  disastrous  conflagra- 
tion will  bear  good  fruit. 


Guess  the  Population. 

The  population  of  the  United  States  in 
various  decennial  census  years  has  been 
as  follows: 


Yr. 

Population. 

Yr. 

Population 

i8io  . 

■   ■    7,239,881 

i860  .  . 

31.443,321 

1820  . 

.  .    9.633.822 

1870  .  . 

38,558,371 

1S30. 

.   .   .  12,866,020 

1880.  . 

50,155,783 

1840  . 

■   .   .  17.069,453 

1890  .  . 

62,622,250 

1850. 

.   .   .  23,191,876 

1900  .  . 

Now  guess  the  population  of  the  United 
States  according  to  the  present  year's 
census;  excluding  the  new  island  posses- 
sions. To  the  one  who  guesses  nearest 
the  Coast  Review  will  present  a  year's 
subscription  free.  Make  some  allowance 
for  the  hard  times  in  1893-6,  when  there 
were  fewer  immigrants  and  marriages. 


Speaking  of  the  difficulty  of  getting 
reliable  appraisals  of  real  estate  on  a  dull 
market.  President  Greene  relates  this 
experience  of  his  company:  one  parcel 
was  appraised  by  the  insurance  commis- 
sioner at  $45,000,  but  half  of  this  parcel 
has  since  been  sold  for  $45,000  cash.  In 
1879  the  commissioner  made  an  examina- 
tion and  appraisal  of  every  piece  of  prop- 
erty foreclosed  or  likely  to  be  foreclosed. 
These  properties  cost  the  Connecticut 
Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  $12,597,998.  The 
commissioner  valued  them  at  only  $10,- 
638,870,  a  shrinkage  of  $1,959,128.     Out  of 
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this  the  company  has  since  sold  for  $9,218- 
216  what  cost  $7,788,759,  but  which  the 
commissioner  valued  only  $6, 679, 499.  The 
company  got, $1, •429, 457.06  more  than  the 
property  cost,  and  $2,538,717.32  more  than 
the  commissioner's  valuation. 


Casualty  and  Surety  Notes. 
A  LINE-MAN  was  killed  in  a  peculiar 
way,  the  other  day.  He  was  handling  a 
wire,  and  an  end  was  twisted  about  with 
such  force  that  it  was  thrown  against  a 
"live"  wire  above.  The  shock  instantly 
killed  the  line-man. 


A  MAN  in  Pasadena,  Cal.,  has  sued  the 
mountain  railway  company  for  $50,000 
alleged  damages  incurred  in  a  remarkable 
way.  He  was .  climbing  the  mountain, 
and  took  hold  of  a  "live"  wire  within 
easy  reach.  His  hands  were  so  badly 
burned  that  amputation  was  necessary. 
The  dangerous  wire  thus  exposed  belonged 
to  the  railway  company.  Doubtless  this 
man  was  one  of  those  who  think  they  are 
never  in  danger  of  serious  accident,  and 
therefore  neglect  accident  insurance. 
*        * 

The  young  Los  Angeles  attorney  who, 
while  attempting  to  board  a  moving 
train  at  Monrovia,  lost  his  life  by  a  mis- 
step, had  carried  a  $5,000  accident  policy 
for  some  time.  This  policy  he  allowed  to 
expire  just  forty-eight  hours  before  the 
accident,  refusing  in  positive  terms  to 
renew  it. 

San  Francisco  is  very  poor.  Teach- 
ers' salaries  and  merchants'  bills  have 
long  been  unpaid.  •  Deficiencies  are 
lamented  in  many  departments.  But 
salaries  are  not  reduced.  Among  the  re- 
trenchments is  gas.  The  authorities  at 
first  proposed  to  shut  off  street  lights  for 
six  months,  but  that  raising  too  loud  a 
protest,  the  lamps  are  not  extinguished 
before  12  o'clock.  Straightway  the  dark- 
ness p)'oduced  two  similar  accidents.  At 
2  o'clock  a  McAllister  street  man  fell 
down  an  embankment  and  fractured  his 
right  thigh.     An    hour  later  a  Langton 


street  man  missed  his  footing  and  frac- 
tured his  right  thigh  too.  Both  men 
were  almost  simultaneously  treated  at  the 
receiving  hospital.  Accident  insurance 
ought  to  be  unusually  popular  in  San 
Francisco  these  six  months  of  municipal 
poverty. 

The  Pacific  Surety  Company  of 
San  Francisco  has  entered  Georgia,  with 
R.  F.  Maddox,  Jr.,  &  Co.,  of  Atlanta  as 
managers. 

In  the  case  of  Springstein  against  the 
Commercial  Travelers'  Accident  Associa- 
tion the  Indiana  appellate  court  gave 
judgment  for  the  plaintiff,  affirming  de- 
cision of  court  below.  While  riding  his 
bicycle  against  a  strong  wind,  with  his 
head  lowered,  Springstein  ran  into  a  farm 
wagon,  sustaining  injuries  from  which  he 
did  not  recover  for  three  months.  He 
was  able  to  look  after  some  of  his  work, 
however,  and  defendant  disputed  "total 
disability,  "  while  alleging  negligence  and 
voluntai'y  exposure  to  danger.  Thecourt 
held  that  though  only  partially  disabled, 
Springstein  could  recover  under  the  '  'total 
disability"  clause,  and  that  his  riding, 
under  the  circumstances,  was  neither 
negligence  nor  voluntary  exposure  under 

the  contract. 

*        * 

Grabbenheimer  (injured  in  a  railroad 
wreck):  "Oh,  toctor,  toctor?  Vill  I  re- 
cover?" 

Surgeon:   "Oh,  yes!" 

Grabbenheimer  (greatly  relieved): 
"Apoudt  how  much,  do  you  t'ink?" — 
Life.  

The  death  rate  in  the  United  States, 
according  to  the  last  census,  was  18  per 
thousand,  the  lowest  among  nations,  ex- 
cepting Norway  and  Sweden.  The  high- 
est was  Hungary,  32;  next,  Austria,  29. 
The  United  Kingdom  was  19.  As  a  rule, 
where  life  insurance  was  held  in  least  es- 
teem, the  death  rate  was  highest.  Com- 
pared with  1880,  very  generally  the  death 
rate  had  declined,  excepting  Austria- 
Hungary.     Russian  figures  are  not  given. 
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Rights  of  Creditor  and  Beneficiary. 

The  Los  Angeles  Times  tells  a  corre- 
spondent, who  is  the  assignee  of  policy  on 
a  debtor's  life,  that  "the  beneficiary  has 
no  interest  remaining,  "  though  the  face 
of  the  policy  is  considerably  more  than 
the  amount  of  the  debt.  The  insured 
and  the  beneficiary  joined  in  assigning  the 
policy  to  the  creditor  as  security.  After- 
ward, the  insured  paid  only  one  premium. 
The  creditor  has  since  paid  the  premiums; 
and  he  seeks  the  free  legal  advice  of  a 
daily  newspaper  writer. 

The  creditor  without  a  lawyer  asks :  "If 
the  insured  man  should  die,  would  the 
beneficiary  have  any  interest  or  rights  in 
the  policy?"     The  Times  replies,  No. 

But  the  newspaper  counsel  is  wrong. 
The  creditor's  rights  under  the  assigned 
policy  are  restricted  to  the  amount  of  the 
debt,  plus  premiums  paid  and  interest 
earned  and  unpaid.  Otherwise,  the  trans- 
action would  be  gambling  and  contrary 
to  public  policy.  Any  excess  insurance 
money  belongs  to  the  beneficiary.  What 
more  can  an  honest  creditor  want  than 
the  return  of  his  money  and  the  payment 
of  interest  ? 

Nine  Years*  American  Fire  Totals. 

INCREASED  LOSS  AND  EXPENSE  RATIOS- 
EXPENDITURES  LAST  YEAR  WERE  FOUR 
MILLIONS  MORE  THAN  RECEIPTS. 

The  following  compilation,  made  bj^  the 
Coast  Review  from  the  New  York  insur- 
ance reports,  tells  the  story  of  American 
fire  underwriting  in  the  past  nine  years. 
It  is  not  a  story  calculated  to  promote 
gayety. 

The  expense  ratio  is  steadily  advancing. 
Last  year  the  ratios  were  42  for  New  York 
companies,  43  for  other-state,  and  37.4  for 
foreign.  These  expense  ratios  have  been 
increasing  for  several  years.  The  aver- 
age for  nine  years  has  been  36.6  per  cent. 
We  all  I'emember  the  time  when  it  aver- 
aged less  than  35. 

Last  year  the  companies  reporting  to 
New  York's  insurance  department  col- 
lected $129,045,371  fire  premiums  and 
$5,405,267  marine  premiums.  Their  ex- 
penses, including  taxes,  were  $52,817,128, 
a  ratio  of  40  per  cent. 


The  expense  ratio  has  been  steadily 
advancing,  partly  because  of  increased 
commissions,  and  partly  because  of  special 
fees  and  taxes  imposed  by  the  insurance 
departments,  by  municipalities  and  by 
legislatures.  To  pay  losses  and  these  in- 
creased fees  and  taxes  the  underwriters 
must  increase  premium  rates.  Think  of 
it!  losses  and  expenses  last  year  were 
nearly  109  per  cent,  of  the  premiums! 

The  following  figures  bring  the  statistics 
up  to  date: 


KEPORTING     TO 


NEW  YORK 
MENT. 


INSURANCE  DEPART- 


Gross 
Receipts 


Gross  S  g 

Disbursemn's  ""^  © 


Expenses 
Paid. 


Sa 

.2^ 


NEW    YORK    COMPANIES. 


'91  . 

$  30,906,103 

$  30,307,728 

98.06 

$11,323,317 

39.74 

'92. 

.33,966,572 

33,.526,495 

98.70 

12,135,135 

38.57 

'93. 

35,417,789 

35,852,073 

101.23 

12,.331.458 

37.44 

'94  . 

34,467,457 

33,789.866 

95.19 

11,604,753 

36.33 

'95. 

33,446,251 

.30,281.905 

90.54 

11.704,487 

37.92 

'96. 

33,486,629 

29,022,894 

86.67 

11.617,717 

37.63 

'97. 

.34,928,447 

29,550,638 

84.60 

12,472,013 

39.07 

'98  , 

35,784,899 

33,849,130 

94.60 

13,592,838 

41.80 

'99  . 

36,923.350 

37,996.613 

102.92 

13,807,157 

42.04 

$309,327,497    $293,177,342     94.78  $110,588,875    38.91 
COMPANIES    OTHER    STATES. 


'91 

$51,275,827 

$  49.287,412 

96.12 

$16,312,281 

35.31 

'92. 

56,647,993 

53,969,780 

95.27 

17,889,917 

34.61 

'93. 

57.530,161 

58,308,589 

101.35 

18,279.861 

34.83 

'94  . 

56,065,279 

52.161.104 

93.04 

17,626,065 

34.41 

'95. 

56,968,630 

52,189,360 

91.61 

18,409,935 

35.33 

'96  . 

57,064.227 

51,352.735 

89.99 

19,131,410 

36.74 

'97. 

58,789,875 

51,907,530 

88.29 

20,126,417 

37.75 

'98. 

60,377,387 

58.202,612 

96.39 

21,571,551 

39.65 

'99  . 

63,624.409 

66,191,523 

104.03 

22.947,016 

43.09 

$518,343,788    $493,570,645     95.22  $172,294,453    36.59 


FOREIGN    COMPANIES. 


'91  . 

37,346,918 

35,169,328 

94.17 

12,403,694 

34.58 

92. 

42,693,458 

39,954,.')93 

93..58 

13,617,183 

33.26 

'93. 

44,419,998 

43,746,500 

98.48 

14,005,742 

32.92 

'94  . 

43,344,165 

39,128,216 

90.97 

13,519,327 

32.58 

'95. 

43,458,887 

37.927,140 

87.27 

13,893,805 

.33.46 

'96. 

42,994,311 

36,930,134 

85.90 

13,950,497 

34.08 

'97  . 

43,677,786 

35,539,657 

81.37 

14..542,715 

35.02 

'98. 

43,047,237 

39,506,299 

91.07 

15.092,482 

36.90 

'99  . 

46,096,904 

46.474,688 

100.82 

16,067.9.55 

37.43 

$387,079,664    $354,376,555    99.03    $127,092,400    34.4 

Grand  Totals  Eight  Years  : 
$1,214,750,949  $1,141,124,542    93.94  $409,975,728    36.63 
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Extracts  from  Old  Coast  Reviews. 
The  Coast  Review  of  December  15, 
1871,  said:  '-Among  the  improvements 
suggested  in  the  reconstruction  of  Chi- 
cago is  the  building  of  floating  lire  en- 
gines, to  be  used  along  the  banks  of  the 
river."  "St.  Louis,  in  1849,  with  a  dozen 
good  companies  on  the  first  of  May,  had 
not  one  left  on  the  first  of  June."  "Ed- 
gar Mills  has  been  elected  vice-president 
of  the  Pacific  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.,  vice 
H.  P.  Hastings,  resigned."  "Policies  in 
insolvent  companies  should  be  imme- 
diately surrendered  and  canceled.  If  this 
can  not  be  done,  the  solvent  insurers  on 
the  same  risk  should  be  asked  to  indorse 
a  waiver  of  their  claim  to  average  with 
the  policy  of  the  insolvent  company." 

Under  the  title,  "Can  San  Francisco 
Burn  Down'?"  the  editor  rang  the  alarm 
bell.  He  feared  San  Francisco  was  to  be 
destroyed  by  fire  like  Chicago.  '  'A  city, ' ' 
he  argued,  "when  once  it  has  learned  to 
place  implicit  reliance  on  its  fire  depart- 
ment, is  apt  to  feel  such  a  sense  of  secur- 
ity as  to  dull  its  perceptive  faculties.  "  Fur- 
ther, "those  who  are  constantly  exposed 
to  danger  soon  become  accustomed  there- 
to, and  as  they  gradually  lose  their  fear 
of  it,  their  vigilance  in  guarding  against 
it  relaxes  and  the  danger  is  inci-eased 
thereby.  "  In  other  words,  the  more  dan- 
ger the  more  danger.  We  quote:  "The 
greater  portion  of  San  Francisco's  streets 
are  densely  packed  with  vpooden  buildings 
which  would  be  lapped  up  as  quickly  by 
the  fire  fiend  as  the  combustible  bamboo 
cities  of  tropical  Asia.  The  city  front  is 
to-day  one  vast  tinder-box,  likely  to  be 
ignited  at  any  moment."  Therefore, 
"the  fire  limits  should  be  at  once  ex- 
tended, and  in  those  limits,  not  only 
should  the  construction  of  wooden  build- 
ings be  forbidden,  but  those  already  exist- 
ing should  be  removed."  Dr.  Riley  was 
no  half  way  reformer.  The  removal  of 
all  wooden  buildings  from  the  fire  limit 
ai-ea  would  have  been  a  novel,  not  to  say 
despotic,  exercise  of  authority.  The  con- 
demned inflammable  wooden  district  still 
stands:  and  the  editor's  prediction  of  a 
sweeping  conflagration,  like  so  many  sim- 


ilar prophesies  as  to  this  city,    has   never 
been  fulfilled. 

From  the  Coast  Review,  Nov.  15,  1871. 
The  Leading  Fii-e  Insurance  Companies  of  America  ! 

PHCENIX  &  HOME 
of  Hartford  and  New  York.  Cash  Assets,  $6,479," 
81 1.  The  old  Phoenix  of  Hartford,  firm  as  the  gran- 
ite hills  of  New  England,  comes  out  of  the  Great 
Chicago  Fire  with  its  capital  intact,  and  a  surplus 
over  capital  of  nearly  half  a  million  dollars  an 
continues  to  furnish  property  owners  indemnity 
against  loss  by  Are,  of  the  order  that  has  been 
tried  by  fire  and  found  genuine.  The  Home,  of 
New  York,  having  the  largest  cash  capital,  largest 
cash  assets,  largest  annual  income,  of  any  com- 
pany doing  business  on  this  Continent,  devoted  to 
fire  insurance  exclusively,  is  now  paying  the  Chi- 
cago losses  as  fast  as  same  are  adjusted,  and  after 
all  are  paid  the  Cash  Assets  of  the  Home  will  ex- 
ceed Four  Million  Dollars. being  greater  than  any 
other  American  Company,  thus  furnishing  ample 
security  to  all  seeking  its  protection. 

From  the  Coast  Review,  Feb.  15,  1872. 
IMPERIAL  FIRE 
Ins.  Co.  of  London. 
Established  in  1803.  Extract  from  statement,  Oct. 
31,1871.  subsequent  to  the  Chicago  Fire,  as  reported 
to  the  insurance  commissioner  of  California.  Cap- 
ital stock  subscribed,  318,000,000.  Capital  stock 
paid  up,  $3,500,000.  Total  cash  assets,  $6,212,525 
Increase  in  assets  since  ist  Jan.,  1871,  $416,510 
This  company's  business  is  devoted  exclusively  to 
fire  insurance,  audit  is  the  only  English  company 
represented  in  America  doing  a  fire  insurance  busi- 
ness, with  an  ample  cash  capital  and  large  accu- 
mulated funds,  not  liable  for  life  or  marine  losses. 
Falkner,  Bell  &  Co.,  general  agents  for  Pacific 
Coast,  430  California  street. 

UNION 

Insurance  Company  of  San  Francisco.  Fire  and 
marine  insurance.  The  California  Lloyds,  estab- 
lished in  1861.  Nos.  416  and  418  California  street. 
Cash  capital  $750  000  gold.  Assets  exceed  $i,ooo,oco 
coin.  Fair  rates,  prompt  settlement  of  losses, 
solid  security.  Directors  [prominent  business  men 
in  San  Francisco,  Sacramento,  Marysville,  Port- 
land, and  New  York.]  Gustave  Touchard,  Presi- 
dent. N.  G.  Kittle,  Vice-President.  Charles  D. 
Haven,  Secretary.    Geo.  T.  Bohen,  Surveyor. 


TuE  export  trade  of  the  port  of  San 
Francisco  has  been  badly  handicapped  for 
the  past  fifteen  months.  The  notable  falling 
off  in  the  totals  of  the  business  can  only  be 
attributed  to  the  fact  that  ships  were  not 
available.  There  is  still  a  scarcity  of  tonnage, 
and  it  will  be  some  months  yet  before  the  ex- 
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port  trade  requirements  in  this  direction  will 
be  fully  supplied. 


Increasing  Fire  Waste. 

A  New  York  paper  has  recently  been 
furnishing  its  readers  with  the  views  of 
fire  underwriters  as  to  the  causes  of  the 
great  increase  in  the  number  of  fires. 
From  a  late  issue  we  copy  the  views  of 
two    prominent  New  York  underwriters: 

President  Moore — The  neglect,  largely 
through  ignorance,  of  precautions  for  pre- 
venting the  starting  of  fires.  Rubbish  is 
permitted  to  accumulate,  especially  in  cellars ; 
it  of  ten  contains  oily  rags,  used  to  clean  the 
fancy  woodwork  of  modern  expensive  dwell- 
ings. These  oily  cloths  should  be  burned  im- 
mediately after  use;  they  are  especially 
liable  to  ignite  spontaneously  when  covered 
up  in  a  pile  or  barrel  of  rubbish.  Many  fires 
are  due  to  the  storing  of  ashes  in  wooden 
boxes  and  barrels.  Many  are  due  to  defective 
electric  wiring,  installed  by  incompetent 
workmen.  The  law  should  require  that  everj' 
man  who  installs  wires  should  be  licensed, 
after  examination  as  to  his  knowledge.  More 
than  one-fifth  of  the  fires  of  the  country, 
amounting  to  at  least  $3,000,000  a  month,  are 
due  to  defective  flues.  Fine  and  imprison- 
ment should  be  imposed  upon  the  builder  who 
constructs  a  dangerous  flue. 

Manager  Eaton — As  to  the  abnormal  fire 
loss,  it  can  be  said  with  confidence  that  never 
so  much  as  today  have  insurance  companies, 
by  oi'ganized  effort  in  the  direction  of  inspec- 
tion, endeavored  to  lessen  fires,  but  excep- 
tional conditions  are  being  met  with.  The 
great  activity  of  business  in  evex'y  line  is 
uudoubtedlj'  responsible  in  part,  and  perhaps 
in  a  large  degree,  for  increased  losses,  by 
reason  of  the  strain  of  employes  by  overwoi'k. 
with  consequent  carelessness  and  lack  of 
cleanliness  in  shops  and  business  establish- 
ments. Then,  too,  we  believe  that  the  insur- 
ance companies  are  paying  the  penalty  of 
defective  electrical  apparatus,  a  great  deal  of 
which  throughout  the  country  was  installed 
at  a  time  when  the  labor  employed  was  uned- 
ucated, and  when  the  material  used  was,  in 
the  light  of  our  present  experience,  far  from 
satisfactorv. 


Connecticut  Mutual  has  all  along  insisted 
were  e.ssential  to  safety,  essential  to  the 
just  interpretation  and  administration  of 
the  mutual  principle,  and  essential  to  the 
best  and  permanent  welfare  of  those  bene- 
ficaries  for  whom  alone'  life  insurance  is 
designed,  and  for  whom  it  should  have  a 
single  eye.— Col.  Jacob  L.  Greene. 


The  Signs  of  the  Times.— It  is  with 
no  little  satisfaction  that  we  note  in  some 
of  our  competitors  the  dawn  of  a  long- 
deferred  recognition  of  the  vital  import- 
ance of  some  of  those  things  which  The 


Life  Notes. 

The  Northwestern  Mutual  Life  is  issu- 
ing ten-year  i-enewable  term  policies. 

A  PROPOSED  Indiana  bill  will  make 
all  rebated  policies  void,  and  i-evoke  the 
license  of  the  agent. 

The  Canadian  new  business  of  the  New 
York  Life  last  year  was  $4,588,100,  a  gain 
of  $1,385,400. 

The  Mutual  Life  has  twelve  office 
buildings,  and  is  building  an  additional 
office  structure  adjacent  to  the  home  office. 

Members  of  the  Masonic  Mutual  Life 
of  Topeka,  Kan.,  talk  of  applying  for  a 
receiver.  The  society  will  go^  out  of  bus- 
iness. 

The  South  Atlantic  Life  Ins.  Co.  has 
been  organized  at  Richmond,  Va.  The 
capital  and  surplus  funds  are  $250,000. 
Here  is  no  fear  of  the  competition  of  the 
giants. 

The  proposed  Guardian  Co.  of  New 
York,  with  $100,000  capital,  will  sell  an 
industrial  health  policy,  individual  oi- 
family,  guaranteeing  medical  attendance 
medicines  and  burial  expenses. 

The  Modern  Woodmen  is  still  growing, 
and  therefore  prosperous.  Over  100,000 
new  members  are  reported,  making  a 
large  gain  of  insurance  in  force.  There 
will  some  day  be  another  stoi-y  of  "the 
all." 

The  Northwestern  Mutual  Life, 
of  Milwaukee,  has  issued  a  new.  life  and 
annuity  policj\  On  the  death  of  the  in- 
sured (age  35,  $10,000,  $340.70  premium), 
the  beneficiary  receives  thirty  annuities 
of  $400  each  and  $10,000  within  a  year 
after  the  payment  of  the  last  annuity. 
In  the  event  of  prior  death  of  beneficiary, 
the  face  of  the  policy  is  payable. 
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Paid  3  per  Cent, 

The  Order  of  Tonti,  Philadelphia,  in 
the  hands  of  a  receiver,  paid  3  per  cent 
of  its  claims.  . 

Wonder  if  the  debenture  swindles — all 
of  the  Iron  Hall  order — will  pay  as  largo 
a  per  cent,  as  3  cents  on  the  100  ? 


The  National  Life's  Jubilee  Year. 

President  Charles  Dewey  of  the 
National  Life  of  Vermont,  in  his  letter  to 
policyholders,  congratulates  them  on  the 
successful  close  of  the  first  half  century  of 
the  company's  work.  It  has  been  his 
privilege  to  note  the  issue  of  $225,313,753 
of  insurance  from  his  own  policy.  No.  6, 
in  1850.  The  company  has  become  truly 
national,  and  is  now  operating  in  thirty 
states.  During  the  last  ten  years  new 
transactions  have  amounted  to  65  per 
cent,  of  the  whole  volume  of  its  business 
for  fifty  years.  In  1899  the  new  issue  fell 
little  short  of  the  total  issue  during  the 
first  twenty-five  years  of  the  company's 
history.  But  while  the  company  has 
broadened  its  territory  and  increased  its 
business  in  recent  years,  the  management 
continues  on  conservative  lines.  Policies 
are  extremely  liberal,  but  medical  exam- 
inations are  rigidly  careful,  investments 
are  first-class,  and  expenses  are  moderate. 
The  National  Life  now  has  $18,000,000 
assets. 


Pure  Life  Insurance. — It  is  slower 
building,  it  is  hai-der  work,  it  is  less  showy 
on  the  surface,  to  persuade  men  to  take 
life  insurance  at  its  own  value  only,  as 
the  only  wholly  competent  means  of  do- 
ing their  unselfish  but  imperative  duty  to 
their  dependent  ones,  and  with  all  its  de- 
tails adjusted  to  their  most  complete  and 
abiding  protection,  asking  for  one's  self 
only  that  the  cost  of  this  duty  shall  be 
made  as  small  as  possible  by  a  prudence 
as  careful  and  conscientious  as  the  duty  is 
sacred.  But  the  work  so  done  endures. 
It  disappoints  neither  those  who  trust  it, 
nor  those  who  pay  its  cost.  The  road  to 
the  highest  results  is  not  along  the  lines 
of  least  resistance;  nor  is  it  much  thronged 
with  those  who  applaud.     But  the  truth 


remains  and  returns.  And  genuine  con- 
viction of  and  loyalty  to  sound  principle 
are  the  most  enduring  basis,  and  the 
strongest  binding  tie,  of  human  institu- 
tions.— President  Greene. 


Washington  Life's  New  Policy. 

The  '-exchanseable  aud  investment"  policy 
now  being  issued  by  the  Washington  Life 
Ins.  Co.  provides  for  a  low^  premium  during 
the  first  five  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
will  issue  in  exchange,  without  medical  ex- 
amination, one  of  several  forms  of  ordinary, 
limited  payment  or  endowment  policies,  with 
cash  and  loan  values.  The  new  policy  is  in- 
contestable one  year  from  date  of  issue  and 
extends  one  month's  grace  in  payment  of 
premiums. 

Manager  Howard  Perrin,  San  Francisco,  is 
prepared  to  make  some  very  desirable  con- 
tracts with  agents. 


The  Continental's  Annual  Statement. 

The  announcement  made  by  this  company 
last  summer,  of  a  loss  of  a  hundred  thousand 
on  the  underwriting  account  in  the  first  six 
months,  gives  a  special  interest  to  its  annual 
figures.  It  is  evident  that  the  latter  half  of 
the  year  was  more  favorable,  for  the  loss  ratio 
was  only  58  per  cent. 

The  real  estate  feature  of  the  19,809,660  as- 
sets is  interesting  in  view  of  a  tendency  in  con- 
servative quarters  to  increased  investments  in 
this  substantial  security.  The  company's  fire- 
proof building  at  44,  46  and  48  Cedar  street 
cost  §^805,531,  but  we  happen  to  know  that  an 
offer  of  $1,100,000  has  been  made  for  this  prop- 
erty. The  adjoining  property,  with  low  build- 
ing to  save  light  for  the  big  13-story  fire-proof, 
nets  the  company  41.2  per  cent,  on  cost. 
These  two  pieces  are  inventoried  at  $920,000, 
which  is  less  than  cost.  The  Brooklyn  build- 
ing property,  costing  $200,000,  is  listed  at 
.flTO,000,  though  more  than  $300,000  is  offered 
for  it.  Another  piece,  listed  at  cost,  $1,2.50, 
has  since  been  sold  for  $4,500.  With  similar 
prudent  purchases  or  loans,  it  is  evident  that 
realty  in  this  country  is  a  good  investment 
for  both  fire  and  life  offices. 

The  statement  of  bonds  and  stocks  is 
equally  conservative,  the  inventory  totals  be- 
ing much  less  than  the  market  values.  The 
bonds  are  inventoried  $2,60S,;i00;  the  market 
value  is  $2,892,880.  The  stocks  are  inventoried 
at  $4,792,4.50;  the  market  value  is  $5,517,103. 
In  these  two  items  the  market  value  is  $1 ,009,- 
000  more  than  is  claimed  in    the   statement. 
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The  management  is  certainly  conservative  in 
this  matter,  and  is  content  with  a  showing 
of  assets  and  surplus  much  less  than  the  real. 
The  actual  assets  appear  to  be  §11,000,000,  and 
the  actual  surplus  the  half  thereof. 

The  figures  filed  with  the  insurance  depart- 
ments, however,  give  the  assets  as -$9,809,660; 
the  net  surplus,  14,034,995.  The  reserve  for 
contingencies,  1300,000,  is  really  net  surplus. 
Gains  were  made  as  follows :  gross  assets, 
$732,546;  net  surplus,  $555,760;  reserve  for  in- 
surance in  force,  $205,417;  premiums,  1146,311. 

On  the  Pacific  Coast  in  territory  embraced 
in  the  former  Pacific  department  the  Conti- 
nental's premiums  were  $193,235.  This  is  a 
gain  of  about  $6,500.  The  premium  income, 
however,  is  still  about  $8,000  short  of  1894, 
when  a  department  was  maintained,  with 
headquarters  in  San  Francisco.  The  total 
premiums  for  the  entire  Pacific  West,  includ- 
ing Coloi'ado,  were  in  round  numbers  a  quar- 
ter of  a  million. 

Masons  in  Canada  Buy  Gold  Brick    Fire    In- 
surance. 

Somebody  connected  with  the  management 
of  the  Masonic  building  in  London,  Ontario, 
believed  in  cheap  insurance,  and  to  save  a 
few  dollars  premium  he  placed  the  entire  line 
in  the  following  lovely  lot  of  irresponsibles,  as 
reported  in  the  Review  of  New  York : 

Anglo-American  of  Toronto $  5,ooo 

American  Trust  of  Chicago 2,250 

Citizens  of  Chicago     2,250 

Commercial  of  Wilmington 2,500 

Continental  of  Fort  Worth,  Tex 2,000 

Equity  of  Toronto 2,000 

Fort  Wayne  of  Indiana 1,500 

Georgia  Industrial  ,  . 2,000 

Indiana  of  Ind 1,000 

Maryland  Home 2,000 

Merchants  of  Toronto 2,000 

Mercantile  of  Chicago i,oco 

Michigan  Mfrs.' Mutual,  Bay  City 1,500 

Mfrs.' &  Merch.  Mutual,  Rockford,  111.     .  .   .      2,500 

Northwestern  of  Chicago     .   .   ; 2,500 

Washington  of  D.  C 1,500 

Vernon  Ins.  &  Trust  Co.  of  Indiana 1,500 

Victoria  of  Montreal 5,000 

Total $40,000 

Nearly  all  are  notorious  wildcats;  one  re- 
cently fizzled  out  because  too  well  known; 
and  the  two  or  three  least  bad  have  only  verj' 
small  resources.  The  Ontario  Masons  will  do 
well  if  they  recover  a  third  of  their  loss  from 
the  whole  batch. 

Immunity  from  frozen  hydrants  has  been 
attained  in  Chicago  by   substituting  six-inch 


distribution  pipes,  for. the  old  four-inch  and 
lowering  the  pipes.  The  stand  pipe  of  each 
hydrant  is  made  frost  proof  by  filling  in  the 
basin  that  surrounds  it  with  horse  manure, 
composed  partiallj^  of  hay  and  shavings. 
Frozen  hydrants  hampered  Chicago's  depart- 
ment seriously  during  the  winter  of  '98. 


The  Merchants  of  New  Jersey. 

The  Merchants  Insurance  Company  of  New- 
ark, N.  J.,  increased  its  premium  income,  re- 
insurance reserve  and  amount  at  risk,  last 
year,  as  usual,  but  in  common  with  all  com- 
panies it  shared  the  unusual  loss  experience. 
The  favorable  average  for  the  last  five  years, 
however,  was  not  notably  affected. 

The  Merchants  has  $1,598,416  assets  and  a 
handsome  net  surplus.  More  than  half  its 
assets  are  surplus  as  regards  policyholders. 
In  this  point  of  security  the  company  com- 
pares very  favorably  with  the  largest  com- 
panies. The  management  is  conservative  and 
experienced,  and  the  uniform  prudence  which 
governs  the  acceptance  of  risks  gives  addi- 
tional worth  to  the  Merchants'  guarantee  of 
indemuitj'. 

On  the  Pacific  Coast,  where  the  Merchants 
established  itself  manj'  years  ago,  an  increas- 
ing business  is  being  written  under  the  man- 
agement of  VV.  O.  Wayman. 


Mutual  Life  Payments  on  the  Coast. 

During  four  weeks  ending  in  February  the 
Mutual  Life  paid  the  following  claims  in  the  Pa- 
ciflc  West. 

Claim    Bit  urn 
iVazMf.  Besidence.  paid      over 

hy  Co.     Cash. 
Chas.  S.  Wood,  San  Francisco  .  $6,121    $1,751 

Curry  W.  Tjader,  '•  "  .   .  1,000  99 

Montgomery  Godley,    "  "  .   .2,444      1,492 

William  Turkington,    '•  "  .   .  1,702         917 

Ferdinand  Vasault,       "  "  .   .7,347      4,738 

Fredrick  T.  Masters,  Berkeley.  .  .  2,330  1,517 
Sam  H.  Partridge,  Berkeley  ....  3.250  2,276 
Fredrick  F.  Hamilton,  Hay  wards  .  .  .2,500  2,027 
Christian  M.  Peterson,  Ferudale,  Wash.l,(X)0  923 
Silas  Bertenshan,  Denver,  Col.  .  .  5,017  1.746 
John  C.  Wimbush,         Tucson,   Ariz.   .     3U0  113 


The  Coast  Review  was  the  first  to  call  at- 
tention to  the  mutual  and  other  debenture 
swindles.     Beware  of  debenture  contracts ! 


The  price  of  paper  has  been  advancing  in 
this  country,  and  alike  in  Canada  where  there 
is  no  "paper  trust."    Strange! 


IxsvKAXCE    journalists    die,   but    insurance 
journals  are  immortal !    And  why  not  ? 
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Transatlantic  Topics. 

At  Bed  ford -Liegh,  England,  wiiere  an 
epidemic  of  influenza  is  raging,  the  death- 
rate  has  readied  the  enormous  total  of  SI 
per  1,00(1. 

In  Paris,  1.423  deaths  were  registered  the 
hist  vveelc  in  February,  against  an  average  of 
1,0S;5.  Last  year  the  highest  weekly  record 
was  1,303.  The  increase  is  attributed  to 
influenza  and  its  complications. 

Assistant  Manager  Fredrick  Edward 
Booker  of  the  Lion  Fire  Insurance  Company 
has  been  appointed  to  the  position  of  general 
manager  and  secretary  of  the  company,  to 
succeed  Manager  T    B.  Bell,  retired. 

Secretary  E.  R.  Handcock  of  the  Royal  Ex- 
change Assurance  Corporation  died  at  his 
residence  in  Lexham  Gardens  on  February  22. 
The  late  secretary  entered  the  service  of  the 
corporation  forty-four  years  ago,  and  for 
twenty-five  years  filled  the  position  he  held 
on  the  day  of  his  death. 

Mr.  W.  N.  Whymper  has  been  appointed 
secretary  of  the  Royal  Exchange  Assurance 
Corporation,  to  fill  the  vacancy  made  by 
the  death  of  E.  R.  Handcock.  Secretary 
Whymper's  service  to  the  corporation  dates 
from  1S72,  and  he  has  acted  as  the  late  Secre- 
tary Handcock's  assistant  since  that  gentle- 
man's appointment  in  1875. 

Warned  by  the  destruction  of  the  Comedie 
Francaise,  the  directors  of  all  the  theaters  in 
Paris  have  addressed  a  joint  note  to  M. 
Waldeck-Rosseau  requesting  him  to  give 
orders  for  the  fire  brigade  to  send  men  for 
permanent  day  and  night  duty  in  their 
establishments.  This  famous  theatre  was 
lost  through  the  inefficiency  and  stupiditj^  of 
Paris  firemen. 

THEATUIC.VL   PUOPERTIES    IN    TRANSIT. 

In  the  protection  of  theatrical  wardrobes  on 
tour,  the  Sun  Insurance  Office  has  recently 
made  an  innovation.  The  company  now  under- 
takes the  insurance  of  wardrobes  and  prop- 
erties on  tour— that  is  to  say,  while  they  are 
located  in  theater,  music  hall,  hotel,  or  board- 
ing-house— without  the  necessity  of  any  notice 
being  given  to  the  office  of  removal  fi-om  place 
to  place. 

QriNQFEXNIAL   CENSUS. 

The  Royal  Statistical  Society,  supported  bj' 
the  weight  of  opinion  in  the  medical,  actuarial 
and  municipal  circles,  is  using  strong  efforts 
to  induce  the  British  parliament  to  include  in 


the  census  bill  a  provision  for  the  taking  of  an 
intermediate  census  of  a  simple  and  compar- 
atively inexpensive  character  in  the  year 
1906,  so  as  to  afford  to  statisticians  and  others 
the  benefits  of  a  quinquennial  numbering  of 
the  people. 

KINETOSCOPIC  PROTECTION. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Commander  Wells,  of 
the  London  fire  brigade,  fire  pioof  I'hambers, 
etc.,  for  enclosing  the  lantern  used  at 
cinematograph  entertainments  were  a  year 
ago  put  in  place  by  ordinance  of  the  London 
city  council.  Where  the  regulations  were 
complied  with  no  accidents  or  fires  have 
occurred.  On  March  6,  an  operator  was 
severely  burned  at  a  music  hall  where  the 
regulations  were  not  in  force. 

workmen's    COMPENSATION    ACT. 

The  Review  of  London  does  not  appear  to 
entertain  a  flattering  opinion  of  the  work- 
men's compensation  act,  which,  says  that 
journal,  "goes  merrily  on  its  career"  of  pro- 
viding work  for  the  lawyers.  No  law  of  mod- 
ern times  has  been  so  provocative  of  litiga- 
tion, and  the  decision  of  the  courts  as  to  the 
interpretation  of  its  provisions  would,  if 
collected  together,  provide  for  those  respon- 
sible for  the  act  a  perfect  testimonial  of  legis- 
lative incapacity.  The  latest  decision  affects 
a  large  class  of  workmen,  and  still  further 
limits  the  benefit  derivable  from  this  mon- 
umental law.  It  is  to  the  effect  that  timber 
yards  are  not  workshops  under  the  act.  A 
man  may  be  maimed  or  killed  by  the  fall  of  a 
timber  improperly  stacked  or  handled:  but  he 
has  no  claim.  So,  at  least,  says  the  court  of 
appeal.  Really,  in  view  of  the  legal  decisions 
of  the  past  year,  the  best  course  would  seem 
to  be  to  repeal  the  whole  unintelligible  stat- 
ute, and  start  afresh,  giving  the  task  of 
drafting  a  new  bill  to  some  school  boy 
of  average  intelligence,  since  alleged  states- 
men appear  to  be  unable  to  say  what  they 
mean  or  to  make  their  intentions  clear 
to  the  judges  who  have  the  unenviable  task 
of  interpreting  and  administering  the  letter 
of  the  law.  .England,  it  is  suggested  to  the 
Review,  has  no  monopoly  of  legislative  stupid- 
ity. In  fact  the  disease  seems  to  be  fast  as- 
suming epidemic  proportions  the  world  over. 


In  Indiana  a  local  withheld  from  the  adjuster  his 
knowledge  of  facts  vitiating  the  policy.  Plaintiff 
held  that  as  such  knowledge  was  acquired  after 
the  tire  and  was  withheld  by  the  local  agent,  the 
company  was  estopped  to  defend.  The  appellate 
court  ruled  otherwise. 
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Connecticut  Insurance  Commissioner  on  Life 
Insurance. 

The  business  of  life  insurance  for  the  year 
1899,  as  appears  bj-  the  statements  showing 
the  business  and  condition  of  legal  reserve 
companies  reporting  to  this  department,  evi- 
dences a  degree  of  prosperity  gratifying  alike 
to  the  insurer  and  the  insured.  The  advance 
made  by  companies  operating  under  this  sys- 
tem and  the  decline  in  the  business  of  com- 
panies conducted  upon  the  assessment  plan, 
disclose  an  appreciation  by  the  public  of  the 
fact  that  safe  and  reliable  insurance,  that 
possessing  features  whose  merits  have  been 
tested  by  experience,  can  be  had  only  in  com- 
panies required  to  maintain  for  the  protection 
of  policyholders  an  adequate  reserve. 

For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  the 
subject  of  furnishing  safe  insurance  upon  a 
plan  not  fully  recognizing  the  laws  of  mortal- 
ity, and  the  intei-est  factor,  as  they  apply  to 
and  are  involved  in  level  premium  rates, 
has  engaged  the  thought  and  attention  of 
actuaries,  and  various  methods  and  plans  have 
been  devised  whereby 

IT    WAS   CLAIMED 

that  insurance,  permanent  in  character,  could 
be  fui-nished  upon  a  basis  other  than  that 
which  scientific  and  mathematical  calculations 
have  determined,  and  experience  has  shown, 
to  be  the  only  basic  element  of  safety;  but 
failure  has  attended  all  of  these  efforts,  and 
the  object  sought  to  be  realized  has  not  been, 
and,  in  the  nature  of  things,  cannot  be  at- 
tained. 

Assessment  insurance  has  not  been  alto- 
gether devoid  of  a  useful  purpose.  It  has 
brought  home,  through  its  lowness  of  rates, 
to  a  class  of  people  who  otherwise  probably 
would  not  have  been  reached,  the  needs  and 
necessities  of  insurance;  has  impressed  upon 
this  class  an  appreciation  of  the  duties  which 
they  owe  to  their  families,  and  through  its 
instrumentalities  has  distributed  many  mil- 
lions of  doUai's  to  beneficiaries.  Many  com- 
plaints have  reached  the  department,  now 
that  assessment  companies  are  failing  to 
obtain  the  requisite  amount  of  new  business 
necessary  to  maintain  an  even  mortality  rate, 
that  the  number  and  amount  of 

ASSESSMENTS    ARE    IXCKEASING. 

To  such  complainants  it  may  be  said  that  they 
should  bear  in  mind  they  have  not  been  called 
upon  to  pay  assessments  without  an  adequate 
return,  because  during  the  life  of  their  policy 
they  have  had   protection   at    less    than   its 


normal  annual  cost.  •!  do  not  wish  to  be 
understood  as  including  within  this  species  of 
insurance  assessmentism  as  the  same  obtains 
in  secret  and  Iraternal  societies,  where  the 
element  of  insurance  is  an  incident  nierelj-  to 
the  object  and  purposes  of  these  organizations. 
Now  that  the  field  of  insurance  has  been  in 
a  measure  cleared  of  methods  and  systems 
antagonistic  to  the  underlying  principle  of 
true  life  insurance,  and  the  public  has  been 
brought  to  the  realization  of  the  kind  and 
class  of  insurance  best  suited  to  accomplish 
the  needs  and  requirements  of  reliable  indem- 
nity, it  behooves 

LEGAL    KESEKVE   COMPANIES 

to  conduct  their  affairs  economically,  and 
with  such  a  spirit  of  liberality  and  fairness 
toward  policyholders  as  to  merit  public  con- 
fidence. Expenses  should  at  all  times  be 
kept  within  such  bounds  as  are  consistent 
with  the  actual  necessities  of  the  business. 
Investments,  whether  mortgage  loans  or 
other  securities,  should  be  carefully  and 
cautiously  made,  the  consideration  of  safety 
being  ever  paramount  to  the  rate  of  interest 
received. 

The  constantly  increasing  amount  of  insur- 
ance reported  as  written  at  the  close  of  the 
year,  for  which  credit  is  taken  as  an  asset 
under  uncollected  premiums  not  more  than 
three  months  due,  a  considerable  percentage 
of  which  is  subsequently  returned  as 

NOT-TAKEN    nf.SINESS 

gives  rise  to  the  inquiry  whether  companies 
should  not  be  required  to  report  only  such 
business  as  exists  by  virtue  of  a  consummated 
contract;  that  is  to  say,  one  which  has  be- 
come operative  against  the  company  thi-ough 
payment  of  the  first  premium. 

Many  companies  exhibit  a  large  surplus 
showing,  and  the  same  is  often  looked  upon 
by  the  public  as  evidence  of  an  amount 
possessed  by  the  companj'  over  and  above  all 
actual  and  declared  liabilities.  This  is  not 
always  found  to  be  the  case.  In  examining 
companies'  statements  regard  should  be  had 
as  to  whether  they  have  charged  themselves 
with  all  declared 

I>lVn)ENl)    LIABILITIES 

and  with  all  other  declared  accumulated 
special  funds,  without  reference  to  the  time 
of  payment  of  the  same,  in  addition  to  the 
legal  reserve  and  actual  current  liabilities. 
In  the  judgment  of  the  department  when  a 
company  has,  through  its  proper  ofiflcers,  de- 
clared and  entered  upon  its  records,  dividends 
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as  payable  upon  any  class  of  policies,  or  has  in 
like  niannei'  set  apart  any  other  accumulated 
funds  for  specific  purposes,  it  should  appear 
charged  as  a  liability  in  its  statement;  and 
the  future  statement  blanks  furnished  by 
this  department  will  provide  for  the  charge 
of  such  liabilities. 

From  an  examination  of  the  statements  of 
several  companies  reporting  to  this  depart- 
ment in  1898,  and  of  the  tabulation  made 
therefrom,  it  is  found  that  in  some  cases  the 
accumulated  special  funds  set  aside  for 
speciiic  purposes  were  entered  as  a  liability 
in  the  body  of  the  statement,  but  appeared  in 
the  gain  and  loss  exhibit  as  a  part  of  the  com- 
pany's divisible  surplus;  and  in  other  cases 
these  accumulated  special  funds  were  treated 
as  a  full  liability,  and  did  not  enter  into  the 
surplus  as  shown  in  the  gain  and  loss  exhibit. 
In  view  of  this, 

NO   TABLE   OF    COMP.VKISON 

regarding-  the  surplus  taken  from  the  gain 
and  loss  exhibit  can  at  this  time  be  of  anj' 
value  or  afford  any  useful  purpose.  While  the 
company  can  voluntarily  withdraw  from  funds 
applicable  to  sui'plus  such  part  or  portion  of 
same  as  it  may  deem  proper,  and  charge  or 
note  it  in  its  statement  as  an  additional  as- 
sumed liability,  the  department  must  insist 
that  when  funds  are  so  withdrawn,  charged 
or  noted  in  the  body  of  the  statement  blank, 
and  the  divisible  surplus  in  the  statement  is 
thereby  determined,  then  the  gain  and  loss 
exhibit  returned  with  such  statement  shall, 
as  to  the  surplus  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
correspond  with  the  divisible  surplus  as 
shown  in  the  body  of  the  statement  of  the 
previous  year,  or,  if  the  company  withdraw 
such  special  funds  during  the  year,  the 
amount  so  withdrawn  must  appear  on  the 
debit  side  of  the  gain  and  loss  exhibit,  so  that 

THE   SURPLUS 

at  the  end  of  the  year  will  correspond  with 
the  sui'plus  as  designated  in  the  body  of  the 
statement.  The  failure  of  companies  to  ac- 
cord like  treatment  to  the  surplus  in  the 
statement  and  in  the  gain  and  loss  exhibit 
has  made  it  necessary,  in  order  to  afford  a 
basis  for  future  comparisons  as  to  surplus,  to 
insert  an  additional  column,  showing  the  addi- 
tional funds  voluntarily  set  aside  bj'  com- 
panies. 

A  change  in  the  basis  of  legal  reserve  has 
of  late  been  the  subject  of  considerable  dis- 
cussion, and  the  department  has  been  led  to 
investigate  the  subject  with  reference  to  a 
x'ecommendation   relating  thereto.     While   it 


is  true  that  the  prevailing  rates  of  interest 
are  somewhat  lower  than  in  years  past,  yet 
the  activities  in  commercial  centers  and  the 
demand  for  money  consequent  thereupon,  in- 
dicate that  rates  are  not  likely  in  the  near 
future  to  reach  a  lower  level  than  now  exists. 
In  view  of  this,  no  recommendation  of  a 
change  in 

THE    BASIS    OE   THE   PRESENT    RESERVE 

is  deemed  advisable  at  this  time.  It  is,  how- 
ever, regarded  as  politic  for  companies  to  fully 
inform  themselves  upon  this  subject,  and  to 
make  such  provisions  as  may  appear  prudent 
against  the  time  when  they  may  be  called 
upon  to  meet  a  change. 

E.  L.   SCOFFIELD. 


Sprinkler  Damage. 

Automatic  sprinklers  are  often  helpful  in 
the  prevention  of  fire  waste.  But  they  are 
not  perfect.  Two  recent  cases  are  much  to 
the  point.  A  heavy  sprinkler  loss  is  reported 
in  an  Eastern  factory.  The  automatic  alarm- 
bell  failed  to  sound,  and  the  night-watchman 
remained  in  ignorance  of  the  extinguished 
flre  and  the  continued  down-pour  of  the 
sprinklers  until  daylight  did  appear.  The  flre 
loss  was  $50;  the  water  damage  was  up  in  the 
thousands,  In  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  the  automatic 
flow  from  the  big  water-tank  worked  per- 
fectly long  after  the  flre,  to  the  subsequent 
dismay  of  the  underwriters  who  will  be  called 
on  to  pay  f75,000  water  damage. 

Fire  curtain  and  abandoned  sprinklers  save 
the  stage  fraction  of  the  Columbia  theater  in 
Chicago.  An  engine  pumped  water  thi'ough 
the  "steamer"  connection. 

A  zealous  Chicago  man  knocked  off  all  the 
sprinkler  heads  above  an  incipient  blaze. 
Result,  immense  damage  by  water. 


Tfie  Insurance  Spectator  of  London  of  Feb- 
ruary 1  says :  It  is  stated  that  insurances 
against  war  between  this  country  and  any 
European  power  within  six  months  have  been 
written  at  ten  guineas  per  cent.  This  is  not 
the  place  to  -discuss  such  a  rate — the  whole 
subject  is  entirely  political— but  it  is  well  to 
notice  these  facts,  especiallj'  as  an  insurance 
broker  present  at  the  moment  when  the  in- 
formation was  given,  made  a  special  point  of 
the  solvencv  of  the  underwriter. 


The  Wlscon.sln  insurance  commissioner  is  deter- 
mined to  prevent  the  signing  ot  policies  in  blank 
by  local  agents,  to  be  sent  to  general  agents  resid- 
ing outside  of  the  state.  Mr.  Giljohann  is  solic- 
itous for  the  tax  thus  lost. 
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Losses  and  Expenses   Exceeded  the   Premiums. 

WORST  YEAR  IN  AMERICAN  FIRE  INSUR- 
ANCE SINCE  THE  CHICAGO  AND  BOSTON 
CONFLAGRATIONS  -  PROPERTY  LOSS 
ONE  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTY  MILLIONS. 

One  hundi-ed  and  fifty-six  American 
fife  companies  and  foreign  companies' 
branches  paid  out  more  for  losses  and  ex- 
penses than  they  received  in  premiums 
last  year.  The  accompanying  list  is 
startling.  All  have  a  loss  and  expense 
ratio  exceeding  100  per  cent,  of  the  pre- 
miums. 

So  melancholy  an  experience  must  at 
least  arrest  the  recent  downward  tendency 
of  rates.  It  should  result  in  a  general 
advance  of  rates,  for  the  fire  losses  so  far 
this  year  have  been  equally  excessive. 

We  predict  that  if  anti-compact  legisla- 
tion continues,  and  fire  underwriters  are 
prohibited  from  uniting  for  the  inspec- 
tion and  improvement  of  risks  and  the 
betterment  of  fire  protection,  the  annual 
American  fire  loss  will  always  be  $150,- 
000,000  or  more. 

Albany,  Albany,  N.  Y 118.5 

American  Fire,  Baltimore 232. S 

American,  Boston 108.0 

American  Fire.  New  York ioi.q 

American  Fire,  Philadelphia 116.2 

American  Central,  St.  Louis no. 8 

Armenia.  Pittsburg uq.8 

Assurance  Company  of  America.  New  York.  .  137.9 

Atlanta  Home,  Atlanta 144.9 

Boston,  Boston 127.0 

British  America,  New  York 114.4 

Capital  Fire,  Concord,  N.  H.      108.4 

Cincinnati,  Cincinnati no. 6 

Cincinnati  Underwriters,  Cincinnati 120.2 

Citizens,  New  York iii.i 

Citizens,  Pittsburg 110.7 

Colonial  Assurance  Company,  New  York   .   .   .103.6 

Columbia,  Dayton,  0 102.6 

Commerce,  Albany,  N.  Y 109.9 

Commonwealth,  New  York      119  g 

Concordia  Fire,  Milwaukee 1039 

Cooper,  Dayton,  0 101.3 

Delaware,  Philadelphia 108.4 

Delaware,  Dover.  Del 102.1 

Des  Moines,  Des  Moines 107.5 

Detroit  Fire  &  Marine,  Detroit 105.0 

Eagle  Fire  Company,  New  York 124.9 

Eastern,  New  York 1474 

Equitable  Fire  &  Marine.  Providence         .       .104.8 

Erie  Fire  of  Buffalo,  Buffalo 106.4 

Eureka  Fire  &  Marine.  Cincinnati 118.7 

Fidelity  Fire.  Baltimore 104.  i 


Fidelity.  Des  Moines 118. o 

Fire  Association  of  Philadelphia,  Phila.   .   .   .116.4 
Fire  Ins.  Co.  County  of  Philadelphia,  Phila.    .  116.2 

Fireman's  Fund,  San  PYancisco 107.3 

Fire  Underwriters'  Agency,  Cincinnati  ....  103.2 

Franklin  Fire,  Philadelphia in. 8 

Georgia  Home,  Columbus,  Ga.  ■ 117.6 

German.  Freeport,  111 100.8 

German  Fire,  Indianapolis 126.2 

German  Alliance,  New  York 123. i 

German-American,  New  York 106.0 

Germania,  New  Orleans 116. 9 

Girard  Fire  &  Marine,  Philadelphia  .   ...       .112.2 

Globe  &  Rutgers  Fire,  New  York 200.4 

Grand  Rapids  Fire,  Grand  Rapids 118.6 

Greenwich,  New  York 119. 2 

Hamilton  Fire,  New  York 139.4 

Hanover  Fire,  New  York 1125 

Hartford  Fire,  Hartford 105.3 

Home  Fire,  Baltimore 118. 6 

Home,  New  York 101.7 

Home  Mutual,  San  Francisco 102.8 

Ins.  Co.  State  of  Illinois,  Rockford 112. 7 

Ins.  Co.  of  North  America,  Philadelphia    .   .   .  114. 2 
Ins.  Co,  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia.  125.0 

International  Fire,  New  York 123.0 

Indianapolis,  Indianapolis 188.7 

Jefferson  Fire,  Philadelphia 199.2 

Kings  County,  New  York 133.6 

Lafayette  Fire,  New  York 108.3 

Lumbermen's,  Philadelphia 132.6 

Madgeburg  Fire,  New  York 151. 3 

Manhattan  Fire,  New  York 117. o 

Mechanics,  Philadelphia 129.1 

Mechanics  &  Traders,  New  Orleans 120.2 

Mercantile  Fire  &  Marine,  Boston. 111.3 

Merchants,  New  York 117. 9 

Merchants,  New  Orleans 128.6 

Merchants,  Providence 125.0 

Merchants  &  Manufacturers,  Cincinnati.  .   .   .153.4 

Michigan  Fire  &  Marine,  Detroit iio.i 

Milwaukee  Fire,  Milwaukee 162.2 

Milwaukee  Mechanics,  Milwaukee 116.8 

Nassau  Fire,  Brooklyn 147.4 

National  Cincinnati 103.3 

National  Fire,  Hartford 103.2 

National  Standard,  New  York 130.3 

New  Hampshire  Fire,  Manchester 101.6 

New  York  Fire,  New  York 127.2 

New  York  Underwriters.  New  York 105.3 

NeivarkFire,  Newark 124.0 

Niagara  Fire,  New  York 107.0 

North  America,  Boston 102.2 

North  British  &  Mercantile,  New  York.    .   .   .1381.8 

North  River,  New  York iio.o 

Northern.  New  Yoi"k 174.3 

Norwalk  Fire.  Norwalk '  .   .   .  115. 9 

Orient,  Hartford 112.2 

Pacific  Fire.  New  York 117. i 

Pennsylvania  Fire,  Philadelphia in. 6 

Peoples,  Pittsburg  . 123.7 

Peter  Cooper  Fire,  New  York 111. i 

Phonix  Brooklyn,  New  York 105.3 

Phoenix,  Hartford 106.6 

Phila.  Underwriters,  Erie,  Pa 115. o 
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Providence-Washington,  Providence 1098 

Queen,  New  York 104.6 

Reading  Fire,  Reading,  Pa 102.5 

Reliance,  Philadelphia 123. i 

Rochester  German,  Rochester,  N.  Y 100. 8 

Security,  New  Haven iii.i 

Security  Fire,  Cincinnati 121. 7 

Security  Fire,  Davenport,  la 106.9 

Southern,  New  Orleans 112. 5 

Spring  Garden,  Philadelphia 109. i 

Springfield  F.  &  M.,  Springfield,  Mass 105.  i 

St.  Paul  Fire  &  Marine,  St.  Paul 107.8 

Standard.  Trenton.  N.  J 11S.2 

Stuyvesant.  New  York 147.3 

Sun,  New  Orleans 101.2 

Tliuringia- America,  New  York 120.8 

Traders  of  N.  Y.,  New  York 144.4 

Union,  Buffalo    .' 113.8 

Union,  Philadelphia 121. 2 

United  Baltimore.  Baltimore 119.6 

United  Fireman's,  Philadelphia      118.5 

United  States  Fire,  New  York 124.2 

Victoria  Fire,  New  York 113. S 

Virginia  F.  &  M.,  Richmond 101.6 

Virginia  State,  Richmond 104.2 

Washington,  Cincinnati 107.5 

Westchester,  New  Yorl? 102.0 

Western,  Chicago 203.9 

Western,  Pittsburg 128.3 

UNITED    ST.\TES    BRANCHES. 

Aachen  &  Munich.  Aix  la  Chapelle 115. 2 

Atlas,  London 106.5 

Baloise,  Basle 116. 9 

British  America,  Toronto 103.0 

Caledonian,  Edinburgh 112. o 

Commercial  Union,  London 101.6 

Hamburg-Bremen,  Hamburg 104.9 

Helvetia  Swiss  Fire,  St.  Gall in. 7 

Imperial,  London 116.0 

Lancashire,  Manchester 122.8 

Law  Union  &  Crown,  London 130.7 

Lion,  London 100.  i 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe.  Liverpool     .   .   .107.1 

London  Assur.,  London     106.7 

London  &  Lancashire,  Liverpool 102.8 

Magdeburg.  Germany 123.9 

Manchester,  England 102.4 

North  British  &  Mercantile.  London 107.3 

Northern.  London 107.1 

Netherlands.  The  Hague 115.4 

Norwich  Union,  England loi.i 

Palatine.  Manchester 107.4 

Phoenix,  London 102.3 

Prussian  National,  Stettin 109.0 

Royal.  England  . 109.5 

Royal  Exchange,  London     loi.i 

Scottish  Union  &  National,  Edinburgn       .   .   .1137 

State,  Liverpool       147.2 

Sun.  London 115.  i 

Svea,  Gothenburg .  103.9 

Thuringia,  Erfurt,  Germany 108.1 

Transatlantic  Fire,  Hamburg 118.6 

Union,  London   .   . 151-9 

Western  Assurance,  Toronto 105.7 


Extraordinary  Cause  of  Fire. 

Gasoline  is  always  dangerous.  The 
public  can  not  be  too  strongly  impressed 
with  this  fact.  The  oil  is  light,  and 
evaporating  rapidly  it  fills  the  air  with  an 
explosive  gas. 

Gilbert  E.  Overton,  special  agent  and 
adjuster  for  the  Milwaukee  Mechanics  at 
Los  Angeles,  sends  us  the  following  ac- 
count of  a  fire  caused  by  gasoline  under 
peculiar  circumstances.  If  the  lady  had 
meantime  gone  out  of  the  room,  there 
would  have  been  another  mysterious  fire. 
Mr.  Overton  writes: 

"A  few  weeks  since  I  settled  a  loss  in  this 
city  whi(!h  was  caused  in  a  curious  wa.v  as 
follows:  A  lady  was  sittinj?  in  her  bed-room, 
cleaning  a  silk  collar.  She  had  a  bowl  of  gas- 
oline in  one  hand.  Of  course,  the  gasoline 
was  constantly  throwing  off  gas.  About 
fifteen  feet  from  where  she  was  sitting  there 
was  a  bureau,  and  on  said  bureau  was  a  box 
of  matches.  By  reason  of  some  little  jar,  or 
for  some  reason  not  ascertained,  the  box  of 
matches  fell  to  the  floor,  and  one  or  two  of  the 
matches  ignited.  Instantly  the  gas  gen- 
erated by  the  gasoline  was  ignited,  and  the 
flame  communicated  with  the  source,  ignited 
the  gasoline  in  the  bowl,  and  burned  the 
lady's  hands  badly.  A  slight  fire  loss  re- 
sulted." 

Railway  Insurance  Scheme  Abandoned. 

With  the  alternative  of  a  general  strike, 
the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Company 
and  its  "constituent  companies"  have 
abandoned  the  proposed  '  'voluntary ' '  life, 
accident  and  health  insurance  scheme. 
The  particulars  of  this  gigantic  ''benev- 
olent" but  unscientific  undertaking  were 
given  in  the  March  Coast  Review. 


February  fire  losses  were  abnor- 
mal. It  is  evident  that  rates  must  be 
advanced  throughout  the  United   States. 

Wars,  says  our  philosopher,  are  started 
in  the  interest  of  publishers.  This,  cer- 
tainly, is  not  true  of  insurance  rate  wars. 

The  trouble  with  these  "insurance  de- 
partments" in  daily  newspapers  is  that 
life  is  too  short  for  the  average  insurance 
man  to  waste  time  in  an  effort  to  find  the 
"insurance  column." 
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Coast  Business  of  Non-Board  Companies. 

The  seven  companies  which  are  out  of 
the  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  of  the 
Pacific  wrote  a  total  of  $629,408  premiums 
in  the  Pacific  West  last  year.  This  is 
only  5.8  per  cent,  of  the  whole  business. 
As  stated  in  our  February  book,  the  pro- 
portion of  non-board  business  in  Califor- 
nia was  7.6  per  cent.  Both  percentages 
are  small. 

Annual  Meeting  of  United  States  Managers. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  resident 
secretaries  and  managers  of  the  United 
Scates  departments  of  the  Liverpool  & 
London  &  Globe  Insurance  Company  was 
held  this  year  in  New  Orleans.  General 
Manager  John  M.  Dove,  of  the  home 
office,  attended  this  meeting.  The  sev- 
eral department  inanagei-s  present  were: 
Henry  W.  Eaton,  resident  manager,  New 
York;  W.  S.  Wan-en,  resident  secretary, 
Chicago;  Clarence  F.  Low,  resident  secre- 
tary, New  Orleans:  Charles  D.  Haven, 
resident  secretary,  San  Francisco. 


Coast   Business  Outside 

of  California, 

Year. 

Premiu7n><. 

Lossin. 

nallo. 

1899     . 

.  $  5.209,978        $ 

2.156,693 

41.4 

1898    . 

4,656.780 

2.372.798 

50.9 

1897     . 

3,981.542 

1.576.912 

39.6 

1896     . 

3,915,242 

1.768.280 

45.1 

1895    . 

3. 904. 91  () 

1.770.911 

45.3 

1894     . 

4,136.997 

2.382.557 

57.5 

1893    . 

4,630,660 

2.222.194 

47.9 

1892     . 

5,139,108 

2.620.374 

50. 9 

1891     . 

4. 965, 795 

1.897.728 

38.2 

1890    . 

4,167.025 

1,674.574 

40.1 

1889    . 

3,501.839 

5,454,085 

155.7 

1888    . 

2,460.881 

941.450 

38.2 

1887     . 

2,190.285 

835.567 

38. 1 

1886     . 

1,958,793 

992. 256 

50.6 

1885    . 

1,800.429 

697,253 

38.7 

1884    . 

1,889.208 

1,072,298 

56.7 

1883     . 

1,847.776 

986,215 

53.3 

1882     . 

1.495.938 

1.106,970 

74.0 

1881     . 

1,116.700 

469.729 

42.0 

1880    . 

1,034,905 

497,673 

48.0 

Totals  $64,004,797        $33,496,5r 


52.3 


Division  of  Municipal   Insurance   Gives  Each 
Company  a  $320  Line. 

The  policy  on  the  city  hall  of  Salem. 
Or.,  expired  on  February  27,  and  the  city 
council  thereupon  ordered  that  the  $16.- 
000  insurance  should  be  divided  among 
the  agents  who  have  paid  the  required 
annual  license  of  $18.  Of  the  fifty-four 
companies  in  the  state,  fifty-one  are  rep- 
resented in  Salem.  One  carries  the  city's 
State  street  property,  and  was  therefore 
debarred  from  a  bite  of  this  plum.  The 
fifty  biters  got  a  $320  bite.  The  Oregon 
Relief  Association  was  among-  them. 


One  14,  the  Other  15  Years. 

Two  California  incendiaries  have  just 
received  severe  sentences. 

W.  J.  Goldsworthy  of  Stockton,  a  mer- 
chant guilty  of  committing  burglary  with 
intent  to  bui-n  his  stoi'e  next  door,  was 
sentenced  to  fourteen  years'  imprison- 
ment. 

Thomas  Jones,  carpenter,  the  Brown's 
Valley  firebug,  convicted  on  a  charge  of 
attempted  arson  and  on  a  charge  of  arson 
as  well,    was  sentenced    to   fifteen    years. 

This  exhibition  of  justice  should  have  a 
good  effect  in  California  and  elsewhere  on 
the  Coast. 

Appointed  Superintendent  of   Agencies. 

Ed.  Nile.s  is  now  superintendent  of  agen- 
cies for  the  North  British  &  Mercantile's 
Pacific  Coast  department.  This  merited  pro- 
motion was  made  on  January  1.  Mr.  Niles 
has  been  engaged  in  insurance  work  in  this 
field  for  the  past  seventeen  years,  and  has 
visited  all  the  cities,  towns  and  hamlets  in 
the  Pacific  West.  He  was  manager  of  the 
Compact  Association  of  the  Northwest,  suc- 
ceeding Mr.  Slillman.  Mr.  Niles  was  also 
general  agent  of  the  Union  Insurance  Com- 
pany and  has  had  wide  experience  as  special 
agent  and  adjuster. 


The  MiTUAi,  Life  subscribed  for  *10,000,UOO 
of  the  new  English  war  loan.  The  bonds, 
bearing  2;\  per  cent,  interest,  are  being 
offered  bv  San  Francisco  bankers. 


I  like  the  Coast  (Review  so  well  I  can't  be  without  it. 
Fred  0.  Bennett,  Hoquiam,  Wash. 


A  sPAKK  from  a  nail  being  driven  into  a 
bench  is  said  to  have  caused  a  fire  in  a  New 
England  factory. 
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New  Appointments. 

United  States  Manager  Geo.  S.  A. 
Young-  of  the  Manchester  (and  president 
of  the  American  of  New  York),  United 
States  Manager  Chas.  H.  Post  of  the 
Caledonian,  and  President  E.  O.  Dore- 
mus  of  the  American  of  Newark,  who 
have  heen  looking  over  this  field,  and 
conferring  as  to  their  joint  Pacific 
Coast  department,  have  promoted  T.  J. 
Conroy  to  joint  managership  with 
L.  B.  Edwards,  and  have  appointed 
George  W.  Brooks  assistant  manager. 
Mr.  Brooks  has  long  been  identified  with 
the  city  department  of  the  London  & 
Lancashire. 

President  Post  of  the  new  Caledonian- 
American  of  New  York  has  placed  the 
general  agency  of  that  company  with 
W.  Loaiza  &  Co.,  who  also  represent 
the  Prussian  National,  Niagara  and  Union 
Casualty.  The  Caledonian-American  has 
$200,000  capital.  $361,754  assets,  and  $71,- 
333  net  surplus. 


California   Country  Business. 

The  following  compilation,  made  up 
from  oflficial  figui-es,  includes  the  business 
of  protected  towns,  where  losses  are 
relatively  much  lighter  than  in  unpro- 
tected towns  and  on  farms.  In  the 
absence  of  protected  town  statistics  we 
are  obliged  to  class  all  the  interior  busi- 
ness as  "country." 

The  showing  is  bad  at  best.  The  total 
of  losses  and  expenses,  including  taxes, 
during  the  last  five  years,  exceeds  the 
premiums.  Outside  of  the  protected 
towns,  the  average  loss  ratio,  it  is  clear, 
is  dismaying,  for  it  is  undoubtedly  larger 
than  the  61  per  cent,  of  the  entire  "in- 
terior"' in  1899: 


Year. 

Prewii//iis. 

Loftses. 

Ratio. 

1899     . 

.  $  3.7.30,218 

$  2,279,020 

60.8 

1898     . 

.      4.220,357 

2,987,640 

70.7 

1897     . 

.      3,139.037 

1,931,427 

61.5 

1896     . 

.      2,522.874 

1,846,847 

73.2 

1895     . 

3,027,339 

1,896,925 

62.6 

5  yr 

5.  $16,659,825 

$10,941,859 

65.6 

189-1     . 

.      4.017,367 

2,227,812 

55.4 

1893     . 

.      4,345,677 

1,989,870 

45.7 

Year. 
1892 
1891 
1890 

1889 
1888 
1887 
1886 
1885 
1884 
1883 
1882 
1881 
1880 
1879 
1878 
1877 


Premium.'!. 
4.558,812 
4,188.095 
3,864.872 
3,829,008 
3,802,1!  10 
.3,391.570 
3,121,588 
2,585.179 
2,494,689 
2.272,236 
2,188,152 
2.057,033 
1,924.735 
1,743,341 
1,777,687 
2,060,908 


Z.ossf.'i. 

2,047,848 

1.840,174 

1,889,529 

2.217.757 

2.421,987 

1,555,032 

1,50.3,845 

1,251.937 

864. 392 

1.038.884 

1,219.065 

9.54.380 

950,878 

975,161 

687.526 

728. 908 
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Ratio 
44.9 
43.9 
48.8 
57.9 
63.6 
45.8 
48.1 
48.4 
34.6 
45.7 
55.7 
46.3 
49.4 
55.9 
38.6 
35.3 


Totals  $70,882,964        $37,397,675        52.8 


Kerosene  Clause  Sustained. 

Policy  clause  providing'  Ihat  kerosene  oil  be 
drawn  by  daylight  or  not  less  than  ten  feet 
from  artificial  light  has  been  sustained  by 
the  Michigan  supreme  court,  which  says: 

"This  language  is  plain  and  unambiguous. 
We  cannot  doubt  that  it  was  intended  to  and 
should  be  construed  as  providing  a  forfeiture 
for  the  drawing  of  kerosene  in  any  other 
manner  than  that  provided." 

Plaintiff  had  a  lighted  lamp  with  him  while 
drawing  kerosene.  He  dropped  the  lamp,  and 
fire  followed,  destroying  his  property.  He 
swore  that  he  was  from  five  to  six  feet  from 
the  barrel  of  oil  when  the  accident  occurred. 


Proof  of  Loss  Must  be  Made   in  Sixty   Days. 

The  standard  form  of  policy  requu-es  that 
proofs  of  loss  shall  be  made  within  sixty  days. 
Fire  occurred  June  8,  1896,  but  proofs  were 
not  made  until  October  19,  four  months  after 
the  fire.  The  lower  court  gave  judgment  for 
the  plaintiff,  but  the  supreme  court  (Cali- 
fornia), on  March  20,  reversed  that  decision, 
holding  that  the  plaintiff  contracted  to  pre- 
sent proofs  within  sixty  days,  and  having 
broken  the  contract  cannot  recover. 


PiONEEK  Mutual  Insurance  Company. — 
Articles  of  incorporation  of  a  Washington  fire 
mutual  were  filed  at  Seattle,  Wash.,  March 
1.5.  The  new  venture,  called  the  Pioneer 
Mutual  Ins.  Co.,  alleges  its  object  to  be  the 
protection  and  relief  of  members  in  the  event 
of  fire.  The  real  object,  we  believe,  is  to 
give  the  promoter  a  job. 
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Death  of  David  Jackson  Staples. 
An  honor-able  and  successful  career  has 
closed.      The   venerable   ex-president    of 
the  Fireman's  Fund   Insurance  Company 
is  dead. 

It  is  the  lot  of  but  few  men  to  succeed 
in  life  in  a  conspicuous  way,  and  to  re- 
tain during  a  long  life  the  sincere  esteem 
of  business  associates.  David  .Jackson 
Staples  was  one  of  these  men. 

Had  he  not,  by  natural  talent  and  by 
favorable  opportunities,  secured  a  prom- 
inent place,  earlj^  in  the  strife  of  life,  his 
fellow-men  would  instinctively  and  from 
sheer  good  will  have  forced  him  to  the 
front  as  one  born  to  lead  and  deserving  of 
prosperitj'. 

Mr.  Staples  was  a  man  of  executive  . 
ability,  of  honest  intent  and  the  utmost 
candor,  and  of  keen  penetration  of  the 
character  of  men.  Men  trusted  him  with- 
out reservation.  He  inspired  them  with  his 
own  confidence  and  public  spirit.  Even 
narrow  men  were  broadened  by  the  in- 
fluence of  his  genial  and  straightforward 
nature. 

The  value  of  such  a  man,  to  the  com- 
munity, to  the  business  of  fire  underwrit- 
ing, and  to  the  company  of  whicii  he  was 
the  executive  official,  can  not  well  be 
over-estimated. 

Age  and  its  infirmities  are  inevitable, 
and  Mr.  Staples,  under  their  pressure, 
resigned  last  October,  and  gave  up  his 
office  on  December  31,  after  thirty-two 
years  and  eight  months'  service  as  presi- 
dent of,  and  over  a  third  of  a  centui-y's 
executive  connection  with,  the  Fireman's 
Fund.  The  fire  underwriters  of  San 
Francisco  soon  afterward  gave  him  a  com- 
plimentary dinner. 

The  deceased  was  born  in  Med  way, 
Mass..  in  May,  182-4.  An  orphan  boy,  he 
was  obliged  to  make  his  own  way  in  the 
world.  Farm  work  was  his  fii'st  employ- 
ment. Ambitious  for  a  career  pi-esenting 
better  opportunities  for  advancement,  he 
went  to  the  city  and  became  a  locomotive- 
builder.  The  gi-eat  gold  discovery  in 
California  attracted  the  young  man,  and 
he  crossed  the  continent  in  1849. 
For    twelve   years  Mr.  Staples  lived  in 


i-estful  quiet  in  the  Saci'amento  valley,  as 
merchant  and  rancher.  "I  lived  there," 
he  was  wont  to  say. 

He  was  an  enthusiastic  Lincoln  man, 
and  took  the  tedious  overland  ti-ip  to 
Chicago  and  attended  the  convention 
which  nominated  the  martyred  pi'esident. 

For  several  years  he  was  port  warden 
at  San  Francisco,  both  Gov.  Stanford  and 
Gov.  L/Ow  appointing  him  to  that  posi- 
tion. 

Mr.  Staples  became  manager  of  the 
Fireman's  Fund  on  May  3.  1866.  A  year 
later  he  was  elected  president.  In  the 
following  month  the  company  removed  to 
its  present  office.  The  affairs  of  the 
young  company  quickly  responded  to  his 
hopeful  energy  and  skillful  direction. 
With  instinctive  knowledge  of  men,  he 
invariably  selected  able  lieutenants, 
many  .of  whom  subsequently  became 
successful  managers  for  other  comp-'.nies. 

Mr.  Staples  was  elected  president  of  the 
original  San  Francisco  Board  of  Fire  Un- 
derwriters in  1876,  and  held  that  position 
until  the  recently  adopted  chai-ter  of  San 
Francisco  made  the  perpetuation  of  that 
organization  unnecessary. 

The  accompanying  portrait  is  from  a 
photograph  taken  nine  or  ten  yeai-s  ago. 


California    Country   Business   is   Unprofitable. 

During  the  past  five  years  the  counti'y 
business  of  California  has  been  transacted, 
as  a  whole,  at  a  loss.  Fire  losses  and  ex- 
penses have  exceeded  the  premiums. 
This  losing  experience  is  also  true  of  the 
last  two  yeai's,  when  a  high  loss  ratio 
could  not  be  charged  to  a  rate  war. 

With  the  regular  companies  losing 
money  at  present  rates,  in  spite  of  skill- 
ful management  and  systematic  inspec- 
tions, how  can  any  sensible  man  expect  a 
farmers'  mutual  to  successfuly  write  this 
same  country  business  at  "'cheap'"  rates? 


In  thii'teen  years  the  Life  Insurance 
Co.  of  Virginia  has  increased  its  prem- 
ium income  yearly  from  $99,556  in  1887  to 
$937,900  in  1899.  It  now  has  $22,556,471 
in  force. 


DAVID    JACKSON    STAPLES, 

Ex-President   Fireman's   Fund   Insurance   Company. 
Died  April  3,   1900. 
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Individual  Marine  Underwriting. 

The  live  hundred  odd  underwriters  or  in- 
surance agents  (saj's  the  London  Daily  Mail) 
who  coustitute  the  world's  marine  insurance 
office  known  at  Lloyd's  spend  their  lives  play- 
ing a  game  of  pitch  and  toss  with  the  world's 
mercantile  marine. 

The  40,000  dice  with  which  the  game  is 
played  include  every  build  of  merchantman, 
from  the  Oceanic  to  the  100-tou  wallowing 
"tramp."  The  bare  rules  of  the  game  are  as 
simple  as  those  governing  pitch  and  toss;  yet 
so  complex  are  many  of  the  thousand  and  one 
influences  to  be  taken  into  consideration  be- 
fore you  make  each  move,  a  man  must  have 
the  head  of  a  Bismarck  if  he  would  make  a 
fortune  by  insuring  ships.  Every  ship  on 
leaving  port  with  a  fresh  cargo  is  insured  in 
at  least  three  different  ways.  Against  total 
loss  of  both  ship  and  cargo,  accident  to  ship, 
and  accident  to  cargo.  As  the  anchor  is  being 
weighed  a  clerk  is  dispatched  to  Lloyd's  with 
a  portfolio  giving  full  particulars  of  the  des- 
tination, nature  of  cargo,  name  of  captain  of 
ship,  the  amount  of  insurance  wanted,  and 
rate.  No  single  underwriter  ever  takes  the 
risk  of  insuring  a  whole  ship.  But  before 
he  decides  whether  he  will  take  an  eighth, 
sixth,  or  quarter,  he  has  to  weigh  the  chances 
there  are  against  the  ship  returning  to  port, 
with  the  rate  wanted.  Firstly,  he  recalls  the 
standing  of  the  firm  she  belongs  to;  whether 
it  is  unlucky. 

Then  he  looks  at  the  captain's  name,  and  if 
his  memory  fails  i-efers  hurriedly  to  the 
"Captains'  Register,"  a  biographical  diction- 
ary of  every  captain,  giving  everj^  detail  con- 
cerning him,  from  the  luck  he  has  had  to  the 
number  of  children.  Then  the  nature  of  the 
cargo  in  relation  to  the  distance  of  the  voy- 
age and  the  destination.  These  being  satis- 
factory, he  notes  the  route  she  is  taking  in 
relation  to  the  weather,  and  whether  the 
equinoctial  gales  are  blowing  or  whether 
cyclones  are  expected. 

Then  he  runs  over  the  political  state  of 
affairs.  By  knowing  that  the  annual  Peru- 
vian revolution  is  due,  and  consequently  the 
chances  are  that  the  cargo  will  be  confiscated, 
and  perhaps  the  ship  sunk,  an  underwi-iter 
may  save  himself  from  ruin.  Or  again,  he 
may  have  forgotten  the  fact  telegraphed  that 
morning  that  a  derelict  had  been  sighted 
right  in  the  ship's  course,  and  thereby  lose 
seven  or  eight  thousand  by  accidents,  if,  in- 
deed, he  is  not  called  upon  to  pay  his  share  of 
insurance  against  total  loss.  Nothing  is  too 
small  or  insignificant  for  the  attention   of  an 


underwriter  who  hopes  to  make  a  living. 
Perhaps  a  captain  with  a  clear  record  of  40 
years  suddenly  through  domestic  trouble 
gives  way  to  drink.  He  is  arrested  in  some 
small  village  for  disorderly  conduct.  The  fact 
is  recorded  at  Lloyd's,  and  immediately  add- 
ed to  his  biography  in  the  "Captains'  Reg- 
ister." The  underwriter  may  not  take  the 
trouble  to  look  up  the  captain's  biography,  re- 
membering his  record  up  to  yesterday.  But 
the  drink  fiend  has  claimed  that  captain. 
He  loses  his  ship  and  ruins  the  underwriter. 
Yet  the  whole  of  these  chances  and  influences 
have  to  be  taken  into  consideration  while  the 
shipping  clerk  waits  at  your  desk  fidgeting. 
There  is  no  time  to  learn  the  oceanography  of 
the  Persian  Gulf  or  the  present  political  sit- 
uation in  Ecuador. 

But  during  the  two  centuries  that  Lloyd's 
has  been  in  existence  it  has  made  a  suit  of 
armor,  to  break  through  which  your  shipping 
firm  has  to  be  particularly  smart. 

Whenever  you  can  smell  the  salt  sea  you 
will  find  a  Lloyd's  agent  with  his  telescope, 
telegraph,  and  flagstaff.  On  sighting  any 
vessel  he  signals  as  to  name,  destination,  and 
condition,  and  before  she  has  had  time  to  haul 
down  her  flags  these  facts  concerning  her  are 
posted  up  at  Lloyd's. 

An  underwriter  is  keeping  an  eye  on  a  cer- 
tain vessel  on  which  he  has  plunged  to  his  full 
depth.  One  afternoon  she  may  be  reported 
as  having  been  sighted  oiS  some  point  flying 
signals  of  distress.  During  the  night  he  lies 
awake  wondering  what  her  fate  has  been  or 
what  his  will  be.  Morning  dawns,  and  he 
hurries  down  as  early  as  appearances  will 
allow  him  to  scan  the  telegrams  received  dur- 
ing the  night.  He  cannot  see  her  name 
among  them.  Asa  forlorn  hope  he  refers  to 
the  i-egisterof  telegrams.  The  last  one  pasted 
in  is  that  of  yesterday.  With  trembling  hand 
he  hurries  into  the  "Chamber  of  Hori'ors," 
where  are  posted  up  all  total  losses  and  wrecks. 
He  cannot  see  her  name  among  the  missing. 
Yet  here  is  a  telegram  from  the  agent,  who 
ought  to  have  reported  sighting  her  during 
the  night.  "Large  vessel  gone  to  pieces  off 
hei-e.  Name  not  known."  Even  then  your 
gi-ay-headed  underwriter  does  not  lose  heart. 
Other  ships  are  passing  that  very  point.  The 
one  which  carries  his  financial  life  or  death 
may  even  now  be  in  safe  anchorage.  It  is  in 
such  circumstances  that  the  gambling  spirit 
wins. 


The  proposed  merchants   marine  subsidies 
would  help  the  American  marine  busine.ss. 


2IO 


The   Coast  ReVievP 


Early  San  Francisco  Conflagrations. 

Daily  papers  appeared  in  San  Francisco 
immediatelj'  after  the  discovery  of  gold, 
but  a  perusal  of  the  old  files  of  these 
journals,  in  the  rooms  of  the  California 
Pioneers,  has  failed  to  discover  very  in- 
teresting- details  of  local  life.  The  report- 
ers of  those  exciting  days  do- not  appear 
to  have  had  the  faculty  of  grasping 
essentials. 

Thei"e  were  no  insurance  agents  because 
there  were  no  insurance  companies, 
though  later,  in  1852,  the  Liverpool  & 
London  &  Globe  established  its  Pacific 
department  in  San  Francisco.  One  looks 
in  vain,  over  the  newspaper  files,  for  an 
insurance  advertisement.  The  "banking 
and  insurance"  cards  are  misleading,  for 
only  gold  dust  in  transit  was  insured  or 
guaranteed  by  the  banker  handling  it. 
One  banker  advei-tised  that  he  had 
"opened  policies  to  extent  of  $5,000,000  in 
gold  shipments  to  New  York." 

On  May  4,  1850,  there  was  a  fire  which 
destroyed  400  buildings.  The  loss  was 
estimated,  probably  over-estimated,  at 
$5,000,000.  Making  due  allowance  for 
high  prices  for  wages  and  building  mate- 
rials and  goods  generally,  then  prevail- 
ing, it  is  not  likely  that  the  fiimsy  build- 
ings of  those  days  cost,  with  their 
contents,  an  average  of  $12,500  each. 

On  September  17  of  the  same  year  150 
houses  were  burned  in  a  district  along 
Washington,  Dupont,  Jackson,  Kearny 
and  Pacific  streets.  The  fire  began  in  a 
saloon.  Beyond  a  complaint  of  a  scarcity 
of  water,  the  local  papers  did  not  regard 
this  little  fire  as  deserving  any  special 
notice. 

The  great  fire  of  May  3,  1831,  which 
destroyed  several  newspaper  offices,  was 
deemed  worthy  of  two  or  three  columns 
of  description,  together  with  a  diagram, 
and  a  list  of  about  600  merchants  and 
others  who  were  burned  out. 

This  was  a  veritable  conflagration. 
The  burned  district  extended  from  Pine 
and  California  streets,  diagonally  to 
Sacramento,  to  Battery,  to  Broadway,  to 
Sansome,  diagonally  to  Montgomery  and 
Pacific,    thence   to    Jackson,    to   Kearny, 


and  diagonally  through  Portsmouth 
square  to  Clay,  thence  to  California,  to 
Pine  street. 

The  chief  of  the  fire  department  was 
out  of  the  city.  There  was  very  little 
water,  and  there  were  no  fire  hydrants. 
The  fire  literally  burned  itself  out.  Many 
of  the  brick  buildings  were  mere  shells, 
with  walls  not  thick  at  base  according  to 
hight.  They  tumbled  to  ruins.  The 
iron  and  zinc  buildings,  "brought  round 
the  Horn,"  curled  up  "like  scorched 
leaves,"  according  to  the  newspaper  ac- 
counts. The  two-story  building  on  the 
corner  of  Montgomery  and  Commei-cial 
streets,  belonging  to  James  King  of 
William,  escaped  the  flames  which  sur- 
rounded it.  Just  here,  our  Pioneer  guide 
remarked  that  the  curious  name  of  this 
distinguished  man — whose  assassination 
resulted  in  the  organization  of  the  famous 
Vigilance  Committee — recalled  to  him  a 
well  known  character  who  used  to  refer 
to  himself  as  James  Queen  of  Charlotte. 

Bank  vaults  successfully  resisted  the 
heat,  but  iron  buildings  twisted,  melted, 
and  fell.  There  was  considerable  loss  of 
life.  Six  men  were  burned  to  death  in 
one  building.  Four  lost  their  lives  in  an 
iron  building  on  thecorner  of  Sacramento 
and  Montgomery  streets.  This  reminds 
us  of  a  melancholy  incident  of  the  Chi- 
cago fire  twenty  years  afterward.  A 
number  of  men  and  women  took  refuge 
in  a  big  iron  building,  in  the  confident 
belief  that  it  would  afford  them  perfect 
protection.     All  lost  their  lives. 

The  loss  at  this  great  San  Francisco 
conflagration  was  estimated  at  $12,000,000. 
It  is  possible  that  the  indii-ect  loss 
brought  the  actual  loss  up  to  this  great 
figure.  There  was,  of  course,  no  insur- 
ance. The  planked  streets,  still  unpaid 
for,  were  almost  wholly  desti-oyed  by  fire; 
and  for  some  time  the  authorities  made 
no  effort  to  extinguish  the  slow-creeping 
fires  in  the  planking.  Wages  of  mechan- 
ics advanced  immediately  to  $10  a  day, 
and  the  prices  of  building  materials  were 
doubled. 

Marine  underwriters  are  not  wreck- 
less. 
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March   Fires. 

These  tire  loss  reports  were  origiuated  by  the 
Coast  Review  in  1880. 

LOSSES    BY    COMPANIES. 

Aachen  iSt  Munich *  3,122 

JUtmi 4.755 

Agricultural 1,639 

Alliance 160 

American,  N.  J.              198 

American,  N.  Y 266 

American,  Pa 3.224 

American,  Boston  .    .  

American  Central      6,129 

Atlas 5.936 

Baloise   .    .       20 

Boston 267 

British  America 8,311 

Caledonian 3,093 

Commercial  Union :    .    .    .    .  863 

Connecticut 2,773 

Fire  Association  . .  5,577 

Fireman's  Fund  .    .           9,290 

Franklin 1,200 

German  Alliance 650 

German-American 3,607 

Girard ' ...  544 

Greenwich     ....               ,^,871 

Hamburg-Bremen 4,421 

Hamburg  Underwriters 1.213 

Hanover      3.474 

Hartford 5,886 

Helvetia  ....           2,015 

Home,  N.  Y 8,186 

Home  Mutual 3.975 

Ins.  Co.  North  America 4,272 

Imperial 6,191 

Lancashire         227 

Law  Union  &  Crown                    2,245 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe 6,081 

Lion 3,577 

Loudon  &  Lancashire 3.271 

London 2,488 

Magdeburg       ...           920 

Magdeburg,  N.  Y. 26 

Manchester .    .  5.965 

Mercantile       .         

Merchants 459 

Milwaukee  Mechanics 6,329 


National,  Hartford 

Netherlands 

New  Zealand  

New  York  Underwriters    . 

Niagai'a 

Northern  

North  German  

North  British  &  Mercantile 

Norwich  Union 

Orient      


6,982 

470 

1.039 

2,126 

1,000 

1,214 

3.148 

10,454 

1.853 

614 

Palatine 5.728 

Pelican 219 

Pennsylvania 5,470 

Philadelphia  Underwriters 3.836 

Phcenix,  Hartford 3.534 

Phoenix,  London    . 3,852 

Providen(;e-VVashinglon 557 

Prussian  National      1,120 

Queen 7,792 

Royal  Exchange 519 

Koyal        21,859 

Scottish  Union  &  National 3,581 

Springfield • 5,354 


Sun,  London 3.797 

St.  Paul 3-495 

State  Fire 307 

Svea 2,001 

Teutonia 1,500 

Traders 955 

Transatlantic 3.265 

Thuringia-American    .    .         .        .  270 

Thuringia 3.477 

Union,  London ....  773 

Union,  Pa 585 

United  States  .                  i44 

Westchester 994 

Western 4.467 

Williamsburg  City i,75o 

Total $289,654 

Total  to  d.\te,  1899   .        1829,087 

"      "      1898 $1,148,999 

WASHINGTON. 


$610 

$424 
1500 
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Friday  Hbr.,  fr  fish  packing  house: 

^tna *900 

Goldenvale,  fr  dwg  and  cents  : 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe *2,400 

King  CO  ,  farm  dwg  : 

Royal     

Latah,  gen'l  mdse: 

German-Amei'ican 

Prosser,  dwg  and  conts: 

Home 

Puvallup,  conts  fr  dwg  : 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe       *1,000 

Seattle,  fr  dwg  and  conts  : 

New  York  Underwriters $1,000 

Seattle,  dvvg: 

Queen ...  $650 

.  Seattle,  fr  dwg: 

Western .  $'<50 

.  Snohomish,  fr  mill  bldg  and  conts  : 

Imperial I'J'.'^O 

Tacoma,  woodenware  factory  and  mach'y  : 

British  America $1,000 

German-American 583 

Law  Union  &  Crown    .    .  500 

Union,  Loudon 500 

Helvetia .  1,0(J0 

Hanover 1,000 

Aachen  &  Munich 1,000 

Springfield 1,000 

National 1,000 

London  &  Lancashire 620 

Phoenix,  London <i20 

North  British  &  Mercantile    .    .       .  1,500 

Atlas 216 

Greenwich 1,000 

Orient    .    .• 500 

Roval 1.500 

Scottish  Union 1,000 

Transatlantic         1.000 

Hamburg  Underwriters 1,000 

Total $16,5a9 

.  Tacoma.  stock  mdse  in  br  bldg: 

Pennsylvania $1,000 

.  Tekoa,  stock  mdse  : 

Transatlantic $500 

Aachen  &  Munich 7.50 

Imperial 795 
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5  .  Tekoa,  conts  dwg: 

Law  Union  &  Crown 
Losses  under  $500  .    .   .    . 
Total  Washington  .    . 


.  .  mm 

$10,044 
$40,156 


OREGON. 

15  .  Near  Eugene,  farm  property  : 

Fire  Association $600 

28  .  Eug-ene,  dwg: 

Springfield      -. $900 

27-  Portland,  hhld  furni: 

Law  Union  &  Crown $500 

26  .  Roseburg,  fr  dwg  : 

North  British 600 

Losses  under  $500 $3,253 

Total  Oregon $5,853 

MONTANA. 

18  .  Anaconda,  fr  bldgs: 

North  British $500 

^tna 898 

Milwaukee  Mechanics 500 

.   .  Butte,  contents  fr  dwg; 

Hartford  Fire $500 

17  .  Kalispel,  stk  genl  mdse  in  br  bldg : 

Manchester $    611 

Western        612 

Springfield 612 

Royal 1,985 

Fire  Association 500 

26     Kalispel,  fr  bldg,  grain,  hides: 

Manchester $   600 

Phoenix,  London 1,875 

3  .  Missoula,  fr  dwg  : 

Phoenix,  Hartford .$500 

20  .  Red  Lodge,  br  bldg  and  contents  : 

Phoenix,  Hartford $2,000 

Manchester 500 

Fire  Association    .• 2,000 

Roval 4,000 

Queen        1,000 

British  America 2,000 

Western ],500 

North  British 5,000 

Greenwich 1,250 

Pennsylvania 1,350 

National 500 

St.  Paul 2,000 

American  Central 4,250 

Home  Mutual .    2,000 

Atlas      1,000 

Ins.  Co.  North  America     750 

Thuringia 750 

Fireman's  Fund  2,000 

Hambursr-Bremen        1,000 

American,  Pa .    .    1,000 

Sun      1,000 

Total $36,225 

Losses  under  $500 $9,158 

Total  Montana     . $55,696 

IDAHO. 

2ll  .  Harrison,  hotel  and  furni: 

American,  Pa $1,000 

Thuringia 1,000 

North  British 1,000 

2  .  Snohomish,  fr  store  bldg  and  conts: 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe   . $1,000 


25  .  Wallace,  hotel : ' 

National 500 

Springfield 500 

Losses  under  $500 $894 

Total  Idaho $5,894 

COLORADO. 

3  .  Denver,  genl  mdse : 

National $1,000 

3  .  Iron  ton,  bldg: 

North  German $950 

9  .  Leadville,  stock: 

North  German $1,000 

Losses  under  $500 $1,370 

Total    Colorado $4,320 

NEW  MEXICO. 

2  .  Brazos,  genl  mdse  store : 

Atlas $1,800 

26  .  Grants,  genl  mdse: 

Queen $2,000 

Royal 3,.500 

17  .  Gallup,  beer  whse: 

British  America $1,000 

Losses  under  $500 $863 

Total  New  Mexico $9,145 

ARIZONA. 

.    .  Phoenix,  br  dwg: 

Palatine $1,500 

Losses  under  $500 $194 

Total  Arizona $1,694 

NEVADA. 

.    .  Virginia,  fr  hoisting  wks: 

^tna $855 

Losses  under  $500 $125 

Total  Nevada $980 

ALASKA. 

1  .  (Feb.)  Ft.  Yukon,  stk  gen'l  mdse: 

Pennsylvania      $1,250 

Union,*  Pa 5C0 

Springfield 1,350 

National 1,250 

Total  Alaska $4,250 

HAWAIIAN  ISLANDS. 

27  .  (Jan.)  Honolulu,  fr  dwg: 

Scottish  Union   , $1,500 

13  .  Honolulu,  dwg  and  conts: 

Caledonian $2,250 

Manchester 3,250 

Royal 2,300 

Total  Hawaiian  Islands $9,300 

UTAH. 

.   .  Diamond,  saloon  bldg : 

Hanover $690 

Losses  under  $500 $466 

Total  Utah  . $1,1.56 

WYOMING. 
Losses  under  $500 .  $95 
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BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 

Losses  under  $500 «317 

Total  Outside  Territory $138,856 

CALIFORNIA. 

.    .  Alameda  co.,  dwg  and  barn  : 

Fireman's  Fund *600 

17  .  Blue  Canyon,  fr  hotel: 

Imperial  " $1,500 

Lion 1,000 

23  .  Benicia,  fr  buildinss: 

Teutonia $1,500 

2  .  Beneeia,  tannery  : 

Ins.  Co.  North  America $1,000 

6  .  Chico,  fr  dwelling: 

British  America $950 

14  .  Durham,  fr  flour  mill,  mucliinciy  uud  stk : 

Fireman's  Fund "..  $1,943 

Hartford  Fire     .    .    1,488 

German  American 881 

B  .  Fall  River  Mills,  geul  mdse  : 

Queen $1,426 

Royal 1,426 

11  .  Fresno,  frdvvg  and  f urni : 

Svea $660 

27  .  (Feb.)  Fresno,  mdse: 

Hanover $    587 

Milvvaulcee  Mechanics 1,174 

5  .  Forest  Hill,  dwg  and  cents: 

Home $1,334 

.    .  Folsom,  fr  dwg  and  couls: 

Hartford  Fire $791 

1  .  Guadalupe,  dwg : 

Law  Union  &  Crown $500 

28  .  Healdsburg,  stic  drugs: 

Aachen  &  Munich $728 

Hanover        728 

.  Humboldt  co.,  dwg  and  conis: 

Pennsylvania     $800 

.  Los  Banos,  dwg  : 

German  Alliance $650 

.  Los  Angeles,  br  stores  : 

Roval $621 

Transatlantic 881 

.  Los  Angeles,  dwg: 

Milwaukee  Mechanics .$3,500 

Queen .    .   1.000 

.  Los  Angeles,  fr  factory  and  cuuls: 

American  Central $    700 

Philadelphia  Underwriters 1,136 

.  Los  Angeles,  fr  dwgs: 

Williamsburg  City .$1,100 

.  Los  Angeles,  dwg  and  conts: 

Fii'eman's  Fund "  .    .  $500 

.  Marysville,  conts  dwg: 

Norwich  Union $550 

.  Napa,  fr  dwg  and  conts: 

New  Yorlc  Underwriters $850 

.  Napa  CO. ,  conts  dwg : 

Atlas $600 

.  Nevada  Cit}-,  dwg: 

Home  Mutual $650 

.  Oakland,  iron  works: 

Ins.  Co.  North  American .$551 

.  Pasadena,  stk  wall  paper: 

^tna $807 


1  .  Pasadena,  dwg: 

Home  Mutual $1,000 

.    .  Red  Bluff,  dwg: 

Fireman's  Fund $500 

27  .  Sanger,  lumber,  sasli  and  door  lucLory  : 

National $    843 

Springfield 442 

Palatine 1,762 

Greenwich 600 

North  British 600 

Sun 740 

Home 1,713 

Phcenix,  London 810 

Total $7,510 

27  .  Sacramento,  saw  dust  mill: 

London $2,0(i0 

Northern ...       750 

Franklin lOO 

28  .  Shasta  co. ,  .fr  dwg  and  con  is: 

Hartford  Fire $562 

.    .  Siskiyou  co. ,  dwg  and  barn  : 

Fireman's  Fund $l,r0O 

24  .  Tehama  co. ,  fr  dwg  and  bam  : 

Hartford  Fire $1,000 

Losses  under  $.500 $32,454 

Total  California  S.  F.,  ex  .    .      $s3,14.s 
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SAN   FRANCISCO. 

Planing  mill: 

Home $3, 

Sun 1, 

Ins.  Co.  North  Aujericu 

Atlas 

Norwich  Union 1, 

Philadelphia  Underwriters     ...    2, 

Royal 1. 

Pennsylvania 

Connecticut 1. 

Continental 10. 


500 
000 
500 
500 
200 
500 
000 
825 
235 
000 


Total $22.2(10 

Chocolate  factory,  stk  and  mach'y  : 

Royal \    .  $    1)47 

American,  Pa 765 

Agricultural 765 

London  &  Lancashire     .       1,061 

Fire  Association    ...  ...    1,H77 

Palatine 612 

Home 1.753 

Hamburg-Bremen 1.326 

Fireman's  Fund 612 


30 


Total $  9,118 

Macaroni  factory,  Hour  mill  und  w  hse  : 

Royal '. $3,150 

Queen ;-)()() 

New  Zealand ...       TOO 

Connecticut 550 

Prussian  National 1,000 

Niagara i,000 

Imperial" 2,575 

Lion [    1.900 

British  America 2,500 

Western 1,500 

Atlas o.oO 

Greenwich 1,000 


Total -$16,725 

30  .  Dwelling  and  furni  : 

Agricultural $500 
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28  .  Building  and  furni: 

Hamburg-Bremen $1,750 

1  .  Maps  and  tools: 

German-American 1700 

28  .  (Feb.)  fr  bids  and  furni: 

Thuringia         $1,033 

Losses  under  $500 $i;5,2S8 

Total  San  Francisco $(j5,373 

Total  California $148,521 

Total  Pacific  Coast $287,377 


California  and  Coast  Monthly  Fire  Insurance. 
Losses. 

California. 

Month                         1900  1899  1898 

January $   102,190       $  159,053  $    300,012 

February     ....       128,855  169,142  145,896 

March 148,521  511,801  254,223 

First  quarter    .   .1   379,566       $  839.995  $    700,131 
Entire  Coast. 

January $   276,520       $  254,715  $   483,292 

February     ....       265,190  370,969  236,301 

March 287,377  623,315  374,338 

First  quarter    .    .$    829,087        $1,148,999  $1,083,831 


Claims  Recently  Paid  by  the  New  York  Life. 

Amount  Profit  on 

of  Policy.  Invest' t 

C.  N.  Christ,  Redwood  City,  Cal.  $  1.185  $  i,coo 

John  Came.  Soulsbyville,  Cal.    .      2,111  1,000 

J.  A.  Thompson,  San  Francisco  .      5,000  3,618 

Wm.  G.  Miller,  Petaluma,  Cal.  .      1,199  796 

C.  A.  Dallman,  Tucson,  Ariz.  .   .  .     3,000  2,424 

C.  M.  Rublee,  Prescott,  Ariz.   .   .      2,000  1,891 

Wm.  W.  Hill,  Phoenix.  Ariz.  .   .  .     2, coo  1,520 

C.  H.  Laughrey,  IJeadville,  Col.  .     i.oco  949 

E.  R.  Axtell,  Denver,  Col 1,500  1,400 

G.  W.  J.  Lemp,  Boise.  Idaho  .    .  .   10,000  9,140 

Henry  Chappie,  Billings,  Mont.  .      5,430  4,327 

C.  B.  Johnson,  The  Dalles,  Or.    .  .     2.000  1,438 

Chas.  Goodenough,  Portland,  Or.    7,500  1,873 

M.  A.  Slsneros,  Lincoln,  N.  M.  .  .     2,500  2,334 

Geo.  S.  Bush,  Seattle,  Wash.  .   .     5,000  4,390 


upon  the  remaining  "walls.  The  explosion  vi^as 
caused  by  the  carelessness  of  a  car  oiler  in 
leaving  the  faucet  of  a  gasoline  tank  open. 
A  score  of  persons  were  more  or  less   injured. 
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Total  .    .  • $51,425  $38,100 

These  Pacific  Western  claims,  paid  in  one 
month  by  the  New  York  Life,  returned  to 
the  beneficiaries  $38,100  more  than  the  amount 
of  the  premiums  paid. 

Among  the  claims  paid  by  this  company  in 
.lanuar3'  were  thirty  on  the  lives  of  policy- 
holders who  had  been  insured  less  than  a 
year. 

Gasoline  Explosion. 

Cheyenne  ( Wyo. )  Mai-ch  ;iS. — An  explosion 
occurred  at  an  early  hour  this  morning  at  the 
Union  Pacific  oil  house  at  Laramie.  The  end 
walls  were  blown  out,  the  roof  thrown  thirty 
feet  in   the  air,    turned  over  and   fell   back 


•5     p    ^    _ 
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Defective  electkic  light  wike  caused  a 
fire  in  the  front  of  a  millinery  store  in 
San  Francisco,  recently.  The  viindow  dis- 
play suddenly  burst  into  flames. 


The  acquittal  of  Thomas  B.  Scott,  ex-president 
of  the  defunct  Life  Ins.  Clearing  Co.  of  St.  Paul 
was  ordered  by  the  court,  on  technical  grounds,  it 
is  said. 
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An  Accident  Grafter. 

J.  W.  Mont,  who,  but  for  the  prompt  action 
of  the  authorities  of  Los  Augeles,  would  have 
succeeded  in  getting  away  with  some  $(l,t')00 
he  had  tauen  fi-om  a  man  who  was  on  his 
death  bed,  has  a  record  among  the  accident 
companies  as  a  grafter  of  the  first  rank. 
Mont  made  his  first  appearance  of  record  in 
California  in  '96  as  plaintiff  in  a  sensational 
suit,  in  which  he  essayed  to  recover  on  an 
accident  policy  bought  in  Streetor,  III.,  on 
Mai'ch  9,  1895.  He  alleged,  under  oath,  that 
while  en  route  to  Los  Angeles  he  fell  down- 
stairs at  Craig's  hotel  in  Kansas  City  and 
suffered  injuries  that  seriously  disabled  him. 

The  defendant  company  proved  that  Mont 
at  various  times  and  places  had  taken  out 
accident  policies  in  different  companies,  and 
that  he  went  by  the  names  of  John  W.  Mont- 
gomery, J.  W.  Montague,  and  J.  W.  Mont- 
gomery Montagu,  as  best  suited  his  pur- 
poses. He  was  shown  to  have  made  a  regular 
business  of  trying  to  defraud  insurance  com- 
panies, and,  moreover,  it  was  shown  that 
there  was  not  such  a  hotel  at  Kansas  City  as 
the  Craig  hotel.  Judgment  was,  of  course, 
for  the  company. 

Mont  confessed,  while  on  the  rack  at  police 
headquarters,  that  the  letters  taken  from  his 
valise  revealed  his  true  identity  in  J.  W. 
Montague,  Bloomington,  111.  Many  of  the 
names  given  by  him  to  the  detectives  also 
tally  with  those  contained  in  the  court 
records.  So  there  is  no  doubt  on  the  part  of 
the  officers  that  he  is  indeed  the  insurance 
swindler  of  their  earlier  acquaintance.  The 
man  from  whom  Mont  took  the  $1,600  looked 
upon  the  insurance  swindler  as  his  friend  in 
need,  and,  owing  to  this  cii'cumstance,  the 
police  are  at  a  loss  to  find  a  way  to  make  a 
complaint  stick  against  him,  though  the 
officers  still  regard  him  as  an  impostor  and  a 
swindler. 


Evolution  of  Liability  Under^n-iting. 

It  is  worthy  of  special  note  (says  The  Sur- 
veyor) that  the  underwriters  in  the  liabilit5' 
insurance  business  have  pursued  so  admirable 
a  policy  of  self-education  that  its  results  bid 
fair  to  place  liability  underwriting  nearer  to 
the  scientific  level  of  life  insurance  than 
either  fire  or  personal  accident  insurance  has 
as  yet  attained.  For  some  years  past  the 
companies  engaged  in  liability  insurance 
have  furnished  their  individual  experiences 
to  a  bureau  of  statistics  supported  by  mutual 
agreement.    This  bureau-combined  and  clas- 


sified the  experiences  thus  furnished  and 
made  careful  deductions  from  the  whole,  mak- 
ing corrections  and  additions  from  time  to 
time,  as  the  experience  widened,  until  there 
has  been  reached  a  fairly  exact  basis  for 
actuarial  tables  of  liability  hazard.  This  has 
been  possible  because  there  have  been 
comparatively  few  companies  engaged  in  the 
business  and  because  those  companies  were 
progressive  enough  to  realize  the  advantages 
that  must  accrue  from  such  pooling  of  expe- 
rience. The  experience  obtained  and  clas- 
sified by  the  bureau  covers  practically  the 
entire  business  written  in  this  country,  be- 
cause the  very  small  proportion  of  experience 
not  furnished  to  the  bureau  is  that  of  new 
companies,  during  the  past  year  or  two,  whose 
writings  have  been  mostly  on  lines  upon 
which  adequate  experience  had  been  gained 
by  the  old  companies  and  previously  furnished 
to  the  bureau. 


We  RE.SUME  the  printing  of  extracts  from 
old  numbers  of  this  journal.  As  before  stated, 
the  present  object  is  to  reprint  the  more  in- 
teresting and  important  data  from  the  first 
volume,  there  being  only  one  copy  in  exist- 
ence. We  are  thus  accumulating  materials 
for  a  fair  historical  account  of  Coast  under- 
writing. In  this  connection,  the  article  on 
"Early  Fires,"  appearing  on  another  page, 
has  some  value.  The  records  of  fires  and  in- 
surance on  this  Coast  prior  to  the  publication 
of  the  Coast  Review  in  1871  are  incomplete 
and  almost  inaccessible.  The  pioneer  Coast 
underwriters  "blazed"  paths  of  their  own. 
They  preferred  solitude,  and  appeared  to 
have  been  as  friendly  in  their  business  re- 
lations as  rival  country  newspaper  men.  A 
curious  exhibition  of  "aloofness,"  in  the  early 
days,  may  be  noted  here,  to-wit:  Some  of  the 
largest  foreign  offices  would  never  "recip- 
rocate" with  American  companies  by  giving 
any  business  in  return. 


MiTiAL  Thoibles.— Though  it  failed  twelve 
years  ago,  the  receiver  is  just  winding  up  the 
Oshkosh  Mutual  Fire,  of  Wisconsin.  Think 
of  our  Pacific  Coast  farmers  being  harassed 
by  mutual  receivers  for  twelve  years.  They 
can't  say  The  Coast  Review  didn't  sav  so! 


The  newest  insurance  idea,  as  set  forth  in 
an  advertisement,  is  a  prepared  food  that  will 
"insure  an  appetite  for  breakfast."  What 
the  avei-age  man  in  this  vale  of  tears  would 
prefer  is  the  insurance  of  the  breakfast  itself. 
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The  Resident  Agents   Law  of   Colorado   En- 
forced. 

LICEi-.SE     REVOKED    BY    THE    INSURANCE 
DEPARTMENT. 

The  first  case  of  violation  of  the  new 
reinsurance  and  resident  agency  law  of 
Colorado  came  before  the  insurance  de- 
partment of  that  state  a  few  days  ago. 
The  offending  company's  attorneys 
pleaded  that  the  violation  of  the  law  was 
not  willful,  and  that  the  policies  in  ques- 
tion never  passed  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
company's  agent.  Deputy  Commissioner 
Eddy,  howevei',  revoked  the  license  of 
the  companj^  for  1900,  in  the  following 
opinion,  addressed  to  the  defendant's 
attorney: 

Referring  to  our  several  interviews  of  re- 
cent date  wherein  you  represented  the  inter- 
ests of  the  German  Fire  Insurance  Company 
of  Peoria,  111.,  and  notwithstanding  the  very 
urgent  and  strong  appeal  made  by  you  looking 
to  the  issuance  by  this  department  of  a  certif- 
icate of  authority  for  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness by  the  above  mentioned  company  during 
the  year  1900,  1  have  to  say  that  having  given 
the  subject  my  earnest  and  careful  considera- 
tion, I  feel  obliged  under  all  the  circumstances 
to  deny  your  request. 

The  case  of  the  German  Fire  Insurance 
Company  of  Peoria,  111.,  presents  to  the  de- 
partment the  first  violation  of  the  reinsur- 
ance and  resident  agency  act  passed  by  the 
last  session  of  the  legislature  to  which  its 
attention  has  been  called.  This  law  was 
enacted  for  the  double  purpose  of  securing  to 
the  state  the  tax  due  it  upon  fire  insurance 
business  transacted  by  companies  authorized 
to  do  business  within  its  boundaries  and  pro- 
tecting the  rights  of  resident  agents  duly 
authorized  by  law  to  procure  such  business. 
Immediately  upon  the  taking  effect  of  the  law, 
this  company,  with  all  other  fire  insurance 
companies  doing  business  within  the  state, 
was  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  same  and  as 
well  with  the  interpretation  given  thereto  by 
this  department.  If  this  company  still  failed 
to  understand  the  provisions  of  the  enact- 
ment it  was  at  liberty  to  do  as  other  com- 
panies did,  and  seek  further  suggestion  or 
explanation  from  this  department.  This  was 
not  done  by  the  officers  of  the  company,  and 
the  fair  presumption  is  that  thej'  understood 
the  provisions  of  the  law  as  interpreted  by 
the  department.     Violation  of  the  law  in  this 


instance  is  undisputed.  The  law  provides 
that  in  the  event  of  a  wilful  violation  of  it, 
the  superintendent  of  insurance  shall  revoke 
its  charter.  The  attempt  by  the  ofBcei's  of 
the  company  to  show  that  the  violation  was 
not  wilful  fails  to  meet  its  purpose.  Where 
an  act  is  done  with  a  full  understanding  of  its 
illegality,  or  at  least  with  the  fullest  opportu- 
nity of  knowing  it  to  be  illegal,  it  seems  to 
me  that  act  must  be  held  under  the  language 
of  the  statute  to  be  wilful. 

It  is  urged  in  mitigation  of  the  offence  that 
the  agent  forwarding  the  applications  upon 
which  the  policies  in  question  were  written 
had  secured  his  appointment  as  an  agent  more 
for  the  convenience  of  himself  and  his  busi- 
ness associates  than  for  general  insurance 
purposes,  and  that  the  policies  not  counter- 
signed and  unapproved,  received  by  him, 
were  retained  by  him  as  their  proper  custo- 
dian, and  that  these  were  never  delivered  to 
the  general  public.  Whatever  mitigating 
force  there  may  be  iu  the  fact  that  the  pol- 
icies in  question  never  passed  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  agent  into  those  of  the  general 
public,  this  is  more  than  destroyed  by  the 
fact  that  this  agent  for  convenience  was  in 
his  own  behalf  taking  business  and  profit 
from  those  regularly  and  legitimately  em- 
ployed in  the  business  of  underwriting.  I 
question  whether  under  the  law  the  depart- 
ment has  any  discretion,  and  if  it  possessed 
discretion  in  this  regard,  the  proprietj-  of  its 
exercise  so  far  as  such  exercise  might  affect 
the  conduct  of  other  fire  insurance  companies 
doing  business  in  the  state  would  be  subject 
to  extreme  doubt. 

It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  present  admin- 
istration of  the  insurance  department  of  this 
state  to  deal  with  companies  doing  business 
in  Colorado  as  liberally  as  possible,  thus  to 
make  the  burdens  of  the  law  as  little  onerous 
as  would  be  consistent  with  the  pi'otection  of 
the  rights  of  all  concerned,  and  in  general 
with  the  proper  administration  of  the  law.  A 
violation  of  the  law  whether  slight  or  serious 
is  not  alone  a  matter  of  interest  between  this 
department  and  the  company  violating  the 
law,  but  as  well  and  peihaps  to  a  much 
greater  extent  and  certainly  to  a  wider  ex- 
tent affects  all  other  companies  doing  busi- 
ness in  this  state,  the  agents  representing 
them,  and  the  general  public. 

I  vei'y  much  regret,  therefore,  but  feel  im- 
pelled nevertheless  to  decline  to  issue  a 
certificate  of  authority  to  the  German  Fire 
Insurance  Company  of  Peoria,  111.,  for  the 
transaction  of  fii'e  insurance  business  in  the 
state  of  Colorado  during  the  year  1900. 
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Casualty  Notes. 
The    Provident    Mutual    Accident    ol 
Philadelphia  has  wisely  reinsured.     Mu- 
tual accident  companies  have    never  yet 
succeeded    in    keeping-    failure    from    the 

door. 

*  * 

Health  insurance  was  profitable  last 
year.  At  least,  the  losses,  as  reported  to 
the  Connecticut  insurance  department, 
were  only  $2,116,  while  the  premiums 
were   $35,109.      However,    these    are   the 

figures  of  only  two  companies. 

.    *        * 

The  Lloyds  Plate  Glass  (repre- 
sented by  Chas.  Christensen)  leads  all 
companies  in  plate  glass  premiums,  with 
$403. 156.  Next  is  the  Meti-opolitan  ($259.  - 
379),  and  next  is  the  New  York  Plate 
Glass  ($217, 889).- 

The  Fidelity  &  Casualty  (S.  C. 
Pardee.  Coast  manager)  leads  in  employ- 
ers   liability    and    burglary    premiums — 

leads  in  each. 

*  * 

Credit  losses  average  only  25  per 
cent,  of  the  premiums.  The  merchant 
does  the  underwriting  part — the  com- 
pany collects  the  premiums  and  pays  half 
the  losses. 

Two  companies  lost  considerable  money 
in  personal  accident  insurance  last   year. 

*  * 

The  only  company  doing  a  general 
burglary  business  is  the  Fidelity  &  Cas- 
ualty. It  made  money  in  this  depart- 
ment last  year.  Its  burglary  premiums 
amounted  to  a  quarter  of  a  million. 

*  * 

The  Hartford  Steam  Boilei*  (repre- 
sented by  Mann  &  Wilson)  leads  all  in 
steam  boiler  premiums,  with  $1,019,289. 
The  Fidelity  &  Casualty  also  does  a  large 
steam  boiler  business. 

*  * 

Sprinkler  insurance  was  very  un- 
profitable to  one  of  the  companies  writ- 
ing this  peculiar  hazard,  in  1899.  The 
othei"  is  a  beginner  and  its  balance  is 
only  seeming  profit. 


The  Employ'ers  Liability  (Chas.  J. 
Okell.  Coast  manag^er)  collected  $1,091,- 
(519  liability  premiums  last  year.  It 
stands  at  the  head  of  foreign  companies 

in  liability  business. 

*  * 

The  Fidelity  &  Casualty  is  far   in 

the  lead  of  the  older  Travelers  in  income. 

*  * 

The  ^^tna  Life  did  a  profitable  acci- 
dent business  last  year-. 

*  * 

Fidelity  and  surety  premiums  in 
this  counti-y  last  year  aggregated  $3,926,- 
858,  with  only  $982,641  losses. 

*  * 

The  American  Surety  leads  in  fidel- 
ity and  surety  premiums,  with  a  gi-and 
total  of  $1,005,280. 

«■        * 

Both  plate-glass  and  personal  accident 
rates  allow  only  a  very  narrow  margin    of 

profit — if  any. 

*  * 

A  NEW  policy  is  announced.  It  extends 
the  limit  from  52  weeks  for  total  disabil- 
ity claims,  to  an  indefinite  period  with 
payments  not  exceeding  the  face  amount 
of  the  policy.  The  benefits  under  this 
policy  are  nominal.  The  unexhausted 
balance  of  the  face  of  the  policy  would  be 
small,  and  would  not  be  required  by  one 
claimant  in  10,000. 


Elevator  Damage  Verdict  for  $5,000. 

The  elevator  dooi'  on  an  upper  floor  of 
a  building  at  the  corner  of  Larkin  and 
McAllister  streets  was  left  open  while  a 
telegraph  company  employe  was  at  work 
in  the  shaft.  The  "cage"  was  just  above. 
A  woman  (Mrs.  Muller)  approached,  and 
seeing  the  line-man  at  work  within  the 
shaft,  she  mistook  him  for  the  elevator 
conductor  and  stepped  through  the  open 
doorway.  -The  fall  broke  her  leg  and 
otherwise  injured  her.  In  the  suit  that 
followed,  in  .Judge  Hunt's  court,  the 
telegraph  company  was  granted  a  non- 
suit. The  jury  gave  a  verdict  of  $5,000 
damages  for  plaintifl"  in  her  suit  againt-t 
the  owner  of  the  building.  Moral:  insure 
your  elevator  in  a  sound  company. 
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"Nothing  for  the  Creditors." 
There  will  be  nearly  a  quarter  of  a 
million  claims  against  the  defunct  Con- 
necticut Indemnity  Company,  but  the 
receiver  reports  that  in  six  months  he 
has  received  only  $3,000,  which  small 
sum  has  been  absorbed  by  expenses.  The 
creditors  will  get  nothing. 

The  Coast  Review  warned  the  public 
against  this  company,  and  predicted  its 
failure.  We  also  gave  the  particulars  of 
compromised  claims:  but  the  California 
insurance  department  took  no  action  in 
the  matter. 

A  hundred  widows  mourn  the  folly  of 
their  husbands"  purchase  of  "cheap"  life 
insurance.  

Forbidden   by  the   Constitution  of  California. 

RESTRICTIVE     BY-LAWS     OF     BENEFICIAL    ORDERS 
ARE   WITHOUT    RETROACTIVE   POWER. 

Fraternal  insurance  ordei's  require 
members  to  agree  to  comply  with  all 
laws,  regulations  and  requirements,  either 
then  or  to  bo  enacted.  From  time  to 
time  b^'-laws  have  been  adopted,  which 
the  grand  lodges  of  the  orders  have  here- 
tofore contended  were  retroactive  in 
effect. 

On  March  22,  .Judge  Belcher  of  the 
superior  court  handed  down  his  decision 
in  the  case  of  W.  Rigby,  Jr.,  versus  the 
grand  lodge  of  the  Ancient  Order  United 
Workmen  of  California.  Rigby  repre- 
sented the  heii's  of  one  William  McLaugh- 
lin. The  lattei-  was  insured  in  the  order 
for  a  number  of  years  and  paid  dues  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death.  Several  years 
after  McLaughlin  joined  the  order  a  rule 
was  adopted  by  the  grand  lodge  that  a 
person  engaging  in  the  retail  liquor  ti-ade 
should  be  excluded  from  all  benefits  in 
the  order.  McLaughlin  engaged  in  that 
trade  a  year  before  his  death,  and  the 
A.  O.  U.  W.  declined  to  pay. 

The  court  held  that  the  organization 
had  no  power  to  impair  its  contract  with 
a  member  in  that  way;  that  while  such  a 
regulation  might  be  binding  on  persons 
admitted  after  its  adoption,  it  was  of  no 
effect  so  far  as  those  joined  ])efore  the 
law  was  enacted. 


"Clearly,  then,"  says  the  court,  "as  to 
McLaughlin,  the  by-law  of  June,  1898, 
was  not  applicable.  To  make  it  ap- 
plicable would  be  to  make  it  retroactive, 
which  is  forbidden  by  the  constitution. 
It  follows  that  there  is  no  defense,  and 
that  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  judgment.  " 

The  foregoing  decision  is  in  line  with 
that  of  Judge  Dangerfleld  in  the  case  of 
Louisa  Richter  (widow  of  Captain  Rein- 
hold  Richter,  who  was  killed  at  Manila) 
versus  the  supreme  lodge.  Knights  of 
Pythias.  In  this  case  the  supreme  lodge 
sought  to  cancel  or  nullify,  through  a  by- 
law, the  insurance  of  members,  who  went 
to  the  war  with  Spain.  Particulars  of 
the  action  were  printed  in  the  Coast  Re- 
view of  July,  '99.  page  375. 


Pacific  Mutual  Record. 

During  the  first  quarter  of  the  present 
year  the  Pacific  Mutual  wrote  TO  per  cent, 
more  life  business  and  30  per  cent,  more 
accident  business  than  during  the  cor- 
responding quarter  of  1899.  This  is  a 
remarkably  good  record  of  increase. 


Value  of  the  First  Applicant. 

Whatever  may  be  thought  of  Mr. 
Perkins  of  the  New  York  Life — and  there 
are  two  opinions — nobody  will  deny  the 
merit  of  many  of  his  circular-letters  to 
agents.  He  is  always  original  and  forci- 
ble. In  a  recent  epistle  to  new  agents 
he  says,  in  part: 

"A  man  starts  out  as  a  lawyer.  His  sole 
thought  is  to  get  the  biggest  fee  he  can  out 
of  his  [first]  client.  He  handles  his  whole 
case  with  this  one  aim  in  view.  He  wins  the 
case,  but  the  chances  are  he  fails  to  win  the 
friendship,  the  confidence  of  the  client.  The 
client  concludes  his  business  with  "him,  never 
goes  near  him  again,  and  never  recommends 
him.  The  man  wonders  why  he  doesn't 
succeed. 

"Another  man  starts  out  on  his  business 
career  as  a  lawyer.  He  bends  every  effort  to 
please,  to  satisfy,  to  win  the  confidence  of 
this  first  client.  He  knows  that,  purely  from 
a  commercial  standpoint,  the  value  to  him  of 
this  first  client  is  not  so  much  in  the  money 
he  is  going  to  make  out  of  him,  as  in  the  other 
clients  he  is  going  to  get  through  the  good- 
will of  this  fii'st  one. 
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"Your  first  client  is  your  greatest  capital. 
If  you  go  at  him  to  sell  him  the  policy  that 
you  know  is  best  adapted  to  his  needs, 
irrespective  of  the  commission  there  is  in  it 
for  you— if  you  insure  him  in  such  a  way  that 
he  feels  you  have  done  him  a  favor,  and 
not  that  he  has  done  you  a  favor — if  when  you 
have  concluded  your  business  with  him,  you 
yourself  are  conscious  of  the  fact  that  you 
have  worked  in  his  interests  and  not  solely 
in  your  own,  that  you  have  done  by  him  as 
you  would  have  some  one  do  by  you,  then  you 
are  in  position  to  continue  your  acquaintance 
with  this  man,  to  meet  him  always  on  terms 
of  business  equality,  to  ask  him  to  put  you  in 
touch  with  his  friends,  to  say  a  good  word  for 
you  whenever  and  wherever  he  can,  and  he 
will  do  it,  too,  freely  and  gladly." 


Life  Notes. 
The  New  York  Life   was  the   only 
life  company  in  the   world   which  issued 
moi-e   than  100.000  policies  in    1899.     In- 
dustrial companies  are  of  course  excepted. 

*  *      * 

The  average  American  life  policy 
ranges  from  $1,343  in  the  Connecticut 
General  to  $3,265  in  the  Provident  Sav- 
ings. 

*  *      * 

American  life  companies  paid  annu- 
itants last  year  $3,623,957.  The  New 
York    Life   leads,    with    $1,514,324.     The 

Mutual  is  next,  with  $1,228,230. 

*  ^       * 

The  New  York  Life  leads  all  life 
companies  in  the  world  (industrial  ex- 
cepted) in  the  number  of  outstanding  pol- 
icies.     It    has   437,776    outstanding.      No 

other  company  has  400,000. 

*  *      * 

The  Mutual  Life  leads  all  life  com- 
panies (industrial  excepted)  in  the  num- 
ber  of    outstanding    whole   life  policies — 

321.197. 

*  *      * 

The  average  amount  of  the  life  policy 
in  this  counti-y,  according  to  the  Con- 
necticut insurance  report,  has  been  as 
follows  yearly:  1895.  $2,622;  1896,  $2,584; 
1897,  $2,529;  1898,  $2,488;  1899,  $2,457. 
There  has  been  a  steady  decline,  which 
indicates  that  life  insurance  is  doing  an 
increasing  amount  of-  good  among  the 
poorer  people. 


The  average  interest  earned  by  Ameri- 
can life  offices  last  year  was  4.27.     In  1890 

it  was  5.19. 

*  *      * 

The  total  of  claims  resisted  by 
Amei-ican  life  offices  on  January  1  was 
only  $781,463,  of  which  the  Mutual  Life  is 
credited  with  $306,501.  The  resisted 
claims  include  those  of  previous  years  not 

yet  settled. 

*  *      * 

The  average  American  industrial  pol- 
icy has  increased  from  $117  in  1897  to  $156 

in  1899. 

*  *      * 

In  ten  years  the  mortality  cost  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Foresters  has  in- 
creased ovei-  30  per  cent. 

*  *      * 

The  Knights  of  Honor  mortality  rate 
has  doubled  in  ten  years. 

*  *      * 

The  Connecticut  insurance  depar-tment 
has  examined  and  approved  the  Con- 
necticut General  Life  Ins.  Co.  of  Hartford. 

*  *      * 

It  is  rumored,  with  plausibility,  that 
Mr.  Mabie  will  also  reinsure  the  Mutual 
Reserve  Fund  Life  Association.  Maybe 
he  will.  He  has  already  gathered  in  the 
Iowa,  the  Northwestern  of  Chicago,  the 
Covenant  Mutual  of  Galesburg  and  the 
National  of  Washington. 

*  *      * 

President  Pattison,  of  the  Union 
Central  Life,  recently  wrote  to  the  editor 
of  this  journal  as  follows:  ''The  policy  of 
this  company,  as  perhaps  you  may  know, 
has  been  for  many  years  past  to  increase 
its  new  business  year  by  year,  but  to  do 
it  at  a  pro  rata  increased  expense,  and 
this  I  am  glad  to  say  we  have  done  for 
the  last  eighteen  years;  and  unless  we 
(;an  increase  our  business  at  the  same  ex- 
pense or  at  a  less  expense,  we  do  not  want 

the  increase. " 

*  *      * 

The  case  of  Mrs.  J.  E.  Hoyt  against 
Dr.  Rebecca  Lee  Dorsey  of  Los  Angeles 
has  been  thrown  out  of  court  on  demurrer. 
Particulars  of  the  cause  of  action  will  be 
found  elsewhere  in  this  book. 
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Large  Life  Insurance. 

The  contractor  of  a  New  York  tunnel 
was  insured  for  $2,000,000  for  five  years, 
if  we  are  to  credit  tlie  unreliable  daily 
press.  The  annual  premium  is  $90,000. 
The  contractor,  John  M.  McDonald,  says 
he  knows  nothing  of  the  alleged  insur- 
ance. 

However,    there    ai'e    Americans     who 
carry  life  insurance  in  astoundingamounts. 
Here  are  a  few  rich  men  who  ar-e  credited 
with  heavy  life  insurance: 
John  Wanamaker,  Philadelphia 
George  Vanderbilt,  New  York  . 
J.  Reed  Whipple,  Boston  .... 
J.  B.  Stetson,  Philadelphia     .    . 
Chauncey  M.  Depew,  New  York 
Henry  C.  Lytton,  Chicago    .    .    . 
George  B.  Porman,  Buffalo  . 
George  Eastman,  Rochester    .    . 
James  L.  Gates,  Milwaukee    .    . 
H.  W.  Hartman,  Pittsburg  .    .    . 


$2,000,000 
1,500,000 
800,000 
700,000 
500,000 
500,000 
500,000 
.500.000 
.500,000 
.500,000 


Twro  Remarkable  Accidents. 

Since  the  secret  of  the  solar  plexus  blow 
has  become  bruited  abroad  in  the  land 
(says  "The^tna")  it  has  be6n  noticed 
that  some  inanimate  things  have  been 
training  on  it  as  a  knockout  I  As  proof, 
D.  Wittick  of  Humboldt,  Kan.,  accident- 
ally dischai'ged  both  barrels  of  his  gun 
while  holding  the  gun  before  him.  The 
gun  "kicked,"  striking  him  below  the 
base  of  the  breast  and  inflicting  injuries 
from  which  he  died. 

A  business  man  was  proceeding  to  his 
place  down  Chambers  street  in  New  York. 
He  was  passing  an  empty  truck,  the  pole 
of  which  extended  at  an  angle  along  the 
sidewalk.  Without  a  moment's  warning 
the  truck  suddenly  lurched  forward 
(moved  by  some  cases  falling  down  be- 
hind it)  and  pinned  him  against  another 
pile  of  empty  cases,  killing  him  almost 
instantly. 

Sheldon,  the  Topeka  clergyman  who 
conducted  a  Kansas  daily  as  he  "believed 
Jesus  would  have  managed  it, "would  not 
admit  any  fratei-nal  life  insurance  cards 
to  its  advertising  columns.  He  declined 
to  give  any  reasons. 


Answers  to  Correspondents. 

Bankcrx  Mutual  Chisudlty. — This  Iowa 
company  is  not  authoiized  to  do  business 
in  California  nor  elsewhere  in  the  Pacific 
West.  It  has  no  capital  stock.  No  claim 
against  it  could  be  collected  through  our 
courts.  No  mutual  casualty  company 
has  ever  yet  been  successfully  established. 
In  theory,  such  a  company  is  practicable; 
in  actual  practice  it  has  been  invariably 
found  impracticable.  In  this  case,  the 
fact  that  the  little  Iowa  mutual  is  solicit- 
ing unauthorized  business  should  con- 
demn the  management  in  the  judgment 
of  prudent  people.  Companies  which 
cheat  the  law  can  not  be  desirable. 

Burglary  Insurance. — Applications  for 
insui-ance  against  burglary,  or  for  agency 
for  same,  should  be  sent  to  the  Fidelity  & 
Casualty  Co.,  Mutual  Life  building,  San 
Francisco. 

Ft.  Wayne. — This  Indiana  company,  it 
transpires,  was  badly  insolvent.  The 
Coast  Review  warned  the  people  of  Utah 
against  the  company  over  two  years  ago. 
Little  or  nothing  will  be  collected  by 
claimants,  according  to  present  outlook. 

Los  Angeles. — We  do  not  care  to  assume 
the  appearance  of  attacking  the  company 
you  complain  of.  Besides,  solicitors  tell 
us  they  never  meet  it  in  competition. 
1.  It  pays  no  dividends  to  policyhold- 
ers. 2.  It  is  excessively  litigious,  as  we 
believe.  3.  Its  advertisement  will  not 
be  admitted  to  the  Coast  Review  so  long 
as  the  present  management  is  in  charge. 

Eugene. — Tell  the  policyholder,  on  the 
authority  of  this  journal,  that  everything 
said  of  your  company  by  the  solicitor  of 
the  .  .  .  company  was  false.  That 
solicitor  lies  like  a  war  correspondent. 


Twenty-six  Union  Mutual  Life  pol- 
icies died  within  a  year  after  insuring,  in 
1899.  Of  these,  thi-ee  were  drowned  and 
five  met  other  forms  of  accidental  deaths. 
The  moral  whereof  appears  to  be  that 
accident  insurance  should  be  cari-ied  also. 
There  were  three  deaths  from  la  grippe 
and  three  from  pneumonia- 
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The  Salt  Lake  Fire  Department. 

EVIDENCE  OF  INEFFICIENCY  AT  A  RE- 
CENT PIRE-BLAZE  IN  A  CUSPIDOR 
CAUSES  A  TWENTY  THOUSAND  DOLLAR 
LOSS. 

A  remarkable  state  of  inefficiency  in 
the  lire  department  of  Salt  Lake  appears 
to  have  been  revealed  at  the  recent  fire 
in  that  city.  Fortunately,  the  fire 
occurred  in  the  top  story,  and  as  tlames 
bui-n  upward,  the  building-  vras  finally 
saved,  with  a  loss  of  only  $20,000.  It  is  a 
curious  commentary  on  the  efficiency  of 
the  city  fire  protection,  when  a  fire 
starting  in  a  cuspidor,  in  the  presence  of 
several  men,  is  extinguished  only  after 
the  entire  property  had  long  been  in  dan- 
ger, and  with  a  loss  well  up  in  the  thou- 
sands. 

One  of  the  adjusters  gives  the  particu- 
lars of  this  fire  somewhat  as  follows: 
There  was  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  a 
mining  company  in  a  room  on  the  top 
floor.  One  of  the  men,  who  was  smoking, 
carelessly  thi'ew  a  lighted  match  into  a 
cuspidor  filled  with  scraps  of  paper.  His 
attention  being  called  to  the  little  blaze, 
he  rose  and  extinguished  it,  but  not  until 
the  blaze  had,  unnoticed,  ignited  the 
under  side  of  the  lounge  on  which  he  was 
sitting.  The  new  fire  startled  the  men 
into  very  energetic  action.  Hats  and 
coats  were  vainly  used  in  efforts  to  put 
out  the  fire.  Recalling  the  presence  of 
extinguishers  in  the  halls,  these  bright 
men  ran  out  and  grabbed  them,  and 
promptly  screwed  the  tops  off,  and  were 
surprised  to  find  they  would  not  work 
after  all  the  gas  had  escaped ! 

Still  undismayed  by  failure,  these  ama- 
teur firemen  unreeled  the  hose  attached 
to  a  stand-pipe,  and  pointed  the  nozzle  at 
the  fii-e;  but  'alas  there  was  no  water  in 
the  stand-pipe!  All  these  private  appli- 
ances for  fire  protection  turned  out  to  be 
good  only  to  secure  lower  rates. 

Then  the  fire  department  was  called 
out.  The  two  steam  fire  engines,  one  the 
worse  for  the  wear  of  years  of  service, 
thundered  through  the  streets,  and  the 
good  citizens  felt  safe  indeed.     But  one  of 


the  engines  broke  down  on  the  way. 
When  the  best  engine  arrived,  it  was 
found  not  only  that  steam  was  not  up  but 
that  it  was  necessary  to  send  back  for 
fuel  I  Finally  when  steam  had  been 
raised,  it  was  discovered  that  there  was 
no  water!  After  considerable  delay,  a 
fair  head  of  water  was  secured.  Then 
the  hose  was  blown  off,  and  it  was  found 
that  the  couplings  to  the  engine  did  not 
fit  properly.  With  much  bustling  and 
confusion,  and  vigorous  remarks,  the  lack 
of  a  wrench  was  next  discovered.  A  fire- 
man had  to  be  sent  to  the  engine-house 
for  a  wrench.  Later  the  engine  broke 
down  and  was  stopped  for  ten  minutes. 
Meantime,  the  fire  itself  met  with  no  ac- 
cident, and  worked  hard  and  effectively. 

The  extraordinary  circumstancesof  this 
case  are,  of  course,  not  likely  to  be  dupli- 
cated, but  they  furnish  material  for  a 
criticism  of  the  fire  protection,  the  fire  de- 
partment and  the  fire  chief  of  Salt  Lake. 
The  general  construction  of  the  city,  the 
isolation  of  the  large  buildings,  and  other 
advantages  from  the  underwriting  view- 
point, may  easily  be  neutralized  by  the 
general  inefficiency  of  the  means  of  pro- 
tection against  fire. 

Our  correspondent  from  Salt  Lake, 
whose  contribution  appears  elsewhere, 
expresses  a  belief  that  the  loss  would 
have  been  lighter  had  the  alarm  been 
promptly  turned  in.  The  fire  depart- 
ment, in  his  opinion,  did  as  well  as  pos- 
sible under  the  circumstances;  but  the 
inefficiency  of  the  water  supply  is  ad- 
mitted. 


Fire  Notes. 


At  the  recent  meeting  of  a  Chicago 
association  one  of  the  speakers  said  there 
are  11,000  local  agents  in  Illinois  alone — 
half  of  them  useless.  President  Hosmer 
said:  "I  believe  the  multiple  agency  sys- 
tem has  been  the  main  cause  of  the  pres- 
ent high  expense  ratio  of  the  companies. " 

The  percentage  of  fire  offices'  assets  to 
amount  at  risk  has  fallen  from  1.34  to 
1.26.  The  commission  percentage  fell  off" 
half  of  one  per  cent.,  last  year. 
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Eighteen  Missouri  Mutuals  Failed   Last  Year. 

Wichita,  Kansas,  Mar.  3,  1900. 
Editor  CodKt  Eevinr: 

I  note  on  page  9()  in  your  valuable 
magazine  that  ten  tire  mutuals  quit  last 
year.  For  the  information  of  your  read- 
ers, and  especially  agents  who  have  wild- 
cat mutuals  to  fight,  I  beg  to  say  that 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  fall  and 
winter,  while  traveling  in  Missouri,  I 
have  been  getting  "next  to"  mutuals  as  a 
steady  diet,  and  have  in  my  pocket  a 
list  of  eighteen  Missouri  mutuals  that 
failed  or  discontinued  business  during 
1899,  namely: 

Third  Congressional  District  of  Stan- 
berry  ; 

Phoenix  of  Frankfort; 

Citizens  of  Sedalia; 

Northwestern  of  Marysville: 

At  Kansas  City,  three  companies; 

Also  companies  at  St.  Joseph, 

Excelsior  Springs,     Warrensburg, 

Fredericktown,  Rockport, 

Cameron,  Buchanan   County, 

Nevada,  Bolivar, 

Canton,  Hamilton. 

I  also  have  a  list  of  five  unpaid  judg- 
ments aggregating  $10,029  against  another 
Missouri  mutual,  that  will  doubtless  wind 
up  its  affairs  in  the  very  near  future. 

Mutual  insurance  is  as  good  as  any 
while  there  are  no  losses,  but  when  the 
assessments  begin  to  get  irksome,  it 
is  as  good  as  none  at  all  and  no  better. 

Please  don't  take  this  as  a  criticism. 
It  is  only  meant  as  a  little  supplementary 
information  that  came  under  my  imme- 
diate notice  in  one  state.  I  have  no 
doubt  there  are  others. 

With  best  wishes,  I  am 

Yours  sincerely. 

J.  M.  Hartley. 

REMARKS    1$Y   THE   COAST    REVIEW. 

We  are  under  obligations  to  our  cor- 
respondent for  the  information  he  so 
kindly  sends  us.  The  ten  mutuals  whose 
failure  was  recorded  in  this  journal  were 
companies  or  associations  which  did  a  gen- 
eral business.  As  we  have  before  stated 
in  these  pages,  we  do  not  attempt  to  keep 


any  record  of  the  failures  of  town  or  town- 
ship mutuals.      '  'Their  name  is  legion. ' ' 

Mr.  Hartley's  summary  is  very  valu- 
able, however;  for  similar  mutuals  are 
now  being  organized  in  California  and 
elsewhere  on  the  Coast.  They  will  surely 
fail,  as  the  Missouri  mutuals  have  failed. 
The  conditions  are  even  less  favoi'able  in 
California,  as  regards  both  hazard  and 
membership,  than  in  an  oldei-  and  thickly 
settled  state  like  Missouri. 

P.  S.  Since  the  foregoing  was  put  in 
type,  the  Town  Mutual  of  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  organized  four  years  ago,  has  failed. 


176  Fire  Mutual  Failures. 

During  the  past  few  years  176  American 
mutual  fire  insurance  companies,  doing 
a  general  business,  have  failed.  They 
didn't  merely  i-einsure  or  retire.  They 
failed  and  left  many  unpaid  claims.  This 
list  of  176  does  not  include  the  failures  of 
tow'n  or  township  or  county  mutuals. 
Their  number  is  legion. 


Mutual  Policyholders  Sued  15  Years  After- 
ward. 
The  Millville  Mutual  of  New  Jersey  has 
been  dead  fifteen  years:  yet  here  are  the 
poor  old  policyholders  just  going  into 
court  in  a  vain  effort  to  resist  an  assess- 
ment recently  levied  by  the  receiver.  A 
veritable  old  man  of  the  sea,  is  the  mutual 
fire  insui-ance  policy,  astride  the  poor 
policyholder,  riding  him  hard  in  the 
courts  many  years  after  the  mutual  itself 
is  buried.  Moral:  beware  of  mutual  fire 
insurance! 

Poor  Farmers  Assessed  $  J  5,000. 

The  receiver  of  an  Ohio  failure— the  Farm- 
ers Mutual  Fii-e  Ins.  Co.  of  Thompson— has 
levied  an  assessment  of  $15,000.  The  farmer 
members  have  organized  for  the  purpose  of 
resisting  this  inevitable  and  legitimate  action. 

In  the  call  sent  out  by  the  committee  in 
charge  appears  the  following  referehi'c  to  the 
4;l."),000debt: 

"This  debt  has  been  covered  up  by  the 
oftii'ers  in  false  statements  and  false  reports 
of  the  auditing  committee  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  its  members,  false  reports  of  the 
president  and  secretary  under  oath  to  the 
commissioner  of  insurance. 
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"If  we  allow  the  officers  to  assess  us  it  will 
cost  us  from  $10  to  $15  per  thousand,  instead 
of  ^0,  as  they  would  like  to  have  us  believe." 

This  is  the  sort  of  costly  experience  which 
many  farmers  of  the  Pacific  Coast  are  likely 
to  suffer,  if  they  invest  in  "cheap"  mutual 
tire  insurance. 


Deadly  Gasoline. 

Six  killed  and  one  seriously  injured, 
and  the  house  set  on  fire.  Such  was  the 
terrible  sequel  of  an  attempt  to  start  a 
fire  with  g-asoline,  in  Columbus,  O. 


Entered  Montana. 
The  Indianapolis  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
panj',  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  has  entered 
Montana.  Palmer,  Cooper  &  Co.  have 
been  appointed  general  agents  for  the 
Northwest,  with  headquarters  in  Helena. 
The  Tndianpolis  Fire  was  organized  in 
1899,  with  $200,000  capital. 


Insurance   Commissioners  Who   Favor   Boards 
and  Compacts. 

The  insurance  superintendents  of  New 
York  and  Connecticut  have  decided  opin- 
ions on  underwriters"  boards  and  com- 
pacts. They  also  have  the  courage  of 
their  convictions,  and  express  them  freely 
in  their  respective  reports,  just  issued. 

Superintendent  Payn  says: 

"In  my  opinion  the  creation  and  main- 
tenance of  boards  of  underwriters,  organized 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  fires  by  the 
offering  of  i-educed  charges  for  improvements 
in  the  construction  of  buildings  and  the 
means  adopted  for  the  heating  and  lighting 
of  them,  as  well  as  for  the  collecting  of 
adequate  rates  of  pi'emiums,  is  not  antag- 
onistic to  the  interest  of  property-owners, 
since  the  effect  of  enforcing  the  rules  and 
regulations  adopted  by  such  boards  must  in 
the  end  be  beneficial  to  the  insured." 

Commissioner  Schofield  expresses  his 
views  as  follows: 

"The  business  of  fire  insurance  during  the 
year  1899  has  not  been  attended  with  gratify- 
ing results,  and  is  not  calculated  to  inspire 
confidence  in  the  methods  and  practices  which 
have  been  and  are  now  being  employed. 
While  it  is  true  that  the  ratio  of  total  losses 
incurred  to  total  risks  written  has  been 
greater  than  that  of  former  years,  this  does 
not  alone  account  for  the   unprofitable   show- 


ing on  the  part  of  many  companies.  The  fact 
is  that  competition  has  been  rampant,  and  its 
spirit  has  so  pervaded  the  business  as  to 
create  demoralization  in  premium  rates.  Un- 
til some  means  ai'e  devised  whereby  compan- 
ies will  provide  for  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  fair,  just,  and  equitable  rates, 
based  upon  the  experience  of  the  business  for 
many  years,  and  will  discountenance  the  re- 
insuring of  the  risks  of  companies  organized 
for  speculative  purposes  and  having  but  an 
ephemeral  existence,  the  outlook  for  profit 
from  fire  insurance  business  is  far  from  en- 
couraging. In  the  present  situation  I  know  of 
no  legislation  that  can  be  invoked  to  remedy 
the  existing  evil.  It  must  be  left  to  the 
managers  of  the  companies  to  apply  the  need- 
ful remedy." 


Utah  Utterings. 

Manager  W.  P.  Thomas  and  Special  Agent 
A.  R.  D.  Paterson  of  the  New  Zealand  have 
been  in  Salt  Lake  for  ten  days,  looking  for  an 
active  agent  for  their  company.  The  insur- 
ance commissioner  requires  papers  signed  by 
the  chief  officers  of  a  company.  There  will 
therefore  be  a  little  delay  before  the  New 
Zealand  will  begin  writing  in  Utah. 

Manager  Willard  O.  Waj-man  dropped  off 
for  a  day  in  the  City  of  the  Saints  on  his  way 
East ;  and  in  a  casual  way  he  looked  after 
the  interests  of  the  Merchants,  and  enquired 
into  the  possibilities  of  entering  and  planting 
the  Girard  in  this  state. 

Asst.  Manager  J.  L.  Fuller  was  in  the  city 
several  days  during  the  first  of  the  month, 
adjusting  the  fire  loss  for  his  company  in  the 
Progress  building,  and  looking  after  the  local 
interests  of  the  Norwich  Union. 

Special  Agent  R.  Gallegos,  Jr.,  has  been  in 
Salt  Lake  for  several  weeks,  and  has  just 
completed  the  formation  of  a  corporation  to 
act  as  agent  for  the  Phoenix  of  Hartford. 
This  corporation  has  for  its  principal  stock- 
holders the  principal  representatives  of  the 
Auerbauch  estate,  one  of  the  largest  property 
holders  of  this  city. 

Superintendent  of  Agencies  E.  C.  Morrison 
spent  the  afternoon  with  the  Anderson  agency 
one  day  during  the  first  of  the  month,  talk- 
ing over  the  prospects  of  the  ..■Etna  for  1900. 

The  Denver  contingent  is  represented  in 
this  city  at  the  present  time  by  Special  F.  J. 
H.  Manning  of  the  Palatine  and  Special  T.  T. 
Frith  of  the  Imperial  and  Lion. 

Speciar  Agent  Walter  M.  Speyer  of  the 
Lancashire  dropped  in  from  Montana  to  per- 
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soually  acquaint  himself  with  the  new  junior 
partner  of  Smedly  &  Co. 

John  W.  Rooklidge,  who  for  sixteen  j-ears 
has  been  associated  with  W.  E.  Smediey 
under  the  firm  name  of  W.  E.  Smediey  &  Co., 
has  retired  from  the  firm,  havino:  disposed  of 
his  interest  to  Alan  Wakeling,  late  of  New 
Brunswick.  Mr.  Rooklidge  will  remove  to 
Park  City,  where  he  will  take  up  the  study 
of  mining  in  all  of  its  brancees,  and  seek  the 
fickle  goddess  of  fortune  by  delving  in  the 
known  recesses  of  some  of  the  principal  mines 
of  that  region. 

Special  J.  C.  Cunningham  is  visiting  the 
various  agencies  of  the  companies  presided 
over  by  Major  Chas.  Christensen,  and  seek- 
ing other  points  in  which  to  plant  agencies 
throughout  the  state. 

J.  K.  Hamilton  visited  the  agencies  of  the 
North  America  for  the  first  time  in  about  six 
years,  as  this  state  has  been  previously  cared 
for  by  Special  Merrill,  now  with  Manager  C. 
F.  MuUins. 

Special  Frank  L.  Hunter  of  the  London  and 
Northern  was  on  the  roads  throughout  the 
state  until  the  April  snow  began  to  fly,  when 
he  flew  to  a  warmer  clime. 

FIKE    IN    THE   PROGRESS   BUILDING. 

The  recent  fire  in  the  Progress  building  in 
Salt  Lake  thoroughly  demonstrated  the  in- 
efficiency of  the  water  supply  in  the  mains  of 
the  principal  streets  of  this  city.  With  two 
lines  of  hose  from  two  of  the  largest  mains 
connected  with  the  stand-pipe  on  this  building, 
water  could  not  be  forced  above  the  third 
story  of  the  building,  and  the  fire  was  on  the 
sixth  floor.  The  reason  the  fire  gained  such 
headway  was  that  the  occupants  of  the  room 
in  which  the  fire  started  tried  to  extinguish 
the  fire  with  a  fire  extinguisher  that  was  out 
of  order,  and  with  the  hose  of  a  stand-pipe  in 
which  there  was  no  water,  and  a  very  poor 
piece  of  hose  at  that.  Had  the  alarm  been 
turned  in  at  once,  in  place  of  precious 
time  being  lost  in  trying  to  operate  these  use- 
less fire  appliances,  the  fire  department  could 
have  put  out  the  fire  with  the  chemical  en- 
gine. The  fire  department  did  excellent 
service,  and  extinguished  the  fire,  although 
very  seriously  handicapped  by  the  lack  of 
water,  and  the  headway  gained  by  the  fire 
owing  to  the  poor  construction  of  this  build- 
ing in  the  sixth  story. 

POOR   WATER    SIPPLY. 

This  season  bids  fair  to  be  a  particularly 
dry  one,    and    when    it    is    considered    that 


ordinarily  the  water  pressure  is  not  sufficient 
during  the  autumn  months  of  the  year  to 
throw  water  above  the  second  story  of  most 
of  the  buildings  of  the  city,  it  is  not  a  hopeful 
outlook  for  this  year.  It  is  true  the  Board  of 
Public  Works  has  taken  the  necessary  steps 
to  impi'ove  the  supply  very  materially,  yet  it 
will  be  a  year  or  more  before  this  system  is 
completed,  and  until  then  the  outlook  is  any- 
thing but  satisfactory  from  an  insurance 
point  of  view. 

The  Williamsburg  City,  under  Special 
Agent  Eli  H.  Pierce,  continues  oifering  cut 
rates,  but  the  local  board  is  looking  sharply 
after  this  matter.  hatu. 


The  Dinkelspiels  in  Trouble  Abroad. 

The  brothers,  William  and  Simon  Dinkel- 
spiel,  of  king-pin  memory  in  shady  tactics  for 
gathering  in  big  life  policies  while  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic  in  the  early  eighties,  re- 
cently appeared  in  the  London  law  courts  in 
a  very  unenviable  light.  The  brothers  in 
this  instance  had  worked  off  on  an  angel,  on 
the  ground  floor  plan,  several  thousand  shares 
of  the  capital  stock  of  the  life  insurance  com- 
pany for  whom  they  were  but  humble  solic- 
itors. The  angel  discovered  later  that  the 
brothers'  undying  affection  for  him  and  his 
had  enabled  them  to  unload  the  shares  on 
him  at  some  £25,000  above  the  current  prices 
on  the  street.  The  presiding  judge,  in 
summoning  up  the  case,  said,  among  other 
tart  things.  "As  to  the  two  Dinkelspiels 
their  antecedents  did  not  point  to  the  trust- 
worthiness of  their  evidence.  Two  justices 
of  the  courts  of  appeal  had  stated  they  would 
not  believe  them  on  oath."  The  brothers 
were  ordered  by  the  court  to  disgorge. 


Epigramiha  Cunninghamma. 

Blessed  is  the  agent  who  can  give  a  good 
monthly  account  of  himself. 

Some  insurance  men  practice  what  they 
preach — but  not  so  fluently. 

There  are  special  agents  who  are  not  satis- 
fied with  just  wasting  their  own  time. 

When  some  underwriters  do  anything  they 
are  sorry  for  they  seem  to  be  glad  of  it. 

When  a  man  fools  with  poor  insurance  it 
indicates  that  he  has  attained  the  age  of  in- 
discretion. 

If  a  propert3'  owner  wants  to  forget  all  his 
other  ti'oubles  he  should  insure  in  an  assess- 
ment mutual. 
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It  may  not  always  be  modesty  in  an  insur- 
ance man  that  makes  him  reticent  about  him- 
self—it may  be  prudence. 

An  agent  shows  promise  when  he  tries  to 
learn  some  of  the  things  he  thought  he  knew 
when  he  commenced  business. 

It  is  no  objection  that  an  agent  is  careful 
about  his  dress,  unless  he  gives  more  atten- 
tion to  the  crease  in  his  trousers  than  to  the 
increase  of  his  business. 

A  L()(:.\L  agent  was  nailing  to  the  outside  of 
his  otfice  the  agency  sign  of  a  company  newly 
added  to  his  agency,  which  read,  " Insur- 
ance Company.  The  Strongest  and  the  Best." 
A  passing  competitor  remarked,  "Another  lie 
nailed." 

"I  SH.\LL  always  remember  you  kindly,"  said 
the  young  agent  to  the  special  agent  who  first 
appointed  him,  "for  I  owe  you  for  all  I  know 
about  insui'ance."  "Such  a  little  thing,"  re- 
plied the  modest  special,  "such  a  trifle  isn't 
worth  mentioning." 

A  TEACHER  of  a  Village  school  examining  a 
class  of  small  boys  in  mental  arithmetic,  gave 
this  problem  to  the  little  son  of  a  local  agent : 

"If  your  father  should  get  $1,250  of  fire  in- 
surance premiums  todaj',  with  a  commission 
of  fifteen  per  cent.,  what  would  he  have?" 

"He  would  have  a  fit,"  was  the  quick  reply. 

"JtsT  watch  out  and  see  me  sell  papers  to 
dese  insurance  fellers  widout  lyin'  a  word," 
said  one  newsboy  to  another  in  the  fire  insur- 
ance (!  )louy  of  a  certain  metropolis;  and  away 
he  went,  shouting  "Grate  fires  in  Charleston. 
Here's  your  extra  wid  full  'count  grate  fires 
in  Charleston,"  etc.  His  papers  sold  lively, 
and  all  because  of  this  brief  telegaphic  men- 
tion fi'om  Charleston:  "The  cold  wave  has 
started  grate  fires  thi'oughout  the  citv." 


San    Francisco's    New    Fireworks  Ordinance. 

Fire  Marshal  Towe  drafted  a  new  ordinance 
governing  the  sale  of  fireworks,  when  a  de- 
fect in  the  new  charter,  respecting  this  mat- 
ter, was  discovered.  The  new  measure, 
which  went  Jnto  effect  April  3,  provides  as 
follows: 

No  more  than  fifty  pounds  of  gunpowder  can  be 
kept  in  any  building  outside  of  the  city  powder 
limits.  The  manufacture  or  storage  of  fireworks  is 
also  prohibited  outside  of  said  limits.  It  makes 
it  unlawful  to  buy  or  sell  or  to  have  in  possession 
or  to  fire  oft  any  fireworks  described  as  bombs, 
double-he;iders,  "Chinese  sky-rockets,"  or  any  sky- 
rocket so  made  that  when  tlie  same  is  fired  off,  the 
stick  retains  or  carries  fire. 


It  is  also  unlawful  to  keep,  store,  sell  or  to  have 
in  possession  any  torpedo,  bomb,  firecracker  or 
percussion-cap  containing  dynamite  or  any  other 
high  explosive  greater  than  that  of  gunpowder. 
No  occupant  of  a  frame  building  within  the  city 
fire  limits  can  obtain  a  permit  to  sell  fireworks. 
Neither  can  the  street  merchant  get  a  permit  to 
sell  in  the  streets,  place,  alley,  lane  or  boulevard 
or  outside  the  walls  of  any  building.  It  makes  it 
unlawful  to  use  for  storage  of  fireworks,  any  frame 
building  more  than  two  stories  in  height,  within 
the  powder  limits.  Finally,  fireworks  of  any 
description  shall  not  be  offered  for  sale  by  any  per- 
son without  a  written  permit  signed  py  the  fire- 
marshal. 

Mutual  Reserve  Fund  Annual  Figures. 

COMPILED    FROM    CONNECTICUT    LIFE     INSURANCE 
REPORTS. 

The  following  comparative  fi^iuies,  filed  by 
the  Mutual  Reserve  Fund  Life  Association 
with  the  insurance  department  of  Connecti- 
cut, show  a  very  unsatisfactory  state  of 
affairs.  Assets,  "balances,"  new  business 
and  insurance  in  force  have  all  fallen  off  to  an 
extent  that  must  alarm  the  members  and 
cause  further  defections.  Notwithstanding 
the  writing  of  $20,000,000  of  new  business  last 
year,  insurance  in  force  fell  off  $32,000,000. 
The  gross  loss  was  then  $52,000,000! 

1899.  1898. 

Admitted  assets.    .    .$3,460,277        $3,386,418 
Balances     to    protect 

contracts 1,045,014  1,383,176 

Income,  premiums  .    .      5,185,614  5,390,943 

Disbursements    .    .    .      5,753,728  6,.575,939 

Unpaid  losses    ....      1,615,897  1,782,384 

New  policies  issued  .  9,249  12,779 

Amount       20,106,590  32,027,390 

Amount  in  force  .    .    .173,714,683        205.841,936 
x^o.  of  policies  .    .  71,062  80,921 

Amount  lapsed     .    .    .    39,298,468         46.665,690 
No.  of  policies  ....  14,570  16,485 


Continental  Examination.  —  Examiners 
from  the  Nebraska  insurance  department 
went  through  the  books  of  the  Continental 
Ins.  Co.  of  New  York  lately,  and  verified  the 
annual  statement.  They  report  that  "the 
system  of  bookkeeping  is  complete  and  con- 
cise and  the  check  upon  each  department  is 
perfect." 


One  Hundred  and  Fifty  Million  Fire  Waste. 
The  property  loss  by  fire  in  the  United 
States  last  year  amounted  to  $150,000,0('0. 
This  is  the  largest  year's  total  since  the 
burning  of  Chicago. 
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Losses  Lighter, 
Losses  on  the  Coast  up  to  date  this 
year  are  $300,000  less  than  for  the  corre- 
sponding time  last  year.  They  are  a 
little  lig-hter  than  for  "98  and  '97,  but 
may  be  said  to  be  about  avei-age. 
Last  year's  Mar(!h  loss  of  S(i23.000  was  the 
largest  Man^h  total  ever  reported  to  the 
Coast  Review. 

Fire  Offices*  Dividends. 

Lv  round  numbers.  $10,000,000  in  div- 
idends was  paid  by  fire  insurance  com- 
panies in  the  United  States  last  year. 
•This  is  an  average  of  9  per  cent,  on 
divisible  surplus.  The  surplus,  however, 
decreased  $7,100,000  during  the  year, 
leaving  a  net  dividend  of  less  than  3  per 
cent,  on  capital  and  surplus. 


that  he  had  twisted  the  vertebrae  of    the 
neck. 


The  Pacific  Surety  Company. 

Increased  business,  small  loss  ratio, 
more  assets,  larger  surplus!  Such  is  the 
satisfactory  showing  made  by  the  Pacific 
Surety  Company  of  San  Francisco  in  its 
annual  statement.  The  assets  now  total 
over  $307,000,  of  which  sum  $286,000  is 
surplus  as  regards  policyholders.  Losses 
and  expenses  last  year  left  a  handsome 
balance  for  dividends  and  an  addition  to 
the  surplus.  The  Pacific  Surety  has  i-e- 
cently  entered  several  Eastern  states. 


At  the  Recent  Meeting  of  the 
Connecticut  State  Association  of  Local 
Fire  Agents  one  of  the  speakers  was 
United  States  Managei-  Robert  Dickson 
of  the  Royal  Exchange.  Mr.  Dickson 
said  he  considered  the  agency  movement 
one  of  the  most  important  in  the  history 
of  underwriting.  He  thought  it  might 
be  a  valuable  aid  in  bringing  to  an  end 
the  present  dreadful  situation  in  fire 
underwriting. 

A  CURIOUS  bicycle  fatality  is  reported 
from  Wernigerode,  in  the  Hartz  moun- 
tains. A  lawyer  going  to  business  on  his 
wheel  felt  a  catch  in  his  neck  after  jounc- 
ing over  a  gutter,  but  paid  no  attention 
to  it  till  he  got  home  at  night.  He  died 
two  days  after,  and   the  autopsy  showed 


Swallowed  His  False  Teeth  and  Died. 

A  former  citizen  of  Everett,  Wash., 
Theodore  Heath,  laughed  last  but  not 
best,  at  the  dinner  table.  He  swallowed 
two  false  teeth  attached  to  a  plate.  They 
were  removed  after  a  sur-gical  operation, 
but  the  unfortunate  victim  of  this  strange 
accident  died  soon  afterward  as  the 
i-esult  thereof.  He  carried  an  accident 
))olicy  in  the  Pacific  Mutual. 


The  Fire  Association  of  Pfiiladelpliia. 

Conspicuous  among  the  old  strong 
American  fire  offices  is  the  Fire  Associa- 
tion of  Philadelphia.  It  has  $6,280,029 
assets.  Of  this  large  sum,  $1,039,432  is 
net  surplus.  The  premium  income  last 
year  was  $2,510,055,  which  is  several 
hundred  thousand  larger  than  the  average 
for  the  past  decade. 

The  Fire  Association  has  been  advanc- 
ing steadily  in  recent  years,  and  has 
added  a  million  to  its  annual  income  and 
a  million  and  a  half  to  its  resources.  It 
is  eighty-three  years  old,  vigorous  and 
prosperous. 

T'ne  Pacific  department,  under-the  man- 
agement of  W.  H.  Cunningham,  wrote 
$163,701  premiums  last  year,  which  was  a 
noteworthy  gain  over  the  previous   year. 


"The  house  is  afire!"  cried  the  tenor. 
'■The  audience  must  be  dismissed  as 
quickly  as  possible." 

"All  right,"  replied  the  manager. 
"Say  nothing  about  the  fire.  Go  out  and 
sing." — Philadelphia  North  American. 


A. — You  scoundrel,  I'll  bui-n  the  house 
over  your  head  one  of  these  days. 

B. — And  I'll  put  out  the  fire  if  your 
house  burns,  j'ou  over-insured  rascal. — 
Fliegende  Blaetter. 


The  Washington  Life  has  re-entered 
Kansas,  from  which  the  company  with- 
drew when  King  McNall  began  to  collect 
his  war  taxes.  L.  L.  Higgins  has  been 
re-appointed  general  agent. 
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Chips. 

— We  have  now  a  good  stock  of  Coast  Review 
or  Otey  Mauuals. 

Mana(;eh  Hekbert  FolCtEK   of  the  Phoenix 
is  expected  to  return  in  about  a  week. 

—Assistant  Manager  Collins  of  the  Central 
department  of  the  Fireman's  Fund  is  visiting 
California  for  his  health. 

—A.  F.  FiTZGEUALD  of  Fitzgerald  &  Hyland, 
San  I-;Uis  Obispo,  Cal.,  was  elected  town 
treasurer  at  the  election,  April  10. 

—The  New  York  Life  holds  1150,000  of  the 
water  bonds  of  Austin,  Tex.,  which  lost  both 
dam  and  power-works  the  other  day. 

— President  Tattnall  Paulding  of  the  Dela- 
ware Insui-ance  Co.  of  Philadelphia's  visiting 
San  Francisco.  The  Delaware  was  formerly 
represented  in  this  field,  but  withdrew  dur- 
ing the  rate  war. 

—J.  B.  FuRMAN  has  been  appointed  state 
manager  of  the  Germania  Life  for  Washing- 
ton. Mr.  Furman  is  an  enthusiastic  worker, 
and  will  doubtless  produce  good  results  for  so 
excellent  a  company  as  the  Germania  Life. 

—Ravenna,  Mich.,  April  5. — Fire  destroyed 
$40,000  worth  of  business  property  last  night, 
consuming  eight  store  buidings,  one  residence 
and  the  village  hotel.  During  the  fire  a  soda 
fountain  tube,  filled  with  carbonic  acid  gas 
exploded.  The  flying  pieces  struck  the  hotel 
proprietor.  H.  Marion  Higgins,  inflicting  in- 
juries from  which  he  died  three   hours    later. 

— Classification. — United  States  Manager 
E.  G.  Richards  of  the  North  British  says  in 
Insurance  Economics:  "I  do  not  hesitate  to 
assert  that,  while  being  an  enthusiastic  be- 
liever in  classification  and  schedule  rating, 
the  books  of  no  company^  or  aggregation  of 
companies  in  the  land  now  shown  or  can  be 
made  to  show,  by  any  system  of  classification 
which  may  be  devised,  the  cost  of  insuring 
any  individual  risk,  not  even  a  standard  risk, 
nor  the  cost  of  insuinng  any  deficiency  from 
such  a  standard.  Fire  insurance  is  a  system 
of  average  and  must  always  remain  so,  while 
the  making  of  rates  can  never  be  made  an 
exact  science.  Whether  rates  be  'fiat'  or 
'schedule'  (and  the  latter  system  is  generally 
prefei-able  because  it  differentiates  the  cost 
of  insurance  fairly  between  policyholder.^), 
judgment,  born  of  a  wide  experience,  must  be 
the  chief  dependence  of  the  expert  for  deter- 
mining what  constitutes  An  adequate  rate  for 
a  particular  risk. " 


— Three  large  department  stores  burned  re- 
cently. 

— One  Cureton  talks  of  organizing  the  Cali- 
fornia Childbirth  Ins.  Co.  Premium,  «10 
yearly ;  benefits,  $200  for  the  mother  and  $50 
for  the  baby.     Next  ! 

— Vice  President  Snow  and  Assistant  Secre- 
tary Correa  are  in  Los  Angeles  and  will  ar- 
rive in  San  Francisco  soon.  These  gentlemen 
make  an  annual  visit  to  the  Coast. 

— The  New  York  Underwriters  Agency^  will 
limit  its  agencies  to  one  in  every  city  having 
100,000  population  or  less,  as  outlined  in  a 
circular  by  General  Agent  Stoddart. 

— The  North  American  Accident  will  enter 
California.  If  there  is  anything  the  state  is 
"dying  for,"  it  is  just  one  more  accident  com- 
pany.    Secretary  Forrest  is  now  en  route. 

— G.  C.  Hollow  AY,  special  agent  for  the 
Home  of  New  York  in  southern  California, 
has  recently  been  too  ill  to  leave  the  house. 
He  will  probably  not  be  out  for  some  weeks. 

—The  Tontine  Security  and  the  Diamond 
Contract,  of  Michigan  and  Illinois,  have  been 
fired  out  of  Ohio.  Similar  schemes  operate  in 
San  Francisco  among  people  whose  eye-teeth 
remain  uncut. 

— Manhattan  Life.— Owing  to  continued  ill- 
health,  Wm.  C.  Frazee  was  compelled  to 
resign  his  position  as  secretary  of  this  com- 
pany. At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  board 
of  directors,  held  April  10,  John  H.  Giffin  was 
appointed  to  fill  the  position  of  secretary. 

— Manager  Christensen  has  returned  from 
a  five-weeks'  visit  to  the  East.  He  attended 
the  recent  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  West- 
ern Union  at  Philadelphia.  This  meeting,  he 
says,  was  very  harmonious,  and  the  spirit  of 
loyalty  in  the  membership  is  notably  strong. 
The  new  separation  feature  of  the  Western 
Union  has  proved  to  be  satisfactory  .so  far. 

— It  is  understood  that  E.  F.  Beddall,  now 
vice-president,  will  succeed  J.  A.  MacDonald 
as  president  of  the  Queen  Insurance  Company 
of  America..  Another  announcement  is  that 
Mr.  Beddall  will  then  retire  from  the  manage- 
ment of  the  United  States  branch  of  the  Royal 
Insurance  Company,  though  remaining  its 
general  attorney  for  this  country.  His  suc- 
cessor will  probably  be  Cecil.  F.  Shallcross, 
who  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the 
company,  in  various  parts  of  the  world,  for 
many  years. 
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—The  capital  of  the  Hartford  Life  is  to  be  in- 
creased from  $250,000  to  $500,000. 

—Colorado.— Robert  G.  McDowell  of  Denver 
has  been  arrested  for  violation  of  the  Colorado 
insurance  laws  by  representing  the  Bankers' 
Life  of  St.  Paul,  ruled  out  of  the  state. 

—The  Rev.  Mr.  Sheldon  of  Capital  fame  is 
organizing  a  church  mutual  benefit  life  and 
health  association.  It  will  probably  fail,  as 
the  National  Church  Mutual  of  Lisbon  failed, 
and  leave  a  lot  of  unpaid  claims  and  orphans 
for  the  state  to  support. 

— Chas.  a.  Dean,  president  of  the  National 
Surety  Co.,  is  now  in  Los  Angeles,  enjoying  a 
much-needed  rest.  He  will  visit  San  Fran- 
cisco about  the  20th  of  April,  and  after  visit- 
ing Montei-ey  and  other  points  of  interest  will 
return  via  Portland.  Mrs.  Dean  is  enjoying 
California  with  him. 

—The  Hillmon  case  has  been  in  the  courts 
twenty  years.  No  well  infox-med  man  has 
ever  believed  that  Hillmon  was  killed  as 
alleged  by  the  alleged  widow.  But  the  juries, 
composed  of  men  who  had  never  heard  of  this 
notorious  case  in  their  own  state,  always 
decided  "agin"  the  "blarsted"  corporations. 

J  — To  Life  Men. — Your  attention  is  directed 
to  a  table  on  page  192  of  this  book.  The 
average  per  cent,  of  commission  on  new  busi- 
ness, according  to  this  table,  is  about  58  per 
cent.,  and  the  average  renewal  commission  a 
trifle  less  than  7  per  cent.  The  juxtaposition 
of  the  columns  has  been  arranged  by  us  with 
a  view  of  adding  to  the  value  and  interest  of 
the.  compilation.  Extra  copies  of  this  table 
will  be  struck  off  for  a  small  sum. 

/     —The  case  of  Phiuney  v.  Mutual  Life  is  now 
I      before  the  United  States  supreme  court.    The 
federal,  circuit  and  appeals  courts  have  de- 
cided against  the  company.     The  contention 
that  the  policy  was  a  Washington  state  con- 
tract was  not  sustained  by  Judge  Hanford  at 
Seattle,  in  a  decision  already  printed  in  this 
journal.     The  point  at  issue  is  whether  the 
former  New  York  law  requiring  notice  of  for- 
feiture to  be  sent  to  Phiuney  applied  to  a  con- 
tract made  in  a  remote  state.     Last  month  we 
referred  to  a  new  argument  advanced  by  a 
San  Francisco  attorney  in  a  brief  in  a  similar 
'     case   before    the    California    supreme    court. 
^     The  importance  of  the  Phinney  case  cannot 
'      well  be  overestimated,   for  if    the    supreme 
)      court  at  Washington  decides  against  the  de- 
i      fendant  company,  it  is  possible  for  shysters  to 
*     revive  man\'  cases  of  forfeited  policies. 


— President  Moore  of  the  Pacific  Mutual  is 
in  New  York,  visiting  a  sister  who  is  ill. 

— A.  C.  Harmon,  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  has  been 
appointed  general  agent  of  the  Pacific  Mut- 
ual Life  Ins.  Co. 

—George  H.  Hegeman,  in  charge  of  the  Los 
Angeles  office  of  the  New  York  Life,  died  last 
month.  He  had  come  from  New  York  to 
southern  California  for  his  health. 

— The  Equitable  Life  will  have  an  exhibit  at 
the  Paris  exposition,  in  an  American  elec- 
trical display  representing  the  growth  of 
American  life  insui-ance.  Fac  similes  of  the 
statue  of  liberty  in  New  York  harbor,  the 
Eiffel  tower  and  other  objects  will  be  repro- 
duced in  vari-colored  electric  lights. 

— The  San  Luis  Obispo  Tribune  of  Mai'ch  28 
says:  President  and  Manager  McCall  of  the 
New  York  Life  Insurance  Company  passed 
through  town  last  night  on  his  way  to  Santa 
Barbara.  He  is  one  of  the  few  men  in  the 
United  States  that  enjoy  the  distinction  of 
drawing  a  salary  of  f  100,000  per  year.  He  is 
traveling  on  this  Coast  in  a  private  cai'  which 
he  left  at  Del  Monte.  The  car  will  go  aiound 
by  the  way  of  Niles  and  Newhall  and  meet 
him  at  Santa  Barbara. 

— H.  H.  Pitcher,  banker  and  insui-ance  agent 
at  Livermoi'e,  Cal.,  committed  suicide  on  the 
night  of  April  8.  The  deceased,  as  one  of 
several  trustees  of  an  estate,  was  engaged  in 
litigation  which  worried  him  considerablj' ; 
but  in  the  afternoon  of  the  day  on  which  he 
shot  himself  he  was  as  cheerful  as  usual. 
His  intimate  friends  do  not  for  a  moment  en- 
tertain the  thought  that  he  was  in  his  right 
mind,  nor  that  he  had  been  in  any  way  crim- 
inally involved  with  his  fellow  trustees.  He 
was  perfectly  confident  that  the  suits  would 
end  all  right. 

— Lesson  IjEarned. — The  other  day  we  re- 
marked incidentally  to  an  acquaintance  that 
the  Coast  Review  for  April  would  contain  a 
brief  I'eview  of  the  "Eary  Fires  of  San  Fran- 
cisco," made  up  from  newspaper  files  in  the 
possession  of  the  California  Pioneers.  That 
this  acquaintance  was  a  contributor  to  an 
evening  paper  was  not  suspected;  but  three 
or  four  days  later  an  article  on  the  "Eary 
Fires,"  in  the  form  of  an  alleged  interview 
with  a  California  Pioneer,  appeared  in  the 
"ragged  edge"  evening  paper.  Not  believing 
that  this  was  a  co-incidence,  the  writer  has 
learned  his  little  lesson. 
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—Western'  Union  comniiltees  include  one  on 
gasoline,  one  on  "'publicity  bureau,"  and  one 
on  "bulletin." 

—Intoxicating. — According  to  the  official  ac- 
count thereof,  at  a  recent  underwriters'  ban- 
quet many  toasts  were  drunk. 

— The  premiums  of  the  Niagara  in  Wyoming, 
printed  in  the  March  Coast  Review,  should 
have  been  $2,96ii  instead  of  $2,766. 

—The  lives  of  the  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  oiHcers  and  men  who  compose  Toronto's 
quota  to  the  second  South  African  contingent 
are  insured  for  $1,000  each  for  one  year.  The 
city  is  providing  the  insurance. 

— The  Mutual  Benefit  Life  advertises  that 
its  new  policy  contracts  contain  special  and 
peculiar  advantages  not  combined  in  the  pol- 
icies of  any  other  company.  Solicitors  should 
address  the  company  at  Newark,  N.  J.,  or 
Manager  Munsell,  San  Francisco. 

— Mutual  Assessments. — We  have  received  a 
letter  from  an  estimable  agent  in  San  Luis 
Obispo  county,  the  gist  of  which  is  as  follows  : 
"I  send  you  the  application  of  Mr.  Blank  who 
was  insured  in  the  County  Mutual  of  Paso 
Robles.  He  thought  the  assessments  were 
coming  too  fast  so  canceled  his  policy  with 
them  and  here  it  is.  I  think  from  what  I  can 
learn  that  there  are  others  that  will  come 
later." — Short  Rates. 

— At  Rossland,  B.  C.,  the  city  council  has 
promulgated  a  fire-limits  by-law  of  consid- 
erable merit.  If  the  council  will  now  see  to 
the  rigid  enfoi'cement  of  the  order  and  to  the 
carrying  out  of  the  water  rules  recently 
adopted,  there  should  be  no  difficulty  in  com- 
ing to  an  understanding  with  the  underwrit- 
ers on  the  question  of  insurance  rates.  Rad- 
ical improvements  in  fire  protection  methods, 
is  the  long  pole  that  reaches  the  persimmon, 
every  time. 

—Great  Falls,  Mon. — There  is  talk  of  im- 
proving the  fire  protection  of  this  place,  in 
which  event  a  new  survey  will  be  made,  and 
rates  may  consequently  be  reduced,  though 
there  is  no  gravity  system.  Alderman  Wads- 
worth  insisted  that  the  city  should  find  out 
exactly  what  the  underwriters  would  do, 
before  spending  any  money  for  improved  fire 
protection.  Meantime  fires  will  occur  as 
usual,  and  considerable  uninsured  loss  will  be 
sustained.  Which  is  the  wisei- — to  pay  for 
better  fii-e  protection  or  to  incur  large  losses 
in  excess  of  insurance? 


-Manager  Rolla  V.  Watt  leaves  on  the 
18th  inst.  for  a  month's  trip  in  the  East. 

— Mrs.  Emma  Reeu,  San  Andreas,  Cal., 
charged  with  setting  fires  on  the  property  of 
Warren  Rose  and  Joe  Manuel,  was  acquitted. 

—The  Mutual  Life  has  paid  the  $."0,000  claim 
on  the  life  of  Frank  E.  Tyler,  said  to  have 
been  mysteriously  burned  to  death  in  a 
miner's  cabin  near  Alpine,  Colo. 

— The  Manchester  has  reinsured  the  South 
Dakota  business  of  the  retired  Delaware  and 
Reliance.  Good  digestion  appears  to  always 
wait  on  the  good  appetite  of  the  Manchester. 

— Wanted:  Position  as  vacation  substitute 
for  two  or  three  months,  by  insurance  clerk. 
Competent  in  all  departments,  with  counter 
experience.  Best  refences.  Address,  A.  B., 
care  Coast  Review. 

— Travelers  Sued. — The  National  Construc- 
tion Company  of  Boston  has  been  compelled 
to  sue  the  Travelers  to  recover  damages 
awarded  an  injured  employe.  The  Travelers 
carried  on  the  defense  for  the  construction 
company  awhile  and  then  withdrew.  Now, 
sued  by  the  construction  company  which  it 
insured,  the  insurer  raises  technical  objec- 
tions. 

— A  Ghaphophone  Fire  Alarm. — An  auto- 
matic phonographic  fire  alarm  shouter  is  the 
very,  very  latest.  Of  course.  Chief  Hale  of 
Kansas  City  water-tower  fame  is  the  in- 
ventor. Heat  automatically  starts  the  elec- 
tric current  along  wires  attached  to  "thei'- 
mostats."  The  current  operates  a  phono- 
gragh  which  shouts  into  a  telephone  receiver 
"There  is  a  fire  at"  the  place  where  the  auto- 
matic fire  alarm  is  located.  This  message  is 
received  at  fire  department  headquarters, 
and  is  instantly  communicated  to  the  district 
departments.     Thus  sayeth  deponent. 

— Merchandise  in  Bricks. — A  United  States 
manager,  addressing  his  agents,  says  :  "It  is 
possibly  not  necessary  to  make  the  advance 
in  rates  upon  all  classes,  but  among  those 
particularly  needing  such  action  we  will  men- 
tion stocks  of.  merchandise  in  brick  buildings. 
Our  own  record  on  these  has  been  very  bad, 
and  so  far  as  we  can  learn  all  companies  have 
found  them  unprofitable,  and  it  would  doubt- 
less require  an  advance  on  present  rates  of  at 
least  2.5  per  cent,  to  p'.ace  the  class  ubon  a 
paying  basis.  The  more  hazardous  classes  of 
specials  need  a  similiar  increase  in  rates." 
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— TuE  situation  in  Oakland,  Cal.,  is  author- 
itatively reported  as  "  normal." 

— Genekal  Maxagek  Lane  of  the  Palatine 
will  visit  this  country  about  May  1. 

— The  Pennsylvania  E^ike  has  added  lino- 
type machines  to  its  prohibited  list. 

--Reinsurance  on  the  British  ship  Annie 
Thomas,  254  days  out,  has  advanced  to  93  per 
cent. 

—An  Eastern  life  oiiice's  experiment  with 
guaranteed  salaries  of  solicitors  turned  out 
not  at  all  well. 

—The  Coast  Review  extras  will  be  mailed 
regularly  to  subscribers  who  care  to  receive 
them,  knowing  that  they  also  appear  in  the 
regular  edition. 

— J.  H.  ViNiT,  for  several  years  with  the 
Loudon  and  Northern  office  at  desk  and  coun- 
ter, has  been  promoted  to  special  agent. 
Success  attend  him ! 

— Marine. — The  British  ship  City  of  Florence, 
ashore  south  of  San  Francisco,  is  a  total 
wreck.  There  will  be  no  salvage.  The  in- 
surance loss  will  be  about  1100,000. 

—  E.  J.  LoL'is.  of  the  Fire  Association  at  Los 
Angeles,  entertained  President  Paulding  and 
Director  Read  of  the  Delaware,  last  week. 
Mr.  Paulding  is  a  sou  of  Admiral  Paulding. 

—General  Manager  Alcock  of  the  Royal 
Insurance  Company,  of  Liverpool,  visited  San 
Francisco  on  the  1st  inst.,  and  remained  five 
days.  Mr.  Alcack  went  from  here  directly  to 
New  York. 

— In  the  Review  of  Reviews  for  April  Louis 
WindmuUer,  a  director  of  the  German- Ameri- 
can, describes  some  of  "the  wasteful  methods" 
of  lire  insurance  as  at  present  conducted  in 
this  country. 

—  '•Oakland  War."— The  daily  papers,  al- 
ways blunderers  when  they  refer  to  insur- 
ance matters,  have  made  another  "war"  storj' 
on  the  basis  of  a  "patent"  tire  extinguisher 
man's  pi'omise  of  reduced  fire  insurance  rates 
for  purchasers.  The  county  policies  do  not 
expire  for  another  year. 

—New  Washington  Mltual.— The  Washing- 
ton Relief  Union,  with  headquarters  in  Oakes- 
dale,  has  filed  articles  of  incorporation. 
Seventy  members  have  subscribed  the  re- 
quii-ed  $50,000  insurance.  Fire  insurance  on 
the  "fraternal  assessment  plan"  will  be 
written  forthwith.     I.  E.  Holt  is  secretary. 


— The  Washington  Life  Ins.  Co.  has  bought 
a  four-story  building  adjoining  its  lofty  home 
office  building,  thus  insuring  light  in  all  the 
upper  stories. 

— The  Penn  Mutual  Life  has  receded  from 
its  "incontestable  from  date"  position,  and 
will  hereafter  make  its  policies  incontestable 
after  one  year.  We  believe  this  to  be  a  wise 
change. 

— Eight-story  buildings  and  "four-story  fire 
departments"  are  frequently  found  in  the 
same  city.  It  should  be  realized  that  such 
portions  of  buildings  as  are  beyond  the  reach 
of  hose  streams  may  be  quite  as  much  with- 
out fire  protection  as  though  located  in  the 
backwoods.— E.  U.  Crosby. 

— The  Security  Trust  &  Liee  writes  sub- 
standard risks  at  either  a  higher  rate  or  a 
lien  on  the  polic.v.  This  company  now  has  a 
Pacific  Coast  department  with  headquarters 
in  San  Francisco.  Many  risks  rejected  by 
medical  examiners  turn  out  to  be  long  lived. 
It  is  fortunate  that  there  is  a  company  which 
is  willing  and  able  to  carry  such  risks,  as  well 
as  the  ordinary  standard  I'isk.  The  Security 
Trust  &  Life  is  such  a  company. 

— Narrow  Escape. — The  Salt  Lake  Herald  of 
March  10  says:  F.  W.  Young,  a  fire  insurance 
man  from  Denver,  among  the  guests  at  the 
Knutsford,  was  on  the  late  Oregon  Short  Line 
train  which  was  delayed  near  Centerville 
Thursday  evening,  owing  to  the  breaking  of 
the  side  bars  on  the  engine.  In  speaking  of 
the  occurrence  he  said  :  "None  of  us  realized 
how  near  we  were  to  a  big  smash-up  until 
that  plucky  engineer  stopped  the  train.  Had 
we  struck  a  curve  all  would  have  been  piled 
up  in  a  ditch  for  a  certainty.  The  only  thing 
we  knew  was  that  the  train  was  running  at 
a  speed  of  seventy  miles  an  hour,  with  the 
gravel  from  the  roadbed  striking  against  the 
windows  as  we  sped  along;  then  we  stopped. 
W^e  afterwards  found  that  for  a  mile  or  so  the 
engine  ran  away,  with  the  broken  rods  dig- 
ging up  the  gravel  in  its  headlong  flight.  It 
appears  that  the  left  rod  broke  first,  driving 
the  fireman  from  the  cab;  almost  at  the  same 
time  the  other  went,  throwing  the  engineer 
backwards.  The  two  men  tried  to  get  the 
air  brakes  to  work,  but  from  some'  cause  they 
failed  to  act,  and  then  the  engineer  crawled 
back,  at  the  risk  of  his  life,  among  the 
threshing  rods,  and  shut  off  the  steam, 
gradually  bringing  the  train  to  a  standstill. 
How  those  two  men  escape  injury  was  a 
miracle,  for  the  cab  was  practically  wrecked. 
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—  "An  insurance  adjuster  of  New  York,"  K. 
L.  Hill,  is  registered  at  a  Los  Angeles  hotel. 

— Kates  have  been  raised  in  Chicago,  notably 
on  hotels,  the  new  rates  on  which  are  from 
40  to  50  per  cent,  higher. 

— The  Ohio  insurance  commissioner  says  he 
will  cause  the  ai-rest  of  anybody  caught 
adjusting  a  loss  for  an  unauthorized  company. 

— E.  B.  CowLES,  of  Field  &  Cowles,  New 
England  managei-sof  the  Royal  Ins.  Co.,  with 
headquarters  in  Boston,  is  at  Del  Monte,  Cal. 

— Resident  Agency  Law. — This  law  has  re- 
cently been  enforced  in  Illinois  and  Colorado, 
by  the  revocation  of  the  offending  company's 
license. 

—A  NUMBER  of  fire  offices  are  cancelling  right 
and  left  in  the  congested  district  of  Phila- 
delphia- after  a  big  fire,  which  always  brings 
wisdom. 

— H.  T.  Lamey,  manager  Western  department 
of  the  British  America  and  Western,  at 
Denver,  has  accepted  the  general  agency  of 
the  United  Fii'emens  for  Colo. -Kan. -Neb. - 
land. 

— The  local  board  of  directors  of  the  Palatine 
Ins.  Co.  is  now  composed  of  John  H.  Wise 
(chairman),  John  F.  Merrill.  "Wm.  E.  Brown 
and  E.  M.  Root,  all  well  known  San  Francisco 
business  men. 

— Chas.  L.  J.  Bliss,  independent  field  man, 
of  Seattle,  Wash.,  is  temporarily  employed  in 
Maj.  Christensen's  office.  Mr.  Bliss  was 
formerly  a  local  agent  in  one  of  the  Dakotas, 
and  was  also  a  general  agent  for  the  New 
Yoi'k  Plate  Glass  for  Minnesota. 

—  "Mi'KDEK  will  out,"  and  the  writing  of 
risks  below  lariiT  rates  will  come  out,  and  all 
the  facts  pertaining  thereto.  The  writing 
of  the  San  Jose  brewery  at  cut  rates  was  on 
the  quiet,  and  the  most  bare-faced  denials 
followed  ;  but  finally  the  guilt  was  fastened 
on  several  San  Jose  locals.  The  policies  were 
ordered  canceled,  and  fines  were  imposed. 

— Of  tuikty-seven  millionaire  companies 
showing  a  profit  on  American  fire  underwrit- 
ing in  the  past  ten  years,  as  printed  in  the 
Spectator,  the  Fireman's  Fund  ranks  twelfth. 
Twenty-three  millionaires  show  an  under- 
writing loss.  The  net  average  ratio  of  profit 
was  only  l.To  per  cent,  of  the  premiums.  And 
yet  there  are  ignoramuses  who  talk  about 
exorbitant  rates  and  great  profits  of  fire 
underwriting  in  this  counti'y. 


— Lime. — Rain  is  said  to  have  caused  a  fire  in 
New  York. 

— The  president  of  the  Kentucky  Association 
of  Local  Fire  Insurance  Agents  has  been  sued 
by  a  non-board  local  agent  for  $10,000  alleged 
damages.  Defendant  is  charged  with  the 
heinous  crime  of  trying  to  persuade  the  Ger- 
man of  Freeport  to  take  up  plaintiff's  agency, 
thus  jeoparding  his  precious  business.  Plain- 
tiff also  charged  the  local  board  and  state 
association  with  being  monopolies.  We  mis- 
take the  temper  of  the. German  nature  if  it 
does  not  undertake  to  dispense  with  this 
plaintiff's  services. 

—We  have  collected  the  British  Columbia 
figures  of  about  twenty-five  companies:  but 
as  the  list  is  far  from  complete  its  totals  are 
misleading.  The     principal     writers,     in 

the  order  named,  are :  the  .^Etna,  Scottish- 
Union,  Connecticut  Ins.  Co.  of  North  America 
and  the  Hartford  Fire,  ranging  from  $24,000 
to  ."113,000.  The  business  of  the  province  was 
profitable  to  the  reporting  companies,  but 
whether  profitable  to  the  un-reporting  com- 
panies, or  as  a  whole,  is  uncertain. 

— The  prayer  of  the  Mutual  Protective  Insur- 
ance Association  and  the  Oregon  Relief  Asso- 
ciation, petitioning  the  city  council  of  Port- 
land for  exemption  from  the  annual  license 
fee  of  forty  dollars,  which  that  body  imposes 
on  all  fire  insurance  companies  doing  business 
within  its  jurisdiction,  has  been  denied.  The 
grounds  upon  which  the  plea  for  immunity 
was  based  were  rather  unique,  to  wit,  public 
benefactors.  The  prayer  of  the  mutuals  also 
alleged  that  as  they  conducted  their  business 
in  reference  to  fire  insurance  upon  the  same 
lines  as  fraternal  benefit  societies,  they  were 
therefore  exempt.  An  assessment  is  now  in 
order  to  raise  the  required  forty. 

— MooNEY  Again  Convicted. — The  second 
trial  of  K.  J.  Mooney,  merchant,  Merced,  Cal.,, 
who  was  charged  with  arson,  resulted,  as  be- 
fore, in  conviction.  Mooney  had  secured  a 
new  trial  through  a  technicality.  At  the 
second  trial  the  court's  charge  to  the  jury 
left  little  doubt  of  the  verdict.  The  defence 
employed  the  usual  tactics,  denouncing  the 
"wicked  corporations"  and  appealing  to  sym- 
pathy; but  the  evidence  of  arson  was  too 
strong.  The  district  attorney  of  Merced 
county,  E.  G.  Ostrander,  and  Special  Agent 
Ridling  of  the  Home,  deserve  a  good  deal  of 
credit  for  fastening  the  crime  on  the  guilty 
man.  Altogether,  thirteen  witnesses  were 
examined. 
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— We  have  had  our  hands  full,  as  it  were, 
with  fire  figures,  recently,  and  can  now  give 
more  attention  to  life  and  accident  tab- 
ulations, two  of  which  are  printed  this  month. 

—The  stockholders  of  the  old  California  Insur- 
ance Co.  have  received  -SIOS.SO  per  share. 
M.  A.  Newell,  the  well  known  marine  man, 
has  purchased  5,000  of  the  6,000  shares  for  a 
sum  to  be  considered  "a  final  dividend." 

— W.  A.  LisTON  has  disposed  of  his  Conti- 
nental Insurance  interests  at  Atlantic,  Iowa, 
to  Ross  Wallace.  Mr.  Liston  and  family  have 
gone  to  Salem,  Oregon,  where  Mr.  Liston 
thinks  the  climate  will  be  more  beneficial  to 
his  health.  He  has  secured  a  lai'ge  territory' 
in  that  part  of  the  country  for  the  same  com- 
pany.—Underwriters  Review. 

-When' a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  leg- 
islature introduced  an  amendment  prohibiting 
citizens  from  going  out  of  the  state  for  a 
wife  until  he  has  filed  an  affidavit  that  he  is 
unable  to  procure  a  wife  within  the  state,  the 
fate  of  the  original  insurance  bill  was  sealed. 
The  objectionable  bill  provided  that  no  Mass- 
achusetts manufacturing  company  should  be 
allowed  to  insure  elsewhere  until  the  home 
companies  had  had  a  chance. 

—New  Mexico.— Risks  written,  $11,948,084,  a 
gain  of  three  million;  premiums,  $210,187,  a 
gain  of  $43,000;  losses,  $163,583.  a  loss  ratio  of 
77.8.  This  is  the  territoi'v  from  which  a  num- 
ber of  companies  withdrew  on  account  of  an 
obnoxious  deposit  law.  The  gains  are  prob- 
ably due  largely  to  incomplete  reports  in 
previous  years.  The  average  loss  ratio  has 
been  58.1  per  cent,  for  twenty  years.  These 
totals  are  from  the  Weekly  Underwriter's 
table.  Of  the  total  premiums,  $107,752  was 
reported  to  the  Coast  Review,  with  a  loss 
ratio  of  61  per  cent.,  or  18  points  less  than 
the  general  average. 

—J.  McCallan,  with  Gordon  &  Frazer,  3()S 
Pine  street,  San  Francisco,  has  interested 
himself  in  the  organization  of  a  worthy  manu- 
facturing enterprise  at  Eureka,  Cal.,  called 
the  "Humboldt  Bav  Woolen  Mill  Co.,"  which 
will  employ  a  hundred  or  more  men  and  boys. 
We  quite  agree  with  United  States  Senator 
Perkins,  who  writes  to  Mr.  McCallan :  "It 
should  be  only  the  first  of  a  large  number  of 
similiar  new  manufacturing  enterprises  in 
California,  which  should  seek  to  work  up  its 
raw  material  into  merchantable  forms.  It  is 
through  such  manufactures  that  a  state  grows 
rapidly  prosperous." 


— United  States  Manager  Letton  of  the 
Prussian  National, .in  a.  letter  to  agents,  re- 
fers as  follows  to  the  very  high  average  loss 
ratio  of  1899  in  this  country:  "Such  results 
are  certainly  discouraging  enough,  but  so  far 
as  we  can  learn  the  loss  ratio  this  year  up  to 
the  present  time  is  even  greater  than  for  the 
same  period  last  year.  It  is  hardly  necessary 
to  say  that  these  conditions  cannot  continue 
much  longer  without  producing  a  revolution 
in  the  business.  Whether  this  will  result  in 
the  winding  up  of  a  large  number  of  compan- 
ies and  agencies,  a  change  in  the  present 
agency  system,  or  a  general  movement  to 
place  the  business  upon  a  paying  basis  by  in- 
creasing rates  and  reducing  expenses,  is  yet 
to  be  determined." 

— Death  of  G.  H.  Munson. — After  a  pro- 
longed illness,  G.  H.  Munson  of  Spokane 
passed  away  on  Mai'ch  30.  At  the  beginning 
of  his  last  illness,  Mr.  Munson  realized  that 
the  ending  would  probably  be  fatal.  He 
therefore  arranged  that  the  business  he  had 
so  firmly  established  should  be  carried  on 
after  his  death.  Seymour  Birch,  with  whom 
he  had  formerly  been  associated,  was  made 
president  and  manager:  Miss  L.  F.  Grippen, 
confidential  secretar.v  and  bookkeeper,  was 
made  treasurer;  and  Mrs.  Munson  retained 
the  presidency.  The  business  has  been  con- 
ducted under  this  management  since  Novem- 
ber 12,  1899,  and  no  change  will  be  made. 
The  agency  and  business  will  be  continued 
permanently  under  the  name  of  G.  H.  Munson 
&  Co.,  Inc. 

— From  the  Portland  Oregonian  :  G.  Rosen- 
blatt, who  lately  completed  his  twenty-first 
years'  service  in  connection  with  the  Liver- 
pool &  London  &  Globe  Insurance  Company, 
has  received  very  complimentary  letters  from 
the  secretary  and  manager  of  the  company  in 
San  Francisco,  recognizing  his  long  and  faith- 
ful services,  and  their  best  wishes  for  his 
future.  Accompanying  these  was  a  very 
handsome  and  unique  present,  in  the  shape  of 
a  "sovereign  purse"  of  solid  gold.  This  is  in 
the  form  of  a  globe,  with  the  marks  of  lat- 
itude and  longitude  thereon,  and  arranged 
inside  to  hold  sovereigns  or  $5  pieces.  It  is 
intended  to  be  worn  on  one  end  of  a  double 
watch  chain.  The  receptacle  is  just  the  right 
size  to  hold  a  nickel,  and  Mr.  Rosenblatt  is 
informed  that  if  he  keeps  it  filled  he  will 
never  be  without  a  nickel  for  car  fare,  as  he 
can  draw  on  the  "reserve  fund"  and  thereby 
be  assured  that  he  will  not  have  to  walk  home. 


The   Coast   Rev>iev(? 

EXTRA,  APRIL  :,. 


233 


— E.  S.  Valentine  of  Fresno  is  in  town. 

—General  Agent  Tom  C.  Ghant  has  re- 
turned. 

—Assistant  Manageu  Fuller  of  the  Norwich 
Union  is  in  Salt  Lake. 

—  Manager  Tuomas  of  the  New  Zealand  is  in 
Rocky  Mountain  territory. 

— Denver. — Ins.  Com.  Eddy  has  revoked  the 
license  of  the  Traders  &  Travelers. 

— The  manager  of  the  Chicago  Underwriters' 
Association  is  to  receive  $6,000  salary. 

— The  Thuringia  has  been  elected  a  member 
of  the  National  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters. 

--Manager  Geo.  D.  Dornin,  who  is  visiting 
the  Pacific  Northwest,  is  expected  back  in 
a  day  or  two. 

—Justice  Dyer,  of  Palo  Alto,  Cal.,  in  dis- 
grace over  the  recent  abduction  of  a  Chinese 
girl,  is  a  local  agent. 

— Manager  Geo.  E.  Kline  of  the  Western 
department  of  the  Continental  is  on  his  way 
to  the  Pacific  Coast. 

— Non-Union  companies'  specials  have  organ- 
ized the  Illinois  Field  Club  in  Chicago.  R. 
D.  Harvey  of  the  New  Hampshire  Fire  was 
elected  president. 

— Two  More  Mutuals  Fail. — The  Quaker 
City  Mutual  Fire  of  Philadelphia  and  the 
Kansas  City  Town  Mutual  of  Missouri  are  in- 
solvent and  will  be  dissolved. 

— The  E.  C.  Webster  Co.,  Los  Angeles,  an 
investment  corporation,  has  recently  engaged 
in  the  insurance  business.  E.  M.  Davis  is 
secretary  and  treasurer,  E.  C.  Webster  is 
president,  F.  L.  Grannis  vice-president. 

— There  is  a  wee  bit  of  trouble  in  the  local 
board  in  Portland,  over  the  final  disposition 
of  a  charge  against  a  well  known  firm.  The 
Home's  representatives  have  filed  a  vigorous 
protest,  but  it  is  believed  that  the  difUculty 
will  be  cleared  up  satisfactorilj'. 

—Rumor  has  it  that  one  of  our  greatest  fire 
insurance  companies  is  about  to  close  a  con- 
tract for  reinsurance  of  excess  lines  with  a 
foreign  insurance  company  which  has,  in 
anticipation  of  such  an  arrangement,  been 
holding  off  as  to  certain  smaller  contracts. 
There  is  an  air  of  possibility  about  this,  both 
on  account  of  the  large  fires  of  late  in  con- 
gested centers  and  also  because  the  company 
has  out  big  lines  in  many  places. — Exchange. 


— The  Merchants  loss  in  January  at  Seattle 
should  have  been  $936,  making  the  total  for 
the  month  only  $1,168. 

— Rates  have  been  largely  advanced  in  the 
congested  district  of  Philadelphia.  Rates  on 
many  risks  have  been  doubled  or  trebled. 
Department  stores,  in  partieulai- — which  have 
proved  to  be  so  hazardous— have  been  raised 
from  90  cents  to  from  $2.15  to  $2.90. 

— The  New  Hampshire  will  re-enter  Cali- 
fornia, with  Herbert  Folger  as  manager  and 
Dixwell  Hewitt  as  assistant  manager.  The 
Pacific  Coast  department  of  the  company  will 
be  co-terminous,  as  to  territory,  with  the 
Phoenix  of  Hartford,  with  the  exception  of 
Oregon.  The  New  Hampshire  will  begin 
writing  on  May  1. 

— The  Western  department  of  the  Royal  Ex- 
change at  Chicago  will  be  abandoned  this 
month.  The  Times  Herald  refers  to  Assist- 
ant Manager  John  Marshall  of  the  United 
States  department,  formerly  in  charge  of  the 
Western  department,  as  follows:  "The  many 
friends  Mr.  Marshall  has  made  will  regret  to 
see  him  leave  Chicago.  He  has  been  a  leader 
in  the  younger  school." 

— The  venerable  D.  J.  Staples,  ex-president 
of  the  Fireman's  Fund  Ins.  Co.,  died  at 
6  a.  m.,  April  3,  at  his  home  at  711  Taylor 
street,  San  Francisco.  The  funeral  services 
were  held  at  12:45  to-day.  There  was  a  very 
large  attendance  of  underwriters.  Rev.  Mr. 
McLean,  of  Oakland,  a  personal  friend  of 
twenty  years'  acquaintance,  ofticiated.  His 
tribute  to  the  character  and  life  work  of  the 
deceased  was  thoughtful  and  impressive. 
The  casket  was  draped  in  the  American  flag. 
The  many  beautiful  floral  tributes,  sent  in  by 
underwriters  and  other  friends,  extended  to 
the  chancel.  The  pall-bearei's  were  as  fol- 
lows: F.  W.  Lougee,  W.  H.  Brown,  repre- 
senting the  Fireman's  Fund  ;  Chas.  D.  Haven. 
Geo.  C.  Boardman,  Board  of  Fire  Underwrit- 
ers of  the  Pacific;  Chas.  A.  Laton,  George  F. 
Grant,  Fire-Underwriters'  Association  of  the 
Pacific;  C.  Mason  Kinne,  W.  R.  Smedberg, 
Loyal  Legion;  E.  T.  Allen,  George  Harris, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic;  Jas.  D.  Bailey, 
Wm.  Rotrosky,  Odd  Fellows;  J.  H.  Gardiner, 
Chas.  De  S.  Boice,  California  Pioneers;  J.  K. 
Wilson,  J.  C.  Coleman.  J.  B.  Schroeder,  Wm. 
J.  Dutton,  representing  friends.  The  re- 
mains were  interred  in  Mountain  View  cem- 
etery, Oakland.  The  deceased  was  'i6  years 
old,  lacking  one  month. 
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— Presioext  McCruDT  of  the  Mutual  Life  has 
been  visiting  San  Fi-ancisco. 

—The  Metropolitan  Life  will  xot  establish 
an  agency  on  the  Coast. 

— The  Kings  County  Fire  has  begun  business 
in  Utah,  with  J.  L.  Perkes  as  resident  agent. 

— M.vN.^^oER  Waym.\n,  of  the  G.  W.  MeNear 
general  agency,  is  visiting  the  East. 

--PuE!?inENT  McC.^.LL  of  the  New  York  Life 
banqueted  the  agents  of  the  company  in  San 
Francisco  last  week. 

— Representatives  of  the  Covenant  Mutual 
of  Galesburg  are  interviewing  certificate 
holders  in  San  Francisco. 

Chicago    fire    rates    have    been    increased 

about  15  per  cent.  Present  prospects  are 
that  this  increase  is  not  enough. 

— Darwix  p.  Kingsley,  third  vice-president 
of  the  New  York  Life,  is  expected  in  San 
Francisco  next  week.  Mrs.  Kingsley,  who  is 
a  daughter  of  Pi-esident  McCall.  accompanies 
her  husband. 

— Salt  Lake  City. — The  Thomas  Insurance 
and  Investment  Co.  has  been  incorporated, 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $250.  Theodore  Meyer 
is  president,  Henry  J.  Wallace  is  vice-presi- 
dent, and  John  J.  Thomas  is  secretary. 

— P.  A.  BuELL,  of  Stockton,  Cal.,  who  died 
suddenly  in  San  Francisco,  carried  a  large 
amount  of  insurance  on  his  life.  He  had  $H5,- 
000  in  the  New  York  Life,  and  a  considerable 
amount  in  other  companies. 

— New  York. — T.  D.  Belfield  has  been  ap- 
pointed resident  manager  of  the  Imperial  Ins. 
Co.  of  London,  succeeding  J.  J.  Courtney,  re- 
signed. Manager  Belfield  came  to  this  coun- 
try several  years  ago,  fi'om  the  home  office. 

—Leon  S  Rosenblatt,  with  G.  Rosenblatt  of 
Portland,  was  in  the  city  this  week,  on  his 
way  home.  Mr.  Rosenblatt  visited  southern 
California  for  the  first  time  in  several  years. 
He  expresses  surprise  over  the  recent  gi'owth 
of  Los  Angeles. 

— Santa  Rosa  Fire  Record.— The  annual  re- 
port of  Fire  Chief  Muther  of  Santa  Rosa,  Cal., 
shows  a  loss  of  only  *3,()18  last  year.  The 
average  for  the  previous  six  years  was  $S,700. 
The  insurance  loss  average  was  $7,000.  The 
insurance  loss  last  year  was  only  ^'Xi~.  The 
chief  refers  to  the  improvement  of  the  Are 
department. 


— The  Western  branch  of  the  New  York 
Life's  "Hundred  Thousand  Dollar  Club" 
meets  in  San  Francisco  on  April  "iit.  The  club 
has  nearly  300  members. 

— Binding  Agreement  by  Telephone. — Judge 
Bahrs,  of  the  superior  court  of  San  Francisco, 
March  3T,  instructed  a  jury  to  the  effect  that 
an  agreement  to  insure  made  over  the  tele- 
phone is  as  binding  as  if  made  otherwise. 
James  A.  Morrow  sued  the  Franklin  of  Phila- 
delphia for  §1,500,  as  assignee  of  Wesley 
Heidt.  The  assignor,  Heidt,  claimed  that 
he  made  an  agreement  over  the  telephone, 
with  defendant,  for  a  year's  insurance  on  his 
store.  Before  the  policy  was  issued  and  pre- 
mium paid,  the  fire  occurred.  Defendant's 
agent  denied  making  such  agreement.  The 
jury  returned  a  verdict  for  defendant  com- 
pany. 

— San  Francisco  Fire  Department. — The 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  aisk  for  S74(),237 
for  the  fire  department,  and  $177,450  for  the 
department  of  electricity,  for  the  coming 
fiscal  year  beginning  July  1.  Though  the 
charter  allows  ten  men  to  each  engine  and 
twelve  men  to  each  truck,  the  number  for 
many  companies  will  be  reduced  two.  On 
July  3,  4  and  5  the  full  force  will  be  employed. 
The  electric  department  requires  an  extra  sum 
on  account  of  the  new  ordinance,  and  the 
agreement  with  the  various  electric  compan- 
ies, requiring  all  wires  to  be  placed  under 
ground.  The  commissioners  hope  to  reduce 
the  expected  deficit  to  small  proportions  with- 
out materially  affecting  the  efficiency  of  the 
fire  department. 

— Western  Union  Meeting  Last  Month. — 
The  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Western 
Union  in  Philadelphia,  March  21  and  22,  was 
a  routine  affair.  The  several  committees 
made  rather  perfunctoi^  reports.  President 
Cram  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  general 
situation.  Chairman  Washburn  denied  that 
the  recent  conference  in  New  York  was  in 
any  way  hostile  to  the  Union.  The  govern- 
ing committee  made  a  favorable  report  on  the 
workings  of  the  graded  commission  plan. 
Policies  in  the  Duluth  case  having  been  can- 
celed, the  grievance  committee  had  nothing 
to  report.  It  was  resolved  to  take  some 
action  as  to  gasoline  stoves.  A  publicitj-  com- 
mittee of  five  was  authorized,  for  the  purpose 
of  disseminating  news  and  presenting  facts 
which  will  place  the  business  of  fire  insur- 
ance in  a  true  and  favorable  light  before  the 
public. 
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Our  li-ade  with  Japan.  China  and 
Hong-Kong  during  the  fiscal  year  1899. 
aggregated  $87,303.(588.  of  which  $47,815,- 
035  were  imports  and  $39, -490, (353  were 
exports.  During  the  past  ten  years  our 
trade  with  these  countries  has  neai'ly 
doubled  and  the  exports  have  increased 
far  more  rapidly  than  the  imports.  At 
the  present  rate  of  relative  increase  we 
shall  be  selling  very  soon  to  those  coun- 
tries more  than  we  buy  from  tliem. 

Bank  Deposits. — A  bank  will  not  be 
obliged  to  pay  a  check  in  a  sum  greater 
than  the  amount  to  the  credit  of  the 
drawer  in  his  account  with  the  bank,  nor 
does  the  check  operate  as  a  transfer  or  an 
assignment  of  the  lesser  amount  of  the 
account. 

The  return,  to  a  depositor,  of  his  check 
with  a  foi-ged  indorsement,  together  with 
his  balanced  pass  book,  casts  on  him  only 
the  duty  of  exerci&ing  reasonable  care  and 
diligence  to  examine  the  vouchers  and  the 
accounts  as  stated  by  the  bank,  and  to  in- 
form the  bank  of  any  errors  thus  discov- 
erable. 

The  implied  contract  on  the  part  of  a 
bank  with  its  depositor  is  that  it  will  dis- 
burse the  money  standing  to  his  credit 
only  on  his  order,  and  in  conformity  with 
his  directions;  and,  therefore,  if  it  makes 
a  payment  on  a  check  to  which  his  name 
has  been  forged,  or  upon  his  genuine 
check  to  which  the  name  of  a  necessary 
indorser  has  been  forged,  it  must  be  held 
to  have  paid  out  of  its  own  funds,  and 
cannot  charge  the  amount  against  the 
depositor,  unless  it  shows  a  right  to  do  so 
on  the  doctrine  of  estoppel,  or  because  of 
some  negligence  chargeable  to  the  deposi- 
tor. 

The  total  exports  of  the  United  States 
increased  from  $736,938,304  for  the  seven 
months  ending  January  31.  1899.  to  $787.- 
390,880  for  the  seven  months  ending  Jap 
uary  31,  1900.  The  increase  was  whollj' 
made  up  in  exports  of  manufactures,  which 
rose  from  -$182,336,503,  or  24.74  per  cent, 
of  total  exports  for  1899,  to  $234,301,141. 


or  29.76  per  cent,  of  total  exports  for  1900. 
Agricultural  exports  fell  from  $506,669.- 
650,  or  (59.02  per  cent.,  to  $495,426,875,  or 
(52.92  per  cent,  of  the  total.  The  increase 
in  exports  of  manufactures  for  the  month 
of  January-  alone  was  from  $25,806,870,  or 
22.66  per  cent,  of  the  total  of  $113,855,890 
in  1899,  to  $35,586,940,  or  30.87  per  cent, 
of  the  total  of  $115,307,344  in  1900. 

With  government  fours  due  in  1925  at 
such  pi-ices  as  135  and  136.  it  is  not  sur- 
prising that  the  small  quantity  pledged 
for  circulation  has  fallen  nearly  $2,000,000 
since  the  beginning  of  the  year.  This 
movement  on  the  part  of  the  banks  to  ac- 
quire bonds  capable  of  refunding  and  un- 
load the  other  classes  is  regarded  as  a 
symptom  of  the  acceptance  of  the  re- 
funding plan  when  the  time  comes. 
The  controlling  motive  is  probably 
found  more  in  the  reduction  of  the 
circulation  tax  by  one-half  on  notes 
based  on  the  refunding  bonds  than  in  the 
difference  in  banking  profit  if  the  tax  had 
remained  unchanged.  It  is  evident  that 
several  counter-currents  are  running  in 
the  bond  market,  but  that  on  the  whole 
there  is  a  general  disposition  among  the 
banks  to  take  advantage  of  the  refunding 
oflfer.  This  movement  may  be  stimulated 
by  the  admitted  necessity  of  increasing 
note  circulation  if  the  public  deposits  are 
to  be  called  in,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
impairment  of  the  loanable  funds  of  the 
banks. 
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The  fact  that  the  United  States  has  be- 
come the  world's  greatest  producei"  of 
coal,  and  at  a  cost  for  production  far  be- 
low that  of  any  other  part  of  the  world, 
is  attracting  great  attention  in  all  parts 
of  the  world,  and  especially  with  British 
producers  and  consumers  of  coal.  In  the 
United  States  coal  can  be  bought  at  the 
pit  mouth  for  4s  9d  per  ton,  as  against  5s 
10>^d  paid  in  Great  Britain.  Coal  then, 
more  even  than  gold  itself,  will  be  the 
base  of  all  calculations  for  peace  or  war 
by  the  govei-nments  of  Europe,  for  the 
next  decade  at  least — and  Uncle  Sam  has 
the  coal. 


D.  A.   SPENCER,  Adjuster, 


2/3  Sansome  Street, 


SAN  FRANCISCO. 


F.    G.     ARGALL, 

Adjuster    of    Fire    Losses, 

306  Pine  Street,  (room  2)   San  Francisco. 

TEL.    MAIN     5605 
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PHOENIX  MUTUAL 


I     ICC:      INSURANCE 
Lire.     COMPANY 

Of  HARTFORD,  CONN. 


JONATHAN  B.  BUNCE,  Presi. 
J.  M.  HOLCOMBE,  Vice-Presi. 
CHAS.  H.  LAWRENCE,  Sec'y. 


H.    W.   MAGEE. 


J.    W.   HICKS. 


HIGKS    &    MAGRR, 

Managers  Pacific   Department, 
Claus  Spreokels  (Call)    Building,   San  Francisco. 

t^  Two    NEW   CONTRACTS    Just   Issued.        The    Easiest    on    the    Market   to    Sell. 
SMALL  RA  TES !      BIG  ADVANTA  GES !    Agents  should  not  fail  to  call  and  Investigate- 

The  Security  Trust  and   Life 

INSURANCE    CO. 

I 

Principal  office,  St.  James   BId'g,   New  York. 

ROB'T  E.  PATTISON,   President. 


CONDENSED  STATEMENT  DEC.  31st,    1899. 

ASSPrrS $  1,255,269.03 

LIABILlTIEvS  ....                                       678,776.50 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS 576,492.53 

INSURANCE  IN  FORCE 12,628,318.00 

DECREASE  IN  LOSS  RATIO 12  per  cent 

DECREASE  IN  EXPENSE  RATIO 8  percent 


ROB'T  O.  STEWART,  Mg'r  of  Agencies. 
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Our  Directory  of  Pacific  Coast 

field  Men. 

Attached  Field  Men. 

Aachen  d-  Munich. 

A  W  Thoriiton,  Seattle 
W  A  Boiiyiiifc,  Los  Angeles 
Will  1!  Slreeter,  Portland.  Oregon 
F  W  Hally,  San  Francisco 
Atlas  Assurance. 
E  R  Thompson,  San  Francisco 
W  W  CU'voland,  San  Francisco 
■\V  W  Alverson.  Portland 
C  E  Selilinglieyde.  Los  Angeles 
William  Manning.  Denver,  Col. 
^tna. 

Ed  C  Jlorrisou.  San  Francisco 
Louis  Mel,  San  Francisco 
W  L  Gazzam,  Seattle,  Wash. 

Baggs  c6  Stovel  Agency. 
C  W  Smith,  San  Francisco 

British  America  and  ^yesfern. 
W  L  W  Miller.  Denver,  Colorado 
H  J  Schaeflfer,  Seattle,  Wash. 
R  H  Magill.  Oakland,  California 
W  B  Westlake,  Oakland.  Cal. 
E  L  Reed    Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

Edw.  Broivn  d-  Son,  Gen'l  Ag'ts. 

Wm  H  Hill,  San  Francisco 

Chas  Van  Valkenburg,  Los  Angeles 

H  H  Brown,  San  Francisco 

N  B  Whitley,  Seattle,  Washington 

W  H  Gibbons,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

Butler  ct-  Haldan  Agency. 
B  C  Dick,  San  Francisco 
B  B  Broomell.  Taconia 

Continental. 
D  W  Graves,  San  Francisco 
W  A  Williams,  Portland,   Oregon 
F  H  Pthoads,  Denver.  Colorado 
F  P  Wilson.  Los  Angeles 

Commercial  Union  and  Alliance. 
W  R  Heath.  San  Francisco 
A  T  Von  Etlinger,  Portland,  Or 
W  A  Jackson,  Los  Angeles 
M  H  Merrill,  Salt  Lake  City 

Connecticut. 
Guy  Francis.  San  Francisco 
A  G  Davis.  San  Francisco 
L  P  Stephens.  Los  Angeles 
James  S  Reed.  Portland,  Oregon 
W  S  Ferris,  Salt  Lake 

Chas.  Christensen's  Agency. 
James  C  Cunningham.  Spokane 
Ernest  C  Johnson,  Los  Angeles 
S  B  Morse.  Portland,  Oregon 
Geo  G  Potter,  San  Francisco 

L.  B.  Edwards,  Manager. 
R  De  Lappe.  San  Francisco 
Geo  A  Crux,  Portland,  Oregon 
Chas  A  Gilbert,  Los  Angeles 
E  E  Panabaker.  Sacramento 
J  O  Parrish,  Denver 

Fireman's  Fund. 
R  D  Hunter,  San  Francisco 
Wm  M  Klinger,  San  Francisco 
L  M  Seaton,  Los  Angeles 
J  V  Spears,  Dallas,  Texas 
F  G  White.  Denver,  Colorado 
A  C  Thornton,  Portland,  Oregon 
R  P  Fabj,  Sherlock  BIk.,  Port.,  Or. 
G  H  Mendel],  Jr.,  Salt  Lake 

Eire  Association,  Philadelphia. 
T  C  Shankland.  San  Francisco 
F  M  Avery.  Denver,  Colorado 
F  J  Alex   Mayer,  Portland,   Oregon 
Dan  L  Weaver,  Spokane 
E  J  Louis,  Los  Angeles 

German- American . 
W  F  Chipman.  San  Francisco 
Harry  Benner,  San  Francisco 
H  M  Grant.  Portland.  Oregon 
Chas  R  Thompson.  Seattle,  Wash. 

Hamburg- Bremen. 
Harry  C  Boyd,  San  Francisco 


Hartford. 
J  J  Agard,  San  Francisco 
John  M  Holmes.  San  Francisco 
J  J  Dennis.  Portland 
B  F  Grant,  Salt  Lake  City 
W  O  Morgan,  San  Francisco 

Home  Mutual. 
E  E  Eltel,  San  Francisco 
R  P  Fatij,  Portland,  Oregon 
A  W  Whifmer,  Portland,  Oregon 
F  G  White,  Denver,  Colorado 
Chas  C  Echlln,  San  Francisco 
C  P  Lyndall,  Los  Angeles 

Home,  .yew  York. 
Harry  L  Roff,  San  Francisco 
A  G  Ridling,  San  Francisco 
Junius  Young.  Salt  Lake  City 
A  F  Gartner.  Butte,  Montana 
J  D  Coleman,  Portland,  Oregon 
John  H  Burgard   Portland,  Oregon 
G  C  Holloway.  Los  Angeles 
J  J  Sheahan,  San  Francisco 
Imperial  and  Lion. 
Amos  F.  Sewell,  San  Francisco 
T  T  Frith.  Denver 
W  F  Zwick,  Seattle 
Toll  Thompson,  Portland,  Oregon 
Maj  W  H  Bonsall,  Los  Angeles 
Ins.  Co.  of  North  America. 
J  K  Hamilton,  San  Francisco 
C  O  Scott,  San  Francisco 
A  E  Bailey,  Seattle,  Washington 

Lancashire. 
Walter  M  Speyer,  San  Francisco 
D  W  Pierce,  Los  Angeles 
F  M  Branch,  Portland,  Oregon 

Licerjiool  cfc  London  d-  Globe. 
Edw  G  Sprowl,  Tacoma,  Wash. 
R  G  Brush,  San  Francisco 
John  W  Gunn,  Salem,  Oregon 
Fred  L  Haven,  San  Francisco 
Theo  Summeriand,  Los  Angeles 

London  c6  Lancashire. 
W  B  Hopkins,  San  Francisco 
Burns  Macdonald,  San  Francisco 
Sam  B  Stoy,  Cham.  Com.,  Port.,  Or. 

London  and  Northern. 
Frank  L  Hunter,  San  Francisco 
F  C  H  Robins,  San  Francisco 
J  H  Vint,  San  Francisco 

Magdeburg. 
Leslie  Bates,  San  Francisco 

G.   W.  McNear. 
M  H  Thomson,  Portland 
Arthur  M  Thomson,  San  Francisco 
C  A  Mead,  Los  Angeles 

M il wa  ukee  Mecha7iics . 
C  H  Ward,  San  Francisco 
Gilbert  E  Overton,  Los  Angeles 
National  and  Springfield. 
Leslie  H  Lord    San  Francisco 
J  >r  Waters.  San  Francisco 
John  C  Dornln.  Taconia,  Wash. 
P  E  Gerald    Portland.  Oregon 
Geo  C  Codding,  San  Francisco 
Edward  Sexton,  Denver 
Neic  Zealand. 
H  E  Parkhurst,  San  Francisco 
A  R  D  Patterson,  Portland 
H   E  O'Brien,  Los  Angeles 

Niagara. 
Geo  H  Batchelder,  Denver,  Colo.    • 
Walter  J  Wilson.  San  Francisco 
W  H  Raymond,  Portland,  Oregon 

North  British  and  Mercantile. 
Edward  Niles.  San  Francisco 
W  S  Berdan,  Jr..  San  Francisco 
Chas  B  Hill,  San  Francisco 
John  T  Griffith.  San  Francisco 
Francis  Cutting,  San  Francisco 

North  German. 
J  H  Ankele,  San  Francisco 

Norwich  Union. 
J  L  Fuller,  San  Francisco 
R  H  Delatield,  San  Francisco 
F  C  Staniford,  San  Francisco 
A  W  Glesy,  Salem,  Oregon 


Palatine. 
Thomas  J  Duffy,  San  Francisco 
Henry  T  Fennel,  San  Francisco 
Edward  O  Hughes,  Los  Angeles 
F  J  H  Manning,  Denver,  Colo. 
E  S  Parker.  Sonora,  Cal. 
Henry  C  Rodgers.  Portland.  Oregon 

Pennsylvania  Fire. 
Homer  A  Craig,  San  Francisco 
Chester  Deering,  San  Francisco 
Volney  Howard,  San  Francisco 
S  P  Mesick,  San  Francisco 
J  H  Clinkscales,  Los  Angeles 

Philadelphia  Underwriters 
T  C  Shankland,  San  Francisco 
F  M  Avery,  Denver,  Colorado 
F  J  Alex  Mayer,  Portland,  Oregon 
E  J  Louis,  Los  Angeles 
Dan  L  Weaver,  Spokane,  Wash. 

Phcenix,  Hartford. 
R  Gallegos,  Jr,  San  Francisco 
J  W  Warner,  San  Francisco 
Chas  D  Morgan,  Los  Angeles 
Lucian  W  Knight,  Portland,  Or. 

Prus.sian  National. 
John  A  Prinsen,  San  Francisco 

Edward  E.  Potter,  Manager. 
Sam  B  Dewey,  Los  Angeles 
Charles  A  Layug 

Royal  and  Queen. 
John  T  Fogarty,  San  Francisco 
Wm  Maris,  San  Francisco 
F  M  Gilcrest,  San  Francisco 
J  K  Urmston,  Los  Angeles 
H  R  Burke,  Portland.  Oregon 
J  O  Thomas,  Portland,  Oregon 

Royal  Exchange  Assurance. 
John  J  Clayton,  San  Francisco 
John  T  Beales,  San  Francisco 
R  M  Thompson,  Los  Angeles 
H  C  Ramsay,  Denver 
John  Andrew,  Portland 

Scottish  Union  dt  National. 
T  J  A  TIedemann.  Portland.  Or. 
Fred  R  Stover,  San  Francisco 
Harry  L  Luke.  Salt  Lake  &  Denver 
John  E  Cosgrove,  San  Francisco 

Sun  Insura/ice  Office. 
Thos  H  Williams,  Portland 
W  W  Hoagland,  Portland 

Syz  d  Co. 
H  C  Kirkpatrlck,  San  Francisco 

Thuringia. 
R  B  Friend,  San  Francisco 
C  B  Sloan,  Los  Angeles 
L  F  Lamping,  Seattle,  Washington 

Transatlantic. 
Tom  R  Roberts,  Seattle 
H  AV  Fores,  San  Francisco 

Union  Assurance. 
Harry  H  Smith,  San  Francisco 
Edwin  B  De  Golia,  San  Francisco 
Paul  C  Bates.  Portland 

Westchester. 
H  C  Keller,  San  Francisco 

Unattached  Field  Men. 
A  A  Andre,  San  Francisco    • ' 
F  G  Argall,  San  Francisco 
I)  M  Bokee,  San  Francisco 
William  L  Chalmers,   Portland,  Or. 
W  H  Faust.  Los  Angeles 
E  P  Farnsworth,  San  Francisco 
H  R  Hanna.  Los  Angeles 
R  Lockev,  Helena,  Mont. 
D  W  Mcintosh,  Los  Angeles 
Calvert  Meade,  San  Francisco 
R  H  Naunton,  San  Francisco 
B  D  Smalley,  Seattle,  Washington 
D  A  Spencer,  San  Francisco 
Adolph  Wenzelburger    San  Fran'co 
H  M  Grant.  Portland.  Oregon 
Charles  L  J  Bliss,  Seattle,  Wash 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


■       I  I     I    r^      H       f\|    Ii?sarance  Gonppang 

V_X     V^     JL-/  J — ^  JL    ^  Of  America,  N.  Y. 


Assets, 
Surplus, 

J.  A.  MACDONALD,  President, 


$4,668,341.00 
2,323,975.00 

GEO.  W.  BURCHELL,  Secretary. 


ROLLA  V.  WATTj  Pacific  Coast  Manager 

JOHN   T.   FOG  ARTY,   Superintendent  of  Agencies. 
RO^AL  INSURANCE  BUILDING  corner  Pine  and  Sansome  Streets,  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

SPECIAL  AOKNTS  and  ADJUSTERS  ROYAL  a)id  QUEEN  INSURANCE  COMPANIES. 
FRANK  M.  GILCREST,  Central  California,  H,  R.  BURKE,  Washington  and  Montana. 

WILLIAM  MARIS,  Northern  California,  Nevada  and  Utah.     J.  0.  THOMAS,  Oregon  and  Idaho. 
J.  K.  URMSTON,  Southern  California,  Arizona  and  New  Mexico. 


ASSETS, 

Surplus,  (Net) 
Losses  paid,  over 


.  I  53,281,824  89 

15,196,543  33 

117,000,000  00 


Transacts  Largest   FIRE    Insurance   Busi- 
ness of  any  Company  in  the  World. 


CHARLES   ALCOCK,   MANAGER, 


F.  J.   KINGSLEY,  SUB-MANAGER, 


LIVERPOOL,  England. 


DEPARTMENT  OFFICES: 

Boston.   New  York,   Philadelphia,   Chicago,   Louisville, 

San  Francisco. 

Agencies  in  all  principal  Cities  a?id  Towns. 


Royal 

insurance 
Company. 


ROLLA    V.   WATT3    Pacific  Coast    Manager, 

JOHN   T.    FOGARTY,  Superintendent  of  Agencies. 
ROYAL  INSURANCE  BUILDING  corner  Pine  and  Sansome  Streets,  SAN  FRANCISCO. 
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PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT 


AMERICAN  CENfTRAL 

Insurance  Company  of   St.  Louis 

Eitfablis/ied  1S63 

Assets,  -  -  $  1,941,324.10 

Losses  Paid,  -  -  10,429,444.42 

thrkitory: 

California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Montana,  Idaho,  Utah,  Nevada  and  Arizona 


ST.  PAUL 


F.  &  M.  Insurance  Company  of   St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Established  1865 

Assets,  _  _  _  $  2,450,629.11 

Losses  Paid,  _  _  _  16,586,620.70 

territory: 

California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Montana,  Idaho,  Utah,  Nevada  and  Arizona 


Lloyds  Plate  Glass 

Insurance  Company  of   New  York 

Assets,  -  -  -  -    $  786,016.74 

Losses  Paid,  -  -  -  1,875,^94.33 

8^°  Insures  Plate  Glass  Against  Breakage  Only 


CHAS.  CHRISTENSEN,  Manager 

Special  Agents  : 
_       _  __^,,,   ^,        «        ,        .,  )  JAMES  U.  OUNWINGHA3I,Spoka7ie,  Wash. 

B.  GOODWIN,   Ass't    Manager  j       ernest  u.  Johnson,  los  AngeUs,  cai. 

OFFICE:  220  SanSOme  St.,  S.    F.  ^^^-  O   potter   'San  Francisco. 

\         S.  B.  MORSE,  Portland. 
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CONNBCTICUT 


m 

'  '5/V»^i     Cash  Capital, 


i 


Fire  Insurance  Company  of  flartford 

ESTABLISHED  1850 


Total  Assets, 

Surplus  to  Policyholders, 


.1,000,000  00 
3,869,451  75 
2,068,839  7i 


BENJAMIN  J.  SMITH,  Manager 

411   California  Street,  San   Francisco 


Royal  Exchange  Assurance 


Of  L-onclon,    H;.ngland. 

-ESTABLISHED    BY    ROYAL    CHARTER    1730 


m 


■^ju 


Cash  Capital,  :  : 

Surplus  to  Policyholders, 
Total  Assets,  : 


$  35346,099  45 

9,612,455  96 

24,034,110  35 


B@"  LOSSES  PAID,  OVER  $155,000,000.00  ^sa 


Head  Office  United  States,  100  William  St.,  New  York, 

ROBERT  DICKSON,  General  Manager. 


Pacific  Coast   Department,  501    Montgomery  St.,  San   Francisco, 


FRANK  W.  DICKSON  ) 
EDWARD  HALL  j 


Associate  Managers 


COAST  KEl'IEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


1792 


1900 


INSURANCE  CO  OF  NORTH  AMERICA 


FOUNDED 


CASH  CAPITAL 

$3,000,000.00 


POLICYHOLDERS'    SURPLUS 

$4,696,780.55 


ASSETS  JANUARY  1    WOO. 


$9,230,684.26 


NET  SURPLUS 


$1,696,780.55 


oa 


^C>^p,TAL.  $3,000.0° 


PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

OLDEST    STOCK    FIRE    INSURANCE    COMPANY    IN     THE     UNITED     STATES. 


Losses  Paid  Since  Org-aiiization,  $100,277,157.00 

P-K-ifi,-     n^nnr+mpnt-      California,    Oregon,     Washington,    Montana,     Neiutda.     Idaho, 
h^aclllc     Uepartmeni.  Arizona,    Utah,  Alaska,  British   Columbia  and  Haivaii. 

Office  412  California  St.,  San  Francisco 
SpecialAgents  JAMES     D.      BAILEY,    General   Agent. 


J.  K.  HAMILTON, 
C.  0.  SCOTT, 
A.  E.  BAILEY, 


The  Fidelity  and  Casualty  Company 

OF     NEI'ST     YORIC 

ASSETS,  December  31,   1S99 $3,<i01,l'Jti  4i) 

Snrplus  to   Policyholilers l,OOii,283  HI 

Ynr^ii'i'rkn  /-.^»      FIDELITY.— Bonds  of  suretyship  for  persons  in  positions  of  trust. 

I n Nil  1/^11  LC        CASUALTY.— Accident,    Plato    Glass,    Steam    Boiler,    Employer-s'    and    Klevator 

Auvjuxctxxww.  Liability,   and  Burglary. 

officers: 

George  F.  Seward,  President;  Robert  J.  Hillas,  Treas.  and  Sec'y;  Henry  Crossley,  Asst.  Sec'y 


PACIFIC  COAST  DEPARTMENT 
CA      f^      n*Tii-vT^TA      Ai  1     1  XX  Mutual    Life    Builclincj 

S.  I.  PARDEE,  Manager  and  Attorney      san  Kranoisoo,  California 


Some  counti-y  bankers  appear  to  be 
under  the  impression  that  refunding  un- 
der the  gold  standard  bill  is  compulsory. 
This  is  not  the  case.  The  opportunity 
for  refunding  is  an  option  and  not  an 
obligation.  The  government  will  con- 
tinue to  pay  interest  upon  the  old  pledged 
bonds  until  maturity  and  at  the  old  rates. 
Congress  may  and  probably  will  append 
to  the  refunding  plan  specific  authority 
for  substituting  the  new  bonds  for  the  old 
without  requiring  the  banks  to  surrender 
their  circulation  or  their  deposits. 


Granulated  sugar  has  fallen  from  7.0 

cents  in  1888  to  4.9  at    the    pi-esent    time. 

In  the  Review  of  Reviews  for  April, 
Prof.  J.  W.  Jenks,  who  has  served  the 
United  States  Industrial  Commission  as 
expert  adviser  in  the  trust  investigation, 
sets  forth  the  merits  of  publicity  as  a 
remedy  for  the  evils  of  trusts,  with  spe- 
cial reference  to  the  conclusions  of  the 
Industrial  Commission,  and  to  the  pend- 
ing legislation  in  New  York  known  as  the 
"Business  Companies'  Act." 


^^^^^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  S^S^&^S^^ 

ESTABLISHED     1809. 

North  British  &  Mercantile 

INSURANCE    COMPANY 

OF    LONDON     AND     EDINBURGH. 

COMBINED    ASSETS,        .        .        .        .        ^70J25,675   00 

Authorized    Capital $15,000,000  OO 

Net  Fire  Assets 19,169,812  OO 

Invested  in  America  for  benefit  of  United 

States  Policyholders 4, 380,505  OO 

Yearly    Income  '{Fire  only)    over 7,500,000  OO 

Pacific  Departmentt    212    Pine   Street,  :  :  :  San   Francisco 

TOM    C.    GRANT, 

General  Agent. 


Voss,  Conrad  &  Co., 

GENERAL   AGENTS, 

NEW  YORK,  CHICAGO.  SAN   FRANCISCO, 

43  Cedar  Street,  155  La  Salle  Street.  204-208  Sansome  Street, 


THURINQIA  , 

Insurance  Company 

of  Germany. 

FRANKFORT        „    .      ^   .,,,„,,  ,, 

inarine,  Accident  and  Plate  Glass 

Insurance  Co. 

of  Germany. 

THURINQIA   AMERICAN   ,.     , 

Fire  Insurance  Co. 

of  New  York. 

FRANKFORT   AMERICAN   . 

Insurance  Co. 

of   New  York. 

Fire,  Marine,    Individual  Accident,  Plate  Glass,  Steam  Boiler,   Employer's 
Liability,  and  Elevator  Insurance. 

( e- ) 


i^^iSl^i^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 

Established  J 853.  THE  Capital,  $2,250,000.00 


«! 


THURINQIA  y 


11  nsmirainice 

Assets,  ^11,90^,187.81.  0*  Erfurt,  Germany 

Cash  and  Capital  Reserve,  ^1,892,290,^7. 

Deposited  in  the  United  States  for  the  benefit  of  American 
Policyholders,  $250,000  in  U.  S.  Bonds. 

-^g 

F.  Q.  VOSS,  United  States  Manager,  New  York. 

VOSS,    CONRAD    &    CO.,    Managers 

PACIFIC   DEPARTMENT 

304=208  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


"  "v 


F'RANKF^ORT 


Marine,  Accident,  and   Plate  Glass   Insurance  Company 

Of  Fkankfokt  ox  tue  Main,  Germany. 
Established  1865. 

CAPITAL,        -        -        SL25O3OOO.OO 

ASSETS. 

Bonds,  Mortgages,  and  Real  Estate $1,138,034  43 

Cash  on  hand  and  in  banks, 195,218  19 

Premiums  in  course  of  coiiection, 320,0(58  87 

Guaranteed  Capital, 937,500  00 

LIABILITIES.  "  $2,590,821   49 

Reserve  for  Outstanding  Claims  and  Reinsurance, $507,741  49 

Capital  Paid  Up, 312,500  00 

Ail  other  Liabilities 418.888  43 

Cash  and  Capital  Surplus, 1.351,691   57 

$2,590,821   49 

UNITED  STATES  BRANCH. 

,  Gross  Assets, $736,175.70 

'  Surplus,  including  deposits  in  Massachusetts  for  protection  of  American 

Policyholders,     245,206.84 

The  Whole  Resources  of  the  Company  are  Pledged  on  every  Policy  Contract. 

VOSS,  CONRAD  &  Co.,  Hanagers, 

204=208   Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 

(23) 
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PACIFIC    DEPARTMENT. 
CSAH  ASSETS  '^^^^S^      ^    NET  SURPLUS 


$8,228,953.94 


•f 


German 


3,946,576.79 


^ 


American 


OF    JV£\F    YOKK 


German  Alliance  Insurance  Ass'n 


CASH  ASSETS 
$9,177,235.37 


OF    l^FTW    YORK 


^^*  t^^  «^^ 


NET  SURPLUS 
$4,229,205.56 


Boston  Insurance  Company 

CAPITAL  ASSETS  NET  SUPLUS 

$1,000,000.00  $3,044,456.96  $1,290,148.43 

GEORGE  H.  TYSON,  General  Agent. 

435  California  3treet,  San  Francisco. 

MARINE  DEP'T     r.  j.  TYSON,  Manager 


Carl  Haeuser,  the  German  humorist 
of  New  York,  says  that  he  met  a  friend 
one  day  who  looked  very  prosperous, 
although  a  few  months  before  he  had 
been  quite  shabby. 

"You  are  doing  well  now?"  asked 
Haeuser. 

•'Making  money."  was  the  response, 
"selling  the  only  genuine  indelible  ink  in 
the  market." 

"How's  your  brother?" 

"Doing  finely  with  an  ink  eradicator 
which  takes  out  my  ink  instantaneously." 

While  the  war  revenue  act  of  June 
13,  1898,  imposed  a  special  tax  on  numer- 
ous articles,  those  coming  under  the  gen- 


eral head  of  "documentary,"  "proprie- 
tary" and  "imprints"  have  contributed 
in  greater  part  to  the  government's  rev- 
enue. The  special  war  stamps  sold  in  1899 
and  1898.  both  years  ending  November 
30th,  were  as  follows: 

Stamps  iSgg  *i898 

Doeumentary  .   .       .  $807,230  68       $383,520  97 
Proprietary    .   .   .        128,529  55  68.S96  44 

Imprints 41.S70  M 

Adhesive 9,189  18 

Mixed  Flour  ....  18  00  16  00 

Totals 1935.778  23         $506.42937 

*Six  months,  with  the  exception  of  adhesive 
stamps,  which  iirst  appeared  in  the  li.st  during 
June. 

No  collections  were  mentioned  in  1899 
under  the  head  of  "imprints"  and  "adhe- 
sive. '' 
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FIRE 


MARINE 


COMMERCIAL   UNION 

ASSURANCE  COMPANY,  Limited.      , 


OF  LONDON,  England. 


Pacific  Coast  Branch,  Alliance  Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 


Subscribed  Capital,  -  -  ^12,500,000  \  Total  Liabilities, incl.re-insur.  ^17,409,790 
Paid  up  Capital,  -  -  -  1,250,000  \  Cash  Surplusto  Policyholders,  7,224,485 
Total  Cash  Assets,  Gold,  -  24,634,275  \  Total  Amount  of  Claims  paid,  95,536,726 
Assets  in  the  United  States  held  by  Trustees,         -       $3,808,155.83 

All  Losses   on  the   Pacific    Coast  Promptly  Paia  through  the  Branch  Office  at 
Alliance  Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

C.  F.  MULLINS,  Manager. 

E.  T.  NIBBLING,  Assistant  Manager. 


ALLIANCE 


Ass  oral  nee 
Company 


OF    LONDON.    ENGLAND 

Pacific  Coast  Branch,  Alliance  Building.  416-418  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 


Statement  of  1st  January,  1899. 

Subscribed  Capital $25,000,000.00 

Cash  Capital  Paid  up     .    .    .      2,750,000.00 


United  States  Investments. 

Real  Estate  in    San  B"'rancisco 

and  Portland $163,170.00 

United  States  Bonds  in  Oregon 

and  N.  Y 268.200.00 


I    N.  Y.  City  Bonds 329,250.00 

Invested  and  Cash  Assets    .    23,953,286.00   |    Deposited  in  Banks 45,052.00 

ii    Miscellaneous  Assets 45.124.00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders  .    .      5,482,099.00   J  Total $850,796.00 


All  Losses  on  the  Pacific   Coast  Promptly  Paid  through  the  Branch  Office  at 
Alliance  Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

C.  F.  MULLIN5,  Manager. 

E.  T.  NIBBLING,  Assistant  Manager. 

C20) 
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STATEMENT  SHOWING    THE   STANDING    OF    THE 


MANCHESTER 

Assurance  Company,  Of  Mam-hester. 

(  Organized  1824  ) 

Capital $10,000,000  00    |    Cash  Assets $4,837,345  00 

Capital,  paid  up J, 000,000  00    1   Surplus  to  Policyholders  ....    2,464,080  00 


STATEMENT  SHOWING    THE  STANDING    OF    THE 

CALEDONIAN 

Insurance  Company,  Of  Edinhurtjh. 

The  Oldest  Scottish  Fire  Office. 

(Organized   1805  ) 

Capital $5,000,000  00    I   Assets,  over $10,000,000  00 

Capital,  paid  up 537,500  00   I  Surplus  to  PoUcyhoIders  ....       J, 879,5 JO  00 


STATEMENT   SHOWING    THE    STANDING    OF    THE 


AMERICAN 


Insurance  Company,  Of  Newark,  N.  J. 

Capital,  Paid  up $600,000  00  |  Cash  Assets $3,009,951  52 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $2,416,8?2  46 


STATEMENT   SHOWING    THE    STANDING    OF    THE 


AMERICAN  FIRE 

Insurance  Company,   Of  New  YorTc. 

Capital $400,000  00   I   Cash  Assets $1,245,?58  n 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $768,728  39 


Pacific  Department,  323  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

EDWARDS  &  CONROY,  Managers. 

GEO.   W.   BROOKS,  Ass't  Manager. 
BALFOUR,  GUTHRIE  &  CO.,  PACIFIC  COAST  DIRECTORS. 

SPECIAL.    AGENTS: 
R.  De  LAPPE,  5.  Z'.  ,•    0,^0.  X.CBJiX,  Portland:  CHAS.  R.  GILBERT,  Los  Angeles;  J.  0.  PARRISH,  Denver 


^^•=^:=^:=^  COAST  REVIEW  ADl'ERTISTNG  DEPARTMEXT  ^^SS^^^ 


•^•^•^•(C^-^-^ 


AACHEN  &  MUNICH 


Fire  Insurance  Connpany 


Of  Aix  La  Chapelle,  Germany 


Established  IS-jr, 


CAPITAL $2,250,000.00 

TOTAL  ASSETS 7,223,243.00 

SURPLUS  TO   POLICYHOLDERS 3,865,895.00 

Pacific  Coast  Department 

423  California  Street,  -  -  San  Francisco 

CESAR  BERTHEAU,  Manager 


HANOVER  ^  ^  ^ 


pire  Insurance  Company 


OF"    NEW    YORK 


tiUaANIZEn    lS!i2- 


«• 


CASH  CAPITAL, 

Assets, 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,  over 


$1,000,000.00 

$3,076,292.00 
1,700,000.00 


«. 


CESAR  BERTHEAU,  Manager 


423  California  Street,  San  Francisco 


«S^i^^^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^S^^^S 


O^HR 


eOAST  KEVIEW 


FIRE  msuRA/seE 


CHART 


For  1900 


WILL  CONTAIN  MORE  THAN  THE  USUAL 
VARIETY  OF  CONTENTS. 

The  Coast  Review  Fire  Insurance  Chart  is  one  of  the  oldest 
annual  publications  of  the  kind.  It  contains  statistics  not  found 
eleswhere. 

The  edition  for  1900  is  now  under  way,  and  will  be  issued 
earlier  than  usual,  the  special  statistics  which  it  contains  being 
nearly  all  in  hand. 

AMONG  THE  CONTENTS: 

Review  of  Coast  Business. 

Five  Years  Company  Figures. 

Population  of  Coast  Territory. 

Laws  of  Coast  Territory. 

Coast  Business  by  Agencies. 

Coast  Business  by  States. 

Marine  and  Life  Summaries. 
Mutual  Fire  Statistics. 


The   Coast   ReVievO 


Fire  Proof  Wood.— The  process  of 
fireprooting'  wood  very  much  resembles 
embalming.  The  wood  is  first  relieved  of 
its  saps  and  juices,  which  are  really  its 
blood,  and  a  preservation  fluid  is  injected 
to  take  their  place.  The  planks  to  be 
fireproofed  are  put  into  a  sort  of  boiler 
or  dig-ester.  This  is  closed,  and  steam  at 
a  low  pressure  is  run  into  the  dig-ester 
and  the  wood  parboiled  for  from  one  to 
fifty  houi's.  This  is  to  soften  or  loosen 
the  dry  saps  or  juices  in  the  fibre.  After 
the  steaming  process  a  powerful  vacuum 
pump  draws  the  saps  and  juices  from  the 
wood,  leaving  a  finely  divided  cellular 
structure.  Next  the  fireproofing  solution 
is  pumped  into  the  chamber,  the  absorp- 
tion and  saturation  being  assisted  by  the 
partial  vacuum.  A  pressure  of  from 
80  to  2C0  pounds  a  square  inch  is  next 
applied  and  maintained  until  the  absorp- 
tion is  complete.  After  draining  off  the 
excess  solution  the  wood  is  withdrawn 
and  thoroughly  dried  in  a  kiln,  with  the 
result  that  the  interior  cellular  wood 
structure  is  left  filled  with  minute  crystals 
of  fireproofing  salts. 

Electrical  Engixeering  In  Eng- 
land.— A.  A.  Campbell-Swinton.  writing 
on  "Electrical  Engineering  and  the  Munic- 
ipalities. "  gives  some  reasons  why  Eng- 
land is  so  far  behind  in  the  utilization  of 
electrical  inventions.  This  is  not  due  to 
any  want  of  interest  in  the  subject,  for  no 
country  has  produced  more  distinguished 
inventors  in  the  domain  of  electricity.  It 
is  the  consequence  of  legislation,  for 
which  both  the  British  parties  are  respon- 
sible. Mr.  Chamberlain's  electric  light- 
ing act  of  1882  for  six  years  quenched  all 
electrical  enterprise,  for  under  it  the 
mimicipalities  could  buy  out  the  private 
investor  who  bore  all  the  risk  of  a  new 
invention  on  terms  which  left  him  no 
margin  of  profit.  Electric  tramways  have 
been  similarly  hampered  by  legislation, 
with  the  result  that  while  America  has 
now  some  20.000  miles,  there  are  only  a 
few  hundreds  in  England.  The  con- 
sequence of  this  is  that  now  when  the  use 
of  electricity  for  locomotion  is  increasing, 
nine-tenths  of  the  plant  must  be  imported 


from  the  United  States.  The  whole  of 
the  electrical  plant  for  the  Central  Lon- 
don Railway  comes  from  America,  and 
American  manufacturers  are  now  about 
to  establish  works  in  England  to  supply 
the  new  demand.  All  this  is  due  to  the 
opposition  of  the  municipalities,  which, 
being  unable  to  undertake  such  enter- 
prises, were  jealous  of  private  enterprise 
doing  so. 

At  an  Underwriters"  Banquet. — 
At  a  recent  dinner  given  by  a  prominent 
man  who  is  unusually  young  for  the  prom- 
inence he  has  won  in  his  chosen  field 
rose  to  respond  for  the  first  time  in  this 
city  to  a  toast.  His  beardless  face  was 
flushed  and  his  manner  embarrassed.  In 
hesitating  tones  he  began:  "Gentlemen: 
Before  I  entered  this  room  I  had  an 
excellent  speech  prepared.  Only  God  and 
myself  knew  what  I  was  going  to  say. 
Now  God  alone  knows." "  And  he  sat 
down 

Here  is  another  gem  of  antiquity  from 
"Tales  a  Thousand  Years  Old,'*  which 
the  younger  brethren  are  re-publishing  in 
the  belief  that  it  is  something  new  under 
the  sun: 

"An  old  man  went  into  a  life  insurance 
office  and  asked  to  be  insured.  The  com- 
pany asked  his  age.  His  reply  was, 
'Ninety-four.'  '"Why,  my  good  man,  we 
cannot  insui-e  you,"  said  the  company. 
•Why  not'?'  he  demanded.  "Why.  you 
are  ninety-four  years  of  age."  'What  of 
that"?'  the  old  man  cried.  "Look  at  stat- 
istics, and  they  will  tell  you  that  fewer 
men  die  at  ninety-four  than  at  any  other 
age."" 

The  proposed  new  2  per  cent,  gov- 
ernment bonds  are  104  bid  "  when  and  as 
issued."  They  will  probably  bt?  absorbed 
by  national  banks. 

The  pulp  and  paper  factories  are  cred- 
ited with  consuming  in  1899.  spruce  tim- 
ber from  the  state  of  Maine  to  the  extent 
of  600,000.000  feet. 

Kerosene  (export  price)  fell  from  25. 7 
cents  per  gallon  in  1871  to  10.2  in  1881. 
7.0  in  1891,  and  4.2  in  18»4.  Thei-e  has 
been  a  small  advance  since. 


COAST  RE\'IE\r  ADl'ERTISING  DEPARTMEXT 


New  England  Mutual*^ 


LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


Post  OfBce  Square 

BOSTON,    MASS. 

BENJ.  F.  STEVENS President.     S.  F.  TRULL Secretary. 

ALFRED  D.  FOSTER Vice-President.    WM.  B.  TURNER As.st.  Secretary. 

D.  F.  APPEL,  Superintendent  of  Agencies. 

ASSETS,  January  1,  1900 $29,344,428.03 

LIABILITIES 26,838,656.66 

SURPLUS $2,705,77L97 


The  Contract  is  short,  clear  and  concise,  free  from  all  technical  conditions,  and  without  restrictions 
regarding  residence,  travel,  occupation,  or  suicide,  after  two  years. 

Guaranteed  Values  are  endorsed  on  the  Policy,  and  their  payment  to  the  Insured  is  guaranteed  by 
the  laws  of  Massachusetts. 

Annual  Distribution  of  Surplus  is  declared  by  the  Company,  which  may,  at  the  option  of  the  Insured, 
be  applied  either  to  the  payment  of  the  annual  premiums,  thereby  ruiming  the  cost  of  insurance,  or  to  the 
purchase  of  participating  paid-up  additions,  for  which  certificates  will  be  issued,  thereby  !n«Y«si7((/ the 
amount  of  insurance  and  future  shares  of  surplus. 

Death  Claims  are  Paid  Immediately  upon  receipt  of  satisfactory  Proof  of  Death,  and  the  amount 
payable  under  the  Policy  will  be  increased  by  the  face  value  of  all  outstanding  additions. 

Pamphlets,  and  rates  for  any  age,  sent  on  application  to  the  Company's  Office,  or  to 

HENRY  K.  FIELD,  General  Agent, 

MILLS  BUILDING,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  GAL. 


^^pr->.      FIRE!  MARINE! 

|£)  NEW  ZEALAND 

^^||^^B^^  leserance  Company 

^"^^^■■sg^^*^  Of  Auckland,  N.  Z. 

UNLIMITED  LIABILITY  OF  SHAREHOLDERS. 

Subscribed  Capital, $5,000,000  00 

Paid-up  Capital, 1,000.000  00 

Assets, 2,507,002  00 

Assets  in  United  States, 300,000  00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,      .        .        .        .    $1,527,825  00 

B@"  Has  been  underwriting  on  the  Pacific  Coast  over  24 years. 

United  States  Branch  Office  in  Company's  Building, 
312  California  Street^       :      San  Francisco, 
W.  P.  THOMAS,  Manager. 


i^  t:^  i^  ir^  ;=^  iS 


COAST  REl'IF.W  ADl'ERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


&' Ss' S^' S' C^  C=' 


A    LEADING    AMERICAN    COMPANY 


1900 


1      1      1 


.IAS.  NICHOLS,  President 

B.  R.  STILLMAN.  V.-P.  and  Sec. 


NATIONAb^ 


Fire  Insurance  Company 

Of  HARTKORD 


Capital f       -       -       One  Million  Dollars 

ASSETS,  $4,551,283.55 


Comparative  Progress   ,^^^ -— -      -—       --- 


Twentu  Years iss*  i'Ooo.oc« 

1894 1,000,000 


1,770,303 
3,597,531 


546,524 
2,430.925 


PA  CIFIC  DEPA  R  TMENT  : 

40y  California  Street,  San  Francisco 


GEO.  D.  DORNIN, 

Manager 


GEO.  W.  DORNIN, 


Ass't  Manager 


SPRINGFIELD^ 


FIRE  and 
MARINE 


Insurance  Company 


Organized  1849 


Of  Springfield,  Mass. 


ASSETS, 


4,774,658.39 


Paci£c  Department,    409  California  Street 


Geo.  D.  Dornin,  Geo.  W.  Dornin, 

Manager  Ass't  Manager 


i^  i^  iS  i^  i:^  iS 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


r^^'^^^- 


LA/NCASHIRE 


^  Insurance  Company 

^ OF   MANCHESTER,  England 

GRPITRL,  -  ai5,000,000.00 

Assets  Invested  in  the  United  States:  $2,390,390.00 


MANN  &  WILSON 


Managers  Pacific  Department 

N.  E.  Cor.  California  and  Sansome  Sts.,  San  Francisco 


W    W 


PHENIX 


■^ 


Insurance  Company, 

of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


ASSETS,  $5,822,876.17 


CASH  CAPITAL,    Sl,000.000 

LOSSES  PAID,  OVER     $60,000,000.00 


EUGENE  HARBECK,  General  Agent  Western  Department, 
205  La  Salle  Street,   Chicago,  III. 

H.     McD.     SPENCER,     state  agent     for   California,  Oregor^ 
Office  415  Montgomery  St.,  San  Francisco.  Washington,  and  British  Columbia. 

GEORGE  J.  WELLINGTON.  Manager  Metropolitan  District. 


The  average  chai'ge  for  sending  a  ton 
of  freight  one  mile  on  thirteen  of  the 
most  important  railroads  in  the  United 
States  during  I860  was  3.08  cents:  in  1870. 
1.80  cents:  in  187;").  1..36  cents:  in  1880.  1.01 
cents:  in  1885,  0.83  cent;  in  1890,  0.77 
cent:  in  1893.  0.76  cent:  in  1894,  0.746 
cent,  and  in  1895,  0.720  cent.  Since  1895 
the  figui'es  have   not    varied    so  largely, 


but    have   shown    a     constant     tendency 
downward. 

UXDEK  the  conditions  created  by  the 
new  financial  bill  there  will  be  compara- 
tive!}' little  of  a  bank's  monej-  tied  up  on 
account  of  its  circulation.  A  bank  that 
issues  notes  up  to  par  on  "2  per  cent, 
bonds  at  106  has  only  $6  tied  up. 


m 


COAST  KEf/Eir  AjyrERTlSlXG  DEPAKTMEXT  S^^&-^^^ 


ATLAS 


Assurance  Company 


London,  England. 


Assets,  over 


$10,000,000.00 


PACIFIC     COAST     BRANCH: 

Nos.   309-311    Sansome    Street  San   Kranoisoo. 


BOARD    OF    DIRECTORS:  FRANK  J.   DEVLIN,  Manager 

GJLBERT   PALACHE,  ] 

HENRY   F.   ALLEN.  ) 

GEORGE    A.    NEWHALL.  > 


T.  H.  PALACHE,  Ass't  Manager 


HENRY  F.  ALLEN,  Agent,  202  California  Street,  S.  F. 

WM   MANNING,  E.  li.  THOMPSON,         W.  VV.  ILVERSON,  W.  \V.  CLEVELAND,         C.  E   SCHLINGHEYDE 


c 


UNION 


Casualty  aimd 


■  Of  St.    Lonis. 


^    Cash  Capital,  $250,000,     Losses  paid,  oVer  $2,500,000   ^ 

^eeidei)t,  J^ealtl^,  ai^d  plate  (Jlass 

lusiiraiioe. 

most  Liberal  Jlccidcnt  Policies, 

l^ealtb  Policies  Covering  i^  Diseases. 

Ijowcst  Rates  on    PLATE  (ifjASS  Iiisuraticr. 

Ve  Want  GOOD  AGE\TS  Throuohout  the  Pacific  Coaxt. 


W.  LOfllZft  &  CO.,  Genera!  ftgents, 


216  Sansome  St.,  San  Francisco. 


A  p  J  'EJ?  rrsrxG  r^  epar  t.ue. 


Norwich  Clnion  L"^""^ 


v^ 


i<j 


im 


j^'. 


HRE   INSURANCE   SOCIETY 


AS$ET5 


^6.562.578.00 


L05^E5  Paid    55,000.000.00 


^ 


Pacific   Department 


W.    H.    LOWDEN  Manager. 


314  CAUFORMA  5TPEET 


J.  L.  FULLER.  .Jtssistant  Manager 

jan   Francisco,  Cal. 


i,ii\1Pa\1.... 


Sm€h  m  Ctfrntpmrntf  i»  , 


THE 


FIDELITY 

^  .MITLAL 
LIFE  INSURANCE  CO. 

L  6.  FSOSE.  niESiaENT 
Write  fmr  Afgimgi  Terms  miut  ferritatr^  t» 

M£X.  m€Mm0S»fT,  rise  FnaUent 

P.  O.  eSfrnmer  rS3S.  PUffmOeti^tm 


:11s  I.  2  and 3,  FiMb  Rmt 

HOIS  ImWm.  Soa  Francises 


A  corioos  featcre  of  the  increase  Ib 
the  exports  of  copper  ingots  and  min- 
eral (ril  is  the  fact  that  quantities 
hardlj  increased  at  aU  in  the  face 
of  g:reatlj  increased  raloes.  The  ex- 
ports of  ingots  for  the  seren  months  end- 
ing with  Jannarjr.  ISSO.  were  168. 10^^  I(dS 
pounds,  and  for  the  past  seren  imontlis 
I6St.361l.-l0S  pounds.  The  increase  in  the 
case  of  refined  tnl  was  onlj  from  474.  OKx- 
^)  gallons  to  5Q2.T8iL0S«  gallons. 


Ix  189§  Ehe  export  of  textile  machinery 
from  the  United  Kingdom  amounted  to 
£«>.6f8i.00(ll.  the  hulk  of  which  went  to  Ger- 
many. Rdsaaand  India.  TMs  beg  bosi- 
ness  in  textile  macbinery  has  a  boomer- 
ang feature  hidden  fn  tbe  fact,  that  in  the 
countries  importing  it.  labor  is  much 
cheapo  than  in  England,  and  more  facil- 
ities are  giTen  by  the  government  and 
the  raflway  companies  for  the  protection 
and  distribution  of  £Oods. 


iS^^i^^'^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPAR7^MENT  ^^S^^S^S 

HOME 

Insurance  Company  of  New  York 

PRINCIPAL   OFFICIO 

\\9   BROADWAY,   N.  Y. 

Ninety-third  Semi-Annual  Statement 
January,   1900. 

Cash  Capital ^3,000,000  00 

Reserve  Premium  Fund 4,^81,073  00 

Reserve  for  Unpaid  Losses  and  Other  Claims 795,^86  S4 

Net  Surplus 4,6M,936  41 

^12,808,39^  9S 

Surplus  as  regards  Policyholders.... $7,63 1,936  41 

DANIEL  A.   HEALD,  President. 

JOHN  H.  V7ASHBURN,  \  ,.._  t3_.;,i^„.,     THOMAS  B.  GREENE      |  ^ 
ELBRIDGE  G.  SNOW,      f  v  ice-rrehiaents.    aREUNAH  M.  BURTIS,  f  Secretaries. 

HENRY  J.   FERRIS,     )    .  Secretaries   \  WILLIAM  H.   CHENEY, 

E.  H.  A.  CORREA,       (   ^^"^^  ^ecietaries,  -j  preDERIC  C.  BUS  WELL. 

H.  L.  ROFF,  General  Agent,  .         .        California  and  Nevada, 

A.  G.  RIDLING  and  J.  J.  vSHEAHAN,  Special  Agents, 
2IO  Sansome  Street,        -        San  Francisco. 
J.   1).  COIvEMAN,  General  Agent,     .     Department  Pacific  Northwest. 
JNO.  H.  BURGARD,  vSpecial  Agent, 

250  Stark  Street,         .  .  Portland,  Oregon. 

A.  F.  GARTNER,  Special  Agent  (Lewiston  Block),  Butte,  Montana 

G.  C.  HOLLOWAY,  Special  Agent,       ,       .       Los  Angeles,  California. 
JUNIUS  YOUNG,  Special  Agent,  .       .         Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

HUGH  CRAIG,  Metropolitan  Manager,  ]  210  Sansome  Street, 
GEO.  M.  MITCHEEE,  City  Agent.         j  San  Francisco. 

Losses  Paid  since    Organization  over  $72^000,000 

FIRE,   LIGHTNING  AND  TORNADO  INSURANCE. 
Agencies  in  all  Principal  Cities  and  Towns  in  the  United  States. 


THE  HOME  has  a  well  organized,  competent  and  experienced  force  of  General 
and  Special  Agents  i-osident  in  the  Pacific  Coast  States,  ensuring  prompt  response  to 
the  needs  and  I'oquiroraents  of  its  Agents  and  the  insuring  public,  and  immediate 
attention  to  the  adjustment  and  payment  of  losses. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADIERTISINC  DEPARTMENT 


The  Only  Pacific  Coast  Life  and  Accident  Connpany.       *       *       * 


Security 
Liberal   Terms 
Profitable    fjeturns 


GEO.  A.  MOORE,  President 

J.  N.  PATTON,  Secretary 

SAMUEL  M.  MARKS,  Ass't  SecretarT 


Home  Office  Buildins 


THE  PACIFIC  MaTGAL 

Life  l/NsaRAiNCE  Compamcj 


^\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\V\\\\\\\\\\\\\\S\\S\\\S\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\NV\\\\\\\\V\NS\\N\\\\\\\\\\\N\\S\\^ 


Best  and  Safest  Legal  Organization 
for  Policyholders. 


*      *      *     * 


Organized  1868        *        *       *       * 
Claims  Paid,  over  $10,000,000 


LIFE  POLICIES==Combining  protection  with  Investment 

ENDOWMENT  BONDS==Producing  Specified  Returns 

ANNUITIES 

ACCIDENT  POLICIES-==Superior  in  benefits  and  conditions 


KILGARIF  3c  BEAVER,    General  Agents  Life  DepL   for  California 
F.   W.  VOOGT,    Pacific  Coast  General  Agent  Accident  Department 


PACIFIC     MUTUAL     BUILDING, 
N.  E.  Cor.   Montgomery  and  Sacramento  Streets  -  San   Francisco 


i3:3^iS^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^S^ 

THE  MERCHANTS' 


(  FIRE  ) 


INSURANCE    COMPANY,   of    Newark,  N.  J. 
Organized  1858. 


Capital ■  ■  A  400,000  00 

Assets 1,^98,41^  00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders  .  .  .  ■ 6y4,ggo  oo 


GIRARD 


(  F'R^  )  FIRE    AND    MARINE    INSURANCE    CO.   of   Phila. 

Organized  1853. 

Capital    ..." $    ^00,000  00 

Assets  . 2,ogy,8^9  oo 

Surplus  to  Policyholders pg2,i ^^  oo 

UNITED  STATES 

^  f^"^^  )  FIRE  INSURANCE  CO.   of   New  York. 

Organized  1824. 

Capital , ^  2^0,000  00 

Assets     6g6,6g6  oo 

Surplus  to  Policyholders 410,080  00 

Marine  Insurance  Co.  lj 

OF    LONDON.  Eng. 
(  MARINE    I 

Organized  1836. 

Capital  (  ^^,000,000.00  )  Paid-up ^      goo.ooo  oo 

Assets 6,p4,86^  oi 

Surplus  to  Policyholders ^,11^,^61  62 

PACIFIC    DEPARTMEIfT : 

M.    E.  Cor.   California  and  Sansome  Streets,    San    Francisco. 

G.  W.  McNEAR,  WILLARD  O.  WAYMAN, 

General  aqent.  manager. 

Territory  Covered  : 

Cai^ikokma,    Okecjon,   WAsnixoTON,    Alaska,    British    Columbia,    Ihaho,    Utau,    Montana 

Arizona,    Hawaiian    Islands. 


COAST  KEl'IEW  ADl-ERTISIXG  DEPARTMENT 


^  &' Q:' ^  &  0=^ 


EDWARD    A.  TEMPLE,   President 


A.  C.  STILSON,  Secretary 


BeinRGr^  L/ifo  Association 

DEIS     MOINEIS,     IOWA. 

Organized  July  i,   1S79 

TWENTY-FIRST    ANNUAL    STATEMENT 

For  the  year  1899.     Published  Jan.  2,  1900. 


Total  Assets $       3,831,141.31 

In  State  Insurance  Department  .   .   .         2,695.667.42 

Insurance  in  Force      129,366.000.00 

Insurance  in  Force  in  California  .   .        4,342,000.00 
Tota  Paid  Beneficiaries  to  date  .  .  .        4,539,582.07 


Expense  of  Management  per  $1,000  Ins.,  1899  .   1.81 

Death  Rate  of  1899 6.62 

Death  Losses  Proven  and  Unpaid None 

Bonds  and  Mortgages  Due  and  Unpaid None 

Designated  Depository  Banl<s 4,007 


EDWARD  F.   DELQER,  State  Agent. 

Room  313  Claus  Spreekels  Building,  S.  F- 


^^"Only  Companies  in  California  hauing  a  Special  Deposit  for  the  Protection  of  California  Policyholders. 


KIREl! 


WBSTBHN  MARINE! 


ASSURANCE   COMPANY 


President 


Of  Toronto 

HON.  Geo.  a.  Cox, 

Assets  in  United  States 

Income  in  United  States  in  1899  . 

WESTERN    DEPARTMENT, 


Incorporated    1851 

J.  J.  KENNY,      -      -     Vice-President 


$1,854,554.94        Surplus  in  United  States $     663,087.97 

1,7(12,388.97        Losses  paid  in  U.  S.  1874  to  1899  inclusive  18,683,418.51 

DENVER,    Colorado. 


BHITISH  AMERICA 

ASSURANCE     COMPANY 

Of  Toronto  Incorporated  1833 

HON.  Geo.  a.  Cox,    -    President     1      J.  J.  KENNY,    -      -    Vice-President 

Assets  in  United  States $1^315,253.29        Income  in  United  States  in  1899  .   .    .   .$1,148,276.6 

Surplus  in  United  States  for  1899 $484,872.89 

WESTERN     DEPARTMENT,  -  -  DENVER,     Colorado. 


In  our  Asiatic  trade  Japan  now  leads 
with  $26,716,493  of  imports  into  the 
United  States  in  1899,  and  $17,264,688  of 
exports.  In  the  same  year  we  bought  of 
China  to  the  value  of  $18,619,208  and  sold 
to  her  $14,493,440.  Of  Hong  Kong  we 
bought  $2,479,274  and  sold  to  that  city 
$7,732,525. 


The  outlook  is  becoming  more  favor- 
able for  export  business  in  pig  iron.  For- 
eign buyers  are  now  in  New  Yoi-k  nego- 
tiating for  large  lots.  The  foreign  demand 
covers  Bessemer,  basal  and  foundry 
grades.  The  shortage  of  iron  in  Europe 
'offers  an  opportunity  for  the  disposal  of  a 
surplus  here. 


^^^^^'^  COAST  REI'IEIV  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^&^^^ 

TRANS  A  TL  ANTIC 

Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Hamburg,  Germany. 

ASSETS, '. $2,913,441  cx) 

LIABILITIES, 1,078,440  00 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS, $1,835,001  00 

CASH  ASSETS  IN  U.  S 830,928  00 

V.  CARUS  DRIFFIELD.  Manager,  H.  DANKER,  Ass't  Manager. 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT: 
213     SANSOME     STREET.         -  -  SAN     FRANCISCO. 

I  IN  LINE  WITH  THE  TIMES ....  I 

<|(\  No  opportunity  is  overlooked  for  the  improvement  of  vjj 

%  UNION  MUTUAL  POLICIES.    They  are  kept  «> 

f  Thoroiuiglhily  Modern  m  PrivMeges  $ 

I  Oenuiiroefly  Protective  m  Results  vj? 

<IS  EXTENDED  INSURANCE  WITHOUT  DEDUCTIONS.  jj? 

<R  INCONtESTABILITY  WITHOUT   RESTRICTIONS.  * 

<ft  BOTH  POLICYHOLDERS  AND  AGENTS  FAIRLY  TREATED  ALWAYS.  w 

I  Union  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  voZA^:^Z^  | 

fi^  Good  Territory  Ready  for  FRED  E.  RICHARDS,  President  \l> 

*  Good  Ageats  ARTHUR  L.  BATES,  Vice  President  * 

%    Exclusive  Territory  may  be  I   M/m     f.     I  FflVlTT     GPHRPal   flnRPt   '  ^''''  C"''^"'"'"  ^^fT"'    f 
flV  liad  upon  application  to  \     "'"•  ^»   LtJl  V  I  1   1  ,   VJOlltil  dl   niJOlIb    ,  San  Francisco,  Cal.         ^ 


AMERICAN  MERCANTILE 

Insurance  Company >►  Fire  and  '(}/\arme  Ins.  Co. 

OF  BOSTON,  Mass.  of  Boston,  Mass. 

Organized  1818.  Organized  1825. 

Capital $300,000.00      Capital $400,000.00 

Assets 636,743.53       Assets ...     649,398.82 

Surplus  to  Policyholders    .     444,077.48      Surplus  to  Policyholders.  .     452,077.59 

BAGGS  &.  STOVEL,  General  Agents 

411  California   Street,  San  Francisco 


^'§'§'=§'§'^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMEXT  ^^&^^^ 

[Jnion.  Assurance  Society 

OF  LOXDOX 

Established  A.  D.  lTl-1 

Subscribed  Capital  .    .  $2,250,000.00  Gross  Assets $16,822,675.00 

.Surplus  to   Policyholders $4,000,000.00 

Law  Union  &  Qfown  Insurance  Qq. 

OF  LONDON 

Established  A.  D.  1^54 

Subscribed  Capital  .    .  $7,500,000.00  Gross  Assets $21,751,010.00 

Surplus  to    Policyholders  .    .  $2,800,000.00 

CATTON,  BELL  &  CO.,  General  Agents, 

-S06-^iO    California    Street,  San  Francisco 

INSURANCE  IN  FORCE— $75,000,000.00  ASSETS— $23,700,000.00 

The 


^GERMANIA^ 


LDFE  Insyrance  Company  of  n 


ew  York 


Persons  desiring  INSURANCE  ON  THEIR  LIVES  unll  best  serve  their  (iwn  interests  by  calling  in 
person  on  the  managers  of  the  above  Reliable  Old  Company,  or  by  addressing  them 

by  letter,  giving  age. 

yW  Good  Contract  and  Territory  for  Resident  Agents. 


Rooms  19,  20,  21,  22,  24 

4lh  floor,  Mills  Bldg.,  San  Francisco 


W.  A.  JACOBS  <&.  SON, 

MANAGERS. 


San  Francisco  Not  an  Infected  case  must  of  necessity  be  of  a  sporadic 
Port.  — Much  unnecessary  excitement  character  as  the  man  had  not  been  out  of 
has  been  produced  and  a  great  deal  of  town  for  years.  Up  to  the  pi'esent  writ- 
harm  done  to  the  city  of  San  Francisco.  ing  no  further  case  has  developed  in 
by  the  unwarranted  action  of  the  Board  Chinatown  of  San  Francisco,  or  in  any 
of  Health,  as  regards  a  suspected  case  of  other  city  in  California.  We  wish  to  in- 
Bubonic  plague.  Nothing  in  the  history  form  the  medical  world  that  San  Fi-an- 
of  the  case,  and  but  very  little  in  the  ciscoisnot  an  infected  port,  that  there  is  not 
post-mortem  examination,  was  found  to  in  the  city -a  case  of  Bubonic  plague,  and 
excuse  the  conclusions  arrived  at.  The  that  there  has  never  been  any  good  reason 
Chinaman  who  died  had  been  contin-  for  quarantining  even  a  portion  of  the 
uously  in  this  country  for  many  years.  city.  The  injury  done  by  this  premature 
For  several  months  he  had  been  under  and  ill-advised  action  will  requii-e  manj' 
treatment  for  various  diseases  of  a  specific  months  to  repair. — Pacific  Medical  ."fopr- 
character.  and  that  this   alone  suspicious  nal. 


COAST  REMEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


LONDON  ASSURANCE 


CORPORATION  Established  1720 

Invested  in  the  United  States,  $1,716,701.00 


NORTHERN  ASSURANCE 


COMPANY  Established  1836 

Invested  in  the  United  States,    =    $2,565,145.00 


facifio    Coast    Departixient : 

GEORGE   F.   GRANT,  Manager 

221   SAKSOME  STREET,  San  Francisco 


OF 
CALIFORNIA. 


PACIFIC  SURETY  COMPANY 

Paid-up  Capital,         :        $250,000  00         Surplus  as  to  Policyholders,     $295,000  00 

W^"  Guarantee  and  Casualty  Surety  on  Bonds. 

Bojiiln  of  Sien/yship  insiiid  on  behalf  of  persons  holding  poiitions  of  trust.        IVe   also    act    as    surety  on 

Iloiuls  required  in  Court  Procct dings. 

t-^  STEAM  BOILER  and  PLATE  GLASS  INSURANCE. 

DIRECTOIIS:— Geo.  C.  Perkins,       James  Moffit,       H.S.Crocker,        J.L.Moody,        Albert  Miller,        Win.  Cllft, 

H.  L.  Davis,         J.  L.  X.  8hepar(l. 

WALLACE  EVERSOW,  President  JOHN  BERMIWGHAM,  Vice-Pres.  A.  P.  REDDIHG,  Secretary 

Head  Office  3'26  Montg-omery  St.,  SAX  FRANCISCO.  ^"  Correspondence  solicited  with  responsible  agents. 


Insurance, 
A  Text  Book 


For  Sale  at  this  Office.    Price,  $3.50 

This  is  a  splendid  work  of  over  i.ooo  pages, 
handsomely  printed  and  bound.  Every  intelligent 
Insurance  Man  can  read  it  with  profit.  Fire,  Life 
and  Casualty  Insurance  discussed  by  over  forty  of 
the  ablest  men  in  the  business. 

Compiled  by  WM.  A.  FRICKE 

.For  Sale  at  The  Coast  Review  Office, 


THE    COAST  REVIEW  BUREAU. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  so  many  letters 
asking  for  information  about  companies, 
associations  and  societies  and  their  con- 
tracts, that  we  have  concluded  to  make  a 
department  or  bui'eau,  to  which  inquiries 
will  be  referi-ed.  Correspondents  seek- 
ing- information  as  to  the  condition  and 
reputation  of  any  insurance  company  or 
association  are  requested  to  address  the 
Coast  Review  "Bureau,"  and  inclose 
postage  for  a  reply. 


On  January  15,  at  six  in  the  evening, 
Mrs.  Wm.  Rosser  of  Easton,  Pa.,  told 
her  husband  that  she  would  die  at 
10  o'clock.  As  the  hour  set  approached 
she  bade  her  husband  farewell,  made  a 
few  requests  concerning  the  disposition  of 
her  property  and  arrangements  for  her 
funeral,  then  calmly  seated  herself  in  a 
chair  and  awaited  the  end.  She  was 
apparently  asleep  when  the  hands  on  the 
clock  indicated  the  hour  of  10.  After  the 
clock  tolled  the  hour,    Mr.    Rosser  made 


an  effort  to  arouse  his  wife,  when  it  was 
discovered  that  she  was  dead.  Mrs. 
Rosser,  who  was  in  her  twenty-third  year, 
had  been  complaining  for  several  weeks, 
but  was  about  her  home  as  usual  and  no 
one  pi-esent  on  the  evening  of  her  death 
had  any  idea  that  she  was  seriously  ill.  If 
the  people  who  believe  in  auto-suggestion 
are  coi-rect,  this  woman  committed  sui- 
cide. She  convinced  her  "sub-conscious 
self"  that  she  would  die  at  a  given  hour. 
Assuming,  of  course,  the  story  is  true. 


COAST  REVIEir  ADVERT/SING  DEPARTMENT 


^^  "c^ .  t^  •  S^  ^^  ^^ 


The  Washington  Life  Insurance  Company, 

OF    NEW    YORK. 

W.  A.  BREWER,  President,  E.  S.  FRENCH,   Vice-Pres. 

ASSETS, $15,500,000.00 

PAID  TO  POLICYHOLDERS,     .     .   32,000,000.00 

)  Ijrgf- To  energetic  business  producers  a  No.  1 

AGENTS    1  Territory     Especially  liberal  terms.   Every 

«AjAK.iTtrr>  1  I  facility  afforded  for  obtaining  business.    IN 

WANT  tu  !  (  SURE  BIG  MONEY.      Splendid  opportunl- 

\  ties  tor  flrst-class  insurance  men. 


85,  86,  87  and  88, 
Chronicle  BIdg., 
San  Francisco. 


Address  at  once : 

HOWARD   PERRIN,  General  Manager 
State  of  California, 


•  -^-^ 


C.  L.  FAY,  General  Agent,  Washington  Bldg.,  POKTLAND,  Or. 


I   I FE,    *    *    *    * 

^  Endowment^ 

and  Accident 
Insurance 
The  >ETNA  life  ins.  Cc, 

Of  Hartford,  Conn.,  grants  Policies  con- 
taining- every  desirable  feature.  Refer- 
ence, its  numerous  patrons.  Address  the 
Company  for  Insurance  or  an  Agency. 


Largest   Company  in    the    World 

Writing  Life  and  Accident   Insurance 


H.  B.  Houghton,  Manager 

PACIFIC     COAST    AGENCY 
Safe  Deposit  liuilding,  San  Francisco,  Cat 


JOHN   H.  STEVENS,    Metropolitan   Agency 
Accident  Dbpabtment. 


I^HUSSIA.N    N^TIONAI^ 


Insurance    Company 

OF     GERMANY 


CAPITAL, 


$2,250,000.00  ASSETS, 

United  States  Branch  315  Dearborn  St.,  Chicago. 


$3,962,334.20 


THEO.  W.  LETTON,  Gen'l  Manager  HENRY  J.  HOUGE.  Ass't  Manager 

W,  LOAIZA  &  CO,^     State  Agents,     2t6  Sansome  St. 

JOHN  A.   PRINSEN,   Special  Agent. 


SURETY  ON   BONDS. 


AMERICAN  SURETY  COMPANY  of  new  york. 


MEjSRY   IJ.    /.Vil/AA,    h-resideiit. 

STATEMENT,   December  31,  1899. 


iijli'jjj'djr 


$5,207,985  21 
862,610  49 


RESOURCES,  including  Capital,  $3,500,000.00 

LIABILITIES,  including  Reserve,  $  614,619.41 
Bonds  issued  for  E/nployes.  Adininisfrators,  Guardians,  and  in  Judicial  Proceedings 

SAN  FRAXCISCO  B0.4it/>;— SAMUEL  G.  MURPHY,  Resident  Vioe-Pres.; 
Levi  R.  EUert,     James  B.  Stetson,      Adam  Grant,      Thos.  Browu,     Arthur 
Rodgers,      P.  N.  Lilienthal,      Henry  L.  Dodge.    James  R.  KeUy,     Edward 
B.  Pond. 
JAMES   R.    GARNISS,  MANAGER,  ]  OFFICE: 

C.  A.  Shurtlbff,  Res.  Asst.  Secy.      >      219   SANSOME   STREET, 

Geo.  L.  Seybolt,  Inspector  ) 


SAN  FRANCISCO. 


i^i^iSi^^^  COAST  REV^IEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^S^^^^ 

Pacific    Coast   Department 

FRANKLIN   FIRE  insurance  company 

of  Philadelphia. Incorporated    1S27. 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $3,081,288.96 

WILLIAMSBURGH   CITY   FIRE   '"^"-^"dfmpany 

of  New  York. Incorporated   1S53. 

Surplus  to   Policyholders $1,927,982.89 

"°'THed"       GLENS       FALLS        insurance    company 

of  New  York. -Incorporated  1849. 

Surplus  to    Policyholders $3,261,061.06 

Undivided  profits  2,155,142.07 

EDWARD   E.   POTTER,   General   Hanager 

322  Montgomery  St.,  San   Francisco 

INCORPORATED  1852. 

Milwaukee  Mechanics' 

XELSURAlSICEl     OOMPAKY 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin. 

CASH  ASSETS $2,568,997  00 

SURPLUS 1,682,719  00 

TOTAL  LOSSES  PAID 7,355,053  00 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT:   410  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

L.   L.   BROMWELL,  Manager. 

^omc  life  ^JnmirancB  (Eompain; 

OF   NEW  YORK. 
GEO.  £.  IDE,       .       .       .       President. 

Assets 5ii>348,859  12    I  Net  Surplus. %  1,203,27842 

Dividend  Endowment  Fund  .  626,713  00   |   Insurance  in  Force 49,258,697  00 

Liberal  contracts  and  s;ood  territory  will  be  given  to  reputable  agents  who  can  show 
a  good  record. 

W.  H.  DUNPHY  &  SON,  Managers, 

Ofi?i<;es,  in  The  Emporium.  Market  St.,  S-^vn  Francisco,  Cal. 

The  Capital,         .         $1,500,000.00 

Unnflted  States        [  Assets,  .      .    3,500,000.00 

Surplus,        .  1,750,000.00 


FfldeMty  aed  Qtaairsiinity 


THE 

J.    D.   MAXWELL  CO., 

HOME   OFFICE:  '  <  GENERAL    AGENTS, 

South-West   Coiner  Calueii:  &  German  Streets  PAUL  M.   NIPPERT,  Manager 

BALTIMORE,   M.  D.  WM.    RIGBY,   attorney. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


Capital  and  Accumulations, 


$2,482,426.00 


OF  HAMBURG, 


THAMES  I  MERSEY 

Making    Insurance    Company,    Limited, 
Of  Liverpool,  London  and  Manchester. 


CABITAL  SUBSCRIBED  ....    $10,000,000 

Capital  Paid  Up $1,000,000 

Reserve  Fund,  in  addition  to  capital  .   .     2,250,000 


WM.  GREER  HARRISON. 


Manager 
305  California  Street 


San  Francisco 


Sub-Agencies  at  all  the  principal  Pacific  Coast 
ports  antf  at  Honolulu 


BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN 

Marine   Insurance    Company,  Limited. 
Of  Liverpool. 


Capital  Subscribed $6,700,000  Gold 

Capital  Paid  Up 1,340,000  Gold 

Reserve  Fund,  in  addition  to  Capital, 

$3,000,000 

BALFOUR,  GUTHRIE  5  CO. 

General  Agents 
316   California  Street,  Sa7i  Francisco. 


A.  H.  Small,  Manager. 


EMPLOYERS  LIABILITY 

(Limited)  Assurance  Corporation  °^^g°i^^^°' 

Head  Office  for  TJ.  S..  71  KILBT  STREET, 
Boston,  Massachusetts. 

APPLETON  &  DANA.  Managers  and  Attorneys 
for  the  U.S. 

ACCIDENT  POLICIES  of  all  kinds  at  Very  Low  Kates 
Employers'  Liability  Policies,  indemnifying  Employers 
against  claims  for  Accidents  to  Employes.  Individual, 
Fidelity  Bonds  and  Accident  Policies.  "Workmen's 
Benefit  Policies.  Vehicle  Insurance.  General  Liability 
Policies  on  Buildings.    Elevator  Insurance. 


CHAS.  J.  OKELL  &  CO.,  -   General  Agfents 

407  CALIFORNIA  STREET.  San  Francisco. 


The  Mutual  Benefit 

LIFE  INSaRANCE  CO., 

NEWARK..    N.   J. 


AMZl  DODD,    ---------      President. 

ASSETS  (Market  Values)  .Ian.  1,  1900  .  .  .  ,§70,466,400  46 
LIARILITIKS,  N.  .1.  and  N.  T.  Staiulard  .  .  '64,840,707  24 
SURPLUS 5,625,693  22 


THE  NEW  POLICY  CONTRACTS 

OP  THE 

MUa:^UAL    BHINEKIO^ 

CONTAIN 

Special    and  Peculiar  Advantages 

Which  are  not  combined  In  the 
POLICIES  OF  ANY  OTHER  COMPANY. 


JAMES  MUNSELL,  Jr.,  Manager. 

503  California  St.,  CdV.  Mongomtcry,  S.  F. 


iB^^iB^^  COAST  REI-IEIV  ADVERTISING  DPARTMEXT  S^&S^B^&S^ 

Pacific    Coast   Departmen 

FRANKLIN   FIRE  insurance  coispany 

of  Philadelphia. Incorporated    527. 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $3,081,288.96 

WILLIAMSBURGH   CITY   FWE  '""""c'i'i.p.n, 

of  New  York. Incorporated   1S53 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $1,927,982.89 

"°'TH2d"      GLENS      FALLS       INSUI^NCE    company 

of  New  York. Incorporated  1849. 

Surplus  to    Policyholders $3,261,061.06 

Undivided  profits  2,155,142.07 

EDWARD   E.  POTTER,   Qeieral   Hanager 

322  Montgomery  St.,  San^rancisco 

INCORPORATED  1852. 

Milwaukee  Mechanics' 

XKSURATsLCE    COMEVKY 
Milwaukee,  "Wisconsiu 

CASH  ASSETS $2,568,997  00 

SURPLUS 1.682,719  00 

TOTAL  LOSSES  PAID 7,355,053  00 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT:  410  Califom   St.,  San  Francisco. 

L.  L.   BROMWELL,  lanager. 

^mwt  life  InsuraitB  (Eontpantj 

OF   NEW  YORK. 
GEO.  E.  IDE,       .       .       .       Pisident. 

Assets 111,348,859  12   I  Net  Surjus. %  1,203,27842 

Dividend  Endowment  Fund  .         626,713  00   |   Insurant  in  Force 49,258,697  00 

Liberal  contracts  and  good  territor}^  will  be  giveno  reputable  agents  who  can  show 
a  good  record. 

W.  H.   DUNPHY  &  SON.Wanagers, 

Offices,  in  The  Emporium.vI.a.rket  St.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


The  cpitai,  ■  ':      $r 

Umiited  States        [  A>et..  . 


Fidelity  and 

Comnipaq 

HOME  OFFICE: 

South-West   Corner  Calve 


Si 


COAST  REV  I.  '  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^T^T^. 


Capital  and  Accumula  ons, 


$2,482,426.00 


OF  HAMBURG, 


GERMANY. 

fEN^ERAL:.,AG'E^NT|} 


THAMES  XMER8E      I    BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN 


Marine    Insdbance    Company,    Li  r-ED, 
Of  Liverpool,  London  and  Manchest 


CAPITAL  SUBSCRIBED  ....    $iO,l    ,000 

Capital  Paid  Up ,  ^_^ 

Reserve  Fund,  in  addition  to  capital  .   .       ,0,000 


Marine  Insurance   Company,  Limited. 
Of  Liverpool. 


WM.  CREER  HARRISON, 


Manager 
30s  California  Street 


San  Fr  :isco 


Sub-Age7icies  at  all  the,  principal  PacifU  ,ast 
ports  and  at  Honolulu 


Capital  Subscribed $6,700,000  Gold 

Capital  Paid  Up 1,340,000  Gold 

Reserve  Fuud,  iu  addition  to  Capital, 

$3,000,000 

BilLFOUR,  GUTHRIE  5  CO. 

General  Agents 
31G  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


A.  H.  Small,  Manager. 


EMPLOYERS  I UBILE ' 


(Limited)  AssQrance ' 

Head  Office 


A  n  Of    adon, 
*^"    E    and. 


The  Mutual  Benefit 

LIFE  mSCJRAAieE  CO., 

NEWARK,   N.   J. 
MZl  DODD,     -     -     .     -     .  '.     .     .     .        :...;*»• 


lETS  fMarket  Values)  .Jan.  1,  1900  . 
ITIES,  N.  .1.  and  N.  T.  Stamiani 
URPLUS .   .   . 


JAL 

las  at 


THE  NEW  POLICV  Ct^^"^ 

or  rn* 
MUTUAL    '-^'^^ 

.V  HITE,    Sec'y. 

vVei^LS,  Actuary. 


ANCISCO. 


iS  iS  ;S  ;^  I:^  iS 


COAST  REI'IKW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMEXT 


Hmerican 

Tire  Insurance  Co.- 

OF  PHILADELPHIA 


$»ea^^ 
Insurance  Company 

OF  GOTHFXPFBG,  S  WFDFX 


ORGANIZKD     J\.     D.     ISIO 


Ansets .  $0,138,133  SI 

Hestrrved  caj'ital  secured  by  bonds    H, 133,333  33 

The  First  Joint  Stock  Fl-re  Insurance 

Company  in  the  United  States  j  $s,27i,464  83 

Jieposited  tvith    State   Treasurer 

Assets $  %,710,7'J8  OO  ?  of  Connecticut $200,000  OO 

Losses  paid  since  organization,  $19,000,000  OO   )     ^,^   j,„,„js  of  U.  S.  Trustees,  over  .  $100,000  OO 


Jfgricultural  Insurance  Company 


ii  ii 


WATURTOWN,  XEW  YORK 

Assets $2,291,568  OO 

SuriAus  to  Policyholders 1,023,893  OO 

EDWARD   BROWN  &  SONS,  General  Agents 

411}^  California  Street,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


^v<5Si-:©©&;&g-:&:&:§-;i-;i§:§§^§-^^:-§§^^§fe. 


UN 


INSURANCE 
OFFICE 


OK     LONDOK 


189  Years  of  Active  Business 

Oldest  Purely  FIRE  INSURANCE 
Office  in  the  World ^ -^ 


Cash  Assets, 
Net  Surplus, 


$11,500,000 
6,400,000 


Pacific  Department  215  Sansome  Street^  San  Francisco. 


w  INFIELD  s  Davis,      J.  B.  F.  DAVIS  dc  SOIS,  Gcn'l  Agents, 

Burt  L.  Davis, 
Carl,  A.  Henry. 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT  Embraces:     California,  Nevada,  Utah,  Arizona,  Oregon, 
Washington,   Idaho,   Montana,   Hawaiian  Islands,  and  Alaska. 


|iS^i§iS  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 

THE  IMPERIAL  INSURANCE  COMPANY,  Lt'd 

OF    LONDON. 

Instituted   A.   D.  1803. 
CASH    ASSETS,  -  -  $9,362,920.00 

Forty-one  Years  in  Business  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 


THE  LION  FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY,  lfd 

OF     LONDON 
Established  A.  D.  1879 

CASH  ASSETS,  -  -  $1,108,095.00 


PACIFIC    BRANCHES:      205  and    207    Sansome   Street,  San   Francisco 

WM.  J.  LANDERS, 

Resident  Manager. 

The  Connecticut  Mutual 

Life  Insurance  Company. 
1846-1900 

In  the  fifty-four  years  of  its  work  .almost  98  per  cent,  of  the 
premiums  paid  by  policyholders  have  been  paid  over  to  their  benefici- 
aries or  returned  to  them.  What  has  been  so  returned  and  what  is 
held  for  the  protection  of  present  policyholders  as  net  or  ledger  assets 
aggregates  $263,502,899.67:  127.57  per  cent,  of  the  total  premiums 
received. 

These  results  have  been  accomplished  at  an  average  expense 
rate  of  only  8.9  per  cent. 

It  is  an  unmatched  record;  and  The  Connecticut  Mutual 
is  as  thoroughly  prepared  for  the  good  work  of  the  future  as  it  has  at 
at  any  time  been  for  that  of  its  unequaled  past. 

Jacob  L.  Greene,  President.  Herbert  H.  White,  Sec'y. 

John  M.  Taylor,  Vice-Pres't.  Daniei-  H.  Wei^ls,  Actuary. 


A..    IC.    I».  H:A.I«:iV£Or«:,  r>i»trio1:  »tAj>'t 

Pacific  Coast  Agencies 


Iff".    !«•    JVO'X'E^^,    Oe>i:xer»^l    A.g;e>*xt 

Mills  Building,  San  Francisco. 


m^' 


FAGiFieG 


^:^Nf 


-^ ^2^;- 

Cash  Capital, 

Assets,    January  1,    1900. 


^^ 


^^<.//yi^ 


^<i: 


$1,000,000  00 
$3,884,381  08 


WM.  J.  DUTTON,  President.     BERNARD  FAYMONVILLE,  Vice-President 


LOUIS  WEINMANH 

Secretary 


J.  B.  LEVISOW  2d  Vice-Pres. 
and  Marine  Secretary 

STEPHEN  D.  IVES 

General  Agent 


S^^^ 


k FIREMAN'S  FUNDI 


Home    Office,   Company's  Building: 

S.  W.  corner  California  and  Sansome  Sts.,  San  Francisco. 


Central  Department 

Manager 

157-159  LaSalle  St.,  Chicago 

Southeastern  Department, 

EDGAR  S.    WILSON,    Manager, 

Macon,  Georgia 


Eastern  Department, 
CHAS.  W.  KELLOGG,  Manager, 
Mason  Building,  Boston 

Atlantic  Marine  Department, 

JOSEPH  HADLEY,  Manager 

72  Beaver  Street,  New  York 


AGENTS    THROUGHOUT    THE 
UNITED   STATES. 


L?«\RGe6T 

Fire  iK6Ui3NCE  company 

MEWYPRK 


Founded  1871 
Volume  57,  No.  5 


MAY,  1900 


$3.00  Per  Year 
.25  Per  Copy 


O^HE. 


(^ast  f^eVieW 

(INSURANCE) 

Offices,  508  nontgotnery  St.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Telephone  No.  1530  Rooms  21,  21a, 


MRS.  d.  G.  EDWARDS, 

PROPRIETOR. 


E.    H.    BACON, 

EDITOR 
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The  Great  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  the  World. 


Gross  Assets 
$56,356,332 


Assets  in  U. 
$9,703,58 


ESTABLISHED    1836 


ENTERED  U.  S.184 


The  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  United  States  Branch  on  the  31st  of  December,  1898,  in  accordance  w 
the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York,  is  as  follows: 

ASSETS $9,703,581.65 

LIABILITIES 4,857,665.56 

SURPLUS $4,845,916.09 

As  an  illustration  of  the  Company's  practice  in  mainteining:  its  Assets  in  the  United  States  in  years  of  excess: 
loss,  the  following  figures  may  interest  policyholders : 

Year.  Assets  Jim.  1.  Income.  E.vpendlture.  Kxcess  of  E.\pendlti 

1871    $3,054,361  $3,163,901  $5,122,653  $1,958,752 

1872 .      3,640,450  3.733,101  4,448,999  751,898 

1873 4,163,290 

Thus  showing  Excess  of  Exitenditure  in  the  two  years  of $2,710,650 

And  Increase  of  Assets  in  the  same  time  of 1,110,939 

Progress   of   the   United    States    Branch  :— Net  Fire  Premiums:    1848,  $4,519;  1858,    $471,9( 

1868.  $1,739,620;  1878,  $2,422,126;  1888,  $3,928,010;  1898,  $4,979,422. 

LOSSES.— The  amount  paid  in  satisfaction  of  Fire  Losses  in  the  United  States  in  the  course  of  51  years  is  JiV4.824.918. 

This  large  sum,  in  conjunction  with  the  growth  of  the  Company's  business,  evinces  the  confidence  oi  tht  public  and  1 

faithftilness  with  which  the  Company's  losses  are  adjusted  and  paid. 

PACIFIC    DEPARTMENT    ESTABLISHED   1852. 

Chief  Office,  42'^  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


.SPROWL. 


R.  G.  BRUSH, 


CHAS.    D.    HAVEN,    Residence  Secretar 

C.  MASON  KINNE,  Assistant  Secretary. 
Sl'KClAr,    AGENTS  : 

JOHN  AV.  GUNN.  FRED.  L.  HAVEN,  THEO.  SUMMERbAl 
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PHCENIX 

INSURANCE     COMPANY 


OF^    HARTFORD 


Cash  Capital 
$2,000,000.00 


Assets  Jan'y  1, 1900 
$5,523,649.T0 


HEt^BEf^T    FOllGEf^,    ]V[anager 


DIXWELL  HEWITT,   Asst.   Manager 


325     GAIaIFORMIA     strrrt:". 


San    Krancisco. 


(2) 


^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^&&^^^ 

PHCENIX  ASSURANCE  COMPANY— PROVIDENCE-WASHINGTON  INSURANCE  CO. 


Phoenix 

Assurance 

Company 


OF  London 

Established  1782 


Providence- 
Washington 
Ins.  Co. 


OF  Rhode  island 

Incorporated  1799 


BUTLER  &  HALDAN,    General  Agents  for  Pacific  Coast 

B.  C.  Dick,  Agency  Superintendent 
41  ?  California  Street  :  San  Francisco 

Helvetia  Svi^iss  fire  insurance  company 

OF    ST.    GALL 

CAPITAL,         ....        $  2,000,000.00 
Losses  Paid  since  organization,     i  1,635,487.00 

^WISS     iVl3.rin£     insurance  Companies  Combined 
CAPITAL,      .      .      .      $4,000,00)0.00 


SYl  <Sc  CO.,    General   Agents 

301   California  Street,  :  :  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


THE  PENNSYLVANIA 

FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY  of  Philadelphia. 


ASSETS, 

January  Jst,  J  900. 

$5,175,306.00 


Incorporat'id  J835 


NET  SURPLUS, 

January  Jst,  1900; 

$2,181,845.00 


'^^a^j^'*' 


OF  PH\1 


One  of  the  OLDEST  and  STRONGEST  Fire  Insiu-ance  Offices  in  tlie  United  States. 
Office  Pacific  Coast  Department:      508-10  CALIFORNIA   ST.,  San  Francisco. 

T.  EDWARD  POPE,  Manager. 

n.   H.  OSHOKN,  Attsistunt  Manayer.         HOMER  A.  CRAIG,  Ociitral  Adjuster. 

SPECIAL  AGENTS:— Chester  Deering,  J.  H.  Clinkscales,  Yolney  Howard,  S.  P.  Mesick. 

Hamburg  -  Bremen 

FIRE    INSURANCE    COMPANY 

OF  HAilBURG,  GERMANY  ORGANIZED   1854 


Capital  and  Accumulations             -  $3,412,150.06 

Assets  in  the  United  States,  Jan.  i,  1900  1,524,546.63 

Surplus  "              "            "              "          "  544,867.51 

losses  Paid  in  the  United  States,  over  12,000,000.00 


RUDOLPH  HEROLD,  Jr., 

General  Agent  Pacific  Department 
HARRY  C.BOYD,  415  California  Street 

Assistant. General  Agent.  San  Francisco 


i^  i^  iS  i^  ^=^  ^^ 
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^jb^-sib^^^lps^sj? 


^-The  MAGDEBURG 
FIRE  INSURANCE 
COMPANY 
transacts 
NO  Marine. 
Life  or  Accident,  but 
Fl  RE  Insurance 

Business  ONLY. 


^?|?5^?|?54?9^st?5t7 


MAGDEBURG 

FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


OF    MAGDEBURG.    GERMANY 


Capital %      3,750,000.00 

Assets  January  i,  1899 8,108,481.48 

Prem.  Income  since  organiza'n  (54  yrs)  170,352,752.39 
Losses  Paid  since  organization  (54  yrs)  113,205,839.50 
Assets  United  vStates  Department    .  .  919,089.58 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT:     QUTTE  &  FRANK,  Managers, 

^  303  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


Magdeburg  Fire  Ins.  Co., 

OF     NEW    YORK, 

Assets $287,048.83 

GUTTE   &    FRANK,    Managers, 

303  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


Willielma  of  Magdeburg 


General  Insurance  Company 


(  MARINE.  ) 

Assets,  January  i,  1899,   .  .   . 


$9,813,751.45 


1  Associated  Assurance  Companies,  Ld. 

Munich  Assurance  Co.,       Alliance  Assurance  Co. 

Of  Munich  ( L'd)  Of  Berlin  (L'd) 

JOINTLY  and  SEVERALLY  LIABLE. 

Assets,  January  i,  1899, $10,454,215.21 


l^°  These  Marine  Com- 
panies insure  Vessels, 
Freights,  Cargoes,  Treas- 
ure, Profits,  Registered 
Mail  and  Express  Matter, 
to  and  from  all  parts  of 
the  World,  and  make 
their  Policies  payable  at 
places  required  by  as- 
sured. 


GUTTE    Sl     frank,    Managers, 

303  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


COAST  REI^IEIV  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


ORGANIZED   A.   D.   1817 


Fire  Association 


OF     PHILADELPHIA. 


STATEMENT  OF  ASSETS,   JANUARY  1st,    lOOO. 


Gross  Assets 
Policyholders'  Surplus 


WESTERN     DEPARTMENT, 

CHICAGO,   ILL. 

OFFICE,  171-173  Jackson  St.,  Royal  Insurance  Bldg: 


#6,280,028.00 
-         -    '    |;i,S30,6^6.00 

W.  H.  CUNNINGHAM.  Manager. 
HENRY  W.  BUSH,  U^^,^  ^^ 
J.  M.  BECK,  * 


T.  C.  SHANKLAND  ,   .  .  State  Agent  for  California,  Arizona,  Nevada  and  Hawaiian  Islands. 

TXTri  T^  DToxiATjTia  AT  ■.    ^         .         .  2ig  Sansome  street.  SAN  FRANCISCO,  Cal. 

JNO.  D.  RICHARDS  .   .  .  Manager  city  department. 

E.J.LOUIS Special  Agent  for  California,  Arizona  and  Nevada. 

F.  J.  ALEX.  MAYER.  .  .  State  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  PORTLAND,  Ore. 

DAN.  L.  WEAVER.  .   .  .  Special  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Wa.sliington,  SPOKANE. 

F.M.AVERY Special  Agent  for  Colorado,  Wyoming,  Montana,  Utah  and  Idaho,  DEN  VER.Colo. 


Financial  Standing,  January  I,  1900,  of  the 

Philadelphia  Underwriters 

COMPOSED    OF    THE 

Insurance  Co.  of  North   America  I   Fire  Association    of    Philadelphia 

FOUNDED,  A.   D.  1793  FOUNDED,   A.    D.   1817 

CASH  CAPITAL $  8,000,000  00       CASH  CAPITAL $    500,000  00 

Total  Assets 9,395,087  00      Total  Assets      6,280,038  00 

Total  Liabilities,  except  Capital     4, .598, 356  00      Total  Liabilities,  except  Capital  .    4,749,493  00 


Surplus  as  to  Policyholders  .    .   $4,696,781  00  |       Surplus  as  to  Policyholders    .    .  $1,. 530,686  00 
COMBINED     ASSETS,  ...  -  $15,575,065  00 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS,  -  -  $  6,227,417  00 


Western  and  Pacific  Coast  Department, 

Chicago,  Illinois.  ] 


(  W.  H.  CUNNINGHAM,  Manager 
Henry  W.  Bush,  )  ,^.,^ 


J.  M.  Beck, 


Ass't  Managers 


T.  C.  SHANKLAND,  State  Agent  for 

California,   Arizona,   Nevada   and   the   Hawaiian  Islands. 
John  D.  Richards,  Manager  City  Department, 


219    SANSOME    STREET, 


SAN    FRANCISCO. 


F.  J.  ALEX.  MAYER,  State  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  Portland,  Ore. 
DAN.  L.  WEAVER,  Special  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  Spokane. 
F.  M.  AVERY,  Special  Agent  for  Montana,  Utah  and  Idaho,  Denver.  Colo. 
E.  J.  LOUIS,  Special  Agent  for  California,  Nevada  and  Arizona. 

(5) 


COAST  REVIEIV  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


Insurance  Company 

NEW   YORK 
HENRY  B.  STOKES,  President 

THE  NEW  POLICY  GUARANTEES 

EXTENDED  INSURANCE 
PAID=UP  VALUES 

AND 

LOANS  AT  5% 

^   ^ 

AGENTS  WANTED  IN  UNOCCUPIED  TERRITORY 
JOHN  LANDERS,  Manager  S.  W.  Pacific  Dep't,  240  Montgomery  St.,  S.  F. 

HEALTH    AND    ACCIDENT    INSURANCE 

PHINEAS  C.  LOUNSBURT,     L  /J/^ /^'S ^ ^^^^^^^^  KIMBALL  U.   ATWOOD, 

President.  M^  -^^^f  ^''^^^TT^       rt/rtl'^  Secretary. 

OF    NEW    VORK. 

ASSETS,  December  81,   1899 $  779,885.45 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders 865, 124.80 

CLAIMS  Paid,  over 8,000,000.00 

HEALTH  and  ACCIDENT  POLICIES. 
The  Best  Insurance  j    The  Easiest  Insurance 

FOR  BUSINESS  and  FOR  AGENTS 

PROFESSIONAL  MEN  TO  SELL 

8®°"  Liberal   Commissions  and  Renen/al   Contracts  to   Good  Men. 

Address — 

Pacific  Coast  Department,  THOS.    GODWIN, 

MILLS  Building 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  Manager. 

i6^ 


x:S  "^5  <3 '^^O -s^  *-^^ 


\  i^  CO  AS  T  RE  VIE  W  AD  VER  TISING  DEPAR  TMENT 


National  Life 

Insurance  Company 

MONTPELIER,        -        -       VERMONT. 

CHARLES  BE^WKY,  rresideut.  OSMAN  1\   CLARK,  Secretary. 


INSURANCE  IN  FORCE,  January  i,   1900    .    .    .  189,890,026  00 

ASSETS,  January  1,  1900 17,738,861  23 

LIABILITIES,  January  i,  1900 15,863,938  34 

SURPLUS,  Vermont  and  New  York  Standard  .    .  1,874,922  89 


THE  NATIONAL  has  done  a  continuous,  successful  business  for  fifty  years.  Its 
policies  of  LIFE,  TERM,  ENDOWMENT  and  ANNUITY  INSURANCE  grant  solid 
protection  on  mutual  plans. 

NO  RESTRICTION  on  residence  or  travel. 

INCONTESTABLE  after  two  years  from  date  of  issue. 

GUARANTEES  endorsed  cash,  loan,  paid-up  and  extended  insurance  values. 

AUTOMATICALLY  NON-FORFEITABLE  after  three  years. 

INSURANCE  ISSUED  IN  1899,  $17,738,86Li:3. 


G.  M.  STOLP,  General  Manager, 

82-84  New  Crocker  Building,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
A.  D.  WALKER,  General  Manager, 

Fidelity  Trust  Company  Building,  Tacoma,  Wash. 


GEORGE  D.  ALDER,  General  Manager, 

204  McCormack  Block,  Salt  Lake  City.  Utah. 

C.  M.  SMITH.  General  Manager, 

Hennessey  Building,  Butte,  Montana. 


STOCK    COMPANY    INCORPORATED    1864 


Home  /Vlutual 

Insurance  Co 


....OF  CALIFORNIA... 


FINANCIAL    STANDING    OF    THE    COMPANY    ON    JANUARY    1,  1900: 

Assets 

LlABIWTIES 

Surplus  Funds  for  Policyholders  .        '.         .         . 

Capital,  (fully  paid  in  gold  coin)       .         .         .         .         . 
Net  Surplus,  over  Capital  and  all  Liabilities 


$965,559-34 
349,630.99 

$615,928.35 

300,000.00 

$315,928.35 


HOME   OFFICE:    Company's    Building,  318   California   St.,  San  Francisco 

WM.  J.  DUTTON,  President 


F.  W.  LOUQEE,  Vice  President 
FRANKLIN  BANGS*  Ass't  Secretary 


STEPHEN  D.  IVES,   Secretary 
GEO.  STEEL,  Marine  Secretary 


^^^^^^^^^^A^^^^A^^^^A^^^^A^^^^^^S^^^^^^^^ 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


<t. 


London  &  Lancashire 


Fire    Insurance    Company, 


vl/.  v^ 


Of  Liverpool,  E,ng. 


Subscribed  Capital, 

Cash  Assets, 

Assets  in  United  States, 


$10,637,500 
7,183,600 
2,815,688 


Norwalk  Fire  Insurance  Co*^ 

Of  Nor7valk,   Connecticut. 

Capital,    .     $200,000.00        Assets,    ♦     $540,354.00 


English  -American 
Underwriters^ 


Assets, 


$3,356,042 


The  State  Fire  Ins*  Qo.y  L'd^ 

Of  Liverpool,  England. 

Capital,  ...... 

Assets  in  United  States, 


$5,000,000 
320,957 


The  Netherlands  Fire  Ins*  Co*^ 


Of  The  Hague,  Holland. 
ESTABLISHED     1845. 


Capital, 

Assets  in  United  States, 


$1,600,000 
631,367 


PACIFIC     COAST     DEPARTMENT, 
315     Montgomery    Street,  :  :  :  : 


:  :  :  :  San  Francisco. 

WM.   MACDONALD,  Manager, 

D.   E.  MILES,   Ass't  Manager. 


^^-=§^'^'=§  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^&&^^^ 


Provider^l^avir^gs  ^i| 


^^ssurar^Ge@OGie(y 


OF'  MEW  -vofik: 

Edward  W.  Scott.F^esident. 

Tv\^^£.^TOo^^T>^U\  FO'R^^OUCvVAovJDe-RS  KHO  /XceMTS. 

SuccE  s  sruL  Ac.ENTs.AND  GvENTuc  ME  N  Seeking  Remunera.t  ivE  Business  Connections. 
'jihy    Apply   to  the   Head   Or  ricc.OR  amy  or  The  Society's  Gcneral  AciENTS. 

CARL    C.    GROSS, 

Manager  for  CALIFORNIA  and  NEVADA. 
Rooms  709=13  Claus  Spreckels  Building. 

riarket  and  Third  Sts.,  San  Francisco. 


Writing  Large  Lines  of  Desirable  Business 


The 


PALATINE 


INSURANCE  CO.,  Ud, 


^t^^^yi^^^^^^^  Of  Manchester,  Bni^lana. 

Resources,  Security  to  Policyholders,  over     =  $9,300,000.00 

United  States  Branch  Assets,  Jan.  i,  1900  -      2,637,777.00 

Net  Surplus  in  United  States       -         -         _         -  598,207.00 

CIIAS.  A.  LATON,  Manager  Pacific  Coast  Department 

439  California  Street        =        Safe  Deposit  Building        =        San  Francisco 

LOCAL  BOARD   OF  DIRRCTORS: 

JOHN  H.  WISE,  Chairman.      JOHN  F.  MERRILL.      WM.  E.  BROWN.       E.  M.  ROOT. 


CO  A  ST  RE  VIE  IV  A  D  VER  TISINC  DEPAR  TMENT  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^ 


_^^^^^  •  ^^  ^^  ^^ 


CASH  CAPITAL     *     *     *    i^llifl^p^i^  ^.^^^^^^k         Cash  assets      *      *      * 

tianuary  1,  1900 

$4,000,000.00  l^^^^S  $13,019,411.20 


Incorporated.  ^F^^^^2^iii^^5nll^?ll^i^^L^JK^IiBiy  1819 


For  a  period  of   EIGHTY-ONE  YEARS  this  com-  Largest  Cash  Capital,  Largest  Cash  Assets 

pany  has  occupied  the  position  of  the  LEADING  of  any  Fire  Insurance  Company 

American  Fire  Insurance  Company.  in  America. 

Losses  Paid  since  organization  ]  81  years  [  $85,641,084.50 

BOARDMAN  <&  SPENCER,  General  Agents 

E.  C.  MORRISON,  Supervisor  of  Agencies 

LOUIS  MEL,              )  Office,  514  California  St.,  San  Francisco 

W    L.  QAZZAM,         !- Special  A^'ents  and  Adjusters 

T.  D.  BOARDMAN,     ) 


THE 

HARTFORD 

Fire  Insurance  Company, 

Organized  1794. 

Assets,      .        .        .  ^11,002,588  02 

Net  Surplus,        .        .  3,810,204  50 

H.    K.    BELDEN,    Manager    Pacific    Department 

WHITNEY    PALACHE,    Assistant    Manager 
313  California  Street,  -  5AN  FRANCISCO 


Special     Aaents    and    Adjusters. 
J.  J.  AGABD  J.  J.  DENNIS  JOHN  M.  HOLMES  W.  O.  MOKGAN 

(  10.) 


S'  The  Coast  Review.  «^ 

A  Monthly  Insurance  Magazine. 
Devoted  to  all  kinds  of   Insurance   that  Insures.  Published  on  the  Fifteenth  of  the  Month. 


Per  I'ear,     :     :    $3.oo  [  Telephone  ] 

Per  C'opi/,    :    :       .25  [       •'•'>50       ] 

Postage   added  to  foreign   subscriptions. 


MES.  J.  G.  EDWARDS,  Proprietor. 
E.  II.  BACON.  Manager  and  Editor. 

508  Montgomery  St.,  San  Francisco . 


Vol.  57. 


MAY.     1900. 


No.   5 


The  Coast  Review  Manual. 
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PRAISED    BY    UNDERWRITERS. 


Following  are  a  few  expressions  in 
fauor  of  The  Coast  Review  Manual,  by 
Agents  and  Managers : 

It  is  a  great  help. 

It  is  certainly  perfection. 

Contains  information  not  to  be  obtained  from 
any  other  source. 

I  could  not  well  do  without  it, 

I  find  within  its  pages  a  vast  amount  of  useful 
information. 

I  have  never  seen  any  other  manual  that  would 
give  the  local  agent  as  much  intelligent  aid. 

We  keep  it  ready  at  hand,  referring  to  it  often, 
using  it  as  an  authority. 

It  is  the  best  instruction  booh  for  agents. 

I  note  many  items  of  advantage  to  me,  and  for 
which  I  have  looked  in  vain  elsewhere. 

The  best  booh  of  the  hind  published. 

It  is  easily  understood. 

Most  complete,  concise  and  clearly  written  booh 
of  the  hind  I  have  ever  seen. 

Gives  reguired  information  better  than  all 
"compact"  boohs  combined. 

Had  I  the  Coast  Review  Manual  when  I  first 
commenced  the  business  I  would  now  hnow  a 
great  deal  more  about  insurance  and  have  saved 
the  companies  and  myself  a  great  deal  of  cor- 
respondence. 

Exactly  fills  a  long  felt  want. 

Diagrams  and  general  arrangement  specially 
helpful  for  ready  reference. 

The  natnes  of  the  writers  of  the  foregoing 
have  already  been  printed  in  these  columns. 


Our   Digest    of    Recent    Insurance    Decisions. 
FIRE. 

Where  a  general  agent 
Assignments,  of  an  insurance  company, 
authorized  to  receive  pre- 
miums, and  to  consent  to  a  transfer 
of  policies,  accepts  a  balance  of  a  pre- 
mium from  an  assignee  of  the  insured, 
with  full  knowledge  of  the  assignment. 
and  consents,  in  consideration  of  the  pay- 
ment of  a  balance  of  the  premium,  to  con- 
tinue the  policy  for  the  benefit  of  such 
assignee,  the  company  is  estopped,  in  an 
action  by  the  assignee  on  the  policy,  from 
insisting  on  a  forfeiture  because  of  the 
absence  of  an  indorsement  of  the  assign- 
ment on  the  policy  in  compliance  with  a 
stipulation  therein. — Northam  v.  Inter- 
national Ins.  Co.  of  New  York,  61  N.  Y. 
S.  45. 

In  an  action  on  an  insur- 
Collections.  ■  ance  agency  bond  conditioned 
that  the  agent  should  pay 
over  all  sums  received  by  him  as  pre- 
miums, evidence  of  the  agent  that  pre- 
miums on  the  policies  written  by  him  for 
the  company  amounted  to  a  certain  sum, 
and  that  he  signed  the  policies  himself, 
together  with  the  fact  that  he  made  no 
claim  that  he  had  not  received  the  prem- 
iums, or  that  he  had  paid  or  accounted 
for  the  balance  demanded   by    the    com- 
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pany,  in  connection  with  the  fact  that 
the  policies  which  he  signed  and  issued 
contained  an  express  statement  that  the 
premium  had  been  paid  in  full,  is  suffi- 
cient to  show  that  the  agent  received  and 
collected  such  premiums.— Par ragut  Fire 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Shepley,  80  N.  W.  976. 

Preliminary  An  insurance  agent,  hav- 
Parol.  ing  authority  to  solicit  insur- 
ance, to  accept  risks,  to  agree 
upon  and  settle  the  terms  of  insurance, 
and  to  issue  and  renew  policies,  has 
authority  to  make  a  preliminary  parol 
contract  binding  upon  his  principal,  to 
renew  a  policy  about  to  expire,  although 
the  policy  provides  that  no  agreement  or 
waiver  affecting  the  policy  shall  be  bind- 
ing unless  in  writing  and  attached  to  the 
policy. — McCabe  v.  ^tna  Ins.  Co.,  81 
N.  W.  426. 

Perquisites.  Laws  1892,  c.  641,  |  1,  mak- 
ing it  unlawful  '"for  any  fire 
insurance  company,  or  for  any  officer, 
manager,  agent  or  other  repi-esentative 
of  any  such  company,  to  include  in  sum 
charged  or  designated  in  any  policy,  as 
consideration  for  insurance,  any  fee,  com- 
pensation, charge  or  perquisite  whatso- 
ever,"  does  not  apply  to  insurance  bro- 
kers acting  merely  as  agents  for  insured. 
Tanenbaum  v.  Rosenthal,  60  N.  Y.  S. 
1092.  44  App.  Div.  431. 

Renewals.  Prepayment  of  premium  for 
renewal  term  is  not  essential 
to  validity  of  preliminary  agreement  to 
renew  in  future. — McCabe  v.  ^tna  Ins. 
Co.,  81  N.  W.  426. 

Insured  The  cancellation  or  discharge 
Chattels,  of  mortgage  on  insured  chattels 
given  in  violation  of  condition 
of  policy,  before  loss  occurs,  revives  con- 
tract from  date  of  cancellation  or  dis- 
charge.— Home  Pii-e  Ins.  Co.  v.  Johansen. 
80  N.  W.  1047. 
Mortgage        A  provision  of  fire  policy  re- 

Notice.      quiring  notice   to   be   given  of 
any  mortgage  on  property  in- 
sured is  obligatory,    and   renders    policy 

void  when  not  complied  with. — Insurance 

Co.    of    North     America    v.     Wicker,     54 

S.  W.  300. 


Legal  Effect.  W.here  insured  failed  to 
give  notice  of  existence  of 
mortgage  on  property  insured  as  required 
by  terms  of  policy,  the  fact  that  such 
mortgage  was  paid  before  loss  was  in- 
curred does  not  alter  legal  effect  of  breach 
of  requirement. — Same. 

Past-due  Though  policy  of  fire  insur- 
Notes.  ance  provided  that  insurer 
should  not  be  liable  for  any  loss 
that  might  occur  while  premium  note  or 
any  part  thereof  remained  unpaid,  and 
that  payment  of  past-due  note  should  re- 
vive policy,  insurer,  by  making  an  un- 
conditional demand  of  payment  of  past- 
due  note,  which  insured  then  agreed  to 
pay  on  day  fixed,  waived  the  right  to  in- 
sist on  forfeiture  for  failure  to  pay  note 
at  maturity,  and  insurer  is  liable,  though 
note  was  still  unpaid  at  time  of  loss, 
which  occurred  on  day  fixed  by  insui-ed 
for  payment  of  note,  and  after  he  had 
failed,  upon  calling  at  office  of  the  agent 
to  make  payment,  to  find  any  person 
there  to  receive  the  money. — Moore  v. 
Continental  Ins.  Co.,  53  S.  W.  652. 

MARIWE. 

Safely  Landed.  Under  policy  of  insur- 
ance in  form  a  marine  pol- 
icy, containing  usual  provisions  for  con- 
tinuance of  risk  from  time  goods  insured 
were  loaded  on  "said  vessel"  until  they 
were  "safely  landed, "  but  having  rider 
attached  showing  that  property  insui-ed 
was  "oil  contained  in  tank  cars  in  tran- 
sit,"  the  risk  terminated  when  the  cars 
reached  their  destination,  and  were  placed 
upon  the  private  side  track  of  insured  be- 
side his  warehouse. — Crew  Levick  Co.  v. 
British  &  Poi-eign  Marine  Ins.  Co.  of 
Livei'pool,  98  P.  71. 

Drawing  Henry     Vandervolgen       who 

Kerosene,  took  a  lighted  lamp  into  his 
basement  to  draw  kerosene, 
and  dropped  the  lamp  and  burned  his 
propei'ty.  appealed  from  the  decision  of 
the  lower  court  which  was  in  favor  of  the 
company.  Chief  Justice  Montgomery  of 
the  Michigan  supreme  court  has  sustained 
the  decision,  all  of  the  justices  concurring. 
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He  said:  "It  is  provided  that  the  oil  be 
drawn  by  daylight,  or  not  less  than  ten 
feet  from  artificial  light.  This  language  is 
plain  and  unambiguous.  We  cannot 
doubt  that  it  was  intended  to  and  should 
be  construed  as  providing  a  forfeiture  to 
the  drawing  of  kerosene  in  any  other 
manner  than  that  provided." 

An  Interim  An  interim  covering  mem- 
Couering.  orandum  procured  by  an  in- 
surance agent  representing 
several  marine  insurance  companies,  who 
has  underwritten  insurance  for  his  com- 
panies on  goods  shipped  on  certain 
steamer  to  an  unknown  amount  in  excess 
of  limit  permitted  to  him,  to  the  effect 
that  company  giving  same  is  held  for 
account  of  such  agent  not  to  exceed  spec- 
ified amount,  subject  to  conditions  of  pol- 
icy to  be  issued  on  receipt  of  pai-ticulars, 
constitutes  valid  contract  of  insurance  in 
favor  of  each  company  represented  by 
such  agent. — General  Marine  Assur.  Co. 
v.  Ocean  Marine  Ins.  Co.,  16  Rap.  Jud. 
Que.  C.  S.  170. 

Receipt  of  Partic-        A    contract    for    rein- 
ulars.  surance  of  goods  shipped 

on  certain  vessel,  under 
an  interim  covering  memorandum  pro- 
viding for  the  issue  of  policy  on  receipt  of 
particulars,  is  not  affected  by  loss  of  ves- 
sel before  such  particulars  are  furnished. 
Same. 

Reasonable        A    marine  insurance  agent, 
Time.  representing  several  compan- 

ies for  which  he  has  vinder- 
written  insurance  on  goods  shipped  on 
certain  steamer  in  excess  of  limit  per- 
mitted, who  procures  from  another  com- 
pany an  interim  covering  memorandum 
for  reinsurance,  subject  to  conditions  of 
policy  to  be  issued  on  "receipt  of  partic- 
ulars," will  be  allowed  reasonable  time  to 
furnish  such  particulars,  in  absence  of 
any  specified  time;  and  delay  of  15  days 
resulting  from  clerical  error  is  not  un- 
reasonable, where  reinsuring  company's 
position  is  not  aggravated  thereby. — 
Same. 


LIFE. 

Agent's  A  policy  of  life  insurance  pro- 
Waiuer.  vided  that  it  should  not  go  into 
effect  until  the  first  premium  had 
been  actually  paid  during  the  lifetime 
and  good  health  of  the  assui-ed,  and  that 
agents  could  not  alter  or  discharge  the 
contract,  or  receive  for  premiums  any- 
thing except  cash.  The  local  agent  ac- 
cepted notes  for  the  premium,  and  at  the 
death  of  assured  the  notes  were  prac- 
tically unpaid.  The  general  agent  of 
defendant  for  several  years  prioi*  to  the 
date  of  the  policy  in  question  had  per- 
mitted local  agents  to  receive  notes  for 
pi'emiums,  and  assured  had  previously 
taken  out  like  policies  in  defendant  com- 
pany through  the  same  local  agent,  and 
had  given  notes,  which  were  collected  by 
the  general  agent.  Held,  that  the  local 
agent  was  authorized  to  waive  the  pro- 
vision that  the  premium  should  be  first 
paid  in  cash. — Provident  Sav.  Life  Assur. 
Soc.  of  New  York  v.  Oliver,  53  S.  W.  594. 

Operation.  Though  a  blank  application 
contained  a  provision  that  the 
company  should  not  be  affected  by  state- 
ments or  promises  of  the  agent  unless 
embodied  in  the  application,  and  the 
agent  filled  the  application  in  so  as  to  call 
for  a  policy  different  from  that  called  for 
by  the  oral  agreement,  the  insured  may 
rescind  the  contract,  and  recover  the  pre- 
mium paid  at  the  time  he  signed  the  ap- 
plication.— La  Marche  v.  New  York  Life 
Ins.  Co.,  58  P.  1053. 

Lapses.  Plaintiff  is  entitled  to  recover 
on  a  contract  of  insurance 
made  in  New  York,  on  which  the  prem- 
iums had  not  been  paid  for  several  years, 
and  the  contract  provided  that  the  policy 
was  forfeited  on  the  failure  to  pay  prem- 
iums when  due,  whei'e  the  insurance  com- 
pany had  not  complied  with  Laws  N.  Y. 
1877,  c.  321",  ^  1,  providing  that  no  insur- 
ance company  could  declare  a  policy  for- 
feited for  nonpayment  of  premiums  with- 
out giving  assured  certain  notice;  and  it 
is  immaterial  that  the  plaintiff  has  not 
paid  or  offered  to  pay  the  premiums  due. 
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Mutual  Life    Ins.    Co.    of    New    York    v. 
Hill  97  F.  263. 

AeeiDEMT. 
Subagent's  Plaintiff  made  application 
Waiver.  for  accident  insurance  to  a 
subagent,  offering  to  pay  the  premium; 
but  the  agent  said  that  he  would  be 
responsible  for  such  payment  until  deliv- 
ery of  the  policy,  and  that  the  insurance 
dated  from  the  time  of  application.  The 
application  stated  that  the  premium  was 
paid,  and,  on  its  receipt  by  the  company, 
they  forwarded  the  policy  to  the  agent 
without  requiring  payment;  and,  on  its 
delivery,  plaintiff  paid  the  premium,  and 
demanded  payment  for  loss  by  injuries 
received  two  days  before.  The  policy 
provided  that  it  was  not  to  take  effect 
until  payment  of  the  premium.  Held, 
that  the  payment  of  the  premium  as  re- 
quired by  the  policy  had  been  waived. — 
Gordon  v.  United  States  Casualty  Co., 
54  S.  W.  98. 


Life  Insurance  Decision  by  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Washington. 

CREDIT  EXTENDED  BV  AGENT — STIPULA^TIONS  IN 
FINE  PUINT — ESTOPPEL — POLICY  NEVER  DE- 
LIVERED— DECISION  AtiAINsT  DEFENDANT 
COMPANT. 

Gordon,  C.  J.  On  January  24,  1898,  Thomas 
H.  Cole  applied  to  the  general  agent  for  a  pal- 
icy  insuring  his  life.  Thereupon  an  applica- 
tion in  writing  was  filled  out,  signed,  and 
delivered.  In  the  course  of  the  proceedings, 
Cole  was  introduced  by  the  agent  N.  to  one 
R.  Cooper  Willis,  special  agent  of  defendant 
company ;  and  we  gather  from  the  record 
that  the  transaction  which  occurred  at  that 
time  was  in  the  presence,  and  had  the  ap- 
proval, of  both  Newbegin  and  Willis.  The 
annual  premium  on  the  insurance  sought  to 
be  effected  amounted  to  $12. S8,  and,  as  part 
of  the  transaction.  Cole  then  and  there  paid 
the  sum  of  ^3,  and  rec^eived  the  following  re- 
ceipt :  "Union  Central  Life  Insurance  Company 
of  Cincinnati.  Office  of  Edward  Newbegin, 
Genei'al  Agent,  Seattle,  Wash.  This  is  to 
certify  that  Thomas  H.  Cole  has  paid  the  sum 
of  $;10()  as  part  payment  of  his  policy,  which 
is  binding  on  the  company  fi-om  this  date.  K. 
Cooper  Willis,  agent  Union  Central  Life  In- 
surance Company  of  Cincinnati." 


A    CREDIT   OF    SIXTY    DAYS. 

There  was  testimony  introduced  at  the 
trial  tending  to  show,  and,  in  contemplation 
of  the  verdict,  the  jury  must  have  found,  that 
there  was  a  credit  of  60  days  extended  to 
Cole  for  the  payment  of  the  balance  of  the 
first  annual  premium,  and  that  this  credit 
was  extended  by  Newbegin.  In  this  connec- 
tion it  should  be  stated  that  all  policies  of  in- 
surance issued  by  said  company  are  issued  at 
its  home  oflQce,  in  Cincinnati,  and  signed  by 
its  president  and  attested  by  its  secretary  ; 
and,  at  the  time  of  the  transaction  to  which 
we  now  refer,  the  policy  was  not  before  the 
assured  for  his  examination,  nor  does  it  ap- 
pear that  its  conditions  were  made  known  to 
him  by  the  agents  of  the  company. 

STIPULATIONS    IN    SMALL   TYPE. 

The  application  for  insurance  contained  the 
following  stipulations,  printed  therein  in 
small  type,  viz.  :  "It  is  hereby  agreed  and 
warranted  that,  should  the  company  issue  a 
policj'  upon  this  application,  its  interests 
shall  not  be  affected  by  verbal  statements 
made  to  its  agents  or  others,  or  by  the  knowl- 
edge of  such  agent,  but  that  it  shall  be 
affected  only  by  the  statements  herein  made 
(including  those  made  to  the  medical  exam- 
iner), which  are  hereby  warranted  to  be  true, 
full,  and  correct  as  facts;  and  they  shall  con- 
stitute the  basis  of  any  policy  which  may  be 
issued  hereon.  I  agree  that  any  policy  which 
may  be  issued  under  this  application  shall  not 
be  valid  until  the  first  premium  is  paid  to 
the  company  or  its  authorized  agent,  and  the 
receipt  therefor  countersigned  by  the  agent 
and  delivered  during  my  lifetime." 

PLAINTIFF'S   STATEMENT. 

It  is  alleged  in  the  reply  that  the  provision 
just  referred  to  in  reference  to  the  payment 
of  the  premium  "was,  by  agreement  of  the 
parties  at  the  time,  modified  and  changed  in 
such  a  way  as  to  render  the  policy  valid  from 
the  time  of  the  application  and  the  payment 
of  the  three  dollars,  and  a  credit  of  sixty  days 
was  extended  to  Cole  for  the  payment  of  the 
balance  of  the  first  payment."  Also,  that  the 
stipulation  appearing  in  the  application  in 
fine  print  was  not  called  to  the  attention  of 
the  said  Cole,  and  that  he  was  led  to  believe 
that  there  was  nothing  in  the  application 
contrary  to  or  inconsistent  with  his  agree- 
ment with  the  general  agent,  granting  an 
extension  of  60  days  on  the  unpaid  balance  of 
the  first  premium,  and  "that  the  company 
ratified  the  act  of  the  extension  of  time  for 
the  payment  of  the  balance  of  the  said  first 
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premium,  and  accepted  and  retained  the 
three  dollars  paid  on  the  said  contract"  ;  that 
neither  the  defendant  nor  its  a^ent  ever 
made  known  to  Cole  that  there  was  any  pro- 
vision in  the  insurance  policy  to  be  issued 
that  was  contrary  in  any  way  to  the  agree- 
ment made  with  the  company  and  its  agent 
as  herein  set  forth,  and  neither  the  plaintiff 
nor  Cole  ever  knew  of  any  such  provision  or 
provisions:  and  that  the  tiiree  dollars  so  paid 
had  been  retained  by  the  defendant,  and  no 
demand  for  the  unpaid  balance  of  the  first 
premium  ever  made. 

POLICY    NOT    DELIVEUED. 

On  the  30th  of  January,  1898,  a  policy  was 
issued  at  the  home  office  of  the  company, 
which  contained,  among  other  pi'ovisions,  the 
following:  "The  contract  of  insurance  be- 
tween the  parties  hereto  is  completely  set 
forth  in  this  policy  and  the  application  for  the 
same ;  and  none  of  its  terms  can  be  modified, 
nor  any  forfeiture  under  it  waived,  save  by 
an  agreement  in  writing  signed  by  the  presi- 
dent or  secretary  of  the  company,  whose 
authority  for  this  purpose  shall  not  be  del- 
egated." The  policy  was  sent  to  the  general 
agent  for  delivery,  but  never  was  delivered. 
On  the  23d  day  of  February,  Cole  died  at 
Sheep  Camp  district,  Alaska,  and  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death  the  balance  of  the  premium 
had  not  been  paid.  After  Cole's  death,  plain- 
tiff paid  such  balance  to  the  company,  through 
Newbegin,  who  received  it,  not  knowing  of 
Cole's  death,  and,  having  subsequently 
learned  of  it,  offered  to  return  the  amount  so 
received,  which  offer  the  plaintiff  refused  to 
accept.  The  case  was  tried  in  the  superior 
court  before  a  special  judge  selected  by  the 
parties,  and  from  a  judgment  in  plaintiff's 
favor  the  company  has  appealed. 

THE    DECISION. 

Adopting  that  theory  which  is  most  favor- 
able to  the  appellant,  we  think  the  action  is 
upon  the  written  policy,  modified  by  the  pre- 
liminary agreement,  under  which  the  pro- 
vision contained  in  the  application  in  ref- 
erence to  the  prepayment  of  the  premium  was 
waived,  and  credit  given  for  the  unpaid  bal- 
ance, and  that  the  provision  of  the  policy  to 
the  effect  that  "none  of  its  terms  can  be  mod- 
ified, nor  any  forfeiture  under  it  waived,  save 
by  an  agreement  in  writing  signed  by  the 
president  or  secretary  of  the  company,"  never 
became  binding  or  effective,  because  it  never 
received  the  assent  of  the  assured,  who  had 
no  knowledge  of   it,    and    was   not   informed 


that  the  policy  to  be  issued  would  contain  any 
such  provision. 

This  court,  in  the  early  case  of  Mesterman 
V.  Insurance  Co.,  5  Wash.  .'j29,  32  Pac.  4.58, 
recognizing  that  the  authorities  were  conflict- 
ing, adopted  the  rule  that  "an  insurance  com- 
pany is  estopped  from  asserting  the  invalidity 
of  its  policy  at  the  time  of  its  issue,  on  account 
of  the  violation  of  the  condition  of  such  policy 
or  the  application  therefor,  if,  at  the  time  it 
was  issued,  the  fact  of  such  violation  was 
known  to  the  company  or  its  duly-authorized 
agent'' ;  and  the  doctrine  thus  announced 
vFas  subsequently  reaffirmed  in  Hart  v.  Insur- 
ance Co.,  9  Wash.  620,  38  Pac.  213,  27  L. 
R.  A.  86. 

WRITTEN    TERMS    CONTROL. 

The  delivery  of  the  application  and  the  giv- 
ing of  the  receipt  must  be  regarded  as  con- 
temporaneous acts;  and,  where  it  is  apparent 
that  there  is  a  conflict  between  them,  we 
think  it  must  be  ruled  that  the  terms  of  the 
receipt,  which  was  wholly  in  writing,  must 
control  the  printed  terms  of  the  application 
which  conflict  with  it. 

Adopting  that  rule,  and  remembering  that 
the  assured  here  was  dealing  with  the  high- 
est officer  of  the  defendant  within  the  state, 
concerning  a  matter  which  was  within  the 
apparent  scope  of  the  authority  of  such  gen- 
eral agent  or  manager,  and  in  ignorance  of 
any  stipulation  contained  in  the  policy — 
which  was  not  then  before  him  or  open  to  his 
inspection — denying  the  right  of  such  general 
agent  or  manager  to  waive  statements  or  con- 
ditions contained  in  the  application,  it  must 
be  held  that  the  company  is  estopped  to  deny 
the  acts  of  its  agent  N.,  or  to  assert  the  in- 
validity of  the  agreement  made  by  him  with 
the  applicant ;  the  effect  of  that  agreement 
being  to  waive  the  condition  of  the  applica- 
tion, and  the  policy  subsequently  issued,  re- 
quiring prepayment  of  the  premium  as 
a  precedent  condition.  The  judgment  is 
affirmed.— Cole  v.  Union  Central,  60  P.  R.  68. 


"Syndicate"  Miller,  of  New  York,  was 
sentenced  to  ten  years'  imprisonment.  The 
Franklin  Syndicate  promised  to  pay  10  per 
cent,  a  week  on  deposits,  the  money  to  be  in- 
vested in  the  stock  markets.  A  daily  paper 
scores  the  schemers  and  their  victims. 
Which  reminds  us  that  we  have  in  our  scrap- 
book  an  editorial  clipping  fi'oni  this  same  daily 
paper  praising  a  "Guaranty"  swindle  which 
made  equally  extravagant  offers  to  the 
noodles  who  are  capable  of  believing  what 
they  read  in  yellow  journals. 
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Review  of  Life  Insurance  in  1899. 

CONNECTICUT   LIKE   OK    WATEKBUKT. 

This  company  went  into  the  hands  of  a  re- 
ceiver in  March,  and  on  April  7  the  court 
annulled  its  charter  and  terminated  its  cor- 
porate existence. 

THE   NATIONAL   LIKE   ASSOCIATION. 

Notwithstanding  the  reorganization  in 
Hartford  of  this  companj'"s  affairs,  it  has,  as 
was  foreshadowed  in  this  column  last 
year,  succumbed  to  the  inevitable.  The 
court  dissolved  the  corporation. 

THE    HAKTKOKD    LIFE. 

From  its  organization  in  1860  until  1880  the 
Hartford  Life  transacted  business  as  a  legal 
reserve,  old  line  company.  Then  it  began 
writing  insurance  upon  the  assessment  plan, 
with  an  auxiliary  attachment,  labeled  "a 
safety  fund."  In  March,  '99,  the  company  in- 
stituted another  change.  It  hereafter  will 
write  only  level-premium  policies. 

COVENANT   MUTUAL   OF   GALESBURG. 

By  transferring  business  from  the  assess- 
ment to  the  stipulated  premium  plan,  this 
Illinois  Odd  Fellows  association  tried  to  make 
a  brave  show  of  business  written.  But  the 
policyholders  were  wise  in  their  day,  and  at 
the  close  of  the  year,  by  a  unanimous  vote, 
accepted  the  liberal  reinsurance  offer  of  the 
Northwestern  Life  Assurance  Company  of 
Chicago.  The  Covenant  Mutual  lived  out  the 
allotted  time  of  assessment  associations. 

SECURITY    TRUST    AND    LIFE   INS.    CO. 

This  company,  though  incorporated  in  1871, 
began  business  less  than  five  years  ago.  It 
is  a  regular  legal  reserve  life  insui'ance  com- 
pany, duly  admitted  to  various  states.  In 
July  the  company  entered  California.  It  has 
some  $600,000  surplus,  and  writes  sub-standard 
as  well  as  standard  lives. 

THE    FIDELITY    MUTUAL  LIKE. 

Early  in  the  year  the  Fidelity  Mutual  Life 
of  Philadelphia  joined  the  ranks  of  the  old 
line  companies.  It  has  qualified  under  the 
legal  reserve  laws  of  the  states,  and  her'fe- 
after  it  will  maintain  the  full  legal  reserve. 
The  company  retains  as  a  base  the  fun- 
damental principles  of  the  Fouse  system  of 
life  insurance.  Judging  by  its  heavy  in- 
crease in  new  business  in  California — the 
largest  in  its  history — during  the  year,  the 
Fidelity  Mutual  Life  is  making  rapid  strides 
upward  under  the  new  conditions. 


MODERN    WOODMEN. 

After  ten  years  opposition  to  the  proposal  to 
create  a  reserve  fund,  many  of  the  woodmen 
now  realize  that  it  is  the  condition  of  con- 
tinued existence.  It  is  within  the  possibil- 
ities that  the  order  will  speedily  get  into 
line  on  a  sound  actuarial  basis. 

WOODMEN   OF   THE   WORLD. 

The  supreme  court  of  Missouri  sustained 
the  action  of  the  state  insurance  department, 
which  in  the  spring  of  '98  refused  the  associa- 
tion a  license.  The  court  held  that  the  chief 
officer,  or  "sovereign  commander"  of  the  order 
w-as  virtually,  and  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
a  life  officer;  hence,  it  followed  that  the  asso- 
ciation did  not  have  a  representative  form  of 
government. 

KNIGHTS   OF   PYTHIAS. 

At  the  last  annual  ses.sion  of  the  grand 
lodge  of  the  order,  the  members  expected 
much  to  be  accomplished  in  clearing  away  the 
clouds  that  have  been  hanging  for  some  time 
over  the  financial  affairs  of  the  order.  The 
judiciary  committee  of  the  grand  lodge,  how- 
ever, decided  that  nearly  every  act  of  the 
session  of  the  grand  lodge  was  unconstitu- 
tional. Since  then  the  clouds,  of  course,  have 
taken  on  a  murky,  threatening  appearance, 
without  a  streak  of  silver  in  the  lining. 

AMERICAN    LEGION    OF   HONOR. 

In  1890  this  legion  had  63,594  members  with 
$176,.'">23,500  insurance  in  force.  Its  new  busi- 
ness for  that  year  amounted  to  $12,322,500  from 
5,011  new  members.  Ten  years  later  the 
Legion's  roll  of  new  members  falls  short  of 
400.  Its  new  business  does  not  equal  $300,000, 
while  its  grand  roll  of  members  shows  a  total 
of  less  than  18,000,  with  insurance  in  force 
not  exceeding  $40,000,000.  To  fall  in  ten 
years  from  $176,500,000  to  less  than  $40,000,000, 
in  insurance  in  force,  is  a  decline  remarkable 
even  in  these  days  of  the  closing  year  of  a 
remarkable  centurj-. 

THE   ROYAL   ARCANUM. 

The  society  was  organized  in  1877,  and  is 
just  about  at  the  age  to  seriously  feel  its 
mortality  effects.  In  the  July  Coast  Review 
we  printed  a  table  which  shows  the  number 
of  members  at  each  age  of  the  Royal  Arcanum 
for  the  years  '97,  '98  and  1899,  on  January  1  of 
each  year.  In  this  the  average  age  of  1897 
was  40.41;  1898,  40.16;  1899,  41.75.  Of  mem- 
bers 40  years  old  and  under,  the  society  had 
103,043  Jan.  1,  '97;  Jan.  1,  '98,  101,896;  Jan.  1, 
'99,  93,083.  Of  members  more  than  forty 
years  old,  the  society  had  on  Jan.  1,  '97,    87,- 
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By  giving  them  Continental     | 
Safety  Fund  Policies.  \ 

Secured  by  net  surplus  of  over 
four  millions  of  dollars. 

Important  advantage  of  inspec- 
tion by  experienced  men. 

Prompt  attention  to  adjust- 
ments ensured  by  organized 
force  of  traveling  men  neces- 
itated  by  the  Company's 
large  business. 

Forty-two  millions  of  dollars 
paid  for  losses  since  organi- 
zation, and  nearly  fifty  years 
of  business,  are  guarantees 
of  fair  treatment. 

Every  honest  loss  claimant 
paid  one  hundred  cents  on 
the  dollar. 

No  Overhead 
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By  representing  the  Conti- 
nental. 

Does  not  write  over  the  heads 
of  its  agents. 

Has  no  "Annexes." 

Steadfastly  protects  its  loyal 
agents  against  dishonest  or 
unfair  practices. 

Will  make  a  commission  ar- 
rangement, sharing  with  you 
the  profits  of  your  agency. 

Liberally  furnishes  timely  ad- 
vertising matter. 

Gives  you  the  privilege  of 
writing  Tornado  Insurance. 
Has  a  fixed  policy  and  is  not 
a  "fair  weather  "  friend;  that 
is,  does  not  withdraw,  as 
many  companies  do,  when 
local  rate  wars  occur. 

Protects  Its 
Loyal  Agents 


Continental  Fire  Ins.  Co. 

Continetal  Building,  New  York. 
Rialto  Building,  Chicago,  Illinois. 


D.  W.  GRAVES,  Special  Agent  for  California, 

P.  O.  Box  2536  SAN  FRANCISCO,  Cal. 

F.  P.  WILSON,  Special  Agent, 

P.  O.  Box  926,  L05  ANGELES,  Cal. 

W.  A.  WILLIAMS,  Special  Agent, 

For  Washington,  Oregon  and  Idaho,  P.  O.  Box  750.  PORTLAND,  Ore. 

F.   H.  RHOADS.  Special  Agent, 

For  Colorado,  Wyoming,  Utah,  New  Hexicoand  riontana. 


P.  O.  Box  1432,  DENVER,  Colo. 
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•il8;  Jau.  1,  '98,  93,209;  Jau.  1,  '99,  96,101. 
This  explains  the  increase  in  average  age. 
The  older  men  staj',  and  come  in  to  stay. 
What  we  said  then  of  the  Royal  Arcanum  is 
applicable  iu  this  review,  and  is  as  follows: 
"There  seems  to  be  little  hope  for  a  postpone- 
ment of  the  end.  A  year  or  so  ago  it  pre- 
pared a  scheme  for  graded  rates,  but  the 
compromise  which  was  adopted  shows  no 
encouraging  results  in  the  latest  figures." 

THE    BUSINESS    IX    C.\LIFOKNIA. 

The  business  in  this  state  showed  an 
extraordinary  improvement  over  that  of  '98, 
after  making  due  allowance  for  the  local  in- 
dustrial obstructions  that  the  business  en- 
countered iu  the  latter  year.  The  number  of 
policies  written  in  '99  shows  a  gain  of  16.5  per 
cent.,  in  amount  20.2  per  cent.,  in  premiums 
19.8  per  cent.,  and  in  outstanding  insurance 
9.9  per  cent.,  while  iu  '98  the  payments  for 
losses  and  endowments  exceeded  by  $35,000 
the  payments  of  1899.  As  the  grand  totals  of 
the  American  compauies,  for  new  business 
written  in  the  United  States,  shows  a  gain 
for  the  year  of  about  12  per  cent.,  the  grand 
results  in  California  must  be  more  than  satis- 
factory to  the  companies  and  local  managers. 

MUTUAL     KESEKVE      FUND      LIFE      ASSOCI  ATION'.S 
FIGURES. 

Taking  up  the  figures  in  the  same  period  of 
this  the  largest  exponent  of  the  assessment 
scheme,  for  the  purpose  of  further  comparison 
between  a  year  of  abnormal  gains  by  the 
level-premium  companies,  and  a  year  of  nor- 
mal conditions  and  progress,  we  find  the  Mu- 
tual Reserve  Fund  Life  Association's  record 
of  its  business  in  California  is  of  a  still  more 
startling  nature  than  that  exhibited  by  the 
assessmenters  as  a  whole. 

ASSESSMENTEHS    IN    CALIFORNIA. 

There  are  iust  six  assessment  life  outfits 
filing  reports  with  the  commissioner.  Of 
the  authorized  six,  three  are  California  enter- 
prises. These  three  wi'ote  last  year  $2,945,- 
900,  while  the  three  of  other  states  wrote 
$1,335,500.  In  outstanding  insurance  the 
latter  three  have  $9,062,150,  whereas  the 
California  three  report  a  total  of  but  $3,115,- 
400.  Looking  backward  a  few  years  we  find 
that  with  fifteen  associations  reporting,  the 
new  business  in  '94  exceeded  $25,000,000,  and 
the  insurance  in  force  on  Jan.  1,  '95,  amounted 
to,  in  round  numbers,  $40,000,000.  In  addi- 
tion, there  were  eight  associations  authorized 
to  do  business  in  California,  who  did   not   file 


a  report  for  '94.  The  eight  easily  would  add 
fully  $10,000,0(;o  to  outstanding  insurance.  As 
against  the  '94-5  figures,  the  assessmenters 
wrote  last  year  an  amount  which  was  equal 
only  to  17  percent,  of  the  new  business  they 
were  able  to  write  five  and  six  years  ago. 
The  amount  of  insurance  in  force,  which  is 
the  real  barometer  of  faith  column,  has  exper- 
ienced in  the  intervening  years  an  extraor- 
dinary shrinkage  of  about  75  per  cent. 

•lANUARY    1,    1895,    AND    .lANUARY    1,    1900. 


New  business  In  1S94, 
$6,844,150. 

Premium  income  1894. 
$      89,483. 


New  business  in  1? 

$    496,500. 
Premium  income  iJ 

$        7.825. 


Ins.  in  force  Jan.  i,  1895,        Ins.  in  force  Jan.  i,  1900, 
$6,844,150.  $4,069,150. 

These  figures  show  that  the  new  business 
written  in  1899  is  only  equal  to  7.25  per  cent, 
of  the  business  done  in  1894,  while  the  prem- 
ium income  has  shriveled  to  but  a  shadow  of 
its  former  proportions,  or  to  8.75  per  cent,  of 
the  earnings  in  '94.  Of  outstanding  insur- 
ance the  figures  record  a  condition  of  crumb- 
ling decay,  as  they  show  the  association  now 
has  but  59.45  per  cent,  of  the  amount  it  had 
outstanding  on  January  1,  '95. 


Table    Showing    American    Companies'    Life 

Business  in  Foreign  Countries. 

Amount  in        I'rciii.s.  Re- 
Coinpauics.  Nu.— 189'.).        Force  18i)!).        Cfiveil  ]8'.)9. 

Equitable  Life  .  82,845  $267,047,747  $10,199,654 

Germania  Life  28.052  38,407,949  i. 615. 157 

Mutual  Life     .  .  66,612  162,625,185  7,120,167 

New  York  Life  .  83,050  253.840,670  11,715,407 

Totals  ....  260,559       $721,521,551        $30*650,385 
The  above  table  shows  that  the  business  in 
foreign  countries  has  increased. 

luereascfl  Aniouut  of  Ins 

Premiums.  Increased. 

Equitable $306,148  $  5,325,040 

Germania 33,191  1,622,431 

Mutual 604, 5t9  18,034,775 

New  York 979,719  22.464,125 

Unitarian  Cllkuy.man's  Insurance.-  The 
late  Dr.  Martineau  insured  his  life  for  £1000 
in  the  year  1'828.  He  paid  twenty-nine  pre- 
miums of  £23  11  0,  and  then  commuted  the 
futui-e  payments  for  £298  10  0.  His  total  pay- 
ments were  £981  9  0.  The  policy  remained  in 
force  for  seventy-two  years.  The  total 
amount  payable,  with  "bonuses,"'  at  death, 
was  £4331. 

Department  stoke  rates  iu  New  York  city 
have  been  advanced  50  per  cent. 


244 


The   Coast   ReVlevO 


■«6'Jj7  i 

ui  ssduisnfi  aid^i  | 


COM^-vO'l-rOO'S- 

O    CM    04    O    01    t^l/^Ot^G^ 

M   O  O    O    in  " 
00   O^  t^  lO  lO^O 

oo  ^  "0  a> 
o  o^^  o 

lO 

o 

00 

Tj-  lO  t^  04  CC    ^.\D   -q- 

O    >-•   -f^    01   01    t^  t^  O    lO 
•^»  \D    t^  "    t^OO    IC  "    0) 

lO  '-'    t^OO    04    -i- 
rO  04    O    04    t^  Tt 

oc  OOOVO 
•^  ro  04    fO 

o 

CI    ►-.                        VO    M    ■I 

00  d>  o'  lo  lo  oJ  looo  vo 

04   tovO  "   HI   O  t^ 

-^                  04 

t^  r<5  r<5  O    O  t^ 

t^  CM:-.  " 

01 

•6'esr 

1(1.  ssainsrtjj  iwaAT 


Tj-t^04  ooccoo  a> 

3D  -T  ro  <^  6  ""  ►^  c^ 
O  lOOiO^lOO  "^t^ 
O  t^.OI    ►-    ►-    rD  LO  r^ 


M00.1O04   OGO    lOfO"    t^ 


lO  r'^sC  r^  -^  04 


MO    lO  t^  O  ■- 


ro  "    O^CO    f^  O        -^  O  04  GO 
..    _.  .-  .. ^    ^^    ^ 


TTt^t^f^"   fOt^"^ 


in  o  o  o^  o  CT>  t-^  - 


■S6SI  '18  '^^a 

30MI^     HI    dDHV.inSU] 


04  o  t^oo  o  -*  -^  a^ 

r004i0l>'0r0'*r<2 
I     O^  rncx;   "000   —  00   "0 

1    oT  uo  uo  ■ 

I     O^  "0  O    I--    - 
ro  O    rO  ^O  O 

1    uD  M  Tf  ■-■  looo  r^  t^ 


lO  (T)  04    u-jOO   Th  O  00         M    04    C   t^OO    O 


c<100   -^OO  00   t>  lO  lO  04    rn 

vo  'fvd  aT  lovo  yo'  "  i-^  oT 

O   t^^O    t^  l^  O^  lOOO   04    « 
^  lO  «  ^    >0  T)-\D    04    O    t^ 


t^-*VO   fO 


Tl-  O    lO  04    t^  " 

04   t^  ro  a-  "   04 
lO  "  t^  lO  in  ■^ 


int^iO-^O  O  O  rft^ 


lO  01    M   to 
O   lN>o"  04" 


'30M)^  m  gjiiv.intDij 


ro  10  O   too   0-4   "   10 

t^  04    i-<    t~-00    04    ■rt  rO 

rO  m  04    04   -^  ■^  On'O 


lOOO^G^cOO^   fOcOlO 


O   •-•>*•  Q   O^  04 
OC'  ro^   O  04  04 

10  lOT  "    t^  ■rf 


O    O    04    04 


■10       O  \0  CO 


rO~VD>£)    'S-'^O    04 

00  cf<y»-*o"Tf-rCcf 


fOvO   t^  t^  t^  0^ 


lOOO    t^04    04    0^a-•*0^t^ 


rr;vO  00   o 
04    Cn  O    fO 

hT  UO  (5  t^ 


•,s;()i«yi(aj/ 


04  o^jo  /:>  "  T)-  —  to 

-i-O    O    lOtou^^iO 


O  04  I-  o  o^-t^oo  1-^  -^vo 
VO  ^   "  Tl-VO   O  O  00  o  to 

t-^  t-^  10  r^MD  10  i>-  M-  tooo 


t^tj-  O  ^O  -^04 
04  O  t^  i-i  O  O^ 
vd    1-^  10  IT)  t^  tJ- 


•rl-O    lO  04   M    -         l^O)  00  00 
04C^tO"OT)-        C^OO^tO 

04t^d>odd      oioooid^ 


■pajs.isaj/  muiuti) 


w       •    10  •+  I 


O  "  o  o  o  o 
000000 

.    O   >0  10  lO  O  VO 

"  vd'  to  toocT  o" 


UO  O   O   O        00    O    lO 


OC00^U^l^l0  04t0  OO^  t^^O    O  ^    04    ■-'    04    I^ 

C4OM^O^tO01t^  -  -  "'  ~^-- 


piDJ    Sl«IW/j 


to  O^  to  to  tooo  o  -^ 

'  'j-  04 


•*  O  00  \0    -r)-  1 

Tf  to  n-\0  M_    -         

r^04^vo  r^o  o  U-.  u-> 

i-T  >^  Tt-oo'  ►-''  04'  ^f  10 


GO    Tf  i-(    to  OVD 


04  VO  04  .0  I  to 
to  10  tovO  "^ 
\0   ^  to  " 

t-^od  t^  d 

a^oo  ^  o 
to\o  t^  to 


04      l-H  t-i  M 


■fs.upiotiH-xm;  i  10 

0)  spitapja.ifj  I   J:;- 


W 


WO 


;j 

D      . 

-u 

JS   >, 

^ 

c3  *^ 

0) 

0 

a<5 

OW^ 

..^^  ^:   i^   ^   ^y        'T3        w 


O 


-  43  s  M     '  m 

•  a  aj  0)        -iS  >-<  -►^ 

E     *-■■?_-— c«coS: 

O        03   ;i  cS  cS   CW>H   2 

rto*=*2^53a)a3o 


H 

=a 

a 

hJ 

> 

<s 

C/J 

0 

.    •  a 

c 

>i  <o 

(U 

't3't3 

«  03  OJ 
pug 


8 


a  oj  j2 


SJsSiig   -S'S-s, 


t«o=2==^>;o3«ia3o      v  s:  C  C  ii  ■:      acc^ 


The   Coast   ReVievO 


245 


Discrimination  Against  Policyholders. 

Tlllr:  TUAVELEHS  MAKES  KUBHEK-STAMP  CON- 
THACT!S  TO  MEET  COMPETITIOX — KEMAKKABLE 
COXCESSIOXS   TO   FAVORED    POLICYHOLDERS. 

The  president  of  the  Travelers  pleads 
guilty — but  doesn't  say  he  will  do  so  no 
more.  He  says,  in  extenuation:  ''Sev- 
eral mutual  companies  have  adopted  our 
non-participating  rates  and  give  cash  and 
paid-up  values  after  two  and  three 
years."  "'Our  crime  has  been  in  only 
doing  it  where  we  had  to  meet  the  com- 
petition of  other  companies."  In  other 
words,  the  Travelers  has  been  charging 
too  high  a  premium;  and  the  wise  appli- 
cant gets  an  advantage  over  the  cred- 
ulous applicant  and  the  old  policyholder, 
and  is  given  a  rubber-stamp  cash  value 
guarantee  which  does  not  appear  on  the 
ordinary  printed  policy.  President  Bat- 
terson  says:  "It  looks  as  though  [if]  we 
will  [shall]  be  compelled  to  make  them 
[revised  rates]  fit  the  concessions  which 
so  many  companies  make."  Of  course, 
the  Travelers  must  keep  abreast  with 
the  times,  or  go  out  of  business. 

President  Greene  of  the  Connecticut 
Mutual  has  written  a  letter  to  President 
Batterson,  on  the  subject  of  the  offense 
of  the  Travelers,  in  the  course  of  which 
he  says:  "It  goes  without  saying  that  this 
sort  of  competition  can  not  be  tolerated." 
Meantime,  the  Travelers  has  refused  to  in- 
struct its  agents  regarding  such  discrim- 
ination as  between  policyholders,  and 
some  will  receive  only  $345  cash  value  at 
the  end  of  five  years  and  others  will  re- 
ceive, on  the  same  kind  of  policy,  $000. 

Here  are  the  facts  in  the  case,  as  pre- 
sented by  Col.  Greene: 

Hartford,  Ct.,  March  22,  1900. 
Hon.  James  G.  Battehsox. 

Pi'esident,  The  Travelers  Insurance  Com- 
pany, Hartford,  Ct. 
Dear  Sir:  On  the  1.5th  instant  I  called  at 
your  office,  at  your  request,  and  had  a  con- 
versation respecting  the  Ti-avelers  policy 
No.  109,099,  recently  issued  on  the  life  of  a 
person  who  was  being  solicited  by  an  agent 
of  this  company,  which  policy  was  so  changed 
in  its  terms  and  conditions  from  those 
ordinarily  and  regularly  issued  as  to  make  a 


distinction  and  discrimination  in  favor  of  the 
individual  insured  under  that  policy  and 
against  other  insurants  of  the  same  class, 
therebj^  exposing  the  Travelers  to  the  pen- 
alty of  the  statute  forbidding  such  acts. 
Your  suggestion  to  me  was  that,  as  a  whole- 
some corrective  to  this  sort  of  competition  by 
some  companies,  we  should  prosecute  the 
Travelers  for  a  violation  of  the  law  in  this 
instance,  and  that  it  would  willingly  pay  the 
tine  and  consider  that  it  got  compensation  in 
the  restraining  effect  of  such  an  example. 

I  have  been  considering  your  suggestion 
with  all  the  reluctance,  both  personal  and 
oEBcial,  which  I  then  expressed.  I  do  not 
know  how  far  any  other  companies  have  been 
engaged  in  this  precise  form  of  competition, 
nor  can  I  judge  how  far  such  an  example, 
might  act  as  a  deterrent. 

I  have  been  inquiring  carefully  into  this 
manner  of  competition  by  the  Travelers  and 
into  all  the  facts  of  this  paiticular  case.  I 
find  this  is  a  twentj^  annual  premium  life  pol- 
ic.v  at  age  forty  ;  that  the  premium  charged 
in  it  is  the  Travelers  regular  published  rate 
for  that  age  and  kind  of  policy.  I  also  find 
that  the  undertakings  made  in  this  partic- 
ular policy  vary  materially  from  the  "terms 
and  conditions"  of  those  issued  generally  to 
"insurants  of  the  same  class,"  and  make 
more  of  a  "distinction  or  discrimination  in 
favor  of  individuals"  than  I  was  aware  of  at 
the  time  of  our  conversation.  The  printed 
form  of  this  policy,  and  the  one  which  is  pre- 
sumabh'  usually  issued,  provides  on  its  face 
that  "At  the  end  of  the  fifth  and  every  sub- 
sequent fifth  year  from  the  date  of  issue,  the 
cash  value  specified  in  table  of  'Cash  Sur- 
render Values'  indorsed  hereon  will  be  paid," 
etc.  In  policy  No.  109,099  the  first  "fifth"  is 
erased,  and  the  w-ord  "third"  substituted 
with  a  rubber  stamp,  and  the  second  "fifth" 
is  crossed  out ;  so  that  the  clause  reads,  "At 
the  end  of  the  third  and  every  subsequent 
year  from  the  date,"  etc.  It  thus  undertakes 
to  give  a  cash  value  at  the  end  of  the  third 
year  instead  of  the  end  of  the  fifth,  and' at 
the  end  of  any  year  thereafter  instead  of  at 
the  end  of  five  year  periods  only,  as  provided 
in  the  canvassing  literature  and  in  the  pol- 
icies ordinarily  issued  to  "insurants  of  the 
same  class." 

I  find  this  is  not  the  only  discrimination 
made  in  favor  of  the  individual  and  against 
insurants  of  the  same  class  by  this  policy. 
The  "Table  of  cash  surrender  values  indorsed 
hereon"  has  been  changed  to  make  a  further 
discrimination.    That  table  is  printed  on   the 
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policies  usually  issued  to  insurants  of  this 
class;  and  on  this  particular  form  for  age  40, 
the  cash  values  allowed  for  each  $1,000  insured 
were,  $i\9  at  the  end  of  5  years,  1177  at  the 
end  of  10  years.  $300  at  the  end  of  15  years, 
$501  at  the  end  of  20  years,  $562  at  the  end  of 
25  years,  |t)23  at  the  end  of  80  years,  $679  at 
the  end  of  35  years,  $732  at  the  end  of  40 
years.  These  figures  are  carefully  erased 
and  the  whole  form  of  the  table  is  then  crossed 
out  in  red  ink.  For  a  $5,000  policy  the  result 
of  this  table  would  be,  fifth  year,  $345;  tenth 
year,  $885;  fifteenth  year,  $1,500;  twentieth 
year,  $2,505;  twenty-fifth  year,  $2,810;  thir- 
tieth year,  $3,115:  thirty-fifth  year,  $3,395; 
fortieth  year,  $3,660.  Below  the  crossed  out 
printed  table  there  is  a  complete  blank  table 
put  on  with  a  rubber  stamp,  the  "j'ears  from 
date  of  issue"  being  a  part  of  the  stamp  im- 
pression and  running  from  3  to  40,  each  inclu- 
sive. The  words  "cash  surrender  values"  in 
this  rubber-stamp  table  are  in  rubber  type, 
but  the  figures  filled  in  under  them  and 
against  the  respective  "years  from  date  of 
issue"  are  made  with  a  pen.  They  start  with 
the  third  instead  of  the  fifth  year,  as  already 
stated,  and  are  inserted  for  each  year  to  the 
twentieth,  instead  of  the  tenth,  fifteenth  and 
twentieth  years,  and  for  each  fifth  year  there- 
after. The  table  made  with  rubber  stamp 
and  pen  can  therefore  be  compared  \tith  the 
regular  table  by  which  other  insurants  are 
dealt  with,  only  as  to  the  values  it  allows  at 
the  end  of  each  five-year  period.  They  run  as 
follows: 

Cash  value  for  $5,000  ,policy  by 
regular  table: 

5tli  year $   345 

loth      •'     885 

i5tli      ■■      ,. 1,500 

20th      '■ 2,505 

25th     " 2,810 

30th      "      3,115 

35th      '■      3.395 

40th      ■■      ...    3,660 

Cash  value  for  $5,000  policy  by 
rubber-slamp  table: 

5th  year $   600 

loth      " 1,365 

i5tli     '■ 2.245 

20th     '■ 3,280 

25th     ■• 3,565 

30th     ■• 3,830 

35th     "        4,070 

40th      '        . 4,295 

That  is:  Policy  No.  109.099  makes  a  dis- 
crimination ill  favor  of  its  holder  and  against 
other  insurants  of  the  same  class  of  $255  in 
the  fifth  year,  $480  in  the  tenth  year,  $745  in 
the  fifteenth    year,    $775     in    the   twentieth 


year,  $755  in  the  twenty-fifth  year,  $715  in  the 
thirtieth  year,  $675  in  the  thirty-fifth  year 
and  $635  in  the  fortieth  year. 

This  policy  makes  a  further  discrimination 
in  favor  of  its  holder  and  against  other  insur- 
ants of  the  same  class,  in  the  matter  of  paid- 
up  insurance.  The  amounts  in'  the  table  of 
paid-up  values  for  age  forty,  printed  on  the 
policy  and  referred  to  in  it,  have  been  erased 
and  other  amounts  written  in.  Without  going 
into  full  detail,  the  following  gives  the  dis- 
crimination made  in  favor  of  this  $5,000  policy 
as  against  those  advertised  and  presumed  to 
be  issued  to  other  insurants  of  the  same  class: 

Regular  paid-up  values,  on  $5,000 
20  P.   Life  policy. 

3d    year $  695 

4th     " 925 

Stb      ■' 1. 155 

6th     ■' ■ 1,385 

7th      '• 1,615 

8th     ■■ 1,840 

9th      •■ 2,065 

loth      ■      2,290 

nth     " 

i2th     "     

13th      •■ 

14th      •     

15th     ■• 3,405 

i6th      •' 

17th      ■• 

iSth      •• 

igtb     " 4, 31^5 

Paid-up  values  on  policy  No. 

109,099,    $5,000. 

3d     year $    750 

4lh     " 1,000 

5th     '■ 1,250 

6th     " 1,500 

7th      " 1,750 

8th     " 2,000 

9th     •' 2,250 

loth      '• 2,500 

nth      " 2,750 

i2th      " 3,000 

13th      '■ ' 3,250 

14th      •• 3.500 

i5tli      " 3-750 

i6th      '' 4,000 

17th     '■ 4,250 

i8th     '• 4,500 

19th     " 4,750 

There  is  every  reason  10  believe  that  this 
case  is  only  one  of  many  such  now  being  issued 
by  the  Travelers.  Its  agents  are  freelj'and 
confidently  offering  to  have  the  terms  and  con- 
ditions of  its  policies  modified  to  meet  those 
offered  by  other  companies.  Of  course  no 
agent  can  himself  make  any  change  in  apolicy. 
Policy  No.  109,099  was  notchanged  by  an  agent, 
it  was  changed  by  the  ofticers  of  the  company 
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itself,  at  its  home  office.  The  ag-ent  can  offer 
and  deliver  only  what  the  company  authorizes 
him  to  offer  and  furnishes  him  to  deliver. 
The  matter  is  therefore  absolutely  in  your 
hands.  If  you  forbid  your  office  to  make  any 
"distinction  or  discrimination  in  favor  of  in- 
dividuals between  insurants  of  the  same 
class,"  none  will  be  made.  The  rubber-stamp 
tables  will  disappear.  No  subordinate  would 
dare  assume  such  a  responsibility,  unauthor- 
ized. 

Now,  what  we  want  is  not  to  punish  the 
Travelers  for  breaking  the  law,  but  that  it 
should  hereafter  obey  the  law  ;  and  that  is  a 
question  of  the  will  of  its  officers.  They  can 
obey  it  if  they  will;  and  I  am  unable  to  see 
how  it  is  g'oing  to  assist  any  feebleness  of  res- 
olution on  their  part  that  we  should  invoke 
the  penalty  of  the  law  for  what  has  been  de- 
liberately don6.  A  prosecution  of  the  Trav- 
elers by  the  Connecticut  Mutual  would,  of 
course,  be  a  striking  novelty,  and,  perhaps,  a 
somewhat  impressive  one;  but  if  it  were 
known  that  the  action  was  suggested  by  the 
Travelers  for  the  general  good  as  well  as  for 
its  own  discipline,  the  affair  might  smack  of 
the  theatrical  if  not  of  the  burlesque. 

It  goes  without  saying  that  this  sort  of 
competition  can  not  be  tolerated  either  by 
companies  which  abide  strictly  by  their  pub- 
lished terms  and  conditions  and  make  no  dis- 
criminations between  insurants  of  the  same 
class,  or  by  those  insurants  against  whom 
such  discriminations  have  been  made,  should 
they  become  awai-e  (as  they  are  likely  to  do) 
of  the  wrong  done  them.  But  the  continuance 
or  discontinuance  of  this  sort  of  competition  is 
a  matter  of  your  own  absolute  free  will. 
And  there  we  pi-efer  to  leave  it  for  the  mo- 
ment, letting  bygones  be  bygones  so  far  as  we 
are  concei-ned,  and  awaiting  such  action  by 
you  as  will,  I  trust,  forever  end  your 
exposure  to  the  penalties  of  the  law. 
Respectfully  yours, 
Jacob  L.  Greene,  President. 


Los  Angeles. --John  Satterwhite,  trustee 
of  the  estate  of  Henry  Fulkerson,  bankrupt, 
is  suing  J.  C.  Brown,  Mrs.  K.  E.  Gibbs  and 
Henry  Fulkerson,  to  set  aside  the  conveyance 
of  a  fire  insurance  policy  for  $200.  Fulkerson 
had  a  little  printing  outfit  insured,  which  was 
partially  destroyed  by  fire  last  July.  Before 
he  filed  his  bankruptcy  papers,  however,  the 
policy  was  conveyed  to  Mrs.  Gibbs.  It  is  now 
alleged  the  transfer  was  made  in  hindrance 
and  delay  of  creditors  of  his  estate. — Times, 
May  2. 


Banquet  of  the  Western  $100,000  Club. 

On  April  25,  26,  and  27  the  members  from 
the  Western  states  of  the  One  Hundred 
Thousand  Club,  New  Yoi'k  Life  Insurance 
Company,  held  their  annual  convention  in  San 
Francisco.  Last  year  the  clubs  of  all  sections 
gathered  at  the  Thousand  Islands  in  the  St. 
Lawrence  river.  The  second  day  of  the  San 
Francisco  convention  was  feast  day.  The  ban- 
quet was  one  of  those  unique  affairs  the  club 
members  delight  to  indulge  in  once  every  year, 
for  the  reason  principally,  we  suppose,  that 
they  are  during  the  balance  of  the  year 
"keeping  everlastingly  at  it,"  knowing  that 
all  these  annual  outing  good  things  come  only 
to  "those  who  bustle  while  they  wait."  At 
the  banquet  board  there  was  much  discussion 
of  business  methods,  plenty  of  good  fellow- 
ship, while  wit  and  reason  flowed  continu- 
ously through  many  congenial  hits  at  the 
other  fellows.     How  could  it  be  otherwise? 

The  pleasures  of  the  table  we  get  at  through 
the  menu,  which  we  print  herewith  to  ex- 
plain. 

HuUres  de  California  sur  Coquilles,  creme  (3e 
pois  nouveaux  St  Germain,  olives,  radis,  amandes 
sales,  Jeune  saumon  au  gratin,  cucumbers,  pommes 
de  terre  nouvelles  sautees.  selle  d'agneau  gai'nie 
de  Haricots  Verts  panaches,  terrapin  facon  Balti- 
more, punch  Chartreuse,  pigeon  farcis,  Bardis 
Rotis,  pois  neuveaux,  asperges  froides,  sauce  Vine- 
graite,  glace  Napolitaine,  petits  fours  varies, 
fruits,  cafe  noir,  eau  mlnerale  de  Shasta  . 

What!  nowinej    Don't  you  believe  it  1 

The  following  officials  of  the  New  York 
Life  were  the  distinguished  guests  of 
the  evening:  D.  P.  Kingsley,  third 
vice-president;  John  C.  McCall,  secretary  of 
the  One  Hundred  Thousand  Club;  E.  R. 
Perkins,  inspector  of  agencies;  Col.  Alex.  G. 
Hawes,  manager  of  the  Pacific  Coast  depart- 
ment;  Charles  A.  McLane,  agency  dix'ector; 
and  C.  F.  Whitney  of  Los  Angeles. 

The  club  members  present  were:  Presi- 
dent Oliver  G.  Snow  ;  Vice-President  Chas. 
B.Wheeler;  Second  Vice-President  Wm.  T. 
Roberts;  Third  Vice-President  Bernhard 
Baurschmidt;  J.  N.  Benham,  W.  H.  Boothe 
Jr.,  James  M.  Cameron,  S.  J.  E:nanuels,  W. 
H.  Gehrkens,  R.  H.  Behrens,  J.  H.  Blagge, 
R.  E.  Brett,  F.  J.  Cressey,  Samuel  Frank, 
C.  H.  Gray,  R.  Halloran,  V.  P.  Hart,  V.  C. 
Holland,  Walter  L.  Larsh,  J  S.  McCormick, 
H.  H.  Harsha,  D.  Higgins,  H.  A.  Hovei-,  Chas. 
Maze  Jr.,  M.  McDonald,  F.  McFarland,  R.  H. 
McKaig,  W.  H.  Miller,  D.  C.  McCurdy,  S.  P. 
Panton,  A.  G.  Slocum,  F,  L.  Stinson,  E.  R. 
Smith,  Chas.  E.  Webb,  Frank  Walton,    C.  P. 
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Chandler,  C.  A.  Rohrabacher.  These  gentle- 
meu  all  wrote  from  $100,000  to  $200,000  busi- 
ness during  the  year. 

Taking  it  all  in  all,  the  1900  "meet"  in  San 
Francisco  was  a  delightful  event  for  the 
Western  One  Hundred  Thousand  Club.  Ev- 
erj'body  said  it  was  more  enjoyable  than  that 
of  the  Thousand  Islands  last  year. 


The  Home  Fire-proof  Department  Store  Fire. 

The  fire  started  from  an  unknown  cause — 
presumably  a  cigarette— on  the  fifth  floor, 
after  10  p.  m.  Though  the  building  was  a 
steel-frame  and  so-called  fire-proof  up-to-date 
structure,  the  flames  spread  rapidly  to  the 
floors  above  and  below.  The  fire  also  com- 
municated to  the  basement  by  way  of  a 
freight  elevator  and  the  endless  chain  pai'cel 
elevator  shafts,  which  have  unprotected 
communications  with  every  floor.  Prac- 
tically, all  inflammable  material  in  the  base- 
ment, fourth,  fifth  and  sixth  stories  was  con- 
sumed. The  damage  by  fire  to  both  building 
and  stock  is  only  nominal  on  the  first,  second 
and  third  floors,  but  the  water  damage  to  the 
stock  was  large. 

"While  this  fire  may  not  be  said  to  have 
demonstrated  much  that  is  new,  it  has 
duplicated  with  remarkable  accuracy  the 
lessons  taught  by  the  fire  in  this  same  build- 
ing in  1897,"  says  J.  F.  T.  Stewart. 

From  the  same  authority  we  quote  numerous 
faults  of  construction  as  follows : 

First.  The  roof  construction  was  too  light; 
and  the  steel  work  should  have  been  pro- 
tected in  the  attic.  The  weakest  point  was 
the  ceiling  of  the  sixth  floor. 

Second.  Plaster  on  expanded  metal  will 
not  resist  intense  heat  and  heavy  streams  of 
water.  The  channels  for  electric  wires  were 
totally  destroyed  on  the  upper  floors ;  these 
were  made  of  plaster  on  expanded  metal. 

Third.  The  three-inch  hollow  tile  fire- 
proofing  for  the  interior  columns  scaled  off, 
and  the  construction  was  not  sufficiently 
rigid. 

Fourth.  The  use  of  unprotected  sheet  iron 
strips  for  securing  the  fire-proofing  to  the 
under  side  of  girders  cannot  be  depended  on. 

Fifth.  The  use  of  open  well-holes,  eleva- 
tors, stairways,  chutes,  etc..  together  with- 
unbroken  areas,  are  fatal  to  the  success  of 
any  method  of  fire-proof  construction.  Eleva- 
tor shafts  of  brick  or  tile,  with  unpi'otected 
communications  at  every  floor,  are  but  little 
better  than  those  entirely  open. 

In  addition  to  the  above  items,  the  fire  of 
11^97  demonstrated  that  no  tanks  or  other  con- 


centrated weights  should  be  permitted  above 
the  roof  on  unprotected  steel  woi'k;  that 
metal  cornices  should  not  be  fastened  to 
wooden  lookouts  or  brackets,  and  that  terra 
cotta  trimmings  were  undesirable.  All  these 
points  were  used  to  good  advantage  in  the  re- 
construction of  the  building-,  and  have  saved 
the  underwriters  a  repetition  of  the  results 
of  the  1897  fire. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  feature  brought 
out  by  the  two  fires  is  the  disappointing 
action  of  the  tile  floor  arches  in  allowing  the 
lower  webs  to  scale  off.  This  fact  should  not 
create  over-confidence  in  the  patent  concrete 
floors,  as  they  have  not  yet  experienced  such 
severe  tests.  While  tests  on  sample  floors 
have  passed  off  satisfactorily,  the  ever  pres- 
ent danger  of  improperly  proportioning  and 
careless  mixing  of  the  ingredients  must  not 
be  overlooked ;  likewise  the  temptation  to 
rush  the  work  during  freezing  weather. 


Aggregate  Annual  Fire  Losses  in   the    U.    S. 
for  25  Years,  18754899. 

Aggregate  In- 
surance Loss. 
*      39,337,400 
31.874,500 


Years 

1875 

1876 

1877 

1878 

1879 

1880 

1881 

1882 

1883 

1884 

1885 

1880 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

189.") 

189f) 

1897 

1898 

1899 


Totals 


Aggregate 

Property  Loss. 

*      78,103,285 

(54,630,600 

68,365,800 

64,315,900 

77,703,700 

74,643,400 

81,280.900 

84,505,024 

100,149,328 

110,008,611 

103,818,796 

104,924.750 

120,283,055 

110,885,665 

123,046,833 

108.993,793 

143,764,967 

151,516,098 

167,544,370 

140,006,484 

142,110,333 

1 18,737,420 

116,354,570 

130,593,905 

153.597,830 


37,398,900 
36,575,900 
44,464,700 
43,535,000 
44,641,900 
48.875,131 
54,808,664 
60,679,818 
.57.430,709 
60,506,564 
69,659,508 
63,965,724 
73,679,405 
65,015,465 
90,576,918 
93,511,936 
105.994,577 
89.574,699 
S4, 689,030 
73.903,800 
(56,722, 140 
73,796,080 
92,(583,715 


#2,738,784,216        *1,605,382,243 


The  number  of  fires  in  1899  were  86,1.52,  and 
the  total  number  of  fires  in  twenty-five  years 
was  613,360.— From  the  Chronicle  Fire  Tables 
for  1900. 
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Morsels  From  the  California  Knapsack. 

A  small  loss  in  San  Francisco  had  been  appar- 
ently settled  the  day  before  tor  $27.50,  but  yester- 
day the  assured  came  in,  stating  that  his  landlord 
and  the  neighbors  had  told  his  wife  she  should 
have  at  least  950.  1  explained  that  that  was  out  of 
the  question,  but  finally  compromised  on  $35.  The 
assured,  a  most  courteous  and  apparently  well- 
educated  Swede,  was  muchpleased  and  said  before 
leaving:  "I  will  just  add  $15  to  this  and  hand  $50 
to  my  wife.  Of  course,  /  am  satisfied  for  I  am 
Swedish,  but  she  is  Irish,  and  I  sometimes  have  to 
do  these  little  things  for  the  sake  of  peace." 

We  arrived  at  the  hardware  store  about  the  same 
time,  and  he  turned  to  me  saying,  "You  are  vating 
to  see  IMr.  Lee,  yes?"  "Yes,"  I  replied,  "but  as 
you  are  no  doubt  anxious  to  take  the  next  train 
you  had  better  speak  with  him  before  I  do."  He 
thanked  me  and  said.  "May  I  ihkvire  vat  line  you 
are  in,  sir?"  "Buying  ashes,"  I  replied.  "Buying 
aashez  1"  he  repeated  with  a  puzzled  air,  "You  are 
der  first  man  I  haf  ever  met  vat  puys  aashez !  Do 
you  make  lye  out  of 'em?"  "Well,  yes,"  I  replied 
"there  generally  is  a  good  deal  of  lie  in  them."  Mr. 
Lee  coming  up  at  that  moment  confirmed  my  state- 
ments, and  the  drummer  smilingly  extended  his 
hand,  saying,  "Mine  frient,  let  me  shake  hands  mit 
you.    I  sell  stoves  !" 

It  was  my  misfortune  to  slop  at  a  certain  little 
hotel  in  the  Walla  Walla  valley  for  one  full  day. 
and  the  meals  were  all  very  much  alike.  "Tea  or 
coffee?"  said  a  tall,  severe,  angular  woman,  as  I 
seated  myself  at  a  small  table  with  an  oilcloth 
cover,  and  looked  up  at  the  smoking  coal-oil  lamp 
overhead.  I  was  given  no  other  choice  of  fare,  and 
she  returned  in  a  few  minutes  with  some  invalid 
coffee,  some  fried  potatoes  floating  in  grease,  one 
doughy  biscuit,  some  pickled  cabbage,  the  whittle- 
ings  of  a  hock  of  ham  and  two  blood-red  egg-shaped 
objects  in  a  small  dish.  "What  are  they?"  "Hard 
boiled  eggs  with  their  shells  off,"  she  snappingly 
answered.  "Did  they  bleed?"  I  inquired.  She 
gave  me  a  frosty  look.  "Certainly  not !  They  were 
just  pickled  in  the  same  water  with  the  beets  !" 

Speaking  of  eggs  reminds  me  of  the  hotel  in 
Eastern  Oregon  familiarly  known  as  "The  Wash 
House."  We  had  ordered  poached  eggs  for  break- 
fast and  after  considerable  delay  the  waiter  re- 
turned and  said,  "I'm  sorry,  sir,  but  the  cook  says 
the  eggs  won't  poach  well  this  morning,  but  I 
can  bring  you  some  very  nice  scrambled  eggs  or  an 
omelette." 

It  was  our  Chinese  solicitor  who  came  to  me  with 
a  policy  "returned  not  wanted,"  because  as  he  ex- 
plained with  tiresome  volubility,  the  assured  had 
said  the  rate  was  too  high. 

"Oh,  tell  him  he  is  a  blanked  fool,"  said  I. 

"No!  he  no  blank  fool  1  He  Lady,'"  said  the  celes- 
tial. 


Written  To  Board  Company  By  Arizona 
Agent.— And  if  you  think  1  have  broken  the  rules 
why,  I  will  turn  the  office  over.  The  office  consists 
of  a  policy  register  and  about  twenty  blotters. 
Have  not  secured  a  policy  yet. 

Gents  Dec.  7  x  1899. 

I  want  for  a  reducton  Rate  on  my  Planig  Mill  or 
Furtur  Factor  cor.  Hugh  &  Devison  this  City  last 
year  it  was  5%  now  7' 2x0  it  seems  like  a  rais  has 
ocured  I  though  5%  was  high  for  the  fact  that  we 
did  not  run  the  Shop  10  Days  in  all  Last  year  nor 
prhap  it  will  not  run  more  than  that  this  Next 
year. 

We  put  in  a  new  Bale  [Boiler?]  and  made  a  little 
more  room  about  12  X  14  New  pot  is  also  Covered 
with  Iron  rooing.    Yours  truly. 

"What's  your  line?" 

"Fire  insurance."' 

"Mine  is  similar.  I  travel  for  the  Smith  Col- 
lection Bureau  of  Chicago." 

"Um-m.  What  kind  of  wood  is  that  bureau  made 
of?    It  can't  be  poplar?" 

"No,  mostly  willow  veneered  with  chestnut." 

"How  does  it  happen,"  asked  the  special  agent, 
"that  we  haven't  had  a  word  from  you  for  six 
months;  have  you  given  up  insurance?" 

"Well,  I  should  say  not,"  replied  the  local, 
proudly;  "look  at  that  batch  of  daily  reports  of 
business  I  have  written  for  you !  there  are  eighteen 
of 'em;  all  in  regular  order." 

"Why  didn't  you  send  them  in?" 

"Didn't  know  I  had  to— was  waiting  for  you  to 
come  around." 

"Gi'eat  Scott  1    Where's  the  money?" 

"O,  the  moneys  Well,  you  see  I  had  to  use  that 
to  live  on,  but  you  will  find  the  reports  are  all 
straight." 

"This,"  said  the  general  adjuster,  "is  the  only 
job  I  have  ever  had  where  the  company  doesn't 
worry  when  I'm  not  at  work." 

In  a  general  mercandise  store  at  Sunol,  Cal., 
printed  cards  were  prominently  displayed,  giving 
instructions  to  employes  as  follows: 

In  case  of  fire,  save  contents  in  this  order: 

First— Ribbons. 

Second — Show-cases. 

Third— Clothing. 

Fourth— Bolts  of  goods. 

Fifth— Shoes. 

Sixth— Safe. 

Seventh  —Yourselves. 

The  store  burned,  and  the  loss  was  nearly  total, 
for  the  clerks,  in  their  haste,  read  the  rules  from 
the  bottom  up,  and  saved  nothing  but  themselves. 

A  San  Diego  agent  insured  a  lot  of  hives  lately, 
and  very  properly  rated  them  as  "B" buildings. 

Our  agents  at  San  Jose  recently  wrote  a  line  on 
the  Lick  Observatory  and  classed  it  as  a  "C" 
building— and  they  were  right. 
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Royal    Exchange   Assurance. 

ANNUAL  STATEMENT  SHOWS  INCREASED 
ASSETS  AND  LARGE  GAIN  IN  PREMIUM 
INCOME. 

The  home  office  statement  of  the  Royal 
Exchange  Assurance  was  filed  promptly 
with  the  California  insurance  depart- 
ment. It  is  a  comprehensive  statement, 
and  is  explicit  as  to  all  details  of  the  con- 
dition and  affairs  of  this  great  old  com- 
pany. 

The  totals  are  as  follows:  Assets,  $24.- 
190,724;  net  surplus,  $5,581,213;  policy- 
holders' surplus.  $9,027,312;  fire  premium 
income,  $2,700,909;  fire  losses,  $1,576,797; 
loss  ratio,  58.3. 

These  figures  show  that  the  Royal 
Exchange  fared  exceedingly  well  indeed 
last  year.  Its  good  fortune  is  the  moi-e 
conspicuous  when  the  ill  character  of  the 
year  for  fire  insurance  generally  is  con- 
sidered. A  loss  ratio  of  only  58.3  in  1899 
is  remarkable. 

The  increased  business  brought  in- 
creased liabilities,  of  course,  and  so  there 
was  a  slight  falling  off  in  surplus  funds, 
though  that  counts  for  naught  when 
dealing  with  millions.  The  expense 
ratio  was  small,  and  apparently  lower 
than  in  the  pi-evious  year,  leaving  good 
net  results. 

The  United  States  branch  of  the 
Royal  Exchange,  under  the  direction  of 
Manager  Robert  Dickson,  of  New  York, 
increased  its  premium  income  35  per 
cent,  last  year.  It  was  a  hot  year  in  the 
American  fire  insurance  world,  but  the 
Royal  Exchange  fared  far  better  than 
the  avei-age.  both  in  losses  paid  and  in 
losses  incurred. 

On  the  Pacific  Coast,  iindei"  the  associate 
management  of  Frank  W.  Dickson  and 
Edward  Hall,  the  Royal  Exchange  had 
an  incurred  loss  ratio  of  only  39.4  per 
cent.,  and  the  losses  paid  ratio  was  barely 
more. 

The  Royal  Exchange  Assurance,  as  our 
readers  genei'ally  are  well  aware,  is  one  of 
the  oldest  insurance  companies  in  the 
vvoi-ld.  Its  age  is  180  years.  It  is  rich  in 
histoi-y,  fi-om  the  inception  of  modern  fire 


underwriting,  and.  is  equally  rich  in  those 
conservative  traditions  and  practices 
which  insure  stabilltj'  and  solid  resources. 
It  ranks  among  the  foremost  fire  offices  in 
gross  fii'e  assets,  having  in  round  numbers 
some  eleven  millions  of  dollars  in  ad- 
dition to  the  funds  of  its  life  insurance 
branch. 

We  have  just  stated  that  the  age  of 
the  Royal  Exchange  is  180.  but  one  of  the 
two  coi'porations  which  united  and  subse- 
quently took  the  present  name  from  the 
celebrated  Royal  Exchange  building  in 
London,  in  which  it  had  its  general 
offices,  began  in  1564. 


Canadian  Fire  Business. 

The  annual  report  of  Supt.  W.  Fitz- 
gerald, of  Ottawa,  has  just  been  received. 
It  has  a  special  interest  at  this  time,  be- 
cause of  the  Hull  conflagration. 

Last  year's  Canadian  fire  premiums 
were  $7,925,612,  with  $5,178,759  losses. 
This  is  a  loss  ratio  of  about  65  per  cent., 
leaving  virtually  no  profit  in  the  business. 

From  1869  to  1899  inclusive  the  prem- 
iums have  amounted  to  $148,476,714,  and 
the  losses  to  $101,634,769,  or  about  69  per 
cent. !  The  companies  as  a  whole  have 
lost  money  in  Canada. 

This  year's  losses  will  doubtless  be  con- 
siderably more  than  the  entire  premium 
income,  bringing  the  average  since  '69 
up  to  70  per  cent,  of  the  premium  income. 

The  British  companies  loss  ratio  in 
Canada  last  year  averaged  68.1  per  cent.: 
Americans.  63. (i;  Canadian,  only  52.3. 

The  Royal  leads,  with  $61.3,986.  Among 
the  home  companies,  the  British  Amer- 
ica and  the  Western  easily  lead.  Their 
combined  Canadian  premiums  exceed 
$711,000. 


Dawson  is  a  back  number.  A  private 
letter  from  there  says  it  is  fit  only  foi- 
the  insurance  company  that  never  ad- 
vertises. 


Mutual  fire  insurance  contracts  may 
be  said  to  be  guilt-edged.  The  manager's 
know  that  few  of  the  claims  thereunder 
will  ever  be  paid. 
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STATEMENT 

Of  the   Conililion    and  Affairs  of  tho 

ROYAL  EXCHIINCE  ASSURANCE 

Of  Londoo,  England. 
— ^-(g     JANUARY  I,    1900.     ®H^ 


Amount   of  Capital   Stock,   paid   up  in   Cash     .     .     .    $3,446,099.45 

ASSETS. 

Real  Estate  owncilby  Company $  1,084,848,20 

Loans  on  Bonds  and  Mortgages 4.963,751.70 

Cash  Market  Value  of  all  Stocks  and  Bonds  owned  by  Company 13,249,94.5.00 

Amount  of  Loans  secured  by  pledge  of  Bonds,  Stocks  and  other  marketable  securities 

as  collateral 3,737.220.75 

Cash  In  Company's  Office  and  In  Banks 386,026.25 

Interest  due  and  accrued  on  all  Stocks  and  Loans 167,853.70 

Premiums  In  due  Course  of  Collection 523,680.20 

Bills  receivable,  not  Matured,  taken  for  Fire  and  Marine  Klsks 16^589.05 

Rents  due  and  accrued 824.15 

Marine  Salvages 59,986.25 


Total.  Assets $'J4,190,7^4.!iS 

LIABILITIES. 


Losses  adjusted  and  unpaid i 

Losses  in  process  of  Ad.justnient  or  in  Suspense    > 

Losses  resisted,  including  exTienses \ 

Gross  premiums  on  Fiie  Kisks  running  one  year  or   less.  $979,536.64:  re-Insurance  50  per  cent. 
Gross  premiums  on  Fire  IJlsks  running  more  than  one  year,  $465,490.86:  re-insurance  pro  rata 

Gross  premiums  on  Marine  Time  Risks,  $.386, 108.20;  re-insurance  50  per  cent 

Liability  under  Life  Department 13 

Income  Tax 

All  other  demands  against  the  Company 


I     341,936.05 


489,768.32 
376,925.46 
193,054.10 
,199.353.40 
8.145.85 
654,228.20 


Total  Liabilities $l5,l(i3,411.:iS 

Capital  paid  up :i,44(i,Oit9.45 

NET  SURPLUS Ji,381,'JlS.4'J 


SURPLUS  AS   TO  POLICY HOLDKRS 


$'44,lVO,7'^4.H5 


INCOME. 


NetCash  actually  received  for  Fire  premiums $2,097,515.00 

Net  Cash  actually  received  for  Marine  premiums 603,394.00 

Received  for  Interest  and  dividents  on  Bonds,  Stocks,  Loans  and  from  all  other  sources  .   .   .     795,534.65 
Received  for  Life  premiums  and  annuilies 1,448,712.95 

Total  Ineonie $4,945,15(i.fiO 

EXPENDITURES. 

Net  amount  paid  for  Fire  Losses $1,135,793.35 

Net  amount  paid  for  Marine  Losses 441,004.00 

Dividends  to  Stockholders 481,345.15 

Paid  or  allowed  for  Comlsslon  or  Brokerage 348,022.70 

All  other  payments  and  expenditures 1,816,507.00 


Total  Expenditures $4,'4!i!i,(i7ii.'JO 

LOSSES   PAID,   OVER   $187,000,000.00 

HEAD  OFFICE   UNITED  STATES,  ...  100  William  Street.  New  York 

ROBERT   DICKSON,   General  Manager. 

PACIFIC    DEPARTMENT,  ...  501  Montgomery  Street.  San  Franci.sco- 

FRANK   W.   DICKSON,  Ussociate   Managers. 
EDWARD    HALL,  f 


^ 


^ 


\iil 


The    Coast   ReVie\K> 


a 


Accident  Tabic. 
The  interested  readei*  should  glance  at 
our  table  of  California  pei-sonal  accident 
business,  printed  on  another  page.  He  is 
cautioned  to  bear  in  mind  the  fact  that  a 
number  of  the  companies  do  a  liability,  a 
plate-glass,  or  a  surety  business,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  figures  given.  One  of  them, 
the  Union  Casualty  &  Surety,  has  just 
begun  to  make  a  specialty  of  individual 
accident  business.  The  London  Guar- 
antee shows  an  extraordinary  falling  ofT 
in  business;  but  this,  we  are  sure,  is  not 
the  fault  of  its  general  agent.  Several 
companies  report  remarkable  gains.  The 
United  States  Casualty,  which  success- 
fully resisted  the  Page-Brown  claim,  in- 
curred small  losses  otherwise;  but  that 
company  withdrew  from  the  state — 
wisely,  as  we  believe. 


Casualty  and  Surety  Notes. 

The  Ocean  Accident  &  Guarantee,  rep- 
resented in  the  East,  is  said  to  be  cutting 
rates  in  two  in  B^-ance,  and  offering  policy- 
holders a  bonus  of  25  ^av  cent,  besides. 
This  would  seem  to  be  a  good  company  to 

let  alone. 

*  * 

The  Bankers  Mutual  Casualty  of  Des 
Moines,  la.,  is  trying  to  persuade  Coast 
bankers  to  try  its  alleged  burglary  in- 
surance. The  little  lowan  has  $3, 216 cash; 
it  owes  its  promoters  $3,000,  has  $8,350 
unpaid  claims,  and  owes,  besides,  $2,882 
for  I'einsurance. 

*  * 

Two  REMARKABiuE  accidents  are  re- 
ported from  Hope,  Idaho.  There  was  a 
fire.  By  blowing  up  adjacent  buildings, 
one  store  was  saved.  One  man  afterward 
inspected  the  ruins  to  see  why  his  charge 
of  dynamite  had  not  exploded.  His 
curiosity  was  gratified.  The  charge  ex- 
ploded and  blew  him  some  distance  away. 
He  was  seriously  injured.  After  the  fire 
was  under  control  some  boys  were  walk- 
ing in  the  ruins,  when  Willie  Monroe  found 
a  loaded  pistol  near  the  Horning  house, 
and  while  handing  it  to  one  of  his  com- 
rades it  exploded,    hitting    Willie   in    the 


breast  and  killing  him  instantly.  The 
pistol  was  hot  at  the  time,  and  it  is  be- 
lieved the  cartridge  was  exploded  by    the 

heat. 

*  * 

The  late  New  England  Burglary  has 
finally  been  bui-ied.  The  stockholders  re- 
ceived altogether  80  per  cent,  of  their  capi- 
tal paid  in.  Still,  it  is  said  that  a  new 
company  is  writing  burglary  business  at 
lower  rates. 

*  * 

The  Preferred  Accident  reports  a  25 
per  cent,  increase  of  business  over  the 
same  time  last  year.  The  Preferred  has 
just  issued  a  new  policy  extending  total 
disability  benefits  fi-om  104  to  200    weeks. 

Tw^ENTY  workmen  were  injured  in  a 
falling  elevator  in  Chicago.  The  "alle- 
viator" was  insured  in  two  cut-rate  com- 
panies.    Damage  suits  will  be  brought  by 

the  sufferers. 

*  * 

In  the  past  six  years  the  Pacific  Mu- 
tual has  collected  $443,2^0  in  accident  pre- 
miums in  California  and  has  incurred 
only  $166,744  losses.  In  each  year  it  has 
led  all  other  companies  in  premiums.  It 
is  the  only  company  that  has  ever  writ- 
ten over  a  hundred  thousand  in  Cali- 
fornia accident  premiums  in  a  single  year. 

*  * 

The  Fidelity  &  Casualty  has  been 

advancing  steadily  in  California  business. 

*  * 

The  ^Etna  Life's  accident  depart- 
ment has  acquired  in  six  years  a  prem- 
ium income  in  California  equal  to  that  of 
the    oldest    company    in    six    times     the 

period. 

*  * 

A  MOST  shocking  disaster  occurred  in 
a  coal  mine  at  Scofield,  Utah,  last  week. 
x\n  explosion  of  gases  caused  the  almost 
instant  death  of  all  the  miners  at  work  at 
the  time— about  300.  The  responsibility 
for  the  accident  will  never  be  known,  for 
all  who  knew  are  dead.  The  explosive 
rush  of  air  from  the  main  tunnel  is  said 
to  have  blown  a  man  and  his  team  across 
the  gulch,  several  hundi-ed  feet. 


The   Coast   Rev'/ew? 


The  Frankfort  Accident  has  in- 
curred a  low  loss  ratio,  as  shown  by  the 
six  years'  figures  of  California  accident 
business  printed  elsewhere. 

*        * 

The  wife  of  an  American  official  in 
Havana  lost  her  life  from  an  extraor- 
diaarj'  cause.  She  tread  on  a  match, 
which  ignited  and  set  fire  to  her-clothing. 
The  unfortunate  woman  died   that  night. 


Proposed  State  Insurance. 

A  measure  in  the  Massachusetts  legis- 
lature provides  for  the  organization  of 
a  state  insurance  department,  to  pro- 
vide "at  cost"  indemnity  for  loss  by  fire, 
lightning  or  tornado.  Applications  are 
to  be  taken  by  assessors  when  they  list 
property.  In  the  absence  of  statistics, 
the  state  will  poach  on  the  insurance  pre- 
serves, and  write  at  two-thirds  the  average 
rates  in  the  locality.  The  county  com- 
missioners or  a  committee  of  three  citizens 
shall  act  as  adjusters.  Thus  at  one  sweep 
all  the  local  agents  are  to  be  swept  away 
with  a  hard,  hard  sweep  of  the  big  state 
broom.  When  a  state  like  staid  old 
Massachusetts  produces  a  socialist  legis- 
lator like  the  author  of  this  measui-e,  it 
maybe  time  to  regard  the  state  insurance 
project  seriously.  Local  agents  may  have 
to  go  into  politics  to  insui-e  common  sense 
in  insurance    legislation    affecting    them. 


American  Fire  Statistics. 

In  1899  the  New  York  stock  companies 
received  $33,393,41-4  premiums  and  paid 
$22,050,751  losses,  or  66.0  per  cent. 

Companies  of  othei*  states  collected 
^57,413,775  premiums  and  paid  $38,574,193 
or  67.2  per  cent,  losses. 

The  two  classes — total  American  report- 
ing to  New  York's  insurance  depart- 
ment— received  $90,807,189  premiums  and 
paid  $60,624,944  losses.  This  is  a  loss 
ratio  of  about  66.6  per  cent. 

United  States  branches  of  foreign  com- 
panies received  $43,643,450  premiums  and 
paid  $30,406,733  losses.  This  is  a  loss 
ratio  of  69.7  per  cent.  It  is  the  highest 
■of  the  three  classes. 

The  totals  of  all   three  for  nine  years 


are:  Premiums,  $1,124,596,308:  losses, 
$678,183,779;  loss  ratio",  60.3. 

For  nine  years  the  average  ratios  have 
been:  New  York  companies,  58.5;  other- 
state,  60.4;  foreign,  61.5. 

The  totals  of  all  three  for  1899  were: 
Premiums,  $134,450,639;  losses,  $91,031,- 
677:  ratio,  67.7. 

In  1891  the  percentage  of  business 
transacted  by  foreign  companies  was 
32.4.  In  1899  the  percentage  was  likewise 
32.4.    ■ 

In  every  one  of  the  nine  years  the  for- 
eign companies'  loss  ratio  was  higher 
than  the  American  companies'  loss  ratio. 


Scarcely  Canada  pass  without  some- 
body or  paper  punning  on  the  name  of 
the  burned  out  city  of  the  frigid  fringe. 
A  profane  man's  remark  is  unquotable. 
One  thinks  it  must  have  been  a  record 
breaker  as  a  single  marine  loss.  The  Hull 
of  the  town  was  burned,  says  another. 
Fire  wanted  the  Hull  thing,  says  yet  an- 
other. Another,  possibly  a  Kentucky 
vagabond,  thinks  the  kernel  may  have 
been  saved.  Too  much  lumber  in  that 
Hull,  mumbles  a  sailor-man.  Which 
moves  the  office  boy  to  ask,  Ottawa  to  be 
found  to  fit  the  punishment  to  the  ci-imeV 
It  is  very  sad. 

Fire  underwriting  prospects  in  the 
East  do  not  exhibit  any  favorable  signs. 
Losses  were  bad  enough  when  they  indi- 
cated a  loss  this  year  in  the  United  States 
equal  to  that  of  last  year;  but  on  the  heels 
of  this  depressing  conclusion  there  fol- 
lowed the  fifteen  million  fire  at  Hull,  Can- 
ada. It  will  not  be  surprising  if  the  losses 
there  result  in  some  changes,  such  as  con- 
solidation of  companies  or  withdrawals 
from  Canada,  where  fii'e  underwriting  has 
never  paid. 

The  home  office  building  of  the  Con- 
necticut Mutual  Life  is  to  be  enlarged  by 
an  addition  which  will  be  eight  stories 
high.  The  present  building  will  have  two 
stories  added  to  it,  and  a  new  entrance 
will  be  made. 

The  Hartford  Life  has  re-enteied  New- 
York  as  an  old-line  comnanv. 
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Extracts  From  Old  Coast  Reviews. 

There  was  some  very  plain  '"talk"  in 
the  advertisements,  as  well  as  elsewhere, 
in  the  Coast  Review  twenty-nine  years 
ago.  One  advertiser  warningly  says: 
•'Don't  insure  with  companies  principally 
local  in  their  character  and  business,  be- 
cause a  local  disaster  of  any  magnitude 
sweeps  them  from  existence."  Another 
advertiser  says:  "Local  or  state  organiza- 
tions, by  reason  of  their  limited  territory, 
are  forced  to  take  large  and  compact 
i-isks  in  order  to  work  up  a  respectable 
income,  and  take  the  chances  of  being 
swamped — chances  that  are  sure  in  time 
to  be  fully  realized." 

The  losses  at  the  Chicago  fire  were  of 
course  the  occasion  for  these  homilies. 
In  a  sense,  all  companies  are  local;  but  in 
those  days,  many  companies  were  truly 
local  in  the  limited  sense.  Experience 
has  demonstrated  that  profit  as  well  as 
safety  requires  the  assumption  of  risks 
over  a  large  territory;  and  to-day,  out- 
side of  New  York  city  and  a  few  Western 
states  there  are  no  purely  local  companies. 

On  March  15,  1872,  The  Coast  Review 
adopted  a  magazine  form,  three  columns 
to  the  page,  and  made  a  brave  appear- 
ance indeed,  with  a  yellow  cover.  It 
referred  to  itself  as  the  Insurance  and 
Mining  Review. 

Mention  was  made  of  the  appointment 
of  J.  W.  Ford,  succeeding  G.  W.  Mowe  as 
insurance  commissioner.  "Gov.  Booth," 
we  are  informed,  "ignored  the  wishes  of 
the  local  companies  for  the  appointment 
of  A.  G.  Stiles,  president  of  the  Oc- 
cidental. " 

In  this  number  the  Coast  Review  be- 
gan the  publication  of  California  figures. 
There  were  six  local,  eleven  Eastern  and 
eight  foreign  companies  reporting. 
Those  companies  which  are  still  doing 
business  in  this  field  are  the  Fireman's 
Fund,  Home  Mutual,  Home  of  New  Yoi-k, 
Phoenix  of  Hartford,  Phenix  of  Brooklyn, 
Hartford  Fire,  ^Etna,  N.  Y.  Underwrit- 
ers Agency,  Continental  (which  re-entered 
the  state  after  the  Chicago  fire),  Liver- 
pool &  London  &  Globe,  North  British  & 
Mercantile,  Commercial  Union,  Imperial, 


Northern,  Royal  and  Hamburg-Bremen. 
The  average  per  cent,  of  losses  was 
77.07— of  the  locals,  78.77;  of  the  Eastern 
companies,  81.33;  of  the  foreign  com- 
panies, 91.11.  The  total  premiums  were 
$1,()03,976,  or  four  million  less  than  last 
year.  Several  companies  lost  more  than 
their  premium  receipts. 

There  were  forty-one  life  companies  do- 
ing business  in  California. 

Mention  was  made  of  a  $19,975  single 
premium  received  by  the  Pacific  Mutual. 
Mention  also— of  the  new  firm  of  Morse  & 
Perrin,  of  the  .Etna  Life,  Frank  E. 
Perrin  becoming  a  partner;  of  Julius 
Jacobs,  the  new  general  agent  of  the  Ger- 
mania  Life;  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Under- 
writers of  Sacramento,  of  which  Julius 
Wetzlar  was  president  and  A.  Leonard 
secretary;  of  the  "Travellers,"  of  which 
R.  H.  Magill  was  resident  director  and 
A.  E.  Magill  was  manager;  of  the  Secur- 
ity Life,  of  which  E.  W.  Woolsey  was 
general  agent;  of  the  Charter  Oak  Life,  of 
which  Chas.  H.  Denison  was  general 
agent. 

The  Commercial  of  San  Francisco  had 
just  been  organized,  "from  the  ashes  of 
the  Peoples.  "  C.  W.  Kellogg  was  elected 
president  and  H.  G.  Horner  secretary. 

General  Agent  Forbes  of  the  Mutual 
Life  was  "roasted"  for  issuing  a  circular 
pronounced  "a  gross  deception."  The 
editor  figured  that  for  the  company  to 
produce  the  results  claimed,  by  its  agent, 
for  eight  endowment  policies  it  must  have 
earned  12>^  per  cent,  annual  interest. 
The  company  did  not  then  average  6  per 
cent. 

Among  the  life  companies  doing  business  in 
California  in  1870  and  1871,  but  not  now  here, 
were  the  John  Hancock  and  the  National  of 
the  United  States. 

About  tweflty-five  companies  failed  to  file 
their  annual  figures  on  time,  and  their  gen- 
eral agents,  in  order  to  save  the  companies 
the  fine,  surrendered  their  certificates  of 
authority. 

Here  is  a  "chip,"  taken  from  one  of  these 
early  numbers. 

"A  California  local,  in  making  up  the  mar- 
ket reports  for  his  8x10  weakly  production, 
under  the  head  of  insurance  agents,  reports: 


The   Coast  ReiPiew? 


Tongue,  plenty,  but  going  fast;  brains,  scarce 
and  in  demand ;  cheek,  a  full  supply;  pluck, 
very  little  on  hand  ;  truth,  none  in  the  mar- 
ket; hearts,  unsteady  (expecting  the  land- 
lord to  present  his  bill). 

The  California  life  business  in  1871 
amounted  to  $14,847,253,  or  $10,000,000  less 
than  last  year.  The  Pacific  Mutual  led,  with 
$1,486,718. 

Mention  was  made  of  C.  T.  Lockwood,  Ed- 
win Lewis,  B.  A.  Hawkins,  and  of  H.  S. 
Homans  ("former  general  agent  of  the  Mu- 
tual Life  in  this  city").  The  story  of  the 
answer  to  the  question,  "Age  of  father  if 
living  1"  "120  years  if  living,''^  appeared  in 
this  number.  It  is  again  going  the  rounds  of 
the  insurance  press.  Reference  was  made 
to  the  fact  that  the  Franklin  Fire  had  "dis- 
continued the  payment  of  commission  to 
brokers."     This  was  a  novel  experiment. 

The  November  number  contained  a  hot 
article,  in  which  John  G.  Taylor,  D.  A.  Lan- 
caster, and  C.  G.  Johnson,  life  solicitors,  were 
singed.  Woolen  mills  were  burning  pretty 
freely  in  those  days.  J.  A.  Melcher  succeeded 
H.  F.  Shepardson  as  general  agent  of  the 
Northwestern  Mutual  Life. 

First  mention  made  of  the  notorious  Frank 
G.  Wilson,  Fitzgerald,  Emerson,  Payne, 
et.  al.  The  February,  1873,  issue  contained  a 
page  expose.  Fitzgerald  sued  the  Coast  Re- 
view for  alleged  libel,  and  claimed  $100,000 
damages. 

Mention  made  of  John  Kutz,  Henry  H. 
Howell,  Diver  &  Eaton,  John  F.  Pope,  John- 
athan  Hunt,  Chauncey  &  Co.,  Geo.  A.  Young. 

Insurance  losses  at  the  fire  in  Portland, 
Or.,  found  to  be  $258,750. 

The  California  Mutual  Life,  organized  in 
November,  1867,  reinsured  in  several  com- 
panies. 

The  Palatine's  Annual  Meeting. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Palatine  Ins.  Co. 
of  Manchester,  Eng.,  last  month,  possesses 
unusual  interest,  in  view  of  the  subsequent 
purchase  of  the  company  by  the  Coinmei'cial 
Union.  The  chairman  said  of  the  American 
business:  "During  the  eight  years  that  we 
have  been  carrying  on  our  business  in  America 
we  have  made  a  pi-ofit  of  over  $400,000.  .  .  . 
The  ratio  of  our  losses  in  America,  last 
year,  is  somewhat  below  the  average  of  all 
the  companies  (and  of  the  English  ofiBces)." 
The  annual  statepient  showed  a  fire  premium 
income  of  $3,620,000,  and  §:^, 555, 770  assets,  of 
which  the  capital  paid  in  is  $1,300,000.  The 
reinsurance   liabilities,    measured    by  either 


the  American  or  English  standard,  leave  a 
substantial  balance  of  net  surplus  over  capital 
and  all  liabilities. 

Manager  Laton  has  built  up  a  large  business 
in  this  field  for  the  Palatine,  and  has  made 
money  for  the  company.  Last  year  he  wrote 
$276,000  premiums,  with  a.  loss  ratio  of  only 
41  percent.,  which  is  considerably  less  than 
the  general  average  for  all  companies.  The 
company's  loss  ratio  on  California  business 
was  extraordinarily  low. 


Nay,  Nay. 

The  circumstantial  stoi'y  in  our  thousand 
exchanges,  about  the  Prussian  National  and 
Special  Agent  Prinsen  pioneering  in  Alaska 
and  opening  up  the  first  agency  in  the  land  of 
the  nearly  midnight  sun,  lacks  nothing  of 
being  mildly  sensational.  Indeed,  it  lacks 
nothing  except  the  truth.  The  Prussian 
National  will  write  Alaskan  business— in  San 
Francisco. 

British    and    American    Industrial    Insurance. 

Age  PcrCt.of 

of  Co.  Expense 

Name  of             in  Total            Total        to  Totals 
Company.        Years.  Revenue.    Expenses.  Revenue. 
British  — 

Prudential  ....    51      $  45,145,770   $11.()96.140  25.9 

Refuge 35  6,132.340       2..588.925           42  2 

British  W'orlimau's 

and  General  .   .    32  3,106,.525       1,334.835           42.9 
London,  Ediuhurgli 

and  Glasgow.   .    18  l,(i27,180           704.(!45           43.3 
London   &  M  a  n - 

Chester    ,    ...    30  .501,545           223,060           44.4 
Wesleyan  and  Gen- 
eral        58  1,886,425          860,735           45-6 

Pearl 35  3.264,045        1.510.340           46.2 

British   Legal  .   .    36  530,160          255,875           48.2 

Total .f62,193,990    $I9.174..5.55  30.8 

AfSTRAI.IAN  — 

Temperance    and 

General    ....    23  ;i69.885  189,020  51.1 

Citizens 13  1,4.51,770  .551,060  38.0 

Total $1 .821 .655  $740,080  40  6 

Americax— 

John  Hancock  .   .    37  7,043,160  2,813,100  40,0 

Metropolitan    .   .    32  25.137,960  10,251,200  40.8 

Prudential  ....    23  17,481,875  7,.538,020  43.1 
Life    Ins.    Co.    of 

Virginia  ....    28  901.305  473,865  52.6 

Sun  Life 9  .585,645  311.920  53.3 

W  e  s  t  e  r  n      and 

Sontliern     .   .        11  409,355  266,.560  65.1 

Total $51,559,300    $21,654,665  42.0 

Grand  totals  .   .  $115,.574,945    $41,.569.300  36.0 

St.  Lor  is  fire  agency  offices  are  to  be  closed 
Saturdays  at  1  o'clock  from  May  1  to  Oct.  1. 
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Fire  Business  of  Honolulu  in  1899. 

W.  G.  Irwin  &  Co.—  Premiums. 

Alliance  Assurance  Co $  11,634.05 

Royal  Insurance  Co 20,061.60 

Scottish  Union  «&  National  Ins.  Co.    .   .   .       8,625.10 


40,320.75 


Bishop  &  Co.— 

Fireman's  Fund  Insurance  Co $  12,796.44 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  Ins.  Co.    .    .      11,215.02 
Sun  Insurance  Office  of  London 4>399.5i 

$  28,410.97 
T.  H.  Davies&Co.— 

Northern  Assurance  Co $21,959.41 

Law  Union  &  Crown  Insurance  Co.     .   .    .  608.50 

$  22,567.91 
H.  Hackfeld&Co.— 

North  German  Fire  Insurance  Co $    8,47813 

Transatlantic  Fire  Insurance  Co 12,350.62 

$  20,828.75 
Castle  &  Cooke.  — 

^Etna  Insurance  Co $    8,142.46 

Alliance  Assurance  Co 7,805.40 

$  15,947-86 
J.  M.  Dowsett. — 
London  &  Lancashire  Fire  Ins.  Co.     .    .    .  $    6,692.55 

Hartford  Fire  Insurance  Co. 5,173.47 

Palatine  Insurance  Co. 2,383.50 


$  14,249.52 


F.  A.  Schaefer&Co.- 
Hamburg-Bremen  Fire  Insurance  Co.    .    .$  5,186.73 
Magdeburg  Fire  Insurance  Co 4,414.55 

$  9,601.28 

E.  F.  Bishop.— 

Caledonian  Insurance  Co $  8,922.18 

Bruce  Cartwright.— 

Commercial  Union  Assurance  Co I  2,979.42 

Imperial  Insurance  Co 4,173.95 


F.  W.  MacFarlane.— 
Manchester  Fire  Assurance  Co.    . 
New  York  Underwriters'  Agency 

C.  Bolte.— 
Prussian  National  Insurance  Co  . 
National  Fire  Ins.  Co.  of  Hartford 


H.  Lose. 

Insurance  Co.  of  North  America 
New  Zealand  Insurance  Co.    .   . 


«    7,153-37 

$    5,046.43 
1,576.96 


Gear,  Lansing  &  Co.— 
The  Greenwich  Ins.  Co.  of  New  York    . 
Norwich  Union  Fire  Insurance  Society 


Hawaiian  Trust  and  Investment  Co. — 
English-American  Underwriters 


$    6,623  39 

$    3,197-38 
3.022.17 

S    6,219.55 

,  $    3,786.62 
2,432.33 

$    6.218.95 

,  $    4,140.89 
2,072.37 

$    6,213.26 
$    4,571.48 


Bruce  Waring  &  Co. — 

Svea  Insurance  Co.  of  Gothenburg  ...  $  1,840.80 

German  Alliance  of  New  York 1,857.85 

American  Fire  Ins.  Co.  of  New  York  .   .    .  838.95 

$  4,537.60 
H.  Waterhouse  &  Co.— 

Union  Assurance  Society $  3,676.19 

German-American  Insurance  Co  .    .   .  759-33 

$  4,435-52 

P.  L.  Weaver.— 

The  Lion  Fire  Insurance  Co $  4,434-23 

Alex,  St.  M.  Mackintosh.— 

Niagara  Insurance  Co $  2,682.42 

The  Traders  Insurance  Co 248.71 

$  2,931.13 
Hoflschlaeger  ,&  Co.— 

North  British  &  Mercantile  Insurance  Co.  $  2,180.10 

H.  W.  Schmidt.— 

Atlas  Assurance  Co $  1,558.29 

Wilder  &  Co.— 

German-American  Insurance  Co *  1,071.15 

Philadelphia  Underwriters     110.75 

$  1,181.90 
W.  F.  Wilson.— 

Springfield  Fire  &  Marine  Insurance  Co  .  $  1.398.94 

The  "Von  Hamm- Young  Co.,  Ltd. 

The  Lancashire  Ins.  Co.  of  Manchester  .$  695.00 

The  Baloise  Fire  Ins.  Co.  of  Basle  ....  312.50 

$  1,007.50 
H.  A.  Wilder.— 

Pennsylvania $  i59-5o 


Total $221,673  93 


A  NICE  little  trick  was  played  on  several 
Michigan  farmers  mutual  men,  if  we  are  to 
credit  an  exchange.  The  legislature  was  in 
session,  and  unfriendly  legislation  was  threat- 
ened. The  chairman  of  the  committee  in 
charge  was  approached  by  a  stranger,  who  in- 
troduced two  other  men  as  members  of  a 
farmers'  mutual  who,  like  himself,  had  come 
up  to  Lansing  to  kill  the  bill.  They  had  a 
sure  tip  that  $3.50  would  do  the  execution,  of 
which  amount  they  themselves  stood  ready  to 
pay  $200.  The  balance  was  promptly  pro- 
duced. Next  day  the  stranger  returned, 
with  a  story  that  another  $3.50  would  be  re- 
quired to  meet  the  demands  of  the  men  be- 
hind the  legislative  gun.  The  mutual 
committee-  went  into  secret  session,  and 
looked  over  the  surplus  fund  items  in  their 
company's  statements.  They  felt  safe  in  ad- 
vancing the  required  balance.  When,  not 
long  after,  the  genuine  farmers'  mutual  men 
discovered  that  they  had  assisted  in  "gilding 
a  wooden  egg.''^  they  were  so  indiscreet  as  to 
tell  their  tale  of  woe. 
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Life   Agent  Awarded   His   Big   Commission. 

The  supreme  court  of  Utah  recently 
affirmed  the  judgment  of  the  lower  court 
in  the  case  of  W.  J.  Reed  versus  the 
Union  Central  Life  Ins.  Co.  Reed  while 
an  agent  of  the  company  wrote  a  policy 
on  the  life  of  one  Beck  for  $100,000,  which 
was  accepted  by  his  company.  The  first 
year's  premium  was  paid  by"  Beck  in 
three  promissory  notes.  The  first  note 
was  paid  on  maturity.  Beck  receiving 
$1,000  of  commission  at  the  time. 

Before  the  maturity  of  the  second  note 
the  company  became  convinced  that  the 
risk  was  a  bad  one  and  canceled  the  pol- 
icy. The  insured  was  thereupon  returned 
his  unmatured  notes  and  a  consideration 
of  $500  in  cash  for  the  surrender  of  the 
policy. 

The  negotiations  with  the  insured  for 
the  surrender  of  the  policy  were  carried 
on  by  a  third  party,  and  plaintiff  was  not 
a  party  to  the  transaction  further  than  in 
being  present  while  the  negotiations  were 
being  proceeded  with.  Reed  then  entered 
suit  to  recover  froiti  the  company  the  full 
amount  of  commission  he  would  be  en- 
titled to,  if  all  the  notes  had  been  paid  on 
maturity,  less  cash  received  on  account. 
The  lower  court  found  for  the  plaintiff. 
The  company  appealed  on  error  in  in- 
structions of  the  trial  court  and  on  its 
refusal  to  instruct  jury,  that  plainlitt''s 
acquiescence  in  negotiations  for  the  can- 
cellation of  the  policy  and  acceptance  of 
money's  and  betterments  as  consideration, 
was  a  waiver  or  estoppel  of  his  right  to 
commission  under  the  contract.  On  this 
point  the  supreme  court  held  as  follows: 

"All  the  facts  connected  with  the  assumed 
waiver  or  estoppel  of  plaintiff's  right  to  the 
commission  under  the  contract  and  the  pur- 
chase of  the  policy  by  the  defendant  were 
suJMciently  and  properly  submitted  to  the 
jury  by  the  instructions  given  by  the  court. 
Under  the  circumstances  of  this  case  we  find 
no  reversible  error  arising  from  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  court  to  the  jury  ;  uor  do  we  find 
that  the  court  erred  in  refusing  to  give  the 
instructions  requested  by  the  defendant. 
The  defendant  voluntarily  placed  itself  in  a 
position  whereby  it  had  no  power  to  collect 
the  notes,  and  cannot  now    be  heard    to   say 


that  the  maker  was  insolvent  when  the  notes 
were  surrendered." 


Recent  Appointments  by  the  Connecticut 
Mutual. 

District  Superintendent  Harmon  has 
made  several  changes  of  agencies  in  the 
Pacific  Northwest,  as  follows: 

At  Portland,  D.  B.  Morgan  has  been 
appointed  general  agent,  succeeding  F.  M. 
Mathena,  resigned. 

At  Spokane,  T.  M.  Morgan  has  been 
appointed  general  agent. 

At  Seattle,  John  Doser  has  been  ap- 
pointed general  agent,  succeeding  W.  C. 
Kiltz,  resigned. 

These  new  appointees  will  no  doubt  pro- 
duce good  results  for  their  great  div- 
idend-paying company,  the  Connecticut 
Mutual  Life. 

But  now  one  of  the  greatest  of  the 
racers  announces  that  its  directors  have 
decided  that  its  officers  have  been  paying 
too  much;  that  the  business  has  been 
forced;  that,  however  much  they  may 
write  in  this  way,  they  lose  neai-ly  as 
much;  that  it  is  increasingly  difficult  to 
buy  new  business  faster  than  the  old 
drops  out;  and  that  after  all  it  is  only 
the  business  that  stays  that  is  worth 
having,  although  that  is  one  of  the  com- 
panies that  depend  on  the  leavings  of 
those  who  go  out  for  the  speculation  fund 
of  those  who  stay  in.  But  those  leavings 
have  been  largely  eaten  up  by  the  ex- 
pense necessary  to  get  new  business 
enough  to  keep  ahead.  It  does  not  yet 
appear  what  will  be  the  outcome  of  this 
more  prudent  view  of  the  situation. 
Whatever  has  been  or  may  be  done  about 
the  expenses,  other  recent  things  have 
shown  pretty  conclusively  that  the  com- 
pany has,  at  present,  no  mind  to  be 
eclipsed  in  size.  What  method  of  com- 
petition, except  that  of  high  pay  to 
agents,  will  be  adopted  to  pi-event  falling 
behind,  remains  to  be  seen.  It  is  much 
to  have  the  truth  acknowledged.  It  is 
devoutly  to  be  wished  that  its  manage- 
ment may  rise  to  all  the  practical  cour- 
age of  its  new  convictions.— Col.  Jacob 
Greene. 
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Life  Paragraphs. 

The  Endowment  Rank  Knights  of 
Pythias,  Chicago,  is  boasting  over  the 
payment  of  a  death  claim  forty-three 
days  after  proofs  were  received.  It  is 
wonderful,  when  you  think  that  some  of 
these  fraternal  require  six  months. 

*  *      * 

The  Fidelity  Mutual  of  Philadelphia 
has  inaugurated  a  rather  unique  plan  for 
compensating  agents.  At  the  expiration 
of  every  quarter  the  agents  in  each  dis- 
trict who  have  written  and  paid  for  the 
highest  amount  of  business  are  awarded  a 
cash  bonus  in  addition  to  the  regular 
commission.  To  the  agefit  producing  the 
largest  amount  of  business.  $1.00  per 
thousand  is  paid,  to  the  second  50  cents 
per  thousand,  and  to  the  third  2.5  cents 
per  thousand.  As  a  requisite  for  the 
bonus,  agents  are  required  to  have  all 
premiums  paid  in  cash  and  on  an  annual 
basis.  The  plan  has  been  in  operation 
since  the  first  of  January  and  has  had  a 
stimulating  effect  upon  the  agency  force 
all  over  the  United  States.  It  has  also 
I'esulted  in  convincing  many  agents  that 
it  is  just  as  easy  to  secure  an  annual 
settlement  as  a  semi-annual  or  quarterly. 

*  *      * 

'"What  a  company  is  this,  which  em- 
ploys such  a  man  I"  the  manager  wrote 
us,  in  righteous  indignation.  And  be- 
hold! this  same  indignant  manager  has 
since  employed  that  same  bad  man  I 

*  *      * 

The  Pacific  Mutual  has  just  made 
a  very  satisfactory  sale  of  a  large  piece  of 
realty.  The  amount  realized  proves  the 
wisdom  of  holding  such  property. 

*  *       * 

One  Bankers  Life  Association  has 
changed  its  name.  It  will  hereafter  be 
known  as  the  Kansas  City  Life  Insui'ance 
Company. 

*  *      * 

The  Penn  Mutual  is  now  issuing  a 
'"dual  income  endowment  bond."  The 
yeai'ly  premium  for  $10,000  at  age  35, 
beneficiary.  33,  yearly  income  $500  until 
death  of  both,  is  $419.10.  It  is  uni-e- 
stricted  as  to  travel,  occupation  and  cause 


of  death,  from  date  of  issue.  Sui'render 
value  at  end  of  third  year  is  $616.60;  paid 
up.  $1,500.  payable  in  installments.  Ex- 
tended insurance  is  given  also. 

*  *      * 

A  NEW  anti-rebate  agreement  is 
a-bornin'  in  New  York.  The  signers  (if 
there  are  fifteen)  agree  to  promptly  dis- 
charge any  agent  who  directly  or  in- 
directly promises  or  allows  a  rebate.  If 
caught  and  proved  guilty,  they  mean. 
Moreover  they  agree  to  not  employ  the 
guilty  man  for  a  whole  year;  but  they  do 
not  agree  to  refuse  business  from  any 
soliciting  agent  who  does  employ  him  or 
who  forms  a  silent  partnership  with  him; 
and  they  do  not  agree  to  pay  a  limited 
commission  which  will  not  permit  any 
serious  rebating. 

*  *       * 

A  "LIFE  insurance  challenge"  appeared 
in  a  recent  issue  of  a  Portland  daily,  and 
adjacent  thereto  "the  challengers"  were 
''answered."  Manager  L.  Samuel  of  the 
Equitable  Life  and  Manager  W.  S.  Pond 
were  the  principals. 

*  *      * 

The  article  on  "Fraternal  Insurance," 
in  a  recent  number  of  the  Review  of  Re- , 
views,  is  disappointing  in  two  respects. 
The  writei-  depends,  for  his  facts,  on  a 
work  published  by  the  Fraternal  Monitor 
of  Rochester.  The  I'eliability  of  this 
work  will  be  correctly  estimated  by  our 
readers  when  we  inform  them  that  it 
gravely  asserts  that  "775  old-line  com- 
panies have  disappeared  and  left  no  sign." 
This  is  a  stereotyped  falsehood.  It  ap- 
pears, from  a  paragraph  in  the  adjoining 
column,  that  Mr.  Stevens,  the  writer, 
has  been  able  to  learn,  from  other  sources, 
of  only  89  legal  reserve  companies  which 
have  failed  in  the  last  fifty  years.  Fur- 
ther, aside  from  threshing  over  old  straw 
and  crediting  such  an  authority  as  the 
Pratei-nal  Monitor,  the  writer  classes  as 
fraternals  such  speculations  as  the  Iron 
Hall,  the  Amei-ican  Guild  and  the  like. 

*  *      * 

There  was  an  error  in  the  Connecticut 
life  insurance  i-epoi't,  and  it  was  repro- 
duced in  our  compilation  on  page  192  last 
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month.  The  Fidelity  Mutual's  new  busi- 
ness in  1898  should  be  $16,776,001.  and 
not  $75,045,844,  which  was  the  amount  in 
force.  Another  compilation,  containing 
the  correct  figures,  is  printed  on  another 
page.  The  changed  total  shows  a  gain  of 
$69,000,000  in  new  business  by  the  report- 
ing companies.  The  table  last  month  will 
repay  careful  study.  This  month's  table 
presents  new  figures  which  the  intelligent 
reader  will  find    useful  in    life    insurance 

work. 

*  *       * 

On  page  244  the  life  insurance  reader 
will  find  a  new  table,  not  appeai-ing  in 
this  form  in  any  other  insurance  journal. 
First,  is  a  column  of  dividends  to  stock- 
holders. Last  month's  table  gave  in 
parallel  columns  dividends  and  premiums, 
etc.  This  month's  table  gives  dividends 
to  stockholders,  claims  paid,  claims  re- 
sisted, two  years"  insui'ance  in  force  and 
new  business  in  parallel  columns.  The 
Mutual  Life  leads  in  claims  paid,  but  it 
also  leads  in  commission  percentage  for 
new  business,  and  in  the  amount  of  claims 
resisted.  Of  the  total  $887,593  resisted. 
$306,501  is  reported  by  the  Mutual.  The 
total  is  creditably  small  being  less  than 
1  per  cent.  The  Mutual's  is  only  1.6  per 
cent.,  however.  The  Equitable  leads  in 
gross  amount  gained  in  new  business. 
The  New  York  leads  in  amount  in  force 
and  in  new  business  written. 

*  *      * 

The  Investors  Review  asks  whether  it 
is  true  that  the  two-page  article  inserted 
in  the  middle  of  the  Illustrated  London 
News  (Feb.  17)  cost  the  policyholders  of 
the  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co.  of  N.  Y. 
£500  a  page.  "They,"  A.  J.  Wilson 
feels  sure,  "will  never  think  of  grudging 
the  expense— it  would  not  matter  if  they 
did— whatever  it  was,  the  portrait  of  the 
redoubtable  Mr.  Haldeman  was  so  nice, 
and  the  letterpress  so  Mother  Siegelish." 
We  do  not  know  what  the  autocrat  paid 
for  this  badly-dosigned  ad.  (which  is 
headed  "Everybody's  Business"),  but  we 
can  secure  the  insertion  of  two  "editorial 
pages"  for  £300  in  that  famous  and  old- 
established  journal.— Business. 


I  LEARN  from.the.table  of  extended  in- 
sui'ance of  one  of  oui-  leading  companies 
that  the  holder  of  an  annual  premium 
whole  life  policy,  taken  at  the  age  of  32, 
will  be  entitled  to  five  years'  extension  of 
insurance  upon  lapse  after  the  payment 
of  five  annual  premiums.  The  net  reserve 
of  this  policy.  Am.  Ex.  4  per  cent.,  at 
the  end  of  five  years  is  $50.32,  and  the 
single  premium  for  five  years'  ensuing 
term  insurance  is  $41.92,  showing  an 
allowance  for  expenses  (to  say  nothing  of 
surrender  charge  which  would  seem  to 
be  due,  in  this  case,  in  some  measure)  of 
$8.40  for  the  entire  five  years'  insurance, 
or  of  $1.68  per  $1,000  per  annum.  The 
only  drawback  to  the  liberality  of  this 
agreement  is  that  the  tei'm  insurance  is 
made  non-participating,  the  value  of 
which  featui-e  to  the  company  is,  of 
course,  uncertain  and  indeterminate  in 
advance.  The  initial  terms  of  the  policy, 
according  to  the  same  table  of  mortality 
and  rate  of  interest,  allowed  $6.52  on 
$1,000  annually  for  expenses  in  excess  of 
the  net  premium.  These  are  small  fig- 
ures, but  represent  exactly  the  conditions 
of  a  large  and  growing  volume  of  in- 
surance, and  remembering  that  few  com- 
panies now  have  any  considei-able  portion 
of  "loading"  left  after  meeting  their 
annual  expenses,  they  show  a  sufficiently 
decided  contrast  to  confirm  my  claim  of 
their  gross  and  injurious,  if  not  dangerous, 
violation  of  equity. — Walter  C.  Wright. 
*      *      * 

In  computing  premiums  and  reserves, 
the  rate  of  interest  assumed  is  at  least  as 
important  as  the  rate  of  mortality.  In 
fact,  the  probable  error  in  the  rate  of  in- 
terest determined  by  our  present  data 
and  methods,  is  indefinitely  greater  than 
in  the  rate  of  mortality.  While  the  lat- 
ter has  already  been  ascertained,  for 
civilized  society  and  the  present  age, 
accurately  enough  for  practical  purposes, 
we  are  still  spending  enoi-mous  labor  in 
perfecting  its  details  and  the  methods  of 
investigating  them.  But  the  former  is 
little  understood,  and  nearly  all  study  of 
it  is  guess  work.  Yet  the  difference  be- 
tween the  Carlisle  Table  and    the    Hm    5 
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vanishes  ill  comparison  with  the  difference 
between  5  per  cent,  and  3  per  cent,  in- 
terest in  our  assumptions.  Here,  then  is 
the  most  attractive  and  promising-  field 
for  the  actuary,  that  which  calls  for  his 
best  exei'tions. — Charlton  T.  Lewis. 


A  Contrast. — An  Eastern  company 
paper  prints  a  paragraph  reflecting  on 
another  company  which  is  opposed,  on 
principle,  to  lending-  money  on  its  policies, 
but  of  course  does  not  prohibit  anybody 
from  lending-  on  tlie  same  security.  The 
company  paper  asks,  What  do  you  think 
of  the  ethics  of  the  management  of  this 
non-loaning- company  y  We  answer.  Its 
ethics  are  preferable  to  those  of  a  com- 
pany which  deliberately  conveys  the  in- 
ference that  the  man  that  insures  with  it 
now  may  hope  to  secure  the  same  results, 
'•in  connection  with  a  6^  per  cent,  invest- 
ment,"  as  those  on  policies  maturing  in 
1899.  We  ask  a  question,  too,  of  this 
company  paper's  editor.  What  does  he 
think  of  the  ethics  of  a  company  which 
sends  for  a  general  agent,  praises  him, 
gives  him  a  better  contract  (un-timed) 
which  annvils  the  previous  long-time  con- 
tract, sends  him  to  his  faraway  home  re- 
joicing, and  then  quicklj^  cancels  the  new 
contract,  and  by  this  sharp  ti-ick  leaves 
him  no  redress  in  the  courts? 

*  *      * 

The  Washington  Life  has  appointed 

W.  R.  Willis  general  agent  at  Denver.    . 

*  *      * 

The  folly  of  the  sensational  dispatch 
from  New  York  to  the  effect  that  parents 
had  starved  their  little  children,  and 
beaten  them  unmercifully,  because  of 
their  industiial  insurance,  becomes  self- 
evident  when  it  is  known  that  such  in- 
surance covers  funeral  expenses  only. 

*  *      * 

The  Independent  Order  of  Foresters, 
boasting  of  its  '"fraternal  character,"  ac- 
cepts overdue  assessments,  and  repudiates 
death  claims.     The  secretary  says: 

"On  the  death  of  a  member  the  financial 
secretary  isrequired  to  make  affidavit  as  to 
the  date  on  which  the  assessment  for  the 
month  in  which  the  member   died    was   paid  ; 


and  ill  many  instances  the  fact  is  revealed 
that  late  members  had  not  paid  their  last 
assessments  within  the  constitutional  time 
and  there  is  therefore  no  alternative  for  the 
executive  council  but  to  reject  these  claims."' 
*       *       * 

It  would  seem  as  though  Colonel 
Greene  has  the  best  of  it  so  far.  President 
Batterson  admits  that  he  has,  in  more 
instances  than  one,  violated  the  law  by 
ottering  special  inducements  for  the  pur- 
pose of  meeting  competition,  and  the 
only  excuse  he  has  to  offer  is  that  other 
companies  are  just  as  bad.  This  may  be 
true,  but  it  has  not  been  shown,  as  it  has 
in  the  case  of  policy  No.  109,999  in  the 
Travelers.  The  writing  of  such  a  policy 
in  favor  of  one  individual,  granting  in- 
creased values  over  those  granted  other 
insurants  of  the  same  age,  was  an  act  of 
bad  faith  with  the  other  policyholders 
in  the  company,  and  when  it  becomes 
known  must  have  an  injurious  effect  upon 
the  company.  The  whole  scheme  of  life 
insurance  depends  upon  the  faith  which 
the  people  have  in  the  substantial  ac- 
curacy of  the  mathematical  calculations 
of  the  companies,  and  the  honesty  of  the 
managers  in  strictly  adhering  to  their 
own  published  tables,  as  well  as  in  their 
doing  strict  and  exact  justice  to  all  their 
patrons  alike.  If  the  bond  of  faith  is 
broken  by  such  actions  as  the  Travelers 
has  been  found  guilty  of  in  this  instance, 
a  severe  blow  will  be  dealt  to  the  whole 
business     of     life      insurance. — Insurance 

World. 

*      *       * 

The  New  England  Mutual  Life  has  in 
its  employ  quite  a  number  of  women 
agents  who  are  securing  good  business  for 
the  company.  The  New  England  believes 
in  insuring  women,  provided  an  insurable 
interest  can.be  shown.  It  does  not,  how- 
ever (says  the  Standard),  encourage  the 
insuring  of  married  women,  and  will  not 
pay  for  medical  examinations  of  women 
unless  a  preliminary  statement  has  first 
been  presented  to,  and  authority  therefor 
received  from,  the  home  office.  The  pre- 
liminary statement  reads  as  follows: 

To  the  Company  :  The  following  information 
is  presented  for  consideration  for  the  purpose 
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of  obtaining  consent  to  have  the  applicant  ex- 
amined and  an  application  forwai'ded  in  reg- 
ular form : 

Name? Age?  ....  Married,  sin- 
gle or  widow?   .    .    .    .Occupation? 

Amount  of  insurance  desired?  ....  Hus- 
band's occupation  ? Does   she    own 

property?  .  .  .  Any  personal  income?  .  .  . 
How  many  children  living?  .  .  .  Ages  of  child- 
ren? ...  Is  she  now  or  has  she  ever  been  in- 
sured?   If  so,  for   whose  benefit?      

For  whose  benefit  is  policy  to  be  made?  .   .   . 
State  the  relation  to  applicant  of  the  proposed 

beneficiary Explain    clearly    and 

fully  what  pecuniary  loss  the  beneficiary  will 
sustain  by  the  death  of  the  applicant   .... 

*  *       * 

A  NEW  industrial  policy  has  made  its 
appearance.  It  is  a  $500  twenty-payment 
life  weekly  premium  contract.  Among- 
other  advantages  offered,  it  is  in  full  im- 
mediate benefit  for  the  amount  of  its 
face  from.its  date  when  the  fii-st  weekly 
premium  is  paid. 

*  *      «■ 

The  Northwestern  Mutual  Life  Insur- 
ance Company  of  Milwaukee  wrote  $6,664- 
550  new  insurance  during  March,  or 
$2,661,858  in  excess  of  the  amount  written 
in  March,  1899.  The  premiums  on  new 
business  written  amounted  to  $309,098.88, 
being  $132, 782.58  in  excess  of  premiums 
on  new  business  written  during  the  cor- 
responding month  last  year. 

*  *      * 

One  James  Hai-ris  of  Ottumwa.  Kan., 
coveted  the  wife  of  his  neighbor,  Allen. 
The  illicit  lovers  soon  arrived  at  the  con- 
clusion that  they  must  marry,  but  they 
were  without  the  means  to  flee  to  more 
congenial  surroundings.  Allen's  life  was 
insured,  and  the  insurance  money  would 
be  ample  to  finance  the  enterprise.  So 
the  lover  shot  to  death  the  husband, 
the  wife  having  arranged  things  so  there 
would  be  no  hitch.  Now  the  prospects 
are  good  that  Judge  Lynch  will  prevent 
the  lovers  from  collecting  tlie  life  insur- 
ance money. 

*  *      * 

The  National  Mutual  Life  Assurance 
Society,  London,  has  issued  a  new  policy. 
It  is  known  as  the  convertible  partner- 
ship policy.     The  actuary  of   the   society 


expresses  himself  as.  confident  that  the 
new  contract  has  obviated  the  defects  of 
existing  partnership  policies.  The  Na- 
tional Mutual's  new  policy  assures  a  given 
sum  on  the  death  of  the  first  of  two  lives, 
convertible  at  any  time  duiing  the  joint 
life  into  two  separate  policies,  each  for 
three-fourths  of  the  original  sum  assured, 
premiums  being  payable  at  the  original 
single  life  rates.  Or  a  stated  sum  will  be 
paid  on  the  death  of  the  first  of  two  lives, 
and,  in  addition,  one-half  that  sum  on  the 
death  of  the  surviving  partner,  who  would 
naturally  be  called  upon  to  pay  single  life 
premiums,  but  only  at  the  rate  which 
would  have  been  charged  at  the  time  of 
effecting  the  original  joint  assurance. 
This  policy  is  similarly  convertible  at  any 
time  on  written  request  from  both  the 
assured. 

Many  Accidents. 

During  the  recent  hunting  season  seven 
men  were  killed  in  Wisconsin  while  in 
the  woods  deer  shooting.  In  Michigan 
nine  were  killed,  and  in  the  Adirondacks 
twenty-three  hunters  lost  their  lives  in 
as  many  days.  Two  deer  hunters  were 
killed  in  Pennsylvania.  Twenty-two 
moose  and  deer  hunters  were  killed  in 
the  state  of  Maine.  Nine  baseball  players 
were  fatally  hurt  last  season.  The  deaths 
on  the  polo  field  numbered  three,  while 
on  the  links  two  men  were  killed  by 
being  struck  on  the  head  by  the  golf  ball. 
Recently  a  young  man,  a  by-stander.  was 
struck  in  the  eye  by  the  backward  stroke 
of  the  golf-player,  and  has  lost  his  sight. 
Eleven  foot-ball  players  were  killed  last 
year,  on  ''the  grid-iron.  "  Eight  pugilists 
were  killed  in  "the  ring."  There  were 
many  lives  lost  while  bicycling,  yachting, 
skating,  tobogganing,  boating,  fishing, 
etc.  The  moral  whereof  is:  carry  an 
accident  policy,  and  keeji  it  in  force. 


"Clutches  of  the  insurance  trust,  "  is 
the  way  the  Biggs,  Cal..  Notes  phrases 
it,  in  a  note  saying  that  the  farmers  are 
"breaking  away'"  thei'efrom.  This  is 
what  the  wicked  trust  companies  get  for 
carrying  farm  insurance  at  a  loss  in  Cali- 
fornia. 
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California  Personal  Accident   Business. 

Dec.  31.                      Written.  Premiums.  Losse.s. 

iSqg $    6,623,700  $      18,333  $    3,711 

1S98 5,842,400  17,180  7,484 

1897 6,804,500  18,217  9,443 

1896 4  948,500  16,710  5-223 

1895 3,191,500  8,649  1,508 

1894  1,656,500  4,855  14,162 

Totals  ....    $29,067,100  $83,9(4  $41,531 

Employehs'  Liability. 

Dec.  31.                      Written.  Premiums.  Losses. 

1899 $1,815,000  $9-073  *3.336 

1898  2,687,500  13,208  4,671 

1897 3,341,000  17,326  11,696 

1896 4924,600  21,590  17378 


Totals  ....    $12,768,100  $  61.197        $  37.101 

Fidelity  and  Casualty. 
Dec.  31.  Written.      Premiums.     Losses. 


89S 


....    $11,263,950 
.  .       9,516,800 

897  9,832,771 

896 •     11,007,380 

895 5,248.300 

894 25,200,500 


$35,104  $24,644 

29,960  5,686 

28,680  20,937 

30,912  8,032 

16,986  8,073 

15.027  6,790 


Totals  ....  $72,069,701          $158,669         $74,162 

Frankfort  Accident  and  Plate  Glass. 

Dec.  31.  Written. 

1899 $1,707,000 

i8g8 1.320,500 

1897 1,445,000 

1S96  722.800 

1893 2,267,500 

■891 i,334o6o 


Totals  ....      $8,797,160 


$67,856  $26,007 


London  Guarantee  and  Accident. 


Dec.  31. 


897 
896 
895 


Written. 

$  879.500 

583.000 

596,500 

465,000 

1,827,500 


Premiums. 

S  3-502 
2,533 
2,460 
2,056 
13-968 
11,882 


Losses. 

$1,114 

354 

582 

425 

1. 021 


$3,496 


Totals  ....  $4,351,500  $36,401 
Pacific  Mutual  Life. 

Dec.  31.  Written.  Premiums.  Losses. 

"  $14,344,850  $105,623  $34,810 

• 11,806,500  77,506  26.032 

11,852,350  64,911  20,300 

12,539,300  68,614  20,040 

7.893,700  62,180  28,849 

6,254,650  64,416  36,713 


Preferred  Accident. 

Dec.  31.  Written.  Premiums.  Losses. 

899 $14938,500  $30,410  $15,432 

898  14,341,000  24,628  5,002 

897 15,131,200  25,080  4,362 

S96 15,011,700  22,793  8,395 

895  11,894,600  14,204  24,825 

894 5,858,000  7,136  7,859 


§65,875 


Totals  ....  $77,155,000  $124,251 
Standard  Life  and  Accident. 

Dec.  31.  Written.  Premiums.  Losses. 

899 $4,309,500  $21,633  $8,822 

898 3,933.200  16,984  1,672 

897 2,868,500  14,083  3,212 

896 1,656,000  7,832  4,357 

895 1,940.500  6,105  772 

894 78,000  280 


Totals  ....  $14,755,700  $66,917  $18,835 
Travelers. 

Dec.  31.  Written.  Premiums.  Losses. 

899 $13,590,150  $40,657  $  6,918 

898 10,464,150  39,125  38,668 

897 12,077,150  40,631  17,644 

896 11,838,000  41,260  19,281 

895 8,525,200  20,959  10,553 

894 6,720,500  19,732  14,827 


Premiums. 

Losses. 

Dec 

$12,937 

$  9,216 

1899 

11,923 

4,998 

1898 

12,576 

4,812 

1897 

5.199 

1,205 

1896 

16,230 

5,668 

1895 

8.991 

108 

1894 

Totals  ....   $63,215,1,50         $210,364  $107,891 

Union  Ca.sualty  and  Surety. 
■  3'-                      Written.      Premiums.  Losses. 
$  893,000             $3,227  $3,731 


532,000 

2,684 

312 

151 -500 

975 

546 

1,231,512 

7,044 

3503 

1,572.490 

8,649 

7,897 

Totals  ....     .$4,380,502  $22,579 

United  States  Casualty. 


,$'5,989 


Dec.  31. 

1898  .  . 
1897  .   . 


Written. 

Premiums. 

Losses. 

$  .   .   .   . 

$1,484 

$.  .   . 

1,863,316 

2,621 

131 

1,088,350 

1,757 

1,650 

1,568.500 

3-771 

$1,781 


Totals $4,520,166  $9,633 

Grand  totals  for 
six  years    .   .   .$359,917,980      $1,296,001        $581,076 


Totals.   .   .    .    $64,591,850-         $443,250       $166,744 


Our  Denver  contemporary,  Insurance  Re- 
port, has  not  exhausted  its  originality  in 
illustrations.  We  hope  to  see  "poll-i-see 
claws,"  "a  praise  all,"  "a  sign  meant," 
"Benny  fish  shall,"  "an  open  policy,"  "gas- 
oline stoves  abolished,"  etc.,  illustrated  be- 
fore we  retire  rich.  The  I.  R.  certainly  de- 
serves credit  for  establishing  itself  on  new- 
lines,  both  typographical  and  editorial. 
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Governor  Shaw   of   Iowa    on    Valued   Policy 
Legislation. 

SAYS    IT     INCKEASES    INSURANCE    KATES     BY      IN- 
CKEASING  LOSSES— BILL    KETURNEI)  UNSIGNED. 

Governor  Leslie  M.  Shaw  of  Iowa  is  a  strong: 
man.  He  defies  iguoi-auce  and  demagogy,  and 
has  "killed"  the  valued  policy  bill  recently 
passed  by  both  houses  of  the  state  legisla- 
ture. He  presents  unanswerable  reasons  for 
withholding  his  signature.  We  copy  his 
statement,  as  being  specially  worthy  of 
preservation  in  the  pagesof  the  Coast  Review, 
as  follows : 

THE    GOVEKNOK'S    ARGUMENT. 

When  the  law  was  first  passed  in  Missouri 
it  was  general  in  its  scope,  and  applied,  as 
does  this  bill,  to  all  insurance  companies  and 
associations.  Immediately  a  large  number  of 
companies  withdrew  from  the  state,  and  mu- 
tual associations  sprang  up  in  many  counties. 
Though  local  in  their  nature,  these  associa- 
tions found  it  impossible  to  operate  in  theface 
of  this  law,  and  united  in  securing  an  amend- 
ment expressly  exempting  that  class  of  asso- 
ciations from  the  operation  of  the  law. 

The  argument  quite  generally  relied  upon  in 
support  of  the  law  is  the  proposition  that 
when  an  insurance  company  charges  and  re- 
ceives a  premium  for  a  given  amount  of  insur- 
ance, it  should  in  case  of  loss  pay  the  full 
amount  contracted  for,  and  that  there  is  no 
reason  why  an  insurance  companj'  should  not 
deliver  all  that  it  has  received  pay  for  that 
would  not  apply  with  equal  force  to  any  mer- 
cantile transaction.  I  think  those  who  rely 
upon  this  proposition  misunderstand  the  na- 
ture of  insurance.  Suppose  the  contract  pro- 
vided that  the  company  should  indemnify  the 
insured  against  all  loss  or  damage  not  to  ex- 
ceed a  stated  amount— -theface  of  the  policy. 
Would  any  one  claim  such  a  provision  unjust  J 

We  already  have  a  law  which  makes  the 
amount  of  the  insurance  presumptive  evidence 
of  the  value  of  the  property,  and  the  burden 
is  placed  upon  the  insurance  company  to  prove 
attirmatively  that  the  property  is  worth  less 
than  thisamount;  and  in  no  instance,  I  think, 
has  a  jury  ever  failed  to  find  adversely  to  the 
company  on  this  proposition.  I  believe  this 
provision  goes  to  the  limit  of  safety.  There 
is  no  escaping  the  proposition  that  the 

INSURED   Mi:ST    I'AY    ALL  LOSSES, 

and  anj^  law  that  has  the  effect  to  increase 
the  hazard  must  necessarily  increase  the  rate. 
In  my  judgment  the  state  that  secures  the 
minimum  rate  will  be  that    state    that    pro- 


vides a  uniform  policy,  to  be  used  by  all  com- 
panies, and  that  limits -the  amount  of  recov- 
ery to  three-fourths  of  the  actual  loss.  True 
insurance  is  indemnity.  Nothing  in  excessof 
actual  loss  should  ever  be  collectible.  In  order 
to  reduce  the  loss  to  the  minimum  there  must 
be  some  inducement  for  the  owner  of  the 
property  to  throw  water  rather  than  oil  on  in- 
cipient fires.  He  should  be  made  to  realize 
that  carelessness,  defective  flues  and  piles  of 
inflammable  rubbish  are  not  wholly  at  the 
risk  of  his  underwriter. 

I  am  aware  that  it  is  urged  that  insui'ance 
companies  can  protect  themselves  by  refusing 

OVER- INSURANCE. 

This  is  more  easily  declared  than  demon- 
strated. If  anyone  thinks  otherwise  let  him 
appraise  any  score  of  buildings  within  his 
knowledge,  and  fix  an  amount  equitable  be- 
tween insured  and  insurer.  Or,  if  this  prove 
too  difficult,  let  him  find  an  expert  who  can 
thus  value  property  without  first  examining 
plans  and  making  computations.  In  practice, 
farmers  and  especiallj' those  with  poor  build- 
ings are  made  to  suffer  more  from  this  class 
of  legislation  than  those  living  in  towns 
where  the  property  can  be  more  readily  ex- 
amined, and  where  competent  estimates 
are  more  readily  obtainable. 

Insurance  companies  even  now  dread  over- 
insurance,  and  I  think  it  is  safe  to  challenge 
the  friends  of  this  measure  to  produce  an  in- 
surance agent  who  is  not  repeatedly 

CAUTIONED    AND    WARNED 

and  entreated  to  protect  his  company  against 
excessive  valuations.  I  am  not  so  certain  that 
agents  always  obey  these  instructions,  for 
necessarily  their  compensation  must  consist 
of  commissions.  Very  few  agents  can  make  a 
living  writing  insurance  for  one  company. 
They  can  only  succeed  by  representing  a 
number  of  companies,  and  representing  all  on 
commission. 

I  would  promptly  sign  the  bill  if  I  were  not 
convinced  of  its  evil  effect,  and  if  I  were  not 
quite  sure  if  once  placed  upon  our  statute 
books  it  would  remain  forever.  If  rates  were 
to  gradually  advance,  as  they  surely  would, 
popular  opinion  would  charge  the  companies 
with  having  formed  a  combination.  Few 
would  be  ready  to  admit  the  element  of  self- 
defense.  The  bill  is  not  rejected  in  behalf  of 
insurance  companies,  but  because  such  inves- 
tigation as  I  have  been  able  to  make  convinces 
me  that  it  increases  insurance  rates  far  out  of 
proportion  to  any  possible  advantage  that 
may  be  gained  thereby. 
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Bankers  Life  of    Minnesota    on    a   Legal    Re- 
serve Basis. 

Tl)o  liandwi-iting  on  the  vvull  has  been 
seen  by  the  management  of  the  Bankers 
Life  Association  of  St.  Paul.  Two 
montlis  or  so  ago  a  representative  came 
to  San  Francisco  and  began  offering 
members  a  guaranteed  option  policy  in 
exchange  for  the  old  assessment  certif- 
icate. We  pleasantly  recall  the  fact 
that  a  few  years  ago  this  journal  said 
that  the  association's  rates  would  have  to 
be  revised.  Fortunately,  as  it  appears, 
there  is  not  yet  a  very  great  load  of  liabil- 
ities, unless  the  average  risk  has  become 
greatly  impaired. 

As  Mr.  Secor  says,  "the  company  has 
been  selling  its  policies  too  cheaply,  and 
the  same  is  true  of  all  assessment  com- 
panies.'" Members  who  remain  with  the 
company  on  the  old  plan  must  expect  a 
large  inci-ease  in  rate,  soon  exceeding  the 
legal  reserve  rate. 

The  new  policies,  which  are  to  be  sub- 
stituted for  the  old  certificates,  are  for 
attained  age,  without  re-examination  by 
a  physician.  We  have  heard  of  no  sub- 
stitute policy  for  age  at  entry,  with  a 
note  for  the  necessary  contribution  to 
the  reserve  for  the  intervening  years. 
The  only  advantage  in  joining  at  attained 
age  is  the  absence  of  re-examination;  but 
this  advantage  to  the  individual  may  be 
offset  by  the  disadvantage  to  the  com- 
pany, which  thereby  assumes  a  consider- 
able number  of  impaired  risks.  B^oi*  a 
few  years,  at  least,  the  risks  thus  assumed 
will  have  a  higher  mortality  rate  than  a 
similar  number  of  corresponding  ages 
assumed  by  other   companies. 

The  Bankers  Life  Association  as- 
sumes a  greater  hazard  of  mortality,  but 
it  also,  virtually,  secures  this  business 
without  expense,  it  is.  nevertheless,  a 
serious  matter  for  the  members  of  the 
association  to  consider. 

The  new  rates,  on  a  4  per  cent,  legal 
reserve  basis,  are  less  than  those  of  the 
regular  companies  generally.  For  ex- 
ample, at  attained  age  46  the  annual 
premium,  guaranteed  option  policy,  is 
$32.50  per  SLOOO. 


This  is  an  allowance  of  less  than  $2.50 
per  $1,000  for  the  expense  element,  with 
no  loading  for  an  excessive  rate  of  mortal- 
ity. There  are  therefore  two  defi- 
ciencies— one  for  expense  and  one  for 
mortality — in  addition  to  the  extra  hazard 
of  risks  assumed  at  lower  rates  without 
medical  examination. 

At  the  end  of  three  years  $45  will 
be  lent  on  the  policy,  providing  that  the 
premium  for  the  next  year  be  paid.  The 
reserve,  meantime,  has  become  some- 
thing like  $80,  which  is  ample  security 
for  the  loan.  Another  option  is  a  paid- 
up  policy  for  $68  per  $1,000;  another,  the 
extension  of  the  insurance  two  years  and 
two  months.  The  options  are  safe  • 
enough;  they  certainly  are  not  very 
liberal. 


Acknowledgments. 

Vice-President  Robert  A.  Granniss  of 
the  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  New 
York,  has  thoughtfully  sent  to  the  Coast 
Review  a  handy  little  bound  book,  pre- 
pared and  published  in  the  hope  that  it 
will  be  of  service  in  alleviating  suffering  j 
and  saving  life  by  the  timely  application  1 
of  the  advice  and  instruction  contained  in  \ 
its  pages.  Itis  entitled  "Accidents,  Emer-  \ 
gencies  and  Illnesses."  The  book  is  in- 
tended to  indicate  what  should  be  done  in 
cases  of  ordinai-y  accidents  and  illnesses 
prior  to  the  coming  of  the  medical  ad- 
viser. It  is  fresh  from  the  company's 
own  press  and  is  published  for  gratuitous 
disti-ibution. 

The  fiftieth  annual  statement  of  the 
United  States  Life  comes  to  us  in  hand- 
some form,  printed  in  the  anniversary 
number  of  the  company's  finely  illus- 
trated paper.  The  Ingleside.  We  note 
from  its  pa.ges  that  the  company  issued 
its  first  policy  on  March  4,  1850,  and  the 
total  number  issued  during  the  year  was 
375,  insuring  $756,699.  Fifty  yeai's  later, 
in  1899,  the  company  issued  18,470  policies 
insuring  $39,416,585.  In  1850  it  had  in 
assets  $117,981,  in  1900  $8,038,335.  The 
United  States  Life  is  a  very  useful,  con- 
servative company.     Last  year  it  changed 
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the  business  from  a  four  per  cant,    inter- 
est basis  to  a  three  per  cent. 

Our  reference  library  has  been  further  en- 
enriched  this  month  by  the  receipt  of  Vol.  V. 
Barnes  Condensed  Edition  New  Yoi-k  Insur- 
ance Reports. 

The  Post  Magazine  Almanak  for  1900  is  at 
hand  from  London.  We  note  from  its  pages 
that  forty  new  insurance  companies  entered 
the  field  for  business  in  Great  Britain  in 
1899.  as  against  ninety-five  m  1S9.S.  The  year 
'98,  however,  had  the  largest  entry  that  has 
been  registered  for  at  least  half  a  century. 
Of  the  forty  companies  registei'ing  in  '99, 
eight  were  fire,  six  accident,  two  marine,  ten 
plate  glass,  three  live  stock  and  eleven  mis- 
cellaneous. No  new  life  company  made  its 
appearance.  The  Almanak  is  a  very  handj' 
book  of  reference  to  have  around. 

Foreign. 

It  is  reported  in  Austrian  insurance  circles, 
that  the  Russian  companies  have  raised  the 
rates  in  Russia  for  most  classes  of  factories 
and  large  warehouses  by  twenty  per  cent. 

David  Mirylees,  assistant  secretarj^  of  the 
Alliance  Assurance  Company  for  the  past 
thirty-four  years,  has  retirfed.  Secretary 
Mirylees'  first  connection  with  the  Alliance 
began  in  1852. 

RECOVEKING    A    SINGLE   LIFE   PREMIUM. 

A  special  jui-y,  materially  assisted  by  Jus- 
tice Lawrence,  recently  rendered  an  extraor- 
dinary decision  in  an  action  to  recover  a  life 
insurance  premium.  On  the  ground  that  he 
was  induced  by  certain  misrepresentations 
made  to  him  by  the  company's  solicitor,  to  ef- 
fect an  insui-ance  upon  his  life  for  i'5,000  the 
plaintiff,  eighteen  months  after  the  policy  had 
run  out,  made  a  demand  upon  the  company  for 
the  return  of  the  one  premium  he  had  paid. 
Justice  Lawrence's  examination  of  witnesses 
all  bore  on  the  misrepresentations  charged 
against  the  company's  agent,  and  the  jury 
found  that  misrepresentations  were  made. 
The  justice  said  this  was  a  verdict  for  the 
plaintiff  and  he  thereupon  gave  judgment 
against  the  company  for  amount  claimed  and 
costs.  The  fact  that  the  plaintiff  had  received 
full  value  for  his  money,  or  one  year's  insur- 
ance for  one  year's  premium,  full  equity  and 
no  damage,  seems  to  have  cut  a  sorry  figure 
with  the  jury  and  justice.  The  decision  of 
the  court  of  appeals,  in  this  case,  will  be 
watched  bv    life    insurance   circles    on    both 


sides  of  the  Atlantic  with  exceeding  interest. 

SINGULAR    ACCIDENT   OCCURS   TWICE. 

A  medical  examiner.  Dr.  Albert  Benthall, 
of  one  of  the  larger  accident  offices  in  Eng- 
land, contributes  to  the  Lancet  an  account  of 
an  extraordinary  case  which  has  come  under 
his  notice.  In  January,  189K,  the  doctor  inves- 
tigated a  claim  from  a  grocer's  assistant, 
who,  while  washing  his  face,  accidentally  put 
his  finger  into  his  right  eye,  causing  injury  so 
serious  that  the  eye  had  to  be  removed.  In 
Pebruarj' of  the  present  year,  the  same  man 
put  in  a  claim  for  damage  to  his  left  and  only 
remaining  eye  in  precisely  similar  circum- 
stances, i.  e.,  by  poking  the  eye  with  his  fin- 
ger while  washing.  In  this  case,  although 
the  injuries  are  quite  as  serious  as  on  the  pre- 
vious occasion,  the  surgeon  in  charge  of  the 
case  has  not  yet  decided  to  remove  the  eye. 
The  accident  company,  however,  has  decided 
to  pay  the  claim  for  total  loss  of  sight  at  once. 

DEATHS    FROM    ACCIDENTS. 

The  Labour  Gazette  for  March  states  that 
the  number  of  workpeople  reported  as  killed 
during  1899  by  industrial  accidents  was  4,416, 
or  418  more  than  in  1898,  .38(5  more  than  in  1897, 
and  3(i5  more  than  in  1896.  Of  the  4,416 
deaths  in  1899,  4,145  occurred  in  connection 
with  industries  employing  (according  to  the 
latest  returns)  5,447,140  workpeople.  The 
average  death-rate  for  the  year  in  these  in- 
dustries is  thus  about  76  per  100,000  persons 
employed.  In  the  case  of  the  industries  in 
which  the  remaining  271  fatal  accidents  oc- 
curred the  number  employed  is  not  known. 
The  highest  death-rate  in  1899  was,  as  usual, 
amongst  seamen,  where  it  amounted  to  798  out 
of  everj'  100,000  employed.  Amongst  miners, 
the  rate  per  100,000  was  144  for  underground 
workers,  and  78  for  surface  workers;  amongst 
quarrymen  it  was  87,  and  amongst  railwaj' 
servants  103.  In  the  case  of  factory  opera- 
tives, the  death-rate  was  18  per  100,000  em- 
ployed. With  the  exception  of  quarrymen 
and  surface  workers  at  mines  there  is  an  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  deaths  recorded  for 
each  class  of  workpeople  in  1899  as  compared 
with  1898.  Non-fatal  accidents  occurring  to 
workpeople  employed  in  factories  and  work- 
shops and  on  railways  are  reportable  when 
thej'  are  of  such  a  nature  as  to  prevent  the  in- 
jured person  from  performing  his  ordinary 
work  on  anj'  one  of  three  days  following  that 
on  whic^h  the  accident  took  place.  The  total 
number  of  per.sons  reported  as  injured  during 
lS9!t  was  96,028.     With  the  exception  of  quar- 
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rymeii,  all  classes  of  workpeople  included  in 
the  official  i-eturns  show  increases  in  the  num- 
bers reported  as  injured  by  accidents  in  1899 
as  compared  with  1S9S,  the  larg'est  increase 
being  among  those  reported  as  injured  in  fac- 
tories and  workshops.  Taking  the  whole  of 
the  industries  dealt  with,  the  number  re- 
ported as  injured  in  1899  is  16,159  more  than 
in  189S,  32,123  more  than  in  1897,  and  38,556 
more  than  in  1S9('). 

DINKY'S    DISTlllCT    COrXCII.IS. 

The  British  Natural  Premium  Life  Assur- 
ance Company  has  three  men  in  the  make  up 
of  its  operation  and  executive  staff,  who  enjoy 
world-wide  reputations.  The  company  re- 
cently appeai-ed  in  the  roll  of  defendant  to  a 
suit  in  Justice  Lawrence's  court,  a  policy- 
holder having  begun  an  action  to  recover  pre- 
miums paid,  on  ground  of  gross  misx-epresent- 
ations  of  the  solicitor  who  secured  him.  Wil- 
liam Dinkelspiel,  our  old  and  tried  "Dinky," 
and  one  of  the  staff  three,  came  to  the  fore 
with  his  old  graft.  In  England,  however,  it 
is  a  district  council.  In  consideration  of 
Dinky's  assurance  that  the  assured  would 
have  a  place  on  the  district  council,  and  that 
his  percentage  upon  the  business  done  would 
amount  to  S':500  per  year,  "Dinky"  was  given 
an  application  for  $25,000  insurance,  and  a 
check  to  cover  the  premium.  The  other  staff 
ofticer  who  appeared  in  the  witness  box  and 
whose  relations  with  the  Dinkys,  William  and 
Simon,  have  been  of  the  close  confidential  or- 
der for  yea  these  many  years,  vyas  sworn  as 
William  Henry  Hayward,  general  manager 
and  secretar.v  of  the  defendant  company  since 
its  organization  in  1891.  Prior  to  that  he  was 
manager  of  the  Mutual  Reserve  Fund  Life 
Association  in  London  for  three  .years.  What 
a  congenial  trio!  William  Heni'y  Hayward, 
organizer  and  general  manager  and  secretary, 
inside,  William  Dinkelspiel,  head  push  in  the 
solicitors'  department,  organizeroutside,  with 
brother  Simon  a  close  second.  Last  month's 
Coast  Review  gave  a  brief  record  of  shady 
transactions  in  the  shares  of  the  company 
wherein  the  court  ordered  William  Dinkel- 
spiel to  disgorge.  It  clearly  is  quite  evident 
that  there  is  something  doing  all  the  time,  on 
the  inside  or  on  the  outside  offices  of  the 
British  Natural  Premium  Life  Assurance 
outfit. 

OLIVER   goldsmith's    HOUSE   DEMOLISHED. 

The  Post  Magazine,  London,  in  a  recent  is- 
sue made  modest  mention  that  it  would  va- 
cate on  May  1,  the  hou§e,  No.  4    Wine  Court,  -» 


off  Fleet  street,  made  famous  by  Goldsmith  and 
Johnson,  and  which  it  had  occupied  since  its 
establishment  fifty  years  ago.  This  announce- 
ment, commonplace  in  itself,  becomes  in  the 
splendor  of  the  recollection  an  item  of  sur- 
passing interest,  as  it  is  recalled  to  us  that 
this  is  the  very  house  in  which  Oliver  Gold- 
smith, upon  being  emancipated  from  the  slav- 
ery of  newspaper  essayist  and  bookseller's 
drudge,  by  the  success  awai'ded  his  first 
signed  work.  The  Traveler,  took  up  his  abode 
midst  comfortable  furnishings  and  surround- 
ings. It  was  to  this  house  that  the  great  lex- 
icographer. Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  came  to 
Goldy's  relief  one  fine  morning,  when  an  in- 
exorable and  possibly  long  suffering  landlady 
had  placed  the  easy  going  Oliver  in  arrest 
for  i-ents  unpaid.  But  the  splendors  of  the' 
recollection  are  not  to  be  dwelt  upon  in 
these  columns,  naught  but  the  shadow  of  a 
pleasant  thought,  while  we  note  that  the 
march  of  progress  and  development  has,  ere 
this  is  printed,  layed  destroying  hands  on  the 
house  in  Wine  Court  to  make  vvay, — but  that 
is  another  story. 

LOWEK    BIHTH-H.\TES. 
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International  vital  statistics  sliow  that  in 
all  the  foreign  countries  from  which  returns 
for  the  year  1898  have  been  received,  except 
Switzerland,  the  birth-rates  during  that  year 
were  lower  than  the  respective  averages  for 
the  27  years  1871-97;  but  the  rates  in  Den- 
mai'k,  Norway,  Switzerland,  the  German 
Empire,  and  Prussia  showed  an  increase  on 
the  figures  for  the  year  1897.  The  death- 
rates  of  all  the  countries  were  considerably 
below  the  averages  for  the  preceeding  27 
years,  but  those  of  Switzerland,  the  Nether- 
lends,  Belgium,  France  and  Italy  were  above 
the  corresponding  figures  for  the  year  1897. 

BiKDS  Cause  a  Fike. — English  sparrows 
wei'e  the  cause  of  a  small  blaze  in  a  dwelling 
in  Oakland.  The  birds  had  found  a  hole  in 
the  weatherboarding,  through  which  they 
passed.  They  built  a  nest  in  the  attic. 
Smoke  attracted  attention  and  an  alarm  was 
turned  in.  The  firemen  found  that  the  smoke 
came  from  bird-nests.  Half-burned  matches 
were  amon'g  the  twigs  and  sticks  composing 
the  nests.  It  is  believed  that  the  origin  of 
two  or  three  recent  mysterious  garret  fires  is 
now  explained.  But  where  did  these  bird 
nuisances  find  the  matches? 


The  Farmers   Mutual    Fire   of  Mississippi 
has  a    lot    of    long    overdue    claims    unpaid. 
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Claimants  have  beeu  forced  to  sue  the  officers. 
Moral :  beware  of  mutual  fire  insurance. 

General  Agent  John  H.  Lenehan. 
As  was  expected,  the  assistant  general 
agent  of  the  Western  and  Southern  de- 
partment of  the  Phenix,  of  Brooklyn,  at 
Chicago,  has  been  appointed  general 
agent,  succeeding  the  late  Eugene  Har- 
beck.  Mr.  Lenehan  has  been  acting  gen- 
eral agent  for  a  year  past,  and  was  no 
doubt  appointed  assistant  with  a  view  to 
his  succeeding  the  afflicted  Mr.  H.  Mr. 
Lenehan  is  an  experienced  underwriter, 
and  was  formerly  assistant  manager  of 
the  Western  department  of  the  North 
British.  He  has  selected  as  his  assistant 
Charles  R.  Street,  who  has  been  identified 
with  the  Phenix's  Western  department 
for  the  past  sixteen  years. 

Property  Loss  in  the  Pacific  West. 

The  abridged  edition  of  the  Chronicle  Fire 
Tables  give  the  following  property  fire-loss 
figures  for  last  year  in  the  Pacific  West : 

No.  flres      Property  loss 

Ai-izona 105  f    354,010 

California    ....  3,319  5,4yl,755 

Colorado 489  1,475,710 

Idaho 103  556,305 

Montana  .       ...     300  575,330 

Nevada «1  108,640 

New  Mexico   .       .       75  350,585 

Oregon 514  957,675 

Utah 350  348,690 

Washington    .    .    .     561  1,330,935 

Wyoming     ....      116  149,670 

Totals 4,799        $11,589,195 

Tariff  associations  have  existed  among 
fire  underwriters  for  many  genei-ations, 
and  the  fire  tar-iff  is  the  only  means  yet 
discovered,  oi-  even  suggested,  for  the 
apportionment  of  the  fire  tax  by  a  system. 

There  are  many  charges  assessed 
against  the  public  by  other  activities,  in 
a  manner  tacitly  admitted  to  be  just, 
which  would  not  be  tolerated  for  an  in- 
stant in  fire  insurance.  Waiving  all  con- 
sideration of  the  numerous  misfit  govern- 
mental tariffs  which  have  been  tried  and 
discarded,  let  us  take,  for  example,  the 
street  railways.  Every  passenger  pays 
five  cents  a  ride;  one  passenger  rides  ten 


miles,  another  two  blocks:  one  weighs 
250  pounds,  another  90  pounds;  one 
occupies  two  seats,  another  has  to  hang 
on  to  the  platform — and  altogether,  a 
uniform  charge  is  made  for  very  different 
accomodations. — The  Rationale  of  Fire 
Rates. 

Pacific    Mutual  Elections    to    Fill   Vacancies. 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Pacific  Mutual  Life  In- 
surance Company,  May  14,  the  following 
elections  were  made  to  fill  vacancies: 

Geo.  W.  Scott,  vice-president,  succeeding 
Geo.  W.  Beaver,  deceased. 

M.  R.  Higgins,  member  of  executive  com- 
mittee, succeeding  the  late  Mr.  Beaver. 

S.  M.  Marks,  secretary,  succeeding  J.  N. 
Patton,  resigned  on  account  of  long-continued 
ill  health. 

T.  L.  Miller,  assistant  secretary,  succeed- 
ing Mr.  Marks,  promoted. 

Vice-President  Scott  is  a  well  known 
business  man  and  capitalist  of  San  Fran- 
cisco. He  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Scott  &  Van  Arsdale,  lumber  dealers,  and 
is  also  one  of  the  principal  stockholders 
and  managers  of  the  McCloud  River 
Lumber  Co.  and  the  McCloud  River 
Railroad  ('o.,  which  employ  about  850 
men.  Mr.  Scott  has  for  many  years 
been  a  member  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  the  Pacific  Mutual. 

M.  R.  Higgins,  who  has  been  made 
a  member  of  the  executive  committee,  is 
the  second  vice-president  and  general 
superintendent. 

S.  M.  Marks,  the  new  secretary,  has 
been  connected  with  the  company  since 
July  1,  1872,  and  has  been  assistant  sec- 
retary since  February  14,  1882. 

T.  L.  Miller,  who  succeeds  Mr.  Mai-ks 
as  assistant  secretary,  will  continue  to  be 
manager  of  the  industrial  department. 
Mr.  Miller  was  formerly  identified  with 
fii-e  underwriting  on  this  Coast. 


It  now  looks  as  if  1900  would  be  another 
$150,000,000  fire  waste  year  in  the  United 
States.  Losses  so  far  this  year  equal  those 
for  the  corresponding  time  last  year. 

"The  statistical  information  in  the  April 
Coast  Review  greatly  assists  me,"  writes  a 
manager. 
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The  Palatine  is   Purchased  by   the  Commer- 
cial Union. 

A  BIG  INSURANCE  DEAL  IN  ENGLAND— 
THE  COMMERCIAL  UNION  BUYS  THE 
PALATINE,  AND  WILL  OPERATE  IT— THE 
PALATINE  AGENCY  PLANT  WILL  BE 
CONTINUED  AS  HERETOFORE. 

For  some  time  past  a  big  insui-atice  deal 
has  been  in  progress,  but  there  was  not  a 
hint  of  the  transaction  until  a  definite 
offer  had  been  made,  and  had  been  ac- 
cepted by  the  directors.  Even  then, 
seemingly,  it  was  hoped  that  no  informa- 
tion thereof  would  leak  out  until  the 
deal  had  been  consummated  by  the  formal 
approval  of  the  stockholders.  But 
somebody  in  New  York  appeal's  to  have 
made  a  premature  statement,  and  from 
that  city  was  telegraphed  over  the  coun- 
try an  incomplete  and  misleading  press 
dispatch. 

The  particulars  of  this  great  transac- 
tion are  not  at  hand,  but  enough  is  known 
to  authorize  the  announcement  that  the 
Palatine  of  Manchester — assets,  business 
and  name — has  been  bought  outright  by 
the  Commercial  Union  of  London.  The 
deal  appears  to  have  been  similar  to  the 
purchase  of  the  Queen  by  the  Royal  sev- 
eral years  ago.  The  right  to  the  use 
of  the  name  Palatine  is  included  in  the 
purchase,  and  the  business  of  the  Pala- 
tine will  be  continued  as  heretofore. 
Manager  Laton  and  other  depai'tment 
managers  in  this  country  have  been 
cabled  to  continue  writing  direct  business 
as  heretofore. 

The  Palatine  has  $2,637,777  assets  in- 
vested in  the  United  States.  Of  this  sum, 
$598,208  is  clear  surplus.  The  American 
premium  income  last  year  totaled  $2,287,- 
(i31,  which  is  a  gain  of  $342,000.  The 
total  cash  assets  of  the  company  exceed 
$3,555,000,  with  a  considerable  surplus  in 
excess  of  capital  and  all  real  and  tech- 
nical liabilities.  The  policyholders  now 
have  the  additional  security  of  the  much 
larger  Commercial  Union  Assurance  Co., 
the  annual  statement  of  which  is  printed 
on  another  page. 


The  Dela^^are  in  This  Field. 
The  Delaware,  of  Philadelphia,  has  re- 
turned to  this  Coast,  and  has  appointed 
Edward  Brown  &  Sons  general  agents  for 
all  of  the  Pacific  West  territory,  except- 
ing Colorado,  New  Mexico  and  Wyoming. 
The  company  has  returned  to  stay,  for 
its  managers  realize  that  the  withdrawal 
in  1895  was  a  mistake.  The  Delaware  is 
sixty-five  years  old,  and  has  $839,418  sur- 
plus to  policyholders. 

Queer  Applications. 

Several  times  during  the  past  few  years 
application  has  been  made,  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, for  a  policy  covering  standing  tim- 
ber, for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  loan.  Of 
course,   no  office   would  assume  the  risk. 

There  is  now  inquiry  for  insuranr^e  cov- 
ering '"pedigreed"  Belgian  hares.  The 
value  put  on  them  by  their  owners  is 
enormous.  Policies  have  recently  been 
written  on  these  hares,  only  to  be  quickly 
canceled. 

Sensational  Accident  Claim. 

A  young  Omaha  physician  insured  the  life 
of  a  friend,  who  was  alleged  to  be  the  debtor 
of  the  former.  Subsequently  the  two  poli- 
cies, one  accident  and  one  life,  were  assigned 
to  the  dot^tor.  Soon  afterward  he  took  the 
assured  out  driving,  and  left  him  in  the  car- 
riage while  he  made  a  professional  call.  Re- 
turning, he  found  his  "friend"  lying  uncon- 
scious on  the  ground.  The  assured  died  soon 
afterward.  The  body  was  exhumed,  and 
poison  was  found  in  the  stomach.  A  broken 
neck  was  the  alleged  cause  of  death ;  but  the 
doctor  had  taken  the  precaution  to  remove 
the  cervical  vertibrae  before  any  other  phy- 
sician could  make  an  examination.  The 
theoi'y  is  that  the  unfortunate  man  had  been 
drugged  so  as  to  cause  him  to  fall.  Of  course, 
payment  of  the  insurance  money  was  re- 
fused, the  evidence  being  strongly  in  favor  of 
the  theory  of  mui'der.  It  was  also  found  that 
the  story  of  a  loan  to  the  assured  was  ground- 
less. There  was  no  insurable  interest.  The 
doctor  then  assigned  the  policies  to  the  dead 
man's  sisters,  and  left  the  city.  Though  no 
legal  liability  existed,  the  company  com- 
promised with  the  family. 

We  acknowledge  our  indebtedness  to  a 
number  of  subscribers  for  interesting  news- 
paper clippings. 
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American  Legion  of    Honor's    Double  Assess- 
ment. 

RAPID    DECLINE    IN    MEMBERSHIP— CRITI- 
CAL  CONITION   OF   AFFAIRS. 

The  American  Legion  of  Honor  (of 
Boston)  has  been  compelled  to  levy  an- 
other double  assessment,  payable  this 
month.  The  effect  can  hardly  be  other- 
wise than  disastrous.  In  ten  years  the 
membership  has  fallen  from  62,574  to 
16.894.  It  does  not  seem  possible  for  the 
order  to  long  survive  this  double  assess- 
ment. 

During  the  past  four  months  the  deaths 
have  averaged  55,  gradually  increasing 
from  52  to  61,  with  more  claims  to  be 
acted  upon.  The  order  owes  several  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  and  the  proceeds 
of  the  double  assessment  will  still  leave  a 
considerable  balance  of  outstanding 
claims. 

FALLING    MEMBEK8H1P. 

Year.  Members. 

1890 02.574 

1891 61,355 

1892 60,554 

1893      60,076 

1894 56,061 

1895  53,210 

1896 36,028 

1897 .  21,315 

1898 .    .  .  19,119 

1899 16,895 

The  order  has  drawn  on  its  emergency 
fund,  but  still  has  a   substantial  balance. 


Way  Down  Southeast. 

It  is  a  far  cry  to  the  Southeast,  along 
the  Atlantic,  but  the  fire  underwriters  of 
the  "New  South"  are  men  who  do  things 
and  have  ideas.  Their  tariff  association 
went  up  to  Washington  in  nineteenth  an- 
nual convention,  last  month.  The  presi- 
dent's address  was  interesting  from  end 
to  end.  He  reported  a  shameful  state  of 
things  in  Virginia,  as  regards  local  agents, 
who  have  secui-od  legislation  hostile  to 
insurance  interests  and  of  only  temporary 
benefit  to  themselves.  They  now  have  a 
law  prohibiting  the  companies  from  re- 
quiring agents  to  sign  an  agi-eeraent  to 
accept    a    uniform    rate    of   commission. 


These  agents  also  -violently  opposed  the 
repeal  of  the  law  prohibiting  the  associa- 
tion from  making  rates  in  Virginia. 
Local  agents  in  Ohio,  Indiana  and  else- 
where are  assuming  the  same  attitude  of 
hostility  to  the  real  interests  of  the  com- 
panies, the  agents  and  jjolicyholders. 
Something  like  this  was  predicted  when 
the  national  association  of  local  agents 
was  organized.  The  oldest  and  most  con- 
servative underwriters  have  opposed  any 
concessions  to,  or  the  receipt  of  any 
favors  from,  organized  local  agents,  on 
the  ground  that  they  will  abuse  their 
privileges  and  misuse  their  authority. 
Recent  developments,  we  regret  to  add, 
are  confirming  this  harsh  judgment. 
Many  local  agents  seem  near  kin  to  the 
man  who  killed  the  goose  which  laid 
golden  eggs. 

Mainland  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters. 

The  Vancouver,  B.  C,  board  held  its 
annual  meeting  on  May  5.  The  following 
officers  were  elected  :  D.  C.  McGregor, 
Vancouver,  president;  R.  L.  Day,  Vic- 
toria, vice-president;  Chas.  R.  Gilbert, 
San  Francisco,  secretary,  succeeding  G. 
W.  Hobson,  resigned. 

The  first  banquet  of  the  Mainland  Board 
of  Pii-e  Underwriters  was  "inaugurated  " 
very  successfully.  The  attendance  of 
members  and  guests  was  large.  Among 
the  latter  was  W.  L.  Gazzam  of  Seattle, 
"our  American  brother."  Flashlight 
photos  were  taken,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
married  men. 

In  1898,  $1,368,277  insurance  loss:  in 
1899,  $3,818,092.  This  is  the  loss  in  a  city 
where,  as  in  San  Francisco,  there  were 
insurance  men  and  property-holders  who 
scoffed  at  the  idea  of  a  big  fire — in  Phila- 
delphia. 

Many  clerks'  associations  actively  favor 
early  closing  institutions.  It  would  be  a 
mistake,  however,  to  infer  from  this  that 
they  favor  mutual  fire  insurance  com- 
panies. 

The  man  who  said  "capital  is  timid" 
never  heard  of  the  many  casualty  com- 
panies organized  in  Baltimore. 
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A  Court  of  Commissioners  to  Take  Evidence 
in  Honolulu. 
An  executive  order,  creatiog  a  court  of 
commissioners  to  take  evidence  of  losses 
caused  by  the  burning  of  Chinatown  in 
Honolulu,  was  issued  by  President  Dole 
on  April  2.  The  order  defines  the  limita- 
tions and  principles  of  the  court  as 
follows: 

"The  establishment  of  the  said  court  is  not 
to  be  taken  as  an  admission  of  the  existence 
of  an  J'  liability  on  the  part  of  the  government, 
but  the  question  whether  or  not  liability 
exists  for  the  losses  in  question  is  in  each 
case  to  be  decided  by  the  court. 

"Such  court  being  created  for  the  sole 
object  of  hearing  and  adjudicating  claims 
against  the  government  based  upon  the  losses 
caused  by  the  burning  of  Chinatown,  has 
exclusive  jurisdiction  in  the  premises,  and 
such  new  class  of  claims  being  refei-red  only 
to  the  arbitrament  of  a  court  specially  created 
therefore,  no  right  of  appeal  exists  from  its 
decisions,  which  are  therefore  final. 

"The  court  is  authorized  to  entertain  claims 
for  actual  losses  of  property  only,  and  claims 
for  speculation  or  consequential  damages,  or 
for  rents,  loss  of  the  use  or  oc^cupation  of  prop- 
erty, or  loss  of  pi'ofits  through  the  interrup- 
tion of  business,  will  not  be  considered." 

The  commissioners  are  authorized  to 
take  evidence  of  losses  caused  by  the 
burning  of  Chinatown,  in  "Honolulu, 
either  by  the  direct  ordei-s  of  the  board 
of  health  or  incidental  thereto,  and  to 
make  awards  and  judgments  on  such 
losses."  President  Dole's  attention  hav- 
ing been  called  to  the  seeming  injustice  of 
charging  a  filing  fee  of  twenty  dollars,  as 
provided  for  in  the  order,  said:  "It  is 
my  opinion  that  the  matter  of  charging 
tiling  fees  will  be  left  largely  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  court  of  claims,  so  that 
poor  claimants  will  have  an  opportunity 
of  being  charged  a  pro  rata  fee.  " 

Claimants  began  filing  claims  before 
the  court  on  April  4.  All  claims  must  be 
filed  before  June  1. 


of  a  stipulation  that  the  landlord  should 
not  be  liable  for  any  elevator  accident, 
did  not  avail  with  the  court.  The  moral 
whereof  is,  keep  your  elevator  insured  in 
in  a  good  company. 


An  Elevator  Decision. 
A  New  York  court  has  ruled  that  eleva- 
tor  owners    are  common     carriers,     and 
responsible  for  any  accident  due   to   neg- 
ligence.   The  plea  of  a  lease  to  tenants,  and 


Incident  of  the  San  Francisco   Fire   of    1 85 1. 

Our  article  in  the  April  number  of  the 
Coast  Review,  on  "Early  San  Francisco 
Conflagrations,  "  reminds  Manager  Geo. 
D.  Dornin  that  he  was  among  the 
"burned  out"  in  the  great  fire  of  May  3, 
1851.  In  partnership  with  Henry  I. 
Beers  (now  a  leading  banker  of  Oil  City, 
Pa.)  under  the  firm  name  of  Dornin  & 
Beers  he  was  established  in  general 
merchandising,  on  Jackson  street  between 
Montgomery  and  Sansome  streets,  the 
water  line  of  the  bay  coming  up  to  San- 
some street  at  that  point.  Both  partners 
were  under  age.  We  beg  Mr.  Dornin 's 
pardon  for  giving  away  his  present  age, 
when  we  mention  that  at  the  time  of  the 
fire  he  lacked  eight  months  of  being 
twenty-one.  The  rapid  spread  of  the  fire 
took  practically  the  entire  stock  of  the 
young  merchants,  and  left  them  to  start 
the  world  anew. 

Mr.  Dornin  refers  to  an  advertisement 
in  his  scrap-book,  taken  from  the  Alta 
California,  as  indicative  of  the  disposition, 
in  those  days,  to  adapt  One's  self  to  new 
conditions.     It  reads: 

"George  D.  Dornin  (formerly  of  Dornin 
&  Beers)  will  attend  to  plain   Painting, 
Lining,  and  any  other  kind   of   business. 
Residence  at  Tucker's  Restaurant,  on  the 
Plaza.      Slates    for    orders    at    Otten    & 
Cohn's,  Gold  Street,  "Point  Market,"  Pa- 
cific Wharf,  and  at  W.   O.   Wilson's  Gro- 
cery, Pacific  Street,  two  doors  above   the 
hospital.     May  23,  1851." 
The  Tucker    mentioned    as    restaurant 
keeper  was  subsequently    and   for    many 
years  the  leading  jeweler  of  San  Francisco. 

Unearned  premiums  are  taxable.  So 
decides  the  New  York  S.  C.  This  ques- 
tion seems  to  have  been  raised  for  the 
first  time  by  the  National  Surety. 

New  Yokk  City  fire  losses  last  year 
amounted  to  $7,458,840,  which  equals  or  ex- 
ceeds the  fire  premiums. 
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Cotnmercial  Union  Assurance  Company; 

A    PROSPEROUS    YEAR— LARGE    GAINS    IN 
ASSETS,  SURPLUS  AND  PREMIUMS. 

In  a  year  of  generally  unfavorable  fire 
office  figures  it  is  refreshing  to  note  ex- 
ceptions, such  as  the  statement  of  the 
Commercial  Union  Assurance  Company, 
which  appears  elsewhere  in  this  issue  of 
the  Coast  Review.  In  both  its  general 
statement  and  its  United  States  branch 
statement  this  flourishing  company  shows 
a  handsome  balance  on  the  year's  trans- 
actions. 

The  totals,  as  compared  with  those  of 
last  year,  show  large  gains  in  assets,  in 
surplus  and  in  premiums.  The  total  ad- 
mitted assets  are  now  $25,859,505,  which 
is  a  gain  of  about  a  million  and  a  quarter 
in  the  yeai-. 

The  fire  department  presents  the  fol- 
lowing impressive  totals,  as  set  forth  in 
the  Coast  Review  Fire  Insurance  Chart: 
Assets,  $14.(i26,752,  a  gain  of  $653,389:  net 
surplus.  $f).249.622,  a  gain  of  $275,136: 
surplus  as  regards  policyholders,  $7,499,- 
622;  premiums,  $6,873,307,  a  gain  of 
$203, 131.  Losses  were  only  56.4  per  cent, 
of  the  premiums.  The  total  income, 
$7,278,703,  was  $1,117,368  in  excess  of 
losses  and  expenses. 

The  United  States  branch  figures  show 
increased  assets  and  premiums,  and  a  loss 
ratio  6  per  cent,  less  than  the  general 
average  for  all  companies  in  this  coun- 
try last  year.  Nearly  four  million  dol- 
lars of  the  company's  money  is  in- 
vested in  the  United  States,  and  of  this 
sum  a  third  is  clear  surplus. 

The  Pacific  Coast  department,  which 
is  under  the  management  of  C.  F.  Mul- 
lins,  wrote  nearly  a  quarter-million  pre- 
miums last  year,  with  a  loss  ratio  of 
only  35  per  cent. 

Manager  MuUins  also  has  charge  of  the 
Pacific  department  of  the  Alliance  of 
London  and  of  the  Commercial  Union  of 
New  York.  For  these  three  companies 
he  wi-ote  $398,068  premiums  last  year,  and 
incurred  a  loss  ratio  exti-aordinarily  low, 
being  only  30.7  per  cent.  Among  the  de- 
partments and  general    agencies   in    this 


field  Manager  Mullins''s  department  ranks 
third  in  premium  receipts. 


Annual    Meeting    of    Board   of    Fire    Under- 
w^riters. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Fire 
Underwriters  of  the  Pacific,  last  week,  the 
officers  were  re-elected.  Officers  and  com- 
mittees now  are: 

Chas.  D.  Haven,  president;  Wm.  J.  Button, 
vice-president;  E.  F.  Mohrhardt,  secretary; 
Geo.  E.  Butler,  ti'easurer. 

Executive  committee:  Chas.  D.  Haven, 
ex-offlcio;  Wm.  J.  Button,  ex-offlcio;  F.  J. 
Bevlin,  W.  H.  Lowden,  R.  C.  Medcraft,  Geo. 
F.  Grant,  Cesar  Bertheau,  Arthur  Brown, 
Herbert  Folger.  Alfred  Stillman  was  re- 
elected secretary. 

Grievance  committee  :  H.  R.  Mann,  chair- 
man ;  S.  B.  Ives,  B.  J.  Smith.  W.  O.  Way- 
man,  T.  Edw.  Pope,  I.  Gutte,  W.  P.  Thomas. 

These  names,  and  the  district  managers, 
etc.,  all  appear  in  the  directory  in  the  Coast 
Review  Fire  Insurance  Chart,  now  a-printing 
and  to  be  shortly  spread  broadcast  on  the  en- 
tire Pacific  Coast. 


Death  of  Vice-President  Beaver. 

A  good  man  has  departed  and  a  long  and 
honorable  career  is  closed.  After  an  illness 
of  six  months,  Geo.  W.  Beaver,  for  the  past 
twelve  years  vice-president  of  the  Pacific 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  passed 
away,  at  the  age  of  75,  on  May  6,  1900.  Mr. 
Beaver  was  a  native  of  Franklin  county, 
Pennsylvania.  He  came  to  California  when  a 
young  man,  and  was  engaged  in  business  in 
this  state  for  upwards  of  half  a  centui-y.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  he  was  prominentlj- 
identified  with  such  local  institutions  as  the 
San  Francisco  Savings  Union,  California  Cot- 
ton Mill,  Pacific  Gas  Improvement  Co.  and 
Spring  Valley  Water  Co.  Mr.  Beaver  was 
something  more  than  a  successful  business 
man.  He  was  a  genial  gentleman,  an  ex- 
emplary citizen,  and  a  man  of  broad  views 
and  sound  judgment  whose  influence  in  the 
community  had  always  been  conservative  and 
wholesome. 

Uni'Kokitaisle  FiKK  Um)ei{\vhitin(;.— The 
Traders  of  New  York  will  soon  retire.  It 
was  organized  in  1898  as  the  successor  of  a 
Lloyds,  but  has  incurred  heavy  losses  ever 
since.  The  Artisans  of  Pittsburg  will  retire  ; 
and  the  Armenia  of  the  same  town  has  had 
enough  of  New  England  business. 


.    .    .   STATEMENT   OF   THE    .    .    . 

COMMERCIAL  UNION 

ASSURANCE  COMPANY,  Limited 

Of   London,   Enfrlnntl.  (Established  1861.) 

JAiSUARY    /,    !900. 

Pacific  Coast  Branch,  4  J6  and  418  California  St.,    San  Francisco. 

Amount  of  Capital  Stock  (fully  subscribed)  $12,500,000.00 

Paid  Up  in  Cash,  $1,250,000.00. 


ASSETS.  ^(jjj 

Real  Estate  Owned  by  Company '^'???'o5o"«  ^Ka 

Loans  on  Bonds  and  Mortgages !1,  ,ncnn  "^ 

Cash  Market  Value  Stocks  and  Bonds '',„I'I,..„  <K/i 

Cash  In  Banks ^'"^S2=■J?  ^^^ 

Interest  on  Stocks I'lll'll  Wf] 

Interest  on  Bond  and  Mortgage  Loans ,.r«,ni  -K" 

Premiums  In  Course  of  Collection ,11  „X;  „;  Wf) 

Bills  Receivable,  not  matured l?j',c,cl  'A' 

Total  Assets  of  Life  Department „H,o  i5  W 

All  other  property  Owned  by  Company .   .  334,733.44  .v. 

TOTAL    ASSETS $25,859,505.71    ^g 

LIABILITIES.  W 

Unpaid  Losses  adjusted  or  in  process  of  adjustment $      753.830.00  1\()/1 

Unearned  Premiums  on  Fire  Risks ^'?5i'?$I*SS  tnA'/t 

Unearned  Premiums  on  Marine  Risks 900,000.00  WH 

Liability  under  Life  Department ■     ^''232.753.58  ^K. 

Cash  Dividends  Remaining  Unpaid ,,;  ,i,oc  -K 

All  other  demands  against  the  Company 2,218.713.85  ^^jj 

TOTAL  LIABILITIES $18,359,883.10  ^(jjf) 

POLICY-HOLDERS'  SURPLUS $7,499.622.6!  \lj) 

$25,859,505.71  1\^/J 

INCOME.  ^^3 

Net  Cash  Actually  Received  for  Fire  Premiums $  5,785.155.00  -i' 

Marine  and  Inland  Risks 1,108,152.25  WU 

Received  for  interest,  dividends,  etc     405,800.18  t,A^ 

Total  Income  of  Life  Department .         1,545,285.12  ^w 

TOTAL   INCOME $8,824,192.55    W 

EXPENDITURES.  ■^j^ 

Net  Amount  paid  for  Fire  Losses    .  .       $  3.249,039.58  .., 

Net  Amount  paid  for  Marine  Losses 626.125.00  i;\(j/) 

Dividends  to  Stockholders 404.986.75  -i- 

Paid  or  allowed  for  Commissions  or  Brokerage  .   .             814.851.70  \iJD 

Paid  for  Salaries,  etc •' 1,380,042.75  ^h\ 

Total  Expenditure  Life  Department 947,043.00  UW 

All  other  Payments  and  Expenditures .             91,275.84  ^jfj 

TOTAL     EXPENDITURES $7,513,364.62  ^K' 


^   All  Losses  on  the  Pacific  Coast  Promptly  Paid  through  Branch  Office  at   ^^^ 
^(^  Nos.  416  and  418  California  St.,  San  Francisco,  ^ 

®  C.  F.   MULLINS,   Manager.  M 

^  E.  T.  NIEBLING,  Asst.  Manager.  M 
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The  Press. 

The  Western  Insurance  Review,  a  monthly, 
does  not  resemble  its  old  self  these  days.  It 
has  the  St.  Louis  held  all  to  itself,  with  not 
even  a  make-believe  competitor.  Our  eon- 
temporary  is  doing  good,  original  work. 

DiKiNCi  a  momentary  eclipse  of  good  nature 
the  Intelligencer  strikes  us  unfairly,  when  he 
says  that  the  Coast  Review  sneered  at  the 
Metropolitan  Life.  We  have  a  high  opinion 
of  this  great  industrial,  and  envy  the  honor- 
able president  his  hair. 

We  have  sent  to  the  principal  Coast  papers 
marked  copies  of  the  table  (April  Coast 
Review)  showing  that  the  expenses  and  losses 
of  nearly  all  the  principal  companies  in  the 
United  States  last  year  exceeded  the  premium 
receipts.  We  are  determined  to  do  our  part 
in  the  work  of  educating  the  secular  editor 
in  insurance  "fax  and  liggers." 

The  Insurance  Magazine  of  Kansas  City— it 
seems  as  if  it  were  yesterday  that  Mr. 
Wilder  ventured  his  boat  on  a  treacherous 
sea  which  now  seems  plain  sailing  for  any  old 
thing— but  here  is  a  number  well  along  in 
volume  18.  The  Magazine  has  always  been 
original  and  vigorous  and  interesting  and  use- 
ful, and  has  covered  its  own  field  thoroughly. 
It  has  done  what  few  other  papers  ever  did. 
It  has  printed  the  portrait  of  the  living  editor 
of  another  paper. 

We  are  regaled  by  Insurance  Economics  with 
letters  from  admiring  readers  who  congrat- 
ulate it  on  the  absence  of  advertisements — 
•'or  words  to  that  effect,"  as  the  coached  wit- 
ness said  after  giving  his  name.  But  turn- 
ing over  the  pages  of  the  same  issue  we  are 
surprised  to  find  a  four-page  write  up  of  an 
exceedingly  meritorious  and  well  known  life 
insurance  company.  Now.  as  to  notices  of 
companies,  which  one  writer  says  he  always 
skips.  If  they  are  written,  not  as  nauseous 
puffs,  but  as  presentation  of  facts  and  reviews 
of  annual  statements,  they  are  the  very 
articles  which  the  local  and  special  with  a 
reputation  for  knowledge  will  not  skip.  No 
man  is  truly  "an  insurance  man"  unless  he 
has  a  general  knowledge  of  the  condition  and 
resources  of  the  principal  companies  engaged 
in  his  "line"  in  his  field.  He  should  keep 
posted.  He  must  have  facts  and  figures,  of 
other  companies  as  well  as  of  his  own,  at 
tongue's  end.  There  is  no  better  way  to 
acquire  tliis  information,  and  to  make  it 
stick,  than  to  glance  at  company  write-ups  in 
the  mattei'-of-fact  legitimate  insurance  press. 


The  property-owner,  too,  is  not  unwilling  to 
see  his  broker's  or  agent's  representations 
verified  by  reliable  journals  devoted  to  insur- 
ance interests.         

Utah  Utterings. 

Special  Ferris  of  the  Connecticut  is  in  Mon- 
tana on  a  two  months'  trip,  so  his  office  is 
closed  to  visitors. 

Utah  net  receipts  dropped  off  about  $27,000 
for  the  year  past.  The  Eastern  reporting 
companies  show  a  slight  increase. 

Special  Charles  R.  Thompson  of  Seattle  has 
been  looking  the  field  and  the  agents  of  the 
German-American  over  for  several  days. 

Assistant  Manager  Palache  of  the  Hartford 
was  a  welcome  visitor  of  the  month.  He  as- 
sisted the  Local  Agent's  Fund  for  the  Scofield 
sufferers  to  the  extent  of  $25. 

Special  A.  W.  Thornton  of  Seattle  came 
through  this  way  on  his  journev  to  the  San 
Francisco  oflice,  and  spent  several  days  in  the 
state  with  the  agents  of  the  Aachen  & 
Munich. 

Your  correspondent  writing  of  "The  Salt 
Lake  Fire  Department"  in  connection  with 
the  "Herald  Fire"  told  more  things  that  did 
not  occur  than  are  usually  crowded  into  an 
article  of  that  length. 

The  local  board  addressed  a  letter  to  Presi- 
dent Dviggs  of  the  Williamsburg  City  over  a 
month  ago,  calling  his  attention  to  the  work 
of  his  special  agent  here;  but  so  far  Presi- 
dent Driggs  is  silent. 

Special  Burns  Macdonald  hasarrived,  to  rep- 
resent the  companies  under  the  management 
of  his  father,  Colonel  Macdonald,  in  this  field. 
Mr.  Macdonald  will  move  his  family  here  in  a 
few  weeks,  and  become  a  resident  of  Salt 
Lake. 

Manager  Rolla  V.  Watt  spent  two  days  in 
our  city  en  route  with  Mrs.  Watt,  to  the 
Methodist  convention  in  the  East.  Since  his 
departure.  Special  H.  R.  Burke  of  Portland 
put  in  the  afternoon  with  the  agents,  so  that 
the  Royal  and  Queen  have  had  a  representa- 
tive in  the  field  most  of  the  time  for  the  past 
two  months,  Hatu. 

The  Mutual  Life  of  New  York  has  filed  a 
petition  in  Congress  calling  for  inquiry,  in- 
vestigation and  redress  in  the  matter  of  the 
company's  expulsion  from  Prussia.  The  pe- 
tition is  exciting  great  interest  in  diplomatic^ 
and  government  circles  in  Washington. 
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Marshall  and  McEIhone,  Associate  Managers 

of  the  Central  Department  of  the 

Fireman's  Fund. 

The  announcement  of  the  appointment 
of  John  Marshall,  Jr.,  as  one  of  the 
manag-ers  of  the  Central  Department  of 
the  Fireman's  Fund  Insurance  Company 
at  Chicago  was  a  great  surprise  to  his 
many  friends  on  the  Coast.  Several 
months  ago  Vice-President  Faymonville, 
as  our  readers  will  recall,  went  to  Chicago 
to  take  charge  of  the  Central  department 
temporarily,  and  to  appoint  a  successor 
to  Manager  Chard.  It  is  a  violation  of 
no  confidence  for  us  to  state  here,  paren- 
thetically, that  Assistant  Manager  Collins 
was  slated  for  the  place,  and  that  the  ap- 
pointment was  delayed  in  order  that  he 
might  recover  his  health  in  time  if  pos- 
sible. The  prolonged  illness  of  Mi-.  Col- 
lins, however,  compelled  Vice-President 
Faymonville  to  make  other  arrange- 
ments. Mr.  Collins  is  an  able  and  faith- 
ful workei',  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  he 
will  recover  his  health  and  re-engage  in 
fire  insurance  work  at  no  distant  day. 

We  regard  it  as  a  very  happy  inspir- 
ation which  suggested  the  associate  man- 
agement of  the  Central  department  by 
two  such  typical  Western  men  as  Messrs. 
Marshall  and  McEIhone.  They  are  young, 
energetic,  conservative  and  experienced 
underwriters,  and  will  no  doubt  make  one 
of  the  best  teams  in  the  Chicago  field. 

Frederick  H.  McEIhone  is  a  native  of 
New  York  state.  He  began  insurance 
work  as  a  clerk,  and  afterward  became  an 
inspector,  in  a  local  insurance  office  in 
New  York  city.  Later  he  became  a  special 
agent  for  Texas,  for  the  Pennsylvania 
Fire,  under  General  Agent  F.  C.  Case  of 
St.  Louis.  Ten  years  ago  the  Fireman's 
Fnnd  appointed  him  special  agent  for 
Texas.  The  company  afterward  appointed 
him  State  agent  for  Texas,  Louisiana  and 
Arkansas.  Five  months  ago  he  accom- 
panied Mr.  Faymonville  to  Chicago,  and 
was  appointed  second  assistant  manager 
of  the  t'entral  department.  On  June  1 
he  becomes  associate  manager  with  Mr. 
Marshall. 

James  Marshall,  Jr.,  is  well  known  to 
many   of    our    I'eaders    in    this   field.     He 


spent  his  youth  on  this  Coast,  and  entered 
Manager  Dickson's  office  in  San  Francisco 
some  sixteen  years  ago.  He  wor-ked  his 
way  through  the  office  in  various  cap- 
acities, and  was  promoted  to  the  road  as 
special  agent.  He  traveled  our  Pacific 
Western  territory  a  number  of  years. 
When  the  United  States  department  of 
the  Royal  Exchange  was  transferred  from 
San  Francisco  to  New  York,  Mr.  Marshall 
accompanied  Manager  Dickson  as  assistant 
manager.  Three  or  four  years  ago  he 
was  sent  to  Chicago  to  open  a  Western 
department  and  plant  the  Royal  Exchange 
in  that  field.     He  was  very  successful. 


It  would  gratify  curiosity,  at  least,  to 
learn  if  British  Columbia  has  contributed 
anything  to  the  elevation  of  the  fire  loss 
ratio  in  Canada  beyond  the  average. 
That  province  has  had  her  New  West- 
minister conrtagration.  and  she  has  many 
inflammable  wooden  towns;  but  we  are 
undei-  the  impression  that  the  average 
loss  ratio  has  not  been  positively  unfavor- 
able. The  few  companies  operating  from 
San  Francisco  have  done  fairly  well,  at 
least,  but  their  experience  cannot  be  ac- 
cepted as  furnishing  an  average.  The 
clamor  for  lower  rates,  now  disturbing  the 
Br-itish  Columbian  air,  should  not  be  suf- 
fered to  deter  the  underwriters  from  a 
general  expert  re-rating  of  those  new  and 
growing  districts  which  have  hitherto 
been  favored  with  rates  absurdly  inade- 
quate. 

''Well,  doesn't  that  jar  you  1'"  Such,  we 
imagine,  is  the  comment  of    certain    San 
Jose.  Cal.,  agents,  over   recent    develop- 
ments in  the  brewery  rebating  case.     We 
wonder  if  this  from  William  S.  does  not 
apply: 
"Know  that  this  gold  must  coin  a  stratagem, 
Which  cunningly  affected  will  beget 
A  very  excellent  piece  of  villainy." 


Puizns  to  the  amount  of  $2.^0  are  offered  the 
students  of  the  Texas  State  University,  by 
Trazevant  &  Cochran  of  Dallas,  Texas,  for 
the  best  written  articles  on  fire  insurance. 
The  insurance  press  is  invited  to  send  its 
brainy  pages  to  the  library  of  the  univei'sity 
at  Austin. 
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April  Fires. 

These  fire  loss   reports    were  originated  by   the 
Coast  Review  in  iSSo. 

LOSSES  BY  COMPANIES. 

Aachen  &  Muaich * 

^Etna 

Agricultural 

Alliance 

American,  N.  J 

Amefiean,  N.  Y 

American,  Pa 

American,  Boston    .  (March  and  April) 

American  Central 

Atlas 

Baloise .  ... 

British  America  . 

Caledonian 

Commercial  Union 

Connecticut 

Fireman's  Fund 

Franklin 

German  Alliance 

German-American  .    .  ... 

Girard  

Greenwich 

Hamburg-Bremen 

Hamburg  Underwriters 

Hanover 

Hartford 

Helvetia         .  

Home,  N.  Y.  .  

Home    Mutual 

Ins.  Co.  North    America 

Imperial 

Kings  County  

Lancashire     

Law  Union  &   Crown   .    .  ... 

Liverpool  &  London  &   Globe  .  .    . 

Lion .    . 

London  &  Lancashire 

London . 

Magdeburg 

Manchester 

Mercantile 

Merchants 

Milwaukee  Mechanics 

National,    Hartford    .    . 

New   Zealand       

New  York  Underwriters 

Niagara  

Northern     ...  

North    German  

North  British  and    Mercantile  .    . 

Norwich  Union 

Orient 

Palatine     .... 

Pennsylvania   .  

Phtsnix,  Hartford  .    .  .    . 

Phoenix,   London        

Providence- Washington      

Prussian  National 

Queen  

Royal  Exchange ... 

Royal    .    ,       .    .    •    ■ 

Scottish   Union    &  National 

SprinsTfield 

Sun,  London  ...  .... 

St.  Paul     .  

Svea .    .    .    .    ;       

Teutonia 

Traders " 

Transatlantic . 


1-353 
».737 

932 

2,430 

50 

763 
2.529 
2,149 

1, 858 
2,103 

403 

1,988 

1.587 
.3i33i 
2,720 

1 1.. 359 

92 

68 

2,237 

784 

1-349 

3,962 

143 

2,265 

9,920 

1,081 

5,694 
6,991 
7,290 
3,195 
30 
4,236 
142 
7,380 

2,IlS 

3,532 
465 
819 

4,973 

560 

1,000 

2.313 

6,995 

544 

519 

528 

1,985 

1.866 

5,950 
3,963 
1,982 

6,635 
6,170 
3,708 
3,606 
764 
367 
1,776 

2.177 

2-957 

4,951 

4,039 

.542 

3,071 

4.3S8 

154 

531 

.3.718 


Thuringia-Anierican     1.638 

Thuringia 7,57i 

Union,  London         i,43i 

Union,  Pa 620 

United  States 836 

Westchester 2,792 

Western 584 

Williamsburg  City 800 

Total $226,303 

T(IT.\L  TO    DATE,    19OO $1,054,440 

"  "         1899 $1,615,364 

WASHINGTON. 

39  .  Colfax,  school  bldg: 

Union,  London .    ■  $500 

1  .  Ellensburg,  hotel  and  furni : 

Springfield $867 

Home 867 

,?0  .  Ellensburg,  bdg.  house: 

Home $1,500 

1  .  Hot  Springs,  hotel  and  furni : 

Phoenix,  I>ondon $    867 

American,  Pa l,5-')7 

Agricultural    ...                          .  889 

Svea 1,684 

I  King  CO.,  fr  hotel  and  conts: 

Pennsvlvania     $1,22.5 

^tna'. 1,200 

2.5  .  King  CO.,  drv  kiln  : 

North  British  &  Mercantile $628 

.    .  North  Yakima,  fr  dwg  and  conts  : 

Pennsylvania .$7.50 

17    Oakesdale.  dwg.  and  stock : 

Fireman's  Fund $"00 

Home 800 

27  .  (March)  Puyallup,  conts  fr  bldg: 

London  &  Lancashire $500 

IS  .  Seattle,  mdse : 

Hanover $500 

8    Seattle,  brick  vard  : 

North  British  " $-^22 

HO  .  Snohomish,  dry  kiln  : 

North  British $5(.0 

.Etna 500 

22    Tacoma,  barn  and  hay  : 

Springfield •    .      $750 

20  .  Walla  Walla,  fr  bldg: 

Ins.  Co.  North  America $1,000 

5  .  Whatcom  co..  fr  dwg: 

Phoenix,  Hartford $500 

IS     Whatcom  co..  fr  dw2'  and  contents: 

Scottish  Union #1,300 

22  .  Whatcom  co  ,  fr  dwg : 

Scottish  Union $-"00 

Losses  under $500   .    .    .' $12,570 

Total  Washington $32,979 

OREGON. 
2S  .  Albany,  hhld  furni : 

New  Zealand $500 

II  .  Canyonville,  furni  stk: 

Norwich  Union $500 

27  .  Douglas  co. ,  barn  and  conts  : 

Norwich  Union $630 

30  .  Eugene,  saw  mill : 

St.  Paul $500 

.   .  Lebanon,  fr  barn  : 

.Etna $800 
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36  .  Portland,  fr  store  and  Idg  house : 

German-American $8S6 

Losses  under  »500 *2,211 

Total  Oregon $5,977 

MONTANA. 
2  .  Butte,  fr  dvvg: 

Commercial  Union $550 

14  .  Dewev,  fr  bldg  and  gen'l  mdse: 

North"  British        $1,700 

.   .  Fergus  co.,  dwg  and  conts: 

Hartford •.    .    .    .  $1,750 

1  Hamilton  co.,  fr  dwg  and  conts: 
Hartford  Fire        $750 

14  .  Helena,  conts  of  fr  dwg : 

National 1505 

17  .  (March)  Kalispell,  gen'l  mdse: 

Home,  N.  Y $611 

29  .  Libby,  stk  hardware: 

St.  Paul $    500 

Royal 500 

British  America  1,000 

19  .  Terry,  br  bldg  and  stk  gen'l  mdse : 

^tna $1,000 

Tnuringia 1,200 

Palatine 800 

Losses  under  $500 $3,544 

Total  Montana        $14,410 

COLORADO. 
6    Arapahoe  co.,  dwg  and  barn  : 

Fireman's  Fund $933 

28  .  (March)  Arapahoe  co.,  barn  and  conts: 

Manchester $1,637 

8  .  Colorado  Springs,  bldg  and  stk: 

Transatlantic $862 

29  .  (March)  Carbondale,  bldgs: 

North  German $1,000 

30.  (March)   Denver,  mdse  carriage  factory: 

lioyal  Exchange $982 

(i  .  Denver,  dwg  and  barn  : 

National $1,866 

.    .  Victor,  machinery : 

Fireman's  Fund $761 

Losses  under  $500 $  5,853 

Total  Colorado $13,894 

ARIZONA. 

2  .  Coconino  co.,  fr  dwg: 

Svea $.527 

14  .  Mesa,  br  hotel  bldg  and  conts: 

Fireman's    Fund $2,250 

Manchester 750 

Caledonian   ...  750 

Palatine    .    .  1,000 

.Etna .  .    .  ...    1,327 

Home    Mutual 812 

Atlas ...     1,000 

13  .  Phfenix,  br  dwg  and  conis: 

Norwich  Union $    750 

Hamburg-Bremen 1,000 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .  .    .    2.000 

1  .  Solomonville,  adobe  dWg: 

National $989 

Losses  under  $500       .  .$  1,554 

Total  Arizona  .    .  .  $14,709 


IDAHO. 


Boise,  dwg: 
Home     .    .    . 


$550 


.    .  Fletcher,  fiou-r  mill: 

Orient $1,500 

13  .  Hope,  gen'l  mdse: 

National  ...        .  $500 

Springfield 500 

30  .  Lewiston,  fr  saloon  bldg,  stk    wines   and 
liquors : 

Liv.  &.  Lon.  &  Globe $2,000 

Palatine 649 

North    British 729 

Hartford   Fire 500 

14  .  Mace,  hhld  furni : 

Palatine $500 

Losses  under  $500 $1,745 

Total   Idaho $9,173 

UTAH. 

14  .  Ogden,  stk  mdse: 

Thuringia $857 

1  .  Salt  Lake,  br  big  and  conts: 

Transatlantic $1,428 

Royal 949 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  664 

Hanover 663 

London 400 

Fireman's  Fund 569 

.'Etna 664 

Norwich  Union 167 

12  .  Vernal,  fr  flour  mill  and  mach'v  : 

North  British "...  $1,333 

Hartford  Fire ...    1,666 

Losses  under  $500 $  5,844 

Total  Utah $15,799 

HAWAIIAN    ISLANDS. 

27  .  (Jan.)  Honolulu,  fr  dwgs&  Chinese  mdse  : 

Scottish  Union $2,500 

Norwich  Union 1,000 

Los.ses  under  $500 $   490 

Total  Hawaiian  Islands $3,990 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 

24  .  Nelson,  br  and  stone  bldg : 

Hartford  Fire $500 

Losses  under  $500 .      $246 

Total  British  Columbia $746 

NEVADA. 

27  .  Reno,  fr  slaughter  house  : 

Phoenix,  Hartford $1,000 

Losses  under  $.500 .    .  $    437 

Total    Nevada $1,437 

NEW   MEXICO. 

Losses  under  $500    . $462 

Tiital  Outside  Territory $113,576 

CALIFORNIA. 

11  .  (March)  Alameda  CO.,  Idg  house  and  conts: 
American,  Boston $800 

25  .  Artesia,  fr  dwg  and  conts: 

Connecticut $666 

30.  (March)  Butte  co.,  hemp  machines: 

Merchants  $840 

United  States        755 

(Jirard ...    755 

25  .  Bishop,  fr  dwg: 

Commercial   Union $1,200 
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7  .  Clayton,  fr  dwg  and  conts: 

National 1600 

.   .  Contra  Costa  co.,  hhld  furni : 

Home   Mutual $1,000 

10     Colusa,  dwg: 

Queen    .    .' $520 

21  .  Fort  Bragg,  fr  barn : 

Liv.  &.  Lon.    &  Globe *750 

15  .  Fairfield   saloon: 

London   tfe  Lancashire *620 

20  .  Grimes,  br  and  fr  bldg  and  contents  : 

Palatine $    072 

Traders 500 

^tna • 1,400 

Pennsylvania 1,670 

National 500 

25  .  Grass  Valley,  fr  dwg,  barn  and  conts  : 

Milwaukee  Mechanics $600 

10  .  Grass  Valley,   dwg: 

Ins.  Co.    North   America $000 

31  .  (March)  Keswick,  bldg: 

Fireman's  Fund $1,000 

10  .  Los  Angeles,  dwg  and  conts: 

Phoenix  London $1,686 

9  .  Los  Angeles,  dwg  and  conts : 

Niagara     . $500 

19  .  (March)  Los  Angeles,  stk: 

American,  Boston $739 

3  .  Los  Angeles,  fr  dwg  and  furni : 

Milwaukee  Mechanics $800 

.   .  Long  Beach,  stk  mdse  and  hhld  furni : 

Manchester $1,000 

American,  N.  Y 500 

.    .Madera,    farm  prop: 

Williamsburg    City $800 

8  .  Napa  CO.,  fr  barn  and  conts: 

London  &  Lancashise $t',00 

26  .  Placerville,  bldg: 

Hamburg-Bremen $650 

8    Stanislaus  CO. ,  dwg  and  conts: 

Hartford  Fire • $2,635 

31  .  (March)  Stanislaus  co.,  dwg  and  furni: 

Home    Mutual $1,641 

10  .  Sissons,  dwg  and  barn  : 

Thuringia .fl,000 

20  -Siskiyou  CO. ,  frdwg: 

Svea" $600 

12  .  Stockton,  dwg: 

Atlas $m) 

.    .  San  Diego,  two  dwgs  : 

Caledonian $.500 

2    Sacramento,  mill: 

Westchester $1,465 

15  .  Santa  Cruz,  barn  : 

Northern .$1,000 

14  .  Sutter  co.,  dwg: 

Magdeburg $1,000 

.   .  San  Luis  Obispo,  harvester  in  barn : 

Pennsylvania $7.50 

8     San  Joaquin,  dwg: 

Ins.  Co.  North  America .■?4,300 

31  .  (March)  South  Park,  stone  bldgs  &  conts: 

Aachen  &  Munich $tiOO 

Home  Mutual 932 

30  .  (March)  Washington,, dwg  and  conts: 

Manchester         .    .    : $600 


24  .  Winchester,  fr  dwg: 

London  &  Lancashire $600 

26  .  Yuba  co.,  hhld  furni : 

Home  Mutual |600 

.    .  Yuba  CO.,  dwg: 

Fireman's  Fund $2,000 

20  .  Yuba  City,  dwg: 

Northern $800 

Losses  under  $500  ...       $32,970 

Total   California,  S.  F.  ex  .    .    .    .  $91,526 

26  .  Truckee,  fr  hotel  and  conts: 

Home  Mutual      $1,250 

Thuringia 2,500 

Thuringia-American 1,500 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe 1,250 

Springfield .    .  .     1,000 

National 1,000 

Greenwich   .    .       .      • 1,000 

Lion     .    .        1,2.50 

Imperial 1,570 

Palatine 2,000 

Total $14,320 

SAN   FRANCISCO. 

18  .  Dwelling  and  hhld  furni: 

Fireman's  Fund $1,059 

11  .  Planing  mill  and  conts: 

Westchester $892 

British  America .500 

14  .  Building: 

Hamburg-Bremen $2,172 

30  .  (March)  Frame  bldg  and  machy  : 

Lancashire $1,000 

30  .  (March)  Building: 

Lancashire $1,210 

30  .  (March)  Stock  wines  and  liquors: 

Lancashire $.525 

Losses  under  $500 $  10,843 

Total  San  Francisco $  21,201 

Total  California    .......      .$112,727 

Total  Pacific  Coast $226,303 


California  and  Coast  Monthly  Fire  Insurance. 
Losses. 

California. 

Month                         1900               1899  1898 

January $   102,190       $    1.59,052  $    300,012 

February     ....       128,8.55            169,142  145,896 

March 148,521             511,801  254,223 

First  quarter    .   .  *   379,566       $    839.995  $   700,131 

April 112,727             213,9aS  264,228 

Entire  Coast. 

January $   276,520       $   254,715  $   483,292 

February     .....       265,190            270,969  226,201 

March 287,377             623.315  374,338 

First  quarter    .   .$   829,087       $1,148,999  $1,083,831 

April 226,303             363,.568  439,286 

Wildcat.— The  Germania  Fire  of  Chicago 
has  been  incorporated  in  West  Virginia,  the 
habitat  of  wildcats. 
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Rates  Raised  by  Valued  Policy  Law. 

Gov.  Shaw  of  Iowa  cites  ruauy  cases  show- 
ing that  valued  policy  laws  inci'ease  fire  in- 
surance rates.    Among  them  is  the  following: 

Sworn  statement  of  Frank  Hooker,  cashier  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Blanchard,  Page  county, 
Iowa,  who  stated  that  the  town  of  Blanchard  is 
divided  by  the  line  between  the  states  of  Iowa  and 
Missouri;  that  the  rates  of  insurance  on  the  Iowa 
side  of  the  street  are : 

Forty  cents  for  one  year. 

Eighty  cents  for  three  years. 

One  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  for  five  year.s. 

That  on  the  Missouri  side  the  rates  are : 

One  dollar  for  one  year. 

Two  dollars  for  three  years. 

Three  dollars  for  five  years  on  each  $100. 

Showing  the  rates  in  Missouri  on  the  south  side 
of  the  street  to  be  two  and  one-half  times  as  much 
as  they  are  on  the  north  side  of  the  street  in  Iowa. 


Chips. 
— While  it  is  a  pleasure  to  chronicle  the  pro- 
motion of  Mr.  Marks  to  the  secretaryship  of 
the  Pacific  Mutual,  it  is  tinged  with  regret 
that  we  must  also  chronicle  the  resignation 
of  Secretary  J.  N.  Pattori  on  account  of  long- 
continued  ill  health.  Mr.  Fatten  had  been 
connected  with  the  company  since  1877,  and 
had  been  secretary  for  eighteen  years.  Fail- 
ing health  and  an  optical  trouble  finally  ren- 
dered it  impossible  for  him  to  continue  in  the 
performance  of  the  duties  of  his  ofdce. 

— Motors  fou  Accident  Insurance  Men. — 
Accident  insurance  companies  that  do  a  big 
business  with  raih'oad  employes  are  securing 
the  privilege  on  several  of  the  railroads  lead- 
ing out  of  Chicago  of  running  three-wheeled 
gasoline  motors  on  the  railroad,  whereby  its 
agents  or  adjusters  may  go  to  the  scene  of 
accident  promptly.  Whenever  such  an  agent 
makes  the  request  the  company  places  in 
service  the  motor,  and  sends  an  employe  to 
operate  it.  If  this  pi'ess  report  is  true,  it  in- 
dicates that  accident  companies  must  keep  up 
to  the  times  in  more  ways  than  one. 

—Charles  R.  Gilbert,  formerly  special  agent 
in  southern  California  and  previously  com- 
pact manager  in  Montana,  has  accepted  the 
offer  of  the  secretaryship  of  the  Mainland 
Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  of  Vancouver, 
B.  C.  Mr.  Gilbert. is  well  qualified  for  the 
place,  and  can  be  relied  upon  to  discharge  its 
duties  efticientlj'  and  satisfactorily'  to  all  con- 
cerned. The  present  situation  in  the  province 
will  impose  additional  demands  on  the  secre- 
tary's qualifications,  but  we  are  sure  he  will 
acquit  himself  most  creditably. 


—Theater  rates  in  Chicago  have  been  ad- 
vanced to  a  net  average  of  ^.15,  with  all 
credits. 

— Sandon  Fire  ix  B.  C. — The  propertj"  loss  is 
said  to  have  been  *!200,000,  while  the  insur- 
ance loss  was  only  $85,000. 

— The  Fire  Association  of  Philadelphia 
wrote  $173,395  premiums  in  the  Pacific  West 
last  year,  including  New  Mexico. 

— Harry  ue  Veuve,  who  was  connected  with 
the  citj'  department  of  the  Ins.  Co.  of  North 
America,  died  at  his  home  in  Larkspur  on  the 
38th  of  April. 

— Alameda  county,  Cal.,  has  an  eight-year- 
old  firebug,  who  burned  one  of  his  father's 
barns,  and  was  caught  in  the  act  of  setting 
fire  to  another.  Such  youthful  depravity  is 
something  for  alienists  or  theosophists  to  ex- 
plain. 

— D.  E.  Murphy,  general  agent  of  the  North- 
western Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  for 
Wisconsin  and  Northern  Michigan,  accom- 
panied by  Mrs.  Murphj-,  has  been  spending  a 
few  weeks  in  California.  He  devoted  three 
days  to  the  doing  of  San  Francisco,  and  while 
here  was  the  guest  of  General  Agent  Clarence 
M.  Smith  of  the  same  company.  Mr.  Murphy 
is  without  doubt  one  of  the  largest  personal 
producers  and  ablest  organizers  of  a  field 
force  in  the  insurance  business,  as  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that  one-ninth  of  the  company's 
immense  business  in  force  is  to  be  found  in 
his  field.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murphy  left  May  1st 
for  Denver  and  home. 

— The  trial  of  the  suit  of  Mrs.  Emily  C. 
Thomas  against  the  Northwestern  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Companj-  for  $10,000  on  the  pol- 
icy of  her  husband,  Edward  E.  Thomas,  was 
concluded  in  Judge  Hunt's  court  on  April 
25th.  The  jury  arrived  at  a  verdict  in  favor 
of  plaintiff  for  $818.  The  testimony  produced 
was  to  the  effect  that  Thomas  was  insured  in 
January,  1898;  that  he  paid  the  first  semi- 
annual payment;  and  that  he  never  made  any 
further  payments  on  the  policy.  He  was 
found  dead  in  a  room  in  a  lodging  house  with 
the  gas  turned  on,  on  the  morning  of  February 
7th,  1899,  over  six  mouths  after  the  policy  had 
lapsed.  The  coroner's  jury  brought  in  a  vei-- 
dict  of  suicide.  On  two  grounds  the  company 
claimed  that  the  policy  was  void  and  denied 
liability,  viz:  (1)  that  nothing  was  due  be- 
cause the  policy  had  lapsed  by  its  terms,  and 
(2)  that  Thomas  died  by  his  own  hand  within 
two  years  from  the  date  of  the  policy. 
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— The  Iowa  Life,  as  expected,  has  reinsured 
in  the  National  Life  of  Washinp;ton,  D.  C, 
controlled  by  the  same  ofticials. 

—A  LARGE  field  agency,  with  a  desii'able  con- 
tract, awaits  the  life  man  who  addresses  the 
editor  of  this  paper  confidentially. 

— The  proposition  to  issue  bonds  to  provide 
funds  for  the  better  equipment  of  Stockton's 
fire  department  was  defeated  on  May  3  by  a 
small  majority. 

— Not  "init,"  or  at  least  "i"  was  not  in  it 
twice.  James  H.  Vint  is  the  name  of  the 
new  special  appointed  by  General  Agent 
George  F.  Grant  of  the  London  and  Northern. 

—It  appears  that  a  well  known  base-ball 
player,  Wra.  A.  Lange,  recently  wedded,  is 
"an  insurance  adjuster"  in  San  Francisco, 
according  to  a  telegram  to  a  Chicago  paper. 

—An  old  gentleman  would  like  a  comrade 
bicyclist  for  a  ride  into  Yosemite  Valley  from 
Stockton,  who  will  agree  to  not  ride  more  than 
sixtj'  miles  a  day  nor  more  than  thirteen 
miles  an  hour,  nor  attempt  Priests  hill  up  or 
down.  Address  "Bike,"  care  of  Coast 
Review. 

— Have  you  58  cents,  or  if  you  live  abroad  6(i 
cents,  to  spare  J  Then  you  should,  while  there 
is  yet  time,  send  that  small  sum  for  a  book  of 
235  pages,  brimful  of  bright  and  brainy 
thought  fire  insurance  wise,  to-wit:  the 
Proceedings  of  the  24th  Annual  Meeting  of 
the  Fire  Underwriters'  Association  of  the 
Pacific.  No  book  of  the  sort  was  ever  better 
worth  a  cloth  or  leather  cover.  No  hackneyed 
affair,  this;  no  dull  compilation  ;  no  borrowing 
of  ill-dressed  ideas.  As  to  the  scintillating 
wit,  the  brightness  thereof  shines  on  another 
page  of  this  book.  There  are  single  papers 
worth  double  the  price  of  the  book  ;  and  if  you 
•dre  an  old  Pacific  Coaster,  you  will  be  glad  to 
see  the  pictures.  Speaking  of  the  latter,  re- 
minds us  that  the  banquet  picture  turned  out 
well,  for  a  wonder.  A  year  ago  the  photog- 
rapher produced  a  work  of  comic  art,  where  the 
most  prominent  featui-e  was  a  foot  beneath 
the  chair  of  the  retiring  president.  That  foot ! 
The  perspective  made  it  seem  about  the 
height  of  the  man  who  owned  it;  and  its  posi- 
tion was  rather  too  suggestive.  But  this 
book:  It  is  a  handsome,  readable  affair,  and 
you  should  send  the  money  to  Secretarj'^ 
Meade,  106  Leidesdorf  street,  and  after  you 
have  read  it  send  a  letter  of  thanks  to  the 
Coast  Review. 


— AccoKiiiNG  to  a  newspaper  account,  a  glass 
paper  weight  in  the  office  of  a  local  agent  in 
Oakland  concentrated  ihe  sun's  rays  and 
caused  a  fire. 

—In  the  April  number  of  Insurance  Economics 
Manager  Robert  Dickson  of  the  Royal  Ex- 
change discusses  "Combined  Classification  in 
Fire  Insurance." 

—The  would-be  assailant  of  Manager  Belden 
of  the  Hartford  Fire  has  never  been  found. 
It  transpires  that  the  young  degenerate 
Wilson,  sentenced  to  twelve  j'ears'  imprison- 
ment, lied  when  he  said  he  tried  to  kill 
Mr.  B. 

— John  Bakton,  a  pioneer  of  '49,  and  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Fireman's  Fund  Ins. 
Co.,  died  last  month,  aged  Stt.  Mr.  Bar- 
ton was  also  a  pioneer  in  the  salt  business 
on  this  Coast.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he 
was  president  of  a  well  known  salt  company. 

— In  1884  the  Connecticut  Mutual  Life  with- 
drew from  Tennessee.  The  state  sued  to 
collect  a  privilege  tax  for  business  done  since 
that  time,  claiming  the  company  was  liable 
for  the  reason  that  collections  had  been  made 
on  policies  written  piior  to  1894.  The  court 
held— May  8- that  under  the  statute  the  Con- 
necticut Mutual  is  not  liable  for  the  privilege 
tax  because  it  has  transacted  no  new  business. 

— In  the  March  Coast  Review  we  estimated 
the  fire  losses  in  this  country  in  1899  at  $lf,(),- 
000,000.  We  based  this  estimate  on  the  total 
fire  insurance  loss  of  companies  reporting  to 
the  New  York  insurance  department.  Pre- 
vious estimates  made  in  the  East  made  the 
total  about  .*  133, 000, 000.  The  editor  of  the 
Chi'onicle  Fire  Tables  announces  the  total  as 
11153,597,830.  This  is  $2  per  capita  or  about 
♦10  per  voter--an  immense  tax  which  legis- 
lators are  increasing  by  enacting  valued  pol- 
icy laws. 

— Policyholders  of  the  Bankers  Life  of  St. 
Paul  held  a  meeting  in  Minneapolis,  a  few 
days  ago,  and  appointed  an  investigating 
committee.  They  say  the  association  is  turn- 
ing over  its  business  from  post  mortem  to 
legal  reserve,  preparatory  to  reinsuring  the 
company.  Those  members  who  choose  to  re- 
main in  the  assessment  class  must  expect  to 
have  rates  raised  to  an  excessive  point, 
eventually.  A  number  in  San  Francisco  have 
been  solicited  to  make  the  change,  while 
others  have  not  yet  heard  of  the  proposed 
reorganization  of  the  association. 
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— Pkesiuent  Skilton  of  the  Phoenix  of  Hart- 
ford is  taking  his  vacation  in  Europe. 

—Cash  policies  by  a  mutual  have  just  been 
ruled  illegal  by  the  Attorney-General  of 
Texas. 

— Gexek.\l  Agent  Geo.  F.  Gkant  of  the  Lon- 
don and  Northern  has  just  returned  from  a 
trip  in  the  Northwest. 

— Vice-President  Takbeli.  and  Superinten- 
dent Cerf  of  the  Equitable  Life  will  visit  this 
Coast  shortly. 

—A.  K.  P.  Haumox,  District  Superintendent 
of  the  Connecticut  Mutual  Life,  has  been  for 
the  past  three  weeks  in  the  Northwest,  mak- 
ing changes  in  some  of  the  agencies. 

—Junius  Young,  special  agent  for  the  Home 
of  New  York  at  Salt  Lake  City,  visited  San 
Francisco  in  the  latter  part  of  April,  and  re- 
turned home  in  company  with  Vice-President 
Snow. 

— A  New  York  broker  didn't  know  that  the 
"British  Assurance  Company  of  London"'  was 
a  fraud  :  so  he  telephoned  hisclient  to  accept 
its  policy  at  a  cut  rate.  Moral :  property-own- 
ers should  not  emploj'  insurance  brokers  (or 
agents)  who  do  not   read    insurance  journals. 

— Take  away  our  experience  tables  and  we 
have  nothing  that  I  know  of  to  guide  us,  as 
the  claim  that  rates  should  alone  be  deter- 
mined by  judgment  is  but  the  expression  of 
half  a  truth ;  for  what  is  judgment  but  an  in- 
telligent weighing  of  facts,  and  where  are 
the  facts  obtainable  except  from  classified 
statistics? — Robert  Dickson. 

— Tuere  is  considerable  inquiry  for  life  in- 
surance by  Alaskan  bound  gold-seekers,  but 
so  far  as  we  can  learn,  no  company  is  assum- 
ing such  risks.  An  advertisement  offering  to 
insure  men  going  to  Cape  Nome  appeared  in 
an  evening  paper,  but  letters  addressed  to 
the  advertiser  have  not  been  answered. 
Typhoid  fever  is  likely  to  prove  epidemic  at 
Nome. 

—The  original  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  of 
the  Pacific,  in  active  operation  in  the  early 
so's  and  previously,  maintained  its  organiza- 
tion for  many  years  afterward,  owing  to  the 
law  authorizing  it  to  appoint  the  fire  marshal 
of  San  Francisco.  The  new  charter  deprived 
the  old  board  of  this  sole  need  for  its  perpetu- 
ation, and  it  quietly  passed  out  of  existence, 
without  any  formality,  such  as  is  required  of 
incorporated  bodies. 


— J.  F.  Downing,  of  Erie,  Pa.,  general  agent 
of  the  insurance  company  of  North  America, 
accompanied  by  Mr.s.  Downing,  is  making  a 
tour  of  the  Pacific  Coast.  These  "tourists"' 
recently  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  at 
Monterey. 

— Manager  J.  J.  McDonald  of  the  Western 
department  of  the  Connecticut  Fire  has  been 
appointed  chairman  of  the  new  publicity 
department  of  the  Western  Union.  Mr. 
McDonald  can  be  relied  on  to  make  public 
that  which  ought  to  be  made  public. 

—Benzine. — San  Jose,  May  3. — An  explosion 
of  benzine  caused  the  destruction  of  a  two- 
story  dwelling  at  the  corner  of  Union  and 
Phelan  avenues  this  afternoon.  Mrs.  S. 
Anthrum,  who  was  moving  into  the  house, 
had  cleaned  the  wainscoting  with  benzine, 
and  in  moving  a  trunk  accidentally  ignited  a 
match  on  the  floor,  when  the  flames  instantly 
ran  around  the  room,  and  a  two  gallon  can  of 
the  liquid  exploded.  Losson  the  house,  owned 
by  F.  P.  Spooner,  *2,500;  Mrs.  Anthrum"s  loss, 

moo. 

— Attention  is  called  to  a  well  known 
expert's  reporl  that  perhaps  the  most  impor- 
tant feature  brought  out  by  the  two  fires  in 
the  Home  buildings  is  the  disappointing  action 
of  the  tile  floor  arches  in  allowing  the  lower 
webs  to  scale  off.  And  furthermore  that  this 
fact  should  not  create  over-confidence  in  the 
patent  concrete  floors,  as  they  have  not  yet 
experienced  such  severe  tests.  Which  fact 
recalls  a  local  incident.  A  contractor  discov- 
ered by  the  figures  submitted  to  him  by  a 
sub-contractor,  that  his  own  bid  for  the 
patent  concrete  floors  in  one  of  San  Francisco's 
recentlj'  completed  steel  frame  fire-proof 
structures  had  omitted  entirely  the  import- 
ant item  of  Portland  cement.  The  aivhi- 
tect's  specifications  called  for  1000  barrels  in 
the  concrete  mix,  and  cement  was  selling  for 
$3.35  per  bbl.  But  the  contractor,  being  a 
resourceful  man,  extricated  himself  cleverh' 
from  his  dilemma,  without  further  advising 
with  any  sub-contractor.  There  are  seven 
patent  concrete  floors  in  the  building  and 
fully  one  barrel  of  cement  was  used  on  each 
one  of  the  seven  ;  but  of  good  California  .sand, 
properly  barreled  and  mixed  in  cement  bar- 
rels, there  was  a  full  complement  of  1,000 
barrels  used.  The  interesting  question  here 
is,  has  the  lack  of  cement  in  the  patent  con- 
crete floors  in  any  degree  enhanced  the  fire 
hazard  in  the  building,  which  is  now  well 
occupied '. 
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— Max A<;Eii  Poi'E  of  the  Pennsylvania  Fire  is  —Special   AciENT    Bonsali.    of    Los    Angeles 

ill  Quiney,  111.,  attending  the  funeral, of  his  made  a  trip  to  New  York  last  month. 

father.     The  deceased  was  85  vears  old.  t            m               .i,     i,  .,.         ..   t.«^ 

—James  Thomas,  the  father  of   Manager  W. 

-Manager    W.     P.     Thomas    of    the     New  P.  Thomas,  died  suddenly  while  absent  from 

Zealand  has  i-eturned  from  the  Rocky  Moun-  home.     The  funeral  took  place  on  Wednesday, 

tain  district,  where  he  has   been   introducing  from  the  residence  of   Manager  Thomas,   2124 

his  company.  Santa  Clara  avenue,  Alameda.    The  deceased, 

-Vice-President  Faymonville  of  the   Fire-  who   was   over  90  years   old,    was  hale    and 

man's  Fund  has  returned  to  God's  country  to  liearty  until  he  caught  a   severe   cold    a   few 

recuperate.     It  is  not  easy  for  a  Californian  <iays  before  his  death. 

to  be  acclimated   in   Chicago.     Mr.    Faymon-  ,^              ^                   t, 

.,,      ,         ,           u       *.■(            1           11-      w^i,  —Ohegon  Creamery  BuKNED.— The  creamery 

ville   has  been   heartily   welcomed   by   "the  ^    .                    ,           -,,-,.,„     m,        . 

,,,        ^  ,,       ,  .  ,    .            '     ^         ^     ^■L.    /u    ,  at  Arago  was  burned  April   22.     The   fare  is 

Street,"    which  is  sorrv  to  note  that  he  has  ,          ,                        -,    „ 

^  ,               ■  supposed   to   have    started   from   a   cigarette 

to  carry  a  crutch.  ,            ,  ,                 ,             ,      ,     ,    ,             ,      . 

dropped  by  some  boys  who  had   been   skating 

—Oregon  Mutual  Fire  Business.— Secretary  in   the    building   a   few    hours    before.      The 

of   State   Dunbar's   annual  report  gives   the  season's  run  of  the  creamery  had  not  begun, 

mutuals'  amount  at  risk  in  Oregon  as  $7,938,-  The  property  was  insured  in  the  Grange  In- 

070,    against  $6,228,281  in  the  previous  year.  surance  Association  of  Oregon. 
The  income  was  $32,210,  the  losses  paid   were 

$20,523.  Three  of  the  six  mutuals  paid  no  -Ottawa-Hull  CoNFLAGRATioN.-The  de- 
losses.  The  amount  canceled  was  $1,051,664.  structiou  of  parts  of  Hull  and  Ottawa,  adja- 
The  total  assets  behind  the  amount  at  risk  cent  cities  in  Canada,  last  month,  will  cost 
are  less  than  $12,000.  '-The  dav  is  coming."  ^^^  insurance  companies  about  five  millions  of 
The  several  mutuals  are:            "  dollars.     The  property  loss  may  exceed  $15,- 

At  Risk.  000,000.     Several  thousand  people  are   home- 
Farmers  Fire  Relief  Ass'n $     27,006  Jess.     It  is  probable   that   the   dwelling    dis- 

Farmers  Fire  Relief  Ass' n 312,591  tricts,  largely  French,  had   very  little  insur- 

German  Fire  Ins.  Co 301,580  ance.     The    mills    were    well    covered.     The 

Hop  Growers  Fire  Relief  Ass'n  142,890  insurance  losses  are  so  far  principally  guess- 
Oregon  Fire  Relief  Ass'n 6,616,525  work.       Estimated    losses    are    reported     as 

Mutual  Protective  Ins.  Ass'n  .   ...       537,478  follows: 

TotalDec.  31.  1899 $7'^38  070       ^^""^ $100,000    London  &  Lauc.  $100,000 

'  Alliance    ....    160,000    Manchester  .   .   .    100,000 

— Death  OF  Eugene  HARHECK.—^^Geueral  Agent  American,  N.  Y.     10,000    Mercantile,    Can,    20,000 

Eugene  Harbeck,  of  the  Western  department  Anglo-Am.,    Can.    20,000    National,  Ireland    50,000 

of  the  Phenix  of  Brooklyn,  died   at  his  home       ^"^^ 5o,ooo    Northern    Assur,    50,000 

in  Chicago,  April  29.     The  deceased  had   been  ^'''^^^^    America    75.000    North  British  .   .    317,000 

,      .,,                                   ,  ,  .        ,^.        ^  Caledonian    .   .   .    100,000    Norwich  Union    .    100, coo 

seriously  ill  a  year  or  so,  and  his  ultimate  re-  ,^        tt   •                              t^u     ■      r,      ,  , 

.,       _.  Com.  Union  .       .    107,000    Phenix,  Brooklyn    13,000 

covery  was  not  expected.     The  assistant  gen-  Connecticut  .   .   .      15,000    Phoenix,  Hartford    15,000 

eral  agent,  Joseph  H.  Lenehan,  has  been   in  Globe  &  Rutgers     9,000    Phoenix,  Lon.      .    250.000 

charge  of  the  Western  department  since   Mr.       Guardian  ....    300.000    Queen 120,000 

Harbeck    vras     stricken.      Eugene     Harbeck  Hartford    .  .  .       100,000    Royal  .   .                150,000 

was  a    popular    and    successful   underwriter.       Imperial [io,ooo    Scottish  UlIou  .    20,000 

Twentv-six   of    his    fortv-seven    years    were  Ins.  Co.  N.  Amer.     60,000    Sun,  London    .   .     57.«oo 

devoted    to   his   chosen   profession.      He   was  Lancashire    .   .   .    150,000    Union,  Lon.     .   .    140,000 

,         ^       ,            ,        ,                              .    ,  L.&L.&  Globe.    100,000    Victoria-Mon.     ,      13,000 

successively    ofiice-boy,    local    agent,    special  x  ■      ,     t      ^                       w     » 

•'                   "               '  Lloyds,  London  .     40,000    Western.   ...        125,000 

agent,  state  agent,  secretary  (of  the  Michigan       London  Assur.    .     75000    Ottawa 25,000 

Fire),  assistant  general  agent,  and  since  1892  Equity    .  .  .    '.      5,000    Canadian  ....      10,000 

the  general  agent  in  charge  of  the  Western  Law  Union  &  Cr.    25,000    Mutuals  ...        50,000 

department   of   the   Phenix,    succeeding   the  Lloyds,  N.Y.   .  .     30.000    Hanseatische .  .     37,000 

late  Mr.  Burch.     Nearly  all  of  Mr.  Hai-beck's  Mercantile,  Can.    20,000    Merchants,    Can.    20,000 

business  life  was  passed  in  the  service  of  the  The   river  separates  Hull  and  Ottawa;    and 

Phenix.     He  was  president  of  the  Fire  Under-  of  the  latter  city,  only   that  portion  on    the 

writers'    Association    of    the    Northwest,  in  flats   was  destroyed.     The   burned    districts 

1892,  and  was  president  of  the  Western  Union  were    lai-gely   wooden.     The    Canadian    com- 

in  1898.     Mr.  Harbeck  visited  San  Francisco  panies  got  oflf  fairly  well,  after  all  that  might 

several  times.       Christian    Science   services  have    been    expected     to    the    contrary,    on 

were  held  over  the  remains.  account  of  their  local  popularity. 
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—  ManaCtEU  Watt  has  grone  East,  to  attend  a 
convention. 

—President  Moore  of  the  Pacific.  Mutual 
has  returned  from  New  York. 

— J.  W.  HoLMAN,  an  experienced  adjuster 
from  New  Yorlj,  has  opened  an  office  in 
Seattle  as  an  independent  adjuster. 

— William  A.  Mathews,  formerly  a  special 
agent,  is  now  employed  by  Voss,  Conrad  &  Co. 
He  will  have  under  his  particular  charge  the 
advancement  of  the  individual  accident  de- 
partment of  the  Frankfort. 

— Manager  H.  T.  Lamey  of  the  Western  de- 
partment of  the  Western  and  British  America, 
Denver,  is  in  the  city.  Mr.  Lamey,  who  is 
accompanied  by  Mrs.  Lamey,  will  remain  in 
California  about  a  month. 

— Kamloop's  (B.  C.)  board  of  trade  has  pro- 
tested to  the  town  council  against  the  local 
fire  insurance  rates  recently  established. 
The  council  decided  to  send  a  delegate  to 
Victoria  and  submit  argument  to  the  Under- 
writer's Association. 

— John  Marshall,  Jr.,  assistant  United 
States  manager  of  the  Royal  Exchange,  has 
resigned,  to  accept  the  management  of  the 
Central  department  of  the  Fireman's  Fund 
Insurance  Co.  at  Chicago,  as  associate  with 
Frederick  H.  McElhone. 

— Manager  Willard  O.  Wavman,  of  the  G. 
W.  McNear  general  agency,  returned  from  the 
East  on  Wednesday  last.  He  visited  the 
home  offices  of  his  companies,  and  made  a  brief 
stay  in  the  several  large  cities  en  route.  Mr. 
Wayman  i-eports  a  very  enjoyable  trip.  He 
returns  with  additional  territory. 

— On  May  2d  General  Agent  Rudolph  Herold 
began  the  twenty-ninth  year  of  his  connec- 
tion with  the  Hamburg-Bremen  Insurance 
Company.  Mr.  Hei'old  entered  the  service  of 
the  company  on  May  1,  1873,  and  has  been 
continuously  associated  with  it  in  the  Coast 
field  ever  since.  He  is  a  native  son,  a 
successful  fire  underwriter,  and  has  a  host  of 
warm  personal  friends. 

— Philadelphia. — Rates  have  again  been  ad- 
vanced in  the  congested  district :  20  per  cent, 
in  February  is  followed  by  a  25  per  cent, 
advance  in  April.  The  department  stores  got 
off  with  their  original  100  and  200  per  cent, 
advance,  and  should  deem  themselves  lucky 
as  it  is.  Philadelphia  still  has  a  four-story 
fire  department  and  water  supply. 


— Seattle  has  extended  the  "tire  limits." 

— In  the  West  the  Manhattan  Fire  is  a  non- 
union ofdce. 

—President  D.  A.  Heald  of  the  Home  cele- 
brated his  82d  birthday  May  4. 

— Captain  A.  E.  Magill  is  quite  ill,  and  will 
probably  be  confined  to  his  hotel  for  a  week  or 
so. 

— Pacific  Coast  losses  are  a  half  million  less 
so  far  this  year  than  for  the  same  time  last 
year. 

— Vetoed. — Governor  Shaw  of  Iowa  has  re- 
turned the  valued  policy  bill  without  his  sig- 
nature, thus  killing  it. 

— Caution. — The  advance  "fire  loss"  sheets 
sent  out  for  correction  are  never  complete, 
and  the  totals  are  subject  to  change. 

— Charles  R.  Gilbert,  who  has  been  ap. 
pointed  secretary  of  the  Mainland  Board  at 
Vancouver,  sails  north  on    Wednesday. 

— Texas.— The  third  annual  convention  of  the 
Local  Underwriters'  Association  of  Texas  will 
be  held  in  San  Antonio,  June  27  and  28. 

— It  is  said  that  a  San  Francisco  fire  insurance 
man  bought  a  lottery  ticket — the  first,  of 
course — and  that  his  accidental  investment  of 
25  cents  won  $3,750.     The  "moral"  is  bad. 

— The  distribution  of  Eastern  charts  on  the 
Pacific  Coast  is  one  evidence  of  "Wasteful 
Methods  in  Fii'e  Insurance,"  on  which  Mr. 
Windmuller  wrote  in  the  Review  of  Reviews. 

— One  of  the  best  arguments  for  life  and 
endowment  insurance  is  that  the  insured, 
when  the  claim  is  about  to  mature,  always 
wishes  he  had  taken  out  a  policy  twice  as 
large. 

— In  Lewistown,  Mont.,  the  retiring  town 
council  passed,  as  its  last  ordinance,  a  very 
creditable  order  for  the  better  pi-otection  of 
the  town  against  fires.  It  also  created  the 
office  of  fire  warden,  which  order  carries  with 
it  the  appointment  of  the  chief  of  the  fire  de- 
partment to  be  ex-offlcio  fire  warden. 

— At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Fire 
Underwriters  of  the  Pacific,  last  Friday,  the 
officers  were  re-elected.  New  members  of 
the  executive  committee  were  elected  as  fol- 
lows: Cesar  Bertheau,  Arthur  Brown  and 
Herbert  Folger,  succeeding  the  retiring  three, 
H.  K.  Belden,  T.  Edward  Pope  and  I.  Gutte. 
The  new  grievance  committee  will  be  elected 
to-morrow  (Tuesday). 
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— Manaoek  Godwin  of  the  Preferred  Acci- 
dent is  visiting  the  Northwest. 

—A  GENERAL  AGENCY  of  E  life  iiisuraiice  com- 
pany is  wanted  by  an  experienced  man. 
Address,  "Oregon,"  care  Coast  Review. 

— The  principal  American  life  offices  now  have 
over  six  billions  of  insurance  in  force !  An 
immense  gain  was  made  last  year.  One  and 
a  third  billion  new  business  was  written. 

— TuE  Utah  supreme  court  says  the  Union 
Central  Life  must  pay  the  13,000  commission 
to  the  agent  who  secured  the  $100,000  policy 
on  the  life  of  John  Beck  of  Salt  Lake,  though 
the  policy  was  soon  canceled.  Particulars 
elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  the  Coast  Review. 

— G.  A.  RATHBfN,  manager  of  the  Fidelity 
Mutual  Life  for  California,  has  had  the  good 
fortune  to  secure  the  services  of  William  A. 
Stone,  who  has  been  installed  as  general 
agent  at  Sacramento.  Mr.  Stone  was  for- 
merly with  the  Mutual  Life.  He  is  a  first 
class  man,  and  it  is  said  that  he  has  already 
turned  into  the  Fidelity  a  large  volume  of 
business. 

— Honolulu  Death  Rate. — The  board  of 
health  reports  the  death  rate  for  March  as 
follows:  Per  1,000  per  annum,  30.22.  There 
were  112  deaths,  of  which  21  were  from  con- 
sumption and  19  from  typhoid  fever.  There 
were  6  deaths  (real  or  alleged)  from  the 
bubonic  plague.  The  annual  death  i-ates  per 
1,000,  for  the  month,  were  49.69  for  Hawaiians, 
19.06  for  Chinese,  40.00  for  Japanese,  1.5. 2~  for 
Portugese,  and  15.00  for  all  others. 

— The  opportunities  for  young  men  in  the  in- 
surance business  are  many  and  great.  Noth- 
ing depends  upon  favor,  but  all  upon  them- 
selves. They  are  not  compelled  to  sit  in 
offices  and  wait  until  clients  come  to  them. 
They  go  to  other  men's  offices  and  make  their 
own  business.  There  is  an  unlimited  amount 
of  material  to  work  on.  It  will  be  many  years 
before  there  is  an  overcrowding  of  the  in- 
surance field.  If  a  young  man  starts  with 
determination  to  stick  to  it  till  success  comes, 
I  can  assure  him,  barring  accidents,  he  will 
win.  He  need  not  have  a  great  deal  of 
education,  nor  be  above  the  normal  in  intel- 
lect. All  he  needs  is  the  ability  to  work  and  to 
close  a  bargain.  There  are  men  who  lack  this 
latter  faculty.  I've  seen  those  who  couldn't 
get  a  hundred  cents  for  a  gold  dollar.  Such 
men  are  unfit  for  any  commercial  pursuit. — 
Gage  E.  Tarbell. 


— Life  Undekwkiteks'  Meeting. — The  quar- 
terly meeting  and  dinner  of  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Life  Underwriters'  Association,  at  a 
down  town  hotel,  on  the  evening  of  Friday, 
April  20,  was  a  notably  successful  affair.  It 
was  the  unanimous  verdict  of  all  present 
that  the  meeting  was  as  good  as,  if  not  better 
than,  any  ever  held  by  the  association.  Un- 
fortunately, the  attendance  was  not  as  large 
as  usual.  The  menu  wa.s  enjoj^able,  and  there 
was  good  natured  and  entirely  frank  discus- 
sion of  "shop."  There  were  practical  benefits 
to  be  derived  from  the  exchange  of  vievi's  and 
the  relation  of  dealings  with  shady  and  shirk- 
ing solicitors.  To  the  frequent  query,  What 
has  become  of  so-and-so?  the  general  answer 
was.  Oh,  he's  with  Forbes.  One  general 
agent  present  told  of  a  very  novel  experience. 
A  solicitor  brought  in  a  risk  who  appeared  to 
be  first-class.  He  wanted  a  binding  receipt, 
insuring  him  on  the  acceptance  of  the  applica- 
tion ;  and  he  cheerfully  planked  down  the 
necessary  cash  premium  of  $600.  Solicitor 
and  applicant  walked  away,  and  everything 
seemed  lovely.  It  is  a  long  ways  to  the  home 
office,  however;  and  three  or  four  days  later 
the  solicitor  came  round  and  asked  for  a  slight 
advance  on  his  big  commission.  The  ap- 
plicant seemed  a  perfect  risk,  and  so  the  gen- 
eral agent  cheerfully  advanced  125.  He  will 
never  do  it  again.  The  risk  was  turned 
down  for  bad  family  history;  and  of  course  he 
demanded  and  was  paid  back  his  1600  prem- 
ium. Both  this  fine  risk  and  the  solicitor 
have  disappeared,  to  repeat  their  little  trick 
where  the  Coast  Review  is  not  read.  But  to 
return  to  the  dinner.  There  were  just  thir- 
teen present,  and  the  editor  of  this  journal 
drew  the  fatal  number — in  the  hat-room. 
President  Stolp  presided.  In  the  preliminary 
business  meeting  Secretary  Parker  read  the 
minutes  of  the  previous  meeting,  which 
were  adopted.  The  resignations  of  Charles 
McLane,  agency  director  for  the  New  York 
Life,  and  A.  M.  Shields,  manager  for  the 
Equitable  Life,  were  promptly  accepted. 
Others  present  at  the  dinner,  besides  the 
officers  already  mentioned,  were:  H.  C. 
Donnels  (Home),  J.  W.  Hicks  (Phoenix),  J. 
M.  Kilgarif  (Pacific  Mutual),  John  Landers 
(Manhattan),  W.  C.  Leavitt  (Union  Mutual), 
W.  H.  Mills  (Union  Central),  Clarence  M. 
Smith  (Northwestern),  Fred  Stolp  (National 
Life),  and  representatives  of  the  insurance 
px'ess.  Sevei*al  interesting  stories  were  told, 
not  the  least  interesting  of  which  was  that  of 
"Catt,  the  Detective  of  the  Cocktail  Route." 
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— The  Equitable  Fire  of  Manchester,  Eug., 
will  establish  a  brauch  in  New  York. 

— C.  O.  H.\wi.EY  of  Los  Angeles  has  been 
appointed  special  agent  for  the  North  German. 

—Salem,  Or.,  has  been  talking  of  reducing 
the  number  of  city  hydrants,  and  thereby  in- 
creasing the  possibilities  of  fire  loss. 

— A.  V.  Call.\ghax  has  gone  from-  San  Fran- 
cisco to  Denver,  in  the  employ  of  the  Frank- 
fort Plate  Glass. 

—Special  Agent  J.  H.  AxKELE  of  the  North 
German  has  just  returned  from  the  South, 
and  will  leave  for  the  North  shortly.  Mr. 
Ankele  has  been  with  the  North  German  for 
twenty-one  years. 

— Because  he  belonged  to  the  bolters'  faction, 
VVm.  S.  Matthews  is  no  longer  insurance  com- 
missioner of  Ohio.  He  who  takes  up  the 
political  sword  must  expect  to  be  wounded. 
Arthur  J.  Vorys  has  been  appointed  commis- 
sioner. It  is  much  to  Matthews's  credit  that 
he  tried  to  effect  the  repeal  of  the  incendiary 
valued  policy  law. 

— ^Beknaki)  Favmoxville,  vice-president  of 
the  Fireman's  Fund  and  in  charge  of  the 
Western  business  of  the  company  for  the 
present,  has  been  confined  to  his  room  in  the 
Auditorium  Annex  for  the  last  three  weeks, 
suffering  from  an  acute  attack  of  sciatic  neu- 
ralgia. He  is  gradually  recovering,  however, 
and  soon  expects  to  be  at  his  desk  again. 
Mr.  Faymonville  has  made  a  most  decided 
and  favorable  impression  on  Chicago  man- 
agers, and  when  he  leaves  for  San  Francisco, 
after  accomplishing  his  purpose  here,  it  will 
be  to  the  general  regret  of  the  fraternity. — 
Insurance  Herald. 

— CoLOKADo  FiKE  Blsixe:ss. — Last  year's 
totals  were  :  Written,  .$135,396,181 ;  premiums, 
*1, 733,4.59;  losses  paid,  $1,081,990;  losses  in- 
curred, $l,01i),55t);  loss  ratio,  58.7  per  cent. 
Premiums  increased  nearly  $300,000.  Allow- 
ing for  the  unearned  premiums,  the  loss  ratio 
was  about  63  per  cent.  Local  expenses  and 
taxes  were  31  per  cent.  General  agency  and 
home  office  expenses  are  to  be  added.  These 
figures  do  not  include  those  of  the  withdrawn 
companies,  which  doubtless  lost  money.  As 
a  whole,  owing  to  the  Victor  conflagration, 
the  companies  made  no  money  in  Colorado 
last  year.  The  Liverpool  &,  London  &  Globe 
leads,  with  $63,597,  as  printed  in  the  March 
Coast  Review.  The  several  mutuals  wrote 
only  some  $37,000  premiums. 


— Maxager  Hekbeut  Folgek  has  returned 
from  the  East. 

— J.  D.  Coleman,  general  agent  for  the  Home 
in  the  Northwest,  is  in  the  city. 

— Special  Agext  C.  O.  Scott  of  the  Insurance 
Company  of  North  America  is  down  Arizona 
way. 

— Maxagek  Cline  of  the  Western  depart- 
ment of  the  Continental  is  visiting  San  Fran- 
cisco and  other  parts  of  the  Coast. 

— Cakl  A.  Henry,  of  J.  B.  F.  Davis  &  Son, 
general  agents  of  the  Sun  Insurance  Office, 
made  a  flying  trip  to  Chicago  last  week,  but 
is  once  more  at  his  desk. 

—  Sax  Francisco  Fire  Department. — The 
auditor's  estimate  for  the  expenses  of  the 
fire  department  of  San  Francisco  for  the  fiscal 
year  is  $705,893.  This  estimate  includes 
extras  for  Fourth  of  July  detail,  theater 
detail,  etc. 

— The  fifth  annual  meeting  of  the  National 
Association  of  Local  Fire  Insurance  Agents 
will  be  held  in  Milwaukee,  Thursday  and  Fri- 
day, August  30th  and  31st.,  1900.  This  date 
gives  delegates  the  benefit  of  the  rates  made 
for  the  G.  A.  R.  Encampment  at  Chicago. 

— The  Pacific  Mutual  Debenture  Co.,  written 
up  in  the  Coast  Review,  will  endeavor  to  pre- 
vent the  California  insurance  commissioner 
from  interfering  with  its  "investment"  busi- 
ness. The  case  was  assigned  for  hearing  'on 
May  11  in  Judge  Seawell's  court. 

— Vol.  VI.  No.  33  Papers  and  Transactions  of 
the  Actuarial  Society  of  America,  October  19 
and  30,  1899,  is  at  hand.  Particular  attention 
is  called  to  the  programme  of  the  third  intei-- 
national  congress  of  actuaries,  which  opens  in 
June  in  Paris.  We  note  that  those  not 
eligible  for  membership  under  the  rules  may, 
nevertheless,  be  subscribers  for  copies  of  the 
proceedings.  Subscriptions  should  be  sent  to 
Secretary  Israel  C.  Pierson,  141  Broadway, 
New  York. 

— VicE-PuEsiDENT  Sxow  and  Assistant  Secre- 
tary Correa  of  the  Home  are  in  this  city. 
They  came  via  the  Southern  route,  and  were 
delayed  by  the  great  floods  in  Texas.  They 
were  al.so  in  the  vicinity  of  Austin  when  the 
dam  disaster  occurred.  Mr.  Snow  has  been 
recalled  to  New  York  by  the  sudden  illness 
of  Mr.  Washburn,  and  will  start  for  New 
York  on  Wednesday  evening.  Mr.  Correa 
will  remain  about  two  weeks,  and  will  return 
via  the  Northwest. 
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has  been  visiting  Los  Angeles. 

—The  Comniercial  Mutual  Fii-e  of  Des  Moines 
was  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  receivei*  on  ap- 
plication of  its  president,  April  i;?. 

—The  Progress  building  loss  at  Salt  Lake 
was  settled  at  $8,538,  borne  by  six  companies. 
This,  it  will  be  recalled,  was  the  fire  started 
by  a  match  tossed  into  a  cuspidoi-. 

—Hope,  Idaho,  had  a  $20,000  fire  April  13, 
originating  in  a  store.  It  is  stated  that 
there  was  no  insurance.  A  church,  two 
dwellings,  two  saloons,  two  restaurants,  and 
a  store  and  postofflce  were  burned. 

— Springfield  F.  &,  M.  Shakes.— At  a  recent 
auiition  sale  of  various  stocks,  shares  of  the 
Springfield  Fire  &  Marine  Ins.  Co.  sold  at  301. 
This  flourishing  American  company  (repre- 
sented by  George  D.  Dornin)  has  a  capital  of 
$1,500,000  and  $1,685,093  net  surplus. 

— Meuicoukt  Suit. — In  the  suit  of  A.  G. 
Mericourt  against  the  Norwich  Union,  in 
Honolulu,  the  company  filed  affidavits  to  prove 
that  one  of  the  jurors,  Capt.  Cluney,  had 
been  prejudiced,  and  was  guilty  of  mis- 
conduct during  the  trial.  A  new  trial  was 
therefore  asked  for.  On  April  3  the  other 
jurors  filed  a  sworn  statement  that  thej'  had 
seen  no  misconduct  on  their  fellow  juror's 
part,  and  that  he  did  not  attempt  to  bias  or 
prejudice  them.  The  verdict  was  for  $5,000. 
Evidence  that  Mericourt  had  had  several 
previous  fires  was  barred  out. 

— HoNouLU  Fire  Department. — At  the  coun- 
cil of  state,  with  President  Dole  in  the  chair, 
last  month,  $()6,164  was  voted  for  fire  protec- 
tion. Three  new  fire  stations  were  provided 
for.  Among  the  items  is  $4,500  for  a  hook  and 
ladder  truck,  which  appears  to  have  been 
greatly  needed.  There  will  be  three  new 
hose  carriages.  The  new  stations  are  at 
Nuuanu,  Palama,  and  Waikiki.  With  the 
new  pumping  station  at  Kalihi,  and  an  addi- 
tion of  seventy-five  hydrants,  there  will  be 
pressure  enough  to  do  the  work  of  a  steam 
fire  engine.  Water  improvements  are  being 
provided  for.  One  member  of  the  council 
said:  "People  are  living  in  Nuuanu  valley 
who  have  to  go  four  or  five  days  without 
water.  A  house  burned  down  there,  and 
when  the  engines  arrived,  there  was  not  a 
drop  of  water."  The  improvements  in  the 
water  system  include  Nuuanu,  Kalihi  and 
Waikiki,  and  there  will  be  a  pressure  of 
about  135  pounds. 


been  laid,  and  hydrants 
placed,  in  Tiburou,  Cal.,  rates  are  to  be 
lovvei'ed. 

—We  have  an  order  for  the  first  seven 
volumes  of  the  Coast  Review.  Can  you 
supply  them '. 

— Clarence  Knowles,  the  well  known  South- 
eastern fire  underwriter,  died  in  Florida, 
April  14,  aged  47. 

—The  Gilmour  hotel,  together  with  the  Odd 
Fellows  hall,  at  Grimes,  Colusa  county,  was 
burned,  April  30.     Cause,  defective  flue. 

— The  Hartford  Fire  will  go  on  a  sole  agency 
basis  in  cities  of  $100,000  and  less.  President 
Chase  has  issued  a  circular  to  that  effect. 

—Defective  flue  in  attic  started  a  fire  in  the 
Williams  building,  Ferndale,  Cal.,  and  for  a 
time  threatened  the  business  section.  The 
volunteer  fire  department  did  creditable 
work,  and  saved  the  building. 

—Vancouver,  B.  C— The  Board  of  Trade's 
"council"  will  sit  as  an  insurance  grievance 
committee,  there  being  complaints  that  rates 
are  too  high.  We  have  noticed  that  often 
when  such  complaints  are  very  loud,  a  local 
conflagration  follows. 

—Kansas  City'.s  fire  department  showed  up 
poorly  at  the  burning  of  the  convention  hall. 
Water  pressure  was  light,  and  owing  to 
economy  in  the  matter  of  horses  the  engines 
did  not  arrive  in  time  to  do  any  effective 
work.  The  electric  wiring  in  the  building 
had  been  slovenly  done.  Yet  the  building 
was  well  insured. 

—The  Pacific  Bank,  San  Francisco,  has 
brought  suit  against  one  Frank  M.  Stone  to 
settle  its  right  to  a  policy  of  insurance  for 
.$5,000  on  his  life,  which  he  pledged  to  the 
bank  for  money  borrowed  in  1891.  It  was  sold 
last  November  to  satisfy  a  judgment  against 
Stone  for  $706,  and  the  bank  bought  it  for 
$400,  but  Stone  still  claims  the  ownership  of  it. 

— The  Oregon  insurance  report  (F.  I.  Dunbar, 
Ins.  Com.)  has  been  received.  Forty-nine 
fire  and  seven  fire  and  marine  companies 
operate  in  Oregon.  Also,  twenty-two  life 
companies,  and  twenty-one  casualty  and 
surety  companies.  The  Royal's  gross  prem- 
iums are  the  largest.  The  Commercial 
Union's  gross  marine  premiums  are  the 
largest.  Next  in  the  order  named  are  the 
gross  marine  premiums  of  the  British  &  For- 
eign and  the  Fireman's  Fund. 
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— The  Scaudia  of  Stockholm  has  applied  for 
admission  to  Ohio,  where  it  will  do  a  reinsur- 
ance business. 

— Chicago. — Chas.  H.  Ferguson  &  Sons,  gen- 
eral agents  for  the  Mutual  Life  in  Illinois, 
have  suddenly  resigned.  The  Mutual  is 
doubtless  preparing  for  many  changes,  and 
will  trj'  to  recover  first  place  again. 

— Montana  and  Hawaii  Adde-d. — Manager 
Waynian  has  been  authorized  to  extend  the 
business  of  the  Girard  and  the  United  States 
to  Montana,  and  will  immediately  establish 
agencies  in  that  State.  The  G.  W.  McNear 
general  agency  will  also  appoint  representa- 
tives in  the  Hawaiian  Islands  at  an  early 
date,  for  one  or  more  of  the  three  companies. 

—Some  of  the  companies  have  stopped  writing 
on  linotypes  for  good  and  suflQcient  reasons. 
The  mechanism  of  the  machine  is  both  com- 
plicated and  very  delicate,  consequent  ly  easily 
damaged  and  thrown  out  of  order.  A  case  in 
point  occurred  in  the  Progress  building  fire  at 
Salt  Lake.  One  of  the  linotypes,  which  had 
been  wet,  was  seemingly  but  little  the  worse 
for  the  experience,  but  it  was  discovered,  on 
operating  it,  that  something  was  radically 
wrong.  On  giving  it  a  thorough  overhauling 
it  was  found  that  a  grain  of  sand  had  lodged 
in  its  mechanism  and  rendered  it  temporarily 
useless.  The  monopoly  which  builds  these 
linotypes  chai-ges  a  high  price  for  them  and  is 
also  inclined  to  treat  damages  as  a  total 
loss. 

—The  editor  of  this  magazine  expects  to  take, 
ere  long,  his  first  vacation  in  seventeen 
years.  On  being  granted  his  ticket-of-leave 
he  will  start  forth  on  a  voyage  of  discovery. 
He  expects  to  find  on  the  other  side  of  the 
globe  a  body  of  laud  to  balance  this  continent 
of  insurance  journals.  Our  explorer  is  pre- 
pared to  name  these  new  countries  and  their 
cities,  after  names  occurring  in  his  favorite 
fiction,  called  history.  One  country  and  its 
chief  city  he  will  call  England  and  London; 
another,  Germany  and  Berlin  ;  another,  France 
and  Paris.  Indeed,  if  his  courage  and  money 
hold  out,  this  pathfinder  may  discover  other 
strange  countries  and  their  chief  centers  of 
wickedness.  He  is  especially  hopeful  of  find- 
ing in  these  remote  and  untraveled  lauds  some 
signs  of  progress  in  the  art  of  fire  protection. 
Having  spent  three  days  or  so  in  each  foreign 
laud,  the  editor  will  write  books  descriptive 
of  the  natives  and  customs,  religion  and  iioli- 
tics  of  each.  Subscription  ordecs  should  be 
sent  in  earlv. 


— The  Svea  (Edward_  Brown  &  Sons,  general 
agents)  now  has  .§300,000  deposited  in  New 
York  and  $400,000  in  the  hands  of  American 
trustees. 

— OuK  old  friend  Arthur  C.  Donuell,  formerly 
with  the  California  and  latterly  with  the 
Employers'  Liability,  has  retired  from  the 
insurance  business  altogether,  and  will  here- 
after give  his  undivided  attention  to  some 
mining  properties  in  which  he  is  largely  in- 
terested. Lucky  man  !  Mr.  Donnell  resigned 
the  agency  of  his  credit  indemnity  company 
six  months  ago. 

— G.  C.  HOLLOWAY,  of  Los  Angeles,  special 
agent  of  the  Home  of  New  York  for  southern 
California  and  Los  Angeles,  who  has  been  ill 
for  several  months,  has  been  granted  a  fur- 
ther leave  of  absence  for  six  months  at  his 
regular  salary.  The  business  of  his  depart- 
ment will  be  looked  after  from  this  end,  pend- 
ing his  recovery.  Mr.  Holloway's  health  has 
improved  since  his  return  from  the  Needles. 

— The  paramount  obligation  resting  upon  the 
underwriter  of  to-day  if  he  would  make  more 
solid  the  ground  beneath  his  feet,  is  to  place 
his  hands  as  a  days-man  on  both  company  and 
policyholder,  and  bring  them  into  relations  of 
harmony  and  confidence.  To  do  so,  secrecy  or 
mysticism  regarding  rate-making,  as  well  as 
systems  of  guessing,  should  be  abandoned; 
and  the  property-owner,  through  the  medium 
of  available  statistics — be  made  aware  of  the 
average  fire  cost  of  the  hazai'd  on  which  he 
desires  protection.  The  handwriting  is  al- 
ready being  seen  upon  the  wall,  and  the  wise 
men  are  endeavoring  to  decipher  its  meaning; 
but  whether  it  is  decreed  that  the  realization 
of  this  ideal  shall  be  reached  bj'  voluntary 
action  on  the  part  of  the  companies,  or 
through  compulsory  legislation  on  the  part  of 
state  government,  time  alone  may  tell. — 
Robert  Dickson. 

FIRE  INSURANCE. 

The  advertiser,  who  is  an  experi- 
enced insurance  man,  with  connec- 
tions that  would  bring  in  a  large 
premium  income,  would  like  to  secure 
the  agency  of  a  Board  Company  for 
Vancouver  and  Mainland  of  British 
Columbia. 

Addre-ss  : 

"INSURANCE,"  P.  O.  BOX  207, 

VANCOUVER,  B.  C. 
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MONEY  AND  REALTY. 


"Socialistic  Tendencies  in  Anglo- 
Saxon  Counti'ies"  is  the  title  of  a  read- 
able, thoughtful  article  in  Self-Culture 
Magazine  for  March.  Socialism  is  strik- 
ing at  the  root  of  Anglo-Saxon  individual- 
ity. State-dependence,  as  in  Latin  coun- 
tries, is  threatening  the  racial  spirit  of 
self-reliance.  Australasia  is  leading  the 
way;  some  American  cities  are  following. 
The  ditch  can  not  be  far  away. 

Municipal  ownership  as  a  political 
principle  was  not  helped  by  the  Coloi-ado 
dam  disaster  near  Austin,  Texas.  The 
dam  was  built  by  the  municipality 
with  borrowed  money.  The  interest 
on  the  bonds  has  been  in  default  for 
two  years;  the  dam,  through  defective 
workmanship  and  possibly  jobbery,  has 
been  swept  away  by  a  Hood  and  will  never 
be  rebuilt.  It  is  hardly  to  be  doubted 
that  if  the  dam  had  been  built  and  owned 
by  private  parties  it  would  have  been  in 
existence  to-day;  for  ever  since  its  con- 
struction there  has  been  more  or  less  talk 
of  faulty  designs  and  inferior  or  "graft- 
ing" workmanship.  There  are  no  doubt 
plenty  of  cases  of  safe  and  enduring  munic- 
ipal construction,  at  whatever  cost,  in  this 
country;  but  the  candid  reader,  whatever 
his  views  as  to  municipal  ownership,  must 
admit  that  the  chances  of  jobbery  and 
dishonest  practices  generally,  in  construc- 
tion, purchases,  and  administration,  are 
sadly  in  the  majority. 


Grkat  Britain's  total  war  expense 
is  $760,000,000  per  year,  or  $200,000,000 
more  than  the  total  national  revenues. 

A  chattel  mortgage  is  not  fraudu- 
lent as  to  creditors  because  it  does  not 
show  what  part  of  the  sum  it  is  given  to 
secure  was  future  advances. — Westheimer 
V.  Goodkind  (Mont. )  813. 

Sawmill  fixtures,  placed  on  land  under 
a  lease  providing  that  they  shall  remain 
personalty,  and  purchased  by  plaintilT's 
assignor  under  execution  as  personalty, 
cannot  thereafter  be  levied  on  as  realty. — 
Hershberger  v.  Johnson  (Or.)  838. 

The  Coast  Review's  visits  are  always 
looked  forward  to  with  pleasant  anticipa- 
tions. J.  B.  Furman,  Seattle,  Wash. 


Liberal  Contract 

can  be  made 
with  established 

Old  Line  Life 

insurance  Company 
for 

Local  or  Special 


Agency, 


Address  "C," 

Care  of  Coast  Review. 


NIAGARA  FIRE  INSURANCE  CO. 

OF   NEW  YORK. 


HAROLD  HERRICK,   President 

GEO.    W.   DEWEY,  Secretary 


GEO.  C.  HOWE,   Vice-President, 

H.  F.  G.  WEY,  Ass't  Secretary 


WESTERN    DEPARTMENT,    315    DEARBORN    ST.,    CHICAGO. 

/.   N    JiLACK WELDER,   Manager  W.   L.   STEELE,   Axst  Manager 

WALTER  H.  RAYMOND,  General  Agt.  for  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho,  Portland,  Or. 
WALTER  d.  WILSON,  Gen'l  Agent  for  California,  Arizona,  Nevada,  Hawaiian  Islands. 

W,  LOAIZA  &  CO,,  State  Agents,  216  Sansome  St.,  San  Francisco,  CaL 
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According  to  newspaper  avithority, 
"scientists"'  have  discovered  that  the 
"rising-  generation''  in  this  country  has  a 
large  lower  jaw,  due  to  the  American 
habit  of  eating  too  much.  We  should 
have  atti'ibuted  the  growing  jaw  to  the 
American  habit  of  talking  too  much — 
politics. 

California,  for  one,  would  be  much 
more  prosperous  if  her  land  owners  did 
not  include  climate  in  their  prices.  Too 
many  land  holders,  professing  a  disposi- 
tion to  sell,  add  a  considerable  sum  to 
the  I'eal  pi-esent  value,  either  to  cover  a 
possible  future  value  or  as  a  gross  fee  for 
our  beautiful  climate.  Land  is  worth 
only  a  price  corresponding-  to  its  net  in- 
come when  properly  cultivated.  Offered 
at  that  price,  the  farming,  the  food-pro- 
ducing, population  of  the  state  would 
double  in  a  short  time.  The  actual  farm- 
ing- population  is  very  small.  Cities, 
towns,  mining  and  lumbering  and  mer- 
chandising, absorb  the  most  of  the  active 
energies  of  the  people.  Much  remains  to 
be  done  in  the  way  of  irrigation,  and  the 
collection  of  water  in  reservoirs.  Cali- 
fornia can  support  a  population  of  10,000,- 
000,  and  the  remainder  of  the  Coast  an- 
other 10,000.000:  but  all  the  land  must 
be  brought  under  cultivation.  Recent 
events  in  the  far  East  will  certainly  help 
develop  the  Pacific  West's  resources. 


Whoever  buys,  pays  taxes.  Pays  in- 
surance taxes,  too. 

A  Paris  cable  to  a  New  York  paper 
says:  "The  state  of  California  has  a  mag- 
nificent display  all  to  itself.  Some  French- 
men cannot  make  out  whether  Califoi-nia 
is  a  separate  country  or  whether  it  has 
seceded  from  the  United  States,  on  ac- 
count of  separate  offices  used  by  the 
Americans.  Prai.«e  of  the  state's  enter- 
prise is  every  whei-e  heard. "" 

D.  A^SPENCER,  Adjuster, 

2/3  Sansome   Street, 

SAN  FRANCISCO. 


F.     G.     ARGALL, 

Adjuster    of    Fire    Losses, 
306  Pine  Street,  (room  2)   San  Francisco. 

TEL.     MAIN     5605 

Insurance^ 

A   Text  Book  . .  . 

For  Sale  at  this  Office.    Price,  $3.50 

This  is  a  splendid  work  of  over  1,000  pages. 


PHOENIX  MUTUAL 


I     ICC      INSURANCE 
Lire.     COMPANY 

Of  HARTFORD,  CONN. 


JONATHAlN  B.  BUNCE,  Presi. 
J.  M.  HOLCOMBE,  Vice-Presi. 
CHAS.  H.  LAWRENCE,  Sec'y. 


H.    W.  MAGEE. 


J.    \V.  IIICKS. 


HIGKS    &    MAGRK, 

Managers  Pacific   Department, 
Clans  Spreokels  (Ctill)    LJuilcliriy,   San  Kranois<'.o. 

^r  Two    NEW  CONTRACTS   Just  Issued.        The   Easiest   on    the    Market   to    Sell. 
SMALL  RA  TES  !      BIG  ADVANTAGES !    Agents  should  not  fail  to  call  and  investigate- 
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Fire  and  Marine   Insurance  Agencies. 


Phone  '    General  Agents  and  Companies. 


548 

5107 

334 


272 

427 
5414 
1842 

684 


5968 

5693 

1100 
1886 

689 


5817 


1991 


Baggs  &  Stovel 

American,  Boston 
Mercantile,  Boston 

Bailey,  James  D 

Ins.  Co.  North  America 


Balfour,  Guthrie  &  Co 

(A.  H.  Small,  Manager) 
British  &  Foreign  Marine 
Yangtsze,  Shanghai 

Belden,  H.  K 

Hartford  Fire 

N.  Y.  Underwriters  Agency 


Bertheau,  Cesar 

Hanover,  N.  Y. 
Aachen  &  Munich  Fire 


Boardman  &  Spencer 
^Etna,  Hartford 


Bromwell,  L.  L 

Milwaukee  Mechanics,  Wis. 

Brown  &  Sons,  Edward 

American,  Phila. 
Svea,  Sweden 
Agricultural,  N.  Y. 
Delaware 


Butler  &  Haldan 

Phoenix,  London 
Providence-Washington,  R.I. 

Catton,  Bell  &  Co 

Union  Assurance,  London 
Law  Union  &  Crown 
Victoria,  N.  Y. 


Christensen,  Chas 

American-Central,  St.  Louis. 
St.  Paul.F.  &M. 


Coleman,  J.  D 

Home,  New  York, 


Continental  Ins.  Co 

Davis  &  Son,  J.  B.  F 

Standard  Marine,  Liverpool 
Sun,  London 

Davis  &  Watson.  

British  America 
Western,  Toronto 


Davis  &  Henry    .  .   . 

Greenwich,  N.  Y. 


Devlin,  Frank  J 

Atlas,  London 
Kings  County 

Dickson  and  Hall 

Royal  Exchange,  London 
Orient 

Dornin,  George  D 

National,  Hartford 
Springfield,  Mass. 

Driffield,  V.  C 

Transatlantic,  Hamburg 
Hamburg  Underwriters 


Dutton,  Wm.  J 

Ins.  Co.  State  of  Penn.,  Phila. 
Equitable 

Edwards  &  Conroy 

American.  N.  J. 
Manchester,  England 
Caledonian.  Edinburgh 
American,  N.  Yt 


Address. 


411  Calif. 

412  Calif. 
316  Calif. 

313  Calif. 
423  Calif. 


514  Calif. 
410  Calif. 
41114  Calif- 

413  Calif. 
406  Calif. 

220  Sans. 

Portland 

302  Pine 
215  Sans. 

322  Pine. 

215  Sans. 
309  Sans. 

501  Montg 

409  Calif. 

213  Sans.    • 

I 
401  Calif. 

i 

323  Calif.    ! 


Fire  and  Marine  Insurance  Agencies. 


Phone     General  Agents  and  Companies.      Address. 


1991 


1632 


38 
666 
1184 
1086 


Clay 
321 


1597 


.5710 
746 


720 


169 


.538 

5639 

649 


Fireman's  Fund  Ins.  Co. 


Folger,  Herbert  .... 
Phoenix,  Hartford 
New  Hampshire 


Grant,  Geo.  F 

London  Assurance,  London 
Northern  Assurance.  London 


Grant,  Tom  C 

North  British  &  Mercantile 
Greenwich,  N.  Y. 


Gutte  cfe  Frank 

Magdeburg,  Germany 
Magdeburg,  N.  Y. 
Wilhelma,  Germany 
Associated  Assurance  Cos. 
Germany 


Harrison,  Wm.  Greer    .... 

Thames  &  Mersey  Marine 


Haven,  Chas.  D.  .    .  • 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe 


Herold,  Jr.,  Rudolph  . 

Hamburg-Bremen 


401  Calif. 
325  Calif. 

221  Sans. 

212  Pine 
303  Calif. 

305  Calif. 
422  Calif. 
415  Calif. 


Home  Mutual  Ins.  Co. 
Keller,  H.C 


Lamey,  H.  T 

British  America 
Western 

Landers,  William  J  .   .    . 
Imperial,  London 
Lion,  London 

Laton,  Chas.  A 

Palatine,  Eng. 
Traders,  Chicago 

Loaiza,  W.  &  Co 

Prussian  National 
Niagara 
Caledonian- American 


Lowden,  W.  H. .    .   . 

Norwich  Union 


Macdonald,  William 

London  &  Lancashire,  Eng. 
Norwalk  Fire 
English-Am.  Underwriters 
State  Fire 
Netherlands 


Manheim,  Dibbern  &  Co 

Scottish  Union  &  National 


Mann  &  Wilson 

Lancashire,  Eng. 
Teutonia,  New  Orleans 
La  Fonciere  Marine 
L'Universo  Marine 


Maxwell,  J.  D.  . 

Continental 


Medcraft,  R.  C 

Scottish  Union  &  National 

McNear,  Geo.  W 

(Willard  O.  Wayman,  Manager! 

Merchants,  N.  J. 

United  States  Fire,  N.  Y. 

Girard 

Marine 


318  Calif. 

210  Sans. 

Denver 

205  Sans. 
439  Calif. 
216  Sans 

314  Calif. 

315  Montg 


217  Sans. 
322  Calif. 

421  Calif. 
319  Calif. 
308  Sans. 
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Phone     General  Agents  and  Companies. 


5582 
5136 

1724 
5024 
5976 


Green 
621 


5810 


321 
5359 


MitcheU,  Geo.  M 

Westchester,  N.  Y. 
Home  N.  Y. 

Mullins,  C.  F 

Commercial  Union,  Eng. 

Commercial  Union,  N.  Y. 

Alliance,  London 
Pope,  T.  Edward 

Pennsylvania 

Union,  Phila. 

Potter,  Ed.  E 

Franklin,  Phila. 

Williamsburg  City,  N.  Y. 

Glens  Falls 
Roff.  H.  L 

Home,  N.  Y. 
Shankland.  T.  C 

Fire  Association,  Phila. 

Smith,  B.  jr 

Connecticut,  Hartford 

Spencer,  H.  McD 

Phenix,  Brooklyn. 

Speyer,  Walter 

North  German,  Germany 
Hamburg  Underwriters 


Address.   \\Phone     General  Agents  and  Companies. 


210  Sans,     j    5333 
13&4 


416  Calif. 


436  Calif. 


322  Montg 


210 


Syz  &  Co 

Helvetia  Swiss 
Baloise,  Switzerland 
Swiss  Marine  Combined 

Thomas,  W.  P 312 

New  Zealand,  Auckland 


Sans. 
San. 
Calif. 
Montg 
225  Sans. 

301  Calif. 


219 


411 


415 


Tyson,  Geo.  H 

German- American,  N.  Y. 

German  Alliance,  N.  Y. 

Boston.  Boston.  Mass. 
Van  Slyke  &  Co 


113 


Voss,  Conrad  &  Co 

Thuringia,  Germany 
Frankfort  Marine 
Bavarian  Lloyd  Marine 
Thuringia-American,  N.  Y. 

Watt,  Rolla  V 

Royal,  Liverpool 
Queen,  N.  Y. 


4a5  Calif. 


5393 


5740 


Red 
2331 


Brown 
223 

Blk 
2311 

1597 
1696 
169 


409!^  Calif  \\     538 
204  Sans.         5921 

1015 

5596 

750 
621 


Royal  Ins. 
Bldg. 


San  Francisco  Life,  Accident  and  Mis= 
cellaneous  Agencies. 


Phone    General  Agents  and  Companies. 


329 

5017 


195 


5244 
1703 


Borland,  James  H 

Bnggs,  Clarence  F 

Standard  Life  and  Accident 

Christensen,  Chas 

Lloyds  Plate  Glass,  N.  Y. 

Delger  Ewd.    F 

Bankers  Life  Association. 

Dunphy,  W.  H. 

Home  Life,  N.  Y. 

Field,  H.  K 

New  England  Mutual  Life 

Finnegan,  John  E 

Forbes  &  Son,  A.  B 

Mutual  Life.  N.  Y. 

Gamiss,  Jas.  R 

American  Surety,  N.  Y. 


Address. 


Spreckels 

Bldg 
Mills  Big 

317  Calif. 

Spreckels 
Bldg 

Parrott 
Big 

Mills   Big 

Mills  Big 

Mutual 
Life  Big 

219  Sans. 


Dayis 

982 
5683 

5136 


970 
5161 
1739 
5577 


Gilbert.  Frank  L 

Fidelity  and  Deposit 


Godwin,  Thos 

Preferred  Accident,  N.  Y. 


Gross,  Carl  C 

Provident  Savings,  N.  Y. 

Harmon,  Jr.,  A.  K.  P 

Connecticut  Mutual  Life,  H'd 


Hart  &  Wooster 

Penn  Mutual 


Houghton,  H.  B 

^tna  Life  (&  accident)  Conn 


Address. 


Jacobs,  W.  A.    .  .   . 
Germania  Life 


Kilgarif  &  Beaver   .   .   . 
Pacific  Mutual  Life 


Landers,  John 

Manhattan  Life,  N.  Y. 


Leavitt,  W.  C 

Union  Mutual  Life,  Me. 


Loaiza,  W.  &  Co 

Union  Casualty  &  Surety  Co. 


McLane,  Chas 

New  York  Life,  N.  Y. 


Mann  &  Wilson 

Hartford  Steam  Boiler 
Metropolitan  Plate  Glass 

Maxwell,  J.  D.  &  Co 


Munsell,  Jr.,  Jas. 

Mutual  Benefit  Life,  N.  J. 


Okell,  Cha-s  J.  &  Co 

Emi^loyers'  Liability,  London 


Osborne  &  Hicks     .   .   .   . 
Phoenix  Mutual  Life 


Pacific  Mutual  Life,  S.  F. 
Pacific  Surety  Co.,  S.  F.  . 


Pardee,  S.  C 

Fidelity  &  Casualty,  N.  Y. 


Parker,  C.  M.  T. 


Perrin,  Howard 

Washington  Life 

Potter,  Ed  E 

City  Trust,  S.  D.  &  Surety 


Rathbun,  Geo.  A 

Fidelity  Mutual,  Philadelphia 


Sherman  &  Harmon 
Penn  Mutual 


Shields,  A.  M 

Equitable  Life 

Smith,  Clarence  M 

Northwest'n  Mut..  Milwaukee 


Stolp,  G.  M 

National  Life,  Vt. 

Voss,  Conrad  &  Co 

Frankfort  Acci.  &  Plate  Glass 


Mills  Big 

Mills  Big 

Spreckels 
Bldg 

Mills  Big 

Spreckels 
Bldg 

Safe  De- 
posit Big 

Mills  Big 
506  Montg 
240  Montg 
419  Calif. 

216  Sans. 
Mills  Big 
322  Calif. 

421  Calif. 
503  Calif. 


Spreckels 
Big. 


506  Montg 

320  Montg 

Mutual 
Life  Big 

214  Pine 

Chronicle 
Bldg 

322  Montg 
Mills  Big 
Portland 
Crock'rBlg 
Phelan  Big 
Crock' r  Big 
204  Sans. 


Tne  Coast  T^evieiv, 


Our  Dh'rcfori/  of  Pacific  Coast 
FicUl  Men. 

Attached  Field  Men. 

Aachen  <fc  Munich. 

A  W  Thornton,  Seattle 
\V  A  Bonynge;  Los  Angeles 
Wm  1?  Sireeter,  Portland,  Oregon 
F  W  Hally,  San  Francisco 
Atlas  Assurance. 
K  11  Thompson,  San  Francisco 
W  W  Cleveland,  San  Francisco 
AV  AV   Alversun,  Portland 
C  E  Schliugheyde,  Los  Angeles 
Willliim  Manning,  Denver,  Col. 

^tna. 
Ed  C  Morrison,  San  Francisco 
Louis  Mel,  San  Francisco 
\V  L  Gazzani,  Seattle,  Wash. 

Baggs  d-  Stovel  Agencrj. 
C  W  Smith,  San  Francisco 

British  A7nerica  and  Western. 
W  L  W  Miller,  Denver,  Colorado 
H  J  Schaeffer,  Seattle,  Wash. 
R  H  Magill,  Oakland,  California 
W  B  Westlake,  Oakland,  Cal. 
E  L  Keed    Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
Edw.  Brown  &  Hon,  Gen'l  Ag'ts. 
Wm  H  Hill,  San  Francisco 
Chas  Van  Valkcnburg,  Los  Angeles 
H  H  Brown,  San  Francisco 
N  B  Whitley,  Seattle,  Washington 
W  H  Gibbons,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

Butler  (k  Haldan  Agency. 
B  C  Dick,  San  Francisco 
B  B  Broomell,  Tacoma 

Continental. 
D  W  Graves,  San  Francisco 
W  A  Williams,  Portland,   Oregon 
F  H  Rhoads,  Denver,  Colorado 
F  P  Wilson,  Los  Angeles 

Commercial  Union  and  Alliance. 
W  R  Heath,  San  Francisco 
A  T  Von  Etiinger,  Portland,  Or 
W  A  Jac^kson,  Los  Angeles 
M  H  Merrill,  Salt  Lake  City 
Connecticut. 

Guy  Francis,  San  Francisco 
A  G  Davis,  San  Francisco 
L  P  Stephens.  Los  Angeles 
.James  S  Reed,  Portland,  Oregon 
W  S  Ferris,  Salt  Lake 

Chas.  Christensen's  Agency. 
James  C  Cunningham,  Spokane   • 
Ernest  C  Johnson,  Los  Angeles 
S  B  Morse,  Portland,  Oregon 
Geo  G  Potter,  San  Francisco 

Edwards  <fi  Conroy,  Managers. 
R  De  Lappe.  San  Francisco 
Geo  A  Crux,  Portland,  Oregon 
E  E  Panabaker,  Sacramento 
J  O  Parrish,  Denver 

Fireman's  Fund. 
R  D  Hunter,  San  Francisco 
Wm  M  Klinger,  San  Francisco 
L  M  Seaton,  Los  Angeles 
.1  V  Spears,  Dallas,  Texas 
F  G  White,  Denver,  Colorado 
A  C  Thornton,  Portland,  Oregon 
R  P  Fabi,  Sherlock  Blk.,  Port.,  Or. 
G  H  Mendell,  Jr.,  Salt  Lake 

Fire  Association,  Philadelphia. 
T  C  Shankland,  San  Francisco 
F  M  Avery,  Denver,  Colorado 
F  J  Alex  Mayer,  Portland,  Oregon 
Dan  L  Weaver,  Spokane 
E  J  Louis,  Los  Angeles 

Oerman- American. 
W  F  Chipman,  San  Francisco 
Harry  Benner.  San  Francisco 
Chas  R  Thompson,  Seattle,  Wash. 

Hamburg- Brem,e7i.  ' 
Harry  C  Boyd,  San  Francisco 


Hartford. 
J  J  Agard,  San  Francisco 
John  M  Holmes,  San  Francisco 
J  J  Dennis,  Portland 
B  F  Grant,  Salt  Lake  City 
W  O  Morgan,  San  Francisco 

Home  Mutual. 
E  E  Eitel,  San  Francisco 
R  P  Fahj,  Portland,  Oregon 
A  W  Whitmer,  Portland,  Oregon 
F  G  White,  Denver,  Colorado 
Chas  C  Echlin,  San  Francisco 
C  P  Lyndall,  Los  Angeles 

Home,  New   York. 
Harry  L  RolT,  San  Francisco 
A  G  Rldliug,  San  Francisco 
Junius  Young,  Salt  Lake  City 
A  F  Gartner,  Butte,  Montana 
J  D  Coleman,  Portland,  Oregon 
John  H  Burgard   Portland,  Oregon 
G  C  Holloway.  Los  Angeles 
J  J  Sheahan,  San  Francisco 
Imperial  and  Lion. 
Amos  F.  Sewell.  San  Francisco 
T  T  Frith.  Denver 
W  F  Zwick,  Seattle 
Toll  Thompson,  Portland,  Oregon 
Maj  W  H  Bonsall,  Los  Angeles 
Ins.  Co.  Of  North  America. 
J  K  Hamilton,  San  Francisco 
C  O  Scott,  San  Francisco 
A  E  Bailey,  Seattle,  Washington 

Lancashire. 
Walter  M  Speyer,  San  Francisco 
D  W  Pierce,  Los  Angeles 
F  M  Branch,  Portland.  Oregon 

Liverpool  <&  London  <t  Olobc. 
Edw  G  Sprowl,  Tacoma,  Wash. 
R  G  Brush,  San  Francisco 
John  W  Gunn,  Salem,  Oregon 
Fred  L  Haven,  San  Francisco 
Theo  Summerland,  Los  Angeles 

London  <&  Lancashire. 
W  B  Hopkins,  San  Francisco 
Burns  Macdonald,  San  Francisco 
Sam  B  Stoy,  Cham.  Com..  Port.,  Or. 

London  and  Northern. 
Frank  L  Hunter,  San  Francisco 
F  C  H  Robins,  San  Francisco 
James  H  Vint,  San  Francisco 

Magdeburg . 
Leslie  Bates,  San  Francisco 

O.   W.  McNear. 
M  H  Thomson,  Portland 
Arthur  M  Thomson,  San  Francisco 
C  A  Mead,  Los  Angeles 

Milwaukee  Mechanics. 
C  H  Ward,  San  Francisco 
Gilbert  E  Overton,  Los  Angeles 
National  and  Springfield. 
Leslie  H  Lord    San  Francisco 
J  N  Waters,  San  Francisco 
John  C  Dornin,  Tacoma,  Wash. 
P  E  Gerald    Portland.  Oregon 
Geo  C  Codding,  San  Francisco 
Edward  Sexton,  Denver 
Neiv  Zealand. 
H  E  ParkUurst,  San  Francisco 
A  R  D  Patterson,  Portland 
H   E  O'Brien,  Los  Angeles 

Niagara. 
Geo  H  Batchelder,  Denver,  Colo. 
Walter  J  Wilson,  San  Francisco 
W  H  Raymond,  Portland,  Oregon 

North  British  and  Mercantile: 
Edward  Niles,  San  Francisco 
W  S  Berdan,  Jr.,  San  Francisco 
Chas  B  Hill,  San  Francisco 
John  T  Griffith,  San  Francisco 
Francis  Cutting,  San  Francisco 

North  German. 
J  H  Ankele,  San  Francisco 
C  O  Hawley,  Los  Angeles 
Norwich  Union. 
J  L  Fuller,  San  Francisco 
R  H  Delatield,  San  Francisco 
F  C  Staniford,  San  Francisco 
A  W  Glesy,  Salem,  Oregon 


Palatine. 
Thomas  J  Duffy,  San  Francisco 
Henry  T  Fennel,  San  Francisco 
Edward  0  Hughes,  Los  Angeles 
F  J  H  Manning,  Denver,  Colo. 
E  S  Parker,  Sonora,  Cal. 
Henry  C  Rodgers.  Portland,  Oregon 

Pennsylvania  Fire. 
Homer  A  Craig,  San  Francisco 
Chester  Deering,  Sau   Francisco 
Volney  Howard,  San  Francisco 
S  P  Mesick,  San  Francisco 
J  H  Clinkscales.  Los  Angeles 

Philadelptiia  Underwriters 
T  C  Shankland,  San  Francisco 
F  M   Avery,  Denver,  Colorado 
F  J  Alex  Mayer,  Portland,  Oregon 
E  J  Louis,  Los  Angeles 
Dan  L  Weaver,  Spokane,  Wash. 

Phmiix,  Hartford. 
R  Gallegos.  Jr,  San  Francisco 
J  W  Warner,  San  Francisco 
Chas  D  Morgan,  Los  Angeles 
Luclan  W  Knight,  Portland,  Or. 

Prussian  National. 
John  A  Prinsen,  San  Francisco 

Edward  E.  Potter,  Manager. 
Sam  B  Dewey,  Los  Angeles 
Charles  A  Layng 

Royal  and  Queen. 
John  T  Fogarty,  San  Francisco 
Wm  Maris,  San  Francisco 
F  M  Gilcrest,  San  Francisco 
J  K  Urmston,  Los  Angeles 
H  R  Burke,  Portland,  Oregon 
J  O  Thomas,  Portland,  Oregon 

Royal  Exchange  Assurance. 
John  J  Clayton,  San  Francisco 
John  T  Beales,  San  Francisco 
1{  M  Thompson,  Los  Angeles 
H  C  Ramsay,  Denver 
John  Andrew,  Portland 

Scottish  Union  dt  National. 
T  J  A  Tiedemann.  Portland,  dr. 
Fred  R  Stover,  San  Francisco 
Harry  L  Luke.  Salt  Lake  &  Denver 
John  E  Cosgrove,  San  Francisco 

Su7i  Insuratice  Office. 
Tbos  H  Williams,  Portland 
W  W  Hoagland,  Portland 

Syz  ik  Co. 
H  C  Kirkpatrick,  San  Francisco 

Thuringia. 
R  B  Friend,  San  Francisco 
C  B  Sloan,  Los  Angeles 
L   F  Lamping,   Seattle,  Washington 

Transatlantic. 
Tom  R  Roberts,  Seattle 
H  W  Fores,  San  Francisco 
Union  Assurance. 
Harry  H  Smith,  San  Francisco 
Edwin  B  De  Golia,  Sau  Francisco 
Paul  C  Bates,  Portland 

Westchester. 
H  C  Keller,  San  Francisco 

Unattached  Field  Men. 
A   A  Andre,  San  Francisco 
F  G  Argall,  San  Francisco 
I)  M  Bokee,  San  Francisco 
William  L  Chalmers,   Portland,  f)r. 
W  H  Faust,  Los  Angeles 
E  P  Farnsworth,  San  Francisco 
H  R  Hanna.  Los  Angeles 
K  Lockev,  Helena,  Mont, 
D  W  Mcintosh,  Los  Angeles 
Calvert  Meade,  San  Francisco 
R  H  Nauuton,  Sun  Francisco 
B  D  Smalley,  Seattle,  Washington 
D  A  Spencer,  Sau  Francisca 
Adolph  Wenzell)urger    San.  Fran'co 
H  M  Grant,  Portland,  Oregon 
Charles  L  J  Bliss,  Seattle,  Wash 


COAST  REVIEW  ADJ'ERTISING  DEPARTMENT 
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\_  #    V^     A—/  -1—^  JL    ^  Of  America,  N.  Y. 


Assets, 
Surplus, 

J.  A.  MACDONALD,  President, 


$4,668,341.00 
2,323,975.00 

GEO.  W.  BURCHELL,  Secretary. 


ROLLA  V.  WATTj  Pacific  Coast  Manager 

JOHN   T.   FOG  ARTY,  Superintendent  of  Agencies. 
ROfAL  INSURANCE  BUILDING  corner  Pine  and  Sansome  Streets,  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

SPECIAL  AGENTS  and  ADJUSTERS  ROYAL  and  QUEEN  INSURANCE  COMPANIES. 
FRANK  M.  GILCREST,  Central  California.  H.  R.  BUREE,  Washington  and  Montana. 

WILLIAM  MARIS,  Northern  California,  Nevada  and  Utah.     J.  0.  THOMAS,  Oregon  and  Idaho. 
J.  K.  URMSTON,  Southern  California,  Arizona  and  New  Mexico. 


ASSETS, 

Surplus,  (Net) 
Losses  paid,  over 


$  53,281,824  89 

15,196,543  33 

117,000,000  00 


Transacts  Largest   FIRE    Insurance    Busi- 
ness of  any  Company  in  the  World. 


CHARLES   ALCOCK,   MAN/kGER, 


F.  J.   KINGSLEY,  SuB-ManagER, 


LIVERPOOL,  England. 


DEPARTMENT  OFFICES: 

Boston,    New  York,    Philadelphia,    Chicago,    Louisville, 

San  Francisco. 

J^~  Auencies  in  all  principal  Cities  and  Towns. 


Royal 

insurance 
Company, 


ROLLA    V.    WATT3    Pacific  Coast    Manager, 

JOHN   T.    FOG  ARTY,  Superintendent  of  Agencies. 
ROYAL  INSURANCE  BUILDING  corner  Pine  and  Sansome  Streets,  SAN  FRANCISCO. 


::§|=gf§j^,^f^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^g^^^S 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT 

AMERICAN  CENTRAL 

Insurance  Company  of   St.  Louis 

Established  1S53 

Assets,  -  -  $  1,941,324.10 

Losses  Paid,  -  -         10,429,444.42 

territory: 

California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Montana,  Idaho,  Utah,  Nevada  and  Arizona 


ST.  PAUL 


F.  &  M.  Insurance  Company  of   St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Established  1865 

Assets,  -  _  _  ^  2,450,629.11 

Losses  Paid,  _  _  _  16,586,620.70 

THRRITORYs 

California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Montana,  Idaho,  Utah,  Nevada  and  Arizona 


Lloyds  Plate  Glass 

Insurance  Company  of   New  York 

Assets,  -  -  -      ■  -    $  736,016.74 

Losses  Paid,  _  _  _  1,875,494.33 

8®=°  Insures  Plate  Glass  Agrainst  Breakagre  Only 


CHAS.  CHRISTENSEN,  Manager 


B.  GOODWIN,   Ass't    Manager 


Special  .If/etifs  : 

JAMES  C.  CUNNINGHAM,  sSttnkune.  Wash 
ERNEST  U.  JOHNSON,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


OFFICE:  220  Sansome  St.,  S.   F.  S  ''^^^-  ^-  potter,  San  Francisco. 

\  S.  B.  MORSE,  Portland. 


(ir,) 


COAST  REl'IEW  ADIERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


CONNECTICUT 


m 


mi 


F/Ve  Insurance  Company  of  Hartford 


ESTABLISHED  185U 


Cash  Capital, 

Total  Assets, 

Surplus  to  Policyholders, 


>I,000,C00   GO 

3,869,451  75 
2,068,839  7i 


BENJAMIN  J.  SMITH,  Manager 

411    California  Street,  San   Francisco 


Royal  Exchange  Assurance 


Of  Lvonclon,    blngland 


-ESTABLISHED    BY    KOYAL    CHARTER    17'20- 


Cash  Capital,  :  : 

Surplus  to  Policyholders, 
Total  Assets,  : 


$  3,346,099  45 

9,612,455  96 

24,034,110  35 


8^"  LOSSES  PAID,  OVER  $185,000,000.00  ^«« 


Head  Office   United  States,   100  William  St.,   New  York, 

ROBERT  DICKSON,  General  Manager. 


Pacific  Coast  Department,  501    Montgomery  St.,  5an   Francisco, 


FRANK  W.   DICKSON 
EDWARD  HALL  j 


Associate  Managers 


COAS7'  REI'/EIV  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


1792 


1900 


INSURANCE  CO  OF  NORTH  AMERICA 


CASH  CAPITAL 


$3,000,000.00 


POLICYHOLDERS'    SURPLUS 

$4,696,780.55 


FOUNDED 


ASSETS  JANUARY  1    1900. 


$9,230,684.26 


NET  SURPLUS 


$1,696,780.55 


^^P/TAL.  S3.  000.0 


oo- 


PHILADEI.PHIA,  PA. 

OLDEST    STOCK    FIRE    INSURANCE    COMPANY    IN     THE     UNITED     STATES. 


Losses  Paid  Since  Org-anization,  $100,277,157.00 

Po/'i+i,-     I^^r.oi-+m<^r>  +  -       Califoynia.     Oregon,     Washington,    Montana,     Nevada.      Idaho, 
aClTlL     UepciriineiU.  Arizona,    Utah,  Alaska,  British   Columbia  and  Hawaii. 


J.  K.  HAMILTON,  J  Office  412  California  St.,  San  Francisco 

C.  0.  SCOTT,  r  Social  Agents. 

A.  E.  BAILEY,        ) 


JAMES     D.     BAILEY,    General  Agent. 


The  Fidelity  and  Casualty  Company 


OF     KEW     YOKIC 


ASSETS,  Deccnilnr  :it,   1899 

SurpUt.i  to  I'olicylioUlers   .    .    . 


$3,iiOt,l'Hi  49 
1,000, 2 }>3  21 


Trir'ii-i'or«/-»ii  •      FIDELITY.— Bonds  of  suretyship  for  persons  in  positions  of  trust. 
iUSUrailLC*      CASUALTY.— Accident,    Plate    Glass,    Steam    Boiler,    Employers'    and    Elevator 

Liability,   and  Burglary. 

officers: 

George  F.  Seward,  President;  Robert  J.  Hillas,  Treas.  and  Sec'y;  Henry  Cro.ssi,ey,  Asst.  Sec'y 


P.^CTFfC  COAST  DEPARTMENT 
CA      ty      rt  *  1-.I-WIMA      •\r  t     *  i  i  Mu.tu.til    Lvlfe    I3uilclincj 

S.  I.  lAKDEE,  Manacier  and  Attorney      s^.^  Franoisoo,  California 


One  of  the  most  cultured  and  high- 
minded  clergymen  of  Washington  tells 
the  following  good  story  on  himself:  The 
gas  fixtures  in  his  house  got  out  of  order 
not  long  ago,  and  a  plumber  was  sent  for. 
The  plumber  found  the  trouble  down  in 
the  basement,  and  was  at  work  upon  it. 
There  was  soon  a  strong  odor  of  gas 
about  the  house,  and  the  clergyman 
thought  he  would  look  down  into  the 
basement  and  see  what  the  plumber  was 
doing.     He  opened  the  door  and    started 


to  go  down,  when  he  found  utter  dark- 
ness before  him,  so  he  went  back,  got  a 
lighted  candle,  and  started  down  again. 
As  he  appeared  at  the  doorway  the 
plumber  looked  up  and  shouted  in  vigor- 
ous tones,  -"Go  back,  go  back!  or  you 
and  I  will  both  be  in  hell  in  five  minutes." 
It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  basement 
door  was  slammed  and  the  candle  extin- 
guished by  the  clergyman. 

Seattle  will  hereafter  pay  5  per  cent, 
interest  on  city  warrants. 


^^i§:S^i3  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  S^S^&S^S^^ 

ESTABLISHED     1809. 

North  British  &  Mercantile 

INSURANCE    COMPANY 

OF    LONDON     AND     EDINBURGH. 

COMBINED    ASSETS,        ....        $70,32^,675   00 

Authorized    Capital $15,000,000  OO 

Net  Fire  Assets 19,169,812  OO 

Invested  in  America  for  benefit  of  United 

States  Policyholders 4-, 380,505  OO 

Yearly    Income    {Fire  only)    over 7,500,000  OO 

Pacific   Departmentt    212    Pine   Street^  :  :  :  San   Francisco 

TOM    C.    GRANT, 

General  Agent. 


Voss,  Conrad  &  Co., 

GENERAL   AGENTS, 

NEW  YORK,  CHICAGO,  SAN   FRANCISCO, 

43  Cedar  Street,  155  La  Salle  Street.  204-208  Sansome  Street 


THURINGIA   . 

Insurance  Company 

of  Germany. 

FRANKFORT        „    .      ^   „    .     ,  p,  ,  ^, 

Marine,  Accident  and  Plate  Glass 

Insurance  Co. 

of  Germany. 

THURINGIA   AMERICAN  ,.     . 

Fire  Insurance  Co. 

of  New  York. 

FRANKFORT  AMERICAN  . 

Insurance  Co. 

of   New  York. 

Fire,  Marine,    Individual  Accident,  Plate  Glass,  Steam  Boiler,   Employer's 
Liability,  and  Elevator  Insurance. 

(22) 


iS^^^^^         COAST  Rr-:rrKu-  AnrEKT/sLvc  PF.rARTMExr        ^S:^^^^ 
Established  J 853,  THE  Capital,  $2,250,000.00 


Assets,  ^lI,^Qc;,i87.8l.  O*  BnurU  Germany, 

Cash  and  Capital  Reserve,  ;^  1,8^2,290,1^7. 


Deposited  in  the  United  States  for  the  benefit  of  American 
Policyholders,  $250,000  in  U.  S.  Bonds. 


F.  G.  VOSS,  United  States  Manager,  New  York. 

VOSS,    CONRAD    &    CO.,    Managers 

PACIFIC   DEPARTMENT 

204=208  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


V 


F>RANKF>ORT 


Marine,  Accident,  and   Plate  Glass   Insurance  Company 

Of  Pkaxkfout  ox  the  Main,  Gekmany. 
Established  1865. 

CAPITAU        -        -        Sl,2503000.00 

ASSETS. 

Bonds,  Mortgages,  and  Real  Estate $1,138,034  43 

Cash  on  hand  and  in  banks, 195,218  19 

Premiums  in  course  of  collection, 320,0(iS  87 

Guaranteed  Capital, 987,500  00 

LIABILITIES.  $2,590,821   49 

Reserve  for  Outstanding  Claims  and  Reinsurance, 1507,74149 

Capital  Paid  Up, 312,500  00 

All  other  Liabilities, 418.888  43 

Cash  and  Capital  Surplus, 1.351,691   57 

$2,590,821   49 

UNITED  STATES  BRANCH. 

Gross  Assets. .- $736,175.70 

Surplus,  including  deposits  in  Massachusetts  for  protection  of  American 

Policyholders,     24.5.206.84 

The  Whole  Resources  of  the  Company  are  Pledged  on  every  Policy  Contract. 

VOSS,  CONRAD  &  Co.,  flanagers, 

204=208   Sansome  Street,  San   Francisco. 

(23) 
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PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT 


(SrrmanAmmmn 


German  Alliance  Ins.  Ass^n 


Boston  Ins.  Co. 


ASSETS   REPRESENTED,    OVER    TWELVE    MILLIONS. 


GEORGE    H.   TYSON,    General    Agent, 

43(3   California  Street,  San  Francisco. 
Marine  Department,  :  :  :  R.  J.  TYSON,  Manager. 


The  amount  of  bonds  deposited  in  the 
United  States  treasury  to  date  for  ex- 
change for  the  new  2  per  cents,  is  $221,- 
,500,000. 

At  current  market  values  the  agricult- 
ural pi'oducts  of  the  United  States  for  1900 
will  exceed  a  total  valuation  of  $2, 000, 000- 
000,  as  against  $1,497,800,000,  for  last  year. 

The  freight  Hoor  space  of  each  of  the 
two  new  steamers  ordered  by  President 
Hill  for  the  Oriental  trade  of  the  Great 
Northern  Railway,  will  aggregate  five 
acres,  and  each  cargo  will  furnish  freight 
for  1200  or  1500  cars.  Or  nearly  100  trains 
across  the  mountains.  The  steamers  will 
be  placed  in  commission  in  1901. 


In  France  "the  state"  makes  both 
cigars  and  matches.  The  one  will  scarce- 
ly light  and  the  other  will  scarcely  burn. 

The  United  States  record  for  deep-sea 
sounding  is  held  by  the  Nero,  the  navy's 
sui'vey  vessel,  which  once  measured  a 
depth  of  5,200  fathoms,  or  five  and  two- 
tenths  nautical  miles. 

Putting  A  (iooo  Face  On  It.— 
"Well,  how  are  things  looking  this  morn- 
ingV"  asked  the  insurance  reporter. 
"Cheerful,"  answered  the  optimistic  fire 
insurance  agent.  "We've  given  away 
nearly  2000  more  blotters  to-day  than  we 
did  the  corresponding  day  last  year." — 
CHiicago  Tribune. 
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^^'^'^^'^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^S^S^^^S^ 

FIRE  MflRINE, 

Commercial  Union 

Assurance  Company,  Ltd. 

Of  LONDON,  England 


Pacific  Coast  Branch,   Alliance   Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San   Francisco. 


Subscribed  Capital,        -         -         $12,500,000 
Paid-up  Capital,        -        -        -  1,250,000 

Total  Cash  Assets,  Gold,  -        25,859,506 


Total  Liabilities,  incl.  re-insur.  $18,359,883 
Cash  Surplus  to  Policyholders,  -  7,499,622 
Total  Amount  of  Claims  Paid,       101,617,850 


Assets  in  the  United  States  lield  by  Trustees,        -     $3,805,382.00 

All  Losses   on  the   Pacific    Coast  Promptly  Paia  through  the  Branch  Office  at 
Alliance  Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

C.  F.  MULLINS,  Manager. 

E.  T.  NIBBLING,  Assistant  Manager, 


Alliance  ^™" 


Company 

OF     LONDON,     ENGLAND 

9 Established  1824. 

Pacific  Coast  Branch,  Alliance  Building,  416-418  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


Statement  of  1st  January,  1900.         •  United   States  Investments. 

Real  Estate  in  San  Francisco   and 
Subscribed  Capital $25,000,000.00         Portland $173,171.00 

U.  S.  Bonds  in  Oregon  and  N.  Y.     285,000.00 
Cash  Capital  Paid  up 2,750,000.00     N,  Y.  City  Bonds 322,500.00 

,       ,^    ,    »  ^.  <^-,.o^r«     Deposited  in  Banks 44,928.00 

Invested  and  Cash  Assets  .  25,172,537.50     jy^^^^y^^^^^^^^^^^ 38,313.00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders 5,504,074.20  '  Total $863,912.00 


AU  Losses  on  the   Pacific   Coast  Promptly  Paid  through  the  Branch  Office  at 
Alliance  Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

C.  F.  MULLIN5,  Manager. 

E.  T.   NIEBLINQ,  Assistant  Manager. 

(20^ 


^^iS:=S::^iS  COAST  i:FA'rE]V  ADIT.RTISING  DKrARTMRXT  ^S^^^^^ 


STATKMKyr   SHOWING    THE   STANDINO    OF    THE 


MANCHESTER 

Assurance  Company^  Of  ManrhoHtcr. 

(  Organized  1824  ) 

Capital $10,000,000  00   1   Cash  Assets $4,837,345  00 

Capital,  paid  up 1,000,000  00   I   Surplus  to  Policyholders  ....    2,464,080  00 


STATEMENT  SHOWING    THE   STAND IN(f    OF    THE 


CALEDONIAN 

Insurance  Company,  Of  Edinburgh. 

The  Oldest  Scottish  Fire  Office. 

(  Organized   1805  ) 

Capital $5,000,000  00   I   Assets,  over $10,000,000  00 

Capital,  paid  up 537,500  00   I   Surplus  to  Policyholders  .  .    .    .       1,879,510  00 


STATEMENT   SHOWING     THE    STANDING    OF    THE 


AMERICAN 


Insurance  Company,  Of  Xewarl;  N.  J. 

Capital,  Paid  up $600,000  00  |  Cash  Assets $3,009,951  52 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $2,4i6,8r2  46 


STATEMENT    SHOWING    THE    STANDING    OF    'THE 


AMERICAN  FIRE 

Insurance  Company,   Of  New  York. 

Capital $400,000  oo   |  Cash  Assets $1, 245,^58  ri 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $r68,?28  39 


Pacific  Department,  323  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

EDWARDS  &  CONROY,  Managers. 

GEO.   W.   BROOKS,  Ass't  Manager. 
BALFOUR,  GUTHRIE  A.  CO.,  PACIFIC  COAST  DIRECTORS. 

SPECIAL,     AGENTS; 
R.  De  LAPPE,  S.  F.;    GEO.  A.  CRUX,  Portland;  CHAS.  R.  GILBERT,  Los  Angelex;  J.  0.  PARRISH,  Denver- 


^^^^  •  i:=>  •  (Zi '<:=>•  (lJ  t  >  -tw    .....  j,...    ■-..      ,.,..  ..„..,,       .-X  .-..v     .......   '^S^  ^^  ^^  ^'  ^^  <S^ 

AACHEN  &  MUNICH 

II    Fire  Insurance  Connpany 


"^^mS^^i^^m 


Of  Aix  La  Chapelle,  Germany 

IJ  Estaniished  IS-J.S 

CAPITAL $2,250,000.00 

TOTAL   ASSET5 7,223,243.00 

SURPLUS  TO   POLICYHOLDERS 3,865,895.00 

Pacific  Coast  Department 

423  California  Street,  -  -  San  Francisco 

CESAR  BERTHEAU,  Manager 


HANOVER  ^  ^  s 


pire  Insurance  Company 


— -^  OK    XEW    YORK 


CASH  CAPITAL,  -  -  $1,000,000,00 

Assets,  .  .  .  -  ,  $3,076,292.00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,  over       -  -  1,700,000.00 

CESAR  BERTHEAU,  Manager 

423  California  Street,  5an  Francisco 


•^  V^  '.^  V^  V^  1^ 


The  Security  Trust  and   Life 

INSURANCE     CO. 

Principal  office,  St.  James   BId'g,   New  York. 

ROB'T  E.  PATTISON,   President. 

CONDENSED  STATEMENT  DEC.  31st,    1899. 

ASSETS $     1,255,269.03 

LIABILITIES  678,776.50 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS 576,492.53 

INSURANCE  IN  FORCE 12,628,318.00 

DECREASE  IN  LOSS  RATIO 12  per  cent 

DECREASE  IN  EXPENSE  RATIO 8  per  cent 

ROB'T  O.  STEWART,  Mg*r  of  Agencies. 


Governments  generally  coin  money, 
and  thus  do  a- great  service  to  society. 
The  perfect  work  of  government  in  facil- 
itating exchanges  is  done  when  money  is 
coined  in  such  amounts  as  come  to  the 
mints  undei-  the  laws  of  production  and 
trade.  But  governments  rarely  under- 
stand this.  The}'  go  on  to  meddle  with 
the  amount  and  the  value  of  the  money 
supplied;  to  manufacture  substitutes  for 
money;  to  enact  rates  of  exchange  be- 
tween different  forms  of  real  or  fictitious 
monej'.  or  rates  of  interest,  and  in  manj^ 
ways  to  disturb  the  natural  course  of  the 
markets.  In  former  ages  unscrupulous 
rulers  would  debase  the  coin:  modern 
legal-tender  laws  are  a  more  disguised 
method  of  robbery.  Each  large  issue  of 
such  currency  causes  violent  fluctuations, 
first  for  a  very  short  time  in  rates  of  in- 
terest on  temporary  loans,  and  then  more 
lastingly  in  the  nominal  prices  of  goods: 
and  when,  if  ever,  the  paper  is  redeemed, 
or  approaches  redemption,  there  follows 
another  series  of  spasmodic  fluctuations. 
These  disturbances  are  aggravated  bj^ 
distrust,  apprehension  and  uncertainty. — 
Charlton  T.  Lewis,  Actuary. 

Another  insurance  company  is  in 
trouble  because  of  the  fault  of  its  agent  in 
making  a  policy  "good"  to  a  purchaser 
of  the  insured  property-  by  endorsement 
instead    of   assignment.     When    the    fire 


came  both  the  original  insured  and  the 
purchaser  had  insurable  interest  in  the 
property,  and  as  the  original  insured  had 
not  assigned  the  policy  both  claim  nearly 
total  losses  vmder  it.  Remember  that  a 
fire  policy  is  a  personal  contract,  ab- 
solutely owned  by  the  party  in  whose 
name  it  is  written,  and  cannot  be  so 
safely  transferred  as  by  assignment — yet 
every  day  policies  are  transferred  by  ex 
parte  endorsement  without  the  written 
consent  of  the  other  party  to  the  written 
contract.  It  binds  the  company,  but  does 
not  change  the  real  policy-owner's  claim 
for  unearned  premium,  oi-  disturb  his 
other  rights  under  the  policy. — .1.  L. 
Cunningham. 

The  city  park  reservoir,  from  which, 
upon  the  completion  of  the  Cedar  river 
gravity  system,  a  large  proportion  of  the 
population  of  Seattle  will  be  supplied 
with  water,  is  approaching  its  finishing 
stages.  The  resei'voir  will  have  a  capac- 
ity of  more  than  24,000,000  gallons  of 
water. 

Railroad  time  between  Seattle  and 
San  Francisco  has  been  shortened  two 
hours. 

Nine  tons  of  nitro-glycerine  lifted 
3,800  cubic  yards  of  rock  in  San  Fran- 
cisco bay. 


:S^i3i3^iS  COAST  RF.l-[E\r  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^&^^S;?i; 

HOME 

Insurance  Connpany  of  New  York 

PRINCIPAL   OFFICE 

\\9   BROADWAY,  N.  Y. 

Ninety-third  Semi-Annual  Statement 
January,   1900. 

Cash  Capital ^3,000,000  00 

Reserve  Premium  Fund 4j8l,073  00 

Reserve  for  Unpaid  Losses  and  Other  Claims 79^,^86  S4 

Net  Surplus 4,6M,936  41 

^12,808,^9?  99 

Surplus  as  regards  Policyholders — $7,631,936  41 

DANIEL  A.  HEALD,  President. 

JOHN  H.  WASHBURN,  \  ^..  ^  p„^,,vio^to     THOMAS  B.  GREENE      \^^^     .     . 
ELBRIDGE  G.  SNOW,      \  vice-±-resiaents.    aREUNAH  M.  BURTIS,  f  secretaries. 

HENRY  J.  FERRIS,     )  , ,         Secretaries  \  WILLIAM  H.  CHENEY, 
E.  H.  A.  CORREA,       S  secretaries,  -j  preDERIC  C.  BUSWELL. 

H.  L.  ROFF,  General  Agent,         .         .         .        California  and  Nevada, 

A.  G.  RIDLING  and  J.  J.  SHEAHAN,  Special  Agents, 
2IO  Sansome;  Street,        -        San  Franclsco. 
J.   D.  COT^EMAN,  General  Agent,     .     Department  Pacific  Northwest. 
JNO.  H.  BURGARD,  Special  Agent, 

250  Stark  Street,         ,  .  Portland,  Oregon. 

A.  F.  GARTNER,  Special  Agent  (Eewiston  Block),  Butte,  Montana 

G.  C.  HOELOWAY,  Special  Agent,       .       .       Eos  Angeles,  California. 
JUNIUS  YOUNG,  Special  Agent,  .       .         Salt  Eake  City,  Utah. 

HUGH  CRAIG,  Metropolitan  Manager,  |  210  Sansome  Street, 
GEO.  M.  MITCHEEE,  City  Agent.         j  San  Francisco. 

Losses  Paid  since   Organization  over  $72^000^000 

FIRE,   LIGHTNING  and  TORNADO  INSURANCE. 
Agencies  in   all  Pnncipal  Cities  and  Tmons  in  the  United  Slates. 


THE  HOME  has  a  well  org-anized,  competent  and  experienced  force  of  General 
and  Special  Agents  resident  in  the  Pacific  Coast  States,  ensuring  prompt  response  to 
the  needs  and  requirements  of  its  Ag-ents  and  the  insuring  public,  and  immediate 
attention  to  the  adjustment  and  payment  of  losses. 


COAST  REriEir  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


New  England  Mutual^ 


LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


Post  Office  Square 

BOSTON,    MASS. 


BENJ.  F.  STEVENS President.     S.  F.  TRULL,  .  .   , 

ALFRED  D.  FOSTER Vice-President.    WM.  B.  TURNER.. 

D.  F.  APPEL,  Superintendent  of  Agencies. 


,    .   .   .  Secretary. 
Asst.  Secretary. 


ASSETS,  January  1,  1900 $29,544,428.63 

LIABILITIES 26,838,656.66 

SURPLUS $2,705,77L97 


The  Contract  is  short,  clear  and  concise,  free  from  all  technical  conditions,  and  without  restrictions 
regarding  residence,  travel,  occupation,  or  suicide,  after  two  years. 

Guaranteed  Values  are  endorsed  on  the  Policy,  and  their  payment  to  the  Insured  is  guaranteed  by 
the  laws  of  Massachusetts. 

Ann  ual  Distribution  of  Surplus  is  declared  by  the  Company,  which  may,  at  the  option  of  the  Insured, 
be  applie  d  either  to  the  payment  of  the  annual  premiums,  Thereby  riclucing  the  cost  of  insurance,  or  to  the 
purchase  of  participating  paid-up  additions,  for  which  certificates  will  be  issued,  thereby  i«fr«'asingr  the 
amount  of  insurance  and  future  shares  of  surplus. 

Death  Claims  are  Paid  Immediately  upon  receipt  of  satisfactory  Proof  of  Death,  and  the  amount 
payable  under  the  Policy  will  be  increased  by  the  face  value  of  all  outstanding  additions. 

Pamphlets,  and  rates  for  any  age,  sent  on  application  to  the  Company's  Ofllce,  or  to 

HENRY  K.  FIELD,  General  Agent, 

MILLS  BUILDING,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 


FIRE 


MARINE 


NEW  ZEALAND 

InsMramice   Conmpany 


Of  Auckland,   N.  Z. 


UNLIMITED  LIABILITY  OF  SHAREHOLDERS* 

Subscribed  Capital^  $5,000,000  00 

Paid-up  Capital, J,000,000  00 

Assets, 2,507,002  00 

Assets  in  United  States,  300,000  00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,  .         .         .    $1,527,825  00 

fii^°  Has  been  underwriting  on  ilie  Pacific  Coast  over  24 years. 

United  States  Branch  Office  in  Company's  Building, 
312  California  Street.       .•       San  Francisco, 


W.  P.  THOMAS,  Manager. 

(  :^7  ) 


COAST  REl'IEW  ADl'ERTISING  DEPARTMEKT 


A    LEADING    AMERICAN    COMPANY 


1900 


./AS.  NICHOLS,  President   S^ 
B.  R.  STILLMAN,  V.-P.andSec. 


NATIONAL  ^ 


^'^^^^ 


Fire  Insurance  Company 

Of  HARTKORD 


Capital,       -       -       One  Million  Dollars 

ASSETS,     -      -     $4,551,283.55 


GomDarative  Progress   ,„, ;' —     ,-—       --- 

Tw6ntu  Years ^^^^ 1,000,000      1,770,303        546,524 

1894 1,000,000  3,597,531  2,430.925 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT : 

409- California  Street,  San  Francisco 


GEO.  D.  DORNIN, 

Manager 


GEO.  W.  DORNIN, 


Ass't  Manager 


SPRINGFIELD^ 


FIRE  and 
MARINE 


Insurance  Company 


Organized  1849 


Of  Springfield,  Mass. 


ASSETS, 


4,774,658.39 


Pacific  Department,    409  California  Street 


Geo.  D.  Dornin,  Geo.  W.  Dornin, 

Manager  Ass't  Manager 


^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^SS?^ 


(r^^(r^^. 


LA/NCASHIRE 


Insurance  Company 

* OF   MANCHESTER,  England 

GRPlTf\L,  -  $15,000,000.00 

Assets  Invested  in  the  United  States:  $2,390,390.00 


MANN  &  WILSON 


Managers  Pacific  Department 

N.  E.  Cor.  California  and  Sansome  Sts.,  San  Francisco 


■^ 


'^^  ^-  ^^»  ^r-  ^  ■ 


PHENIX 


^ 


Insurance  Company, 

of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


CASH  CAPITAU    Sl,000.000 

ASSETS,  $5,822,876.17    LOSSES  PAID,  over  $60,000,000.00 

EUGENE  HARBECK,  General  Agent  Western  Department, 
205  La  Salle  Street,  Ghicago,  III. 

H.    McD.    SPENCER,     state  agent     for   California,  Oregon 
Ojfice  415  Montgomery  St.,  San  Francisco.  Washington,  and  British  Columbia. 

GEORGE  J.  WELLINGTON,  Manager  Metropolitan  District. 


It  is  estimated  that  American  visitors 
to  Paris  this  season  will  be  over  110,000, 
for  whom  the  cost  of  transportation  will 
be  $27,000,000,  Calculating  the  expenses 
of  each  at  $1,50C,  the  result  will  be  the 
expenditure  of  $165,000,000,  of  our  good, 
red  gold.  For  even  so  rich  a  country  as 
the  United  States,  the  drain  is  pretty 
severe. 


Some  idea  of  the  extraordinary  increase 
of  passenger  and  freight  traffic  on  the 
railroads  of  the  United  States  in  the  past 
three  months  can  be  gathered  from  the 
statement  that  during  that  time  108  rail- 
road systems  showed  an  increase  in  gross 
earnings  of  $35,031,739,  which  is  a  jump 
of  16.2  per  cent,  over  the  same  period  for 
1899. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADl'ERTISING  DEPARTMEXT 


ATLAS 


Assurance  Company 


London,  England. 


Assets,  over 


$10,000,000.00 


PACIFIC     COAST     BRANCH  : 

Nos.   309-311   Sansome    Street  San.   Francisco. 

FRANK  J.   DEVLIN,  Manager 
T.  H.  PALACHE,  Ass't  Manager 


BOARD     OF     DIRECTORS: 

GILBERT    PALACHE, 

HENRY   F.   ALLEN, 

GEORGE   A.   NEWHALL 


HENRY  F.  ALLEN,  Agent,  202  California  Street,  S.  F. 

SPECIAL.  A-GBJ^TS  AND  ADaUSTERSt 

WM   MANNING,  E.  R.  THOMPSON,         W.  W.  ALVER80N,  W.  W.  CLEVELAND,         C.  E^  SCHLINGHETDE 


UNION 


Casiualty  and 


Surety  Compamiy 


■  Of  St.  Louis. 


^    Cash  Capital,  $250,000,     Losses  paid,  oVer  $2,500,000   ^ 

^eeidept,  J^ealtl^,  ar^d   plate  (JIass 

Insurance. 

most  Liberal  flcciaent  Policies, 

fiealtb  Policies  Covering  \^  Diseases. 

Lowest  Rates  on   PLATE  GLASS  lusurancf. 

We  Want  GOOD  AOEXTS  Thvoiu/hoiit  the  I'aciftr  Count. 


W.  LOftlZft  &  CO.,  General  Aoents, 


216  Sansome  St.,  San  Francisco. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING 


DEPARTMENT  ^^S^^^^ 


THE 


Norwich  Union 


sV^' 


Organized 


G--^ 


'k.-a=^ 


FIRE  INSURANCE  SOCIETY 


ASSETS $6,562,578.00 

LOSSES    PAID 58,000,000.00 


Pacific   Department. 


W.    H.    LOWDEN  Manager, 


314  CALIFORNIA  STREET 


J,  L.  FULLER,  Assistant  Manager 

San  Francisco,  Cal, 


A  LlrE  INSURANCE 
COMPANY.... 

That  will  protect  and  advance  agents 
That  will  promote  in  the  order  of  merit 
That  issues  mutual,  profit-sharing^  policies 
That  issues  all  modern  forms  of  policies 
That  guarantees  values  and  leaves  none  in  doubt 
That  combines  income  to  insured  with  protection 
That  has  a  successful  record  of  twenty-one  years 
That  has  a  ratio  of  admitted  Assets  to  Liabilities 
of  1.30 


Such  a  Company  is  . 


THE 


FIDELITY 

^  .MUTUAL 


LIFE  INSURANCE  CO. 

L.  G.  FOUSE,  PRESIDENT 

Write  for  Agency  Terms  and  Territory  to 

ALEX.  IVIcKNIGHT,  Vice  President 

P.  0.  Drawer  1536,  Philadelphia 


Apply  for  Agency  to 

GEO.  A.  RATHBUN.  General  Manager 
Rooms  1,  2  and  3,  Fifth  Floor 
Mills  Building.  San  Francisco 


The  total  exports  for  the  nine  months 
ending  March,  1900,  is  greater  than  that 
of  any  corresponding  nine  months  in  the 
history  of  our  exports. 

The  towers  of  the  new  bridge  that  are  to 
span  the  North  river  between  New  York 
and  Weehawken,  N.  J.,  in  order  to  carry 
the  vast  span  of  the  bridge,  will  be  thirty- 
five  feet  taller  than  the  Washington 
monument,  which  in  itself  is  the  highest 
shaft  in  the  world. 


Our  exports  to  the  Phillipines.  which 
in  1893  were  but  $154,378,  will  this  year 
exceed  $2,000,000. 

The  exports  to  the  Hawaiian  islands  in 
1893  were  $2,827,683,  in  1899,  $9,305,470, 
and  in  the  fiscal  year  1900  promises  to  be 
fully  $12,000,000. 

The  man  who  never  rode  a  bicycle  is 
still  writing  about  it  in  the  daily  prints, 
when  he  forgets  for  a  moment  to  air  his 
ignorance  of  insurance. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


SPECIAL  AGENTS 

AND 

ADJUSTERS  .  .  .  . 


Daily  Expense  Account  Book 

Iv"      Monthly  record  for  the  vest  pocket 

10  Cents  per  Copy,  3  Copies,  25  Cents.     . 


PUBLISHED     BY     XHK     COAST     REVIEW. 


^     ORGANIZED    1847.    ^ 


The  Peon  Mmtual  Life  losmraiinice  Co. 

Of  Pblladlelplila. 

Assets,  January  1,  1900,         :         :        ;^  37,7  57,980.2  ^ 

Surplus,        "  "     (  3"^  and  4  per  ct.  basis )         4,996,620.22 

^"Writes  the  Most  Liberal  Policy  extant. 

HART  (&  WOOSTER,  Qeinieral  Ageets, 

e08-609-ei0-611-8O3  Claus  Sprecfco/s  BIdg,  San  i'i-ancisco 

Department  of  the  Pacific  States  and  Territories  of  the 

SCOTTISH    UNION  &   NATIONAL 


Insurance  Company  of  Great  Britain 


This  is  one  of  the  Oldest  and  Wealthiest 
Companies  in  Existence. 


Capital: 
$30,000,000 

Assets  in  the  United  States: 

$4,200,127. 

Surplus  in  the  United  States: 

$1,986,240. 

R.   C.   HEDCRAFTy 

General  Agent. 

319  California  Street, 

San  Francisco 

Special  Agents 
T,  J.  A.  TtEDEMANN,  Portland 
FRED  R.  STOVER,  San  Francisco 
HARRY  L.  LUKE,  Salt  Lake  &  Denver 
JOHN  E.  COSGROVE,  San  Francisco 


Organized 


..m^mES,n.. 


18St4 


iS^'§^^'=S  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^S^^^^^ 


The  Only  Pacific  Coast  Life  and  Accident  Company.       *       *       * 

Security 
Ilibeml   Terms 
Profitable    l^eturrjs 


GEO.  A.  MOORE,  President 

J.  N.  PATTON,  Secretary 

SAMUEL  M.  MARKS,  Ass'T  Secretart 


Home  Off  ce  Building 


THE  PACIFIC  MUTCJAL 


Life  I/nsura/nce  Compa/ncj 


^\\\\VN\\\N\\\\\\\\\\\SN\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\NN\S\\\\\\\S\\\\V\\\\\\\\\NXX\\N\\\\\\\\\N\\\\SS\\\\\\\\\^^ 


Best  and  Safest  Legal  Organization 
for  Policyholders. 


Organized  1868        *        *       *       * 
Claims  Paid,  over  $10,000,000 


LIFE  POLICIES==Combining  protection  with  Investment 

ENDOWMENT  BONDS==Proclucing  Specified  Returns 

ANNUITIES 

ACCIDENT  POLICIES==Superior  in  benefits  and  conditions 


KILGARIF  \  BEAVER,    General  Agents  Life  Dept.   for  California 
F.  W.  VOOGT,    Pacific  Coast  General  Agent  Accident  Departnnent 


PACIFIC    MUTUAL    BUILDING, 
N.  E.  Cor.   Montgomery  and  Sacramento  Streets  -  San   Francisco 


iSi^i^iSi^^  COAST  KEriEW  AOrERTISING  DKPARTMEXT  ^S^S^^^^ 

THE  MERCHANTS' 

(  PIRE  )  INSURANCE    COMPANY,   oi'    Newark,  N.  J. 

Organized  1858. 

Capital \^'  400,000  00 

Assets I  ,^g8,4i^  oo 

Surplus  to  Policyholders 6y4,ggo  oo 

GIRARD 

FIRK    AND    MAKINK    INSURANCE    CO.    ov  Phila. 
Organized  1853. 


(  FIRE 


Capital ^    ^00,000  00 

Assets 2,og'y,8^g  oo 

Surplus  to  Policyholders gg2,i^}  oo 

UNITED  STATES 

^  ^"^^  ^  FIRE  INSURANCE  CO.   of   New  York. 

Organized  1824. 

Capital ^  2^0,000  00 

Assets     6g6.6g6  oo 

Surplus  to  Policyholders 410,080  00 

Marine  Insurance  Co.  Ld 

OF    LONDON,  Eng. 
(  MARINE   ) 

Organized  1836. 

Capital  (^^,000,000.00  )  Paid-up ^      goo.ooo  oo 

Assets 6,p4,86^  or 

Surplus  to  Policyholders ^,11^,^61  62 

N.   E.   Cor.  California  and  Sansome  Streets,    San   Francisco. 

G.  W.  McNEAR,  WILLARD  O.  WAYMAN, 

general  agent,  manager. 

Territory  Oovereu: 

Camfoknia,    Okeuon,  Wa.-;iiingto\,    Alaska,    British    Coi-t  mhia,    Idaho,    Utah,    Montana 

Arizona,    Hawaiian   Islands. 


COAST  REVIEH-  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


^^  ^s^  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^^ 


EDWARD    A.  TEMPLE,   President 


A.  C.  STILSON,  Secretary 


Betnl^Gr^  L/ifo  J±&&ocieition 

DEIS     MOINEIS,     IOWA. 

Organized  July  1,  1879 

TWENTY-FIRST   ANNUAL    STATEMENT 


Total  Assets 

In  State  Insurance  Department .  .   .  2.695.667.42 

Insurance  in  Force     129,366.000.00 

Insurance  In  Force  in  California  .   .  4,342,000.00 

Tota  Paid  Beneficiaries  to  date  .   .   .  4,539,582.07 


Fur  the  yrnr  1S99.     PuJiUshed  Jan.  2,  IHdii. 

3,831,141.31        Expense  of  Management  per  $1,000  Ins.,  1899  .    1.81 

Death  Rate  of  1899 6.62 

Death  Losses  Proven  and  Unpaid None 

Bonds  and  Mortgages  Due  and  Unpaid None 

Designated  Depository  Banks 4,007 


EDWARD  F.   DELQER,  State  Agent. 

Room  313  Claus  Spreekols  Building,  S.  F- 


The  Only  Companies  having  a  California  Depositlfor  the  Special 
Protection  of  California   Policyholders 


FIRE 

MARINE 


WESTERN 


OF  TORONTO. 
Incorporated  1853 


BRITISH  AMERICA 


OF  TORONTO, 
Incorp.  1833 


Assurance  Company 


Assurance    Company 


Hon.  Geo.  A.  Cox,  Pre.s. 
J.  J.  Kenney,  Vice-Pres 


$100,000.00  Deposit 

withCulifornui  State 
Treasurer 

ASSETS  in  United  States $  1,854,554.94 

INCOME  in  United  States,  1899  .    .    .        1,702,388.97 
Surplus  in  United  States,  Jan.  1,1900  .  663,087.97 

Losses  paid  in  U.S.  1874  to  1899  inclusive  18,683,418,51 


Hon.  Geo.  A.  Cox,  Pres. 
J.  J  Kenney,  Vice-Pres. 


$100,000.00  Deposit 

with  California  State 
Treasurer 


ASSETS  in  United  States $1,215,253,29 

INCOME  in  United  States,  1899  .    .   .   .       1,148,276.62 
Surplus  in  United  States  Jan.  1,  1899  .  484,872.89 


VTJSSTJSRiV    DBF-ARTAIBXT,  Denver,  Colo. 

H.  T.  LAMEY,  Manager. 

DAVIS  &.  WATSON.  General  Agents,  322  Pine  St.,  San  Francisco. 

R.  H.  MAGILL,   District  Manager,  1010   Broadway,  Oakland,  Cal. 


SPONTANEOUS  COMBUSTION  AMONG 

Papers.— Not  a  gieat  while  ago  librar- 
ians and  book-lovers  in  general  were  dis- 
cussing the  deterioration  in  the  quality 
of  paper  of  late  years.  It  is  curious  to 
learn  from  Her  Majesty's  Waste  Paper 
Office  that  one  result  of  the  change  of 
materials  has  been  a  decided  increase  in 
liability  to  tire  wherever  paper  waste  is 
accumulated  in  any  great  quantity.  It  is 
the  rarest  thing  to  find  paper  made  of 
rags  nowadays.  It  is  made  from  wood 
and  other  vegetable  materials  which, 
chemically,  are  not  very  different  fi-oin 
the  component  materials  of  a  hayi-ick. 
If  paper  waste  is  stacked  in  large  masses, 
and  especially  if  it  happened  to  be  a  little 
damp,  heating  takes  place  just  as  with  a 
prematurely  stacked  hayrick,    and    spon- 


taneous combustion  may  at  any  time  break 
out  in  flame  as  it  has  often  been  known  to 
do  in  the  farmyard.  Of  late  years  the 
greatest  care  and  vigilance  have  been 
necessary  to  guard  against  this. — London 
paper. 

For  the  fiscal  year  1898  our  total  ex- 
ports to  Asia  and  Oceania  combined  were 
$27,-421,831;  for  1899,  $78,235,176,  and  for 
the  fiscal  year  about  to  end  they  will 
exceed  $100,000,000. 

The  city  of  Cincinnati  furnishes  a  most 
notable  instance  of  the  fallacy  of  munic- 
ipal ownership  of  industrial  undertakings, 
by  the  sinking  fund  trustees  of  that  city 
having  accepted  a  bid  of  $19,000,000  for 
the  sale  of  the  Cin<'innati  Southei-n  Rail- 
way. 


jS::^lSiS^iS  COAST  REVIEW  ADfERTISINCr  DEPARTMENT  ^^&^^^ 

TRANS  ATIVAN  TIC 

Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Hamburg,  Germany. 

ASSETS, $2,913,441  00 

LIABILITIES,     ,  .   . 1,078,440  00 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS, $1,835,001  00 

CASH  ASSETS  IN  U.  S.,   .  .  . 830,928  00 

V.  CARUS  DRIFFIELD,  Manager,  II.  DANKER,  Ass't  Manager, 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT: 
213    SANSOME    STREET.         -  -  SAN     FRANCISCO. 


ITn'line  with  the  times  oeool 

<fe  No  opportunity  is  overlooked  for  the  improvement  of  ^ 

%  UNION  MUTUAL  POLICIES.     They  are  kept  » 

jj5  ThoroMghly  Modermi  m  Privileges  | 

*  Oeraiuiainielly  Protective  in  Resimlts  |» 

'1^  EXTENDED  INSURANCE  WITHOUT  DEDUCTIONS.  <* 

4>  INCONTESTABILITY  WITHOUT  RESTRICTIONS.  * 

flV  BOTH  POLICYHOLDERS  AND  AGENTS  FAIRLY  TREATED  ALWAYS.  Vg 

I  Union  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  vmZ£ri7m  | 

4V  Good  Territory  Ready  for  FRED  E.  RICHARDS,  President  ^ 

<I>  Good  Agents  ARTHUR  L.  BATES,  Vice  President  * 

/||\    Exclusive  Territory  may  be  I    U/rri     r     I  FflVITT     r<PnPr7\\  flnPPt   ^  41ft  CaliforHia  Street    ^ 
/Js  had  upon  application  to  i     ""1.   U.   LCnVl  I   I  ,   UClltSI  dl   nUollb  ;  San  Francisco,  Cat.         i» 


AMERICAN  MERCANTILE 

Insurance  Company >-  Fire  and  'Ravine  Ins.  Co. 

OF  Boston,  Mass.  of  Boston,  Mass. 

Organized  1818.  Organized  1823. 

Capital $300,000.00      Capital $400,000.00 

Assets 636,743.53       Assets ...     649,398.82 

Surplus  to  Policyholders.  .     444,077.48      Surplus  to  Policyholders.  .     452,077.59 

BAGGS  &.  STOVEL,  General  Agents 

4TT  California  Street,  San  Francisco 


^^'§^'§'^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 

Union  Assurance  So^'^ty 

OF  LONDON 

ESTAKLISHED    A.    D.    1714 

Subscribed  Capital  .    .  $2,250,000.00  Gross  Assets $16,822,675.00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $4,000,000.00 

Law  Union  &  C[own  Insurance  QO: 

OF  LONDON 

Established  A.  D.  1854 

Subscribed  Capital  .    .  $7,500,000.00  Gross  Assets $21,751, 010. 00 

Surplus  to    Policyholders  .    .  $2,800,000.00 

CATTON,  BELL  &  CO.,  General  Agents, 

406-^10    California    Street,  San  I^x-aiiQisco 


INSURANCE  IN  FORCE— $75,000,000.00  ASSETS— $23,700,000.00 

The 


^QERMANIA 


LIFE  InsMrainice  Company  of  New  York 

Persons  desiring  INSURANCE  ON  THEIR  LIVES  will  best  serve  their  own  interests  hii  e((lUm  in 
pei-son  on  the  managers  of  the  atxive  Reliable  Old  Company,  or  hy  addressing  them 

by  letter,  giving  age. 

|3^~  Good  Contract  and  Territory  for  Resident  Agents. 


Rooms  19,  20,  21,  22,  24 

4th  floor.  Mills  Bldg.,  San  Francisco 


W.  A.  JACOBS  &.  SON, 

MANAGERS. 


Toledo,  Ohio,  is  now  recognized  as  the  cl"e  this  year.  When  due,  the  city  will 
second  railway  centre  in  the  world,  and  have  to  be  carried  along  until  the  present 
is  situated  to  command  a  large  share  of  generation  shall  have  bequeathed  to 
the  commerce  of  the  unsalted  seas.  Well,  posterity  both  the  debt  and  municipal 
Toledo  has  had  some  experience  in  own-  problem.  The  city  borrowed  $1,500,000 
ing  public  industries,  and  the  balance  to  go  into  the  natural  gas  business.  This 
sheet  is  interesting  reading.  She  built  enterprise  has  paid  $100,000  gross  to  the 
what  is  known  as  the  Woodville  Rail-  city,  but  not  one  cent  of  interest,  which 
road— it  cost  the  city  $448,000— and  the  is  running  at  the  rate  of  $67,500  per  an- 
city  sold  it  to  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  num.  By  the  time  the  natural  gas  bonds 
Company  for  $225,000,  leaving  a  red  ink  are  due,  the  city  will  have  paid  over  one- 
balance  of  $223,000.  The  city  borrowed  half  million  dollars  in  interest  as  against 
$232,000  of  the  original  cost  and  gave  her  the  earnings  of  $100,000  received,  and 
bonds  bearing  7.3  per  cent,  interest,  pay-  will  leave  the  tax-payers  burdened  with 
able  in  30  years.     The  bonds  will  become  an  additional  debt  of  $1,500,000. 


COAST  REl'IEU-  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


^&&^^^ 

^^<=:^.^^^ 


LONDON  ASSURANCE 


CORPORATION  Established  1720 

Invested  in  the  United  States,  $l,716f701.00 


NORTHERN  ASSURANCE 


COMPANY  Established  1836 

Invested  in  the  United  States,    =    $2,565,145.00 


F*a.cifio    Gojtsl.    IDepartnaent : 

GEORGE    F.    GRANT,   Manager 

221   SANSOME  STRKET,  San  Francisco 


OF 

CALIFORNIA. 


PACIFIC  SURETY  COMPANY 

Paid-up  Capital,         :         $250,000  00         Surplus  as  to  Policyholders,     $295,000  00 

ip*^  Guarantee  and  Casualty  Surety  on  Bonds. 

Boiutx  of  Suretyship  issiiul  on  hefialf  of  perso>}S  Iiolding  positions  of  trust.        We   also    act    as    surety  on 

Bonds  required  in  Court  Proceedings. 

r^  STEAM  BOILER  and  PLATE  GLASS  INSURANCE. 

DIIJECTOKS:— Gi'u.  C.  Perkins,       James  Jtofflt,       H.  S.  Crocker,        J.  L.  Moudy,        Albert  :Miller,        AVni.  Cllft, 

H.  L.  Davis,         J.  L.  X.  Sliepard. 
WALLACE  EVERSON,  President  JOHN  BERMmOHAM,  Vice-Pres.  A.  P.  REDDIHG,  Secretary 

Head  Oi'.'ce  020  Moiitg-umery  St.,  SAN  FRANCISCO.  J^"  Correspondence  solicited  with  responsible  agents. 


8^"  ESTABLISHED    IN    1845. 


PRUSSIAN  NATIONAL 


CAPITAL, 


INSURANCE   COMPANY  (of   Germany) 

$2,250,000.00  Jt  ASSETS,        .        .        $3,480,433.00 

I'nite<l  .Sl((tes  Bruneh  HI.')  Dear/joni  .St..  Chicago. 


THEO.  W.  LETTON,  Gen'l  Manager  HENRY  J.  HOUGE,  Ass't  Manager 

W.  LOAIZA  &  CO.,     State  Agents,     216  Sansotne  St. 

JOHN  A.  PRINSEN,   Special  Agent. 


More  restrictive  legislation  I  In  Ohio 
it  is  gravely  proposed  that  no  life  insur- 
ance enterprise  shall  reinsure  without  the 
consent  of  Tom,  Dick  and  Harry  of  the 
professional  pull.  It  is  not  required  of 
Tom,  Dick  and  Harry  that  they  shall 
know  anything  of  the  condition  of  either 
reinsurer  or  reinsured:  nor  does  it  matter 
whether  or  not   the    reinsurer   is  solvent 


and  the  stronger.  Only  Tom,  Dick  and 
Harry,  parasites,  must  be  propitiated. 
Thus  does  the  American  degenerate — in 
Ohio  as  well  as  in  California. 

At  Paris  the  United  States  has  three 
times  as  many  exhibitors  as  Prance  had 
at  the  World's  Pair,  Chicago,  and  in  the 
aggregate  they  exceed  those  of  Germany, 
Russia,  Italy  and  (Jreat  Britian. 


COAST  REVIEir  ADVERTfSING  DEPARTMENT 


The  Washington  Life  Insurance  Company, 

OF     NEW    YORK. 

W.  A.  BREWER,  President.  E.  S.  FRENCH,   Vice-Pres. 

ASSETS, $15,500,000.00 

PAID  TO  POLICYHOLDERS,     .     .   32,000,000.00 

I  IKl^  To  energetic  business  producers  a  Ko.  1 
AGENTS   1  Territory     Especially  likeral  terms.   Every 


85,  86,  87  and  88, 
Chronicle  BIdg., 
San  Francisco. 


lAiA  Ki-rcr\  I  I  facility  afforded  for  obtaining  business.    IN 
WANTED  !  J  sx^inE  BIG  MONET.      Spi-endid  opportuni- 
"(  ties  for  flrst-class  insurance  men. 

A(lilre.t!<  (if  oner: 

HOWARD   PERRIN,  General  Manager 

State  of  California, 


C.  L.  FAY,  General  Agent,  Washinffton  Blig.,  PORTLAND,  Or. 


I  P  £^  *         *         *        * 

Endowment, 
and  Accident 
Insurance 
HE  ^TNA  LIFE  Ins.  Co., 

Of  Hartford,  Conn.,  grants  Policies  con- 
taining every  desirable  feature.  Refer- 
ence, its  numerous  patrons.  Address  the 
Company  for  Insurance  or  an  Agency. 


Largest   Company  in    the    World 

Writing  Life  and  Accident   Insurance 

H.  B.  Houghton,  Manager 

PACIFIC     COAST     AGENCY 

Safe  Deposit  Ruilding,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


JOHN   H.  STEVENS,    Metropolitan  Agency 

Accident  Department. 


Insurance, 
A  Text  Book  . 


For  Sale  at  this  Office.    Price,  $3.50 

This  is  a  splendid  work  of  over  i.ooo  pages, 
handsomely  printed  and  bound.  Every  intelligent 
Insurance  Man  can  read  it  with  profit.  Fire,  Life 
and  Casualty  Insurance  discussed  by  over  forty  of 
ttie  ablest  men  in  the  business. 

Compiled  by  WM.  A.  FRICKE 

Fur  Sale  at  The  Coast  Revieir  Office 


THE    COAST  REVIEW   BUREAU. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  so  many  letters 
asking  for  information  about  ootnpanies, 
associations  and  societies  and  their  con- 
tracts, that  we  have  concluded  to  make  a 
department  or  bureau,  to  whicli  inquiries 
will  be  referi-ed.  Correspondents  seek- 
ing information  as  to  the  condition  and 
reputation  of  any  insui-ance  company  or 
association  are  i-equested  to  address  the 
Coast  Review  ''Bureau,"  and  inclose 
postage  for  a  reply. 


SURETY  ON   BONDS. 

AMERICAN  SURETY  COMPANY  of  new  york. 

W/iXRV    L>.    I^YMA.:S,    I'resiclent. 

STATEMENT,  December  31,  1899, 

RESOURCES,  including  Capital,  $2,500,000.00  :  $5,207,985   21 

LIABILITIES,  including  Reserve,  $  614,619.41  :  862,610  4-9 

Bonds  issued /ar  Employes .  Administrators,  Quardians,  and  injudicial  Proceedings 
SAN  FRAyCISCO  UO-rI/4X>.— SAMUEL  G.  MURPHY,  Resident  Vice-Pres.: 

Levi  R,  EUert,     Jaiues  B,  Stetson,      Adaiu  Grant,      Tlios.  Brown,     Arthur 

Rodgers,      P.  N.  Lilienthal,      Henry  L.  Dodge.    Jaiues  R.  Kelly,     Edward 

B.  Pond. 

OFFICE  : 

219   SANSOME   STREET. 

SAN  FRANCISCO. 


JAMES   R.    GARNISS,  MANAGER, 
C.  A.  Shurtleff,  Res.  Asst.  Secy 
Geo.  L.  Seybolt,  Inspector 


iS^^iS^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^&^^^S^ 

Pacific    Coast   Department 

FRANKLIN   FIRE  insurance  company 

of  Philadelphia. Incorporated    1827. 

Surplus  to   Policyholders $3,081,288.96 

WILLIAMSBURGH   CITY   FIRE  '"^"•'^"c'^oWany 

of  New  York. —Incorporated   1853. 

Surplus  to   Policyholders $1,927,982.89 

"°'TH2d"    GLENS    FALLS     insurance  company 

of  New  York. Incorporated  1849. 

Surplus  to    Policyholders $3,261,061.06 

Undivided  profits 2,155,142.07 

EDWARD   E.  POTTER,   General   flanager 

322  Montgomery  St.,  San   Francisco 

INCORPORATED  1852. 

Milwaukee  Mechanics' 

Milwaukee,  Wisconsin. 

CASH  ASSETS $2,568,997  00 

SURPLUS 1,682,719  00 

TOTAL  LOSSES  PAID 7,355,053  00 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT:   410  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

L.  L.   BROMWELL,  Manager. 

^omc  Xife  InsitrancB  Compaxn; 

OF   NEW  YORK. 
GEO.  E.  IDE,       .       .       .       President. 

Assets 1:11,348,859  12    I  Net  Surplus %  1,203,278  42 

Dividend  Endowment  Fund  .  626,713  00   |   Insurance  in  Force 49,258,697  00 

Liberal  contracts  and  good  territory  will  be  given  to  reputable  agents  who  can  show 
a  good  record. 

W.  H.   DUNPI-|Y  &  SON,  Managers, 

Offices,  in  The  Emporium,  Market  St.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
The  Capital,  .         $1,500,000.00 

Ueflted  States        [  Assets,  .      .    3,500,000.00 

Surplus,        .  1,750,000.00 


Ffldelity  and  Qiuaraety 


THE 


J.    D.   MAXWELL  CO., 

HOME   OFFICE:  '  GENERAL    AGENTS, 

South-West   Coiner  Calvert  &  German  Streets  PAUL  M.   NIPPERT,  Manager 

BALTIMORE,   M.  D.  WM.    RIGBY,   attohnct. 


CO  A  ST  RE  I  'IE  I  / '  A  D  VER  T I  SING  DEPAR  TMENT 


Capital  and  Accumulations, 


$2,482,426.00 


MMESX  MERSEY 

Marine    Insurance    Company,    Limited, 
Of  Liverpool,  London  and  Manchester. 


CAPITAL  SUBSCRIBED  ....    $10,000,000 

Capital  Paid  Up $1,000,000 

Reserve  Fund,  in  addition  to  capital  .   .     2,250,000 


IM.  GREER  HARRISON, 


Manager 
305  California  Street 


San  Francisco 


Sub-Agencies  at  all  the  principal  Pacific  Coast 
ports  and  at  Honolulu 


BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN 

Marine   Insurance   Company,  Limited. 
Of  Liverpool. 


Capital  Subscribed $6,700,000  Gold 

Capital  Paid  Up 1,340,000  Gold 

Reserve  Fund,  in  addition  to  Capital, 


BALFOUR,  GUTHRIE  5  CO. 

General  Agents 
316  California  Street,  Salt  Francisco. 


A.  H.  Small,  Manager. 


EMPLOYERS  LIABILITY 

(Limited)  Assurance  Corporation  °^^g°i°^r 

Head  Office  for  IT.  S..  71  KILBT  STREET, 
Boston,  Massachusetts. 

APPLETON  &  DANA.  Managers  and  Attorneys 
for  the  U.S. 

ACCIDENT  POLICIES  of  all  kinds  at  Very  Low  Rates 
Employers'  Liability  Policies,  Indemnifying  Employers 
against  claims  for  Accidents  to  Employes.  Individual. 
Fidelity  Bonds  and  Accident  Policies.  Workmen's 
Benefit  Policies.  Vehicle  Insurance.  General  Liability 
Policies  on  Buildings.    Elevator  Insurance. 


CHAS.  J.  OKELL  &  CO.,  -   General  Agents 

401  CALIFORNIA  STREET.  San  Francisco. 


The  Mutual  Benefit 

LIFE  INSCIRANCE  CG., 

NEWARK.    N.   J. 


AMZJ  nODD,    ---------     President. 


ASSETS  (Market  Values)  Jan.  1,1900  .  .  .  ,§70,466,400  4fi 
LIABILITIES,  N.  ,1.  ami  N.  T.  Standard  .  .  64,840,707  24 
SURPLUS 5,625,693  22 


THE  NEW  POLICY  CONTRACTS 

OF  THE 

MUTUAL^    BK.NEF^I^ 

contain 

Special    and  Peculiar  Advantages 

Which  are  not  combiDed  In  the 
POLICIES  OF  ANY  OTHER  COMPANY. 


JAMES  MUHSELL,  Jr.,  Manager. 

503  California  St.,  cor.  Mongomtery,  S.  F. 


^^iSiS^^  COAST  KEVIEIV  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^& 

sO     V'    t!^  r\^      Insurance    Co.,  of  Gothenburg   ■ 

AMBRICA.N  F^IRB  ins.  co.,    orphuaMpMa 

AGHICUI^TUHA.]^    ins.    Co.,     Wateno^n,  N.Y. 
^MB      DBBA.WA.HE     ins.    Co.,    0/ PhUaMphia 

t^^  ^^  t^' 

EDWARD  BROWN  &  SONS, 

Oemierall  Ageots  Padffk  Coast  Departmemit 

t^*  e^^         t^^ 

Total  Assets  Represented,  Over  Fourteen  and  a  Half  Millions. 


to  »  w 

■^     "     '    I   T  lyy    INSURANCE 
U  1^    OFFICE 

OK     L.0KI30K 

189  Years  of  Active  Business 

Oldest  Purely  FIRE  INSURANCE 
Office  in  the  World -^ 

Cash  Assets,        :       $11,500,000 
Net  Surplus,        :         6,400,000 

Pacific  Department  215  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


WiNFiELD  vS  Davis,      J,  B.  F.  DAVIS  dc  SOIS,  Gcti'l  Agents, 

Burt  L.  Davis, 
Carl  A.  Henry. 


PACIFIC  DEPAKTMENT  Embraces:    California,  Nevada,  Utah,  Arizona,  Oregon, 
Washington,   Idaho,   Montana,   Hawaiian  Islands,  and  Ahiska. 


i^^^^^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMEXT  S^^S^^^^ 

THE  IMPERIAL  INSURANCE  COMPANY,  Lt'd 

OF    LONDON. 

Instituted   A.    D.   1803. 
CASH    ASSETS,  -  -         $9,362,920.00 

Forty-one  Years  in  Business  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 


THE  LION  FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY,  lfd 

OF     LONDON 
Established  A.  D.   1879 

CASH  ASSETS,  -  -  $1,108,095.00 


PACIFIC    BRANCHES:      205  and    207    Sansome  Street,  San   Francisco 

WM.  J.  LMDER8. 

Resident  Manager. 

The  Connecticut  Mutual 

Life  Insurance  Company. 
1846-1900 


In  the  fifty-four  years  of  its  work  almost  98  per  cent,  of  the 
premiums  paid  by  policyholders  have  been  paid  over  to  their  benefici- 
aries or  returned  to  them.  What  has  been  so  returned  and  what  is 
held  for  the  protection  of  present  policyholders  as  net  or  ledger  assets 
aggregates  $263,502,899.67:  127.57  percent,  of  the  total  premiums 
received. 

These  results  have  been  accomplished  at  an  average  expense 
rate  of  only  8.9  per  cent. 

It  is  an  unmatched  record  ;  and  The  CONNECTICUT  MUTUAL 
is  as  thoroughly  prepared  for  the  good  work  of  the  future  as  it  has  at 
at  any  time  been  for  that  of  its  unequaled  past. 

Jacob  L.  Grekne,  President.  Herbert  H.  White,  Sec'y. 

John  M.  Taylor,  Vice-Pres't  Daniel  H.  Wells,  Actuary. 


Pacific  Coast  Agencies 


MiLo^s  Building,  San  Francisco. 


Cash  Capital, 

Assets,    January  1,    1900. 


$1,000,000  00 
$3,884,381  08 


WM.  J.  BUTTON,  President.     BERNARD  FAYMONVILLE,  Vice-President 


LOUIS  WEIWMAinf 

Secretary 


J.  B.  LEVTSON  2d  Vice-Pres. 
and  Marine  Secretary 

STEPHZH  D.  IVES 

General  Agent 


A  ^yVWx^^ 


FIREMAN'S  FUNDI 


g^^W 


Home    Office,   Company's  Building: 

S.  W.  corner  California  and  Sansome  Sts.,  San  Francisco. 


Central  DKPARTimiT 

Manager, 

757- 159  LaSalle  St.,  Chicago 

SOCTHEASTEBS  DEPABTMENT, 

EDGAR  S.    WILSON,    Manager, 
Macon,  Georgia 


Eastern  Department, 
CHAS.  W.  KELLOGG,  Manager, 
Mason  Building,  Boston   .     ; 

Atlantic  Marine  Department, 

JOSEPH  HADLEY,  Manager; 

72  Beavtr  Street,  Sew  York 


AGENTS    THROUGHOUT    THE 
UNITED   STATES. 


Fire  ik6ur^nce  c^/apany 

MEWYPRK 
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E.    H.    BACON, 

EDITOR 


Table  of  Contents: 


Our  Digest  of  Recent  Insurance  Decisions 293 

Court  of  Appeals  Decision .   .  iS7 

Knights  and  Ladles  of  Honor •^«.)8 

Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen 298 

The  Worship  of  Big  Things 299 

Ten  Years'  PaclHc  Coast  Fire  Premiums  ....  3iX) 
Manhattan  Life  Insurance  Company's  Fifty  Years 

Record 302 

The  Sun  Insurance  Office 302 

Fighting  Fire  In  Heidelberg.  Germany     302 

Fraternal  Insurance  in  Danger 30-1 

Scottish  Union  &  National .    .  306 

In  Its  Thirty-Third  Year 305 

Attractions  at  Our  Lodge     .  .      .      306 

Industrial  Insurance 306 

"Perpetual"  Life  Insurance  Policies 300 

Transatlantic  Topics 307 

Extracts  from  Old  Coast  Reviews 308 

A  Reinsurance  Dispute 311 

Victoria  Montreal     312 

Fire  Underwriting  Profits  in  the  United  States  .   .  312 

President  Irvin  on  the  National  Ash-Heap 313 

iEtna's  New  Accident  Policy 314 

Magdeburg  Fire  Insurance  Company 314 

Principal  American   Life   Insurance   Companies' 

Annual  Totals 315 

Grand  Life  Figures 318 

London  &  Lancashire  Fire  Insurance  Company  .   .  316 

Pacific  Western  Fire  Business  for  a;Series  of  Years  317 

Shabby  Tricks  in  Life  Insurance 317 

Woodmen  of  the  World 318 

Independent  Order  of  Foresters 318 

The  Bean-bag  in  Fraternal  Insurance 318 

Royal  Arcanum  .' 3ia 

Travelers  Sued  in  San  Francisco 3i8 

American  Legion  of  Honor  .  . 31S 

Knights  of  Honor 318 


Order  of  Chosen  Frionds Si8 

Modern  Woodnioii  of  Ami-rii-a 318 

Knights  of  tho  Maccabees 319 

Knights  of  Pythias 319 

Fire  Insurance  Taxation 319 

Life  Notes 31Q 

American  Marine  and  Inland  Business  lii  1899  ...   .320 

Possible  Reinsurance  Trick 330 

The  Former  Now  York  Notice  Law 321 

Five  Years'  Business  of  the  Mutual  Life  iu   Cali- 
fornia  3.J1 

A  Confession,  but  No  Conscience  Money 321 

Manager  Charles  Chrisionson's  Department  .   ...    322 

Mortality  Statistics  in  the  Census 3S8 

Reinsurance  to  Escape  Impairment 323 

Butte  Fire  Department  Report 3:^4 

Flro  Business  of  Colorado  in  1899 324 

New  Hampshire's  Fire  Figures 325 

Pacific  Coast  and  Rocky  Mountain  Fire  Business  .   &16 

May  Fires 327 

Gutte  &  Frank's  Marine  Department 330 

California's  Objectionable  Life  Legislation  in  Io74  330 

The  Glens  Falls  Ins.  Co 331 

Seventeen  Years  Ago 331 

Monthly  Fire  Insurance  Losses  in  1900  and  1899  .  .   332 

Fire  Business  of  Now  Mexico  in  1899 ,332 

Fire  Business  In  Wyoming  in  1899 332 

Allison  Milling  Co.  Fire  at  Tacoma    .  .333 

Casualty  and  Surety  Notes 334 

The    Lancashire    Insurance    Company's     Annual 

Meeting 33.J 

Employers  Liability's  New  Policies  ......   336 

Life  Notes 335 

The  Orient  Is  Purchased  by  tho  London  &  Lanca- 
shire    33a 

Over-hanging  Cornices .3,37 

Presentation  to  Charles  McLano 338 


The  Great  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  the  World. 


Gross  Assets 
$56,356,332 


Assets  in  U.S 
$9,703,581 


ENTERED  U.  S.1848 


The  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  United  States  Branch  on  the  3l8t  of  Decemher.  1898,  in  accordance  witl 
the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York,  is  as  follows: 

ASSETS $9,703,581.65 

LIABILITIES 4,857,665.56 

SURPLUS $4,845,916.09 

As  an  illustration  of  the  Company's  practice  in  mainteining  its  Assets  in  the  United  States  in  years  of  excesslv 
loss,  the  following  figures  may  interest  policyholders : 

Year.  Assets  Jan.  1.  Income.  E.xpendlture.  Excess  of  Expenditure 

187»    $3,054,361  $3,163,901  $5,122,653  $1,958,752 

1872    3,640,450  3.733,101  4,448,999  751,898 

1873 4,163,290 

ThvLasho-^iag  J'^jf.cess  of  Expenditure  in  the  two  jea.rs  of $2,710,650 

And /"crease  o/ ^ssefs  in  the  same  time  of 1,110,939 

Progress  of   the   United    States    Branch  :-Net  Fire  Premiums:    1848,   $4,519;  1858    $471,988 

1868.  $1,739,620;  1878,  $2,422,126;  1888,  $3,928,010  i  1898,  $4,979,422. 

LOSSES.— The  amount  paid  in  satisfaction  of  Fire  Losses  in  the  United  States  in  the  course  ot  51  years  ib  Si  74. 824. 918. 

This  large  sum,  in  conjunction  with  the  growth  of  the  Company's  business,  evinces  the  confidence  oi  tho  public  and  th 

faithfulness  with  which  the  Company's  losses  are  adjusted  and  paid. 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT  ESTABLISHED  1852.  CHAS.    D.    HAVEN,    Resideno.   Secretary 

Chief  Office,  4!i'-i  California  Street,  San  Francisco.  C.  MASON  KiNNK,  Assistant  Secretary. 

SPECIAL,    AGENTS  : 

El).  G.  SPROWL,  R.  G.  BRUSH,  JOHN  W.  GUNN.  FRED.  L.  HAVEiVl.  THEO.  oUMMEK^ 


1 
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COAST  REriEir  ADFERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 


PHCENIX 

INSURANCE     COMPANY 


OF    HARTFORD 


Cash  Capital 
$2,000,000.00 


Assets  Jan'y  1, 1900 
$5,523,649.?0 


HEl^BEt^T    FOllGEl^,    ]V[anager 


DIXWELL  HEWITT,   Asst.   Manager 


3^5     GAIaIFORNIA     SXRRRT, 


San    Kranoisco. 


(n 


^^'^^'^'^  COAST  REVIEIV  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^S^^^^ 

PHCENIX  ASSURANCE  COMPANY— PROVIDENCE-WASHINGTON  INSURANCE  CO. 


Phoenix 

Assurance 

Company 


Of  London 

Established  1782 


Providence- 
Washington 
Ins.  Co. 


Of  Rhode  island 

Incorporated  1799 


BUTLER  &  HALDAN,    General  Agents  for  Pacitlc  Coast 

B.  C.  Dick,  Agency  Superintendent 
41^  California  Street  :  San  Francisco 

Helvetia  Swiss  fire  insurance  company 

OJF    ST.    GALL 

CAPITAL,         ....        $  2,000,000.00 
Losses  Paid  since  organization,     i  1,635,487.00 

OWISS     iVlarine     insurance  Companies  Combined 

CAPITAL,       .       o       .      $4,000,000.00 


SYl  (Sc  CO.,    General   Agents 

301   California  Street,  :  :  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


^i^iSi^^i^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^S^^^^ 

THE  PENNSYLVANIA 

F\RE  INSURANCE  COMPANY  of  Philadelphia. 

Incorporated  1825 


ASSETS, 

January  1st,  J  900. 

$5,175,306.00 


NET  SURPLUS, 

January  Jst,  t900: 

$2,181,845.00 


One  of  the  OLDEST  and  STRONGEST  Fire  Insm-ance  Offices  in  the  United  States. 

Office  Pacific  Coast  Department:      50S-10  CALIFORNIA   ST.,  San  Francisco. 

T.  EDWARD  POPE,  Manager. 

R.   If.  OSBORy,  Assistant  MatuKjer.         HOMER  A.  CRAIG,  (ieneval  Adjustt-r. 

SPECIAL  AGENTS:— Chester  Deerinff,  J.  H.  Clinkscales,  Volney  Howard,  S.  P.  Mesicli. 

Hamburg  -  Bremen 

FIRE    INSURANCE    COMPANY 

OF  HAHBURO,  GERMANY  ORGANIZED  1854 


Capital  and  Accumulations      -       -  $3,412,150.06 

Assets  in  the  United  States,  Jan.  i,  1900  1,524,546.63 

Surplus  "              "            "              "         "  544,867.51 

Losses  Paid  in  the  United  States,  over.  12,000,000.00 


RUDOLPH  HEROLD,  Jr., 

General  Agent  Pacific  Department 
HARRY  C.  BOYD,  415  California  Street 

Assistant  General  Agent.  San  Francisco 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEFARTMEXT 
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l^^The  MAGDEBURG 
FIRE  INSURANCE 
COMPANY 
transacts 
NO  Marine. 
Life  or  Accident,  but 
Fl  RE  Insurance 

Business  ONLY. 


MAGDEBURG 

FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


OF     MAGDEBURG,    GERMANY 


Capital $      3,750,000.00 

Assets  January  i,  1899 8,108,481.48 

Prem.  Income  since  organiza'n  (54yrs)  170,3-52,752.39 
Losses  Paid  since  organization  (54  yrs)  113,205,839.50 
Assets  United  States  Department    .   .  919,089.58 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT:     QUTTE  &  FRANK,  Managers, 

^  303  California  Street,   San   Francisco. 


Magdeburg  Fire  Ins.  Co., 

OF     NEW    YORK. 

Assets ■  .   .■ $287,048.83 

GUTTE   &   FRANK,   Managers, 

303  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


Wilklma  of  Magdeburg 

General   Insurance  Company 

(  MARINE.  ) 

Assets,  January  i,  1899, $9,813,751.45 

%  Associated  Assurance  Companies,  Ld. 

Munich  Assurance  Co..       Alliance  Assurance  Co. 

Of  Munich  (LM)  Of  Berlin  (L'd) 

JOINTLY  and  SEVERALLY  LIABLE. 

Assets,  January  i,  1899, $10,454,215.21 


iii°  These  Marine  Com- 
panies insure  Vessels, 
Freights,  Cargoes,  Treas- 
ure, Profits,  Registered 
Mail  and  Express  Matter, 
to  and  from  all  parts  of 
the  World,  and  make 
their  Policies  payable  at 
places  required  by  as- 
sured. 


|?4?#si^?|?5 


GUTTE    &L    FRANK,    Managers, 

303  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


i^  i^  iS  i^  i^  i^ 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


OROAXIZED   A.  D.  1817    .    . 


Fire  Association 


OF     PHILADELPHIA. 


STATEMENT   OF  ASSETS,   JANUARY    1st,    lUOO. 


Gross  Assets 
Policyholders'  Surplus 


WESTERN     DEPARTMENT, 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 

OFFICE,  171-173  Jackson  St.,  Royal  Insurance  Bldg 


#6,280,028.00 

W.  H.  CUNNINGHAM,  Manager. 
HENRY  W.  BUSH,  U^^,^  j^^ 
J.  M.  BECK.  ^ 


State  Agent  for  California,  Arizona,  Nevada  and  Hawaiian  Islands. 

.       ,  ^  219  Sansome  Street.  SAN  FRANCISCO,  Cal. 

Manager  city  department. 


T.  C.  SHANKLAND 
JNO.  D.  RICHARDS 

E.J.LOUIS Special  Agent  for  California.  Arizona  and  Nevada. 

F.  J.  ALEX.  MAYER.  .      State  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  PORTLAND,  Ore. 

DAN.  L  WEAVER.  .   .      Special  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  SPOKANE. 

F.M.AVERY Special  Agent  for  Colorado,  Wyoming,  Montana,  Utah  and  Idaho,  DENVER, Colo. 


Financial   Standing,   January   I,   1900,  of  the 

Philadelphia  Underwriters 


COMPOSED    OF    THE 


Insurance  Co.  of  North   America 

FOUNDED,  A.  D.  1792 

CASH  CAPITAL $  3,000,000  00 

Total  Assets 9,29.5,087  00 

Total  Liabilities,  except  Capital     4, .598, 256  00 


Fire  Association    of    Philadelphia 

FOUNDED,   A.   D.   1817 

CASH  CAPITAL    ........$    500,000  00 

Total  Assets 6,280,028  00 

Total  Liabilities,  except  Capital  .    4,749,492  00 


Surplus  as  to  Policyholders  .    .   $4,696,781  00 
COMBINED     ASSETS, 
SURPLUS  TO   POLICYHOLDERS. 


Surplus  as  to  Policyholders    .    .  $1,530,636  00 
$15,575,065  00 
$  6,227,417  00 


Western  and  Pacific  Coast  Defaktment, 
Chicago,  Illinois. 


W.  H.  CUNNINGHAM,  Manager 

Henry  W.  Bush,  !*„„,.  Minatrers 
J.  M.  Beck,  \  ^^^  ^  Manageis 


T.  C.  SHANKLAND,  State  Agent  for 

California,   Arizona,    Nevada  and   the   Hawaiian  Islands. 
JOHN  D.  RICHARDS,  Manager  City  Department, 


219  SANSOME  STREET, 


SAN  FRANCISCO. 


F.  J.  ALEX.  MAYER,  State  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  Portland,  Ore. 
DAN.  L.  WEAVER,  Special  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  SPOKANE. 
F.  M.  AVERY,  Special  Agent  for  Montana,  Utah  and  Idaho,  Denver,  Colo. 
E.  J.  LOUISj  Special  Agent  for  California,  Nevada  and  Arizona. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


Insurance  Company 

NEW   YORK 

HENRY  B.  STOKES,  President 

♦   ♦ 

THE  NEW  POLICY  GUARANTEES 

EXTENDED  INSURANCE 

PAID=UP  VALUES 

AND 

LOANS  AT  5% 

^   ^ 

AGENTS  WANTED  IN  UNOCCUPIED  TERRITORY 
JOHN  LANDERS,  Manager  S.  W.  Pacific  Dep't,  240  Montgomery  St.,  S.  F. 

HEALTH    AND    ACCIDENT    INSURANCE 

FHINEAS  C.  LOUNSBUBT,     L  /J// Xji'^ ^^^^^^^^  KIMBALL   O.   ATWOOJ), 

President.  ^  ^  ^ ^^^/  ^'■^^        ^  /t/ttCC^  Secretary. 

OF    NEW    YORK. 

ASSETS,  December  31,   1899       $  779,385.45 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders 365,124.30 

CLAIMS  Paid,  over 3,000,000.00 

HEALTH  and  ACCIDENT  POLICIES. 
The  Best  Insurance  j    The  Easiest  Insurance 

FOR  BUSINESS  and  FOR  AGENTS 

PROFESSIONAL  MEN  TO  SELL 

8@"  Liberal   Commissions   and  Renewal   Contracts  to   Good  Men. 

Address — 

Pacific  Coast  Department,  THOS.    GODWIN, 

MILLS  Building 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  Manager. 

(6) 


".i5y  t^  v^  -^  V^ 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


National  Life 

Insurance  Company 

MONTPELIER,       -        -       VERMONT. 

CHARLES  BEWKY,  Presideiit.  OSMAN  B.   CLARK,  Secretary. 


INSURANCE  IN  FORCE,  January  i,   1900    .    .    .  189,890,026  00 

ASSETS,  January  1,  1900 17,738,861  23 

LIABILITIES,  January  i,  1900 15,863,938  34 

SURPLUS,  Vermont  and  New  York  Standard  .    .  1,874,922  89 


THE  NATIONAL  has  done  a  continuous,  successful  business  for  fifty  years.  Its 
policies  of  LIP^E,  TERM,  ENDOWMENT  and  ANNUITY  INSURANCE  grant  solid 
protection  on  mutual  plans. 

NO  RESTRICTION  on  residence  or  travel. 

INCONTESTABLE  after  two  years  from  date  of  issue. 

GUARANTEES  endorsed  cash,  loan,  paid-up  and  extended  insurance  values. 

AUTOMATICALLY  NON-FORFEITABLE  after  three  years. 

INSURANCE  ISSUED  IN  1899,  $17,738,861.28. 


G.  IW.  STOLP,  General  Manager, 

82-84  New  Crocker  Building,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
A.  D.  WALKER,  General  Manager, 

Fidelity  Trust  Company  Building,  Tacoma,  Wash. 


GEORGE  D.  ALDER,  General  Manager, 

204  McCormack  Block,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

C.  M.  SMITH,  General  Manager, 

Hennessey  Building,  Butte,  Montana. 


STOCK    COMPANY    INCORPORATED    1864 


Home  /Vlutual 

Insurance  Co 


....OF  CALIFORNIA. 


FINANCIAL    STANDING    OF    THE    COMPANY    ON    JANUARY    1,   1900 

Assets 

Liabilities 

Surplus  Funds  for  Policyholders  .         ... 

Capital,  (fully  paid  in  gold  coin)       .         .         .         .         . 
Net  Surplus,  over  Capital  and  all  Liabilities 


HOME   OFFICE:    Company's    Building,  818   California   St.,  San  Francisco 

WM.  J.  DUTTON,  President 


F.  W.  LOUQEE,  Vice  President 
FRANKLIN  BANGS,  Ass't  Secretary 


S^VS^^^^^^A^^^^A^^^^A^^^^A^^^^i 


$965,559-34 
349,630.99 

$615,928.35 

300,000.00 

$315,928.35 


STEPHEN  D.  IVES.   Secretary 
GEO.  STEEL,  Marine  Secretary 


i^^^^^^^S^^^^^^^^ 


'§^'=§'^'=^'=^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DErARTMENT  ^^S^^^^ 


'  LONDON  &^ 
LANCASHIRE 


London  &  Lancashire 


Fire    Insurance    Company^ 


Of  Liverpool,  Etig. 


Subscribed  Capital^ 

Cash  Assets, 

Assets  in  United  States, 


$10,637,500 

7,344,540 

,       2,861,662 


Norwalk  Fire  Insurance  Co*, 

Oy  Norivalk ,   Connecticut. 

Capital,     .     $200,000.00        Assets,    .     $566,802.00 


English  -American 
^  Underwriters^ 

Assets,        ....♦♦ 


$3,428,464 


s-1 


The  State  Fire  Ins*  Co*,  L'd, 

Oy  Liverpool,  England. 

Capital,  ....  .  . 

Assets  in  United  States, 


$5,000,000 
324,084 


The  Netherlands  Fire  Ins*  Co*, 


Of  The  Hague,  Holland. 
ESTABLISHED     1845. 


Capital, 

Assets  in  United  States, 


$1,600,000 
678,025 


PACIFIC    COAST     DEPARTMENT, 
315     Montgomery    Street,  :  :  :  :  San   Francisco. 

WM.   MACDONALD,  Manager, 

D.   E.   MILES,   Ass't  Manager. 


'^^'^^^^  COAST  REVIEIV  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^S^^S?^ 


Provider^!  (§avif^gg  ^i| 


^^ssarar^Ge  @OGie(y 


OF™  NEW  YORK, 

Edward  W.  ScoTT.FhEsiDENT. 

SuCCESSruL    AckCNTS,*ND  GeNTuCME  N    SeE  K 'N  CX   Re  MON  E  R  AT  I  VE    Bt/SlNESS     C  ONNEC  T  lO  NS. 

(viAY   Apply   to  the   Head  Or  tice.or  anv  or  Thc  Society's  General  Accents. 

CARL    C.    GROSS, 

Manager  for  CALIFORNIA  and  NEVADA. 
Rooms  709=13  Claus  Spreckels  Building. 

flarketand  Third  Sts.,  San  Francisco. 


Writing  Large  Lines  of  Desirable  Business 


PALATINE 

INSURANCE  CO.,  Ud, 

Of  Alanahester,   England, 

Resources,  Security  to  Policyholders,  over     =  $9,300,000.00 

United  States  Branch  Assets,  Jan.  i,  1900  -      2,637,777.00 

Net  Snrplus  in  United  States       _         -         -         _  598,207.00 

CHAS.  A.  LATON,  Manager  Pacific  Coast  Department 

439  California  Street        =        Safe  Deposit  Building        =        San  Francisco 

LOCAL  BOARD  OF  DIRECTOMS: 

JOHN  H.  WISE,  Chairman.       JOHN  F.  MERRILL.      WM.  E.  BROWN.       E.  M.  ROOT. 


CO  A  S  T  RE  VIE  W  AD  VER  TISING  DEPAR  TMENT  ^  &  ^  ^  ^  ^ 


-^\v,v.»w..™-//^^'^/-x--^^— ^  _  Cash  Assets      *      «      * 

=-^^*>    -^^  ^•^^s*="5er     Mmi^iBsviM  ^^assii..  January  1,  1900 


$4,000,000.00  l^^^^W  $13,019,411.20 


Incorporated  ^^%r^^P^HSHy*T?Hw^^AM^I(DU'  1819 


For  a  period  of   EIGHTY-ONE  YEARS  this  com-    _  Largest  Cash  Capital.  Largest  Cash  Assets 

pany  has  occupied  the  position  of  the  LEADING       j  qj  a^y  ^ire  Insurance  Company 

American  Fire  Insurance  Company.  in  America. 

Losses  Paid  since  organization  ]  81  years  [  $85,641,084.50 

BOARDMAN  &  SPENCER,  General  Agents 

E.  C.  MORRISON,  Supervisor  of  Agencies 

LOUIS  MEL,              ^  Office,  514  California  St.,  San  Francisco 

W    L.  QAZZAM,         >  Special  Ag-ents  and  Adjusters 

T.  D.  BOARDMAN,     ) 


THE 

HARTFORD 

Fire  Insurance  Company, 

Organized  179-4. 

Assets,      .        .        .  ^11,002,588  02 

Net  Surplus,        .        .  3,810,204  50 

H.    K.    BELDEN,    Manager    Pacific    Department 

WHITNEY    PALACHE,    Assistant    Manager 
313  California  Street,  =  SAN  FRANCISCO 


Special    Agents    and    Adjusters. 
J.  J.  AGABD  J.  J.  DENNIS  JOHN  M.  HOLMBS  \V .  O.  MOKGAN 

(  10) 


fe^  The  Coast  Review*  ^ 

A  Monthly  Insurance  Magazine. 
Devoted  to  all  kinds  of  Insurance  that  Insures.  Published  on  the  Fifteenth  of  the  Month. 


Per  Year,     :     :    $3.00  [  Tclephont  ] 

Per  Copy,    :    :        .25  [       1530       ] 

Postage   added  to  foreign   subscriptions. 


MRS.  J.  G.  EDWARDS,  Proprietor. 
E.  U.  BACON,  Manager  and  Editor. 

508  Montgomery  St.,  San  Francisco. 


Vol.  57. 


JUNE,    1900. 


No.  6. 


The  Coast  Review  Manual. 


PRAISED    BY    UNDERWRITERS. 


Following  are  a  few  expressions  in 
fauor  of  The  Coast  Review  Manual,  by 
Agents  and  Managers  : 

It  is  a  great  help. 

It  is  certainly  perfection. 

Contains  information  not  to  be  obtained  from 
any  other  source. 

I  could  not  well  do  without  it. 

I  find  within  its  pages  a  uast  amount  of  useful 
information. 

I  have  never  seen  any  other  manual  that  would 
give  the  local  agent  as  much  intelligent  aid. 

We  keep  it  ready  at  hand,  referring  to  it  often, 
using  it  as  an  authority. 

It  is  the  best  instruction  booh  for  agents. 

I  note  many  items  of  advantage  to  me,  and  for 
which  I  have  looked  in  vain  elsewhere. 

The  best  booh  of  the  hind  published. 

It  is  easily  understood. 

Most  complete,  concise  and  clearly  written  book 
of  the  kind  I  have  ever  seen. 

Gives  required  information  better  than  all 
"compact"  books  combined. 

Had  I  the  Coast  Review  Manual  when  I  first 
commenced  the  business  I  would  now  know  a 
great  deal  more  about  insurance  and  have  saved 
the  companies  and  myself  a  great  deal  of  cor- 
respondence. 

Exactly  fills  a  long  felt  want. 

Diagrams  and  general  arrangement  specially 
helpful  for  ready  reference. 

The  names  of  the  writers  of  the  foregoing 
have  already  been  printed  in  these  columns. 

gg&&g-:g;&g-:g-:g:gi&g;g&&gg-:&g;&g;g-:§-:^S 
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Our   Digest   of    Recent    Insurance    Decisions 
FIRE. 

Assignments.  The  owner  of  lot  and 
building-  conveyed  prem- 
ises to  plaintiff,  and  at  same  time,  by 
mistake,  assigned  to  plaintiff's  husband 
insurance  policy  on  building,  to  which 
insurer  consented.  Subsequently,  and 
before  fire,  the  husband  assigned  pol- 
icy to  plaintiff,  to  which  insurer  con- 
sented. Held  that,  conceding  policy  was 
void  while  so  held  by  the  husband,  the 
latter  assignment  and  insurer's  consent  to 
it  validated  policy,  and  plaintiff  is  en- 
titled to  recover. — Rines  v.  German  Ins. 
Co.  of  Freeport,  111.,  80  N.  W.  839. 

Houses  of  The  failure  of  insured  to 
///  Repute,  disclose  the  fact  that  insured 
house  was  occupied  by  women 
of  ill  repute  does  not  invalidate  policy, 
there  being-  no  fraud  or  misrepresenta- 
tion, especially  as  company  or  its  agents 
had  full  knowledge  of  character  of 
occupants  before  the  fire.— National  Fire 
Ins.  Co.  V.  United  States  Building  & 
Loan  Ass'n's  Assignee,  54  S.  W.  714. 

Credit.  In  an  action  on  renewal  agree- 
ment made  by  defendant's  agent, 
evidence  of  custom  on  part  of  agent  to 
extend  credit  for  premiums  is  admissible. 
McCabe  v.  ^tna  Ins.  Co.,  81  N.  W.  426. 
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Fireworks.  The  issuing  of  permit  by  in- 
surer to  store  fireworks  on 
insured  property  for  15  days,  while  it 
amounted  to  waiver  of  any  prior  forfeit- 
ure caused  thereby,  does  not  constitute 
an  implied  agreement  to  waive  any 
future  forfeiture,  or  to  consent  that  the 
fireworks  might  be  stored  in  building 
after  expiration  of  the  peiiod  of  permit. — 
Betcher  v.  Capital  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  80  N. 
W.  971. 

Title  or  Posses-        Under   policy  of  insur- 
sion.  ance  which  provided  that 

it  should  be  void  if  there 
should  be  any  change  in  title  or  posses- 
sion of  insured  property  other  than  by 
death  of  insured,  sale  and  conveyance  by 
devisee  of  insured  property  defeated  pol- 
icy, though  devisee  had  not  parted  with 
possession  at  time  of  loss,  and  time  fixed 
in  deed  for  delivery  of  possession  had  not 
arrived. — Robinson's  Ex'r  v.  North  Brit- 
ish Mercantile  Ins.  C::o.,  53  S.  W.  660. 

Waiver  of  A  policy  "on  the  property 
Proofs.  of  the  assured  or  any  member 
of  the  household"  provided,  in 
case  of  loss,  for  a  statement  "signed  and 
sworn  to  by  said  insured."  After  loss 
proof  was  sent,  but  was  not  properly 
sworn  to  by  insured.  The  company  noti- 
fied insured  of  this  defect,  and  also  in- 
sisted that  each  member  of  household 
swear  to  schedule  of  his  own  property, 
and  added  that  it  thereby  i-ejected  the 
proofs  of  loss  sent  in.  Held,  that  this 
requirement,  differing  from  the  one  con- 
tained in  policy,  dispensed  with  provis- 
ions of  policy  for  proofs  of  loss.  Judg- 
ment and  order  (Sup.  1898)  48  N.  Y.  S. 
820,  22  Misc.  Rep.  269,  affirmed.— Mc- 
Manus  v.  Western  Assur.  Co.  of  Toronto, 
60  N.  Y.  S.  1143.    - 

Appraisement.  Under  an  insurance  pol- 
icy providing  that  in  case 
of  loss,  and  disagi-eement  as  to  amount 
thereof,  each  party  shall  appoint  an  ap- 
praiser, and  the  two  shall  select  an 
umpire,  and  appraise  loss,  and  that  no 
action  shall  be  maintained  on  policy  until 
after  insured  shall  have  fully  complied 
with   such  provision,    insured  discharges 


his  obligation  in  that  regard  when  he  ap- 
points an  appraiser  in  good  faith;  and 
where  appraisement  falls  through  with- 
out his  fault  he  is  not  required  to  pro- 
pose the  selection  of  other  appraisers,  but 
may  resort  to  courts  to  have  his  damages 
assessed. — Westei-n  Assur.  Co.  of  Toronto 
V.  Decker,  98  F.  381. 

Rights  of  Where  contract  of  insurance 
Parties.  contained  no  pi'ovision  extend- 
ing its  tei'ms  to  any  one  but  the 
insured,  but  did  contain  provision  that 
company  should  not  be  liable  beyond  in- 
terest of  insured  in  property,  a  stranger 
to  the  contract  cannot  collect  thereon 
simply  because  he  was  owner  of  an  un- 
divided interest  in  property  destroyed. — 
Continental  Ins.  Co.  v.  Maxwell,  P. 
R.  538. 

Indictment.  An  indictment  charging 
that  defendant,  as  agent  of 
"fire  and  marine  insurance  company," 
did  unlawfully  insure  buildings  for  party 
named,  and  receive"  money  when  .solicit- 
ing said  insurance,  and  deliver  to  insured 
an  insurance  policy,  when  said  company 
had  not  complied  with  laws  of  Arkansas, 
etc.,  is  bad  on  demurrer,  for  not  contain- 
ing any  direct  allegation  that  said  fire 
and  marine  insurance  company  is  an  in- 
surance company. — Gage  v.  State,  56 
S.  W.  165. 

"Renew."  Where  plaintilT's  last  insur- 
ance was  had  with  defendant 
insurance  company,  through  the  same 
agent,  the  words  "renew  the  insurance" 
sufficiently  designate  the  company,  as 
well  as  the  property  to  be  insured,  and 
the  terms  of  the  policy.  —  Abel  v.  Phoenix 
Ins.  Co.,  62  N.  Y.  S.  218,  47  App.  Div.  81. 

Agent's  Author-        An  insurance  company, 
ity.  like    an   individual,    may 

limit  authority  of  its 
agents;  and  where  direct  notice  of  such 
limitation,  or  any  notice  which  a  prudent 
man  is  bound  to  regai-d,  is  brought  home 
to  assured,  he  is  bound  by  it,  and  relies 
upon  any  act  in  excess  of  such  limited 
authority  at  his  peril.— Murphy  v.  Royal 
Ins.  Co.  of  Liverpool,  27  So.  143,  52  La. 
Ann.  775. 
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Subagent.  Though  an  agent  had  no 
authority  to  appoint  subagent, 
yet,  where  he  issued  policy  on  an  applica- 
tion taken  by  one  whom  he  had  employed 
to  solicit  insurance,  the  knowledge  of 
that  person  as  to  title  and  value  of  the  in- 
sured property  was  the  knowledge  of  the 
company. — Teutonia  Ins.  Co.  v.  Howell, 
54  S.  W.  852. 

Commissions.  An  insui-ance  agent, 
authorized  by  his  contract 
with  the  company  to  retain  specified  com- 
mission out  of  premiums  received  by  him 
for  company,  to  which  he  is  to  remit  the 
balance,  acts  for  company  in  retaining 
such  commissions  after  the  latter  has 
notice  of  an  attachment;  thereby  render- 
ing company  liable  to  the  attaching  cred- 
itor for  amount  of  such  commission  so 
retained. — Gauthier  v.  Huot.  Ki  Rap. 
Jud.  Que.  C.  S..  242. 

Intention.  An  oral  contract  of  insur- 
ance' will  sustain  an  action, 
although  no  express  agreement  is  made 
as  to  the  amount  of  premium  to  be  paid 
or  the  duration  of  the  policy,  if  the  in- 
tention of  the  parties  to  the  contract  in 
these  particulars  can  be  gathered  from 
the  circumstances  of  the  case. — Concordia 
Fire  Ins.  Co.  v.  Heffron,  84  111.  App.  610. 

Broker's  When  broker  undertakes  to 

Operation,  place  insurance  for  another,  it 
is  his  duty,  in  case  he  is  unable 
to  do  so,  to  seasonably  notify  his  prin- 
cipal, but  his  duty  to  give  such  notice 
does  not  begin  until  he  has  had  reason- 
able time  in  which  to  find  out,  by  the 
exercise  of  ordinary  diligence,  whether  or 
not  he  can  place  the  insurance.  — Backus 
V.  Ames.  81  N.  W.  7(56. 

Oral  Con-  Plaintiff  testified  that  he  ap- 
tracts.  plied  to  an  insurance  agent  for 
renewal,  and  was  told  amount 
of  premium  for  three  years,  and  told 
agent  he  would  insure  for  one  year  only, 
and  paid  $5  on  account  of  premium  of 
$7.20,  and  that  agent  gave  him  credit  for 
balance,  and  stated  that  policy  would  be 
issued.  Defendant's  agent  testified  that 
he  told  plaintiff  he  must  pay  full  amount 
of  premium  before  policy  would  issue,    as 


he  had  not  paid  the  entire  amount  of 
former  premium,  and  also  owed  agent  on 
another  account;  that  plaintiff  paid  $5, 
and  promised  to  borrow  an  amount  suffi- 
cient to  pay  premium  for  one  year,  but 
that  he  never  returned,  and  no  policy  was 
ever  issued.  Held,  insufficient  to  establish 
an  oral  contract  to  insure. — Abel  v. 
Phoenix  Ins.  Co.  62  N.  Y.  S.  218.  47  App. 
Div.  81. 

LIFE. 
Delivery.  Insured  made  application  for 
policy  of  life  insurance,  and 
gave  his  note  for  first  year's  premium  to 
defendant's  agent,  who  gave  him  receipt 
reciting  that  note  was  given  for  premium 
on  policy  applied  for  in  defendant  com- 
pany, and  that  it  was  to  be  returned  to 
insured  unless  agent  should  succeed  in 
getting  cei'tain  notes,  without  cost  to  in- 
sured, from  state  manager  of  defendant, 
which  were  formerly  given  by  insured  for 
another  policy,  and  held  by  said  manager, 
and  then  being  sued  on.  The  agent  was 
unable  to  get  notes  then  in  suit,  but  aj)- 
plication  was  sent  to  company,  and  policj- 
issued,  which  was  delivered  by  agent  to 
insui-ed.  Shortly  before  his  note  became 
due,  insured  wrote  agent,  inclosing  policy, 
and  requested  the  retui-n  of  his  note,  but 
was  persuaded  by  agent  to  let  matter  rest 
for  time  being.  The  agent  discounted 
note,  before  maturity,  at  bank,  and  made 
payment  to  company.  Insured  took  sick 
before  maturity  of  his  note,  and  was 
mentally  unable  to  transact  business  from 
beginning  of  his  illness,  and  died  soine 
time  after  note  had  matured.  The  note, 
not  having  been  paid,  was  returned  to 
agent,  who  insisted  on  its  payment  until 
within  few  days  of  insured's  death. 
Held,  that  policy  was  delivei'ed  for  pur- 
pose of  taking  effect,  and,  having  never 
been  canceled  at  request  of  insured,  was 
still  in  force  at  his  death. — Shields  v. 
Equitable  Life  Assur.  Soc.  of  United 
States,  80  N.  W.  793. 

Other  Insur-        If,   after  policy  has  issued, 

ance.  and    after   two    payments   of 

premiums    upon    it,     besides 

initial  one,  have  been   made,    knowledge 

of  fact  of  false  answer  as   to  other  insur- 
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ance  is  brought  home  to  company,  and  it 
inquires  into  same,  and  leai-ns  from  other 
company  grounds  for  its  rejection  of  ap- 
plicant, and  insurer  then,  notwithstand- 
ing, permits  nine  months  to  elapse  with- 
out exercising  its  right  to  declare  policy 
void,  and  this  continues  down  to  within 
few  days  of  time  when  fourth  premium 
would  be  due,  after  payment,  of  which 
policy  on  this  ground  would  become  in- 
contestable, and  this  condition  of  things 
ends  only  by  death  of  insured,  the  com- 
pany by  its  conduct  places  itself  in  a  posi- 
tion where  it  cannot  successfully  impeach 
policy  for  breach  of  warranty. — Union 
Nat.  Bank  v.  Manhattan  Life  Ins.  Co.  of 
New  York,  26  So.  800,  52  La.  Ann.  36. 

False  State-  In  an  action  for  life  insur- 
gents, ance,  defended  on  the  ground 
that  insured  had  falsely  stat- 
ed that  certain  relatives  never  had  cer- 
tain diseases,  an  agent  of  insurer,  who 
was  present  at  examination,  testified  that 
insured  stated  that  he  did  not  know, 
whereas  the  physician  who  made  exam- 
ination stated  that  he  put  down  the 
answers  cori'ectly,  and  read  them  over 
after  they  were  written,  when  insured 
signed  it,  but  that  he  had  no  personal 
recollection  of  examination,  or  of  insured: 
and  his  testimony  was  based  on  applica- 
tion, and  on  the  fact  that  he  had  made 
the  examination.  Held,  that  on  this  evi- 
dence the  question  was  for  the  jury. — 
O'Farrell  v.  Metropolitan  Life  Ins.  Co., 
60  N.  Y.  S.  94o. 

AeeiDENT. 

Instruction.  Plaintiff  gave  defendant  in- 
surance company  an  order 
authorizing  a  railroad  company  to  deduct 
from  his  wages  to  become  due  for  future 
services  premium  on  an  accident  policy, 
which  pi-emium  was  payable  in  four  in- 
stallments. All  of  said  installments  were 
paid  except  the  last,  which  was  to  be 
paid,  under  said  order,  from  the  June  or 
July  wages.  In  suit  by  plaintiff  to  re- 
cover insurance,  the  jury  were  instructed 
that,  if  plaintiff  was  continuously  in  rail- 
road company's  employ  from  issuance  of 
policy  until  accident  occurred,  and  if 
defendant  gave  him  no  notice  of  nonpay- 


ment of  his  order  for  last  premium  in- 
stallment, he  was  'entitled  to  recover, 
although  said  installment  was  not  paid; 
but  the  question  as  to  whether  i-ailroad 
company  had  funds  in  its  hands  due 
plaintiff'  for  wages  for  May  or  June  was 
not  submitted  to  the  jury.  Held,  that 
said  instruction  was  erroneous,  as  under 
it  plaintiff'  might  have  been  in  railroad 
company's  employ  during  May  and  June, 
and  collected  all  wages  due  him  for  said 
employment,  and  still  be  entitled  to 
notice  from  the  insurance  company  that 
said  installment  was  not  paid. — Pacific 
Mut.  Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Walker.  53  S.  W. 
675. 

Delivery.  When  an  insurance  policy 
was  indorsed  on  back  as  begin- 
ning at  certain  time,  and  same  time  was 
stated  on  its  face,  but  there  was  pi'ovis- 
ion  on  its  face  that  it  was  not  to  take 
effect  until  issued  and  delivered  to  the  in- 
sured, after  it  has  been  issued  and  deliv- 
ered it  takes  effect  from  the  date  stated 
by  its  terms,  and  not  from  the  date  of 
delivery.— Gordon  v.  United  States  Cas- 
ualty Co.,  54  S.  W.  98. 

Double  In-  A  schedule  of  an  insurance 
demnity.  policy  pi'ovided  foi-  higher  rate 
of  recovery  for  injuries  re- 
ceived while  assured  was  passenger  on 
public  conveyance  than  for  other  injuries. 
Plaintiff's  arm  was  slightly  injured  while 
driving,  and  more  than  two  weeks  after, 
while  boarding  street  car,  he  received  a 
violent  jerk,  which  so  injured  his  arm 
that  he  consulted  a  doctor,  who  found 
the  arm  broken,  and  testified  that  if  it 
had  been  fractured  in  first  injury,  and  de- 
fendant had  exercised  it  or  lifted  with  it, 
it  would  have  been  displaced,  and  that 
new  bone  usually  formed  within  10  oi*  15 
days  after  such  fracture,  and  that  none 
had  formed  in  defendant's  arm.  Before 
second  injury,  plaintift''s  arm  was  un- 
bandaged,  but  afterwards  he  .was  com- 
pelled to  carry  it  in  a  sling,  and  was  com- 
pletely disabled.  Held,  that  accident  on 
street  car  was  cause  of  plaintiff's  injuries 
and  that  he  was  entitled  to  recover  at 
rate  allowed  for  injuries  received  while 
passenger   on  public  conveyance. — Same. 
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Tough  Under  policy  insuring  holder 
Meat,  against  '"bodily  injuries  sustained 
through  external,  violent,  and  ac- 
cidental means,"  but  excepting  "injuries, 
fatal  or  otherwise,  resulting  from  poison 
oi'  anything  accidentally  or  otherwise 
taken,  administered,  absorbed,  or  in- 
haled, *  *  *  or  any  disease  or  bodily 
infii-mity, "  and  providing  for  the  pay- 
ment to  his  legal  representatives  of  the 
full  amount  of  policy  in  case  of  death  re- 
sulting within  90  days  from  any  of  the  in- 
juries insured  against,  independently  of 
all  othei-  causes,  a  complaint  states  cause 
of  action  which  alleges  that  insured  sus- 
tained bodily  injuries  by  swallowing  cer- 
tain hard,  pointed,  and  resistant  sub- 
stances of  food,  which  accidentally,  by 
reason  of  weakened  condition  of  his  in- 
testinal tissues,  caused  by  an  illness  from 
which  he  had  otherwise  recovered,  and 
which  weakened  condition  was  unknown 
to  him,  so  perforated  and  wounded  his 
intestinal  canal  as  to  cause  his  death 
within  90  days.— Miller  v.  Fidelity  &  Cas- 
ualty Co.,  97  F.  836. 


Court  of  Appeals  Decision. 

A  STRANGER  TO  THE  CONTRACT  CANNOT  COLLECT. 

Christina  Wighton  was,  at  the  time  of  the 
insurance  of  the  policy  and  of  the  fire  herein- 
after I'eferred  to,  the  owner  of  the  undivided 
one-half  of  the  property  burned.  The  other 
half  belonged  jointly  to  the  defendants  in 
error  and  two  other  heirs,  who  were  made 
defendants  below.  She  and  her  husband 
made  an  application  for  insurance,  in  which 
they  represented  that  she  was  the  sole  owner 
of  the  property,  and  that  it  was  unincum- 
bered. Upon  this  application  a  policy  of  in- 
surance was  issued  by  the  plaintiff  in  error 
to  said  Christina  Wighton,  under  the  name  of 
C.  M.  Wighton,  based  upon  said  application,  and 
providing  that  "if  any  false  statements  were 
made  in  said  application,  or  if  the  property 
herein  named,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall  here- 
after become  mortgaged  or  incumbered,  or  if 
the  interest  of  the  assured  be  other  than  un- 
conditional and  sole  ownership,  then  and  in 
each  and  every  one  of  the  above  cases  this 
entire  policy  shall  be  null  and  void."  A  total 
loss  by  fire  occurred  to  the  property  during 
the  term  covered  by  said  policy  of  insurance. 
The  defendants  brought  an  action,   claiming 


that  said  policy  was  issued  to  the  said  Chris- 
tina Wighton  for  the  benefit  of  herself  and 
the  other  joint  owners  of  the  property,  and 
asking  judgment  for  their  proportion  of  the 
loss.  The  insurance  company  answered, 
denying  that  it  insured  any  interest  in  said 
property  save  that  of  the  applicant,  alleging 
that  the  policy  was  void  by  reason  of  false 
representations  in  the  application  therefor, 
and  pleading  a  full  settlement  of  all  claims 
under  said  policy  between  the  insurance  com- 
pany and  the  insured.  To  this  answer  the 
plaintiff  replied  with  a  general  denial,  and 
specially  denying  the  right  of  said  assured  to 
settle  said  claim,  and  that  the  said  settle- 
ment was  a  collusion,  conspiracy,  and  fraud 
entered  into  between  said  insurance  company 
and  said  Christina  Wighton  for  the  purpose 
of  cheating  and  defrauding  said  plaintiffs.  ' 
The  plaintiffs  recovered  a  judgment  from  the 
justice  of  the  peace  before  whom  the  case 
was  brought,  an  appeal  was  taken  to  the  dis- 
trict court,  a  jui-y  trial  had,  a  judgment  again 
recovered  by  the  plaintiffs,  and  the  action  is 
now  before  us  for  review. 

There  are  six  assignments  of  error  made  by 
the  plaintiff  in  error.  The  first  and  second 
eri'ors  alleged  are  in  overruling  motions,  for 
judgment  in  favor  of  the  defendant  for  the 
reason  that  there  was  no  evidence  to  justify  a 
finding  for  the  plaintiffs.  There  were  three 
defenses  made  by  the  defendant  to  the  claim 
of  the  plaintiffs,  either  of  which,  if  sustained, 
would  be  sufficient  to  defeat  a  recoveiw. 
These  are  well  stated  in  the  defendants  in 
error's  reply  brief :  (1)  That  the  interest  of 
the  defendants  in  error  was  not  insured  un- 
der the  policy  mentioned  in  the  bill  of  partic- 
ulars; (2)  that  the  policy  was  void  because  of 
false  statements  made  in  the  application  for 
insurance ;  (3)  that  the  loss  under  the  policy 
was  settled  with  Mrs.  Wighton  by  a  com- 
promise settlement. 

Was  the  interest  of  the  defendants  in  error 
insured  ?  There  is  no  intimation  in  the  policy 
that  the  interest  of  any  person  other  than  of 
Mrs.  C.  M.  Wighton  was  insured.  On  the 
contrary,  the  policy  expressly  provided,  "This 
companj'  shall  not  be  liable  beyond  the  actual 
cash  value  of  the  pioperty  at  the  time  any 
loss  or  damage  occurs,  or  the  interest  of  the 
assured  in  "the  pi'operty,  except  as  herein  pro- 
vided." Was  there  sufficient  evidence  to  jus- 
tify the  jury  in  finding  that  the  insurance 
company  ever  agreed  to  insure  the  interest  of 
the  defendants  in  error  in  said  property  ?  If 
so,  we  have  failed  to  find  it,  and  it  is  not 
pointed   out   by   the   defendants   in   error   in 
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theii- brief.  They  say  :  "Thei-e  was  evidence 
on  the  trial  tending:  to  show  facts  from  which 
the  jury  was  authorized  to  infer  and  find  the 
fact  of  an  agreement  or  understanding  be- 
tween Mrs.  Wighton  and  her  children  that 
she  would  keep  the  property  insured,  while 
she  occupied  it,  for  its  full  insurable  value, 
for  the  benefit  of  all  the  interested  parties  in 
it."  Conceding  this  to  be  true,  and  it  would 
only  show  their  authority  and  perhaps  her 
duty  to  do  so,  but  it  would  not  even  tend  to 
show  that  the  company  agreed  to  insure  their 
interest  in  the  property.  In  order  to  hold  the 
insurance  company,  there  must  be  some  obli- 
gation or  duty  on  its  part  upon  which  its 
liability  is  based.  None  of  the  cases  cited  by 
the  defendant  in  error  upon  this  proposition 
sustain  their  claim.  Neither  these,  nor  anj^ 
other  that  we  have  been  able  to  find,  go  to 
the  extent  of  holding  that  a  stranger  to  a 
policy  of  insurance  can  collect  thereon  simply 
because  he  owned  an  undivided  interest  in 
the  property  destroyed,  but  the  contrary  was 
recognized  as  the  law  in  Trustees  v.  Insur- 
ance Co.,  supra.  Our  views  upon  this  ques- 
tion render  a  consideration  of  the  other  ques- 
tions discussed  unnecessarj\  The  judgment 
of  the  district  court  is  reversed,  and  said 
court  directed  to  render  a  judgment  for  the 
plaintiff  in  error  herein. — Continental  Ins. 
Co.  V.  Maxwell  et  al.,  Kansas  C.  of  A. 


were  issued  that  it  came  under  a  liability  to 
a  license  to  the  other  political  corporations  by 
reason  of  the  is.suiug  of  the  policies  there, 
and  that  it  had  paid  the  same.  Judgment 
reversed." 


To  OBTAIN  a  favorable  verdict  from  a  jury  it 
is  not  necessary  for  a  policyholder  to  have 
paid  a  premium  within  a  year  of  the  time 
when  due.  Let  it  be  shown  that  he  paid  a 
single  premium,  or  fraction  thereof,  to  a  life 
insurance  company,  and  the  sj'mpathetic 
jury  will  promptly  award  the  widow  a  verdict 
for  all  that  her  scheming  attorney  claims. 
He  knows  that  it  will  be  cheaper  for  the  com- 
pany to  compromise,  which  will  insure  him  a 
fee. 

The  decision  of  the  lower  court  in  the  tax 
case  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans  versus  the 
Liverpool  and  London  and  Globe  has  been  re- 
versed by  the  supreme  court  of  Louisana  as 
follows:  "When  a  foreign  insurance  company 
is  chai-ged  by  the  authorities  of  the  City  of 
New  Orleans  (the  place  of  the  domicile  of  the 
company  and  of  its  state  agency)  with  a  city 
license  equal  in  amount  to  the  license  charged 
them  by  the  state  authorities  for  a  state 
license,  and  it  seeks  to  reduce  the  license  on 
the  ground  that  part  of  its  policies  were 
issued  in  localities  other  than  New  Orleans, 
it  assumes  the  obligation  of  showing  by  the 
facts    and  circumstances  under  which   they 


Knights  and  Ladies  of  Honor. 

Here  is  a  decline  of  raernbership  from  64,301 
with  $75,708,000  insurance  to  51,799  with 
$61,660,000.     All  in  a  year. 

This  is  not  a  cheerful  outlook. 

Income,  $1,340,619;  outgo,  $1,349,483.  This 
is  progressing  backwards. 

The  admitted  assets  are  $171,501.  The 
acknowledged  liabilities  are  $221,615.  This  is 
a  discouraging  deficit  of  $50,114.  There  is 
blood-red  handwriting  on  the  wall ! 


Ancient  Order  of  United  "Workmen. 

The  A.  O.  U.  W.  has  fallen  to  second  place 
among  the  fraternal  insurance  societies;  but 
it  is  still  slowly  advancing.  There  was  a  net 
gain  of  31,920  members  last  year,  bringing  the 
total  membership  up  to  some  386,500.  Cali- 
fornia made  a  gain  of  1,061;  Colorado,  a  loss; 
Utah,  etc,,  a  loss;  Oregon,  1,271  gain  ;  Nevada, 
1;  Montana,  170  loss;  Washington,  245  gain; 
British  Columbia,  47;  New  Mexico,  97.  There 
are  now  two  plans,  the  uniform  and  graded. 
A  majoritj'  of  the  jurisdictions  now  have  rates 
graded  according  to  age,  up  to  age  50.  Only 
twelve  assessments  can  be  levied  in  a  year, 
but  it  is  stipulated  that  only  the  number 
necessary  to  paj'  the  death  losses  in  the  juris- 
diction shall  be  levied.  This  is  a  weak 
feature,  which  deprives  the  rate  tables  of 
all  scientific  value.  The  rates  are  as  follows: 
^fifes.  Per  $1,000  Yearly. 

Monthly. 

18-24 $  .60 $  7.20 

25-29 65 7.80 

30-34 75 8.64 

35-39 83 9.96 

40-44 1.01 12.12 

45-49 1.31 15.72 

50         1.78 21.36 

In  addition  to  these  I'ates  there  are  lodge 
dues  and  the  admission  fee.  The  relief  fund, 
relied  on  to  keep  the  assessments  down  to 
twelve,  is  said  to  represent  an  annual  avail- 
able sum  of  over  $1,000,000."  To  create  this 
fund  every  member  is  liable  to  $3  per  annum. 
The  cost  of  the  so-called  insurance  furnished 
by  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  including  dues,  is  about 
the  net  cost  in  a  regular  life  insurance  com- 
pan}',  without  its  security,  cash  assets  and 
experienced  management. 


Protect  Your  Customers 

By  giving  them  CONTINENTAL 
Safety  Fund  Policies. 

Secured  by  net  surplvis  of  over 
four  millions  of  dollars. 

Important  advantage  of  inspec- 
tion by  experienced  men. 

Prompt  attention  to  adjust- 
ments ensured  by  organized 
force  of  traveling  men  neces- 
sitated by  the  Company's 
large  business. 

Forty-two  millions  of  dollars 
paid  for  losses  since  organi- 
zation, and  neai'ly  fifty  years 
of  business,  are  guarantees 
of  fMi"  treatment. 

Kvery  honest  loss  claimant 
paid  one  hundred  cents  on 
the.  dollar.     . 

No  Overhead 
Writing 


Protect  Yourself 


By  representing  the  Conti- 
nental. 

Does  not  write  over  the  heads, 
of  its  ag-ents. 

Has  no  "Annexes." 

Steadfastly  protects  its  loyal 
agents  against  dishonest  or 
unfair  practices. 

Will  make  a  commission  ar- 
rangement, sharing  with  you 
the  profits  of  your  agency. 

Liberally  furnishes  timely  ad- 
vertising matter. 

(xives  you  the  privilege  of 
writing  Tornado  Insurance. 
Has  a  fixed  policy  and  is  not 
a  "fair  weather  "  fi-iend;  that 
is,  does  not  withdi'aw,  as 
many  companies  do,  when 
local  rate  wars  occur. 

Protects  Its 
Loyal  Agents 


Continental  Fire  Ins.  Co. 

Continental  Building^  New  York. 
Rialto  Building,  Chicago,  Illinois. 


D.  W.   GRAVES,  Special  Agent  for  California, 

P.  O.  Box  2536  SAN  FRANCISCO.  Cal. 

F.  P.  WILSON,  Special  Agent, 

P.  O.  Box  926.  LOS  ANGELES.  Cal. 

W.  A.  WILLIAMS,  Special  Agent, 

For  Washington,  Oregon  and  Idaho.  P.  O..Box  750.  PORTLAND,  Ore. 

F.   H.   RHOADS,  Special  Agent, 

For  Colorado,  Wyoming,  Utah,  New  /lexico  and  flontana. 
P.  O.  Box   1432.  DENVER.  Colo. 
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Violation  of  a  Good  Old  Precedent. 

The  insurance  laws  of  fifty  statea  more 
Of  less— nearly  all  copies  of  the  original, 
more  or  less  verbatim — provide  in  sub- 
stance that  the  insurance  superintendent 
shall  know  nothing  of  insurance.  Con- 
gress, legislating  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,  proposes  to  ignore  this  good 
old  precedent,  so  far  as  the  insurance 
superintendent's  clerk  is  concei'ned.  The 
new  insurance  supervision  bill  expressly 
provides  that  the  superintendent's  chief 
clerk  shall  be  "an  expert  on   insurance." 


The  Worship  of  Big  Things. 

Editor  Coast  Review: 

We  are  full  of  these  superstitions  of  sense, 
the  worship  of  magnitude. — Emerson. 

Americans  bow  the  knee  to  the  gross. 
It  is  a  national  weakness.  In  the  indi- 
vidual it  is  a  survival;  or,  if  you  like, 
atavism.  Defei'ence  to  mere  size  is  a 
characteristic  of  childhood.  As  a  nation, 
as  a  people,  we  are  still  in  the  childhood 
stage.  Size,  number,  area,  mass, 
wealth,  position,  appeals  to  the  imagina- 
tion with  a  force  which  dominates  the 
understanding.  As  individuals,  we  de- 
light in  or  are  in  awe  of  mere  size.  It  is 
not  a  creditable  weakness. 

Lombroso  wrote  technical  books  on  de- 
generation. Nordau  drew  his  inspiration 
therefrom  and  wrote  a  popular  work  on 
the  same  subject.  The  sum  of  it  all — of 
the  learned  research  of  the  one  and  the 
fanciful  speculation  of  the  other — is  that 
degeneration  is  a  decline  and  a  reversion 
to  original  types  of  ignorance,  brutality 
and  animality.     It  is  going  backwards. 

The  primitive  man  worshipped  big 
things.  The  great  beast,  the  lofty  tree, 
the  broad  river,  the  crashing  thunder, 
the  snow-crowned  mountain,  the  spouting 
volcano,  were  all,  and  are  to-day  among 
savage  tribes,  worshipped  as  gods  or  their 
abiding  places.  Atavism  prompts  civi- 
lized men  to-day,  especially  those  with 
degenerate  tendencies,  to  defer  to  size,  to 
noise,  to  sham,  to  mock  reputation,  to 
boasting,  to  accumulated  wealth,  and  to 
big  figures.'  The  managers  of  yellow  jour- 
nals recognize  the  existence  of  this  weak- 


ness in  human  nature,  and  they  cater  to 
it  with  "sound  and  fury,"  with  big  sen- 
sations, with  "shrieking"  headlines. 
Their  pleased  readers  are  degenerates. 

Any  man  who  is  led  to  place  his  life  in- 
surance, or  make  any  sort  of  investment, 
with  an  institution  merely  because  it  is 
"  the  largest,  "  is  certainly  a  degenerate. 
He  yields  his  judgment  to  an  impression 
made  on  his  senses.  He  is  dazzled  by  a 
row  of  figures:  he  is  hypnotized  by  sound- 
ing brag.  He  confesses  to  an  intellectual 
unfitness  to  examine  comparative  figures, 
to  contrast  different  policies,  and  to  weigh 
relative  merits.  Mentally,  he  is  a  sheep, 
following  the  decoy  bell-wether,  perhaps 
to  be  sheared  of  his  fleece  when  the  bars 
are  put  up  behind  him. 

Mere  size  is  less  a  sign  of  strength  and 
endurance  in  the  financial  world  than 
even  in  the  material  world.  The  bar  of 
steel  is  stronger  than  the  bigger  bar  of 
iron.  The  smaller  hickoi'y  and  oak  ai"e 
much  stronger  than  the  larger  pine  and 
redwood.  A  man  can  outwalk  a  horse. 
The  smaller  man,  as  a  rule,  outlives  the 
larger.  The  largest  bank  in  Scotland 
failed.  The  largest  casualty  company  in 
America  failed.  The  Great  Eastern  was 
a  failure.  In  life  insurance  and  in  finance 
mere  size  can  not,  of  course,  be  urged 
against  any  corporation;  and,  on  the  oth- 
er hand,  it  can  not  be  fairly  urged,  by  it- 
self, in  its  behalf.  Only  a  degenerate  will 
deliberately  place  his  money  with  an  in- 
stitution on  the  sole  ground  of  its  size. 
He  is  moved  by  those  secret  springs  of 
conduct  which  have  their  base  in  a  bar- 
barous oi"  arboreal  ancestry. 

MODERATE. 


The  only  American  state  whei-e  under- 
writers are  undoubtedly  fi'ee  to  make  a 
contract  is  the  state  of  matrimony. 

Fire  insurance  rates  should  always  be 
like  water  at  32  degrees — stiffening. 

Sixty-nine  fraternal  insurance  soci- 
eties do  business  in  Michigan  and  report 
to  the  state  insurance  department.  In 
addition  to  this,  thirty-nine  life  and  acci- 
dent business  insurance  associations  help 
the  Michiganders  kill  time. 
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The   Manhattan    Life    Insurance    Company's 
Fifty  Years  Record. 

Here  is  a  g-ood  i-ecord.  From  its  or- 
g-anization  in  1850  to  January  1,  1900,  the 
Manhattan  Life  Insurance  Company  has 
received  from  its  policyholders  $55,7(53,- 
053.  In  the  fifty  years  it  has  paid  to  its 
policyholders  $45,346,055.  It  holds  assets 
amounting  to  $15,803,962.  This  makes  a 
total  of  $61,150,017,  which  is  $5,386,964 
more  than  the  premiums.  It  is  a  fine 
record  of  trusteeship.  All  expenses  have 
been  paid  out  of  the  interest  earnings,  all 
death,  endowment  and  other  claims  have 
been  paid,  amounting  to  over  forty-five 
millions,  and  there  is  left  a  goodly  bal- 
ance exceeding  five  millions. 

The  Manhattan  Life  is  a  strong  com- 
pany, with  a  surplus  of  $1,626,741.  It 
made  gains,  last  year,  in  surplus,  in 
assets,  in  income,  in  insurance  written 
and  in  insurance  in  force.  It  is  a  pros- 
perous and  popular  company. 

Various  attractive  up-to-date  policy 
forms  are  issued  by  the  Manhattan  Life. 
Every  need  of  life  insurance  protection  is 
met  by  a  Manhattan  contract,  with  lib- 
eral and  modern  features,  and  thirty 
days  grace  in  the  payment  of  premiums. 

The  veteran  life  insurance  man,  John 
Landers,  is  the  manager  for  this  field. 


The  Sun  Insurance  Office. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Sun  Insui-- 
ance  Office  presents  the  following  grand 
totals: 

Assets,  $10,327,965,  divided  as  follows: 
Capital  paid  up.  $600,000;  general  reserve, 
$5,750,000:  special  reserve,  $500,000;  div- 
idend reserve,  $500,000;  reserve  for  risks 
not  yet  expired,  $2,055,270;  investment 
reserve,  $229,765;  pension  fund,  $201,645; 
balance  at  credit  of  profit  and  loss 
account,  $491,280. 

Net  premium  income,  $5,138,180;  losses 
paid  and  outstanding,  $3,079,955,  which 
is  at  the  rate  of  60  {)er  cent.  Expenses  of 
management  were  35  per  cent.  This 
leaves  an  underwriting  profit  on  the 
year's  transactions.  The  Sun,  as  com- 
pared with  fire  offices  generally  through- 


out   the    world,    has   been    exceptionally 
fortunate. 

The  United  States  branch  is,  propor- 
tionally, equally  well  fortified  against  any 
adversity,  in  the  matter  of  assets  and 
sui-plus.  The  Sun  has  $2,616,935  invested 
in  this  country,  and  over  a  million  of  this 
sum  is  surplus.  A  large  business  is  trans- 
acted in  the  United  States.  The  favor- 
able loss  experience  of  recent  years  met' 
with  an  exception  last  year,  however,  as 
was  the  general  experience. 

On  the  Pacific  Coast  the  Sun  is  now 
represented  by  the  well  known  firm  of 
J.  B.  F.  Davis  &  Son,  general  agents. 
These  gentlemen  assumed  charge  Septem- 
ber 1,  last  year,  and  it  is  therefore  too 
soon  to  comment  on  their  figures.  They 
were  able,  however,  to  show  a  reduced 
loss  ratio  as  compared  with  the  Sun's 
figui'es  for  the  previous  year  in  the  same 
tei'ritory. 

Fighting  Fire  in  Heidelberg,  Germany. 

The  following  interesting  letter,  fi-om 
an  American  student  in  Heidelberg,  Ger- 
many, written  to  his  mother,  recently 
appeai-ed  in  an  Eastern  countrj^  weekly. 
We  are  indebted  to  a  special  agent 
for  the  letter,  which  we  reproduce 
herewith.  The  reader,  however,  is  re- 
minded that  the  buildings  in  Germany  are 
altogether  different  in  materials  and  con- 
struction from  those  in  America.  The 
German  fire  insurance  companies  make 
money.  Nowhere  in  the  world  do  the  fire 
dejjartments  compare  with  those  in  this 
country,  in  equipment,  efficiency  and 
speedy  work;  and  nowhere  else  are  such 
superior  qualities  so  much  needed.  The 
statement  that  the  German  firemen  re- 
fused to  remove  goods  because  insured,  is 
surprising.     But  here  is — 

THE  STUDENT'S  LETTER. 
A  factory  caught  tire  one  night  at  ten 
o'clock,  a  corner  room,  scarcely  enough  to  turn 
in  an  alarm  for,  but  it  was  turned  in  all  the 
same.  The  alarm  was  a  bugle  call,  that 
sounded  like  a  beginner's  first  efforts. 
Twenty  minutes  later,  along  came  a  dozen  or 
fifteen  men,  walking  as  if  they  were  being 
dragged  to  church  by    their   fraus,    dragging 
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between  them  a  couple  of  push-carts  on  two 
wheels,  like  the  peanut  stands  at  the  field: 
and  that  was  the  fire  department.  And 
Heidelberg 

A   CITY  OF  20,000 

besides!  Well,  what  was  on  those  trucks 
you'll  find  in  our  barn  or  tool  house  at  home— 
a  couple  of  bum  ladders,  a  mess  of  rope,  an  ax, 
a  few  garden  tools,  and  a  couple  of  buckets. 
O,  yes,  there  was  a  hose  reel  surmounting 
all— really  a  very  formidable  looking  reel  it 
was,  too,  for  it  took  two  men  to  remove  the 
same  and  carry  it  to  the  hydrant  to  make  the 
connections.  Why,  there  must  have  been  at 
least  a  couple  hundred  feet  of  two-inch  pipe 
on  the  reel,  and  then  came  the  very  compli- 
cated process  of  effecting  the  connections. 

Ever  since  I've   been   hei'S   I've   wondered 
where  in  time  they  kept  their 

FIRE    HYDRANTS 

for  I've  never  seen  one  in  the  whole  place. 
I  found  out.  The  men  with  the  reel  dug  up  a 
trap  in  the  street  and  stuck  down  the  hole  a 
hydrant  they  brought  from  the  emerociicy  van, 
anrt  then  one  of  them  began  to  screw  the 
thing  into  place,  and  he  screwed  for  his  life 
before  it  was  screwed  home ;  and  then  the 
task  of  screwing  on  the  pipe  !  The  other  man 
screwed  for  his  life  this  time.  Next  they 
reeled  off  enough  hose  to  reach  to  the  nearest 
window,  and  set  a  third  man  unscrewing  for 
his  life.  (Precious  little  hose  in  the  city,  so 
the  idea  of  a  little  slack  for  emergencies  was 
not  to  be  thought  of.)  Fireman  No.  4  hei'e 
came  up  from  the  go-cart  with  a  nozzle  in  his 
hand,  and  it  was  up  to  him  to  screw  for  his 
life.  So  much  for  the  adjusting  of  one  hose. 
Four  times  as  long,  of  course,  for  four  hose, 
because  with  these  people  it's  distinctly  "one 
thing  at  a  time,  and  that  done  well,"  or 
otherwise — but  anyway  one  thing  at  a  time. 

"When  all  was  ready,  the  windows,  every 
itnc,  were  smashed  in  with  great  diligence, 
and  immediately  in  the  impi-oved  draft  the 
flames  began  to  roar  and  spread.     Then 

FOUR  LITTLE  STREAMS 

began  to  squirt  into  the  incandescent  places 
where  it  would  do  no  good,  but  it  never 
dawned  on  the  fire-fighters  to  keep  the  fire 
back  by  soaking  what  had  not  already  caught. 
The  fire  advanced.  A  fireman  wanted  to 
squirt  through  another  window,  but  his  pipe 
wasn't  long  enough.  So  while  another  man 
held  the  squirter  he  went  to  the  hydrant, 
shut  off  the  water,  and  then  went  in  search 
of  another  length  of  hose,   while   the   other 


fellow  yelled  bloody  murder  at  him  through  a 
ti'umpet.  After  five  minutes'  hunting  he 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  all  the  hose  was 
in  use,  so  he  ambled  back  and  gave  his  friend 
theiwater  again. 

In  the  meantime  some  of  the  students  had 
been  going  through  the  building  and  rooted 
out  a  lot  of  dangerous  chemicals  before  the 
department  appeared  on  the  scene.  They 
were  at  the  work  when  three  or  four  firemen 
came  into  the  building,  and  the  students 
pointed  to  several  bales  of  cotton  and  rags 
and  asked  them  to  take  them  out ;  refused 
because  the  stuff  was  insured,  and  though 
thei-e  was  ample  time  to  save  a  heap  of  truck, 
nothing  was  gotten  out  except  what  the 
students  rescued, 

BECAUSE  OF  THE  INSURANCE. 

As  a  sequel  a  block  of  houses  adjoining  went 
up  in  smoke.  Next  morning  the  fire  was 
still  going  at  a  lively  pace,  and  a  photographer 
ventured  forth  to  snap  the  same.  The  whole 
brigade  then  on  duty  dropped  everything 
and  lined  before  the  camera  for  the  picture, 
which  is  now  on  exhibition  down  town. 

"There  are  some  other  queer  things  about 
the  performance,  too.  A  half  hour  after  the 
department  began  work,  along  came  a  platoon 
ofsojer  hoys  from  the  barracks,  in  full  uniform, 
guns  and  all,  on  double  quick  (two  miles  an 
hour  in  Deutschland),  and  proceeded  to  stand 
guard,  I  suppose  to  keep  any  of  the  fire  from 
sneaking  away.  Then  there  were  men  with 
drums,  and  more  men  with  bugles  and  cor- 
nets, and  they  also  stood  guard  at  various 
points  for  some  dark  and  obscure  purpose. 
But  to  what  class  of  criminals 

THE  BAND  PLAYERS 

belonged  no  one  could  possibly  tell,  for  they 
were  a  very  subtle  and  suspicious  lot  of  men. 
Bye  and  bye,  say  twelve  houi-s,  there  was 
little  left  to  burn,  so  the  firemen  quit  active 
service  and  just  stood  around  to  watch.  They 
left  the  hose  with  the  water  still  running, 
squirting  holes  into  the  street.  So  they 
stood  by  relays  for  the  next  four  days,  until 
the  ruins  decided  to  stop  smoking.  Then  the 
police  relieved  them,  and  for  two  days  more 
they  stood  watch.  After  the  fire  was  quite 
cold  it  dawned  upon  some  one  that  the  street 
was  dangerous  to  passers,  so  it  was  roped  off; 
ruins  cold,  mind  you.  O,  yes,  more  I've  for- 
gotten to  tell.  After  an  hour's  work,  when 
the  fire  was  leaping  along  in  fantastic  strides, 
some  philanthropist  sei-ved  coffee  to  the  fire- 
men ;  evei'y  one  of  them  quit   work   instantly 
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for  refreshments  except  four  who  were  on  top 
of  a  neighboring  house  and  didn't  know  of  the 
collation.  The  fire  chief  was  there,  of  course, 
superintending.  Easy  enough  to  spot  him, 
for  he  was  always  attended,  like  a  Chinese 
prince,  by  a  satellite,  who  bore  through  snow 
and  ice  the  banner  with  this  strange  device, 
"Commandant!"  and  at  the  top  of  the  long- 
staff  a  lantern  to  light  up  the  mystic  sign- 
board. 

Now  that's  all  true,  every  bit  of  it.  I 
didn't  dare  give  way  to  embellishment,  be- 
cause I  was  afraid  you'd  think  I  was  giving 
you  a  grand  jolly  and  a  fairy  tale  withal. 

Fraternal  Insurance  in  Danger. 

"te.mpok.vkv    ixsuhance   only  is   being    fuu- 

NISHED"— VIEWS  OF  COMMISSIONER   SCOFIELD 
OF    CONNECTICUT. 

The  following  thoughtful  comments  on 
fraternal  insurance  are  taken  from  part  3  of 
the  Connecticut  insurance  report  on  secret  or 
fraternal  societies. 

Commissioner  Scofield  does  not  hesitate  to 
say  that  if  the  present  plan  is  persisted  in  it 
will  result  in  failure.  We  believe  that  there 
is  a  great  future  for  fraternal  insurance  if 
sound  principles  are  adopted.  But  all  frater- 
nal insurance  societies  now  in  existence  are 
doomed  to  extinction  if  they  do  not  quickly 
reorganize  on  the  basis  of  graded  rates  and 
legal  reserves. 

We  quote  from  the  commissioner's  general 
remarks  as  follows: 

EXPENSES    ADVANCING,   GAINS  AHE  FALLING  OFF. 

The  returns  of  fraternal  societies,  consid- 
ered as  a  whole,  show  some  increase  of  insur- 
ance in  force  at  the  end  of  the  year,  but  the 
fact  appears  very  clearly  that  the  gain  is  con- 
siderably less  than  in  former  years,  and  also 
show  that  the  expense  of  management  is  on 
an  increase  wholly  disproportionate  to  the  in- 
crease in  business.  It  likewise  appears  that 
there  has  been  a  substantial  increase  of  the 
cost  of  insurance  made  necessary  by  the  in- 
creasing annual  mortality. 

Many  of  these  societies  have  now  reached, 
and  all  of  them,  I  think,  will  soon  reacih,  an 
age  when  the  same  problem  that  has  con- 
fronted all  other  systems  of  assessment  insur- 
ance guaranteeing  the  payment  of  a  stip- 
ulated sum  at  death,  will  have  to  be  met  and 
solved,  and  that  is,  can  any  plan  of  life  insur- 
ance that  fails  to  make  ample  provision  by 
way  of  a  reserve  fund  to  meet  the  inevitable 


contingency    of    increasing     mortality     long 
survive  ? 

INSURANCE   AT   LOWER   COST. 

It  is  unquestionably  true  that  insurance 
can  be  furnished  through  the  medium  of 
fraternal  societies  at  less  cost  to  the  insured 
than  is  possible  in  a  regular  company,  provid- 
ing there  exists  such  a  sti-ong  spirit  of  f  rater- 
nalism  as  to  cause  the  members  to  be  zealous 
in  increasing  and  maintaining  the  member- 
ship, thus  saving  the  cost  attendant  upon  the 
procuring  of  new  business.  There  is,  with 
these  societies,  also  a  saving  of  expense  in 
the  matter  of  salaries,  taxes,  rents,  and  de- 
partment fees  and  charges,  all  of  which  tend 
to  the  reduction  of  the  cost  of  insurance. 
But  as  to  all  other  elements  entering  into  the 
premium  or  assessment,  assuming  that  equal 
care  is  exercised  in  the  selection  of  lives, 
they  occupy  precisely  the  same  position,  and 
should  be  controlled  by  the  same  principles  as 
obtain  in  the  plan  or  system  of  level  premium 
insurance. 

NECESSITY    OF    A    RESERVE. 

Whatever  the  plan  of  whole  life  insurance, 
the  mortality  experience  will  be  the  same, 
and  there  is  no  logical  reason  why,  if  it  is 
necessary  to  provide  for  it  in  one  case,  it 
should  not  be  in  the  other.  Experience  has 
clearly  demonstrated  the  necessity  of  a  re- 
serve to  meet  and  provide  for  increasing 
mortality,  and  mathematical  calculations 
have  determined  that  nothing  short  of  the 
reserve  now  required  by  law  will  give  any 
reasonable  assurance  of  answering  the  needs 
of  the  case.  The  sooner  these  associations 
and  their  membei's-ai-e  brought  to  a  i-ealiza- 
tion  of  what  should  be  done  in  this  respect, 
and  to  take  intelligent  action  in  doing  the 
necessary  thing,  the  better  it  will  be  for  all 
concerned. 

FRATERNAL  INSURANCE   IS   NOW   ONLY   TEM- 
PORARY. 

If  the  present  plan  is  persisted  in,  it  will 
result  in  stranding  on  the  shore  of  disappoint- 
ment many  thousands  of  insurants  who  now 
rest  content  in  the  belief  that  their  certif- 
icates will  give  to  their  dependents  all  the 
beneficent  fruits  of  true  life  insurance,  while 
the  fact  is  that  temporary  insurance  only  is 
being  furnished.  If  it  is  the  purpose  of  the 
state,  as  it  certainly  should  be,  to  extend  its 
protecting  arm  so  as  to  afford  [  reasonable 
security  to  the  insuring  public,  then  the  law 
should  be  made  to  provide  that   no  company. 
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association,  or  society  shall  write  any  kind  or 
form  of  life  insurance  affecting  to  pay  a  stip- 
ulated amount  at  death  without  being  sub- 
ject to  the  law  in  the  matter  of  a  reserve. 
As  the  laws  now  are  in  respect  to  all  forms  of 
assessment  insurance  no  such  requirement 
exists.  These  companies  and  societies  are 
permitted  to  write  contracts  which  are  known 
to  all  who  are  familiar  with  the  business  of 
insurance  to  be  impossible  of  fulfillment  as 
affording  continuous  insurance.  Such  a  con- 
dition should  not  longer  continue,  but  legis- 
lation should  speedily  be  had  to  remedy  this 
acknowledged  defect. 


Scottish  Union  &  National. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Scottish  Union  & 
National  Ins.  Co.  shows  the  possession  of  a 
total  of  $24,874,450  assets.  Of  this  sum,  f  19,- 
978,970  represents  the  liabilities  of  the  life 
department,  leaving  the  gross  fire  assets 
!S4,895,4S0.  The  paid-up  capital  is  *1, 500,000; 
the  fire  premium .  reserve  is  $1,400,000,  and 
the  general  reserve,  $1,175,000.  The  fire  pre- 
miums last  year  were  $2,709,955;  the  losses 
were  $1,866,825,  or  nearly  69  per  cent.,  which 
is  about  the  general  average  the  world  over 
for  1899.  The  United  States  branch  reports 
the  following  figures:  Assets,  $4,063,484;  sur- 
plus, $1,914,984;  premiums,  $2,199,400;  losses 
incurred,  $1,702,262. 

The  Pacific  Coast  branch,  under  the  man- 
agement of  R.  C.  Medcraft,  general  agent, 
makes  a  handsome  showing,  with  $201,504 
premiums,  and  a  loss  ratio  of  only  48  per  cent. 
Since  General  Agent  Medcraft  assumed 
charge  in  February,  1897,  the  Scottish  Union 
has  been  doing  an  increasing  and  profitable 
business  in  this  field. 


In  Its  Thirty-Third  Year. 

The  Pacific  INIutual  had  rounded  out  thirty- 
two  years  of  successful  operation  on  the  day 
when  the  last  year  of  the  present  century 
was  just  two  days  old.  We  are  pretty  nearly 
sure  its  first  policy  was  written  on,  or  about, 
January  2,  1868.  It  was  upon  the  life  of 
Lelaiid  Stanford,  at  that  time  president  of 
the  Central  Pacific  K.  R.  Co.  Governor  Stan- 
ford became  the  company's  first  president, 
and  two  of  his  famous  associates  in  railwaj' 
enterprises,  Mark  Hopkins  and  Charles  Crock- 
er, were  elected  to  serve  on  its  first  board  of 
directors.  Of  the  original  body  of  thirty-one 
incorporators,  twenty-three  have  joined  the 
silent  majority-.  Of  the  first  board  of  directors, 
three -^Samuel   Lavenson,   D.    W.    Earl    and 


James  Carolan— are  yet  taking  an  active  in- 
terest in  the  company's  management  as 
directors.  In  1881  the  Pacific  Mutual  removed 
its  head  offices  to  San  Francisco,  from  Sac- 
ramento, where  the  company  had  been  formed 
and  seen  thirteen  years  of  sturdy  local 
growth.  In  that  year  the  income  of  the  com- 
pany was  less  than  $3.50,000,  while  in  1899  it 
was  $1,600,000.  Now  its  agencies  flourish  in 
thirty-eight  states  and  territories.  In  the 
last  month  of  the  company's  thirty-second 
year,  these  agencies  submitted  applications 
for  life  insurance  to  the  amount  of  $1,000,000. 


Attractions  at  Our  Lodge. 

Saturday  Night  Lodge  No.  777,411.  At  the 
next  meeting  there  will  be  a  wood-sawing 
contest,  a  cake-walk,  and  an  exhibition  of 
legerdemain.  The  bean-bag  drawing  will 
take  place  as  usual.  Prizes  will  be  awarded 
the  best  dressed  lady  and  gentleman.  The 
guessing  contest  will  be  conducted  by 
Brother  Jonathan.  The  booby  prize  is  a 
dandy.  Birthday  cakes  will  be  presented  to 
every  member  born  in  the  dark  of  the  June 
moon,  according  to  the  perpetual  calendar. 
Partners  for  supper  will  be  selected  in  this 
way:  the  ladies  will  be  on  one  side  of  a 
screen,  and  the  gentlemen  on  the  other. 
Each  gentleman  will  throw  a  ball  over  the 
screen,  and  the  lady  catching  it  will  be  his 
partner.  The  judges  will  award  prizes  to  the 
makers  of  the  best  two  dried-apple  pies. 
The  noble  brother  of  the  grand  recorder,  who 
will  ofHciate,  w-ill  deliver  a  few  telling  re- 
marks on  the  superiority  of  fraternal  insur- 
ance over  old  line  insui'ance.  The  noble 
bi'other  promises  to  name  the  life  insurance 
president  who  receives  one  million  dollars 
salary.  Come  one,  come  all,  both  short  and 
tall,  to  our  new  hall,  and  keep  the  ball  roll- 
ing. John  Smith,  Keeper  of  the  Outer 
Gate. — Redwood  Logger. 


The  Ohio  legislature  has  passed  a  law  pro- 
hibiting companies  from  combining  for  the 
i-egulation  of  commissions— ^which  no  com- 
panies do,  by  the  way.  Several  states  now 
have  such  laws.  They  may  be  cited  as  illus- 
trating the  influence  of  local  agents,  exerted 
in  a  wrong  direction.  There  is  a  storj'  of  a 
greedy  man  who  killed  the.  goose  which  laid 
golden  eggs.  It  is  within  the  range  of  pos- 
sibility that  some  day  the  companies  ma}'  con- 
clude to  dispense  with  local  agents,  and  sub- 
stitute special  agents. 
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The  Don't  "Worry  Club. 

There  is  said  to  be  a  century  club  in 
Chicago,  the  members  of  which  have  re- 
solved to  so  order  their  daily  lives  as  to 
live  to  be  a  century  old  if  possible.  There 
are  radical  differences  ol  views  as  to  the 
means,  as  regards  both  diet  and  exercise; 
but  all  agree  that  worry  is  an  enemy  to 
length  of  life.  The  members' may  there- 
fore be  said  to  compose  a  "don't  worry" 
club. 

But  to  profit  by  such  membership,  one 
should  not  wait  until  70  or  80  years  old. 
The  first  step  or  requirement  should  be 
the  protection  of  life  and  accident  insur- 
ance. Younger  men,  at  least,  and  their 
wives  as  well,  cannot  be  "don't  worry" 
members  in  good  standing  unless  shielded 
by  insurance. 

Industrial  Insurance. 

The  issuance  of  small  life  policies, 
without  medical  examinations,  originally 
for  the  employes  of  various  kinds  of  in- 
dustrial enterprises,  is  known  as  indus- 
trial life  insurance.  There  are  six  life 
offices  in  the  United  States  engaged  in 
this  branch  of  business.  They  do  an 
immense  amount  of  good.  Their  benefi- 
ciaries are  as  a  rule  very  poor  but  pru- 
dent and  worthy  people.  The  premium 
receipts  on  industrial  policies  in  this  coun- 
try last  year  amounted  in  round  figures 
to  $55,000,000.  The  insurance  in  force  is 
over  a  billion  and  a  half.  The  average 
policy  is  about  $150.  The  number  of  in- 
sured persons,  young  and  old,  is  over 
10,000,000.  The  expenses  of  so  much  can- 
vassing, and  of  weekly  collections,  are  of 
course  high. 

The  Pacific  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co. 
of  California  has  successfully  engaged  in 
the  industrial  business,  and  already  has 
$12,000,000  in  force  in  that  depai-tment. 
Superintendent  Miller  is  producing  fine 
results,  with  the  active  co-operation  of  a 
large  and  increasing  staft'  of  workers  in 
this  Coast  field.  

The  Mutual  Benefit  Life  recently 
lost  the  second  policyholder  who  had 
passed  the  tabular  limit  of  life  (96 
years) — Benj.  C.  Miller,  a  director. 


"Perpetual"  Life  Insurance  Policies. 

In  the  very  old,  brick-built  commu- 
nities of  the  East  a  deposit  of  a  consid- 
erable sum  will  secure  a  policy  on  a  build- 
ing, the  company  assuming  the  risk  for 
the  use  of  the  money.  The  policyholder 
can  draw  his  deposit  at  any  time,  at  a  dis- 
count of  5  per  cent.,  on  the  surrender  of 
his  policy.  For  certain  classes  of  hazards, 
in  limited  and  well  pi-otected  areas,  this 
peculiar  method  of  insurance  is  satisfac- 
tory, though  the  rate,  which  is  the  inter- 
est earned  on  the  deposit  is  small. 

A  subsci'iber  ventures  to  suggest  that 
some  enterprising  life  company  might 
supply  a  real  want  by  offering  a  "perpet- 
ual" life  policy.  The  idea  of  our  cor- 
respondent is  that  there  are  always  many 
thrifty  men  who  for  a  shoi-t  or  long 
period  find  it  difficult  or  undesirable  to 
invest  their  savings.  They  would  prefer 
to  deposit  it  in  the  bank  of  life  insurance, 
with  an  agreement  to  return  the  pi'em- 
ium  or  premiums  on  demand,  less  a  small 
discount  perhaps,  and  a  further  agree- 
ment to  pay  a  sum,  fixed  or  progressive, 
in  the  event  of  death.  Such  a  policy 
might  prove  popular  with  an  industrious 
and  saving  class  who  distrust  banks  gen- 
erally and  who  are  indifferent  to  the 
small  interest  paid  by  savings  banks  or 
earned  on  investments  in  perfectly  safe 
bonds. 

Any  company  acting  on  this  suggestion 
will  please  send  us  a  letter  of  thanks  and 
an  order  for  a  page  advertisement. 


'  'The  Hermit  " "  is  unearthed  I  Circum  - 
stantial  evidence,  which  grave  and  rev- 
erend judges  esteem  the  strongest,  points 
to  the  editor  of  Insurance  Field,  of  the 
dark  and  bloody  ground,  as  the  author  of 
"The  Hermit"  series  of  misinformation  in 
a  New  York  illustrated  weekly.  An 
editor  who  wants  fire  locals  to  renew  pol- 
icies for  5  per  cent,  commission  is  quite 
capable  of  being  "The  Hermit." 


Portland,  Or,  March  3,  1900. 

I  consider  the  Coast  Review  the  best  insurance  publi. 

cation  that  1  know  of.     Although  every  life  agent  should 

Iteep  rustling,  the  time  is  well  spent  in  reading  '('(/;/ 

jiftt/c  of  your  paper.  Frank  McFarland. 
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Take  Down  That  Sign. 

A  few  of  the  British  papers  still  contain 
the  misleading  advertisement  of  Manager 
Haldeman  of  the  British  department  of 
the  Mutual  Life  of  New  York.  The  adver- 
tisement endeavors  to  convey  the  im- 
pression that  the  Mutual  deserves  the 
credit  of  introducing  surrender  values  in 
life  insui'ance;  whereas,  it  was  about  the 
last  company  to  give  surrender  values. 
The  Spectator  and  the  Finance  and  In- 
surance Chronicle,  lying  on  our  desk, 
contain  this  discreditable  advertisement 
fathered"  by  D.  C.  Haldeman.  The  in- 
telligent Britisher,  knowing  the  facts, 
will  draw  conclusions  not  creditable  to 
the  Mutual    nor  to  its  British   manager. 


Transatlantic  Topics. 

The  feature  of  Caledonian  Jottings,  April 
issue,  is  a  good  portrait  and  short  biographical 
sketch  of  T.  H.  Hoff,  of  Newliston,  who 
joined  the  board  of  the  Caledonian  Insurance 
Company  in  ISTO,  having  thus  been  a  director 
for  thirty  years. 

The  Councillor  and  Guardian  has  discovered 
that  so  far  back  as  18()1  the  city  corporation  of 
London  established  a  guarantee  fund  for  the 
insurance  of  citizens'  property.  The  income 
of  the  fund  arose  from  corporate  lands  and 
ground  rents  and  from  premium  charges. 
This  scheme,  it  appears,  actually  got  to  work, 
but  was  discontinued  after  a  year's  trial. 

Owners  of  road  locomotives  in  England  have 
long  been  under  a  legal  obligation  to  pay  com- 
pensation for  damages  caused  by  the  emission 
of  sparks,  while  owners  of  railroad  loco- 
motives are  exempt  from  all  liabilit3^  A  bill 
will  be  pressed  before  Parliament  at  the 
present  session  to  equalize  the  law  by  placing 
railroad  engines  on  an  equal  footing,  in  the 
matter  of  liability,  with  the  traction  engines. 

f'TKANGE    ACCIDENT. 

A  publican  of  Kotherhithe,  England,  met 
with  a  strange  death  recently.  The  un- 
fortunate landlord  attached  a  canvas  fire 
escape  to  a  window  in  the  fifth  stoi-y  of  his 
hotel,  and  about  the  same  time  discovered 
that  some  person  was  holding  the  apparatus 
away  from  the  building.  He  then  attached 
himself  and  started  to  slide  down  on  the 
escape,  on  a  voyage  of  discovery.  His  body 
was  found  later  impaled  on  some  ii'on  pikes 
which  surround  the  house. 


DEATU    AND    BIKTH    RATES    IN    IKELAND. 

Irish  vital  statistics  are  not  encouraging. 
In  the  March  quarter  there  were  registei'ed 
in  the  S29  registrars'  districts  26,345  births— 
a  number  equal  to  an  annual  birth-rate  of 
23.4  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  — and 
31.178  deaths,  representing  an  annual  rate  of 
37.7  for  each  1,000.  The  excess  of  deaths  over 
births  was  therefore  4.3  per  1,000  among  a 
population  computed  at  4,504,025.  It  would 
appear  from  these  figures  that  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Ireland  must  have  naturally  decreased 
during  the  period  of  about  4,842  souls,  or  at 
the  rate  of  neai-ly  20,000  per  annum.  The 
actual  decrease  for  the  three  mouths  is  esti- 
mated by  the  registrar-genei^al  to  have 
exceeded  10,000,  as  the  returns  obtained  by 
the  royal  Irish  constabulary  and  the  metro- 
politan police,  who  acted  as  enumei-ators  at 
the  several  Irish  seaports,  showed  that  5,302 
persons  emigrated  on  balance.  In  the  Dublin 
district  the  position  has  become  thoroughly 
alarming.  In  the  three  months  the  births 
registered  numbered  2,616,  equal  to  21.6  per 
1,000,  whilst  the  recorded  deaths  were  3,451, 
or  32.9  per  1,000.— Exchange. 

COAL   OIL    ACCIDENTS    IN    LONDON. 

Last  year  229  lamp  accidents  were  reported 
in  London.  Of  these,  207  were  unattended  by 
loss  of  life,  but  22  were  fatal,  involving  the 
loss  of  23  lives.  In  1898  the  total  number  of 
lamp  accidents  reported  was  305,  of  which  274 
were  non-fatal,  and  31  fatal,  involving  a  loss 
of  34  lives.  The  authorities  are  inclined  to 
credit  the  diminuition  in  the  number  of  lamp 
accidents  to  the  largely  increased  quantity  of 
high-flash  oil  now  being  imported  into  Lon- 
don from  Russia.  The  imports  of  Russian  oil 
have  increased  more  than  10,000,000  gallons 
during  the  year.  For  the  same  period  the 
imports  of  American  oil  decreased  nearly 
11,500,000  gallons. 

Now  IT  IS  Simon  Dinkey. — Simon  L.  is 
bankrupt  to  the  tune  of  £106,711  12s.  5d., 
against  assets  valued  at  £25.  Simon  ac- 
counted for  this  magnificent  impairment  of 
capital  by  swearing  that  he  had  toyed  since 
1897  with  company  promoting  and  stock  ex- 
change allurements.  Poor  Simon !  He  gave 
up  all  to  his  creditors,  that  is  £25  of  it,  which 
leaves  him  shy  of  an  equitable  balance  by 
something  near  $400,000.  Simon  now  returns 
to  his  first  love  to  labor  side  by  side  with 
bi'other  William  in  promoting  the  outside 
interests  of  the  Briti.sh  National  Premium 
Life  some,  and  of  the  Dinkelspiel  family  some 
more. 
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Extracts  from  Old  Coast  Reviews. 

The  first  colored  page  statement  in  this 
journal  appeared  in  the  March  number.  It 
was  the  Union  Mutual  Life's. 

Among  the  names  appearing  in  the  April, 
1872,  Coast  Review  were:  Wm.  Y.  Patch, 
Sweetser  &  Alsip,  Judd  &  Wayland,  H.  H. 
Johnston,  E.  K.  Dodge,  John  C.  Langton, 
A.  J.  Thiboda,  P.  L.  Jackson,  S.  G.  Creighton, 
Clark  &  Fox.  The  heading  "Chips"  first  ap- 
peared in  this  number,  and  has  been  retained 
ever  since. 

Mention  was  made  of  the  election  of  Geo. 
D.  Dornin  as  vice-president  of  the  Fireman's 
Fund,  and  of  the  appointment  of  Tom  C. 
Grant  as  general  agent  of  the  companj^. 
Petaluma,  Cal.,  had  a  $90,000  fire.  "Mr." 
Chalmers  was  the  special  agent  of  the  new 
State  Ins.  Co.  San  Jose,  Cal.,  was  trying  to 
"get  up"  a  local  board  in  May,  1872.  The 
June  number  announced  that  "Mr."  Edwards, 
of  the  Coast  Review,  is  coming  East  this 
month  in  the  interest  of  "this  paper."  The 
fate  of  "  this  paper"  depended  on  the  results 
of  that  trip.  The  young  and  genial  Mr.  Ed- 
vvai'ds  was  successful.  He  gathered  in  new 
"ads"  and  subscribers  galore,  and  the  new 
journal  became  a  power  in  the  land. 

Mention  was  made  of  Geo.  Welch,  San  Jose 
agent:  of  the  arrival  of  the  Lancashire  and 
the  London  Assurance  in  New  York.  The 
firm  of  Riley  «&  Edwards,  editor  and  pro- 
prietors of  the  Coast  Review,  announced. 
Agency  of  the  North  British  transferred  from 
Tillinghast  &  Bro.  to  R.  H.  Magill. 

The  issue  for  April,  1873,  contained  an 
addi-ess  to  the  property-owners  of  the  Pacific 
Coast,  signed  by  the  companies  composing  the 
San  Francisco  branch  of  the  National  Board  of 
Fire  Underwriters.  The  address  was  a  state- 
ment of  the  extraordinary  condition  of  fire 
underwriting  throughout  the  country,  and  a 
plea  for  adequate  rates.  The  only  way  to  free 
the  business  of  fire  underwriting  from  peril 
was  "to  enter  into  honorable  combination 
having,  as  its  foundation,- a  uniform  and  just 
principle,  which  shall  be  faithfully  adhered 
to,  and  not  be  liable  to  sudden  changes  or 
frequent  experiments  in  low  rates."  "It  is 
upon  the  sufficiency  of  the  premium  that  the 
security  of  the  insurer  almost  entirely 
depends."  "If  risks  are  taken  at  less  than 
an  adequate  premium,  it  is  done  at  the  peril, 
not  of  the  insurer,  but  of  the  insured."  Such 
were  the  arguments  made.  Thirty-three 
companies  signed. 

Particulars  of  the  Fitzgerald  libel  suit  were 
given  in  this  number.     We  note  the  names  of 


Richard  O.  Lovett,  G.  O'Hara  Taffe,  Wm.  N. 
Olmstead,  Col.  J'.  G.  "Taylor,  H.  H.  Blake  & 
Co.,  L.  A.  Steiner.  Mention  was  made  of  the 
repeal  of  the  Nevada  deposit  law ;  of  the  im- 
prisonment of  Editor  Stephen  English  of  the 
Insurance  Times,  on  a  charge  of  libel  brought 
by  the  Mutual  Life,  which,  by  claiming  $220,- 
000  alleged  damages,  had  the  editor's  bail 
fixed  at  $40,000,  and  thereby  compelled  the 
poor  fellow  to  find  bondsmen  holding  $160,000 
real  estate.  This  he  was  unable  to  do. 
We  are  under  the  impression  that  this  suit 
was  the  foundation  of  the  editor's  subsequent 
good  fortune. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  legislature 
to  investigate  the  charges  brought  by  Editor 
English  against  the  Mutual  Life  of  New  York 
found  that  the  charge  that  surrendered  and 
forfeited  policies  on  the  life  of  the  president's 
son  had  been  revived  afte?-  his  death  was  true. 
The  illegal  purchase,  at  a  higher  rate  than  its 
surrendered  value,  of  a  policy  upon  the  life  of 
a  trustee,  its  subsequent  restoration  when  he 
was  actually  moribund,  and  its  payment  as  a 
death  claim,  was  proved.  "The  distribution 
of  a  bonus  of  over  $189,000  among  the  officers 
of  the  company,  in  addition  to  their  ample 
salaries,  and  its  concealment  from  the  policy- 
holders by  charging  for  the  greater  portion  of 
it  to  'dividend  account,'  was  proven  to  be 
true."  And  yet  the  company,  or  rather  its 
president,  sued  Mr.  English  for  alleged  libel ! 
The  committee  also  criticised  President 
Winston  and  Vice-President  McCurdy  for 
collecting  proxies  in  numbers  amply  sufficient 
to  secure  absolute  control  over  the  election  of 
trustees.  The  bail  required  of  English  bj' 
the  excessive  damages  claimed  was  declared 
to  be  "excessive  and  oppi-essive. "  The 
Mutual  Life  was  declared  to  be  the  real 
plaintiff — "thereby  showing  that  personal 
liberty  may  be  abridged,  and  unjust  and 
illegal  punishment  inflicted  thi'ough  forms  of 
law  by  a  powerful  corporation  ari-ayed  against 
an  individual."  This  was  a  most  disgraceful 
incident  in  the  history  of  the  Mutual  Life. 
The  entire  report  of  the  committee  was 
printed  in  the  Coast  Review,  July,  1878. 

Mention  was  made  of  the  organization  of 
the  Railroad  Passengers  Luggage  Insurance 
and  Baggage  Delivery  Co.  in  London. 

The  Western  Savings  &  Trust  Co.  was  in- 
corporated in  San  Francisco,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $1,000,000— "  the  only  institution  of 
the  kind  in  existence."  It  made  a  specialty 
of  deposits  to  pay  future  life  insurance  pre- 
miums. The  deposit  earned  interest  enough, 
it  was  alleged,  to  pay  premiums  and  a  divi- 
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dend  besides.  On  maturity  of  the  contract, 
tiie  deposit  was  to  be  repaid  in  addition  to  the 
insurance.  The  W.  S.  &  T.  Co.  is  not  alive 
to-day. 

One  hundred  dolhirs  reward  offered  for  the 
capture  of  S.  D.  Whittaker,  a  defaulting  life 
insurance  solicitor. 

/  General  Agent  A.  B.  Forbes  was  again 
roasted  for  issuing  a  misleading  circular  con- 
taining a  table  "grossly  false"  as  to  the 
dividends  paid  by  competing  companies.  C. 
R.,  July,  '73. 

1^  Hamilton,  Nev.,  had  a  half  million  fire.  The 
Coast  Review  contained  a  long  editorial  favor- 
ing the  payment  of  salaries  to  life  insurance 
agents.  This  plan  was  recently  tried  and 
proved  a  failure. 

The  second  annual  meeting  of  the  Mutual 
Life  and  Savings  Society  of  Salt  Lake  City 
was  held  on  July  3,  1873.  President  Bi-igham 
Young  presided. 

C  T.  Robinson  and  S.  L.  Van  Ameringen, 
life  solicitors,  written  up  and  down. 

The  Connecticut  Fire  entered  California 
with  O.  Hawes  as  general  agent.  This  was 
in  1873. 

Mention  made  of  the  life  insurance  war 
between  Winston  and  Homans;  of  Andi-ew 
Baird,  of  the  Avalanche  and  Caverly ;  of  the 
advent  of  the  Penn  Mutual,  with  George 
Claussenius  as  general  agent;  of  L.  B. 
Edwards  as  superintendent  of  agencies  of  the 
Pacific  Mutual;  of  James  R.  Garniss  as 
general  agent  of  the  National  Life  of  the  U. 
S.  A;  of  the  Southern  California  Mutual  Aid 
Association,  incorporated  at  Los  Angeles;  of 
eight  co-operative  schemes  in  the  state  all 
told,  and  all  now  dead;  of  E.  Duncan  Sniffen, 
J.  A.  Brumsey,  Edward  Hall,  Geo.  F.  Grant, 
A.  H.    King,  H.  B.  Coon,  Wm.    P.    Coleman, 

,  Benj.  D.  Kennedy,  C.  E.   Wightman,  L.    M. 

>  Holt. 

Fitzgerald  failed  to  win  his  libel  suit  against 
the  Coast  Review,  but  he  and  his  friends 
started  the  "Sun"  in  San  Francisco.  The 
nature  of  the  new  luminary,  which  seems 
speedily  to  have  been  eclipsed,  may  be 
guessed.  Fitz  was  chastised  by  Gus  De 
Young  and  subsequently  jailed. 

On  January  14,  1874,  Helena,  Mon.,  was 
laid  in  ashes,  causing  a  loss  of  a  million,  with 
little  insurance.  In  March  the  San  Francisco 
Fire  Ins.  Co.  was  organized,  with  authorized 
capital  of  *l, 000,000.  L.  W.  Kennedy  was 
manager;  W.  H.  Knight,  secretary;  S.  S. 
Tilton,  president  and    B.    Rothschilds,   vice- 


president.     Among  other  directors  were  J.  F. 
Houghton  and  Chas.  E.  McLane.- 

The  Mutual  Life  issued  a  circular  stating 
that  the  limit  of  membership  had  been  fixed 
at  100,000.     This  limit  was  not  adhered  to. 


From  The  Coast  Review,  November  15.  1871. 
LEADING  FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANIES. 
The  Phoenix  (Fire)  In.surance  Compimy,  of  Hart- 
ford, iind  the  Home  (Fire)  Insurance  Company,  of 
New  York,  are  the  acknowledged  leaders  in  the 
business  and  are  as  solid  as  they  are  prominent, 
and  fully  appreciating  the  object  for  which  they 
were  organized,  they  glory  in  their  ability  to  stand 
in  the  breach  and  fully  protect  their  patrons 
against  any  loss  in  great  conflagrations,  rather 
than  boast  they  had  no  share  in  such  disasters. 
Fire  Insurance  Exclusively.  Unlike  many  com- 
panies basing  their  ability  to  indemnify  on  author- 
ized, subscribed  and  stock  note  capitals,  found 
unavailing  when  great  disasters  occur,  or  on  as- 
sets burdened  with  the  immense  liabilities  in- 
cident to  a  combination  of  the  several  branches  of 
insurance  in  one  office,  the  Phoenix  and  Home  have 
their  capitals  fully  paid  up  in  cash,  and  conduct- 
ing the  business  of  Are  insurance  exclusively ,  their 
cash  assets  represent  the  actual  guarantee  for  the 
security  of  their  fire  policyholders.  As  National 
organizations,  conducting  a  general  fire  insurance 
business,  the  Phoenix  and  Home  have  the  entire 
continent  for  their  held  of  operations,  with  a  corps 
of  over  3,000  first  class  underwriters,  at  a  like 
number  of  prominent  cities,  towns  and  villages  to 
represent  them.  They  are  thus  enabled  to  derive 
an  immense  annual  income  from  small,  well 
scattered  and  carefully  selected  risks,  thus  avoid- 
ing loss  in  the  most  disastrous  conflagrations  of 
sufficient  magnitude  to  even  cripple  the  companies, 
or  affect  their  future  solvency  or  usefulness.  In 
the  matter  of  rates,  we  wish  the  public  to  clearly 
understand  that  the  Phcenix  and  Home  are  un- 
influenced by  the  excessive  demands  of  combina- 
tions or  ruinously  low  rates  of  inexperienced  or 
reckless  underwriters.  Our  rates  are  based  on 
t"he  actual  experience  of  the  companies;  and  this 
business  having  been  well  and  carefully  selected 
and  prudently  managed,  we  are  able  to  derive  a 
liberal  profit  from  rates  that  would  ruin  com- 
panies less  select  in  the  risks  assumed,  or  that 
are  cramped  in  the  extent  of  territory  occupied. 
We  ask  of  the  public  for  our  policies  such  rates  as 
will  enable  ns  to  meet  our  obligations  with  that 
liberality  which' has  ever  characterized  the  opera- 
tions of  these  sterling  underwriters,  and  which 
will  yield  a  fair  annual  profit  to  be  added  to  our 
surplus,  and  thus  enable  the  Phoenix  and  Home  to 
prepare  for  and  fortify  against  the  next  great  con- 
flagration—enabling them  in  the  future,  as  in  the 
past,  to  meet  these  disasters  in  a  style  satisfac- 
tory to  their  patrons  and  becoming  the  leading 
American  fire  institutions.  R.  H.  Magill,  Man- 
ager. Fletcher  &  Greenhood,  agents,  No.  424  Cali- 
fornia street. 
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Read  Your  Policies. 
From  Die  Coast  Review,  February  15,  1872. 
This  is  very  impoi'taut.  No  man  should 
ever  settle  in  full  with  a  company  for  his  in- 
surance until  he  has  first  read  every  clause 
in  his  policy  with  care.  See  what  the  restric- 
tions are.  Note  them  carefully,  for  unless 
you  comply  with  them  your  contract  is  a  nul- 
lity. No  company  is  bound  to  you  for  a  dollar 
unless  you  live  up  to  your  agreement  with 
them,  and  how  can  you  know  what  your  agree- 
ment is  unless  you  read  it  *  We  repeat  this 
is  an  important  matter.  If  you  have  laid  your 
policy  away  without  reading  it,  go  get  it 
again  and  read  it  at  once.  Be  sure  that  you 
do  not  invalidate  it  by  disobeying  its  restric- 
tions. It  is  printed  for  that  very  same  pur- 
pose, and  if  you  do  not  read  it,  you  are  alone 
to  blame. 

Employ  Gentlemen. 
From  the  Coast  Review,  February  15,  1872. 
Again  we  feel  compelled  to  raise  our  voice 
against  the  system  followed  by  our  life  com- 
panies, in  employing  any  and  all  kinds  of  men 
as  agents  and  solicitors.  California,  of  all  the 
states,  has  been,  and  is  to-day,  cursed  with  a 
set  of  the  most  corrupt,  thieving,  and  un- 
truthful solicitors  that  can  be  found  outside 
the  walls  of  the  state-prison.  A  few  of  the 
men  employed  by  the  companies  try  to  tell 
the  truth,  while  the  majority  of  them  vie 
with  each  other  as  to  which  of  them  can  tell 
the  biggest  lie  and  most  effectually  gull  the 
people.  But  few  companies  are  entirely  rid 
of  these  contemptible  creatures,  who  claim 
for  their  calling  the  garb  of  benevolence,  but 
who  defile  the  very  documents  they  carry  by 
their  blasphemous  lying.  It  is  high  time  that 
the  services  of  such  men  were  dispensed  with. 
They  are  a  serious  drawback  to  the  honest 
solicitor,  and  a  downright  injury  to  the  busi- 
ness. We  charge  the  companies,  or  the  gen- 
eral agents,  with  a  knowledge,  in  many  in- 
stances, of  the  actions  of  these  fellows;  and 
we  call  upon  them  to  dismiss  them  at  once, 
and  employ,  in  their  stead,  gentlemen  who 
will  tell  the  truth.  It  can  be  done ;  it  must  be 
done.  The  general  agent  who  retains  one  of 
these  disreputable  men  in  his  employ  a  single 
day  after  he  learns  his  character,  is  a  party 
to  the  falsehoods  and  swindling  operations  of 
that  man;  and  he  should  be  held,  by  law, 
responsible  for  any  injury  or  loss  that  the  pol- 
icyholder may  sustain.  It  is  impossible  to 
get  good  men  to  work  life  insurance,  when 
they  have  to  be  thrown  into  competition  with 


bad  men,  and  the  companies  should  have  long 
since  learned  this  fact.  Cast  out  the  un- 
clean— drive  them  away  from  your  employ  at 
once,  and  you  will  find  plenty  of  good  men  to 
take  their  places.  It  is  useless  to  wait  for 
concerted  action  in  this  matter.  Let  every 
agent  act  for  himself  and  ri(J  himself  of  all 
such  solicitors  at  once,  and  employ  only  good 
men,  men  of  known  integrity,  in  their  stead. 
The  example  set  by  a  few  companies  will 
soon  be  followed  by  the  others,  and  we  should 
then  soon  see  none  but  honest  and  truthful 
men  soliciting  life  insurance. 


Coast  Review  Advertisements  in  1873. 

The  following  are  names  of  the  companies, 
ofticials  and  representatives  as  printed  in 
the  advertisements  in  the  Coast  Review 
in  1873: 

Calif.  Mutual  Life,  L..  L.Robinson,  pres :  Thos. 
H.  Holt,  vice-pres;  John  Crockett,  sec;  W.  R. 
Wheaton,  gen.  agt :  Thos.  A.  Ball,  supt.  of  agencies. 

Charter  Oak,  Chas.  H.  Denison,  gen.  agt. 

Security  Life,  E.  W.  Woolsey,  gen.  agt.,  New 
York. 

New  England  Mutual,  Wallace  Everson,  gen.  agt. 

St.  Louis  Mutual,  R.  A.  Diver,  gen.  agt.  Pacific 
Coast.    Also  Diver  &  Eaton. 

^tna  Life,  Morse  &  Perrin,  mgrs.  Pacific  Coast. 

Brooklyn,  A.  T.  Bryant  &  Co.,  mgr.s. 

Connecticut  Mutual.  James  B.  Roberts,  nigr. 

Continental,  H.  H.  Blake  &  Co.,  mgrs. 

Craftsmen's,  E.  H.  Shaw  &  Co.,  mgrs. 

Eclectic,  Geo.  Claussenius,  mgr. 

Empire  Mutual,  C.  F.  Von  Rhein  &  Co.,  mgrs. 

Equitable,  Garland  &  Morse,  mgrs. 

Globe  Mutual,  Mervin  Taber,  mgr. 

Guardian  Mutual,  J.  G.  Garniss.  mgr. 

John  Hancock,  H.  F.  W.  Hoffman,  mgr. 

Knickerbocker,  D.  Norcross,  mgr. 

Life  Assn.  of  Am.,  W.  J.  Peltigrew,  mgr. 

Manhattan,  Landers  &  Co..  mgrs. 

Mutual  Benefit,  Jas.  Munsell.  mgr. 

Mutual  Lite,  A.  B.  Forbes,  mgr. 

National  Life,  C.  I.  Hutchinson,  mgr. 

New  York  Life,  Crane  &  Hawes,  mgrs. 

North  America,  Watson  Webl3,  mgr. 

W.  D.  Garland,  gen.  agt.  Equitable. 

Schreiber  &  Howell  appear  as  gen.  agts.  Pacific 
Mutual  in  S.  F. 

Globe  Mutual  Life,  John  F.  Pope,  gen.  agt. 

J.  A.  Melcher  &  Son  appear  as  gen.  agts.  North- 
western Mutual. 

Merchant's  Mutual  Marine  of  S.  F.,  J.  B. 
Scotchler,  pres.,  Jabez  Howes,  vice-pres.,  E.  W. 
Bourne,  secy. 

American  Lloyds,  Amos  Noyes,  mgr. 

British  &  Foreign,  Balfour,  Guthrie  &  Co.,  mgrs. 

China  &  Japan,  W.  H.  Foster,  mgr. 

China  Traders,  Williams,  Blanchard  &  Co.,  mgrs. 

Chinese,  W.  N.  Olmslead,  mgr. 
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North  China,  KoopmanschaiJ  &  Co.,  mgrs. 

Underwriters  Agency  Fire  &  Marine,  W.  J- 
Stoddard,  mgr. 

Swiss  Lloyd,  re  Morris,  Sperry  &  Co.,  gen.  agts. 

Germania  Life,  319  California  St.,  Julius  Jacobs, 
agt.  Pacittc  Coas-t. 

Piedmont  and  Arlington,  L.  B.  and  J.  G.  Edwards, 
gen.  mgrs. 

Pacific  Mutual  Life,  Sac,  Schreiber  &  Howell, 
gen.  agts.,  Wm.  Fisher,  mgr.,  S.  F.  Agency,  May, 

Otto  Greenhood,  gen.  ins.  agt.  Fire,  Life  & 
Marine,  302  Sansome  St. 

Widow  and  Orphan  Fund  Life  Ins.  Co.,  E.  D. 
Farnsworth.  pres.,  T.  L.  Marshall,  secy.,  Chas. 
N.  Fox  and  L.  P.  Clark,  mgrs. 

Pacihc  Mutual,  Sacramento,  Leland  Stanford, 
pres.,  Edgar  Mills,  vice-pres.,  Jos.  Crackbon,  secy., 
Schreiber  &  Howell,  gen.  agts. 

Travelers,  R.  H.  Magill,  res.  director;  A.  E. 
Magill,  mgr. 

Union  Mutual,  H.  H.  Johnston  &  Co.,  gen    mgrs, 

N.  Y.  Underwriter's  Agency,  W.  T.  Stoddart, 
agt.,  319  California  St. 

Fireman's  Fund,  D.  J.  Staples,  pres..  Henry 
Dutton,  vice-pres.,  Chas.  R.  Bond,  secy.,  Geo.  D. 
Dornin,  gen.  agt.,  Cary  Willistun, marine  surveyor. 

Fireman's  Fund,  D.  J.  Staples,  pres.,  Alpheus 
Bull,  vice-pres.,  Geo.  D.  Dornin,  secy.,  Wm.  J- 
Dutton,  asst.  secy.,  Thomas  C.  Grant,  gen.  agt. 

Fireman's  Fund, changes,  Chas.  R.  Bond,  secy., 
Thos.  C.  Grant,  gen.  agt..  Skuls  &  Boughton, 
N.  Y.  mgrs.,  Geo.  D.  Dornin,  vice-pres.,  Wm.  J. 
Dutton,  marine  secy.,  Geo.  F.  Grant,  agt.  Portland, 
Thos.  S.  Chard,  mgr.,  Chicago. 

The  State  Investment,  Tyler  Curtis,  pres.,  Peter 
Donahue,  vice-pres.,  T.  N.  Cazneau,  marine  dli-ector, 
Chas.  H.  Gushing,  secy. 

Union  Insurance  Co..  S.  F.,  Gustave  Touchard, 
pres.  N.  G.  Kittle,  vice-pres.,  Chas.    .  Haven,  secy. 

Imperial  F.  Ins.  Co.  of  London,  Falkner,  Bell  & 
Co.,  gen.  agts.  Pacific  Coast. 

Home  Mutual.  John  H.  Redington,  pres.,  Geo.  H 
Howard,  vice-pres.,  Chas.  R.  Story,  secy.,  H.  H. 
Bigelow,  gen.  mgr..  N.  B.  Eddy,  marine  secy. 

Hartford,  Hey  wood  &  Flint,  mgrs.  Pacific  dept., 
A.  P.  Flint,  mgr.,  in  Mch.  "73. 

California,  T.  A.  Mudge,  agt.,  Oakland,  C.  T. 
Hopkins,  pres.,  Z.  Crowell,  secy. 

Commercial  of  Gal.,  G.  W.  Kellogg,  pres.,  H.  G- 
Horner,  secy. 

Phoenix  of  H.,  Home  of  N.  Y.,  R.  H.  Magill,  mgr., 
Fletcher  &  Co.,  agts.  S.  F. 

Northern,  W.  L.  Booker,  agt. 

Hamburg-Bremen.  Morris,  Speyer&Go.,  gen.  agts. 

Scottish  Gomm'l,  MacFarland,  Blair  &  Co..  agts. 
.Etna,   Geo.  G.  Boardman,  mgr.,  Henry  Carlton, 
Jr..  agt.  in  S.  F.,  R.  C.  Gaskill,  agt.  in  Oakland. 

Gom'l  Union,  G.  O'Hara  Taaffe.  mgr. 

Liverpool  &  L.  &  G.,  W.  B.  Johnson,  mgr. 

North  American,  C.  Adolphe  Low  &  Co.,  mgrs. 

Royal,  Chauncey  &  Co.,  mgrs. 

Manhattan  Fire,  W.  J.  Stoddart,  agt. 

N.  Y.  Underwrlrers'  Agency,  Germania,  Niagara, 
Republic,  Hanover,  W.  J.  Stoddart,  agt. 
London  Assurance  Corporation,  Cross  &  Co.,  agts. 


Northwestern  Mutual,  H.    F.  Shepardson,  mgr. 

Phcenix  Mutual,  E.  P.  Gray,  mgr. 

Washington,  Edwin  Lewis,  gen.  agt. 

Mayer  &  Belden  appointed  local  agts.— S.  F.— of 
Hartford. 

St.  Paul,  Glrard,  North  Missouri,  Macon,  Mo., 
Amazon,  Gin.,  O.,  Home,  Columbus,  O.,  Triumph, 
Gin.,  O.,  National  Life,  Washington,  D.  C,  Hutchin- 
son, Mann  &  Smith  Insurance  Agency. 

Transatlantic,  Geo.  Marcus  &  Co.,  agts. 

Pacific  Insurance  Agency,  Jonathan  Hunt,  agt. 
and  mgr.  Insurance  Co.  of  North  Am.  Pennsyl- 
vania, Continental. 


Mayer  &,  Belden  were  appointed  local 
agents  of  the  Hartford  Fire.  Undeterred  by 
its  pending  libel  suit,  the  Coast  Review  con- 
tained an  article  on  the  "absconding  ex- 
quisite," Jas.  L.  Butler,  and  also  six  cartoons 
of  Morse  and  Fitzgerald. 

Rough   Experience. 

The  oldest  Canadian  fire  oftice,  the  Quebec, 
founded  in  1818,  had  *13S,'J92  income  and  $188,- 
51-1  expenditures  in  1899.  With  only  $24,581 
net  surplus  it  incurred  a  $20,000  loss  in  the 
Hull-Ottawa  fire. 


A  Reinsurance  Dispute. 

"Subject  to  the  same  risks,  valuations,  condi- 
tions and  Indorsements  as  the  original  insurance 
and  loss,  if  any,  payable  pro  rata  with  the  re- 
insured and  at  the  same  time  and  on  the  same 
terms  and  conditions  as  they  pay." 

Arbitrator  Bed d all,  in  the  case  of  the 
Lancashire  v.  the  Eastern,  held  that  the 
word  "endorsements"  can  not  be  construed 
as  extending  to  the  transfer  of  insurance 
from  one  building  to  another.  In  general 
practice  it  is  understood  that  the  word 
applies  only  to  such  changes  in  the  title,  or  to 
such  privileges,  as  are  usually  conceded  with- 
out additional  charge,  for  the  reason  that 
they  do  not  materially  affect  the  hazard. 
Otherwise  the  reinsurer  might  find  many  of 
its  reinsurance  contracts  covering  at  tbe 
same  location  or  in  the  same  building  when  a 
fire  happened."  Reinsurance  is  based  on 
average,  and  the  reinsurer  determines  its 
maximum  line  for  each  of  the  many  classes  of 
hazard.  Its  precaution  in  this  respect  might 
be  entirely  nullified  by  a  construction  of  the 
foregoing  clause  which  would  extend  the 
liability  to  the  transfer  of  insurance  from  one 
building  to  another. 


Another  department  store  fire— in  Boston 
this  time. 
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Assessment  Failure. 

The  High  Court,  Independent  Order  of 
Foresters  of  Illinois,  which  recently  failed, 
was  about  as  big  as  the  American  Legion  of 
Honor,  now  wrestling  with  a  double  assess- 
ment. It  commenced  business  in  1874,  and 
had  therefore  reached  the  critical  period  of 
fraternal  assessment  life. 


The  Victoria  Montreal. 

With  a  $!39,000  deficit  on  the  year's  trans- 
actions, with  $58, 736  excess  of  liabilities  over 
assets— and  the  Hull-Ottawa  conflagration 
ignored — the  new  Victoria-Montreal  Fire  Ins. 
Co.  presents  a  "fine  aspect"  too,  like  the 
prisoner  at  the  bar,  or  the  retreating  gallina- 
ceous bird.  Right  on  top  of  this  "climac- 
teric," the  company  is  offering  a  further  issue 
of  $200,000  capital,  with  a  20  per  cent,  rebate 
on  all  premiums  payable  by  subscribers  for 
five  years.  It  is  not  believed  that  local 
agents  are  speaking  a  loud  good  word  for  the 
new  Canadian. 


Fire  Underwriting  Profits  in  the  United  States. 

EXTK.\CTS  FROM  PRESIDENT  IRVIN'S  ADDRESS 
BEFORE  THE  NATIONAL  BOARD  OF  FIRE  UN- 
DERWRITERS. 

For  several  yeai-s  your  presidents  have 
treated  of  underwriting  profits,  exclusive  of 
income  fi'om  investments.  Statements  have 
been  again  made  up  on  the  same  basis,  and 
exhibits  are  here  presented  comparing  the 
results  for  1898  and  1899,  which  are  followed 
by  another  table  showing  the  result  for  ten 
years,  1890  to  1899  inclusive.  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  uncollected  premiums  should 
enter  into  this  exhibit,  but  they  were  omitted, 
as  they  have  not  been  considered  in  the  past, 
and  would  not  change  materially  the  results. 
Experience   of  All  Joint    Stock  Fire   Insurance 

Companies  Reporting  to  the  New  York  State 
Insurance  Department  for  18.98. 
Number  of  companies,  162. 
Premiums  received  .  $127,780,720 
Losses    paid  ...        .  ...        $74,660,521 

Increase  in  liabilities 

during      the      year 

(outstanding  losses, 

unearned  premiums 

and  all  other  claims)  .    .    .  4,732,984 

Actual   expenses  paid  .    .    .        50,2r)6,871 

Loss   for    the     year, 

1.50    per     cent,    of 

premiums 1,919,650  .    .    . 


Experience  of   All  Joint   Stock  Fire    Insurance 
Companies  Reporting  to  the  New  York  State 
Insurance  Department  for  1899. 
Number  of  companies,  162. 
Premiums  received  .  $134,4.50,639  .    .    . 

Losses   paid       ....  ...        $91,031,677 

Increase  in  liabilities 

during     the       year 

(outstanding  losses, 

unearned  premiums 

and  all  other  claims)  .    .    .         8,998,526 

Actual  expenses  paid  .    .    .       52,849,129 

Loss    for    the    year,. 

13  7-10  per  cent,  of  ... 

premiums 18,428,693  .    . 


Totals        $152,879,332  $152,879,332 

The  Same  for  Ten  Years,  1890  to  1899  Inclusive. 
Average  number  of  companies,  139. 
Premiums  received  $1,231,878,930  .    .    . 

Losses  paid ...    $737,010,318 

Increase  in  liabilities 

during    the     period 

(outstanding  losses, 

unearned  premiums 

and  all  other  claims  .  42,284,776 

Actual   expenses  paid  .    .    .      448,280,947 

Profit  for  the  period, 

36-100    per    cent,    of 

premiums 


Totals $129,650,376  $129,650,376 


...  4,302,889 

Totals $1,231,878,930  $1,231,878,930 

The  loss  in  1898  was  $1,919,650,  or  li^  per 
cent,  on  the  premiums  of  $127,730,726.  In  1899 
the  premiums  were  $134,450,639,  and  the  loss, 
$18,428,693;  that  is,  13  7-10  per  cent,  of  the 
premiums.  Leaving  out  the  increase  in 
liabilities,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  losses  and 
expenses  together  exceeded  the  premiums 
received  by  $9,430,167.  For  the  period  of  ten 
.years  the  underwriting  profit  has  been  only 
36-100  of  1  percent,  of  the  premiums.  In  order 
to  use  the  actual  expense  figures  of  the 
department,  the  marine  and  inland  premiums 
and  losses  are  included. 

Can  anything  be  more  striking  than  these 
facts?  Taken  in  connection  with  the  increas- 
ing percentage  of  taxation,  to  be  shown  later, 
is  it  not  plain  that  the  business  is  overloaded 
with  burdens,  and  that  capital  will  be  forced 
to  retire  from  it  unless  relief  can  be  found 
and  applied  ? 

Losses  on  the  Coast  have  been  so  light 
latelj'  that  the  independent  adjuster  does  not 
feel  so  independent  as  formerly.  As  they  sa3' 
down  East,  it  has  been  hard  sleddin'  for  these 
gentlemen  of  the  road. 
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President    Irvrn   on    the    National    Ash-Heap. 

At  the  receut  annual  meeting  of  the  Na- 
tional Board  of  Fire  Underwriters — the 
thirty-fourth,  President  E.  V.  Irvin  said  : 

"What  measures  can  be  adopted  to  check 
this  annual  waste  of  values  is  a  question  of 
vital  importance  to  the  underwriter,  and  it 
should  be  one  of  the  deepest  concern  to  every 
citizen.  If  we  may  judge  from  such  records 
as  are  accessible,  property  in  the  United 
States  is  burning'  in  greater  proportion  to 
values  than  in  any  other  country.  This  is 
more  startling  when  the  destruction  goes  on 
in  a  year  like  the  one  under  review,  when 
business  is  generally  admitted  to  have  been 
good.  With  an  active  demand  and  prices 
generally  rising,  so  that  goods  cannot  be  re- 
placed except  at  figures  above  their  cost,  the 
moral  hazard  is  minimized. 

"Mills  and  factories  have  been  taxed  to 
their  full  capacity,  and  their  output  during 
the  year  has  often  been  engaged  in  advance. 
Everywhere  the  signs  of  prosperity  have 
been  abundant,  yet  fire  insurance  has 
suffered  as  it  has  not  done  in  years.  The 
merchant,  the  manufacturer,  the  great  com- 
mon carriers  have  reason  to  congratulate 
themselves  upon  reviving  trade  and  ti-aftic, 
and  yet  we  have  faced  fire  losses  so  large 
that  profit,  except  in  rare  cases,  has  been  out 
of  the  question." 

Acfcnow^Iedgments. 

Commissioner  Pred'k  L.  Cutting  has  our 
thanks  for  the  Massachusetts  report. 

The  Investigator  Life  Insurance  Chart  for 
1900  is  at  hand.  This  issue  gives  the  aggre- 
gate figures  of  fifty-four  legal  reserve  life  in- 
surance companies  for  1898  and  1899. 

From  L.  D.  Garratt  Company,  Insurance 
Reference  Book,  which  is  the  third  annual 
edition  received  at  this  office.  The  work  this 
year  contains  350  pages  of  compilation,  and 
presents,  for  the  first  time,  five  years  statis- 
tics; list  of  companies  which  have  been  re- 
insured by  those  now  in  business;  dividend 
rates  for  24  years  prior  to  1899,  and  leading 
short  rate  cancellation  tables. 


Just  a  Sample  of  Farm  Mutuals. — John 
Stodden,  of  Ute,  and  M.  J.  Stodden,  of  Maple- 
ton,  were  here  on  business  the  first  of  the 
week.  M.  J.  was  only  allowed  $nO  for  his 
$2,000  house  that  was  burned  lately.  The 
Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Monona 
county  have  a  queer  way  of  adjusting  their 
losses,  which  may  be  investigated  by  the 
courts  of  that  county. — Ute,  la..  Independent. 


Fire  Notes. 

If  rates  should  not  be  adviinced  in  Canada,  where 
then  ? 

Seventy  gallons  of  gasoline  were  discovered  in 
an  Indianapolis  store  by  firemen. 

The  Magdeburg  has  been  admitted  to  Kansas, 
which  is  a  good  thing  tor  the  sunflower  state. 

It  is  said  that  the  trolley  "return"  current  is 
lunching  off  the  Indianapolis  ftie  alaim  wires. 

Geo.  P.  Sheldon,  president  of  the  Phenix,  was 
elected  president  of  the  National  Board  of  Fire 
Underwriters. 

Gasoline  caused  the  destruction  of  five  business 
blocks  in  Greenwich,  Conn.  The  business  had 
recently  been  written  at  cut  rates'. 

The  co-insurance  clause  does  not  authorize  the 
insured  to  take  out  other  insurance  beyond  the 
stipulated  percentage  without  consent. 

The  fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Fire 
Protection  Association  will  be  held  in  the  assem- 
bly rooms  of  the  New  York  Board  of  Fire  Under- 
writers, New  York  City,  June  26th,  27th  and  28th. 

The  shareholders  of  the  Palatine  were  paid  in 
four  per  cent,  debentures  of  the  Commercial  Union, 
repayable  in  thirty  years  at  100  per  cent.,  in 
twenty  at  105  and  in  ten  at  no.  These  debentures 
are  believed  to  command  a  premium. 

Manager  Robert  Dickson  of  the  Royal  Exchange 
gave  John  Marshall,  Jr.,  his  retiring  assistant 
manager,  a  farewell  dinner,  last  month.  Mr. 
Marshall  was  presented  with  a  handsome  loving- 
cup  by  his  associates  in  office  and  field. 

Short  Rates  is  authority  for  the  statement  that 
the  following  error  in  a  policy  form,  covering  a 
$50,000  for  years,  was  recently  discoveied:  "That 
due  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  insured,"  etc.,  in- 
stead of  "due  diligence."  No  doubt  the  insured 
complied  with  the  letter  of  his  contract. 

A  threatening  blaze  in  the  Occidental  foundry, 
Harrison  and  Main  streets,  San  Francisco,  brought 
an  offer  of  assistance  from  a  French  man-of-war  in 
the  harbor.  A  detachment  of  sailors,  equipped 
with  buckets  and  axes,  was  landed,  and  the  com- 
manding officer  tendered  its  services  to  Chief 
Sullivan.  The  fire  was  well  under  control,  how- 
ever, and  the  Frenchman's  generous  offer  was  de- 
clined with  thanks. 

The  Continental,  it  must  be  admitted,  is  a  clever 
advertiser.  Its  insurance  journal  advertisements 
prove  that.  The  latest  circular  gives  reasons 
"why  to  insure  in  an  American  company."  The 
"smokeless  powder"  discharge  at  the  foreigners 
is,  at  least,  not  justified  by  any  increase  in  the 
proportion  of  American  business  written  by  for- 
eign companies.  Indeed,  we  are  sure  that  Mr. 
Evans  himself  would  deeply  regret  the  retirement 
of  "the  enemy,"  for  in  that  event  there  would  be  no 
occasion  for  his  special  skill  In  the  framing  of 
reasons  for  preferring  American  companies. 
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Aetna's  New  Accident  Policy. 

The  ^Etna  Life  announces  the  20th 
century  combination  accident  policy. 
Double  benefits  are  payable  to  passengers 
on  public  automobiles,  on  elevators,  on 
cars,  etc.  Weeklj^  indemnities  are  paya- 
ble bi-monthly  during  disability  and  to 
continue  until  they  equal  the  principal 
sum  insui-ed. 


Magdeburg  Fire  Insurance  Company. 

HANDSOME  SECURITY  TO  POLICYHOLD- 
ERS—INCREASED  BUSINESS  LAST YEAR- 
OVER  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTEEN 
MILLION  IN  LOSSES  PAID  SINCE  ORGAN- 
IZED. 

The  Magdeburg  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany, of  Magdeburg,  Germany,  is  one  of 
the  leading  fire  offices,  in  resources  and 
in  annual  income.  It  transacts  a  fii-e 
business  only,  and  its  extensive  assets  are 
therefore  liable  only  for  the  risks  assumed 
by  a  single  branch  of  underwriting.  The 
Magdeburg  Fire  transacts  no  marine,  life, 
annuity  nor  accident  business. 

The  great  sti-ength  of  the  Magdeburg 
Fire  Insurance  Comjjany  is  manifest  at  a 
glance  at  the  totals  in  the  annual  official 
statement,  duly  attested,  and  filed  with 
the  insurance  department.  Gross  assets 
of  $7,867,864.  of  which  great  sum  not  less 
than  $5,234,912  is  surplus  as  regards 
policyholders,  constitute  superb  security. 
The  net  premium  income  last  year  ex- 
ceeded $4,000,000,  which  was  a  gain  of 
nearly  $200,000.  The  gross  premium 
income  exceeded  $7,000,000.  The  Magde- 
burg Fire  takes  high  rank  in  premium 
income  as  well  as  in  resources. 

This  company  has  been  a  mighty  factor 
in  providing  indemnity  against  loss  by 
fire  in  the  fifty-five  years  of  its  very  suc- 
cessful career.  In  this  period  it  has  paid 
$118,338,017  losses  by  fire,  distributed 
among  the  owners  of  houses  and  goods. 
It  is  an  honorable  record  which  testifies 
to  the  stability  of  the  company  and  to  its 
popularity  with  property-owners. 

The  steady  growth  of  this  great  German 
company  is    shown    by  the  following   in- 


teresting    compilation     of     quinquennial 
figures: 

STATEMENT 

showing  the  progrcs)^  of  the  Magdeburg  Fire  Ins. 

Co.  of  Magdehurg  from  its  establishment  in 

1844  to  the  present  time,  5.5  years. 

Total 
Accumulations 
Fire  Premiums.  beyond  Capitul 


Year.     Gross  Amt. 

Net  Amt.    Stock, $3, 750.0c 

1845  . 

$      65,525 

$      65,525 

$      47,740 

1850  . 

215,500 

178,430 

136,650 

1855  . 

838.995 

615,625 

402,9.55 

1S60  . 

1,206,420 

89.5,140 

557,870 

1865  . 

2,151,185 

1,307,515 

1,213,950 

1870  . 

3,062,145 

1,709,525 

1,519,015 

1875  . 

3,761,770 

1,945,780 

1,641,165 

1880  . 

4,838,365 

2,628,340 

2,057,920 

1885  . 

4,443,495 

2,525,865 

2,25.5,615 

1890  . 

5,244,385 

3,004,580 

3,060,915 

1895  . 

6,420,345 

3,815,190 

3,616,320 

1899  . 

6,840,425 

4,099,545 

3, 656,  .540 

The  United  States  department  of  the 
Magdeburg  Fire  has  a  million  dollars  in- 
vested in  this  country  for  the  special  pro- 
tection of  American  policyholders,  and 
owns  its  office  building  at  71  William 
street.  New  York  city. 

The  Pacific  department  is  in  charge  of 
the  well  known  firm  of  Gutte  &  Frank, 
who  have  been  engaged  in  the  insurance 
business  on  this  Coast  for  many  yeai-s, 
and  have  built  uj)  a  first-class  reputation 
for  honorable  dealings  with  policyholders 
and  liberal  adjustments  of  losses.  These 
gentlemen  also  represent  marine  com- 
panies, and  write  annually  a  quarter  of  a 
million  in  premiums. 


A  SUBSCRIBER  asks,  How  many  insur- 
ance joui-nals  are  there?  We  can  not 
reply  definitely,  but  we  are  vmder  the 
impression  that  the  exact  number  is  999. 
This  explains  the  fact  that  one  of  them 
has  a  circulation  of  exactly  one  thousand. 


He  took  an  alcohol  bath  and  died. 
This  accident  admonishes  the  prudent 
man  that  it  is  better  to  pour  the  alcohol 
within  than  without,  and  well  to  be  in- 
sured anyway. 

Markiage  dowrj'  insui'ance,  that  hoary 
humbugr,  is  thriving  in  Chicago.  No  wonder. 
It  is  all  wind. 


MAGDEBURG 

Fire   Insurance  Company, 


OF    MAGDEBURG. 


EXTRACT  FROM   THE  55th   ANNUAL  STATEMENT, 
From  Jan.  I,   1899,  to  Dec.  31,  1899. 

CAPITAL,    -    $3,750,000.00 

Cross    Premium    Income, *I899,       $7,793,256.18 

Cross   Losses    Paid,    1899,        -  5,132,177.47 

Assets    Dec.   31,    1899,    -            -  7,867,864.13 

Loss    Reserve    Fund,        -           -  653,030.04 

Premium    Reserve    Fund,            -  1,979,922.09 

Special    Reserve    Funds,             -  1,371,350.00 

Surplus  as  regards  Policyholders,     5,234,912.00 

Premium  Income  since     I         $|77, 866,678.44 
Organization,  55  years,    )         1 — — 1 

Losses   Paid    since             )         $||8, 338,016.97 
Organization,  55  years,    1         1 1 


The    MAGDEBURG    FiRE    INSURANCE    COMPANY 

transacts    NO  Marine,  Life  or  accident,  but 

FIRE  Insurance  Business  ONLY. 


PACIFIC    DEPARTMENT: 

GUTTE    &    FRANK,    Managers, 
303   California  St.,  San   Francisco. 


Assets  in  the  United  States,   8948,772.32 


STATEMENT 

Showing  the  Progress  of  the 

MAGDEBURG 

Fire   Insurance  Company, 

OF    MAGDEBURG. 

From  its  establishment  in  1844  to  the  present  time,  ^^  years. 

Total 
Accumulations 
Fire  Premiums.  beyond  Capital 

Year.  Gross  Amount.  Net  Amount.  Stock, $3,750,000 

1845 $  65,525  $  65,525  $  47,740 

1850.  .....  215,500  178,430  136,650 

1855 838,995  615,625  402,955 

1860 1,206,420  895,140  557,870 

1865 2,151,185  1,307,515  1,213,950 

1870 3,062,145  ,  1,709,525  1,519,015 

1875 3,761,770  1,945,780  1,641,165 

1880 4,838,365  2,628,340  2,057,920 

1885 4,443,495  2,525,865  2,255,615 

1890 5,244,385  3,004,580  3,060,915 

1895 6,420,345  3,815,190  3,616,320 

1899 6,840,425  4,099,545  3,656,540 

PACIFIC     DEPARTMENT: 

GUTTE    &    FRANK,    Managers, 
303   California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

Assets  in  the  United  States,  $948,772.32 

UNITED    STATES    BRANCH    OFFICE 

Magdeburg  Building,       71  Williams  Street,   New  York. 
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Principal  American  Life  Insurance  Companies'  Annual  Totals. 


Vli,  A  O 

Companies 

Condition. 

Business. 

Assets 

LlabiliJ,ies 

Surplus 

Income 

Expendltu's 

1860 
1870 
1880 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 

17 
71 
34 
.30 
29 
31 
32 
33 
35 
36 
35 
36 
37 

$  24,115,687 

269,520,441 

428.332,871 

753,228.7.59 

819,402,852 

903,734  537 

971,857,224 

1,056,331,683 

1,142,419,926 

1,228,324,342 

1,334,051,344 

1,451,116.914 

1,576,334,673 

*  17,1.59,873 

221.160.702 

3.55.805,939 

664,489,398 

723,045,945 

789,674,017 

855,;»8,038 

916,591,138 

982,669,752 

1.0.53,608,138 

1,148,249,330 

1,239,494,859 

1,351,926,067 

$  6,955,814 

48,359,739 

72,.526.932 

88,7.39,362 

96,3.56,907 

114,060..520 

116,.549,186 

139,740,.545 

1.59,750,174 

174,716,203 

185,802,015 

211,622,056 

224,402,606 

$    5,998,144 
105,026,148 
77,403,445 
187,424,959 
201,931,425 
223.024.998 
236,683,205 
256,624,477 
266.897.202 
279,371,106 
301,268,179 
.320,810,627 
355,946,005 

$    2,908,936 
63,876,840 
66.317,8.59 
126.6,53,529 
135,792,048 
1.52,890,333 
166.540.314 
177,863,3.33 
185,772,902 
199n73,299 
205,866,393 
218,51,5,256 
243,154,558 

To  and  from  Policyholders. 


Companies 

Account  with  Policyholders 

Year 

Received  from 
Premiums 

Losses,  Endow- 
ments and  An- 
nuities Paid. 

Lapsed,  Surren- 
dered and  Pur- 
chased Policies 

Dividends  to 
Policy- 
holders. 

Total  Pay- 
ments to 
Policyholder 

1860 

1870 

17 
71 
34 
30 
29 
31 
32 
33 
35 
36 
35 
.36 
37 

$    4.770,346 
90,298,266 
53,972,388 
149,.5.53,949 
162,624,444 
180,608,1.56 
192,706,839 
205,132,044 
215,199,302 
223,714,320 
239,394,411 
252,717,033 
283,038,362 

,$  1,360.000 
19,522,712 
;»,032,174 
58.608,615 
62,731,496 
72,.576,866 
75,903,820 
78,313,162 
84,791,621 
90,768,-307 
92,688.305 
98,656.662 

111,788,691 

$    243,954 
9,616,988 
9,923,026 
13,827,225 
16,230,891 
15,658,759 
19,8.39,418 
23,164,107 
22,889,492 
26,368,039 
26,431,312 
26.436,306 
23,080,964 

8      497.848 
15,809,.557 
13,171,992 
14,271. .500 
13,991,225 
14, .386,195 
14,823,176 
14,577,4.55 
15,297,603 
17,083,168 
18,425,197 
19,694,634 
20,917,143 

$    2.101,802 
44,919,257 

1880  .    .    

.53,127,192 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893  . 

86,707,340 
92,953,612 
102  621,820 
110,566.414 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

116,0.54,724 
122,978,716 
134.219,514 
1.37,.544,814 

1898 

144,787,602 

1899 

155,786.798 

New  and  Outstanding  Insurance,  and  Sundries. 


Com- 
panies 

Policies  in  Force 

Policies  Issued 

Miscellaneous 

Year 

No. 

Insurance 

No. 

Amount  of 
Insurance 

Income 
fromlnvest- 

Taxes,  Com- 
missions 
and  other 

Capital 

Dividends 
to  Stock- 

1860  .    . 

17 

56,046 

$    163,703,455 

12,639 

$  35,589,934 

$    1,227,798 

$     744.801 

$  2,121, 2fX) 

if  62,3.36 

1870  .    . 

71 

747,807 

2,023.884  955 

237,180 

587,863,236 

14,727,«82 

18.349.431 

10,519,484 

578,152 

1880  .    . 

34 

608,681 

1,475,994,672 

72.267 

148,596,3.35 

23.431.057 

12,951.312 

5.100..500 

339,355 

1890  .    . 

30 

1,272,895 

3,542,955,751 

285,797 

880,711,283 

.37,871,009 

37,871,009 

5,099,550 

329,407 

1891  .    . 

29 

1,4(K),007 

3,861, .584,383 

323,4a3 

928,256,338 

39,306,980 

42,3,50,371 

6.e)40„500 

488,062 

1892  .    . 

31 

1,5.34,241 

4,201,619,793 

348,.580 

947.804,283 

42,41-6,841 

49.665,728 

7,407,70(1 

602,782 

1893  .    . 

32 

1.671,0,39 

4,511,036,550 

398,9.56 

1,0.52.403,648 

43,976,366 

55,205.335 

8.570,,500 

768,502 

1894 

33 

1,780,307 

4,657,583,046 

396.843 

985,.520.O33 

51.492,4^3 

61,073,545 

8,970..500 

735,062 

1895  .    . 

35 

1,877,808 

4,818,170,945 

366.565 

864,815,534 

51,697,899 

62.052.870 

9.,570.500 

741,312 

1896  . 

36 

1,975,747 

4,967,576.418 

3.50,106 

796.124,326 

55,658,786 

64,160,731 

9,810,5(J0 

793,052 

1897  .    . 

35 

2,166,274 

5,279,044,224 

431,457 

923.804,876 

61.873,767 

67,582.024 

9,740,500 

739,554 

1898  .    . 

.36 

2,364,597 

5,630,053.311 

485.735 

1,018,366,027 

63,987,607 

72,898.501 

9,740,500 

829,151 

1899  .    . 

37 

2,700,550 

6,265,908,078 

632,704 

1,304,306,028 

67,683,005 

86,622,696 

9,740,500 

745,062 
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Grand  Life  Figures. 

Grand  is  the  fit  word.  Not  merely  be- 
cause the  totals  are  immense,  dealing- 
with  millions  and  billions,  but  because 
they  testify  to  good  work  for  humasity. 

Last  year  the  American  life  companies 
paid  nearly  156  millions  to  policyholders, 
and  covered  with  the  shield  of  life  in- 
surance 632,704  more  policyholders  and 
their  families. 

The  amount  written  last  year  was  over 
a  billion  three  hundred  and  four  millions — 
the  largest  amount  ever  written  in  a  single 
year.  It  is  a  gain  of  $285,940,001— the 
largest  gain  ever  made  in  a  single  year. 
It  is  $251,902,380  more  than' was  ever  be- 
fore written  in  one  year. 

You  will  find  this  interestingi  compila- 
tion on  another  page.  You  will  not  find 
it  in  any  other  publication. 

Look  it  over.  Note  the  tremendous 
totals  and  the  wonderful  gains.  ' '  Ninety- 
nine  "  was  the  bannei-  yeai  in  American 
life  insurance. 

In  1860  there  was  only  164  million  in- 
surance in  force.  Now  the  amount  is  over 
six  and  a  quarter  billions.  Then  there 
were  fifty-six  thousand  policyholders. 
Now  there  are  2,700,000. 

All  this  wonderful  progress,  as  shown  in 
the  table,  has  been  made  in  less  than 
forty  years.  Comparatively,  the  totals  of 
'60  and  of  '99  are  as  one-inch  line  to  a 
thirty-six  inch  line,  if  diagrammed,  as 
regards  both  new  business  and  insurance 
outstanding.  Take  a  yard-stick,  for  an- 
other example.  The  entire  stick  repre- 
sents the  American  life  business  of  '99; 
the  first  inch  represents  the  business  of 
1860. 


Twenty  states  compel  the  insurance 
companies  to  pay  losses  on  buildings  ac- 
cording to  the  values  fixed  by  the  own- 
ers, and  not  according  to  the  cost  of 
replacing  the  building.  The  poor  devil 
of  an  agent,  who  does  not  know,  asks 
the  value  of  the  owner,  who  does  know, 
and  takes  his  woj-d  for  it.  The  valued 
policy  law  makes  it  an  object  for  the 
owner  to  lie  and  then  set  fire  to  his 
property. 


Louis  Windmuller  relates  this  incident 
in  his  article  on  wasteful  methods:  "A 
man  recently  insured  in  Ohio  his  store  for 
$40,000  (which  cost  him  $20,000)  and  then 
destroyed  it  by  fire.  He  would  have 
succeeded  in  collecting  the  larger  amount 
if  he  had  not  foi'gotten  a  party  wall  which 
had  supported  his  building,  and  in  which 
his  neighbor  was  equally  inter-ested.  Be- 
cause the  neighbor  declined  to  join,  the 
conspiracy  failed." 

The  companies — or  some  of  them — are 
responsible  for  much  of  the  prejudice 
which  calls  for  valued  policy  legislation. 
They  employ  scallawags  as  agents  and 
adjusters. 

London  &    Lancashire   Fire   Insurance    Com- 
pany. 

The  thirty-eighth  annual  meeting  of 
the  London  &  Lancashire  Fire  was  held 
recently.  We  compile  the  following 
totals  from  the  directors'  report: 

Assets,  $7,344,540,  apportioned  in  cap- 
ital, reserves,  etc.,  as  follows:  paid-uji 
capital,  $1,063,750:  reserve  and  reinsui'- 
ance  fund,  $3,000,000:  other  funds.  $3,280,- 
790.  The  company  owns  office  buildings 
in  Liverpool,  London.  Bristol,  Dublin, 
the  Colonies,  New  York  and  Buenos 
Ayres,  unencumbered,  to  the  amount  of 
$1,002,380. 

The  net  fire  premiums  last  year 
amounted  to  $4,206,040,  with  $2,248,755 
losses  paid  and  outstanding.  This  is  the 
marvelously  low  loss  ratio  of  53.4  per 
cent,  in  a  year  of  high  loss  ratios  gen- 
erally. 

The  United  States  branch  statement 
shows  the  investment  of  $2,861,662  in  this 
country.  The  surplus  is  $1,079,083.  The 
premium  income  was  $1,640,526.  The 
loss  ratio,  generally  so  low,  was  64  per 
cent.,  but  this  is  several  points  lower 
than  the  average  for  all  companies  in 
this  country  during  fiery  '99. 

The  Pacific  department,  under  the 
management  of  Wm.  Macdonald  (who  is 
assisted  by  D.  E.  Miles),  makes  the  usual 
enviable  exhibit  of  profitable  results. 
The  losses  paid  were  only  37.8  per  cent., 
and  the  losses  incurred  only  37-1  per  cent, 
of  the  premiums. 
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Manager  Macdonald  also  repi'esents 
the  Noi'walk  Fire,  the  English-American 
Underwriters,  the  State  Fire  of  Liver- 
pool and  the  Netherlands  Fire  of  The 
Hague.  For  the  several  companies  com- 
prising his  department  he  wrote  last 
year  $317,468  premiums  and  incurred  only 
35.6  per  cent,  losses.  In  the  past  five 
years,  as  shown  by  the  Coast  Review 
Chart,  the  department  has  written 
$],592,315  in  premiums,  and  has  incurred 
a  low  average  loss  ratio. 


Pacific  Western  Fire  Business  for  a   Series   of 
Years. 

Excepting  Arizona,  Wayhiugton,  Idaho 
and  New  Mexico,  the  tire  business  of  the 
Pacific  Westei'n  states  for  a  series  of 
years,  as  printed  elsewhere  in  a  page 
table,  shows  a  seeming  underwriting 
profit.  There  is  to  be  taken  into  consid- 
eration with  the  loss  and  expense  I'atios 
the  taxes  and  the  unearned  premium. 

The  showing  ,  altogether,  however,  is 
satisfactory.  It  is  better  than  that  of 
any  other  section  of  the  Union.  The  mar- 
gin, unfortunately,  is  not  large  enough  in 
any  state  to  maintain  itself  against  any 
flaming  conflagration.  The  possibility  of 
such  a  catastrophe  is,  like  the  poor, 
always  with  us. 


Shabby  Tricks  in  Life  Insurance. 

After  glancing  at  old  copies  of  this 
magazine,  printed  in  the  early  '70's.  there 
is  an  impression  that  the  world  of  life  in- 
surance has  certainly  grown  better. 
There  was  a  vast  deal  of  disreputable 
woi'k  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago.  Anon- 
ymous abusive  circulars,  false  figures  and 
gross  misrepresentations  were  frequently 
mentioned;  and  lying,  cheating,  boai-d- 
jumping,  forging  and  absconding  life 
solicitors  often  gave  occasion  for  some 
lively  articles  with  sensational  headlines. 
The  only  extenuating  cii-cumstances  were 
the  newness  of  the  West  and  the  general 
inexperience  of  life  insurance  manage- 
ment. 

We  dissemble  better  nowadays,  it  is 
true — there  are  shabby  ti'icks  in  the 
trade  of  life  insurance  now  as  ever — but 


there  has  been  a  great  improvement. 
We  do  not  know  of  any  -'Morse's"  in  the 
business  at  the  present  time.  No  general 
agent  would  now  openly  identify  himself 
with  a  professional  liar  and  swindler;  nor 
issue  the  scandalous  circulars  which  in 
those  days  did  excellent  ci-edit  to  the 
father  of  lies  himself. 

But  there  is  scandalous  conduct  to-day, 
too;  and  conniving  managers  and  gen- 
eral agents  high  up,  as  well  as  solicitors, 
are  responsible  for  low  down  tricks.  We 
are  not  referring  to  legitimate  circulars 
containing  facts  and  comparative  figures. 

Quito  recently  we  have  seen  an  un- 
signed circular  cunningly  compiled,  mak- 
ing direct  charges  which  are  a  distortion 
of  facts— a  blending  of  half  truths  and 
whole  falsehoods.  This  ingenious  mis- 
representation is  being  circulated  by  the 
agents  of  a  regular  company,  with  the 
object  of  injuring  another  regular  com- 
pany, and  "twisting"  its  business.  Such 
methods  never  succeed  where  the  policy- 
holder reflects  that  the  guilty  solicitoi- 
has  a  considerable  cash  interest  in  the 
success  of  a  lie. 

We  dissemble  better  in  '99  than  in  '75. 
How  very  crudethe  old  methods  now  seem. 
To-day  the  manager  or  general  agent — 
or  company — can  escape  the  charge  of 
issuing  one  of  these  abusive  or  misi-epre- 
senting  circulars  in  a  way  so  charmingly 
simple  that  one  is  amazed  that  it  was  not 
thought  of  twenty-five  years  ago. 

This  simple  device  is  the  purchase  of 
copies  of  an  insurance  or  other  journal, 
or  pages  thereof,  containing  the  desired 
scui'rilous  article  on  another  company, 
but  also  containing,  as  a  mere  excuse  for 
the  purchase  of  the  extra  copies,  an  ad- 
dress, petition  or  complimentai'y  article 
relating  to  the  company  which  pays  the 
bill. 

Two  recent  examples  of  this  cowardly 
modern  trick  in  life  insurance  have  come 
under  our  notice. 


Very  few  "fraternals"  are  really  frater- 
nal. They  repudiate  the  most  sacred 
obligations,  if  repudiation  be  required  in 
order  to  pay  the  officers'  salaries. 
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Woodmen  of  the  World. 

Chopped  off  the  old  block  in  1S91,  this 
Nebraska  chip  makes  a  pretentious  showing 
of  113,573  members  against  88,481  the  year 
previous.  Still,  17,913  certificates  ceased  to 
be  in  force.  The  order  wrote  a  big  lot  of  new 
business,  and  its  outstanding  insurance 
advanced  from  §159,922,600  to  $199,067,300. 

Independent  Order  of  Foresters. 

This  is  a  Canadian  order,  alleged  to  be 
fraternal.  Last  year  its  outstanding  in- 
surance advanced  from  $178,311,500  to  $194,- 
793,500,  and  its  certificates  from  143,436  to 
161,459.  It  pays  mortuary,  sick,  disability, 
old  age  and  funeral  benefits.  It  is  nearly  19 
years  old.  We  believe  it  attempts  too  much, 
and  is  afflicted  with  blindness. 


Tlie  Bean-bag  in  Fraternal  Insurance. 
The  man  who  depends  on  fraternal  in- 
surance for  the  protection  of  his  family  is 
"  a  natural  born  gambler.'"  The  new  "bean- 
bag  system"  is  therefore  attractive.  A  black 
bean  is  placed  in  a  bag  of  white  beans.  The 
members  of  a  lodge  draw  and  draw,  and  the 
lucky  man  who  draws  the  black  bean  is  not 
required  to  pay  his  month's  dues.  This  in- 
sures attendance  and  lessens  the  gloom. 

Royal  Arcanum. 

Pretty  nearly  23  years  old,  and  still  grow- 
ing. But  thei'e  is  no  fountain  of  perpetual 
youth,  and  the  Royal  Arcanum  is  moving  on 
toward  decrepit  age. 

The  membership  is  now  193,868,  a  gain  of 
nearly  3,700.  The  insui-ance  in  force  is  $."39,- 
920,560,  a  gain  of  over  $2,000,000.  Losses  and 
claims  unpaid  amount  to  $733,7.50.  There  were 
12  assessments  in  1899,   producing  $6,491,620. 


Tlie  Travelers  Sued  in  San  Francisco. 

The  following  paragraph  is  taken  from  the 
Chronicle  of  San  Francisco,  of  June  5 : 

The  suit  of  Cai'oliua  Foster  against  the 
Travelers'  Insurance  Company  of  Hartford, 
Conn.,  was  on  trial  in  Judge  Hunt's  court 
yesterday.  Her  husband,  William  B.  Foster, 
had  an  insurance  policy  for  $5,000.  The  com- 
pany was  to  pay  that  amount  to  California 
Lodge,  No  1,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in 
trust  for  Mrs.  Foster,  in  case  he  should  die 
from  accidental  injury.  In  August,  1898,  the 
roof  of  a  structure  fell  and  crushed  him  and 
he  died  in  the  following  month.  The  com- 
pany's agent  denied  that  the  accident  was 
the  cause  of  death. 


American  .Legion  of  Honor. 

Income,  $1,588,273;  outgo,  $1,733,101.  Notice 
the  excess.  Great  loss  of  membership;  large 
decline  in  net  ledger  assets.  See  May  Coast 
Review. 

Knigiits  of  Honor. 

Whew!  here  is  a  fall,  mj'  countrymen. 
What  think  you  of  nearly  18,000  lapses  out  of 
82,256?  But  some  new  members  were  taken 
in,  and  1,887  losses  and  claims  were  "scaled 
down,  compi'omised  or  paid  during  1899."  The 
gross  amount  of  outstanding  insurance  has 
fallen  from  $146,703,000  to  .$118.469,0(0 !  The 
membership  has  fallen  from  82,2.^)6  to  66,863. 
Outstanding  losses  amount  to  $726,766. 


Order  of  Cliosen  Friends. 

A  I'eorganized  band,  this.  It  formerly  com- 
promised its  claims,  and  it  still  lives. 

The  supreme  council  reports  20,797  certifi- 
cates in  force  for  .$31,477,090.  This  is  a  falling 
off.  A  year  ago  the  certificates  in  force  were 
21,928  for  $33,8.33.500. 

Losses  and    claims   unpaid    have   advanced 
from  100  for  $167,000  to  1.57  for  $221,197. 
■  The  tasting  of  these  figures  is  proof  of  sure 
decay. 

Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 

It  is  a  fair  seeming  exhibit  that  this  17- 
year-old  makes. 

The  outstanding  insurance  has  risen  from 
$617,066,000  to  $786,811,000  in  a  year.  The 
certificates  in  force  have  advanced  from  326,- 
488  to  428,361. 

The  order  is  growing  rapidly,  with  a  great 
inflow  of  new  blood,  which  keeps  down  the 
death  rate.  But  after  a  while  Father  Time 
will  get  in  his  deadly  work  among  the  Wood- 
men. The  order  cannot  escape  the  fate  of 
fraternal  societies  which  cease  to  grow. 


A  High  Death  Rate. 

Here  is  a  high  death  rate  indeed.  There 
were  724,467  veterans  on  the  pension  rolls  last 
year.  Since  then,  24,784  have' died.  This  is 
a  death  rate  of  34.2  per  1,000.  Some  of  the 
assessment  life  companies  suffered  about  the 
same  death  rate  just  before  they  faile;d.  The 
fraternal  insurance  societies  will  experience 
a  smiilar  death  rate  soon  after  they  cease  to 
grow.  Poor  old  soldier  boys!  Not  many  of 
them  will  be  with  us  long.  There  are  now 
925,000  survivors  of  the  Union  army,  at  an 
average  age,  it  is  estimated,  of  59  years.  Great 
armies  are  made   up  chiefly   of     boys,  be   it 
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remembei'ed ;  and  it  is  thirty-tive  years  since 
the  close  of  the  war.  The  last  survivor  of  the 
war  of  1812  died  last  summer,  seventy-five 
years  after  peace  was  declared.  Hats  off  to 
the  veterans !     This  is  May  30. 

Knights  of  the  Maccabees. 

Being  less  than  seven  years  old,  this  Michi- 
gan fraternal  society  can  show  a  low  death 
rate —partly  because  it  is  very  young  and 
partly  because  it  is  growing  fast.  Probably 
it  is  catching  the  disappointed  fellows  who 
are  withdrawing  from  the  older  societies 
which  are  compelled  to  increase  their  assess- 
ments. 

But  no  matter.  The  Knights  will  have 
their  days  of  sorrow  too.  It  is  only  a  question 
of  time.  Nobody  can  cheat  death ;  no  fraternal 
managers  can  defy  the  mortality  tables. 

The  Macs  have  197,132  members,  insured 
for  1244,956,500.  This  is  a  gain  of  about 
$45,000,000.  

Knights  of  Pythias. 

The  endowment  rank  presents  the  follow- 
ing figures  for  January  1,  1900: 

Ledger  assets,  $488,457,  a  decline  of  nearly 
18,000. 

Income,  $1,352,695 ;  disbursements,  $1,360,537, 
or  about  $8,000  excess. 

Certificates  in  force,  60,522  lor  $108,389,500, 
against  54,771  for  $100,527,500  the  year  before. 

Losses  and  claims  unpaid,  158  for  $331,634, 
of  which  the  amount  resisted  is  $53,634. 
Losses  and  claims  unpaid  have  increased 
$44,000. 

Of  the  $488,4.57  ledger  assets,  $216,243  is 
invested  in  a  foreclosed  hotel. 

The  showing  is  not  encouraging  for  the 
Knights  of  Pythias;  though  it  seems  better 
than  might  fairly  have  been  expected  of  an 
order  nearly  23  years  old. 


cent,  in  1899,  with  an  average  of  6.32  per  cent, 
for  the  twelve  years. — Irvin. 


Fire  Insurance  Taxation. 
The  amount  of  taxes  paid  by  the  162  com- 
panies was  $4,495,332,  which  was  3.34  per 
cent,  of  the  premiums  and  10.35  per  cent,  of 
the  premiums  less  losses.  This  table  shows 
that  in  six  of  the  ten  years  the  business 
per  se  was  done  at  a  loss.  It  indicates  un- 
mistakably that  the  ratio  of  taxes  to  prem- 
iums has  increased  steadily,  viz.  :  from  2.28 
per  cent,  in  1888  to  3.34  in  1899,  with  an 
average  of  2.52  per  cent,  for  the  whole  period 
of  twelve  years.  The  percentage  of  the  tax 
to  premiums  less  losses  is  still  more  marked. 
I^'rom  5.64  per  cent,  in  1888  jt  rose  to  10  35   per 


Life  Notes. 

The  Equitable  Life  has  established  a  total 
abstinence  class. 

The  Northwestern  Mutual  is  doing  the  largest 
business  in  its  history. 

The  Royal  Arcanum  claims  a  gain  of  forty-six 
hundred  members,  making  a  total  of  200. coo. 

The  Ben  Franklin  life  is  starting  from  Boston. 
May  be  it  will  come  West  an'S  grow  up  with  the 
country  like  lightning. 

The  Swiss  compulsory  accident  and  sickness 
insurance  law,  submitted  to  the  "referendum" 
vote,  was  rejected. 

The  surplus  of  the  Travelers  has  been  falling, 
falling.  Its  position  in  this  respect  is  unique 
among  life  insurance  companies. 

The  Economic  Life  of  Iowa  has  been  swallowed 
by  the  Des  Moines  Life.  Whether  good  digestion 
waits  on  appetite  remains  to  be  seen. 

The  Provident  Savings'  Indianapolis  managers 
(says  a  press  dispatch)  have  appointed  Gov.  Taylor 
of  Kentucky  executive  manager.  Gov.  Taylor 
recently  lost  his  job. in  the  "  bloody  ground"  state, 
in  a  way  not  to  be  discussed  in  these  columns. 

The  New  York  Life  issued  a  policy  for  $10,000  on 
life  of  John  J.  Cravens,  in  Missouri.  He  died  after 
four  annual  premiums  had  been  paid,  and  was  in 
default  for  subsequent  premiums.  Widow  sued  to 
recover  full  amount  of  insurance,  less  amount  of 
premiums  due.  The  company  held  that,  according 
to  contract,  the  amount  due  was  $2,670.  The 
Missouri  court  held  that  according  to  the  statutes 
of  that  state  Mrs.  Cravens  was  entitled  to  the 
amount  sued  for,  and  the  United  States  supreme 
court  has  affirmed. 


Fire  alarm  boxes  in  New  York  are  to  be  painted 
with  white  zinc  hereafter. 

Acetylene  gas  generators  explode  right  along, 
regardless  of  all  promises  to  the  contrary. 

The  health  of  an  insurance  corporation  is  main- 
tained much  the  same  as  the  health  of  an  indi- 
vidual. A  man  cannot  maintain  his  strength  and 
vitality  by  eating  "angel  food"  alone;  neither  is 
it,  in  our  judgment,  advisable  for  an  insurance 
company  to  try  to  maintain  itself  by  writing  ex- 
clusively preferred  business,  when  the  nourishing 
element,  in  the  way  of  adequate  rates,  has  been 
taken  out  of  it.  There  are  certain  substances 
which  are  poisonous  to  the  human  being,  and  there 
are  many  classes  of  risks  and  hazards  which  are 
poisonous  to  an  insurance  company.  We  believe 
that  even  as  the  human  body  needs  a  variety  of 
nourishing  foods  to  produce  the  best  results,  so 
the  insurance  company  whicli  accepts  a  fair 
average  of  risks  at  adequate  rates  will  reach  the 
best  results.— Faymonville. 
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Marine  Experience  in  the  United  States. 

We  print  elsewhere  a  table  of  the 
marine  premiums  and  losses  of  the 
marine  and  tire-marine  companies  in  the 
United  States  last  year.  The  Coast  Re- 
view is  the  only  insurance  journal  com- 
piling marine  figures. 


American  Marine  and  Inland  Business  in  1899. 

AMERICAN   COMPANIES. 

Premiums.  Losses. 

American  &  Foreign  .          .   .     $61,436.  $24,918 

^tna 287,640  ■  172,331 

Atlantic  (Marine  Co.) 2,970.170  2,212,607 

Assurance  Co.  of  America  .   .               37  n.452 

Boston 756.313  7(^9.069 

Citizens,  St.  Louis 773  6 

Colonial 28,085  24,152 

Detroit 46.637  54,422 

Delaware •  •   ■  538 

Erie 5,069  141, 355 

Equitable  F.  &  M 1,252  219 

Fireman's  Fund 393,607  357,633 

Globe  &  Rutgers       32,659  104,851 

Greenwicb 152,364  M7,758 

Home  Mutual 57,825  37,954 

Home,  New  York 240,731  199,472 

Ins.  Co.  of  North  America    .    .    1,804,037  1,923,007 

National  Standard 37  16,066 

New  York  Fire 47.675  60,217 

Orient 26,386  _  27,618 

Providence-Washington  .   .    ,       362,474   '  310.552 

St.  Paul  F.  &  M 337,71:  323,213 

Security,  Connecticut   ....        50,444  53,981 

Sun,  La 17,921  7,9' ' 

Southern 7,710  2,600 

Teutonia 34,974  18,285 

United  States  Fire 31,826  34,880 

Washington I5,374  17,742 

Western 262  .   . 

Total $7,771,429  $6,994,809 

FOREIGN    COMPANIES. 

Premiums.  Losses. 

British  America $250,158  $209,136 

British  and  Foreign 1.461,279  688,877 

Commercial  Union 113,989  20,269 

General  Marjne 14. 866  15,801 

Indemnity 299,938  773,483 

London 388,130  245,974 

Manheim 412.959  241,268 

Royal  Exchange 5,974  772 

Reliance 110.033  110,623 

Sea 411,231  322,612 

Standard 328,607  266,933 

Switzerland 222,477  68,922 

Thames  and  Mersey   .   .          .      411,060  222,381 

Union 260,276  176,376 

Western 359,271  322,915 

Total $5,050,248  $3,686,342 


REPRESENTED  ONLY  ON  THE  COAST. 

Premiums.  Losses. 

Associated  Assurance  Co. 's   .  $101, 886  $64,654 

Alliance 18,438  1,208 

Canton 63,767  39,842 

China  Traders 5,026  1,671 

Fonciere 60,199  40,087 

Frankfort 105.459  65,603 

London ■  17,397  8,687 

Man  On i,933  •    •    • 

Imperial 26,702  21,192 

Marine 31,014  3,147 

Maritime 49,031  38,401 

Nippon  Sea 53.876  39,34o 

New  Zealand 29,924  23,637 

North  China 24,006  23,118 

Ocean 16,558  1,300 

Po  On 542  .  .   . 

Swiss  Marine  Combined   .   .    .  161,358  76,098 

Universo 12,269  5,043 

Wilhelma 24,380  20.699 

Yangtsze 27,345  32,295 

Total $833,110  $506,022 

Grand  Totals $13,654,787      $11,187,173 

Ratio 82.7 

In  1898  the  American  companies  received  in 
premiums  $7,878,327;  the  foreign  companies, 
$.5,129,354,  while  the  companies  represented 
only  on  this  Coast  received  $890,193,  making-  a 
grand  total  of  $13,397,874.  This  is  a  gain  of 
$257,000.  The  past  year  was  a  serious  one  for 
marine  as  well  as  fire  oflQces. 


Possible  Reinsurance  Trick, 

But  let  us  take  a  more  extreme  case,  to 
show  what  might  be  accomplished  with  that 
wonderful  Aladdin's  lamp  of  reinsurance 
under  a  lax  administration  by  insurance  de- 
partments. Two  companies,  we  will  say, 
instead  of  one,  are  in  an  impaired  condition 
as  the  close  of  the  year  approaches,  each  lack- 
ing $50,000  in  funds  to  establish  an  equilibrium 
between  assets  and  liabilities.  But  their 
managers  linow  a  thing  or  two,  and  they 
mutually  agree  by  contract  that  each  com- 
pany shall  reinsure  $200,000  with  the  other. 
Before  the  change  the  liability  of  each  com- 
pany for  reserve  on  this  amount  was  $100,000. 
Each  company  agrees  to  assume  these  risks 
for  the  other  for  (10  per  cent,  of  the  unearned 
premium.  If  each  charges  itself  as  a  reserve 
50  per  cent,  of  what  it  is  to  receive,  it  would 
make-that  charge  $30,000.  The  result,  there- 
fore, is  that  each  company  relieves  itself  of  a 
liability  of  $100,000  for  reserve  and  accepts 
one  of  $30,000,  a  net  gain  of  $70,000,  which, 
wonderful  to  relate,  has  changed  an  impair- 
ment of  .$.50,000  to  a  surplus  of  $20,000  with  all 
the  ease  of  a  magician's  touch. — Fred.  L. 
Cutting,  Ins.  Com. 
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The  Former  New  York  Notice  Law- 
Mrs.  Guy  C.  Phiiinej',  of  Seattle,  lost  her 
case  against  the  Mutual  Life,  in  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States.  Phinuey  paid,  in 
some  way,  the  first  premium  of  $8,770  on  a 
policy  for  $100,000.  That  was  the  only  pre- 
mium he  paid.  Three  years  later  he  died. 
Attorneys  persuaded  the  widow  to  sue,  on  the 
ground  of  the  company's  failure  to  give  formal 
notice  of  forfeiture  as  required  by  the  law  of 
New  York — where  the  contract  was  not  made. 
Three  other  cases  were  in  court,  on  the  same 
technical  plea.  If  the  decision  had  been  in 
their  favor,  it  would  have  opened  extensive 
opportunities  for  suits  on  innumerable  policies 
forfeited  for  failure  to  pay  second  or  third 
premium.  A  decision  favorable  to  Mrs. 
Phinney  would  have  restored  these  policies  to 
life,  and  made  the  companies  liable  on  all 
deaths  occurring  meantime. 


Five    Years*  Business   of   the 
California. 


Mutual  Life  in 


Jan.  1 

New 
Bumiess. 

Lajiaed, 
Etc. 

Clainis 
Paul. 

Total  Loss 
of  Bu.wiess 

1895 

$4,218,.t06 

$5,624,321 

$515,448 

$6,139,769 

1896 

4.969,361 

3,068,390 

606,258 

3,674,648 

1897 

3,6.52,545 

3.326,920 

559,317 

3,886,237 

1898 

3,647,728 

1.496,335 

644,859 

2,141,194 

1899 

2,836,042 

2,017,617 

652,451 

3,670,068 

Total. $18,324,082      $15,.533,583    $2,978,333       $18,511,916 
1900      4,657,485  2,106,930         567,522  3,674,452 

The  past  year  has  improved  the  showing  of 
this  great  company  in  California.  The  total 
of  new  business  for  the  six  years  is  .$33,981,- 
567,  while  the  total  loss  of  business,  through 
lapses,  claims  paid,  etc.,  was  131,186,368. 
This  leaves  a  net  gain  of  $1,795,199,  made  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  The  new  policy,  doubt- 
less, is  entitled  to  some  credit  for  the  gain 
made  in  '99. 

We  compile  the  foregoing  figures,  not  be- 
cause they  are  peculiar  to  the  company,  but 
because  they  present  convincing  evidence  of 
the  truth  of  the  statement  that  business 
written  under  the  whip  and  spur  of  an  ambi- 
tion for  pre-eminence  is  not  good  business.  It 
doesn't  stay.  It  is  obtained  by  artificial, 
high-pressure  methods,  and  is  easily  diverted 
or  permanently  lapsed.  The  struggle  of  the 
giant  billionaire  companies  will  hereafter  be 
a  struggle  to  maintain  their  billion  of  insur- 
ance in  force. 

The  Associated  Press,  in  its  instructions  to 
correspondents,  asks  for  fire  losses  of  $1,000  or 
more,  and  the  amount  of  insurance,  but  does 
not  ask  for  names  of  companies. 


A  Confession,  but  No  Conscience  Money. 
[  To  prove  the  old  adage  that  "Conscience 
'makes  cowards  of  us  all,"  although  it  is  a 
long  time  before  the  conscience  of  some  people 
begins  to  awaken,  the  following  will,  no 
doubt,  interest  some  of  our  readers. 

The  manager  of  a  certain  company  was 
called  upon,  a  few  days  ago,  by  the  pastor  of 
of  one  of  the  churches,  who  stated  that  he 
came  to  the  oflice  on  behalf  of  a  man  who  was 
formerly  insured  in  the  company  represented 
bj^  said  manager,  and  who  was  now,  prac- 
tically, in  a  dying  condition.  This  man  had 
requested  the  pastor  to  say  that  a  loss  which 
occurred  some  years  ago,  and  which  the  com- 
pany had  adjusted  by  a  well  known  adjuster, 
and  settled,  was  a  dishonest  one.  and  before 
he  died  he  desired  the  comjiany  and  its  man- 
ager to  forgive  him  to  the  extent  of  the  loss. 

On  looking  over  the  papers  it  was  found 
that  the  fire  occurred  from  the  explosion  of  a 
coal  oil  lamp.  The  assured  attempted  to  put 
the  blaze  out  by  throwing  his  coat  over  it. 
The  lamp  exploded,  and  fire  ensued.  The 
fire  department  was  called  out,  and  the  fire 
extinguished.  Some  hours  after  the  depart- 
ment left,  the  fire  broke  out  again,  and,  by 
reason  of  this  second  fire,  the  stock  was 
practically  destroyed,  and  it  was,  no  doubt, 
the  second  fire  for  which  the  assured  desired 
forgiveness. 

The  dying  man  was,  of  course,  penniless, 
and  he  therefore  could  not  return  to  the  com- 
pany the  money  which  was  paid  to  him  ;  and 
not  being  satisfied  to  go  to  the  other  world 
without  a  clear  record,  he  asked  forgiveness 
for  his  wrong-doing.  The  company  being  a 
strong  one,  and  the  manager  sympathetic,  as 
he  could  not  get  back  the  money  paid,  the 
dying  man  was  forgiven  his  $750,  the  amount 
of  the  loss.  The  manager's  only  consolation 
was  that  another  company,  which  was  inter- 
ested in  the  loss,  forgave  him  $1,350.  Thus, 
even  in  .sorrow,  are  we  consoled. 


The   Intel-national    Registry   Co.    of     New 
York  is  again  in  trouble. 


Inherent  Vice. — An  Insurance  company,  which, 
by  its  policy,  contracts  to  insure  "  against  all 
direct  loss  or  damage  by  fire,"  etc.,  is  not  liable 
for  damages  arising  from  smoke  and  soot  escaping 
from  a  defective  or  disarranged  stovepipe  and 
emanating  from  a  Are  intentionally  built  in  a 
stove  and  kept  confined  therein;  nor  for  damages 
caused  by  water  used  in  cooling  a  portion  of  the 
ceiling  heated  by  such  pipe,  but  not  actually 
ignited  thereby,  it  not  appearing  that  the  use  of 
water  was  necessary  to  prevent  ignition.— Cannon 
vs.  Phoenix,  Ga.,  S.  C. 
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Manager    Charles    Christensen's    Department. 

From  rank  35  to  rank  27  in  Coast  pre- 
miums, last  year!  This  is  the  record  of 
Maj.  Christensen's  department,  as  shown 
by  a  comparison  of  the  agency  tables  in 
the  Coast  Review  charts  for  1900  and 
1899.  It  is  a  noteworthy  advance  from 
$160,297  fire  premiums  in  1898  to  $181,076 
in  1899 — a  gain  of  over  12  per  cent,  in  a 
year  of    reduced  premiums  in  this  field. 

Manager  Christensen  i-epresents  strong 
and  long  established  companies,  which 
have  been  operating  on  this  Coast  for 
many  years.  They  have  established  a 
reputation  which  has  strengthened  them 
with  both  property-holdei's  and  local 
agents.  In  a  word,  they  are  old  reliable 
companies. 

THE    AMERICAN   CENTRAL. 

Established  in  1853  and  has  $1,130,868 
surplus  to  policyholders.  Assets  and  sur- 
plus advance  year  after  year.  Has  a 
handsome  net  surplus  over  capital  and  all 
liabilities.  What  more  need  be  said? 
Here  is  ample  evidence  of  strength,  of 
popularity,  of  good  management,  and  of 
good  fortune.  Take,  for  example,  five 
years'  figures,  as  printed  in  the  Coast 
Review  Chart: 

Jan.l  .  Assets.  Surplus. 

1896 $1,661,187  $    851,241 

1897 1,669,24-t  893,584 

1898  1,738,262  1,001,578 

1899  1,844,965  1,086,072 

1900 1,941.324  1.130,868 

Now    note    the   invariable    progress    in 

both  columns  from  year  to  year.  Go 
back  several  years  more,  and  the  same 
happy  experience  is  exhibited  in  the 
figures  of  the  company's  resources.  The 
American  Central  has  been  operating  con- 
tinuously on  the  Coast  for  many  years. 

THE   ST.    PAUL. 

Here  is  another  company  strong  in  sur- 
plus funds — the  St.  Paul  Fire  and  Marine 
Insurance  Company.  It  has  $664,368  net 
surplus  over  the  $500,000  capital  and  all 
liabilities,  making  the  policyholders'  sur- 
plus $1,164,368.  Altogether  it  has  two 
and  a  half  million  assets.  The  St.  Paul 
also  has   been  operating  continuously  in 


this  field  for  many  years.  It  is  thirty- 
five  years  old.  It  increased  its  reinsur- 
ance reserve  and  its  premium  income  last 
year.  The  business  was  increased  also  on 
the  Coast,  to  a  notable  degree. 

LLOYDS    PLATE  GLASS. 

Manager  Christensen  also  represents 
the  largest  plate  glass  insurance  com- 
pany— the  Lloyds,  of  New  York,  a  joint 
stock  company,  and  therefore  a  "Lloyds  " 
in  name  only.  This  company  has  the 
largest  assets  and  surplus  and  premium 
income,  among  the  plate  glass  companies. 
It  has  $414,539  surplus  as  regards  policy- 
holders, which  makes  its  indemnity  to 
plate  glass  owners  exceptionally  good. 

THE  DEPARTMENT  FIGURES. 

The  total  premiums  of  the  two  fii'e 
offices,  in  the  Pacific  department  were 
$181,076,  a  gain  of  nearly  $21,000  in  a 
year-  when  premiums  generally  were  fall- 
ing off.  The  loss  ratio  was  only  39  per 
cent.  In  addition  to  this  total,  is  the  pre- 
mium income  of  the  Lloyds  Plate  Glass  in 
this  field.  We  are  pleased  to  add  that  the 
business  of  Manager  Christensen's  depart- 
ment is  increasing,  and  larger  figures 
may  be  expected  for  the  business  of  1900. 


Ten  Years  Coast  Fire  Figures. 

An  interesting  compilation,  showing 
the  premium  receipts  of  all  the  fire  com- 
panies in  this  field  during  the  past  ten 
years — making  two  pages  of  nonpareil — 
is  printed  elsewhere.  The  effects  of  the 
rate  war  and  of  increased  term  business 
are  shown  in  the  vai'iations,  the  ups  and 
downs  as  it  were,  of  the  individual  com- 
panies' experience  and  of  the  totals.  The 
reader,  however,  is  reminded  that  the 
New  Zealand  has  in  recent  years  been 
operating  in  i-estricted  tei'ritorj\  owing 
to  the  enactment  of  laws  requiring  specia 
United  States  deposits.  These  deposits 
have  recently  been  made  by  the  company, 
which  is  now  re-entering  Pacific  Western 
states. 

"The  Oriental  of  San  Francisco"  is  the 
latest— according  to  the  wise  Eastern  insur- 
ance press.  Just  imagine  an  Oriental  com- 
pany started  in  an  Occidental  city  ! 
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Pacific  Mutual  Appointments* 

Superintendent  Hig-gins  of  the  Pacific 
Mutual  has  recently  made  appointments 
as  follows: 

Lloyd  Skinner,  generalagent  for  Wisconsin. 

L.  A.  Ci'oy,  general  agent,  Columbus,  O. 

Frank  S.  Sloan,  general  agent,  Pitts- 
burg, Pa. 


A  Hint  to  the  "Wise. 

"Doctor  what  will  you  give  me  for  my 
skeleton?"  was  the  rather  startling  proposi- 
tion that  a  Kansas  farmer  made  to  his  physi- 
cian one  day  not  long  since.  The  farmer  was 
in  bad  health  and  in  sore  need  of  ready 
money.  There  had  been  a  partial  failure  of 
crops  that  year  and  the  payment  on  his  life 
policy  was  about  due.  He  knew  that  he  had 
not  long  to  live  and  he  had  a  wife  and  chil- 
dren. He  would  not  mortgage  his  farm.  The 
premiums  on  his  life  policy  and  some  other 
pressing  debts  were  paid  with  the  moneys 
advanced  by  his  physician  and  when  he  died 
not  long  after,  his  wife  delivered  the  body  as 
per  contract  to  the  doctor.  Now  was'nt  this 
a  better  business,  than  wasting  underground  i 
With  apologies  to  "Little  Breeches." 


Mortality  Statistics  in  the  Census. 

The  following  schedule  of  questions  re- 
lating to  mortality  are  deemed  of  vital  import- 
ance by  the  government,  and  the  enumerators 
were  instructed  to  obtain  answers  to  each. 
The  following  is  a  synopsis: 

Number  of  ward,  in  cities. 

Name  of  person  deceased,  surname,  given 
name  and  middle  initial,  if  any. 

Color  or  race. 

Sex. 

Date  of  birth,  month  and  year. 

Age  at  time  of  death,  years,  months  and 
days. 

Whether  single,  married,  widowed  or 
divorced. 

Place  of  birth  of  person  deceased,  if  over 
10  years  of  age  at  time  of  death. 

Date  of  death,  year  and  month. 

Disease  or  cause  of  death.  In  this  regard 
the  enumerator  was  given  strict  instructions 
to  obtain  all  particulars  and  to  state  causes 
and  diseases  in  medical  terms.  For  example, 
he  was  enjoined  to  report  as  few  deaths  as 
possible  under  the  general  terms,  "disease  of 
the  stomach,"  "disease  of  the  brain,"  etc.  ; 
exact  information  is  wanted.  Acute  and 
chronic  diseases  should  be  distinguished  and 


in  cases  of  suicide  or  violent  death  the  cause 
should  be  definitely  specified. 

Length  of  residence  of  the  decedent  in  the 
city  or  county. 

Name  of  the  attending  physician,  or  fact 
that  thei-e  was  none. 

Physician's  statement  of  the  cause  of  death. 
The  enumerator  was  directed  to  visit  in  per- 
son every  physician  mentioned  in  this  con- 
nection and  verify  the  information  furnished 
by  the  family. 

The  next  in  point  of  importance  is  a  special 
schedule  regarding  persons  defective  in  sight, 
speech  or  hearing.  Only  persons  who  ai-e  so 
deaf  that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  under- 
stand spoken  words  and  those  persons  whose 
sight  is  so  affected  that  they  cannot  read  a 
book  were  to  be  reported.  Persons  who  are 
only  dumb  are  not  to  be  reported;  only  the 
deaf  and  dumb.  Persons  who  are  blind  of  one 
eye,  do  not,  of  course,  come  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  word  blind.  The  following  is  a 
synopsis  of  the  list  of  questions  : 

Full  name,  sex  and  age  of  person  at  date  of 
last  birthday. 

Nature  of  defect  in  sight,  speech  or  hearing. 

If  the  person  was  a  minor,  or  unable 
through  disability  to  respond  to  communica- 
tions by  mail,  the  name  and  address  of  his  or 
her  parents,  guardian  or  nearest  friend  was 
to  be  given. 


Reinsurance  to  Escape  Impairment. 

It  is  well  known  by  those  familiar  with  the 
management  of  fire  insurance  companies  that 
if  business  runs  along  uniformly  and  pros- 
perously the  reserve,  or  unearned  premium, 
of  companies  doing  a  similar  business  will 
bear  a  fairly  uniform  ratio  to  the  gross  pre- 
mium receipts.  An  application  of  this  test  to 
the  December  statements  of  the  stock  fire 
insurance  companies  doing  business  in  this 
commonwealth  revealed  a  wide  divergence  in 
results — too  wide  in  fact  to  warrant  this 
department  in  passing  it  over  without  a  close 
scrutiny  to  discover  if  the  reasons  therefore 
indicated  a  weakness  in  the  financial  con- 
dition of  any  of  the  companies.  In  one  case 
the  reserve  was  only  13  per  cent,  of  the  pre- 
miums received,  and  in  a  few  others  the  ratio 
was  far  from  .satisfactory.  An  investigation 
showed  that  the  companies  to  which  these 
low  ratios  attached  had  reinsured  a  large 
block  of  risks,  in  some  cases  at  the  very  end 
of  the  year,  which  reinsurance  had  the  effect, 
if  not  made  for  the  purpose,  of  saving  them 
from  impairment.  It  is  hardly  too  much  to 
say  that  the  unloading  took  place  in  order  to 
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relieve  the  liability  for  reserve,  and  by  this 
act  to  shift  the  balance  to  show  a  surplus 
instead  of  an  impairment.  Looked  at  in  one 
way,  this  is  legitimate ;  that  is,  the  law  allows 
a  company  to  reinsure  and  to  take  credit  for 
reinsurance  in  authorized  companies.  But 
this  view  of  the  matter  should  not  obscure 
the  fact  that  a  company  reduced  to  such 
straits  to  show  solvency  does  not  inspire  faith 
in  its  financial  strength  nor  give  evidence  of 
prosperity  and  success. — Mass.  Ins.  Rept. 


rates  on  buildings  properly  protected  10  per 
cent. 


"Honors  Are  Easy." 

A  Cincinnati  daily  printed  a  news  item, 
giving  the  particulars  of  a  case  resisted  by 
the  Equitable.  The  Advance  of  HoUister  re- 
prints it,  as  an  original  paragraph — for  the 
affection  it  bears  toward  the  life  agent  who 
furnished  the  copy,  of  course.  One  Behrens 
of  the  New  York  Life  appears  to  be  circulating 
a  printed  copy  of  the  same,  with  advice 
beneath.  One  Goldsmith  of  the  Equitable 
Life  is  circulating  a  printed  statement  of 
another  sort,  likewise  unfairly  reflecting  on 
another  company.  In  this  easy,  honorable 
way  some  life  solicitors  think  they  are  able 
to  get  business. 


Butte  Fire  Department  Report. 

Chief  Sanger  of  Butte,  Mont.,  in  his  annual 
report — his  first — for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
makes  a  good  showing  for  the  efticiency  and 
equipment  of  the  mining  city's  department. 
Of  the  1.52  alarms  sent  in  during  the  year, 
only  one  was  a  false  alarm.  Eighty-three 
wood  and  65  brick  buildings  were  subjected 
to  fire.  The  loss  on  buildings  is  placed  at 
$22,777,  and  on  contents  $21,310.  The  total  ex- 
pense of  the  department  amounted  to  $57,166. 
Of  this  110,295  was  expended  for  improve- 
ments and  in  the  purchase  of  new  apparatus. 
The  total  value  of  equipment  is  given  at  $22,- 
589.  The  force  consists  of  25  uniformed  men. 
The  efficiency  of  the  working  of  the  depart- 
ment has  been  materially  increased  by  a  new 
fire  station,  which  has  enabled  the  chief  to 
divide  the  city  into  two  districts. 

The  water  supply  is  rated  as  standard,  -the 
pressure  ranging  from  45  to  175  pounds.  The 
city  has  381  fire  plugs  in  service.  The  res- 
ervoir capacity  is  273,075.000  gallons,  suffi- 
cient for  60  days  supply.  Capacity  of  the 
pipe  line  is  5,000,000  gallons  per  24  hours, 
while  the  daily  consumption  is  4,-500,000  gal- 
lons. The  increase  of  the  efficiency  of  the 
department  has  been  promptly  met  by  the 
companies,  who  have  reduced   the  insurance 


Fire  Business  of  Colorado  in 

Company.  Frc?ns. 

Aachen  &  Munich $  5,785 

^tna .  28,005 

Agricultural 3,841 

Alliance 17, 739 

American,  Mass 5,027 

American,  N.J 6,052 

American  Central 11,426 

American,  N.  Y 6,510 

Armenia 2,588 

Assurance  Co.  of  America  .   .  237 

Atlas 25,240 

Baloise 2,913 

Bavarian  Mortgage 5,739 

British  America 21,162 

Boston 7,086 

Buffalo  German 2,502 

Caledonian 17,314 

Caledonian-American     ....  916 

Citizens,  Penn 5,188 

Citizens,  N.  Y 337 

Colorado  Merchants  &  Farm- 
ers Mut 737 

Commercial  Union 32,569 

Commercial  Union,  N.  Y.    .   .  2,497 

Concordia 5,192 

Connecticut 24,608 

Continental 49,248 

Delaware 6,483 

Eagle 5,410 

Eastern      6,686 

Empire  City     2,006 

Equitable,  R.  1 1,789 

Erie 4,565 

Farmers  Alliance  Mut.     .   .   .  6,148 

Fire  Association 37,45i 

Fireman's  Fund 45,872 

Firemen's,  Md 2,989 

Firemen's,  N.  J 2,562 

Franklin 7.217 

German,  Freeport 15,633 

German,  Peoria     6,619 

German,  Penn 3,372 

German  Alliance 8,246 

German-American 30,916 

German  Mutual,  Colo 1,851 

Germania,  N.  Y 3,346 

Girard     4,803 

Glens  FalLs 5,745 

Grange  Mutual,  Colo 391 

Greenwich 4,969 

Hamburg-Bremen 6,761 

Hanover 6,996 

Hartford 56,297 

Helvetia  Swiss 6,771 

Home,  N.  Y 56,977 

Home  Mutual 14,643 

Imperial 22,577 

Indemnity     1,338 

Ins.  Co.  of  North  America  .  .  50,511 


1899. 

Losses 
Incm'red. 

$       2,064 

16,253 

3,201 

6,142 

406 

911 

10,665 

2,957 

318 

59 

18,446 

1,368 

1,179 

2,991 

7,252 

424 

4,223 
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Ins.  Co.  State  of  Penn 9,238 

Kings  County 1,287 

Lafayette 355 

Lancashire 21.605 

Law  Union  and  Crown  ....  7,544 

Lion     13.652 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  62,597 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe,  N.  Y.  .   .  501 

London  Assurance 10,959 

London  &  Lancashire    ....  27,039 

Loyal  Mutual,  Colo 5,674 

Lumbermen's 4.405 

Magdeburg  Fire 6,qio 

Manchester     20,769 

Mechanics 6,574 

Mercantile 2,691 

Merchants,  N.  J 14,294 

Michigan 1,578 

Milwaukee  Mechanics  ....  12,037 

Milwaukee 5.621 

Munich  Reins 2,162 

National,  Ireland     .   .       ...  1,039 

National,  Conn 50,062 

National  Mutual,  Colo.     .   .   .  2,258 

National  Standard 1,043 

New  Hampshire    .   : 19,881 

New  York i,974 

Niagara     17,622 

North  British  and  Mercantile  26,274 

North  German 23,765 

North  German,  N.  Y 706 

Northern  Assurance  .  .       .   .  12,663 

Northern,  New  York 2,238 

Northwestern  National    .  .  .  19.138 

Norwich  Union 21,877 

Norwalk 1,422 

Orient 12,100 

Pacific     4.594 

Palatine 26,841 

Pelican,  New  York 334 

Pennsylvania 16,123 

Phenix.  New  York 41-330 

Phoenix,  Great  Britain  ....  19.897 

Phoenix,  Connecticut 21,485 

Providence-Washington  .  .   .  21,210 

Prussian  National 19,122 

Queen 14.569 

Reading 2,704 

Reliance 9,229 

Royal  Exchange 16,917 

Royal 37,601 

Scottish  Union 23,670 

Security     2,874 

Springfield 39,223 

Spring  Garden 13.381 

St.  Paul  F.  and  M 23,154 

Sun       '  26,782 

Sun,  New  Orleans 1,491 

Svea 13,565 

Teutonia 2,145 

Thuringia 15,195 

Thuringia  American  Fire  .   .  3,494 

Traders  .   .   .   .■ 23,171 

Transatlantic 17,213 

Union,  Great  Britain 26,450 


21,423 
5.971 
5,449 

25,652 

6,345 

9,706 

150' 

806 

9.797 

15.703 

1,166 

1,646 

14,402 

23 

10,619 

8,756 


29,387 
300 

59 

9. 711 

488 

9.474 

14.395 

12,708 

44 

15,686 

2,479 

2,270 

10,246 

404 

8,622 

1,517 

21,661 

4,820 
16,031 

2,259 
10,464 
10,442 
10,006 
11,870 

1,285 

4,721 

34,105 

13.123 

461 

30,899 

2,422 

8,881 

23,908 

3 

18,991 

40 

10,127 

401 

10,616 

4,794 

18,663 


Union,  Pennsylvania 3,317  •  •   . 

United  Firemen's 6,882  1,434 

United  States 2,641  842 

Victoria 980  191 

Westchester ".   .   .  9,882  2,817 

Western  Assurance 23,431  17.635 

Western  Underwriters  ....  4,919  8,325 

Williamsburgh  City 6,529  489 

Totals $1,732,459      $1,016,556 

Loss  ratio,  59  per  cent. 


New  Hampshire's  Fire  Figures. 

Commissioner  Linehan  of  little  New  Hampshire 
struts  about  and  displays  the  low  loss  figures  of 
his  state  as  an  evidence  that  valued  policy  legis- 
lation, which  makes  incendiarism  profitable,  does 
not  encourage  arson.  All  the  other  valued  policy 
states  (all  large)  show  contrary  results,  but  that 
doesn't  affect  Linehan' s  views.  It  is  as  if  one 
should  argue  that  dwellings  should  have  a  low 
rate  throughout  the  United  States  because  they 
are  profitable  in  a  single  county.  The  companies 
generally  withdrew  from  New  Hampshire,  and  the 
inhabitants,  being  without  insurance,  became  very 
careful  indeed  during  that  period.  They  were 
mainly  insured  in  mutuals.  But  the  state  is 
about  the  size  of  a  California  county,  and  the 
burning  of  a  single  factory  would  upset  the 
averages  for  years.  Commissioner  Linehan' s 
figures  would  mean  nothing  even  if  there  were  not 
numerous  large  state  figures  which  conclusively 
prove  that  a  law  rewarding  arson  incites  arson. 
Besides,  he  gives  only,  in  comparison,  the  figures 
of  the  four  years  when  the  non-resident  stock  com- 
panies were  absent.  The  losses  paid  by  them  on 
expiring  term  business  are  not  included.  The 
significant  fact  remains— and  is  ignored  by  the 
commissioner— that  the  average  rate  in  New 
Hampshire  is  higher  now  than  before  the  enact- 
ment of  the  valued  policy  law. 


The  Hull-Ottawa  Fire.— Manager  Kenny 
of  the  Western  and  British  America,  speak- 
ing of  the  lesson  of  the  big  fire,  refers  to  the 
liability  of  all  cities  and  tov^ns  to  similar 
sweeping  fires.  St.  John,  N.  B.,  in  1877, 
suffered  even  a  more  serious  loss  than  Hull 
and  Ottawa,  to  which  the  insurance  com- 
panies contributed  nearly  six  and  a  half 
million  dollars,  while  New  Westminster, 
B.  C,  in  1898,  and  Windsor,  N.  S.,  in  1897, 
and  many  smaller  conflagrations,  have  made 
heavy  drafts  upon  the  companies'  funds. 
The  fire  protection  in  Hull  and  Ottawa  was 
better  than  that  of  nine-tenths  of  the  towns 
in  Canada.  

Business  of  fire  offices  in  the  Pacific  West 
by  states  and  territories,  with  1898  figures  on 
the  side.  You  will  find  it  in  the  Coast  Review 
Fire  Chart  for  1900.  Your  company  will  send 
you  a  copy. 
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Pacific  Coast  and  Rocky  Moun- 
tain Fire  Business. 

ARIZONA. 


Tear. 

Premiums 

Losses. 

Ratio 

1884  .    . 

$     55,168 

$  52,456 

106.0 

1885  .    - 

54,631 

67,088 

123.0 

1886  .   . 

44.393 

68,423 

154-0 

1887  .   . 

54,835 

19,606 

35.7 

1888  .    . 

61,203 

42,267 

69.2 

1889  .    . 

63,983 

7,978 

12.4 

1890  .    . 

99.852 

16,555 

16.5 

1891  .    . 

61,662 

8,053 

13-0 

1892  .    . 

92,267 

53,315 

64.3 

1893  .    . 

109,009 

56,275 

51-6 

1894  .   . 

102,869 

79,879 

77.0 

1895  .    . 

119.251 

31-605 

26.5 

i8g6  .    . 

120,899 

63,080 

52.6 

1897  .    . 

145.763 

57,917 

40.0 

1898  .   . 

166,929 

241,414 

144.0 

1899  .   . 

243,182 

167.421 

68.9 

i6yrs  . 

$1,595-896 

$1,033,896 

65-3 

DECADE   OF  CALIFORNIA 
BUSINESS. 


Year. 

Prenilunis 

Losses. 

Ratio 

1890  .    . 

$6,304,813 

$  2,755,288 

43-7 

1891  .    . 

6.669,998 

2,408.156 

37-1 

1892  .    . 

7.007,460 

2,727,908 

38-9 

1893  -    - 

6,782,158 

2,668,721 

39-3 

1894  .    . 

6,337,060 

2,815,670 

44-4 

1895  .    . 

4.704.584 

2.850,672 

60.6 

1896  .    . 

3,802,197 

2,589,517 

68.1 

1897  .    . 

4.756,669 

2,619,417 

55-1 

1898  .    . 

6,651,954 

3,562,703 

53-5 

1899  .    . 

5.612.697 

2,923,999 

52.1 

Decade 

$58,629-590 

$27,922,051 

47-6 

COLORADO. 


Year. 

Premiums 

Losses. 
$    300,680 

Rati 

1882  .   . 

$     600,919 

50 

1883  .    . 

769,777 

357,218 

46 

1884  .    . 

756,068 

316,340 

41 

1885  .    . 

819,886 

264,710 

33 

1886  .    . 

812,850 

379,930 

46 

1887  .    . 

904,126 

371,301 

41 

1888  .    . 

I,i20,i8g 

390,020 

34 

1S89. 

1.324,261 

550,265 

41 

1890  . 

1,551,059 

519,549 

33 

1891 

1,569,728 

573.139 

34 

1892  . 

1,723,563 

827,062 

48 

1893. 

1,461,779 

835.513 

57 

1894  . 

1,428,619 

794.651 

55 

1895  . 

1,497,412 

520,068 

34 

1896. 

1,562,758 

1,156.375 

74 

1897  . 

1,536,210 

376,799 

24 

1898. 

1,554,136 

551,962 

35 

1899  . 

1,732,459 

1,081,996 

62 

44 

iSyrs 

$22,725,799 

$10,167,578 

Year. 

Premiums 

Losses. 

Ratio 

1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 

$     59,141 
59,909 
87,162 
109,395 
178.644 
159,848 
183,486 
147,940 
143-458 
163.787 
197,898 
225,641 

$     21,429 
105.971 
71.128 
50,550 
138,222 
183.348 
232,628 
46,564 
107,750 
108.427 
105,863 
137.272 

41.0 
176.0 
81.6 
46.2 
77.4 
114-5 
126.7 
31-4 
75-2 
66.2 
53-5 
60.8 

i2yrs  . 

$1,716,309 

$1,309,152 

76.4 

Year. 

Premiums 

$   241,376 

Losses. 

Batio 

1885      . 

$    150,008 

62.2 

t886 

249,536 

161,050 

64.6 

1S87 

306,075 

122,463 

40.0 

1 888 

374.035 

144,330 

38  7 

1889 

479,475 

289,770 

62.0 

1890 

509:225 

145,257 

28.5 

rSnr 

226,217 

138.303 

1892 

725,929 

•    198-949 

54.8 

1893 

643,787 

253.736 

39-3 

1894 

582,939 

208,183 

35.7 

189s 

623,912 

200,284 

32.0 

TS96 

677-451 

241,729 

35-7 

1897 

661,773 

244,883 

37-0 

1898      . 

725,276 

248.682 

34.2 

1899  .    . 

759,229 
$7,786,235 

224.496 

29.6 

15  yrs . 

$2,972,123 

38.2 

Year. 

Premiums 

Losses. 

Ratio 

1889  .    . 

1    135.076 

$  111,226 

82.4 

1890  .   . 

115.745 

39,477 

34 

3 

X891  .    . 

129,585 

51,456 

4u 

0 

1892  .   . 

152.650 

61,084 

40 

0 

1893  .    . 

102,803 

59,126 

57 

4 

1894  .    . 

125,224 

43,142 

34 

5 

1895  .    . 

72,377 

32,983 

44 

3 

i8g6.    . 

71,398 

10,148 

14 

2 

1897  .    - 

85,974 

29.137 

a 

9 

1898  .    . 

106,180 

11.075 

11 

0 

1899  -    - 

103.806 

25,395 

■24 

43 

5 

iiyrs  . 

|i, 100,818 

1474,249 

8 

Year. 

Premiums 

Losses. 

Ratio 

1883  .   . 

$    108,772 

$      68,187 

62.5 

1884  .   . 

109,754 

127,473 

117 

0 

1885  .    . 

127,967 

42,204 

31 

1 

1886  .    . 

111,067 

46,533 

35 

5 

1887  .   . 

138,805 

30,494 

22 

3 

1888  .    . 

134.938 

64.363 

46 

6 

1889  .    . 

135,606 

53-528 

39 

4 

1890  .    . 

143.242 

55.492 

38 

7 

1891  .    . 

147,702 

60,442 

40 

8 

1892  .    . 

166,000 

88,270 

71 

1 

1893  .    . 

182,636 

175.509 

96 

1 

1894  .    . 

133,219 

78,920 

59 

2 

1895  .   . 

149,452 

66,250 

45 

9 

1896  .    . 

155,938 

67,509 

43 

3 

1897  .    . 

166,029 

69,675 

4'2 

0 

1898  .    . 

167,180 

142,808 

85 

4 

1899 

185.038 

136,900 

55 

4 

i8yrs  . 

$2,463,345 

$1,374-617 

8 

Year. 

Premiums 

Losses. 

Ratio 

1883  .    . 

$     325,238 

$    225,512 

78.0 

1884  .    . 

356,751 

268,412 

75-4 

1885  .    . 

396,996 

79.259 

20.0 

1886  .    . 

413,290 

163,890 

390 

1887  .    - 

688,125 

188,868 

26.0 

1888  .    . 

419,465 

136,889 

32.7 

1889  -    . 

549.902 

145.668 

26. 5 

1890      . 

870.359 

167.737 

'"i-i 

1891  .    . 

1.007,205 

587,981 

58.8 

1892  .    . 

1,232,523 

723.780 

59- 0 

1893  .    . 

893,776 

376.807 

42.1 

1894  .    . 

874,210 

616,611 

70.5 

1895  .    . 

835.088 

385,484 

46.2 

1896  .    . 

853.686 

405,3.58 

47-4 

1897  .    . 

795.555 

422,887 

53-1 

1898  .    . 

958,931 

403,429 

1899  .    . 

985,476 

351,975 

$5,650,547 

35. 7 

17  yrs  . 

$12,456,576 

45-4 

Year. 

Premiums 

Losses. 

Ratio 

I885  .    . 
1886.    . 

1887  .    . 

1888  .    . 
I889 
'890  .    . 

1891  .    . 

1892  .    . 
I893.    - 
'894  -    - 
1895-    - 

1896  .    . 

1897  .    - 

1898  .    . 

1899  .    . 

$    103,700 
109,259 
136,115 
139,564 
181,100 
,  265,435 
274,467 
386,542 
273,036 
362,584 
302,969 
301,049 
358,428 
448,671 
432.790 

$  36,450 
31.239 
99.965 
29,061 
36,149 

153,6" 
89,228 

190,183 

235.999 
150,300 
163,421 

94.133 
204,859 
238,225 

93.179 

35-3 
28.5 
73-5 
20.8 
20.0 
57.2 
32.4 
49-2 
86,4 
41  5 
53-9 
31.2 
57-1 
53-0 
21-5 

15  yrs . 

$4,075,709 

$1,846,002 

45-2 

WASHINGTON. 


Year. 

Premiums 

Losses. 

Ratio 

1884  .    . 

$     117,966 

$     95,658 

81.7 

1885 

178,231 

103.777 

58.0 

1886 

183,962 

86,279 

47.0 

1887 

304.797 

140,095 

46.6 

1888 

329.251 

163,152 

50.0 

1889 

*792.909 

*3,224,479 

406,6 

1890 

1,734.656 

886,633 

51-I 

i8gi 

1.477,223 

535,791 

36.2 

1892 

1,416.946 

794,671 

56.1 

1893 

1,289,637 

711,163 

55-1 

1894 

1,147,583 

620,892 

54  I 

1895 

990.569 

663, 192 

67.0 

T896 

1,005,797 

489.700 

48.7 

1897 

1.044.638 

377,690 

36,2 

1898 

1,258,743 

541,519 

43-2 

1899 

1.463.474 
$14,736,382 

579.014 

39.6 

16  yr 

s  . 

$9,909,270 

67-3 

*  Conflagration  year.  Returns 
Incomplete.  A  number  of  com- 
panies retired. 

WYOMING. 


Year. 

Premiums 

Losses. 

Ratio 

1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 

$     34,052 
39,290 
62,959 
78,880 
86,675 
93,550 
98,293 
96,289 
106,157 
126,170 
126,039 
133.837 
133,750 
125,560 
121,083 
121,850 
123,507 
71,489 

$      17.896 
7..501 
25,669 
6,425 
42.705 
70,093 
24,606 
26.791 
54.247 
46,504 
26,825 
69.715 
50.140 
121,640 
24,066 
37.054 
28,304 

27.134 

52.7 
19.0 
40.7 
8.1 
49-3 
71-7 
25.0 
27.2 
51-1 
36.9 
21.3 
52.0 
37-5 
96,8 
18,6 
30,4 
22  9 
37.9 

i8yrs  . 

$1,779,430 

$697,315 

39-2 

GRAND  TOTALS. 

Grand  totals  for  the  foregoing 
states:  premiums,  ,$129,066,089; 
losses,  $63,356,800;  ratio,  49.1. 

BAD  SHOWING. 

Arizona,  Idaho  and  Washing- 
ton are  still  unable  to  present 
totals  which  indicate  a  margin 
of  profit  on  aggregate  business 
for  a  series  of  years. 
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May  Fires. 

These    fire    loss    reports  were 

originated  by  the  Coast  Review 
in  1880. 

LOSSES  BY  COMPANIES. 

Aachen  &  Munich    ....  $    4,362 

^^tna 9,109 

Agricultural 25 

Alliance 3,158 

American,  N.  J 409 

American,  N.  Y 684 

American,  Pa 6,238 

American,  Boston   ....  300 

American  Central  ....  433 

Atlas 4,298 

Baloise 412 

Boston  ...      600 

British  America 2.217 

Caledonian     2,657 

Commercial  Union  .   .   .   .  2,713 

Connecticut 7,129 

Fire  Association  (2  mths)  4,954 

Fireman's  Fund  ...  '9,345 

Franklin 2,682 

German  Alliance     ....  483 

German-American  ....  10,042 

Girard 910 

Greenwich  .   .          ....  1,110 

Hamburg-Bremen  ....  2. 171 

Hanover 4,492 

Hartford 15,617 

Helvetia 613 

Home,  N.  Y 19,186 

Home  Mutual 3,555 

Ins.  Co.  North  America   .  5,562 

Imperial 8,991 

Kings  County 499 

Lancashire     2,424 

Law  Union  &  Crown  .   .    .  1.516 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .   .   .  5,212 

Lion 4.693 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .  5,967 

London 1,764 

Magdeburg 2,759 

Magdeburg,  N.  Y 59 

Manchester 3,175 

Merchants 3,122 

Milwaukee  Mechanics  2,701 

National,  Hartford    .   .   .  6,574 

New  Zealand 6,833 

New  York  Underwriters  .  649 

Niagara   

Northern 2,681 

North  German            .   .    .  5,708 

North  British  &  Mercan.  4,006 

Norwich  Union 10,172 

Orient 1,105 

Palatine 13,651 

Pelican 20 

Pennsylvania 9,240 

Phenix,  Brooklyn    ....  1,592 

Phila.Underw'trs(2mths)  2,312 

Phoenix,  Hartford  ....  i7,?23 


Phoenix,  London      ....  2,475 

Providence-Washington  .  5S9 

Queen 3,771 

Royal  Exchange 3,031 

Royal     13,168 

Scottish  Union  &  Nat'l  .  7,120 

Springfield 3,951 

Sun,  London 10,119 

St.  Paul 1,336 

Svea 8,743 

Teutonia 862 

Traders     350 

Transatlantic 2,770 

Thuringia-American  .    .   ,  2,804 

Thuringia 9,651 

Union,  London 3,707 

Union,  Pa 2,615 

United  States 753 

Western 531 

Williamsburg  City     .   .   .  2,738 

Total $370,050 

Total  to  date,  1900  .  $1,425,440 
"        '•      '•        1S99  ■  $1,812,841 

WASHINGTON. 
1  .  Goshen,  dry  kiln,  fr  bldg: 

Svea $1,050 

16  .  King  CO.,  shingle  mill : 

North  Br.  &  Mercantile. $1,230 
24  .  Ballard,' hhld  furni : 

Ins.  Co.  of  North  America  $800 
3  .  Ballard,  fr  saw  mill: 

Phoenix  of  Hartford  .   .   .  $712 
1  .  Whatcom  co.,  shingle  mill: 
Phenix  of  Brooklyn.  .   .$1,000 
30  .  (April)  Fairhaven,  conts  Idg 
house : 

Norwich  Union $752 

11  .  Fairhaven,  conts  bakery: 

Aachen  &  Munich   ....  $795 
30  .  (April)  Seattle,  fr  dwg: 

Pennsylvania $2,490 

30  .  (April)  Seattle,  hhld  furni: 

American,  Pa $500 

.   .  Northport,  dwg  and  conts : 

Fireman's  Fund $700 

27  .  (April)  Whelan,  grain,  whse 
and  machy : 

Northern $1,550 

Pennsylvania       .   .      .    1,200 

^tna 1,000  • 

16  .  Tacoma,  dry  kiln  &  lumber 
yard : 
Phila.  Underwriters     .  $    506 
Fire  Association    .   .   .    1,800 

Palatine 500 

.   .  Pullman,  wheat: 

Home     $700 

18  .  Spangle,  dwg: 

Williamsburg  City    .   .  $   831 
Franklin 1,174 


17  .  Near  Snoqualmie,   saw  mill : 

Ins.  Co.  of  N.  America  .  $    781 

Fire  Association     .   .   .    i.coo 

National  of  Hartford  500 

6  .  Sedro  Woolley,  fr  bldg    and 

stock  furni : 

Imperial $500 

Svea 500 

St.  Paul 800 

23  .  Point  Roberts,  fr  hotel : 

Svea $1,000 

3  .  Snohomish  co.,  mill  &  stock: 
Hamburg-Bremen  .   .    .   .$966 

Thuringia 712 

17.  .  Snohomish  co.,  shingle  mill 
and  lumber: 

Svea $510 

Losses  under  $500  ....  $14,260 
Total  Washington  .  $40,813 

OREGON. 
22  .  Lakeview,  gen'l  fire: 

Ins.  Co.  of  No.  America  $2,500 

National  of  Hartford  .  1,000 

Norwich  Union   ....  5,500 

Law  Union  &  Crown  .   .  1,000 

Union  of  London  ....  2,900 

Queen 2,700 

Royal 5,600 

Home 11,564 

Fireman's  Fund   ....  3,000 

Northern  Assur 500 

Pennsylvania 4,200 

Union,  Pa 2,300 

^tna 4,788 

Palatine 6,800 

Svea 2,50° 

American,  Pa 500 

Phoenix  of  Hartford   .   .  4,000 

Hartford 10,930 

Hamburg-Bremen    .   .   .  750 

Thuringia-American     .  500 

Thuringia 3,500 

Connecticut 500 

Total $77,532 

10  .  Sumpter,  gen'l  fire: 

Springfield $   500 

Royal     3,000 

Transatlantic 500 

Scottish  Union     ....  500 

Lion 500 

German  American  .    .    .  1,500 

Boston 600 

Sun 2,933 

United  States 500 

Merchants,  N.J 500 

American,  Pa 2,000 

Imperial 500 

Atlas 500 

National  of  Hartford  500 

London 481 

Total $15,014 

7  .  Dillard's  Station,  stk&  furni : 
Fire  Association    ....  $500 
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Bi,500 
1,500 
1,000 
1,000 
fr  office  bldg  and 

,  $600 


30  .  (April)  Eugene,  saw  mill  and 
machy : 

National  of  Hartford  .  .  I500 
18  .  Express,  gen'l  mdse  &  bldg: 

Home  Mutual $   S61 

Fireman's  Fund  ....  1,000 
7  .  Union  CO.,  fr  flour  mill : 

Phcenix  of  Hartford  . 

Royal     

Springfield 

National  of  Hartford 

25  .  Ashland, 

conts : 
Phoenix  of  Hartford  . 
28  .  Huntington,  dwg,  etc. : 

American,  Pa $900 

22  .  Fairview,  mdse : 

Aachen  &  Munich  ....  $7.5° 

26  .  Wells,  fr  bldg  and  mdse  : 

New  Zealand $2,000 

.   .  Umatilla  CO.,  fr  dwg: 

Queen $500 

7  .  Summerville,    water    power 

flour  mill  and  stk : 
German-American      .   .  82,492 

Home 2,492 

Connecticut 932 

Fireman's  Fund   ....    1,250 

23  .  Oswego,  hhld  furni,  etc : 

Philadelphia  Underwrit.  $800 

27  (April)    Benton    co.,    fr   hop 

kilnbldg: 
Scottish  Union     ....  $1,000 
Losses  under  $500  ...  $  15,652 
Total  Oregon     .   .   .$129,775 

IDAHO. 
5  .  Sand  Point,    lumber    co's  fr 
bldg  and  conts: 

Imperial $1,500 

Losses  under  $500   .   .   .   .$1,148 
Total  Idaho $2,648 

MONTANA. 
5  .  Helena,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 
Lion $1,000 

8  .  Butte,  stock  of  beer,  etc: 

Royal  Exchange  ....  $1,034 
14  .  Butte,  fr  dwg: 

North  British  &  Mercan.  $500 
8  .  (April)  Butte,  ice  house: 

Home $700 

20  .  Terry,  gen'l  mdse: 

Home $700 

10  .  Anaconda,  fr  dwg : 

Alliance $500 

22  .  Anaconda,  fr  dwg: 

Royal $500 

30  .  (April)  Libby,  stock  of  hard- 
ware in  f r  store : 

Phcenix  of  Hartford  .  .  .  $500 
Losses  under  $500       .   .   .$3,172 

Total  Montana    .  .   .  $S,6o6 


COLORADO. 

6  .  Denver,  stock  of  mdse : 

Lion $978 

.   .  Denver,  conts  drug  store: 

Kings  Co $499 

Atlas     743 

26  .  Denver,  smelter,  etc: 

Scottish  Union     ....  $   75° 

British  America  .   .   .    .    1,500 

.    North  German  ...       .      750 

New  Zealand 750 

Manchester 750 

II  .  Boulder,  flour  mill,  br  bldg 
and  machy: 

Imperial $1,000 

Atlas 1,000 

Thuringia-American        1,250 

Thuringia 2,500 

Transatlantic 1,000 

Scottish  Union 1,500 

Palatine 1,000 

25  Durango,  br  hotel  and  furni: 

Imperial $  930 

North  British  &  Mercan.  1,250 

9  ,  Leadville,     mill    bldg     and 
machy: 
North  German  .....  $1,500 

26  .  Arapahoe  co.,  fr  farm  prop- 

erty: 

Scottish  Union $800 

Losses  under  $500  .   .   .   .$5,830 
Total  Colorado   .   .   .  $26,280 

ARIZONA. 
8  .  Tucson,  adobe  dwg  and  furni : 

Palatine $2,000 

Losses  under  $500  ....  $1,235 
Total  Arizona  ....  $3,235 
UTAH. 
22  .  Mercur,  Idg    house    and    fr 
stable  and  conts: 

Springfield $500 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .    750 
Phcenix  of  Hartford  .   .   .    524 
Losses  under  $500  ....  $  835 
Total  Utah $2,609 

NEVADA. 

24  .  De   Lamar,  store  dwgs    and 
conts: 
Phoenix  of  London    .   .  $     500 
Providence  Washington     500 

^tna 500 

Norwich  Union  ....  1,500 
Thuringia-American  .  .  1,000 
Thuringia 700 

Losses  under  $500     .   .   .   .$628 
Total  Nevada    .   .   .     $5,328 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 

.   .  New  Westminister,  dwg  and 
conts : 
Phenix,  Brooklyn    ....  $528 
Connecticut 800 


Losses  under  $500    ....  $331 
TotafBritish  Columbia  $1,659 

NEW  MEXICO. 
Losses  under  $500    .   .   ,   .*  1,084 

WYOMING. 
Losses  under  $500 $186 

HAWAII. 

Losses  under  $500 $51 

Total  Outside  Territory  $222,2-]^ 

CALIFORNIA. 

14  .  Butte  CO.,  fr  dwg  and  furni : 
Orient $925 

23  .  Contra    Costa    co.,  dwg  and 
barns : 
Fireman's  Fund   ....  $1,800 

28  .  Chico,  fr  dwg: 

Scottish  Union    ....  $1,000 

29  .  Cambria,  fr  dwg : 

Alliance $1,600 

5  .  Cloverdale,fr  dwg  and  conts: 

Lancashire $1,401 

27  .  Centerville,  bdg  house: 

National,  Hartford    .  .   .  $700 

8  .  Cloverdale,  conts  dwg: 

Hanover $1,686 

18  .  Downey,  fr  store  bldg: 

Commercial  Union  .   .   .$1,100 
,   .  Eureka,  dwg.: 

London  &  Lancashire  .  $500 
23  .  (April)  Fresno,  dwg: 

Phila.  Underwriters     .   .  $500 
4  .  Fresno  co.,  fr  dwg: 

German  American  .   .   ,  $1,000 
27  .  (April)    near    Gurneville,   fr 
dwg  and  out  bldgs : 

Royal  Exchange $578 

29  .  (April)  Los  Gatos,  stk: 

Milwaukee  Mechanics   .  $646 
25  .  (April)  Los  Angeles,  fr  dwg 
and  furni : 

Connecticut $666 

20  .  Los  Angeles,  fr  dwg : 

Thuringia $500 

30 .  Los      Angeles,     photograph 
lenses : 

Phoenix,  London $600 

2g  .  Los  Angeles,  br  restaurant: 

Royal $800 

29  .  Los  Angeles,  stock: 

Williamsburg  City    .  .   .  $750 
I  .  Los  Angeles,  dwg: 

Williamsburg  City    .   .   .$595 
17  .  Los  Banos.  fr  hotel  and  conts 
and  livery  stable: 

Caledonian $    789 

Phoenix,  Hartford   .   .   .       600 
Home  .      1,800 
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19  .  Marysville,  dwg  and  conts: 

Magdeburg     $1,000 

.   .  Mariposa  co.,  dwg  : 

Manchester $600 

.  .  Merced  co.,  dwg  and  barn: 

Caledonian- $600 

27  .  Newark,  dwg  and  tank: 

Fireman's  Fund  ....  $3,400 
.   .  Napa  CO.,  fr  dwg  and  conts: 

Phoenix,  Hartford  .  .   .  $1,925 

29  .  Oakland,  dwg  and  hhld  furni : 

HoDQe  Mutual $1,000 

North  German 3,000 

16  .  Oroville,  dwg  and  conts : 

National.  Hartford    .   .  $1,363 

17  .  Orinda,  hay: 

Home  Mutual $600 

17  .  Pacific  Grove,  dwg: 

Franklin $558 

I  .  Petaluma,schoolhouse: 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .  $980 

30  .  Placer  co.,  dwg: 

Franklin $75° 

20  .  Redding,  dwg  and  conts  : 

Thuringia    ........  $500 

15  .  Sacramento,  dwg  and  conts : 
Caledonian $500 

4  .  San  Jose,  dwg: 

William-sburg  City    .  .   .  $562 

19  .  San  Jose,  conts  dwg: 

Magdeburg $621 

10  .  San  Jose,  br  bldgs  : 

.iEtna $1,300 

25  .  San  Jose,  furni  and  fix: 

Merchants $507 


30  .  (April)  San  Diego,  fr  dwg  and 
conts : 
Liv.&  Lon.  &  Globe  .   .$3,412 

4  .  San  Diego,  dwg: 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  .  $700 

5  .  Sacramento,  br  and  fr  cold 

storage  plant  and  machy  : 

Girard $   900 

Merchants 1,300 

Imperial 1,500 

Lion 1,500 

Norwich  Union    ....    1,500 

Palatine 1,000 

New  Zealand 2,000 

Aachen  and  Munich  .   .    1,500 

Hanover 1,000 

Svea 1,000 

American,  Pa 1,500 

Phcenix,  Hartford  .   .   .    2,500 
Connecticut 2,188 

Total $19,388 

16  .  Stockton,  f r  dwg : 

Phcenix,  Hartford  .  .  .  $800 
18  .  Sonoma  co.,  fr  dwg: 

Imperial $1,500 

21  .  Sonoma  co.,  fr  barn  : 

Phcenix,  Hartford  .  .  .  $1,500 
24  .  San  Joaquin  co.,  fr  slaughter 
house : 

Palatine $1,000 

17  .  San  Joaquin  co..  fr  dwg  and 

conts: 

New  Zealand $1,600 

14  .  San  Joaquin  co. ,  fr  barn : 
Milwaukee -Mechanics    .$611 

18  .  Santa  Rosa,  fr  dwg: 

Lion $soo 


3  .  Santa  Clara,  dwg  and  barn: 

Fireman's  Fund  ....  $1,225 
.   .  Shasta  co.,  bldg  and  conts: 

Fireman's  Fund   .   .   .   .$1,500 
.   .  Santa  Barbara,  bldg  &  furni: 

Fireman's  Fund   ....  $2,000 
13  .  Santa  Cruz  co.,  br  bldg  : 

Manchester $545 

.   .  Weaverville,  fr  dwg: 

Hartford $800 

27  .  Yolo  CO.,  growing  grain : 

Alliance $734 

Commercial  Union    .  .   .    746 
Losses  under  $500    .   .   .$34,278 
Total  Calif.,  S.  F.  ex.  $113,141 

SAN  FRANCISCO. 

25  .  Frame  iron  foundry  and  dwg : 
Phoenix,  Hartford  ...  $  840 
London  &  Lancashire  .  1,500 
Law  Union  &  Crown  .   .      462 

Union,  London 462 

London 1,667 

8  .  Frame  dwg  and  shed : 

Royal  Exchange $595 

8  .  Stock  fish : 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .  $600 

i5  .  Stock  gloves  : 

German-American  .   .   .  $3,500 

Sun 6,000 

3  .  Building : 

Springfield $810 

10  .  Frame  bldgs: 

Greenwich $810 

Losses  under  $500  ...  $  17,389 
Total  SanFrancisco  $  34,635 
Total  California  .  .  $147,776 
Total  Pacific  Coast  $370,050 


Sandon  Aksox  and  MuRiiEK. — The  officials 
of  the  Vancouver,  B.  C.  branch  of  the  Frater- 
nity of  Eagles  recentlj^  made  startlingcharges 
regarding  the  origin  of  the  Sandon  fire  where 
the  property  loss  was  nearly  $1,000,000.  These 
charges  are  in  effect  that  the  fire  was  started 
as  a  means  of  covering  up  a  murder,  of  which 
one  Romburg,  a  member  of  the  Eagles,  was 
the  victim.  They  base  their  belief  on  the 
fact  that  when  Romburg's  remains  were 
found  the  head  was  some  distance  from  the 
body;  that  the  remains  were  found  in  the 
house  in  wnich  the  fire  that  destroyed  Sandon 
started;  that  Romburg  had  not  touched  liquor 
the  day  of  the  fire  and  was  known  to  have  had 
$500  in  his  clothing,  no  trace  of  which  could  be 
found.  The  body  was  not  enough  burned  to 
warrant  the  belief  that  the  head  became 
detached  from  the  body  without  force  and 
not  enough  burned  to  destroy  all  traces  of  the 
pocket-book  containing  the  money. 


Ax  Automobile  on  Fire. — A  San  Francisco 
young  man  recently  had  a  fiery  experience 
with  an  automobile.  While  out  spinning 
around  the  city  with  it,  the  machine  balked, 
and  its  owner,  after  a  cursory  investigation, 
applied  a  match  to  the  gasoline  burner  under- 
neath the  tank.  An  explosion  immediately 
followed,  of  course.  Another  bright  idea 
struck  the  opei-ator  of  the  burning  auto  at 
this  juncture,  which  led  him  to  try  to  run  the 
flaming  auto  into  a  convenient  livery  stable. 
The  proprietor  of  this,  however,  had  not  lost 
his  head,  and  thereby  saved  his  property. 
The  auto  was  then  turned  turtle  in  the  street 
and  the  fire  extinguished. 


We  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  add — for 
the  benefit  of  obtuse  exchanges— that  the 
Pacific  Mutual  promptly  paid  the  accident 
policy-claim  on  the  life  of  the  unfortunate 
man  who  swallowed  his  false  teeth. 
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Guttc  &  Frank's  Marine  Department. 

Vessels,  freights,  cargoes,  profits,  treas- 
ure, registered  mail  and  express  matter, 
to  and  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  are  in- 
sured by  the  marine  companies  repre- 
sented by  Gutte  &  Frank.  Policies  are 
payable  at  places  preferred  by  the  assured. 

The  Wilhelma  of  Magdeburg  General 
Insurance  Company  has  $750,000  paid-up 
capital  and  large  surplus  funds.  Its  as- 
sets, including  subscribed  and  doubly  en- 
dorsed capital,  are  in  the  neighborhood 
of  ten  millions,  and  its  annual  income  is 
two  and  three-quarter  millions. 

The  Associated  Assurance  Companies, 
composed  of  the  Munich  Reinsurance  Co. 
of  Munich  and  the  Alliance  Assurance  Co. 
of  Berlin,  jointly  and  severally  liable, 
have  $875,000  paid-up  capital.  The  sub- 
scribed capital,  guaranteed  under  the 
strict  laws  of  Germany,  is  $3,500,000,  and 
a  very  substantial  asset.  The  assets  are 
some  ten  and  a  half  millions,  and  the 
liabilities  seven  and  a  half  millions.  The 
annual  income  is  about  nine  millions. 

These  marine  companies  are  strong  and 
reliable,  and  in  every  way  worthy  the 
confidence   of  shippers  and    ship-owners. 

Messrs.  Gutte  &  Frank  also  represent 
the  Magdeburg  Fire  of  Magdeburg,  Ger- 
many, and  the  Magdeburg  Fire  of  New 
York. 


California's  Objectionable  Life  Legislation 
in  1874. 

The  United  States  Review  grossly  errs 
when  it  supposes  that  the  life  companies 
withdrew  from  California  in  1874  because 
of  the  new  legislation  requiring  the  pay- 
ment of  75  per  cent,  of  the  reserve  value 
on  demand.  Our  contemporary  dismisses 
the  third  provision  of  the  objectionable 
law  "as  of  no  especial  importance."  But 
that  third  provision  was  really  the  ground 
for  the  withdrawal  of  nearly  all  the  life 
insurance  companies  from  the  state.  The 
Philadelphia  Review's  serious sermonette 
on  the  alleged  objections  twenty-six 
years  ago  to  the  payment  of  a  cash  value 
equal  to  75  per  cent,  of  the  reserve,  sud- 
denly assumes  a  comical  aspect.  The 
"third      provision"    conferred     on     the 


agent  a  dangerous  p.ower,  as  it  made  the 
company  responsible  for  "any  act,  state- 
ment, representation  or  agreement ' '  made 
by  him,  in  any  manner  pertaining  to  the 
business  of  his  principal.  This  is  the  excep- 
tional and  needless  authority  which  our 
contemporary  brushes  aside  as  "of  no 
especial  importance." 


The  insurance  commissioner  who  was 
responsible  for  this  foolish  and  unjust 
legislation  was  J.  W.  Foard,  of  unpleas- 
ant memory,  and  of  conspicuous  ignor- 
ance of  insurance.  He  wrote  some  very 
impertinent  letters,  in  one  of  which  he 
said:  "The  people  of  this  state,  if  not  of 
the  whole  country,  have  pretty  nearly 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that,  looking  to 
the  quality  of  it,  life  insurance  is  costing 
a  good  deal  more  than  it  is  worth."  Let 
us  see.  about  that.  Then  there  was  a 
billion  and  a  half  of  life  insurance  in  this 
"whole  country."  Now  there  is  six 
billions  and  a  half.  And,  unfortunately, 
it  costs  more  now  than  then. 


Only  three  of  the  Eastern  life  com- 
panies complied  with  Foard's  vicious  law. 
All  the  other  companies  (seventeen) 
promptly  withdrew,  throwing  a  large 
number  of  men  out  of  employment,  re- 
ducing fees  paid  into  the  state  treasury, 
and  vacating  a  number  of  offices.  The 
companies  complying  with  the  law  do  not 
appear  to  have  written  an  increased 
amount  of  new  business. 


The  Newport  News,  Va.,  local  board  has 
adopted  a  rule  pledging  the  members  not  to 
represent  any  company  that  takes  its  agency 
away  from  an  agent  of  the  board  on  account 
of  the  acceptance  of  excess  commissions. 
These  agents  ai'e  evidently  inviting  the 
lightning,  which  will  strike  some  day,  when 
there  will  be  some  new  appointments  and 
open  rates.  It  seems  to  be  a  lesson  hard  for 
some  agents  to  learn  that  the  tail  does  not 
wag  the  dog  any  more  in  insurance  than  in 
some  other  things. —Insurance  Herald.  The 
Virginians  never  heard  of  the  Santa  Cruz 
lesson,  where  it  was  found  that  the  tail  could 
not  wag  the  dog. 
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The  Glens  Falls  Ins.  Co. 

President  J.  L.  Cunningham  has  made  a 
wonderfully  successful  company  of  the  Glens 
Falls  of  New  Yoi-k— the  "old  and  tried."  Its 
capital  stock  has  the  largest  per  centum  book 
value  and  market  value  of  any  fire  insurance 
company  in  the  world.  The  Glens  Falls  is  a 
very  strong  company,  and  is  over  half  a 
century  old.  It  has  $3,327,440  assets,  of  which 
83,155,142  is  net  surplus.  Every  year  it  ad- 
vances in  rank  as  to  assets.  Its  net  surplus 
is  nearly  eleven  times  the  amount  of  its 
capital.  We  review  ten  years'  figures  of  this 
very  successful  company.  Every  succeeding 
year  shows  a  gain  in  assets,  in  reinsurance 
reserve  and  amount  at  risk.  Mr.  Cunning- 
ham was  for  many  years  the  secretary  of  the 
company,  and  for  a  number  of  years  past  has 
been  its  president.  "Now  and  Then,"  of 
which  we  assume  the  genial  Colonel  to  be  the 
editor,  has  won  for  itself  a  unique  place  in 
current  insurance  literature.  The  Glens  Falls 
has  recently  returned  to  this  Coast,  and 
appointed  Ed.  E.  Potter  its  general  agent. 


Seventeen  Years  Ago. 

Whether  at  Naishapur  or  Babylon, 

Whether  the  Cup  with  sweet  or  bitter  ruDj 

The  Wine  of  Life  keeps  oozing  drop  by  drop, 

The  Leaves  of  Life  keep  falling  one  by  one. 

—Omar  Khayyam. 

How  time  flies!  Seventeen  years  ago  this 
month  the  writer  entered  the  service  of  this 
journal — with  supercilious  conceit  and  a 
luxuriant  crop  of  hair,  and  now  he  has 
neither.  What  changes  there  have  been  on 
"the  street"!  Yet  we  note  a  number  of 
managers  who  were  managers  seventeen 
years  ago.  Charles  D.  Haven  was  the  res- 
ident secretary  of  the  Liverpool  &  London  & 
Globe,  and  the  ofidce  was  in  the  company's 
building,  then  as  now.  Col.  Kinne,  the 
assistant  secretary,  was  then  in  the  employ 
of  the  company  as  special  agent.  Butler  & 
Haldan  represented  the  Phoenix  of  London, 
at  413  California  street,  as  at  the  present 
time.  Walter  Speyer  was  the  general  agent 
of  the  North  German.  Rudolph  Herold  was  a 
member  of  the  fii-m  of  Speyer  &  Herold,  repre- 
senting the  Hamburg-Bremen,  then  as  now 
at  415  California  street.  Tom  C.  Grant  was 
the  general  agent  of  the  North  British  & 
Mercantile.  Wm.  Macdonald  was  then  a 
general  agent.  Harry  W.  Syz  (now  &  Co.) 
was  the  general  agent  of  the  Helvetia  Swiss 
and  Swiss  Marine.  Edward  Brown  was  the 
senior  member  of  a  firm  of  general  agents. 


Geo.  C.  Boardman  (now  Boardman  &  Spencer) 
was  general  agent  of  the  ^tna.  Wm.  Greer 
Harrison  was  manager  of  the  Thames  «fc 
Mersey.  Gutte  &  Frank  were  general  fire 
and  marine  agents,  then  as  now.  Balfour, 
Guthrie  represented  the  Manchester  and  the 
British  &  Foreign  Marine.  The  Fireman's 
Fund  occupied  the  same  premises — its  own 
building — but  it  had  only  one-third  the  pres- 
ent assets.  President  Button  was  then 
secretary.  Geo.  D.  Dornin  was  manager  for 
several  companies.  Wm.  J.  Landers  was  then 
a  general  agent.  Charles  A.  Laton  was  secre- 
tai'y  and  manager  of  a  local  company.     James 

D.  Bailey  was  secretary  and  manager  of  a 
local  company.  Cesar  Bertheau  represented 
the  Hanover  then  too.  H.  R.  Mann  was  then 
a  general  agent,  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Hutchinson  &  Mann,  in  the  same  office  now 
occupied  by  Mann  Ik,  Wilson.  Falkner,  Bell 
&  Co.  have  been  succeeded  by  Catton,  Bell 
&  Co.     They  occupy  the  same  offices.     Edward 

E.  Potter  was  then  secretary  and  manager  of 
a  local  company.  The  firm  of  J.  B.  F.  Davis 
&  Son  was  organized  in  1883.  Dr.  Geo.  A. 
Moore  was  president  of  the  Pacific  Mutual 
Lifelnsui'ance  Co.  James  Munsell  was  agent 
for  the  Mutual  Benefit.  Henry  K.  Field  was 
general  agent  of  the  New  England  Mutual 
Life.  Alex.  G.  Hawes  was  manager  for  the 
New  York  Life.  John  Landers  was  general 
agent  for  the  Manhattan  Life.  A.  B.  Forbes 
was  general  agent  for  the  Mutual  Life.  Here 
is  a  goodly  array  of  firms,  agencies  and  gal- 
lant gentlemen  who  are  actually  or  virtually 
occupying  the  same  responsible  positions  now 
as  seventeen  years  ago.  By  the  way,  it  was 
in  this  June  number,  1883,  that  the  Kinne 
and  Sexton  rules,  for  apportioning  non- 
concurrent  policies,  were  explained  and  de- 
fended by  their  authors. 

We  are  obliged  to  defer  mention  of  all  the 
other  well  known  insurance  men  who  were 
then  engaged  in  the  business,  and  who  are 
still  insurance  men — managers,  specials  and 
adjusters,  etc.  In  the  foi-egoing  we  have 
attempted  merely  to  recall  the  San  Francisco 
men  and  firms,  managers  or  general  agents 
then  as  now.     ■ 

These  gentlemen  all  look  hale  and  vigorous, 
and  seemingly  with  many  years  of  further 
sei'vice  in  managerial  harness  awaiting  them 
if  they  prefer  hard  work  to  a  life  of  ease  as 
the  reward  of  success. 


FiKE  losses  in  the  United  States  so  far  this 
year  are  about  $5,000,000  more  than  for  the 
same  time  last  year. 
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Incurred. 

$      10,149 

725 

1,660 

3.476 
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17.334 
1,448 


Fire  Business  of  New  Mexico  in  1899. 


Company.  Prema. 

^tna $    6,374 

American  Central 5,639 

Atlas 6,131 

British  America 9.092 

Continental     ,   .  4,247 

Delaware 1,372 

Eastern 73 

Fireman's  Fund 14,044 

Fire  Association 9,894 

German-American 1,066 

Greenwich 50 

Hartford 15. 113 

Home  Mutual     210 

Imperial 1,394 

Ins.  Co.  of  North  America  .   .   .  13,811 

Ins.  Co.  State  of  Penn 803 

Kings  County 67 

Lion 725 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe    .  13,245 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe,  N.  Y.  .   .  26 

London  &  Lancashire 7,294 

Manchester 482 

National  of  Hartford 10,914 

Niagara 5, 173 

Norwich  Union     7,098 

North  British  &  Mercantile  .   .  5,821 

North  German 71 

North  German,  N.  Y 17 

Northern,  New  York 6 

Northern,  London 2,566 

Orient 5,962 

Palatine 9,751 

Queen     2,535 

Royal 13,287 

Royal  Exchange  Assuiance  .   .  36 

Scottish  Union 9,220 

St.  Paul • 6,367 

Springfield 11,144 

Sun,  London 9,220 

Svea 297 

Thuringia 142 

Thuringia-American 26 

Transatlantic 22 

Total      $198,849 

Ratio  losses  to  premiums,  68.  i  per  cent. 


3.725 
2,135 


7,977 

4,701 

561 

8,632 

3.566 

4,488 
7,064 


4,289 

1,935 

2,644 

132 

3,602 

16 

8,881 

3,292 

2.960 

12,382 

100 


$135,420 


Fire  Business  in  Wyoming  in  1899. 


Cotnpany. 

yEtna   

Alliance 

American,  New  York 
American  Fire  .  .  .  . 
American  Central     . 

Atlas 

British  America    .   . 
Commercial  Union   .  . 
Connecticut  Fire   .  .   . 

Continental 

Eastern 

Fire  Association    .   .   . 


^reins. 

Paid. 

2,211 

$   .   .   . 

2.863 

141 

479 

•144 

1,005  . 

590 

2,921 

498 

1,393 

1,997 

4,858 

642 

446 

2,403 

897 

65 

5,744 
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Fireman's  Fund 10,324 

German  American 4,334 

Hartford  Fire 4,267 

Home 2,762 

Home  Mutual 2,691 

Imperial     1,133 

Insurance 5,873 

Kings  County 18 

Lancashire      2,722 

Lion  Fire 968 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  4,226 

London  &  Lancashire  .  .   .  2,553 

Manchester  Fire i,459 

National  Fire 6,165 

Niagara  Fire 2,966 

North  British  &  Mercantile  4,097 

Northern,  London 2,048 

Northern,  New  York  ....  7 

Norwich  Union   . 1,924 

Orient 765 

Palatine     2,622 

Pelican 59 

Pennsylvania  Fire   .   .  ♦.  .   .  1,676 

Phenix,  Brooklyn 3,880 

Phoenix,  Hartford 1,449 

Phoenix 2,392 

Providence-Washington  .  .  3,705 

Queen 2,002 

Royal 4,267 

St.  Paul  F.  &  M 2,698 

Scottish  Union  &  National  .  4,278 

Springfield  F.  &  M 4,009 

Sun 2,170 

Svea 1,057 

Traders 1,886 

Thuringia 25 

Western     i,i6g 

Westchester 658 

Totals $126,032 


875 
578 
992 
145 
47 
465 
314 


325 

563 

899 

1,635 

3.038 

1,107 

1,135 

117 

1,002 

132 

3,648 

690 

134 
130 
185 
1,102 
62 

3.845 
742 

1,843 

935 

2,064 

1,014 

368 

38 
39-726 


Allison  Milling  Co.  Fike  at  Tacom.\.— 
Fire  Department  Blamed. — A  correspoudent 
sends  us  the  follovping :  "We  have  nobody  but 
the  fire  department  in  Tacoma  to  blame  for 
this  fire.  The  fire  started  in  the  dry  kiln 
about  8:00  o'clock  p.  m.  on  Thursday,  May 
16th.  When  the  men  on  duty  found  that  fire 
had  started  in  the  dry  kiln,  they  closed  it  up 
immediately,  stopped  the  working  of  the  fan 
and  turned  on  the  live  steam.  At  the  same 
time,  they  sent  in  the  alarm  to  the  fire 
department.  Upon  arriving  at  the  place,  the 
firemen  could  not  see  any  fire  and  inquired 
where  it  was.  They  were  told  that  it  was  in 
the  dry  kiln,  whereupon  the  chief  of  the  fire 
department  ordered  that  the  doors  of  the  dry 
kiln  be  opened  at  once.  The  doors  were 
opened  as  commanded,  but  the  men  told  him 
that  he  had  better  have  water  and  engines 
ready  to  flood,  the  place,  as  they  could  easily 
dry  out  any  damage  done  by  water.  But  the 
chief  would  not  listen  to  this  suggestion,  and 


said  that  he  was  fully  able  to  handle  the 
matter.  He  had  one  of  the  men  run  under 
the  lumber  wagons  to  find  the  location  of  the 
fire,  but  on  account  of  the  steam  he  could  not 
see  anything.  The  chief  then  ordered  that 
the  fan  be  turned  on.  Shortlj^  afterwards  a 
small  blaze  was  seen  starting  in  a  corner. 
He  then  ordered  one  of  the  men  to  bring  a 
bucket  of  water,  but  by  the  time  the  bucket 
of  water  was  on  hand,  there  was  a  full  blaze. 
The  firemen  then  tried  to  get  their  engines 
ready  to  work,  but  the  hose  bursted,  and  it 
took  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  to  get  the 
water  ready.  In  the  meantime,  the  whole 
plant  burned." 

Gold  Insurers  Most  Pay. 

The  English  high  court  of  justice  has  ruled 
that  the  insurers  will  have  to  pay  their  poli- 
cies on  gold  i-equisitioned  by  the  Transvaal 
government  ]ust  prior  to  the  war.  Justice 
Mathews  held  that  no  state  of  war  existed 
at  the  time  of  the  seizure  of  gold- 


There  ought  to  be  an  employers  liability 
company  which  would  undertake  to  insure 
against  the  employment  of  vicious  men,  by 
undertaking  to  indemnify  the  employer  for 
damages  following  the  discharge  of  such  em- 
ployes. We  have  two  recent  examples  of  the 
need  of  such  indemnity.  The  Pacific  Mutual 
discharged  a  man — "for  cause,"  presumably. 
He  was  subsequently  employed  by  a  New 
York  insurance  journal,  which  published  a 
foolish  and  malicious  article  designed  to 
reflect  on  this  stanch  and  worthy  company. 
The  ./Etna  discharged  one  H.  H.  Klayer,  and 
he  has  been  trying  to  make  trouble  for  the 
company  ever  since.  Procuring  investiga- 
tions by  the  departments  of  various  states  on 
charges  claiming  that  the  company  was  in- 
debted to  the  states  for  large  sums  for  agency 
licenses  has  proved  his  most  effective  weapon 
of  warfare.  These  are  not  isolated  cases,  and 
it  seems  quite  seasonable  to  suggest  tha,t 
acquiring  the  serviceable  knack  of  being  able 
to  discharge  nicely  an  undesirable  employe, 
and  to  effectively  avoid  at  the  same  time,  the 
risks  of  an  after-clap,  is  an  accomplishment 
well  worthy  of  energetic  cultivation  by  ofQcials 
who  are  continually  brought  into  contact  with 
unavoidable  conditions. 


We  are  offered  a  fine  grade  of  soft  wood- 
pulp  paper  of  double  bulk,  wherewith  the 
Coast  Review,  with  the  same  number  of  pages, 
would  be  twice  as  thick.  But  that  would*  be 
deception,  which  this  journal  could  never  be 
guilty  of. 
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Casualty  and  Surety  Notes. 

The  New  Yoi-k  Plate  Glass  will  establish 
a  branch  in  Germany.  It  will  not  ask 
Congress  to  intervene  either. 

An  Illinoisan  lost  his  life  in  a  remarka- 
ble way.  While  adjusting  the  gasoline 
reservoir  of  his  automobile,  the  deadly 
vapor  caught  fire  and  he  was  so  badly 
burned  that  he  soon  died. 

The  Standard  shows  steady  gains. 
An  advance  has  been  made  every  year  in 
California,  from  $280  accident  premiums 
in  1894  to  $21,633  in  1899.  Losses  have 
been  only  17  per  cent. 

The  Preferred  Accident  has  made 
remarkable  progress  in  California,  though 
a  new-comer.  In  1894  its  premiums 
footed  only  $7,136.  Next  year  the  total 
was  $14,204,  but  it  incurred  two  double 
travel  indemnity  losses,  if  we  remember 
correctly.  The  business  of  the  company, 
in  the  state  and  elsewhere  on  the  Coast, 
has  been  increasing  ever  since.  Already 
it  occupies  fourth  place.  It  has  gained 
more  than  the  Travelers  has  in  the  same 
period. 

The  agitation  for  laws  compelling 
street  car  companies  to  provide  every 
passenger  with  a  seat  has  received  a  great 
impetus  in  Philadelphia.  A  suit  for  dam- 
ages in  that  city  was  recently  decided  in 
favor  of  a  fair  plaintiff.  It  was  shown 
that  by  a  sudden  lurch  of  a  car  while 
making  a  turn  on  a  short  curve,  a  stand- 
ing strap-holder,  a  fat  man  of  more  than 
generous  proportions,  was  lifted  bodily 
from  his  feet  and  plumped  into  the  plain- 
tiff's lap.  The  intelligent  jury  awarded 
the  bruised  woman  damages  to  the 
amount  of  $2,300. 

A  LIST  of  some  recent  health  claims 
paid  by  the  Preferred  Accident  shows 
that  fully  30  per  cent,  of  the  attacks  on 
health  came  from  climatic  variations  in 
the  temperature.  In  the  company's  most 
recent  list  there  are  176  health  claims 
paid.  Of  this,  we  note,  60  were  for 
attacks  of  acute  bronchitis,  42  typhoid 
fever,  20  appendicitis,  18  pleurisy,  15 
pneumonia,  8  erysipelas,  3  peritonitis,    2 


scarlet    fever,    2.  measles,    2    diphtheria, 
2  diabetes,  1  paralysis,  1  smallpox. 

The  Travelers  long  since  dropped  to  a 
far  second,  with  several  near  rivals  for 
the  honor  of  second  place,  in  volume  of 
California  accident  premiums.  Three- 
fourths  of  its  business,  as  we  understand, 
is  written  in  San  Francisco. 

Property-owners  should  be  very 
cautious  about  accepting  cut-rate  bur- 
glary policies.  One  burglary  insurance 
company  failed  not  long  ago,  though  it 
charged  full  rates.  One  of  the  new  com- 
panies, offering  "cheap"  insurance,  has  a 
joker  in  its  policy,  whereby  no  risk  is  as- 
sumed unless  the  burglar  leaves  visible 
marks  of  forced  entrance. 


The  Lancashire  Insurance  Company's  An- 
nual Meeting. 

The  forty-eighth  annual  meeting  of  the 
Lancashire  Insurance  Company  was  held 
in  Manchester,  Eng.,  on  May  25.  Though 
other  departments  of  the  company's 
business  showed  good  I'esults,  the  fire 
department,  of  course,  shared  the  com- 
mon bad  fortune  which  has  made  '99 
memorable  in  fire  insurance  annals. 

In  moving  the  acceptance  of  the  annual 
report  the  chairman  referred  to  the 
extraordinary  experience  of  companies 
generally  in  the  United  States  last  year. 
He  said: 

"Over  so  large  a  field  as  the  United  States 
presents,  you  can  understand  that  in  order 
for  the  improvement  to  be  likely  to  be  per- 
manent, some  time,  and  much  consideration 
is  needed,  and  many  conflicting  interests 
have  to  be  harmonized  and  brought  into 
accord . 

"Our  general  manager  visited  the  United 
States  in  the  autumn  of  last  year,  and  then 
reported  upon  the  situation,  and  it  is  proposed 
that  he  shall  again,  and  almost  immediately, 
make  another  visit  for  the  purpose  of  looking 
into  various  questions  which  seem  to  require 
close  consideration  on  the  spot,  and  to  take 
steps  for  improving  our  business  in  that 
important  field." 

The  balance  sheet  gives  the  following 
totals: 

Assets,  $8,657,285;  surplus  fund,  $1,250,- 
000;  net  fire  premium  income,  $3,372,710; 


I 


The   Coast   ReVlevP 


335 


losses,  $2,493,305;  capital  paid  up,  $1,3(U,- 
930,  on  which  $68,245  dividends  were  paid; 
income  from  investments,  $269,(550. 

The  United  States  branch  has  $2,300,767 
assets.  The  surplus  is  $614,157.  Pre- 
miums last  year  amounted  to  $1,799,211. 
There  has  been  some  ''pruning-,"  which, 
coupled  with  increased  losses  in  an  extra- 
ordinary year,  resulted  in  an  unfavorable 
loss  ratio.  But  the  Lancashire  has  been 
very  successful  in  the  United  States.  In 
1894  its  underwriting-  profit  in  this  country 
was4>^  per  cent;  in  1895,  7.7;  in  1896,  10.3; 
in  1897,  13.5.  The  past  two  years,  how- 
ever, have  been  years  of  demoralization 
of  rates  and  of  heavy  losses,  and  the  Lan- 
cashire has  shared  the  common  experience. 
Such  unfavorable  years  are  inevitable  in 
fire  underwi'itiug,  in  Europe  as  well  as  in 
America.  The  chairman,  referring  to  the 
American  experience  of  the  Lancashire, 
said:  "During  the  past  year  our  loss  upon 
any  one  risk  has  not  reached  $10,000,  and 
by  any  one  fire  it  has  not  exceeded  $15,- 
700." 

On  the  Pacific  Coast,  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Mann  &  Wilson,  the  Lancashire 
fared  well  last  year.  With  $142,743  pre- 
miums, the  losses  incurred  were  onlj' 
$59,780  or  42.1  per  cent.  Add  all  the  pre- 
miums and  the  losses  for  the  past  five' 
years,  including  the  rate  war  period,  as 
printed  in  the  Coast  Review  Chart,  and 
the  average  loss  ratio  will  be  found  to  be 
a  very  favorable  one. 


cover  how  quickly,  and  in  what  a  round- 
about way,  a  piece  of  personal  news  came 
back  to  us.  It  was  a  case  of  "a  hundred 
and  eleven." 


The  frequency  with  which  "news"  im- 
parted confidentially  soon  transpires  to 
be  by  no  means  a  secret  affair  reminds  us 
of  the  story  of  Gilbert  Stuart,  the  paint- 
er. He  confided  to  a  friend  a  secret  in 
the  mixture  of  colors.  Afterward,  this 
friend  asked  that  the  secret  be  entrusted 
to  another.  Stuart  refused,  writing:  ''I 
know  it,  that  is  1 ;  you  know  it,  that 
makes  11,  tell  your  friend,  and  there  are 
111;  but  that  is  one  hundred  and  eleven." 
There  is  one  thing  certain,  which  is,  that 
if  one  restricts  his  confidential  statement 
to  one  person,  he  can  never  be  in  doubt 
as  to  who  "gave  it  away."  We  were 
rather  surprised,  the  other  day,    to    dis- 


Employers  Liability's  Ne-w  Policies. 
The  Employers  Liability  is  issuing  a 
new  accident  policy,  of  two  varieties,  on 
for  $20,  the  other  for  $25.  The  latter  in- 
cludes double  travel  and  elevator  benefits. 
The  weekly  indemnity  goes  for  200  weeks, 
one  option  is  for  a  year's  indemnity  and  a 
life  annuity.  For  temporary  partial  disa- 
bilities 40  per  cent,  insurance  will  be  paid. 
For  each  full  year's  renewal,  5  per  cent, 
additional  is  granted,  up  to  half  the  sum 
insured. 

Life  Notes. 

The  late  lamented  Massachusetts  Bene- 
fit Life  Association  of  Boston,  which  has 
a  Lord  for  i-eceiver,  paid  all  told  26  per 
cent,  of  its  claims.  The  association  will 
now  receive  a  timely  burial. 

Nev\^  York  city  brokers  for  the  assured 
(Zippel  &  Hewitt)  are  making  a  special 
effort  to  twist  policies  from  the  three 
giants  into  smaller  companies,  on  the  plea 
that  the  transfer  is  better  for  the  insured. 

The  American  Friendly  Association  of 
Minneapolis  paraded  a  goodly  array  of 
names.  The  St.  Paul  fire  chief  and 
and  judges  and  Minneapolis  merchants 
and  manufacturers  among  less  prominent 
dupes,  for  example.  They  were  looking 
for  fat  endowments  or  debentures.  They 
are  still  looking.  Everybody  had  con- 
fidence in  the  scheme,  because  its  chief 
mocker  wore  a  thousand-dollar  diamond 
i-ing  and  professed  to  be  engaged  to  an 
heiress  in  an  adjacent  state.  All  which 
amply  verifies  the  claim  made  many  years 
ago  by  the  Coast  Review,  namely,  that 
business  and  professional  men  are  as  easily 
duped  as  laboring  men. 

The  recent  action  of  the  Travelers  In- 
surance Company  in  altering  the  terms 
and  conditions  of  its  policies  in  individual 
cases,  "  so  as  to  make  them  compare  more 
favorably  with  whatever  terms  and  con- 
ditions are  regularly  offered  by  mutual  or 
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mixed  companies,  according  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  "  is  to  bo  regretted 
by  all  who  are  endeavoring  to  improve 
the  condition  of  affairs  now  existing 
in  American  life  insurance.  The  cor- 
respondence between  President  Gi*eene  of 
the  Connecticut  Mutual  and  Pi*esident 
Batterson  of  the  Travelers  reveals  the 
demoralizing  practice  of  the  latter  com- 
pany. We  concur  with  Col.  Greene  in 
the  statement  that  "this  sort  of  com- 
petition cannot  be  tolerated." — Life  Ins. 
Courant. 

The  Blazing  Arrow  Tribe  of  the  Im- 
proved Order  of  Red  Men,  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, have  I'ubbed  on  their  war  paint, 
and  are  hot  on  the  trail  of  Chief  Close 
who  was  not  "close"  with  the  tribe's 
money.  The  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen  also  recognize  in  the  missing 
man  a  brother  Workman  who  was  a 
cheerful  worker  indeed.  It  is  possible 
that  he  is  hiding  in  the  forest  with  the 
absconding  Forester  of  a  local  court. 
These  are  some  of  the  risks  which  the 
buyer  of  cheap  fraternal  insurance  must 
accept  along  with  the  liability  of  number- 
less assessments. 

Life  agents  always  wonder  as  to  the 
experience  of  rejected  lives  as  a  class.  It 
is  believed  that  the  benefits  of  medical 
selection  are  exhausted  in  five  or  six 
years.  One  company,  the  New  York 
Life,  is  said  to  have  kept  a  fairly  com- 
plete history  of  its  rejected  risks.  On 
the  record  thereof  it  now  bases  its  rates, 
or  rather  its  liens,  on  sub-standard  or 
under  average  risks.  There  ai-e  various 
classes — among  them,  liquor-dealers,  on 
whom  only  15-year  endowments  are  writ- 
ten. On  the  best  class  of  impaired  risks 
their  is  no  lien,  but  instead,  the  dividends 
are  pared  according  to  the  mortality  ex- 
perience. Agents  of  competing  com- 
panies are  quoting  this  impaii-ed  business 
against  the  company,  though  in  other 
parts  of  the  world  under-average  lives 
have  been  written  for  many  years  by  the 
regular  companies. 

The  attention  of  the  life  man  is  especially 
called  to  our  table  of  the  principal  Ameri- 


can life  companies'  tptals.  There  is  meat 
in  it.  Compare  the  last  two  j'ears.  The 
lapses  and  surrenders  decreased  over  three 
millions.  Dividends  to  policyholders  in- 
creased about  a  million  and  a  third. 
Premiums  increased  about  thirty  millions. 
The  year  was  a  record  breaker. 

In  1870  the  average  life  dividend  was 
14* per  cent.  Last  year  it  was  a  trifle  over 
7  per  cent.  This  is  a  decline  of  one-half 
in  thirty  years. 

The  Union  Mutual  Life  of  Portland, 
Maine,  issues  incontestable-from-date  poli- 
cies, and  so  far  has  had  a  very  favorable 
experience  with  them.  No  increase  of 
suicides  is  recorded. 


The  Orient  is  Purchased  by  the  London  & 
Lancashire. 

The  Orient  Insurance  Company  of  Hartford 
has  been  purchased  by  the  London  &  Lanca- 
shire and  will  be  operated  by  the  latter  com- 
pany. The  price  paid  for  the  stock  was  some 
$13  more  than  the  orisrinal  par  value.  The 
Orient  at  one  time  had  a  million  paid-up 
capital,  but  extraordinary  losses  persuaded 
the  stockholders  to  reduce  the  capital  to 
$.500,000  rather  than  make  good  the  impair- 
ment. This  unwise  action  exerted  a  bad 
effect.  In  recent  years,  however,  the  com- 
panj''s  surplus  has  been  advancing,  until  last 
year,  when  a  loss  ratio  of  73  per  cent,  was 
incurred. 

The  Orient  has  $753,869  net  surplus.  Its 
assets  total  $3,481,158.  Last  j^ear's  premiums 
were  $1,300,879.  The  company  is  strong  in 
surplus,  and  bears  an  excellent  reputation 
with  pi'operty-owners.  The  new  management 
will,  of  course,  increase  its  business.  The 
offices  will  remain  in  Hartford. 

It  is  an  out  and  out  purchase.  President 
Whiting  and  Seci-etary  Taintor  will  retire, 
and  the  London  &  Lancashire  will  assume 
control  at  once.  The  Orient  agency  plant 
will  be  retained  and  extended.  Indeed,  it  is 
probable  that  the  Orient,  will  establish  itself 
abroad  wherever  the  London  &  Lancashire  is 
represented. 


The  Merchants  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  is  to  be 
retired,  having  been  Price-McCormickized. 
The  new  board  of  directors  have  been  author- 
ized to  reinsure. 
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Over-hanging  Cornices. 

Owners  of  small  buildings  are  very 
particular  about  the  slightly  overhang- 
ing cornices  of  adjacent  sky-scrapers. 
The  American  Surety  building  has 
oflfended  its  neighbor  in  this  way,  but  the 
difficulty  was  adjusted  in  a  way  satis- 
factory to  the  owners,  after  they  threat- 
ened to  build  another  cloud-piercer  which 
shoutd  shut  out  the  light  from  the  beau- 
tiful American  Surety  building.  George 
Crocker  of  New  York  had  a  similar  gi-iev- 
ance  against  the  towering  Manhattan 
Life  building,  and  he  sued  for  an  order 
compelling  the  company  to  remove  part 
of  the  north  wall.  Justice  Lawrence  of 
the  supi-eme  court  awarded  Crocker 
$5,000  damages  and  ordered  the  removal 
of  the  cornices  and  some  of  the  shutters. 
The  court  declined  to  require  the  defend- 
ant life  insurance  company  to  remove 
that  portion  of  the  upper  wall  which 
slightly  overhangs. 

The  neighborly  action  of  these  fault- 
finding gentlemen  reminds  us  of  the  story 
of  the  New  York  property-owner  who 
some  years  ago  discovered  that  the 
adjoining  owner  had  inadvertently  built 
one  inch  on  his  vacant  lot.  He  deter- 
mined to  "pinch"  this  neighbor,  and  re- 
fused every  offer  for  that  one  inch.  He 
wanted  his  rights  only — that  one  inch  of 
land  to  which  ho  had  undisputed  title. 
The  courts  sustained  him,  though  he  had 
waited  until  the  building  was  finished  be- 
fore announcing  his  discovery  of  the 
error  in  the  survey.  The  owner  of  the 
building  was  compelled  to  tear  down  the 
wall  and  rebuild  on  his  own  property. 
Time  passed.  The  meanest  man  in  the 
world  concluded  to  build  on  his  vacant 
lot,  the  value  of  which  had  been  enhanced 
by  the  building  erected  by  the  neighbor 
whom  he  had  treated  so  shamefully. 
Steadily  the  walls  of  the  new  building 
rose  to  the  skies.  Roof  and  facade  fol- 
lowed, and  "rented"  signs  appeared  in 
the  plate-glass  windows.  Then  one  fine 
morning  the  attorney  of  the  injured 
neighbor  called  on  the  meanest  man  and 
quietly  notified  him  that  he  was  a  tres-_ 
passer,     and     that     he     had     built     one 


inch  on  his  neighbor's  land,  and  that 
the  wall  must  come  down.  Impossible! 
But  the  surveyor,  who  was  called  in, 
measured  very  carefully  with  his  chains, 
and  found  that  it  was  even  so.  The  inno- 
cent neighbor,  when  compelled  to  take 
down  his  one-inch  trespassing  wall,  had 
rebuilt  one  inch  within  the  correct  line. 
The  meanest  man,  unaware  of  this  fact, 
had  erected  his  wall  on  the  inch  of  ground 
oelonging  to  the  injured  man.  It  was  in 
vain,  of  course,  that  any  offer  to  com- 
promise was  made.  The  other  man's  turn 
had  come,  and  he  too  wanted  only  his 
rights.  And  he  got  'em — and  the  whole 
town  sympathized  with  him.  "Laugh, 
and  the  world  laughs  with  you,"  was 
certainly  true  in  this  case. 


Answers  to  Correspondents. 

Ihvaco. — It  hardly  seems  necessary  for 
us  to  repeat  that  there  is  no  largest  life 
insurance  company. 

P/;ceA7/a;.— Consult  our  advertisements, 
and  write  to  two  or  three  managers,  stat- 
ing your  case  as  you  have  to  us. 

Santa  Barbara. — No  fraternal  order 
offers  insurance  based  on  correct  rates — 
not  even  the  A.  O.  U.  W.' 


The  author  of  a  popular  book  on 
"psychic  phenomena, "  Prof.  T.  J.  Hud- 
son, has  written  another  book  dealing 
with  '  'the  subjective  mind, ' '  etc.  On  page 
178  he  says: 

"The  evolutionary  instlDct,  normally  devel- 
oped, is  creative,  progressive,  and  altruistic, 
altruism  predominating.  Abnormal  develop- 
ment leads  to  a  chronic  dissatisfaction  with 
existing  institutions  and  to  imbecile  schemes 
for  reforming  them ;  to  hysterical  sympathy 
for  criminals  whose  crimes  are  of  exceptional 
atrocity  ;  to  suicide  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
one's  family  to  realize  on  his  life  insurance; 
in  short,  to  unreasoning  and  unrestrained 
excitation  of  the  sympathetic  emotions." 

It  is  therefore  perfectly  clear  that  the 
reason  a  man  commits  suicide  because  of 
his  life  insurance  is  the  excess  of  the 
evolutionary  instinct  of  the  subjective 
consciousness,  which  prompts  the  object- 
ive mind  to  make  enormous  sacrifices  for 
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the  sake  of  the  offspring.  In  other 
words,  the  assured  being-  a  little  off,  he 
kills    himself   for   the   sake    of    his   little 

offspring. 

Chips. 
— Manager  Bertueau  is  at  Lake  Tahoe. 

— TuE  St.  Paul  German  stockholders  ai-e  still 
being:  pursued. 

—The  Patriotic  of  Ireland  is  to  be  retired,  as 
has  long  been  expected. 

— E.  J.  T.  HoRNE,  a  Prescott,  A.  T.,  local 
agent,  is  visiting  Los  Angeles. 

—Los  Angeles  will  add  sixteen  new  firemen 
to  its  department  after  July  1. 

— Assistant  Manager  Dixwell  Hewitt  of  the 
PHoenix  has  just  returned  from  a  trip  in  the 
North. 

— Secretarv  Marks  of  the  Pacific  Mutual 
visited  Los  Angeles  last  week  on  company 
business. 

—General  Manager  G.  M.  Stolp  of  the 
National  Life  is  spending  a  few  weeks  with 
his  southern  Califoi-nia  agents. 

—Manager  Mann  of  Maun  &  Wilson  is  in 
the  Northwest,  and  before  returning,  about 
July  4,  he  will  visit  Yellowstone  Park. 

— Presentation  to  Charles  McLane.— In  last 
month  occurred  the  twentieth  anniversary  of 
Agency  Director  McLane's  association  with 
the  San  Francisco  office  of  the  New  York 
Life  Ins.  Co.  He  began  his  insurance  career 
as  clerk  just  twenty  years  ago.  For  several 
years  past  he  has  been  the  agency  director. 
The  staff  of  clei-ks  and  solicitors  joined  in 
a  little  testimonial  commemorative  of  the 
anniversary.  When  Mr.  McLane  returned 
from  lunch  he  found  his  office  thronged 
with  employes  and  a  few  invited  friends. 
The  surprise  was  complete.  Colonel  Hawes 
made  a  brief  speech,  reviewing  the  agency 
director's  services  and  complimenting  him 
on  his  good,  loyal  woi'k  for  the  company. 
Mr.  McLane  was  then  presented  with  a 
handsome  engraved  gold  loving  cup.  He 
was  visibly  affected,  but  the  pop  of  a  cork 
restored  him  to  his  usual  composure,  and  the 
loving  cup,  filled  with  sparkling  champagne, 
was  then  passed  around.  The  solicitors  had 
done  a  little  extra  work,  and  one  of  their 
number  stepped  forward,  made  a  neat  little 
speech,  and  handed  the  happy  Charles  a  book 
of  applications  amounting  in  all  to  a  good 
round  sum. 


— Vol.  1  of  Insurance  Economics,  bound,  is 
something  we  prize.     It  deserves  an  index. 

— Two  Eastern  contemporaries  are  firmly  con- 
vinced that  there  is  such  a  thing  as  "visual 
optics." 

— A.  K.  P.  Harmon,  district  superintendent, 
is  visiting  the  agencies  of  the  Connecticut 
Mutual  Life  in  southern  California. 

— A  contemporary  refers  to  President  Morris 
of  the  Pacific  Mutual,  and  to  E.  S.  Carva  of 
the  Home.  The  "consulting  actuary"  could 
not  blunder  more. 

—We  are  indebted  to  the  Weekly  Under- 
writer for  a  number  of  the  figures  in  our 
complete  tables  of  Wyoming  and  New  Mexico 
fire  business  in  1899,  printed  this  month. 

—At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  New  York 
state  association  of  locals  Robert  Dickson, 
United  States  manager  of  the  Royal  Ex- 
change, read  a  paper.  A  glance  at  the  world's 
conflagrations,  he  said,  would  seem  to  show 
that  next  to  the  horrors  of  war  no  such  des- 
olation can  be  wrought  as  by  fire  when  it  has 
broken  its  bands.  He  traced  the  growth  of 
fire  insurance  from  the  time  of  the  great  Lon- 
don fire  in  1666,  saying  the  first  four  stock 
companies,  the  Sun,  Union,  London,  and 
Royal  Exchange,  were  chartered  between 
1710  and  1720.  These  companies  learned  early 
in  their  experience  the  value  of  co-operation 
and  of  combined  classification,  dividing  all 
hazards  into  76  classes,  comparing  experience 
annually,  and  making  rates  accordingly.  So 
carefulh^  were  these  rates  made  that  many 
of  them  remained  unchanged  for  over  a 
century. 

— The  editor  and  manager,  E.  H.  Bacon,  will 
sever  his  connection  with  this  journal  at  an 
early  date.  He  feels  himself  entitled  to  a 
vacation  after  getting  out  205  numbers.  Yet 
there  will  be  some  bitter  with  the  sweet, 
some  sorrow  with  the  gladness.  Seventeen 
years  have  attached  the  writer  to  his  work,  to 
his  field,  and  to  the  journal  in  which  he  has 
originated  nearh'  all  the  tables  and  other 
features  of  magazine  and  chart.  He  notes 
with  satisfaction  many  names  of  subscribers 
who  have  remained  subscribers  all  these 
years;  and  with  no  less  satisfaction  he  i"e- 
fiects  on  the  dead  fraudulent  insurance 
schemes  hotly  denounced  and  thoroughly 
ventilated  in  their  lifetime.  For  the  past 
jear  and  a  half  the  writer  has  been  doing 
Jjoth  "inside"  and  "outside"  work,  but  the 
reasons  for  this  exti'a  service  no  longer  exist. 
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—Revoked.  -The  license  of  Johnson  &  Higgins 
as  special  agents  has  been  revoked  by  the 
New  York  insurance  department.     No  crape. 

— TuE  FiKE  BUG  who  is  Eccusod  by  the  press  of 
Santa  Barbara^  Cal.,  with  being  responsible 
for  the  fire  that  destroyed  the  fifth  ward 
school  and  the  attempt  on  the  home  of  Officer 
de  la  Custa,  is  still  at  large  and  unknown  to 
the  authorities. 

— In  the  old-time  quaint  language  it  is 
announced  that  a  general  court  of  the  Royal 
Exchange  Assurance  Office  "will  be  holden 
at  their  office  at  the  Royal  Exchange,  on 
Wednesdaj-,  the  20th  of  June,  at  12  o'clock  at 
noon,  to  consider  of  a  dividend." 

— The  recent  fire  in  the  attic  of  the  Nadeau 
hotel,  Los  Angeles,  has  made  it  apparent  to 
Chief  Strohm  that  the  department  is  badly 
in  need  of  a  water  tower.  The  chief  is  quoted 
as  saying  that  "an  eighty-foot  water  tower 
would  be  the  capping  stone  of  a  perfect  supply 
of  apparatus." 

— A  FIKE  which  started  in  a  blacksmith  shop 
in  Susanville,  Cal.,  on  June  6,  destroyed 
three  blocks  of  buildings,  consisting  of  stores, 
churches,  and  dwellings.  One  brick  and  one 
stone  warehouse  alone  withstood  the  action  of 
the  flames  and  were  but  slightly  damaged. 
In  all  there  were  forty  buildings  burned. 

—The  Montana  life  figures  show  $875,358 
premiums,  which  is  more  than  the  fire  offices 
received.  The  New  York  Life  leads.  The 
Iowa,  the  Royal  Union,  the  Union  of  Omaha, 
the  Bankers  of  St.  Paul  and  the  Des  Moines 
Life  have  withdrawn.  The  Mutual  Reserve 
wrote  only  $5,000  new  business— say  one 
policy. 

— The  Des  Moines  Fire  Ins.  Co.  will  express 
its  appreciation  for  the  long  and  faithful 
services  for  its  recentlj'  deceased  local,  Wm. 
N.  Brown,  of  Rockwell,  Iowa,  by  causing  to 
be  ei'ected  in  the  latter  town  a  lasting  tribute 
to  his  memory.  This  will  assume  the  form  of 
a  substantial  drinking  fountain  of  generous 
dimensions. 

—Montana.— State  Auditor  T.  W.Poindexter, 
Jr.,  favors  us  with  the  annual  insurance 
statement  of  his  department.  We  notice  that 
the  following  fire  companies,  not  in  Califor- 
nia, are  represented  in  Montana:  Bavarian 
Mortgage,  Eastern,  Indemnity,  Indianapolis 
Fire,  National,  of  Ireland,  St.  Petersburg, 
Salamandra.  Several  of  these  are  in  the 
state  for  reinsurance  purposes  only. 


— Ex-CHiEF  Hugh  Bonnek  is  doing  very  valu- 
able work  as  a  member  of  the  New  York 
Tenement  House  Commission.  As  more  than 
half  the  tires  in  New  York  every  year 
are  in  the  tenements,  which  cover  about  one- 
third  of  the  city's  buildings.  Commissioner 
Bonner's  judgment,  experience  and  guidance 
will  go  a  long  way  towards  shaping  effective 
legislation  that  will  help  eradicate  existing 
evils. 

— A  thief,  after  opening  the  safe  of  the  Cen- 
tral avenue  planing  mill  in  Los  Angeles,  piled 
the  office  books  and  papers  on  the  floor  of  the 
office,  poured  kerosene  over  them  and  then 
applied  a  match.  As  the  safe  was  opened  on 
the  combination  of  which  only  three  people 
are  supposed  to  have  had  the  numbers,  the 
manager  and  his  brother  being  two  of  the 
three,  there  should  be  no  great  difficulty  in 
causing  the  arrest  of  somebody  on  well 
grounded  suspicion. 

— C.  D.  Gabhielson,  of  Salem,  Or.,  has  been 
appointed  special  agent  for  the  Magdeburg 
Fire  Ins.  Co.  His  territory  will  be  in  the 
Pacific  Northwest,  with  headquarters  for  the 
present  in  Salem.  Mr.  Gabrielson  made  his 
first  visit  to  San  Francisco,  last  week.  He 
has  for  many  years  conducted  a  local  agency 
in  Salem,  where  he  represented  the  Hartford 
Fire,  Commercial  Union,  Liverpool  &  London 
&  Globe,  and  Home  of  New  York.  This 
agency  he  has  disposed  of  toHenry  B.  Thielsen< 
who  also  represents  the  Magdeburg  Fire  and 
the  Springfield  F.  &  M. 

— There  was  a  narrow  escape  at  the  burning 
of  the  Lafayette  school  building  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, on  June  6.  A  heedless  painter  had 
supplied  his  workmen  with  gasoline  torches, 
with  which  they  were  set  to  work  burning  off 
the  old  paint,  without  asking  the  usual  detail 
from  Chief  Sullivan's  department  to  guard 
against  accidents.  The  accident  occurred 
and  the  school  building,  in  which  500  school 
children  under  thirteen  years  of  age  were  at 
their  studies,  was  entirely  destroyed.  Loss 
of  life  was  averted  by  the  timely  discovery  of 
intruding  smoke  bj'  a  cool  headed  young 
woman,  a  teacher,  who,  upon  investigation, 
saw  the  culprit  painters  making  frantic  but 
unavailing  efforts  to  extinguish  the  flames 
their  gasoline  torches  had  started.  Upon 
quietly  notifying  the  principal,  the  school  fire 
alarm  was  sounded  and  the  500  children 
participated  in  a  fire  drill,  the  recollection  of 
which  will  last  while  life  lasts.  The  school 
was  emptied  within  two  minutes'  time,  and 
not  a  youngster  received  so  much  as  a  scratch. 
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— The  Security  Trust  and  Life  Insurance 
Company,  desiring  to  secure  a  unique  design 
for  a  calendar  for  1901,  the  first  year  of  tiie 
twentieth  century,  has  decided  to  offer  to 
amateur  photographers,  for  the  most  accept- 
able pictures  for  that  purpose,  prizes  amount- 
ing to  five  hundred  dollars.  General  Manager 
George  B.  Luper,  who  presides  over  the 
welfare  of  the  company  in  the  St.  James 
building,  New  York,  will  furnish  particulars 
to  applicants. 

— On  Sunday,  May  27,  a  citizen  of  Newark, 
Cal.,  started  a  bonfire  in  the  rear  of  the 
Silva  saloon.  Shortly  after,  the  Silva  barn 
was  discovered  on  fire,  which  ignited  the 
saloon  and  five  adjoining  cottages.  All 
were  destroyed.  Many  of  the  town's  people 
were  in  attendance  at  divine  service  at  the 
time,  and  no  doubt  this  circumstance  had 
much  to  do  with  saving  the  town  from  a 
general  conflagration.  All  the  church  con- 
gregations were  dismissed  when  .the  fire  was 
discovered,  and  worked  hard  to  save  the 
town.  A  bucket  brigade  was  organized  which 
worked  against  the  disadvantages  of  no 
apparatus  and  a  scarcity  of  water.  Fully  a 
dozen  or  more  of  buildings  caught  fire  at 
different  times,  among  them  being  the  car 
shops  and  railroad  depot.  The  pi'operty  loss 
was  $10,000.  Newark's  property  owners  will 
now  assuredly  make  a  strong  effort  to  provide 
apparatus  for  fighting  fires  and  to  organize  a 
fire  company. 

— Lloyds  of  London  Now  Reckless. — It  is 
interesting  (says  Insurance  Observer  of  Lon- 
don) to  look  into  the  conditions  under  which 
Lloyd's,  membersi  take  over  these  American 
"  surplus  lines."  In  the  United  States,  as  at 
home,  Lloyd's  members  reduce  the  science  of 
underwriting  to  a  beautifully  simple  form, 
simply  requiring  from  the  broker  fi'om  whom 
they  take  a  risk  a  guarantee  that  recognized 
ofiices  are  interested  in  the  same  building  at 
the  same  rate  and  on  the  same  terms.  They 
thus  get  for  nothing  the  benefit  of  the  labors 
at  the  rate-fixing  bureaus  jointly  maintained 
by  the  recognized  offibes.  This  plan  has  its 
drawbatks,  however.  It  appears  that  formerly 
Lloyd's  I'equired  a  guarantee  that  at  least 
three  British  ofiBces  were  interested  in  the 
risk  at  such-and-such  a  rate,  but  that  lately 
they  have  become  much  less  particular  accept- 
ing the  name  of  only  one  recognized  British 
or  American  ofltice  as  sufiQcient  guarantee  that 
the  risk  is  not  an  excessively  dangerous  one. 
In  some  cases  even  small  American  rate- 
cutting  concerns  have  been  approved. 


— Who  said  "smart"  is  an  Americanism  1  In 
an  English  exchange  we  read  :  ' '  Claims  settler 
required  in  London  by  an  accident  company. 
Applications  are  invited  only  from  smart 
men." 

— The  Patriotische  and  the  Kpsmos,  of  Ham- 
burg, Germany,  were  hard  hit  by  the  Ameri- 
can bad  year.  They  have  assessed  their 
stockholders  thirty  and  twenty  per  cent, 
respectively. 

— P.  A.  Stolp  and  M.  V.  Cooley  of  the  National 
Life  expect  to  start  East  the  last  of  June,  to 
attend  the  celebration  of  the  fiftieth  anni- 
versary of  the  company  at  the  home  office  in 
Moutpelier,  Vt. 

—The  Fireman's  Fund  has  brought  suit 
against  five  reinsuring  companies,  on  policies 
covering  grain  in  the  Salem  Flouring  Mills 
warehouse,  burned  last  September.  The 
amount  at  issue  is  about  16,500.  The  several 
defendants  are  the  Merchants,  Aachen  & 
Munich,  Pennsylvania,  United  States  and 
Norwich  Union. 

— On  a  technicality,  the  Travelers  escapes 
payment  of  a  liability  claim,  previously 
afiirmed  by  the  lower  court.  Defendant  at 
first  joined  in  the  defense,  and  afterward 
denied  liability,  on  the  ground  that  it  had  not 
received  "immediate  notice  "  of  the  accident 
incurred  by  an  employe  of  the  "insured 
company.  The  business  of  the  Travelers  is 
not  increasing  in  its  accident  department. 

— Ogden  Local  Board.— A  local  board  of 
fire  underwriters  has  been  organized  in 
Ogden,  with  all  the  fire  insurance  agents  as 
members.  The  officers  elected  are  as  follows : 
J.  D.  Nye,  president;  D.  H.  Goddard,  vice- 
president  ;  J.  H.  Knauss,  secretai'y ;  George  J. 
Kelly,  ti-easurer.  Messrs.  Alfred  Stillman  of  ! 
San  Francisco,  manager  of  the  Pacific  board, 
and  E.  J.  Jolly,  manager  for  Utah,  were 
present. 

— The  Oakland  Enquirer,  speaking  of  the 
extraordinary  loss  experience  of  the  fire  offices 
as  printed  in  the  Coast  Revievp,  says,  refer- 
ring to  the  increased  expense  ratio:  "But 
even  after  making  a  proper  allowance  for  the 
extravagance  of  management,  it  remains  true 
that  the  root  of  the  trouble  is  in  the  extrava- 
gance of  the  American  people  manifested  in 
burning  up  so  much  property  every  year." 
"  Extravagance  of  management"  is  a  phrase 
which  covers  increased  taxation — which  the 
press  should   condemn. 
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— Harry  Roff  of  the  Home  is  in  southern 
California. 

— Among  recent  visitors  was  Special  Agent 
Bonsall  of  the  Imperial,  of  Los  Angeles.  He 
is  a  Grand  Army  man. 

— The  roof  of  the  Nadeau  hotel  in  Los  Angeles 
was  ignited  by  crossed  wires,  last  week. 
The  damage  was  perhaps  $500. 

— Independent  Adjuster  Farnsworth  is  out 
of  town  and  will  not  return  before  the  21st 
inst. 

—  Edward  Hall  of  the  Royal  Exchange  has 
just  returned  from  an  extended  trip  in  the 
Pacific  Northwest. 

— In  twentj'-tive  j^ears  the  fire  insurance 
companies  have  paid  a  billion  six  hundred 
million  dollars  fire  losses  in  the  United  States. 

— The  attention  of  life  men  is  directed  to  the 
arraignment  of  fraternal  insurance  by  the 
Connecticut  insurance  commissioner,  printed 
in  this  issue.  He  says  the  fraternals  ai'e 
destined  to  fail. 

— Manhattan  Life  Ins.  Co. — At  a  meeting  of 
the  board  of  directors,  Frederick  Mackel,  who 
has  been  for  many  years  in  the  emploj'  of  the 
company,  was  advanced  from  chief  accountant 
to  assistant  secretary. 

—The  Farmers  Mutual  of  Santa  Clara  county, 
Cal..  has  about  completed  its  organization. 
Reports  of  its  disorganization  will  come  later. 
The  managers  will  try  to  insure  only  those 
risks  which  the  "trust"  is  anxious  to  write, 
and  they  talk  of  allowing  the  "monopoly" 
companies  to  write  all  the  wineries,  dryers 
and  haj'  in  warehouses.  Well,  somebody  will 
get  a  job,  and  the  farmers  will  dance  in  court 
and  pay  the  piper  too. 

— At  the  recent  annualmeeting  of  the  London 
and  Lancashire  Fire  Insurance  Co.  the 
chairman  said :  After  the  reference  I  have 
just  made  to  American  business,  you  will 
hardly  expect  me  to  tell  you  that  we  are  able 
to  show  any  substantial  result  of  our 
operations  in  that  country  during  the  past 
year.  We  have,  however,  the  good  fortune 
to  be  very  ably  and  eflBciently  represented 
in  the  United  States,  and  when  I  look  at  the 
experience  of  companies  generally,  as  just  re- 
ferred to  by  me,  and  compare  that  with  the 
purely  nominal  loss — for  after  all  it  is  nothing 
more  than  nominal — that  we  have  had  to  meet 
in  the  States.  I  cannot  but  feel  that  we 
are  at  least  indebted  to  those  gentlemen  who 
represent  us  out  there  fqr  their  management. 


— A  CALL  has  been  issued  for  a  general  meet- 
ing of  representatives  of  all  fire  insurance 
companies  in  New  York  on  June  20,  to  consider 
the  present  deplorable  condition  of  the  busi- 
ness. 

— The  Los  Angeles  Record's  "Around  the 
Hotels''  man  was  duly  impressed  bj'  E.  W. 
S.  Van  Slyke.  We  are  too  friendly  to  Van 
to  reprint  the  funny  things  said  ;  but  we  will 
add  that  the  paragraph  only  proves  that  no 
insurance  matter  in  a  daily  paper  is  worthy 
of  belief. 

—The  National  Mutual  Church  Ins.  Co.  of 
Chicago  is  beginning  to  look  like  thirty  cents. 
It  will  probably  soon  share  the  fate  of  the 
late  National  Church  Mutual  of  Lisbon,  la. 
Last  year  the  losses,  expenses  and  unearned 
premiums  of  the  Chicago  experiment  amounted 
to  more  than  18,000  in  excess  of  the  $29,000 
premium  income. 

—That  "Rate  War."— The  California  coun- 
try dailies  and  weeklies  were  recently  filled 
with  articles  on  the  "pending"  and  "impend- 
ing" war  of  rates  of  tire  insurance.  These 
pleasant  anticipations  of  a  rate  scrimmage 
were  based  on  a  little  difficulty  in  Los 
Angeles,  which  was  quickly  adjusted  and  left 
no  sting  behind.  There  would  have  been  no 
rate  war  in  any  event,  and  we  mention  the 
matter  only  to  recall  the  amazing  unreliabil- 
ity of  the  general  press  in  discussing  insur- 
ance. 

—The  learned  editors  or  princely  reporters  of 
the  Los  Angeles  Express  talk  in  one  para- 
graph of  the  Scottish  Union  Mutual;  in  an- 
other, of  the  Scottish  National  Union  ;  and  in 
the  same  article,  "we"  refer  to  the  "Pacific 
Underwi-iters  Union"  and  the  "Pacific  Coast 
Underwriters."  The  San  Diego  Union,  not 
to  be  excelled  in  profound  insurance  knowl- 
edge, says:  "In  commercial  circles  it  is  gen- 
erally known  that  fire  insui-ance  companies 
make  big  money."  In  the  same  article  the 
editor  quotes  "a  prominent  San  Diego  agent" 
as  saying:  "The  last  rate  war  proved  too 
disastrous  to  be  tried  again  so  soon.  Dozens 
of  buildings  were  overinsured.  This  encour- 
aged incendiarism,  and  the  companies  have 
not  yet  recovered  from  the  effects  of  the  war. 
Last  year  they  lost  120,000,000  more  than  the 
preceding  year,  largely  on  account  of  the 
rate-cutting."  Talk  about  fiction  and  the 
comic  weeklies  as  a  recreation  for  the  mind  ! 
Neither  compares  with  the  insurance  article 
or  the  interview  with  the  prominent  local 
agent  in  the  average  daily  or  weekly  paper. 
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— Vice-Pkesident  Paymonvili,e  of  the  Fire- 
man's Fund  is  now  sufficiently  recovered  to 
be  able  to  visit  the  office  daily. 

— Letter  postage  rates  from  the  United 
States  for  the  Hawaiian  Islands  are  now  the 
same  as  for  domestic  postage. 

— Pike  losses  on  the  Coast  so  far  this  year  are 
nearly  $400,000  less  than  last  year.  Lake 
View,  Or.,  has  "helped  out"  this  year's  total. 

— The  Colonial  Assurance  Company  of  New 
York,  organized  in  1896,  which  dropped  $116,- 
000  surplus  last  year,  is  now  understood  to  be 
impaired. 

— General  Agent  Sherwooh  Gillespy  of  the 
Northwest  department  of  the  Mutual  Life 
makes  a  remarkably  good  showing  as  a  leader, 
with  a  large  net  gain  over  losses. 

— Manager  G.  A.  Ratubun,  of  the  Fidelity 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co.,  left  the  city  on 
the  13th  inst.,  for  an  extended  trip  through 
the  state,  visiting  his  various  agencies  and 
organizing  new  territory. 

— The  explosion  of  a  natural  gas  stove  on  the 
second  floor  of  an  apartment  building,  which 
covered  a  block  of  ground  in  Chicago  and  con- 
tained two  hundred  apartments,  made  a  total 
loss  of  the  building  by  tire  in  forty-five 
minutes.  The  loss  is  estimated  at  $75,000, 
fully  insured. 

— Director  Dead.  — Samuel. Lavenson,  one  of 
the  pioneer  citizens  of  California,  and  who 
has  been  identified  with  the  Pacific  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Company  since  it  was  organ- 
ized a  third  of  a  century  ago,  died  on  June  14, 
after  a  lingering  illness.  Mr.  Lavenson  was  a 
director  of  the  company,  and  was  for  many 
years  a  member  of  the  executive  committee, 
in  the  early  days  at  Sacramento. 

— Cai.vekt  Meade,  independent  adjuster,  has 
returned  from  Lake  View,  Or.,  and  brings  with 
him  a  curious  memento  of  the  conflagration. 
It  is  a  copy  of  the  Lakeview  Examiner  Extra, 
printed  after  the  fire,  and  exhibiting  the 
straits  to  which  the  publisher  had  been  re- 
duced by  the  destruction  and  "pi"-ingof  part 
of  the  type  of  his  printing  office.  Here  is  a 
sample  head  line : 

The  ImpoRTanT  TOwn  oF 

sOuTheaSTern  ORegOn  bUrneD  to 

THe  grOuND. 

There  were  no  "caps"  nor  "small  caps"  of  his 

minion  font  left,  and  his  account  of  the  fire 

and  the  losses  looks  queer. 


—The  failure  of  Price,  McCormack  &  Co., 
the  New  York  brokerage  and  commission 
house,  recalls  the  flurry  created  last  fall  in 
New  York  and  Boston  fire  insurance  circles 
when  rumor  was  persistently  busy  with 
alleged  purchases  of  controlling  interests  in 
several  prosperous  companies  with  large  sur- 
plus funds.  The  stockholders  of  the  Hanover 
of  New  York  and  of  the  Mercantile  of  Boston 
resisted  the  efforts  of  the  combine.  It  now 
crops  out  that  P.,  McC.  &  Co.  were  the  colored 
gentlemen  in  the  wood  pile.  The  Firemen's 
Fire  of  Boston,  however,  succumbed  to  the 
tempting  inducements  held  out  to  its  stock- 
holders, with  the  result  that  the  company  is 
now  in  liquidation. 

— Employers'  Liability  Assurance  Corpora- 
tion—The  chairman's  speech  at  the  meeting 
on  Thursday  last  was  clear  and  to  the  point, 
(says  the  Review  of  London).  He  explained 
that  the  corporation  had  not  the  least  in- 
tention of  playing  the  part  of  a  public  philan- 
thropist, and  assuming  risks  at  inadequate 
premiums.  Any  companies  that  liked  to  play 
such  a  part  and  assume  that  character,  were 
at  perfect  liberty  to  do  so.  We  think  the 
policy  of  the  corporation  has  been  prudent, 
and  events  have  well  justified  it.  It  has 
increased  its  assets,  increased  its  premiums, 
and  maintained  its  dividend.  The  workman's 
compensation  business  for  the  last  two  years 
has  been  considerably  Averse  in  proportion 
than  has  been  the  fire  insurance  situation  in 
the  United  States,  but  the  Employers'  Assur- 
ance Corporation  has  come  through  so  well, 
that  the  matter  is  one  for  sincere  congratula- 
tion to  all  concerned. 

— Probably  in  its  present  form  the  Coast  Re. 
view  Chart  will  not  be  printed  next  time. 
The  special  figures  which  it  now  contains  are 
hard  to  get  in  any  seasonable  time,  if  at  all; 
and  the  difficulties  are  increasing.  The 
Coast  laws  digest  (omitted  this  time  because 
there  was  no  change)  requires  much  cor- 
respondence and  time;  and  this  is  true  of  the 
business  by  states  and  territories  likewise. 
It  is  a  splendid  record,  however,  and  well 
worthy  to  be  persevered  in.  We  have  no  com- 
plaint to  make  of  the  liberal  patronage,  how- 
ever, for  it  is  even  better  than  formerly  ;  but 
some  change  in  the  form  and  contents  would 
probably  be  equally  acceptable  to  our  patrons, 
and  less  exacting  in  time  and  patience.  The 
charts  for  several  years  back  have  been  a 
complete  record  of  companies,  Coast  business, 
agency  business,  state  business,  laws,  etc.— 
a  convenient  record  not  otherwise  to  be  had. 
There  is  no  other  chart  like  it. 
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— CuAs.  J.  SuAW  of  HoUister,  Cal.,  has  gone 
to  Nome. 

— W.  S.  Du  Val's  ranch  home  in  Sonoma 
county  was  destroyed  by  fire  last  week. 

— Frank  L.  Gilbeut,  general  agent  of  the 
Fidelity  &  Deposit  Co.,  has  been  visiting  the 
East. 

— General  Agent  Beavek  of  the  Pacific  Mu- 
tual Life  visited  the  Yosemite  Valley  last 
week. 

— Consequential  damage  insurance  was  re- 
cently written  on  an  low^  packing-house  at 
the  rate  of  40  cents  per  $100. 

— W.  B.  Parsons,  of  Missoula,  Mont.,  sends 
the  following  breezy  item:  By  the  way,  a 
funny  thing  occurred  in  my  office  last  Mon- 
daj'.  I  was  examining  a  man  for  insurance  in 
the  K.  of  P.  In  answer  to  the  question : 
"Has  any  physician  ever  advised  a  change  of 
climate  for  the  benefit  of  your  health?"  after 
some  hesitancy,  he  replied  :  "Yes,  a  doctor 
once  told  me  to  s,o  to  hell."  I  never  heard  it 
before  and  believe  it  to  be  original.— Weekly 
Statement  Monthly. 

— The  Conservative  Life  Insurance  Co.  has 
been  Incorporated  at  Los  Angeles,  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $200,000,  divided  into  3,000 
shares,  which  have  been  subscribed.  The 
directors  are:  F.  H.  Rindge,  Santa  Monica; 
D.  W.  Edwards,  Milo  Baker,  John  K.  Haynes, 
H.  C.  Brainerd,  A.  M.  Hough  and  Wilbur  S. 
Tupper  all  of  Los  Angeles.  We  are  informed 
that  this  is  a  legitimate  undertaking,  with 
the  required  capital  all  in  sight.  The  Con- 
servative will  be  an  old  line  company  and 
ti'uly  "conservative."  It  will  begin  business 
very  auspiciousl.v. 

— Rates  Reduced.— The  Dalles,  Or.,  May 
20. — Representatives  of  the  Pacific  Board 
of  Underwriters  who  have  been,  here  re- 
cently have  finally  lowered  the  rate  of  insur- 
ance on  all  business  property  in  The  Dalles. 
This  includes  the  larger  portion  of  the  build- 
ings below  the  bluff,  and  the  rates  in  some 
cases  were  lowered  much  more  than  the  cit- 
izens had  reason  to  expect.  This  action  on 
the  part  of  the  insurance  companies  is  taken 
as  a  result  of  the  increased  facilities  for  fight- 
ing fire  here  above  the  other  cities  of  the 
class  in  the  Northwest.  A  perfect  fire  alarm 
system  is  now.  in  order,  and  the  recent  chem- 
ical engine  and  hook  and  ladder  tests  have 
proved  very  satisfactory. -^Portland  paper. 


— L.  F.  Lamping,  state  agent  for  the  Thur- 
ingia  for  Oregon,  Washington  and  Idaho,  was 
in  the  city  last  week. 

— W.  A.  White,  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  repre- 
senting the  Indianapolis  Insurance  Company, 
is  in  town,  at  the  Capital,  looking  after  insur- 
ance matters. — Sumpter,  Or.,  Chi'onicle. 

— Of  the  British  fire  oftices  doing  business  in 
Sydnej^  New  South  Wales,  the  Commercial 
Union  heads,  the  list  with  £6,513,000  amount 
written,  in  1899.  The  Norwich  Union  follows 
with  £2,416,000;  the  Liverpool  &  London 
&  Globe,  £2,325,000;  and  the  Royal,  £2,248,000 
In  1883  the  total  amount  at  risk  in  the  city 
was  £36,500,000.  The  total  for  1899  is 
£63,500,000. 

— The  Occidental  Ins.  Co. — ill-fated  name  of 
1871 — has  been  incorporated  in  San  Francisco. 
This  is  the  Local  Agents  Fire  Ins.  Co.  that 
was  to  be.  The  particulai's  of  the  scheme 
have  been  given  in  these  columns.  Borland 
of  San  Francisco  and  Mead  of  Los  Angeles 
subscribe  for  $95,000  each  of  the  $200,000,  as 
trustees  for  unnamed  pei'sons- local  agents, 
ostensibly.  It  costs  only  $13.12  to  in- 
corporate; but  ten  per  cent,  of  the  sub- 
scribed stock  must  be  paid  up  at  the  time; 
and  altogether,  $50,000  must  be  paid  up  when 
the  certificate  issues,  and  the  balance  in 
quarterly  installments.  The  incorporators 
are  Jas.  H.  Borland  and  Frank  H.  Gould  of 
San  Francisco,  John  A.  Hicks  of  San  Jose,  D. 
W.  Carmichael  of  Sacramento,  Ralph  P. 
Lane  of  Stockton  Arthur  G.  Nason  of  San 
Diego,  and  Win.  Mead,  M.  P.  Whittaker  and 
F.  P.  Flintof  Los  Angeles.  Other  subscribers 
of  the  remaining  $10,000  capital  are  Charles 
A.  Tait  and  Frank  E.  Walsh.  The  president 
is  Wm.  Mead;  John  A.  Hicks  and  Ralph  P. 
Lane  are  vice-presidents;  James  H.Borland 
is  secretary.  The  office  will  be  in  the  Na- 
tional Surety  Go's  office.— The  first  $50,000 
has  been  paid,  and  the  insurance  commis- 
sioner has  issued  a  certificate.  Who  is 
putting  up  the  money  ?    Not  the  local  agents. 

THE  COAST  REVIEW 
INSURANCE     CHART— for  1900 

is  out  and  circulated  throughout  the  Pa- 
cific West.  Of  course  your  company  did 
not  overlook  you.  We  supply  the  Chart  at 
25  cts.  per  copy.  New  features  this  year. 
Business  of  States  and  Territories  for  '99 
and  '98  in  parallel  columns.  Send  before 
the  big  edition  is  exhausted. 
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— Maxager  L.  B.  Edwards  is  in  Salt  Lake. 

— H.    M.    Grant,    independent    adjuster    at 
Portland,  is  in  town. 

—Manager    Macdonald,   of  the   London    & 
Lancashire,  has  been  visiting  New  York. 


—Insurance  officials  in  the  Pacific  West? 
You  will  find  them  in  the  Coast  Review  Chart. 

— Assistant  Secretary  Correa  of  the  Home 
has  returned  to  New  York  via  the  Northwest. 

— A.  Hilborn  &  Co.  is  the  name  of  a  new 
insurance  and  realty  agency  at  Suisun,  Cal. 

— Edward  F.  Delger  has  resigned  the  agency 
of  the  Bankers  Life  Association  of  Des  Moines. 
He  is  succeeded  by  G.  F.  Wink. 

—The  Law  Union  &  Crown,  represented  by 
Catton,  Bell  &  Co.,  had  a  good  year  in  '99. 
The  fire  losses  were  less  than  50  per  cent,  of 
the  premiums.  The  company  paid  its  highest 
dividends. 

—The  finding  of  the  trial  court  in  the  case 
of  Dr.  T.  P.  Robinson,  Gallup,  New  Mexico, 
versus  the  Palatine  Insurance  Co.,  has  been 
set  aside  by  Judge  Crumpacker  of  the  district 
court.  This  is  not  the  first  time  the  doctor 
has  lost  his  case  in  his  efforts  to  collect  good 
insurance  money  to  which  he  was  not  entitled. 

—Chicago  premium  receipts  in  1899— officially 
reported— amounted  to  $6,104,323,  and  the 
insurance  paid  thereon  was  $5,740,058,  or  94 
per  cent.  Great  guns!  Yet  we'll  wager 
that  every  daily  print  and  voting  sovereign 
in  Chicago  is  of  opinion  that  insurance  rates 
are  too  high  and  that  the  "insurance  trust" 
is  robbing  the  people. 

— Ix  the  Knarston  case,  San  Francisco,  Judge 
Sanderson  once  decided  against  the  plaintiff, 
but  the  supreme  court  sent  the  case  back  for 
new  trial.  The  jury  in  Judge  Hunt's  court 
stood  six  for  the  company  and  six  for  the 
plaintiff.  They  then  asked  for  a  reading  of 
the  ruling  of  the  supreme  court  in  the  case. 
After  some  delay,  the  jury  returned  a  verdict 
for  plaintiff.  The  facts  wei-e  with  the  com- 
pany, it  appears,  but  the  law,  as  it  seemed  to 
the  jury,  created  a  technical  liability. 
Knarston,  a  printer,  never  paid  his  premium. 
The  solicitor  said  he  asked  and  was  verbally 
granted  an  extension.  A  witness  present  at 
the  time  of  the  alleged  conversation  on  the 
street,  flatly  contradicted  this  testimony. 
Knarston,  who  was  financially  embarrassed 
and  overinsured,  stepped  in  front  of  a  moving 
locomotive,  and  was  instantly  killed. 


1900. 

— There  will  be  no  changes  in   the   Western 
department  of  the  Hanover  Fire. 

— Manager  Lamet  of  the  British  and  West- 
ern America  has  returned  to  Denver. 


— Capt.  a.  E.  Magill  is  still  seriously  ill. 
He  has  been  removed  to  a  private  hospital. 

—General  Manager  Digbt  Johnson  of  the 
Lancashire  will  visit  New  York  next  week. 
He  visits  this  country  every  year  or  so. 

— The  Traders  and  a  Vicksburg  paper  have 
been  sued  for  $25,000  damages  for  alleged 
libel. 

—Twelve  thousand  certificates  to  locals  have 
been  issued  in  Texas  by  Commissioner  John- 
son since  January  1,  1900,  and  several  more 
counties  to  hear  from. 

— Jas.  B.  Estee,  superintendent  of  agencies 
for  the  National  Life  Insurance  Co.  of  Ver- 
mont, was  among  the  gentlemen  who  visited 
the  Coast  Review  office  last  week. 

— The  Phenix  won  its  surety  suit  against 
the  Guarantee  Co.  of  N.  A.,  which  resisted 
payment  of  its  bond  on  the  company's  cashier 
in  Omaha.  The  jury  gave  the  Phenix  a  ver- 
dict for  $4,830. 

— Well,  well,  after  that  "scarlet  letter," 
A.  R.  Hawthorne  of  Troy,  O.,  has  "union- 
ized" his  agency.  Five  non-union  companies 
are  retired.  Manager  Cary  of  the  German- 
American  appears  to  have  been  "vindicated." 

— The  old  policy  form  exempted  liability  for 
injuries  by  asphyxiation,  and  payment  of 
claim  for  disability  was  therefore  refused. 
The  doctor  administered  a  hypodermic  injec- 
tion, which  resulted  in  an  abscess.  Justice 
Groezinger,  San  Francisco  (Leudan  v.  Fidel- 
ity &  Casualty)  decided  that  as  the  inhala- 
tion was  involuntary,  the  company  must  paj- . 
Similar  rulings  have  been  made  in  the  East, 
on  the  thin  ground  that  only  voluntary  in- 
halation was  contemplated  in  the  exemption 
clause.  Policies  now  exempt  both  voluntary 
and  involuntary  inhalation  of  gas,  as  a  pro- 
tection from  suicide  claims. 


FIRE   INSURANCE. 

Young  unmarried  man  capable  of  entire  charge  of 
accounts  or  cash, 

.  .  .  Wants  a  Position  .  .  . 

Familiar  also  with  other  desks  of  an  insurance! 
office,  having  risen  from  the  junior  position.    a| 
good,    conscientious    worker.      Ample    reference. 
Address    "A.  B."    Care  Coast  Review. 
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Not  an  American  Wildcat. — The 
cat  was  a  sacred  animal  in  Egypt.  The 
Egyptian  built  temples  and  offered  sacri- 
fices in  honor  of  the  cat,  even  embalming 
its  body  after  death.  The  lai'ge  number 
of  bronze  inscriptions,  monuments  and 
cat  mummies  found  give  convincing  proof 
of  the  great  veneration  in  which  the  cat 
was  held  in  ancient  Egypt. 

Europe  is  anxiously  i-eaching  out  for 
whatever  remains  of  last  year's  cotton 
crop  in  the  United  States.  The  exporta- 
tion of  cotton  in  April,  1900,  amounted  to 
264,0-14,318  pounds,  against  134,397,328 
pounds  in  April  of  last  year,  and  the 
value  to  $24,684,078,  against  $8,435,097,  in 
April  last  year,  while  the  average  price 
per  pound  in  April,  1900,  was  9.3c.,  and 
April,  1899,  6.3c.,  an  increase  of  about 
50  per  cent. 

Exportations  of  cotton  cloth  in 
April,  1900,  were  but  15,143,188  yards, 
against  31,751,887  in  April,  1899,  and  the 
total  exportation  of  cotton  manufactures 
was  but  $1,614,812  in  value,  against 
$1,911,511  in  April,  1899,  though  for  the 
ten  months  of  the  fiscal  year  the  exports 
exceeded  in  value  those  of  any  correspond- 
ing period,  being  $20,202,246,  against 
$18,936,300  in  the  same  months  of  the 
fiscal  year  1899,  and  13,801,439  in  the 
corresponding  months  of  the  fiscal  year 
1898. 

In  Roumania  mothers  bind  red  ribbons 
round  the  ankles  of  their  babes  to  keep 
them  from  harm.  In  Ireland  a  strand  of 
woman's  hair  is  placed  in  the  cradle  for 
the  same  reason,  and  in  Holland  a  mother 
takes  care  to  have  bread,  steak,  salt  and 
garlic  placed  in  the  cot  of  her  new-born 
child.  Welsh  mothers  place  their  faith 
in  a  knife  or  a  pair  of  tongs  as  a  charm 
against  evil  to  their  infants.  In  Amei-ica 
baby  has  warm  milk  at  hand  in  the  crib, 
stored  in  an  "evei'  i-eady  nursing  bottle" 
which  has  .the  words  "help  yourself" 
blown  in  the  glass. 


"Old  and  Tried" 


Glens 


Falls 


Insurance 
Company 


Glens  Falls,  N.  Y. 


Abstract  from 


rp||U      Annua] 
'>^^^^  Statement, 


Semi-Centennial,  Jan'y  1st,  1900. 
Total  Cash  Assets,  $3,327,439.82 

Capital  Stock,  .  .  .  200,000.00 
Unearned  Premium  Fund,  905,918.99 
All  Other  Liabilities,  etc.,       66,378.76 

Net  Surplus,     .     .    2,155,142.07 


E.  E.  POTTER,  Genn  Agent 

322  Montgomery  St. 

SAN   FRANCISCO. 
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Since  1882  the  mines  of  Butte,  Mont., 
have  produced  $475,172,852. 

There  is  more  truth  than  poetry  in  the 
following:  Call  a  girl  a  chick  and  she 
smiles,  call  a  woman  a  hen  and  she  howls. 
Call  a  young  woman  a  witch  and  she  is 
pleased;  call  an  old  woman  a  witch  and 
she  is  indignant.  Call  a  gii'l  a  kitten  and 
she  rather  likes  it;  call  a  woman  a  cat  and 
she  hates  you.  Women  are  queer.  If  you 
call  a  man  a  gay  dog,  it  will  flatter  him; 
call  hiin  a  pup,  a  hound  or  a  cur,  and  he 
will  try  to  alter  the  map  of  your  face.  He 
don't  mind  being  called  a  bull  or  a  bear, 
yet  he  will  object  to  being  mentioned  as  a 
calf  or  a  cub.  Men  are  queer  too. — St. 
Paul  Globe. 


D.   A.   SPENCER,  Adjuster, 


2/3  Sansome  Street, 


An  Iowa  doctor  claims  he  can  cure  con- 
sumption with  '  concentrated  sunshine. 
The  actinic  rays  kill  the  germs.  A  huge 
reflector  is  used  for  focusing  the  sun's 
rays.  The  red,  green  and  yellow  rays 
are  excluded. 

Here  is  good  news  from  Kansas — good 
for  the  fire  offices  repi-esented  there: 

The  crop  this  year  will  be  the  heaviest  ever 
known.  In  1892  Kansas  had  3,800,000  acres  of 
wheat  and  raised  70,000,000  bushels,  an 
average  of  IS  bushels  to  the  acre.  This  year 
the  winter  wheat  acreage  is  4,685,819,  as 
estimated  by  the  growers,  and  the  average 
yield  will  be  larger  than  that  of  1892.  If  the 
yield  per  acre  is  the  same  as  in  1892  the 
aggregate  yield  vi^ill  be  85,000,000  bushels. 
The  crop  in  general  was  never  in  better 
condition. 

Liberal  Contract 

can  be  made 
with  established 


SAN  FRANCISCO. 


Old  Line  Life 


F.    G.     ARGALL, 

Adjuster    of    Fire    Losses, 

306  Pine  Street,  (room  2)   San  Francisco. 

TEL.    MAIN    5605 


Insurance  Company 
for 


Local  or  Special 
Agency. 


Address  "C," 

Care  of  Coast  Revietv. 


PHOENIX  MUTUAL 


LIFE 


INSURANCE 
COMPANY 


Of  HARTFORD,  CONN. 


JONATHAN  B.  BUNCE,  Presi. 
J.  M.  HOLCOMBE,  Vice-Presi. 
CHAS.  H.  LAWRENCE,  Sec'y. 


H.    W.  MAOEE. 


J.    W.  HICKS. 


HICKS    &    MAGRR, 

Managers  Pacific   Department, 
Clans  Spreokels  (Call)   Building,   San  Francisco, 

tm'Tiuo    NEW   CONTRACTS    Just   Issued.        The   Easiest    on    the    Market   to    Sell. 
SMALL  RA  TES  J      BIG  ADVANTAGES !    Agents  should  not  fail  to  call  and  investigate- 


The  Coast   Rei>ievO 
OUR    PACIFIC   COAST  INSURANCE   DIRECTORY. 


Fire  and  Marine   Insurance  Agencies. 
Phone  I    General  Agents  and  Companies.        Address. 


548 

5107 

334 

354 

272 


684 


822 


1991 


201 


Baggs  &  Stovel 

American,  Boston 
Mercantile,  Boston 

Bailey,  James  D 

Ins.  Co.  North  America 


Balfour,  Guthrie  &  Co 

(A.  H.  Small,  Manager) 
British  &  Foreign  Marine 
Yangtsze,  Shanghai 

Balden,  H.  K 

Hartford  Fire 

N.  Y.  Underwriters  Agency 


Bertheau,  Cesar  ., 

Hanover,  N.  Y. 
Aachen  &  Munich  Fire 


Boardman  &  Spencer 
^tna,  Hartford 


Bromwell,  L.  L 

Milwaukee  Mechanics,  Wis. 


Brown  &  Sons,  Edward 
American,  Phila. 
Svea,  Sweden 
Agricultural,  N.  Y. 
Delaware 


Butler  &  Haldau 

Phcenix.  London 
Providence- Washington.  R.I. 

Catton,  Bell  &  Co 

Union  Assurance,  London 
Law  Union  &  Crown 
Victoria,  N.  Y. 

Christensen,  Chas 

American-Central,  St.  Louis. 
St.  Paul.F.  &  M. 

Coleman,  J.  D 

Home,  New  York, 


Continental  Ins.  Co 

Davis  &  Son,  J.  B.  F 

Standai-d  Marine,  Liverpool 
Sun,  London 

Davis  ife  "Watson 

British  America 
Western,  Toronto 


Davis  &  Henry    .  . 
Greenwich,  N.  Y. 


Devlin,  Frank  J 

Atlas,  London 
Kings  County 

Dickson  and  Hall 

Royal  Exchange,  London 
Orient 

Dornin,  George  D 

National,  Hartford 
Springfield,  Mass. 

Driffield,  V.  C 

Transatlantic,  Hamburg 
Hamburg  Underwriters 


Dutton,  Wm.  J 

Ins.  Co.  State  of  Penn.,  Phila. 
Equitable 

Edwards  &  Conroy 

American.  N.  J. 
Manchester,  England 
Caledonian.  Edinburgh 
American,  N.  Y. 


411  Calif. 

412  Calif. 
316  Calif. 

313  Calif. 

423  Calif. 

514  Calif. 
410  Calif. 
4111/2  Calif. 

413  Calif. 
406  Calif. 

220  Sans. 

Portland 

302  Pine 
215  Sans. 

322  Pine. 

215  Sans. 
309  Sans. 

501  Montg 

409  Calif. 

213  Sans. 

401  Calif. 

323  Calif. 


Fire  and  Marine  Insurance  Agencies. 


Phone     General  Agents  and  Companies.      Address 


288 


38 
666 
11&4 


336 


Clay 
321 


5710 


746 


720 


538 

5639 

649 


Fireman's  Fund  Ins.  Co. 


Folger,  Herbert 

Phoenix,  Hartford 
New  Hampshire 

Grant,  Geo.  F 

London  Assurance,  London 
Northern  Assurance,  London 


Grant,  Tom  C 

North  British  &  Mercantile 
Greenwich,  N.  Y. 

Gutte  &  Frank 

Magdeburg,  Germany 
Magdeburg,  N.  Y. 
Wilhelma,  Germany 
Associated  Assurance  Cos., 
Germany 


401  Calif. 
325  Calif. 


221  Sans. 


Harrison,  Wm.  Greer 

Thames  &  Mersey  Marine 

Haven,  Chas.  D.  .   .  ■ 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe 


Herold,  Jr.,  Rudolph  . 
Hamburg-Bremen 


Home  Mutual  Ins.  Co. 
Keller,  H.  C 


Lamey,  H.  T 

British  America 

Western 

Landers,  William  J  .    .    . 
Imperial,  London 
Lion,  London 

Laton,  Chas.  A 

Palatine,  Eng. 
Traders,  Chicago 

Loaiza,  W.  &  Co 

Prussian  National 
Niagara 
Caledonian- American 


Lowden,  W.  H. .    .    . 

Norwich  Union 


Macdonald,  "William 

London  &  Lancashire,  Eng. 
Norwalk  Fire 
English-Am.  Underwriters 
State  Fire 
Netherlands 

Manheim,  Dibbern  &  Co ,  217  Sans. 

Scottish  Union  &  National 

322  Calif. 


212  Pine 
303  Calif. 

305  Calif. 

422  Calif. 

415  Calif. 

318  Calif. 

210  Sans. 

Denver 

205  Sans. 
439  Calif. 
216  Sans 

314  Calif. 

315  Montg 


Mann  &  "Wilson 

Lancashire,  Eng. 
Teutonia,  New  Orleans 
La  Fonciere  Marine 
L'Universo  Marine 

Maxwell,  J.  D ■    .   . 

Continental 


421  Calif. 
319  Calif. 


Medcraft,  R.  C 

Scottish  Union  &  National 

McNear,  Geo.  "W ;  308  Sans. 

(WillardO.  Wayman,  Manager) 

Merchants,  N.  J. 

United  States  Fire,  N.  Y. 

Girard 

Marine  ' 


The  Coast   Rei^ieH? 
OUR   PACIFIC  COAST  INSURANCE   DIRECTORY 


Phone 
1734 

1551 

5582 


1724 
5024 
5976 


Green 
621 


General  Agents  and  Companies 


Address.    \Phone\    General  Agents  and  Companies. 


MitcheU.Geo.M..  - 210  Sans. 

Westchester,  N.  Y.  | 

Home  N.  Y. 


MuUins,  C.  F.    •   •   •.   •   •   •   • 
Commercial  Union,  Ii.ng^ 
Commercial  Union,  N.  i  • 
Alliance,  London 

Pope,  T.  Edward 

Pennsylvania 
Union,  Phila. 


416  Calif. 


508-10  Calif. 


322  Montg 


Potter,  Ed.  E 

Franklin,  Phila. 

Williamsburg  City,  N.  i. 

Glens  Falls 
Roff,  H.  L 210  Sans. 

Home,  N.  Y. 


5810 


321 
5359 


Shankland,  T.  C.  .   .   .   •       • 

Fire  Association,  Pnila. 


Smith,  B.  J.  .   ■■•••; 
Connecticut,  Hartfora 

Spencer,  H.  McD 

Phenix,  Brooklyn. 


Speyer,  Walter 

North  German,  Germany 
Hamburg  Underwriters 


Syz  &  Co.    .   . 

Helvetia  Swiss 
Baloise,  Switzerland 
Swiss  Marine  Combined 


5333 

isai 

5393 
766 
5740 
5596 


Address. 
Mills  Big 


Gilbert,  Frank  L.  .   .   .   ;   .   .    • 

Fidelity  and  Deposit 

Godwin,  Thos.  .   .   .   ■  •  •   ■   ■  •   "I  Mills 
Preferred  Accident,  N.  Y. 

Gross,  Carl  C.    .   ...   .   •    •   •   •   •   ■       ^mdsr 

Provident  Savings,  N.  Y.  ^^^^S 

Harmon,  Jr.,  A.  K.  P.  .   .  .•   •   ■  ,•     Mills  Big 
Connecticut  Mutual  Life,  H  d 


Hart  &  Wooster 
Penn  Mutual 


Spreckels 
Big. 


Thomas,  W.  P ■    ■   • 

New  Zealand,  Auckland 


219  San. 
411  Calif. 
415  Montg 
225  Sans. 

301  Calif. 

312  Calif. 
4.35  Calif. 

409^/4  Calif 


Hicks  &Magee r'^Bldf' 

Phoenix  Mutual  Life  taag 

Safe  De- 
Red  I  Houghton,  H.  B-  .  .  ■  ■  ■  ■  •  •  •  nosit  Big 
2331  I        Jtna  Life  (&  accident)  Conn.j  POsit  ciit. 

Mills  Big 


Tyson,  Geo.  H.      ...    .   ■   • 

German- American,  N .  \  . 

German  Alliance,  N.  Y. 

Boston,  Boston,  Mass. 

Van  Slyke  &  Co 

Voss,  Conrad  &  Co 1  2W  Sans. 

Thuringia,  Germany 

Frankfort  Marine 

Bavarian  Lloyd  Marine 

Thuringia-American,  N.  Y. 

Watt,  RoUa  V iRoyal  Ins- 
Royal,  Liverpool  ]      Bldf 
Queen,  N.  Y. 

Wilson,  Walter  J |  216  Sans. 

Niagara 


San  Francisco  Life,  Accident  and  Mis= 
cellaneous  Agencies. 


113 


1684 

5296 

Brown 
223 

Blk 
2311 

1597 

1696 

169 

538 
5921 


750 
621 


Jacobs,  W.  A 

Germania  Life 

Kilgarif  &  Beaver I  506  Mont 

Pacific  Mutual  Life 

Landers,  John   ■.■■■,■  ^  ■■   ■   ■  |  240  Montg 
Manhattan  Life,  N.  Y. 

LeaTitt,W.  C.  •••.,•  ^-    '      1  ^^^  Calif. 
■     Union  Mutual  Life,  Me. 


Loaiza,  W.  &  Co 


216  Sans. 


Union  Casualty  &  Surety  Co. 


Phone 

329 
5017 

195 

902 

5244 

1703 

1376 


General  Agents  and  Companies. 


Borland,  James  H 

Bnggs,  Clarence  F „  ■  : 

Standard  Life  and  Accident 

Christensen,  Chas.     •       •■  ;^- 
Lloyds  Plate  Glass,  N.  Y. 

Delger  Ewd.    F 

Bankers  Life  Association. 

Dunphy, W.  H.    .   .    

Home  Life,  N.  Y. 

Field,  H.  K.    ■  •   ■■  •   •   •   •  .•    • 
New  England  Mutual  Life 

Finnegan,  John  E 

Forbes  &  Son,  A.  B 

Mutual  Life,  N.  Y. 

Gamiss.  Jas.  R.    .   •       •  •   • 

American  Surety,  N.  \  . 


Address. 


Spreckels 

Bldg 
Mills  Big 

317  Calif. 

Spreckels 
Bldg 

Parrott 
Big 

Mills  Big 

Mills  Big 

Mutual 
Life  Big 

219  Sans. 


McLane,  Chas.  .   .   .    .   • Mills  Big 

New  York  Life,  N.\. 

Mann  &  Wilson |  322  Calif. 

Hartford  Steam  Boiler 
Metropolitan  Plate  Glass 

MaxweU,  J.  D.  &  Co I  421  Calif. 

MunseU.  Jr.,  Jas.    ■   ■■   ■^-  ,  ■   •     503  Calif . 
Mutual  Benefit  Life,  N.  J. 


Davis 

982 

5683 
5136 

425 


970 
5161 

1739 
5577 


Okell,  Chas  J.  &  Co.  ...   . 

Employers'  Liability,  London 

Pacific  Mutual  Life.  S.  F 

Pacific  Surety  Co.,  S.  F 


Pardee,  S.  C.     .....   ■   .   ■ 

Fidelity  &  Casualty,  N.  Y. 

Parker,  C.  M.  T 


Perrin,  Howard    .   .   . 

Washington  Life 


Potter,  Ed  E „  v.  •    •  ;    ' 

City  Trust,  S.  D.  &  Surety 


401  Calif. 


Rathbun,  Geo.  A.  .   .      .   •   •  ,    ■  . 

Fidelity^Mutual,  Philadelphia 


Sherman  &  Harmon 
Penn  Mutual 


Shields,  A.  M 

Equitable  Life 

Smith,  Clarence  M.    •   •   •    •   ■       „ 
Northwest'nMut..  Milwaukee 


Stolp,  G.  M ■ 

National  Life,  Vt. 


Voss,  Conrad  &  Co •   •   • 

Frankfort  Acci.  &  Plate  Glass 


506  Montg 

320  Montg 

Mutual 
Life  Big 

214  Pine 

Chronicle 
Bldg 

322  Montg 
Mills  Big 
Portl  ai  d 
Crock'rBlg 
PhelanBlg 
Crock'rBlg 
204  Sans. 
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Our  Directory  of  Pacific  Coast 
Field  Men. 

Attached  Field  Men. 

Aachen  cfc  Munich. 

A  W  Tliornton,  Seattle 
W  A  Bonynge,  Los  Angeles 
Wm  B  Streeter,  Portland,  Oregon 
F  W  Hally,  San  Francisco 
Atlas  Assurance. 
E  R  Thompson.  San  Francisco 
W  W  Cleveland,  San  Francisco 
W  W  Alverson,  Portland 
C  E  Sflilingbeyde,  Los  Angeles 
William  Manning,  Denver,  Col. 

yEtna. 
Ed  C  Morrisoii,  San  Francisco 
Louis  Mel,  San  Francisco 
W  L  Gazzara,  Seattle,  Wash. 
J  A  Murphy,  Seattle 

Baggs  &  Stovel  Agency. 
C  W  Smith,  San  Francisco 

British  America  and  Western. 
W  L  W  Miller,  Denver,  Colorado 
H  J  SchaetTer,  Seattle,  Wash. 
R  H  Magill,  Oakland,  California 
W  B  Westlake,  Oakland.  Cal. 
E  L  Reed    Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
Edw.  Brown  c6  <S'on,  Gen'l  Ag'ts. 
Wm  H  Hill,  San  Francisco 
Chas  Van  Valkenburg,  Los  Angeles 
H  H  Brown,  San  Francisco 
N  B  Whitley,  Seattle,' Washington 
W  H  Gibbons,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

Butler  (k  Haldan  Agency. 
B  C  Dick,  San  Francisco 
B  B  Broomell,  Taconia 
Uontinental. 

D  W  Graves,  San  Francisco 
W  A  Williams,  Portland,   Oregon 
F  H  Rhoads,  Denver,  Colorado 
F  P  Wilson,  Los  Angeles 
Convrnercial  Union  and  Alliance. 
W  R  Heath,  San  Francisco 
A  T  Von  Etlinger,  Portland,  Or 
W  A  .Jackson,  Los  Angeles 
M  H  Merrill,  Salt  Lake  City 

Connecticut. 
Guy  Francis,  San  Francisco 
A  G  Davis.  San  Francisco 
L  P  Stephens.  Los  Angeles 
James  S  Reed,  Portland,  Oregon 
W  S  Ferris,  Salt  Lake 

Chas.  C'hrist.ensen's  Agency. 
James  C  Cunningham,  Spokane 
Ernest  C  Johnson.  Los  Angeles 
S  B  Morse,  Portland,  Oregon 
Geo  G  Potter,  San  Francisco 

Edwards  <&  Conroy,  Managers. 
R  De  Lappe.  San  Francisco 
Geo  A  Crux,  Portland.  Oregon 
E  E  Panabaker,  Sacramento 
J  O  Parrish,  Denver 

Eiretnan's  Fund. 
R  D  Hunter,  San  Francisco 
Wm  M  Klingcr,  San  Francisco 
L  M  Seaton,  Los  Angeles 
J  V  Spears,  Dallas,  Texas 
F  G  White,  Denver,  Colorado 
A  C  Thornton,  Portland,  Oregon 
R  P  Fabj,  Sherlock  BIk.,  Port.,  Or. 
G  H  Mendell,  Jr.,  Salt  Lake 
Fire  Association,  Philadelphia. 
T  C  Shankland,  San  Francisco 
F  M  Avery,  Denver,  Colorado 
F  J  Alex  Mayer,  Portland,   Oregon 
Dan  L  Weaver,  Spokane 
E  J  Louis,  Los  Angeles 

German- American . 
W  F  Chipman,  San  Francisco 
Harry  Benner,  San  Francisco 
Chas  R  Thompson,  Seattle,  Wash.  . 

Hamburg- Brem,en. 
Harry  C  Boyd,  San  Francisco 


Hartford. 
J  J  Agard,  San  Francisco 
John  M  Holmes,  San  Francisco 
J  J  Dennis,  Portland 
B  F  Grant,  Salt  Lake  City 
W  O  Morgan,  San  Francisco 

Home  Mutual. 
E  E  Eltel,  San  Francisco 
R  P  Fabj,  Portland,  Oregon 
A  W  Whitmer,  Portland,  Oregon 
F  G  White,  Denver,  Colorado 
Chas  C  Echlin,  San  Francisco 
C  P  Lyndall,  Los  Angeles 

Home,  New  York. 
Harry  L  Roflf,  San  Francisco 
A  G  Ridling,  San  Francisco 
Junius  Young,  Salt  Lake  City 
A  F  Gartner,  Butte,  Montana 
J  D  Coleman,  Portland,  Oregon 
John  H  Burgard  Portland,  Oregon 
G  C  Holloway.  Los  Angeles 
J  J  Sheahan,  San  Francisco 
Imperial  and  Lion. 
Amos  F.  Sewell,  San  Francisco 
T  T  Frith.  Denver 
W  F  Zwlck,  Seattle 
Toll  Thompson,  Portland,  Oregon 
Maj  W  H  Bonsall,  Los  Angeles 
Ins.  Co.  of  North  America. 
J  K  Hamilton,  San  Francisco 
C  O  Scott,  San  Francisco 
A  E  Bailey,  Seattle,  Washington 

Lancashire. 
Walter  M  Speyer,  San  Francisco 
D  W  Pierce,  Los  Angeles 
F  M  Branch,  Portland,  Oregon 

Liverpool  <&  London  &  Globe. 
Edw  G  Sprowl,  Tacoma,  Wash. 
R  G  Brusli,  San  Francisco 
John  W  Gunn,  Salem,  Oregon 
Fred  L  Haven,  San  Francisco 
Theo  Summerland,  Los  Angeles 

London  &  Lancashire. 
W  B  Hopkins,  San  Francisco 
Burns  Macdonald,  San  Francisco 
Sam  B  Stoy,  Cham.  Com,.  Port.,  Or. 

London  and  Northern. 
Frank  L  Hunter,  San  Francisco 
F  C  H   Robins,  San  Francisco 
James  H  Vint,  San  Francisco 

Magdeburg. 
Leslie  Bates,  San  Francisco 

G.   W.  McNear. 
M  H  Thomson,  Portland 
Arthur  M  Thomson,  San  Francisco 
C  A  Mead,  Los  Angeles 

Milwaukee  Mechanics. 
C  H  W^ard,  San  Francisco 
Gilbert  E  Overton,  Los  Angeles 
National  and  Springfield. 
Leslie  H  Lord    San  Francisco 
J  N  Waters,  San  Francisco 
John  C  Dornin,  Taconia.  Wash. 
P  E  Gerald    Portland.  Oregon 
Geo  C  Codding,  San  Francisco 
Edward  Se.xton,  Denver 
New  Zealand. 
H  E  Parkhurst,  San  Francisco 
A   R  D  Patterson,  Portland 
H   E  O'Brien,  Los  Angeles 

Niagara. 
Geo  H  Batchelder,  Denver,  Colo. 
Walter  J  Wilson,  San  Francisco 
W  H  Raymond,  Portland,  Oregon 

North  British  and  Mercantile. 
Edward  Niles,  San  Francisco 
W  S  Bcrdnn.  Jr.,  San  Francisco 
Chas  B  Hill,  San  Francisco 
Johu  T  Gritlith,  San  Francisco 
Francis  Cutting,  San  Francisco 

North  German. 
J  H  Ankele,  San  Francisco 
C  O  Hawley,  Los  Angeles 
Norwich  Union. 
J  L  Fuller,  San  Francisco 
R  H  DelafiiUd,  San  Francisco 
F  C  Staniford,  San  Francisco 
A  W  Glesy,  Salem,  Oregon 


Palatine. 
Thomas  J  Duffy,  San  Francisco 
Henry  T  Fennel,  San  Francisco 
Edward  O  Hughes,  Los  Angeles 
F  J  H  Manning,  Denver,  Colo. 
E  S  Parker,  Sonora,  Cal. 
Henry  C  Rodgers.  Portland,  Oregon 

Pennsylvania  Fire. 
Homer  A  Craig,  San  Francisco - 
Chester  Deeriug,  San   Francisco 
Voluey  Howard,  San  Francisco 
S  P  Mesick,  San  Francisco 
J  H  Clinkscales,  Los  Angeles 

Philadelphia  Underwriters 
T  C  Shankland,  San  Francisco 
F  M   Avery,  Denver,  Colorado 
F  J  Alex  Mayer,  Portland,  Oregon 
E  J  Louis,  Los  Angeles 
Dan  L  Weaver,  Spokane, Wash. 

Phmnix,  Hartford. 
R  Gallegos,  Jr,  San  Francisco 
J  W  Warner,  San  Francisco 
Chas  D  Morgan,  Los  Angeles 
Lucian  W  Knight,  Portland,  Or 

Prussian  National. 
John  A  Prinsen,  San  Francisco 

Edward  E.  Potter,  Manager. 
Sam  B  Dewey,  Los  Angeles 
Charles  A  Layng 

Boyal  and  Queen. 
John  T  Fogarty,  San  Francisco 
Wm  Maris,  San  Francisco 
F  M  Gilcrest,  San  Francisco 
J  K  Urmston,  Los  Angeles 
H  R  Burke,  Portland.  Oregon 
J  O  Thomas,  Portland,  Oregon 

Royal  Exchange  Assurance. 
John  J  Clayton,  San  Francisco 
John  T  Beales,  San  Francisco 
R  M  Thompson,  Los  Angeles 
H  C  Ramsay,  Denver 
John  Andrew,  Portland 

Scottish  Union  <ic  National. 
T  J  A  Tledemann.  Portland.  Or 
Fred  R  Stover,  San  Francisco 
Harry  L  Luke.  Salt  Lake  &  Denver 
John  E  Cosgrove,  San  Francisco 

Sun  Insurance  Office. 
Thos  H  Williams,  Portland 
W  W  Hoagland,  Portland 

Syz  cfc  Co. 
H  C  Kirkpatrick,  San  Francisco 

Thuringia. 
R  B  Friend,  San  Francisco 
C  B  Sloan,  Los  Angeles 
L  F  Lamping,   Seattle,  Washington 

Transatlantic. 
Tom  R  Roberts,  Seattle 
H  W  Fores,  San  Francisco 
Union  Assurance. 
Harry  H  Smith,  San  Francisco 
Edwin  B  De  Golla,  San  Francisco 
Paul  C  Bates,  Portland 

Westchester . 
,  H  C  Keller,  San  Francisco 

Unattached  Field  Men. 
A  A  Andre,  San  Francisco 
F  G  Argall,  San  Francisco 
I)  M  Bokee,  San  Francisco 
William  L  Chalmers,   Portland,  Or. 
W   H  Faust,  Los  Angeles 
E  P  Farnsworth,  San  Francisco 
H  R  Hanna.  Los  Angeles 
R  Lockey,  Helena,  Mont. 
D  W  Mcintosh,  Los  Angeles 
Calvert  Meade,  San  Francisco 
R  H  Naunton,  San  Francisco 
B  D  Smalley,  Seattle,  Washington 
D  A  Spencer,  San  Francisco 
Adolph  Wenzelburger    San  Fran'cc 
H  M  Grant,  Portland.  Oregon 
Charles  L  J  Bliss,  Seattle,  Wagii 
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COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


■       I  I     1    r^      H       [\|    Iipsamnce  Conppang 

V_  #     \^     A—/  J — ^  J.    ^  Of  America,  N.  Y. 


Assets, 
Surplus, 

J.  A.  MACDONALD,  President, 


$4,668,341.00 
2,323,975.00 

GEO.  W.  BURCHELL,  Secretary. 


ROLLA  V.  WATT,  Pacific  Coast  Manager 

JOHN   T.   FOG  ARTY,  Superintendent  of  Agencies. 
ROYAL  INSURANCE  BUILDING  comer  Pine  and  Sansome  Streets,  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

SPECIAL  AGENTS  and  ADJUSTERS  ROYAL  and  QUEEN  INSURANCE  COMPANIES. 
FRANK  M.  GILCREST,  Central  California.  H.  R.  BURKE,  Washington  and  Montana. 

WILLIAM  MARIS,  Northern  California,  Nevada  and  Utah.     J.  0.  THOMAS,  Oregon  and  Idaho. 
J.  K,  URMSTON,  Southern  California,  Arizona  and  New  Mexico. 


ASSETS, 

Surplus,  (Net) 
Losses  paid,  over 


I  53,281,824  89 

15,196.543  33 
117,000,000  00 


Transacts  Largest   FIRE    Insurance   Busi- 
ness of  any  Company  in  the  World. 


CHARLES   ALCOCK,   MANAGER, 


F.  J.   KINGSLEY,  SUB-MANAGER, 


LIVERPOOL,  England. 


DEPARTMENT  OFFICES: 

Boston,    New  York,    Philadelphia,    Chicago.    Louisville, 

San  Francisco. 

Agencies  in  all  principal  Cities  and  Towns. 


fci;,e«  <  <  -<--<-<•.<  , 


Royal 

insurance 
Company. 


ROLLA    V.   WATT3    Pacific  Coast    Manager, 

JOHN   T.    FOG  ARTY,  Superintendent  of  Agencies. 
ROYAL  INSURANCE  BUILDING  corner  Pine  and  Sansome  Streets,  SAN  FRANCISCO.\ 


^^f^'^f^fS  COAST  REriEir  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^S?^^^ 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT 


AMERICAN  CENTRAL 

Insurance  Company  of  St.  Louis 

EMablished  1S53 

Assets,  -  -  $  1,941,324.10 

Losses  Paid,  -  -  10,429,444.42 

territory! 
California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Montana,  Idaho,  Utah,  Nevada  and  Arizona 


ST,  PAUL 


F.  &  M.  Insurance  Company  of  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Established  1865 

.   Assets,  -  -  -  $  2,450,629.11 

Losses  Paid,  _  _  _  16,586,620.70 

tjsrritory: 

California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Montana,  Idaho,  Utah,  Nevada  and  Arizona 


Lloyds  Plate  Glass 

Insurance  Company  of   New  York 

Assets,  -  -  -  -    $  786,016.74 

Losses  Paid,  _  _  _  1,875,494.33 

8^" Insures  Plate  Glass  Against  Breakage  Only 


CHAS.  CHRISTENSEN,  Manager 


B.  GOODWIN,   Ass't    Manager 


Sj>ecial  Agents: 

JAMES  C.  CUNNINGHAM,  Siwkane,  Wash 
ERNEST  C.  JOHNSON,  Los  Angele.s,  Cal. 


OFFICE:   220  SanSOme  St..   S     F.  ^^^-  ^-  potter,  San  Francisco. 

\  S.  B.  MORSE,  Portland. 


CC) 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


CONNBCTICUT 


Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Hartford 


ESTABLISHED  1850 


Cash  Capital, 

Total  Assets, 

Surplus  to  Policyholders, 


1 1,000,000  00 
3,869,451  75 
2,068,839  7 1 


BENJAMIN  J.  SMITH,  Manager 

411   California  Street,  San  Francisco 


Royal  Exchange  Assurance 


Of  Lvondon,    England. 


-ESTABLISHED    BY    ROYAL    CHARTER    1720- 


m 


Cash  Capital,  :  ; 

Surplus  to  Policyholders, 
Total  Assets,  : 


$  35346,099  45 

9)6i2,455  96 

24,034,110  35 


fi^  LOSSES  PAID,  OVER  $  J  85,000,000.00  "^©a 


Head  Office  United  States,  100  William  St.,  New  York, 

ROBERT  DICKSON,  General  Manager. 


Pacific  Coast  Department,  501    Montgomery  St.,  San   Francisco, 

FRANK  W.   DICKSON  [ 


EDWARD  HALL 


Associate  Managers 
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COAST  REM E IV  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


1792 


1900 


INSURANCE  CO  OF  NORTH  AMERICA 


FOUNDED 


CASH  CAPITAL 

$3,000,000.00 


POLICYHOLDERS-    SURPLUS 

$4,696,780.55 


ASSETS  JANUARY  1    1900. 


1230,684.26 


NET  SURPLUS 


$1,696,780.55 


PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

OLDEST    STOCK    FIRE    INSURANCE    COMPANY    IN     THE     UNITED     STATES. 


Losses  Paid  Since  Org-aiiizatioii,  $100,277,157.00 

Po,-i"fw-     nt.i-ior-(-m(^n  +  '       California,     Oregon,     Washington,    Montana,     Nfvaiia.      Idaho, 
raciriC     Uepartmeni.  Arizona,    Utah,  Alaslca,   British   Columbia  and  Haivaii. 

Office  412  California  St.,  San  Francisco 

JAMES     D.     BAILEY3    General   Agent. 


J.  K.  HAMILTON, 
C.  0.  SCOTT, 
A.  E.  BAILEY, 


•  Special  Agents. 


Victoria,  Australasia,  is  sadly  in  need 
of  the  services  of  Dr.  Schenck  and  his  sex 
treatment.  The  latest  estimate  of  the 
population  of  the  colony  places  it  on  De- 
cember 31.1899,  at  1,162,900,  say  580,600 
males,  and  582,800  females,  the  net  in- 
crease for  the  year  being  5,415,  of  whom, 
however,  only  830  are  males. 

It  is  a  noteworthy  fact  that  the  best 
dividend  paying  mines  on  the  North 
American  continent  during  last  year  were 
copper  producers.  The  dividend-paying 
gold  and  silver,  copper,  lead  and  quick- 
silver mines  of  the  United  States,  British 
Columbia  and  Mexico  returned  a  net 
profit  of  $38,619,846.  Of  this  sum  $25,- 
370,000  was  obtained  from  the  red  metal 
mines. 

During  the  decade  ending  December 
31,  1899,  the  United  States  produced  more 
than  one-half  of  the  copper  of  the  world. 
Last  year's  production  was  the  largest 
ever  known  in  the  United  States.  The 
copper  mines  of  the  country  yielded  562,  - 


672,637  pounds  of  refined  metal,  valued  at 
$102,887,969,  which  was  over  $32,000,000 
in  excess  of  its  gold  production  and  a 
little  over  one-third  of  the  total  gold  out- 
put of  the  world  for  the  year. 

German  emigration  last  year  was  23,- 
740,  of  which  number  19,000  came  to  the 
United  States. 

The  total  values  of  copper  exported, 
exclusive  of  ores,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
decade  were  as  follows:  1890,  $2,349,392; 
1899,  $35,983,529.  Electric  developments 
have  increased  the  demand  for  copper. 

A  Seattle  daily,  the  Post-Intelli- 
gencer, averages  about  twenty  ads  of 
steamships  for  Cape  Nome  daily.  About 
30,000  men  will  find  no  home  comforts  up 
there  this  year;  but  according  to  private 
advices  they  will  find  a  marvelous 
amount  of  gold  deposits.  Next  to  owning 
one  of  the  seven  San  Francisco  insurance 
journals,  we  should  prefer  a  mine  in  the 
land  of  the  midnight  sun  at  Cape  Nome. 


'§'^'S'§'^'§  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^S^^^^ 

ESTABLISHED     1809. 

North  British  &  Mercantile 

INSURANCE    COMPANY 

OF-  LONDON     AND     EDINBURGH. 

COMBINED    ASSETS,        ....        ^70J25,67?  00 

Authorized   Capital $15,000,000  OO 

Net  Fire  Assets 19,169,812  OO 

Invested  in  America  for  benefit  of  United 

States  Policyhiolders 4-, 380,505  OO 

Yearly    Income    {Fire  only)    over 7,500,000  OO 

Pacific   Department^    2J2    Pine   Street,  :  :  :  San   Francisco 

TOM    C.    GRANT3 

General  Agent. 


Voss,  Conrad  &  Co., 

GENERAL   AGENTS, 

NEW  YORK,  CHICAGO.  SAN  FRANCISCO, 

43  Cedar  Street,  155  La  Salle  Street.  204-208  Sansome  Street, 


THURJNQIA   , 

Insurance  Company 

of  Germany. 

FRANKFORT        „^^,„^  ^^^^^^^  ^„,  p,^^^  ,,^^^ 

Insurance  Co. 

of  Germany. 

THURINGIA   AMERICAN   ,.     . 

Fire  Insurance  Co. 

of  New  York- 

FRANKFORT  AMERICAN  . 

Insurance  Co. 

of   New  York. 

Fire,  Marine,    Individual  Accident,  Plate  Glass,  Steam  Boiler,   Employer's 
Liability,  and  Elevator  Insurance. 

( e- ) 


i^'^'§'§'§'=^  COAST  REVIF.U'  ADVERTISmC  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 

Established  1853.  THE  Capital,  $2,250,000.00 


o<l 


THURINQIA 


t>o 


Unsoramice 

Assets,  j^I  1,901;,  1 87.8 1.  ^*  Erfurt,  Germany, 

Cash  and  Capital  Reserve,  $1,892,290,^7. 

Deposited  in  tfie  United  States  for  tfie  benefit  of  American 
Policyholders,  $250,000  in  U.  S.  Bonds. 

-^f-: 

F.  Q.  VOSS,  United  States  Manager,  New  York. 

VOSS,    CONRAD    &    CO.,    Managers 

PACIFIC   DEPARTMENT 

204=208  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


V 


F>RANKF>ORT 


Marine,  Accident,  and   Plate  Glass   Insurance  Company 

Of  Frankfort  on  tue  Main,  Germany. 
Established  1866. 

CAPITAL3  -  -  Sl325O.OOO.OO 

ASSETS. 

Bonds,  Mortgages,  and  Real  Estate $1,138,034  43 

Cash  on  hand  and  in  banlcs, 195,318  19 

Premiums  in  course  of  coiiection,  .    .  ...       330,008  87 

Guaranteed  Capital, 987.500  00 

LIABILITIES.  $2,590,821  49 

Reserve  for  Outstanding  Claims  and  Reinsurance, $r,07,741  49 

Capital  Paid  Up, 313,500  00 

All  other  Liabilities, 4 IS. 888  43 

Cash  and  Capital  Surplus, 1.351,691   57 

$2,590,821  49 

UNITED  STATES  BRANCH. 

Gross  Assets,  , - $736,175.70 

Surplus,  including  deposits  in  Massachusetts  for  protection  of  American 

Policyholders, 245.206.84 

The  Whole  Resources  of  the  Company  are  Pledged  on  every  Policy  Contract. 

VOSS,  CONRAD  &  Co.,  flanagers, 

204=208  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 

(23) 
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PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT 


German  Alliance  Ins.  Assn 


Boston  Ins.  Co. 


ASSETS  REPRESENTED,    OVER    TWELVE    MILLIONS. 


GEORGE    H.   TYSON,   General    Agent, 

4>313   California  Street,  San  Francisco. 
Marine  Department,  :  :  :  R.  J.  TYSON,  Manager. 


The  irritation  among  the  Germans  over 
the  balance  of  trade  in  favor  of  the  United 
States  is  quite  natural  in  these  commercial 
days.  The  figures  showing  the  trade 
results  between  the  two  nations  for  the 
two  years  past  are  at  this  time  par- 
ticularly interesting.  During  the  calendar 
year  1898,  the  value  of  German  exports  to 
the  United  States  was  $77,700,000,  while 
imports  to  the  Fatherland  from  our 
country  during  the  same  twelvemonth 
were  $1(53.800,000,  a  difference  of  $86, 100,- 
000,  which  lies  heavily  on  the  hearts  of 
the  agrarians  and  a  large  class  of  writers 
and  speakers  who  do  not  reflect,  or  at  least 
neglect  to  point  out,  that  while  German 


exports  to  the  United  States  are  largely 
of  high  class  manufactured  merchandise, 
finished  and  ready  for  consumption,  im- 
ports from  our  country  are  largely  food 
products,  which  Germany  cannot  produce 
in  sufficient  quantities  at  home,  cotton  and 
other  raw  materials,  without  which  her  in- 
dustries would  be  helpless,  and  machinei-y 
which  day  by  day  increases  Germany's 
productive  capacity  and  equips  her  more 
fully  for  the  competition  of  the  future. 
Looking  backward  one  decade  we  find  in 
the  year  1889  the  German  exports  to  the 
United  States  were  but  $68, 002, 594  and  our 
imports  from    Germany,  $81,742,546. 


COAST  REVIEU-  ADVERTISmC  DEPARTMENT 
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FIRE 


Mf\RIN& 


Commercial  Union 

Assurance  Company,  Ltd. 

Of  LONDON,  Enaland 


Pacific  Coast  Branch,  Alliance  Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 


Subscribed  Capital, 

Paid-op  Capital, 

Total  Cash  Assets,  Gold, 


$12,500,000 

1,250,000 

25,859,506 


Total  Liabilities,  incl.  re-insur.  $18,359,883 
Cash  Surplus  to  Policyholders,  -  7,499,622 
Total  Amount  of  Claims  Paid,       101,617,850 


Assets  in  the  United  States  held  by  TrusteeSf        -     $3,805^382.00 

All  Losses   on  the   Pacific    Coast  Promptly  Paia  through  the  Branch  Office  at 
Alliance  Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

C.  F.  MULLINS,  Manager. 

E.  T.  NIEBLINQ,  Assistant  Manager, 


Alliance 


Assurance 
Company 


OF     LONDON,     ENGLAND 

• Established  1824. 


Pacific  Coast  Branch,  Alliance  Building,  416-418  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


Statement  of  1st  January,  1900. 


■  United  States  Investments. 

Real  Estate  in  San  Francisco   and 
Subscribed  Capital $25,000,000.00         Portland $173,171.00 

U.  S.  Bonds  in  Oregon  and  N.  Y.     285,000.00 
Cash  Capital  Paid  up 2,750,000.00     N.  Y.  City  Bonds 322,500.00 

,       ,^    <    *  ^..^^.^^rr.     Deposited  in  Banks 44,928.00 

invested  and  Cash  Assets  ■  25,172,537.50     ,».      ,.  a      *  la-ii^rtn 

'  Mtscellaneous  Assets  .  .  38,313.00 


Surplus  to  Policyholders 5,504,074.20  Total 


$863,912.00 


A/I  Losses  on  the   Pacific   Coast  Promptly  Paid  through  the  Branch  Office  at 
Alliance  Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

C.  F.  MULLINS,  Manager. 

E.  T.  NIEBLINQ,  Assistant  Manager. 

(20) 
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STATKilKyr   SHOWING    THE   STANDING    OF    THE 

MANCHESTER 

Assurance    Company,  Of  Manchester. 

(  Organized  1824  ) 

Capital $10,000,000  00    I    Cash  Assets $4,837,345  00 

Capital,  paid  up 1,000,000  00    I   Surplus  to  Policyholders  ....    2,464,080  00 


STATEMENT  SHOWING    THE   STANDING    OF    THE 


CAEEDONIAN 

Insurance  Company,  Of  Edinlmrgk. 

The  Oldest  Scottish  Fire  Office. 

(Organized   1805  ) 

Capital $5,000,000  00    I   Assets,  over $10,000,000  00 

Capital,  paid  up 537,500  00    I   Surplus  to  Policyholders  .  .    .    .       1,879,510  00 


STATEMENT   SHOWING     THE    STANDING    OF    THE 


AMERICAN 


Insurance  Company,  Of  Newark,  N.  J. 

Capital,  Paid  up $600,000  00  |  Casli  Assets $3,009,951  52 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $2,416,872  46 


STATEMENT    SHOWING    THE    STANDING    OF    THE 


AMERICAN  FIRE 

Insurance  Company,   Of  New  Yorlc. 

Capital $400,000  00   |   Cash  Assets $1,245,758  XI 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $768,728  39 


Pacific  Department,  323  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

EDWARDS  &  CONROY,  Managers. 

GEO.   W.   BROOKS,  Ass't  Manager. 
BALFOUR,  GUTHRIE  &  CO.,  PACIFIC  COAST  DIRECTORS. 

SF>EOIAL,    AGENTS: 
R.  DeLAPPE.  S.  F.;   GEO.  A.  CRUX,  Portland;  CHAS.  R.  GILBERT,  Los  Angeles;  J.  0.  PARRISH,  Denver. 


COAST  RETlEir  ADVERTISING  PEPARTPJENT 


AACHEN  &  MUNICH 


Fire  Insurance  Company 


Of  Aix  La  Chapelle,  Germany 


l£stahli!iliecl  2.S^o 


CAPITAL $2,250,000.00 

TOTAL  ASSETS 7,223,243.00 

SURPLUS  TO   POLICYHOLDERS  3,865,895.00 

Pacific  Coast  Department 

423  California  Street,  -  -  San  Francisco 

CESAR  BERTHEAU,  Manager 


HANOVER  ^  ^  ^ 


J 


pire  Insurance  Company 


OR    NEW    YORK 


OJiGAJSTTZED    1852- 


«• 


CASH  CAPITAL, 

Assets, 

Surplus  to  Pol  icy  holders,  over 


$1,000,000,00 

$3,076,292.00 
1,700,000.00 


«. 


CESAR  BERTHEAU,  Manager 


423  California  Street,  San  Francisco 


^^^'§'§^'9  COAST  RE\-IE\i'  AD\-ERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 

The  Security  Trust  and  Life 

INSURANCE    CO. 

Principal  office,  St.  James   BId'g,   New  York. 

ROB'T   E.  PATTISON,   President. 


CONDENSED  STATEMENT  DEC.  81st,    1899. 

ASSETS $     1,255,269.03 

LIABILITIES  678,776.50 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS 576,492.53 

INSURANCE  IN  FORCE 12,628,318.00 

DECREASE  IN  LOSS  RATIO 12  per  cent 

DECREASE  IN  EXPENSE  RATIO 8  per  cent 

ROB^T  O.  STEWART,  Mg'r  of  Agencies. 


The  Fidelity  and  Casualty  Company 

OF     IsLEW     YOJfcilv 

ASSETS,  December  31,  1S99 $3,<i01,12(i  49 

Surplus  to   Polici/holders l,OOG,iiS3  HI 

Int^ttf^-n  /-.^  •      FIDELITY.— Bonds  of  suretyship  for  persons  in  positions  of  trust. 

iri\lir/lMl.  L         CASUALTY.— Accident,    Plate    Glass,    Steam    Boiler,    Employers'    and    Elevator 

lUOUiUllVW.  Liability,   and  Burglary. 

officers: 

George  F.  Seward,  President;  RoBEFtT  J.  Hillas,  Treas.  and  Sec'y;  Henry  Crossi.ey,  A.sst.  Sec'y 


PACIFIC  COAST  DEPARTMENT 
<r\      ry     t-.  *  t-. i-w t-» ta      h r  1     -ti-i.  Mu.Lual    Life    Building 

S.  C.  FARDEE,  Manager  and  Attorney      san  Franoisoo.  oaiifomia 


Large  shippers  of  gold  will  hereafter,  London,  $18,000,000  in  excess  of  the 
to  avoid  loss  through  abrasion,  ship  the  budget  of  Paris,  and  only  $1,000,000  less 
metal  in  bars  in  place  of  double  eagles.  than  the  combined  expenditures  of  Bos- 
In  a  i-ecent  test  it  was  found  that  the  ton,  Chicago  and  Philadelphia.  The  ex- 
eagles  in  a  $1,000,000  shipment  had  suf-  penses  of  New  York  last  year  for  local 
fared  a  loss  of  $500,  or  .05  of  1  per  cent.  purposes,  exclusive  of  bond  issues. 
The  reduction  by  the  government  of  the  amounted  to  $19.56  per  capita  of  an 
charge  for  furnishing  bars  from   10  cents  estimated  population  of  3,500,000. 

to  4  cents  per  $100,  makes  the  use  of  bars  .„  „  ^^       .    ^,       n     -^      /-i  •   i 

.,  ,       ^  ',  ,  ^.     ,,  The   field    of   the    Pacific   Commercial 

possible    now.    as    bars    lose     practically  ,.  ,  t,      t   4.1. 

'      ,  .       .  .      ,  ,     ,        .  Museum    embraces    all   of    the    countries 

nothing  in  transit  through  abrasion.  ,       -,     .  ^i.    t-i     -c  1 -i     .u 

,  ^  bordering  on  the  Pacific  ocean,  while  the 

The    annual    expenses    of   the    city    of  Philadelphia    Commercial    Museum     will 

New  York  are  larger  than  those   of   any  restrict  its  laboi-s  chiefly  to  the   countries 

other  municipality  in  the  world,  and   the  geographically   tributai-y  to  the  Eastern 

financial  transactions  of  a  year  represent  states.     Between  the  two  the  whole  world 

the  receipt  and  expenditure  of  more  than  will  be  covered.     The  Commercial  Muse- 

$200,000,000,    counting    temporary   loans,  um  cannot  fail,  therefore,  to  become   one 

sinking  funds  and  bond  issues.     The  gross  of  the  most  valuable   agents  in   existence 

budget  of  the  city  for  1899  was  $20,000,000  for  the  development   of   foreign    markets 

greater  than  the  expenses  of  the   city    of  for  Pacific  Coast  products. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


SECURITY!    ^     LIBERAL  TERMS!     J-     PROFITABLE  RESULTS! 


GEO.  A.  MOORE,  President 
GEO.  W.  SCOTT,  Vice-President 
M.  R.  HIGGINS,  2d  Vice-President 
S.  M.  MARKS.  Secretary 
T.  L.  MILLER,  Assistant  Secretary 


The  Only 

Pacific     Coast     Life    and    Ac- 
cident Company 


(T^^. 


ORGANIZED     1868 


r^^ 


TEE  PACIFIC  MUTUAL  LIFE 

INSURANCE  COMPANY 
LIFE  and  ACCIDENT  and  HEALTHo 


PrOS^FGSS  in  every  branch  characterizes  the  Company's  affairs  for  1899.      It  was  indeed 
&  the  banner  year  in  all  respects.      As  compared   with   previous  years   it  shows 

more  insurance  written;  more  lives  insured;  a  greater  amount  added  to  the  volume  of  insurance  in  force; 
increase  in  surplus ;  greater  gains  in  income,  and  in  assets — and  all  without  undue  pressure  in  any  direc- 
tion. This  growth  was  concurrent  with  the  broadening  of  its  field  of  operations  and  the  introduction  of 
new  and  improved  plans  of  Life  and  Accident  insurance.  The  Company's  past  record,  its  present  facili- 
ties, the  aim  of  its  management  for  an  active  yet  conservative  course,  and  the  popularity  of  the  Company 
give  promise  of  a  future  productive  of  best  results  for  policyholders. 


I 


Best  and  Safest  Legal  Organization 
^     ^     for  Policyholders.     ^     ^ 


Has  Paid  Over 
$10,000,000.00  Claims. 


LIFE  POLICIES!  ENDOWMENT  BONDS! 

ACCIDENT  POLICIES! 


HEALTH  POLICIES! 
ANNUITIES! 


KILGARIF  &  BEAVKR,  General  Agents  of  Life  Department  for  California,  Company's  Building,  S.  F. 
F.  W.  VOOGT.  Pac.  Coast  Cleneral  Agent  of  Accident  Department,  Company's  Building,  San  Francisco. 

ALBKRT  J.  CAPRON.  General  Agent.  Marquam  Building,  Portland,  Or. 

FRANK  N.  McCANDLESS,  General  Agent,  Ellensburg.  Wash. 


COAST  REl'IEW  ADl'ERTISING  DEPAKTMEXT 


New  England  Mutual*^ 


LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


Post  Office  Square 

BOSO^ON,    MASS. 

BENJ.  F.  STEVENS President.    S.'  F.  TRULL Secretary. 

ALFRED  D.  FOSTER Vice-President.    WM.  B.  TURNER Asst.  Secretary. 

D.  F.  APPEL,  Superintendent  of  Agencies. 

ASSETS,  Jariuary  1,  1900 $29,544,428.63 

LIABILITIES 26,838,656.66 

SURPLUS $2,705,77L97 


The  Contract  is  short,  clear  and  concise,  free  from  all  technical  conditions,  and  without  restrictions 
regarding  residence,  travel,  occupation,  or  suicide,  after  two  years. 

Guaranteed  Values  are  endorsed  on  the  Policy,  and  their  payment  to  the  Insured  is  guaranteed  by 
the  laws  of  Massachusetts. 

Annual  Distribution  of  Surplus  is  declared  by  the  Company,  which  may,  at  the  option  of  the  Insured, 
be  applied  either  to  the  payment  of  the  annual  premiums,  thereby  rtducing  the  cost  of  insurance,  or  to  the 
purchase  of  participating  paid-up  additions,  for  which  certificates  will  be  issued,  thereby  jn erf «sh((/ the 
amount  of  insurance  and  future  shares  of  surplus. 

Death  Claims  are  Paid  Immediately  upon  receipt  of  satisfactory  Proof  of  Death,  and  the  amount 
payable  under  the  Policy  will  be  increased  by  the  face  value  of  all  outstanding  additions. 

Pamphlets,  and  rates  for  any  age,  sent  on  application  to  the  Company's  Office,  or  to 

HENRY  K.  FIELD,  General  Agent, 

MILLS  BUILDING,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 


^^^^.      FIRE!  MARINE! 

|H)  NEW  ZEALAND 

^^H^MpR/  Eosiuirance   Company 

^"^^^^■e^^^  Of  Auckland,  N.  Z. 

UNLIMITED  LIABILITY  OF  SHAREHOLDERS. 

Subscribed  Capital,  $5,000,000  00 

Paid-up  Capital, 1,000.000  00 

Assets, 2,507,002  00 

Assets  in  United  States, 300,000  00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,      ....    $1,527*825  00 

^S^  Has  been  underwriting  on  the  Pacific  Coast  over  24 years. 

United  States  Branch  Office  in  Company's  Building, 

312  California  Street^       .*       San  Francisco, 

W.  P.  THOMAS,  Manager. 

(  i'T  ) 


COAST  KEl'/EJr  ADVERTISING  DEFARTMEXT 


A    LEADING    AMERICAN    COMPANY 


1900 


J  AS.  NICHOLS,  President 

B.  R.  S TILLMAN.  V.-P.  and  See. 


NATIONAb^ 


Fire  Insurance  Company 

Of  HARTKORD 


Capital,      -       '      One  million  Dollars 

ASSETS,     -      -     $4,551,283.55 


p    Gomparative  Progress   ,3,,  -™      ---       -g^ 

Twentu  Years ^^^^  1,000,000      1,770.303        546,524 

^^  '  1894 1,000,000  3,597,531  2,430.925 

ft       ><^J  PACIFIC  DEPARTMEXT : 

d^s^^^^Hs  409  California  Street,  San  Francisco 


GEO.  D.  DORNIN, 

Manaser 


GEO.  W.  DORNIN, 

Ass't  Manager 


SPRINGFIELD^ 


FIRE  and 
MARINE 


Organized  1849 


Insurance  Company 


Of  Springfield,  Mass. 


ASSETS, 


4,906,939.06 


Pacific  Department,    409  California  Street 


Geo.  D.  Dornin,  Geo.  W.  Dornin, 

WWiMMIiWW  I  Manager  Ass't  Manager 


i^  i^  ::^  i^  :=^  ^ 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


LANCASHIRE 


?^^V.^-^^.^^ 


»- 


Insurance  Company 

OF  MANCHESTER,  England 


Cf\PlTflL,  "  $15,000,000.00 

Assets  Invested  in  the  United  States:  $2,390,390.00 


MANN  &  WILSON 


Managers  Pacific  Department 

N.  E.  Cor.  California  and  Sansome  Sts.,  San  Francisco 


'S^^'.^'.^'.^-". 


PHENIX 


~^ 


Insurance  Company, 

of  Brooklyn,  N,  Y. 


"^  "^         CASH  CAPITAL,    Sl,000,000 
ASSETS,  $5,822,876.17        LOSSES  PAID,  over     $60,000,000.00 

EUGENE  HARBECK,  General  Agent  Western  Department, 
205  La  Salle  Street,   Chicago,  III. 

H.    McD.    SPENCER,     state  agent     for   California,  Oregon 
Office  415  Montgomery  St.,  San  Francisco.    ■  Washington,  and  British  Columbia. 

GEORGE  J.  WELLINGTON,  Manager  Metropolitan  District. 


Miss  Mobile— "Well  Martha,  how  is 
your  husband  now?"  Martha — "Pol'y, 
miss,  pol'y;  he's  got  that  exclammatory 
rheumatism."  Miss  Mobile — "You  mean 
inflammatory  rheumatism,  Martha:  'ex- 
clammatory' is  to  cry  out."  Martha 
(with  solemn  conviction) — "That's  it 
mumi  that's  iti  He  donH  do  nothin'  but 
holler." 


The  most  remarkable  natural  hydraulic 
cement  rock  deposit  in  the  known  world; 
and  the  only  deposit  of  white  material, 
has  been  uncovered  recently  near  Aspal- 
aga,  Florida.  Surveys  of  the  formation 
have  exposed  enough  to  warrant  the 
assertion  that  the  deposit  contains  suffi- 
cient raw  material  to  produce  over  2,000,- 
000,000  barrels  of  cement. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


ATLAS 


Assurance  Company 


London,  England. 


Assets,  over 


$10,000,000.00 


PACIFIC     COAST     BRANCH: 

Nos.   309-311    ©ansome    Street  San   Kranclsoo. 

?     FRANK  J.   DEVLIN,  Manager 
T.  H.  PALACHE,  Ass't  Manager 


BOARD     OF     DIRECTORS: 

GILBERT    PALACHE, 

HENRY   F.   ALLEN,  ) 

GEORGE    A.    NEWHALL.  :> 


HENRY  F.  ALLEN,  Agent,  202  California  Street,  S.  F. 


WM   MANNING, 


sr'iicnxf^  A.ai£:xTS  a.nd  adjusters: 

E.  R.  THOMPSON,    W.  W.  ALVERSON,    W.  W.  CLEVELAND,    C.  E  SCHLINGHEYDE 


COMPARISON       OF      PACIFIC       WONDERS 
WITH   ATLANTIC   GREYHOUNDS. 

Moas.  Capac'y 
Length.  Broiidtli.  Depth,  tonnage.  In  tons. 

Pacific  liner    .      750       72            28        20,000  25,000 

Oceanic     ....  704        68.4'/2      26        17,000  21,000 

Great  Eastern   .  680       83            30        19,000  20,000 

Kaiser  Wilhelm  648       66           26       14,000  18,000 

Lucania    ....  620       65            26       12,952  17,000 

The  new  Pacific  liners  will  be  built  at 
Groton,  the  new  ship  building  site,  just 
across  the  Thames  river  from  New  Lon- 
don, Conn.  The  Groton  steamships, 
now  in  contract  for  the  Great  Northern 
Railway  Company,  will  be  singular  in 
other  respects  than  size.  Speed  and 
passenger  accomodation  will  be  minor 
considerations.      With    a  length    of    750 


feet,  beam  of  72  feet  and  depth  of  28  feet, 
their  nominal  tonnage  will  be  20,000  and 
their  cargo  capacity  25,000  tons.  This 
means  that  they  will  have  room  for  5,000 
tons  more  than  the  Gi-eat  Eastern.  4,000 
tons  more  than  the  Oceanic,  the  biggest 
ship  on  the  Atlantic;  7,000  tons  more 
than  the  Kaiser  Wilhelm,  Gei-many's 
pride  and  8,000  tons  more  than  the 
Campania  and  Lucania. 

An  award  of  arbitrators  will  not  be  held 
void  because  the  witnesses  were  not  sworn, 
where  it  is  not  shown  that  a  request  was 
made  that  they  be  sworn,  or  that  objec- 
tion was  made. — In  re  Connor  (Cal.)  862. 


iS^^^^^  COAST  REl'lE]!'  ADJ'EKTfSlN'G  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 


Norwich  Union 


V^aJ" 


Organized 


FIRE   INSURANCE   SOCIETY 


ASSETS  $6,562,578.00 

LOSSES    PAID  58,000,000.00 

Pacific    Department ^ 

W.    H.    LOWDEN  Manag-er. 

J.  L.  FULLER,  Assistant  Manager 
314  CALIFORNIA  STREET  =  =  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


«^*         «^^         e^^  _/~\.  «^^         tS^         t^^ 


SUCH  A  COMPANY  IS 
THE 


LIFE  INSURANCE  Fidelity  Mutual 


J'    con  PAN  Y 


J- 


That 
That 
That 
That 
That 
That 
That 
That 


will  protect  and  advance  ag-ents 
will  promote  in  the  order  of  merit 
issues  mutual,  profit-sharing  policies 
issues  all  modern  forms  of  policies 
guarantees  values  and  leaves  none  in  doubt 
combines  income  to  insured  with  protection 
has  a  successful  record  of  twenty-one  years 
has  a  ratio  of  admitted  Assets  to  Liabilities 
of  1.30 


T    T  TZrnr     INSURANCE 
J—i  J^  ^—         COMPANY 

L.  <1.  FOUSK,  President. 

Write  for  Agency  Terms  and  Territory  to 

ALEX.  Mcknight,  vice  President 

P.  0.  Drawer  1636,  Philadelphia 


Apply  for  Agency  to 

GEO.  A.  RATHBUN,  General  Manager 
Rooms  1,  2  and  3,  Fifth  Floor 
Mills  Building,  San  Francisco 


Tacoma  is  in  the  throes  with  her  light- 
ing plant.  Municipal  ownership  and 
operation  implies  high  rates  and  no  light. 
It  appears  that  the  lighting  plant,  not- 
withstanding its  poor  service,  which 
would  not  have  been  tolerated  from  a 
private  corporation,  has  run  behind  finan- 
cially to  the  tune  of  $1,000  a  month  for 
six  months.  In  addition  to  that,  more 
than  $18,000  have  been  expended  in  con- 
struction and  repair  work,  while  $20,000 


more  will  have  to  be  put  out,  it  is  stated, 
to  put  the  plant  in  fairly  good  shape. 
An  investment  of  $40, COO  within  a  year 
for  an  institution  that  loses  $1,000  a 
month  and  gives  no  satisfaction  to  the 
public  is  another  illustration  showing 
municipal  ownership  and  operation  to  be 
a  costly  luxury.  Tacomans  call  the 
street  lights  "red  strings." 

You  will  find   it  in  the   Coast    Review 
Chart. 


i3^^^^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^&^^&& 

HOME, 

Insurance  Company  of  New  York 

PRINCIPAL   OFFICK 

119   BROADWAY,   N.  Y. 

Ninety-third  Semi-Annual  Statement 
January,   1900. 

Cash  Capital  ...  - ^3,000.000  00 

Reserve  Premium  Fund 4,^81,073  00 

Reserve  for  Unpaid  Losses  and  Other  Claims 79^,^86  ^4 

Net  Surplus 4,631,9^6  41 

^12,808,^9^  9^ 

Surplus  as  regards  Policyholders $7,631,936  41 

DANIEL  A.  HEALD,  President. 

JOHN  H.  WASHBURN,  )  ,..  ^  p„^.i^^„,o     THOMAS  B.  GREENE      |  ^. 
ELBRIDGE  G.  SNOW,     f  vice-±-resiaents.    aREUNAH  M.  BURTIS,  f  Secretaries. 

HENRY  J.  FERRIS,     )    .  Secretaries  \  WILLIAM  H.  CHENEY, 

E.  H.  A.  CORREA,       S  secretaries,  j  pREDERIC  C.  BUSWELL. 

H.  L.  ROFF,  General  Agent,         .         .         .        Caijfornia  and  Nevada, 

A.  G.  RIDLING  and  J.  J.  SHEAHAN,  Special  Agents, 
2IO  Sansome  Street,        -        San  Francisco. 
J.  D.  COTvEMAN,  General  Agent,     .     Department  Pacific  Northwest. 
JNO.  H.  BURGARD,  Special  Agent, 

250  Stark  Street,         .         .  Porti^and,  Oregon. 

A.  F.  GARTNER,  Special  Agent  (Lewiston  Block),  Butte,  Montana 

G.  C.  HOIyl^OWAY,  Special  Agent,       .       .       Eos  Angeles,  California. 
JUNIUS  YOUNG,  Special  Agent,  .         Salt  Eake  City,  Utah. 

HUGH  CRAIG,  Metropolitan  Manager,  "I  210  Sansome  Street, 
GEO.  M.  MITCHEEE,  City  Agent.         J  San  Francisco. 

Losses  Paid  since   Organization  over  $72^000,000 

FIRE,   LIGHTNING  AND  TORNADO  INSURANCE. 
Agencies  in  all  Principal  Cities  and  Towns  in  the  United  States. 


THE  HOME  has  a  well  organized,  competent  and  experienced  force  of  General 
and  Special  Agents  resident  in  the  Pacific  Coast  States,  ensuring  prompt  response  to 
the  needs  and  requirements  of  its  Agents  and  the  insuring  public,  and  immediate 
attention  to  the  adjustment  and  payment  of  losses. 


iSjSiSiSjSfS  COAST  REVIEW  ADI'ERTISING  DEPARTMENT  gjg^&gjgjg; 


UNION 


Casualty  and 

-C|/  HL  Lmcis. 


^    Cash  Capital,  $250,000,     Losses  paid,  o\)er  $2,500,000 


/^Geider^t,  J^ealtf^,  a^d  plate  (jlass 

Insurance. 

most  Ciberal  Jlcciacnt  Policies, 

Bealtb  Policies  Covering  ^  Diseases. 


Lowest  Rates  on   PLATE  GLASS  Insurance. 
,        We  Want  GOOD  AGENTS  Throughout  the  Pacific  Coast. 

W.   LOAIZf\  &  GO.,  General  ftOentS,  216  Sansome  St.,  San  Francisco. 


|@"  ESTABLISHED    IN    1845. 


PRUSSIAN  NATIONAL 

INSUBANCE  COMPANY  (of  Germany) 

CAPITAL,        .        .        $2,250,000.00  ^  ASSETS,        .        .        $3,480,433.00 

United  States  Branch  Hln  Dearborn  St..  Chicago. 

THEO.  W.  LETTON,  Gen'l  Manager  HENRY  J.  HOUGE,  Ass't  Manager 

W,  LOAIZA  <£  CO.^     State  Agents,     216  Sansome  St. 

JOHN  A.  PRINSEN,   Special  Agent. 


NIAGAF^A  FIRE  INSURANCE  CO. 

OF   NEW  YORK. 


HAROLD  HERRICK,   President  GEO.   C.  HOWE,   Vice-President, 

GEO.    W.   DEWEY,  Secretary  H.  F.  G.  WEY,  Ass't  Secretary 

WESTERN    DEPARTMENT,    315    DEARBORN    ST.,    CHICAGO. 

I.  S.  BLAGKWELBER,  Manager  W.  L.  STEELE,  Ass't  Manager 

WALTER  H.  RAYMOND,  General  Agft.  for  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho,  Portland,  Or. 
WALTER  J.  WILSON,  Gen'l  Agent  for  California,  Arizona,  Nevada,  Hawaiian  Islands. 

W,  LOAIZA  &  CO.f  State  Agents,  216  Sansome  St.,  San  rrancisco,  Cal. 


^■^iSi^i^iS  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMEXT  ^^S^f^^^ 

THE  MERCHANTS' 

(  pipg  )  INSURANCE    COMPANY,   OF    Newark,  N.  J. 

Organized  1858. 

Capital ■  $  400,000  00 

Assets I ,^g8,4i ^  oo 

Surplus  to  Policyholders  .  .  . 6j4,ggo  oo 

GIRARD 

FIRE    AND    MARINE    INSURANCE    CO.    of  Phila. 
Organized  1853. 


(  FIRE  ) 


Capital ^    ^00,000  00 

Assets 2,opy,8^g  oo 

Surplus  to  Policyholders gp2,i^^  oo 

UNITED  STATES 

^  '^"'^  ^  FIRE  INSURANCE  CO.   of  New  York. 

Organized  1824. 

Capital  ....      ^  2^0,000  00 

Assets 6g6,6g6  oo 

Surplus  to  Policyholders  .  410,080  00 

Marine  Insurance  Cclj 

OF    LONDON.  ENG. 
(  MARINE  ) 

Organized  1836. 

Capital  {^^,000,000.00  )  Paid-up ^      goo.ooo  oo 

Assets 6,p4,86^  or 

Surplus  to  Policyholders ^,11^,^61  62 

N.   E.  Cor.  California  and  Sansome  Streets,    San   Francisco. 

G.  W.  McNEAR,  WILLARD  O.  WAYMAN, 

General  agent.  manager. 

Tkrritory  Covered  : 

California,    Oregon,  Washington,    Alaska,    British   Cohmiua,    Idauo,    Utah,    Montana 

Arizona,    Hawaiian   Islands. 


COAST  KEl'/Eir  ADl-EKTISING  DEPARTMENT 


EDWARD    A.  TEMPLE,   President 


A.  C.  STILSON,  Secretary 


B^nkGr&  JL/ifo  j\&&ociettioi2 

DB.S    MOINEIS,    IOWA. 

Oronnized  July  1,   1S79 

TWENTY-FIRST   ANNUAL    STATEMENT 

For  the  yea?'  1899.     Published  Jan.  2,  1900. 


Total  Assets $       3,831.141.31 

In  State  Insurance  Department  .   .   .         2.695.667.42 

Insurance  in  Force      129,366.000.00 

Insurance  in  Force  in  California  .   .        4.342,000.00 
Tota  Paid  Beneficiaries  to  date  .  .   .        4,539,582.07 


Expense  of  Management  per  $1,000  Ins.,  1899  .   1.81 

Death  Rate  of  1899 6.62 

Death  Losses  Proven  and  Unpaid None 

Bonds  and  Mortgages  Due  and  Unpaid None 

Designated  Depository  Banks 4,007 


EDWARD  F.  DELQER,  State  Agent. 

t^oom  313  ClQUS  Sppeekels  Suilding,  S.  p. 


The  Only  Companies  having  a  California  Deposit  for  the  Special 
Protection  of  California   Policyholders 


WESTERN  ; 


OF  TORONTO. 


FIRE. 

MARINE    TT  l-'vJll^lVil    incorporated  1853 

Assurance  Company 


BRITISH  AMERICA  "™°r 

Assurance   Company 


Hon.  Geo.  A.  Cox,  Pres. 
J.  J.  Kenney,  Vice-Pres. 


$100,000.00  Deposit 

with  California  State 
Treasurer 


Hon.  Geo.  A.  Cox,  Pres. 
J.  J  Kenney,  Vice-Pres. 


$100,000.00  Deposit 

with  California  State 
Treasurer 


ASSETS  in  United  States $  1,854,554.94 

INCOME  in  United  States,  1899  .    .    .        1,702,388.97 
Surplus  in  United  States,  Jan.  1, 1900  .  683,087,97 

Losses  paid  in  U.S.  1874  to  1899  inclusive  18,683,418.51 


ASSETS  in  United  States $1,215,253.29 


INCOME  in  United  Slates,  1899  . 
Surplus  in  United  States  Jan.  1, 


1,148,276.62 
484,872.89 


WESTERN    LtEPARTMENT,  Denv&r,  Colo. 

H.  T.  LAMEY,  Manager. 

DAVIS  &,  WATSON,  General  Agents,  322  Pine  St.,  San  Francisco. 

R.   H.  MAGILL,   District  Manager,  1010   Broadway,  Oakland ,  Cal. 


Here  are  some  strange  things  gleaned 
from  the  Post  Magazine  Almanack: 

Dog  licenses  are  issued  to  the  public  at 
all  money  order  offices  in  Great  Britain. 
The  "duty"  is  7s.  6d.  (about  $1.85)  per 
beast  over  six  months  old. 

The  annual  tax  on  two-horse  carriages 
is  over  $10;  on  one-horse  carriages,  over 
$5;  on  two-wheelers,  about  $3.75. 

Taxes  on  houses,  shops,  etc.,  from  4  to 
■     18  cents  per  $4  annual  rent. 
K'       There  are  legacy  and  income  and  doc- 
H[    ument  taxes  galore. 


"Inherent  Vice,"— A  Dead  River 
cat  had  quite  an  experience  the  other 
day  and  has  been  receiving  tender  care 
from  her  owners.  She  was  pursued  by  a 
dog  and  ran  upon  the  roof,  where  the 
chimney  seemed  to  offer  a  safe  refuge. 
The  cat  sprang  down  the  chimney  and 
down  the  fimnel  to  the  stove  in  which  a 
fire  was  burning.  Its  mistress  had  been 
watching  the  cat's  flight  and  wrenched 
the  funnel  from  the  stove  so  quickly  that 
pussy  escaped  with  only  blistered  feet. — 
Kennebec  Journal. 


I^S^^i^^iS  COAST  REVIEiy  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^S^&^S^S^ 

TRANSATLANTIC 

Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Hamburg,  Germany. 

ASSETS, . $2,913,441  00 

LIABILITIES, 1,078,440  CO 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS,    ,  .  . $1,835,001  00 

CASH  ASSETS  IN  U.  S'.,  ;..,.. 830,928  00 

V.  CARUS  DRIFFIELD.  Manager,  H.  DANKER.  Ass't  Manager. 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT: 
213    SANSOME     STREET.         -  -  SAN     FRANCISCO. 


I  IN  LINE  WITH  THE  TIMES  o.„„  I 

<IS  No  opportunity  is  overlooked  for  the  improvement  of  vjj 

%  UNION  MUTUAL  POLICIES.    They  are  kept  <l> 

J  Thoroyglhlly  Modern  in  PrivHeges  % 

%  Oeniuiiinely  Protective  imi  Resiuilts  vj 

idti  EXTENDED  INSURANCE  WITHOUT  DEDUCTIONS.  ^ 

<l>  INCONTESTABILITY  WITHOUT  RESTRICTIONS.  * 

<l>  BOTH  POLICYHOLDERS  AND  AGENTS  FAIRLY  TREATED  ALWAYS.  W 

I  Union  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  portT;;^^™^  | 

'ft\  Good  Territory  Ready  for                         FRED  E.  RICHARDS,  President  «' 

<fc  Good  Ag^ents                                               ARTHUR  L.  BATES,  Vice  President  ^ 

/l|\  Exclusive  Territory  may  be  I   Ufrr,     n     I  FflVlTT     r*PnPr;ii  flnPFIt  ■' ^'^  *^"''^'"'"'"  *"'*'*''  ^ 

/|\  had  upon  application  to  «    "111.  U.  LLnVl  1   I  ,  UClml  dl   nijolll   ,  San  Fraurixco,  Cat.  v|» 

^_  J!' 


The  landlord  has  rights,  but  the  com-  protect   itself  was    not   questioned.     The 

monwealth  is  not  bound  to  i-espectthem.  if  commission  will  advance  no  revolutionary 

they  do  it  injury.     He  has  no  more  right  proposition.       It     will      draw     the     line 

to  poison  a  citizen,  or  corrupt  the  morals  sharper,    and    the   line    will   stand.     The 

of  a  voter,  with  a  bad   tenement  than   he  Gilder  commission  pointed  out,  five  years 

has  to  kill  him  with   an  axe.     The  great  ago,     that   the   double-decker    was    bad. 

gain  we  made  by   the  work   of   the   last  rpj^g  community  is  ready  to  take  the  next 

tenement-house  commission  was  that  this  ^^^^  ^^^^v  the  commission,    and    say  that 

was  nailed  as  a  fact  not  to  be    disputed.  ^^  ^^^.^  double-deckers  shall  be  built.— 

The  community  asserted  its  right  to  de-  ^^^^^  ,,^^^  ^^^  York  Tenement-House 

strov    property    unfit   to   exist,    and    did  .    .       ,,  .       t     „u   a     t?;;,    ir,    fV,o 

-     ^        ,                 ,         Ti          1         J      ..  Commission."  by  Jacob  A.   Kns,  in    the 

destrov  such  property.     It  weakened    at  .          t.t      .1.1      n     •           t   -o     -^^^ 

thela;t  moment  and   compromised    with  American    Monthly    Review    of    Reviews 

the  landlord,  who  took  all  he  could  get:  fo'"  J""^.     The  Coast  Review  for  Decem- 

but   the    principle    was   established.      In  ^^er  last  took    advanced    ground    in    this 

Massachusetts   they  stood  their   ground.  matter,  entitled  "Should  Not  Old  Build- 

and   the  right  of   the  commonwealth    to  ings  be  Penalized  ?' ' 


,^^ =^-^^    -  COAST  REVIEW  AD\-EKTISmG  DEFARTMEXT 


•^•^^^•^•^1 


Union  Assurance  Society 

OF  I^ONDOX 

EsTAHLISHEU   A.    D.    1714 

Subscribed  Capital  .    .  $2,250,000.00  Gross  Assets $16,822,675.00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $4,000,000.00 

Law  [  Jnion  &  C^own  Insurance  Co,- 

OF  LONDON 

Established  A.  D.  1S54 

Subscribed  Capital  .    .  $7,500,000.00  Gross  Assets $21,751,010.00 

Surplus  to   Policyholders  .    .  $2,800,000.00 

CATTON,  BELL  &  CO.,  General  Agents, 

^06-H0    California.    Street,  San  Francisco 

INSURANCE  IN  FORCE— $75,000,000.00  ASSETS— $23,700,000.00 

The 


^QERMANIA^ 


LIFE  InsMraince  Compamiy 


Of  New  York 


Persons  desiring  INSURANCE  ON  THEIR  LIVES  will  best  serve  their  own  interests  by  calling  in 
person  on  the  managers  of  the  above  Reliable  Old  Company,  or  by  addressing  them 

by  letter,  giving  age. 

]^^~  Good  Contract  and  Territory  for  Resident  Agents. 


Rooms  ig,  20,  21,  22,  24 

4th  floor,  Mills  Bldg.,  San  Francisco 


W.  A.  JACOBS  <&.SON, 

MANAGERS. 


San  Francisco  presents  a  recent  and  chimneys.       Investigation    disclosed    the 

conspicuous   example  of   the    unsatisfac-  extraordinary  fact  that  the  city,    or    its 

tory  nature  of  municipal  construction,  as  contractors,  had  built  the  new  roof   over 

compared    with    construction    by   private  the  chimneys  beneath  without  extending 

ownership,  either  corporate  or  individual.  the  latter. 

Two   large  buildings    were  begun    about  There  has  been  a  remarkable   increase 

the  same  time.     The  larger  and  more  ex-  in    the    foreign    price    of    many    of     the 

pensive,    owned    by    a  citizen,    was    com-  articles  imported  into   the  United   States 

pleted  in  a  little  over  a  year.     The  smaller  for    use    in    manufacturing.      In    Manila 

municipal  building,  of  simpler    construe-  hemp  and  sisal  the  increase  is  more  than 

tion,    has   been    dragging  along   for    five  loo  per  cent,  within   the  last    two   years; 

years  and  is  not  yet  completed.     Another  in  jute,  over  50  per  cent.;  in  raw  silk,  33 

example:     The    city    hall    received    some  per  cent. ;  in  India  ruhber,  more  than   25 

additions    and    was    roofed    over    again,  per  cent. ;  in  clothing  wool,  33  per  cent. ; 

covering  the  old  roof  at  a  slight  elevation.  in  tin,  50  per  cent. ;    and    in    raw    sugar, 

Recently  complaint  was  made   of   smoky  25  per  cent. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


LONDON  ASSURANCE        *  •      * 


CORPORATION  Established  1720 

Invested  in  the  United  States,  $1,716,701.00 


THERN  ASSURANCE 


COMPANY  Established  1836 

Invested  in  the  United  States,    =    $2,565,145.00 


Pacific    Coast    DepartiTietit  i  * 

GEORGE   F.   GRANT,  Manager 

221   SANSOME  STREET,  San  Francisco 


PACIFIC  SURETY  COMPANY 


OF 
CALIFORNIA. 


Paid-up  Capital, 


$250,000  00         Surplus  as  to  Policyholders,     $295,000  00 

Guarantee  and  Casualty  Surety  on  Bonds. 

Bonds  0/ Surifyship  issiiul  on  behalf  of  persons  holdi?ig  positions  of  trust.        We   also    act    as    surety  on 

Bonds  required  in  Court  Proceedings. 

^  STEAM  BOILER  and  PLATE  GLASS  INSURANCE. 

DIRECTOIIS:  -Gi'o.  C.  Pt'ikins,       James  Mofflt,       H.  S.  Crocker.        J.L.Moody,        Albert  MiUer,        "Win.  CUft, 

H.  L.  Davis,         J.  L.  N.  Shepanl. 
WALLACE  EVERSON,  President  JOHN  BERMDTGHAM,  Vice-Pres.  A.  P.  REDDIHG,  Secretary 

Head  Office  326  Montgomery  St.,  SAN  FRANCISCO.  |^" Correspondence  solicited  with  responsible  agents. 


AMERICAN 

Insurance  Company ^ 


MERCANTILE 

Fire  and  "(yiarine  Ins.  Co. 


OF  Boston,  Mass.  of  Boston,  Mass. 

Organized  1818.  Organized  1823. 

Capital       .    .       $300,000.00      Capital  $400,000.00 

Assets 636,743.53       Assets 649,398.82 

Surplus  to  Policyholders         444,077.48      Surplus  to  Policyholders.        452,077.59 

BAGGS  &.  STOVEL,  General  Agents 

411  California  Street,  San  Francisco 


The  Bundesi-ath  of  the  German  Empire 
has  prepared  a  bill  reforming  the  impe- 
rial coinage.  The  gold  5-mark  and  silver 
and  nickel  20-pfennig  pieces  are  to  be 
withdrawn  from  circulation,  and  the 
imperial  silver  coinage,  consisting  of  5,  2, 
and  1-mark  pieces,  will  be  increased  by 
recoining  222.000,000  marks  of  the  old 
thaler  pieces,  of  which  .'550,000,000  to  400,- 
000,000  marks  are  circulating.     The  thaler 


equals  three  marks.  The  sale  of  thaler 
coinage  was  once  ordered,  but  the 
Bundearath  stopped  it.  The  thalers  en- 
joy full  legal  tender,  while  the  imperial 
coinage  is  tender  only  to  20  marks. 

Do  YOU  know  anything  about  the  re- 
demption of  money  by  the  government? 
You  will  find  it  explained  in  the  Coast 
Review  Chart. 


1^  ::^  i^  i^  :=^  iS 


COAST  KE^/Eir  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


The  Washington  Life  Insurance  Company, 

OF     NEW    YORK. 

W.  A.  BREWER,  President,  E.  S.  FRENCH,  Vice-Pres. 

ASSETS,     .....  $15,500,000.00 
PAID  TO  POLICYHOLDERS,     .     .   32,000,000.00 

^  {  )  IS^  To  energetic  business  producers  a  No.  1 

^  (        AGENTS    I  Territory     Especially  liberal  tekms.    Every 

uuAKi-rBr\i  I  facility  afFordcd  for  obtaining  business.    IN 
WANTED  !  y  SURE  BIG  MONET.      Splenpid   opportunl- 
)  ties  for  flrst-class  insurance  men. 

At/dress  at  oner: 

HOWARD   PERRIN,  General  Manager 

State  of  California, 


85,  86,  87  and  88, 
Chronicle  BIdg., 
San  Francisco. 


C.  L.  FAY,  General  Agent,  WasMnffton  Bldg.,  PORTLAND,  Or. 


IFE, 


3gC  3jC  3JC  3jC 

Endowment, 
and  Accident 
Insurance 
HE  ^TNA  LIFE  Ins.  Co., 

Of  Hartford,  Conn.,  grants  Policies  con- 
taining' every  desirable  feature.  Refer- 
ence, its  numerous  patrons.  Address  the 
Company  for  Insurance  or  an  Agency. 


Largest   Company  in    the    World 

Writing  Life  and  Accident   Insurance 


H.  B.  Houghton,  Manager 

PACIFIC    COAST    AGENCY 
Safe  Deposit  Building,  San  Francisco,  Cal 


JOHN   H.  STEVENS,    Metropolitan   Agency 

Accident  Department. 


Insurance, 
A  Text  Book  . 


For  Sale  at  this  Office.    Price,  $3-50 

This  is  a  splendid  work  of  over  i.oon  pages, 
handsomely  printed  and  bound.  Every  intelligent 
Insurance  Man  can  read  it  with  profit.  Fire,  Life 
and  Casualty  Insurance  discussed  by  over  forty  of 
tlie  ablest  men  in  the  business. 

Compiled  by  WM.  A.  FRICKE 
For  Sale  at  The  Coast  Review  Office 


THE    COAST  REVIEW   BUREAU. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  so  many  letters 
asking  for  information  about  companies, 
associations  and  societies  and  their  con- 
tracts, that  we  have  concluded  to  make  a 
department  or  bureau,  to  which  inquiries 
will  be  referred.  Correspondents  seek- 
ing information  as  to  the  condition  and 
reputation  of  any  insurance  company  or 
association  are  requested  to  address  the 
Coast  Review  "Bureau,"  and  inclose 
postage  for  a  reply. 


SURETY  ON   BONDS. 

AMERICAN  SURETY  COMPANY  of  new  york. 

HEiVRV   D.    I.YM:AN,    President. 

STATEMENT,   December  31,  1899. 

RESOURCES,  including  Capital,  $3,,500,000.0e  $5,207,985   21 

LIABILITIES,  including  Reserve,  $  614,619.41  :  862,610-4-9 

Bonds  issued  for  Employes,  Administrators,  Ouardians,  and  in  Judicial  Proceedings 
SAN  FRANCISCO  BOARD :~SAMVEl,  G.  MURPHY,  Resident  Vi<e-Pres.; 

Levi  R.  EUert,     James  B.  Stetson,      Adam  Grant,      Thos.  lirow^n,     Artliur 

Rodgers,      P.  N.  Lilienthal,      Henry  L,.  Dodge.    James  R.  Kelly,     Edward 

B.  Pond. 

1  office; 


JAMES   R.    GARNISS,  MANAGER, 

C.  A.  Shubtlbff,  Res.  Asst.  Secy.      >      219   SANSOME  STREET. 
Geo.  L.  Seybolt,  Inspector  ) 


SAN  FRANCISCO. 


iS^^^^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^S^^^^^ 

Pacific    Coast   Department 

FRANKLIN   FIRE  insurance  company 

of  Philadelphia. Incorporated    1S27. 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $3,081,288.96 

WILLIAMSBURGH   CITY   FIRE  '"^""^"clWany 

of  New  York. Incorporated   1853. 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $1,927,982.89 

'  °' TH^d-    GLENS    FALLS    insurance  company 

of  New  York. Incorporated  1849. 

Surplus  to    Policyholders $3,261,061.06 

Undivided  profits 2,155,142.07 


EDWARD   E.  POTTER,   General  flanager 

322  Montgomery  St.,  San   Francisco 

INCORPORATED  1852. 

Milwaukee  Mechanics' 

XKSURAKGEl    COMPANY 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin. 

CASH  ASSETS $2,568,997  00 

SURPLUS 1,682,719  00 

TOTAL  LOSSES  PAID 7,355,053  00 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT:  410  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

L.  L.   BROMWELL,  Manager. 

^ontB  T^t  Insurance  OlDntpani; 

OF   NEW  YORK. 
GEO.  E.  IDE,       .       .       .       President. 

Assets 111,348,859  12    I  Net  Surplus |  1,203,27842 

Dividend  Endowment  Fund  .  626,713  00   |   Insurance  in  Force 49,258,697  00 

Liberal  contracts  and  good  territory  will  be  given  to  reputable  agents  who  can  show 
a  good  record. 

W.  H.  DUNPHY  &  SON,  Managers, 

Offices,  in  The  Emporium,  Market  St.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


The  Capital,         .         $1,500,000.00 

United  States        !  Assets,  .      .    3,500,000.00 


FideHty  and  Qmairainity 


Surplus,  1,750,000.00 


J.    D.   MAXWELL  CO., 

HOME    OFFICE:  '  GENERAL    AGENTS, 

South-West   Corner  Caluert  &  German  Streets  PAUL  M.   NIPPERT,  Manager 

BALTIMORE,  M.  0.  WM.    RIGBY.   attorney. 


Capital  and  Accumulations, 


$2,482,426.00 


GERMANY. 


THAMES  I  MERSEY 

Marine    Insprance    Company,    Limited, 
Of  Liverpool,  London  and  Manchester. 


CAPITAL  SUBSCRIBED  ....    $10,000,000 

Capital  Paid  Up $1,000,000 

Reserve  Fund,  in  addition  to  capital  .   .     2,250,000 


WM.  GREER  HARRISON. 


Manager 
305  California  Street 


San  Francisco 


Sub- Agencies  at  all  the  principal  Pacific  Coast 
ports  and  at  Honolulu 


BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN 

Marine   Insurance   Company,  Limited. 
Of  Liverpool. 


Capital  Subscribed $6,700,000  Gold 

Capital  Paid  Up 1,340,000  Gold 

Reserve  Fund,  in  addition  to  Capital, 


5,000,000 


BALFOUR,  GUTHRIE  5  CO. 


General  Agents 


310   California  Street, 


San  Francisco. 


A.  H.  Small,  Manager. 


EMPLOYERS  LIABILITY 

(Limited)  Assurance  Corporation  °^n^g°i^^r 

Head  Office  for  U.  S..  71  KTLBY  STREET, 
Boston,  Massacliusetts. 

APPLETON  &  DANA.  Managers  and  Attorneys 
for  the  U.S. 

ACCIDENT  POLICIES  of  all  kinds  at  Very  Low  Rates 
Employers'  Liability  Policies,  indemnifying  Employers 
against  claims  for  Accidents  to  Employes.  Individual. 
Fidelity  Bonds  and  Accident  Policies.  "Workmen's 
Benefit  Policies.  Vehicle  Insurance.  General  Liability 
Policies  on  Buildings.    Elevator  Insurance. 


CHAS.  J.  OKELL  &  CO.,  -   General  Agents 

407  CALIFORNIA  STf}E£T.  San  Francisco. 


The  Mutual  Benefit 

LIFE  IMSCIRANCE  CO., 

NEWARK.    N.   J. 


AMZI  I) ODD,    ----....     President. 

ASSETS  (Market  Values)  .Ian.  1, 1900  .  .  .  §70,466,400  46 
LIABILITIE.*^,  N.  .1.  and  N.  T.  Standard  .  64,S40,707  24 
SURPLUS 5,625,693  22 

THE  NEW  POLICY  CONTRACTS 

OF  THE 

MUTUAL    BHINEKIT 

contain 

Special    and  Peculiar  Advantages 

Which  are  not  combined  In  the 
POLICIES  OF  ANY  OTHER  COMPANY, 

JAMES  MUTTSELL,  Jr.,  Managrer. 

503  California  St.,  cor.  Mongointery,  S.  F. 


^^^^^-^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^k^^^^ 

w!>    V     /y  y\       Insurance    Co.,  of  Gothenburg   . 

A.AIBHICAN     BIRB     ins.    Co.,       or  nuladel^Ma 
AGT^ICUL^T^UI^AL/    ins.    Co.,     Waterhnvn,  N.Y. 

^HB  DE,L,A.WA.HB  ins.  co.,  o/ PhuaddpMa 

t^*  t^^  ^^ 

EDWARD  BROWN  &  SONS, 

OeraeraD  Agemits  Pacific  Coast  Departmemit 

t^*        <^*       ^^ 

Total  Assets  Represented,  Over  Fourteen  and  a  Half  Millions. 


W  1  .  ? 


UN 


INSURANCE 
OFFICE 

-vi^BbTgE=i3^jt       ty -^    ^     ^^  Opv    LONDOM 

r^JIWMr~~"^^S      189  Years  of  Active  Business 

^^^jWI^B^y^'^-^^  ^  Oldest  Purely  FIRE  INSURANCE 

»^^^p^Pifw^W^^~--^^\^    W  Office  in  the  World -^ 

'    ^ff^i  ill(  '^1^1         \      ^""^   ^ 

M  l\l\^\      ^  ^^^^  Assets,        :       $11,500,000 
/X  y    \(  Net  Surplus,        :         6,400,000 

Pacific  Department  2J5  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


WINFIEI.D  vS  Davis,      J.  B,  F,  DAVIS  d^  SOIS,  Gcnl  Agents, 

Burt  L.  Davis,  ^ 

Cari,  a.  Hrnrv^ 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT  Embraces:    California,  Nevada,  Utah,  Arizona,  Oregon, 
Washing-ton,   Idaho,   Montana,   Hawaiian  Islands,  and  Alaska. 


f^^i^i^^^  CO^^r  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 

THE  IMPERIAL  INSURANCE  COMPANY,  Ltd 

OF    LONDON. 

Instituted   A.    D.   1803. 
CASH    ASSETS.  -  -  $9,362,920.00 

Forty-one  Years  in  Business  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 


THE  LION  FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY,  lt'D 

OF    LONDON 
established  A.  D.   1879 

CASH  ASSETS,  -  -  $1,108,095.00 


PACIFIC    BRANCHES:      205  and    207    Sansome   Street,  San   Francisco 

WM.  J.  LANDERS. 

Resident  Manager. 

The  Connecticut  Mutual 

Life  Insurance  Company. 
1846-1900 

In  the  fifty-four  years  of  its  work  almost  98  per  cent,  of  the 
premiums  paid  by  policyholders  have  been  paid  over  to  their  benefici- 
aries or  returned  to  them.  What  has  been  so  returned  and  what  is 
held  for  the  protection  of  present  policyholders  as  net  or  ledger  assets 
aggregates  $263,502,899.67:  127.57  per  cent,  of  the  total  premiums 
received. 

These  results  have  been  accomplished  at  an  average  expense 
rate  of  only  8.9  per  cent. 

It  is  an  unmatched  record;  and  The  Connecticut  Mutual 
is  as  thoroughly  prepared  for  the  good  work  of  the  future  as  it  has  at 
at  any  time  been  for  that  of  its  unequaled  past. 

Jacob  L.  Greene,  President.  Herbert  H.  White,  Sec'y. 

John  M.  Taylor,  Vice-Pres't.  Daniel  H.  Wells,  Actuary. 


Pacific  Coast  Agencies 


1^.    I«.    IVO^VI^S,    Oe>ri.era^l    A.g:^«^t 

Mills  Building,  San  Francisco. 


Cash  Capital, 
Assets,    January   1, 


$1,000,000  00 
$3,884,381  08 


BERNARD  FAYMONVILLE,  Vice-President 


J.  B.  LEVISOH  2d  Vice-Pres. 
and  Marine  Secretary 


L  FIREMAN'S  FUND  1 


Home    Office,    Company's  Building: 

S.  V/.  corner  California  and  Sansome  Sts.,  San  Francisco 


Cestral  Department 

Manager. 

757-759  LaSalie  St..  Chicago- 

SorTHEASTrBS  Depaktvent. 

EDGAR  S.    W1I50X,    Manager. 

Mae&n.  Htorgia 


Easters  Departmest, 
CHAS.  W.  KELLOGG,  Manager, 
itason  Building.  Boiton 

ATLASnC  MABn^E  DEPABTMENr 

JOSEPH   HADLEY    Manager 
'i  Btater  Sfreet,  Setc  York 


AGENTS    THROLGHOUT    THE 
UNITED    STATES. 


c'Ji 


^^ 


Z- 


L?<\RG€6T 
FIRE  IK6Uft5NCE  COMPANY 


Founded  1871 
Volume  58,  No.  1 


JULY,  1900 


$3.0(5rPer  Year 
.25  Per  Copy 


O'HEI 


(INSURANCE) 

Offices,  508  riontgomery  St.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Telephone  No.  1530  Rooms  21,  21a, 


MRS.  J.  G.   EDWARDS. 

PROPRIETOR. 


E.    H.    BACON, 

EDITOR 


Table  of  Contents: 


Our  Digest  of  Recent  Insurance  Decisions 349 

Extracts  from  Old  Coast  Reviews .   .    353 

One  Year  Term  Business  in  Life  Insurance    ....    354 

Stevens  of  Michigan  on  Fire  Insurance 355 

Story  of  the  Builders  Insurance  Company 356 

Fire  Insurance  That  Does  Not  Insure 358 

First  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Vancouver  Board    .   .   359 

North  German  Fire  Insurance  Company 360 

Manager  Milton  Dargan 3*^0 

Edward  Litchfield     360 

The  California  Farmers  Insurance  Company  361 

The  Largest  Endowment  Ever  Paid     362 

Fidelity  &  Deposit  Company  of  Maryland  .  .365 

Fighting  Fire  in  Constantinople 365 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  Insurance  Company  .   366 

Wildcats  With  Lairs  in  Chicago 366 

The  Agreement  of  1900 367 

San  Francisco  Electrical  Ordinance      369 

The  New  Zealand  Insurance  Company 370 

Decreasing  Life  Insurance  Dividends 371 

Brave  Men 371 

Inspections  in  Life  Insurance 372 

Decline  of  the  Travelers 372 

Alcohol  and  Longevity  ...  373 

The  Equitable  Life  Assurance  Society 373 

American  Life  Insurance  History  in  Numerals  .  .  373 
American  Life  Business  for  Forty-One  Years  ...  374 
The  Late  Robert  G.  Ingersoll's  Life  Insurance  .   .    374 

United  States  Fire  Business  1898  and  1899 375 

American  Fire  Business  by  States  and  Sections    .   376 

All  the  Same  as  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 376 

Pennsylvania  Insurance   Department   on  Mutual 

Fire  Insurance  Companies 376 

Transatlantic  Topics 377 

Arthur  E.  Magill,  Death  of 378 

Life  Notes 379 

Fire  Insurance  Losses  in  the  San  Joaquin  Valley  380 


381 

382 

382 

382a 

3826 

382c 

382c 

382rf 

382rf 

383 


Aachen  &  Munich  Fire  Insurance  Company  . 

Security  Trust  &  Life  Insurance  Company 

National  Life's  Semi-Annual  Figures  .... 

Life  Paragraphs 

Deathof  Ex-Secretary  J.  N.Patton 

Deserted  by  Assessmentism 

Utah  Utterings ... 

John  Edward  Sweeney  . 

Dangerous  Patent  Gasoline  Lamps 

Answers  to  Correspondents     

Pacific  Mutual's  Prosperous  Half- Year 383 

Percentages  Based  on  Twenty  Years'  Coast  Fire 
Losses 384 

Over  $100,000  Premiums  in  the  Pacific  West  .   ...    384 

June  Fires 385 

California  and  Coast  Monthly  Insurance  Losses  .    388 

Prescott,  A.  T.,  Confiagration 388 

The  Newcastle,  Cal.,  Fire ...    389 

Annual  Meeting  of  the  Washington  Insurance  As- 
sociation      389 

Heat  in  Incandescent  Lights .   .    389 

The  Old  ./Etna 

Cromer  on  Farmers'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  . 

Term  Business  in  Fire  Insurance 

A  Hundred  and  Fifty  Million  Dollar  Country 

Relative  Term  Business  in  1885  and  1889     .   . 

Fire  Losses  in  the  First  Six  Months  of  1900  . 

The  Addison  Mill  Fire  at  Tacoma 

Casualty  Notes 

Original  Advocacy  of  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 

Accident  Insurance  in  Germany 

Mutual  Life  Then  and  Now 

Great  Wharf  and  Ship  Fire 

Chips     

Fire  Underwriters'  Inspection  Bureau  . 

Why  the  Provident  Savings  Left  Texas  . 


390 
390 
391 
391 
392 
392 
■393 
394 
395 
395 


398 
398 
399 
402 


Vermont  Life  Was  Insolvent 402 


The  Great  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  the  World. 


Gross  Assets 
$56,356,332 


Assets  in  U.S 
$9,703,581 


ESTABLISHED    1836 


The  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  United  States  Branch  on  the  31st  of  December,  1898,  in  accordancej 
the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York,  is  as  follows: 

ASSETS $9,703,581.65 

LIABILITIES 4,857,665.56 

SURPLUS $4,845,916.09 

As  an  illnstration  of  the  Company's  practice  in  maintsining  its  Assets  in  the  United  States  in  years  of  excessli 
loss,  the  following-  figures  may  interest  policyholders : 

Year.  Assets  Jan.  1.  Income.  .    Expenditure.         Excess  of  Expcndttui 

1871 $3,054,361  $3,163,901  $5,122,653  $1,9S8,7S2.;_._ 

1872 3,640,450  3.733,101  4,448,999  751,89»«l 

1873 4,163,290  ^| 

Tbxia  sho-wing  Ji^Jccrss  of  Exprntliture  in  the  two  yeaxa  of ^^'"^^^'^^ 

And -T'loreaseo/ J.ssf^s  in  the  same  time  of 1,110,939 

Progress   of   the   United    States    Branch  :— Net  Fire  Premiums:    1848,  $4,519;  1858.    $471.98 

1868.  $1,739,620;  1878,  $2,422,126;  1888,  $3,928,010;  1898,  $4,979,422. 

LOSSES.— The  amount  paid  in  satisfaction  of  Fire  Losses  in  the  United  States  in  the  course  of  51  years  is  iV4. 824.918. 

This  large  sum,  in  conjunction  with  the  gi-owth  of  the  Company's  business,  evinces  the  confidence  ot  tht  public  and  t 

faithfulness  ■with  which  the  Company's  losses  are  adjusted  and  paid. 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT  ESTABLISHED  1852.  CHAS.    D.    HAVEN,    Resident  Secretar; 

Cliief  Office,  4itX  California  Street,  San  Francisco.  C.  MASON  KINNB,  Assistant  Secretary. 

SPECIAL    AGENTS  : 

ED.  G.  SPROWL,  R.  G.  BRUSH,  JOHN  W.  GUNN.  FRED.  L.  HAVEN,  THEO.  SUMMERliAf 


^^^iS^i§  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  S^S^^^^ 


PHCENIX 

INSURANCE     COMPANY 


OF    HARTFORD 


Cash  Capital 
$2,000,000.00 


^         tr 


^^^ 

^i?>    " 


Assets  Jan'y  1, 1900 
$5,523,649.T0 


HEt^BEtJT    FOllGEf?,    JVIanager 


DIXWELL  HEWITT,   Asst.   Manager 


325     GAIaIKORKIA     BXRRRO^, 

San    Francisco. 


(I) 


-^'^'§^^'§  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^S? 

PHCENIX  ASSURANCE  COMPANY— PROVIDENCE-WASHINGTON  INSURANCE  CO. 


Phoenix 

Assurance 

Company 


Of  London 
Established  1782 


Providence- 
Washington 
Ins.  Co. 


Of  Rhode  island 

Incorporated  1799 


BUTLER  &  H ALDAN,    General  Agents  for  Pacific  Coast 

B.  C.  Dick,  Agency  Superintendent 
,      41  ^  California  Street  :  San  Francisco 

Helvetia  Swiss  fire  insurance  company 


or    ST.    GALL 


CAPITAL,         ....        $  2,000,000.00 
Losses  Paid  since  organization,     i  1,635,487.00 

OWISS     iVlanne     insurance  Companies  Combined 

CAPITAL,       o       o       ,       $4,000,000.00 


SYZ  <Sc  CO.,    General   Agents 

301  California  Street,  :  :  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

(2) 


iSiS^i^^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 

THE  PENNSYLVANIA 

FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY  of  Philadelphia. 

/^  Incorporated  1825 


ASSETS, 

January  Jst,  J  900: 

$5,175,306.00 


NET  SURPLUS, 

January  1st,  J  900: 

$2,181,845.00 


One  of  the  OLDEST  and  STRONGEST  Fii-e  Insimance  Offices  in  the  United  States. 
Office  Pacific  Coast  Department:      50S-10  CALIFORNIA   ST.,  San  Francisco. 

T.  EDWARD  POPE,  Manager. 
K.  W.  OSBORN,  Assistant  Mauaf/er.        HOMER  A.  CRAIG,  General  Adjuster. 

SPECIAL  AGENTS:— Chester  Deering,  J.  H.  Clinkscales,  Volney  Howard,  S.  P.  Mesick. 

Hamburg  -  Bremen 

FIRE    INSURANCE    COMPANY 

OF  HAJIBURQ,  GERMANY  ORGANIZED  1854 


Capital  and  Accumulations      -       -  $3,412,150.06 

Assets  in  the  United  States,  Jan.  i,  1900  1,524,546.63 

Surplus  ''              "            "              "         "  544,867.51 

Losses  Paid  in  the  United  States,  over  12,000,000.00 


RUDOLPH  HEROLD,  Jr., 

General  Agent  Pacific  Department 
HARRY  C.  BOYD,  415  California  Street 

Assistant  General  Agent.  San  Francisco 


-^S  ^=3 '^  ^ '^ '^ 


COAST  REI'IEIV  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


^The  MAGDEBURG 
FIRE  INSURANCE 
COMPANY 
transacts 
NO  Marine, 
Life  or  Accident,  but 
Fl  RE  Insurance 

Business  ONLY. 


^?|?^4?#^^^^ 


MAGDEBURG 

FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


OF    MAGDEBURG,    GERMANY 


Capital .....$     3,750,000.00 

Assets  January  I,  1900 7,867,864.13 

Prem.  Income  since  organiza'n  (55yfs)  178,146,008.57 
Losses  paid  since  organization  (55yrs)  118,338,016.97 
Assets  United  States  Department    .  .  948,772.32 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT:     QUTTE  &  FRANK,  Managers, 

^^  303  California  Street,   San   Francisco. 


Magdeburg  Fire  Ins.  Co., 

OF     NEW    YORK. 

Assets $287,048.83 

GUTTE    &    FRANK,    Managers, 

303  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


Wilklma  of  Magdeburg 


General  Insurance  Company 


(  MARINE 

Assets,  January  i,  1899,   .  . 


$9,813,751.45 


1  Associated  Assurance  Companies,  Ld. 

Munich  Assurance  Co.,       Alliance  Assurance  Co. 

Of  Munich  (L'd)  Of  Berlin  (L'd) 

JOINTLY  and  SEVERALLY  LIABLE. 

Assets,  January  i,  1899, $10,454,215.21 


5^?|?5i?##^'?|?54? 


^W  These  Marine  Com- 
panies insure  Vessels, 
Freights,  Cargoes,  Treas- 
ure, Profits,  Registered 
Mail  and  Express  Matter, 
to  and  from  all  parts  of 
the  World,  and  make 
their  Policies  payable  at 
places  required  by  as- 
sured. 


»«/;^Q#?w?(; 


GUTTE    &    FRANK,    Managers, 

303  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


.     .     .     ORGANIZED    A.   J>.    1817    .    . 


Fire  Association 


OF     PHILADELPHIA. 


STATEMENT   OF  ASSETS,   JANUARY   1st,    1900. 


Gross  Assets 
Policyholders'  Surplus 


^6,280,028.00 
^1,5^0,6^6.00 


WESTERN     DEPARTMENT, 

CHICAGO,   ILL. 

OFFICE,  171-173  Jackson  St.,  Royal  Insurance  Bldg 


W.  H.  CUNNINGHAM.  Manager. 


Henry  W.  Bush,  | 


J.  M.  Beck. 


-  Ass't  Managers. 


T.  C.  SHANKLAND 
JNO.  D.  RICHARDS 

E.J.  LOUIS 

F.  J.  ALEX.  MAYER. 
DAN.  L.  WEAVER. 
F.  M.  AVERY.  ... 


State  Agent  for  California,  Arizona,  Nevada  and  Hawaiian  Islands. 

.      ^  219  Sansome  Street.  SAN  FRANCISCO,  Cal. 

,  Manager  city  department. 

.  Special  Agent  for  California.  Arizona  and  Nevada. 

,  State  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  PORTLAND,  Ore. 

Special  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington.  SPOKANE. 

Special  Agent  for  Colorado,  Wyoming,  Montana,  Utah  and  Idaho,  DENVER,Colo. 


Financial  Standing,  January   I,   1900,   of  the 

Philadelphia  Underwriters 


COMPOSED    OF    THE 


Insurance  Co.  of  North  America 

FOUNDED,  A.   D.   1 79'^ 

CASH  CAPITAL $  3,000,000  00 

Total  Assets 9,295,087  00 

Total  Liabilities,  except  Capital     4,.59S.256  00 

Surplus  as  to  Policyholders  .   .  $4,696,781  00 

COMBINED     ASSETS, 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS, 


Fire  Association    of    Philadelphia 

FOrXDED,   A.   D.   1S17 

CASH  CAPITAL $   500,000  00 

Total  Assets      6,280,028  00 

Total  Liabilities,  except  Capital  .    4,749,492  00 

Surplus  as  to  Policj-holders   .    .  $1,530,636  00 

$15,575,065  GO 

$  6,227,417  GO 


Western  and  Pacific  Coast  Department, 
Chicago,  Illinois. 


W.  H.  CUNNINGHAM,  Manager 

Henry  W.  Bush,  }.,^^  Managers 
J.  M.  Beck,  )  ^ 


T.  C.  SHANKLAND,  State  Agent  for 

California,   Arizona,   Nevada  and   the   Hawaiian  Islands. 

JOHN  D.  RICHARDS,  Manager  City  Department, 

219  SANSOME  STREET,      ------     SAN  FRANCISCO. 

F.  J.  ALEX.  M.\YER,  State  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  Portland,  Ore. 
DAN.  L.  WEAVER,  Special  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  Spokane. 
F.  M.  AVERY,  Special  Agent  for  Montana,  Utah  and  Idaho,  Denver,  Colo, 
E.  J.  LOUIS,  Special  Agent  for  California,  Nevada  and  Arizona. 


COAST  REVIEIV  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


Insurance  Company 

NEW   YORK 

HENRY  B.  STOKES,  President 

THE  NEW  POLICY  GUARANTEES 

EXTENDED  INSURANCE 

PAID=UP  VALUES 

AND 

LOANS  AT  5% 

AGENTS  WANTED  IN  UNOCCUPIED  TERRITORY 
JOHN  LANDERS,  Manager  S.  W.  Pacific  Dep't,  240  Montgomery  St..  S.  F. 

HEALTH    AND    ACCIDENT    INSURANCE 

PHINEAS  C.LOUNSBURT,     L    /Jt'/ /*4i/^(^^^^^^  KIMBALL   V.   ATWOOD, 

President.  ^J  /%^f^.^  /l/TlCe-^  Secretary. 

OF    NEW    YORK. 

ASSETS,  December  31,   1899 $  779,385.45 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders 365,124.30 

CLAIMS  Paid,  over 3,000,000.00 

HEALTH  and  ACCIDENT  POLICIES. 
The  Best  Insurance  i    The  Easiest  Insurance 

FOR  BUSINESS  and  FOR  AGENTS 

PROFESSIONAL  MEN  TO  SELL 

8®"  Liberal   Commissions   and  Renewal   Contracts  to   Good  Men. 

Address — 
Pacific  Coast  Department,  THOS.    OODWEN, 

Mills  Building 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  Manager. 

(«> 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


National  Life 

Insurance  Company 

MONTPELIER,        -        -       VERMONT. 

CHARLES  DEWEY,  President.  OSMAN  B.   CLARK,  Secretary. 


INSURANCE  IN  FORCE,  January  i,   1900    .    .    .  189,890,026  00 

ASSETS,  January  1,  1900 17,738,861  23 

LIABILITIES,  January  i,   1900 15,863,938  34 

SURPLUS,  Vermont  and  New  York  Standard  .    .  1,874,922  89 


THE  NATIONAL  has  done  a  continuous,  successful  business  fur  fifty  years.  Its 
policies  of  LIFE,  TERM,  ENDOWMENT  and  ANNUITY  INSURANCE  grant  solid 
protection  on  mutual  plans. 

NO  RESTRICTION  on  residence  or  travel. 

INCONTESTABLE  after  two  years  from  date  of  issue. 

GUARANTEES  endorsed  cash,  loan,  paid-up  and  extended  insurance  values. 

AUTOMATICALLY  NON-FORFEITABLE  after  three  years. 

INSURANCE  ISSUED  IN  1899,  $17,738,861.23. 


G.  M.  STOLP,  General  iWanager. 

82-84  New  Crocker  Building,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
A.  D.  WALKER,  General  Manager, 

Fidelity  Trust  Company  Building.  Tacoma,  Wash. 


GEORGE  D.  ALDER,  General  Manager, 

204  McCormack  Block,  Salt  Lake  City.  Utah. 

C.  M.  SMITH,  General  Manager, 

Hennessey  Building,  Butte,  Montana. 


STOCK    COMPANY    INCORPORATED    1864 

Home  /Wutual 

Insurance  Co. 


.OF  CALIFORNIA. 


FINANCIAL    STANDING    OF    THE    COMPANY    ON    JANUARY    1,   1900: 

Assets $965,559-34 

Liabilities 349,630.99 

Surplus  Funds  for  Policyholders  .  .       $615,928.35 

Capitax,  (fully  paid  in  gold  coin)       .....      300,000.00 
Net  Surplus,  over  Capital  and  all  Liabilities  $315,928.35 

HOME   OFFICE:    Company's    Bui/ding,  318   California   St.,  San  Francisco 


WM.  J.  DUTTON,  President 


F.  W.  LOUGEE,  Vice-President 
FRANKLIN  BANGS,  Ass't  Secretary 


STEPHEN  D.  IVES,   Secretary 
GEO.  STEEL,  Marine  Secretary 


COAST  RE  VIE  IV  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


S^  ^S^  ^^  S^  ^^  ^=i . 


'  LONDON  «Sc' 
LANCASHIRE 


London  &  Lancashire 


Fire    Insurance    Company, 


Of  Liverpool,  Eng. 


Subscribed  Capital, 
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Our    Digest   of    Recent    Insurance    Decisions. 

FIRE. 

Over-ualuation.  In  absence  of  fraud,  over- 
valuation of  property  by  in- 
sured does  not  invah'date  policy;  agent  tak- 
ing application  having  full  knowledge  of 
value  of  property. — Teutonia  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Howell,  54  S.  W.  852. 

Insurable  In-        Though   policy  on  dwelling 
terest.  house     and-    personal     prop- 

erty therein  was  void  as  to 
personal  property  because  title  thereto  was 
not  in  insured,  the  policy  was  not  void  as  to 
the  dwelling  house;  agent  taking  application 
having  knowledge  of  facts. — Same. 

Surrender.  The  second  policy  is  void  by 
reason  of  prior  insurance,  if 
agent  for  insured,  who  took  out  two  policies 
and  surrendered  them,  had  no  authority  to 
surrender  the  second;  he  having  no  more 
authority  to  surrender  one  than  the  other. — 
Kooistra  v.  Rockford  Ins.  Co.  of  Rockford, 
111.,  81  N.  W.  568. 

Ownership.  Where  applicants  for  insur- 
ance stated  in  their  application 
that  they  were  sole  and  unconditional  own- 
ers of  property  sought  to  be  insured,  an 
action  to  recover  on  policy  issued  thereon  is 
not  maintainable  where  it  clearly  appeared 
that  they  were  only  the  owners  of  an  un- 
divided half  interest  therein,  though  at  time 


they  thought  they  were  sole  owners,  by 
virtue  of  an  executory  contract  of  the  other 
owners  to  convey  to  them. — Liverpool  & 
London  &  Globe  Ins.  Co.  v.  Cochran,  26 
So.  932. 

Change  of  Title.  An  owner  of  insured 
property  conveyed  same  to 
her  brother,  to  avoid  expense  of  probate, 
and  died  few  days  thereafter.  Before  her 
death  agent  of  insurance  company  was  noti- 
fied of  deed.  Shortly  after  her  death,  prop- 
erty was  destroyed  by  fire.  The  policy 
contained  usual  provisions  avoiding  the  in- 
surance on  change  of  title.  Held  that,  as 
there  was  no  title  in  insured  or  her  estate  at 
the  time  of  the  loss,  the  notice  could  in  no 
way  avail  in  recovering  the  insurance  by  the 
estate. — Gillon  v.  Northern  Assur.  Co.  of 
London  &  Aberdeen,  59  P.  901. 

Dynamite.  A  policy  on  stock  of  hardware 
provided  that,  notwithstanding 
any  usage  or  custom  of  trade  or  manufact- 
ure, the  keeping,  using,  or  allowing 
dynamite  on  premises  should  render  policy 
void,  unless  otherwise  provided  by  agree- 
ment indorsed  on  or  added  to  the  policy. 
An  attached  slip  provided  that  insurance 
should  cover  merchandise  usually  kept  for 
sale  in  retail  hardware  store.  Held,  that 
liability  on  policy  could  not  be  avoided  be- 
cause dynamite  was  kept  in  stock,  if  it  were 
usual  to  keep  it  where  the  stock  was  located. 
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Phenix   Ins.  Co.    of    Brooklyn    v.   Walters, 

56  N.  E.  257. 

Forfeiture.  Where  policy  on  property  pro- 
vided forfeiture  for  mortgagino^ 
it  without  company's  consent,  and  assured 
did  mortgage  portion  of  property,  but,  be- 
fore loss,  paid  incumbrances,  such  payment 
operated  to  restore  the  property  to  the  pro- 
tection of  policy,  and  hence  plaintiff  was  en- 
titled to  recover  for  loss  thereof. — Born  v. 
Home  Ins.  Co.  of  New  York,  81  N.  W.  676. 

Operation.  A  policy  insuring  both  real 
and  personal  property  provided 
that,  if  "the  property  should  thereafter  be- 
come mortgaged  or  incumbered,"  the  pol- 
icy should  be  void,  and  also  declared  that  it 
should  be  forfeited  if  other  insurance  was 
taken  out  "on  any  of  said  property."  Held, 
that  since  the  provision  for  forfeiture  for 
mortgaging  did  not  provide  a  forfeiture  for 
mortgaging  "any"  of  the  property,  but 
treated  "the  property"  as  a  whole,  the  pol- 
icy would  not  be  forfeited  for  a  mortgage 
given  on  a  part  of  the  property  only. — Same. 

Forfeiture.  Where  policy  of  fire  insurance 
is  forfeited  by  acts  of  insured 
after  part  of  premium  has  been  earned,  en- 
tire premium  is  treated  as  earned,  and  its 
subsequent  collection  by  the  insurer  is 
not  waiver  of  such  forfeiture. — German  Ins. 
Co.  of  Freeport,  111.,  v.  Emporia  Mut.  Loan 
&  Savings  Ass'n,  59  P.  1092. 

Forfeiture.  A  policy  provided  for  its 
forfeiture  in  case  of  incumbrance 
without  insurer's  consent,  and  withheld 
from  agent  issuing  policy  power  to  waive 
any  of  its  terms.  Before  loss,  insured 
executed  chattel  mortgages  on  stock  covered 
by  policy.  Neither  local  agent  nor  com- 
pany knew  of  mortgages  before  fire.  The 
local  agent  learned  of  mortgages  after  fire, 
and  told  insured  that  pjolicy  was  voided  by 
execution  of  the  mortgages,  and  that  insurer 
would  send  an  adjuster  to  adjust  loss.  The 
local  agent  notified  company  of  loss,  but 
said  nothing  about  mortgages.  After  pro- 
ceeding with  adjustment  for  some  time, 
adjuster,  without  being  informed  by  insured 
of  the  existence  of  incumbrances,  learned  of 
mortgages,  and  denied   company's  liability. 


Held,  that  there  was  not  waiver  of  the  for- 
feiture condition  in  policy. — Trader's  Ins. 
Co.  V.  Cassell,  56  N.  E.  259. 

Forfeiture.  Where  loss  under  fire  policy 
has  been  adjusted,  and  claim 
therefor  compromised  at  specific  sum,  and 
an  express  promise  to  pay  this  made,  all  by 
an  authorized  agent  of  company,  right  to  in- 
sist on  forfeiture  of  policy  because  of  breach 
of  condition,  in  that  assured  falsely  reported 
as  lost  goods  which  were  not  lost,  is  waived. 
This  can  go  only  to  reduction  of  recovery 
on  compromise. — Concordia  Fire  Ins.  Co. 
V.  Koretz,  60  P.  191. 

Promissory  A  provision  of  an  insurance 
Warranty.  policy,  by  which  insured  war- 
rants that  a  clear  space  of  100 
feet  shall  be  maintained  around  insured 
property,  and  which  states  that  violation  of 
such  requirement  shall  render  policy  void, 
constitutes  an  express  promissory  warranty, 
compliance  with  which  is  condition  prec- 
edent to  recovery  on  policy,  and  the  fact 
that  insurer  has  knowledge  that  it  is  not 
complied  with,  and  makes  no  objection, 
does  not  constitute  waiver  of  the  condition. 
Petit  V.  German  Ins.  Co.,  98  F.  800. 

Adjuster's  The  denial  of  an  adjuster  of 
Waiver.  fire  insurance  company  of  any 
liability  under  policy  for  loss  of 
wearing  apparel  amounted  to  waiver  by  the 
company  of  proof  of  loss  of  such  property 
otherwise  required  by  the  terms  of  policy. 
German  Fire  Ins.  Co.  v.  Seibert,  56  N. 
E.  686. 

Prohibited  That  policy  prohibited  waiver 
Waivers.  of  proofs  of  loss  either  by 
adjuster  or  president  of  company 
did  not  prevent  their  acts  after  loss  from 
amounting  to  waiver. — Lake  v.  Farmers' 
Ins.  Co.,  81  N.  W.  710. 

Proofs  of  Loss  An  insurance  policy  pro- 
by  Attorney,  vided  that  proofs  of  loss, 
with  complete  inventory  of 
property,  signed  and  sworn  to  by  insured, 
should  be  returned  to  company  within  60 
days  after  loss.  The  insured  returned 
proofs  of  loss  signed  and  sworn  to  by  A.  as 
his  attorney  in  fact.  The  reason  for  having 
this  done  was  that  agent  negotiated   policy 
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and  lived  in  property,  and  that  insured  was 
sick  and  not  able  to  come  to  place  of  fire, 
but  he  was  able  to  execute  power  of  attor- 
ney before  a  justice.  Held,  that  insured  had 
not  shown  sufficient  reason  for  not  signing 
and  swearing  to  proofs  of  loss  himself,  and 
could  not  maintain  a  suit  on  policies. — 
Kowicz  V.  Teutonia  Ins.  Co.,  30  Pittsb. 
Leg.  J.  (N.  S.)  140. 

Tenant's  Interest.  Ballinger's  Ann.  Codes 
&  St.  g  5542,  declares 
that  an  execution  shall  not  be  issued  for  five 
days  after  the  entry  of  judgment  in  unlawful 
detainer  against  a  tenant  for  nonpayment  of 
rent  under  an  unexpired  lease,  within  which 
time  any  person  interested  in  the  continuance 
thereof  may  satisfy  the  judgment  by  payment 
into  court.  A  building  erected  by  a  tenant 
on  leasehold  premises,  and  insured  under  a 
policy  providing  that  it  should  be  void  on 
any  change  in  the  tenant's  interest  or  pos- 
session, was  destroyed  by  fire  two  days  after 
the  rendition  of  a  judgment  in  unlawful  de- 
tainer. Held,  that  the' judgment  did  not  be- 
come complete,  and  the  lessor  could  not  ob- 
tain possession  of  the  premises,  until  after 
the  expiration  of  five  days,  and  hence  there 
had  been  no  change  of  interest  or  possession 
in  the  property  creating  a  forfeiture  of  the 
policy. 

Waiuer.  An  allegation  of  waiver  of  condi- 
tion prohibiting  removal  of  goods 
insured  is  sufficient,  without  alleging  that 
waiver  was  in  writing,  though  policy  requires 
such  assent  to  be  in  writing. — Goodhue  v. 
Hartford  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  55  N.  E.  1039. 

Modification.  Plaintiff's  first  count  in  an 
action  on  policy  insuring  chat- 
tels alleged  condition  prohibiting  removal  of 
chattels,  a  waiver  thefeof,  a  removal  to  an- 
other place  with  defendant's  consent,  and  a 
loss.  The  second  count  alleged  "surrender" 
of  policy  at  defendant's  request  that  it  might 
be  modified  to  cover  goods  in  new  place,  an 
agreement  to  insure  until  policy  was  modi- 
fied, and  loss  before  modification.  The 
third  count  alleged  waiver  of  condition  pro- 
hibiting removal,  and  an  agreement  that, 
"without  modification  thereof,"  policy 
should  cover  goods  until  their  removal,  an 
agreement  to  attach  permanent  modification. 


and  that  defendant,  in  violation  of  its  agree- 
ment modified  policy  so  as  to  cover  only  part 
of  goods.  Held,  that  the  counts  were  not 
contradictory,  though  they  all  referred  to  the 
same  policy. — Same. 

Surrender.  Insured,  having  left  policy  in 
hands  of  her  agent,  thus  placing 
it  in  his  power  to  mislead  insurer  by  sur- 
rendering policy,  who  acted  in  good  faith  in 
canceling  it,  will  be  bound  by  the  surrender, 
though  it  was  without  authority. — Kooistra 
v.  Rockford  Ins.  Co.  of  Rockford,  111.,  81 
N.  W.  568. 

Oral  Contract.  A  recovery  on  an  oral  con- 
tract of  insurance,  based  on 
memorandum  "to  insure,"  made  by  agent, 
cannot  be  had  under  the  common  counts  in 
assumpsit.  A  special  count  is  necessary  set- 
ting up  terms  of  policy,  though  none  in  fact 
was  delivered. — Concordia  Fire  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Heffron,  84  111.  App.  610. 
Agent's  Authority.  Where  authority  of  an 
agent  of  an  insurance 
company  is  limited  to  soliciting  and  receiving 
applications  for  insurance,  collecting  annual 
premiums,  and  delivering  policies,  company 
will  not  be  bound  by  act  of  such  agent  in 
taking  and  negotiating  note,  payable  to  him- 
self individually,  in  payment  for  policy  of  in- 
surance, when  there  is  no  evidence  that  it 
had  notice  of  his  custom  to  so  act. — Jackson 
V.  Mutual  Ben.  Life  Ins.  Co.,  81  N.  W.  545. 
Examiner's  Under  Code  §  1812,  declaring 
Report.  that,  where  the  medical  exam- 
iner of  life  insurance  company 
shall  declare  an  applicant  fit  subject  for  in- 
surance, company  will  be  estopped  from  set- 
ting up  as  defense  to  an  action  on  policy  that 
insured  was  not  in  condition  of  health  requir- 
ed by  company,  unless  the  same  was  pro- 
cured through  fraud  of  a.ssured,  an  insurance 
company  is  estopped  from  inquiring  into  the 
truthfulness. of  answer  in  assured 's  applica- 
tion relating  to  his  health,  in  absence  of  an 
allegation  that  medical  examiner's  report 
was  improperly  obtained. — Nelson  v.  Neder- 
land  Life  Ins.  Co.,  81  N.  W.  807. 

Must  Pay        Under    Ky.   St.    g    633,    which 
License.      provides   for  punishment  of  any 
person  acting  as  agent  of  an  in- 
surance  company    without    first    procuring 
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license  from  insurance  commissioner,  and 
declaring  that  any  person  shall  be  deemed 
an  agent  who  "solicits  and  receives  applica- 
tion for  insurance  on  behalf  of  any  insurance 
company,  or  transmits  for  any  person  other 
than  himself  an  application  for  insurance," 
or  "who  shall,  in  any  manner,  directly  or  in- 
directly, aid  or  assist  in  transacting  insurance 
business  of  any  insurance  company,"  one 
who,  without  license,  solicits  insurance  at  re- 
quest of  an  agent,  even  though  without 
knowledge  of  principal,  is  guilty. — Common- 
wealth V.  Gaither,  54  S.  W.  956. 

Assignment.  A  debtor  obtained  pol- 
icies of  insurance  on  his  life, 
which  he  assigned  to  his  creditor  as  collater- 
al security,  with  assent  of  insurance  com- 
pany, and  creditor  thereafter  paid  all  prem- 
iums on  such  policies.  The  debtor  subse- 
quently made  general  assignment  condition- 
ed that  all  creditors  accepting  its  benefit 
should  release  their  claims  in  full.  The 
creditor  proved  its  claim  under  such  assign- 
ment, and  received  dividends,  but  amount 
of  its  debt  remaining  unpaid  largely  exceed- 
ed amount  of  policies.  The  debtor  made  no 
effort  to  reclaim  policies,  but  notified  com- 
pany to  cancel  same.  The  creditor,  how- 
ever, continued  to  pay,  and  company  accept- 
ed premiums  thereon  for  more  than  20  years, 
and  until  death  of  insured,  when  creditor 
proved  its  claim  thereunder,  which  was  paid 
by  company.  Held,  that  such  payment  was 
authorized,  and  constituted  defense  to  an 
action  against  company  on  policies  on  behalf 
of  estate  of  insured,  any  claim  of  estate  to 
amount  collected  in  excess  of  premiums  paid 
being  one  which  could  only  be  asserted  in 
an  action  against  assignee. — Manhattan  Life 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Hennessy.  99  F.  64. 

FlDELlTg. 

Verification  Declaration  that  answers  in 
of  Cash.  an  application  for  insurance 
against  embezzlement  by  agent 
are  true,  "to  the  best  of  the  knowledge  and 
belief"  of  assured,  does  not  qualify  effect  of 
answer  that  assured  will  make  monthly  com- 
parison and  verification  of  cash  in  agent's 
hands  with  his  accounts  and  vouchers. — 
Hunt  V.  Fidelity  &  Casualty  Co.  of  New 
York,  99  F.  242. 


A  Warranty.  Provisions,  in  contract  of  in- 
surance against  loss  through 
embezzlement  by  assured's  agent,  that  as- 
sured will  make  monthly  comparison  and 
verification  of  cash  in  agent's  hands  with  his 
accounts  and  vouchers,  is  a  warranty. — 
Same. 

Operation.  Promise  of  assured  to  make 
monthly  comparison  of  money 
in  its  agent's  hands  with  his  accounts  and 
vouchers  is  not  fulfilled  by  monthly  compar- 
ison of  checks  sent  it  by  him  by  accounts 
and  vouchers  sent  by  him  two  months  be- 
fore.— Same. 

MARI/NE, 

Construction.  A  recovery  of  insurance  on 
profits  of  cargo  under  policy 
insuring  against  total  loss  only,  and  valuing 
profits  at  sum  insured,  will  not  be  prevented, 
where  cargo  was  abandoned  as  total  loss, 
by  the  fact  that  other  insurers  of  cargo 
subsequently  saved  portion  of  it  and  then 
delivered  it  to  former  owners  in  part  pay- 
ment, on  settlement  of  their  liability  for  total 
loss  of  cargo.  Decree  (1898)  87  F.  491,  31 
C.  C.  A.  65,  reversed. — Canada  Sugar  Refin- 
ing Co.  V.  Insurance  Co.  of  North  America, 
20  S.  Ct.  239,  175  U.  S.  609,  Adv.  S.  U.  S. 
239,  44  L.  Ed.      

Legal  Tender. 

Waivei'  of  i-ights  under  a  contract  is  an  in- 
tentional relinquishment  with  knowledge  of 
the  rights. 

A  principal  who  agrees  that  his  agent  shall 
receive  a  percentage  on  a  contract  secured 
for  the  benefit  of  both  cannot  sell  his  interest 
in  the  fund,  so  as  to  deprive  the  agent  of  his 
commission. 

Where  company  accepts  application  obtained 
by  an  agent,  and  issues  policy  thereon,  and 
takes  notes  for  the  premiums,  it  is  bound  to 
collect  them  and  pay  agent  the  amount  of  his 
commission  thereon. 

A  foreign  insurance  company  which  has 
filed  the  name  of  its  principal  agent  doing 
business  in  the  state,  on  whom  process  may 
be  served,  with  the  insurance  commissioner, 
is  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  statute  of 
limitations,  though  it  has  not  filed  the  name 
of  a  person  on  whom  process  against  it  may 
be  served  with  the  secretary  of  state. — Cal. 
St.  1871-72,  p.  876. 
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Extracts  from  Old  Coast  Reviews. 
This  month  we  complete  the  extracts  from 
the  first  volume  of  the  Coast  Review.  As 
previously  stated,  there  is  only  one  copy  of 
this  volume  in  existence.  It  therefore 
seemed  useful  to  reproduce  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal articles  and  to  print  an  abridp:ement  of 
the  advertisements  and  other  contents. 

Dishonesty. 
From  the  Coast  Keview,  Fetiruary  15,  1872. 
A  more  dishonest  and  reprehensible  course 
cannot  be  pursued  by  any  man  than  that  of 
proselyting  policyholders  of  life  insurance 
companies.  Some  agents  make  it  a  point  to 
place  their  friends  in  some  certain  company, 
by  hooli  or  bj'  crook,  and  as  soon  as  they  have 
worked  up  their  circle  of  acquaintances,  they 
change  to  some  other  companj'and  carry  their 
friends  with  them,  by  false  representations 
or  extra  inducements,  thus  making  a  new 
commission  each  time  they  change,  and  per- 
petrating a  swindle  on  both  the  companies 
and  their  friends.  This  is  the  meanest  sys- 
tem of  highway  robbery  known  to  the  life 
underwriters,  and  any  agent  who  will  make 
use  of  it  for  the  sake  of  mere  pecuniary  gain, 
should  be  forced  to  travel,  unattended,  across 
the  continent  blind-folded.  Every  such  man 
should  be  published  by  the  company  he  aban- 
dons as  a  liar  and  a  thief,  and  he  should  not 
be  allowed  even  to  sleep  in  peace. 

The  Same  Old  Story. 
From  the  Coast  Review,  February  15,  1872. 
The  victims  of  the  modern  life  insurance 
solicitor  must  be  the  most  credulous  people  in 
the  world.  That  any  sensible  man  can  so  far 
lose  his  reason  and  allow  himself  to  be  led 
into  the  belief  that  the  story  of  Aladdin's 
Lamp  or  the  famous  steed  Pergasus  were 
actual  facts,  seems  a  matter  of  impossibility. 
Still  there  are  some  of  our  most  intelligent 
men  who  allow  themselves  to  be  hood-winked 
into  the  belief  of  things  just  as  improbable. 
For  instance  any  business  man  who  will 
credit  the  statement  of  an  insurance  agent 
who  promises  him  fifty  per  cent,  dividend  on 
his  life  policy  at  the  end  of  the  first  year,  is 
equally  as  great  a  dunce.  Yet  there  are 
those  who  will  insure  with  such  an  agent  in 
preference  to  one  who  will  tell  the  truth. 
Every  day  we  have  some  one  complaining  to 
us  about  companies  not  fulfilling  the  prom- 
ises of  these  arrant  rogues  who  daily  mis- 
represent them  thus.  And  we  are  honest 
when  we  tell  these  dissatisfied  policyholders. 


who  have  allowed  themselves  to  be  so  woe- 
fuUj'  deceived,  that  we  have  no  sympathy 
for  them.  Every  man  should  know  that  the 
agent  who  promises  such  an  enormous  div- 
idend is  either  a  tor.  or  else  his  company  is 
dishonest.  The  thing  is  simply  impossible. 
No  company  ever  yet  made  such  a  dividend 
unless  it  had  first  stolen  the  money  from 
some  source  with  which  it  was  paid.  What 
would  business  men  think  of  a  savings  bank 
which  would  agree  to  pay  them  five  per  cent, 
per  mouth  on  their  deposits?  We  venture 
that  not  one  man  in  a  thousand  would  trust 
that  bank  with  a  dollar  of  their  money.  Why, 
then,  believe  in  such  a  dividend  from  a  life 
insurance  company?  The  whole  thing  is 
simply  absurd,  and  men  should  have  long 
since  learned  it  to  be  so.  No  company  can 
pay  it  and  remain  solvent.  It  is  utterly 
impossible.  A  legitimate  and  honest  basis  ■ 
may  declare  small  dividends,  say  eight  or  ten 
percent.,  but  not  more.  The  whole  thing  is 
a  farce,  and  none  but  the  most  thoughtless 
can  for  a  moment  entertain  such  a  proposi- 
tion. As  for  us,  if  a  company  itself  were  to 
offer  to  guarantee  us  such  a  dividend,  we 
should  refuse  to  trust  it  with  a  dollar  of  our 
money.  We  should  brand  it  as  a  thief  and  a 
I'obber. 


MILLIONS  LOST.  MILLIONS  SAVED. 
From  the  Coast  Review,  December,  1871. 

Lost— by  trusting  to  institutions  unable  to  meet  the 
shock  of  great  disasters.  Saved— by  seelcing  indemnity  of 
the  Stable,  the  Tried  and  the  Strong.  Seventy  insolvent 
insurance  companies,  and  many  others  so  crippled  by  the 
great  Chicago  Fire  tliat  they  are  powerless  to  aflford 
adequate  protection,  give  startling  importance  to  the 
inquiry,  Where  shall  1  insure? 

Don't  insure  with  institutions  seeljing  at  this  time  a 
noisy  notoriety ,  because  in  too  many  cases  a  thin  covering 
for  concealed  banltruptcy.  Don't  insure  with  companies 
principally  local  in  their  character  and  business,  because 
a  local  disaster  of  any  magnitude  sweeps  them  from 
e.xistence,  giving  policyholders  but  ten  or  fifteen  cents 
ou  the  dollar,  as  in  the  cases  with  Chicago  comranies 
Don't  insure  with  companies  that  boast  of  "  no  losses  by 
the  Cliicago  Fire,"  because  they  had  no  character  or 
standing  before,  and  liave  gained  none  by  the  occurrence. 
Insure  with  institutions  tried  by  every  conceivable 
disaster,  and  found  ready  for  every  great  emergency. 
Tried  by  this  standard  the  Haetford  Fjeb  Insurance 
Co.  Hartford,  -Conn.,  stand.?  pre-eminent.  For  si.xty 
one  years  it  has  battled  the  fiery  elements,  meeting 
successfully  every  great  historic  disaster,  among  which 
were  the  great  fires  of  New  York,  1835;  Pittsburg,  1845; 
St.  Louis,  1849:  Troy,  1862;  Portland  and  Vlcksburg,  1866, 
and  now  at  Chicago,  1871,  comes  triumphantly  out  of 
"The  World's  Great  Fire  "  Instead  of  paying  out  all  its 
earnings  in  dividends,  it  has  accumulated  a  surplus  cf 
$1,800,000,  out  of  which  it  meets  promptly  all  Chicago 
Losses,  leaving  Capital  of  One  Million  Dollars  untouched, 


L 


354 


The   Coast  ReVie^ 


and  a  large  surplus  besides.  "Wealthy  backers,  honest 
and  skillful  managers,  business  built  up  from  national 
sources,  transacts  its  business  on  principles  of  com- 
mercial honor.  Known  in  underwriting  circles  as  "  The 
Old  Hartford."  because  the  pioneer  and  leader  of  all  the 
Insurance  enterprises  of  the  wealthy  city  where  it  is 
located.  OlTers  indemnity  second  to  none  in  the  world. 
Fair  dealing,  prudent  management,  honest  and  conserva- 
tive practices  have  been  the  great  elements  of  its  success 
during  a  career  of  sixty-one  years.  Thirteen  millions  of 
losses  paid  tell  the  value  of  the  indemnity  it  has 
furnished.  In  four  weeks  has  adjusted  and  settled, 
dollar  for  dollar,  over  Six  Hundred  Thousand  Dollars  of 
Chicago  losses,  and  continues  the  work  at  the  rate  of 
$20,000  to  $40,000  per  day.  Solid  cash  assets,  after  paying 
all  Chicago  claims  by  late  fire,  $1,500,000,  which,  with  re- 
insurance reserve  already  provided  by  action  of  board 
of  directors,  leaves  total  resource  of  over  Two  Million 
Dollars,  Business  on  terms  as  favorable  as  those  of  any 
institution  granting  equal  advantages  and  security. 
Heywood  &  Flint,  Managers  Pacific  Department,  313 
Drnia  St.,  San  Francisco. 


One  Year  Term  Business  in   Life  Insurance. 

From  Insurance  World. 

The  discourtesy  which  the  editor  of  the 
Journal  of  Insurance  Economics,  exhibited  to- 
ward Actuary  S.  H.  Wolfe,  who  had  contrib- 
uted— doubtless  without  remuneration — an 
article  on  the  subject'of  the  valuation  of  cer- 
tain policies,  has  caused  pretty  general  con- 
demnation to  be  visited  upon  the  offending 
paper  by  other  insurance  journals.  Indeed, 
we  can  recall  nothing  quite  so  unworthy  as 
the  air  of  contemptuous  disdain  which  all  the 
advocates  of  a  system  of  valuing  policies  as 
something  other  than  what  they  are,  have  so 
far  assumed  towards  all  persons,  whether  ob- 
scure or  eminent,  who  have  taken  a  contrary 
view. 

It  is  most  remarkable  the  aspersions  which 
are  cast  upon  all  such  members  of  the  actuar- 
ial profession  who  are  connected  with  state 
departments,  or  with  companies  which  make 
the  first  year  term,  or  who  are  even  so  con- 
nected in  the  capacity  of  consulting  actuaries. 
It  is  asserted  of  all  of  these  that  they  must 
necessarily  be  influenced  and  prejudiced  by 
their  connections,  and  that,  therefore,  their 
views  are  not  worthy  of  consideration.  In- 
cluded in  this  condemnation  are  Shepard 
Homans  and  W.  D.  Whiting,  now  both  de- 
ceased; David  Parks  Fackler,  Wm.  O.  Gould, 
Walter  S.  Nichols,  George  W.  Sanders, 
Thomas  B.  Macaulay,  now  president  of  the 
Actuarial  Society  ;  August  F.  Harvey,  Major 
J.  J.  Brinkerhoff,  of  the  Illinois  department; 
John  A.  Paterson,  of  the  New  York  depart- 
ment; S.  H.  Wolfe  and  M.  M.  Dawson.  Be- 
cause Emory  McClintock,  actuary  of  the  Mu- 
tual Life,  of  New  York,  could  not  be  included 


in  this  catagory,  an  effort  is  being  made  to 
make  him  out  to  favor  the  other  view.  While 
he  openly  favors  on'e  year  term  valuation  as 
applied  to  ordinary  life  policies,  whether  writ- 
ten on  one  year  term  or  not,  he  expresses  the 
opinion  that  he  would  be  unable  to  construe 
the  existing  law  so  as  to  permit  such  valu- 
ation. 

Now,  all  there  is  of  merit  in  this  insulting 
contention  that  all  persons  who  are  not  con- 
nected with  companies  that  do  not  make  the 
first  year  term,  are  necessarily  prejudiced  in 
favor  of  that  system  of  valuation,  is  this,  viz., 
these  actuaries  have  been  brought  face  to  face 
with  the  problems  of  new  and  small  compan- 
ies under  existing  conditions  of  high  commis- 
sions and  first  year's  expenses.  No  consulting 
actuary,  for  instance,  who  is  called  upon  to 
devise  plans  for  a  new  or  small  company,  could 
without  being  guilty  of  a  most  unscientific 
and  unreasonable  act  recommend  that  com- 
pany to  begin  or  continue  business  on  the 
basis  of  putting  up  a  reserve  the  first  year  on 
ordinary  life  policies.  If  the  actuaries  who 
are  now  connected  with  companies  that  do 
not  make  the  first  year  term,  were  to 
change  their  relations  so  that  they  were  giv- 
ing counsel  to  new  or  small  companies,  they 
would  inevitably  find  it  necessary  to  resort  to 
one  year  term.  The  only  alternative  would 
be  to  recommend  the  companies  lo  go  out  of 
existence. 

Nearly  every  actuary  who  is  connected  with 
a  company  which  does  not  make  the  first  year 
term,  is,  like  Mr.  McClintock,  at  heart  con- 
verted to  the  view  that  there  ought  to  be  a 
reform  of  the  system  of  valuation  and  that  a 
larger  provision  ought  to  be  made  for  ex- 
penses the  first  year.  Many  of  these  actuar- 
ies would  recommend  their  own  companies  to 
make  the  first  year  term  if  they  dared.  They 
are  restrained  mainly  by  three  considerations : 
First,  that  it  would  be  by  some  considered  a 
confession  of  weakness ;  second,  that  by  re- 
ducing the  surrender  values  and  by  calling  at- 
tention to  the  large  expenses  the  first  year,  it 
would  put  them  at  a  disadvantage  in  competi- 
tion ;  and,  third,  that  they  harbor  two  delu- 
sions, one  of  which  is  that  the  first  year's  ex- 
penses might  soon  be  reduced,  and  the  other 
of  which  is  that  they  would  benefit  if  com- 
panies which  are  still  smaller  and  weaker 
were  driven  out  of  the  business. 

Some  of  the  advocates  of  a  reversal  of  the 
ruling  of  the  insurance  department  about  the 
valuation  of  these  policies,  have  openly  stated 
that  in  their  opinion,  it  was  doubtful  whether 
it  is  desirable   to   have   new  companies,   and 
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Protect  Your  Customers    \  Protect  Yourself 


By  giving  them  Continental 
Safety  Fund  Policies. 

Secured  by  net  suiiplus  of  over 
four  millions  of  dollars. 

Important  advantage  of  inspec- 
tion by  experienced  menV 

Prompt  attention  to  adjust- 
ments ensured  by  Organized 
force  of  traveling  men  neces- 
sitated by  the  Company's 
large  business. 

Forty-two  millions  of  doUai's 
paid  for  losses  since  organi- 
zation, and  neai'ly  hfty  years- 
of  business,  al-e  guarantees 
of  fail- treatment., 

I'vei'y  honest  loss  claimant 
paid  one  hundred  ctsnts.on 
the  dollar. 

No  Overhead 

Writing 


By  i-epresenting  the  Conti- 
nental. ■*" 

l>oeS  not  write- over  the  heads 
of  its  agents. 

Hastio  ''Anqexes. " 

Ste£^dfastly  protects  its  loyal 
agents!  against  dishonest  oi- 
unfair  practices. 

Will  make  a  commission  ar- 
rangement, sharing  with  you 
the  profits  of  your  agency. 

Liberally  furnishes  timely  ad- 
vertising matter. 

(lives  ypU  the  privilege  of 
writing  Tornado   Insurance. 

.    Has  a  fixed  policy  and, is  not 

a  ■•fair  weather"  friend;  that 

is,   does    not    withdraw,  -  as 

"many    companies    do,    when 

local  rate  wars  occur. 

Protects  Its 
Loyal  Agents 


Contmental  Fire  Ins.  Co. 

ContinentaF  Building,   New  York. 
Rialto  Building,  Chicago,  Illinois. 


D.  W.   GRAVES,  Special  Agent  for  California, 

PC.  Box  2536  SAN  FRANCISCO,  Cal. 

F.   P.  WILSON,  Special  Agent, 

P.  6.  Box  920,  LOS  ANGELES,  Cal. 

W.   A.   WILLIAMS,  Special  Agent, 

For  Washington,  Oregon  and  Idaho,  P.  O.  Box  750,  PORTLAND,  Ore. 


F.   H.   RHOADS,  Special  Agent, 

For  Colorado,  Wyoming.  Utah,  New  flexico  and  Hontana. 
P.O.Box   1432,  DENVER,  Colo. 
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that  it  was  clearly  within  their  purpose  to 
establish  a  monopoly  in  the  hands  of  the  larg- 
er existing  companies.  Concerning  this  we 
have  to  say  that  such  a  monopoly  cannot  be 
established  for  the  reason  that  so  long  as  the 
enterprise  of  the  people  is  prevented  from  ex- 
hibiting itself  in  the  establishment  of  new 
regular  companies,  it  will  continually  appear 
in  the  foundation  of  assessment  companies 
and  fraternities.  In  addition  to  this,  it  is  un- 
questionable whether  it  would  be  a  direct 
benefit  to  the  existing  companies,  no  matter 
how  large  or  how  strong.  If  the  system  of 
valuation  were  altered  tocoi'respond  with  the 
facts,  it  would  enable  them  to  show  larger 
surpluses,  and  in  cases  where  they  declare 
annual  dividends,  it  would  make  their  divi- 
dends larger  and  more  satisfactory.  In  the 
cases  of  stock  companies  particularly,  it  would 
be  exceeding  advantageous. 


Commissionef  Stevens  of   Michigan    on    Fire 
Insurance. 

The  so-called  Western  Union,  an  association 
of  about  one-half  of  the  companies  doing  busi- 
ness in  this  state,  adopted  in  the  fall  of  1899 
the  so-called  graded  commission  rule,  where- 
by the  members  of  the  Union  were  allowed  to 
pay  graded  commissions  of  15,  20  and  25  per 
cent,  to  their  agents  on  condition  that  the 
agent  should  represent  only  union  companies. 
A  number  of  complaints  were  made  to  this  de- 
partment regarding  this  so-called  separation 
movement,  but  after  submitting  the  matter 
to  the  attorney-general  and  conferring  with 
him,  I  became  satisfied  that  the  companies 
were  violating  no  laws  of  this  state.  I  think 
that  organizations,  both  local  and  general,  are 
necessary  to  the  proper  and  just  establishment 
and  maintenance  of  fire  insurance  rates  for 
the  reduction  of  the  fire  waste  to  the  mini- 
mum, and  for  the  rigid  enforcing  of  proper 
rules  and  regulations  that  govern  those  ele- 
ments that  together  enter  into  and  better  the 
moral  and  physical  hazard. 

INSURANCE     "monopoly"     OR    "TRUST"     IS     IM- 
POSSIBLE. 

The  insurance  business  cannot  in  its  nature 
be  placed  upon  the  same  plane,  as  other  com- 
modities and  have  its  prices  regulated  bylaws 
of  supply  and  demand.  An  insurance  monop- 
oly or  trust  is  impossible  by  reason  of  the  pub- 
licity of  the  business  of  insurance  companies, 
as  shown  in  the  annual  statements  published 
by  the  insurance  departments  and  the  exami- 
nations made  from  tine  to  time  by  the  various 
insurance  officials,  and  also  by  reason  of  the 


mobility  with  which  capital  can  enter  and  re- 
tire from  the  insurance  field.  The  price  of 
insurance  must  be  regulated  by  experience 
and  proper  classification  of  all  the  elements 
that  enter  into  the  hazard.  If  these  rates 
could  be  public  and  every  element  that  enters 
into  the  making  of  the  rate  upon  each  risk 
could  be  printed  and  as  generally  understood 
as  it  is  in  life  insurance,  uniform  rates  would 
be  demanded  for  each  class  of  rates  as  much 
asin  life  insurance,  and  instead  of  laws  against 
tariff  associations,  laws  providing  and  requir- 
ing something  that  would  establish  rates  up- 
on a  clear  basis  understood  by  everyone  with- 
out discrimination,  would  be  upon  our  statute 
books. 

A    BLESSING    TO   THE    COMMUNITY. 

The  experience  of  any  one  company  is  worth- 
less for  the  pui'pose  of  rate  making,  except  as 
it  is  combined  and  classified  with  others.  In- 
spections, improvements  and  many  other 
things  that  should  be  considered  in  the  mak- 
ing of  a  rate  can  only  be  done  thoroughly  by 
association,  both  of  the  local  agents  and  the 
company.  I  believe  when  the  people  thorough- 
ly understand  the  objects,  methods  and  bene- 
ficial results  of  these  organizations,  there  will 
be  less  unreasoning  prejudice  and  bogie  cry  of 
"trust"  against  insurance  companies  result- 
ing in  anti-compact  and  valued  policy  laws 
and  more  of  a  feeling  of  fairness  toward  them 
and  a  co-operation  with  them  in  lessening  the 
ravages  of  fire  that  destroys  millions  of 
property  annually. 

An  association  of  business  that  brings  a 
manufacturing  plant  to  a  city  is  looked  upon 
as  a  blessing  to  the  community.  How  much 
more  of  a  blessing  is  an  association  of  agents 
or  companies  that  requires  sprinklers,  watch- 
men, care,  or  improvements  in  fire  protection 
that  prevents  the  utter  destruction  of  a  vast 
amount  of  property  and  saves  manufacturing 
establishments  and  plenty  of  business  con- 
cerns in  every  city  in  the  country  to  the  com- 
munity. 

OPPOSED    TO  ANTI-COMPACT    AND    VALUED   POLICY 
LAWS. 

I  sincerely  hope  that  there  will  be  no  laws 
placed  upon  the  statute  books  of  this  state 
that  will  create  prejudice  between  the  com- 
panies and  the  people  and  compelling  a  back- 
ward step  in  "the  prevention  of  fire  waste,  or 
that  will  place  a  reward  on  the  dishonesty  and 
crime  of  the  incendiary  instead  of  for  the 
criminal  and  firebug.  Several  of  the  states 
have  a  socalled  valued  policy  law  and  there 
have  been  several  ineffective  attempts  to  pass 
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one  in  Michig-an.  They  have  failed  in  the 
past  and  I  hope  will  fail  in  the  future. 

Rates  are  low  in  this  state  at  present,  but 
if  the  people  wish  to  keep  them  so  they  can 
not  do  it  by  offering  an  incentive  for  instead 
of  a  preventive  of  fires.  At  present  rates  on 
dwelling  houses,  if  one  man  in  four  hundred 
could  get  his  house  over-insured  and  by  either 
his  carlessness  or  his  crime  desti-oy  it  by  fire, 
it  would  double  the  rates  upon  such  buildings 
under  a  valued  policy  law.  Such  a-law  places 
the  property  of  every  honest  man  in  peril  from 
the  moral  hazard  of  the  over-insured  property 
of  the  schemer  and  incendiary  actuated  by 
cupidity,  or  of  the  thoughtless  man  who  is 
careless  of  his  neighbor's  property  because  he 
is  amply  protected  and  can  sell  out  at  profit 
to  the  insurance  company. 

Laws  should  never  make  the  destruction  of 
property  valuable  to  the  destroyer.  Far  better 
make  the  conviction  of  the  incendiary  of  his 
crime  so  certain  or  the  investigation  of  fires 
so  thorough  that  carelessness  itself  will  not 
be  either  pleasant  or  pi-ofitable. 


Amusing    Story    of    the     Builders    Insurance 
Company  of  San  Francisco. 

Three  Chapters  from  History. 
From  The  Coast  Review,  December,  1873. 
Fire  insurance  has  a  history  on  this  coast. 
This  is  no  jest ;  it  nas  a  history  which,  though 
short,  speaks  volumes  to  undervvx-iters. 
There  may  be  moi'e  than  three  chapters  in 
this  history;  but  then  we  can  only  give  this 
number  now.  All  men  like  history— espec- 
ially history  of  an  interesting  and  instructive 
nature.  The  history  we  are  going  to  give  is 
of  this  kind.  It  is  spicy,  pointed,  and  im- 
mortal history— at  least,  its  immortality  will 
exist  as  long  as  fire  underwriting  exists.  It 
will  serve  to  point  a  moi'al  or  adorn  a  tale — or 
both,  as  the  reader  may  fancy. 
Chapteu  I. 
The  Buildei's  Insurance  Company  was  or- 
ganized by  the  patriot  Mooney,  because  the 
poor  people  were  being  imposed  upon  by  the 
bloated  corporations  who  were  fattening  upon 
the  hard-earned  moneys  wrung  from  them  in 
the  shape  of  premiums.  Mr.  Mooney  knew 
it  required  nopast  knowledgeof  underwriting, 
no  experience  to  "run"  an  insurance  com- 
panJ^  Those  whothought  that  statistics  were 
of  any  value,  were  "old  fogies."  Insurance 
business  was  a  game  of  chance;  and  all  de- 
pended on  luck,  anyhow.  So  Mr.  Mooney,  for 
a  year  or  two,  did  a  magnificent  business;  con- 


servative companies  saw  their  policies  being 
exchanged  for  the  Builders,  and  feared  that 
the  Builders  was  to'be  the  great  coming  insur- 
ance corporation  of  the  coast ;  everywhere  its 
policies  were  sougbt  for,  because  they  were 
"cheap."  Dividends  were  paid  to  stockhold- 
ers regularly  for  the  first  year  or  two. 
Monthly  statements  were  paraded  in  the 
daily  papers,  of  the  following  tenor: 

Premium.s  for  the  month  of $10,000 

Losses 2,000 

Net  Gain $  8,000 

All  of  which  we  hope  is  satisfactory  to  our  friends 
and  the  insuring  public. 

THOMAS  MOONEY,  President. 

But  alas  for  "cheap  insurance  !"  the  second 
year  began  to  show  the  inevitable  cost  of 
underwriting;  a  sufiflciency  of  premium  to 
meet  the  hazard  had  not  been  received.  The 
outgo  for  losses  was  greater  than  he  could 
bear;  and  when  the  test  came,  the  commis- 
sioner found  the  Builders  Insurance  Company 
with  total  assets  of  $78,011.27,  and  $8,539,- 
599.83  at  risk — the  liability  thereon,  being 
$189,831.65. 

3I()raf^"Cheap  insurance"  won't  pay. 
Chapter  II. 

About  eighteen  months  after  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Builders  Insurance  Company,  some 
one  wrote  a  scathing  article  on  it,  in  which  its 
condition  was  dissected,  and  its  insolvency 
clearly  proven.  This  article  was  published  in 
the  Spirit  of  the  Times,  and  it  charged  that 
the  Builders  had  no  reinsurance  fund.  Mr. 
Mooney  became  very  much  offended  at  this 
unwarrantable  interference  with  his  affairs, 
and  unjust  strictures — as  he  styled  it — upon 
his  company.  So  he  called  a  meeting  at  Piatt's 
Hall  for  the  purpose  of  defending  his  course  in 
connection  with  the  Builders,  and  of  explain- 
ing to  the  people  "what  insurance  meant." 
His  description  of  the  origin  of  the  company 
was,  in  brief,  as  follows : 

"From  the  Building  and  Loan  Society 
(Mooney's  Bank)  emanated  the  Builders  In- 
surance Company.  It  grew  out  of  the  former 
society  as  an  absolute  necessity.  Oftentimes 
we  could  not  get  a  house  insured,  for  the  con- 
struction of  which  wehad  advanced  our  money. 
Existing  insurance  companies  failed  to  meet 
what  we  might  term  our  own  requirements — 
the  wants  of  our  stockholders — and  hence  we 
turned  around  to  see  what  we  could  do  for  our- 
selves in  tills  line.  At  this  time  the  insurance 
premiums  on  buildings  which  we  had  helped 
to  erect,  amounted  to  one  thousand  dollars  per 
month ;  and  that  seemed  to  us  too  large  a  sum 
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to  pay  for  risks  taken  upon  property  from  which 
but  a  small  tax,  comparativelj',  was  returned 
to  us.  This  induced  us  to  form  an  insurance 
company.  We  first  drew  upon  our  own  re- 
sources to  inaugurate  the  enterprise,  and  then 
w-e  went  outside  and  asked  the  public  to  buy 
and  hold  stock  in  the  undertaking:.  Our  plan 
was  very  simple ;  we  proposed  a  considerable  re- 
duction in  the  rates  of  i7isu7-ance,  and  a  more 
equitable  mode  of  settling  losses.  *  *  *  They 
ask  us  where  our  reinsurance  fund  is.  What 
do  we  want  with  a  reinsurance  fund  ?  If  Tom 
Jones  pays  me  a  premium,  what  does  he  pay  it 
for  ?  Is  it  that  I  may  cai-ry  it  over  to  some 
other  company  and  get  them  to  carry  his  risk  ? 
No,  my  friends;  he  pays  it  to  me  to  get  me  to 
carry  his  risk,  and  no  reinsurance  fund  is 
needed." 

Such  was  Mooney's  idea  of  insurance.  Note 
the  result:  On  the  37th  of  June,  1868,  follow- 
ing, the  commissioner,  Hon.  Geo.  W.  Mowe, 
made  an  examination  of  the  company's  aifairs, 
and  in  the  Alta  of  June  30th,  following,  he 
said  :  "I  hereby  announce  to  the  public  that  I 
have  found  the  said  Builders  Insurance  Com- 
pany to  be  insolvent,  within  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  insurance  laws  of  Cali- 
fornia." 

Moral — Companies  are  requested  by  law  to 
keep  a  reinsurance  fund ;  and  if  they  would 
keep  this  and  remain  solvent,  they  must  not 
pay  out  all  their  surplus  in  dividends  and 
write  at  reduced  rates. 

Chaptek  III. 

July  4th,  1867,  was  celebrated  in  grand  style 
by  the  people  of  San  Francisco.  The  most 
conspicuous  part  of  the  procession  on  that  day 
was  Mooney's  "triumphal  car,"  preceded  by  a 
band  of  music,  playing  "See!  the  Conquering 
Hero  Comes,"  and  followed  by  numerous  bug- 
gies, from  which  streamed  banners,  bearing 
the  inscription,  "Builders  Ins.  Co."  The 
Morning  Call,  of  July  6th,  1867,  gives  the  fol- 
lowing description  of  this  event: 

Builders  Insurance  Company.— The  Builders 
Insurance  Company  presented  a  most  imposing 
limb  of  the  great  procession,  consisting  of  at  le.ist 
twenty  employees,  seated  in  as  many  buggies. 
Their  triumphal  car,  having  the  bust  of  General 
Washington  in  front,  studded  all  around  with  mot- 
toes, and  surmounted  withpictures  emblematical  of 
Union,  Industry,  and  Progress,  was  a  tasteful  and 
remarkable  construction.  Some  of  the  mottoes 
weredeeply  suggestive;  as,  for  instance,  "Labor  is 
Capital"— which  is  a  great  truth,  but  little  under- 
stood. The  assertion  on  the  car,  "We  save  You 
Half  a  Million  a  Year,"  is  disputed  by  some  of  the 
other  companies ;  but,  without  entering  into  that 


question,  it  is  admitted,  on  all  hands,  that  since 
the  Builders  Insurance  Company  commenced  opera- 
tions, some  six  or  eight  months  ago,  the  rate  of  in- 
surance premiums  has  considerably  diminished  in 
this  state — perhaps,  to  speak  moderately,  at  least 
one-fhird—vfhich,  of  course,  is  a  saving  of  as  much 
to  the  pockets  of  the  people;  but  that  which  is  of 
most  striking  importance  is  the  "Address"  which 
they  scattered  from  their  triumphal  car  to  the  thou- 
sands on  the  sidewalk,  and  which,  for  the  singular- 
ity of  its  composition,  we  present  to  our  readers: 

ADDRESS— FOURTH  OF  JULY,    1S67. 

2'o  the  Industrial  Portion  of  the  People  of  Call' 
fornia.—Fellow  Citizens:  The  founders  of  the  Build- 
ers Insurance  Company  would  speak  home  truths  to 
you  to-day.  We  have  done  you  substantial  ser- 
vice, and  are  thereby  qualified  to  offer  you  advice. 
There  is  a  political  struggle  approaching  in  which 
you  toiling  people  will  have  more  at  stake  than  the 
wealthy.  A  veil  of  delusion  overhangs  your  vision. 
Issues  are  presented  to  you  which  are  of  no  more 
substantial  interest  to  you  than  the  Issues  prevail- 
ing in  Japan.  Men  make  their  love  for  the  glorious 
Republic  their  qualification  for  office—for  trust  and 
for  salaries.  This  is  a  spurious  pretense.  We  all 
love  this  glorious  Republic,  and  no  thanks  to  us  for 
that.  Living  on  the  people,  on  the  strength  of  our 
•'love  for  the  Union,"  is  about  played  out.  We 
must  demand  from  the  men  who  are  to  be  our  law- 
makers and  our  public  servants  something  more 
than  a  profession  of  their  love  for  the  Republic. 
We  must  demand  from  themprinciples,  and  pledges 
to  abate  abuses,  diminish  taxes,  develop  employ- 
ment, encourage  manufactures,  oppose  coolies,  lead 
industrial  enterprise,  diminish  the  hours  of  labor, 
increase  the  comforts  of  the  industrious,  discour- 
age land-grabbers,  give  a  tenure  in  the  land  to 
those  who  will  settle  on  and  cultivate  it,  protect 
the  miner  and  mechanic,  encourage  white  immigra- 
tion, assist  the  farmers  to  open  roads,  and  increase 
facilities  of  intercourse  to  markets. 

•'These  are  among  the  things  the  people  require 
to  be  done  by  their  public  servants;  but  how  pre- 
cious few  of  the  public  candidates  refer  at  all  to 
these  important  works.  The  sum  and  substance  of 
their  pretentious  qualifications  consist  in  the  very 
important  fact  of  their  having  voted,  some  three 
years  ago,  for  the  late  Mr.  Lincoln,  or  for  General 
McClellan  !  These  tests  are  the  merest  delusions 
—mere  vapor.  The  real  questions  are  dodged.  The 
real  questions,  and  the  main  questions  for  the 
toiling  men  of  California,  are;  Shall  we  pay  two 
dollars  taxes  to  the  Federal  Government  at  Wash- 
ington for  thejone  dollar  paid  by  the  citizens  of  any 
other  state  in  the  Union?  Shall  we  surrender  this 
fair  country  to  a  horde  of  Asiatic  infidels,  whose 
leprous  contact  is  death  to  our  civilization  and  in- 
dependence ?  Shall  we  work  two  hours  a  day  more 
than  is  necessary  in  order  to  support  a  swarm  of 
loafers  who  are  employed,  under  one  pretense  or 
another,  as  "public  servants"— one  set  of  them  col- 
lecting "revenue,"  and  another  set  of  them  spend" 
ing  it !  the  whole  of  them  living  on  the  sweat  of  the 
toilers— whom  the  toilers  can  very  well  do  without  ? 
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"Now  the  candidates  for  public  honors  and  public 
trusts  In  California  don't  touch  on  these  topics  at 
all— Not  they  !  They  raise  up  different  issues,  dif- 
ferent isms,  to  blind  your  eyes,  O  toilers  ! 

"Our  advice  to  you,  industrious  bees  1  is  to  open 
your  eyes  to  your  true  condition.  Let  labor  at 
length  and  at  last  come  to  the  front ;  let  it  be  prop- 
erly organized ;  let  it  be  sober,  let  it  be  orderly,  let 
it  be  patient.  With  those  endowments,  there  is  no 
office  in  the  state  which  labor  may  not  till. 

"Law-making  and  legislation  have  been  run  into 
the  ground.  We  have  had  too  many  law-makers 
and  too  many  laws — too  much  talking  and  too  much 
tinkering  with  the  laws  ;  so  that  no  man  is  now  sure 
what  laws  shall  be  in  force  a  year  hence.  Toilers  ! 
put  an  end  to  this.  Try,  for  once,  what  the  sons  of 
labor  can  do.  Try,  for  once,  to  do  without  log-roll" 
ing,  wire-pulling,  swapping  votes,  and  secret  brib" 
ery .  Let  us  have  a  man  of  toil,  from  each  trade,  to 
represent  the  city  in  the  legislature.  Let  us  have 
an  honest  farmer,  taken  from  the  plow,  like  Cincin- 
natus,  to  All  the  governor's  chair.  Place  within  his 
horny  bands  the  scepter  of  authority,  and  sustain 
him  in  braving  the  dangers  and  defeats  of  a  polit- 
ical encounter.  Even  if  defeated  now,  your  great 
cause  will  remain  untarnished  by  abasement,  un- 
subdued by  defeat,  to  triumph  in  the  end. 

This  is  the  unbought  advice  to  you  of  the  man- 
agers of  the  Builders  Insurance  Company,  who  will 
stand  by  your  order  and  your  interests  to  the  last. 

San  Francisco,  July  4th,  1867." 

Result — Failure  of  the  company,  and  serious 
loss  to  the  patrons  thereof  in  less  than  twelve 
months  from  that  date. 

Moj-aJ— Put  not  your  faith  in  the  manage- 
ment of  institutions  which,  like  the  Builders 
Insurance  Company,  are  run  by  men  who  have 
had  no  experience,  and  which  seek  to  set  aside 
the  well  known  rules  that  govern  insurance, 
and  the  established  rates  which  the  exper- 
ience of  half  a  century  has  shown  to  be  none 
too  high.  Beware  of  one  who  blows  his  own 
horn. 

A  Feathered  Incendiary. 

An  incendiary  fire  in  a  San  Francisco  lum- 
ber yard  was  nipped  in  the  bud  by  a  watchful 
police  officer  on  Friday,  June  23.  After  extin- 
guishing the  fire  the  officer  began  an  inves- 
tigation into  the  origin  thereof,  first  remov- 
ing some  lumber  to  search  for  lurking  embers. 
While  thus  engaged  he  came  across  the  re- 
mains of  a  bird's  nest  in  which  several 
charred  matches  were  embedded.  This  dis- 
covery satisfied  the  officer  and  those  present 
that  the  incendiary  wore  a  coat  of  feathers. 
The  tomtit  or  dodo  incendiary  is  supposed  to 
be  still  at  large.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however, 
that  hereafter  hisfeathership  will  select  only 
the  best  grade  of  safety  matches  when  build- 
ing a  nursery  for  his  progeny. 


Insurance  That  Does  Not  Insure. 

MUTUAL    FIRE   INSURANCE. 

A  few  years  ago  there  ran  over  the  country, 
like  an  epidemic,  a  wave  of  enthusiasm  for 
assessment  life,  accident  and  "bond"  or 
"endowment"  insurance.  The,  principles  of 
legitimate,  time-tried  insurance  were  rid- 
iculed. Thousands  of  assessments  sprang 
into  existence  and  flourished  like  mushrooms. 
A  mere  handful  survive. 

It  is  significant  that  mutual  fire  insurance, 
which  has  been  an  almost  universal  failure, 
is  supported  by  similar  fallacious  and  mislead- 
ing arguments.  We  hear  of  cheapness,  of  low 
expense,  and  of  the  handsome  reserve  funds 
in  the  pockets  of  the  well-to-do  members — 
pockets,  by  the  way,  which,  in  the  day  of 
trouble,  open  only,  if  at  all,  at  the  bidding  of 
the  courts. 

In  the  early  career  of  these  schemes  they  of 
course  incurred  low  claim  ratios,  and  were 
able  to  boast  of  a  low  cost;  but  with  increas- 
ing years,  the  normal  loss  average  was 
reached  and  passed.  And  then  they  failed — 
by  the  hundred. 

Mutual  fire  insurance  associations — if  not 
unusually  unfortunate — have  the  same  seem- 
ingly favorable  loss  experience  in  the  first 
few  mouths.  The  increasing  unearned  pre- 
miums and  the  essential  variation  of  the  burn- 
ing experience  are  not  taken  into  considera- 
tion. Like  the  assessmenters,  the  mutuals 
"point  with  pride"  to  their  low  loss  ratios. 
But  their  pride  goes  before  a  fall.  Extraor- 
dinary losses  suddenly  occur,  double  assess- 
ments are  levied,  the  trembling  officials  pick 
flaws  in  the  claims,  the  claimants  sue  the 
societies,  the  managers  sue  the  members, 
everybody  shirks  obligations  which  seem  too 
heavy,  and  finally  the  sheriff  takes  possession 
of  the  office,  and  a  receiver  is  appointed.  And 
the  receiver,  who  is  never  a  philanthropist, 
makes  it  decidedly  unpleasant  for  the  solvent 
members,  in  the  courts,  for  ten  or  fifteen  j'ears. 

The  lesson  of  the  failure  of  the  California 
Farmers  mutual  seems  to  have  been  forgotten. 
The  receiver  sued  the  members  for  small 
amounts,  as  successive  claims  were  allowed, 
and  thereby  heaped  up  costs  and  feathered 
his  own  beautiful  nest,  at  the  expense  of  the 
foolish  farmers  who  believed  in  mutual  fire 
insurance. 

Insurance  company,  contracting  to  pay  its 
agent  commissions  on  premiums  paid  on  insur- 
ance written  by  him,  held  not  authorized,  for 
consideration    to  purchase    the    surrender  of 
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such  policj',  so  as  to  defeat  plaintiff's  right  to 
commission. 

First  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Vancouver  Island 
Board, 

At  the  recent  annual  meeting  of  the  Van- 
couver Island  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters,  in 
Victoria,  B.  C,  offlcei's  were  elected  as  fol- 
lows: H.  M.  Grahame,  president;  Robert  S. 
Day,  vice-president;  secretarj--treasurer,  J. 
G.  Elliott  (re-elected). 

It  was  resolved  that  mining  plants  be 
brought  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  board 
by  July  1. 

Mr.  Heisterman's  motion  to  make  a  basis 
rate  of  150  on  farm  barns  and  stables  when 
located  within  100  yards  of  the  dwelling  was 
lost  by  a  vote  of  9  to  11. 

A  rent  clause  was  adopted,  providing  that 
insurance  on  rent  is  recoverable  only  in  the 
event  of  the  said  building  being  damaged  or 
destroyed  by  fire  so  as  to  render  the  same  un- 
tenantable; the  insurance  to  cover  the  rent 
for  the  period  n-ecessary  for  reinstatement, 
not  exceeding  one  year. 

Secretary  Elliott,  referring  to  I'atings, 
said :  "The  change  from  Book  3  to  4  will  prob- 
ably cause  some  friction,  though,  as  in  the 
past,  if  agents  will  strictly  maintain  rates, 
the  business  will  be  placed  on  a  better  foot- 
ing." It  appears  that  the  basis  rate  pre- 
scribed under  this  tariff  for  dwellings  was 
not  adopted.  The  basis  rate  of  dwellings  is 
one  per  cent.  The  maximum  rate  on  range  of 
dwellings  exposed  by  dwellings  only  is  four 
percent. 

Sawmills. — A  copy  of  this  schedule  with 
deficiencies  not  chargeable  struck  out,  must 
accompany  each  application. 

SAWMILL  SCHEDULE,  FOR   NON-SPEC  I  ALLY    RATED 

MILLS. 
Mill B.C. 

Basis.  Steam  dry  log $4.50 

"  "      wet  log 4.00 

"      water  power 3.25 

Add  for  shingle    roof,  if   protected     by    good 

sprinkler 25 

"      shingle  roof  if  not  so  protected 50 

■'      interior  not  whitewashed  annually.   .     .15 
light  other  than  gas  or  approved  elec- 
tric light 25 

"      no  oil  drip  cups  to  bearings 15 

"      no  casks  filled  with  water  on  roof  12 

feet  apart,  and  no  pails 25 

no  ladder  to  roof 10 

planer  in  mill  or  shed  adjoining     ...      .50 

each  additional  planer       15 

shingle  machine  in  mill  or    shed  ad- 
joining   50 


"      feeders,  no  drop 30 

'■      feeders,  not  solid  iron 15 

"       boilers  in  "D"  class  or  frame  mill  or 

frame  shed  adjoining i.oo 

"  boiler  house,  brick  or  stone,  metal  roof, 
communicating  with  mill,  no  fire- 
proof doors  25 

iron    stack    through    above    class    of 

metal  roof 10 

"      boiler  house,  brick  or  stone,  but  not 

communicating  with  mill 05 

"       iron  stack  through  metal  roof  as  above    .10 
'■      shingle  roof  to  boiler  house  with  stack 

through 1.00 

"       no  spark  arrester  to  metal  stack,  when 

roof  is  shingle  or  wood 20 

1.  •■       not  8  feet  space  between  boiler  and  roof    .10 
'•       exhaust  into  iron  stack 25 

2.  "      openrefuseburnerwithin2oofeetof mill  i.oo 
•'       no  screen  or  arrester  to  burner 25 

no  town  water  works  supply 50 

no  "  •'  but  having 
steam  pumps  with  a  capacity  to  throw 
a  i-ineh  stream  to  mill  or  boiler 
house,  with  sufficient  hose  to  reach 
any  part  of  mill 35 

not  having  town  water  worlds  supply, 
but  having  pump  as  above  in  'B" 
engine  or  boiler  house 15 

no  watchman  with  watch  clock  ....      .25 

1.  Note  —This  charge  is  not  to  be  made  if  roof 
is  entirely  of  iron  and  boiler  house  detached  from 
mill. 

2.  Note —Any  burner  will  be  considered  open 
unless  it  is  enclosed  on  all  sides  by  an  incombus- 
tible structure,  the  height  of  which  is  not  less 
than  twice  the  diameter  of  the  burner. 

agent's  certificate. 

1  hereby  certify  that  the  deficiency  charges 
struck  out  in  the  above  schedule  are  not  charge- 
able as  "deficiencies"  in  the mill, 

and  that  therefore  the  tariff  rate  is  .  .   .    .percent 


Universal  Mercantile  Schedule. — At  a 
meeting  of  the  Association  of  Local  Fire  In- 
surance Agents  for  Colorado,  Wyoming  and 
New  Mexico,  held  last  Fall  at  Denver,  a 
resolution  containing  the  following  was 
unanimously  adopted:  "Our  experience  in 
using  the  Universal  Mercantile  Schedule  in 
Denver  is  a  complete  endorsement  of  that 
most  intelligent  method,  it  having  reduced 
to  the  minimum  a  less  intelligent  competition 
and  probably  prevented  a  complete  demor- 
alization of  rates.  It  has  prompted  improve- 
ments in  the  physical  hazard  and  materially 
reduced  the  loss  ratio.  It  has  fortified  the 
agents  with  intelligent  arguments  in  support 
of  the  rates  obtained,  and  prevented  the  in- 
surer from  pleadin.g  discrimination,  largely 
removing  the  belief  that  the  companies  pur- 
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sued  the  methods  of  commercial  combinations 
and  trusts.  We  believe  that  the  best  inter- 
ests of  our  profession  would  be  promoted  bj' 
the  extension  of  a  proper  schedule  system 
universally." 


North  German  Fire  Insurance  Company. 

A  very  fine  exhibit  is  made  by  the 
North  German  Fire  Insurance  Company. 
Passing-  over  the  home  office  statement  of 
two  and  a  half  millions  of  capital  and 
accumulations,  and  taking  up  the  more 
material  United  States  branch  statement, 
we  find  that  the  company  gained  in  re- 
insurance reserve,  amount  at  risk  and 
premium  income  last  year,  incurred  a  loss 
ratio  ten  points  less  than  the  general 
average  for  the  country,  and  made  a  nice 
little  underwriting  profit. 

The  gain  last  year,  in  premiums,  was 
remarkable,  being  from  $472,075  to  $604,- 
098.  Five  years  ago  the  American  pre- 
miums were  only  a  quarter  million  an- 
nually. In  the  same  period  the  assets 
have  nearlj'  doubled. 

The  total  assets  of  the  American  depart- 
ment of  the  North  German  now  amount 
to  $734, 323,  of  which  $258,359  is  clear 
surplus. 

But  we  get  the  best  aspect  of  affairs 
when  we  turn  to  the  Pacific  department, 
under  the  management  of  Walter  Speyer, 
which  had  a  loss  ratio  of  only  27  per  cent, 
last  year,  and  only  32  the  previous  year. 
The  Coast  premiums  amounted  to  $159,- 
484:  and  though  Coast  premiums  alto- 
gether fell  oft"  a  million  or  one -sixth,  the 
North  German's  fell  off  only  a  trifle,  or 
less  than  3  per  cent.,  thus  making  a  much 
better  showing  than  the  average  com- 
pany. 

The  North  German's  United  States  de- 
partment was  recently  subjected  to  a 
thorough  examination  by  the  Nebraska 
insurance  department.  Examiner  John 
M.  Gilchrist  repoi-ts  that  the  annual  state- 
ment was  verified  in  every  particular. 
He  compliments  the  company  all  round, 
and  says  that  the  system  of  accounting  is 
admirable  and  the  general  method  of  con- 
ducting the  company's  business  in  this 
country  is  not  excelled. 


Manager  Milton  Dargan. 

The  new  manager-  of  the  consolidated 
Eastern  and  Southern  departments  of  the 
Lancashire  Ins.  Co.  is  a  prominent  South- 
ern fire  underwriter.  He  has  had  both  an 
office  and  a  field  experience.  Mr.  Dargan 
is  a  native  of  South  Carolina  and  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis. 
At  the  age  of  21  he  began  his  insurance 
work  as  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  Dargan 
&  Trezevant,  at  Dallas,  Texas.  In  Jan- 
uary, 1894,  he  was  appointed  manager  of 
the  Southern  department  of  the  Lanca- 
shire, at  Atlanta,  Ga.  He  was  in  line  for 
due  promotion. 

Edward  Litchfield. 
A  most  genial  and  successful  fire  under- 
writer is  Edward  Litchfield,  who  recently 
resigned  the  management  of  the  Eastern 
department  of  the  Lancashire  Ins.  Co. 
He  is  a  native  of  Jamaica  and  was 
educated  in  England.  Since  1864  he  has 
been  engaged  in  fire  insurance  work.  Mr. 
Litchfield  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1880,  as  assistant  manager  of  the  Amer- 
ican department  of  the  Lancashire;  four 
years  later  he  became  manager.  On  the 
reorganization  of  the  company's  busi- 
ness, in  1893,  he  was  appointed  manager 
of  the  new  Eastern  department.  In  re- 
tiring, on  the  consolidation  of  the  two 
departments,  the  company  fittingly  recog- 
nized Mr.  Litchfield's  long  and  faithful 
services. 

The  "sour  apple  tree"  is  not  for  the 
Hon.  Jeff  Davis  of  Arkansas,  who  has 
been  nominated  for  governor  of  Arkan- 
sas, where  a  nomination  by  his  party  is 
equivalent  to  an  election.  Davis  as  attor- 
ney-general icade  a  lot  of  trouble  for  the 
insurance  companies,  though  they  beat 
him  in  the  courts.  He  is  rabid  anti-cor- 
poration and  anti-everything,  and  as 
governor  will  be  the  admiration  and  envy 
of  McNall  of  Kansas. 


A  SPEAKER  at  the  late  meeting  of  the 
FLi-e  Underwriters  Association  of  the 
Pacific  took  a  shot  at  the  non-board  com- 
panies for  refusing  to  contribute  to  board 
expenses  though  sharing  in   board    ben- 
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efits.  There  is  much  reason  for  this 
view;  but  it  occurs  to  us  that  these  com- 
panies are  not  more  reprehensible,  cer- 
tainly not  meaner,  than  those  board  com- 
panies which  share  in  the  Vjenefits  of  the 
services  of  the  legitimate  insurance  press 
without  contributing  a  cent  of  advei'tis- 
ing  patronage  to  its  support. 


The  California  Farmers  Insurance    Company. 

A       CALIFORNIA      FIRE      MUTUAL       THAT 
FAILED. 

A  brief  review  of  the  history  of  this 
notorious  California  "farmers"  mutual 
seems  timely.  Interested  parties,  officials 
or  would-be  officials,  are  trying  hard  to 
create  interest  and  confidence  in  mutual 
fire  insurance  in  this  Pacific  Western 
field. 

The  California  Farmers  Insurance  Com- 
pany began  business  in  October,  1874,  on 
the  mutual  plan.  A  viniform  rate  of  two 
per  cent,  was  charged,  with  the  reserved 
right  to  levy  assessments  for  any  defi- 
ciency. But  even  then,  with  wealthy 
farmers  galore  who  had  '  'get-at-able  prop- 
erty, "  the  "strong"  Farmers  Ins.  Co. 
failed  with  a  sickening  thud. 

Half  of  the  premium  was  payable  in 
cash,  with  a  note  for  the  remainder.  The 
note  was  alleged  to  be  merely  for  form's 
sake.  As  losses  were  small  and  expenses 
were  light,  the  remainder  of  the  premium 
would  of  course  never  be  required.  That 
is  the  way  the  mutual  people  talked  a 
quarter  of  a  century  ago — and  they  talk 
in  the  same  silly,  lying  way  now. 

The  tacit  understanding  was  that  the 
premium  notes  should  never  mature  un- 
less extraordinai-y  and  improbable  losses 
should  be  incurred.  Three  thousand 
farmers,  hoodwinked,  and  tempted  by  an 
attractive  offer  of  cheap  insurance,  act- 
ually signed  these  notes  and  agreed  to 
submit  to  assessments  if  necessary. 

The  California  Farmers  was  a  veritable 
"bucket-shop"  company.  The  most  of 
the  business  was  written  for  terms  rang- 
ing from  three  to  five  years.  All  sorts 
of  risks  "turned  down"  by  legitimate 
companies  were   freely    written    by    the 


Farmers.  Excessive  commissions  were 
paid,  and  special  rebates  were  allowed  the 
"insured." 

Trouble  came  soon.  The  "surplus" 
disappeared.  The  premiums,  covering 
liabilities  several  years  ahead,  were  mis- 
appropriated by  the  management  with 
monthly  regularity,  and  the  books  were 
falsified  systematically.  A  little  over 
four  years  after  organization  the  Cali- 
fornia Farmers  ceased  to  do  business. 

The  receiver  brought  over  five  hun- 
dred suits  against  California  farmers,  to 
compel  the  payment  of  special  assess- 
ments. This  litigation,  for  small  sums, 
compelled  the  defendants  to  come  to  San 
Francisco,  and  was  therefore  doubly  ex- 
pensive and  annoying. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  California 
Farmers  Ins.  Co.  until  the  final  judgment 
against  policyholders  the  expenses  of 
management  were  75  cents  on  the  dollar. 
The  entire  record  of  this  Califoimia  farm- 
ers' mutual  was  one  of  presumptions  ignor- 
ance, audacious  dishonesty,  and  criminal 
recklessness. 

No  sensible  farmer  familiar  with  the 
soi'ry  record  of  the  California  Farmers 
will  ever  become  a  member  of  a  fire  mu- 
tual. We  need  not  prove  to  him,  fur- 
ther, as  shown  in  statistics  printed  in 
the  April  Coast  Review,  that  the 
stock  companies  have  for  many  years 
paid  more  for  fire  losses  and  ex- 
penses on  counti-y,  town  and  farm  busi- 
ness in  California  than  they  have  received 
in  premiums  on  same.  Nor  need  we  tell 
this  well  informed  farmer  that  the  mutual 
fire  company  statistics,  paraded  by  inter- 
ested farmers'  mutual  advocates,  are 
"cooked"  and  misleading,  and  often  in- 
clude factory  mutual  figures.  The  record 
of  the  California  Farmers  Ins.  Co.  is  suffi- 
cient to  condemn  all  farmers'  mutuals. 


The  suggestion  of  a  contemporary  that 
any  loss  under  say  a  thousand  dollars  on 
a  large  risk  should  be  covered  by  a  single 
policy  seems  worthy  of  attention.  Think 
of  fifty  or  a  hundred  companies  being 
obliged  to  adjust  and  pay  a  proportionate 
sum  on  a  hundred  dollar  loss. 
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The  Largest  Endowment  Ever  Paid. 

CLEVER  ANNOUNCEMENT  OF   THE   EQUIT- 
ABLE LIFE  ASSURANCE  SOCIETY. 

Perhaps  the  best  life  insurance  adver- 
tisement ever  printed — certainly  one  never 
excelled — is  that  which  appears  on  the 
opposite  page  on  a  colored  page  insert. 

'•The  Largest  Endowment  Ever  Paid!" 
That  attracts  attention.  Not  'far  below, 
in  black  type,  are  the  three  options  which 
awaited  the  holder  of  the  maturing  en- 
dowment policy  in  the  Equitable  Life  As- 
surance Society.  The  particulars,  briefly 
stated,  are  well  worth  the  reading. 
George  Gooderham  of  Toronto  took  out 
an  endowment  policy  for  $100,000  in  the 
Equitable  fifteen  years  ago.  for  which  he 
has  paid  $125,730  in  premiums,  all  told, 
and  has  been  insured  for  a  tenth  of  a  mil- 
lion meantime.  He  was  paid  $150,847  in 
cash,  which  he  says  was  $15,000  moi-e 
than  the  cash  returns  on  a  similar  policy 
in  another  company. 

Mr.  Gooderham  says  he  has  always 
been  a  strong  advocate  of  endowment  in- 
surance, and  has  been  carrying  $400,000 
these  fifteen  years. 


''Insurance  Companies  Want  the  Earth." 

PLAIN     LANGUAGE     OF      A      BRITISH      COLUMBIAN 
EDITOR. 

The  editoi-  of  the  Ledge,  of  New  Den- 
ver, B.  C,  is  a  man  of  strong  opinions 
forcibly  expressed.  He  reminds  us  of  the 
scholarly  and  eloquent  Dennis  Kearny  in 
his  palmy  days.  Let  the  reader  judge 
for  himself  from  the  following  extract 
from  the  Ledge  of  June  14: 

''The  insurance  companies  doing  business  in 
New  Denver  evidently  want  the  earth,  judg- 
ing from  the  way  that  they  have  recently 
raised  the  rates.  They  have  never  lost  a 
dollar  in  the  town,  and  the  public  should  can- 
cel their  policies.  Better  be  burned  out  and 
trust  to  a  relief  fund  than  allow  any  pot- 
bellied corporation  to  play  the  cinch.  To  hell 
with  such  institutions.  They  are  better 
there  than  attempting  to  suck  the  monetary 
blood  out  of  small  mining  camps." 


the  Orient  has  long  been  a  picturesque 
figure  in  American  fire  undei'writing.  He 
will  be  missed.  Who  has  not  enjoyed  his 
views  on  foreign  companies?  Is  it  the 
irony  of  fate  that  a  foreign  company  had 
a  surplus  line  contract  with  the  Orient, 
and  that  another  foreigner  bought  the 
company?  But  men's  views  change, 
rightfully  too.  We  recall  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Whiting  formerly  favored  "educa- 
ting the  public,"  and  that  in  his  later 
years  he  has  ridiculed  the  idea.  We  are 
sure,  however,  that  he  has  nevei-  gone  to 
the  length  that  the  famous  railroad 
president  did. 


The  veteran  ex-President  Whiting  of 


It  is  ESTIMATED  that  there  are  about 
500, 000  people  in  the  United  States  depend- 
ent upon  the  industi-y  of  insurance.  And 
of  all  this  community  pr-obably  not  one 
in  a  thousand  owns  a  dollar  of  stock  in  an 
insurance  company. 

Eire  .  insurance  constitutes  the  most 
complex  industrial  outgrowth  of  modern 
civilization.  It  is  embodied  strife— com- 
petition. 

The  available  supply  of  fire  indemnity 
is  exhaustless,  and  can  never  be  cornered 
or  controlled  through  trusts,  pools,  com- 
pacts, or  agreements. 

Insurance  is  the  only  prominent  in- 
dustry exclusively  under  the  control  of 
the  individual  states  of  the  Union. 

Fire  insurance  is  the  only  branch  of 
insurance  which  attempts  to  make  a 
specific  rate  for  every  risk. 

Experience  has  shown  that  the  business 
of  a  single  company,  even  for  the  entire 
continent  and  for  long  periods  of  time,  is 
too  limited  to  establish  reliable  averages. 

In  the  absence  of  tarilTs  there  would  be 
no  inducement  to  make  improvements, 
and  the  insecurity  of  the  community  from 
fires  would  be  correspondingly  increased. 

In  theaters,  hotets.  department  stores, 
and  other  large  buildings  where  humanity 
congregates,  the  tariff  exerts  a  constant 
and  potent  influence  in  making  life  and 
limb  more  safe. — Rationale  of  Fire  Rates. 

Annuity  insui-ance  is  going  to  make 
immense  gains  in  America. 


The  Largest 

ENDOWMENT  EVER  PAID. 

Fifteen  years  ago  Mr.  George  Gooderham,  of 
Toronto,  took  out  15-Year  Endowment  Policy  No. 
289,421  for  $100,000,  in  the  Equitable  Life  Assurance 
Society  of  the  United  States,  paying  an  annual  premium 
of  $8,382.  Now  his  policy  has  matured  and  shows  the 
following  results: 

1.  Cash,        =        =        =        $150,847 

2.  Paid=up  Assurance,  210,000 

3.  Annuity  for  Life,    =  20,320 

At  the  same  time  Mr.  Gooderham  took  out  a  policy  of  the 
same  kind  for  the  same  amount  and  with  the  same  premi- 
um in  another  company;  the  cash  return  on  which  was  $15,= 
000  less  than  on  the  Equitable  policy. 

Here  is  what  Mr.  Gooderham  says  of  his  results: 

"  I  have  always  been  a  strong  advocate  of  Kndowment  Insur-  " 
"  ance,  and  about  the  time  I  took  your  polic}^  for  ^100,000  I  " 
"  placed  ^400,000  of  Endowment  policies  on  my  life  in  eight  " 
"  dijBferent  companies.  Of  this  amount  $3 10,000  has  already  " 
"  matured.  I  have  lived  to  see  the  result  and  to  know  what  " 
"  it  means." 

**  These  results  realized  by  the  Equitable  are  larg^er  and  more  satis-  ** 
**  factory  than  any  result  ever  realized  by  me  on  any  of  my  policies  ** 
**  which  have  matured  to  date*  I  may  say  that  they  are  quite  staisfac-  ** 
**  tory^  and  that  no  company  has  ever  done  so  well  for  me.'* 

—Strongest  in  the  World— 

THE  EQUITABLE 

Life  Assurance  Society  of  the  United  States. 

Every  Policy  Protected  by  $61, 000, 000  of  Surplus. 


Energetic  and  ambitious  men  of  character  and  integrity  who  desire  to 
represent  the  Society  are  requested  to  address  QAQE  E.  TARBELL,  2d 
Vice-Prest.,  at  the  Home  Office,  120  B'way,  N.  V. 
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The  Venturesome  Craft. 

Can  it  be  possible  that  anybody  connected 
with  the  Weekly  Statement  is  somebody  con- 
nected with  the  Insurance  Record  ? 

The  Underwriters  Review  of  Des  Moines, 
la.,  is  a  semi-monthly  which  prints  news  and 
otherwise  justifies  its  existence.  It  seems 
to  be  a  clean  sheet,  without  a  club  in  sight. 
We  hope  it  is  thriving  as  it  merits.  The 
subscription  price  is  only  $3  a  year,  which  is 
too  low  for  a  good  insurance  paper. 

The  St.  Paul-Minneapolis  Underwriter  fills 
a  long-felt  want.  Its  proprietor,  feeling  the 
need  of  money,  had  the  consideration  to  em- 
bai'k  his  craft  where  he  was  sure  there  would 
be  no  collision.  He  finds  beautiful  sailing,  or 
sliding,  for  it  is  an  ice-boat.  It  is  to  his 
credit  that  so  far  he  has  stolen  no  thunder, 
borrowed  no  tables,  issued  no  charts,  and 
printed  no  legal  digest.  We  fear  he  is  too 
good  to  live. 

The  Investigator  is  proud  of  Chicago  and  its 
winds  and  sky-scrapers,  and  enjoys  a  scrape 
itself.  It  is  worth  more  in  foreign  countries 
than  in  America,  and  the  subscription  price  is 
therefore  two  dollars  more.  The  paper  ap- 
pears weekly  and  is  good  enough  to  be  wel- 
comed oftener.  We  are  under  the  impression, 
however,  that  the  Mutual  Admiration  Soci- 
ety does  not  include  the  editor  on  its  roll  of 
membership. 

This  is  pleasant  pastime,  this  writing  com- 
plimentarj'  filling  about  our  exchanges. 
Here  are  two  unique  exchanges  of  com- 
plementary colors.  To  think  of  the  one  is  to 
recall  the  other — the  Insurance  &  Commercial 
Magazine  and  the  Insurance  Field.  The 
former  has  always  pointed  the  way  to  easy 
success,  and  is  therefore  to  be  credited  with 
the  existence  of  many  of  the  later  insurance 
journals.  The  Kentuckian  has  made  under- 
writers his  everlasting  debtors  by  preferring 
their  support  as  the  editor  of  a  weekly  rather 
than  as  the  editor  of  the  insurance  depart- 
ment of  a  daily  paper  of  large  circulation. 

A  RjEPORTER  from  a  San  Francisco  daily 
interviewed  a  San  Francisco  manager  re- 
cently, on  an  important  piece  of  news.  It  was 
too  soon  to  speak  authoritatively,  but  the 
little  that  was  known  was  willingly  related, 
with  the  suggestion  that  on  the  following 
day  more  would  be  known,  and  that  the  re- 
porter had  better  wait.  "If  Idol  will  get 
left,"  he  replied.  Next  day  the  paper  ap. 
peared,   with   a  half  column   article  making 


the  manager  say  a  great  deal  more  than  he 
did  say.  The  reporter,  however,  had  made  a 
readable  article  and  had  earned  his  day's 
stipend,  which,  from  his  point  of  view,  was 
more  important  than  the  printing  of  the  mere 
truth. 

It  may  have  been  Dean  Swift,  or  Sheridan, 
or  other  ancient  worthy,  who  said  of  a  book 
that  he  would  give  five  pounds  if  he  had  never 
read  it,  and  then  explained  that  it  was  worth 
that  sum  to  be  able  to  read  it  for  the  first 
time.  The  old  story  is  not  a  chestnut  to  the 
editor  of  Insui'ance  Press. 

The  palm  of  brilliancy  and  profundity  in 
insurance  journalism  must  be  awarded  to 
either  Col.  Livingston  or  Col.  Alson  Old  — 
both  Transcendental  Bohemians,  humorous, 
and  erudite  as  regards  insurance  and  the 
Thingness  of  the  Was.  What,  indeed,  in  all 
literature  can  be  more  enjoyable  than  these 
extracts  from  a  single  issue  of  the  Blue  and 
Gold  ?  Not  excepting  Col.  Old's  recommenda- 
tion that  local  fire  agents  be  paid  only  5  per 
cent,  commission.    Fail  not  to  read  these 

GEMS   FROM    A   CONTEMPORARY. 

The  reduced  mortality  among  females  compared 
to  males  insured,  proves  the  plans  of  no  discrim- 
ination against  insuring  women,  who  are  scientif- 
ically sound,  and  entitled  to  confidence  of  the 
public. 

That  is  a  profession  almost  impossible  to  hold, 
for  the  reason  the  success  of  young,  intelligent 
women,  is  soon  to  attain  with  the  men  the  un- 
attainable. 

Self-interest  shows  all  valued  policy  laws  pre- 
vent losses,  as  it  makes  the  insured  more  careful 
that  the  value  of  the  property  shall  be  more  than 
the  insurance;  therefore  as  a  rule,  no  such  incen- 
diarism exists. 

In  the  case  of  idle  capital  all  the  savings  banks, 
pawn  shops  and  distress  of  the  poor  from  day  to 
day,  forces  those  trust  institutions  to  misrepresent 
by  loss  of  interest  to  deceive  the  poor. 

He  cannot  fail  if  economically  managed. 

All  admit  that  all  honest  lire  underwriters 
should  hang  together  by  reduction  of  rates  to 
value  of  property  33  per  cent.,  or  "they  will  all 
hang  separately,"  politically. 

No  anti-rebate  laws  are  allowable  in  Virginia  in 
fire  insurance ;  inpayment  of  losses  under  thirty 
days  by  the  adjuster.  All  agents  are  peremp 
torily  and  duly  licensed  in  all  fire  insurance. 

Just  think  of  it  and  weep !  There  is  no  in- 
surance journal  between  San  Francisco  and 
Denver,  and  none  in  Portland  nor  Los 
Angeles. 
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The  p.  I.  of  Philadelphia  also  thinks — San 
Francisco  is  an  Eastern  city,  having  organized 
an  "Oriental"  compan}'. 

Seventeen  years  ago  there  were  Hine  of 
the  Monitor,  Hayden  of  the  Weekh^  Under- 
writer, Aldrich  of  the  Western  Underwriter, 
Edwards  of  the  Coast  Review.     All  are  gone. 

We  are  all  undone.  The  Western  Union  is 
about  to  issue  a  monthly  insurance  journal,  at 
10  cents  a  j'ear,  which  the  committee  thinks 
is  about  the  right  price.  Any  agent  refusing 
to  subscribe  will  be  fired. 

The  Boston  Wonder,  the  M.  J.  of  I.  E., 
made  a  bad  break  in  its  treatment  of  Actuary 
Wolfe's  letter  on  one  year  term  life  insur- 
ance. And  the  world  is  still  waiting  for  Mr. 
Putnam  to  name  the  distinguished  actuaries 
who  are  opposed  to  the  first  year  term 
reserve. 

The  Argus  and  Insurance  Post,  two  fine 
semi-monthlies,  supplement  the  Chicago  dail- 
ies' insurance  news  columns,  and  are  engaged 
in  a  friendly  rivalry  in  the  free  publication  of 
some  of  the  best  portraits  which  have  adorned 
the  insurance  press.  We  could  not  choose  be- 
tween these  papers,  for  usefulness  and  inter- 
est. 

Rough  Notes  of  Indianapolis  has  fought  its 
way  to  a  worthy  place  in  weekl}^  insurance 
journalism.  But  here  is  a  table  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati premium  receipts  without  a  total  of 
anj'  kind ;  and  thus  we  are  left  on  the 
ragged  edge  of  curiosity  as  to  the  Cincinnati 
premiums  and  the  proportion  received  by  the 
foreigners.  Our  excellent  contemporary  is 
strong  on  the  two  D's — digests  and  desks. 

Judging  from  "rumors"  and  "criticisms"  of 
non-advertisers,  the  new  Insurance  Field  is 
having  a  hai'd  time.  The  "colonel"  would 
better  restrict  his  talents  to  the  chestnut 
business.  Isn't  it  about  time  for  another 
essay  reproving  fire  underwriters  for  paying 
locals  more  than  5  per  cent,  commission  for 
renewals  ? 


Acfcnow^Iedgments. 

From  Jas.  R.  B.  Van  Cleave,  Insurance 
Report,  state  of  Illinois,  1900. 

Prom  Francis  Hendricks,  Insurance  Report, 
state  of  New  York,  1900. 

How  to  Buy  Life  Insurance,  fourth  edition, 
1900,  is  at  hand  from  the  author,  J.  H.  Lewis, 
Denver,  Colo.  The  book  contains  325  pages, 
gives  explanation  of  systems  of  insurance,  the 


essentials  to  be  considered  in  selecting  a  com- 
pany, and  a  digest  of  policies  in  which  the 
rights  of  the  companies  and  policyholders  are 
arranged  for  ready  comparison.     Price  $1.50. 

The  Argus  Comparative  Chart  for  1900. 

The  eighteenth  annual  report  state  of  Colo- 
rado, for  which  Deputy  Superintendent  H.  H. 
Eddy  has  our  thanks. 

The  thirty-second  annual  report  state  of 
Illinois,  life,  casualty,  etc.,  is  at  hand  fi-om 
the  office  of  Commissioner  Jas.  R.  B.  Van 
Cleave. 

Pocket  Chart  of  Co-operative  and  Fraternal 
Associations:  sixteenth  j^ear  of  publication: 
price  25  cents:  F.  H.  Leavenworth  Pub.  Co., 
Detroit,  Mich. 

The  Indicator  Chart  of  Legal  Reserve  Com- 
panies: twelfth  year  of  publication:  price 
50  cents:  F.  H.  Leavenworth  Pub.  Co., 
Deti-oit,  Mich. 

Insurance  Directory  of  Baltimore,  Washing- 
ton, Maryland,  etc. :  Baltimore  Underwriter, 
publisher.  Price  SI. 00.  Needless  to  add,  a 
very  useful  book,  with  a  field  of  its  own. 

The  twenty-seventh  annual  report,  fire  and 
marine,  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsj'lvania, 
for  the  year  1899  is  just  at  hand.  Commis- 
sioner Durham's  reports  fill  out  a  book  of  934 
pages  this  trip. 

From  C.  C.  Hine's  Sons,  the  Insurance  Law 
Journal  for  May.  This  number  contains  the 
decision  of  the  United  States  circuit  court  of 
appeals  in  the  case  of  McMaster  v.  New  York 
Life  Ins.  Co. 

Standard  Universal  Schedule  for  Rating 
Mercantile  Risks:  bj' F.  C.  Moore,  chairman 
Universal  Schedule  Committee,  46  Cedar 
street.  New  York.  Copies  may  be  had  at 
cost,  50  cents. 

Secretarj'  J.  J.  Briukerhoff,  Springfield, 
111.,  favors  us  with  a  copy  of  the  Proceedings  of 
the  Thirtieth  Annual  Convention  of  Insur- 
ance Commissioners.  The  convention  meets 
this  year  in  Hartford. 

Insurance  Digest:  Finch-Deitch.  Vol.  12, 
1899.  Rough  Notes  Co.,  Indianapolis.  This 
is  a  volume  of  nearly  500  pages,  thoroughly 
indexed.  It  is  a  standard  woi-k,  well  printed, 
and  sold  at  a  reasonable  price.  The  contents 
embrace  all  decisions  affecting  insurance  com- 
panies or  their  contracts,  in  American  courts 
of  last  resort.  The  book  is  a  valuable  addi- 
tion to  any  insurance  library. 
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Fidelity  &   Deposit   Company   of   Maryland. 

The  resources  of  this  great  suretj'  company, 
March  31,  I'JOO,  as  itemized  and  duly  sworn  to 
by  the  assistant  seci-etary  of  the  company, 
and  attested  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  on  the 
10th  of  May  by  a  notary  public,  make  a  grand 
total  of  $4,817,249.  The  excellent  character  of 
the  investments  of  the  Fidelity  &  Deposit 
Company  is  convincingly  demonstrated  by  a 
comparison  of  the  larger  book  values  with  the 
par  values.  In  only  three  out  of  forty-one 
listed  items  is  the  par  value  less  than  the 
book  value.  The  liabilities  are :  Claims  ad- 
justed, checks  out,  15,049;  claims  in  course  of 
adjustment,  $13,908;  claims  awaiting  proofs, 
$41,635;  reinsurance  reserve,  $657,574.  This 
is  a  total  of  $718,166  liabilities.  The  items 
$249,081  undivided  profits,  $1,850,000  surplus 
and  $1,500,000  capital  balance  the  assets.  The 
entire  exhibit  is  one  of  strength,  good  man- 
agement, and  perfect  security  as  regards 
policyholders.  Frank  L.  Gilbert  is  the  gen- 
eral agent  of  the  Fidelity  &  Deposit  Co.  in 
this  field.     Agents  are  wanted. 


Fighting  Fire  in  Constantinople. 

One  night  I  was  awakened  by  shouts  (says 
a  writer  in  the  Sunday  Sun  of  New  York)  in 
the  street  far  below  the  windows  of  my  room 
in  the  hotel.  The  sky  over  the  Golden  Horn 
reflected  the  brilliant  blood-red  of  a  fire  of  no 
mean  importance.  When  I  leaned  out  a  seeth- 
ing mass  of  flame  became  visible  a  mile  or  so 
away.  Thirty  houses  burned  that  night,  but 
two  thousand  have  been  known  to  go  at  once. 
Below  in  the  street  came  the  rattle  and  rush 
of  fire  apparatus.  One  team  of  horses  was 
awkwardly  managed  and  collided  with  the 
corner  of  the  house.  While  the  bystanders 
attempted  to  disengage  the  wheels,  ran  past, 
silently  and  swiftly  with  surer  foot,  three 
separate  parties  of  six  and  eight  men  each, 
can-ying  fire  pumps  slung  from  poles  reaching 
from  shoulder  to  shoulder.  Like  ghosts  they 
seemed  in  the  shadows  of  the  street,  lighted 
only  by  the  ruby  glare  from  the  skj'  and  the 
rude  lanterns  carried  by  a  runner  in  advance. 
These  men,  outstripping  the  regular  fire 
brigade  in  their  smooth,  even-footed  run,  were 
the  private  fire  fighters.  Upon  their  arrival 
they  calmly  sit  down  to  rest  and  be  hired  by 
excited  tenants  from  buildings  burning  or 
threatened,  and  they  drive  a  close  bargain,  too, 
amid  the  crackling  of  the  flames.  Some  time 
before  this  there  had  been  quite  a  large  fire, 
involving  about  three  hundred  dwellings. 
For  a  while  it  looked  as  though  the  valuable 
property  belonging  to  the  grandmother  of  my 


Greek  friend  Demetriadi  would  have  to  go. 
Demetriadi  and  his  brother-in-law  appealed  to 
a  company  of  these  men,  who  were  composedly 
smoking  their  cigarettes,  waiting  for  an  en- 
gagement. 

"Come,  get  to  work  here  !  How  much  do  you 
want?" 

"Fifty  pounds  at  least,  Effendim." 

"Fifty  pounds!  You're  mad  !  Give  you  ten. 
No?  We'll  see!"  And  Demetriadi  and  his 
relative  grasped  revolvers,  and  at  pistol's 
muzzle,  persuaded  the  independent  beggars 
to  put  their  pump  into  operation,  afterward 
paying  what  they  thought  fair. 

A  few  nights  after  the  first  fire,  another 
occurred  only  a  few  hundred  feet  away  from 
my  hotel.    Three  houses  only  this  time. 

"I  knew  that  they  would  go  soon,"  said  an- 
other English  friend,  the  representative  of 
one  of  the  principal  English  insurance  compan- 
ies. "Why?  Well,  don't  you  see,  they  were 
the  only  wooden  buildings  left  on  the  street." 

But  an  ignorant  policeman  got  himself  into 
trouble  that  night.  He  caught  threemen  red- 
handed,  actually  with  torches  in  their  hands 
setting  tire  to  these  buildings,  and  he  was 
stupid  enough  to  listen  to  no  explanations  and 
to  insist  on  locking  them  up  in  Galata  Serai. 
The  next  morning  they  were  discharged,  per- 
haps with  apologies,  and  the  policeman  was 
taken  to  one  side  and  got  certain  instructions 
for  his  future  guidance.  The  government  will 
insist,  it  is  said,  that  the  burned  buildings 
be  replaced  by  stone  ones,  in  pursuance  of  its 
policy  of  rebuilding  the  city. 

While  on  the  subject  of  fires,  it  is  a  curious 
fact  if  true,  as  asserted  by  my  friends  in 
Constantinople,  that  insurance  premiums  are 
lower  there  than  in  London,  and  the  field  is 
an  unusually  profitable  one  to  the  companies. 
Granting  that  fire  pi'otection  is  inadequate 
and  crude  and  that  serious  fires  are  common, 
they  yet  assert  that  when  placed  by  intelli- 
gent agents,  familiar  with  local  conditions,  the 
business  is  profitable  in  spite  of  the  low  rates 
created  by  the  competition  among  the  British 
and  German  and  other  Continental  compan- 
ies.   

Here  is  a  new  hazard  !  An  Eastern  clergy- 
man says  he  prayed  for  the  destruction  of  a 
brewery,  and  that  his  prayer  was  answered. 
The  brewery  was  struck  by  lightning  and 
burned  to  the  ground.  When  this  beer-fac- 
tory is  rebuilt  with  insurance  money,  it  will 
be  time  for  the  preacher  and  the  underwrit- 
ers to  have  an  understanding. 


Med  ford,  Ore.,  is  to  have  a  new  hose  cart. 
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^Liverpool    &    London    &    Globe    Insurance 
Company. 

The  sixty-fourth  annual  statement  of 
the  Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  shows 
the  possession  of  $55,478,298  assets,  of 
which  colossal  sum  $17,244,355  is  surplus. 
Deducting  the  liabilities  of  the  life  depart- 
ment and  the  amount  due  annuitants, 
we  have  left  the  great  sum  of  $24,147,269 
as  the  gross  fire  assets  of  this  company. 
The  surplus  as  regards  the  holders  of  the 
Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe's  fire  pol- 
icies is  three-fourths  of  these  many 
millions. 

The  business  of  the  fire  department  was 
increased  during  the  year,  but  the  com- 
pany suffered  its  share  of  the  ccfmmon 
bad  underwriting  experience  of  1899.  The 
loss  ratio  was  65.8  per  cent,  as  compai^ed 
with  57.3  the  year  before.  The  United 
States,  where  the  destruction  by  fire  was 
the  greatest  ever  known,  was  responsible 
for  this  unusual  loss  ratio.  The  business 
of  the  company  elsewhere  in  the  world 
resulted  in  the  moderate  loss  ratio  of  only 
55  per  cent. 

The  total  fire  premium  income  was 
$7,545,191;  total  income  of  the  fire  depart- 
ment, $8,524,420.  The  income  of  the  fire 
department  has  been  very  steadily  main- 
tained, for  many  years,  up  in  the  eight 
millions.  There  are,  of  course,  inevitable 
variations  in  a  company  of  this  size. 

The  income  of  the  United  States  branch 
has  exceeded  five  millions  for  a  number 
of  years.  During  the  past  decade  every 
year  has  yielded  a  large  underwriting 
profit,  except  1899.  The  average  prem- 
ium income  has  exceeded  five  millions. 

The  Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  has 
$9,427,328  invested  in  this  country.  The 
surplus  over  liabilities  of  the  American 
department  is  $4,651,277.  The  amount  at 
risk  is  $844,161,429— from  Maine  to  Cali- 
fornia, from  the  Great  Lakes  to  the  Gulf. 

Turning  to  the  record  of  the  Pacific 
department,  as  set  forth  in  the  Coast  Re- 
view Chart,  we  find  a  bright  and  cheery 
spot  in  the  company's  American  record 
for  1899.  Of  the  $314,111  premiums,  only 
$144,249,  or  46  per  cent.,  was  required   to 


pay  losses  incurred.  This  leaves  a  hand- 
some balance  on  the  year's  transactions  in 
this  field.  This  company  stands  at  the 
head  of  foreign  companies  in  premiums 
in  the  Pacific  West,  including  Colorado 
and  Utah. 

The  Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  was 
a  pioneer  in  this  field.  The  Pacific  de- 
partment was  established  in  1852,  and 
this  fact,  as  well  as  the  resources  and 
reputation  of  the  company,  has  contrib- 
uted to  the  large  volume  and  superior 
character  of  the  company's  extended  busi- 
ness in  the  Pacific  field.  The  well  known 
underwriters,  Chas.  D.  Haven,  resident 
secretary,  and  C.  Mason  Kinne,  assistant 
secretary,  are  in  charge  of  the  company's 
affairs  on  this  Coast.  Mr.  Haven  is  also 
president  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Under- 
writers of  the  Pacific. 


Wildcats  With  Lairs  in  Chicago. 

Superintendent  Van  Cleave  of  the  Illinois 
insurance  department  x-efers  as  follows  to  a 
few  prowlers: 

"During  the  year  suits  have  been  begun 
against  a  number  of  individuals  for  represent- 
ing and  undertaking  to  transact  business  for 
the  London  Fire  Office,  London,  England ;  the 
Columbia  Insurance  Company  of  Chicago,  and 
the  Mercantile  Fire  Insurance  Company  of 
Chicago.  Proceedings  have  also  been  in- 
stituted and  are  now  pending  to  annul  the 
special  charters  granted  bj'  the  legislature 
years  ago  for  the  organization  of  the  Colum- 
bian Insurance  Companj'  of  Chicago,  the  Cit- 
izens Insurance  Company  of  Chicago,  the 
Northwestern  Fire  Insurance  Company  of 
Chicago,  and  the  Mercantile  Fire  Insurance 
Company  of  Chicago.  These  charters  have 
long  lain  in  disuse,  and  have  suffered  cause  of 
forfeiture  for  uon  use  under  the  statute,  but 
certain  enterprising  insurance  adventurers 
have  recently  undertaken  to  revive  them  and 
exploit  schemes  of  pseudo  insurance.  In  the 
interest  of  legitimate  insurance,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  insuring  public  and  to  carry  out 
the  manifest  purpose  of  the  law  the  superin- 
tendent considered  it  his  duty  to  interpose 
and  prevent  the  consummation  of  these 
schemes." 

Nevek!  Never!— Spare  the  rod  and  spoil 
the  child.  Would  you  allow  your  love  for  the 
child  in  that  way  to  gx'ovv  up  and  kill  its 
mother? — Blue  &  Gold. 
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The  Agreement  of  J  900. 

Perhaps  uo  eveut  in  American  fire  under- 
writing excels  in  importance  the  recent  gen- 
eral conference  in  New  York  city.  At  the 
risk  of  using  a  hackneyed  phrase,  we  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  there  is  a  crisis  in  the 
affairs  of  fire  insurance  companies  in  the 
United  States.  Losses  have  been  vei'y  large 
— normal  or  abnormal,  as  you  choose  to  look  at 
them — large  compared  with  recent  years,  or 
small  compared  with  the  expanding  business 
of  the  country. 

The  companies  have  been  losing  money — 
they  have  been  selling  insurance  at  less  than 
cost.  Something  must  be  done — if  claimants 
are  to  be  paid  in  full. 

The  Committee  of  Twenty-Seven  have  pre- 
pared an  agreement,  which  has  been  approved 
at  the  general  conference  recently  held. 
This  agreement  will  be  submitted  for  sig- 
natures, and  will  be  enforced  if  the  required 
number  sign. 

The  agreement  deals  with  monthly  accounts, 
with  credit,  statistics  of  fire  losses,  local 
boards,  rating  by  schedule,  large  cities,  re- 
insurance, schedule  policies,  co-operation  in 
the  adjustment  of  losses,  expenses,  advertis- 
ing, calendars,  agents,  brokerage,  commission, 
co-insurance,  term  rates,  and  rates  generally. 
It  is  even  proposed  to  publish  a  bulletin,  to 
which  we  should  gladly  be  a  subscriber. 

We  abridge  this  agreement,  as  follows: 

ARTICLE  I— RATES. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  of  Super- 
vision to  use  their  influence  to  establish  a  rate 
either  minimum  or  specific  for  all  risks  in  the  terri- 
tory of  this  association  where  not  prohibited  by 
law. 

Minimum  rates  shall  be  applied  only  until  such 
times  as  suitable  schedules  can  be  formulated. 

The  schedules  for  manufacturing  and  mercantile 
risks  at  present  used  shall  be  compared  and 
collated  to  produce  consistent  schedules. 

Schedules  simple  in  character  shall  be  framed 
for  application  to  dwellings,  private  stables, 
schools,  churches,  hospitals  and  such  like  institu' 
tions  adapted  to  the  different  sections  of  the  terri' 
tory. 

An  advance  of  at  least  50  per  cent,  shall  be  made 
for  risks  outside  of  public  fire  protection  over  pro- 
tected risks. 

Term  Rates.— The  writing  of  term  policies  shall 
be  restricted  to  buildings  occupied  for  mercantile 
purposes,  dwellings  and  their  contents,  churches, 
schoolhouses.  hospitals  and  such  like  institutions, 
and  their  contents,  and  shall  not  be  written  at  less 
than  75  per  cent,  of  the  annual  rate  for  each  full 
year  in  excess  of  the  first,  or  pro  rata  of  the  same 
for  any  fraction  thereof;  provided,  however,  that 
this  rule  shall  not  prevent  the  writing  of  perpetual 


policies  in  such  cities  in  which  the  practice  has 
already  been  established  at  rates  which  shall  be 
equivalent  to  those  fixed  for  annual  or  term  insur- 
ance. 

Rate  Changes.— The  committee  shall  frame  key 
rates  in  such  manner  as  to  permit  of  percentage 
advances  by  classes  or  localities  to  meet  unprofit- 
able conditions  over  average  periods  of  time  or 
corresponding  reductions  to  meet  similar  periods 
of  exceptional  prosperity,  so  that  the  rate-making 
machinery  be  not  demoralized  by  such  changes. 

Class  Equalization.— The  committee  shall 
consistently  endeavor  to  place  all  classes  of  risks 
to  an  even  level  of  expected  profit,  so  that  no  class 
or  classes  shall  intentionally  be  allowed  10  rate  on 
a  basis  of  a  greater  expectation  of  profit  than  any 
other. 

Co-lNStTKANCE.- In  order  to  secure  a  uniform  ba- 
sis of  charge,  and  equity  between  policyholders  in 
premium  payments,  the  Committee  of  Supervision  ■ 
shall  formulate  a  clause  embodying  the  principle 
of  co-insurance,  which  shall  take  the  form  of  a 
reduced  rate  clause. 

article  II— commissions. 

In  all  cities  or  towns,  save  such  cities  specially 
excepted,  agents'  remuneration  shall  not  exceed  a 
flat  commission  of  15  per  cent,  on  the  net  premiums 
paid  to  the  company,  with  no  other  compensation, 
either  in  the  form  of  ofQce  rent,  clerk  hire,  solicit- 
ors' fees  or  salary,  or  in  other  ways,  directly  or  in- 
directly. 

Instead  of  such  15  per  cent,  commission  any  sub- 
scriber may  at  his  option  pay  a  flat  commission  of 
10  per  cent,  and  a  contingent  commission  of  15  per 
cent.  [This  is  evidently  a  concession  to  the  Con 
tinental.] 

In  all  cities  specially  excepted  (such  exceptions 
not  to  include  any  city  of  less  than  200,000  popula- 
tion), it  is  agreed  that  the  agents  in  such  cities 
shall  receive  a  rate  of  compensation  not  exceeding 
20  per  cent,  of  their  net  premiums,  inclusive  of 
brokerage— that  is.  gross  premiums,  less  return 
premiums  and  reinsurances  effected  at  the  agency. 
As  an  alternative  to  the  foregoing  they  may  receive 
a  flat  commission  of  15  per  cent,  contingent  com- 
mission. 

Salaried  Agents.— Any  subscriber  may  appoint 
one  salaried  representative  in  any  one  city,  paying 
all  expenses  incident  to  the  carrying  on  of  business, 
but  if  such  appointment  be  made  he  shall  not  be 
permitted  to  act  for  any  other  company  and  shall 
be  under  the  same  restrictions  as  to  brokerage  as 
are  Imposed  on  other  agents.  Any  subscriber  ap- 
pointing a  salaried  agent  in  any  one  town  or  city 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  appoint  another  agent  in  the 
same  place  at  the  rate  of  commission  herein  pro' 
vided,  if  not  otherwise  represented,  but  in  conform- 
ity with  Article  V  of  this  agreement.  The  appoint- 
ment of  an  agent  as  a  salaried  representative,  who 
at  the  time  represents  as  agent  another  subscriber 
or  has  represented  it  during  the  previous  twelve 
months  at  the  place  where  such  appointment  is 
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made,  is  forbidden,  unless  the  conseno  of  such  sub- 
scriber to  such  appointment  has  been  first  obtained. 

ARTICLE  III— BROKERAGE. 

Agents  shall  not  allow  brokerage  in  territory 
governed  by  these  commission  rules  in  excess  of 
10  per  cent.,  which  brokerage  shall  be  paid  out  of 
their  commission. 

No  company  shall  allow  brokerage  of  more  than 
10  per  cent,  on  any  policies  written  under  applica- 
tions received  at  its  head  office,  or  at  any  branch 
or  agency  office. 

ARTICLE    IV— GENERAL    AND     SPECIAL     AGENCIES. 

No  general  or  special  agent  shall  be  maintained 
.     with  powers  or  duties  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  this 
agreement. 

ARTICLE    V— AGENTS    AND    THEIR      RESTRICTIONS. 

An  agent  is  hereby  defined  as  one  holding  the 
commission  of  a  company  and  authorized  to  bind 
risks  thereunder. 

NUMBER  OF  AGENTS.— Deprecating  the  appoint- 
ment of  more  than  one  agent  in  any  town,  village 
or  city  of  100,000  inhabitants  or  less  by  any  com- 
pany or  its  subsidiary  office,  it  is  agreed  that  no 
company  for  itself  or  jointly  with  its  subsidiary 
organization  subscribing  hereto  will  appoint  more 
than  two  agencies,  either  under  commission  or 
salary,  in  any  such  town,  village  or  city  having  a 
population  not  exceeding  100,000  within  the  terri- 
tory covered  by  this  agreement. 

EXPENSES.— Advertising  charges  by  agents  shall 
not  be  allowed.  Calendars  may  be  charged  to  the 
companies  when  authorized,  provided  vouchers 
from  the  printer  for  the  actual  outlay  be  transmit- 
ted with  the  account.  Charges  for  maps  are  per- 
missible if  the  maps  are  the  property  of  the  com- 
pany or  companies,  but  not  otherwise.  Charges  for 
postage  shall  be  for  postage  actually  paid,  but  in 
no  event  shall  they  exceed  five  cents  for  each  policy 
issued  by  the  agent  as  shown  by  the  account  cur- 
rent. Personal  license  fees  of  agents  shall  not  be 
allowed.  Charges  for  expenses  of  local  boards 
shall  in  no  case  be  allowed,  unless  the  local  board 
shall  have  made  and  enforced  a  rule  prohibiting 
the  payment  of  rebates,  and  if  brokerage  be  allowed 
at  all,  of  limiting  such  brokerage  to  not  exceed  10 
per  cent.  No  rent  shall  be  paid  any  local  agent 
for  DESK  room  occupied  by  a  special  agent  unless 
first  approved  by  the  Committee  of  Supervision. 

ARTICLE  VI  —ADJUSTMENT   OF    LOSSES. 

The  Committee  of  Supervision  shall  take  under 
consideration  the  advisability  of  the  adoption  of 
rules  providing  for  co-operation  in  the  adjustment 
of  losses. 

ARTICLE  VII— OBSERVANCE  OF  TARIFF   RATES. 

All  subscribers  shall  observe  in  letter  and  spirit 
for  themselves  and  their  agents  the  tariff  rates  in 
all  places  where  local  board  ratings  are  in  exist- 
ence, except  such  as  may  be  disapproved  by  the 
Committee  of  Supervision,  and  except  where  pro- 
hibited by  legislation.  This  rule  shall  likewise 
apply  to  reinsurance  issued  to  otber  companies 


ARTICLE  VIII— SCHEDULE  POLICIES. 

Schedule  policies,  fexce^t  on  railroad  property, 
including  merchandise  in  transit,  elevators  and 
warehouses,  when  included  in  such  railroad  sched- 
ules, shall  not  be  written  on  any  property  covered 
beyond  the  limits  of  a  single  city  or  county. 

ARTICLE  IX— STATE  ASSOCIATIONS. 

The  subscribers  hereto  pledge  themselves  tosus- 
taiil  and  enforce  the  action  which  may  have  been 
regularly  adopted  by  any  duly  constituted  state  or 
district  association  and  which  have  been  formally 
approved. 

ARTICLE  X— REINSURANCE. 

The  subscribers  agree  that  they  will  not  reinsure 
a  part  or  the  whole  of  the  risks  of  any  company  not 
a  subscriber  to  this  agreement. 

ARTICLE  XI— BULLETIN. 

The  Committee  of  Supervision  shall  provide  for 
the  publication  of  a  bulletin  as  a  means  of  commu- 
nication between  members,  the  contents  of  which 
shall  be  treated  as  strictly  confidential,  and 
communications  appearing  in  the  same  shall  be 
answered  by  each  member  within  forty-eight  hours 
after  receipt  of  same. 

•    ARTICLE  XII— LARGE  CITIES. 

The  Committee  of  Supervision  shall  consider  the 
situation  in  the  cities  which  may  be  excepted 
under  Article  II,  and  in  each  case  shall  frame  rules 
looking  to  the  limitation  of  agencies  on  the  lines  of 
absolute  equality  to  all  companies  and  the  com- 
mittee may  employ  competent  persons  to  visit  such 
cities  as  in  their  judgment  may  require  attention 
and  confer  with  the  agents  resident  therein  with  a 
view  to  the  organization  or  reorganization  of  the 
local  boards  of  such  cities  with  a  limitation  of 
agencies. 

LOCAL  BOARD  RULES  Shall  covcr  the  following 
salient  points: 

Membership  in  any  local  board  shall  be  restrict- 
ed to  one  representative  for  each  company  as  de- 
fined in  Article  V  of  this  agreement.  If  a  company 
shall  have  more  than  one  agent  in  any  one  city  or 
town,  it  shall  decide  which  of  such  agents  shall 
hold  its  voting  power. 

Brokerage,  if  permitted,  shall  not  exceed  10  per 
cent. 
Prohibiting  the  making  of  rebates. 
A  plan  of  rating  or  rerating  by  schedule,  with 
proper  charges  and  deductions,  for  deficiencies  and 
improvements. 

Until  schedules  are  adopted,  minimum  rates  for 
dwellings,  schools,  churches,  public  buildings  and 
other  risks  of  like  hazards  based  on  the  general 
loss  experience  of  the  city  on  these  classes,  respect- 
ively. 

A  rule  providing  that  the  membership  of  the  rat- 
ing committee  of  the  local  board  shall  be  by  rota- 
tion. 

A  rule  providing  for  the  election  of  a  deviation 
committee  and  proper  penalties  for  violation  of  all 
rules  and  rates. 
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A  plan  by  which  the  seci-etary  of  the  board 
or  compact  managers  shall  keep  full  statistics 
of  fire  losses. 

A  rule  by  which  the  local  board  shall  agree  to 
maintain  the  rates  and  rules  of  other  kindred 
organizations. 

Credit.— A  rule  for  the  prompt  payment  of  pre- 
miums on  policies.  The  premium  on  every  policy 
shall  be  due  and  payable  on  the  date  on  which  it 
takes  effect. 

To  limit  the  period  of  credit  which  may  be 
allowed  in  any  case  and  to  facilitate  collections 
by  agents,  each  local  board  shall  adopt  a  regula- 
tion, similar  to  that  known  as  the  "Troy  Rule," 
provided  it  is  not  prohibited  by  the  standard  policy 
of  any  state. 

ARTICLE  XIV— ACCOUNTS. 

Not  later  than  the  10th  day  of  each  month  agents 
shall  render  each  company  represented  by  them  an 
account  setting  forth  all  the  transactions  of  their 
agency  taking  effect  during  the  preceding  month, 
giving  the  number  of  every  policy,  name  of  as- 
sured, amount  of  premiums,  together  with  similar 
particulars  of  every  additional  or  return  pi-emium 
or  "not  taken"  policy,  and  including  commission 
and  such  other  charges  as  they  are  entitled  to 
make :  and  not  later  than  the  25th  day  of  the  same 
month  the  balance  shown  in  said  account  shall  be 
remitted. 

Full  pro  rata  earned  premium  shall  be  charged 
on  every  policy,  unless  returned  as  "not  taken," 
with  the  account  for  the  month  in  which  it  was 
Issued. 

The  cancellation  and  reissue  of  insurance  for  the 
purpose  of  extending  the  time  of  payment  shall  be 
regarded  as  a  violation  of  this  agreement. 


San  Francisco  Electrical  Ordinance. 

Order  No.  267  {Second  Series)— Providing  for  the 
placing  of  electrical  wires,  appliances  and  con- 
struction in  buildings  in  the  city  and  county  of 
San  Francisco. 

The  people  of  the  city  and  county  of  San  Fran- 
cisco do  ordain  as  follows : 

Section  1.  All  electrical  construction,  all 
material  and  all  appliances  used  in  connection 
with  electrical  work,  and  the  operation  of  all 
electrical  apparatus  in  buildings  in  the  city  and 
county  of  San  Francisco  shall  be  in  conformity 
with  the  rules  and  regulations  set  forth  in  what  is 
known  as  the  "National  Electrical  Code,"  being 
rules  and  requirements  for  the  installation  of  elec- 
trical wiring  and  apparatus  for  electric  light,  heat 
and  power,  as  the  same  are  now  established,  and 
the  said  rules  and  regulations,  together  with  any 
amendments  and  changes  made  therein  from  time 
to  time,  are  hereby  adopted  and  approved. 

Sec.  2.  Upon  completion  of  the  wiring  of  any 
building,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  corporation, 
co-partnership  or  individual  doing  the  same  to 
notify  the  superintendent  of  fire  alarm  and  police 
telegraph,  or  the  chief  of  department  of  electricity^ 
who  shall  at  once  inspect  the  same,  and,  if 
approved  by  him,  shall  issue,  a  certificate  of  satis- 


factory inspection,  which  shall  contain  the  date  of 
such  inspection  and  an  outline  of  the  result  of 
such  examination;  nor  shall  cui-rent  be  turned  on 
such  installation  until  said  certificate  be  issued; 
nor  shall  any  change,  alteration  or  extension  be 
made  in  the  wiring  of  any  building  after  inspection 
without  notifying  the  said  superintendent  or  chief, 
and  securing  a  permit  therefor. 

Sec.  3.  Any  corporation,  co-partnership  or  indiv- 
idual who  shall  fail,  neglect  or  refuse  to  comply 
with  the  provisions  of  this  order  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and,  upon  conviction 
thereof,  shall  be  fined  not  more  than  $100,  or 
be  imprisoned  not  more  than  ninety  days,  or  by 
both  such  fine  and  imprisonment. 

Sec.  4.  This  order  shall  take  effect  and  be  in 
force  from  and  after  its  passage. 


Electric  Hazard. 

In  one  of  San  Francisco's  larger  suburban 
towns,  which  prides  itself  on  the  quantity 
and  quality  of  its  church  buildings,  a  rather 
startling  discovery  was  made  recently  in  the 
organ  loft  of  a  pretentious  structure.  The 
oi'gan  bellows  in  the  building  was  operated, 
like  many  another  in  the  larger  churches,  by 
an  electric  motor,  which  received  its  current 
direct  from  a  wire  of  one  of  the  electric  street 
car  companies.  The  apparatus  operating  the 
bellows  was  located  within  the  dry  and  dusty 
oi'gan  itself.  Through  exposure  and  neglect 
the  insulation  on  the  wiring  had  become 
broken  and  scaled  off  in  spots,  leaving  the 
carrying  wire  bare  and  in  good  shape  for  start- 
ing a  destructive  fire  of  the  unknown  origin 
kind.  Alterations  in  the  line  of  safety  have 
been  made,  and  inspectors  have  been  search- 
ing other  pipe  organs  for  similar  labor-saving 
devices.  

The  Hanover  Fire  has  instructed  its  Kan- 
sas agents,  when  writing  on  a  building  but 
not  on  contents,  to  write  opposite  the  enu- 
meration of  contents  the  word  "nothing." 
This  instruction  was  caused  by  a  decision  of 
the  supreme  court  holding  the  company  liable 
on  contents  when  it  had  written  only  on  the 
building. 

"Organizations,  both  local  and  general, 
are  necessary  to  the  proper  and  just  establish- 
ment and  maintenance  of  fire  insurance  rates, 
for  the  reduction  of  the  fire  waste  to  the 
minimum,  and  for  the  rigid  enforcing  of 
proper  rules  and  regulations  that  govern 
those  elements  and  together  enter  into  and 
better  the  moral  and  physical  hazard." — In- 
surance Commissioner  Stevens,  Michigan. 


The  burning  of  Virginia,  Minn.,  cost  the  insur- 
ance companies  $120,000.  Just  suppose  the  little 
town  had  been  insured  in  county  mutuals. 
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The  New  Zealand  Insurance  Company. 

A  STRONG  AND  PROSPEROUS  COMPANY 
WHICH  INCREASED  ITS  ASSETS  AND 
SURPLUS  LAST  YEAR— THE  UNITED 
STATES  BRANCH  MAKES  A  HANDSOME 
SHOWING   OF    SURPLUS. 

The  New  Zealand  Insurance  Company 
of  Auckland,  N.  Z.,  is  the  leading  home 
company  of  Australasia,  and  is  repre- 
sented in  every  part  of  the  globe — in  the 
United  States,  Great  Britain,  Prance, 
India,  Japan,  China,  South  America, 
south  Africa,  etc.  Its  home  office  state- 
ment of  December  31,  1899,  will  bear  the 
most  critical  examination.  The  assets 
have  been  increased,  the  liabilities  have 
been  reduced,  and  the  net  surplus  has  made 
a  gain  of  nearly  a  hundred  thousand ,  The 
financial  condition  of  the  company  is  first 
class. 

The  New  Zealand  has  $2,609,055  cash 
assets,  composed  of  gilt-edged  securities 
and  loans  thereon,  paying  real  estate 
appraised  at  low  figures,  and  money  in 
bank,  etc.  This  company,  by  the  way, 
owns  its  office  building  in  the  center  of 
the  financial  and  insurance  district  of  San 
Francisco. 

The  gross  liabilities,  including  reinsur- 
ance reserve,  leave  a  cash  sui'plus  of 
$1,624,227  as  regards  policyholders.  The 
net  surplus  in  excess  of  liabilities  and  the 
$1,000,000  capital  is  $624,227,  which  is  a 
very  handsome  sum.  These  figures  em- 
phasize the  excellent  security  of  a  New 
Zealand  policy. 

A  strong  feature  of  the  New  Zealand's 
annual  statement,  which  will  not  escape 
notice,  is  the  fact  that  the  capital  sub- 
scribed is  $5,000,000,  of  which  $1,000,000 
is  paid  up  and  the  remaining  $4,000,000 
is  fully  guaranteed.  In  addition  to  the 
cash  and  guaranteed  assets  of  $6,609,055, 
the  law  under  which  the  company  was 
organized  imposes  unlimited  liability  on 
the  stockholders  to  the  extent  of  their 
entire  pi-ivate  fortunes.  These  stock- 
holders are  men  of  wealth  and  promi- 
nence in  the  world  of  capital  and  busi- 
ness. 

Examining  the  company's  fire  depart- 
ment figures  we  find  that  the  loss  experi- 


ence compares  favorably  with  that  of 
other  companies.  The  loss  ratio  was  con- 
siderably lower  than  the  general  average 
as  shown  by  figures  collected  by  this 
journal.  In  the  marine  department, 
which  does  a  large  business,  the  New 
Zealand  was  not  so  foi'tunate.  The  in- 
come, however,  was  largely  in  excess  of 
losses  and  expenses,  and,  as  we  have  al- 
ready stated,  the  liabilities  were  reduced. 
Prom  every  point  of  view,  therefore,  the 
company  makes  a  creditable  exhibit. 

The  United  States  branch  now  files 
a  separate  statement,  showing  $472,674 
of  first-class  assets — government  bonds,, 
cash  and  office  premises,  invested  in 
this  country  for  the  special  protection  of 
American  policyholders.  Of  this  amount, 
$379,503,  or  over  three-fourths,  is  surplus. 
A  deposit  of  $200, 000  in  government  bonds 
has  been  made  with  the  Massachusetts 
state  authorities  and  also  $50,000  govern- 
ment bonds  with  the  state  authorities  of 
Oregon. 

The  New  Zealand  has  been  underwrit- 
ing on  the  Pacific  Coast  for  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  and  has  earned  and  retains  the 
entire  confidence  of  property-owners. 
The  company  has  now  re-entered  a  num- 
ber of  states,  under  the  direction  of 
W.  P.  Thomas,  manager  of  the  United 
States  branch,  with  offices  in  the  com- 
pany's building  at  312  California  sti'eet, 
San  Prancisco. 


Somebody  has  mentioned  the  fact  that 
insurance  companies  are  not  so  particular 
about  the  tenants  of  their  buildings  as 
many  insurance  journals  are  as  to  the 
character  of  their  advertisers.  We  know 
of  one  big  life  company  that  has  for  one 
of  its  principal  tenants  a  palpable  swindle, 
which  is  "touching"  a  good  many  poor 
folks'  pockets.  We  know  of  another  case 
where  the  tenant  of  a  fire  company  was  a 
land  swindler.  In  the  large  Eastern  cities 
the  insurance  buildings  harbor  swindlers 
and  blackmailers.  They  pay  their  rent — 
for  a  time  at  least;  and  no  questions  are 
asked. 

This  is  volume  .58,  No.  1— six  numbers  to 
the  volume — twenty-ninth  year  of  this  old 
"book." 
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NEW  ZEA^LAND 


INSUR. 

Of  AUCKLAND,  New  Zealand, 

SUBSCRIBED    CAPITAL. 


PANY, 

JANUARY  I.  1900. 
$5,000,000  00 


Amount  of  Capital  Stock,  Paid  up  in  Cash,        $1,000,0  00  00 
UNLIMITED    LIABILITY    OF   SHAREHOLDERS. 

Real  Estate  owned  by  Company     $1,264,794  00 

Cash  Market  Value  of  all  Stocks  and  Bonds  owned  by  Company 642,940  00 

Amount  of  Loans  secured  by  pledge  of  Bonds,  Stocks,  Mortgages,  and  other  marketable 

securities  as  collateral 219,450  00 

Cash  in  Company's  Office  and  in  Banks     289,182  00 

Interest  and  Rents  due  and  Accrued 14325  00 

Premiums  in  due  course  of  Collection 164,163  00 

Bills  Receivable,  taken  for  Fire  and  Marine  Risks 4,201  00 


Total  Assets     $2,609,055  00 

Losses  in  process  of  Adjustment  or  In  Suspense $  275.705  00 

Gross  premiums  on  Fire  Risks,  $1,039,247.00;  re-Insurance 519,858  00 

Gross  premiums  on  Marine  Risks,  $178,277.00;  re-insurance 128,831  00 

All  other  demands  Against  the  Company 60,434  00 


Total  Liabilities $984,828  00 

Capital  Paid  up $1,000,000  00 

Net  Surplus 624,227  00 


$2,609,055  00 
SURPLUS   TO    POLICYHOLDERS $1,624,227  00 

Net  Cash  Actually  received  for  Fire  Premiums $    816,468  00 

Net  Cash  Actually  received  for  Marine  Premiums 660.069  00 

Received  for  Rents,  interest  and  dividends 82,864  00 


TOTAL  INCOME $1,559,401  00 

Net  amount  paid  for  Fire  Losses     $ 


Net  amount  paid  tor  Marine  Losses 

Dividends  to  Stockholders 

Paid  for  salaries,  fees,  Commission  or  Brokerage,  etc. 

Paid  for  State,  National,  and  local  taxes 

All  other  payments  and  expenditures 


482,265  00 
553,770  00 
100,000  00 
272,471  00 
36,231  00 
126,532  00 


TOTAL    EXPENDITURES $1,571,269  00 


STATEMENT  OF   UNITED   STATES    BRANCH--January  1,  1900! 
ASSETS,         ....         $472,674  00 
LIABILITIES,    ....  93,1  71  00 

SURPLUS,  .  $379,503  OO 


HAS  BEEN  UNDERWRITING  ON  THE  PACIFIC  COAST  OVER  24  YEARS. 


UNITED    STATES     BRANCH     OFFICE     IN     COMPANY'S     BUILDING, 
312   California   Street,  -  San    Francisco. 

W.    p.   THOMAS,    Manager. 
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High  Water  Mark. 

Including  the  July  issue  of  the  Coast  Re- 
view, everj'  book  sent  out  in  1900  has  been  a 
top  notch  statistical  number.  The  tabular 
compilations  that  have  been  presented  to  the 
fraternity,  month  after  month,  have  never 
been  equalled  by  the  Coast  Review,  and  they 
have  easily  surpassed  anything  of  the  kind 
ever  presented  by  any  other  insurance  journal 
in  the  world.  It  is  just  as  well  in  this  con- 
nection to  also  call  the  attention  of  our  read- 
ers to  the  fact  that  notwithstanding  the 
heavy  extra  cost  of  preparing  these  statistical 
compilations,  and  notwithstanding  the  large 
amount  of  space  given  over  for  their  printing, 
the  usual  full  complement  of  pages  of  general 
matter  appertaining  to  insurance  in  all  its 
branches,  and  covering  the  Pacific  Coast  terri- 
tory in  the  most  thorough  manner,  have  been 
printed  each  month  without  curtailing  so 
much  as  a  single  page.  The  standard  set  up 
by  the  Coast  Review  has  at  all  times  been  of 
a  higlr^'der.     . 

^     Decreasing  Life  Insurance  Dividends, 

The  president  of  a  stanch,  well  known  life 
insurance  company  refers  to  decreasing  life 
insurance  dividends,  and  the  cause  of  such 
decrease,  as  follows,  in  his  annual  report  to 
policyholders : 

As  is  well  known  by  private  investors  and 
financial  institutions,  there  has  been  a  marked 
reduction  during  the  last  two  or  three  years 
in  the  rates  of  interest  obtainable  on  invest- 
ments such  as  bonds  and  mortgages  and  rail- 
road and  municipal  bonds.  This,  of  course, 
diminishes  the  company's  interest  earnings 
in  excess  of  the  four  per  cent,  requisite  to 
provide  for  the  ultimate  payment  of  its  poli- 
cies, and  calls  for  a  corresponding  decrease  in 
its  dividends  to  policyholders. 

The  dividends  payable  in  1900  will  be  some- 
what less  than  those  paid  in  1899,  the  decrease 
being  greater  in  case  of  old  premium-paying 
policies  than  in  case  of  young  ones,  for  the 
reason  that  old  policies  have  larger  invested 
reserves,  and  the  larger  the  reserves,  the 
greater  the  loss  of  income,  owing  to  the  re- 
duced interest  rate. 

In  case  of  paid-up  policies,  dividends  arise 
almost  altogether  from  interest  earnings  in 
excess  of  the  four  per  cent,  required  to  pay 
current  death  losses  and  to  provide  the 
necessary  increase  in  the  reserves  to  secure 
the  ultimate  payment  of  the  policies,  and  a 
small  reduction  in  the  rate  of  interest  earned 
makes  necessary  a  comparatively  large  re- 
duction in  the  dividends. 


Thus,  if  a  company  nets  5  per  cent,  intei'est 
on  the  invested  reserve  and  requires  four  per 
cent,  interest  to  carry  out  the  policy  contract, 
the  extra  one  per  cent,  can  be  paid  as  a  divi- 
dend ;  while,  if  the  company  nets  but  four  and 
one-half  per  cent.,  there  remains  only  one-half 
of  one  per  cent,  interest  on  the  reserve  with 
which  to  pay  a  dividend.  A  company  netting 
four  and  one-half  per  cent,  interest  on  its  paid- 
up  policy  reserves  can  pay  but  little  more  than 
one-half  the  dividend  that  it  could  pay  if  it 
netted  five  percent.  While  the  reduction  in 
the  dividends  on  paid-up  policies  is  much  less 
than  fifty  per  cent.,  the  proportionate  reduct- 
ion is  greater  than  in  case  of  premium-paying 
policies,  for  the  reason  that,  as  above  explain- 
ed', a  considerable  part  of  the  dividends  on 
premium-paying  policies  arises  from  sources 
not  affected  by  the  decline  in  interest  rates. 


Brave  Men. 

Of  John  Edward  Sweeny,  fireman,  San 
Francisco,  who  lost  his  life  in  saving  the  life 
of  another,  we  have  a  word  to  say  in  another 
column. 

Lt.  James  Cuminsky  was  detailed  by  Chief 
Sullivan  to  watch  men  burning  off  old  paint 
on  a  school-house.  He  saw  smoke  fi'om  houses 
near.  There  he  saw  a  woman  frantically 
appealing  for  help  for  her  boy.  He  crawled 
along  the  floors,  the  smoke  being  too  dense  to 
permit  breathing  by  a  person  standing  up- 
right. The  exhausted  man  finally  staggered 
out  of  the  doomed  building  without  the  boy- 
but  the  distracted  mother  had  meantime 
learned  that  the  boy  had  escaped  from  a  back, 
,  window.  This  brave  man  was  already  a 
wearer  of  the  Scannel  medal. 

OfBcer  E.  J.  Hahn  of  the  Oakland  police  de- 
partment proved  himself  made  of  the  true 
stuff.  Early  in  the  morning  of  July  5  he 
forced  his  way  through  the  flames  and  aroused 
the  sleeping  inmates  of  a  dwelling,  at  the 
risk  of  his  own  life.  Later  it  was  found  that 
an  aged  woman  had  not  escaped.  Hahn  made 
his  way  on  his  hands  and  knees,  through  the 
smoke,  to  the  woman's  room,  and  carried  her 
safely  out.  The  fire  spread  so  fast  that  no 
personal  property  was  saved.  A  smouldering 
skyrocket-stick  is  believed  to  have  caused  the 
fire. 

The  Coast  Review  is  pleased  to  record  these 
instances  of  bravery. 


The  "insurance  journal"  or  daily  or  weekly 
of  any  kind  that  advertises  a  swindle  there- 
by serves  public  notice  that  the  interests  of 
the  public  are  of  no  concern  to  the  publisher. 
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Inspections  in  Life  Insurance. 

We  believe  it  is  not  g-enerally  known 
that  applicants  for  life  insurance  are 
subjected  to  what  may  be  called  "inspec- 
tion, "  in  addition  to  the  medical  examina- 
tion. Practices  of  the  vai'ious  life  insur- 
ance companies  vary  in  this  matter, 
however;  but  all  endeavor  to  learn  some- 
thing of  the  general  habits  and  moral 
character  of  every  applicant. 

This  information  is  obtained  through 
channels  independent  of  the  regulai-  agen- 
cies. The  applicant  may  pass  a  good 
medical  examination,  have  a  splendid 
"family  history,"  and  yet  have  his  ap- 
plication turned  down.  The  company 
has  received  special  information  which 
convinces  the  management  that  the  risk 
is  undesirable.  It  may  be  that  the  ap- 
plicant has  given  incorrect  replies  to 
material  questions:  it  may  be  proved 
that  he  is  a  hard  drinker,  a  gambler,  a 
man  of  bad  character,  a  i-eckless  man,  or 
financially  embarrassed  to  the  extent  of 
desperation. 

The  companies  have  also  lists  of  rejected 
applicants,  so  that  any  false  answer  to 
the  question,  Have  you  ever  been  re- 
jected? is  discovered  on  consulting  this 
list.  The  companies  also  have  a  list  of 
United  States  pensioners,  together  with 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  pen- 
sions were  granted.  The  application  of 
the  pensioner  for  life  insurance  is  com- 
pared with  his  application  for  a  soldier's 
pension  for  disabilities. 


Decline  of  the  Travelers. 
The  advent  of  new  accident  companies 
with  their  variety  of  policies  and 
numerous  liberal  features,  several  years 
ago,  rudely  arrested  the  progress  of  the 
Travelers  Ins.  Co.  The  management  was 
slow  to  appreciate  the  need  of  meeting 
the  new  competition,  and  resisted  its 
agents'  efforts  to  introduce  new  policy 
forms.  The  result  was  inevitable.  Not 
only  did  the  company  cease  to  grow  in  its 
accident  department,  but  it  began  to  fall 
back.  Later  strenuous  attempts  to  re- 
cover lost  ground  have  been  unsuccessful, 
and  the  management  is  now  giving  much 


of  its  energy  to  the  life  department, 
which,  in  comparison,  makes  a  good 
showing.  The  methods  employed  in  this 
department,  however,  are  open  to  grave 
objections,  as  the  reader  will  agree  when 
he  reads  the  charges  of  bad  practices,  as 
printed  in  the  May  Coast  Review. 

Time  was,  not  so  long  ago,  when  this 
old  Hartford  company  led  in  casualty 
premiums,  but  it  now  occupies  second 
place,  and  is  steadily  falling  behind. 
Last  year's  premiums  were  less  than  in 
3887,  and  indeed  were  the  lowest  of  all 
the  years  from  1887  to  1899  inclusive. 
The  total  last  year  was  nearly  $200,000 
less  than  in  1896,  and  over  $324,000  less 
than  in  1893. 

In  California,  too,  relatively,  the  com- 
pany has  fallen  off  in  business.  In  1888, 
for  example,  it  wrote  over  a  third  of  all 
the  accident  premiums  in  the  state.  Last 
year,  it  wrote  less  than  a  sixth.  Its  per- 
centage has  fallen  in  all  the  past  three 
years.  New  companies  have  come  into 
the  state  and  acquired  more  business  in 
four  or  five  years  than  the  Travelers  did 
in  twenty. 

There  are  needed  lessons  to  be  learned 
by  the  management  from  these  figures. 
The  company  must  not  allow  itself  to  be 
excelled  in  new  and  liberal  policy  feat- 
ures; and  the  management  must  not 
ignore  the  urgent  recommendations  of  its 
agents  and  solicitors  who  come  in  contact 
with  the  insuring  public;  otherwise,  the 
downward  tendency  exhibited  in  the  an- 
nual figures  will  be  accelerated  beyond 
hope  of  recovery. 

•'No  AGENT  of  the  Travelers  is  author- 
ized to  issue  any  circular  or  printed  mat- 
ter in  any  form  without  first  having  it 
approved  by  an  executive  officer  at  the 
home  office. "  So  says  President  Batter- 
son;  so  he  has  said  "time  and  again." 
But  the  agents  don't  seem  to  care  for  this 
prohibition,  else  the  company  has  author- 
ized some  very  disreputable  circulars. 
Competing  agents  who  can  get  hold  of 
such  rabid  literature  should  send  proofs 
to  the  home  office — and  see  whether  or 
not  the  guilty  man  is  retained  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  company. 
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Alcohol  and  Longevity. 

The  evil  effects  of  immoderate  drinking 
are  not  disputed,  but  the  assertion  that 
total  abstainers  do  not  live  as  long  as  de- 
cidedly intemperate  drinkers  will  need 
something  more  than  the  statistics  of 
4,2;W  deaths,  as  compiled  by  a  committee 
appointed  by  the  British  Medical  Associa- 
tion some  years  ago.  The  habitually 
temperate  drinkers  are  credited  with  an 
average  of  63  years  and  13  days — the  long- 
est. Next,  are  the  careless  drinkers,  next 
the  free  drinkers,  then  the  "soaks,  "  with 
53  years,  and  last  the  poor  total  abstinence 
men,  with  51  years.  Whether  the  num- 
ber in  each  class  under  investigation  was 
about  the  same  is  not  stated.  The  statis- 
tics are  doubtless  correct  as  regards 
Great  Britain,  but  we  do  not  believe  that 
a  similar  committee  could  produce  similar 
averages  based. on  American  deaths.  The 
total  abstainer  in  this  country  is  not 
necessarily  a  physical  weakling;  and  the 
hard  drinker  of  "hard  stuff',''  the  de- 
cidedly intemperate  drinker,  is  decidedly 
up  against  it  in  this  country  of  adultera- 
tions. The  habitually  temperate  drinker 
is  of  course  a  strong  and  self-possessed 
man  in  any  climate.  He  does  not  live 
long  because  he  is  a  temperate  drinker  of 
alcoholic  liquors;  but  he  di'inks  temper 
ately  because,  being  strong,  he  does 
need  strong  stimulants.  There  are 
classes  of  physically  weak ,  naen — the 
craves  stimulants  because  of  weakn' 
the  other  i-ejects  them  because  they  are 
immediately  and  positively  injurious  to 
him. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  statistics  so  in- 
complete and  misleading  were  ever  pub- 
lished. At  the  risk  of  repeating  our 
comments  on  them,  made  several  years 
ago,  we  protest  that  the  figures  are  worth- 
less. They  prove  nothing.  Moderate  in- 
dulg^.nce  in  alcoholic  stimulants  may  do 
no  h.irm,  but  certainly  does  no  good. 
The  average  total  abstainer  may  have  a 
high  rate  of  mortality,  but  if  so  it  is  not 
the  result  of  abstinence. 


ing  Providence  to  insure  their  lives. 
Providence  will  take  care  of  them.  The 
children  of  these  pious  folks  are  some- 
times found  in  orphan  asylums. 

Is  it  not  logical  to  also  say  that  saving 
money  is  distrusting  Providence? 

What  else  is  paying  a  premium  but 
saving  money  ? 


There  at-e  a  few  well  meaning   people 
who  profess  to  believe  that  it  is  distrust- 


The  Equitable  Life  Assurance  Society. 

President  Alexander  of  the  Equitable  Life 
says: 

"In  spite  of  the  general  tendency  downward 
in  the  rate  of  interest  on  first-class  securities, 
and  notwithstanding  the  caution  which  has 
been  exercised  by  executive  and  finance  com- 
mittees in  the  selection  of  the  investments, 
the  average  interest  on  bonds  and  mortgages 
during  the  year  1899  was  over  4.73  per  cent, 
and  that  on  stocks  and  bonds  over  4.48  per 
cent. 

"Substautiallj'  the  whole  of  the  life  assur- 
ance business  of  the  society  is  now  transacted 
on  tables  of  premium  rates  based  on  the 
assumption  of  obtaining  only  3  per  cent, 
average  interest  on  investments.  It  is  obvious 
that  this  very  conservative  basis  must  operate 
greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  society,  both 
in  the  way  of  security  and  in  the  way  of  profit 
to  be  made  in  the  future  on  account  of  inter- 
est over  and  above  the  rate  assumed,  as  all 
such  profits  will  be  credited  to  surplus  and 
thus  tend  to  increase  dividends  to  polic 
ers." 

American  Life  Insurance  History  in  Numerals. 

1859  130,000,000  of  life  insurance  written 
14  companies :  in  1899— only  40  years  later- 
al, 300, 000, 000  written  by  37  companies.  On 
January  1,  1860,  only  $141,497,978  in  force:  on 
January  1,  1900,  $6,2(16,000,000  in  force. 

This  wonderful  progress  is  far,  far  greater 
than  the  growth  of  the  country  in  wealth  and 
population. 

On  another  page  the  reader  will  find  a  table 
of  the  forty  years'  totals.  It  is  not  likely 
that  this  table  will  appear  in  print  again  soon. 

The  table  may  be  said  to  be  a  history  of 
American  life  insurance  told  in  numbers. 
Read  between  the  lines.  Great  events  have 
traced  their  influence.  The  tiring  on  Ft. 
Sumpter  in  1861  caused  a  decline  of  a  third  in 
the  amount  of  new  business.  The  glowing 
prospects  of  peace  in  1864  are  shown  in  in- 
creased figures.  The  close  of  the  Civil  War 
was  followed  by  a  great  "burst  of  speed." 
New    companies    were    organized,    and    the 
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amount  written  leaped'to  $600,000,000.  In  1870 
there  were  71  companies  reporting  to  the 
New  York  department,  with  over  $2,000,000,000 
in  force. 

Now  for  the  dark  side.  An  inflated  cur- 
rency, responsible  for  speculation,  was  equally 
responsible  for  disaster.  Confidence  declined. 
The  memorable  Black  Friday  came.  Half  of 
the  companies  reinsured  or  failed.  Some  of 
the  reinsuring  companies  failed  too. 

The  country  was  paying-  the  penalty  of 
cheap  money.  Prom  $588,000,000  new  business 
in  1870  down,  down  to  $148,600,000  in  1880. 
But  the  bottom  was  reached  at  last.  The 
country,  established  on  a  specie  basis,  began 
to  prosper  again,  and  life  insurance  re-began 
its  marvelous  career. 

Steadily  upward,  every  year  showing  gains 
in  new  business,  until  after  the  panic  of  1893. 
Then  less  in  '94,  still  less  in  '95,  yet  less  in 
'96.  In  1897  once  more  upward,  and  in  '98,  and 
in  '99  the  banner  year,  the  great  year,  in  life 
insurance,  and  in  business  generally.  Noth- 
ing like  it  was  ever  known  in  the  world. 


American  Life  Insurance  Companies*  Business 
for  Forty-One  Years. 

Companies.     Am't  Written.        Am't  In  Force 

...  14  $      30,058,408  $    141,497,978 

•       •  17  35,589.934  163,703.455 

■    •  17  24,978,444  164,250,052 

.      18  43,471,429  183,962,577 

.  22  89,812.093  267,658,677 

■  27  155,803,897  395,703>o58 

.  30  245,427,057  580,882,253 

.  39  404,510,474  805,105,877 

43  471,611,744  1,161,729,776 

•  55  579-657,37i  1,528,984,685 

.  70  614,762,420  1,836,617,819 

.  71  587,863,236  2,023, 1 84,955 

68  488,655,022  2,101,461,834 

59  489,924,857  2,114,742,591 

.  56  465,614,001  2,086,027,178 

.  50  351,803.670  1,997,236,230 

.   (5  299,276,337  1,922,043,146 

38  232,665,489  1,735,995,190 

.  34  178,283,617  1,556,105,323 

.  34  156,501,129  1,480,921,223 

34  167,865,390  1,439,961,165 

.  34  148.596,335  1,475,994,672 

30  222,282,483  1,540,089,680 

29  257,517,216  1,637,648,872 

29  308,064,893  1,763,730,015 

.  29  321,310,170  1,870,745,521 

29  378,214,523  2,023,517,488 

29  448,514,242  2,222,413,050 

•  29  531,170,783  2,474,507,120 

•  29  631,731,701  2,761,577,128 
,  30  786,096,741  3,144,677,311 
.  30  880,711,283  3,542,955,751 
.  29  928,256,338  3,861,584,383 
.  31  947,804,283  4,199,444,397 


Year. 

1859 
i860 
1861 
1862 
1863 
1864 
1865 
1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
i873 
1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 


893 
894 
895 
896 
897 
898 
899 


32 
33 

•  35 
.36 

•  35 
36 
37 


1,052,403,648 
985,520,033 
864,815,534 
796,124,326 
923,804,876 
1,018,366,024 
1,304,306,028 


4,511,036,550 
4,657,583,046 
4,818,170,945 
4,967,576,418 
5,255,725,545 
5,701,167,754 
6,265,908,078 


The  foregoing  figures  are  thQ  totals  of  com- 
panies reporting  to  the  New  York  insurance 
department.  We  suggest  to  our  life  readers 
that  they  cut  out  the  table  and  preserve  it  as 
a  condensed  history  of  the  progress  of  Amer- 
ican life  insurance. 


The  Late  Robert  G.  IngersoII's  Life  Insurance. 

Not  long  ago  we  noticed  a  paragraph  in  an 
exchange,   to   the   effect   that   the  late  Col. 
Ingersoll  left  an  estate  of  only  110,000,  all  in 
life  insurance,  to  his  family.    Remembering       _ 
that  a  school-fellow,  C.  P.  Farrell,   was  the      ■ 
secretary  of  the  deceased,  we  wrote  him,  re-       ■ 
questing  the  amount  of  the  insurance. 
Mr.  Farrell  writes  us  as  follows : 
"Col.  Ingersoll  carried  life  insurance  to  the 
amount  of  $27,500   only,    which   was    settled 
promptly  by  all  the  insurance  companies.    He 
had  no  real  estate,  and  left  less  than  $5,000  in 
money.     Col.  Ingersoll  was  a  great  money- 
maker   and   a  poor  saver.     His  hands    were 
always  in  his  pockets  for  the  poor  and  needy 
and  friends  in  distress." 


Hoo-Ra! 

The  following  paragraphs  in  Commissioner 
Linehan's  annual  report  appear  to  have  been 
directed  at  the  Coast  Review  : 

Another  writer,  while  criticising  the  valued-pol- 
icy law  a  few  years  ago,  contemptuously  alluded  to 
the  limited  territory  of  New  Hampshire  as  a 
"pocket  borough,"  and  of  not  much  account  anyway. 
This  modern  Hercules  ought  to  remember  that 
while  in  stature  Napoleon  might  have  been  his  in- 
ferior, in  comparison,  the  great  Corsican  would 
not  suffer.  Greece  would  not  equal  Texas  so  far  as 
acres  are  concerned,  and  New  England  would  cut  a 
sorry  figure  beside  California.  Nevertheless  the 
Influence  of  Greece  has  made  itself  felt  in  the  civ 
ilization  of  Europe,  as  New  England  has  in  that 
of  America.  It  would  be  well  for  these  gentry  to 
look  up  the  history  of  New  Hampshire.  If  they  do 
they  will  find  from  its  beginning  down  to  the  enact- 
ment of  the  valued-policy  law,  her  people  have  suc- 
cessfully contended  against  the  tyranny  of  despot- 
ic rulers,  as  well  as  what  they  considered  the  un- 
just exactions  of  corporate  organizations. 


Chicago. — The  Caledonian  has  gone  on  the 
sole  agency  plan.  Geo.  M.  Eddy,  the  Man- 
chester's superintendent,  has  resigned. 
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United  States  Fire  Business   1898  and    J  899. 

BY    GROUPS   OF    STATES. 

This   form  of    Compilation    Originated    by    the 
Coast  Review. 

NEW  ENGLAND  STATES. 


Year.    Premiums.     Losses. 


West  Virginia  .   .  iJ 


Loss 
Ratio. 


Year.     Premiums.        Losses- 


Connecticut  .  .  . 
Massachusetts 

Maine 

New  Hampshire  . 
Rhode  Island  .  .  . 
Vermont 


Totals 


899 
898 
899 
898 
S99 
898 
899 


2,676,233 
2,801,779 
8,325,922 
8,554,180 
1,649,342 
1,808,248 

1,143.716 
1,189,287 
1,027,826 
1,078,943 
793.089 
840,848 


899  $16,273,285 
15,616,128 
16,090,076 
14,351,480 
14,241,920 
13.777,711 


$  1,303,629 
1.372,539 
5,019,059 
4,649,222 
869,030 
1,072,973 

621,528 

644,722 

481,263 
559,080 
428,978 
631,529 


895 


$8,930,065  54. 8 

9,101,597  58.3 

5,895,108  36.6 

6,736,567  46.9 

6,524,837  45-8 

8,339,823  60.5 


MIDDLE  ATLANTIC   STATES. 


Delaware 

Dist.  of  Columbia 
Maryland  .  .  .  . 
New  York  .  .  .  . 
New  Jersey  .  .  . 
Pennyslvania    .   . 

Totals 


$     193,463 
208,805 

541,841 

584,735 

1,882,027 

1,969,315 

19,864,032 

19.463,726 

4,300,698 

4,192,851 

11,149,363 

11,443,846 


899  $37,863,278 
37,931.424 
41,676,750 
40,219,109 
39,766,385 
38,127,574 


897 
S96 
895 


$  108,255 
167,809 

276,626 

292,782 

1,032,022 

700,765 

10,041,904 

17,626,006 

1,903,607 

2,165,688 

6,933,120 

7,641,216 


$  28,594.268 

13,254,159 
19,429,233 
18,780,260 
19,328,972 
20,145,041 


56.2 
80.4 

5I-I 
50.0 

54.8 
35-6 

50  5 
92.7 

44.2 
51-7 
62.1 
66.8 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  AND  GULF  STATES. 


Alabama    ,   .   . 

Florida 

Georgia 

Louisiana  .  .  . 
Mississippi  .  . 
North  Carolina 
South  Carolina 

Texas  

Virginia  .   .   .   . 


$1,119,487 

1.333,242 

624,636 

710,285 

2,123,813 

2,347,305 

2,748,549 
2,963,829 

869,046 
1.156,937 
1,164,159 
779,571 
789,302 
651,867 

3.974,438 
4,256,288 

898  1,708,201 

899  1,889,089 


899 


411. 168 

753,484 

312,364 
312,845 

1,437,019 
1,276,937 
1,261,956 
1,587,574 
384,550 
588,249 

490,315 
377,536 
321,092 
604,684 

2,480,185 
2,502,041 

691,339 

857,777 


36.7 
56.5 
50.0 

44.1 
67.6 
54-5 
45-9 
53-7 

44-3 
50.8 

42.1 
49-3 
40,7 
92.7 

62.4 
58. S 
40.4 
45-4 


527,848 
618,588 


284,951  53  9 
370,741  60.1 


1899  $17,229,024 
15,127,456 
15,036,352 
14,354,405 
14,376,559 
13,326,988 


1897 


1895 
1894 


$  9,061,055  52.6 
8,245,752  54-5 
7,467,078 
7,784,123 
8,065,819 
8,044,908 


49.6 
54-2 
56.1 
60.3 


MISSISSIPPI  VALLEY  AND  LAKE  STATES. 


Arkansas    .  .  . 
Illinois     .... 

Iowa 

Indiana    .... 
Indian  Territory 
Kentucky    .   .   , 
Kansas    .... 
Michigan     .   . 
Missouri  .   .   . 
Minnesota  .   . 
Nebraska    .   . 
North  Dakota 

Ohio 

Oklahoma  .  . 
South  Dakota 
Tennessee  .  . 
Wisconsin  .   . 

Totals 


899 


899 


899 


899 


899 


899 


$    853,606 
967,092 

11,875.509 
13,056,119 

4.301,384 
4,928,096 

3.777,646 
4,078,873 
201,032 
270,299 
2,608,084 
2,755,045 
1,604,087 
1,945.797 
4.467,290 
4,602,684 

4.730,459 
4.731,382 

3,573,156 
3,708,596 

1,240,436 

1,490,067 

543,829 

759.493 

7,036,631 

7,171.969 

161,868 

255,323 

374,374 
435,685 

2,022,340 
2,332,078 
4,198,796 
4,500,713 


!     434,456 
588,222 

8,003,558 
8,518,255 

1,775.589 
2,197,065 

1,606,353 
2,182,509 

90,393 
368,585 

1,712,571 
1,786,774 

786,820 
1.170,751 
2,495.836 

2,473,065 

2,967,754 
2,748,780 

1,656,665 

2,408,642 

552,599 

734,487 

491.286 

571,683 

4,280,117 

5,763,165 

17.S98 

49,886 

178,888 

229,664 

1,695,398 
1.977,424 
1,809,385 
2,289,024 


50.9 
60.8 

67.3 
657 
41.2 
44.8 

42.5 
53-2 

44-9 
136.4 
65.6 
64.9 
49.0 
60.3 
55-2 
51.8 
62.7 
58.2 
46.4 
55.2 

319 
49-4 

90.3 
75-2 

60.6 
80.5 
II. o 

19-5 

47-7 
52.8 

83.8 
84  8 

43-0 
51-9 


899  $57,987,311 
53,366,339 
55,677,522 
53,206,782 
53,718,535 
55.009,551 


897 
896 
895 
894 


$35,698,579  61.6 
33,144,220  62.1 
26,135,548 
27,319,342 
29,804,506 
33,410,628 


46.9 
51-3 
55-4 
60.8 


PACIFIC  COAST    AND  MOUNTAIN  STATES. 


Alaska  .  .  . 
Arizona  .  . 
California 
Colorado  .  . 
Idaho  .  .  . 
Montana  .  .. 
New  Mexico 
Nevada  .  . 
Oregon  .  .  . 
Utah  .... 


899 

898 
899 
898 
899 


899 
898 
899 


>  63,795 

79,398 

168,170 

232,221 

6.651,945 

5,612,697 

1,554,136 

1,732,459 

197,898 

216,078 

725,276 
782,332 

167,335 
210,187 
106,  iSo 
98,729 

958,931 
1,030,409 

448,873 
436,007 


2,523 

1,948 

241,54s 

169,652 

3,562,693 

2,923,999 

647,375 
1,081.997 

108,841 

134.685 

248.682 

199,898 

144,740 

163,583 

11,075 

25.199 

403,429 

341,317 

238,225 

91,204 


4.0 

.  2-4 
143-8 
73-2 

53-5 
52-2 

41.6 
62.5 
550 
62.3 

34-2 
25-5 
86.5 

77-8 

XI. o 

25-5 
42.0 
33-0 
530 
20.9 
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Wyoming    .  .  . 

.  1898 

123.507 

28,310 

22 

9 

1899 

126,032 

39.726 

31-5 

Washington  .   . 

.  1898 

1,258. 743 

541,519 

43-2 

1899 

1,531.039 

587,439 

38.5 

Hawaii     .... 

•  1899 
.  1899  i 

221,674 

*77,586 

350 

Totals  .   . 

512,309,260 

$  5,838,233 

47-4 

" 

.  1898 

12,424,789 

6,178,960 

48 

9 

.  1897 

9,900,685 

4,571.296 

46 

I 

.  1896 

8,850.777 

5,249.573 

59 

3 

"       .   . 

.  1895 

9,602,347 

5.139,249 

53 

5 

"       .   . 

.  1894 

11,494,957 

5,745,283 

50 

0 

.  1893 

12,499,397 

5,891,909 

47 

I 

" 

.  1892 

13,104,300 

5,857,481 

44 

7 

*  Estimated. 

TOTAL  UNITED  STATES. 

Grand  total-s     . 

.  1899  i 

141,662,158 

$88,122,200 

62 

2 

.  .  .  1898  134,466,136  69,549,578  51.7 

.  .  .  1897  131,116,635  63,498.263  48.5 

.  .  .  1896  130,982.553  65,869,865  50.2 

•  .  .  1895  131,705,746  68,863,383  52.2 
.  .  .  1894  131,736,781  75,685,683  57.5 

•  .  .  1893  133,304,090  86.572,943  64.7 


American  Fire  Business  by  States  and  Sections. 

A  very  interesting  compilation,  original 
with  this  journal,  and  previously  issued  as  an 
"extra,"  appears  on  another  page. 

Let  us  glance  at  the  table.  The  lowest 
loss  ratio  was  that  of  the  Pacific  Western 
states  and  territories.  The  total  for  '99  did 
not  equal  that  for  '93.  The  highest  loss  ratio 
was  that  of  the  Middle  Atlantic  group  of 
states.  There  was  an  actual  loss  or  no  under- 
writing profit  in  nineteen  out  of  fifty  states 
and  territories.  In  only  one  (Indian)  did  the 
fire  loss  alone  exceed  the  premiums: 

New  York  produces  the  largest  premium  in- 
come, £)f  which  93  per  cent,  was  required  to 
pay  fire  losses.  Illinois  seems  to  have  per- 
manently taken  second  place,  passing  Penn- 
sylvania. 

The  Middle  West  or  Mississippi  Valley 
states  lead  in  premiums,  with  a  total  exceed- 
ing both  the  New  England  and  the  Middle 
Atlantic  states'  combined  totals. 

The  total  premium  income  for  the  United 
States  was  $141, (562, 158,  or  only  seven  and  a 
quarter  million  (5  per  cent.)  more  than  is  re- 
ported to  the  New  York  insurance  depart- 
ment; but  the  total  is  incomplete,  the  reports 
for  a  number  of  states,  notably  the  Southern, 
being  incomplete.  We  acknowledge  our  in- 
debtedness to  the  Weekly  Underwriter  for 
some  of  these  totals  for  states  not  requiring 
official  figures.  The  total  of  losses  is  likewise 
incomplete.  But  the  figures  are  satisfactory, 
especially  for  the  purposes  of  comparison,  be- 
ing so  nearly  complete. 

It  was  a  remarkable  year,  with  the  largest 
premium  income — and  the  largest  loss  outgo 
and  the  largest  property  loss  since  the  Chi- 
cago fire. 


A  Disgusted  Mutual. 

The  Butchers  Co.  Mutual  of  New  York 
wearied  of  the  mutual  plan,  and  has  become  a 
stock  company,  with  •*200, 000  capital  and  $.50,- 
000  surplus. 

All  the  Same  as  Mutual  Fire   Insurance. 

"The  'Hail  Sucker  Association'  convenes  in 
Blair."  So  introduces  the  Republican,  of 
Blair,  Neb.  "There  was  quite  a  gathering  of 
farmers  at  Mayle  Hall  who  came  there  expect- 
ing to  hear  an  explanation  from  the  newly 
ordained  treasurer  and  secretary  of  that  res- 
urrected swindle,  'The  Grain  Growers  Mutual 
Hail  Association.'  The  disappointed  farmers 
are  asked:  "Why  not  sfend  to  the  judge  and 
ask  him  to  explain,  if  possible,  how  that  Grain 
Growers'  Association  has  been  allowed  to 
exist  and  to  pass  into  irresponsible  hands 
largely,  to  continue  its  career  of  humbugging 
and  robbing  the  public?  Think  of  it,  over$60,- 
000  paid  in  assessments  and  not  one  cent  paid 
out  to  aid  farmers  who  lost  insured  crops! 
Sixty-five  thousand  more  to  collect,  and  for 
what  purpose?" 

Moral:  don't  insure  in  farm  mutuals. 


Pennsylvania  Insurance  Department   on    Mu- 
tual Fire  Insurance  Companies. 

This  department,  through  the  attorney-gen- 
eral, recently  proceeded  against  the  Quaker 
City  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  of 
Philadelphia,  on  a  return  of  nulla  bona.  The 
Dauphin  county  court  did  not,  however,  dis- 
solve the  coi'poration,  but  ordered  its  officers 
to  levy  and  collect  from  the  members  an 
assessment  sufficient  to  pay  outstanding 
claims  amounting  to  about  $17,000.00,  and  gave* 
them  three  months  in  which  to  comply  with 
this  order.  In  1897  a  similar  order  was  made 
by  tbe  same  court  in  the  case  of  this  company 
and  the  same  time  allowed  for  its  fulfillment. 
At  the  end  of  that  period  of  grace,  upon  rep- 
resentation by  the  officers  that  they  had  not 
been  able  to  collect  the  assessment  in  the  time 
specified  an  indefinite  extension  was  granted 
by  the  court,  so  that  at  the  time  the  present 
order  was  made  the  claims  against  the  com- 
pany were  to  a  large  extent  the  very  same 
that  had  been  unpaid  at  the  time  of  the  first 
proceeding.  This  department  has  no  jurisdic- 
tion or  supervision  over  mutual  fire  companies, 
and  can  proceed  only  after  judgment  has  been 
obtained  and  a  return  of  nulla  bona  made. 

The  requirements  for  obtaining  a  charter 
for  a  mutual  company  are  so  easy  of  fulfill- 
ment and  the  laws  regulating  the  conduct  of 
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the  business  of  such  companies  are  so  inad- 
equate that  it  would  seem  the  part  of  wisdom 
to  so  amend  the  act  of  1876  as  to  make  the  in- 
corporation of  mutual  companies  by  inexper- 
ienced or  dishonest  persons  an  impossibility, 
or  at  least  to  provide  such  restrictions  and 
supervision  as  would  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the 
ficandals  growing  out  of  the  failure  of  so  many 
of  these  companies  in  the  past. 

IN    THE   HANDS    OF   KECEIVEKS. 

On  application  by  the  department  the  fol- 
lowing mutual  companies  of  this  state  were 
dissolved  by  the  court  of  Dauphin  county,  and 
receivers  appointed : 

Automatic  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company, 
Philadelphia. 

Adams  County  Mutual  Live  Stock  Insur- 
ance Company,  Gettysburg. 

Guarantee  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Comijany, 
Harrisburg. 

Protective  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company, 
Philadelphia. 

Susquehanna  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany, Harrisburg. 

Textile  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company, 
Philadelphia. 

The  above  is  from  the  annual  report  of 
Israel  W.  Durham,  insurance  commissioner  of 
Pennsylvania. 

There  is  but  one  moral  to  be  drawn  from 
the  facts,  namely  — 

Beware  of  mutual  fire  insurance  companies. 


Transatlantic  Topics. 

American  companies  eai-ry  over  |!2.5, 000,000 
of  the $37,500,000  of  life  insurance  in  force  on 
Russian  subjects. 

PUMPING    AIR    TO   THE    FIKEMEN. 

The  engines  of  the  London  fire  bi'igade 
were  put  to  a  novel  use  at  a  fire  which  broke 
out  at  night  in  Cottin's  cold  storage.  There 
was  great  difficulty  in  locating  the  seat  of  the 
outbreak,  and  the  steam  fire-engines  were 
accordingly  employed  in  pumping  in  air  to  the 
men  while  they  threaded  their  way  among 
the  intricate  windings  of  the  big  warehouse. 

INCREASE   OF     SUICIDES. 

A  well  known  English  authority  on  criminal 
statistics  furnishes  the  following  table  made 
up  from  official  returns  on  suicides  in  Great 
Britian.  The  statist  divides  the  intervals 
into  quinquennial  periods,  and  thence  he  has 
ascertained  that  the  average  of  suicides  to 
every  hundred    tViousand    of    population    has 


risen  from  over  6)^  to  more  than    9  per  cent. 

The  gradation  is  shown  in  the  table: 

1858  .    .  6.55  1883  .    .  7.30 

1863.    .  6.71  1888  .    .  8.16 

1868  .    .7.04  1893  .    .  8.63 

1873  .    .  6.33  1898  .   .  9.17 

1878  .    .6.83 

CALEDONIAN    INSURANCE   CO. 

D.  J.  Surenne,  for  thirty-one  years  secre- 
tarj'  of  the  Caledonian  Insurance  Company, 
has  retired. 

The  directors  of  the  Caledonian  Insurance 
Company  have  created  a  new  official  head  in  its 
fire  department  carrying  the  title  of  flre  man- 
ager. James  Cowan  has  been  elected  to  fill 
this  position  while  R.  Chapman  and  R.  Hill 
Stewart  have  been  appointed  secretaries. 

ITALY    IS   ON    THE   MAP. 

The  Review  of  London,  of  June  6,  1900, 
prints  extensive  tables  showing  the  condi- 
tion of  life  companies  (28)  in  Italy  for  the 
year  ending  December  31,  1897.  These  tables 
though  somewhat  long  in  getting  round,  show 
that  the  twenty-eight  companies  received 
26,192,350  lire  in  premiums,  paid  to  policyhold- 
ers 13,018,319  lire;  the  amount  of  insurance  in 
force  651,366,691  lire ;  number  of  policies  88,- 
023.  The  Mutual  Life  of  New  York  leads  the 
Americans,  having  3,581  policies  and  36,846,105 
lire  in  amount;  the  New  York  Life  follows 
with  3,394  policies,  and  34,164,793  lire  in 
amount,  while  the  Equitable  takes  third 
place  with  1,701  policies  and  17,011,844  lire  in 
amount  of  insurance  in  force. 

The  insurance  companies  contributed  in 
1899,  £31,348,  14s.  Id.  to  the  support  of  the 
Metropolitan  fire  brigade,  London,  which  is 
at  the  rate  of  £35  per  million  written. 

FIRE   BUSINESS    DONE    IN    LONDON    IN    1898. 

Out  of  a  grand  total  of  £909,962,574  of  risks 
written  in  the  metropolitan  district,  of  which 
London  is  the  center,  the  following  companies 
represented  on  this  Coast  wrote  £698,326,202, 
or  76.7  per  cent.  : 

Alliance    .   .   .  £35,946,864  Northern  .   .  .    17,650,454 

Atlas 20,160,820  Norwich  Union  25,248,914 

Caledonian.   .   '5,149,453  N.  Brit.  &  Mer.  38,367,410 

Commercial  U.  36,607,705  Palatine   .  .   .      9,118.618 

Imperial    .  .   .    32,506,287  Phoenix     .   .   .    71,449,016 

Lancashire  .   J     7,658,210  Royal     ....    58,981,119 

Law 60,152,506  Royal  Exch'ge  32,735,620 

Lion 2,495,314  Scottish  U.&N.   8,139,895 

L.&  L.  &  Globe  41,124,000  State,  Liv'pool       987,094 

London  Assur.  23,459,817  Sun  Office     .   .    98,286,998 

London  &  Lan..  25,288.092  Union 31,801,986 

Manchester   .    15,010,000 
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Death  of  Arthur  E.  Magill. 

Another  familiar  figure  has  disappeared. 
Capt.  Magill,  for  many  years  an  under- 
writer on  this  Coast,  has  joined  the  innu- 
merable caravan  and  taken  his  place  in 
the  silent  halls  of  death.  The  end  came 
on  June  27,  after  several  weeks  of  un- 
certainty. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Fire  Under- 
writers' Association  of  the  Pacific  was 
called,  as  a  tribute  of  respect  to  the  mem- 
ory of  the  deceased,  who  was  one  of  the 
original  members  of  the  association. 
Vice-President  Geo.  W.  Doimin,  who  pre- 
sided, stated  that  Mr.  Magill  had  for 
many  years  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
work  of  the  association,  and  had  been  one 
of  its  presidents. 

Charles  D.  Haven,  president  of  the  Board  of 
Fire  Underwriters,  paid  a  high  tribute  to  the 
deceased.  He  said,  among  other  things: 
"Arthur  Magill  came  of  solid  stock.  His  an- 
cestors were  from  the  North  of  Ireland,  and 
he  possessed  many  of  the  virtues  of  those 
sterling  people.  He  was  true  and  faithful  to 
his  friends  and  ever  maintained  by  word  and 
deed  a  high  sense  of  honor.  As  an  under- 
writer he  ranked  high ;  in  fact,  he  had 
reached  very  nearly  the  top  of  the  ladder  in 
almost  every  branch  of  our  profession.  He 
gave  much  of  his  time  and  x*endered  valuable 
service  in  the  formation  of  our  tariffs  and  of 
the  rules  and  regulations  now  governing  our 
business.  I  do  not  think  there  are  many  of  us 
who  know  how  much  we  owe  to  him  in  that 
direction.  He  did  not  make  friends  readily, 
but  those  who  knew  him  best  wex-e  strong  in 
their  friendship  for  him,  and  can  truly  say 
that  a  man  of  sterling  character,  honest  and 
true,  has  gone  to  his  reward." 

William  J.  Button  followed  Mr.  Haven,  and 
spoke  feelingly  of  Mr.  Magill's  services  to 
his  companies,  to  his  associates,  and  to  the  in- 
surance business  generally,  and  referred  to 
the  very  satisfactoi'y  manner  in  which  he 
had  filled  the  position  of  president  of  the 
Pacific  Insurance  Union. 

Major  Charles  Christensen,  who  had  a  per- 
sonal acquaintance  with  Capt.  Magill  during 
the  Civil  War,  spoke  of  his  excellence  as  a 
soldier  as  well  as  an  underwriter.  Col.  W. 
R.  Smedberg  also  referi-ed  to  his  military 
record  and  the  gallantry  which  was  recog- 
nized by  promotion.. 

George  C.  Boardman,  who  had  known  him 


for  many  years,  said  he  was  an  able  under- 
writer and  an  honest  man. 

Rudolph  Herold-,  Jr.-,  added  his  testimony 
as  an  intimate  friend,  speaking  of  the  per- 
sonal worth  of  the  deceased. 

Rolla  V.  Watt  said  that  Mr.  Magill  was  a 
thoughtful  underwriter  and  had  always  been 
a  fair  competitor. 

Geo.  E.  Butler,  who  was  unable  to  attend, 
sent  a  communication  expressing  regrets  and 
sympathy. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  draft  resolu- 
tions of  respect,  consisting  of  Geo.  W.  Spen- 
cer, Herbert  Folger  and  E.  P.  Farnsworth. 

The  funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Oak- 
land home  of  the  deceased.  Beautiful  floral 
pieces  were  sent  by  the  Fire  Underwriters' 
Association  of  the  Pabific,  by  the  Bohemian 
Club,  by  old  associates,  and  bj'  personal 
friends.  Those  of  the  "Home,"  "Phcenix," 
"B.  C."  and  the  "F.  U.  A.  P."  were  worthy  of 
special  mention.  Representatives  of  the  Loy- 
al Legion,  the  Grand  Army,  the  Knights  Tem- 
plars, the  Fire  Underwriters  Association  of 
the  Pacific,  etc.,  were  present.  The  Masons 
had  charge  of  the  services.  A  male  quartette 
sang  familiar  and  appropriate  songs,  at  the 
house  and  at  the  grave.  The  honorary  pall- 
bearers were  J.  W.  Whiting,  Wm.  Frank, 
Rudolph  Herold,  Jr.,  C.  Mason  Kinne,  Charles 
Nichols,  Wm.  S.  DuVal,  E.  H.  Bacon  and 
others.  The  remains  Avere  interred  in  Moun- 
tain View  cemetei'y,  Oakland. 

Capt.  A.  E.  Magill  was  born  November  13,  1842, 
in  Hamilton,  Can.  At  the  age  of  16  he  became  a 
clerk  in  the  office  of  his  father,  M.  Magill,  manager 
of  the  Phoenix's  Western  insurance  department  at 
Cincinnati,  O.  He  enlisted  in  the  Fourteenth 
Michigan  Infantry  when  a  mere  boy,  and  served 
his  country  faithfully  and  valiantly  until  the  close 
of  the  Civil  War.  He  was  promoted,  and  was  cap- 
tain of  a  comjjany  when  mustered  out  of  the  army. 

In  September,  1865,  Capt.  Magill  came  to  Cali- 
fornia and  at  once  entered  the  service  of  the  Phoe- 
nix in  San  Francisco.  In  February,  1874,  he  was 
appointed  general  agent  of  the  Home  and  the 
Phcenix.  This  position  he  continued  to  hold  until 
April,  1898,  when  he  resigned  the  agency  of  both 
companies,  and  permanently  retired  from  business 
on  account  of  ill  health.  Thus,  he  was  continu- 
ously in  the  service  of  the  Phcenix  for  forty  years, 
excepting  during  the  war,  and  was  continuously  in 
the  service  of  the  Home  for  thirty  years. 

For  several  years  Mr.  Magill  was,  chairman  of 
the  executive  committee  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Un- 
derwriters, and  was  the  tlrst  president  of  the  Port- 
land Compact  Association,  and  was  subsequently 
elected  president  of  the  Compact  Association  of 
the  Northwest.    On  the  organization  of  the  Pacific 
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Insurance  Union  he  was  elected  vice-president. 
Two  years  later  he  was  elected  president,  and  for 
seven  consecutive  years  he  held  that  office,  being 
re-elected  yearly. 

For  a  time,  Mr.  Magill  talked  of  travel  and 
recreation,  but  a  conviction  of  the  seriousness  of 
his  illness  seemed  to  grow  on  him,  and  a  few 
months  ago  he  abandoned  any  idea  of  travel.  To 
the  writer  he  stated,  a  year  ago,  that  he  believed 
his  case  was  hopeless.  Slowly  he  grew  worse,  but 
he  faced  the  inevitable  calmly,  as  he  faced  the 
guns  of  the  enemy  in  war. 

Capt.  Magill  was  a  clear-headed  and  suc- 
cessful underwriter  whose  counsel  was  always 
sound,  and  whose  views  were  broad  and  free  from 
the  alloy  of  prejudice.  To  his  few  intimate  friends 
he  was  a  genial,  companionable  gentleman — 
always  reserved  in  speech,  always  just  in  deed, 
and  always  indisposed  to  speak  ill  of  any  man. 


Life  Notes* 

The  Bankers  Life  of  Des  Moines  is  now  the  lead- 
ing assessment  company. 

A  ''Single  premium  life,  non-participating,  with 
annuity,"  is  a  new  policy  of  the  Mutual. 

In  thirty-eight  years  the  percentage  of  actual  to 
expected  deaths  in  the  Northwestern  Mutual  was 
only  68.7. 

The  National  Association  of  Life  Underwriters 
will  have  the  pleasure  of  listening  to  an  address 
by  Governor  Roosevelt  at, the  annual  meeting  at 
Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  11-12. 

On  July  31  the  Metropolitan  Life  will  dismiss 
the  superintendents  of  its  ordinary  department, 
whose  contracts  expire  on  that  date.  This  is  a 
good  opportunity  for  other  offices  to  engage  some 
excellent  men. 

The  Coast  Review  a  number  of  years  ago  strongly 
advocated  the  employment  of  women  as  life  solic- 
itors. At  that  time  there  were  practically  none. 
Now  there  are  many — some  of  them  very  success- 
ful; but.  as  recently  stated  in  these  columns, 
women  solicitors,  as  a  rule,  do  not  remain  long  in 
the  business.  Their  success,  if  any,  is  only  tem- 
porary. 

The  Insurance  Agent— Well,  I  wrote  five  thou- 
sand on  Olesport  yesterday. 

The  Other  Agent— What !  I  was  after  him  for  a 
year. 

"You  didn't  know  how  to  tackle  him.  I  went  to 
him  with  the  proposition  to  bet  him  $5,000  against 
the  amount  of  the  first  payment  that  he  would  live 
another  year."— Indianapolis  Press. 

When  Vice-President  Wilson  of  the  Equitable 
stepped  into  his  office  on  a  recent  morning  he  found 
that  it  was  the  twenty-flfth  anniversary  of  his  con- 
nection with  the  society.  The  old  office  furniture 
had  been  replaced  by  new,  and  on  his  desk  was  a 
congratulatory  letter  from  President  Alexander. 
It  is  better  to  be  third  vice-president  of  a  life  in- 
surance company  than  editor  of  an  insurance 
journal. 


Suicide  is  steadily  increasing  in  the  United 
States. 

Texas  life  underwriters  have  organized  a  state 
association. 

The  Phoenix  Mutual  Life  reports  a  gain  of  new 
business,  as  compared  with  '99'. 

The  Penn  Mutual's  new  business  has  increased 
over  $4,000,000,  as  compared  with  last  year. 

A.  H.  Stewart,  Denver,  is  the  new  manager  of  the 
Union  Mutual  Life  tor  Colorado  and  Wyoming. 

The  Washington  Life  made  a  good  purchase 
when  it  bought  the  adjoining  premises,  last  month, 
for  $303,000. 

W.  E.  Stevens,  secretary  of  the  Provident  Sav- 
ings Life,  completed  his  twenty-fifth  year  with  the 
company  last  month. 

W.  P.  Motley  of  the  Pacific  Mutual  at  Kansas 
City  got  a  judgment  against  his  ex-city  agent, 
Fred  W.  Bohle,  who  is  now  working  for  the  Trav- 
elers. 

The  Knights  of  Honor,  a  fraternal  insurance 
society,  has  decided  to  accept  no  more  applications 
for  membership  from  Christian  Science,  Mental 
Science  and  Faith  Cure  believers. 

The  alarmed  Knights  of  Honor  will  not  pay  sui- 
cide claims  on  certificates  under  five  years  old. 
Members  who  have  paid  the  full  amount  of  their 
benefits  will  not  be  relieved  from  further  assess- 
ments.   There  is  handwriting  on  the  wall. 

The  Insurance  Press  puts  San  Francisco  as 
seventh  in  a  list  of  life  insurance  payments  in 
1899— next  to  Baltimore  and  ahead  of  St.  Louis — 
with  $2,605,928.    Other  Coast  cities  are : 

Denver      $1,054,300 

Los  Angeles 405,010 

Portland 384,406 

Stockton 202,676 

Salt  Lake 192,616 

Seattle 160,732 

Tacoma 141,528 

Spokane 108,803 

"The  ^tna,"  the  ^Etna  Life's  paper,  has  a 
special  semi-centennial  anniversary  number,  dated 
July,  1900— Vol.  XXXIV,  No.  1.  The  contents  are 
of  great  interest,  the  illustrations  are  appropriate 
and  well  executed,  and  the  entire  paper  is  an 
artistic  and  editorial  success.  On  the  first  page 
is  a  superb  half  tone  of  the  company's  home  office 
building,  which  is  in  marked  contrast  to  the  first 
building  in  1850,  a  pen  sketch  of  which  appears  on 
the  second  page.  The  portraits  include  those  of 
E.  A.  Bulkeley,.president  from  1850  to  1872;  T.  O. 
Enders,  secretary  1858-1872,  president  1872-1879; 
Morgan  G.  Bulkeley,  who  has  been  president  since 
1879;  Daniel  Phillips,  the  oldest  living  policy- 
holder, aged  91,  insured  in  1850;  Dr.  G.  W.  Russell, 
senior  medical  director;  Wm.  H.  Bulkeley.  auditor; 
J.  L.  English,  secretary;  H.  W.  St.  John,  actuary; 
G.  E.  Gilbert,  assistant  secretary ;  W.  C.  Faxon, 
assistant  secretary.  The  illustrated  article  on 
the  city  of  Hartford  has  both  historical  and  per- 
sonal interest. 
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Fire  Losses  in  the  San  Joaquin  Valley. 

The  valley  of  the  San  Joaquin  river, 
California,  is  rich,  hot  and  usually  dry. 
The  rainfall  is  generally  light,  but  rich 
harvests  follow  failures;  and  the  raisins 
and  other  horticultural  products  of  this 
long-  and  fertile  valley  have  made  it 
famous.  The  physical  hazard,  owing  to 
the  heat  and  the  restricted  rainfall,  is  not 
as  good  as  along  the  nearby  coast. 

Statistics  were  gathered  some  years 
ago,  showing  a  high  loss  ratio  and  inade- 
quate rates;  but  then,  as  now,  as  we  learn 
on  inquiry,  a  number  of  offices  reported 
a  profitable  business  in  the  San  Joaquin. 

We  have  compiled,  for  the  first  time,  a 
table  of  the  insurance  losses  in  the  valley, 
by  counties.  This  table  we  printed  as  an 
advance  sheet  a  few  weeks  ago,  but  have 
made  some  corrections  and  additions  in 
the  revised  table  printed  elsewhere  this 
month. 

The  table,  we  are  sure,  will  repay  care- 
ful attention.  Fresno  county  leads,  with 
$2,2.36,003  in  twenty -one  years.  This  is 
over  a  third  of  the  grand  total  for  the 
valley.  Fresno  city,  not  the  physical 
hazard  of  the  valley,  is  responsible  for 
much  of  this.  The  moral  hazard  of 
Fresno  city  has  never  excelled. 

The  proportion  of  the  losses  paid  in 
the  San  .Joaquin  valley,  as  compared  with 
the  remainder  of  California,  is  very  large, 
being  12.35  per  cent.  This  is  a  proportion 
which  justifies  high  rates. 

The  totals  at  the  bottom  of  the  page 
table  may  require  some  explanation. 
Two  years'  tax  values  of  improvements 
are  made  for  the  purpose  of  comparisons — 
'88  and  '98.  The  increase  for  the  valley 
is  $4,000,000,  which,  though  the  assessed 
values  are  low  and  arbitrary,  may  be 
accepted  as  good  evidence  of  growth  and 
prosperity. 

The  percentage  of  taxable  improve- 
ments is  7.2,  as  compared  with  the  total 
for  California.  The  ratio  of  fire  losses 
paid  to  the  total  paid  in  the  state  has 
averaged  12.35.  In  other  words,  though 
having  only  7  per  cent,  of  the  taxable 
improvements,  the  valley  has  been  collect- 
ing 12  per  cent,  of  the  insurance  paid. 


The  lower  line  of  percentages  is  equally 
significant.  The  percent,  of  losses  to  pres- 
ent combustible  taxed  values,  during  the 
twenty-one  years  covered  by  the  table, 
has  been  32.5  in  the  San  Joaquin  valley 
and  only  18.8  in  the  whole  state.  This 
disproportion  corresponds  with  that  of 
the  valley  losses  paid  as  compared  with 
state  losses  paid. 

Among  the  valley  counties.  Kings, 
Tulare  and  Fresno  lead  in  extraordinary 
percentages  of  losses  to  combustible 
values.  Kern  and  Merced  follow,  while 
San  Joaquin,  in  which  is  the  city  of 
Stockton,  has  a  percentage  of  only  13.1, 
or  nearly  6  per  cent,  less  than  the  state 
at  large. 

The  presentation  of  these  property  and 
percentage  figures,  which  are  the  best  at 
our  command,  is  merely  to  illustrate  the 
high  "burning  line"  ratio  of  the  San 
Joaquin  valley  counties  as  compared  with 
the  remainder  of  the  state.  We  thereby 
demonstrate  that  rates  should  be  consid- 
erably higher  in  the  valley  than  else- 
where in  the  state.  Whether  the  San 
Joaquin  valley  business  is  profitable  at 
present  rates  or  not  we  are  not  in  a  posi- 
tion to  say  and  are  not  discussing. 


Aachen  &  Munich  Fire  Insurance   Company. 

The  Aachen  &  Munich,  of  Aix  la 
Chapelle,  Germany,  presents  the  follow- 
ing totals  in  its  annual  statement: 

Assets,  $5,329,493:  liabilities,  $2,463,701; 
net  surplus  over  capital  and  all  liabil- 
ities, $2,415,791;  surplus  to  policyholders, 
$2,865,791. 

Premiums  received,  $2,191,521;  income, 
$2,357,993. 

Losses  paid,  $1,406,533;  dividends  to 
stockholders,  $314,187;  all  other  expen- 
ditures, $813,007:  total  expenditures, 
$2,533,728.  Losses  to  premiums  were  64.2 
per  cent;  expenses,  37.1  percent. 

Comparing  these  figures  with  those  of 
the  previous  year  we  find  that  both  assets 
and  surplus  funds  made  noteworthy  gains. 
The  Aachen  &  Munich,  however,  did  not 
escape  the  general  excess  loss  experience 
of  1899.  It  is  in  good  company  in  this 
respect,  however,    and   having  large   re- 
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sources  can  afford  to  pay  the  usual  hand- 
some dividends.  The  income,  as  it  was, 
left  a  large  balance  over  losses  and 
expenses. 

The  Aachen  &  Munich  is  specially 
strong  in  assets  and  net  surplus.  Of  the 
$5,329,493  assets,  not  far  from  half  is  sur- 
plus over  capital  and  all  liabilities.  Ex- 
cessive losses  in  great  conflagrations  would 
still  leave  the  company  with  surplus 
funds. 

The  American  branch  has  nearly  a  mil- 
lion assets  invested  in  this  country.  Of 
this  goodly  sum,  $524,349  is  clear  surplus. 

The  Pacific  Coast  department,  under 
the  direction  of  Manager  Cesar  Bertheau 
and  Assistant  Manager  Alfred  R.  Grim, 
is  doing  an  increasing  and  profitable  busi- 
ness in  this  field,  where  the  company's 
premiums  have  advanced  from  $80,174  in 
1895  to  $135,898  in  1899. 


while  the  profits  to  the  beneficiaries  over 
cost  were  $32,119. 


Increase  of  Capital  to  $500,000. 

The  Security  Trust  &  Life  Insurance 
Company,  at  the  June  meeting  of  the 
directors,  voted  to  issue  the  remaining 
$150,000  of  the  authorized  capital.  This 
additional  issue  increases  the  capital  of 
the  company  to  $500,000. 

This  company  issues  the  various  forms 
of  life  insurance  policies,  and  also  makes 
a  specialty  of  high  grade  sub-standard 
lives.  As  is  well  known,  there  are  many 
applicants  for  life  insurance  who  are  not 
quite  up  to  the  medical  standard,  but  who 
are  nevertheless  good  risks,  with  an 
average  longevity  about  equal  to  that  of 
those  who  have  no  flaw  in  their  family 
history.  Foreign  companies  have  long 
recognized  the  insurability  of  these  risks, 
and  have  accepted  them  at  a  slight  addi- 
tional charge;  but  the  Security  Trust  & 
Life  is  a  successful  pioneer  in  the  insur- 
ance of  these  technically  deficient  lives,  in 
a  class  by  themselves,  in  this  country. 


The  Mutual  Life  of  New  York  is  now 
issuing  a  Califoi-nia  edition  of  the  Weekly 
Statement.  We  note  from  this  that  dur- 
ing the  four  weeks  ending  June  16,  sixteen 
death  claims  were  paid  to  the  benefi- 
ciaries of  deceased  policy liolders  in  Cali- 
fornia.    The  amount  in  cash  was  $59,167, 


The    National    Life's    Semi-Annual    Figures. 

The  National  Life  of  Vermont,  which  is 
now  celebrating  its  fiftieth  year,  reports 
for  the  half-year  an  increase  of  $3,985,521 
in  insurance  in  force  and  a  gain  of  $783,- 
660  in  net  assets.  The  assets  now  amount 
to  $17,430,587. 

The  income  for  the  six  months  was 
$2, 188, 260.     The  outgo  was  $1, 404, 600. 

During  the  half-year  the  $8,506,685  new 
business  was  written,  making  the  total  in 
force  $93,875,547.  Notwithstanding  the 
increased  business,  the  death  losses  have 
been  less  than  for  the  same  time  in  '99. 
It  is  an  evidence  of  good  times,  as  well  as 
of  satisfaction  with  the  company,  that 
surrenders  have  also  been  less. 


Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  of  the  Pacific 
Excepted. 

The  "Agreement  of  1900"  was  adopted  at 
the  New  York  conference  on  June  22.  Pres- 
ident Irvin  of  the  Fire  Association'  was 
elected  chairman.  The  agreement  covers 
rates,  commissions,  brokerage,  large  cities, 
agents  and  agencies,  credits,  reinsurance, 
schedule  policies,  observance  of  tariff  rates, 
and  "separation." 

The  territories  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Under- 
writers of  the  Pacific  and  the  Western  Union 
have  been  specifically  excepted.  The  rela- 
tion of  the  committee  of  supervision  to  these 
associations  will  be  merely  advisory. 


The  Cop  of  Life  Insurance- 

Ah,  my  Beloved,  fill  the  Cup  that  clears 
To-day  of  past  regrets  and  Future  Fears : 
To-7norrow!—Wh.y  to-morrow  I  may  be 
Myself  with  Yesterday's  Sev'n  thousand  Years. 
—Omar  Khayyam. 

Fill  the  cup  of  life  insurance,  that  life  may 
send  a  challenge  to  its  end,  and  when  it  comes 
say,  Welcome,  friend ! 


At  the  earnest  I'equest  of  Chief  Bibb  of 
Lewiston,  Mont.,  a  good  fire  bell  will  be  pur- 
chased bj'  the  town.  To  harmonize  with  the 
eternal  fitness  of  things,  Councilman  Brassey 
was  made  chairman  of  the  committee  in 
charge. 


Olympia,    Wash.,    has  ordered   800  feet  of 
new  hose  for  its  department. 
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Life  Paragraphs. 

Illinois  fraternal  societies  have  been 
put  under  the  ban  by  the  Nebraska  insur- 
ance department. 

President  James  W.  Alexander  of 
the  Equitable  Life  has  a  strong-  ai'ticle, 
entitled  "Some  Pi-ejudices  About  Life  In- 
surance, "  in  the  July  Atlantic  Monthly. 

An  Eastern  life  office  has  just  written  a 
policy  for  $1,100,000  on  Hahne  &  Co., 
Newark — partnership — at  an  annual  pre- 
mium of  $19, 778. 75.  The  i-evenue  stamps 
amounted  to  $880. 

Invitations  to  the  annual  convention 
and  banquet  of  the  National  Association 
of  Life  Underwriters  to  be  held  at  Sara- 
toga, N.  Y.,  September  11-12  ai-e  out. 
Send  on  your  acceptance  to  the  secretary, 
E.  W.  Christy,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  before 
September. 

The  Phoenix  Mutual  Life  has  just  writ- 
ten a  70  year  life  annuity  policy  of  $100,000 
on  a  Minnesota  man  aged  55.  It  is  a  15 
year  endowment  with  a  premium  of  $84,- 
137.  If  the  assured  dies  before  he  reaches 
70  his  estate  will  g-et  $100,000.  Surviving, 
he  will  have  the  option  of  taking  $150,000 
paid-up  insurance,  $130,000  in  cash,  or  an 
annuity  of  $18,000.  The  policy  required 
$86  in  revenue  stamps  and  the  agent's 
commission  was  nearly  $6,000. 

There  is  a  difference !  Insui'ance  Press, 
which  has  been  printing  payments  by  life 
companies  in  the  various  states,  compiles 
a  summary  in  the  June  13  number.  The 
figures  are  declared  to  "include  only  pay- 
ments under  matui^ed  policies" — "settle- 
ments of  death  claiiHS  and  of  various  forms 
of  endowment  and  investment  contracts. " 
In  the  list  of  cities  San  Francisco  stands 
seventh,  with  $2,605,928,  which  happens 
to  be  more  than  the  total  for  all 
California,  according  to  the  sworn  reports 
on  file  with  the  insurance  department. 
The  Press  gives  the  total  for  the  state  as 
$5,077,552,  while  the  official  total  is  only 
$2,1:37,543.  We  await  an  explanation  by 
our  enterprising  New  Yoi-k  contemporary. 
We  also,  note  with  surprise  that  the  late 
George  L.  North  is  credited  with  having 
$50,000  insurance.    . 


The  Massachusetts  legislature  has 
passed  the  3^  per  cent  life  reserve  bill 
and  it  has  become  a  law. 

The  American  Union  Life  may  reinsure 
in  the  National  Life,  U.  S.  A.,  of  Chi-' 
cago — Mabie's  company. 

The  Provident  Savings  Life  has 
appointed  Dean  H.  Pettis  manager  for 
British  Columbia,  with  headquarters  at 
Vancouver. 

The  Prussian  government  has  again 
refused  to  admit  the  Mutual  Life  of  New 
York,  unless  the  company  disposes  of  all 
its  stock  assets. 

The  Germania  Life  has  entered 
Mexico,  where  it  should  receive  the  cor- 
dial welcome  due  a  strong  and  up-to-date 
life  insurance  company. 

The  editor  of  this  paper  was  probably 
the  first  to  suggest  installment  life  insur- 
ance. About  fifteen  years  ago  he  tried  to 
get  the  installment  plan  copyrighted,  but 
on  learning  that  only  the  form  of  the  pol- 
icy could  be  copyrighted  he  dismissed  the 
subject,  after  vainly  endeavoring  to  get  a 
money  consideration  for  the  new  idea. 

If  you  believe,  thoroughly  believe,  that 
the  company  you  are  representing  is  the 
best  company  in  the  world;  if  you  believe 
it,  not  because  somebody  has  told  you  so, 
but  because  you  have  studied  the  question 
exhaustively  enough  to  become  fortified 
with  reasons  for  your  belief,  then  your 
belief  will  be  so  strong,  so  all-pervading, 
that  the  man  to  whom  you  are  talking  is 
bound  to  think  as  you  do.  If  you  have 
carefully  studied  the  man  you  are  trying 
to  insure,  have  diagnosed  his  case  care- 
fully, putting  yourself  in  his  place — select- 
ing for  him  the  policy  that,  all  things 
considered,  is  best  adapted  to  his  needs — 
doing  this  in  such  a  way  that  you  are 
convinced  you  are  right,  then  your  belief 
in  it  will  be  so  complete  that  no  one  can 
shake  it,  and  your  man  will  very  soon  be- 
lieve as  you  do. — Perkins.  Very  good: 
and  the  agent  may  properly  believe  that 
his  company,  though  the  smallest,  is  the 
best,  and  every  bit  as  strong  and  solvent 
as  the  largest  company  on  earth — which 
ever  that  may  be. 
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Death  of  Ex-Secretary  J.  N.  Patton. 

Jasper  Newton  Patton,  whose  resignation 
of  the  secretaryship  of  the  Pacific  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Company  in  May  on  account  of 
ill  health  we  recently  recorded,  passed  away 
on  June  25.  The  deceased  had  been  a  sufferer, 
in  various  ways,  from  poor  health  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  hard- 
ships and  exposures  of  army  life  when  a  youth 

laid  the  foundation  for 

the  disease  which  final- 
ly ended  his  earthly 
career  in  his  fifty- 
sixth  year. 

Mr.  Patton  was  born 
in  Quincy,  O..  Novem- 
ber 24, 1844.  The  Civil 
War  found  in  him  an 
ardent  champion  of  his 
country ;  and  on  the 
14th  of  October,  not 
quite  17  years  old,  he 
enlisted  in  Capt.  Nich- 
olas Trapp's  Co.  G. 
First  Reg.  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Inf.,  for  thi-ee 
years.  Eight  months 
later  the  boy  was  dis- 
charged on  account  of 
disability,  having  con- 
tracted rheumatism  in 
an  acute  form.  Recov- 
ering, the  brave  and 
patrioticlad  re-enlisted  I 
in  the  Eleventh  Ohio,  ■■^■^■^■■^^i^^ 
and  participated  in  such  great  battles  as 
Shiloh  and  Pittsburg  Landing.  He  was 
mustered  out,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  June 
9,  1865,  at  Ft.  Leavenworth,  by  Maj.  Wm. 
O.  Gould,  of  the  Fourteenth  Kansas,  now 
actuary  of  the  Pacific  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
Company. 

Mr.  Patton  was  subsequently  employed  in 
Paul   E.   Haven's    fire  insurance  agency  in 


Leavenworth.  He  resigned  a  clerkship  in 
the  oftice  of  the  Missouri  V'alley  Life  Ins.  Co. 
to  become  the  assistant  secretary  of  the 
Alliance  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  and  later  be- 
came the  secretary,  holding  that  position  until 
the  company  reinsured  in  the  Pa,cific  Mutual 
Life  Ins.  Co.  While  a  resident  of  Kansas  Mr. 
PattOTi  was  married  to  a  daughter  of  the  well 
known  Col.  Jeunison. 

Coming  to  California  in 

11878,  Mr.  Patton  entered 
the  service  of  the  Pacific 
Mutual  Life  Insurance 
Company,  and  was  placed 
in  charge  of  the  loan  de- 
partment. His  experi- 
ence, tact,  ability  and  in- 
tegrity assured  his  ad- 
vancement in  the  com- 
pany's service.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1882,  he  was  elected 
assistant  secretary, 
which  was  followed  by 
his  election  as  secretary, 
succeeding  Mr.  Mott  on 
the  death  of  that  official. 
In  August  last,  after  be- 
ing threatened  with 
blindness  for  years,  and 
suffering  from  inflamma- 
tory rheumatism,  leave 
of  absence  was  granted 
him.  But  it  soon  became 
evident  that  the  case 
was  hopeless.  In  May 
last,  as  previously  an- 
nounced in  these  columns, 
Mr,  Patton  resigned  his 
office,  after  filling  it  most 
acceptably  for  eighteen  years,  and  after  loyally 
serving  the  company  for  twenty-two  years.  A  lit- 
tle more  than  a  month  later  numerous  friends 
joined  in  the  last  sad  rites. 

Mr,  Patton  was  a  modest,  high-minded  gentle- 
man. During  the  many  years  we  knew  him  he 
never  mentioned  his  army  experience.  His  senti- 
ments were  elevated,  his  sympathies  were  wide, 
his  conduct  was  irreproachable.  The  community 
has  lost  a  most  honorable  citizen. 


Abroad  for  the  New^s. — In  the  United 
States,  there  is  a  form  of  insurance  on  farm- 
ing risks,  which,  for  an  arranged  premium, 
provides  for  the  payment,  at  the  end  of  the 
proper  season,  of  a  fixed  amount  per  acre  for 
the  crop  grown  on  the  land,  ii-respective  of 
the  rise  or  fall  of  the  market,  or  the  good  or 
bad  season.  But  there  must  surely  be  some 
provision  against  unskillful  farming  or  delib- 
erate neglect  of  the  crops.  And  the  insur- 
ance company  ought  to  have  the  advantage,  if 
any,  of  a  rising  market.— Post  Mag.,  London. 


Moses  Tanenbaum  is  trying  to  knock  out 
the  New  York  Fire  Insui-ance  Exchange. 
Moses  is  a  broker  who  agrees  to  place  insur- 
ance at  a  stipulated  figure,  regardless  of 
tariff  rates.  Wiien  rates  went  to  the  infernal 
depths,  Moses  was  very  cheerful,  and  smiled 
when  his  customers  asked  for  the  prevailing 
cut  rates.  The  courts  upheld  Moses.  Now 
his  customers  are  holding  him  to  his  contract, 
and  it  is  Moses  who  wants  relief  from  the 
courts.  He  wants  the  local  tariff"  association 
abolished. 
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Deserted  by  Assessmentism. 

A  PROMINENT  MAINE  MAN  WHO  PAID  ASSESS- 
MENTS TWENTY-FIVE  TEARS,  OUTLIVED  FOUR 
ASSOCIATIONS,  AND  NOW  FINDS  HIMSELF 
WITHOUT  PROTECTION  AND  TOO  OLD  TO  PRO- 
CURE GENUINE  INSURANCE  UPON  THE  OLD- 
LINE  PLAN — WHAT  HE  THINKS  OF  THE  PRAC- 
TICAL OPERATION  OF  THE  ASSESSMENT 
THEORY. 

The  following  letter,  addressed  to  E.  H. 
Langston,  Augusta,  Me.,  is  printed  in  the 
"Union  Mutual:" 

Dear  Sir:  For  more  than  twenty-five  years 
I  have  carried  insurance  in  assessment  com- 
panies. I  have  been  a  member  of  at  least 
four,  the  last  of  which  was  the  Maine  Bene- 
fit. 

Each  has  died  of  innate  unsoundness. 
While  the  management  in  all  these  compan- 
ies has  been  honest,  the  principle  of  assess- 
ment insurance  is  all  wrong,  a  delusion  to 
those  who  do  not  die  young. 

We  hear  much  about  the  good  that  has  been 
done  by  these  associations  when  a  member 
dies  early,  but  we  never  hear  of  the  evils  re- 
sulting to  those  who  outlive  the  company. 

Such  persons  pays  for  years  and  when  the 
company  fails,  as  all  must,  in  my  opinion,  be- 
ing on  a  wrong  basis,  they  find  themselves 
debarred  from  obtaining  insurance,  by  age  or 
disability,  in  any  old-line  life  insurance  com- 
pany. 

By  the  failure  of  the  Maine  Benefit  I  find 
myself  in  this  condition. 

If  what  I  may  say  will  prevent  others  from 
the  fate  that  has  overtaken  me  and  cause 
them  to  avoid  all  assessment  schemes,  I  shall 
be  repaid  for  giving  this  word  of  warning,  but, 
knowing  how  anxious  people  are  to  get  "some- 
thing for  nothing,"  and  this  applies  to  insur- 
ance as  w' ell  as  to  other  matters  of  business, 
I  shall  expect  to  see  the  rise  of  new  and  flat- 
tering schemes  of  cheap  insurance  and  a  new 
crop  of  fools  to  be  in  the  end  beaten  as  I  have 
been. 

Beware  of  all  assessment  life  insurance  is 
the  advice  I  would  give  ! 

Yours  respectfulh", 

C.    J.   SHADBOURNE. 


The  Lloyd  White  Case. — The  demurrer  of 
the  Mutual  Life  of  New  York  to  the  complaint 
in  the  suit  of  the  executor  of  the  estate  of  the 
late  Lloyd  White  (who  was  killed  at  the 
Baldwin  fire),  has  been  sustained  by  Judge 
Seawell.    The  court  held  that  an  "  annuity  is 


not  apportionable,"  and  that  if  an  entire  in- 
stallment does  not  mature  during  the  life  of 
the  annuitant,  no  portion  thereof  can  be  col- 
lected by  his  representatives  after  death. 
The  court  further  held  that  the  rights  of  the 
company  under  its  contract  were  in  no  wise 
impaired  by  reason  of  his  death,  and  the  de- 
murrer was  accordingly  sustained.  The  $53,- 
000  paid  for  the  annuity  of  $3,600,  a  few  weeks 
before  death,  was  also  claimed  by  the  heirs, 
on  a  technicality. 

Utah  Utterings. 

Geo.  H.  Batchelder  of  the  Niagara  and 
Providence-Washington  was  a  recent  visitor. 

Manager  Lamey  dropped  off  and  spent  a 
couple  of  days  with  his  agencies,  as  he  was 
returning  to  Denver. 

Special  Patterson  has  planted  the  New 
Zealand  in  this  state,  and  has  appointed  W. 
S.  Giesy  as  agent  for  Salt  Lake. 

Asst.  Sect'y  Geo.  H.  Moore  of  Chicago 
spent  a  couple  of  days  with  his  Salt  Lake  and 
Ogden  agents  during  the  month.  The  L.  & 
L.  <St  G.  is  well  looked  after  in  this  field,  and 
has  a  nice  desirable  business. 

The  local  board  has  been  advised  by  Pres- 
ident Driggs  of  the  Williamsburg  City  that 
he  will  stop  the  rate  cutting.  It  is  hoped 
that  he  will  take  active  steps  in  this  direc- 
tion in  the  near  future,  as  the  agents  have 
stood  six  months  of  it  already,  and  had  about 
given  up  hope  of  relief. 

Special  G.  B.  Kempster  of  Denver  has 
entered  the  Manhattan  for  business  in  the 
state  again,  and  it  is  rumored  that  he  will 
appoint  Special  Agent  Eli  H.  Pierce  as  local 
representative  in  Salt  Lake,  provided  Mr. 
Pierce  will  join  the  local  board  and  stop 
cutting  rates  with  the  Williamsburg  City. 

The  new  Ogden  board  has  adopted  stringent 
measures  to  stop  rebating,  and  to  meet  non- 
board  competition,  and  as  all  of  the  leading 
agents  have  signed  the  constitution,  and 
express  a  determination  to  live  up  to  the 
requirements  thereof,  there  is  good  prospect 
of  a  marked  change  in  the  local  affairs  of 
Ogden  in  the  next  few  weeks. 

'-hatu." 

From  Wilder's  Insurance  Magazine  :  "The 
Coast  Review  has  shown  no  falling  off  in  any 
department  since  the  death  of  Mr.  Edwards. 
The  Review  is  remarkable  for  the  fullness 
and  variety  of  its  insurance  news  from  the 
Coast  states,  and  its  handsome  appearance." 
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John  Edward  Sweeney. 

THE  HEROIC  FIREMAN  WHO  LOST  HIS  LIFE  WHILE 
SAVING  THE  LIFE  OF  ANOTHER — THE  ADMIR- 
ING AND  SYMPATHETIC  PUBLIC  GENEROUSLY 
CONTRIBUTES  OVER  EIGHTEEN  THOUSAND 
DOLLARS    TO   HIS   WIDOW   AND    CHILDREN. 

It  is  a  brief  story  of  a  brave  and  self-sacrific- 
ing deed  of  a  San  Francisco  fireman.  A  cry 
for  help  rang  out  from  a  burning  dwelling, 
and  John  Edward  Sweeney,  of  engine  29, 
dashed  up  the  stairs  through  flame  and  smoke. 
There  was  not  a  moment's  hesitation,  though 
the  increasing  peril  was  sure  and  swift  as 
death.    Returning  to  the  head  of  the  stairs 


with  the  insensible  form  of  a  man  in  his  arms, 
Sweeney  found  that  retreat  had  been  cut  off 
in  every  direction  except  through  consuming 
fire  and  suffocating  smoke.  The  humane  in- 
stincts and  stout  heart  of  the  noble  fellow, 
which  had  prompted  him  to  spring  to  the  aid 
of  a  perishing  fellow  creature,  at  the  peril  of 
his  own  life,  now  urged  him  to  grimly  per- 
severe to  the  fatal  end.  He  did  not  drop  his 
burden  and  leap  to  safety;  but  genei'ously 
shielding  the  face  of  the  man  with  his  own 
coat,  he  bore  him  down  the  tottering,  blazing 
stairs.  Staggering  through  the  doorwaj', 
Sweeney  threw  the  man  into  the  sti'eet,  and 
would  himself  have  fallen  back  into  the  fur- 
nace had  not  willing  hands  seized  him  in  time. 
Never  did  armed  soldier  do  a  braver  deed. 
Our  little  world  has  rung  with  Sweeney's 
praise,  heightened  by  the  knowledge  that  he 
had  previouslj'  saved  a  human  life  under  simi- 


lar dangerous  circumstances.  All  the  world 
admires  a  hei'o. 

Poor  Sweeney  was  badly  burned  about  the 
face  and  body,  and  had  seemingly  inhaled 
fire.  He  lingered  in  agony  a  brief  time,  and 
died  amid  the  sincere  regrets  of  a  sympa- 
thizing people. 

The  response  to  the  appeal  for  the  relief  of 
his  bereaved  widow  and  little  children  was 
instantaneous,  widespread  and  generous.  At 
the  present  writing  the  total  of  the  funds 
contributed  exceeds  $18,300.  Chief  Sullivan 
of  the  San  Francisco  Fire  Department  is  the 
custodian  of  this  handsome  gift  fund,  and  will 
invest  it  safeh',  with  the  adviceof  the  principal 
contributors,  so  as  to  produce  a  modest  but 
sufficient  income  for  the  little  family  of  the 
dead  fireman. 


The  Fourth. 

Twenty-five  alarms  with  an  average  loss 
for  each  of  S~00,  about  covers  the  bill  for  San 
Francisco  losses  by  fire  on  The  Glorious. 
The  thanks  of  the  underwriters  and  the 
community  generally  are  due  the  fire  de- 
partment for  vigilance  and  untiring  activity. 

In  Seattle  a  fire  caused  by  a  skyrocket 
burned  the  business  block  occupied  by  Holden 
&,  Wilson,  Rudolph  Gross  and  Rhodes  Bros,  on 
Second  avenue.  The  building  was  destroyed 
together  with  most  of  the  contents. 

In  Merced,  Gal.,  during  the  fireworks  ex- 
hibition on  the  night  of  the  Fourth,  a  sky- 
rocket fell  into  Hartley's  grain  field  and 
burned  about  '200  acres  of  grain. 

Near  Los  Gatos,  Cal.,  fireworks  are  said  to 
have  been  the  cause  of  a  fire  that  destroyed 
"The  Cottage,"  a  sporting  resort  on  the 
Saratoga  road. 

Losses  due  to  fireworks  were  unusually 
light  throughout  the  countrv  this  vear. 


Dangerous  Patent  Gasoline  Lamps. 
A  new  gasoline  lamp,  which  gives  a  very 
bright  and  satisfactory  light,  is  being  gen- 
erallj'  introduced  throughout  the  Pacific  Coast 
states.  The  lamp  costs  about  eight  dollars, 
and  as  it  can  be  used  both  in  hanging  and 
wall  fittings  it  takes  well  with  country  mer- 
chants, saloon  men  and  small  country  traders. 
The  lamp  has  its  drawbacks,  however.  Re- 
centlj'  several  tires  have  been  started  bj-  it 
in  different  towns  where  it  is  in  use.  The 
theory  generally  accepted  is  that  as  the 
lamp  grows  old  the  stopcock  loosens  and  the 
gasoline  runs  down  to  the  light,  causing  ex- 
plosions and  fires. 
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Answers  to  Correspondents. 

Mutual  Fire. — You  will  lind  an  author- 
itative statement  of  the  facts  in  the  Coast 
Review  Chart,  following'  "Business  by 
Agencies." 

Kansas. — The  British  &  American  Ex- 
change Association,  "of  London,"  is  a 
wildcat.  It  has  no  corporate  existence, 
no  assets,  and  no  habitation.  Its  con- 
tract is  not  worth  a  cent. 

Indianapolis  Fire. — This  company  was 
organized  in  1899.  Is  has  $300,991  assets, 
according  to  the  report  of  January  1. 
Its  net  surplus  is  $94,365.  The  paid  up 
capital  is  $200,000. 

James. — You  will  make  a  great  mistake 
if  you  allow  your  life  insurance  to  be 
twisted.  The  company  named  by  the 
solicitor  will  not  give  you  a  better  con- 
tract. Reflect,  sir,  that  he  is  interested 
in  "  twisting  "  you. 

North. — The  State  Life  of  Indianapolis 
claims  $22,208,470  insurance  in  force, 
$417,781  assets  and  $161,534  surplus.  It  is 
incorporated  under  the  legal  reserve 
deposit  law  of  Indiana.  It  is  small,  but 
it  may  be  strong  nevertheless. 

Ancient  Order  of  United  Worhnen. — This 
order  was  organized  at  Meadville,  Pa.,  in 
October,  1868.  It  was  established  in  Cali- 
fornia by  institution  of  a  lodge  in  Oakland, 
August  21,  1875.  The  grand  lodge  of 
California  was  organized  November  17, 
1877. 

Mexico. — The  bonds  issued  by  the  Mex- 
ican government  can  hardly  be  classed  as 
first  class.  The  ability  as  well  as  the  dis- 
position to  pay  them  depends  on  the 
nature  of  events  following  the  election  of 
a  successor  to  President  Diaz.  The  Mex- 
ico of  to-day  is  very  different  from  that  of 
a  generation  ago;  but  political  rivalries, 
in  the  absence  of  a  strong  ruling  spirit, 
may  again  produce  a  revolution. 

Immortal.— A  subscriber  asks.  Does 
an  insurance  journal  ever  die?  We  sor- 
rowfully reply,  No,  never.  It  is  on 
record  that  one — in  Kansas  City — has 
suspended    animation — hibernated    as    it 


were — but  none  has  ever  died.  Insurance 
journals  are  immortal.  The  object  of 
your  dislike  will  survive  when  you  are 
dust.  The  only  way  to  kill  an  insurance 
journal  is  to  invent  an  insurance  backbone 
stiffnessine. 

Tlie  F.  B.—The  Fraternal  Brothei-hood 
of  Los  Angeles  is  an  assessment  associa- 
tion, presumably  organized  on  fraternal 
plans.  It  will  have  its  day.  TheBrother- 
hood  does  not  agree  to  pay  in  full  from 
the  start.  It  does  not  purpose  to  die  too 
soon.  The  references  are  of  the  machine 
sort— turned  out  to  order  by  the  gross — too 
gross,  in  fact.  You  should  take  out  in- 
surance in  some  old  line  company  before 
it  is  too  late.  The  Fraternal  Brotherhood 
is  likely  to  be  an  unhappy  family  any 
day;  and  the  courts  may  be  requii'ed  to 
adjust  the  squabble.  Fraternal  insurance 
of  the  best  sort  is  not  good;  the  Fraternal 
Brotherhood  sort  we  regard  as  positively 
bad.  

The  Pacific  Mutoal's   Prosperous   Half-Year. 

The  semi-annual  showing  made  by  the 
Pacific  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  is 
remarkably  good.  Large  gains  have 
been  made  in  the  life,  industrial  and  acci- 
dent departments.  The  life  department 
is  in  an  especially  flourishing  condition. 

In  the  first  half-year  gains  in  life  insur- 
ance in  force  have  been  made  as  follows: 
in  '97,  $667,376;  in  '98,  $822,817;  in  '99, 
$1,337,187:  in  the  present  year,  $3,052,207. 
The  amount  in  force  is  now,  in  round 
■  numbers,  $25,000,000,  a  gain  of  nearly 
$9,000,000  in  three  years. 

The  industrial  department  makes  a 
good  showing,  with  a  steady  gain  of  in- 
surance written  and  in  force. 

The  accident  department  is  thriving, 
with  large  gains  in  premiums  written  and 
collected. 

We  congratulate  the  officials,  agents 
and  policyholders  of  the  Pacific  Mutual 
on  the  splendid  half-year's  work.  The 
company  was  never  stronger  or  more 
prosperous  than  at  present. 


It  is  no  trouble  to  get  the  general  agen- 
cy of  an  accident  company. 
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Over  $100,000  Premiums  in  the  Pacific  "West. 

The  following  companies  had  over  $100,000 
premiums  in  the  entire  Pacific  (and  Rocky 
Mountain)  West  in  1899.  Their  premiums  in 
this  territory  were : 

Companies.  Premiums. 

Fireman's  Fund %  535,037 

Hartford .  455,191 

Home 439,470 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  415,418 

Royal 382,438 

London  .fe  Lancashire  ....  831,131 

.^tna 323,853 

Commei-cial  Union 281,228 

Palatine 279,006 

Thuringia 278,772 

German-American 278,706 

Continental 249,124 

Ins.  Co.  of  North  America     .  241,887 

National 229,013 

Home  Mutual 228,960 

Norwich  Union 226,179 

Phoenix  of  Hartford     ....  225,547 

North  British  &  Mercantile  219,821 

Scottish  Union  »&  National    .  207,954 

Atlas 205,197 

Imperial        194,535 

Pennsylvania 191,969 

Connecticut 187,466 

Royal  Exchange 182,682 

Hamburg-Bremen 178,859 

Svea        178,683 

Alliance 171,624 

Transatlantic 169,441 

Phoenix,  London 168,265 

North  German 167,962 

Lancashire 167,766 

Manchester 167,430 

Fire  Association 163,701 

Sun 153,692 

Queen 149,752 

Union,  London 143,840 

Aachen  &  Munich     143,683 

Springfield 136,333 

Caledonian 131,338 

American,  Penn 131,212 

Northern,  London 128,102 

Milwaukee  Mechanics           .  124,199 

St.  Paul 118,749 

Lion 118,062 

American  Central 111,757 

Western 110,450 

Magdeburg 102,335 


At  Burns,  Ore.,  the  chief  argument  heard 
in  the  thriving  little  town  is  all  for  better 
fire  protection  before  Burns  burns. 
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June  Fires. 

These  flre  loss  reports  were 
originated  by  the  Coast  Review 
in  1880. 

LOSSES  BY  COMPANIES. 

Aachen  &  Munich    ....  $  10,219 

-(Etna 14,151 

Agricultural 2,407 

Alliance .   .  9,379 

American,  N.J 708 

American,  N.  Y 497 

American,  Pa 9,146 

American,  Boston  ....  252 

American  Central  ....  8,971 

Atlas 13,093 

Baloise 369 

Boston 4,980 

British  America 3,365 

Caledonian 7,118 

Commercial  Union  .   .   .   .  16,220 

Connecticut 6,219 

Delaware 350 

Fire  Associaiiou     ....  7,515 

Fireman's  Fund  ...       .  24,984 

Franklin 1,770 

German  Alliance     .   .       .  374 

German-American  .   .       .  17,228 

Girard 1,012 

Greenwich  .   .          ....  4,499 

Hamburg-Bremen   ....  2,724 

Hamburg-Underwriters  .  643 

Hanover 6,642 

Hartford 18,563 

Helvetia 2,916 

Home,  N.  Y 7,404 

Home  Mutual 9,925 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  .  11,193 

Imperial 12,198 

Kings  County 

Lancashire 3,501 

Law  Union  &  Crown  .   .   .  561 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .   .   .  i6,6ig 

Lion 6.622 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .  19,520 

London 1,263 

Magdeburg     ......  1,377 

Magdeburg.  N.  Y 1,321 

Manchester 7,767 

Mercantile 30 

Merchants 3,357 

Milwaukee  Mechanics     .  3,041 

National,  Hartford    .  .   .  22,056 

Netherlands 11,240 

New  Zealand 8,620 

New  York  Underwriters  .  6,561 

Niagara 205 

Northern 1,252 

North  German            ...  8,945 

North  British  &  Mercan.  12,776 

Norwich  Union 9,399 

Orient 6,592 

Palatine 18,129 

Pelican 1,289 


Pennsylvania 10, 775 

Phenix,  Brooklyn    ....  1,330 

Phila.  Underwriters  .  .  .  8,547 

Phoenix,  Hartford  ....  20,079 

Phoenix,  London      ....  13,415 

Providence-Washington  .  5,360 

Prussian  National  ....  8 

Queen I5,759 

Royal  Exchange 11,968 

Royal 21,851 

Scottish  Union  &  Nat'l   .  9,530 

Springfield 12,264 

Sun,  London 16,299 

State 2,450 

St.  Paul 5,300 

Svea 9,201 

Teutonia 1,511 

Traders i,745 

Transatlantic 5,832 

Thuringia- American  .   .   .  2,195 

Thuringia 9,194 

Union,  London 435 

Union,  Pa 1,060 

United  States 316 

Westchester 4,467 

Western 4,631 

Williamsburg  City     .   .   .  4,334 

Total $652,201 

Total  to  date,  1900  .  $2,077,640 
"        '■      "       1899 .  $2,150,124 

WASHINGTON. 
10  .  Concord,  school  bldg  &  conts  : 

Home     $1,000 

23  .  Cascade    Tunnell,  bldg    and 
conts : 

Netherlands $500 

State 500 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .    500 

Palatine 907 

23  .  Chehalis  co.,  shingle  mill: 

Phoenix,  Hartford  ....  $620 
30  .  (May)  EUensburg,  dwg: 

Hartford  Fire $600 

23  .  Kittas  CO.,  Idg  house  &  conts  : 

Providence-Washington  $500 
.  .  Kings  CO.,  fr  barn: 

Pennsylvania $800 

25  .  North  Yakima,  conts  f  r  dwg : 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .   .   .  $800 
.   .  North  Yakima,  dwg  &  conts  : 

Fireman's  Fund $500 

.   .  North  Yakima,  dwg : 

Fire  Association    ....  $500 
22  .  Olympia,  dwg  and  furni :    . 

German-American     .   .   .  $600 

Philadelphia  Underwrit.    575 
16  .  Port  Townsend.fr  store  bldg: 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .   .    .  $800 

4  .  Pierce  co.,  bldg: 

North  German $500 


25  .  Seattle,  shingle  mill : 

Svea $1,059 

Girard j,ooo 

Merchants 1,000 

Aachen  &  Munich    ...       953 

Hanover ^53 

Phcenix,  London  ....      709 

National 1,000 

Transatlantic 520 

24  .  Seattle,  bldg  and  conts: 

North  German $1,418 

6  .  Seattle,  conts : 

North  German $1,000 

26  .  Seattle,  stock  mdse : 

Thuringia $1,000 

.   .  Seattle,  stk  furni: 

Orient $700 

15  .  Seattle,  bdg  house : 

Westchester $1,000 

18  .  Spokane,  stk  mdse  in  store:  ' 

Northern      $r,ooo 

14  .  Spokane,  br  mercantile  bldg: 

Commercial  Union  .  .  .  $900 
.   .  Spokane,  br  bldg: 

Hartford  Fire $500 

16  .  Spokane,  furni  stk: 

Gi-eenwich $750 

14  .  Spokane,  fr  dwg: 

Greenwich $625 

7  .  Spokane  co.,  fr  dwg : 

Palatine $600 

24  .  Smiths  Cove,  saingle  mill : 

St.  Paul $703 

American  Central  .   .      .701 
30  .  Tacoma,  fr  bldg,   furni   and 
machy : 

Lion $1,500 

Imperial 1,200 

American,  Pa 2,000 

German-American  .  .   .    1,500 
Boston 500 

18  .  Tacoma,  machy  in  br  bldg: 

Sun $500 

8  .  Tacoma,  fr  dwg  and  furni : 

Palatine $600 

Commercial  Union    .  .   .    600 
22  .  Tunnel  City,  Idg  house : 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  $i,oco 

10    Vineland,  br  school  house: 

Springfield $i,oco 

National 1,000 

.   .  Valley,    Stevens    co.,     dwg, 
barns,  etc : 
Providence-Wash.  .   .   .  $1,350 

14  .  Whitman  co.,  fr  dwg  &  barn: 
Phoenix,  Hartford  ...  8    500 

19  Whatcom  CO..  lumber: 
Phenix,  Brooklyn   .       .  $i,oco 
Svea 500 
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13  .  Walla  Walla,  fr  dwg : 

St.  Paul ^400 


Losses  under  $5°°    •  • 
Total  Washington 


$14,881 
,  $58,324 


OREGON. 

5  .  Portland,  dry  kiln,  bldg  and 

conts: 

New  Zealand    ....     ^^■°°° 

Norwich  Union     ....       5"° 

Caledonian ^^7 

II  .  Umatilla,  threshing  machy  : 
Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe 

Losses  under  $5°°   •   ■  • 
Total  Oregon     .   -  . 


.  $1,000 
$2,245 
$5,362 


MONTANA. 


28 


$500 


30 


Anaconda,  dwg: 
Fire  Association 
.0    Butte,  br  &  f r  stable  &  conts : 

■  Svea ^650 

Lion '  ■   •   ■   ■       750 

Greenwich ^'33' 

Manchester 50° 

^tna ''°°° 

Helvetia ^'5°° 

Phila.  Underwriters  .   .       500 
National,  Hartford    .   .       50° 
13    Cascade  co.,  tor  and  fr  dwg ; 

Sun «^-'^°° 

31  .  (May)  Ekalaka,bldg  &furni: 

Thuringia ^^g? 

15  .Flathead  CO.,  fr  barn  &  conts: 
Phoenix.  Hartford  ....  $850 
Miles  City,  wool  whse : 

Boston *2-5oo 

Phila.  Underwriters      .    6,794 
London  &  Lancashire  .    9.5M 

State 2-450 

Netherlands 9.64° 

Royal 2-50° 

Queen "-^38 

Atlas     7.0C0 

Alliance    ...       .    •   ■   •    3.75° 
North  British    ...       .    2,785 

Sun 9,300 

Commercial  Union     .   .    6,000 

Orient 4,54o 

Royal  Exchange  5,76o 

Palatine      7,7oo 

Hartford 7,169 

New  Zealand  .  .  . 
Westchester  .... 
Aachen  &  Munich    . 

Hanover 

American  Central  . 
Phoenix,  Hartford  . 

Pennsylvania i>ooo 

German-American      .   .    2,500 
Phoenix,  London     .  .  .    2,340 

SpringHeld •    i,74o 

National,  Hartford   .   .    2,850 


Poenix,  Hartford $2,500 

Scottish  Union   .  .   .    2,500 

Manchester 2,140 

Caledonian i'6oo 

Total $123,403 

20  .  Missoula,  frdwg: 

Connecticut $600 

20  .  Medelal  Lake,  br  saloon: 

Royal •   •    ■   -fcoo 

24  .  Revalli  co.,  fr  barn: 

'American  Central  ....  $700 
4  .  Trail  Creek,  bldg  and  stk: 

Fire  Association    ....  $800 
Losses  under  $500    .   .   .   .  56,o2o 
Total  Montana  .   .   .  $163,401 
COLORADO. 

26  .  Denver,  smelter: 

North  British  &  Mercan  .  $821 

Royal  Exchange 821 

4  .  Denver,  mdse  and  fixtures : 

Imperial ^727 

9  .  Leadville.offlce&meatwhse: 

Atlas ^846 

8  .  Monte  Vista,  dwg  and  conts: 

National,  Hartford    .   .$1,350 

.   .  Ouray,  dwg : 

Western $1,063 

Losses  under  $500  .   .   .   .  $  6,411 
Total  Colorado    .   .   .  $12,039 


4,193 
2,000 
3,000 
2,500 
2,000 
2,500 


IDAHO. 

liendrick,  flour  mill : 
British  America  .   .   .   .$1,000 
Fire  Association  .   .   .       3-5oo 

Imperial i-Soc 

.  Kootenay  co.,  fr  sawmill: 

Svea ^i.ooo 

American,    Pa 1,000 

.  Lewiston,  bldg,  stk,  etc: 

Thuringia $691 

Moscow,  sawmill  and  mchy: 

Merchants $   5oo 

Alliance ',250 

Home  Mutual '.ooo 

Phoenix,  London  ...  75o 

.  Placerville,  fr  store  bldg: 

Home ^'-ooo 

Ins.  Co.  of  N.  America  .    2,203 

Springfield 5oo 

Nationiil,  Hartford    .   .    2,636 
'  .  Salmon  City,  fr  flour  mill  and 
conts : 

Imperial $1,500 

Lion ''500 

Norwich  Union    ....    1.500 
German-American  .  .  .    2,000 

Svea i-soo 

Agricultural 1,000 

Total      *9,ooo 


8    Wardner,  conts  Idg  house : 
Aachen  &  Munich  ....  $500 

Losses  under  $500    .   .   .   .$1,648 

Total  Idaho $29,678 

ARIZONA. 

15  .  Coconino  co.,  fr  saw  mill: 

Svea , $500 

American,  Pa 500 

15  .  Flagstaff,  fr  saw  mill: 

Traders $    500 

Palatine i,5oo 

29    Morenci,  fr  bldg  &  machy : 

Palatine $1,245 

Traders ',245 

London  &  Lancashire  .  625 
Scottish  Union  ....  2,500 
New  Zealand  ....  1,000 
Phoenix,  London  ....    1,200 

Royal 1.350 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .  .  1,500 
Commercial  Union  .  .  .    1,245 

Total $11,910 

17  .  Pearce  co.,  quartz  mill : 

Springfield $2,500 

National,  Hartford  .  .  2,500 
Aachen  &  Munich  .   .   .    2,500 

Hanover 2,500 

German- American  .   .   .    3500 

Boston ',500 

Norwich  Union    .  .    2,500 

Lion  1.429 

Imperial 3,336 

Home  Mutual     ...       ■    2,500 

Thuringia 2,500 

Thuringia-American  .   .    1,500 

Connecticut 2.500 

New  York  Underwriters  2,000 

Hartford 3.ooo 

Sun 2,500 

^tna 2,500 

Manchester    ...  •    2,500 

Caledonian 2,500 

Queen     ...  ■  5.ooo 

Royal 10,000 

London  &  Lancashire  .    5,000 
Phoenix,  Hartford  .   .       2.500 

Teutonia i.5oo 

Lancashire 2,500 

Fireman's  Fund   .       .   .    5.000 

Pennsylvania 2.500 

Royal  Exchange  .      .   .    2,500 
North  British ■  7,5oo 

Total $90,265 

3  .  Santa  Cruz  co.,  fr  and  adobe 
bldgs: 
Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .   .  $1,046 

13  .  Tucson,  adobe  bldgs  and  dry 
goods : 
Commercial  Union     .  .  $2,7.50 

Alliance 2,750 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .  .    5,000 
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New  Zealand     615 

Norwich  Union    ....    1.500 

Sun ■•■...    1,150 

Phcenix,  Hartford  .  .   .    1,000 

Total $14,765 

.  .  Pima  CO..  fr  barn  bldgs  : 

Pennsylvania $700 

15  .  Phoenix,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 

Phoenix,  Hartford  .   .   .  $1,550 
.   .  Phoenix,  dwg : 

London  &  Lancashire     .  I682 
29  .  Tucson,  mill  bldgs  &  conts  : 
National,  Hartford    .   .  $1,250 
25  .  Williams,  fr  dwgs  : 

Palatine $875 

Losses  under  $500    ...  $  2,591 
Total  Arizona   .   .    .  $125,702 
NEW  MEXICO. 
6  .  Albuquerque,  Post  canteen: 

British  America $630 

9  .  Fort   Wlngate,  army    adobe 
canteen : 

Scottish  Union $1,500 

National,  Hartford  .   .    1,500 
Losses  under  $500    ....  $   392 
Total  New  Mexico  .   .  $4,022 
NEVADA. 
29  .  Reno,  creamery  and  machy : 
National,  Hartford    .   .  $1,000 
Scottish    Union   ....    1,000 
29  .  (May)  De  Lamar,  hhld  f urni : 
Fire  Association    ....  $600 

Losses  under  $500     ...  $     244 
Total  Nevada     ...  $  2,844 
WYOMING. 
25  .  Fort  Steele,  fr  saloon : 

Palatine $600 

Losses  under  $500     .   .   .$     411 
Total  Wyoming     .   .  $  1,011 
BRITISH    COLUMBIA. 
4  .  Sandon,  bldg  &  stk  gen  mdse : 

American,  Pa $2,500 

Agricultural 750 

15  .  Victoria,  fr  dwg: 

Connecticut $510 

Losses  under  $500     ...  $     394 
Total  British  Columbia  $4,154 
HAWAII. 
12  .  (May)  Hawaii,  dwg  &  conts : 

Caledonian $600 

UTAH. 
Losses  under  $500    ...  $     765 
Total  Outside  Territonj  $387,682 
CALIFORNIA. 
I  .  Alameda  co.,  dwg  and  conts, 
barns : 
Fireman's  Fund $800 


9     .  Alameda,  dwg: 

Transatlantic $2,508 

5  .  Auburn,  fr  blacksmith  shop: 
Palatine $1,435 

5  .  Azussa,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 

Scottish  Union     ....  $1,000 
20  .  Napa,  fr  barn  : 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe     .   .  $500 

6  .  Alvarado,  fr  hay  whse : 

Home $1,800 

German-American  .  .   .      779 
IS  .  Alvarado,  fr  store  bldg  and 
conts: 

Springfield $    800 

Hartford  Fire 1,000 

Royal  Exchange  ....      500 
Phoenix,  Hartford  .  .   .    1,300 

22  .  Browns  Valley,  hotel; 

National,  Hartford    .   .  $1,075 
Royal $789 

19  .  Byron,  dwg: 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  .  $800 

20  .  Colusa  CO.,  farm  property: 

Commercial  Union     .   .  $1,350 
6  .  Colusa  CO.,  bldg  and  conts : 
Fireman's  Fund  .   .   .   .$1,225 

23  .  Contra    Costa    co.,    fr    tank 

house  and  dwg: 
German-American  .  .   .  $1,550 

4  .  Chico,  machy  and  stk  in  br 

bldg : 

Palatine $   500 

Phcenix.  London  .   .      .    2,500 

5  .  Calistoga,  fr  dwg  and  barn: 

New  York  Underwriters  $900 

30  .  Fresno  CO.,  hay  and  grain: 

Hartford  .    .  ■. $840 

31  .  (May)  Gilpin  co.,  fr  dwg: 

North  British $983 

20  .  Glenn  co.,  growing  grain: 
Phoenix,  Hartford  ....  $738 

23  .  Grass  Valley,  fr  d wg  &  conts  : 
Phoenix,  Hartford  .  .   .  $1,200 
9  .  Haywards,  whse: 

Westchester $908 

22  .  HoUister,  fr  dwg  and  conts  : 

Home  Mutual $1,560 

Connecticut 649 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  1,600 

15  .  Kings  CO.,  dwg  and  conts : 
Providence-Washington  $625 

19  .  La  Port,  fr  store  and  conts : 
Scottish  Union     ....  $1,814 

National 1,000 

Springfleld     875 

Fireman's  Fund   ....    1,650 

3  .  Los  Angeles,  dwg  and  conts : 

Caledonian $2,500 

Manchester 2,500 

American  Central   .   .   .    2,500 
St.  Paul 2,500 


10  .  National  City,  cyanide  works 
London  &  Lancashire  .   .  $845 

.   .  Nord,  bldgs: 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .  $750 

13  .  Oakdale,  fr  dwg  and  conts  : 

Lion $1,000 

Imperial 1,500 

16  .  Oroville,  fr  dwg  and  conts  ■ 

Imperial $1,050 

17  .  Oakland,  dwg: 

Fireman's  Fund $800 

17  .  Pasadena,  dwg: 

American  Central      .   .  $1,200 
9  .  Pasadena,  dwg  and  conts  : 
Atlas $1,600 

27  .  Palo  Alto,  fr  dwg: 

German-American  .   .     $1,374 

.   .  Riverbank,  bldg  and  conts : 
Fireman's  Fund  ....  $2,408 

26  .  Sacramento,  two  fr  dwgs : 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .   .   .  $810 
6  .  Susan ville,  gen'l  fire: 

Manchester $1,000 

American,  Pa 1,500 

National,  Hartford    .   .    1,500 

Springfield 1,500 

Norwich  Union  ....  1,500 
Pennsylvania    .....    1,000 

Queen 1,500 

Royal 1,800 

.'Etna 3,100 

Hamburg-Bremen  ...  750 
Williamsburg  City    .   .    i,g68 

Home 2,585 

Providence-Washington  1,550 
Phoenix,  London  ....    3,650 

Pelican 750 

New  York  Underwriters  1,650 

Hartford  Fire 1,000 

Home  Mutual 2.500 

Connecticut 1,000 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  4,100 
Phcenix,  Hartford  .  .  .  1,618 
Fireman's  Fund   ....    4,730 

Total $42,251 

17  .  Sonora,  gen'l  fire: 

Phoenix,  London  ....  $1,550 
Providence-Washington  i.ooo 
Phoenix,  Hartford  .   .   .    1,675 

Springfield 1,380 

National 920 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .   .    1,745 

4  .  Sonora,  fr  dwg  and  conts  : 
Phoenix,  Hartford  .  .  .  $1,000 

Hartford  Fire 500 

Phoenix,  London  .       .   .      500 

15  .  San  Jose,  hay: 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  .  $654 
24  .  San  Jacinto,  f r  dwg  and  conts 
and  tank  house: 

^tna $3,675 
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25  .  San  Jose,  hay  barn  &  stable: 

Royal  Exchange $800 

.  .  San  Jose,  mdse: 

Williamsburg  City    .  .$1,166 

iq  .  (May)  San  Jose,  dwg: 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .  $500 

10  .  San  Diego,  quartz  mill: 

Springfield $1,000 

7  .  Santa  Cruz,  dwg : 

Royal $687 

5  .  Selma,  dwg  and  cents : 

Fireman's  Fund  ....  $1,815 

20  .  Shasta  co.,  growing  grain: 
Norwich  Union $920 

29  .  Solano  CO.,  barley : 

German- American     .  .   .  $700 

30.  Stanislaus  co.,  fr  barn  and 
conts : 
Merchants $1,500 

6  .  Stanislaus  co.,  growing  grain 

Atlas     $695 

27  .  (May)   Santa  Barbara,  bldg 
and  conts : 
North  German $1,639 

.  .  San  Mateo,  fr  dwg : 

Commercial  Union  .   .   .$1,450 

6  .  San  Mateo,  conts  dwg : 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .  $575 

2  .  Tulare,  hhld  furni: 

New  Zealand $500 


.   .  Woodford s,  fr  bldg : 

Pennsylvania $1,500 

26  .  Willows,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 
Phoenix,  Hartford  .   .   .  $1,000 

II  .  Woodland,  conts  fr  dwg: 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .   .  $1,000 
9  .  Woodland,  dwg: 

German  American  .  .   .  $1,000 

18  .  Vinton,  stkmdse: 

Thuringia ■ .   .  $1,000 

2  .  Yinton,  gen'l  mdse : 

Greenwich $1,000 

Losses  under  $500     .  .  .  $53,688 
Total  Calif.,  S.  F.  6x8191,875 
SAN  FRANCISCO. 

22  .  Brick   mercantile   bldg    and 
conts,  mdse,  crockery,  etc: 

Alliance $   930 

Commercial  Union  .  .   .    1,500 

Svea 743 

Transatlantic 1,200 

Helvetia 932 

Orient 950 

Fire  Association  ....      648 
Milwaukee  Mechanics  .    1,875 

Magdeburg 1,296 

Magdeburg,  N.  Y  .  .   .    1,296 

Atlas 1,296 

Royal 648 

Home  Mutual i,ioo 

^tna 653 

Total $15,067 


23  .  Stock : 

Hamburg-Bremen  ....  $625 
12  .  Building: 

Hamburg-Bremen  ....  $835 
12  .  Contents  bldg; 

London  &  Lancashire  .  .  $529 
25  .  Frame  dwg : 

^tna $522 

20  .  Silverware : 

British  America  ....  $1,250 

Western 1,250 

17  .  Smelting  works  and  macby: 

Thuringia $    940 

London 900 

Netherlands 1,600 

Western 2,052 

1  .  Chinese  stock: 

Transatlantic $550 

29  .  Club  bldg: 

Sun $500 

2  .  Building  and  conts: 

North  German $3,000 

15  .  Stock  cigars  in  fr  bldg: 

Palatine $Soo 

8  .  Crockery  and  hardware: 
Aachen  &  Munich  .   .     $1,800 

Losses  under  $500     .  .  .$18,206 

Total  San  Francisco  $50,426 

Total  California  .   .  $242,301 

Total  Pacific  Coast  $652,201 
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California  and    Coast  Monthly  Fire  Insurance 

Losses. 

California. 

Month                         1900  1899  1898 

January $   102,190       $  159,052  $   300,012 

February     ....       128,855  169,142  145,896 

March 148,521  511,801  254,223 

First  quarter    .   .  $  379,566  $    839,995       $   700,131 

April 112,727  213,933  264,228 

May 147,776  194,514  360,420 

June 242,301  181.674  238,514 

Second  quarter    .$  502,804  $   590,121 

First  six  months  $  882,370  $1,430,116 
Entire  Coast. 

January $  276,520  $   254,715 

February     ....  265,190  270,969 

March 287,377  623.315 

First  quarter    .   .«  829.087       $1,148,999 

April 226,303  363,568 

May 370,050  300,274 

June 652.201  337,283 

Second  quarter   .  $1,248,553       $1,001,125       $1,477,068 
First  six  months  $2,077,640       $2,150,124       $2,560,899 


$    863,162 
$1,563,293 

$  483,292 
226,201 
374,338 


$1,083,831 

439,286 
516,901 

520,881 


Prcscott,  A.  T.,  Conflagration. 

(From  Coast  Review  Extra.) 
A  press  dispatch  of  July  15  says:  "The 
greatest  fire  in  the  history  of  Arizona  oc- 
curred last  night,  when  the  business  portion 
of  Prescott,  Arizona,  vi^ent  up  in  flames.  The 
fire  started  at  11 ;  30  p.  m. ,  and  by  4 :  30  a.  m. 
had  burned  several  business  blocks  of  this 
mining  town.  Good  work  saved  the  greater 
part  of  the  dwelling  section." 

All  of  blocks  1,  2,  7,  8  and   13,   and  parts  of 
blocks  C  and  19,  were  destroyed. 

There  will  be  some   salvage — but  not  much 
as  a  whole. 

NET   LINES    IN    BURNED    DISTRICT. 

Royal $  9,250 

Queen 5,000 

North  British •.  6,000 

Thuringia 5,100 

Home 5,.500 

Phoenix,  Hartford 27,000 

Alliance 4,000 

Ins.  Co.  North  America 7,500 
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Commercial  Union Il,fi00 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe 68,350 

^tna 31,600 

Pennsylvania 12,400 

Union,  Pa 1,400 

Sun 8,500 

Lion 3,500 

Imperial 7,500 

London  &  Lancashire 1,500 

Palatine 11,600 

Traders 2,000 

PhcEnix,    London 13,000 

Providence- Washington 3,000 

Pelican 2,500 

American,   Pa 2,500 

Svea         1,000 

Agricultural 1,000 

Connecticut 2,100 

National      . 16,000 

Springfield 9,500 

Phenix,  Brooklyn    ...           1,000 

Hamburg-Bremen 1,200 

Scottish  Union 3,600 

Hartford     27,500 

Magdeburg 3,000 

New  Zealand 1,000 

Norwich  Union l,5oo 

Home  Mutual 3,750 

Union,  London 4,150 

Law  Union  &  Crown 1,900 

Victoria 500 

Fireman's  Fund 11,000 

Manchester 1,250 

Grand  Total $340,250 


The  Newcastle,  Cal.,  Fire. 

(From  Coast  Review  E.xtra.) 
NET   LINES    IN    BURNED    DISTRICT. 

Home ■ $  2,350 

Phoenix,  Hartford 500 

Ins.  Co.  North  America 1,700 

American,  Pa 1,000 

Svea 1,000 

Alliance 400 

^tna 1,000 

Phoenix,  London .  600 

Pennsylvania 2,600 

Union,  Pa 1,600 

Northern 400 

Lion 3,800 

London  &  Lancashire 1,000 

German-American 10,000 

Boston 1,500 

Hartford 2,000 

Scottish  Union 1,500 

Norwich  Union 1,500 


Home  Mutual 400 

Merchants .   .  500 

Hamburg-Bremen 1,.500 

Manhattan 1  OOO 

National,  Hartford 1,150 

Fireman's  Fund 2,000 

Total $41,000 

Annual  Meeting  of  the  Washington  Insurance 
Association. 
On  the  13th  inst.  the  Washington  Insurance 
Association  held  its  annual  meeting  at  Seat- 
tle, at  which  were  present  representatives 
of  the  agents  from  the  different  sections  of 
the  state.  Frank  Hanford,  the  president  of 
the  association,  called  the  meeting  to  order, 
and  presided  at  the  two  sessions  in  an  admi- 
rable manner.  Messrs.  Geo.  W.  Spencer  and 
Herbert  Folger,  of  the  Washington  advisory 
committee,  were  in  Seattle  at  the  time  and 
received  a  cordial  invitation  to  attend  the 
meeting.  They  were  most  favorably  im- 
pressed with  the  intelligent  body  of  men  rep- 
resenting the  association,  and  the  prompt  and 
workmanlike  manner  in  which  they  dis- 
patched business.  President  Hanford  and 
his  associate  ofificers  were  re-elected  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Heat  in  Incandescent  Lights. 

The  amount  of  heat  given  out  by  an  ordi- 
nary incandescent  lamp  is  greatly  under- 
rated in  the  popular  mind.  An  ordinary  six- 
teen-candle  power  lamp  immersed  in  a  quart 
of  water  will  heat  it  to  the  boiling  point  in 
an  hour.  Celluloid  in  contact  with  a  lamp 
bulb  may  be  ignited  in  a  few  minutes,  while 
silk  shades  close  to  the  bulb  are  scorched  in 
a  few  hours.  In  Boston  last  year  an  incan- 
descent lamp,  hanging  by  its  cord  against  a 
wooden  partition,  gradually  scorched  and 
charred  the  wood  until  it  burned  a  hole  com- 
pletely through  it,  and  set  fire  to  it. 

Charlie  Vedder,  of  the  Equitable  Life's 
Washington  staff,  will  keep  his  weather  eye 
out  sharply  for  brush  heaps  hereafter,  when 
cycling  through  his  territory  looking  for  good 
roads  and  gbod  risks.  Some  days  ago  while 
skimming  along  a  short  cut  old  road  bound  for 
Spokane,  he  discovered  in  the  middle  of  the 
road  a  brush  heap  just  in  time  to  skim  around 
it:  but  the  barbed  wire  fence  strung  across 
the  road,  just  beyond,  was  unseen— and  the 
crash  was  terrific.  Charles  will  avoid  short 
cut-offs  and  abandoned  old  roads  for  some 
time  to  come. 
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The  Old  Aetna. 

The  phrase,  "'a  household  name,  "  truly 
applies  to  the  ^Etna  Insurance  Company 
of  Hartford.  For  eighty-one  years  it  has 
been  expanding-  with  the  growth  of  the 
country — planting  agencies  everywhere. 
To-day  it  is  the  leading  American  ^re 
insurance  company,  in  assets  and  surplus, 
and  has  the  record  of  paying  the  largest 
amount  of  fire  losses  in  the  United' States. 

The  ^Etna  has  over  $13,000,000  assets, 
$4,000,000  capital,  $5,157,615  net  surplus, 
and  $9,157,615  surplus  as  regards  policy- 
holders. No  foreign  branch  nor  other 
American  company  equals  these  figures. 

Now,  as  everybody  knows,  last  year 
was  pre-eminently  bad;  but  the  ^tna 
increased  its  assets,  its  reinsurance  re- 
serve, the  amount  at  risk,  the  surplus, 
and  the  premiums;  and,  moreover,  the 
losses  incurred  and  the  expenses  paid  left 
a  good  margin  on  the  year's  transactions. 
While  the  average  fire  office  was  5  per 
cent,  to  the  bad,  the  ^tna  was  5  per 
cent,  to  the  good. 

The  Pacific  department,  under  Board- 
man  &  Spencer,  writing  $281,384  prem- 
iums, incurred  only  42  per  cent,  losses. 
The  ^tna  has  a  choice  lot  of  business  in 
this  field,  and  a  coi-ps  of  agents  second  to 
none. 


Cromer  on  Farmers'  Mutual   Fire   Insurance. 

The  California  Cultivator  of  Los  An- 
geles, of  June  15,  contains  a  characteristic 
article  in  support  of  county  mutuals  or 
"farmers'  co-operative  insurance.  The 
author  is  G.  F.  Cromer.  The  article  is 
characteristic  because  it  abounds  in  mis- 
representations. 

Here  is  a  sample  "gold  brick": 

"I  have  not  the  figures  at  hand,  but  25 
per  cent,  of  the  premiums  collected  pay  all 
fire  loss;  75  per  cent,  of  these  premiumsis 
used  for  expense." 

This  fellow  is  speaking  of  fire  insurance 
in  the  United  States  last  year,  where  the 
stock  companies  which  report  to  the  New 
York  insurance  department  incurred  68 
per  cent,  losses,  and  paid  $9,000,000  more 
for  losses  and  expenses  than  they  received 
in  premiums. 


Cromer  also  says:  "According  to  the 
reports  of  the  insurance  commissioners 
for  this  state  [California],  $4,000,000  is 
sent  out  every  year  as  fire  insurance  pre- 
miums. Surely  this  is  all  wrong;  the 
figures  that  I  have  quoted  show  where  a 
big  saving  can  be  effected.  " 

And  this  ignoramus  presumes  to  discuss 
fire  insurance  I  Four  millions  sent  out  of 
the  state  every  year — after  paying  (dur- 
ing the  past  five  years)  for  losses  and  ex- 
penses a  sum  equal  to  the  premium  re- 
ceipts! The  country  business  in  the  state 
— the  business  to  which  the  mutuals  are 
restricted  by  law — has  in  the  same  period 
cost  the  stock  companies  more  than  the 
premium  receipts. 

Other  Cromeresque  statements  are: 
"There  are  2,000  of  these  mutuals  in  the 
Eastern  states.  They  have  about  $10,- 
000,000,000  worth  of  property  insured,  and 
their  success  is  such  that  in  some  sections 
of  the  East  the  stock  companies  do 
scarcely  any  business."  "If  every  prop- 
erty-holder in  our  country  would  make 
up  his  mind  to  adopt  the  co-operative 
method  of  fire  insurance,  in  ten  years 
from  now  there  would  not  be  a  stock  com- 
pany in  the  United  States. "  If  they  all 
would  insure  with  mutuals  altogether, 
then  none  would  insure  with  stock  com- 
panies. This  is  a  brilliant  thought,  as 
well  as  an  example  of  profound  Cromer- 
esque logic;  but  it  is  faulty,  nevertheless, 
in  that  it  allows  ten  years  for  everybody 
to  become  disgusted  with  insurance  that 
does  not  insure.  If  everybody  should  in- 
sure with  mutuals,  the  roar  of  discontent 
over  unpaid  claims  would  in  a  year  or  so 
end  in  laws  prohibiting  mutual  fire  in- 
surance. 

But  we  are  not  done  with  Ci'omer.  He 
is  as  entertaining  as  Baron  Munchausen. 
He  says:  "In  Switzerland  an  insurance 
tax  of  thirty  cents  per  thousand  dollai's 
pays  all  fire  loss."  One  cannot  but  won- 
der how  it  is  that  the  several  prosperous 
Swiss  fire  insurance  companies  manage  to 
get  any  business  in  a  country  where  the 
state  pays  "all"  fire  losses.  Baron 
Cromer  is  generous,  however,  for  though 
he  is  conducting  a   farmers'    mutual,    he 
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champions  state  indemnity  as  follows: 
"We,  in  California,  should  have  this 
state  insurance,  both  for  fire  and  life.  The 
assessor  can  appraise  [for  fire  and  life] 
when  he  takes  valuations.  Two  fire  ad- 
justers would  be  sufficient  in  the  entire 
state  of  California." 


Term  Business  in  Fire  Insurance- 
Fire  underwriting  in  the  United  States 
is  not  only  demoralized  as  regards  rates, 
but  is  confronted  by  various  unfavorable 
conditions.  Fires  losses  and  expenses  are 
increasing;  term  business  is  increasing; 
and  hostile,  legislation,  even  that  which 
is  demonstrably  injurious  to  the  com- 
munity, is  being  repeated  in  other  states. 
It  seems  to  have  escaped  I'em ark  that  fire 
losses  are  merely  keeping  pace  with  the 
growth  of  the  country:  the  premium  in- 
come has  been  making  no  corresponding 
pi'ogi-ess.  Rates  have  been  reduced, 
directly  by  specific  reduction  and  indi- 
rectly by  a  large  increase  in  term  busi- 
ness. 

We  print  a  table  on  another  page  show- 
ing the  term  writings  in  1885  and  1889,  as 
reported  to  the  New  York  insurance  de- 
partment. The  percentage  of  term  busi- 
ness has  advanced  in  the  fourteen  years 
from  51  to  61. 


A  Hundred  and  Fifty  Million  Dollar  Country. 

Some  years  ago  the  yellow  press  made  a 
great  outcry  over  "a.  billion  dollar  con- 
gress." The  quiet  reply  of  the  speaker 
of  the  house  was,  This  is  a  billion  dollar 
country. 

There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  talk 
about  the  increased  fire  losses  in  the 
United  States.  But  the  country  is  grow- 
ing mightilj',  and  electricity  is  being  used 
more  and  more  every  day. 

Insurancewise,  we  are  a  hundred  and 
fifty  million  dollar  country,  as  to  prop- 
erty losses  by  fire  and  also  as  to  fire  pre- 
miums. Until  recently,  for  several  years, 
the  country  has  been  having  an  abnor- 
mally low  loss  experience.  It  is  the  pres- 
ent experience  that  is  normal. 

If  underwriters  will  recognize  this  fact, 
no  time  will  be  lost  in  advancing  rates  to 


correspond  with  the  loss  experience  of  the 
past  eighteen  months.  The  rapid  growth 
resulting  from  business  prosperity,  the 
wonderfully  varied  uses  and  general  adop- 
tion of  electricity  for  light  and  power, 
the  numerous  new  inventions  which  alTect 
values,  unite  in  maintaining  oi"  increasing 
the  present  fire  hazard. 

What  the  actual  loss  by  fire  last  year 
was  in  this  country  can  be  known  only 
approximately.  As  the  insurance  paid 
was  the  largest  since  the  Chicago  fire,  we 
must  conclude  that  the  property  loss  was 
the  largest.  The  insurance  paid  in  '99 
was  $95,000,000  or  more.  The  property 
loss  is  double  the  insurance  loss,  in  the 
West— and  is  probably  nearly  double  in 
the  whole  country. 


An  Old  Question. 
Does   a    building    burn    up    or    down? 
Easy!     If  the  fire  begins  at  the  bottom, 
the  building  burns   up,    and    vice   versa. 
See?  

Department  stores  must  be  profit- 
able, for  they  multiply  and  continue 
right  along,  and  begin  anew  when  they 
burn.  We  can't  say  they  have  increased 
the  fire  hazard.  The  moral  hazard  seems 
all  right;  but  the  physical  hazard  lacks 
one  or  two  things  of  perfection.  What  a 
beautiful  place  is  the  department  store 
for  a  promenade  by  the  fire  fiend.  And 
the  skylight  openings  and  elevator  shafts 
leave  nothing  to  be  desired  from  his 
majesty's  point  of  view.  But  are  these 
department  stores  very  profitable?  They 
pay  smaller  wages  than  other  stores.  And 
that  means  inferior  and  careless  service, 
which  adds  to  the  fire  hazard.  Fire  un- 
derwriters in  the  East  have  been  obliged 
to  raise  the  rates  on  department  stores, 
after  paying  several  total  losses — a  lesson 
which  should  not  have  been  needed.  San 
Francisco's  principal  department  store  is 
flourishing.  It  pays  2  per  cent,  interest 
rent,  and  paid  a  42  per  cent,  dividend  to 
the  proprietors  on  last  year's  business. 


The  fiftieth  anniversary  celebration  of  the 
National  Life  is  being  held  at  the  home  office 
in  Vermont  as  we  go  to  press. 
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Relative  Term  Business  in  1885  and  1889. 


MADK  UP  FROM  NEW   YOBK  INSURANCE  REPORTS— TERM  BUSINESS  IS  INCREASING. 


1885 


One  year 
or  less. 

^tna $    132,009,780 

American,  N.  J 31,079,964 

American,  Pa 59,140,237 

Caledonian ._        

Commercial  Union 129,526,770 

Continental 163,353.296 

Connecticut 51,361,431 

Fireman's  Fund 38,429,547 

Fire  Association 100,455,916 

German-American 179,568,664 

German  Freeport,  111 

Germania 102,991,747 

Hamburg-Bremen 55i3i5,9i9 

Hanover 87,784,120 

Hartford 118,520,010 

Home 204,111,984 

Imperial 64,637,511 

Ins.  Co.  of  North  America 120,692,466 

Lancashire 87,584,980 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe 268,211,714 

London  &  Lanca.shire  74,684,525 

Manchester 

National 29,574,178 

New  Hampshire 31,271,168 

Niagara     102,362,425 

Norwich  Union 55,840,753 

Northern 58.343,095 

North  British  &  Mercantile 113,696,530 

Orient 32,651.721 

Palatine 

Pennsylvania     7,059,499 

Phenix,  Brooklyn 179,945,744 

Phoenix,  London 111,875,399 

Phoenix,  Hartford 88,956,004 

Providence-Washington 28,540,605 

Queen 90,568,954 

Royal 181.187,238 

Scottish  Union  &  National 38,725,262 

Springfield 65,285,222 

St.  Paul  F.  &  M 

Sun 71,852,802 

Westchester 48,853,665 

Western,  Toronto 44,262,636 

Totals     $3,450,313,481 

Total  amount  written  in  1885    .   .  .  $7,048,893,938 
Term  percentage 51.51 


More  than 
one  year. 

$    156,596,217 

23,923,505 

■     34,744,502 


1889 


110,800,422 
293,580,564 
41,096,461 
20,892,686 
159,652,268 
154,431,651 


69,700,717 
27,422,110 
75,686,947 

159,516,430 

300,347,179 
37,055,829 

168,829,018 
42,436,241 

248,939,282 
59,696,576 


One  year  More  than 

or  less.  one  year. 

$    201.812,907        ,  $   330,201,126 

54,543,948  204,687,769 

79,770,056  97,017,181 

88,909,489  91,144,246 

163,065,588  264,520,837 

228,518,210  600,605,927 

94,884,972  170,938,529 

82,219,361  118,420,232 

137,610,940  226,817,334 

209,552,210  434,396,542 

52,508,890  204,180,876 

95,745,391  287,594,760 

66,313,991  69,769,194 

98,759,058  127,620,481 

361,064,849  561,935,721 

323,258,346  538,565,515 

75.932.858  87,896,505 
315,307,616  291,220,123 
127-033,588  134,484,970 
350,273,844  483,776,921 
118,533-568  287,334,993 

88.523.859  103,749,968 
146,695,819  195,584,485 

48,729,930  120,839,804 

89,318.829  180,092,459 

1C9, 1 19,902  130,686,283 

87,745,687  100,728,576 

142,978,834  239,982,239 

66,470,026  100,401,338 

195,923,275  113,951,928 

139.849,763  194,735,851 

157,523,500  366,466.383 

156.497,272  135,293,965 

177,985-425  198.120,049 

72,882,428  74,200,238 

112,682,251  182,545,038 

281.268,897  510,524,472 

138,868,903  266,849-351 

110,919,949  171,146,392 

58,469,945  90-365,365 

89,607,092  216,024,613 

76,965,247  145,500,982 

113,025,140  89,703,059 

*3, 598,580,457  $5,987,671,653  $9,540,642,620 

Total  amount  written  in  1899  .   .  $15,528,314,273 

Term  percentage 61.44 


21,301,912 
21,402,600 
75,020,676 
36,562,727 
35,843-061 
117,043.841 
21,696,817 


3-236,517 

222,817,163 

112,421,323 

128,007,427 

26,980,652 

81-913,934 

175,455,721 

11,572,318 

101,909,917 


134,635,432 
58,200,352 
18,208,462 


Fire  Losses  in  the  First  Six  Months   of    1900. 

It  is  known  that  the  fire  losses  in  this  coun- 
try during  the  half-year  ending  June  30  is 
the  largest  ever  experienced  in  the  first  six 
mouths.  A  fairly  correct  idea  of  this  amount 
can  be  formed  fi-om  the  insurance  loss  totals 
which  will  soon  be  reported  to  the  Georgia  in- 
surance department. 


It  appears  probable  that  the  American  fire 
losses  in  the  six  months  total  about  $95-,000,000, 
against  $80,000,000  in  the  corresponding 
mouths  of  the  previous  year.  Our  estimates 
are  larger  than  those  of  Eastern  contem- 
poraries, and  are  based  on  a  comparison  of 
property  loss  estimates  and  oflBcial  insurance 
loss  figures. 
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The  Addison  Mill  Fire  at  Tacoma, 

LETTER    FKOM    CHIEF   POYNS. 

Editor  The  Coast  Review: 

In  reply  to  the  statement   of  Addison  Mill 
fire  made  in  Coast  Review  in  June  : 

When  the  fire  department  arrived  at  the 
mill  we  were  told  by  the  foreman  of  the  mill 
that  the  fire  was  out,  but  he  wanted  the  de- 
partment to  investigate  before  the  fans  were 
started  up  again.  I  proceeded  to  investigate : 
It  was  found  that  they  had  two  dry  kilns — one 
small  kiln  and  one  large  one.  The  fire  had 
been  in  the  small  one  and  was  out  in  this  kiln. 
The  steam  had  been  turned  on  in  this  kiln, 
but  had  been  turned  off  some  time  before  the 
department  arrived,  as  the  employes  of  the 
mill  had  been  working  with  the  tire  some 
twenty  minutes  before  sending  in  an  alarm. 
The  doors  of  the  kiln  were  opened  when  the 
department  arrived,  and  there  was  no  steam 
in  the  kiln.  I  asked  the  foreman  of  the  mill 
if  there  had  been  any  fire  in  the  large  kiln, 
and  he  said  no,  and  said  all  the  fire  there  was 
had  been  in  the  small  kiln.  After  investigat- 
ing I  found  that  the  fire  was  out  in  the  small 
kiln,  and  the  foreman  insisted  that  there  had 
been  no  fire  except  in  this  kiln.  He  said  he 
would  start  the  fan  before  the  department 
left,  in  case  there  might  be  a  spark  left  some- 
where. He  started  the  fan,  and  immediately 
a  light  was  noticed  in  the  other  large  kiln.  I 
ordered  him  to  shut  off  the  fan,  which  had 
only  made  a  few  turns,  and  told  him  to  turn 
on  the  steam  in  this  kiln,  as  the  steam  had 
not  previously  been  turned  on  in  this 
kiln,  and  at  the  same  time  water  was 
ordered  turned  on  through  the  line  of 
hose  the  department  had  alx-eady  laid  in. 
As  soon  as  water  came  through  the  noz- 
zle the  door  to  the  large  kiln  was  raised  to 
get  the  stream  on  the  fire.  About  the  time 
the  water  got  fairly  running  good  this  line  of 
hose  burst.  The  department  was  getting  in 
several  other  lines  of  hose  as  fast  as  possible, 
but  inside  of  thirty  seconds  the  entire  kiln 
was  on  fire.  It  seemed  to  start  like  an  explo- 
sion and  was  all  over  the  kiln  at  once.  As 
the  kilns  have  1(30  degrees  of  heat  in  them  for 
drying  purposes  a  fire  will  spread  all  over  very 
quick. 

The  fact  is  the  fire  started  in  a  place  in  the 
mill  where  there  was  not  supposed  to  be  any 
fire ;  and  after  the  fire  was  discovered  the  de- 
partment liad  water  on  the  fire  in  less  than 
one  minute,  and  in  less  than  four  minutes 
four  streams  of  water  were  playing  on  the 
Qve.    The  engines  were  all  connected  to  the 


hydrants  ready  for  work  before  the  fire  was 
finally  discovered,  notwithstanding  the  em- 
ployes had  claimed  the  fire  was  out. 

It  was  stated  by  your  paper  that  the  entire 
plant  burned.  The  fact  is  the  building  that 
burned  contained  one  dry  kiln  35x50  feet,  one 
dry  kiln  35x100  feet,  and  a  shed  covering  the 
boiler  and  engine  and  three  planers.  The 
whole  building  that  burned  was  about  80x100 
feet  and  one  story  high.  The  department 
saved  the  main  factory,  which  stood  about 
thirty  feet  from  the  burned  part,  and  was 
100x135  feet  and  two  stories  high,  full  of 
machinery  and  stock.  As  they  make  sash 
doors  and  all  kinds  of  lumber  this  building 
was  insured  for  $8,000.  The  building  and  dry 
kilns  that  burned  were  insured  for  $3,000,  and 
the  loss  adjusted  and  paid  was  $3,800. 

The  fire  department  was  highly  pi'aised  by 
the  general  public  for  saving  the  near  adjoin- 
ing property. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.   C.  POYNS, 

Chief  Tacoma  ^ire  Department. 


Marine. — Lake  Superior  underwriters  de- 
cline to  write  on  stranded  logs  along  the  banks 
of  streams.  The  logs  are  dry,  and  there  have 
been  fires  along  the  banks. 

The  Lancashire  has  housed  its  Canadian 
head  office  in  a  fine  new  ofSce  structure  in 
Toronto.  The  building  has  five  stories  with 
fifty  feet  frontage  on  two  of  Toronto's  principal 
streets.  It  was  completed  on  June  1  on  prop- 
erty purchased  by  the  company  about  a  year 
ago. 

Marine. — Insurance  of  prospective  profits 
against  loss  by  reason  of  accidents  or  disaster 
is  the  latest  marine  wrinkle  on  the  lakes  this 
season.  Lake  vessels  must  be  out  of  service 
one  week  before  being  entitled  to  payment. 
A  fixed  amount  each  day  is  to  be  paid  after 
the  one  week,  so  long  as  the  ship  is  disabled. 
Lloyds  of  London  are  the  underwriters. 

Local  Agents  on    Overhead   Writing. 

The  Wisconsin  Association  of  Locals  voted  to 
employ  a  salaried  man  to  increase  member- 
ship, and  adopted  the  following  resolution  at 
its  recent  annual  meeting: 

Resolved-,  That  wherever  a  policy  is  issued  by 
any  company  in  the  territory  covered  by  the  license 
of  an  agent  of  said  company,  and  the  same  shall 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  any  member  of  this  asso- 
ciation, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  member  to 
immediately  report  the  same  to  the  president  or 
secretary  of  this  association,  and  such  officer  shall 
forthwith  request  the  cancellation  of  such  policy 
or  policies  and  that  the  same  be  written  and 
signed  by  a  local  agent  having  jurisdiction. 
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Casaalty  Notes. 
The  North  American,  formerly  assess- 
ment, has  ventui'ed  into  California. 

Plate-glass  rates  in  Chicago  have 
been  raised  from  2)4  to  3  per  cent.  On 
some  sti'eets  the  rate  will  be  3>^. 

Ninety  thousand  dollars  will  be  dis- 
tributed among  the  creditors  of  •  the  late 
lamented  cut  rate  Guarantors  Liability 
and  Guarantors  Finance  of  Philadelphia. 

The  United  States  Fidelity  and  Guar- 
anty Company,  Baltimore,  of  which  Paul 
M.  Nippei't  is  manager  for  this  territory, 
has  added  burglary  insurance  to  its  busi- 
ness. 

Ten  persons  attending  the  Republican 
convention  at  Philadelphia  took  a  plunge 
through  space  in  a  falling  elevator  at  the 
Walton  hotel,  and  five  of  them  were  seri- 
ously injured.  *  The  crash  of  breaking 
glass  and  splintering  timbers  resounded 
through  the  corridors  of  the  hotel,  where 
a  great  crowd  had  assembled  to  await  the 
results  of  the  New  York  caucus,  and 
there  was  a  mad  scramble  for  the  street 
and  places  of  safety. 

A  Kansas  machinist,  Bailey  by  name, 
worked  the  Union  Casualty  one  time  too 
many.  He  died  in  fact  from  overworking 
the  accident  companies.  He  drew  several 
thousand  dollars  before  the  fourth  of  a 
unique  series  of  accidents  caused  his  death. 
The  first  shooting  netted  him  $2,400.  He 
had  insured  all  round  for  a  final  clean  up 
of  several  thousand  dollars.  Blood-poi- 
soning, caused  by  the  self-inflicted  wound, 
interfered,    however,    and  death  ensued. 

The  total  number  of  casualties  to  per- 
sons on  account  of  railway  accidents  in 
the  United  States  last  year  was  51,743, 
the  number  of  persons  killed  being  7,123, 
and  the  number  injured  44,620.  The 
number  of  passengers  killed  during  the 
year  was  239,  an  inci-ease  of  18,  and  the 
number  injured  3,442,  an  increase  of  497, 
or  one  passenger  was  killed  for  every 
2, 189,023  carried,  and  one  injured  for  every 
151,793  carried.  Of  railway  employes, 
2.210  were  killed  and  34,923  were  injured 
dui'ing  the  year. 


The  International  Association  of  Acci- 
dent Underwriters  held  their  thirteenth 
convention  at  Kaye's  Park,  Wis.,  June 
25,27.  Sixty  delegates  were  present.  The 
following  officers  were  elected:  President, 
Edward  Trevott;  vice-president,  Franklin 
J.  Mooi'e;  secretary,  Leonard  McNeil; 
treasurer,  H.  N.  Kingsbury. 

It  has  been  charged  that  the  car  which 
ran  off  the  track,  and  tumbled  into  the 
ravine  below  on  July  4,  near  Tacoma,  was 
out  of  order.  On  the  other  hand,  eye- 
witnesses say  the  car  was  running  at  the 
rate  of  fifty  miles  an  hour  when  it  reached 
the  bridge.  The  accident  is  accountable 
for  forty-three  deaths,  with  a  possible  ad- 
dition of  eight. 

The  Preferred  Accident  Insur- 
ance Company  has  placed  in  the  hands 
of  its  agents  the  ''Universal  Health  Pol- 
icy," which  will  hereafter  be  issued  by 
that  companj'  for  a  premium  of  $10  pev 
year.  This  new  policy,  issued  to  any  ap- 
plicant between  the  ages  of  18  and  60, 
rated  "preferred,"  "ordinary"  or  "me- 
dium," covers  twenty-seven  diseases,  and 
in  addition  pays  $2500  for  permanent 
paralysis  or  for  the  loss  of  sight  by  disease. 
The  weekly  indemnity  of  $25 is  limited  to 
twenty-six  weeks.  The  following  diseases 
are  covered  by  the  policy:  Pneumonia, 
pleurisy,  peritonitis,  apoplexy,  appendi- 
citis, acute  meningitis,  Asiatic  cholera, 
epilepsy,  diphtheria,  diabetes,  erysipelas, 
tetanus,  mumps,  typhlitis,  typhoid,  scar- 
let fever,  scarlatina,  typhus  fever,  measles, 
smallpox,  varioloid,  tumor,  carbuncle, 
boils,  hydrophobia,  chicken  pox  and  cere- 
bro-spinal  meningitis. 


Rough  ox  Ouh  Contemporaries. — The  new 
order  of  the  postoffice  department,  limiting 
the  number  of  sample  copies  to  the  number  of 
actual  subscribers,  is  prettj-  hard  on  some  in- 
surance journals.  With  50  subscribers  and  50 
sample  copies,  a  circulation  of  only  100  copies 
is  now  possible.  But  after  all  that  makes  no 
difference  with  the  average  chump  who  dis- 
penses advertising  "patronage." 

Louisiana  now  has  a  valued  policy  law. 
Losses  and  premium  I'ates  will  increase  in 
Louisiana. 
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Original  Advocacy  of  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 

Whethei-  the  blower  be  the  editor  of 
the  North  Yakima  Republic,  or  be  D.  W. 
Clark,  county  agent  for  the  new  Pioneer 
Mutual  Insurance  Association,  matters 
naught;  but  his  little  wind-bag-  of  false- 
hood must  be  punctured. 

"Since  the  failure  of  several  'old  line' 
companies  several  years  ago,  the  farmers 
have  generally  carried  their  own  risk." 
The  old  line  companies  i-eferred  to  exist 
in  the  imagination  of  the  writer.  The 
only  regular  old  line  company  in  this 
field  which  failed,  and  was  unable  to  re- 
insure, had  no  farmers'  risks  in  Washing- 
ton. Farmers  and  others  who  insure  with 
wildcats  must  expect  to  be  bitten  by  both 
mutuals  and  so-called  stock  companies. 
They  are  fools  indeed  when  they  jirefer 
insurance  in  companies  without  even  the 
pretence  of  paid-up  capital.  Occasionally, 
companies  with  capital  stock  fail,  but  as 
a  rule  they  reinsure  as  soon  as  impaired, 
and  it  is  the  stockholder  and  not  the 
policyholder  that  loses. 

The  mutual  plan,  according  to  the  Re- 
public, "commends  itself  because  it  has 
successfully  furnished  fire  insurance  in  the 
Eastern  states  and  in  Oregon  and  Cal- 
ifornia [!]  for  many  years  on  about  one- 
third  the  cost  of  'old  line'  companies, 
and  because  they  never  fail,  and  the  reason 
they  do  not  fail  is,  there  is  no  chance  for 
its  officers  to  profit  by  failure,  and  there 
is  every  incentive  to  pay  its  losses  and 
thus  perpetuate  its  existence." 

Well,  did  you  ever!  Doesn't  that  frost 
you?  "They  never  fail."  And  yet  the 
1899  Coast  Review  Chart  contained  a 
page,  in  fine  nonpareil  type,  of  the  names 
of  fire  mutuals  which  had  failed  in  the 
past  few  years,  166  altogether,  not  includ- 
ing the  more  numei-ous  failures  of  county 
and  township  mutuals  too  insignificant  to 
attract  notice.  Why,  in  Missouri  alone, 
eighteen  county  and  township  mutuals 
"busted  "  last  year. 

What  clear  logic  has  this  North  Yaki- 
man's  reasoning!  The  mutuals  are  im- 
mortal, not  because  they  select  the  best 
risks  and  have  few  losses,  but  because 
there  is  no  chance  for  the  officers  to  profit 


by  failure!  Now  let  the  officers  of  the 
joint  stock  companies  hang  their  dimin- 
ished heads  in  shame!  The  secret  of  the 
occasional  failure  or  reinsurance  of  a  joint 
stock  company  is  out  at  last.  Its  officers, 
according  to  the  North  Yaki-man,  "profit 
by  failure,"  though  they  lose  their  easy 
jobs  and  "extravagant"  salaries. 

If  these  quotations  are  entertaining, 
what  shall  be  said  of  the  assertion  that 
mutuals  have  been  in  existence  in  Cal- 
ifornia for  many  years,  though  the  law 
authorizing  them  was  passed  by  the  legis- 
lature three  year-s  agoV  The  salaried 
officers  of  these  little  mutuals  are  forced 
to  misrepresent  stock  fire  insurance. 

Accident  Insurance  in  Germany. 

The  number  of  new  accidents  compensated 
in  each  year  from  1886  to  1898  under  the  acci- 
dent insurance  laws  of  Germany  and  the 
nature  of  their  results  are  shown  by  the 
following  table.  As  in  prior  years,  allowance 
must  be  made  for  the  fact  that  some  million 
and  a  half  persons  employed  both  in  industry 
and  agriculture  are  counted  twice  over.  The 
figures  also  include  from  four  to  five  millions 
of  persons  engaged  in  agriculture  on  their 
own  account  as  farmers,  proprietors,  etc.,  etc. 

Total 

Permanent  New  Accl- 

Disablement  Temporary  dents  Com- 

Year      Death       Total     Partial  Disablement  rensated 

1886  .    .  2,716        1,778          3,961  2,085  10,540 

1887  .    .  3,270        3,116          8,463  2,204  17,102 

1888  .    .  3,645        2,203        11,023  4,186  21,057 

1889  .    .  5,185        2,882        16,337  6,615  31,019 

1890  .    .  5,958        2,681        22,615  10,166  41,420 

1891  .    .6,346        2,561        27,788  13,812  50,507 

1892  .    .  5,811        2,640        30,.569  15,807  54,827 

1893  .    .  6,245        2,487        36,336  16,906  61,874 

1894  .    .6,250        1,752        38,9.52  21,723  68,677 

1895  .    .  6,335        1,668        40,527  25,937  74,467 

1896  .    .  6,989        1.534        44,373  33,386  85,272: 

1897  .   .  7,287        1,452        46,489  35,943  91,171 
1898.    .7,848        1,109        47,764  40,053  96,774 

PER    1,000  INSURED. 

0.48  1.06  0.56  3.83 

0.77  2.05  0.54     .  4.15 

0.21  1.07  0.41  3.04 

0.22  1.22  0.49  2.32 

0.20  1.66  0.74  3.04 

0.14  1.54  0.77  2.80 

0.15  1.69  0.88  3.04 

0.14  2.00  0.93  3.41 

0.10  2.14  1.20  3.78 

0.09  2.20  1.41  4.05 

0.09  2..52  1.84  4.84 

0.08  2.59  2.00  5.08 


1886  . 

.  0.73 

1887  . 

.  0.79 

1888  . 

.  0.35 

1889  . 

.  0.39 

1890  . 

.  0.44 

1891  . 

.  0.35 

1892  . 

.  0.32 

1893  . 

.  0.34 

1894  . 

.  0.34 

1805  . 

.  0.35 

1896  . 

.  0.39 

1897  . 

.  0.41 

1898  . 

.  0.43 

0.06 


3.62 


2.19 


5.3a 
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Then  and  Now. 

In  the  last  year  of  President  Winston's 
management,  188-4,  the  Mutual  Life  wrote 
$3-4,687,789  new  business.  The  percentage 
of  lapses  to  new  business  was  18.47.  The 
percentage  of  outstanding  insurance  to 
total  American  outstanding  business  was 
18.80. 

In  1894,  under  President  McCurdy's 
management,  the  amount  written  was 
$211,551,887.  The  percentage  of  lapses  to 
new  business  was  29.72.  But  the  percent- 
age of  insurance  outstanding  to  total 
American  outstanding  had  fallen  a  trifle, 
being  only  18.35. 

In  1899  the  amount  written  was  $169,- 
246.871.  The  percentage  of  lapses  was 
25.65  The  percentage  of  insurance  out- 
standing to  total  American  outstanding 
business  had  fallen  to  16.75.  These  figures 
include  the  immense  amount  of  foreign 
business  transacted  under  the  present 
management.  Under  President  Winston 
the  Mutual  Life  wrote  no  foi-eign  business. 


Great  Wharf  and  Ship  Fire. 
The  fire  on  the  piers  of  the  North  German 
Lloyd  S.  S.  line  at  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  June  30, 
caused  a  property  loss  of  about  $7,000,000.  The 
insurance  loss  will  without  doubt  exceed 
85,000,000.  The  three  immense  piers  of  the 
German  line  were  burned  to  the  water's 
ripple.  The  Thingvalla  pier  and  that  of  the 
Hamburg-Amei'ican  pier  adjoining  are  in 
ruins.  Four  large  warehouses  well  filled 
with  freight  entransit  were  also  wrecked.  Of 
the  four  great  ocean  liners  tied  up  to  the 
piers  at  the  outbreak  of  the  fire,  but  one  was 
rescued,  the  Kaiser  Wilhelm.  Of  the  other 
three,  two  at  least,  the  Main  and  the  Saale 
are  at  the  bottom  of  the  river,  total  wrecks, 
while  it  is  conjectured  that  the  damages  to  the 
third,  the  Bremen,  can  be  repaired.  The 
Hamburg-American  liner,  Phoenicia,  which 
had  just  begun  unloading,  was  badly  dam- 
aged before  the  tugs  could  get  her  away  from 
the  pier.  Late  advices  places  the  number  of 
lives  lost  by  fire  or  di'owning  at  250.  The 
origin  of  the  fire  is  attributed  to  spontaneous 
combustion  in  the  baled  cotton  that  was  piled 
on  one  of  the  piers  awaiting  shipment.  The 
cotton  was  piled  abreast  of  a  very  large  con- 
signment of  whiskey,  some  700  barrels.  The 
flames  from  the  burning  cotton  spread  out 
through  the  barrels  of  whiskey  and  the  fire  in 


a  few  seconds  time  was  beyond  control  and 
became  a  conflagration. 

The  tire  at  Hoboken  recalls  the  great  dock 
fire  which  occurred  at  Bremen  several  years 
ago.  The  origin  of  that  fire  was  also  sponta- 
neous combustion  in  cotton  bales.  A  great 
quantity  of  the  staple  had  been  unloaded  from 
steamers  on  the  piers  in  close  proximity  to 
where  a  great  quantity  of  kerosene  had  been 
piled  up.  The  property  loss  and  loss  of 
life  recorded  was  far  beyond  the  extraor- 
dinary mark  and  much  greater  than  that  re- 
ported at  Hoboken. 

These  mysterious  cotton  fires  occur  fre- 
quently. Some  theorize  that  the  matches 
the  negro  roustabouts  carry  in  their  kinkj' 
hair  is  responsible  for  many  of  the  fires.  The 
most  generally  accepted  theorj',  however,  is 
that  they  are  caused  by  spontaneous  combus- 
tion. 

Chips. 
— Louisiana  has  enacted  an  anti-compact  law. 

— Admiral  Philip,  U.  S.  N.  commander  of 
the  Brooklyn  Navy  Yard  at  time  of  death, 
carried  $20,000  of  insurance  on  his  life  with 
the  Equitable. 

— Vice-Pkesident  J.  B.  Levison  of  the  Fire- 
man's Fund  goes  to  Eui'ope  on  August  6,  on  a 
business  trip.  Incidentally  he  will  visit  the 
Paris  show.     Bon  voyage. 

— The  July  quarterly  meeting  of  the  San 
Francisco  Life  Underwriters  Association,  has 
been  postponed  on  account  of  summer  jaunts 
in  the  country  bj'  a  large  number  of  the 
members. 

— Gasoline  Fire. — A  Berkeley,  Cal.,  gasoline 
range  on  which  the  regular  repairer  was  at 
work,  exploded  in  the  early  morning  of  June  30. 
The  Driggs  stock,  consisting  largelj'  of  gas- 
oline ranges  and  oil  stoves,  was  gutted.  A 
tailor  store  next  door  was  badly  damaged,  and 
the  upper  part  of  the  Wright  block  was 
flooded  with  water.  The  repaii'er  was  blown 
through  a  doorway  and  badly  burned. 

— After  all,  Moonej-'s  idea  of  a  reinsurance 
fund  was  not  so  bad.  He  was  not  going  to  re- 
insure any  of  his  risks.  Therefore  why  should 
he  maintain  a  reinsurance  reserve?  It  does 
not  seem  to  have  occurred  to  his  critics  to 
inquire  concerning  the  "unearned  premium" 
liability  of  the  Builders  Ins.  Co.  of  1867. 
Even  the  then  editor  of  the  Coast  Review,  in 
1873,  Mr.  Riley,  referi'ing  to  this  case,  said : 
Companies  are  "requested"  by  law  to  keep 
"a  reinsurance  fund." 
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— G.  P.  Wink,  state  agent  of  the  Bankers 
Life  of  Des  Moines,  has  fitted  up  ofdces  for 
state  headciuarters  at  14  McAllister  street. 

— The  firm  of  Wilson  and  Slocum,  Northport, 
Wash.,  has  dissolved.  The  partners  divided 
the  companies  in  thi;  agency  and  will  here- 
after work  in  single  luirness. 

— Akson. — John  Hiltel,  Calistoga,  CaL,  is  in 
jail  at  Napa,  charged  with  setting  fire  to  his 
winery  and  home.  The  complaint  was  sworn 
to  by  his  son.  There  was  ^1,400  insurance  on 
the  property. 

— Chaules  W.  Billings,  an  agent  in  North 
Pomona,  Cal.,  was  caught  by  a  freight  train 
on  the  railroad  trestle,  near  Pomona,  while 
homeward  bound  from  Los  Angeles,  and  was 
literally  cut  to  pieces. 

— For  the  first'  time  a  list  of  company  prem- 
iums in  the  Pacific  West,  exceeding  $100,000, 
is  printed.  Of  course,  the  Coast  Review  is 
the  original  printer.  You  will  find  this  in- 
teresting table  elsewhere  in  this  number.  It 
should  be  remembered  that  some  of  the  com- 
pany figures  include  territory  not  included  in 
the  Pacific  department. 

— The  Santa  Clara  County  Fire  Insurance 
Company  of  San  Jose,  Cal.,  has  filed  articles 
of  incorporation.  The  directors  for  the  first 
year  are  B.  G.  Hui-lbert,  John  Robertson,  H. 
J.  Ball,  S.  P.  Saunders,  E.  T.  Pettit,  R.  M. 
Mantz,  J.  E.  Abbott,  F.  M.  Reighter  and  P. 
H.  Babb.  This  is  a  farmer's  mutual  affair 
that  is  destined  to  become  a  wonder,  in  more 
ways  than  the  wind  up.  Only  selected  house 
risks  on  farm  property  will  be  accepted. 
Barns,  dryers,  hay-warehouses,  outbuildings 
and  other  good  burners  will.be  given  to  the 
stock  companies. 

—The  San  Diego  city  council  has  under  con- 
sideration a  water  ordinance  which  in  sub- 
stance proposes  to  substitute  hydrants  belong- 
ing to  the  San  Diego  Water  Company  for 
those  of  the  United  Water  Supply  Company. 
This  means,  if  carried  into  effect,  a  service  of 
twenty  hydrants  in  the  business  portion  of 
the  city  with  only  a  50,000  gallon  tank.  It 
will  be  necessary  to  cut  off  an  unlimited  ser- 
vice, with  a  much  higher  pressure.  Property- 
owners  and  citizens  generally  are  opposing 
the  proposed  ordinance.  One  of  the  strongest 
arguments  used  by  the  latter  against  its 
adoption  is  the  great  risk  the  city  would  be 
subjected  to  in  the  congested  district,  in  the 
event  of  a  big  fire. 


—If  seven  insurance  journals,  why  not  eight? 

— Died.— Wm.  A.  Scott,  brokei-,  San  Fran- 
cisco, June  20. 

—Denver.— A  visitor,  O.  S.  Wells,  secretary 
of  the  Ohio  Farmers,  died  suddenly,  June  27. 

—Oregon  Deposit. —TheGlons  Falls  deposited 
$50,000  in  securities  with  the  state  treasurer 
of  Oregon  on  June  22. 

—Manager  W.  H.  Cunningham  of  the  Fire 
Association,  of  Chicago,  has  been  visiting 
Mexico,  and  is  much  improved  in  health. 

— The  semi-annual  statement  of  the  Home  of 
New  York  shows  $12,S82,08(i  assets,  $4,419,734 
premium  reserve,  and  .$4,797,816  net  surplus. 
In  all  three  items  gains  have  been  made 
since  January  1. 

—Walker  Dwelling  Fire  in  Salt  Lake. — 
On  July  17  the  Walker  dwelling  was  nearly 
destroyed  by  fire.  The  loss  was  at  least  60 
per  cent,  of  the  in.surance,  which  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

Milwaukee  Mechanics $  5,000 

National,  Hartford 5.000 

Caledonian 2,500 

American,  N.  J 0,500 

Total $15,000 

— Stdnet,  Australia. —A  correspondent 
writes:  "Business  is  awfully  quiet  here,  and 
although  we  are  fairly  free  from  any  big  fires, 
there  is  not  much  money  being  made.  The 
bubonic  plague  has  seriously  affected  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  port.  We  are  now 
rapidly  stamping  the  plague  out,  and  with 
the  resumption  of  a  large  part  of  the  wharf- 
age frontage  by  the  government  we  shall  in 
a  short  time  have  a  port  worthy  of  our  beauti- 
ful harbor." 

—Convention  of  Mutuals. — A  "state  con- 
vention" of  all  the  county  mutuals  of  Cali- 
fornia was  held  in  Los  Angeles  on  June  20. 
Delegates  were  present  "from  as  far  north  as 
Sonoma."  Officers  were  chosen  for  the  ensu- 
ing year  as  follows:  W.  A.  Beckel,  Santa 
Ana,  president ;  S.  D.  Mork,  Paso  Robles,  vice- 
president  ;  G.  F.  Cromer,  Pomona,  secretai-y ; 
H.  Gregory,  Santa  Rosa,  treasurer.  Cromer, 
whose  knowledge  of  fire  insurance  is  of  fear- 
ful and  wonderful  degree,  appears  to  have 
been  the  leading  spirit.  N.  W.  Blanchard, 
vice-president  of  the  Ventura  Mutual,  said 
that  while  he  knew  nothing  of  farmers' 
mutuals,  he  was  satisfied  that  they  were  all 
right.  The  convention  was  not  an  enthusi- 
astic affair. 
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—Manager  A.  M.  Shields  of  the  Equitable 
Life  is  spending'  a  part  of  his  vacation  at  Cor- 
onado. 

— Signers  to  the  "  Agreement  "  have  not  yet 
exceeded  seventy.  The  outlook  is  not  en- 
coui'aging. 

—The  Hartford  Fire  has  reinsured  the  out- 
standing risks  of  the  Merchants  of  Prov- 
idence, R.  I. 

-The  Chicago  Guaranty  Fund'  Life  Society, 
an  assessment  society  sixteen  years  old,  is 
preparing  to  reinsure. 

— The  Victoria  has  discontinued  writing  in 
the  smaller  cities  of  the  east,  owing  to  the  in- 
adequacy of  present  rates. 

— The  Northwestern  Mutual  Life  reports  the 
largest  amount  of  new  business  written  dur- 
ing the  first  six  months  of  any  year  in  the 
history  of  the  company. 

— Los  Angeles. — The  city  ordinance  forbidding 
the  drilling  of  oil  wells  within  a  limit  of  1,600 
feet  from  Westlake  and  Sunset  parks  has 
been  sustained  by  Superior  Judge  Smith. 

—Geo.  W.  Spencer,  of  Boardman  &  Spencer 
of  the  ^tna,  has  just  returned  from  an  ex- 
tended trip  through  the  Northwest,  having 
visited  Puget  Sound,  western  and  eastern 
British  Columbia,  and  points  in  Montana  and 
Utah. 

— Clarence  M.  Smith,  general  agent  of  the 
Northwestern  Mutual  Life,  is  at  Milwaukee, 
in  attendance  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
company.  Also  Dr.  T.  Nichols,  manager  of 
the  southern  California  district  agency  of  the 
same  compan3'^. 

— Manager  Rudolph  Herold,  Jr.,  of  the 
Hamburg-Bremen,  left  on  the  15th  inst.  for  a 
two  weeks'  trip  through  the  Pacific  North- 
west. Mr.  Hei'old  will  visit  the  principal 
cities  in  that  field. 

— A  Curiosity. — Ahorse  snow-shoe  is  a  real 
curiosity,  which  may  be  peculiar  to  the  mount- 
ain districts  of  the  Coast.  The  first  horse 
snow-shoe  the  writer  ever  saw  was  brought 
down  from  Plumas  county,  the  other  da5%  by 
Adjuster  Calvert  Meade.  It  is  now  on  ex- 
hibition at  his  office.  The  snow-shoe  is  a  large 
iron  disk,  with  perforations  for  the  "corks," 
and  with  an  iron  strap  to  be  bolted  over  the 
foot.  With  these  shoes  the  stage  horses  make 
fair  time  over  snow,  either  hard  or  "balling," 
when  without  them  the  roads  would  be  im- 
passable. 


— You  will  find  it  in  the  Coast  Review  Chart. 

— Manager  Geo.  D.  Dorxin  has  returned 
from  Honolulu. 

— The  Buckeye  lumber  mill  near  Spokane 
burned  July  13. 

— "  Monet  talks  "—so  does  whisky — but  work 
makes  the  world  go. 

. — We  print  elsewhere  the  new  electrical 
ordinance  of  San  Francisco. 

— The  sudden  exit  of  the  Eastern  Counties 
Fire  of  Hull,  Eng.,  is  predicted. 

— Eugene  Harbeck  left  an  estate  valued  at 
$150,000,  of  which  §CO.00O  was  life  insurance. 

— Special  Agent  H.  H.  Smith  of  the  Catton, 
Bell  &  Co.  agency  has  just  returned  from  a 
trip  into  Montana  and  Utah. 

— Gasoline  Fire. — An  explosion  of  gasoline 
in  Sacramento  caused  the  destruction  of  a 
dwelling  and  the  death  of  an  infant,  on 
July  11. 

—Out  of  .S50S,750  death  claims  paid  in  cash 
bj'  the  Provident  Savings  from  October  1, 
1899,  to  April  1,  1900,  to  the  beneficiaries  of 
deceased  policyholders,  §517,000  was  paid  in 
California. 

— The  new  advertisement  of  the  Fireman's 
Fund  on  the  back  cover  has  doubtless  attract- 
ed j'our  attention.  And  doubtless  further- 
more you  Avill  agi'ee  with  us  that  its  very 
plainness  is  more  attractive  than  the  picto- 
rial h*  ornamented  former  page. 

—Resident  Secretary  Chas.  D.  Haven  of  the 
Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  is  spending  his 
vacation  in  southern  California.  He  will  re- 
turn on  the  first  of  August,  when  Col.  Kinne, 
the  assistant  secretary  of  the  Pacific  depart- 
ment, will  hie  himself  to  his  usual  summer 
haunts  on  the  shores  of  beautiful  Lake  Tahoe. 

— British  Columbia. — A.  H.  Ellis,  manager 
of  the  Shanghai  branch  of  the  Manufacturers' 
Insurance  Company  of  Canada,  arrived  in 
Victoria  from  China  on  June  27.  General 
Agent  George  W.  Spencer  and  Special  Agent 
W.  L.  Gazzam  of  the  ..'Etna  returned  to  Vic- 
toria from  the  Kootenay  district  on  June  28. 
While  in  Nelson  the  .^Etna  officials  established 
a  local  agency  and  placed  H.  R.  Cameron  in 
charge.  While  several  Vancouver  agents 
were  on  a  tour  of  inspection  in  Kaslo,  last 
month,  a  Chinese  laundry  fire  gave  Chief 
Garland  a  fine  opportunity  to  exhibit  the 
efficiencj'  of  his  department.  The  fire  was 
put  out  in  short  order. 
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Stipplement  to  The  Coast  Review,  July,  woo. 

Castle  Crags  Hotel  Burned!  Dissolution  of  the  Firm  of    Edwards  &    Con- 
•  ^This  mornino- at  4  o'clock   the    fashion-  roy. 

able  summer  hotel,  The  Castle   Crags,  in  "~ 

Shasta  county,  Cal.,  caught  tire  and    wa.  ^-  «•  EDWARDS  RESIGNS  the  ASSOCIATE 

^,  ,  .  MANAGEMENT,    AND  IS   SUCCEEDED    BY 

burned  to  the  yround.     The  destruction,  ,r,TT^^     t    ^^^.^^^^   .^   ,, 

^  '  THOS.    J.    CONROY   AS    MANAGER,    WITH 

according  to  present  brief   accounts,   was  qeo.   w.   BROOKS   as  assistant   man 

total.      The    property    belonged    to    the  ager.  > 

Pacific  Improvement  Company.     The  lii-e  Yesterday,  July  19,  the  firm  of  Edwards 

is  believed  to  have  started  in  the  laundry.  &    Coni-oy,  associate  managei-s,   was   dis- 

The  insurance  was  placed  by  Mann    &  solved  by  the    resignation    of   L.   B.   Ed- 

,„.,  „  ,,  wards.     Thos.    J.    Conroy    has    been    ap- 

Wilson  as  follows:  .  .^.     A         ^tt     t-,       , 

pointed  manager,  with   Geo.    W.    Brooks 

Alliance  *  ?'?°!1  as  assistant  manager  as  heretofore. 

Aachen  &  Mumch l,.o()0  mi  •       u  i,        i  t 

„,  o  RAH  i  his  change  has  been  made  as  the  re- 

Commeiciai:.Uihon 5,000  ^"''^  "^  ^^^  ^^^^^  of  United  States  Manager 

Connecticut  2,. 500  Geo.    S.    A.    Young    of    the    Manchester, 

German-American .'.,000  who   is    now    in    the   city.     The    motives 

Greenwich 2,000  prompting   this  change   are    purely    of   a 

Hartfoi'd .5,000  business  nature.     The  relations   between 

Home       .  .  6,.500  all    parties   concerned    are    of    the    most 

Hanover  ....  1,250  amicable  character.     Mr.  Edwards,  as  we 

Imperial :{,000  ,^^.^  informed,  is  to  remain  with  the   com- 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe     .  .  8,750  .       .  ,, 

^ ,  .  ,,  „„^  panics  in  another  capacity. 

Lanca.shire  b,000  rt^-,  ■  •  ,        •, 

Law  Union  &  Crown 2,500  The  companies  composing   the  depart- 

NorwiGh  Union 1,500  ™®"^  ^^  which  Mr.  Conroy   has  been    ap- 

North  British 4,000  pointed    manager    are    the    Manchestei-, 

Providence-Washington     2,500  Caledonian,  American  of  Newark  and  the 

Pennsylvania 3,500  American  of  New  York. 

PhcBnix,  London         5,000 

Palatine 4,000 

Phoenix,  Hartfoi'd 2,500  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  and  California  Ins.  Dept. 

Royal  5,000  at  Loggerheads. 

Royal  Exchange 2,500  rpj^^^.^  -^  ^  difference  of  opinion  between 

o""./-  iLtt'- 'L.  the  California  general  agencv  of  the  Mu- 

Scottish  Union 3,000  ^      ,     t  -i:      t  ^.  , 

rpi,,,... ■  ,^  rnn  ^^1^1    Life    Insurauce    Company    and    the 

inuring^ia 2,500  .  .  r-      ./ 

Transatlantic  1  500  Cjilifornia    insurance    department.       The 

Union,  London 2,.500  particulars   are    not    yet    public,    but    it 

transpires  that  the  commissioner  objects 

.$103,000  to   something    strenuously— to    the    com- 

The    foregoing,    it    should    be    borne    in  pany's  bond  perhaps- and  has  laid  down 

mind,  are  not  the  net  figures  carried  by  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  understands  it.  to   the  dis- 

the  several  companies.  "^  advantage     of     the     California     general 

agency.     We    are     prepared    to   say,    on 

—All  the  Norwalk's  Western  and  Coast  busi-  authority,  that  the  company's  license  has 

ness  has  been   reinsured   in   the   London   &  not  been  revoked,  and  that  it  is  still  writ- 

Lancashii-e;  the  Eastern  risks  have  been  re-  ing  business  in  the  state:    but  it  is  darkly 

insured  in  the  Orient.     It  is  understood  that  hinted  that  the  company  has  been  or  wnll 

the  Norwalk  will  be  consolidated  with   the  be  prohibited  from  writing   new   business 

in    the    state    until    the    commissioner's 

—The  Western  of  Toronto  will   increase  its  objections  have  been  satisfied.     It  is  to  be 

cash  capital  to  $2,000,000.  hoped  that  peace  will  speedily  be  declared. 
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— Manager  Devlin  of  the  Atlas  is  in  Montana. 

— The  Westche.steu'8  semi-annual  statement 
shows  a  nominal  decline  in  net  surplus. 

— F.  J.  Alex.  Mayek,  state  agent  of  the  Fire 
Association  of  Philadelphia  for  Oregon,  is  in 
town. 

— Thornton  Cuase,  superintendent  of  agen- 
cies for  the  Union  Mutual  Life  in  the  West- 
ern field,  is  visiting  San  Francisco. 

— Tnos.  B.  Bell,  of  London,  formerly  man- 
ager of  the  Lion  Fire,  is  dead.  He  resigned 
his  position  last  year  on  account  of  bronchial 
troubles. 

—The  Occidental  Fire  is  somewhat  elusive. 
By  the  way,  J.  H.  Richards  is  not  connected 
with  this  companj',  reports  in  local  prints  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.    • 

—The  Miles  City  wool  warehouse  loss 
occurred  on  June  30 — not  on  July  1,  as  first 
reported.  We  therefore  gathered  the  figures 
after  the  advance  sheet  was  out.  Two  other 
offices  were  not  able  to  give  their  figui-es  on 
the  risk  in  the  absence  of  advices. 

— D.  F.  Sullivan,  who  recently  resigned  the 
general  agency  of  the  Pacific  Mutual  Life  for 
southern  California,  is  now  associated  with 
the  San  Francisco  ofHce  of  the  Travelers  In- 
surance Co.,  as  special  executive  agent.  Mr. 
Sullivan's  well  known  ability  and  experience 
as  a  ilfe  and  accident  man  is  a  valuable 
acquisition  to  the  Travelers  forces  on  the 
Coast  and  will  add  materially  to  its  large  in- 
crease of  business  this  j'ear. 

— The  Continental's  semi-annual  statement 
presents  the  following  totals:  Assets,  .$10,013,- 
940;  net  surplus,  -W, 087,855;  reinsurance  re- 
serve, .$4,087,128;  reserve  for  losses  in  process 
of  adjustment,  $345,387;  reserve  for  commis- 
sions, taxes,  etc.,  .f  198, 569;  reserve  for  con- 
tingencies, 1300,000;  surplus  to  policyholders, 
$5,087,855.  Since  January  1  the  assets  have 
gained  over  $200,000,  and  the  net  surplus  and 
reinsurance  reserve  have  also  gained. 

—San  Francisco  Landmark.— Directly  back 
of  the  Pacific  Mutual  building  another  of  San 
Francisco's  old  landmarks  is  fast  disappear- 
ing. In  the  early  fifties  the  water  of  the  bay 
came  to  the  front  door  of  the  building,  and 
passengers  on  arrival  from  Panama  were 
landed  there  in  small  boats.  It  was  then  the 
office  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Co.,  and 
A.  B.  Forbes,  now  general  agent  for  the  Mu- 
tual Life  of  New  York,  was  the  agent. 


— This  is  our  Midsummer  Number. 

— Manager  Watt  has  returned  from  his  East- 
ern trip. 

— H.  McD.  Spencer,  of  the  Phenix  of  Brook- 
lyn, is  at  Vancouver,  B.  C. 

—The  Travelers  has  withdrawn  its  special 
combination  accident  policy. 

—It  is  probable  that  the  graded  commission 
plan  will  be  tried  in  the  East. 

— June  was  the  "hottest  month"  in  many 
years.  And  July  already  has  an  equally 
large  sum  to  its  credit. 

—Paul  C.  Bates,  Northwest  special  agent  for 
the  Cattou,  Bell  &  Co.  agency,  has  been  down 
upon  a  hasty  visit  to  the  head  office  in  San 
Francisco. 

—A.  M.  Shields  of  San  Francisco  leads  the 
personal  writers  for  the  first  five  months  of 
1900,  in  addition  to  keeping  his  agency  in 
sixth  place. — Equitable  News. 

—The  Orient  general  agency  for  this  Coast 
has  been  placed  with  Col.  Wm.  Macdonald, 
the  transfer  to  take  place  on  August  1.  The 
Orient,  it  will  be  recalled,  was  recently 
bought  by  the  London  &  Lancashire. 

— The  Prescott  fire,  together  with  Newcas- 
tle, San  Francisco  and  other  fair-sized  losses, 
has  doubtless  swept  away  the  remainder  of 
the  favorable  difference  of  $400,000  as  com- 
pared with  losses  to  date  last  year. 

— Fire  Underwriters'  Inspection  Bureau.— 
The  report  of  the  Fire  Underwriters'  Inspec- 
tion Bureau  for  the  six  months  ending  June 
30,  1900,  shows  a  total  of  6,486  changes  se- 
cured. The  number  of  buildings  inspected, 
including  83  buildings  in  course  of  construc- 
tion, was  14,942.  The  special  hazard  surveys 
published  number  97;  the  electrical  inspec- 
tions, 1,563.  Among  other  items  in  the 
bureau's  report  are — 

Wooden  ash-barrels  removed 1.038 

Chimneys  repaired  and  extended 451 

Defective  ranges,  etc.,  repaired 211 

Dangerous  lights  abolished 103 

Wooden  candlesticks  removed 131 

Electrical  changes 986 

Cloth  lining  removed 13 

Wooden  spittoons  removed 75 

Gasoline  stoves  abolished is 

Many  other  changes  were  made,  bringing  up 
the  total  to  sixty-four-eighty-six.  We  firmly 
believe  that  the  work  accomplished  by  this 
bureau  has  much  to  do  with  the  remarkably 
light  fire  loss  of  San  Francisco. 
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—The  Illinois  state  board  has  reorganized  on 
a  Union  basis. 

—The  city  council  of  Salem,  Ore.,  has  voted 
dowa  the  proposition  to  increase  the  city's  fire 
department's  hose  supply  with  600  feet  of  new 
hose. 

— New  type  was  used  in  printing  our  legal 
digest  this  month.  It  is  the  design  to  ultim- 
ately print  the  Coast  Review  from  this  clean 
old  style  type. 

— Chief  Inspector  Porter,  of  the  Fire  Under- 
writers' Inspection  Bureau,  issued  the  usual 
timely  Fourth  of  July  warning  to  property- 
owners.  These  printed  recommendations 
have  done  a  great  deal  of  good,  and  the  most 
prudent  man  is  reminded  of  some  danger  from 
fireworks  which  he  has  probably  overlooked. 

— ^We  are  under  the  impression  that  the  writer 
first  brought  into  use  the  phrase  "Insurance 
that  Insures."  He  afterwards  placed  it  on 
the  cover  and  title  page  of  the  Coast  Ileview. 
It  still  remains  on  the  first  or  title  page. 
"Devoted  to  all  kinds  of  insurance  that  in- 
sures." The  occasion  of  the  coining  of  the 
phrase  was  the  failure  of  an  assessment  com- 
pany. 

— The  Worm  Turns. — The  farmers  who  went 
into  partnership  with  the  Farmers  Mutual 
Hail  Association  won't  do  it  again  very  soon, 
as  it  has  been  a  source  of  annoyance  for  sev- 
eral months  (says  the  Herald,  of  Wayne,  Neb.) 
This  they  discovered  when  they  were  called 
upon  to  pay  outrageous  rates,  which  they 
refused  to  do.  The  farmers  have  begun  to 
feel  that  they  have  been  the  victims  of  a  set 
of  plunderers. 

— The  story  of  Mooney's  San  Francisco  Build- 
ers Insurance  Company  is  ah  amusing  chapter 
in  the  history  of  fire  insurance  in  this  field. 
It  will  be  read,  as  printed  elsewhere,  for  the 
first  time  by  nearly  all  our  readers.  Don't 
fail  to  read  it.  Mooney's  "unbought  advice," 
printed  in  a  San  Francisco  paper  of  Julj'  6, 
1867,  was  a  "foine"  advertisement  for  the 
anti-trust  and  doomed  to  bust  Builders  Ins. 
Co.  Our  readers,  we  are  sure,  will  thank  us 
for  dragging  this  story  forth  from  the  dusty 
garret  of  the  past.  Mooney's  patriotic  ad- 
dress is  appropriate  to  the  season.  We  read, 
with  some  assurance  for  the  future,  that  the 
country  was  then,  as  now,  in  great  danger, 
going  to  the  demnition  bow-wows,  with  dragon 
monopolies  in  waiting.  Salvation  depended 
on  the  success  of  the  party  out  of  oflBce. 


— Wardner,  Idaho,  will  increase  the  hose 
supply  of  its  fire  department  by  the  purchase 
of  1,000  feet  of  new  hose. 

—Royal  Ins.  Co. — At  the  recent  annual  meet- 
ing the  report  for  1899  showed  $10,132,765  fire 
premiums  and  $6,315,280  losses.  The  total 
funds  of  the  company  amount  to  $48,614,425. 

— The  automobile  will  affect  the  bicycle  busi- 
ness to  some  extent.  Automobile  parties  on 
good  country  roads  will  be  more  popular  than 
bicycle  club  runs. 

— When  Fremont  was  governor  of  Arizona  he 
vetoed  a  valued  policy  bill,  with  excellent 
arguments  against  the  measure.  We  have 
seen  the  veto  message  in  print,  but  cannot 
now  find  a  copy.  If  any  of  our  readers  have  a 
copy,  we  shall  be  greatly  obliged  for  the  loan 
of  the  same. 

— No  Trust. — Insurance  Commissioner  Stev- 
ens of  Michigan  says:  "The  price  of  insur- 
ance can  not  be  regulated  by  supply  and  de- 
mand. I  believe  that  when  the  people  thoi'- 
oughly  understand  the  objects,  methods  and 
benefits  resulting  from  insurance  organiza- 
tions there  will  be  less  unreasoning  prejudice 
and  bogie  cry  of  trust  against  insurance  com- 
panies, resulting  in  anti-compact  and  valued 
policy  laws." 

— The  "twentieth  century  combination  acci- 
dent policy  "  of  the  yEtna  Life  is  attracting 
attention.  It  provides  double  benefits  for 
railroad,  streetcar,  bicycle,  burning  building, 
elevator  and  steamboat  accidents.  The 
weekly  indemnity  is  payable  every  two  mouths 
during  disability,  until  payments  equal  the 
full  principal  sum  assured.  Provision  is  made 
for  sunstroke,  freezing,  assaults,  asphyxiation, 
injuries  without  external  marks,  etc. 

— TheUnion  Mutual,  as  usual,  headed  the  pro- 
cession in  Maine,  its  home  state,  in  1899,  with 
1,999  policies  issued  and  $2,013,101  in  amount. 
None  of  the  giants  is  close  enough  to  this 
business  to  make  a  good  second.  The  number 
of  policies  combined  issued  by  the  New  York 
and  the  Mutual  of  New  York  was  1161 ;  by  the 
New  York  and  the  Equitable,  combined  1355; 
by  the  Mutual  and  Equitable,  combined  1662; 
while  the  combined  issue  of  the  three  giants 
exceeds  that  of  the  Union  Mutual  in  Maine 
by  but  10  policies.  In  amount  combined,  the 
New  York  and  the  Mutual  of  New  York  wrote 
$1,942,475,  as  against  the  Union  Mutual's 
$2,013,101.  Home  state  evidence  is  strong 
evidence  on  the  side  of  the  Union  Mutual. 
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EXTIiA,   .1VNE  2.-. 


— Vice-Pkesident  Patmonvii.le  of  the  Fire- 
man's Fund  is  in  Chicago. 

—The  Manhattan  Fire  has  reinsui'ed  the 
Western  risks  of  the  Erie  of  Buffalo. 

—These  Extras  will  be  sent  to  regular  sub- 
scribers, on  request,  without  extra  charge. 

—General  Manager  Digby  Johnson  of  the 
Lancashire  is  in  New  York.  He  visited  this 
country  last  year. 

— At  the  big  conference  meeting  in  New 
York,  June  21,  of  250  companies  invited  to 
attend,  89  were  present. 

—The  National  of  Hartford  has  reinsured 
the  Artisans  of  Pittsbui-g.  The  Artisans, 
which  was  slightly  impaired,  will  I'etire. 

— Manager  Herbert  Folger  of  the  Phoenix 
of  Hartford  and  the  New  Hampshire  Fire,  is 
visiting  the  Pacific  Northwest  and  will  be 
absent  several  weeks. 

—A.  G.  McIlwaine,  Jr.,  has  been  elected 
president  of  the  Orient.  Chas.  E.  Dox,  of 
Atlana,  has  been  elected  secretary'.  A  London 
&  Lancashire  special  agent  has  been  elected 
superintendent  of  agencies. 

— The  Pacific  department  of  the  Phoenix  of 
Hartford  and  the  New  Hampshire  Fire  will 
remove  to  220  Sansome  street  about  Septem- 
ber 1.  The  new  offices  will  be  larger  and  will 
have  an  entrance  level  with  the  street. 

—The  Southern  and  Eastern  departments  of 
the  Lancashire  have  been  consolidated  in  the 
interest  of  economy.  Milton  Dargan  of  the 
Southern  department  has  been  appointed 
manager,  succeeding  Edward  Litchfield,  who 
has  resigned.  Manager  Dargan  has  long  been 
recognized  as  one  of  the  foremost  of  American 
fire  underwriters.  The  Lancashire  has  been 
very  successful  in  the  United  States,  and  to 
this  success  Managers  Mann  &  Wilson  of  the 
Pacific  department  have  contributed  a  liberal 
share. 

—In  the  June  Coast  Review  we  presented 
totals  which  show  that,  as  compared  with 
the  corresponding  months  of  last  year,  Ari- 
zona, Montana,  Washington  and  Oregon 
losses  have  increased.  The  total  for  the 
Coast  is  less  by  a  good  round  sum,  but  the 
reduction  has  been  in  California,  and  not  in 
the  remainder  of  the  Coast.  Losses  have 
been  I'emarkably  light  in  San  Francisco  and 
elsewhei-e  in  the  state  up  to  the  present  writ- 
ing. California  losses  are  $1)00,000  less  than 
in  the  first  five  months  of  1899. 


— The  Pacific  department  of  the  Pennsylvania 
will  soon  issue  a  special  anniversai-y  number 
of  Short  Rates,  containing  portraits,  special 
articles  and  a  i-eview.  Editor  Osborn  is 
occupying  all  his  spare  time  on  the  forth- 
coming number. 

— Non-Unionists  to  Organize.— a  committee 
representing  the  German  of  Freeport,  Secur- 
ity of  New  Haven,  Germania  of  New  York 
and  American  of  Newark,  will  try  to  organize 
the  non-union  companies  in  the  Western  Union 
territory  and  establish  a  rating  organization 
of  their  own. 

— Insurance  companies  pay  losses  constantly 
that  they  believe  to  be  incendiary,  but  know- 
ing the  prejudice  against  them,  they  resist 
very  few  and  compromise  the  loss,  preferring 
to  recoup  from  the  honest  people  rather  than 
have  the  annoyance  and  failure  of  a  lawsuit  or 
criminal  proceedings. — Ins.  Com.  Stevens, 
Mich. 

— Co-insurance  Clause. — The  National  Board 
has  proposed  a  clause  which  may  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  the  anti-coinsurance  laws.  The 
clause  begins:  "In  consideration  of  the  re- 
duced rate  of  premium  ...  it  is  stipulated 
that,"  etc.  It  is  provided  that  if  the  claim  on 
any  item  for  loss  shall  not  exceed  5  per  cent, 
of  the  total  insurance  on  such  item,  no  special 
inventory  or  appraisement  of  the  undamaged 
property  shall  be  required. 

— Bloomington  Fire. — Five  business  blocks 
in  the  center  of  the  prosperous  little  city  of 
Bloomington,  111.,  were  destroyed  by  fire, 
June  18.  A  high  wind  was  blowing  when  the 
fire  broke  out  at  midnight.  Sixty  buildings 
were  burned.  Nearly  fifty  were  flaming 
high  at  the  same  time.  The  fire  started  in  a 
laundry.  The  seven-story  Griesheim  brick 
was  no  bar  to  the  flames.  On  the  contrary, 
it  sent  forth  a  shower  of  flre-brands,  setting 
flre  to  the  court-house.  Fire  engines  were 
sent  from  Peoria  and  Springfield,  forty  miles 
away.  Dynamite  was  used  to  blow  up  build- 
ings. By  morning  the  fire  was  checked.  The 
losses  will  probably  exceed  $1,500,000  of  which 
the  insurance  companies  will  be  called  to  pay 
about  .$750,000:  The  court-house  was  unin- 
sured, the  authorities  being  "sure"  there 
would  never  be  any  fire.  The  big  Griesheim 
building,  it  is  said,  had  been  written  at  cut 
rates  in  Chicago.  The  non-union  companies 
had  written  a  good  deal  of  business  at  cut 
rates,  and  are  reported  as  having  been  I'ather 
hard  hit.  The  authorities  will  now  lay 
20-inch  mains. 
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—The  proposed  insurance  journal  by  the 
Western  Union  has  been  abandoned,  and  the 
publicity  committee  has  resigned  in  a  body. 

—A  "new  line"  life  company,  to  be  called  the 
Century,  is  being  organized  at  Vancouver  by 
C.  A.  Lett,  recently  with  the  New  York  L,ife. 

— Why  the  Pkovident  Savings  Left  Texas.— 
Pi-esident  E.  W.  Scott  of  the  Provident 
Savings  Life  says,  in  refei'ence  to  the 
temporary  withdrawal  of  .the  company 
from  Texas:  "The  notice  of  commissioner 
Johnson  respecting  this  company,  as  pub- 
lished in  some  of  the  Texas  papers,  is 
false  and  intentionally  misleading.  The  com- 
pany has  not  refused  an  examination  as 
alleged,  but  owing  to  the  commissioner's  per- 
sistent hostility  and  i-epudiation  of  his  writ- 
ten agreement  in  disregard  of  the  advice  and 
recommendation  of  his  official  representatives 
the  company  felt  it  unsafe  to  continue  busi- 
ness in  the  state  during  his  administi-ation, 
and  voluntarily  withdrew  from  the  state,  giv- 
ing the  commissioner  notice  thereof  on  June 
13th.  The  company  is  preparing  and  will 
mail  to  its  policyholders  in  Texas  a  circular 
letter  covering  the  whole  controversy  with 
Commissioner  Johnson  during  the  past  two 
years.  The  company  in  this  controversy  is 
absolutely  correct  and  has  been  approved  in 
writing  by  the  chief  clerk  and  oiiicial  exam- 
iner of  the  Texas  insurance  department." 

— National  Board  Committee. — The  Com- 
mittee of  Twenty-Seven  has  formulated  a 
"declaration  of  intentions,"  from  which  we 
take  the  following: 

The  undersigned  fire  insurance  companies  agree 
to  constitute  and  appoint  for  cue  year  from  the 
time  of  the  general  meeting  a  committee  of  super- 
vision, whose  duties  shall  be  to  consider  the  condi- 
tions of  the  fire  insurance  business  in  respect  to 
statutory  requirements  of  the  various  states,  ex- 
penses of  the  business  and  the  adjustment  of  rates. 
This  committee  shall  number  thirty,  and  shall  be 
selected  by  ballot  at  the  first  meeting  of  the 
companies. 

The  following  rules  shall  apply  to  the  territory 
covered  by  this  agreement,  which  is  declared  to 
be,  unless  restricted  by  legislation,  all  cities, 
towns  and  sections  of  the  United  States  in  which 
associations  for  the  control  of  rates  and  the 
regulation  of  compensation  to  agents  do  not  exist, 
and  in  addition  in  the  supervisory  capacity  here- 
inbefore provided  for  all  sections  of  the  United 
States,  subsistent  organizations. 

The  committee  of  supervision  shall  immediately 
revise  the  existing  tariffs  and  secure  an  advance 
of  the  rates  upon  such  classes  of  hazards  and  for 
such  localities  as  the  experience  of  the  companies 
the  last  five  years  has  shown  to  be  unprofitable. 


EXTRA,  JULY  2.  WOO. 

— Securities  deposited  by  insurance  compa- 
nies with  the  Transvaal  government  have 
been  recovered: 


— J.  N.  Patton,  ex-secretary  of  the  Pacific 
Mutual  Life,  died  on  June  25,  of  heart  failure. 
He  resigned  a  few  weeks  ago  on  account  of  ill 
health. 

— Messrs.  Kilgarif  &  Beaver  of  the  Pacific 
Mutual  Life,  report  over  a  million  new  busi- 
ness for  their  department  (California)  during 
the  first  half  of  the  present  j'ear.  This  is  a 
gain  of  a  quarter  of  a  million  over  the  cor- 
responding months  of  last  j^ear. 

— E.  H.  Hart,  of  the  Penn  Mutual's  Califor- 
nia department,  was  one  of  the  speakers  at 
the  Penn  Mutual  agency  meeting  at  Cincin- 
nati. The  Western  Underwriter  says  he 
"made  a  ten-strike  in  his  oratory,"  and  adds: 
"It  was  a  surprise,  and  his  mastery  of  the 
powers  of  speech  is  remarkable." 

— Cai't.  a.  E.  Magill,  for  many  years  general 
agent  of  the  Home  and  Phoenix,  died  on  June 
27,  of  dropsy.  He  leaves  two  sons,  Arthur 
and  Percy,  who  are  employed  under  Manager 
Polger  in  the  Pacific  department  of  the 
Phoenix  of  Hartford.  The  considerable  estate 
of  the  deceased  was  divided  equally  between 
the  sons. 

— Say  It  Was  Insolvent. — The  insurance 
commissioners  of  Vermont,  in  their  annual  re- 
port, refer  to  the  reinsured  Vermont  Life  as 
follows:  "The  Vermont  Life  was  irretriev- 
ablj'  insolvent  on  the  most  liberal  basis  of 
valuation  of  its  reserve  liability  used  in  this 
country."  So  the  secret  is  out.  This  explains 
the  brief  note  of  the  president  of  the  re- 
insurer, the  Metropolitan  Life — "the  less 
said,  the  better."  The  commissioners'  objec- 
tionable ruling  as  to  one  year  term  insurance 
gave  the  president  the  desired  opportunity 
for  "by-play  to  cover  up  insolvency"  and  fur- 
nish an  excuse  to  the  public  for  the  company's 
i-eiusurauce.  The  ,?100,C00  capital  stock  of 
the  little  company  was  wiped  out,  and  there 
was  au  additional  deficit  of  ^25,000.  The 
Vermont  had  only  $5,000,000  insurance  in  force, 
some  of  which  was  "provident  endowment," 
"children's  provident,"  industrial,  etc. 

WANTED  TO   BUY 
An  interest  in  an  established 
Fire  Insurance  Agency     .     . 

JH   Seattle  or    Tacoina,   Wash. 

Address — 

P.  O.  Box  "  M," 

Sault  St.  Marie,  Mich. 


The   Coast  ReViexiO 


MONEY  AND  REALTY. 


The  president  of  the  National  Direct 
Leg-islation  League  says:  "Scientists  tell 
us  that  the  lower  you  get  in  the  order  of 
creation,  the  more  young  are  spawned  at 
a  time.  Thus,  a  cod rish  will  spawn  6,000, - 
000  eggs,  of  which  very  few  grow  to  matur- 
ity. Our  present  system  is  productive  of 
low  organisms.  We  spawn  our  laws  by 
the  hundreds  and  thousands  and  few  of 
them  are  of  any  use.  Switzerland  has  set 
the  example  in  direct  legislation,  or  a  true 
democracy,  which,  to  my  way  of  thinking, 
we  should  follow  here."  The  speaker 
must  have  been  reading  American  insur- 
ance laws. 


D.  A.   SPENCER,  Adjuster. 


2/3  Sansome   Street, 


SAN  FRANCISCO. 


F.     G.     ARGALL, 

Adjuster    of    Fire    Losses, 
306  Pine  Street,  (room  2)   San  Francisco. 

TEL.    MAIN    5605 


The  known  yield  of  gold  in  1899,  as  giv- 
en by  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  exceeds 
by  $78,119,300  the  output  of  both  gold 
and  silver  in  1890,  and  by  $114,932.8i;Uhat 
of  both  gold  and  silver  in  1873.  Neither 
population  nor  business  is  increasing  in 
any  such  ratio. 

Fire  losses  are  increasing  in  the  United 
States — but  so  are  insurance  risks  and 
the  total  at  risk.  This  is  a  billion  dollar 
counti-y,  and  it  is  entitled  to  burn  up  be- 
tween a  fifth  and  a  sixth  of  that  sum  an- 
nually if  it  pleases  the  voters  to  tolerate 
valued  policy  laws  and  the  fire  waste. 
Fire  underwriters  may  as  well  make  up 
their  minds  to  an  annual  fire  waste  of  a 
hundred  and  fifty  millions,  and  raise  rates, 
accordingly. 

Liberal  Contract 

can  be  made 
with  established 

Old  Line  Life 

insurance  Company 
for 

Local  or  Special 

Agency.  Address  "C" 

Cnre  of  Coast  Review. 
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PHOENIX  MUTUAL 


I     ICC      INSURANCE 
Lire.     COMPANY 

Of  HARTFORD,  CONN. 


JONATHAN  B.  BUNCE,  Presi. 
J.  M.  HOLCOMBE,  Vice-Presi. 
CHAS.  H.  LAWRENCE,  Sec'y. 


H.    W.   MAGEE. 


J.    W.   HICKS. 


HIGKS    &    MAQRR, 

Managers  Pacific   Department, 
Olaus  Spreclcels  (Call)    BuildinQ,   San  Francisco. 

t^  Two    NEW   CONTRACTS    Just   Issued.         The    Easiest    on    the    Market   to    Sell. 
SMALL  RA  TES  !      BIG  ADVANTAGES !     Agents  should  not  fail  to  call  and  Investigate- 


iSiSi^^^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  S^&^S^&^S^S^ 


PHENIX 


NSURANCE  COMPANY 

of  Brooklyn,  n'.  Y.  * 


CASH  CAPITAL,  $1,000,000 

Assets,  $5,822,876.17 

Losses  Paid,  over  $60,000,000.00 


H    McD    SPENCER    State  Ag'ent    for  California.  OREGON.  Washington  and  British  Columbia 
Office  415  MONTGOMERY  STREET,  San  Francisco 

GEORGE  J.  WELLINGTON,  Manager  for  Metropolitan  District 

TRANSA  TLANTIC 

Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Hamburg,  Germany. 

ASSETS, ,..,.......,.  $2,913,441  00 

LIABILITIES, 1.078,440  00 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS, $1,835,001  00 

CASH  ASSETS  IN  U.  S.,   .  .  . 830,928  00 

V.  CARUS  DRIFFIELD,  Manager.  H.  DANKER,  Ass't  Manager. 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT: 
213     SANSOME     STREET.         -  -  SAN     FRANCISCO. 
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i  IN  LINE  WITH  THE  TIMES ....  I 

<l)>  No  oi)portunity  is  overlooked  for 

*  UNION  MUTUAL  POLICIES. 

J  TlhorcDMghly  Moderini  Imi  PrSvile^ 


<l)>  No  oi)portunity  is  overlooked  for  the  improvement  of  ^ 

*  UNION  MUTUAL  POLICIES.     They  are  kept  f 

fly 


^                                          Oemiiuiliniely  Protective  m  Resimlts  f 

<R                               EXTENDED  INSURAKCE  WITHOUT  DEDUCTIOKS.  }f 

4>                               INCONTESTABILITY  WITHOUT   RESTRICTIONS.  * 

«>                             BOTH  POLICYHOLDERS  AND  AGENTS  FAIRLY  TREATED  ALWAYS.  w 

fl\  w 

'     —    '    -        —                  —                      Incorporated  1848  \)/ 

.  ^***^ w ^ PORTLAND,  MAINE  h 

/)\                        Good  Territory  Ready  for                          FRED  E.  RICHARDS,  President  \V 

fly                      Good  Agents                                               ARTHUR  L.  BATES,  Vice  President  * 

/»\  Exclusive  Territory  may  be  /    U/m     n^     I  FflVITT     CtPUPVPl]   AnPTlt   (  ^'-'^  '"«''7»'-"'"  '*•''•'''''  ^, 

«\           had  upon  application  to  ,    Will.  O.   LLnVl  1   I  ,  UGllKI  dl   nUoHl)    ,  San  Francisco,  Cat.  i» 


i  Union  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co. 
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Fire  and  Marine   Insurance  Agencies. 


Phone  I    General  Agents  and  Companies. 


548 

5107 

334 


Baggs  &  Stovel 

American,  Boston 
Mercantile,  Boston 

Bailey,  James  D 

Ins.  Co.  North  America 


Balfour,  Gutbrie  &  Co 

(A.  H.  Small,  Manager) 
British  &  Foreign  Marine 
Yangtsze,  Shanghai 

Belden,  H.  K 

Hartford  Fire 

N.  Y.  Underwriters  Agency 


Bertheau,  Cesar 

Hanover,  N.  Y. 
Aachen  &  Munich  Fire 


Boardman  &  Spencer 
^tna,  Hartford 


Bromwell,  L.  L 

Milwaukee  Mechanics,  Wis. 


Brown  &  Sons,  Edward 
American,  Phila. 
Svea,  Sweden 
Agricultural,  N.  Y. 
Delaware 


Butler  &  Haldan 

Phcenix,  London 
Providence-Washington,  R.I. 

Catton,  BeU  &  Co 

Union  Assurance,  London 
Law  Union  &  Crown 
Victoria,  N.  Y. 

Christensen,  Chas 

American-Central,  St.  Louis. 
St.  Paul.F.  &M. 


Coleman,  J.  D 

Home,  New  York, 

Continental  Ins.  Co.  . 


Davis  &  Son,  J.  B.  F 

Standard  Marine,  Liverpool 
Sun,  London 

Davis  &  Watson 

British  America 
Western,  Toronto 


Davis  &  Henry    .   .   . 
Greenwich,  N.  Y. 


Devlin,  Frank  J 

Atlas.  London 
Kings  County 

Dickson  and  Hall 

Royal  Exchange,  London 
Orient 

Dornin,  George  D 

National,  Hartford 
Springfield,  Mass. 

Driffield,  V,  C 

Transatlantic,  Hamburg 
Hamburg  Underwriters 

Dutton,  Wm.  J 

Ins.  Co.  State  of  Penn.,  Phila 
Equitable 

Edwards  &  Conroy 

American,  N.  J. 
Manchester,  England 
Caledonian.  Edinburgh 
American,  N.  Y. 


Address. 


411  Calif. 

412  Calif. 
316  Calif. 

313  Calif. 

423  Calif. 

514  Calif. 
410  Calif. 
411'/4  Calif  • 

413  Calif. 
406  Calif. 

220  Sans. 

Portland 

302  Pine 
215  Sans. 

322  Pine. 

215  Sans. 
309  Sans. 

501  Montg 

409  Calif. 


213  Sans. 


401  Calif. 
323  Calif. 


Fire  and  Marine  Insurance  Agencies. 


Phone     General  Agents  and  Comiianies.      Address 


1991 
1034 


666 
11&4 


336 


Clay 
321 


1597 


5710 
746 


720 


169 


538 

5639 

649 


Fireman's  Fund  Ins.  Co. 


Folger,  Herbert 

Phoenix,  Hartford 
New  Hampshire 

Grant,  Geo.  F 

London  Assurance,  London 
Northern  Assurance.  London 


Grant,  Tom  C 

North  British  &  Mercantile 
Greenwich,  N.  Y. 


Gutte  &  Frank 

Magdeburg,  Germany 
Magdeburg,  N.  Y. 
Wilhelma,  Germany 
Associated  Assurance  Cos. 
Germany 


Harrison,  Wm.  Greer 

Thames  &  Mersey  Marine 


Haven,  Chas.  D.  .   .  ■ 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe 


Herold,  Jr.,  Rudolph  . 
Hamburg-Bremen 


Home  Mutual  Ins.  Co. 


Keller,  H.  C. 


Lamey,  H.  T 

British  America 
Western 

Landers,  William  J  .    .    . 
Imperial,  London 
Lion,  London 

Laton,  Chas.  A 

Palatine,  Eng. 
Traders,  Chicago 

Loaiza,  W.  &  Co 

Prussian  National 
Niagara 
Caledonian- American 


Lowden,  W.  H 

Norwich  Union 

Macdonald,  William 

London  &  Lancashire,  Eng. 
Norwalk  Fire 
English-Am.  Underwriters 
State  Fire 
Netherlands 


Manheim,  Dibbern  &  Co 

Scottish  Union  &  National 


Mann  &  Wilson 

Lancashire,  Eng. 
Teutonia,  New  Orleans 
La  Fonciere  Marine 
L'Universo  Marine 


Maxwell,  J.  D.  . 

Continental 


Medcraft,  R.  C 

Scottish  Union  &  National 


McNear,  Geo.  W 

(Willard  O.  Wayman,  Manager) 
Merchants,  N.  J. 
United  States  Fire,  N.  Y. 
Girard 
Marine 


401  Calif. 
325  Calif. 

221  Sans. 

212  Pine 
303  Calif. 

305  Calif. 

422  Calif. 

415  Calif. 

318  Calif. 

210  Sans. 

Denver 

205  Sans. 
439  Calif. 
216  Sans 

314  Calif. 

315  Montg 


322  Calif. 

421  Calif. 
319  Calif. 
308  Sans. 
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5136 

1724 
5024 
5976 


Green 
621 


5810 


321 
5359 


5577 


113 


Mitchell,  Geo.  M 

Westchester,  N.  Y. 
Home  N.  Y. 

MuUins,  C.  F 

Commercial  Union,  Eng. 
Commercial  Union,  N.  Y. 
Alliance,  London 

Pope,  T.  Edward 

Pennsylvania 
Union,  Phila. 

Potter,  Ed.  E 

Franklin,  Phila. 

Williamsburg  City,  N.  Y. 

Glens  Falls 
Eoff,  H.  L 

Home,  N.  Y. 
Shankland,  T.  C 

Fire  Association,  Phila. 

Smith,  B.  jr 

Connecticut,  Hartford 

Spencer,  H.  McD 

Phenix,  Brooklyn. 

Speyer,  Walter 

North  German,  Germany 
Hamburg  Underwriters 

Syz  &  Co 

Helvetia  Swiss 
Baloise,  Switzerland 
Swiss  Marine  Combined 

Thomas,  W.  P 

New  Zealand,  Auckland 

Tyson,  Geo.  H .   . 

German- American,  N.  Y. 

German  Alliance,  N.  Y. 

Boston.  Boston,  Mass. 
Van  Slyke  &  Co 

Voss,  Conrad  &  Co 

Thuringia,  Germany 
Frankfort  Marine 
Bavarian  Lk)vd  Marine 
Thuringia-American,  N.  Y. 

Watt,  RoUa  V 

Royal,  Liverpool 
Queen,  N.  Y. 


Wilson,  Walter  J. 
Niagara 


Address.     \Phone\    General  Agents  and  Companies. 


210  Sans. 
416  Calif. 

508-10  Calif. 
322  Montg 

210  Sans. 
219  San. 
411  Calif. 
415  Montg 
225  Sans. 

301  Calif. 

312  Calif. 
435  Calif. 


409^2  Calif 
204  Sans. 


Royal  Ins- 
Bldg. 

216  Sans. 


San  Francisco  Life,  Accident  and  Mis-^ 
cellaneous  Agencies. 


Phone    General  Agents  and  Companies. 


329 
5017 

195 

902 

5244 

1703 

1376 


Borland,  James  H 

Bnggs,  Clarence  F 

Standard  Life  and  Accident 


Christensen,  Chas 

Lloyds  Plate  Glass,  N.  Y. 

Delger  Ewd.    F 

Bankers  Life  Association. 


Dunphy,  W.  H.     .    . 

Home  Life,  N.  Y. 


Field,  H.  K 

New  England  Mutual  Life 


Finnegan,  John  E 

Forbes  &  Son,  A.  B 

Mutual  Life,  N.  Y. 

Oamiss,  Jas.  R 

American  Surety,  N.  Y. 


Spreckels 

Bldg 
Mills  Big 

317  Calif. 


Spreckels 
Bldg 

Parrott 
Big 

Mills  Big 

Mills  Big 

Mutual 
Life  Big 

219  Sans. 


5333 

1384 

5393 

766 

5740 

5596 

Red 
2331 

1684 

5296 

Brown 
223 

Blk 
2311 

1597 
1696 
169 

538 
5921 


750 
621 
699 

Davis 

982 

5683 
51.36 

425 


970 
5161 
17.39 


Gilbert.  Frank  L Mills  Big 


Fidelity  and  Deposit 


Address. 


Godwin,  Thos ,   .    .    . 

Preferred  Accident,  N.  Y. 


Gross,  Carl  C 

Provident  Savings,  N.  Y. 


Harmon,  Jr.,  A.  K.  P 

Connecticut  Mutual  Life,  H'd 


Hart  &  Wooster 
Penn  Mutual 


Hicks  &  Magee 

Phoenix  Mutual  Life 


Houghton,  H.  B 

.^tna  Life  (&  accident)  Conn. 


Jacobs,  W.  A.    .  .   . 
Germania  Life 


Kilgarif  &  Beaver   .   .    . 
Paeitic  Mutual  Life 


Landers,  John 

Manhattan  Life,  N.  Y. 


Leavitt,  W.  C 

Union  Mutual  Life,  Me. 


Loaiza,  W.  &  Co 

Union  Casualty  &  Surety  Co, 


McLane,  Chas 

New  York  Life,  N.  Y. 


Mann  &  Wilson 

Hartford  Steam  Boiler 
Metropolitan  Plate  Glass 


Maxwell,  J.  D.  &  Co. 


Munsell,  Jr.,  Jas 

Mutual  Benefit  Life,  N.  J. 


Okell,  Chas  J.  &  Co 

Employers'  Liability,  London 


Pacific  Mutual  Life,  S.  F. 
Pacific  Surety  Co.,  S.  F.  . 


Pardee,  S.  C 

Fidelity  &  Casualty,  N.  Y. 

Parker,  C.  M.  T 


Perrin,  Howard    .   .   . 

Washington  Life 


Potter,  Ed  E 

City  Trust,  S.  D.  &  Surety 


Rathbun,  Geo.  A 

Fidelity  Mutual,  Philadelphia 


Sherman  &  Harmon 
Penn  Mutual 


Shields,  A.  M 

Equitable  Life 

Smith,  Clarence  M 

Northwest'n  Mut.,  Milwaukee 


Stolp,  G.  M 

National  Life,  Vt. 


Mills  Big 

Spreckels 
■  Bldg 

Mills  Big 

Spreckels 
Big. 

Spreckels 
Bldg 

Safe  De- 
posit Big 

Mills  Big 
506  Montg 
240  Montg 
419  Calif. 
216  Sans. 
Mills  Big 
322  Calif. 

421  Calif. 
503  Calif. 

401  Calif. 


Voss,  Conrad  &  Co 

Frankfort  Acci.  &  Plate  Glass 


.506  Montg 

320  Montg 

Mutual 
Life  Big 

214  Pine 

Chronicle 
Bldg 

322  Montg 
Mills  Big 
Portia  nd 
Crock'rBlg 
Phelan  Big 
Crock'rBlg 
204  Sans. 


The   Coast   Rev>ie\(> 


Our  Oirecluri/  of  J'uci/ic  Vouat 

Attached  Field  Men. 
Aachen  &  Munich. 

A  W  Thorntou,  Seattle 
W  A  Bonyiige,  Los  Angeles 
Will  B  Streeter,  Porllaud.  Oregon 
F  W  Ilally,  San  Francisco 
Atlas  Assurance. 
E  II  Thompson.  San  Francisco 
W  W  Cleveland,  San  Francisco 
"\V  \V  Alverson,  Portland 
C  E  Sclilingheyde,  Los  Angeles 
Wllllani  Manning,  Denver,  Col. 

^tna. 
Ed  C  Morrison,  San  Francisco 
Louis  Mel,  San  Francisco 
W  L  Gazzam,  Seattle,  Wash. 
J  A  Murphy,  Seattle 

Baggs  t6  Stovel  Age^icy. 
C  W  Smith,  San  Francisco 

British  America  and  Western. 
W  L  W  Miller,  Denver,  Colorado 
H  J  Schaeffer,  Seattle,  Wash. 
R  H  Maglll,  Oakland.  California 
W  B  Westlake,  Oakland.  Cal. 
E  L  Reed    Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
Edw.  Brown  cfc  tion,  Gen'l  Ag'ts. 
Will  H  Hill,  San  Francisco 
Chas  Van  Valkenburg,  Los  Angeles 
H  H  Brown,  San  Francisco 
N  B  Whitley,  Seattle,  Washington 
W  H  Gibbons,  SaltLake  City,  Utah 

Butler  <tt  Haldan  Agency. 
B  C  Dick,  San  Francisco 
B  B  Broomell,  Tacoma 

Continental. 
D  W  Graves,  San  Francisco 
W  A  Williams,  Portland,   Oregon 
F  H  Rhoads,  Denver,  Colorado 
F  P  Wilson,  Los  Angeles 

Commercial  Union  and  Alliance. 
W  R  Heath,  San  Francisco 
A  T  Von  Etlinger,  Portland,  Or 
W  A  Jackson,  Los  Angeles 
M  H  Merrill,  Salt  Lake  City 

Connecticut. 
Guy  Francis.  San  Francisco 
A  G  Davis,  San  Francisco 
L  P  Stephens.  Los  Angeles 
James  S  Reed.  Portland,  Oregon 
W  S  Ferris,  Salt  Lake 

Chas.  Christensen's  Agency. 
James  C  Cunningham,  Spokane 
Ernest  C  Johnson.  Los  Angeles 
S  B  Morse,  Portland,  Oregon 
Geo  G  Potter,  San  Francisco 

Edwards  (6  Conroy,  Managers. 
R  De  Lappe.  San  Francisco 
Geo  A  Crux,  Portland,  Oregon 
E  E  Panabaker,  Sacramento 
J  O  Parrisli,  Denver 

Fireman's  Fund. 
R  D  Hunter,  San  Francisco 
Wm  M  Klinger,  San  Francisco 
L  M  Seatou,  Los  Angeles 
J  V  Spears,  Dallas.  Texas 
F  G  White,  Denver,  Colorado 
A  C  Thornton,  Portland,  Oregon 
R  P  Fabj,  Sherlock  Blk.,  Port.,  Or. 
G  H  Mendell,  Jr.,  Salt  Lake 
Fire  Association,  Philadelphia. 
T  C  Shankland,  San  Francisco 
F  M  Avery,  Denver,  Colorado 
F  J  Alex  Mayer,  Portland,  Oregon 
Dan  L  Weaver,  Spokane 
E  J  Louis,  Los  Angeles 

German- American. 
W  F  Chipman,  San  Francisco 
Harry  Benner,San  Francisco 
Chas  R  Thompson,  Seattle,  Wash. 

Hamburg- Bremen. 
Harry  C  Boyd,  San  Franclsca 


Hartford. 
J   J   Agard,  ban  t  raucisco 
John  M  Holmes,  San  Francisco 
J  J  Dennis,  Portland 
B  F  Grant,  Salt  Lake  City 
W  O  Morgan,  San  Francisco 

Home  Mutual. 
E  E  Eitel,  San  Francisco 
R  P  Falij,  Portland.  Oregon 
A  W  Wliitmer,  Portland.  Oregon 
F  G  White,  Denver,  Colorado 
Chas  C  Echlin,  San  Francisco 
C  P  Lyndall,  Los  Angeles 

Home,  New  York. 
Harry  L  RolT,  San  Francisco 
A  G  Ridling,  San  Francisco 
Junius  Young,  Salt  Lake  City 
A  F  Gartner,  Butte,  Montana 
J  D  Coleman,  Portland.  Oregon 
John  H  Burgard  Portland,  Oregon 
G  C  Holloway.  Los  Angeles 
J  J  Sheahan,  San  Francisco 
Imperial  arid  Lion. 
Amos  F.  Sewell,  San  Francisco 
T  T  Frith.  Denver 
W  F  Zwlck,  Seattle 
Toll  Thompson.  Portland,  Oregon 
MaJ  W  H  Bonsall.  Los  Angeles 
Ins.  Co.  of  North  America. 
J  K  Hamilton,  San  Francisco 
C  O  Scott,  San  Francisco 
A  E  Bailey,  Seattle,  Washington 

Lancashire. 
Walter  M  Speyer.  San  Francisco 
D  W  Pierce,  Los  Angeles 
F  M  Branch,  Portland,  Oregon 

Liverpool  <&  London  c6  Globe. 
Edw  G  Sprowl,  Tacoma,  Wash. 
R  G  Brusli,  San  Francisco 
John  W  Gunn.  Salem,  Oregon 
Fred  L  Haven,  San  Francisco 
Theo  Summerland,  Los  Angeles 

London  <&  Lancashire. 
W  B  Hopkins,  San  Fran(tisco 
Burns  Macdonald,  San  Francisco 
Sam  15  Stoy,  Cham.  Com..  Port.,  Or. 

London  and  Northern. 
Frank  L  Hunter,  San  Francisco 
F  C  H   Robins,  San  Francisco 
James  H  Vint,  San  Francisco 

Magdeburg. 
Leslie  Bates,  San  Francisco 

G.   W.  McNear. 
M  H  Thomson,  Portland 
Arthur  M  Thomson,  San  Francisco 
C  A  Mead,  Los  Angeles 

Milwaukee  Mechanics. 
C  H  Ward,  Sun  Francisco 
Gilbert  E  Overton,  Los  Angeles 
National  and  Springfield. 
Leslie  H  Lord    San  Francisco 
J  N  Waters,  San  Francisco 
John  C  Dornin,  Tacoma,  Wash. 
P  E  Gerald    Portland.  Oregon 
Geo  C  Codding,  San  Francisco 
Edward  Sexton,  Denver 
New  Zealand. 
H  E  Parkhurst,  San  Francisco 
A   R  D  Patterson,  Portland 
H   E  O'Brien,  Los  Angeles 

Niagara. 
Geo  H  Batchelder,  Denver,  Colo. 
Walter  J  Wilson,  San  Francisco 
W  H  Raymond,  Portland,  Oregon 

North  British  and  Mercantile. 
Edward  Niles,  San  Francisco 
W  S  Berdan,  Jr.,  San  Francisco     - 
Chas  B  Hill,  San  Francisco 
John  T  Griffith,  San  Francisco 
Francis  Cutting,  San  Francisco 

North  German. 
J  H  Ankele,  San  Francisco 
C  O  Hawley,  Los  Angeles 
Norwich  Union. 
J  L  Fuller,  San  Francisco 
R  H  Delafield,  San  Francisco 
F  C  Staniford,  San  Francisco 
A  W  Glesy,  Salem,  Oregon 


Palatine. 
Thomas  J  Duffy,  San  Francisco 
Henry  T  Fennel,  San  Francisco 
Edward  O  Hughes,  Los  Angeles 
F  J  H  Manning,  Denver,  Colo. 
E  S  Parker,  Sonora,  Cal. 
Henry  C  Rodgers.  Portland,  Oregon 

Pennsylvania  Fire. 
Homer  A  Craig,  San  Francisco 
Chester  Deering,  San  Francisco 
Volney  Howard,  San  Francisco 
S  P  Mesick,  San  Francisco 
J  H  Clinkscales,  Los  Angeles 

Philadelphia  Underwriters 
T  C  Shankland,  San  Francisco 
F  M  Avery,  Denver,  Colorado 
F  J  Alex  Mayer,  Portland,  Oregon 
E  J  Louis,  Los  Angeles 
Dan  L  Weaver,  Spokane, Wash. 

Phoenix,  Hartford. 
R  Gallegos.  Jr,  San  Francisco 
J  W  Warner,  San  Francisco 
Chas  D  Morgan,  Los  Angeles 
Luclan  W  Knight,  Portland,  Or. 

Prussian  National. 
John  A  Prinsen,  San  Francisco 

Edward  E.  Potter,  Manager. 
Sam  B  Dewey,  Los  Angeles 
Charles  A  Layug 

Royal  and  Quee7i. 
John  T  Fogarty,  San  Francisco 
Wm  Maris,  San  Francisco 
F  M  Gilcrest,  San  Francisco 
J  K  Urmston,  Los  Angeles 
H  R  Burke,  Portland.  Oregon 
J  O  Thomas,  Portland,  Oregon 

Royal  Exchange  Assurance. 
John  J  Clayton,  San  Francisco 
John  T  Beales,  San  Francisco 
R  M  Thompson,  Los  Angeles 
H  C  Ramsay,  Denver 
John  Andrew,  Portland 

Scottish  Union  dk  National. 
T  J  A  Tiedemanu.  Portland.  Or 
Fred  R  Stover,  San  Francisco 
Harry  L  Luke.  Salt  Lake  &  Denver 
John  E  Cosgrove,  San  Francisco 

Sun  Insurance  Office. 
Thos  H  Williams,  Portland 
W  W  Hoagland,  Portland 

Syz  tfc  Co. 
H  C  Kirkpatrick,  San  Francisco 

Thuringia. 
R  B  Friend,  San  Francisco 
C  B  Sloan,  Los  Angeles 
L   F  Lamping,  Seattle,  Washington 

Transatlantic. 
Tom  R  Roberts,  Seattle 
H  W  Fores,  San  Francisco 
Union  Assurance. 
Harry  H  Smith,  San  Francisco 
Edwin  B  De  Golia,  San  Francisco 
Paul  C  Bates,  Portland 
Westchester. 
H  C  Keller.  San  Francisco 

Unattached  Field  Men. 
A  A  Andre,  San  Francisco 
F  G  Argall,  San  Francisco 
I)  M  Bokee,  San  Francisco 
William  L  Chalmers,  Portland,  Or. 
W  H  Faust,  Los  Angeles 
E  P  Farnsworth,  San  Francisco 
H  R  Hanna.  Los  Angeles 
R  Lockey,  Helena,  Mont. 
D  W  Mcintosh,  Los  Angeles 
Calvert  Meade,  San  Francisco 
R  H  Naunton,  San  Francisco 
B  D  Smailey,  Seattle,  Washington 
D  A  Spencer,  San  Francisco 
Adolph  Wenzelburger    San  Fran'co 
H  M  Grant.  Portland.  Oregon 
Charles  L  J  Bliss,  Seattle,  Wash 


COAST  REVIETV  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


V_  #    \^     i-L/  J -/  JL    ^  Of  America,  N.  Y. 


Assets, 
Surplus, 

J.  A.  MACDONALD,  President, 


$4,668,341.00 
2,323,975.00 

GEO.  W.  BURCHELL,  Secretary. 


ROLLA  V.  WATTj  Pacific  Coast  Manager 

JOHN  T.   FOGARTY,  Superintendent  of  Agencies. 
ROYAL  INSURANCE  BUILDING  corner  Pine  and  Sansome  Streets,  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

SPECIAL  AGENTS  and  ADJUSTERS  ROYAL  and  QUEEN  INSURANCE  COMPANIES. 
FRANK  M.  GILCREST,  Central  California.  H.  R.  BURKE,  Washing-ton  and  Montana 

WILLIAM  MARIS,  Northern  California,  Nevada  and  Utah.     J.  0.  THOMAS,  Oreg:on  and  Idaho. 
J.  K.  URMSTON,  Southern  California,  Arizona  and  New  Mexico. 


ASSETS, 

SURPLUS,    (Net) 
LOSSES    PAID,   OVER 


I  53,281,824  89 

15.196,543  33 

117,000,000  00 


g?Vr77 


Transacts  Largest   FIRE    Insurance   Busi- 
ness of  any  Company  in  the  World. 


CHARLES  ALCOCK,   MANAGER, 


F.  J.   KINGSLEY,  SUB-MANAGER, 

LIVERPOOL,    ENGLAND. 


Royal 

JNSURANCE 

Company. 


DEPARTMENT  OFFICES: 

Boston,    New  York,    Philadelphia,    Chicago,    Louisville, 

San  Francisco. 

1;^"  Agencies  in  all  principal  Cities  and  Towns. 


ROLLA    V.   WATTj    Pacific  Coast    Manager, 

JOHN   T.    FOGARTY,  Superintendent  of  Agencies. 
ROYAL  INSURANCE  BUILDING  corner  Pine  and  Sansome  Streets,  SAN  FRANCISCO. 


i^^^^^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  i&^S?^^^ 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT 


AMERICAN  CENTRAL 

Insurance  Company  of  St.  Louis 

Established  1S53 

AssKTs,  -  -  $  1,941,324.10 

Losses  Paid,  -  -         10,429,444.42 

terhitor  y: 

California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Montana,  Idaho,  Utah,  Nevada  and  Arizona 


ST.  PAUL 


F.  &  M.  Insurance  Company  of   St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Established  1S65 

Assets,  -  -  -  $  2,450,629.11 

Losses  Paid,  _  _  _  16,586,620.70 

territor  y: 
California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Montana,  Idaho,  Utah,  Nevada  and  Arizona 


Lloyds  Plate  Glass 

Insurance  Company  of   New  York 

Assets,  -  -  -  -    $  736,016.74 

Losses  Paid,  _  _  _  1,875,494.33 

8®" Insures  Plate  Glass  Against  Breakage  Only 


CHAS.  CHRISTENSEN,  Manager 


B.  GOODWIN,   Ass't    Manager 


Special  Agents : 

JAMES  a.  CUNNINGHAM,  Spokane,  Wash 
ERNEST  C.  JOHNSON,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


OFFICE:  220  SanSOme  St..  S     F.  S  ^^^-  ^-  PO'^TEH,  San  Francisco. 

\         S.  B.  MORSE.  Portland. 
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CONNBCTICUT 


MX' 


i 


Pi' 

i 


Fire  Insurance  Company  of  f-Iartford 


ESTABLISHED  1850 


Cash  Capital, 

Total  Assets, 

Surplus  to  Policyholders, 


'1,000,000   oo 

3,869,451  75 
2,068,839  7i 


BENJAMIN  J.  SMITH,  Manager 


411   California  Street,  San  Francisco 


Royal  Exchange  Assurance 


Of  lAondon,    England. 

-ESTABLISHED    BY    ROYAL    CHARTER    1730 


m 

is 

M 

m 


Cash  Capital,  :  : 

Surplus  to  Policyholders, 
Total  Assets,  : 


$  3^346,099  45 

9,612,455  96 

24,034,110  35 


S@°- LOSSES  PAID,  OVER  $  1 85,000,000.00  "^« 


Head  Office  United  States,  100  William  St.,  New  York, 

ROBERT  DICKSON,  General  Manager. 


Pacific  Coast  Department,  501    Montgomery  St.,  San  Francisco, 

FRANK  W.  DICKSON  1  ,         .... 

>  Associate  Managers 
EDWARD  HALL  j 


'^ '=3 '^ '^^ '=3  ^=3 


COAST  KEJlEir  APrEKTIS/XG  DEPARTMENT 


^f^^^^^ 
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1792  1900 

INSURANCE  CO  OF  NORTH  AMERICA 


^-'jir:-.       FOUNDED 


CASH  CAPITAL 

$3,000,000.00 


POLICYHOLDERS'    SURPLUS 

$4,696,780.55 


ASSETS  JANUARY  1    1900. 

$9,230,684.26 

NET  SURPLUS 

$1,696,780.55 


PHILADET^PHIA,  PA. 

OLDEST    STOCK    FIRE    INSURANCE    COMPANY    IN     THE     UNITED     STATES. 


Losses  Paid  Since  Org-anization,  $100,277,157,00 


rda/to. 


Po.-ifi,-     nMnnr+mf^nf-      California,    Oregon,     Washington,    Montana,     Nevada.     Td 
raclIlL     UeparLIllflU.  Arizona,   Utah,  Alaska,  British  Columbia  and  Haioaii. 

412  California  St.,  San  Francisco 
JAMES     D.     BAILEY3    General  Agent. 


J.  K.  HAMILTON,  1  Office  412  California  St.,  San  Francisco 

C.  0.  SCOTT,  ,-  Special  Agents. 

A.  E.  BAILEY,        ) 


Since  1875  the  railway  mileage  in 
Europe  has  nearly  doubled.  That  year  it 
amounted  to  83,680;  at  the  close  of  1899  it 
had  reached  167,  439  miles,  an  increase  of 
83,759.  The  greatest  number  of  miles 
constructed  in  any  one  country  during  that 
period  was  by  Russia,  which  has  15,142 
miles  to  its  ci"edit,  Germany  comes  next 
with  14,666  miles.  France  built  12,998 
miles;  Austro- Hungary,  11.721;  Italy, 
5,181;  England,  5,089;  Spain,  4,618;  Swe- 
den, 4,123,  and  Switzerland,  1,285  miles. 
Greece  had  only  7  miles  of  railroad  in 
1875,  now  it  has  591. 

Now  it  is  Boston  that  is  in  the  thi-oes. 
The  contract  system  for  furnishing 
supplies  to  the  city  was  abolished  by 
Mayor  Quincy,  who  then  inaugurated  the 
method  of  doing  city  work  direct  by  city 
employes  without  the  intervention  of 
middlemen  or  the  resti'iction  of  compet- 
itive bidding.  His  plan  included  work  on 
streets  and  sewers  and  the  establishment 
of  plants  in  which  artisans  and  mechanics 
were  employed  by  the  day.  The  result 
was  an  increased  cost  in  all   departments 


of  municipal  government.  One  job  of 
electrical  equipment  that  might  have 
been  let  by  contract  foi-  $6,800  actually 
cost  $10,000.  A  municipal  ice  plant  sup- 
plied artificial  ice  at  a  cost  of  $60  per  ton, 
or  about  three  times  what  ice  would  cost 
if  furnished  by  a  private  company.  But 
the  money  flowed  easily  into  the  treasury 
as  the  money  for  about  one-half  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  city  was  borrowed;  now, 
however,  the  debt  limit  has  been  reached 
and  an  increase  in  the  rate  of  taxation 
has  become  necessary.  The  tax-payers 
now  demand  that  the  city's  municipal 
affai's  be  conducted  on  a  business  basis. 

Says  Mr.  Dooley:  "I  can  see  in  me 
moind  th'  day  when  explosives  '11  be  so 
explosive,  an'  guns  '11  shoot  so  far,  that 
only  th'  folks  that  stay  home  '11  be  kilt, 
an'  life  insurance  agents  '11  be  advisin' 
people  to  go  into  th'  army." 

The  aggregate  value  of  the  leading  ex- 
ports sent  out  of  this  country  in  the  past 
ten  months,  breadstuffs,  cattle,  cotton, 
provisions  and  mineral  oil,  was$712, 109,472. 


^^'^^^'^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^S^&^S^^ 

ESTABLISHED     1809. 

North  British  &  Mercantile 

INSURANCE    COMPANY 

OF  .LONDON     AND     EDINBURGH. 

COMBINED    ASSETS,        ....        ^70,32^,67^   00 

Authorized    Capital $15,000,000  OO 

Net  Fire  Assets 19,169,812  OO 

Invested  in  America  for  benefit  of  United 

States  Policylnolders 4-, 380,505  OO 

Yearly    Income    (Fire  only)    over 7,500,000  OO 

Pacific   Department^    212    Pine   Street,  :  :  :  San'  Francisco 

TOM    C.    GRANT. 

General  Agent. 


Voss,  Conrad  &  Co., 

GENERAL   AGENTS, 

NEW  YORK,  CHICAGO,  SAN   FRANCISCO, 

43  Cedar  Street,  155  La  Salle  Street.  204-208  Sansome  Street, 


THURJNQIA  . 

Insurance  Company 

of  Germany. 

FRANKFORT        „^^,„^  ,^^,,^„,  ^„,  ,,^^^  ,,^^^ 

Insurance  Co. 

of  Germany. 

THURINGIA  AMERICAN  ^.     , 

Fire  Insurance  Co. 

of  New  York. 

FRANKFORT  AMERICAN  . 

Insurance  Co. 

of  New  York. 

Fire,  Marine,    Individual  Accident,  Plate  Glass,  Steam  Boiler,  Employer's 
Liability,  and  Elevator  Insurance. 

(22) 


Established  J  853.  THE  Capital,  $2,250,000.00 


<A 


THURINQIA 


> 


InsMrance   Compamiy 

Assets,  $II,^Oi^,l87.8l.  ^*  Erfurt,  Germany. 

Cash  and  Capital  Reserve,  ^1,8^2,21^0,1^7. 


Deposited  in  the  United  States  for  the  benefit  of  American 
Policyholders,  $250,000  in  U.  S.  Bonds. 


F.  Q.  VOSS,  United  States  Manager,  New  York. 

VOSS,    CONRAD    &    CO.,    Managers 

PACIFIC   DEPARTMENT 

204=208  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


V 


F>RANKI^ORT 


IVlarine,  Accident,  and   Plate  Glass   Insurance  Company 

Of  Pkaxkfokt  ox  the  Main,  Germany. 
Established  T865. 

CAPITAL3  -  -  $132503000.00 

ASSETS. 

Bonds,  Mortgages,  and  Real  Estate $1,138,034  43 

Cash  on  hand  and  in  banks, 195,218  19 

Premiums,  in  course  of  coilection, 320,0(18  87 

Guaranteed  Capital, 937.500  00 

LIABILITIES.  $2,590,821  49 

Reserve  for  Outstanding  Claims  and  Reinsurance, $507,741  49 

Capital  Paid  Up, 312,500  00 

Ail  other  Liabilities, 41S.8S8  43 

Cash  and  Capital  Surplus, , 1.351,691  57 

$2,590,821  49 

UNITED  STATES  BRANCH. 

Gross  Assets, $736,175.70 

Surplus,  including  deposits  in  Massachusetts  for  protection  of  American 

Policyholders,     245,206.84 

The  Whole  Resources  of  the  Company  are  Pledged  on  every  Policy  Contract* 

VOSS,  CONRAD  &  Co.,  flanagers, 

204=208  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 

(23) 
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COAST  REV/EIV  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT 


German  Alliance  Ins.  Ass'n 


Boston  Ins.  Co. 


ASSETS  REPRESENTED,    OVER    TWELVE   niLUO!\S. 


I 


GEORGE    H.   TYSON,   General    Agent, 

43 S   California  Street,  San  Francisco. 
Marine  Department,  :  :  :  R.  J-  TYSON,  Manager. 


"The  coolest  man  I  ever  saw,"  said  a 
New  York  fireman,  "I  met  at  a  fire  in 
a  dwelling'-house  on  Fifth  avenue.  Wg 
found  him  in  an  upstairs  front  room, 
dressing  to  go  out.  The  fire  by  this  time 
was  surging  up  through  the  house  at  a 
great  rate. 

"'Halloa,  there  I'  we  hollered  at  him 
when  we  looked  in  at  the  door,  '  the  house 
is  afire!  ' 

"'Would  it  disturb  you  if  I  should 
remain  while  you  are  putting  it  out?  '  he 
said,  lifting  the  comb  from  his  hair  and 
looking  around  at  us.  He  had  on  a  white 
evening  waistcoat,  and  his  dresscoat  lay 
across  a  chair.     Seeing  us  staring  at  him, 


he  dropped  his  comb  into  his  hair  again 
and  went  on  combing.  But,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  he  was  about  ready.  He  put  down 
the  comb,  put  on  his  coat  and  hat,  and 
picked  up  his  overcoat. 

"  'Now,  I'm  ready,  gentlemen,'  he  said. 

"We  started,  but  the  stairway  had  now 
been  closed  up  by  fire.  We  turned  to  the 
windows.  The  boys  had  got  a  ladder  up 
to  the  front  of  the  house. 

"  'Now  then, '  we  said  to  him,  when  we 
came  to  the  window. 

"  'After  you,  gentlemen,'  he  said  stand- 
ing back.  And  I'm  blessed  if  we  did'nt 
have  to  go  down  the  ladder  first.  " 
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COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


FIRE 


MARINE, 


Commercial  Union 

Assurance  Company,  Ltd. 

Of  LONDON,  England 


Pacific  Coast   Branch,   Alliance   Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San   Francisco. 


Subscribed  Capital 

Paid-op  Capital, 

Total  Cash  Assets,  Gold, 


$12,500,000 

1,250,000 

25,859,506 


Total  Liabilities,  incl.  rc-insur,  $18,359,883 
Cash  Surplus  to  Policyholders,  -  7,499,622 
Total  Amount  of  Claims  Paid,       101,617,850 


Assets  in  the  United  States  lield  by  Trustees,        -     $3,805,382.00 

All  Losses  on  the  Pacific   Coast  Promptly  Paia  througti  tiie  Brancti  Office  at 
Alliance  Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

C.  F.  MULLINS,  Manager. 

E.  T.  NIBBLING,  Assistant  Manager, 


Alliance 


Assurance 
Company 


OF     LONDON,     ENGLAND 

• Established  1834. 

Pacific  Coast  Branch,  Alliance  Building:,  416-418  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


Statement  of  1st  January,  1900. 


;:  United  States  Investments. 

I  Real  Estate  in  San  Francisco   and 

Subscribed  Capital $25,000,000.00  \      Portland $173,171.00 

U.  S.  Bonds  in  Oregon  and  N.  Y.     285,000.00 


Cash  Capital  Paid  up 2,750,000.00 

Invested  and  Cash  Assets  ....  25,172,537.50 
Surplus  to  Policyholders 5,504,074.20  } 


N.  Y.  City  Bonds 322,500.00 

,       .  ^    ,    A  or  «^-,  .o^  ^o  I  Deposited  in  Banks 44,928.00 

Invested  and  Cash  Assets  .    .    .    .  25,172,537.50  |  MjsccUaneous  Assets 38,313.00 

Total $863,912.00 


AH  Losses  on  the  Pacific   Coast  Promptly  Paid  through  the  Branch  Office  at 
Alliance  Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

C.  F.  MULLIN5,  Manager. 

E.  T.  NIEBLINQ,  Assistant  Manager. 

cao) 


:SiSiS:§^iS  COAST  REVIE]V  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMF.XT  ^^^S^S^StS: 


STATEMENT  SHOWING    THE   STANDING    OF    THE 


MANCHESTER 

Assurance   Company,  Of  Manchester. 

(  Organized  1824  ) 

Capital $10,000,000  00   [   Cash  Assets $4,837,345  00 

Capital,  paid  up 1,000,000  00   I   Surplus  to  Policyholders  ....    2,464,080  00 


STATEMENT  SHOWING    THE   STANDING    OF    THE 

CALEDONIAN 

Insurance  Company,  Of  Edinburgh. 

The  Oldest  Scottish  Fire  Office. 

(Organized  1805  ) 

Capital $5,000,000  00   I   Assets,  over $10,000,000  00 

Capital,  paid  up  , 537,500  00   I  Surplus  to  Policyholders  ....      1,879,510  00 


STATEMENT   SHOWING    THE    STANDING    OF    THE 


AMERICAN 

Insurance  Company,  Of  Newark,  JNT.  J. 


Capital,  Paid  up $600,000  00  |  Cash  Assets $3,009,951  52 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $2,416,872  46 


STATEMENT   SHOWING    THE    STANDING    OF    THE 


AMERICAN  FIRE 

Insurance  Company,   Of  New  York. 

Capital $400,000  00   I   Cash  Assets $1,245,758  fl 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $?68,r28  39 


Pacific  Department,  323  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

EDWARDS  &  CONROY,  Managers. 

GEO.   W.   BROOKS,  Ass't  Manager. 
BALFOUR,  GUTHRIE  i  CO.,  PACIFIC  COAST  DIRECTORS. 


SF-EOIALv    AGENTS: 
R.  DeLAPPE,  S.  F.;   GEO.  A.  CRUX,  Portland;  CHAS.  R.  GILBERT,  Los  Angeles;  J.  0.  PARRISH,  Denver. 


COAST  REVIE]V  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^&^^ 


AACHEN  &  MUNICH 


Fire  Insurance  Connpany 


Of  Aix  La  Chapelle,  Germany 

Establislied  1S25 

CAPITAL $2,250,000.00 

TOTAL  AS5ET5  ...     7,223,243.00 

SURPLUS  TO   POLICYHOLDERS 3,865,895.00 

Pacific  Coast  Department 

423  California  Street,  -  -  San  Francisco 

CESAR  BERTHEAU,  Manager 


HANOVER  s  J^  s 


i 


fire  Insurance  Company 


OR    NEW    YORK 


ORGANIZED    1852- 


«• 


CASH  CAPITAL, 

Assets, 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,  over 


$1,000,000.00 

$3,076,292.00 
1,700,000,00 


«• 


CESAR  BERTHEAU,  Manager 


423  California  Street,  San  Francisco 


j^^^^^i^  COAST  REVIEW  AD\-ERTISING  DErARTMENT  ^^&^g;^ 

The  Security  Trust  and  Life 

INSURANCE    CO. 

Principal  office,  St.  James  BId'g,  New  York. 

ROB'T  E.   PATTISON,   President. 


CONDENSED  STATEMENT  DEC.  31st,   1899. 

ASSETS $     1,255,269.03 

UABIUTIES 678.776.50 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS 576,492.53 

INvSURANCE  IN  FORCE 12,628,318  00 

DECREASE  IN  LOSS  RATIO 12  per  cent 

DECREASE  IN  EXPENSE  RATIO 8  per  cent 

ROB'T  O.  STEWART,  Mg'r  of  Agencie 

The  Fidelity  and  Casualty  Company 

OF     KKW     YOKIv 

ASSETS,  December  31,  1899 $3,001,l^(i  49 

Siirjtlus  to   rolicyliolders I,000,ii83  HI 

Tt-ir>i-ifrtri  r^a  •      FIDELITY.— Bonds  of  suretyship  for  persons  in  positions  of  trust. 
iIlSU.r<lllLC»      CASUALTY.— Accident,    Plato    Glass,    Steam   Boiler,    Employers'    and    Elevator 

Liability,   and  Buiglary. 

officers: 

George  F.  Seward,  President;  Robert  J.  Hili^as,  Treas.  and  Sec'y;  Henry  Crosst^ey,  Asst.  Sec'y 


PACIFIC  COAST  DEPARTMENT 

.  C.  FARDEE,  Manager  and  Attorney      san  ^ranoisoo,  oaufomia 


The  federal  government   of   Australia  state.     Banking    and  insurance,    coinage 
will  have  lai'ge  powers.     In  its  hands  will  and  currency,  weights  and  measures,  laws 
be   vested    exclusive   control    of   customs  relating  to  bills  of  exchange  and    prom- 
taxation,  together  with  power  to  impose  issory  notes,   bankruptcy,    patents,   copy- 
all  such  other  taxes  as  m.ay    be    required  rights,    and    companies,    are    also    vesled 
for  the  public  service,  with  the  sole  lim-  solely  in   the  commonwealth. — American 
itation  that  they  shall  be  so   imposed   as  Monthly  Review  of  Reviews, 
in  no  case  to  discriminate  between  states, 
or  parts  of  states;  the  sole  control  of  all 
matters  of  defense;    the  management  and 

control  of  the  postal,  telegraph,  and  tele-  The  Chicago  Tribune's  census  figures 
phone  services  of  the  countr}';  questions  show  that  Indianapolis  and  Chicago  are 
of  immigration,  naturalization,  and  inter-  the  two  cities  east  of  the  Mississippi 
state  trade  and  commerce;  the  main-  which  have -grown  the  fastest  during  the 
tenance  of  lighthouses,  beacons  and  buoys;  past  decade.  The  most  noticeable  in- 
all  extei-nal  affairs,  including  the  influx  crease,  however,  has  been  on  the  Pacific 
and  extradition  of  criminals,  and  all  ques-  Coast,  that  of  Los  Angeles  being  reported 
tions  of  conciliation  and  d;rbitration  ex-  at  139  per  cent.,  Seattle  at  110  per  cent, 
tending  beyond  the  limits  of   any  single  and  Portland  at  106  per  cent. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


SPECIAL  AGENTS 

AND 

ADJUSTERS  .  .  .  . 


Daily  Expense  Account  Book 

h^-      Monthly  Record  for  the  vest  pocket 

10  Cents  per  Copy,  3  Copies,  25  Cents. 


FUBLvISHED     BY     THE     COAST     REVIEW. 


^    ORGANIZED    1847.    ^ 

'he  Peine  Mnatiuial  Life  Imsiuirance  Coo 

Of  Plilladelpbia. 

Assets,  January  1,  1900,         :         :        $37,7^7,980.2^ 

Surplus,        "  "     (  3>^  and  4  per  ct.  basis )         4,996,620.22 

r  Writes  the  Most  Liberal  Policy  extant. 

HART  ^  W005TER,  aemierall  Agents, 

608-609-620-611-803  Clatis  SprecJco7s  Bldg,  San  Francisco 


Department  of  the  Pacific  States  and  Territories  of  the 

SCOTTISH   UNION  &  NATIONAL 


Insurance  Company  of  Great  Britain 


This  is  one  of  the  Oldest  and  Wealthiest 
Companies  in  Existence. 


Capital: 
$30,000,000 

Assets  in  the  United  States: 

$4,200,127. 

Surplus  in  the  United  States: 
$L98U40. 

R.   C.   MEDCRAFT, 

Genera!  Agent. 

319  California  Street, 

San  Francisco 

Special  Agents 
T.  J.  A.  TEEDEM  ANN,  Portland 
FRED  R.  STOVER,  San  Francisco 
HARRY  L.  LUKE,  Salt  Lake  &  Denver 
JOHN  E.  COSGROVE,  San  Francisco 


Organized 


..^\WSin... 


18SS41 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


New  England  Mutual*^ 


LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


Post  Office  Square 

BOSODON,    MASS. 

BENJ.  F.  STEVENS President.    S.  F.  TRULL Secretary. 

ALFRED  D.  FOSTER Vice-President.    WM.  B.  TURNER Asst.  Secretary. 

D.  F.  APPEL,  Superintendent  of  Agencies. 

ASSETS,  January  1,  1900 .  $29,844,428.63 

LIABILITIES 26,838,656.66 

SURPLUS $2,70S,77L97 


The  Contract  is  short,  clear  and  concise,  free  from  all  technical  conditions,  and  without  restrictions 
regarding  residence,  travel,  occupation,  or  suicide,  after  two  years. 

Guaranteed  Values  are  endorsed  on  the  Policy,  and  their  payment  to  the  Insured  is  guaranteed  by 
the  laws  of  Massachusetts. 

Annual  Distribution  of  Surplus  is  declared  by  the  Company,  which  may,  at  the  option  of  the  Insured, 
be  applied  either  to  the  payment  of  the  annual  premiums,  thereby  rcd-ucing  the  cost  of  insurance,  or  to  the 
purchase  of  participating  paid-up  additions,  for  which  certificates  will  be  issued,  thereby  mcrfasi?)^  the 
amount  of  insurance  and  future  shares  of  surplus. 

Death  Claims  are  Paid  Immediately  upon  receipt  of  satisfactory  Proof  of  Death,  and  the  amount 
payable  under  the  Policy  will  be  increased  by  the  face  value  of  all  outstanding  additions. 

Pamphlets,  and  rates  for  any  age,  sent  on  application  to  the  Company's  Office,  or  to 

HENRY  K.  FIELD,  General  Agent, 

MILLS  BUILDING,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  GAL. 


A^^^s     FI^E !  MARINE 

NEW  ZEALAND 

lesMraoce   Company 

Of  Auckland,  N.  Z. 

UNLIMITED  LIABILITY  OF  SHAREHOLDERS, 

Subscribed  Capital^  $5,000,000  00 

Paid-up  Capital, J,000.000  00 

Assets, 2,507,002  00 

Assets  in  United  States, 300,000  00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,      .        .        .        .    $1,527,825  00 

®^°  Has  been  underwriting  on  the  Pacific  Coast  over  24 years. 

United  States  Branch  Office  in  Company's  Building, 

312  California  Street,       :      San  Francisco, 

W.  P.  THOMAS,  Manager. 

(  ~'7  ) 


COAST  KEr/Ejr  ADl'ERTISIXG  DEPARTMENT 


A    LEADING    AMERICAN    COMPANY 


1900 


I      I 


J  AS.  NICHOLS,  President 

B.  R.  STILLMAN,  V.-P.  and  Sec. 


NATIONAL  ^ 


Fire  Insurance  Company 

Of  HJS^RTKOIID 


Capital,       -       -       One  Million  Dollars 

ASSETS,     -      -     $4,551,283.55 


GomDarative  Progress   ,3,, ---      -—      s^e^ 

Twentu  Years ^^^^^ 1,000,000      1,770,303        546,524 

1894 1,000,000  3,597,531  2,430.925 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT : 

409  California  Street,  San  Francisco 


GEO.  D.  DORNIN, 

Manager 


GEO.  W.  DORNIN, 


Ass't  Manager 


SPRINGFIELD^ 


FIRE  and 
MARINE 


Insurance  Company 


Organized  1849 


Of  Springfield,  Mass. 


ASSETS, 


4,906,939.06 


PaciBc  Department,   409  California  Street 


Geo.  D.  Dornin,  Geo.  W.  Dornin, 

Manager  Ass't  Manager 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


LA/N CASH  IRE 


l^k^J)^..^^ 


Insurance  Company 

OF   MANCHESTER,  England 


GRPITRL,  -  ai5,000,CKX).00 

Assets  Invested  in  the  United  States:  $2,390,390.00 


MANN  &  WILSON 


Managers  Pacific  Department 

N.  E.  Cor.  California  and  Sansome  Sts.,  San  Francisco 


C^  S=' 0=^  Cs*  Ci' 


PHENIX 


-^ 


Insurance  Company, 

of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


^^         CASH  CAPiTAU    Sl,0003000 

ASSETS,  $5,822,876.17        LOSSES  PAID,  over     $60,000,000.00 

EUGENE  HARBECK,  General  Agent  Western  Department, 
205  La  Salle  Street,  Chicago,  III. 

H.    McD.    SPENCER,     state  agent     for  California,  Oregon 
Office  415  l^ontgomery  St.,  San  Francisco.  Washington,  and  British  Columbia. 

GEORGE  J.  WELLINGTON,  Manager  Metropolitan  District. 


The  lowest  rate  of  interest  borne 'by  the 
bonds  of  any  foreign  nation  is  2^  per 
cent,  on  British  consols.  This  is  to  run 
until  1903,  and  then  to  be  2}i  per  cent. 
On  only  a  part  of  the  debt  of  Germany, 
France  and  Russia  is  the  rate  as  low  as 
3  per  cent.  Denmark  borrows  at  the 
same  rate.  Austria  pays  no  less  than 
i  per  cent.,  and  Italy  no  less  than  5. 


Our  exports  of  manufactured  articles 
for  the  ten  months  ending  with  April 
were  $348,000,000,  indicating  for  the  year 
over  $450,000  000,  and  that  is  more  than 
our  total  exports  as  late  as  1870.  The 
product  of  our  manufactures  this  year 
will  hardly  be  less  than  three  times  the 
total  assets  of  all  the  national  banks, 
$15,000,000,000. 


'=3 '^  ^  ^=3  ^=3 '^ 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


ATLAS 


Assurance  Company 


London,  England. 


Assets,  over 


$10,000,000.00 


PACIFIC     COAST     BRANCH: 

Nos.   309-311   Sansome   Street  San  Francisco. 

FRANK  J.  DEVLIN,  Manager 
T.  H.  PALACHE,  Ass't  Manager 


BOARD     OF     DIRECTORS: 

GILBERT    PALACHE, 

HENRY   F.   ALLEN, 

GEORGE   A.   NEWHALL. 


HENRY  F.  ALLEN,  Agent,  202  California  Street,  S.  F. 


WM   MANNING, 


SJ»ECrAi:  AGENTS  AJS^D  ADiTUSTBRSi 

E.  R.  THOMPSON,         W.  W.  ALVERSON,  W.  W.  CLEVELAND,         C.  E   SCHLINGHETDE 


The  gold  output  of  the  Klondike  for 
the  present  season  is  estimated  at  $18,- 
553,270.  This  great  treasure  was  taken 
from  560  claims  by  5,280  men.  The  num- 
ber of  pans  of  auriferous  gravel  is  given 
at  155,080,180,  with  an  average  value  of 
10  cents  a  pan. 

The  average  bank  rate  for  money  in 
the  European  centers  in  the  year  ending 
with  June,  1899,  was  2.6  per  cent,  in 
Amsterdam,  2.7  in  Paris^  3.17  in  London, 
4.59  in  Hamburg  and  Berlin.  From  July 
1,  1899,  to  March  2,  1900,  the  average  in 
Paris  was  3.24,  in  London  4.40,  in  Berlin 
and  Hamburg  5.57.  In  the  year  ending 
with   June,    1899,    the    average    for    call 


money  in  New  York  was  2.36  to  3,65,  and 
for  prime  paper  3.34  to  4.20.  For  the 
months  of  July  last  to  March  2  the 
average  in  New  York  was,  for  call  money 
3.52  to  6.1,  and  for  prime  paper  4.75 
to  5.87. 

Offerings  of  government  bonds  for 
conversion  aggregate  $292,400,150,  of 
which  amount  all  but  $67,937,200  came 
from  the  national  banks. 

The  measure  of  damages  for  breach  of 
contract  of  sale  is  the  difference  between 
the  contract  pi'ice  and  the  market  price 
at  the  time  of  breach,  and  the  market 
price  at  the  date  of  contract  is  immater- 
ial.— Scribner  v.  Schenkel  (Cal. )  860. 


COAST  KEVIEW  ADI'KRTISING  DEPARTMENT 


Morwich  CInion 


Organized 

ir9r 


FIRE   INSURANCE   SOCIETY 


OF>    JSrOKWICH,     ENGLAND 

ASSETS $6,562,578.00 

LOSSES   PAID 58,000,000.00 


Pacific   Department 


W.    H.    LOWDEN  Manager, 


314  CALIFORNIA  STREET 


J.  L.  FULLER,  Assistant  Manager 

San  Francisco,  Cal. 


t^         *^  f^  J^^         e^         e,?^         «^ 


SUCH  A  COMPANY  IS 
THE 


LIFE  INSURANCE  Fidelity  Mutual 


.3«    con  PAN  Y    ^ 

That  will  protect  and  advance  agrents 
That  will  promote  in  the  order  of  merit 
That  issues  mutual,  profit-sharing-  policies 
That  issues  all  modern  forms  of  policies 
That  guarantees  values  and  leaves  none  in  doubt 
That  combines  income  to  insured  with  protection 
That  has  a  successful  record  of  twenty-one  years 
That  has  a  ratio  of  admitted  Assets  to  Liabilities 
of  1,30 


T    T  TTTT     INSURANCE 
J-^1  JL     LL        COMPANY 

L.  G.  FOUSE,  President. 

Write  for  Agency  Terms  and  Territory  to 

ALEX.  Mcknight,  vice  President 

P.  0.  Drawer  1636,  Philadelphia 


Apply  for  Agency  to 

GEO.  A.  RATHBUN.  General  Manager 
Rooms  1,  2  and  3,  Fifth  Floor 
Mills  Building,  San  Francisco 


Official  statistics  clearly  show  that 
the  United  Kingdom  is  rapidly  losing  its 
former  pre-eminence  as  a  coal-producing 
power,  and  that  while  its  production  is 
increasing  rapidly  its  absolute  increase  is 
less  than  that  of  the  United  States,  and 
its  relative  increase  considerably  less  than 
that  of  either  the  United  States  or  Ger- 
many. In  1868  the  production  of  these 
three  countries,  the  United  Kingdom, 
the  United  States  and  Germany,  in  the 
order  named,  was  115.5  million,  31.6  mill- 


ion and  36.2  million  net  tons;  in  1899  their 
output  was  226. -1  million,  200.2  million  and 
132.7  milliou  net  tons  respectively.  The 
absolute  increase  in  the  British  produc- 
tion was  110.9  million,  as  compared  with 
96.5  million  for  Germany  and  168.6  million 
net  tons  for  the  United  States.  The  pro- 
portional increase  during  three  decades 
(1868-1897)  was  96.4  per  cent,  for  the 
United  Kingdom,  as  compared  with  266.1 
per  cent,  for  Germany  and  532.3  per  cent, 
for  the  United  States. 


iS^^^^i^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^SJ^&^ 

HOME 

Insurance  Connpany  of  New  York 

PRINCIPAL   OFFICE 

n9   BROADWAY,  N.  Y. 

Ninety-third  Semi-Annual  Statement 
January,  1900. 

Cash  Capital ^^,000,000  00 

Reserve  Premium  Fund 4,381,073  00 

Reserve  for  Unpaid  Losses  and  Other  Claims 79^,386  ^4 

Net  Surplus 4,631,936  41 

^12,808,39?  9^ 

Surplus  as  regards  Policyholders $7,631,936  41 

DANIEL  A.  HEALD,  President. 

JOHN  H.  WASHBURN,  I  ^.^  p^.,^„.       THOMAS  B.  GREENE      J^ 
ELBRIDGE  G.  SNOW,     \  Vice-Presidents.    arEUNAH  M.  BURTIS,  \  Secretaries. 

HENRY  J.  FERRIS,    )    ,         Secretaries  \  WILLIAM  H.  CHENEY, 
E.  H.  A.  CORREA,       \  ^^^^-  secretaries,  -j  j^reDERIC  C.  BUSWELL. 

H.  L.  ROFF,  General  Agent,         .         .         .        California  and  Nevada, 

A.  G.  RIDLING  and  J.  J.  SHEAHAN,  Special  Agents, 
2IO  Sansome;  Street,        -        San  Francisco. 
J.  D.  COIvEMAN,  General  Agent,     .     Department  Pacific  Northwest. 
JNO.  H.  BURGARD,  Special  Agent, 

250  Stark  Street,         .  .  Portland,  Oregon. 

A.  F.  GARTNER,  Special  Agent  (Eewiston  Block),  Butte,  Montana 

G.  C.  HOEEOWAY,  Special  Agent,       .       .       Eos  Angeles,  California. 
JUNIUS  YOUNG,  Special  Agent,  .       .         Salt  Eake  City,  Utah. 

HUGH  CRAIG,  Metropolitan  Manager,  )  210  Sansome  Street, 
GEO.  M.  MITCHEEE,  City  Agent.         J  San  Francisco. 

Losses  Paid  since   Organization  over  $72^000^000 

FIRE,  LIGHTNING  and  TORNADO  INSURANCE. 
Agencies  in  all  Principal  Cities  and  Towns  in  the  United  States. 


THE  HOME  has  a  well  org'anized,  competent  and  experienced  force  of  General 
and  Special  Agents  resident  in  the  Pacific  Coast  States,  ensuring-  prompt  response  to 
the  needs  and  requirements  of  its  Agents  and  the  insuring  public,  and  immediate 
attention  to  the  adjustment  and  payment  of  losses. 


jSj^j^iSj^fB  COAST  REVIEW  ADI-ERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 


UNION 


"^ 


Casiualty  and 

^~       .     — ^ Of  St.  Louis. 

burety  Compaoy 


^    Cash  Capital,  $250,000,     Losses  paid,  oVer  $2,500,000   ^ 

j^GGidei^t  J^ealtl;,  apd  plate  (Jlass 

Insurance. 

most  Ciberal  Jfcciaent  Policies, 

Bealtb  Policies  Covering  19  Diseases. 

||^°  Lowest  Bates  on   PLATE  GLASS  Insurance. 

We  TTant  GOOD  AGENTS  Throughout  the  Pacific  Coast. 

W.  LOftlZft  &  GO.,  General  Agents,  216  Sansome  St.,  San  Francisco. 


8@"  ESTABLISHED    IN    1845. 


PRUSSIAN  NATIONAL 

INSUBANCE  COMPANY  (of  Germany) 

CAPITAL,        .        .        $2,250,000.00  Jt  ASSETS,        .        .        $3,480,433.00 

United  States  Branch  Sia  Dearborn  St.,  Chicago. 

THEO.  W.  LETTON,  Gen'l  Manager  HENRY  J.  HOUGE.  Ass't  Manager 

W.  LOAIZA  &  CO.^    State  Agents,     216  Sansome  St. 

JOHN   A.   PRINSEN,   Special  Agent. 


NIAGARA  FIRE  INSURANCE  CO. 

OF   NEW  YORK. 


HAROLD  HERRICK,  President  GEO.  C.  HOWE,  Vice-President, 

GEO.   W.  DEWEY,  Secretary  H.  F.  G.  WEY,  Ass't  Secretary 


WESTERN    DEPARTMENT,    315    DEARBORN    ST.,    CHICAGO. 

I.  S.  BLACKWELUEE,  Manager  W.  L._  STEELE,  Ass't  Manager 

WALTER  H.  RAYMOND,  General  A§:t.  for  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho,  Portland,  Or. 


WALTER  J.  WILSON,  Gen'l  Agent  for  California,  Arizona,  Nevada,  Hawaiianlslands. 

21Q    Sansome    Street,  .  .  San   Francisco. 


W.  LOAIZA  &.  CO.,   State  Agents,  216  Sansome  Street,  S.  F, 


>^^fSi:^:§iS  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^&^^^ 

THE  MERCHANTS' 

(  PIPE  )  INSURANCE   COMPANY,  or   Newark,  N.  J. 

Organized  1858. 

Capital :  .  .  .$  .400,000  00 

Assets ■  .  I ,^g8,4i ^  00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders 6'j4,ggo  00 


GIRARD 


(  FIRE  )  FIRE    AND   MARINE    INSURANCE    CO.   OF  Phila. 

Organized  1853.  j 

Capital ^    ^00,000  00 

Assets 2,opy,8^9  oo 

Surplus  to  Policyholders pp2,i ^j  oo 

UNITED  STATES 

^  ^'^^  '  FIRE  INSURANCE   CO.    OF   New  York. 

Organized  1824. 

Capital ^  2^0, 000  00 

Assets    696,696  00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders 410,080  00 

Marine  Insurance  Co.Ld 

OF    LONDON,  Eng. 
(  MARINE  ) 

Organized  1836. 

Capital  ( ^^,000,000.00  )  Paid-up ^      900,000  00 

Assets 6,p4,86^  or 

Surplus  to  Policyholders ^,11  ^,^61  62 

PACIFIC    DEPARTMENT: 

N.   E.  Cor.  California  and  Sansome  Streets,    San   Francisco. 

G.  W.  McNEAR,  WILLARD  O.  WAYMAN, 

GENERAL  AGENT.  MANAGER. 

■TERRiToriY  Covered  : 

California,    Orboon,  Washington,    Alaska,    British    Columbia,    Idaho,    Utah,    Montana 

Arizona,   Hawaiian  Islands. 


COAST  KEl'IEli'  AnrEKTJSING  DEPARTMENT 


EDWARD    A.  TEMPLE,   President 


A.  C.  STILSON,  Secretary 


BernkGr^  Z^ifo  J±&&ocia.tion. 

DES    MOINEIS,    IOWA. 

Organized  July  1,  1S79 

TWENTY-FIRST   ANNUAL    STATEMENT 

For  the  year  1899.     Published  Jan.  2,  1900. 


Total  Assets $      3,831,141.31 

In  State  Insurance  Department .  .  .         2.695,667.42 

Insurance  In  Force     129,366,000.00 

Insurance  In  Force  In  California  .  .       4,342,000.00 
Tota  Paid  Beneficiaries  to  date  .  .  .        4,539,582.07 


Expense  of  Management  per  $1,000  Ins.,  1899  .   1.81 

Death  Rate  of  1899 6.62 

Death  Losses  Proven  and  Unpaid None 

Bonds  and  Mortgages  Due  and  Unpaid None 

Designated  Depository  Banks 4,007 


G.  F.  WIISKy  State  Agent, 


201  TURK   STREET. 


SAN  FRANCISCO. 


The  Only  Companies  having  a  California  Deposit  for  the  Special 
Protection  of  California  Policyholders 


FIRE 

MARINE 


WESTERN 

Assurance  Company 


OF  TORONTO, 
Incorporated  1853 


BRITISH  AMERICA 

Assurance   Company 


OF  TORONTO, 
Incorp.  1833 


Hon.  Geo.  A.  Cox,  Pres.     [    $100,000.00  Deposit 

J.  J.  Kenney,  Vice-Pres.  with  California  State 

'  Treasurer 

ASSETS  in  United  States $  1,854,554.94 

INCOME  in  United  States,  1899  .   .   .        1,702,388.97 
Surplus  in  United  States,  Jan.  1, 1900  .  683,087.97 

Losses  paid  in  U.S.  1874  to  1899  inclusive  18,683,418.51 


Hon.  Geo.  A.  Cox,  Pres. 
J.  J.  Kenney,  Vice-Pres. 


$100,000.00  Deposit 

with  California  State 
Treasurer 


ASSETS  in  United  States $1,215,253.29 

INCOME  in  United  States,  1899  .   .   .   .      1,148,276.62 
Surplus  in  United  States  Jan.  1,  1899  .         484,872.89 


WESTERN   DEPARTMENT,  Denver,  Colo. 

H.  T.  LAMEY,  Manager. 

DAVIS  &  WATSON.  General  Agents,  322  Pine  St.,  San  Francisco. 

R.  H.  MAGILL,   District  Manager,  1010   Broadway,  Oakland,  Cal. 


The  rail  shipments  of  lumber  from 
Washington  points  for  May  amounted  to 
2,044  carloads,  a  gain  of  62.6  per  cent, 
over  May,  1899,  and  the  cargo  shipments 
(not  including  two  large  mills  not  report- 
ing) to  40,047,985  feet,  a  gain  of  35.3  per 
cent.  The  total  cargo  shipments  for  the 
first  five  months  of  the  year,  less  the  busi- 
ness of  the  two  mills  mentioned,  were 
178,918,025  feet,  a  gain  of  21.5  per  cent, 
over  May,  1899.  The  rail  shipments  for 
the  same  period  were  9,031  cars,  a  growth 
of  83.1  per  cent. 


In  wheat  exports  of  the  past  ten  months 
Galveston,  Texas,  ranks  second  only  to 
New  York. 

The  wheat  exports  from  San  Francisco 
for  the  past  ten  months  have  increased 
six  million  bushels  as  compared  with  the 
preceding  ten  months'  business. 

The  flour  export  business  from  the 
port  of  New  York  is  on  the  wane.  Dur- 
ing the  past  eleven  months  a  decrease  in 
flour  exports  of  more  than  one  million 
barrels  has  occurred  at  that  port. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


SECURITY!    ^     LIBERAL  TERMS !     ^     PROFITABLE  RESULTS! 


GEO.  A.  MOORE,  President 
GEO.  IV.  SCOTT,  Vice-President 
M.  R.  HIGGINS,  2d  Vice-President 
S.  M.  MARKS,  Secretary 
T.  L.  MILLER,  Assistant  Secretary 


The  Only 

Pacific     Coast     Life    and    Ac- 
cident Company 


THE  PACIFIC  MUTUAL  LIFE 

INSURANCE  COMPANY 
LIFE  amid  ACCIDENT  and  HEALTH, 


PrOSrCSS  11  pvery  branch  characterizes  the  Company's  affairs  for  1899.      It  was   indeed 
&  the  banner  year  in  all  respects.      As  compared  with  previous  years  it  shows 

more  insurance  written ;  more  lives  insured :  a  greater  amount  added  to  the  volume  of  insurance  in  forced 
increase  in  surplus;  greater  gains  in  income,  and  in  assets — and  all  without  undue  pressure  in  any  direc- 
tion. This  growth  was  concurrent  with  the  broadening  of  its  field  of  operations  and  the  introduction  of 
new  and  improved  plans  of  Life  and  Accident  insurance.  The  Company's  past  record,  its  present  facili- 
ties, the  aim  of  its  management  for  an  active  yet  conservative  course,  and  the  popularity  of  the  Company 
give  promise  of  a  future  productive  of  best  results  for  policyholders. 


Best  and  Safest  Legal  Organization 
t^    ,^     for  Policyholders.    «^     <^ 


Has  Paid  Over 
$10,000,000.00  Claims. 


LIFE  POLICIES!  ENDOWMENT  BONDS! 

ACCIDENT  POLICIES! 


HEALTH  POLICIES! 
ANNUITIES! 


KILiGARIF  &  BEAVER,  General  Agents  of  Life  Department  for  California,  Company's  Building.  S.  F. 
F.  W.  VOOGT,  Pac.  Coast  General  Agent  of  Accident  Department,  Company's  Building,  San  Francisco. 

ALBERT  J,  CAPRON,  General  Agent.  Marquam  Building,  Portland,  Or. 

FRANK  N.  McCANDLESS,  General  Agent,  Ellensburg,  Wash. 


^^'^^'§'^,  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISIXG  DEPARTMENr  ^^S^^^^ 

Union  Assurance  Society 

OF  LONDON 

Established  A.  D.  1714 

Subscribed  Capital  .    .  $2,250,000.00  Gross  Assets $16,822,675.00 

Surplus  to   Policyholders $4,000,000.00 

Law  [Jnion  &  C^wn  Insurance  Co,- 

OF  LONDON 

Established  A.  D.  1S54 

Subscribed  Capital  .    .$7,500,000.00  Gross  Assets $21,751,010.0  0 

Surplus  to   Policyholders  .    .  $2  800,000.00 

CATTON,  BELL  &  CO.,  General  Agents, 

iOG-^lO    California    Street,  San  I^rancisco 


INSURANCE  IN  FORCE— $75,000,000.00  ASSETS— $23,700,000.00 

The 


GERMANIA 


LIFE  ImisMraece  Company 


Of  New  York 


Persons  desiring  INSURANCE  ON  THEIR  LIVES  will  best  serve  their  own  interests  by  calling  in 
person  on  the  managers  of  the  above  Reliable  Old  Compant,  or  by  addressing  them 

by  letter,  giving  age. 

fW  Good  Contract  and  Territory  for  Resident  Agents. 


Rooms  19,  20,  21,  22,  24 

4th  floor,  Mills  Bldg.,  San  Francisco 


W.  A.  JACOBS  &.  SON, 

MANAGERS. 


Five  years  ago  Mayor  Jones  of  Toledo,  plained  to  them  that  they  were  not  ready 

Ohio,   instituted   the   socialistic   brother-  for  socialism  or  public  ownership  if  they 

hood  plan  in   his  own  plant,    the    Acine  could  not  manage  so  small  a  thing  with- 

Tucker  Rod    Company.     Each  workman  out  quarreling.     Socialism  would  come  to 

pays  in  1  per  cent,  of  his  salary   and   the  them,  he  said,  just  as  soon  as  they   were 

firm  donates  a  sum  equal  to  the  aggregate  ready  for  it. 

collected   from   the   men.     This   forms   a  There  is    now    being    constructed   at 

fund  out  of  which  death  claims  and   sick  Sparrow   Point,  Md.,    what   will   be   the 

benefits  are  paid.     The  men  attend  to  the  largest  floating  drydock  in  the  world.     It 

distribution  without  any   direction   from  is  being  built  for  use  by  the  navy  depart- 

the    firm.     Of   late,    however,   there    has  ment,  and  when  completed  will  be  towed  to 

been    much    dissension.      It    is    charged  Algiers,  La.,  a  voyage  of  2,000   miles.     It 

that  men  get  drunk  and  draw   sick    ben-  ^jn    then    be   placed    in   position    at    the 

efits    while    sobering    up.     On    April    17,  naval    station   there   for    the    use    of    all 

Mayor     Jones     stopped     the    machinery  vessels  in  service  in    the   Carribean    and 

while  the  men's   time  went   on    and   ex-  Mexican  waters. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


^•^•^I^-^-^^ 


LONDON  ASSURANCE        * 


CORPORATION  Established  1720 

Invested  in  the  United  States,  $1,716,701.00 


NORTHERN  ASSURANCE 


COMPANY  Established  1836 

Invested  in  the  United  States,    -    $2,565,145.00 


Pacific    Coast    Department : 

GEORGE   F.   GRANT,  Manager 

221   SANSOME  STREET,  San  Francisco 


PACIFIC  SURETY  COMPANY 


OF 
CALIFORNIA. 


Paid-up  Capital, 


$250,000  00         Surplus  as  to  Policyholders,     $295,000  00 

Guarantee  and  Casualty  Surety  on  Bonds. 

Bonds  of  Suretyship  issued  on  behalf  of  persons  holding  positions  of  trust.        We   also   act   as   surety  on 

Bonds  required  in  Court  Proceedings. 

ig^  STEAM  BOILER  and  PLATE  GLASS  INSURANCE. 

DIRECTOKS:— Geo.  C.  Perkins,       James  Mofflt,       H.S.Crocker.       J.L.Moody,        Albert  Miller,       Wm.  Cllft, 

H.  L.  Davis,        J.  L.  N.  Shepard. 
WALLACE  EVERSON,  President  JOHN  BERMDTGHAM,  Vice-Pres.  A.  P.  REDDITTG,  Secretary 

Head  Office  326  Montgomery  St.,  SAN  FRANCISCO.  (^^Correspondence  solicited  with  responsible  agents. 


AMERICAN 

Insurance  Company^^^ 

OF  Boston,  Mass. 
Organized  1818. 

Capital $300,000.00 

Assets 636,743.53 

Surplus  to  Policyholders.  .     444,077.48 


MERCANTILE 

Fire  and  'Marine  Ins.  Co. 

OF  Boston,  Mass. 
Organized  1823. 

Capital $400,000.00 

Assets 649,398.82 

Surplus  to  Policyholders.  .     452,077.59 


BAGGS  &.  STOVEL,  General  Agents 

411  CaIvIFornia  Street,  San  Francisco 


The  importations  of  raw  materials  for 
use  in  manufacturing-  has  increased 
steadily  and  now  forms  more  than  one- 
third  of  our  total  imports,  and  the  large 
proportion  of  this  comes  from  the  tropics. 
Of  india-rubber  alone  the  imports  of  the 
ten  months  amount  to  more  than  $27,000, - 
000;  of  fibers,  to  $20,000,000;  of  unman- 
ufactured silk,  $40,000,000;  of  cotton, 
over   $7,000,000;     of    gums,      more    than 


$5,000,000  while  cabinet  woods,  dyewoods, 
indigo  and  ivory  also  aggregate  several 
millions. 

The  latest  official  summary  of  com- 
merce and  finance  shows  that  in  ten 
months  ending  with  April  our  imports  of 
tropical  products  have  been  over  $300,- 
000,000  in  value,  thus  averaging  fully 
$1,000,000  a  day. 


COAST  KEPVEIV  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


The  Washington  Life  Insurance  Company, 

OF    NEW    YORK. 

W.  A.  BREWER,  President,  E.  S.  FRENCH,  Vice-Pres. 

ASSETS,     .....  $15,500,000.00 
PAID  TO  POLICYHOLDERS,     .     .   32,000,000.00 


85,  86,  87  and  88, 
Chronicle  BIdg., 
San  Francisco. 


_\  tF"  To  energetic  business  producers  a  Ko.  1 

AGENTS    (Territory     Especially  liberal  teems.   Every 

lA/AKi-rcrk  I  I  facility  afforded  for  obtaining  business.    IN 

WAIM  I  tu  1  J  SURE  BIG  MONEY.      Splendid  opportunl- 

/  ties  for  flrst-class  insurance  men. 

Address  at  once: 

HOWARD  PERRIN,  General  Manager 

State  of  California, 


C.  L.  FAY,  General  Agent,  Washington  Bldg.,  PORTLAND,  Or. 


IFE, 


^       ^       %       4^ 

Endowment, 
and  Accident 
Insurance 
The  >ETNA  life  ins.  Cc, 

Of  Hartford,  Conn.,  grants  Policies  con- 
taining- every  desirable  feature.  Refer- 
ence, its  numerous  patrons.  Address  the 
Company  for  Insurance  or  an  Agency. 


Largest   Company  in    the    World 

Writing  Life  and  Accident  insurance 


H.  B.  Houghton,  Manager 

PACIFIC     COAST    AGENCY 
Safe  Deposit  Building,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


JOHN  H.  STEVENS,    Metropolitan  Agency 

Accident  Department. 


Insurance, 
A  Text  Book  . 


For  Sale  at  this  Office.    Price,  $3-50 

This  is  a  splendid  work  of  over  i.ooo  pages, 
handsomely  printed  and  bound.  Every  intelligent 
Insurance  Man  can  read  it  with  profit.  Fire,  Life 
and  Casualty  Insurance  discussed  by  over  forty  of 
tbe  ablest  men  in  the  business. 

Compiled  by  WM.  A.  FRICKE 
For  Sale  at  The  Coast  Revietv  Office 


THE    COAST   REVIEW   BUREAU. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  so  many  letters 
asking  for  information  about  companies, 
associations  and  societies  and  their  con- 
tracts, that  we  have  concluded  to  make  a 
department  or  bureau,  to  which  inquiries 
will  be  referred.  Correspondents  seek- 
ing information  as  to  the  condition  and 
reputation  of  any  insurance  company  or 
association  are  requested  to  address  the 
Coast  Review  "Bureau,"  and  inclose 
postage  for  a  reply. 


SURETY  ON   BONDS. 

AMERICAN  SURETY  COMPANY  of  new  york. 

«JSI\rRV  D.    LYMAN,    President. 

STATEMENT,  December  31,  1899. 

RESOURCES,  including  Capital,  $2,500,000.00  :  $5,207,98521 

LIABILITIES,  including  Reserve,  $  614,619.41  :  862,610  4-9 

Bonds  issued  for  Employes,  Administrators,  Guardians,  and  in  Judicial  Proceedings 
SAN  FRANCISCO  IfO^liJX).— SAMUEL  G,  MURPHY,  Resident  Vice-Pres.; 

L.evi  R.  Ellert,    James  B.  Stetson,      Adam  Grant,      Thos.  Brown,     Arthur 

Rodgers,     P.  N.  Lilienthal,      Henry  L,.  Dodge.    James  R.  Kelly,     Edward 

B.  Pond. 

1  office: 


JAMES   R.    GARNISS,  MANAGER,  I 

C    A.  Shurtleff,  Res.  Asst.  Secy.      >      219   SANSOME   STREET. 
Geo.  L.  Seybolt,  Inspector  ) 


SAN  FRANCISCO. 


^i^iSiS^^  COAST  REl'IEir  ADVERTISING  DErARTMEXT  ^^^^^^ 

Pacific    Coast   Department 

FRANKLIN   FIRE  insurance  company 

of  Philadelphia.- Incorporated    1827. 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $3,081,288.96 

WILLIAMSBURGH   CITY   FIRE   '"^""^"df^pany 

of  New  York. Incorporated   1853. 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $1,927,982.89 

"°Vied"    GLENS    FALLS    insurance  company 

of  New  York. Incorporated  1849. 

Surplus  to    Policyholders $3,261,061.06 

Undivided  profits 2,155,142.07 

EDWARD   E.  POTTER,   General   flanager 

322  Montgomery  St.,  San  Francisco 

INCOKPORATED  1852. 

Milvi^aukee  Mechanics' 

Milwaukee,  Wisconsin. 

CASH  ASSETS $2,568,997  00 

SURPLUS 1,682,719  00 

TOTAL  LOSSES  PAID 7,355,053  00 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT:  410  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

L.  L.   BROMWELL,  Manager. 

^Dms  ITtfu  Insurance  Contpanrr 

OF   NEW  YORK. 
GEO.  E.  IDE,       .       .       .       President. 

Assets 111,348,859  12    I  Net  Surplus %  1,203,278  42 

Dividend  Endowment  Fund  .         626,713  00   |  Insurance  in  Force 49,258,697  00 

Liberal  contracts  and  good  territory  will  be  given  to  reputable  agents  who  can  show 
a  good  record. 

W.  H.  DUNPHY  &  SON.  Managers, 

Offices,  in  The  Emporium,  Market  St.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
The  Capital,         .         $1,500,000.00 

Ueited  States        \  ^^^^ts,  .      .    3,500,000.00 

TT-o^     11°^  .    /r-  ^       >     Surplus,        .  1,750,000.00 

FfldeMty  and  Qiuiairaety  ^ 

J.    D.   MAXWELL  CO., 

GENERAL    AGENTS^ 

HOME   OFFICE:  < 

South-West   Corner  Caluert  &  German  Streets  PAUL  M.   IMIPPERT,  Manager 

BALTIMORE,  M.  D.  WM.   RIGBY.  attorney. 
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Capital  and  Accumulations, 


$2,482,426.00 


THAMES  I  MERSEY 

Marine    Insurance    Company,    Limited, 
Of  Liverpool,  London  and  Manchester. 


CAPITAL  SUBSCRIBED  ....    $10,000,000 

Capital  Paid  Up $1,000,000 

Reserve  Fund,  in  addition  to  capital  .   .     2,250,000 


WM.  GREER  HARRISON. 


Manager 
305  California  Street 


San  Francisco 


Sub-Agencies  at  all  the  principal  Pacific  Coast 
ports  and  at  Honolulu 


BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN 

Marine   Insurance    Company,  Limited. 
Of  Liverpool. 


Capital  Subscribed $6,700,000  Gold 

Capital  Paid  Up 1,340,000  Gold 

Reserve  Fund,  in  addition  to  Capital, 

$3,000,000 

BALFOUR,  GUTHRIE  S  CO. 

General  Agents 
316  California  Street,  San  Francisco, 


A.  H.  Small,  Manager. 


EMPLOYERS  LIABILITY 

(Limited)  Assurance  Corporation  °|^g°il^r 

Head  Office  for  U.  S..  71  KILBY  STREET, 
Boston,  Massachusetts. 

APPLETON  &  DANA.  Managers  and  Attorneys 
for  the  U.S. 

ACCIDENT  POLICIES  of  all  kinds  at  Very  Low  Rates 
Employers'  Liability  Policies,  indemnifying  Employers 
against  claims  for  Accidents  to  Employes.  Individual. 
Fidelity  Bonds  and  Accident  Policies.  Workmen's 
Benefit  Policies.  Vehicle  Insurance.  General  Liability 
Policies  on  Buildings.    Elevator  Insurance. 


CHAS.  J.  OKELL  &  CO.,  -   General  Agents 

407  CALIFORNIA  STREET,  San  Francisco. 


The  Mutual  Benefit 

LIFE  IINSaRANCE  CO., 

NEWARK.    N.   J. 


AMZI  I)  ODD,    ---------     President. 


ASSETS  (Market  Values)  .Ian.  1,1900  .  .  .§70,466,400  46 
LIABILITIES,  N.  .1.  and  N.  Y.  Standard  .  .  64,840,707  24 
SURPLUS 5,625,693  22 

THE  NEW  POLICY  CONTRACTS 

OF  THE 

MUTUAL    BENEF^IO:^ 

contain 

Special    and  Peculiar  Advantages 

Which  are  not  combined  In  the 
POLICIES  OF  ANY  OTHER  COMPANY. 


JAMES  MUWSELL,  Jr.,  Manager. 

503  California  St.,  cor.  Mongomtery,  S.  F. 


i^  ;=^  iS  i^  ^=^  iS 
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^l^l^l^-^-^l 


VO     V     jtv-A     Insurance    Co.,  Of  Gothenburg  .  ' 

A.MBHICA.N   F^IHjB   ins.  Co.,     ofPmadd^Ua 

A.GI^ICUJUT^UT^A.1^    ins.    Co.,    Watertown,  N.Y. 
^MB      DBI^A^WA^HE,    ins.    Co.,    O/ PhUaddpMa 


t^^  ^^  t^^ 


EDWARD  BROWN  &  SONS, 

Oeoeral  Agemts  Pacific  Coast  Department 

f^"        t^*       ^^ 

Total  Assets  Represented,  Over  Fourteen  and  a  Half  Millions. 


UN 


INSURANCE 
OFFICE 


OF     liOKDON 


189  Years  of  Active  Business 

Oldest  Purely  FIRE  INSURANCE 
Office  in  the  World ^ ^ 


Cash  Assets, 
Net  Surplus, 


$11,500,000 
6,400,000 


Pacific  Department  2J5  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


WINFIEI.D  s.  Davis,      J.  B,  F.  DAVIS  iSc  SONy  Gen'I  Agents, 

Burt  L.  DavIvS, 
Carl,  A.  Henry. 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT  Embraces:    California,  Nevada,  Utah,  Arizona,  Oregon, 
Washington,  Idaho,  Montana,  Hawaiian  Islands,  and  Alaska. 


'S^'§'§'=^'§  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 

THE  IMPERIAL  INSURANCE  COMPANY,  Lro  . 

OF    LONDON. 

Instituted   A.    D.   1803. 
CASH    ASSETS,  -  -  $9,362,920.00 

Forty-one  Years  in  Business  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 


THE  LION  FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY,  m 

OF     LONDON 
Established  A.  D.   1879 

CASH  ASSETS,  -  -  $1,108,095.00 


PACIFIC    BRANCHES:      205  and    207    Sansome   Street,  San   Francisco 

WM.  J.  LJ1NDER8. 

Resident  Manager. 

The  Connecticut  Mutual 

Life  Insurance  Company. 
I846-I900 


In  the  fifty-four  years  of  its  work  almost  98  per  cent,  of  the 
premiums  paid  by  policyholders  have  been  paid  over  to  their  benefici- 
aries or  returned  to  them.  What  has  been  so  returned  and  what  is 
held  for  the  protection  of  present  policyholders  as  net  or  ledger  assets 
aggregates  $263,502,899.67:  127.57  percent,  of  the  total  premiums 
received. 

These  results  have  been  accomplished  at  an  average  expense 
rate  of  only  8.9  per  cent. 

It  is  an  unmatched  record;  and  The  Connecticut  Mutual 
is  as  thoroughly  prepared  for  the  good  work  of  the  future  as  it  has  at 
at  any  time  been  for  that  of  its  unequaled  past. 

Jacob  L.  Grekne,  President.  Herbert  H.  White,  Sec'y. 

John  M.  Taylor,  Vice-Pres't  Daniel  H.  Wells,  Actuary. 


Pacific  Coast  Agencies 


Mills  Building,  San  Francisco. 


FI REMANS  FUND 

INSURANCE  COMPANY 

FIliE^  HOME  OFFICE:  :iM:A.ieilsrEJ 

GomDanu's  Building,  Sansome  and  Galitornia  Streets 
SAN  FRANCISCO 

Capital,  $1,000,000  00 

Surplus,  2,312,720  64 

Assets,  3,884,381  08 


Officers 

WILLIAM  J.  BUTTON, 

PRESIDENT. 

BERNARD  FAYMONVILLE,  .  J.  B.  LEVISON, 

VICE-PRESIDENT.  2D  V.-PRESIDENT  AND  MARINE  SEC'Y. 

LOUIS  WEINMANN,  F.  W.  LOUGEE, 

SECRETARY.  TREASURER. 

vSTEPHEN  D.  IVES, 

GENERAL  AGENT. 


Oearxtr^Ll    I3e>r>«Lr*1;i3n.erxt 

MARSHALL  &  McELHONE,  managers, 
153  and  155  La  Salle  Street,  Chicago,  111. 


CHAS.  W.  KELLOGG,  manager, 

A.  K.  Simpson,  ass't  manager, 

Mason  Building,  Boston,  Mass. 

EDGAR  S.  WILSON. 
Macon,  Georgia. 


iVtl^rxtio     IV££irine    I3ex3€trt»xae>j:xt; 

JOSEPH  HADLEY, 
72  Beaver  Street,  New  York. 


Founded  1871 
Volume  58,  No.  2 


ftUGUST,  1900 


$3.(i(^*^Per  Year 
.25  Per  Copy 


^HEl 


(^oast  F^eVieW 

(  INSURANCE) 

Offices,  508  nontgomery  St.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Telephone  No.  1530  Rooms  21,  21a, 


MRS.  d.  G.  EDWARDS. 

PROPRIETOR. 


E.    H.    BACON. 

EDITOR 
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Relative  Term  Business  for  Fourteen  Years 
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The  Great  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  the  World. 


Gross  Assets 
$56,356,332 


^*A  U.  W  EATOlSi,  XtsUeHt  Manager.  T^ 


Assets  in  U.S 
$9,703,581 


G.  W.  HOYT.  Defuty  Manager. 


'^ 


Mr  MGUIII),  MW  TORI,  OHIO,  HABTLAND,  PEjWSTlTAinA,  NBW  1SB8BI, 

nDIAHA,  DELAWABS,  DISTBItT  Of  COLCBBU,  TIBQKIA,  W.  VIReiiCU, 

R.  CIBOUHA,  TERllBSSn,  8.  CABOLDIA,  QNTCCIT,  ABEAH8A8, 

GENERAL  AGENTS. 

ALBANY  :  Jamk  Hendrioc.  ^ 

BOSTON :  Guild  &  Eastmah 

CH  ARLESTON :  C  T.  Lowhdbs  &  Co.  _ 

CINCINNATI  J  J.  M.  De  Camp. 

NEW  JERSEY i  D.  Smith  Wood, 
'     PHILADELPHIA:  Atwoou  Smith 

Richmond  :  Davenport  &  Co. 


ILLINOIS, 

MICHIGAN,  IOWA. 

WISCONSIN,   MINNESOTA, 

MISSOURI,   KANSAS.  NEBRASKA. 

COLORADO.    DAKOTA     MONTANA. 

U-TAH.   WYOMING.     AND    NEW     MEXICO. 


W.  S.  WAEEEN,  Resident  Secretary. 
V-,.                   GEO.  H.MOORE,    (.„,,,  _x- 

Vq  JOHN  V.  THOMAS,  J*"  *  *«'•*" ,C^ 


ESTABLISHED    1836 


ENTERED  U.  S.  1848 


The  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  United  States  Branch  on  the  3lst  of  Decemher,  1898,  in  accordance  witl 
the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York,  is  as  follows: 

ASSETS $9,703,581.65 

LIABILITIES 4,857,665.56 

SURPLUS $4,845,916.09 

As  an  illastration  of  the  Company's  practice  in  maintaining:  its  Assets  in  the  United  States  in  years  of  excesslvi 
loss,  the  following:  figures  may  interest  policyholders : 

Year.  Assets  Jan.  1.  Income.  Expenditure.  Excess  of  Expcndltare 

1871 $3,054,361  $3,163,901  $5,122,653  $1,958,752 

1872    3,640,450  3.733,101  4,448,999  751,898 

1873 4,163,290 

Thus  showing  Excess  of  Exiienditure  in  the  two  years  of .  $2,710,650 

And  lucreaae  of  Assets  in  the  same  time  of 1,110,939 

Progress  of   the   United    States    Branch  :— Net  Fii-e  Premiums:    1848,   $4,519;  1858,    $471,988; 

1868,  $1,739,630;  1878,  $2,422,126;  1888,  $3,928,010;  1898,  $4,979,422. 

LOSSES.— The  amount  paid  in  satisfaction  of  Fire  Losses  in  the  United  States  in  the  course  of  51  years  is  *  74,824.918. 

This  large  sum,  in  conjunction  with  the  growth  of  the  Company's  business,  evinces  the  confidence  of  the  pubhc  and  vu 

faithfulness  with  which  the  Company's  losses  are  adjusted  and  paid. 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT  ESTABLISHED  1852.  CHAS.    D.    HAVEN,    Resideiitt   Secretary 

Chief  Office,  4'4!i  California  Street,  San  Francisco.  C.  MASON  KINNE,  Assistant  Secretary. 

SPKCIAL    AGENTS  : 

ED.  G.  SPROWL,  R.  G.  BRUSH,  JOHN  W.  GUNN,  FRED.  L.  HAVEN,  THEO.  SUMMERL.AN1. 
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PHCENIX 

INSURANCE     COMPANY 


OF    HARTFORD 


Cash  Capital 
$2,000,000.00 


Assets  Jan'y  1, 1900 
$5,523,649.70 


HEt^BEf^T    FOLGEf^,    JVIanager 


DIXWELL  HEWITT,   Asst.   Manager 


3S^5     GALaIFORMIA     S^RRRO^, 


Qan    KranoisGO. 


(O 
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PHCENIX  ASSURANCE  COMPANY— PROVIDENCE-WASHINGTON  INSURANCE  CO 


Phoenix 

Assurance 

Company 


Of  London 
Established  1782 


Providence- 
Washington 
Ins.  Co. 


Of  Rhode  Island 
Incorporated  1799 


BUTLER  &  HALDAN,    General  Agents  for  Pacific  Coast 

B.  C.  Dick,  Agency  Superintendent 
41^  California  Street  :  San  Francisco 


HclVCtl3,     Swiss    Fire  Insurance  Company 


OF    ST.    GALL 


CAPITAL,         ....        $  2,000,000.00 
Losses  Paid  since  organization,     1 1,635,487.00 

oWlSS     iVl3.rinC     insurance  Companies  Combined 

CAPITAL,       .       .       .      $. 


SYZ  <S  CO.,    General   Agents 

301  California  Street,  :  :  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


^i^iSiS^iS  COAST  REVJEli^  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^&-^^& 


THE  PENNSYLVANIA 

FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY  of  Philadelphia. 

Incorporated  1835 


ASSETS, 

January  Jst,  J  900: 

$5,175,306.00 


^^^^iya^.j 


NET  SURPLUS, 

January  tst,  J900: 

$2,181,845.00 


Oiie  of  the  OLDEST  and  STRONGEST  Fire  lusui-ance  Offices  in  the  United  States. 

Office  Pacific  Coast  Department:      508-10  CALIFORNIA   ST.,  San  Francisco. 

T.  EDWARD  POPE,  Manager. 

R.  If.  OSBORN,  Assistant  Manager.        HOMER  A.  CRAIG,  General  Adjuster. 

SPECIAL  AGENTS:— Chester  Deering,  J.  H.  Clinkscales,  Yolney  Howard,  S.  P.  Mesiek. 

Hamburg  -  Bremen 

FIRE    INSURANCE    COMPANY 

OF  HAHBURG,  GERMANY  ORGANIZED  1854 


Capital  and  Accumulations      -      -  $3,412,150.06 

Assets  in  the  United  States,  Jan.  i,  1900  1,524,546.63 

Snrplns  "             "            "             "         "  544,867.51 

Losses  Paid  in  the  United  States,  over  12,000,000.00 


RUDOLPH  HEROLD,  Jr., 

General  Agent  Pacific  Department 
HARRY  C.  BOYD,  415  California  Street 

Assistant  General  Agent.  San  Francisco 


COAST  REl'IEir  ADl'ERTISIXG  DEPARTMEXT 


^^  ^^  vs^  ^1  ^^  ^^ 


^«/r?<?^,j9 


'i^W"^' 


^The  MAGDEBURG 
FIRE  INSURANCE 
COMPANY 
transacts 
NO  Marine, 
Life  or  Accident,  but 
FIRE  Insurance 

Business  ONLY. 


MAGDEBURG 

FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


OF     MAGDEBURGj    GERMANY 


Capital $     3,750,000.00 

Assets  January  I,  1900 7,867,86413 

Prem,  Income  since  organiza'n  (55yrs)  178,146,008.57 
Losses  paid  since  organization  (55  yrs)  118,338,016.97 
Assets  United  States  Department    .   .  948,772.32 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT:      QUTTE  &,  FRANK,  Managers, 


303  California  Street,   San   Francisco. 


Magdeburg  Fire  Ins.  Co., 

OF     NEW    YORK. 

Assets $287,048.83 

GUTTE    &    FRANK,    Managers, 

303  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


Wilklma  of  Magdeburg 

General  Insurance  Company 

(  MARINE.  ) 

Assets,  January  i,  1899, $9,813,751.45 

%  Associated  Assurance  Companies,  Ld. 

Munich  Assurance  Co.,       Alliance  Assurance  Co. 

0/  Myinioh  (L'd)  Of  Berlin  (L'd) 

JOINTLY  and  SEVERALLY  LIABLE. 

Assets,  January  i,  1899, $10,454,215.21 


1^  These  Marine*  Com- 
panies insure  Vessels, 
Freights,  Cargoes,  Treas- 
ure, Profits,  Registered 
Mail  and  Express  Matter, 
to  and  from  all  parts  of 
the  World,  and  make 
their  Policies  payable  at 
places  required  by  as- 
sured. 


GUTTE    &    FRANK,    Managers, 

303  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


OR6ANIZMD   A.  D.  1817 


Fire  Association 


OF     PHILADELPHIA. 


STATEMENT   OF  ASSETS,   JANUARY   1st,    WOO. 


Gross  Assets 
Policyholders'  Surplus 


WESTERN     DEPARTMENT, 

CHICAGO,   ILL. 

OFFICE,  171-173  Jackson  St.,  Royal  Insurance  Bldg 


#6,280,028.00 
#1^30,636.00 

W.  H.  CUNNINGHAM,  Manager. 
HENRY  W.  BUSH,  U^^,^  j^^ 
J.  M.  BECK,  S 


T.  C.  SHANKLAND  .   .   .  State  Agent  for  California,  Arizona,  Nevada  and  Hawaiian  Islands. 

TXTr>  T^  T,Tr,TiAT,T^c  , ^  ■.     ^         .         .  2 iQ  Sansomc  S trBC t .  S  A N  FR AN  CISCO ,  Cal . 

JNO.  D.  RICHARDS  .  .   .  Manager  city  department.  ^ 

E.J.LOUIS Special  Agent  for  California.  Arizona  and  Nevada. 

F.  J.  ALEX.  MAYER.  .   .  State  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  PORTLAND,  Ore. 

DAN.  L.  WEAVER.  .   .   .  Special  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  SPOKANE. 

F.M.AVERY..   ....     Special  Agent  for  Colorado,  Wyoming,  Montana,  Utah  and  Idaho,  DENVER.Colo. 


Financial  Standing,   January  I,   1900,  of  the 

Philadelphia  Underwriters 


COMPOSED    OF    THE 


Insurance  Co.  of  North  America 

FOUNDED,  A.  D.  1793 

CASH  CAPITAL $  3,000,000  00 

Total  Assets .    .    .-      9,29.5,037  00 

Total  Liabilities,  except  Capital     4, .598, 256  00 


Fire  Association    of    Philadelphia 

FOUNDED,   A.   D.   1817 

CASH  CAPITAL •    •    •  $    500,000  00 

Total  Assets 6,280,028  00 

Total  Liabilities,  except  Capital  .    4,749,492  00 


Surplus  as  to  Policyholders  .    .   $4,696,781  00 
COMBINED     ASSETS, 
SURPLUS  TO   POLICYHOLDERS, 


Surplus  as  to  Policyholders   .    .$1,530,636  00 
$15,575,065  00 
$  6,227,417  00 


Western  and  Pacific  Coast  Department, 
Chicago,  Illinois. 


W.  H.  CUNNINGHAM,  Manager 

K^bSk^^'^"'  I  Ass't  Managers 


T.  C.  SHANKLAND,  State  Agent  for 

California,  Arizona,   Nevada  and   the   Hawaiian  Islands. 
John  D.  Richards,  Manager  City  Department, 


219  SANSOME  STREET, 


SAN  FRANCISCO. 


F.  J.  ALEX.  MAYER,  State  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  Portland,  Ore. 
DAN.  L.  WEAVER,  Special  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  SPOKANE. 
F.  M.  AVERY,  Special  Agent  for  Montana,  Utah  and  Idaho,  Denver,  Colo. 
E.  J.  LOUIS,  Special  Agent  for  California,  Nevada  and  Arizona. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


Insurance  Company 

NEW   YORK 

HENRY  B.  STOKES,  President 

^— -^^ 

THE  NEW  POLICY  GUARANTEES 

EXTENDED  INSURANCE 
PAID=UP  VALUES 

AND 

LOANS  AT  5% 

^»-— ^ 

AGENTS  WANTED  IN  UNOCCUPIED  TERRITORY 
JOHN  LANDERS,  Manager  S.  W.  Pacific  Dep't.  240  Montgomery  St.,  S.  F. 

HEALTH    AND    ACCIDENT    INSURANCE 

Mr 

PHINEAS  C.  LOUNSBUBT,     L  /J^>'}§^^^^^^^^^  KIMBALL   C.   ATWOOJ), 

President.  ^   M  /  w'^^f  ^-^^     ^  -//IC^-.  Secretary. 

OF    NEW    YORK. 

ASSETS,  December  81,   1899 $  779,385.45 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders 365,124.80 

CLAIMS  Paid,  over 8,000,000.00 

HEALTH  and  ACCIDENT  POLICIES. 
The  Best  Insurance  i    The  Easiest  Insurance 

FOR  BUSINESS  and  FOR  AGENTS 

PROFESSIONAL  MEN  TO  SELL 

8i^°  Liberal  Commissions  and  Renewal   Contracts  to   Good  Men. 

Address — 
Pacific  Coast  Department,  THOS.    GODWIN, 

MILLS  Building 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  Manager. 

<«> 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


National  Life 

Insurance  Company 

MONTPELIER,       -        -       VERMONT. 

CHARLES  DEWEY,  President.  OSMAN  I).   CLARK,  Secretary, 


INSURANCE  IN  FORCE,  January  i,   1900    .    .    .  189,890,026  00 

ASSETS,  January  1,  1900 17,738,861  23 

LIABILITIES,  January  i,  1900 15,863,938  34 

SURPLUS,  Vermont  and  New  York  Standard  .    .  1,874,922  89 


THE  NATIONAL  has  done  a  continuous,  successful  business  for  fifty  years.  Its 
policies  of  LIFE,  TERM,  ENDOWMENT  and  ANNUITY  INSURANCE  grant  solid 
protection  on  mutual  plans. 

NO  RESTRICTION  on  residence  or  travel. 

INCONTESTABLE  after  two  years  from  date  of  issue. 

GUARANTEES  endorsed  cash,  loan,  paid-up  and  extended  insurance  values. 

AUTOMATICALLY  NON-FORFEITABLE  after  three  years. 

INSURANCE  ISSUED  IN  1899,  $17,738,86L23. 


G.  M.  STOLP,  General  Manager, 

82-84  New  Crocker  Building,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
A.  D.  WALKER,  General  Manager, 

Fidelity  Trust  Company  Building,  Tacoma,  Wash. 


GEORGE  D.  ALDER,  General  Manager, 

204  McCormack  Block,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

C.  M.  SMITH,  General  Manager, 

Hennessey  Building,  Butte,  Montana. 


Gummed  Policy  Labels. 

Any  Style,  Shape  or  Color. 
Price  List. 


Red  or  Blue  on 

Gc 

LD   OR 

Silver  B 

Ror 

^ze 

Blue  on 

Green  Bronze  on 

White  Paper. 

ON 

Black  or  Red 

Paper. 

Red  Paper. 

Black  or  Red  Paper 

1M.      $2.75 

$3.75 

$3.00 

$4.50 

21-2M.   3.75 

5.50 

4.25 

2IVI.  6.00 

5M.     5.50 

7.50 

6.00 

3M.  7.50 

10M.     9.00 

12.50 

10.00 

5M.  10.00 

Special  prices  quoted  on  larger  quantities.  In 
ordering  make  copy  FULL^ndEXACT,  a"'* 
send  sample  label.  We  pay  the  express  or  postage 
when  the  money  accompanies  the  order. 

Address  all  orders  to  this  paper. 


■m^For  Sample  Labels  Send  to  This  Office, 


,^:;^3  ,<:^5  .rfC:;;^  ^:;;^5  ,<^^  ,<;;^ 


COAST  REl'IEiy  ADVERT/SING  DEPARTMENT 


London  &  Lancashire 


Fire    Insurance    Company, 


Of  Liverpool ,  Eng 


Subscribed  Capital, 
Cash  Assets,  .  . 

Assets  in  United  States, 


$10,637,500 

7,344,540 

.       2,861,662 


Norwalk  Fire  Insurance  Co*, 

Of  Noriualk,   Connecticut. 

Capital,    .     $200,000.00        Assets,    .     $566,802.00 


English  -American 
Underwriters, 

Assets, $3,428,464 


The  State  Fire  Ins*  Co*,  L'd, 

O/  Liverpool,  England. 

Capital, $5,000,000 

Assets  in  United  States,        .         .         .  .         324,084 


The  Netherlands  Fire  Ins*  Co*, 


O/  The  Hague.,  Holland. 
ESTABLISHED     1845. 


Capital, 

Assets  in  United  States, 


$1,600,000 
678,025 


PACIFIC    COAST     DEPARTMENT, 
315     Montgomery    Street,  :  :  :  :  San   Francisco. 

WM.   MACDONALD,  Manager, 

D.  E.  MILES,  Ass't  Manager. 


iS^iS^^^  COAST  REI'IEIV  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^S^ 

Provielei7(@avii7g§  ^i|e 

OF'  IMEW  "vofik:. 

Edward  W.  ScoTT.FhESiDENT. 

Tv^^^^STCovAT^^u^■  fo'r¥^o\_\cyV\o\jd^-rs  khyd  /Vcet^TS. 

SuccE ssruL  Agents, andGxntlcme N  Seckinc;  Remunerative  Business  Conmections. 
MAV  Apply  to  the  Head  OrriCE.OR  amy  or  The  Society's  General  Agents. 

CARL    C.    GROSS, 

Manager  for  CALIFORNIA  and  NEVADA. 
Rooms  709=13  Claus  Spreckels  Building. 

Harket  and  Third  Sts.,  San  Francisco. 

Writing  Large  Lines  of  Desirable  Business 

jjtt|  I- PALATINE 

^j^SlI^^^S^g^^^^^^^N  Of  ]\Iaiichester,  England. 

Resources,  Security  to  Policyholders,  over    =  $9,300,000.00 

United  States  Branch  Assets,  Jan.  i,  1900  -      2,637,777.00 

Net  Surplus  in  United  States       _         _         _         -         598,207.00 


CHAS.  A.  LATON,  Manager  Pacific  Coast  Department 

439  California  Street        =        Safe  Deposit  Building        =        San  Francisco 

LOCAL  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS: 

JOHN  H.  WISE,  Chairman.      JOHN  F.  MERRILL.      WM.  E.  BROWN.      E.  M.  ROOT. 


jSf^j^i^^iS  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISrNG  DEPARTMENT  gj&^^g^^ 


CASH   CAPITAL 


*       *       * 


$4,000,000.00 


Incorporated 


For  a  period  of    EIGHTY-ONE  YEARS  this  com- 
pany has  occupied  the  position  of  the  LEADING 
American  Fire  Insurance  Company. 


Cash  assets      *      *      * 

January  1,  1900 

W   $13,019,411.20 


1819 


Largest  Cash  Capital,  Largest  Cash  Assets 

of  any  Fire  Insurance  Company 

in  America. 


Losses  Paid  since  organization  ]  81  years!  $85,641,084.50 

BOARDMAN  &  SPENCER,  General  Agents 


E.  C.  MORRISON,  Supervisor  of  Agencies 

LOUIS  MEL,  1 

W    L.  QAZZAM,         )- Special  Agents  and  Adjusters 
J.  A.   MURPHY.  ) 


Office,  514  California  St.,  San  Franciscc 


THE 


HARTFORD 

Fire  Insurance  Company, 

Organized  1794. 

—  Assets,      .        .        .  ^11,002,588  02 

Net  Surplus,        .        .  3,810,204  50 

H.    K.    BELDEN,    Manager    Pacific    Department 

WHITNEY    PALACHE,    Assistant    Manager 
313  California  Street,  -  SAN  FRANCISCO 


J.  J.  AGARD 


Special    AoenLs    and    Adjusters. 
J.  J.  DENNIS  JOHN  M.  HOLMES 

(10 


W.  O.  MORGAN 


S'  The  Coast  Review,  «^ 

A  Monthly  Insurance  Magazine. 
Devoted  to  all  kinds  of  Insurance  that  Insures,  Published  on  the  Fifteenth  of  the  Month. 


Per  Year,     :'    :    $3.oo  [  Telei^hont  ] 

Per  Copy,    :     :        .25  [        1530        ] 

Postage   added  to  foreign   subscriptions. 


MRS.  J.  G.  EDWARDS,  Proprietor. 
E.  H.  BACON,  Manager  and  Editor. 

508  Montgomery  St.,  San  Francisco. 


Vol.   58. 


AUGUST,    1900. 


No.  2 
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The  Coast  Review  Manual,  g 


PRAISED    BY    UNDERWRITERS. 


Following  are  a  few  expressions  in 
fauor  of  The  Coast  Reuieiv  Manual,  by 
Agents  and  Managers  : 

It  is  a  great  help. 

It  is  certainly  perfection. 

Contains  information  not  to  be  obtained  from 
any  other  source. 

I  could  not  well  do  without  it. 

I  find  within  its  pages  a  uast  amount  of  useful 
information. 

I  have  never  seen  any  other  manual  that  would 
give  the  local  agent  as  much  intelligent  aid. 

We  beep  it  ready  at  hand,  referring  to  it  often, 
using  it  as  an  authority. 

It  is  the  best  instruction  booh  for  agents. 

I  note  many  items  of  advantage  to  me,  and  for 
which  I  have  looked  in  vain  elsewhere. 

The  best  booh  of  the  hind  published. 

It  is  easily  understood. 

Most  complete,  concise  and  clearly  written  booh 
of  the  hind  I  have  ever  seen. 

Gives  required  information  better  than  all 
"compact"  boohs  combined. 

Had  I  the  Coast  Review  Manual  when  I  first 
commenced  the  business  I  would  now  know  a 
great  deal  more  about  insurance  and  have  saved 
the  companies  and  myself  a  great  deal  of  cor- 
respondence. 

Exactly  fills  a  long  felt  want. 
'^        Diagrams  and  general  arrangement  specially 
helpful  for  ready  reference. 

The  names  of  the  writers  of  the  foregoing 
have  already  been  printed  in  these  columns. 


j?i 


Life  and  Casualty,  Etc.,  Index. 

Past  seven  months. 

MONTH.        I 

Accident  Insurance  in  Germany July, 

^tna  Life  Ins.  Co Feb., 

Etna's  New  Accident  Policy June, 

Alcohol  and  Longevity July, 

American  Surety  Co.  of  N.  Y Feb., 

American    Life      Insurance     Statistics 

May,  244,  July,  374 April, 

American  Legion  of  Honor,  June, 318,  May,  264, 
American  Life  Go's  Business  in  Foreign 

Countries May, 

American  Life  Go's  Annual  Totals  .  .  .  June, 
American    Life    Insurance    History    in 

Numerals July, 

Ancient    Order     of    United     Woi'kmen 

Jan.,  21,  Feb.,  87 June, 

An  Accident  Grafter April, 

Bankers' Life  of  Des  Moines Jan., 

Bankers'  Life  of  Minnesota May, 

British  and  American  Industrial  Insur'ce  May, 
California  Life  Business   .   .   .   .  Feb.,  71,  Jan., 

California  Assessment  Business Jan., 

California  Personal  Accident  Business  .  May, 
California  Business  Miscellaneous  Ins.  .  Feb., 
Compensation  of  N.  Y.  Life  Agents  .  .  .  Jan., 
Comparison   Between   Two    Great    Life 

Offices  ._ Mar., 

Conservative  Life  Ins.  Co June, 

Connecticut  Ins.  Com.  on  Life  Insurance  April, 

Connecticut  Life  of  Waterbury May, 

Connecticut  Mutual  Life    .   .   .  May,  252,  Mar., 

Covenant  Mutual  of  Galesburg May, 

Decreasing  Life  Insurance  Dividends  .   .  July, 
Defunct  Pacific  Coast  Assessment  Insur- 
ance Associations Mar., 

Deserted  by  Assessmentism July, 

Elevator  Damage  Verdict  for  $5,000  .  .April, 
Employers  Liability  Assur.  Cor June, 


395 

92 

311 

373 

91 

192 
242 

243 
315 

373 

298 

215 

47 

259 

2b0d 

34 

40 


143 
343 
202 
242 
152 
242 
371 

141 

382c 
217 
335 
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Equitable  Life  Assur.  Society,  Jan.,  22, 

36,  Feb.,  115,  July,  362,  373 Mar. 

Evolution  of  Liability  Underwriting  .  .  April 
Faded    A.ssignment  Writing   on  a   Life 

Policy Feb. 

Fidelity  &  Casualty  Co.  of  N.  Y Feb. 

Fidelity  Mutual  Life  ....  Feb.,  59,  May,  253 
Fidelity  &  Deposit  Co.  of  Maryland  .   .   .  July 

Fraternal  Insurance  in  Danger June 

Germany's  Sickness  and  Old  Age  Insur- 
ance Law  of  1900 Feb. 

Grand  Life  Figures June 

Hartford  Life May 

High  Death  Rate June 

Home  Life  Ins.  Co Feb. 

Independent  Order  of  Foresters June 

Industrial  Insurance June 

Ingersoll,  Robert  G July 

Inspections  in  Life  Insurance Jnly 

Kingsley's  Rebate  Letter Jan. 

Knights  of  the  Maccabees June 

Knights  of  Honor June 

Knights  of  Pythias June,  319,  May 

Knights  and  Ladies  of  Honor June 

Large  Life  Insurance April 

Life  Policy,  When  it  Goes  Into  Effect  .  .  Jan. 
Life  A  gent  Awarded  His  Big  Commission  May 

Life  Agent's  Experience Jan. 

Manhattan  Life  Ins.  Co June 

Modern  Woodmen June,  318.  May 

Mortality  Statistics  in  the  Census    .   .   .June 

Mutual  Reserve  Fund  Record Jan. 

■'  "  Received    Only 

Three-Fifths Feb. 

Mutual  Reserve  Fund,  Apr.. 225,  May,243,  April 
Mutual  Life  of  N.  Y.,  June.  321,  April, 828, 

200,  193 Mar. 

Mutual  Life  of  Kentucky Feb. 

Mutual  Benefit  Life Feb.,  68,  April 

National  Life  Ins.  Co.,  July,  382,  Apr.,  199,  Mar. 
National  Life  Ins.  Co.  of  Washington  .   .  Mar. 

National  Life  Assn May 

National  Mutual  Life  Assur.  Society  .  .  May 
New  York's  Former  Notice  Law  .  .  .  .Mar. 
New  York  Life  .   .  .   .  May,  247,  Jan.,  32,  Feb. ^ 

New  York  Law  Amended Jan. 

New  England  Mutual  Life May 

Northwestern    Mut.    Life,    Jan.,  30,   123, 

Apr., 199,  Mar.,146,May,256,  Feb. ,122,  Jan. 
Northwestern  Life  Assur  Co.  of  Chicago  Jan. 

One  Year  Term  Business July 

Order  of  Chosen  Friends June 

Pacific   Mutual,  June,  323,  305,    Feb.,  76, 

Mar.,  135,  April,  218,  July,  383    .   .   .May 

Pacific  Surety  Co April 

Patton,  J.  N.,  Death  of July 

Percentage  of  Expenses  to  Premiums  .   .  Feb. 

Penn  Mutual May,  253,  230,  Mar. 

Perpetual  Life  Insurance  Policies  .  .  .  June 
Potter,  Geo.  McK.,  Disappearance  Case  .  Feb. 
Preferred     Accident    Ins.    Co's     Gains 

July,  394 Feb.,  68 

Provident  Savings    .  July,  402,  Mar.,  151,  Feb. 
Restrictive  By-Laws  of  Beneficial  Orders 
Forbidden    by   the  Constitution   of 
California April, 


151 
214 

87 
106 
242 
365 
304 


316 
243 
318 
107 
318 
306 
374 
372 

24 
319 
318 
242 
298 
220 
3 
252 

11 

302 

242 

333 

6 


173 

144 
92 
193 
139 
146 
243 
256 
173 
90 
37 
255 

30 
37 

354 

318 

262 

226 

3836 

67 
175 
306 

65 

100 
116 


Review  of  Life  Insurance  in  1899 May,  242 

Rights  of  a  Beneficiary  .  ; Mar.,  166 

Rights  of  Creditor  and  Beneficiary  .   .   .April,  196 

Rogers  Disappearance  Case Mar..  132 

Royal  Arcanum June,  318,  May,  242 

San  Fran.  L.  U.  A.  Annual  Meeting,  Mar.,  138,  110 
Security  Trust  and  Life  Ins.  Co  ,  May,  242, 

April,  230 " '  .    .      Mar.,  156 

Sensational  Accident  Claim  '. May,  263 

Shabby  Tricks  in  Life  Insurance    ....  June,  317 

Southern  Pacific  R.  R's  Ins.  Scheme    .   .  Mar.,  150 

Standard  Life  and  Accident  Ins.  Co.    .   .  Feb..  117 

Sunday  Law  and  Accident  Insurance  .   .Feb.,  117 

Switzerland's  New  Sickness  Ins.  Law    .  Mar.,  138 

Syndicate  of  South  American  Swindlers  .  Mar.,  173 

Travelers July,  372,  June,  318,  May,  245 

United     Brotherhood     of     the     Colored 

Brethren Feb.,  87 

Union  Mutual  Life  Progress Mar.,  149 

Union  Casualty  &  Surety  .   .   .  July,  400,  May,  2.=i0« 

Vermont  Life July,  402 

Washington  Life's  New  Policy April,  199 

Why  Capitalized Jan.,  36 

Woodmen  of  the  World,  June,318,  May  ,242.  Apr.,  193 

Wolfsohn  Mystery Jan.,  37 

World's  Life  Insurance  Business  in  1898   Jan.,  7 


IN     THE     COURTS. 

Our    Digest   of    Recent    Insurance    Decisions. 

FIRE. 
Note  for  The  agreement  in  an  insurance 
Premium,  policy  that  the  company  shall  not 
be  liable  for  any  loss  occurring 
during  default  in  payment  of  any  note  "given 
for  the  premium"  is  not  invalid  upon  the 
ground  of  public  policy  or  otherwise ;  nor 
does  section  2598  of  the  civil  code  change 
this  rule.  This  section  does  not  provide  gen- 
erally that  the  "acknowledgment  in  a  policy 
of  the  receipt  of  the  premium  is  conclusive 
evidence  of  its  payment,  but  merely  that  it 
is  then  conclusive  "so  far  as  to  make  the 
policy  binding"  and  the  parties  are  not  pre- 
cluded from  showing  that  the  consideration 
was  other  than  as  stated. — Palmer  v.  Con- 
tinental Ins.  Co.,  Cal.  S.  C,  Sac.  No.  619. 

Agency  for  Where  refusal  by  an  author- 
Insurer.  ized  agent  of  an  insurance  com- 
pany was  alleged  as  waiver  of 
stipulation  in  policy  that  loss  thereunder 
should  not  become  payable  until  60  days 
after  notice  and  satisfactory  proofs  of  loss 
have  been  received  by  company,  evidence  of 
refusal  by  an-adjuster  and  special  agent  for 
defendant  sent  to  place  of  loss  for  purpose 
of  determining  its    amount,   and   that   such 
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agent  was  in  habit  of  adjusting  losses  for 
company  and  had  authority  to  fix  amount  of 
liabiHty,  was  sufficient  to  show  authority  of 
agent  to  bind  company  by  refusing  to  pay 
anything  under  poHcy. — Continental  Ins.  Co. 
V.  Wickham,'35  S.  E.  287;  Wickham  v.  Con- 
tinental Ins.  Co.,  Id. 

Broker's  Dili-        Where  fire  insurance  broker 
gence.  does  not  exercise  proper  and 

customary  care  and  skill  in 
effecting  insurance  of  property  of  person  for 
whom  he  is  acting,  under  his  instructions 
and  agreement  with  such  person,  neglect  of 
such  skill  and  diligence  is  actionable,  if  'it 
proximately  results  in  loss  or  damage  to  in- 
sured by  whom  he  is  retained  and  employed. 
Milliken  v.  Woodward,  45  A.  796. 

Inconsistent  An  agreement  by  which  an 
Duties.  agent  of  fire  insurance  company 
stipulates  with  person  to  keep 
his  property  insured  in  consideration  of  pay- 
ment of  certain  premium,  and  that,  if  one  of 
the  companies  which  "he  represents  should 
refuse  the  risk,  he  would  place  it  with  an- 
other, until  all  companies  of  which  he  was 
agent  should  be  exhausted,  is  invalid,  as  an 
undertaking  by  the  agent  to  perform  incon- 
sistent duties;  and  an  insurance  company  is 
not  bound  by  policy  written  by  agent  under 
such  contract. — Phoenix  Ins.  Co.  of  Hartford 
V.  Hamilton,  35  S.  E.  305. 

Dual  Agent.  The  fact  that  an  insurance 
agency  had  authority  from 
insured  to  place  any  excess  of  insurance  his 
companies  could  not  take  with  other  com- 
panies does  not  convert  him  into  dual  agent 
in  regard  to  insurance  placed  With  his  own 
company. — Marsh  Oil  Co.  v.  yEtna  Ins.  Co., 
79  Mo.  App.  21,  2  Mo.  App.  Rep'r,  400. 

Oral  Binder.  An  agent  of  fire  insurance 
company,  whose  powers  are 
to  countersign,  issue,  and  renew  policies  of 
insurance,  may  bind  the  company  by  an  oral 
agreement  to  renew  an  existing  contract  of 
insurance.— Squier  v.  Hanover  Fire  Ins.  Co., 
57  N.  E.  93,  162  N.  Y.  552. 

Solicitors'        An  agent  soliciting  fire  insur- 
Power.       ance  has  no  power  to  alter  terms 
■  of  policy  by  statements  or  repre- 
sentations prior  to  and    contemporaneously 


with  issue  of  policy. — Eureka  Fire  &  Marine 
Ins.  Co.  v.  Baldwin,  57  N.  E.  57. 

Authority  of  Where  authority  of  agent  is 
Agent,  in  issue  in  an  action  on  policy 
issued  by  foreign  insurance 
company,  and  there  is  evidence  that  he  in- 
spected the  ruins  with  defendant's  adjuster, 
it  is  not  error  to  charge  that  one  who  exam- 
ines into,  or  adjusts,  or  aids  in  adjusting, 
any  loss  on  behalf  of  an  insurance  company 
organized  in  another  state,  is  agent  of  com- 
pany for  which  the  act  is  done,  as  declared 
by  Rev.  St.  ^  1481. — Norris  v.  Hartford  Fire 
Ins.  Co.,  35  S.-E.  572. 

Notices.  On  an  issue  whether  an  insurer 
had  knowledge  of  forfeiture  of  pol- 
icy, it  is  proper  to  charge  that  notice  to  the 
insurer's  agent  is  notice  to  the  insurer, 
while  acting  within  the  scope  of  his  agency. 
Same. 

Delivery  and  When  anansurance  company 
Payment.  delivers  policy,  and  accepts 
the  premium  thereon,  it  is  pre- 
sumed that  its  intention  is  to  make  a  con- 
tract which,  in  light  of  all  facts  then  known 
to  it,  will  afford  indemnity;  and  it  is  beyond 
its  power,  by  any  provision  which  it  may 
insert  in  policy,  to  overcome  the  force  of 
that  presumption,  or  to  avoid  the  effect  of 
acts  ordeclarations  which,  from  an  equitable 
standpoint,  are  sufficient  to  create  an  estop- 
pel in  pais. — Northern  Assur.  Co.  of  London 
v.  Grand  View  Bldg.  Ass'n.     loi  F.  77. 

Solicitor's  Where  an  insurance  solicitor 

Knowledge,  obtains  an  application  for  insur- 
ance, which  is  accepted  by  an 
insurance  company,  and  on  which  it  writes 
policy,  and  delivers  it  to  solicitor,  who  deliv- 
ers it  to  insured,  and  collects  premium,  so- 
licitor's knowledge  of  concurrent  insurance 
on  property  in  excess  of  amount  allowed  by 
policy  may  be  imputed  to  company  so  as  to 
estop  it  to  d-eny  validity  of  policy  by  reason 
of  breach  of  such  condition. — Palatine  Ins. 
Co.  V.  McElroy,  100  F.  391. 

LIFE. 

Identification.         In  the  George  McC.  Potter 

identification  case  the  supreme 

court  of    Pennsylvania    in    its    per    curiam 

said:     "The  only  ciuestion  at    issue  in   this 
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case  is  a  question  of  personal  identification. 
It  is  a  pure  question  of  fact,  which  it  is  the 
especial  province  of  the  jury  to  decide. 
While  it  must  be  conceded  that  the  evidence 
is  not  very  satisfactory,  we  cannot  say  that 
there  was  no  evidence,  or  that  there  was  not 
more  than  a  scintilla  of  evidence  establishing 
the  identity  of  the  dead  body  found  with  the 
person  of  George  McC.  Potter,  the  insured. 
There  was  some  evidence,  and  it  was  much 
more  than  a  scintilla,  tending  to  prove  the 
identity  in  question."  The  Union  Central 
Life  Insurance  Company  was  the  appellant. 
The  judgment  of  the  lower  court  was 
affirmed. 

Examination  of  A  contract  of  life  insur- 
Applicant.  ance  is  not  vitiated  by  failure 
of  an  agent  of  company  to 
make  personal  examination  of  applicant  as 
required  by  its  rules,  where  policy  was  issued 
upon  proper  examination  by  medical  ex- 
aminer, and  when  it  does  not  appear  that  in- 
sured had  knowledge  of  requirement. — 
Phillips V.  Union  Cent.  Life  Ins.  Co.,  loi  F.33 

Date  of  An  applicant  for  life  insurance 
Policy,  was  duly  examined  and  recom- 
mended for  insurance,  and  applica- 
tion forwarded  for  acceptance  by  company. 
Subsequently  part  of  first  premium  was  paid, 
and  note  given  for  remainder,  upon  an  agree- 
ment with  agent  that,  if  accepted,  insurance 
should  be  from  that  date.  The  application 
was  accepted,  and  policy  issued  bearing  date 
in  accordance  with  such  agreement,  which 
was  forwarded  to  agent  of  company,  who 
notified  applicant  of  such  acceptance  by 
mail,  and  that  he  would  call  and  deliver  pol- 
icy, but  before  he  had  done  so  applicant 
died.  Held,  that  there  was  a  completed  con- 
tract of  insurance. — Same. 

Limitations  and  Laches.  By  a  verbal  under 
Verbal  Agreement.  standing  between  an 
applicant  for  life  in- 
surance and  agent  of  company,  policy  was 
to  be  made  payable  to  a  particular  person; 
but  written  application  required  it  to  be 
made  payable  to  legal  representatives  of  ap- 
plicant, and  it  was  so  issued.  Before  it  had 
been  actually  delivered,  but  after  it  had  be- 
come effective,  insured  died;  and  company 
then  refused  to  deliver  it  to  her   representa- 


tives, and  removed  it  from  the  state.  In  the 
belief  that  policy  .had.  been  written  in  ac- 
cordance with  verbal  agreement,  an  action 
was  brought  thereon  in  behalf  of  supposed 
beneficiary,  and  time  fixed  by  policy  within 
which  an  action  w-as  required  to  be  com- 
menced thereon  expired  before  the  mistake 
was  learned  by  those  in  interest,  by  the  pro- 
duction of  policy  in  court.  Held,  that  com- 
pany was  estopped  to  plead  limitation  in  de- 
fense to  suit  in  equity  instituted  within  reas- 
onable time  thereafter  by  legal  representa- 
tive of  deceased  to  compel  delivery  of  policy 
and  to  recover  thereon. — Same. 

Construction  and        Where  an    agent  takes 
Operation.  an   application  for  life  in- 

surance, which  he  forwards 
to  company  for  acceptance  or  rejection,  un- 
der an  agreement  with  applicant,  which  is 
also  stated  in  application,  that,  if  accepted, 
the  contract  shall  take  eft'ect  from  delivery 
of  policy  and  payment  of  premium,  no  con- 
tract of  insurance  is  made  until  policy  is  de- 
livered and  premium  paid;  and  contractthen 
made,  and  by  which  company  is  bound,  is 
that  embodied  in  policy  delivered  and  ac- 
cepted.— McINIaster  v.  New  York  Life  Ins. 
Co.,  99  F.  856. 

Interlineation  in  An  interlineation  in  ap- 

Application.  plication  of    request   that 

policy,  if  issued,  be  dated 
as  of  date  of  application  made  by  agent  with- 
out knowledge  of  applicant,  is  immaterial, 
and  cannot  aftect  rights  of  parties  under 
policy  subsequently  issued,  as  applicant  is 
free  to  refuse  to  accept  policy  tendered,  if 
date  is  not  satisfactory  to  him,  and  after  its 
acceptance  he  is  bound  by  its  terms. — Same. 

Agent's  State-  Where  agent  of  an  insur. 
ments.  '  ance  company  visits  applicant 
for  insurance  at  his  home,  and 
asks  him  some  formal  questions  concerning 
his  age,  residence,  and  employment,  but  does 
not  read  application  to  him,  and  fills  in  ans- 
wers, such  person  must  be  considered  as 
the  agent  of  company,  and  not  of  applicant, 
and  company  will  be  bound  by  statements 
made  by  him,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
application  was  signed  by  applicant.— Met- 
ropolitan Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Larson,  85  111. 
App.  143. 


The   Coast   Rev>ievC> 


409 


MARINE. 
The  Collision         The  Dorward  collision  case, 
Clause.  which    Justice     Mathews     de- 

cided in  favor  of  the  plaintiffs, 
has  been  reversed  by  the  court  of  appeals  of 
England.     The  case  being  of  more  than  or- 
dinary interest  we  make  the  following  digest: 
The  policy  contained,  inicratia,  the   fol- 
lowing clause :      "Collision  clause.      Cross- 
liability.     And  we  further  agree  that  if  the 
ship  hereby  assured  shall  come  into  collision 
with  any  other  ship  or  vessel,  and  the  as- 
sured shall  in  consequence  thereof  be  found 
liable  to  pay,  any  sums  (not  exceeding  the 
value  of  the  ship  hereby  assured)  in  respect 
of  injury  to  such  other  ship  or  vessel  itself 
or  to  the  goods  and  effects  on  board  thereo 
or  for  loss  of  freight  then  being  earned 
such   other  ship  or  vessel,    we   will    sev 
ally  pay    the    assured  such    proportion  lof 
three-fourth    parts    of    said    sums    as    our 
respective  subscriptions  hereto  bare  to  the 
value  of  the  ship  hereby  assured  .     .     .     But 
this  agreement  is  in  no  case  to  be  construed 
as  extending  to  any  sums  the  assured    may 
become  liable  to  pay  in  respect  to   loss    of 
life  or  personal  injury  to    individuals    from 
any  cause    whatever."     On    November   25, 
1897,  the  Dorward  came  into  collision  with, 
and  sank,  the  tug  Victory  in  the  river  Tees, 
and  the  Victory  became  a  wreck,  which  was 
subsequently  dispersed  by  the  River   Tees 
Conservancy  Board  acting  under  its  statutory 
powers,  and   the   costs   of   dispersing   such 
wreck — viz.  ^1178  19s.  lod. — were   claimed 
by  the  Board,  and   were  duly  paid   by   the 
owners  of  the  Victory.     In  an  action  brought 
by  the  admiralty  court  the  Dorward  was  held 
alone  to  blame,  and  her  owners  were   held 
liable  to  pay,  to  the  owners  of  the   Victory 
the  value  of  the  tug  and  also  the  aforesaid 
sum     of  /1178  19s.     lod.      The    plaintiffs 
claimed  from  the  defendants,  the  Indemnity 
Mutual  Marine  Assurance  Company,  the  de- 
fendants'   proportion   of  the  amount  which 
they  had  been    obliged  to    pay    in    the    ad- 
miralty action.     The  defendants  paid  in  re- 
spect of  the  value  of  the  tug  only,  and  the 
plaintiffs  brought  this  action  for  the   defend- 
ants' proportion  of  the   payment   of    ^1178 
19s.  lod.     The  defence  was  that  the  payment 
was  not  a  sum  paid  in  respect  of  an  injury  to 


the  Victory  within  the  meaning  of  the  policy. 
Held,  that  the  words  of  the  collision  clause 
in  the  policy  seemed  so  clear  to  the  court 
as  to  require  no  explanation.  They  cat- 
alogued the  injuries  m  respect  of  which  the 
underwriters  undertook  to  pay  the  assured  if 
the  assured  had  to  pay  any  sum  in  respect  of 
them.  In  the  court's  opinion  it  was  impos- 
sible to  say  that  a  sum  which  the  assured 
had  to  pay  in  respect  of  the  expense  of  clear- 
ing the  tideway  of  the  River  Tees  of  a  vessel 
which  had  been  wrecked  was  a  sum  of 
money  paid  in  respect  of  injury  to  the  vessel 
itself. 


Former  New  York  Notice  Law   Not   Passed 
On. 

The  supreme  court  of  the  United  States, 
in  its  recent  decision  in  the  case  of  the 
Mutual  Life  v.  Nellie  Phinney,  did  not 
pass  on  the  effect  of  the  New  York  law  of 
1877.  The  executrix  contended  that  the 
law,  as  to  New  York  companies,  con- 
trolled all  contracts,  whether  made  within 
or  without  the  state. 

The  law  required  notice  of  amount  due 
to  be  mailed  to  the  insured  or  the  as- 
signee, at  his  or  her  last  known  post  office 
address.  No  such  notice  was  mailed  to 
Phinney,  though  a  demand  for  the  pi-e- 
mium  was  made  on  him  personally  by 
the  agent.  Phinney  surrendered  the  pol- 
icy, after  finding  himself  unable  to  pass  a 
medical  re-examination. 

The  defendant  company  contended  that 
the  law  applies  only  on  contracts  con- 
summated within  the  state  of  New  York; 
that  as  the  application  was  signed  in 
Washington,  accepted  only  conditionally 
in  New  York,  and  was  delivered  by  the 
agent  in  Washington  with  the  stipulation 
that  it  should  not  take  effect  until  the 
first  premium  was  paid  and  the  policy  was 
delivered,  the  contract  was  a  Washington 
contract,  and  was  governed  by  the  laws 
of  that  state. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  supreme 
court  did  not  find  it  necessary  to  pass  on 
these  important  points.  The  question  of 
the  application  of  the  New  York  "no 
forfeiture  without  mailed  notice"  law    to 
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contracts  made  in  other  states  is  still  an 
open  one. 

The  supreme  court  said  : 

"We  are  not  insensible  of  the  importance  as 
well  as  the  difficulty  of  the  question  thus  pre- 
sented in  these  various  aspects,  but  think 
that  the  case  may  properly  be  disposed  of 
without  any  consideration  or  determination 
thereof." 

As  stated  in  our  June  book,  the  decis- 
ions of  the  district  and  appeal  courts  were 
reversed,  and  the  case  was  remanded  to 
the  federal  circuit  court  for  Washington, 
with  instructions  to  award  a  new  trial. 
The  amount  at  issue  is  about  $100,000. 

We  make  the  following  extracts  from 
the  decision  of  the  United  States  supi-eme 
court: 

EXTRACTS   FKOM    DECISION. 

In  view  of  the  facts  heretofore  narrated,  it 
is  obvious  not  only  that  there  was  error  in 
the  action  of  the  court  in  declining  to  give 
the  instruction  requested  by  the  insurance 
company,  and  giving  that  which  it  did,  but 
also  that  the  error  was  material.  The  in- 
struction given  suggested  a  matter  in  respect 
to  which  there  was  no  testimony,  yet  which, 
in  view  of  other  language  in  the  charge,  was 
quite  sure  to  mislead.  In  reference  to  this 
matter  of  abandonment  and  rescission,  the 
court  in  effect  declared  that  it  was  binding, 
unless  induced  by  false  representation  or 
deceit.  There  is  not  the  slightest  syllable  in 
the  testimony  to  suggest  that  the  agent  de- 
ceived the  insured,  nor  that  he  made  a  false 
representation  in  the  sense  in  which  a  false 
representation  may  avoid  a  contract.  And 
yet,  as  the  court  had  already  ruled  that  the  law 
of  New  York  controlled,  that  there  was  no 
forfeiture  until  the  notice  prescribed  by  the 
statute  of  that  state  had  been  given,  the  jury 
must  have  understood  that  when  the  agent 
said  that  the  policy  had  lapsed,  he  made  a 
false  representation,  and,  therefore,  that  the 
action  of  the  insured,  based  upon  that  false 
representation,  did  not  amount  to  an  abandon- 
ment. But  whether  that  statement  of  the 
agent  was  correct  in  matter  of  law  is  doubt- 
ful ;  whether  true  or  false,  or,  more  accurately, 
whether  correct  or  not,  in  its  interpretation  of 
the  law  applicable  to  this  contract,  is  imma- 
terial. It  was  merely  a  statement  of  what  he 
supposed  the  law  was,  and  the  insured  was 
under  the  same  obligations  to  know  the  law 
that  the  companj'or  its  agent  was.  The  jury 
evidently  proceeded  upon  the  supposition  that 


the  insurance  company,  located  in  New  York, 
knew  what  the  law  of  that  state  was;  the  in- 
sured, residing  in  Washington,  did  not,  and 
when  the  agent  stated  what  the  condition  of 
the  contract  was,  he  misrepresented  the  law 
of  New  York,  of  which  the  insured  was  ignor- 
ant, and  being  ignorant,  was  not  bound  by  any 
act  based  thereon  in  the  way  of  abandonment 
or  rescission.  But  surely  no  such  rule  as  that 
obtains.  When  two  parties  enter  into  a  con- 
tract, and  make  it  determinable  by  the  law  of 
another  state,  it  is  conclusively  presumed 
that  each  of  them  knows  the  law  in  respect  to 
which  they  make  the  contract.  There  is  no 
presumption  of  ignorance  on  the  one  side  and 
knowledge  on  the  other.  Reverse  the  situa- 
tion. Suppose  the  insurance  company  had 
made  this  contract  as  a  Washington  contract, 
and  there  had  been  some  peculiar  provision  of 
that  state  controlling  all  contracts  made  with- 
in the  state ;  could  the  company,  a  corporation 
of  New  York,  thereafter  be  permitted  to  say 
that  it  did  not  know  what  the  law  of  Wash- 
ington was;  that  the  insured,  as  a  resident  of 
that  state,  must  be  presumed  to  have  known 
it;  that  he  did  not  communicate  his  informa- 
tion, and  therefore  it  was  not  bound  b}'  that 
law,  and  that  if  he  said  anything  in  reference 
to  it,  it  was  a  case  of  false  representation  or 
deceit?  No  one  would  contend  this.  And  so 
when  these  two  parties,  the  insurance  com- 
pany and  the  insured,  dealing  as  we  are  now 
supposing  in  a  contract  which  they  mutually 
agree  should  be  determinable  by  the  laws  of 
New  York,  it  is  an  absolute  presumption  that 
each  knew  those  laws,  and  that  neither  one 
could  be  misled  bj'  any  statement  in  respect 
thereto  on  the  part  of  the  other.  Whatever 
opinion  either  might  express  in  reference  to 
those  statutes,  was  a  mere  matter  of  opinion. 
He  was  chargeable  with  knowledge,  just  ex- 
actlj'  as  the  insurance  company  was.  Sturm 
V.  Boker,  (150  U.  S.  312,)  is  decisive  of  this 
question. 

So,  whatever  the  local  agent  may  have  said 
as  to  the  condition  of  the  contract,  was  a 
mere  expression  of  opinion  as  to  a  matter  of 
law  in  respect  to  which  both  parties  were 
equally  chargeable  with  knowledge.  It  seems 
tons  clear  that  only  because  of  the  inference 
to  be  drawn  from  the  rejection  of  the  instruc. 
tion  asked  by  the  defendant,  and  the  giving 
of  the  instruction  with  this  suggestion  of  false 
representation  or  deceit,  can  the  verdict  of 
the  jury  be  accounted  for. 

A  single  further  matter  z-equires  notice, 
and  we  mention  it  simply  to  indicate  that  we 
have  considered,  although  we  do  not  decide, 
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the  question  involved  therein:  The  contract 
of  insurance  is  a  peculiar  contract,  especially 
when  made  with  a  mutual  insurance  company, 
for  although  in  terms  a  contract  with  a  cor- 
poi-ation  it  is  in  substance  a  contract  between 
the  insured  and  all  other  members  of  that 
company.  The  character  of  this  contract  was 
fully  considered  and  discussed  by  this  court 
in  New  York  Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Statham  et  al., 
(93  U.  S.  24,)  and  to  that  case  we  refer  with- 
out quotation.  Now,  whether  the  insurance 
company,  if  the  law  of  New  York  be  applic- 
able, could  insist  upon  a  forfeiture  without 
giving  the  notice  presci-ibed  by  the  statutes 
of  that  state,  and,  enforcing  it,  forfeit  all  pre^ 
miums  paid,  all  obligation  for  the  return  of 
the  surrender  value,  all  right  of  the  insured 
by  subsequent  payments  to  continue  the  pol- 
icy in  force,  is  one  question.  But  it  is  a  very 
different  question  whether  the  executrix  of 
the  insured,  after  his  long  delinquency  in  the 
payment  of  premiums,  can  enforce  the  con- 
tract as  against  the  other  insured  parties, 
thereby  diminishing  their  interest  in  the 
accumulated  reserve.  Ordinarily  no  one  can 
enforce  a  contract  unless  on  his  part  he  per- 
forms the  stipulated  promise,  and  it  may  be 
that  this  rule  is  operative  in  this  case.  We 
do  not  care  to  decide  the  question,  and  only 
mention  it  for  fear  that  it  should  be  assumed 
we  had  overlooked  it.  It  is  a  question  which 
may  never  arise  in  the  future  litigation  of 
this  case,  and  until  it  necessarily  arises  we 
do  not  feel  called  upon  to  decide  It. 


Fairy  Tales! 

THE    VICTOKIA-MONTKEAL   FIKE    INS.    CO. 

The  following  newest  version  of  "Fairy 
Tales"'  is  taken  from  a  lai-ge  display  advertise- 
ment in  the  Montreal  Star  of  May  8,  1900  : 

The  average  loss  ratio  of  all  companies  operat- 
ing in  Canada  and  the  United  States  during  the 
ten  years  ending  December  31st,  1898,  was  58.22  per 
cent,  of  the  net  premiums  received;  leaving,  after 
deduction  of  the  expenses,  and  without  including 
.  the  immense  sums  received  as  interest  upon  invest- 
ments, a  large  margin  of  profit. 

The  ratio  of  losses  to  premiums  received  in  Can- 
ada for  1899  was  the  smallest  for  ten  years,  the 
average  being  56.02  per  cent.  The  loss  ratio  of  the 
•■Victoria-Montreal"  from  May  15th,  1899,  the  date 
upon  which  the  company  commenced  business,  to 
Dec.  31st.  of  the  same  year,  was  only  15.04  per  cent. ; 
while  the  loss  ratio,  on  its  total  premiums  from  the 
date  of  its  starting  business  to  the  present  time 
has  not  exceeded  15  per  cent. ;  showing  that  every 
care  has  been  exercised  in  the  selection  of  its 
risks. 

The  "Victoria-Montreal"  will,  so  far  as  it  is  pos- 
sible to  do,  abide  by  the  rules  and  rates  of  the 


Canadian  Fire  Underwriters'  Association,  charg- 
ing the  same  rates  of  premium  as  the  companies 
belonging  to  the  board.  But,  as  it  wishes  to  have 
the  remaining  fifth  of  its  capital  held  in  the  same 
way  as  the  portion  already  subscribed  for,  not  be- 
tween a  few  capitalists,  but  among  the  solid  prop- 
erty owners  of  the  Dominion;  and,  as  it  desires  to 
obtain  as  much  as  possible  of  the  business  of  this 
class,  which  it  has  found  to  be  of  great  value,  it 
will  give  to  each  investor  subscribing  for  five  or 
more  fully  paid  shares  the  same  privilege  that  has 
been  given  to  its  present  shareholders,  by  deliver- 
ing to  him  an  agreement' to  allow  a  rebate  of  20  per 
cent,  off  the  regular  tariff  rates,  on  all  premiums  of 
policies  covering  on  his  property  to  the  extent  of 
the  full  gross  line,  including  reinsurance,  which 
this  company  can  write  thereon. 

This  privilege  is  to  remain  in  force  for  a  period 
of  five  years. 

The  June  Coast  Review  paid  its  respects 
to  this  new  Montreal  company.  The  man- 
agers are  not  dealing  fairly  with  the  public, 
for  they  have  concealed  the  real  state  of  affairs 
by  ignoring  the  company's  unearned  premium 
liability.  A  small  initial  loss  ratio  is  always 
a  feature  of  a  new  company's  experience,  be- 
cause an  extraordinary  portion  of  the  premium 
income  is  necessarily  unearned.  The  man- 
agers of  the  Victoria-Montreal  are  not  deal- 
ing fairly  with  the  public  thus  appealed  to  in 
print. 

OxLY  A  Cold. — Let  any  one  sit  down  and 
go  carefully  over  the  list  of  deaths  of  people 
of  his  acquaintance,  and  if  he  has  uotpi-evious- 
ly  considered  the  question,  he  will  be  sur- 
prised at  the  large  number  of  them  which  can 
be  traced  to  a  "cold." 

It  is  now  the  purpo.se  of  the  writer  to  go  in- 
to the  question  exhaustivelj',  but  we  want 
the  simple  heading  of  this  article  to  serve  as 
a  reminder  that  in  ordinary  cases  when  a  man 
has  a  "cold"  that  is  giving  him  any  trouble, 
he  is  bound  for  the  cemetery,  unless  he  takes 
the  greatest  care  of  himself,  and  even  then  a 
single  exposure  may  carrj'  him  off.  The  grave- 
yards are  full  of  victims  of  "cold,"  and  al- 
though people  do  not  seem  to  realize  the  fact, 
the  number  of  deaths  attributable  to  "a  cold" 
in  answers  to  questions  in  applications  for  life 
assurance  fui'nish  striking  evidence  in  sup- 
port of  this  position. — Insurance  &  Finance 
Chronicle. 

If  every  company  would  hold  its  business  at 
any  cost,  in  time  of  rate  war,  there  never  would  be 
any  rate  war.  And  if  local  agents  would  be  con- 
tent with  the  regulation  commission  there  never 
would  be  any  rate  war. 


Railway  busines.s  is  believed  to  have  been 
a  losing  venture  thus  far  in  1900. 
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The  Pennsylvania  Fire  Insurance   Company. 

NOW    THREE-QUARTERS    OF     A    CENTURY 
OLD. 

The  old  Pennsylvania  Fire  has  turned 
the  third  quarter  of  a  century,  big  and 
hale,  and  handsomer  than  ever  as  to  net 
surplus.  The  years  bring  vigor  and  addi- 
tional strength  to  the  company,  for  the 
careful  management  lays  up  treasures  for 
the  further  protection  of  policyholders. 
The  net  surplus  now  amounts  to  nearly 
two  and  a  half  millions,  or  over  six  times 
the  amount  of  the  capital. 

The  total  assets  exceed  $5,170,000,  of 
which  nearly  60  per  cent,  is  surplus  as  re- 
gards policyholders.  The  excellence  of 
indemnity  like  this  speaks  for  itself. 

The  Pennsylvania  has  been  doing  busi- 
ness on  this  Coast  for  twenty-eight  years. 
The  present  Pacific  department  is  now  in 
its  fifth  year.  Manager  T.  Edw.  Pope, 
assisted  by  Russell  W.  Osborn,  the  assist- 
ant manager,  and  an  active  stafT  of  well 
known  field  men,  has  built  up  a  handsome 
and  paying  business,  with  an  annual  pre- 
mium income  of  a  fifth  of  a  million  and 
an  average  loss  ratio  of  only  45  per  cent. 

Manager  Pope  also  represents  the 
Union  of  Philadelphia,  a  company  nearly 
a  centui-y  old,  with  a  good  net  surplus. 


The    level  of   ignorance  is  about  that  of 
the  local  agency  fountain. 


The  building — store  and  dwelling  com- 
bined— had  been  vacant  two  years.  On 
the  corner,  in  the  suburb  of  a  suburb, 
with  no  sidewalk  in  front.  Did  the  ownei" 
have  any  trouble  in  procuring  insuranie'r' 
Not  on  your  tintype  I  He  wasoverinsured 
on  a  long  vacant  and  unsalable  piece  of 
property.  Result,  an  incendiary  tire.  The 
local  agent  was  not  wholly  responsible. 
There  are  other  fools  besides  Col.  Alson 
Old. 


Complaint  is  often  made  of  the 
prevailing  ignorance  of  the  principles 
of  insurance.  Well,  are  not  the  in- 
surance- companies  themselves  largely 
responsible  for  this  ignorance,  with  the 
prejudice  and  hostile  legislation  that  it 
involves,  by  reason  of  the  character  of 
many  of  the  agents  whom  they  appoint? 


Montana  Agents  Organize. 

The  local  agents  in  Butte,  Mont,  held  a 
meeting  on  July  ]8,  at  which  a  call  was  made 
for  the  organization  of  all  the  fire  agents  in  the 
state.  It  is  proposed  to  have  the  organization 
become  apart  of  the  national  organization  of 
locals.  The  state  meeting  is  called  for  Aug- 
ust 11,  at  Butte. 

The  objects  of  the  association  are  to  pro- 
mote correct  practices,  to  elevate  the  standard 
of  the  business,  and  to  encourage  improve- 
ments in  the  matter  of  the  construction  of 
buildings,  with  the  view  of  securing  the  low- 
est possible  rates  on  property. 

A  temporary  organization  was  effected  by 
the  selection  of  W.  T.  Boardman  as  president, 
J.  T.  O'Brien  as  secretary,  and  J.  R.  Thomp- 
son as  treasurer. 


The  Prescott  Conflagration. 

There  is  some  uncertainty  as  to  the  origin 
of  the  disastrous  fire  in  Prescott,  A.  T., 
July  14.  It  started  in  the  Scopel  block,  at 
about  11  o'clock  at  night.  An  hour  later  a 
stiff  breeze  sprang  up.  The  buildings  were 
dry  with  summer  heat,  and  water  in  the 
reservoir  was  low.  Altogether,  all  the  con- 
ditions were  exceptionally  favorable  for  the 
spread  of  the  flames— a  combination  not 
occurring  often  even  in  mining  towns. 

The  dynamiting  of  buildings  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  very  effective.  The  scarcity  of 
water  and  the  rising  wind  soon  left  the  fire 
department  powerless.  The  destruction  was 
almost  complete.  A  part  of  Chinatown 
escaped.  Every  saloon  in  town  was  destroyed. 
The  granite  walls  in  the  Scopel  block  crum- 
bled in  the  heat.  "Office  Row"  escaped  by 
the  use  of  wet  blankets.  The  property  loss, 
estimated  at  a  million,  doubtless  exceeded 
three-quarters  of  a  million. 


The  following  advertisement  appearing  in 
the  Evening  Telegraph  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  a  number  of  the  local  underwriters: 

"I  will  take  any  kind  of  merchandise  for  in- 
surance and  place  you  in  one  of  the  best  com- 
panies.    C  801,  Evening  Telegraph  OflBce." 

On  investigation  we  found  that  the  above 
was  an  adroit  method  employed  by  a  local 
agent  named  Boone  to  locate  parties  desii*- 
ing  insurance,  with  whom  the  terms  proposed 
might  be  effective  where  the  usual  practice 
would  fail. — United  States  Review. 
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Actuarial. 
Nearly  all  American  financiers  will 
ag"i'ee  that  a  lower  rate  of  interest  in  this 
countrj'  should  be  anticipated  in  the 
future  than  has  ruled  in  the  past.  The 
testimony  so  recently  gathered  by  Pres- 
ident James  W.  Alexander  shows  this 
fact,  and  the  experience  of  the  last  thirty 
years  amounts  almost  to  a  demonstration. 
Whether  the  time  has  come  when  a  max- 
imum rate  of  3  per  cent,  should  hereafter 
be  assumed  for  life  insurance  purposes  is 
a  dilTerent  question,  upon  which  opinions 
will  be  divided.  If  it  was  a  question  de 
novo  of  computing  piemiums  and  re- 
serves, I  have  littlG  doubt  that  a  3  per 
cent,  standard  would  be  generally  adopt- 
ed. But  the  change  of  standard,  with 
the  complications  which  it  involves,  raises 
the  query  whether  such  change  is  called 
for,  and  if  so,  when.  According  to  the 
last  report  of  the  Massachusetts  com- 
missioner, the  interest  earnings  of  the 
companies  reporting  were  5>2  per  cent, 
on  their  mortgage  investments,  and  about 
■i}i  on  other  securities.  Protected  as  they 
are  by  other  profit  margins,  I  presume 
that  the  safety  of  the  companies  will  not 
be  seriously  disputed  unless  the  obtain- 
able rate  should  fall  below  4  per  cent,  and, 
as  the  commissioner  says,  the  companies 
should  have  some  justification  for  raising 
their  rates  from  10  to  20  per  cent.  The 
justification  must  be  sought  in  the  im- 
minence of  the  apprehended  fall.  The  vol- 
untary action  of  some  of  our  leading 
companies,  however,  shows  that,  in  the 
judgment  of  theii*  officers,  the  time  has 
come  when,  as  a  matter  of  precaution,  3 
per  cent,  should  be  assumed,  at  least  for 
future  contracts. — Walter  S.  Nichols. 

The  world  is  full  of  persons  who  ai"e 
only  able  to  do  what  they  are  told,  and 
who  must  be  kept  continually  under  the 
eye  of  a  superioi"  officer.  Those  who 
wish  to  rise  above  this  lower  level  must 
show  that  they  are  worthy  of  promotion. 
Self-reliance,  sound  judgment,  accuracy 
and  thoroughness  are  largely,  although 
not  entirely,  matters  of  temperament  and 
early  training,  but  education  is  quite  as 
necessary,  and  it    can    only  be  acquired. 


The  natural  and  the  acquired  qualifica- 
tions often  go  hand  in  hand,  however, 
for  the  man  who  is  thorough,  and  who 
wishes  to  come  to  correct  and  well-bal- 
anced decisions,  will  desiie  to  get  to  the 
bottom  of  things,  and  to  understand  for 
himself  the  why  and  the  wherefore  of  what 
he  does. — Thomas  B.  Macaulay. 

Twisting.— This  method  of  obtaining 
so-called  new  business  not  only  largely 
increases  the  percentages  of  expenses  and 
death  losses,  but  also  brings  discredit  to 
some  extent  upon  the  whole  business  of 
life  assurance.  The  only  defense  that  can 
be  made  by  any  officer  for  encouraging  or 
sanctioning  this  endeavor  on  the  part  of 
soliciting  agents  to  make  men  give  up 
policies  in  one  company  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  out  policies  in  another 
company,  is  that  his  company  will  proba- 
bly pay  larger  dividends  in  the  future. 
Saying  nothing  about  the  loss  of  reserve 
and  intei'est  in  surplus  which  is  generally 
involved  in  making  such  changes,  and  the 
double  initial  expense  for  commissions, 
medical  examinations,  etc.,  which  must 
be  incurred,  does  this  hope  of  larger 
future  dividends  justify  the  change?  The 
experience  of  the  past  may  not  be  dupli- 
cated in  the  future,  for  the  circumstances 
which  have  made  large  profits  possible  in 
some  companies  are  constantly  changing, 
and  the  elements  contributing  to  success 
in  this  dii-ection  are  not  necessarily 
permanent. 

Furthermore,  the  question  of  manage- 
ment must  always  be  considered,  for  those 
who  have  been  pre-eminent  must  die,  and 
in  the  future  great  administrative  talent 
may  be  developed  where  it  has  been 
wanting  in  the  past.  For  these  and  other 
reasons  which  might  be  given,  it  seems  to 
me  that  we,  as  actuaries,  should  use  our 
influence  in. favor  of  having  our  solicit- 
ing agents  instructed  not  only  to  stop 
"twisting,"  but  also  to  advise  every 
holder  of  a  policy  in  another  regular  com- 
pany to  keep  his  contract  in  force  unless 
they  shall  have  been  instructed  from  their 
home  office  that  this  other  company  is 
not  able  to  carry  out  its  contracts.  The 
adoption  of  a  rule  of  this  kind  would  not 
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only  remedy  a  great  evil,  but  would  also 
tend  to  the  establishment  on  a  permanent 
basis  of  harmonious  relations  among-  the 
different  companies. 

It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  the  chang- 
ing of  policies  from  one  form  to  another 
is  sometimes  encouraged  by  companies' 
officers,  and.  possibly  by  actuaries,  pro- 
vided that  the  new  policies  issued  in  lieu 
of  the  old  ones  are  taken  out  in  the  same 
company.  This  is  particularly  true  when 
the  the  old  contracts  terminated  are  paid- 
up  policies,  and  the  proceeds  are  applied 
to  pay  premiums  on  new  contracts.  I 
speak  from  experience  when  I  say  that 
changes  of  this  kind  are  not  justifiable  as 
a  rule,  even  if  the  full  reserve  should  be 
allowed  in  purchasing  the  old  policy. — Joe 
G.  Van  Cise. 

But  there  are  other  factors  affecting 
the  future  which  are  not  so  obvious. 
Were  inventions  at  an  end,  and  all  the 
world  in  the  shape  of  industrial  England 
and  America,  there  might  seem  little 
hope  for  the  future  of  the  interest  rate. 
But  to  view  this  question  in  all  its  breadth 
we  should  transport  ourselves  in  thought 
to  the  twentieth  century.  During  that 
century  England's  coal  and,  with  it, 
apparently,  her  present  industrial  mech- 
anism, will  practically  disappear.  There 
is  every  reason  to  expect  that  before  that 
time  arrives  new  sources  of  power,  calling 
for  changed  methods  and  places  of  pro- 
duction, will  have  superseded  the  old. 
In  theory  every  wave  beating  on  her 
shores,  and  every  tidal  current,  as  well 
as  the  sunlight  falling  on  her  plains,  can 
be  harnessed,  and  the  power  of  distant 
coal  fields  condensed  and  transported  to 
her  factories,  and  the  economic  revolution 
forced  on  England  is  likely  to  be  a  type 
of  what  will  be  going  on  elsewhere.  All 
this,  if  it  be  true,  means  the  wholesale 
destruction  of  old,  and  the  absorption  of 
new,  capital.  The  field  yet  open  to  the 
inventor  is  apparently  limitless,  and  the 
costly  experiment  of  to-day  becomes  the 
commercial  process  of  to-morrow.  A 
single  new  process  or  important  improve- 
ment may  wipe  out  millions  of  invested 
capital,  and  call  for  fresh  loanable  funds 


to  replace  them.  The  canals  of  our 
fathers,  dug  at  such  -an  enormous  outlay, 
have  lost  their  usefulness.  Thousands  of 
country  mills  are  rotting,  while  the  steam 
plants  of  Minneapolis  are  doing  their 
work.  Electric  light  and  power  are 
crowding  gas  and  steam  in  the  field  where, 
a  few  years  ago,  they  held  a  monopoly. 
The  sho)'t  haul  passenger  traffic  system 
of  the  country  has  been  revolutionized  by 
the  trolley,  and  it  is  a  debatable  question 
among  mechanical  engineers  whether  the 
long  haul  may  not  eventually  follow. 
This  would  mean  the  transform- 
ation of  our  entire  steam  ti'ansportation 
system.  A  small  percentage  of  Niagara 
is  already  in  harness.  The  great  milling 
centres  of  New  England  are  engaged  in  a 
desperate  struggle  to  save  their  invested 
capital  against  the  gi-owing  competition  of 
cheap  labor  and  newer  machinery  in  the 
South.  The  automobile  and  the  bicycle 
have  despoiled  the  stock  farms  of  the 
West.  The  telephone  has  come  in  to 
partially  displace  the  telegraph  and  the 
mail  for  local  service.  Such  are  only  a 
few  signal  instances  of  the  march  of  in- 
vention and  improvement  which  is  wiping 
out  millions  of  fixed  capital  and  calling 
for  new  to  take  its  place;  a  march  so 
rapid  that  new  processes  and  methods  are 
among  the  chief  risks  of  invested  capital. 
And  no  end  is  in  sight,  nor  reason  appar- 
ent, why  the  march  should  not  go  on  for 
a  century  to  come. — W.  S.  Nichols. 

We  have  reached  that  condition  in  act- 
uarial science  where  we  can  feel  much 
moi^e  confidence  in  our  estimates  of  the 
mortality  for  the  next  fifty  years  than  in 
regard  to  estimates  of  the  interest  rate  for 
the  same  period.  A  difference  of  1  per 
cent,  in  interest  may  mean  the  difference 
between  success  and  failure  for  a  life  in- 
surance company.  Fluctuations  have  been 
very  great  in  the  past,  and  there  is  no 
reason  to  expect  that  thei'e  will  not  be 
considerable  fluctuation  in  the  future. 
Cicero  states  in  one  of  his  letters  that 
Brutus  took  48  per  cent.;  Adam  Smith 
gives  the  rate  interest  in  Bengal  during 
the  eighteenth  century  as  40,  50  and  60 
per  cent.     On  the  other  hand,  about   the 
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niiddle  of  the  eighteenth  century  the 
English  g'overnment  borrowed  money  at 
3  per  cent.,  and  France  passed  a  law  mak- 
ing all  interest  above  2  per  cent,  illegal. 
At  the  present  time  United  States  Ex- 
tended 2  per  cent,  bonds  are  quoted  at  a 
little  above  par. — H.  J.  Messenger. 

1  MIGHT  refer  also  to  the  supposition 
that  the  rate  of  mortality  must  increase 
continually  with  every  advancing  year 
of  adult  life.  Most  of  our  graduation 
formulas  are  based  upon  this  theory,  and 
yet  its  accuracy  has  still  to  be  proved,  at 
least  for  the  period  of  young  manhood, 
between  ages  twenty  and  twenty-five. 
There  are  indications  that  the  rate  of 
mortality  at  ages  twenty  to  twenty-three 
is,  at  least,  in  many  communities  or 
groups,  greater  than  for  ages  twenty-four 
to  twenty-seven.  We  are  in  the  habit  of 
brushing  aside  such  peculiarities  of  an 
experience  under  the  supposition  that 
they  are  merely  accidental  fluctuations, 
but  the  persistence  with  which  the  same 
results  are  found  under  different  circum- 
stances may  well  make  us  doubt  the 
soundness  of  the  theory  on  which  we  set 
them  aside. — Macaulay. 

Female  Risk.— Turning  now  for  a 
moment  to  the  question  of  female  life, 
what  a  number  of  fallacies,  now  mostly 
exploded,  are  brought  to  view.  In  the 
early  part  of  the  century,  and  in  fact  up 
till  about  1843,  it  was  more  or  less  generally 
supposed  that  assured  women  lived  longer 
than  men,  and  many  of  the  companies 
actually  issued  policies  to  them  on  terms 
more  favorable  than  those  which  they 
exacted  from  the  male  sex.  It  was  the 
publication  of  the  experience  of  the  seven- 
teen offices  that  overthrew  this  fallacy. 
There  are  now  no  companies,  so  far  as  I 
am  aware,  which  claim  that  women  are 
better  risks  for  life  assurance  than  men; 
but  on  the  other  hand,  there  are  some, 
including  practically  all  the  French  com- 
panies, which  have  gone  to  the  other 
extreme,  and  issue  annuity  bonds  at  the 
same  rates  to  both  sexes.— T.  B.  Macaulay. 

The  desire  for  gain  in  worldly  goods  is 
commendable,  but  needs  to    be    carefully 


directed.  It  should  never  be  allowed  to 
interfere  with  the  jjroper  development 
and  growth  of  the  man  himself;  earthly 
possessions  should  always  be  subordinate 
and  ministering  to  life.  Unfortunately, 
they  are  not  so  in  our  complicated  society. 
Too  often  the  man  falls  in  his  prime, 
borne  down  by  the  inevitable  cares  and 
burdens  of  his  calling.  Or,  even  if  he 
lives  to  attain  old  age,  perhaps  the  very 
wealth  that  was  almost  within  his  grasp 
eludes  him,  and  he  is  left  helpless  and 
penniless.  Against  both  these  contingen- 
cies the  best  possible  provision  that  intel- 
ligence and  wealth  can  make  is  to  be  had 
in  standard  life  insurance.  The  existence 
of  every  man,  whatever  his  physical 
strength  may  be,  is  subject  to  the  law  of 
average. — The  Manhattan. 


Rate  of  Interest. 

The  nineteenth  century  has  witnessed 
a  succession  of  tidal  movements  in  in- 
terest, approaching  periodicity,  and  cov- 
ering the  commercial  world;  only  thinly 
disguised  by  the  perpetual  and  iri-egular 
wave  movements  within  narrower  limits. 
Under  all  mediate  fluctuations,  there  was 
a  fairly  continuous  and  progressive  fall  of 
average  rates  throughout  Christendom 
for  thirty  years  after  1815;  a  similarly 
constant  rise  for  more  than  twenty-five 
years  after  1845;  and  then  a  still  more 
regular  and  universal  decline  for  nearly 
as  long  after  1872.  These  movements  did 
not  begin  or  culminate  everywhere  at  the 
same  time.  The  rise  about  the  middle  of 
the  century  began  in  Germany  and 
America  earlier  than  in  England,  and  the 
subsequent  fall  was  more  regular  and  un- 
interrupted in  France  and  Germany  than 
in  England  or  here.  Each  movement  was 
much  disturbed  by  local  and  temporary 
influences,  especially  by  wars,  legislation 
and  commercial  crisis.  Yet  each  can  be 
traced  with  distinctness,  on  large 
averages,  as  an  event  in  universal  his- 
tory.— Lewis. 

If  we  may  trust  the  vague  evidence 
obtainable,  the  many  interest  rates  of  the 
Middle  Ages  in  England  ranged  around 
10  per  cent.     They  had    fallen    with    the 
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gradual  accumulation  and  increased  se- 
curity of  capital  to  something-  like  3  per 
cent,  a  century  ago.  Then  followed  the 
great  continental  wars  of  Europe,  the 
rise  of  standing  armies,  and  of  a  national 
debt,  and  the  rate  again  rose  with  in- 
creased absorption  of  capital.  With  the 
return  of  peace  it  again  fell,  until  the 
development  of  steam  transportation  and 
the  colonization  of  new  countries  since 
1840  created  another  rise.  Again  the  ac- 
cumulation of  wealth  overtook  the  de- 
mand, and  from  1870  onward  we  have 
witnessed  a  steadily  declining  rate.  What 
most  strongly  impresses  us  is  our  per- 
sonal observations  since  1870,  which  is 
but  a  single  fluctuation  of  the  historic 
rate. 

The  2  per  cent,  of  Holland  a  hundred 
years  ago  was  its  inferior  limit.  New 
doors  began  to  open  and  absorb  the  sur- 
plus funds.  May  we,  too,  not  be  near 
our  inferior  limit?  Theindustrial  nations 
of  Europe  and  America  comprise  a  small 
percentage  of  the  world's  people.  What 
changes  are  to  follow  the  development  of 
Russia,  the  opening  doors  of  Asia,  and 
the  colonizing  of  Africa,  not  to  speak  of 
other  corners  of  the  globe,  we  cannot 
even  dream.  When  the  tombs  of  the 
Pharaohs,  and  the  haunts  of  the  Bedouin, 
and  the  borders  of  Tartary  are  being  in- 
vaded by  the  steam  road,  and  the  buzz  of 
the  trolley  can  be  heard  in  the  streets  of 
Seoul,  and  Mongolian  Japan  throws  aside 
her  seclusion  and  dons  the  cloak  of  West- 
ern civilization,  what  adequate  picture 
can  be  framed  of  the  pi-obable  demands 
for  capital,  or  its  productive  power  dur- 
ing the  century  to  come? — W,  S.  Nichols. 

This  series  of  facts  negatives  many 
current  theories.  It  utterly  destroys  the 
fancy  that  abundance  of  money  in  itself 
makes  interest  low.  The  most  marked 
and  general  rise  of  rates  ever  known  was 
in  progress  for  the  twenty  years  after  the 
discoveries  in  California  and  Australia, 
which  suddenly  multiplied  by  twelve  the 
world's  yearly  supply  of  new  gold.  In 
London,  from  April,  1852,  to  January 
1853,  the  bank  rate  was  two  per  cent., 
and  a  common  topic   of  conversation,    in 


view  of  these  discoveries,  was  "the  utter 
hopelessness  of  there  ever  being  again  a 
high  i*ate  of  interest  in  this  country." 
Yet  the  minimum  bank  rate  rose  steadily 
to  live  per  cent,  in  1853,  and  higher  in 
succeeding  years,  and  did  not  stand  at 
the  low  average  maintained  from  1850  ,to 
1854  during  any  subsequent  lustrum  until 
after  1893.  The  same  set  of  facts  refutes 
with  equal  conclusiveness  the  theorem 
taught  by  many  economists,  that  in- 
creased wealth  and  economic  progress  of 
themselves  lower  interest  rates.  Since 
the  rate  at  any  time  and  place  must  be 
immediately  determined  by  the  relation 
between  the  supply  of  available  capital 
and  the  demand,  an  increase  of  such  capi- 
tal must  tend  to  lower  the  rate,  if  the  de- 
mand remains  the  same.  But  to  show 
that  advanced  civilization  and  growing 
wealth  lower  the  rate,  it  must  be  proved 
that  these  changes  do  not  increase 
the  demand,  or  do  not  increase  it  so 
rapidly  as  the  supply.  No  such  proof  has 
been  or  can  be  found. — Lewis. 


Salary  Insurance. 

A  Stanford  professor  wants  the  labor 
unions  to  provide  "out-of-employment" 
insurance,  as  well  as  strike  indemnity. 
Such  a  scheme  would  prove  a  great  fail- 
ure, and  would  break  up  the  unions  be- 
sides. 

Officers  of  an  Eastern  company  say  they 
have  investigated  this  project  thoroughly, 
and  have  concluded  that  it  would  never 
succeed  in  this  country.  Only  partial 
success  has  followed  similar  salary  insur- 
ance schemes  in  Switzerland,  Australasia 
and  in  other  countries  where  strikes  are 
infrequent  and  labor  conditions  are  per- 
manent. 

A  Relentless  Foe. 

It  is  well  to  remember  that  every- 
body has  one  relentless  foe.  In  a  double 
sense  this  is  true  of  women,  children  and 
dependents  generally. 

It  is  a  foe  unmoved  by  the  tears  of 
the  innocent,  by  the  lamentations  of  the 
helpless,  by  the  prayers  of  the  just.  It 
loves  the  obscure  and  the  shining  mark, 
and  strikes  all  ages  and  conditions  in  life. 
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Weeping  women  and  terrified  children 
stay  not  the  hand  of  this  arch  destroyer; 
nor  faith,  nor  hope,  nor  resolution,  nor 
conduct  beyond  reproach,  nor  all  the 
artillery  of  modern  medical  science. 

Life  is  so  rich  and  firm  and  seemingly 
everlasting-,  notwithstanding  all  in  evi- 
dence to  the  contrary,  that  it  seems  well 
to  think  on  these  things,  and  to  remind 
the  thoughtless. 

Everybody  has  the  one  relentless  foe 
who  will  surely  triumph.  Triumph?  It 
is  within  our  power  to  diminish  that 
triumph.  We  can  take  away  some  of  the 
sting  of  defeat,  some  of  the  victory  of  the 
deadly  embracing  earth.  , 

The  life  insurance  contract  makes  the 
holder  a  victor.  He  too  triumphs.  He 
yields,  but  he  wins.  The  relentless  foe 
that  does  him  seeming  evil,  enriches  his 
estate.  It  wounds  the  widow  and  the 
orphan,  but  is  forced  to  contribute  there- 
by to  their  relief.  This  is  the  divine 
mission  of  life  insurance. 


Life  Paragraphs. 

"Some  companies  have  declined  at  pres- 
ent to  pay  anything  on  Boer  lives  lost  in 
battle,  as  it  would  mean  'having  dealings 
with  the  enemy.'-'  So  says  the  Post 
Magazine  of  London. 

The  Fidelity  Mutual  Life's  receipts  for 
the  first  quarter  of  1900  were  $533,181.12. 
Excess  of  receipts  over  disbursements, 
$104,026.66.  Death  claims  and  payments 
to  policyholders,  $223,745.83;  new  busi- 
ness, $3,916,650;  net  ledger  assets  March 
31,  1900,  $2,708,860.22,  a  gain  during  the 
quarter  of  $104,785.44;  ratio  of  assets  to 
liabilities,  130. 

Indications  point  to  the  dropping  of 
the  insurance  feature  in  the  near  future 
by  the  B'nai  B'rith.  One  of  its  most 
important  districts,  comprising  most  of 
the  larger  Middle  West  states,  has  re- 
cently scaled  the  $1,000  benefit  down  to 
$700.  It  is  but  a  few  years  ago  since  this 
wealthy  Jewish  benevolent  order  estab- 
lished an  endowment  department. 

The  officers  of  a  big  life  company, 
while  looking  through  the  claim    papers 


of  one  Carl  Fi'itsche,  noticed  a  ragged 
hole  in  each  half  sheet  of  the  policy,  and 
lower  down  found  dark  spots  which,  in 
connection  with  the  holes,  looked  suspi- 
cious. Subsequent  investigation  brought 
to  light  the  fact  that  Carl  had  the  policy 
in  his  pocket  at  the  time  he  was  killed. 
The  wheels  of  the  train  cut  a  corner  of 
the  folded  policy.  The  dark  spots  were 
the  unfortunate  man's  blood.  Carl  re- 
ceived his  policy  on  Dec.  7,  1899.  He  was 
killed  Jan.  19,  1900.  Though  a  laborer 
he  had  a  level  head,  for  what  could  be 
more  appropriate  in  his  pockets  than  a 
life  insurance  policy  for  the  benefit  of  his 
family. 

At  Los  Angeles  in  Judge  Trask's  court, 
Leilla  A.  Hoyt  failed  in  her  effort  to 
establish  her  case  for  damages  against 
Dr.  Rebecca  Lee  Dorsey  in  the  sum  of 
$2,000.  This  is  the  case  wherein  the 
widow  Hoyt  bases  her  cause  of  action  on 
an  alleged  contract  between  Dr.  Dorsey 
and  the  late  Edgar  Hoyt,  whereby  the 
dues  on  a  beneficiary  certificate  were  to 
be  paid  during  Hoyt's  absence  in  Alaska, 
by  the  aforesaid  Dorsey.  Hoyt  was  gi'ub- 
staked  by  the  doctor  for  the  Alaska  trip, 
which  was  a  failure  owing  to  the  failing 
health  of  the  pi-ospector.  This  the  doctor 
claims  was  the  extent  of  the  contract  be- 
tween them,  although  admitting  that 
several  payments  of  delinquent  dues  were 
paid  out  of  her  purse  as  a  neighborly 
act.  The  certificate  was  allowed  to  lapse 
for  lack  of  funds,  and  Dr.  Dorsey  was  able 
to  show  in  court  that  there  was  no 
contract. 

Granting  that  it  would  be  right-^le- 
gally  right — to  limit  the  amount  of  life 
insurance  outstanding  to  be  maintained 
by  any  company,  would  such  limitation 
lower  the  '  heat  of  competitionV  Would 
there  not  quickly,  or  eventually,  develop 
a  similar  struggle  among  other  compan- 
ies for  ijrioi'ity  in  reaching  the  limit':' 
Probably  time  can  be  trusted  to  grant 
the  desired  relief.  The  giant  companies 
are  finding  it  harder  and  harder  to  safely 
invest  their  immense  sums  at  a  rate  of 
interest  required  by   law  or  by   competi- 
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tion.  The  necessity  of  meeting  competi- 
tion in  the  payment  of  dividends  has  been 
evaded  by  ingeniously  "'deferring"  them: 
but  even  in  this  form,  net  results  must  be 
disclosed  and  compared  with  those  of 
smaller  companies  earning  higher  inter- 
est on  their  more  easily  invested  assets. 
The  i-ecent  large  investments  by  "giant" 
companies  in  2  per  cent,  gavernment 
bonds,  and  in  Russian  and  Mexican  secur- 
ities, is  very  significant  of  vast  amounts 
of  idle  life  insurance  assets.  Their  com- 
petition for  new  business,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, is  the  pace  that  kills. 

A  CONTEMPORARY  "perpetrates"  the 
intimation  that  "deferred  dividends"  are 
not  dividends. 

The  Fidelity  Mutual  Life  will  soon 
issue  a  new  rate  book,  containing  new 
policy  forms. 

The  June  report  made  by  the  Ameri- 
can Legion  of  Honor  to  the  Massachusetts 
insurance  department  last  month  shows 
death  claims  for  five  months  $682. 500.  and 
receipts  for  the  same  period  $618,004. 
Death  claims  unpaid  are  $202,500. 

The  Equitable  leads  its  neighboring 
giants  in  amount  of  insurance  in  force  in 
foreign  countries  by  a  good  margin.  On 
January  1,  1900,  the  Equitable  had  in 
force  $267,047,747,  which  is  a  ratio  of 
25.32  of  its  total  in  force:  the  New  York 
comes  next  with  $253,840,670,  which  is  a 
ratio  of  22  38  of  total  in  force:  the  Mutual 
falls  gracefully  into  third  place  with  $162.- 
625,185,  which  is  15.47  of  total  in  force. 

Capitalist  :  I  have  just  taken  another 
million  of  life  insurance.  Friend:  If 
there  was  an  examination  the  premium 
must  have  been  pretty  steep.  Capitalist: 
It  was,  very,  on  a  sub-standard  basis;  but 
when  your  days  are  numbered  it  is  no 
time  to  quarrel  about  rates.  Friend:  And 
you  are  valuable  as  an  advertisement  to 
the  company — to-day,  when  you  pay,  and 
next  year,  when  they  pay. — Insurance 
Magazine. 

Commissioner  Cutting  of  Massachu- 
setts is  very  severe  in  his  strictures  on 
first  year  term  valuations,  in  his  life  in- 


surance  report    for    1900.     We    print    in 
part  as  follows: 

"Relj'ingr  upon  the  words  'for  the  term  of 
one  year,'  the  company  assumes  to  divide  tbe 
policy  into  two  parts,  the  one  part  to  be  a 
simple  term  insurance  for  one  year,  alleging 
it  to  have  no  relation  to  the  balance  of  the 
contract;  and,  by  virtue  of  such  division,  in- 
sists that,  as  one  year  term  insurances  have 
no  reserve  at  the  end,  therefore  this  policy 
shall  not  be  charged  with  the  first  year's  re- 
serve that  fairly  attaches  to  it  as  an  ordinary 
whole  life  policy. 

"The  advantage,  to  the  company  by  this 
operation  is  that  it  would  thus  be  able  to 
appropriate  to  its  own  use  and  profit  the  first 
year's  reserve  on  all  such  policies,  and  the 
protection  of  this  reserve  to  his  policy  which 
the  policyholder  has  paid  for  in  full  is  diverted 
from  his  benefit  without  giving  him  the 
slightest  pretense  of  an  equivalent  of  any 
sort  whatever.  They  simply  want  it,  and 
take  it." 

The  Coast  Review  has  no  sympathy 
with  Commissioner  Cutting's  narrow 
views.  Rebating  is  responsible  for  the 
issuance  of  one  year  term  contracts,  and 
the  commissioner's  reference  to  "this  re- 
serve [on  the  first  year's  premiums] 
which  the  policyholder  has  paid  foi"  in 
full"  is  therefoi-e  not  a  little  amusing. 

Foreign  missionaries  have  heretofore 
been  able  to  place  insurance  on  their  lives 
in  about  all  of  the  old  line  companies. 
The  missionaries  are  as  a  class  good  in- 
surers, and  owing  to  the  very  low  mortal- 
ity average  rate  in  their  ranks  the  risks 
are  eagei-ly  sought  after  by  all  the  com- 
panies except  two.  One  missionary  soci- 
ety sent  out  to  Asiatic  points  in  the  ten 
years  ending  in  1899.  5,456  men  and  women 
who  were  insured,  of  which  number  only 
47  died  during  the  period  covered.  The 
mortality  rate  for  both  sexes  during  the 
ten  years  was  8.6.  The  conditions  that 
exist  in  China  at  this  writing  will  no  doubt 
cause  a  severe  advance  in  the  premium 
rate  for  foreign  missionaries.  From  the 
latest  advices  it  would  appear  that  many 
missionaries  sent  into  northern  China 
have  been  murdered. 

The  foreign  editor  of  The  Weekly 
Underwriter    has   reproduced    from    the 
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columns  of  our  esteemed  Parisian  contem- 
porary L 'Argus  an  exposure  of  the  secret 
machinations  of  an  American  life  insur- 
ance company,  which  had  for  their  object 
the  hiring  of  no  less  a  personage  than 
His  Holiness  the  Pope  as  a  general  agent 
of  the  company  for  the  whole  world.  The 
scheme  embraced  a  private  mandate  by 
the  Holy  See  to  all  its  clergy,  and  through 
them  to  all  the  faithful,  to  take  out  poli- 
cies of  life  insurance  in  this  company,  and 
on  this  underwriting  the  Sovereign  Pon- 
tiff was  to  receive  a  net  commission  of  38 
per  cent,  of  the  first  premiums  (with  no 
mention  of  renewals),  which  would  create 
a  sum  vastly  lai'ger  than  Peter's  pence,  of 
which  it  would  be  the  substitute.  Osten- 
sibly this  stupendous  project  originated 
in  the  brain  of  the  Belgian  manager  of 
the  company,  but  L 'Argus  sees  behind 
that  brain  the  audacious  company  and 
behind  the  company  the  spirit  of  that 
pushing  Yankee  nation  whose  presump- 
tuousness  is  the  natural  product  of  its 
immaturity. 

The  agent  who  fails  is  the  agent  who 
makes  arguments  parrot-fashion,  because 
he  has  heard  some  one  else  make  them,  be- 
cause he  has  heard  that  some  one  else  was 
successful  in  using  them,  because  he  hopes, 
in  a  half-hearted  sort  of  way,  that  they  may 
get  a  signature  on  that  dotted  line.  The 
agent  who  fails  is  the  one  who  goes  at  a 
man  only  half  believing  he  is  going  to  in- 
sure him,  any  way — yes,  who  only  half 
believes  in  life  insurance^who  has  taken 
up  life  insurance  as  a  make-shift,  without 
any  definite  idea  as  to  whether  or  not  he 
is  going  to  remain  in  the  profession — who 
has  taken  it  up  simply  to  get,  perhaps,  a 
living  out  of  it  for  a  little  while. — Geo. 
A.  Perkins. 

This  journal  was  the  first  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  while  the  ordinary 
assessment  life  insurance  association  had 
practically  .disappeared,  just  as  much 
assessment  life  insurance  continued  to  be 
written.  The  fraternal  insurance  scheme 
has  been  substituted  for  the  old  counter- 
feit assessment  life  insurance  company. 

A  Chicago  physician  says  alcohol  is 
not  a  stimulant.     On  the  contrary,  it  is  a 


depi-essant,    a  paralyzer,    an    anaesthetic, 
lowering  vitality. 

The  National  Life  of  the  United  States 
is  now  free  from  the  blight  of  Henry  J. 
E\irber. 

Wauted.— One  hundred  Episcopalians  who  will 
Insure  their  lives  for  $1,000  each,  and  make  the 
Western  diocese  of  Missouri  the  beneficiary.  Poli- 
cies to  be  on  the  tontine  plan.  Addi-ess.  C.  H. 
Nearlng,  Kansas  City.— Kansas  City  Journal. 


The  Lady   Canvasser. 

How  can  a  nuiu  refuse  her  when 

A  dainty  maid  demure 
Presents  him  with  a  form,  and  tlion 

Entreats  him  to  insureV 
Her  winning  smiles  will  make  hlni  pause, 

She'll  melt  his  harshest  rigour, 
Until  he  takes  her  form,  because 
He"s  taken  by  her  figure! 
He'd  never  relent 
To  a  male  agent. 
But  he's  captured  at  once  by  her, 
The  coaxing,  hoaxing. 
Dutiful,  beautiful 
Lady  Canvas-ser! 

The  sternest  man  beneath  her  eyes 

Would  feel  his  coldness  fail. 
For,  ah,  his  masculine  disguise 

Is  not  a  suit  of  mail! 
And  from  her  lily  hand,  to  please 

A  maid  so  sweet  and  steady. 
He'll  take  proposal  forms,  though  he's 

A  married  man  already! 
Wliat  men  before  or  past  their  primes 

To  please  her  would  disdaiu? 
Though  they  insured  a  hundred  times. 

They  would  insure  again. 
Not  one  would  from  her  gentle  hands 

Escape  by  any  strife 
When  such  a  canvasser  demands 
His  money  and— his  life! 

Though  they'd  say '■  Get  out!  " 
To  a  masculine  tout. 
They  cannot  say  that  to  her. 
The  simply,  dimply, 
liapturing,  capturing. 
Lady  Canvas-ser! 

—London  Critic. 

There  goes  a  well-known  writer,  yet  people 
don't  seem  to  care  to  talk  to  him.  Gilkens — 
"What  does  he  write?"  Bilkins— "Insur- 
ance." -"Ohio  State  Journal." 

FiKE  insurance  adjusters  are  like  eggs — 
they  are  superlatively  good  or  Irredeemably 
bad.  A  bad  egg  can't  do  any  good  and  it  can 
do  a  lot  of  harm.  And  so  can  an  adjuster  who 
regards  himself  as  the  outside  partner  in  a 
slick  confidence  game.  Unfortunately,  there 
are  a  few  such  at  large  helping  to  spoil  the 
honorable  business  0/  fire  insurance. — Insur- 
ance Herald. 
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Insurance  Laws  oi  the  Pacific  Coast. 

We  have  been  favored  with  the  following 
communication  from  Manager  Herbei-t  Folger, 
of  the  Phoenix  of  Hartford,  in  relation  to  the 
Coast  Review's  abridgement  of  the  laws  of 
the  Pacific  Western  states  and  territories: 
Seattle,  Wash.,  July  12,  1900. 
Editor  Coast  Review: 

I  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  sugges- 
tions in  connection  with  your  s-ummary  of 
laws  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  issued  as  an  extra : 

ARIZONA. 

Under  the  head  of  "Bonds"  it  should  be 
stated  that  under  a  statute  enacted  in  1899  it 
is  provided  that  all  bonds  of  the  character  re- 
quired by  the  old  section  may  be  given  by 
suretj'  companies  satisfactory  to  the  territo- 
rial treasurer.  The  ti-easurerof  the  territory 
has  signified  his  willingness  to  accept  bonds 
this  year  made  by  the  American  Surety  Com- 
pany and  others  of  high  standing.  It  is  more 
satisfactory  to  some  companies  to  pay  the  an- 
nual premium  required  for  such  a  bond  than 
to  place  themselves  under  obligations  to  indi- 
vidual citizens. 

MONTANA. 

It  would  be  well  to  state,  in  connection 
with  the  resident  agent  law,  that  policies 
covering  both  direct  insurance  and  reinsur- 
ance must  be  signed  by  resident  agents. 

Under  the  head  of  "  Taxes  "  you  imply  that 
the  premiums  on  reinsurance  policies  written 
in  this  state  must  be  taxed,  irrespective  of 
the  premiums  on  the  original  policies  rein- 
sured. The  general  agent  of  the  North  Brit- 
ish &  Mercantile  Insurance  Company  has  a 
letter  from  the  commissioner  stating  that  it 
is  not  his  intention  to  require  taxation  of  re- 
insurance premiums  where  taxes  have  been 
paid  on  the  original  premiums. 

OKEGON. 

Under  the  head  of  "Resident  Agents"  it 
would  be  well,  in  connection  with  this  state, 
also  to  remark  that  all  policies,  both  direct 
and  reinsurance,  must  be  signed  by  resident 
agents. 

Under  the  head  of  "  Agents  "  a  typograph- 
ical error  occurs  by  which  you  have  stated 
that  two  agents  may  be  appointed  in  cities  of 
400,000  inhabitants  instead  of  40,000. 

WASHINGTON. 

Under  head  of  "Anti-Compact"  it  might 
be  advisable  to  revise  the  wording  to 
read,  "  Any  compact  or  combination  hy  compa- 
nies,^^ etc.  This  suggestion  is  made  for  the 
reason  that,  as  the  statute   refers  to  compa- 


nies and  not  to  their  agents,  it  has  been  held 
so  far  by  the  state, authorities  that  an  associ- 
ation of  agents  for  the  inspection  and  supervi- 
sion of  insurance  risks,  and  to  suggest  proper 
rates  thereon,  is  not  unlawful. 

Under  the  head  of  "Agents"  it  might  be 
stated  that  reinsurance  policies  are  not  re- 
quired to  be  signed  by,  resident  agents, 
although  this  is  not  a  part  of  the  law,  and  it 
may  not  be  your  purpose  to  set  out  the  rulings 
of  commissioners,  except  where  they  are  posi- 
tive instead  of  negative  in  character. 

HERBERT  FOLGEH. 


Do  Mice  Ever  Ignite  Matches? 
An  investigation  extending  over  a  period  of 
nearly  three  months  has  been  made  by  a 
number  of  Boston  insurance  men  in  order  to 
determine  whether  fire  can  be  caused  by  rats 
or  mice  and  matches.  The  tests  were  carried 
on  in  a  cage  made  of  ii'on  pipe,  covered  with 
galvanized  iron  netting,  in  which  a  tin  box 
partly  filled  with  cotton  waste  was  placed  for 
a  nest.  Rats  and  mice,  singly  or  several  at  a 
time,  were  confined  for  longer  or  shorter 
periods,  within  this  cage,  in  which  sulphur 
matches,  parlor  matches,  and  safety  matches 
were  also  placed.  The  creatures  were  alter- 
nately fed  and  allowed  to  go  hungry.  During 
the  experiments  with  the  mice,  apparently 
none  of  the  matches  were  gnawed,  but  two  of 
the  safety  matches  were  carried  by  them 
into  their  nest.  On  the  other  hand,  the  rats 
ignited  the  sulphur  matches  by  gnawing 
them,  which  is  pretty  strong  evidence  that 
common  sulphur  matches  can  be  ignited  by 
rats. 

Fire  Notes. 

A  CAT  upset  a  lighted  coal-oil  stove  in  San 
Francisco,  and  it  required  the  services  of  the 
fire  department  to  save  the  house  from  total 
destruction.     Did  the  cat  come  back  i 

Marshal  Towe  of  San  Francisco  has  sug- 
gested to  the  commissioners  that  the  super- 
visors be  asked  to  compel  all  dealers  in  oil  to 
suri'ound  their  oil  and  gasoline  tanks  with 
brick  or  concrete  a  foot  thick  and  at  least 
four  feet  higher  than  the  tanks. 

Chief  Strohm  of  Los  Angeles  gave  the 
companies  of  his  department  that  respond  to 
alarms  from  the  Bunker  Hill  avenue  box  a 
try  out  quite  recently.  Two  engine  companies 
and  one  chemical  responded,  and  thej'  were 
all  ready  for  fighting  fire  within  six  minutes 
after  the  hook  on  the  alarm  was  pulled.  Need 
for  additional  fire  protection  on  the  hills  is  be- 
ing argued  belore  tlie  commissioners. 
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First  Six  Months  San  Francisco  Premiums. 


Aachen  &  Munich 

--Etna 

Agricultural 

Alliance 

American.  Pa 

American.  X.  J. 

American,  NY 

American.  Boston 

American  Central 

Assur.  Co.  of  America  .  .  . 

Atlas 

Baloise 

Boston 

British  America 

Caledonian 

Caledonian-American  .  .  . 
Commercl  Union.  Lon.  .  . 
Commerc'l  Union  N.  Y.    .  . 

Connecticut     

Continental 

Delaware 

English  American  .    . 

Equitable.  R.  I 

Fire  Association 

Fireman's  Fund 

Franklin 

German-American 

Girard     .  .  : 

Glens  Falls     .  .   .  ' 

Greenwich 

Hamburg-Breoiin 

Hanover    

Hartford 

Helvetia  Swiss 

Home 

Home  Mutual 

Imperial 

Ins.  Co.  Xorth  America  .  . 
Ins.  Co.  State  of  Penn.     .  . 

Kings  County 

Lancashire 

Law  Union  &  Crown  .... 

Lion 

Liverpool  &  Lon.  &  Globe  . 
London  &  Lancashire  .  .  . 
London  Assurance  

Magdeburg 

Magdeburg,  X.  Y 

Manhattan 

Manchester 

Mercantile 

Merchants,  N.  J 

Milwaukee  Mechanics  .  . 
National  of  Hartford     .   .   . 

National  Standard 

Netherlands 

New  Hampshire 

New  Zealand 

Niagara    

North  British 

Xorth  German 

North  German.  N.  Y.  ... 
Northern  Assurance  .... 

N.  W.  National 

Norwich  Union    ...:.. 

Orient 

Palatine 

Pelican 

Pennsylvania 

Phenix.  Brooklyn 

Philadelphia  Underwriters 
Phoenix,  Hartford 


n<ij» 

J-S9 

JiSj 

;-&7 

1896 

*ia»4 

f  24.139 

i  20.995 

#29.189 

«2i.So4 

i:)3,-^cs 

*i7-959 

1S.966 

20.1S4 

34-265 

18,527 

15-19: 

23,^535 

5.547 

6.143 

7-664 

7.788 

16.781 

20,981 

39-»83 

21-555 

17.232 

26.751 

9.286 

10.663 

15,671 

11-575 

9-185 

8,383 

5.S42 

4,383 

7,192 

3- 1 73 

2,897 

3,652 

r.»3o 

5-627 

l,^iS 

4815 

7,364 

5.329 

6,169 

9,345 

4,433 

3,602 

10,376 

325 

456 

425 

14,439 

I7,5S9 

30.929 

12,465 

12.750 

12,778 

5-726 

4.931 

5-134 

3,026 

2. 70S 

5,2S« 

651 

1. 194 

904 

9-335 

9- 074 

10.228 

4-23S 

3.63S 

4,282 

13.941 

9,103 

14,806 

6.1S9 

9,629 

IM63 

2.560 

24.9'3 

26.010 

38,383 

2S.023 

26,394 

30.963 

832 

835 

929 

684 

7.18- 

7.872 

8.9*3 

9.531 

9.508 

7-533 

18,598 

17.661 

16-793 

8.S91 

5-930 

9.109 

1.6S9 

5,005 

3-404 

9,478 

7,239 

1-434 

1.531 

6,491 

6.3S4 

i2.;93 

S.703 

12.977 

7-=iS7 

31.210 

35-313 

58,541 

33-144 

27,937 

33-476 

4-643 

6,636 

9.466 

4-S59 

4,308 

5-631 

21,636 

19.189 

2S.S75 

15-254 

11,741 

21.330 

2.210 

1.616 

3-091 

2.056 

2.S02 

1-799 

9.117 

8.316 

1-513 

3.80S 

3-706 

32,653 

S3,--2» 

56.7tt4 

28,99s 

27.907 

29-4SS 

12.539 

12,545 

1S.496 

12.556 

I2.r66 

21-439 

24.943 

26.65S 

44,800 

16.39S 

17,174 

26.94S 

14.644 

i-i-9:9 

19,572 

13.032 

10.055 

24,973 

32,9^7 

26.045 

14.452 

9-785 

17.3S4 

5,806 

S.005 

7,183 

12,651 

10,410 

10.19S 

10.273 

16,925 

17,561 

32.03S 

19.231 

9.5*2 

11-234 

7-137 

7,955 

11.595 

6.551 

9-773 

7o8i 

960 

869 

21,215 

1,040 

1,196 

1,131 

978 

1.055 

26.367 

47,132 

23,732 

21.581 

21,093 

6,057 

S.472 

10,046 

9,051 

16.3:7 

11.207 

7.4:: 

10.1S9 

26,204 

31-95S 

44.523 

26.051 

22,494 

4S-657 

58,577 

74-357 

118.020 

65-509 

53.737 

55674 

17,407 

12.5S6 

21.771 

8,737 

9,543 

12,531 

15.016 

16.712 

26.853 

17,106 

8.283 

19-717 

2,OOS 

1,031 

242 

1.003 

• 

15,627 

15- lot 

24-763 

10.045 

12.S44 

152S7 

3-566 

3,633 

4,544 

.   .   . 

.   . 

S.427 

10.436 

13,15s 

10.329 

I2.90S 

14.S39 

23-330 

1-739 

5-422 

5,604 

10,257 

10.3S7 

13,233 

6,200 

5.737 

9.434 

307 

320 

171 

22,291 

1,758 

7,917 

S.9JS 

16,359 

13.25S 

11.386 

20,083 

10,070 

9,564 

11,060 

25,10s 

17,867 

1S.675 

26,977 

16.759 

13-705 

25311 

29.383 

31,596 

41,895 

1S.733 

20,780 

33.830 

2.097 

17.407 

12.5S6 

21.771 

S.737 

9-S43 

12,531 

7.042 

7-779 

24.365. 

12,272 

19,248 

20.455 

29,089 

10,822 

10.620 

11.305 

1.566 

3,415 

3-289 

3.353 

3-992 

4.057 

21,279 

16,170 

28,173 

19.56S 

13-9:3 

39,631 

2,150 

11.891 

10.018 

15,579 

9.199 

7.1-04 

S.S70 

8.513 

.   .   . 

4-354 

19-308 

3.092 

1,879 

13,280 

12.721 

12,623 

9-785 

i:.3S4 

5,So6 
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1900  1899  1898  1897  1896  *1894 

Phoenix.  London 22,081  21. Mg  38932  16.521  17.47S  22,902 

Prussian  National 9.650  11.205  19.J65  ■  11,829  7.641  29,139 

Providence- Washington 4,721  5-177  4.7S6  3.303  3.264  3,075 

Queen     9,478  9.074  18.  in  14-953  20,925  19.096 

Royal  Exchange  . 31-553  32.753  56714  22.744  24,057  42.105 

Royal 28,863  28,519  49-521  24,550  28,280  11,505 

Scottish  Union     10.322  11-S57  21.807  10.259  9.729  16,558 

Springfield 8.S80  9.194  11.318  6,163  6,259  7,721 

St.  Paul 4,884  4,837  6.664  3,876  3,457  3,837 

State 3-973  -  -   ■  -  -   ■  ■  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Sun 21,255  14-127  18,039  16.291  14,650  24,178 

Svea 10.349  10.204  14,856  9.461  9,232  5,428 

Teutonia 5,038  6,407  7,667  1.SS5  .   .   .  2,038 

Thuringia 33-344  43,426  74,152  25,368  ...  ... 

Thuringia-Americau 6,252  5.966  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Traders 3.4c6  2,704  3.398  3,991  .   .   .  7,058 

Transatlantic 24.995  28.500  32365  12.313  18,314  25.410 

Union  Assurance 12,086  16.450  14,412  8,831  10,091  17,827 

Union.  Pa 2.380  2,251  3.53S  3.328  884  965 

United  States 3-345  3,291  664  117  .  -   .  4,766 

Victoria 1-387  864  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Westchester 11.149  12.529  11,130  9.385  10.91 1  10.619 

Western 10.062  9.722  11,952  5,i95  5-457  5,709 

Williamsburg  City 4,467  6.047  9.095  ,1,991  2,054  1,754 

Total $1,113,265  fi, 117.097  .$1.635. 124  $853,453  $787-955        $1,170,916 

Totals  include  premiums  of  retired  companies.  "  Treaty  office"'  figures  are  included.  *  The  1894 
figures  are  those  of  a  normal  year,  before  the  rate  war.  189S  figures  include  a  good  deal  of  re-written 
term  business. 


The  Gasoline  Pot  Causes  a  Second  Fire  in  the 
Same  Building 
Painters  have  been  at  it  again  ^vith  the 
deadly  grasoline  torch  on  the  Lafayette  pri- 
mary school  house.  The  school  house  was  un- 
dergoing repairs  required  by  the  damage  done 
exactly  eight  weeks  ago  to  the  hour.  It  was 
at  that  time  partially  destroyed  by  fire,  the 
cause  of  the  fire  being  the  same  in  each  case. 
This  time  the  men  were  burning  off  old  paint 
on  the  roof  when  the  flames  from  the  gasoline 
torch  started  a  lively  blaze.  The  department 
again  saved  the  building  after  a  half-hour's 
hard  work.  The  June  Coast  Review  contained 
an  account  of  the  first  fire  and  the  escape  of 
500  school  children  from  the  burning  building 
mainly  through  the  firmness  and  presence  of 
mind  of  voung  women  teachers. 


The  absurdity  and  inequality  of  the  present 
system  of  rate  making  in  fire  insurance  is 
illustrated  by  the  rates  on  two  glass  works 
plants  situate  respectively  at  Corning.  N.Y., 
and  at  New  Bedford,  Mass.  The  former  cov. 
ers  an  area  of  about  lOO.OCO  square  feet,  is  so 
constructed  as  to  be  subject  to  destruction  by 
one  fire,  is  only  partially  protected  by  sprink- 
lers, use  a  fuel  system  that  is  not  approved 
and  employs  nearly  tlOO  hands.  The  latter  is 
only  about  one-fifth  the  size,  and  it  is  believed 
that  upon  inspection  it  would  be  shown  to  be 
a  better  risk,  yet  it  is  rated  at  fil.OO,  while 
the  former  gets  its  protection  at  50  cents.— 
Insurance  Register. 


The  .Orient  is  represented  in  the  Phillip- 
pines. 

After  Taxes. — In  Los  Angeles  the  firm  of 
Crandall,  Aylesworth  &  Co.  is  having  an  argu- 
ment in  the  courts  with  the  board  of  super- 
visors over  a  little  matter  of  $'226.  At  the 
time  the  firm's  store  was  burned  last  year 
the  assessment  on  the  property  was  §11,000, 
the  insurance  being  $120,000,  of  which  amount 
§90,000  was  recovered.  Pending  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  loss  the  firm  applied  to  the  county 
board  of  equalization  to  have  its  assessment 
raised  by  -?'20.000,  which  was  done.  The  8'2'26 
now  sued  for  by  the  county  is  the  tax  on  the 
extra  assessment. 

While  walking,  one  evening  recently,  the 
writer's  attention  was  attracted  by  the  bright 
flame  of  a  kerosene  lamp  near  a  window  of  an 
old  wooden  building  out  on  O'Farrel  street 
near  Taylor,  San  Francisco.  The  incident 
recorded,  presumably,  is  a  common  occurrence, 
but  all  the  same  it  was  a  flagrant  defiance  of 
policy  conditions.  Here  is  what  was  going  on  : 
An  elderly  woman,  while  seemingly  absorbed 
in  the  conversation  of  her  companion,  was  at 
the  same  time  leisurely  and  indifferently  en- 
gaged in  pouring  kerosene  from  a  can  into  a 
lamp  standing  on  a  table,  on  which,  not  four 
inches  away,  was  a  lighted  lamp.  These 
women  seemed  intelligent.  One  of  these  days 
the  law  of  probabilities,  defied  one  time  too 
many,  will  be  in  evidence  in  that  old  wooden 
building. 
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Another  Iowa    Mutual   Fire   Insurance    Com- 
pany Goes  to  the  Wall. 

THE    FIFTU    AVITUIX    A    YEAK. 

[From  the  Underwriters'  Review,  Des  Moines.] 

John  Sherman  has  been  appointed  receiver 
of  the  Millers  &  Manufacturers  Mutual  Fire 
Association  of  Des  Moines,  under  an  order  of 
court  directing  him  to  take  immediate  posses- 
sion of  all  the  property  of  the  company  and  to 
wind  up  its  affairs.  The  petition  for  receiver 
was  signed  by  C.  M.  Chittenden,  who  was  up 
to  a  few  months  ago  manager  of  the  company. 
The  petition  charges  that  the  company  is  in- 
solvent and  that  it  has  liabilities  of  about 
$11,000  on  account  of  unpaid  losses,  and  owes 
for  money  advanced  by  individuals,  the 
amount  of  which  is  not  known.  The  assets  of 
the  company  consist  of  premium  notes  of 
doubtful  value.  The  Millers  &  Manufact- 
urers was  given  a  certificate  on  the  first  of 
Julj',  1898,  so  that  it  had  been  in  business 
just  two  years. 

The  statement  showing  the  business  of  the 
company  for  the  remaining  part  of  the  year 
1898  shows:  Amount  written  during  the  year, 
$300,366;  cancelled,  $11,300;  losses  paid,  $46.3.5; 
amount  received  by  agents,  $3,123.95;  other 
expenses,  $910.66;  amount  received  from  as- 
sessments, $3,940.64;  from  other  sources, 
$1,200. 

The  business  of  this  company  for  1899,  as 
shown  by  its  statement,  shows:  Business 
written,  $846,510;  cancelled,  $280,350;  in  force 
December  31, 1899,  $855,226 ;  losses  paid  in  1899, 
$2,230.53;  paid  agents,  $9,069.38;  other  ex- 
penses, $1,292.28;  unpaid  losses,  $1,737.50;  re- 
sisted losses,  $3,300;  receipts  from  assess- 
ments, $13,856.44;  from  other  sources,  $811.75. 

EXPENSES    87c   ON   THE  $1.00. 

It  will  be  seen  from  these  statements  that 
up  to  the  first  of  January,  the  present  year, 
the  total  receipts  of  the  company  were,  $18,808.- 
83,  while  the  losses  paid  for  that  period  were, 
$2,276.88,  leaving  a  balance  of  receipts  over 
losses  of  $16,531.95.  In  other  words,  out  of 
every  dollar  received  eighty-seven  cents 
went  to  pay  "expenses,"  etc.,  and  thirteen 
cents  to  pay  losses;  for  each  dollar  of  losses 
paid  there  was  nearly  $8.00  collected  from  the 
advocates  of  "cheap"  insurance.  This  is  prob- 
ably what  is  known  in  mutual  circles,  "as 
getting  insurance  at  cost." 

In  this  way  the  mutual  policyholder,  who 
ignorantly  believes  that  regular  insui-ance 
companies  are  robbers,  is  made  to  feel  that  he 
is  giving  death  blows  to  the  stock  companies. 


This  way  of  conducting  the  insurance  busi- 
ness, we  are  told,  eliminates  all  selfishness 
from  the  business,  allows  those  public  ben- 
efactors not  otherwise  engaged  who  are  will- 
ing to  work  for  humanity  a  field  of  operation 
and  lifts  insui-ance  from  the  plane  of  mei-e 
business  up  to  the  higher  plane  of  co-operation 
and  helpfulness. 

THE    IOWA  MUTUAL  GKAVE  TAKD. 

The  Millers  &  Manufacturers  is  the  fifth 
Iowa  mutual  fire  insurance  company  to  fail 
within  a  year.  Four  of  them  being  Des 
Moines  companies.     The  following  is  the  list: 

The  Iowa  Mutual  Fire  of  Des  Moines. 

The  Mutual  Fire  of  Iowa  of  Des  Moines. 

The  Commercial  Mutual  Fire  of  Des  Moines. 

The  Millers  &  Manufacturers  of  Des  Moines. 

The  National  Church  Mutual  of  Lisbon. 

Other  Iowa  fire  companies  that  have  been 
added  to  the  insurance  grave  yard  within  the 
last  few  years  are  : 

The  Citizens  of  Waterloo. 

Mutual  Artisans  of  Muscatine. 

Northern  Mutual  of  Council  Bluffs. 

Safety  Mutual  of  Sioux  City. 

Davenport  Mutual  of  Davenport. 

Mutual  Guarantee  of  Clinton. 

Reliance  Mutual  of  Dubuque. 

Underwriters  Mutual  of  Sioux  City. 

The  failure  of  the  Millers  &  Manufacturers 
following  so  close  upon  the  failure  of  four 
other  prominent  mutuals,  ought  to  be  suffi- 
cient warning  to  the  public  as  to  the  general 
unreliability  of  this  class  of  companies. 


Messiah  Schweinfoutii.— The  angels  in 
Schweinforth  "heaven"  have  been  for  some 
time  past  growing  smaller  in  number,  so 
George  Jacob  has  decided  to  close  up  his 
"heaven"  and  go  into  the  insurance  busi- 
ness. George  is  $500,000  to  the  good,  all  good 
angel  property  too,  foregathered  to  his 
heaven  and  now  held  in  his  own  name.  So 
the  fraternity  may  now  find  a  good  angel  in 
George. 


The  EXTREMELY  bad  condition  of  several 
streets  in  the  lower  part  of  Vancouver's 
(B.  C.)  congested  district  has  led  to  the 
stiffening  of  rates  in  the  obstructed  portion. 
The  Board-of  Fire  Underwriters  in  Chicago 
at  one  time  found  it  expedient  to  increase  the 
rates  in  a  certain  portion  of  that  city  for  the 
same  reason.  In  Vancouver  the  department 
has  been  hampered  for  a  long  time  with  bad 
and  inaccessable  streets  in  the  old  business 
section  of  the  city. 
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Norwich  Union  Fire  Insurance  Society. 

The  annual  statement  of  this  centenar- 
ian company  gives  the  assets  as  $6,77-4,150, 
with  a  net  surplus  of  some  two  and  three 
quarter  millions. 

This  is  an  exhibit  of  strong  resources. 
The  premium  income  for  the  year  covered 
by  the  report  was  $4,843,626,  which  was 
a  gain  of  nearly  $139,000.  Th.e  results  of 
the  year's  transactions  left  a  very  hand- 
some balance  over  losses  and  expenses. 
The  loss  ratio  was  lower-  than  the  general 
average  for  British  offices. 

The  Norwich  Union  has  over  two  and 
a  third  million  dollars  assets  invested  in 
the  United  States,  of  which  over  a  million 
is  surplus.  The  annual  American  prem- 
ium income  is  a  million  and  a  half.  The 
company  has  been  very  successful  in  this 
country,  under  the  management  of  J. 
Montgomery  Hare. 

On  the  Pacific  Coast  the  Norwich  Union 
has  been  continuously  operating  so  many 
years  that  memory  runneth  not  to  the 
contrary.  The  Pacific  department  is  in 
charge  of  Wm.  H.  Lowden,  manager, 
who  is  making  aconspicuous  success.  The 
premium  income  of  the  department  last 
year  was  $178,747,  with  a  loss  ratio  of  only 
37.5  per  cent. 

At  the  recent  annual  meeting  of  the  so- 
ciety, in  Norwich,  Eng.,  the  president 
said:  "It  is  a  curious  fact  that  periods  of 
depression  and  prosperity  seem  to  run  in 
cycles,  as  evidenced  by  the  balance  sheets 
for  the  past  twenty  years.  While  regret- 
ting that  the  year  was  not  more  prosper- 
ous, the  directors  were  not  prepared  to 
admit  that  the  underwriting  of  the  so- 
ciety had  been  to  blame,  and,  under  simi- 
lar- conditions,  they  would  feel  justified  in 
continuing  to  pursue   the    same  policy." 


Big  Heads. — In  1152  hats — an  order- of 
ninety-six  dozen  for  a  hatter — ther-e  are 
102  with  sizes  exceeding  IX-  Of  the 
largest,  1^,  ther-e  are  thr-ee.  Men  who 
wear  8's  must  have  their  hats  made  to 
order.  The  late  H.  B.  Hyde,  founder  of 
the  Equitable  Life  Assurance  Society,  it 
is  said  wor-e  a  1^  hat.  Among  other 
New  Yor-k  wearers  of  this  sized  hat  ar-e  a 


police  captain,  an  ex-inspector  of  police, 
a  i^ublisher,  an  editor,  a  lawyer,  and  J. 
Pierpont  Mor-gan  and  other  bankers. 
The  cretins  of  Switzerland  also  have 
lai'ge  heads. 

San  Joaquin  Valley  Losses. 

Our  table  of  insurance  paid  in  the  coun- 
ties of  the  San  Joaquin  Valley  in  Cali- 
fornia, as  car*efully  compiled  by  this  jour- 
nal and  printed  in  the  July  Coast  Review, 
.proved  to  be  quite  a  sensation  in  the 
inter-ested  counties.  The  local  papers  have 
taken  up  the  subject  and  are  discussing  it 
in  a  very  sensible  way.  The  losses  have 
been  exceedingly  high,  and  we  have  taken 
the  best  way  to  bring  the  facts  home  to 
those  most  inter-ested. 

There  is  no  escape  from  the  conclusion 
that  rates  in  the  hot  valley  counties  should 
be  at  least  twice  the  average  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  state.  Ther-e  have  been 
other-  statistics  which  include  pr-emiums. 
Some  year's  ago  a  table  was  compiled  by 
the  Pacific  Insurance  Union,  and  more  re- 
cently a  table  by  the  Board,  covering 
Fresno  county  alone.  The  result  was  even 
less  favorable  to  the  county  than  our  statis- 
tics. The  recent  compilation  showed  that 
losses  in  Fresno  county,  for  the  brief  per- 
iod under  considei-ation,  had  exceeded  100 
per  cent. 

THE    FRESNO    HAZARD. 

A  Fresno  paper  July  26,  discussing  our 
July  table,  says: 

An  insurance  man  takes  the  same  view  of 
a  fire  that  a  surgeon  does  of  a  case.  There  is 
nothing  of  the  sentimental  about  the  matter, 
but  everj'thing  is  practical  and  statistical. 

In  this  light  the  insurance  specialist  takes 
up  the  fire  record  of  Fresno  and  pronounces  it 
a  bad  one.  He  does  not  ask  the  why:  he 
simply  points  to  the  figures  and  the  nature 
and  location  of  the  fires.  He  looks  askance  at 
long  lines  of  tinder  box  structures  on  a  reser- 
vation with  insufficient  hjdrants,  nan-ow 
alleys,  and  approaches  blocked  with  heaps  of 
trash.  True,  after  the  fires  of  1898  and  1899 
something  was  done  to  I'emedj'  these  con- 
ditions, and  confidence  was  in  a  measure  re- 
stored. But  the  recent  blaze  at  the  Sperry 
mill  did  this  town  no  good.  It  was  accompa- 
nied by  evidence  that  there  was  a  low  water 
supplj',   an  engine   out   of  commission  and  a 
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tardy  alarm,  while  it  was  half  an  hour  before 
a  proper  stream  of  water  w  as  poured  on  the 
fire. 

This  is  a  condition,  not  a  theory,  and  the 
proper  thing  is  to  remove  the  condition,  for 
the  time  of  the  year  is  preciseh'  that  in  which 
these  big^  factory  fires  are  most  prone  to  occur. 
The  Forsyth  building  with  its  long  train  of 
smaller  blazes  over  a  quarter  of  a  mite  of 
track,  occurred  at  this  time  of  the  year.  So 
did  the  blaze  which  swept  away  the  new 
packing  houses  on  the  Santa  Fe  reservation 
twelve  months  ago. 

One  thing  must  be  set  off  against  the  im- 
putation made  in  this  collection  of  insurance 
statistics.  Fresno  is  a  town  in  which  the 
packing  of  raisins  is  practically  a  monopoly. 
Raisins  are  in  themselves  highly  combustible, 
by  virtue  of  the  sugar  they  contain.  The 
buildings  in  which  the  raisins  are  packed  are 
also  very  combustible.  Thus  a  special  risk  is 
created,  and  it  is  absurd  to  expect  Fresno  to 
present  the  same  statistics  as  towns  like  Sac- 
ramento or  San  Diego,  or  even  Oakland  or 
San  Jose,  where  the  risk  is  merely  nominal 
by  comparison. 

The  risk  admittedly  exists,  and  it  is  for 
the  city  authorities  and  factory  owners  to  co- 
operate with  the  insurance  companies,  and 
see  that  the  danger  is  minimized.  Some  steps 
have  been  taken  in  this  direction.  But  these 
are  far  from  being  sufBcient  for  full  security, 
and  the  fencing  of  factories  against  night 
prowlers  and  bad  characters  in  certain  parts 
of  the  railroad  reservation  ought  to  be  re- 
sorted to,  in  addition  to  the  employment  of 
vigilant  and  trustworthy  watchmen." 


New  England  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
Company. 

Beginning  business  far  back  in  1843, 
when  many  of  us  vpere  unborn,  the  New 
England  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 
of  Boston  has  behind  it  fifty-seven  years 
of  time-tried  and  claimant-endorsed  ex- 
perience. It  is  built  on  the  rocks  and  is 
destined  to  stand  all  storms. 

The  New  England  Mutual  Life  has  some 
$30,000,000  assets,  nearly  10  per  cent,  of 
which  sum  is  surjilus  to  meet  the  fluctu- 
ations of  values  and  interest  and  any  pos- 
sible excess  of  the  death  rate.  The  com- 
pany is  amply  fortified  in  this  respect,  and 
with  a  less  liberal  policy  as  to  dividends 
might  easily  have  withheld  a  large  addi- 


tional sum  from  policj'holders  to  parade 
as  surplus. 

The  security  of  the  company's  contract 
will  hereafter  be  made  additionally  strong 
by  establishing  its  reserves  on  a  basis  of 
3K  pel'  cent,  interest  earnings. 

The  policies  of  the  New  England  Mu- 
tual Life  are  notably  free  from  technical 
construction  and  conditions.  They  are 
models  of  liberality.  Two  yearsafter  date 
thej^  are  without  conditions  as  to  i-esi- 
dence,  travel,  occupation  or  suicide.  Val- 
ues for  surx-ender  are  guaranteed,  being 
endorsed  on  the  policy.  There  is  a 
yeai'ly  distribution  of  the  surplus.  Death 
claims  are  paid  as  soon  as  proofs  are  I'e- 
ceived. 

The  New  England  Mutual  Life  was  a 
pioneer  in  liberal  policy  forms.  It  led  the 
waj'  in  guaranteeing  surrender  values. 
But  withal  it  is  conservative.  It  invests 
its  assets  with  the  greatest  care.  While 
it  pays  handsome  dividends  to  policy- 
holders, its  securities  are  gilt-edged.  It 
is  managed  with  economy  and  wisdom  and 
conducted  as  a  sacred  trust  for  the  thous- 
ands of  policyholders  who  rely  on  it  for 
the  protection  of  their  dependents  or  their 
own  old  age. 

The  general  agent  in  this  field,  Henry 
K.  Field,  is  an  old  and  successful  life  insur- 
ance man.  He  has  made  his  mark,  both 
as  a  solicitor  and  as  a  manager.  The 
New  England  Mutual,  under  his  direction, 
has  always  held  a  prominent  place  in  life 
insurance  in  this  field. 


Plain  Sailing  Now. 
The  very  busy,  that  is  to  say  the  tabu- 
lar season,  is  about  over  in  the  Coast 
Review  office,  and  for  the  remainder  of 
the  year  there  will  be  plain  sailing  for 
the  little  craft.  The  editor  can  now  fol- 
low the  example  of  his  Eastern  contem- 
poraries, and,  "sleepless  himself  that  his 
readers  may  sleep,"  write  long  articles 
which  nobodj'  will  read. 


Acceptance  of  negotiable  note  for  first 
annual  premium  at  delivery  of  policy,  and 
sale  and  endorsement  before  maturity,  held 
a  payment  of  premium  of  first  year,  though 
note  was  never  paid. 
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Six  Months*  City  Business, 

The  first  half  of  the  present  year  pi-o- 
duced  about  the  same  fire  premium  income 
in  San  Francisco  as  in  the  corresponding 
months  of  last  year.  Comi^aring  the 
g-rand  total  ($1,113,265)  with  that  for  the 
first  half  of  1894  we  find  that  it  lacks  only 
$58,000.  The  reader  will  recall  the  fact 
that  1894  was  the  year  before  the  rate  war. 

The  comparison  has  special  significance 
when  it  is  reflected  that  rates  have  been 
reduced  say  25  per  cent,  in  the  city,  and 
that  two  years  ago  a  very  large  amount 
of  term  business  was  re-written. 

The  premium  income  for  the  first  six 
months  of  1898  was  $1,635,124.  At  least 
half  a  million  of  this  was  for  term  busi- 
ness. Distributing  this  sum  among  the 
three  half  years,  we  have  $1,300,000  as 
about  the  right  total  for  the  first  half  of 
1900.  It  is  evident,  either  that  San  Fran- 
cisco has  grown  very  much  since  1894  or 
that  property-owners  are  carrying  much 
more  insurance  at  the  reduced  rates.  Al- 
lowing for  the  lower  rates,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  comparison,  the  grand  total 
should  be  $1,700,000.  In  other  words, 
with  the  old  rates  in  .force,  and  with  an 
elimination  of  the  very  large  amount  of 
term  business,  San  Francisco's  premium 
income  for  the  first  half  of  this  year 
would  have  been  $1,700,000,  as  against  $1,- 
171,000  in  the  first  half  of  1894. 

It  is  agreeably  evident  that  the  city  has 
grown  and  has  been  very  prosperous  dur- 
ing the  past  three  or  four  years.  The 
amount  of  insurance  written  has  increased 
largely,  and  very  little  of  this  gain,  as 
we  believe,  can  be  ascribed  to  the  reduc- 
tion in  rates.  If  we  err  in  this  conclusion, 
we  shall  be  happy  to  be  corrected  by  those 
who  have  the  facts. 

In  the  unhappy  rate  war  of  '95  and  '96 
the  official  figures  of  amount  written  did 
not  bear  out  the  theory  that  a  reduction 
of  rates  is  followed  by  an  increase  of 
amount  written.  It  is  not  probable  that 
there  has  been  any  noteworthy  increase 
of  business  written  in  San  Francisco  on 
account  of  the  reduction  in  rates.  The 
city  has  grown;  and  it  has  prospered 
amazingly,    partly   because    of    the    war 


with  Spain  and  the  annexation  of  Hawaii 
and  the  Phillippines. 


Aachen  &  Munich's  Seventy-Fifth  Anniver- 
sary. 

The  seventy-fifth  anniversary  of  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Aachen  &  Munich  Fire 
Insurance  Co.  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  Ger- 
many, was  celebrated  in  a  quiet  and  fit- 
ting way  recently.  Flags  and  other 
decorations  embellished  the  company's 
building.  The  chief  president  of  the 
Rhine  province  made  the  opening  speech 
in  a  very  complimentary  vein.  In  honor 
of  the  event  the  German  emperor  was 
pleased  to  confer  on  the  president  of  the 
company,  Mr.  von  Gorschen,  the  Crown 
order,  second  class,  and  on  Director 
Kuetgens  and  on  General  Manager  Fritz 
Schroeder  the  Red  Eagle  order.  These 
honors  are  greatly  prized.  The  morning 
meeting  was  followed  by  a  grand  banquet. 
In  the  course  of  a  speech  President  von 
Gorschen  announced  that  the  directors 
had  determined  to  establish  a  pension 
fund  for  the  employes  of  the  company  and 
had  voted  the  sum  of  $75,000  for  that 
purpose. 

The  Aachen  &  Munich  is  a  very  strong 
as  well  as  an  old  company.  It  has  seven 
and  a  quarter  millions  of  assets,  of  which 
nearly  four  millions  is  surplus  as  regards 
policyholders.  We  i-eviewed  the  annual 
statement  of  the  company  in  our  last 
number. 

The  Aachen  &  Munich  does  a  handsome 
business  in  this  field  under  the  successful 
management  of  Cesar  Bertheau. 


\ 


Insurance  Against  Captivity. 
In  the  days  of  old,  when  the  high  seas 
were  infested  by  pirates  bold,  the  marine 
companies,  along  in  the  seventeenth  and 
eighteenth  centuries,  did  a  flourishing 
business  underwriting  against  captivity. 
On  the  Mediterranean  the  pirates  of 
Algeria  and  the  Barbary  states  flourished 
down  to  a  comparatively  recent  date, 
capturing  people  and  holding  them  for 
ransom,  or  in  lieu  of  the  ransom,  reduc- 
ing them  to  slavery.  In  consequence  of 
this,  masters  protected  themselves  against 
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loss  of  slaves  by  capture,  and  freemen 
protected  themselves  against  bondag'e,  by 
arranging  for  the  payment  of  ransom  in 
case  they  were  captured.  Generally  the 
insurance  was  taken  for  a  voyage,  and 
very  frequently  was  issued  to  the  master 
of  the  ship  covering  all  the  crew  and 
passengers.  Captivity  insurance  was  first 
used  in  France  and  Italy.  In  the  early 
part  of  the  eighteenth  century  it  came  in- 
to use  in  Holland  and  in  Great  Britain. 
The  death  knell  to  piracy  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean was  given  by  the  United  States 
navy,  when  the  sultan  of  Morocco  was 
compelled  to  enter  into  a  treaty  whereby 
vessels  carrying  Old  Glory  were  absolved 
from  capture. 

Progress  of  American  Life  Insurance 

The  following  lines  illustrate  more  strik- 
ingly the  progress  of  life  insurance  in  the 
United  States: 

New  business  icrittcn  in  1S60. 


New  business  written  in  1S99. 

The  same  comparative  lines  apply  to  the 
amount  of  insurance  in  force  in  1860  and 
in  1899. 

Aim   Practical. 

The  aim  of  this  joui-nal  has  always  been 
practical — to  be  of  practical  service  to 
underwriting  interests — not  to  be  a  buf- 
foon's paper — not  to  be  personal,  witty, 
smart,  verbose  or  exuberant — and  not  10 
present  the  views  of  ex-managers. 

The  value  of  an  insurance  journal,  from 
the  companies'  point  of  view,  is  deter- 
mined by  its  practical  service  to  locals, 
field  men,  solicitors,  managers,  in  its  own 
territory.  Patronage  given  to  any  other 
kind  of  insurance  journal  is  a  waste  of 
money,  and  a  weak  concession  to  para- 
sitic impudence. 


changes   a  man  sadly,  in    the  opinion    of 
the  medical  examiner. 


The  fool  says,  "I  won't  insure."  The 
timid  man,  "I  can't  insure."  The  prac- 
tical man,  "I  will  insure.  "^ — Anon.  Later 
on  the  fool  and  the  timid  man  both  say, 
"I  can't  insure. "  And  right  they  are. — 
Insurance  Age.  Because  uninsurable.  A 
few  months  or  weeks,    in    this   fast   age. 


Co-operative   Assessment  Life  Companies. 

That  this  class  of  companies  are  coming  to 
realize  that  they  are  not  doing  business  on  a 
safe  basis  is  evidenced  by  the  number  of 
companies  that  have  changed  over  to  the  old 
line  basis  within  the  past  year  or  two.  Peo- 
ple insuring  in  these  companies  are  led  to 
believe  that  the  rates  charged  are  sufBcient 
to  provide  for  future  payment  of  death  claims 
without  extra  assessments;  but  as  with  fra- 
ternal societies  the  extra  assessments  do 
come  in  due  time  and  generally  results  in 
the  winding  up  of  the  affairs  of  the  company. 
Insurance  Commissioner   Stevens,  Michigan. 


Fraternal  Insurance  Rates  Are  Too  Lq-w. 

Everybody  agrees  that  fraternal  insurance 
rates  are  far  below  what  is  actually  required 
to  carry  a  policy  tomaturity,  the  theory  being 
that  the  moneys  not  needed  in  the  earlier 
years  to  pay  death  claims  should  be  kept  in 
the  pockets  of  the  members  until  necessary. 
Statistics  show  that  this  theory  is  not  a  sound 
one.  Examinations  of  some  of  the  older  fra- 
ternals  show  that  with  the  increased  assess- 
ment which  comes  as  the  society  ages,  comes 
a  great  lapse  of  membership  among  the 
younger  element  due  to  the  fact  that  they 
can  secure  cheaper  I'ates  in  some  new  society. 
The  dropping  out  of  this  element  also  tends 
to  greatly  increase  the  already  heavy  death 
rate  of  this  society.  Under  thisplan  also,  the 
members  are  called  on  to  pay  higher  assess- 
ments during  their  old  age,  at  which  time  the 
average  man's  earning  capacity  is  greatly 
decreased. 

To  remedy  this  evil  I  would  suggest  that 
laws  be  enacted  in  this  state  providing  mini- 
mum rates  for  fi-atornals,  the  mortality  ele- 
ment of  which  is  based  on  the  actual  exper- 
ience and  amply  sufficient  to  take  care  of 
the  mortality  claims.  Stringent  laws  should 
also  be  enacted  making  the  cfflcerspersonally 
responsible  for  the  using  of  any  of  the  funds 
for  any  other  purpose  than  that  pi'ovided. 
Many  people  argue  that  the  surplus  funds  are 
not  apt  to  "be  properly  invested.  To  guard 
against  this  I  would  recommend  that  the  laws 
limit  the  investments  to  government  bonds 
and  securities  of  acknowledged  stability  and 
of  such  character  as  to  make  the  investment 
and  other  expenses  necessary  for  the  care  of 
the  funds  as  low  as  possible.— Insurance  Com- 
missioner Stevens,  Michigan. 


428 


The   Coast  ReVie^ 


There  Should  Be  More  Life  Insuarance  Com- 
panies. 

Sometimes,  out  of  the  blare  of  foolish 
talk,  we  hear  the  objection,  "there  are  too 
many  life  insurance  companies."  In  the 
opinion  of  the  editor  of  this  journal,  there 
are  too  few. 

The  business  of  life  insurance  depends 
on  a  created  demand  more  than  on  a  spon- 
taneous demand  for  the  protection  of  life 
insurance.  Soliciting,  personal  acquain- 
tance, business  connections,  and  the  lend- 
ing of  money,  have  infinitely  more  to  do 
with  the  writing  of  life  insurance  than 
moral  considerationsor  needed  protection 
for  dependents.  It  is  wrong  to  treat  this 
subject  from  a  purely  sentimental  point  of 
view.  Men  insure  their  lives  because  they 
are  asked  to,  and  because  there  are  nu- 
merous considerations  aside  from  cold  and 
unattractive  duty. 

There  are  too  few  life  insurance  com- 
panies in  the  United  States.  Every  state 
with  a  million  of  population  should  have 
a    life   insurance    company     of   its    own. 

Last  month  we  printed  a  surprising  fact, 
not  heralded  in  "Italics"  or  "small  caps" 
or  "star  borders."  Looking  over  thefig- 
ures  for  a  series  of  years,  we  dug  up  the 
information  that  the  Mutual  Life  doesnot 
do  as  much  business  in  the  United  States 
in  proportion  to  the  total  business  now  as 
many  years  ago  when  Winston  was  presi- 
dent. 

This  is  proof  that  there  isa  special  field 
for  the  small  life  companies.  But  this 
proof  is  not  needed,  for  it  is  self-evident 
that  the  smaller  company,  with  its  local 
connections,  and  its  facilities  for  making 
local  loans,  naturally  has  an  advantage 
locally  over  the  distant  large  company. 
No  matter  how  large  the  life  company, 
there  is  a  field,  there  are  opportunities, 
wherein  the  largest  company  on  earth — if 
there  be  such — cannot  compete  with  the 
home  company.  So  there  is  a  field,  a 
special  field,  for  the  local  company — as- 
suring its  enduring  success,  and  making 
it  independent  of  the  large  companies. 

The  sum  total  of  the  life  insurance  bus- 
iness will  be  increased  by  the  number  of 
companies   organized — within    reasonable 


limits  as  to  popul9,tiop  of  course.  There 
are  millions  of  people  uninsured.  The 
existing  companies  cannot  insure  these 
men  and  women.  They  await  the  new 
company,  with  local  connections,  with  lo- 
cal investments,  and  appealing  to  local 
pride.  Add  twenty  conipanies  to  the  to- 
tal of  American  life  insurance  companies, 
and  the  total  of  American  life  business 
will  make  a  great  increase. 

It  may  be  urged  that  the  new  compa- 
nies might  be  hampered  by  a  doubt  of 
their  ability  to  succeed.  There  should  be 
no  objection  on  this  score.  The  oldest, 
strongest  and  most  liberal  companies  have 
been  the  smallest.  A  life  company  en- 
dures, not  because  it  does  a  large  amount 
of  new  business,  nor  because  it  ac- 
cumulates a  big  surplus  and  a  mighty 
pile  of  assets,  but  because  it  operates  on 
correct  plans  and  adequate  rates.  In- 
deed, the  very  growth  of  a  company, 
piling  up  figures,  may  justly  arouse  sus- 
picion, since,  on  the  one  hand,  the  ability 
of  a  company  to  thrive  and  maintain  sur- 
plus without  new  business  is  evidence  of 
the  correctness  of  its  plans  and  the  ade- 
quacy of  its  rates,  the  struggle  of  another 
company  for  new  business  and  additional 
assets  may  be  a  sign  of  excessive  expenses 
and  an  unsatisfactory  mortality  exper- 
ience. 

There  should  be  more  life  insurance 
companies.  Every  large  and  prosperous 
state  should  have  a  life  insurance  com- 
pany— every  state  having  a  million  white 
population  can  support  a  life  insurance 
company;  for  its  local  connections  and  its 
local  demand  for  loans  on  good  security 
give  it  the  i-equired  plant  and  permanent 
business  which  cannot  be  "touched"  by 
competition,  and  enable  it  to  divide  the 
surplus  business  of  larger  states. 

Actuarial  Congress.— R.  G.  Hann, 
assistant  actuary  of  the  Equitable  Life 
Assurance  Society  of  the  United  States, 
and  M.  Percy  Peixotto,  directeur  of  the 
Equitable  in  Paris,  had  the  honor  of  be- 
ing appointed  by  the  French  government 
authorities  official  delegates  of  the  United 
States  at  the  International  Congress  of 
Actuaries,  recently  held  in  Paris. 
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Relative  Term  Businesss  for  Fourteen  Years— 1885  and  1899. 


MADE  UP  FUOM  NEW  YORK  INSURANCE  HEPOUTS— TERM 

Amount  More  than  Term 

Written.  one  year.      Percentage 

^tna, $    288,605,997  $    156.596,217  54.6 

American,  N.J 55,003,469  23,923,505  43.5 

American,  Pa      93>8S4,739  34, 744, 502  37-0 

Caledonian 

Comnsrcial  Unio  1       .   .       .       240,327,192  110,800,422  46.9 

Continental 456.933,860  293,580,564  64.2 

Connecticut 92,457,802  41,096,461  44.5 

Fireman's  Fund     .   .          .    .        59,322,233  20,892,686  35.2 

Fire  Associatioa    ...          .       260,108,184  159,632,268  61.4 

German-American 334,000,315  154,431,651  46.2 

German  Freeport,  111 

Germania 172,692.464  69,700,717  40.4 

Hamburg-Bremen     82.738,029  27,422,110  33.1 

Hanover 163,471,067  75,686,947  46.3 

Hartford 278,036,440  159,516,430  57.4 

Home 513,459,163  309,347.179  66.2 

Imperial 101,693,340  37,055,829  3t'i 

Ins.  Co.  of  North  America    .       289,521,484  168,829,018  58.3 

Lancashire 130,021,221  42,436,241  32.0 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe     517,150,996  248,939,282  48.1 

London  &  Lancashire     .   .   .       134,381,101  59,696,576  44.5 

Manchester 

National 50,876,090  21,301,912  41.9 

New  Hampshire 52,673,768  21,402,600  40.6 

Niagara 177,383,101  75,020,676  42.0 

Norwich  Union 92,403,480  36,562,727  39.5 

Northern 94,186,156  35,843,061  38. 1 

North  British  &  Mercantile     230,740,371  117.043.841  57.0 

Orient 54,348,538  21,696,817  40.0 

Palatine 

Pennsylvania '  10,296,016  3,236,517  31.4 

Phenix,  Brooklyn 402,762,907  222,817,163  55.3 

Phoenix,  London 224,296,722  112,421,323  50.1 

Phcenix,  Hartford 216,963,431  i28,co7,427  58.9 

Providence-Washington  .   .        55,521,257  26,980,652  48.5 

Queen 172,482,888  81,913,934  47.0 

Royal 356,642,959  175,455,721  49-2 

Scottish  Union  &  National      ■50,297,580  11,572,318  23.0 

Springfield 167,195,139  101,909,917  60.9 

St.  Paul  F.  &  M 

Sun ■ 206,488,234  134,635,432  65.2 

Westchester 107,054,017  58,200,352  54.3 

Western,  Toronto 62,471,098  18,208,462  29.1 

Totals $7,048,893,938  $3,598,580,457  51.51 


BUSINESS    IS 

INCREASING. 

1S99 

Amount 

More  than 

Term 

z.       Written. 

one  year.     Percent. 

%   532,014,033 

%   330,201,126 

62.1 

259,231,717 

204,687,769 

78.5 

176,787,237 

97,017,181 

566 

180,153,735 

91,144,246 

55.8 

397,586,425 

264,520,837 

66.5 

829,124,137 

600,605,927 

72.4 

265,823.501 

170,938,529 

64.3 

200,639,593 

118,420,232 

59-0 

364,428,274 

226,817,334 

62.2 

643,948,752 

434,396,542 

67.5 

256,689,766 

204,180,876 

79-5 

383,340,151 

287,594,760 

75.0 

136,083,185 

69,769,194 

51.2 

226,379,539 

127,620,481 

51.5 

923,000,670 

561.935.721 

60.9 

861,823,861 

538,565,515 

62.5 

163,829.363 

87,896,505 

53-6 

606,527,739 

291,220,123 

47.9 

261,518,558 

134,484,970 

51.4 

834,050,765 

483,776,921 

58. 0 

405,868,561 

287,334.993 

70.8 

192,273,827 

103,749,968 

53.9 

342,280,304 

195,584,485 

57-1 

169,669,734 

120,839,804 

81.2 

269,411,288 

180,092,459 

66.8 

239,806,185 

130,686,283 

54-5 

188,474,263 

100,728,576 

33.0 

382,961,073 

239,982,239 

62.7 

166,871,464 

100,401,338 

60.2 

309,875.303 

113,951,928 

35.9 

334,685,614 

194,735,851 

58.2 

523,9*^9,883 

366,466,383 

70.0 

291,791,237 

135,293.965 

46.4 

376,105.474 

198,120.049 

52.7 

147,082,666 

74,200,238 

50.5 

295,227,289 

182,545,038 

61.8 

791.773,369 

510,524.472 

64.5 

405,718.254 

266,849,351 

66.0 

282,066,341 

171,146,392 

66.7 

148,835,310 

90,365,365 

60.7 

305,631,705 

216,024,613 

70.7 

222,466.229 

145,500,982 

65.4 

202,728,199 

89,703,059 

44.2 

$15,528,314,273 

$9,540,642,620 

61.44 

Castle  Crags  and  Del  Monte. 

The  Pacific  Improvement  Company  seems 
to  be  particularly  unfortunate  with  its 
hotel  pi'operties.  The  isolated  situation  of 
"The  Castle  Crags"  led  the  company  to  estab- 
lish a  fairly  complete  system  of  piping  about 
the  premises  for  the  purpose  of  fire  protection. 
The  company  failed,  however,  to  keep  up  any 
system  of  service  inspection  of  the  pipes. 
When  the  fire  came  the  ,  whole   system   was 


found  out  of  order  and  of  no  use  whatever  for 
the  purpose  for  which  it  was  establtshed.  Ail 
of  which  recalls  to  us  the  fact  that  the  de- 
struction of  the  Del  Monte  (the  property  of 
ttie  same  company)  at  Monterey,  some  years 
apo,  uncovered  a  precisely  similar  state  of 
aifairs  with  the  same  elaborate  and  useless 
pipe  service  system  at  that  famous  hostelry. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  jurisdiction 
of    the    inspection    bureau    does    not    cover 
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such  outside  property.  The  burning  of  both 
hotels  illustrates  the  imperfection  and  com- 
parative uselessness  of  private  fire-fighting 
appliances. 

************* 

*  Epigrams  from  Insurance  Commissioner  Steuens'  * 
J,  Annua/  Report.  . 

on  boards  and  compacts' 

I  think  that  organizations,  both  local 

and  general,  are  necessary  to  the  prop-     * 

*  er  and  just  establishment  and  mainte-  * 
^     nance  of  fire  insurance  rates — 

For  the  reduction  of  the  fire  waste  to 
the  minimum,  and  * 

*  For  the  rigid  enforcing  of  proper  rules     * 
^.     and  regulations  that  govern  those  ele- 
ments   that    together  enter  into    and 
better  the  moral  and  physical  hazard.        * 

not  a  trust  * 

*  An  insurance  monpoly  or  trust  is  im-     * 

*  possible.  ^ 

the  rate 
The  price  of  insurance  must  be  regu- 
lated by  experience  and  proper  classi-     * 

*  lication.  * 
^                           valued  policy  laws  ^ 
^        Laws  should  never  make  the  destruc- 
tion of    property  valuable    to   the  de- 

*  stroyer.  * 

*  The  valued  policy  law  places  the  * 
^     property  of  every  honest  man  in  peril. 

Rates  are  low,  but  the  people  [legis- 
lators] can  not   keep  them   so  if   they     * 

*  offer  an  incentive  for  fires.  * 
^         I  hope  there  will  be  no  laws  in  Michi- 
gan rewarding  the  crime  of  the  incen- 
diary. * 

*  a  blessing  in  disguise  * 

*  An  association  of  agents  which  re-  ,)= 
^     quires  sprinklers,  watchmen,  care  and 

improvements   in   fire    protection   is    a 

*  blessing.  * 

*  laws  favoring  cmnpacts  * 

*  Instead  of  laws  against  tariff  associa-  * 
^_     tions,   there   should  be  laws  requiring     ^ 

uniform  rales  for  each  class  of  risks. 

*  * 
************ 


Term  Business  in  Fire  Insurance  in  1885  and 
in  1899. 

This  month  we  print  an  enlarged  table  of 
term  writings  in  the  United  States  in  1885 
and  1899,  compiled  for  this  journal.  The  com- 
parisons are  full  of  significance. 

This  is  the  first  time  such  a  table,  with 
percentages,  has  appeared  in  print. 

The  total  written  in  1885  was  $7,048,893,938, 
of  which  $3,598,580,457  or  51  per  cent,  was  for 
more  than  one  year. 

The  total  written,  fourteen  years  later,  in 
1899,  was  $15,528,314,278,  of  which  $9,540,642,- 
620,  or  61  per  cent.,  was  for  more  than  one 
year. 

Business  had  more  than  doubled  in  fourteen 
years,  and  the  term  business  had  increased 
nearly  three  fold  in  the  same  time. 

The  individual  company  figures  will  repay 
scanning.  Note  theremarkable  gains  in  term 
business  made  by  some  companies.  Others, 
on  the  contrary,  have  reversed  the  proportion. 
Some  companies  which  have  done  a  large  per- 
centage of  term  business  have  lost  money,  in 
recent  years:  but,  on  the  contrary,  companies 
which  have  done  a  small  percentage  of  term 
business  have  also  lost  money  in  recent  years. 


Proceeds  of  life  insurance  held  impressed 
with  an  equitable  lien,  in  the  nature  of  a 
resulting  trust,  to  the  amount  of  the  funds  of 
a  bank  used  in  paying  the  premiums,  with 
interest. 


The  Niagara  Fire  Insurance  Company, 

Fifty  years  ago  the  Niagara  Fire  Insurance 
Company  was  organized,  and  1900  is  therefoie 
its  jubilee  year.  It  is  an  honorable  half- 
century's  record.  The  Niagara  Fire  has 
passed  through  the  ordeal  of  tire;  it  has  stood 
the  test. 

To-day  the  company  has  two  and  three- 
quarter  million  assets,  with  a  handsome  net 
surplus  of  three-quarters  of  a  million.  The 
capital  is  a  half-million,  which  brings  the 
policyholders'  surplus  up  to  a  million  and  a 
quarter.  The  surplus  funds  have  been  advanc- 
ing steadily  during  the  past  few  years.  The 
annual  statement  clearly  attests  the  strength 
of  the  company. 

The  Western  department  has  its  head- 
quarters in  Chicago,  in  charge  of  Manager 
I.  S.  Blackwelder,  with  W.  L.  Steele  as 
assistant  manager. 

Walter  H.  Raymond  is  .general  agent  for 
Oregon,  Washington  and  Idaho,  at  Portland, 
Or. 

Walter  J.  Wilson  is  general  agent  for  Cali- 
fornia, Arizona,  Nevada  and  Hawaiian  Islands, 
at  San  Francisco.  W.  Loaiza  &  Co.  of  San 
Francisco  are  state  agents. 

The  Niagara  is  doing  an  increasing  and  pay- 
ing business  in  the  Pacific  West. 
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Semi-Centennial  Celebration   National  Life  In- 
surance  Company, 

The  National  Life  had  a  rousing  three  days' 
celebration  at  Montpelier,  Vermont,  on  July 
11-13,  in  commemoration  of  the  fiftieth  anni- 
versary of  the  company's  active  business  life. 

The  first  day  was  given  over  to  making 
every  guest  of  the  company  welcome  at  the 
office  building.  In  the  evening  a  reception  by 
President  and  Mrs.  Dewey.  Thursday  was  a 
day  of  junketing  and  feasting,  winding  up 
with  a  banquet  in  the  evening.  Prida\',  the 
fiftieth  anniversary  exercises  and  agent's 
meeting  closed  up  the  festivities. 

The  address  of  the  occasion  was  delivered 
at  the  banquet-  by  Ex-Governor  Dillingham, 
a  director  of  the  company.  Governor  Dilling- 
ham, in  his  review  of  the  company's  fifty 
years  of  life,  an(i  of  the  class  of  men  who  or- 
ganized the  company  and  gave  it  its  start, 
said  among  other  things:  "The  main  charac- 
teristics of  the  charter  were  its  authorized 
capital  of  a  million  dollars,  a  board  of  fifty  di- 
rectors, and  a  location  to  be  fixed  at  any 
place  in  the  world,  in  the  heavens,  or  on  the 
earth." 

Of  Dr.  Julius  Dewey  the  governor  said  : 

I  knew  him  as  a  boy  and  as  a  man.  There  was 
not  a  negative  characteristic  in  his  entire  make- 
up. He  was  sure  of  his  position  when  taken,  strong 
in  its  advocacy  and  extraordinarily  forceful  in 
securing  the  object  for  which  he  set  out.  He  was 
the  father  and  founder  of  the  company  in  fact.  He 
was  a  solicitor  and  also  the  medical  director  for 
twenty  years.  During  that  period  Dr.  :^ewey  was 
substantially  the  company,  at  least,  to  a  very  large 
extent.  He  was  aided  and  supported  by  those  men 
to  whom  reference  has  been  made,  who  were  born 
under  the  same  conditions,  reared  amid  like  sur- 
roundings and,  as  men,  held  to  the  same  con- 
victions." 

Continuing,  the  speaker  said: 

"For  many  years,  yes,  for  thirty  years,  the  com- 
pany was  small,  but,  for  all  that,"  it  had  been 
planted  in  Massachusetts  in  1850  by  the  elder 
Phelps  and  has  since  been  continued  there  by  his 
son.  In  i86q  we  first  entered  Illinois  and  Ohio,  and 
during  1872  to  1S74,  Michigan,  Iowa  and  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  in  1875,  Minnesota.  The  Pacific  Coast 
was  opened  up  in  1885,  and  in  1889,  Missouri,  the 
company's  business  being  gradually  extended  to 
some  thirty  states.  Necessarily  the  growth  of 
the  National  was  small,  but,  in  more  recent  times, 
its  prosperity  has  been  very  marked  and  it  bids 
fair  to  close  the  twentieth  century  with  approx- 
imately one  hundred  millions  ol  insurance  in  force. 
For  it  is  true  that,  taking  the  last  fifteen  years 
together,  we  have  gained  in  number  of  policies 
from  10,000  to  46,000,  and  in  amount  of  insurance, 
from  sixteenmillions  tonearlyninety-fourmillions, 
a  remarkable  economic  achievement.    During  the 


same  period  the  assets  have  increased  from  three 
and  one-half  to  nearly  seventeen  and  one-half  mil- 
lions of  dollars. 

"In  the  performance  of  this  business,  the  com- 
isany  has  aimed  to  so  administrate  as  to  win  your 
confidence  and  that  of  the  people  with  whom  it 
dealt.  We  have  tried  to  make  our  contracts  clear, 
specific  and  incapable  of  being  misconstrued.  The 
insured  was  given  what  we  have  sought  always  to 
recognize,  his  full  equity  under  all  the  circum- 
stances incident  to  his  individual  experience." 

Among  the  guests  who  graced  the  occasion 
with  their  presence  we  note  the  following 
names  of  persons  from  the  Pacific  slope  :  Man- 
ager F.  A'.  Stolp,  San  Francisco;  Mrs.  F.  A. 
Stolp,  M.  V.  Cooley,  Mrs.  Cooley,  San  Fran- 
cisco; A.  D.  Walker,  Tacoma;  Geo.  D.  Adler, 
Salt  Lake;  P.  E.  Busby,  Mrs.  Busby  and 
Miss  Busby,  Denver,  Colo. 


Liability  for   Unpaid  Casualty  Claims. 

Some  standard  should  and  must  be  estab- 
lished either  by  law  or  argeement  among 
insurance  departments.  Such  a  standard 
could  be  easily  ascertained  by  securing  the 
experience  of  the  various  companies  in  the 
different  classes  of  insurance.  It  is  not  fair 
nor  honest  for  one  company  to  claim  a  surplus 
of  two  or  three  millions  by  estimating  its  lia- 
bilities under  contested  claimsat  150.00  while 
another  company,  by  beinghonest  in  its  esti- 
mates, has  only  a  half  a  million  surplus  al- 
though in  reality  it  might  be  as  strong  as  the 
other. 

Like  an  experience  table  in  life  insurance, 
a  standard  might  not  be  exact.  Nevertheless, 
I  can  see  no  other  way  out  of  the  difficulty. 
Insolvency  could  exist  in  nearly  every  com- 
pany doing  business  of  the  above  kind  and 
everyone  kept  in  ignorance  of  it  for  years.  It 
is  a  state  of  affairs  that  should  not  exist  and 
»  I  hope  some  remedy  will  be  provided  in  the 
near  future.— Ins.  Com.  Stevens,  Mich. 


Fraternal  Beneficiary  Societies. 
There  are  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  million 
of  people  in  this  state  carrying  insurance  in 
fraternal  beneficiary  societies,  the  only  ones, 
as  they  consider,  within  their  means.  These 
people  at  the  best  have  only  a  temporary  in- 
surance.—Commissioner    Stevens,  Michigan. 


Where  note  given  in  payment  of  first  pre- 
mium is  sold  by  insurance  company  before 
due,  this  vested  the  title  to  the  policy  in  the 
insured  on  delivery,  and  sale  of  note  by  insur- 
ance company  operated  as  to  the  company  and 
insured  as  collection  of  note. 
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Royal  Insurance  Company, 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Royal  In- 
surance Company  was  I'ecently  held.  The 
chairman  said: 

"Turning  now  to  the  business  part  of  the 
report,  and  dealing  with  the  fire  department, 
I  may  remind  you  that  at  our  last  annual 
meeting  I  mentioned  that  there  had  been  no 
improvement  as  regards  the  losses-which  had 
prevailed  up  to  that  date,  but  that  I  hoped 
the  second  part  of  the  year  would  show  a  bet- 
ter state  of  things.  Unfortunately  that  hope 
was  not  realized,  as  the  same  state  of  affairs 
continued  practically  to  the  close  of  the  year, 
the  result  being  that  the  company's  opera- 
tions showed  a  profit  of  only  ±'57,000  ($285,- 
000).  This  result,  though  disappointing, 
need  not,  I  think,  be  considered  as  altogether 
unsatisfactory,  or  in  any  way  discouraging, 
having  regard  to  the  general  condition  of  fire 
insurance  business." 

Turning  to  the  statement  we  find  these 
totals: 

Assets $50,760,0-15 

Fire  premiums   ....    10,132,765 

Fire  losses    6,315,280 

Loss  ratio 62.3% 

This  is  not  a  bad  experience  for  1899; 
and  companies  generally  will  be  very 
fortunate  if  they  can  show  as  light  a  loss 
ratio,  on  the  average,  for  1900. 

The  liabilities  of  the  Royal,  as  set  out 
in  the  annual  report,  include  $27,907,645, 
to  bo  charged  to  the  life  insurance  depart- 
ment. This  leaves  the  fire  insurance 
assets  $22,853,400,  which  is  ti-uly  a  royal 
sum  of  money  behind  the  fire  insurance 
contracts  of  a  great  company. 

The  Royal  has  $7, 130,597  invested  in  the 
United  States.  Of  this  sum  $2,475,240  is 
surplus.  The  company's  annual  premium 
income  in  this  country  exceeds  $4,000,- 
000. 

On  the  Pacific  Coast,  under  the  man- 
agement of  Rolla  V.  Watt,  the  Royal 
wrote  $319,983  in  premiums  last  year, 
with  a  loss  ratio  of  only  46.6  per  cent. 

Manager  Watt  also  represents  the 
Queen  of  New  York.  Foi-  the  Royal  and 
the  Queen  he  wrote  a  total  of  $450,899 
premiums  last  year,  which  made  his  de- 
partment second  in  volume  of   Coast  pre- 


miums, next   to    that,  of   our  chief  local 
company. 

The  Royal  leads  all  companies  in  the 
world  in  volume  of  fire  premiums.  It 
also  leads  all  foreign  companies  in  amount 
of  Coast  premiums. 


Fraternal  Life  Insurance. 

We  have  always  been  inclined  to  take 
a  very  fiiendly  view  of  fraternal  life  in- 
surance, for  we  recognize  the  service  of 
such  organizations  to  humanity,  and  the 
extent  of  the  business  which  they  do  and 
alone  can  do.  The  friendly  views  of  the 
insurance  commissioner  of  Michigan  are 
echoed  by  this  journal;  but,  with  him, 
we  must  point  out  the  defects  of  the  system 
as  now  in  operation.  The  rates  are  too 
low;  they  are  unscientific.  There  is  no 
protection  for  the  funds,  no  provision  for 
reserves,  no  security  for  the  members. 
Failure;  or  a  compromise  with  creditors 
or  claimants,  is  only  a  question  of  time. 

It  is  unfortunately  true,  as  the  commis- 
sioner says,  that  the  working  classes  look 
to  the  government  to  protect  them.  The 
"government"  authorizes  the  fraternal 
insurance  society  and  exempts  it  from 
supervision,  while  at  the  same  time  im- 
posing conditions  of  solvency  on  old  line 
companies.  The  inference  is  that  as  one 
authorized  class  of  companies  is  solvent 
and  time-tried,  the  other  authorized  or 
specially  exempted  class  is  equally  sound. 
The  inexperienced  workingman  naturally 
reaches  this  conclusion.  Life  insui-ance 
men  know,  of  course,  that  this  conclusion 
is  sadly  erroneous.  The  fraternal  insur- 
ance company  is  essentially  unsound  and 
unworthy  of  trust. 

But  why  should  any  man  look  to  the 
"government"  for  evidence  of  solvency  of 
any  enterpi-ise.  He  does  not  sell  goods  to 
a  corporation  on  such  evidence.  He  does 
not  invest  in  real  estate  in  the  assurance 
that  the  government  endorses  the  title. 
He  does  not  buy  stock  of  any  kind,  con- 
fident that  the  act  of  incorporation  has 
conferred  security.  Why,  then,  should 
he  buy  insurance  of  any  kind,  esi^ecially 
mutual  fire  insurance  or  assessment  or 
fraternal  life  insurance,  on  the  mere  evi- 
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dence  of  official  sanction,   without   inves- 
tigating for  himself. 


Life  Insurance  Notes. 

Southern  life  business  is  never  any- 
thing to  brag  about. 

The  National  Life  of  Chicago  may 
come  to  the  Coast. 

The  National  Pi-ovident  Union  of 
Brooklyn  has  reached  the  critical  age  of 
17,  by  no  means  sweet.  Its  outgo  is  more 
than  its  income,  therefore  fraternity 
ceases.     Assets,  nil. 

"The  insurance  you  intend  to  write  is 
not  earning  you  an  income  now. '  '^ — Equita- 
ble News.  Quite  a  large  army  of  slick  indi- 
viduals who  have  '"worked"  various  gen- 
eral agents  will  be  much  inclined  to  doubt 
this.  The  general  agents  also  will  smile 
sickly  smiles  and  refuse  to  accept  it  as  an 
axiom. — Surveyor. 

The  Federal  Life  of  Chicago,  now  under 
way,  issues  a  '  'continuous  life  endowment ' ' 
policy,  providing  for  the  payment  of  $500 
at  death  and  for  the  accumulation  of 
funds  to  matui'e  endowments  equal  to  the 
face  of  the  policy  at  various  periods.  No 
policy  is  issued  for  more  or  less  than  $500. 
The  insurant  who  takes  several  of  these 
policies  can  detach  one  or  more  for  a 
loan. 

Ho!  FOR  Milwaukee  I — Those  who  are 
planning  to  attend  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  National  Association  of  Local  Fire 
Insurance  Agents,  at  Milwaukee,  Wiscon- 
sin, on  August  30,  31,  and  September  1, 
1900,  will  be  interested  in  knowing  that 
the  annual  encampment  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
occurs  in  Chicago  the  same  week.  It  is 
possible  for  all  desiring  transportation  to 
secure  the  benefits  made  by  the  railroads 
in  the  way  of  rates  and  terms  to  Chicago. 
Tickets  sold  from  points  beyond  a  radius 
of  200  miles  of  Chicago  may  have  their 
time  limit  extended  to  leave  Chicago  up 
to  and  including  Sept. 30th,  by  depositing 
same  at  the  joint  agency  office  in  Chicago. 

In  Toronto,  some  years  ago,  the  late 
agent,  Alexander  Cromer,  induced  Father 
Brophy  to  buy  annuities  on  a  large  scale. 


which,  later,  were  exchanged  for  policies 
on  the  life  of  Cromer.  The  latter  was 
regarded  as  a  very  healthy  man,  while 
the  priest  seemed  somewhat  feeble.  Any- 
way, pneumonia  attacked  the  insurance 
man  and  he  died.  His  death  revealed  the 
surprising  fact  that  Father  Brophy  held 
policies  for  $82,000  on  the  life  of  Cromer, 
and  the  premiums  had  been  paid  with  the 
annuities  thepi'iest  had  invested  in  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  deceased.  Cromer's 
widow  now  comes  forwar-d  and  alleges 
that  her  husband  only  owed  $20,000  to 
the  priest — the  security  for  this  amount 
being  the  insurance  in  question — and  she 
claims  the  balance  of  the  $82,000. 

^TNA  Life — inci-eased    new  business. 

Pacific  Mutual— inci-eased  new  busi- 
ness. 

Manhattan  Life— increased  new  busi- 
ness. 

National  Life  of  A'ermont— increased 
new  business. 

The  Life  Insurance  Co.  of  Virginia 
will  erect  a  home  office  building. 

The  New  York  Life  leads  in  Canada. 
It  gained  $2,541,000  in  the  Dominion  last 
year. 

The  New  York  Life's  News  Letter  for 
July-August  is  a  Paris  Exposition  num- 
ber—and very  creditable  to  Editor  .James 
M.  Hudnut. 

The  prize  of  $100  for  the  best  adver- 
tisement, offered  by  the  Equitable  Life, 
is  bringing  out  some  very  clever  an- 
nouncements in  print. 

The  "Fraternal  Choppers  "  is  said  to 
be  the  name  of  a  new  fraternal  insurance 
society  in  Iowa.  Whether  the  "Chop- 
pers" are  wood-choppers,  meat-choppers 
or  lamb-choppers  is  not  stated. 

The  African  Monarchs  of  America  is 
the  name  of  a  colored  fi-aternal  insurance 
society  being  organized  in  Iowa.  Every 
member  is  to  be  a  king  or  queen,  emper- 
or or  empress.  The  location  of  the  wood- 
pile is  not  mentioned. 
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Phcenix  Mutual  Life — increased  new 
business. 

Security  Trust  and  Life— increased 
new  business. 

Penn  Mutual — increased  new  busi- 
ness. 

The  Crown  Life  Ins.  Co.  is  a  new  To- 
ronto enterprise.  The  capital  is  to  be 
$1,000,000,  in  $10,000  shares  of  $100  each. 

The  Modern  Woodmen  and  the  Macca- 
bees have  been  put  under  the  ban  for 
Catholics,  by  the  bishop  at  Kansas  City, 
Kan. 

The  English  representative  continues 
to  pi'int  a  false  advertisement  of  the  Mu- 
tual Life.  The  company  must  now  share 
the  dishonor.  The  Coast  Review  has  re- 
peatedly called  the  attention  of  the  man- 
agement to  the  matter. 

Nearly  all  the  business  of  the  North- 
western Life  Assurance  Company  of  Chi- 
cago has  been  transferred  to  the  level 
premium  plan.  Steps  have  been  taken 
for  a  reorganization.  A  meeting  of  the 
policyholders  has  been  called  for  Sep- 
tember 1. 

Vice-President  Hyde  of  the  Equita- 
ble Life,  it  seems,  has  for  years  been  an 
active  worker  for  the  advancement  of 
French  literature  in  the  United  States 
through  the  Circle  Francais  of  Harvard 
university.  In  recognition  of  his  services 
in  this  direction  he  has  been  decorated 
with  the  broad  blue  ribbon  of  the  Legion 
of  Honor  of  France.  Chevalier  Hyde  has 
our  congratulations  on  the    appointment. 

The  Fidelity  Mutual  Life  of  Phil- 
adelphia for  the  quarter  ending  June  30 
shows  gains  all  along  the  line  as  follows: 
Receipts  $581,090,  as  against  $513,768  for 
the  same  period  of  the  preceding  year. 
The  new  business  written  during  the 
quarter  amounted  to  $4,667,600,  an  in- 
crease over  the  previous  quarter  of  nearly 
20  per  cent.  The  death  claims  and  pay- 
ments to  members  amounted  to  $312,956 
against  $295,747  the  same  quarter  of  the 
previous  year.     The  net    ledger  assets  on 
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June  .30  amounted  to  $^,787,279  as  against 
$2,708,860  at  the  beehnning  of  the  quarter. 

A  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  man  unburdened 
his  troubles  to  a  reporter  who  had  no 
troubles  of  his  own.  The  sad  man  took  a-, 
policy  in  a  large  assessment  company  fif- 
teen years  ago.  It  is.  the  assessments 
now  that  are  large.  At  the  start  he  paid 
$3  per  $1,000,  and  kept  the  reserve  in  his 
pocket.  Now  he  pays  nearly  twice  that  a 
month,  and  he  is  wondering  hard  about 
that  pocket  reserve.  It  is  not  hard  for  a 
life  man  to  guess  the  name  of  this  sample 
assessment  company. 

We  find  this  in  the  Bulletin  of  Toronto: 
From  an  esteemed  foi'eign  correspondent 
the  Bulletin  has  received  the  following 
literal  translation  of  the  commencement 
of  a  prospectus  recently  issued  by  a  Jap- 
anese life  insurance  company: 

"  After  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  Napoleon 
the  Third  of  Prance  had  succeeded  to  the 
throne,  he  became  a  member  of  some  life  in- 
surance companies  in  France,  England  and 
several  other  countries.  At  that  time  neither 
Frenchmen  nor  foreigners  could  understand 
the  Emperor's  intention,  and  wondered  at  it, 
saying,  'If  he  is  an  individual  citizen,  it  is 
well  for  him  to  become  a  member  of  life  in- 
surance companies  for  the  purpose  of  his  be- 
loved family's  maintenance;  but  it  will  be 
useless  for  him  who  has  the  sacred  throne  and 
the  power  to  govern  France,  and  whose  au- 
thority is  almost  supreme  all  over  Europe.' 

"In  1870,  the  Emperor's  destiny  being  un- 
favorable, he  was  captured  at  the  war  of 
Sedan  and  sent  to  England,  where  he  died. 
But  Her  Majesty  the  Empress  Eugenie  lived 
comfortably,  having  received  the  insurance 
money  for  which  her  husband  contracted  with 
the  companies  during  his  life  time. 

"Now,  all  the  people  who  could  not  under- 
stand the  Emperor's  mind  paid  homage  to 
him  for  his  though tfulness,  and  said,  'If  even 
an  Emperor  has  his  failure  in  life  for  which  he 
must  be  insured,  much  more  there  is  the  need 
of  life  insurance  policy  for  the  lower  classes  of 
people.' 

"We  read  about  this  record  in  the  Euro- 
pean history." 

The  exhibit  of  the  Mutual  Life  at  the 
Paris  fair  is  evidently  meritorious  to  an 
extraordinary  degree.  We  form  this 
opinion  from    the   illustrated  descriptive 
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book  sent  out  by  the  company.  The 
charts  are  orig-inal  and  must  arrest  and 
hold  the  attention  of  every  passer-by. 


Mortality  Statistics  of  the  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  Mutual  Life  lus. 
Co.  of  New  York  for  a  copy  of  its  mortality 
statistics  from  1843  to  1898  inclusive.  It  is  a 
book  of  250  pages,  and  is  just  from  the  press. 
"With  the  compliments  of  the  company  and 
the  president,"  Richard  A.  McCurdy,  who 
makes  the  queerest  "R"  we  ever  saw.  The 
compilation  is  by  Drs.  Marsh  and  White,  med- 
ical directors. 

During  the  fifty-six  years  covered  by  the 
report  there  have  been  46,525  deaths.  In  the 
year  1844  there  were  only  thi'ee  deaths;  in 
18!)8  there  were  .S,421  deaths.  This  great  dif- 
ference illustrates  the  great  difference  in  the 
size  and  business  of  the  company. 

Altogether,  this  is  the  best  mortality  experi- 
ence book  ever  issued  by  any  life  insurance 
company. 

Tubercular  diseases  at  all  ages  caused  12.42 
percent,  of  all  the  deaths,  from  28.01  under 
25,  to  32.0(5  at  ages  25  to  30  years,  the  highest, 
down  to  a  nominal  percentage  in  old  age. 

Cancer  is  responsible  for  1,882  deaths  out  of 
the  46,525.  This  disease  occurs  most  at  ages 
50  to  70,  say  from  5  to  6  per  cent,  of  the  total. 
Only  13  cases  are  reported  in  persons  under 
30.  The  rate  from  this  cause  does  not  increase 
after  60.  This  age  is  the  most  vulnerable, 
and  is  equal  to  the  death  rate  from  consv.mp- 
tion.  Whether  the  disease  is  increasing,  or 
there  is  a  greater  accuracy  of  diagnosis  and 
carefulness  of  record,  is  still  uncertain.  The 
majority  of  medical  writers,  however,  believe 
the  disease  ison  the  increase.  The  company's 
experience  shovs^s  an  increase  from  4.23  per 
cent,  in  1879  to  7.59  in  1898,  with  a  low  rate  in 
several  intervening  years. 

Diabetes  is  responsible  for  many  deaths, 
especially  at  age  60  or  more. 

Apoplexy  carried  off  3,541  and  paralysis 
1,514.  Heart  disease  "killed"  4,839  members 
of  the  company,  mostly  in  advanced  life, 
nearly  a  third  between  60  and  70. 

Pneumonia  was  fatal  to  4,062,  or  9  per  cent. 
There  were  761  deaths  from  disease  of  the 
stomach.  Disease  of  the  liver  ended  the  lives 
of  1,352.  Both  stomach  and  liver  diseases  in- 
clude cases  of  alcoholism. 

Bright's  disease  caused  the  death  of  2,997 
or  6.66  per  cent.,  chief  at  ages  45  to  60  or  more. 

Casualties  caused  2,346  deaths,  or  about 
5  per  cent.    These  include  suicides.    It  is  an 


argument  for  accident  insurance  as  well. 
It  means  that,  as  one  must  die  anyway,  there 
is  one  chance  in  twenty  that  the  death  will 
be  accidental.  Drowning  leads  in  point  of 
number. 

The  Mutual  Life  lost  thirty-four  lives  in 
the  Civil  War  and  four  in  the  Cuban  War. 

There  have  been  991  suicides,  the  favorite 
route  being  the  bullet,  next  poison,  next 
hanging,  while  the  sensible  and  decent 
method  attracted  too  few  to  be  classified.  It 
must  be,  indeed,  that  suicides  are  insane. 

Old  age  "killed  off"  only  680.  Insurance 
against  old  age  ought  to  pi'ove  profitable. 


Ackno-wledgments. 

Superintendent  Ed.  T.  Orear,  of  the  Mis- 
souri insurance  department,  has  our  thanks 
for  thirty-first  annual  report. 

The  Standard  and  the  Surveyor  favor  us 
with  their  useful  dollar  directories— the  one 
of  New  England  and  the  other  of   New  York. 


Cyclopedia  of  Insurance. 

From  the  press  of  the  Insurance  Journal 
Company,  Hartford,  we  have  at  hand  Hay- 
den's  Annual  Cyclopedia  in  the  United  States, 
1899-1900.  This  year  the  book  contains  658 
pages  as  against  370  pages  in  1890,  the  year  it 
was  first  published.  It  is  one  of  those  refer- 
ence books  that  when  wanted  is  wanted 
very  badly.  Up  to  date,  personal,  company, 
statistical  and  general. 


A  Promise  for  a  Great  Legal  Contest. 

The  Continental  Insurance  Company  has 
locked  horns  in  the  supreme  court,  state  of 
New  York,  with  the  New  York  Central  and 
Hudson  River  Railroad  Company.  For  cause 
of  action  the  Continental,  as  owner  of  4,408 
shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  N.  Y.  and 
Harlem  Railroad  Company,  seeks  to  have  set 
aside  a  supplementary  agreement  made  by 
the  executive  committees  of  the  directors 
of  the  two  roads.  The  Central  operates 
the  Harlem  under  a  lease  running  for  four 
hundred  and  one  years.  The  directors  of  the 
Central,  a  majority  of  whom  are  also  a  majori- 
ty of  the  directors  of  the  Harlem,  are  accused 
of  having  fixed  up  this  "supplementary"  to 
obviate  the  necessity  for  payment  to  the 
stockholders  of  the  Harlem,  who  were  not  in 
the  combine  with  the  Central's  directors,  a 
rental  of  $220,000  per  annum  running  for 
three  hundred  and  seventy-four  years,  being 
a  total  amount  for  the  period  of  $82,280,000 
without  additions  of  interest. 
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The  case  will  be  watched  closely  by  all 
large  investors  in  American  railroad  securi- 
ties and  more  particularly  by  fire  and  life 
ofBcials. 

Transatlantic  Notes. 
Twenty-five  persons   were    run    over    and 
killed   in   London  during    the    week  ending 
July  6,  last. 

In  Greater  London  last  week  3,540  births 
and  1,6(55  deaths  were  registered,  correspond- 
ing to  annual  rates  of  27.7  and  13.1  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  population.  In  London  proper 
the  deaths  registered  were  1,274,  equal  to 
14.5  per  thousand.  For  the  33  great  towns  of 
England  and  Wales  the  rate  was  15.1  per 
thousand. 

A  sort  of  medical  insurance  company  has 
been  organized  in  Paris  for  the  exhibition. 
Doctors  of  every  nationality  are  "on  tap," 
and  a  call  on  the  telephone  will  produce  a 
doctor  of  almost  any  nationality  by  the  sick 
man's  bedside  at  a  moment's  notice.  The  "in- 
surance" idea  is  carried  out  by  the  issue  of 
tickets  costing  from  10  fr.  to  75  fr. 

FIRE   CAUSED   BY   LOCOMOTIVE. 

A  railwaj'  company  in  England  recently  lost 
a  case  in  which  it  was  sued  for  the  value  of  a 
field  of  wheat  destroyed  by  a  fire  started  by  a 
spark  from  one  of  the  company's  engines. 
The  important  point  in  the  case  was  that 
the  jury  found  that  the  company  had  not 
taken  sufficient  precaution,  notwithstanding 
that  expert  witnesses  were  called  to  prove 
that  the  engine  was  fitted  with  the  best  and 
most  modern  spark-arresting  appliances. 

FLOATING    STATION. 

A  new  fioating  fire  station  will  soon  be  at 
its  moorings  on  the  Thames,  near  Blackfriar 
bridge,  London.  The  new  river  float  is  made 
of  galvanized  iron,  is  80  feet  long  and  30  feet 
wide,  and  draws  only  2  feet  of  water.  It 
throws  1,600  gallons  of  water  a  minute,  and 
owing  to  its  shallow  draught  can  go  close  up 
to  any  building  burning  on  the  bank  of  the 
river.  Its  pumps  are  arranged  for  flooding 
vessels  and  then  pumping  them  dry  again. 

WHARF   FIRE    IN    LIVERPOOL. 

Liverpool  came  very  near  having  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  Hoboken  conflagration  on  a  small 
scale,  on  Sunday,  July  8.  A  watchman  dis- 
covered a  small  blaze  in  a  freight  shed  on  the 
Toxtieth  dock,  in  which  hundreds  of  casks  of 
palm  oil  were  stored.  Two  of  Elder,  Demptser 
&  Go's  steamers,  the  Batanga  and   the  Oron, 


were  moored  alongside  the  quaj'.  Before  the 
Batanga  could  be  removed  the  fire  had 
reached  her  and  was  making  serious  headway 
when  the  fire  brigade  arrived.  The  vessel 
was  saved.  The  freight  sheds  and  their  con- 
tents of  oil  and  general  freight  were  a  total 
loss. 

LONDON    FIJIES. 

The  chairman  in  his  address  at  the  annual 
review  of  the  Metropolitan  fire  brigade,  Lon- 
don, reported  that  the  past  year  had  not  been 
marked  by  any  fire  of  remarkable  extent,  but 
there  had  been  three  times  as  many  fires  as 
in  the  year  1866,  when  the  brigade  was  estab- 
lished, though  the  number  of  serious  fires  had 
diminished.  There  were  now  in  the  metrop- 
olis 60  tire  stations,  over  600  fire  alarms  and 
25,000  hydrants,  and  with  the  exception  of 
certain  outlying  portions  of  London  there  was 
no  householder  who  could  not  have  a  fireman 
at  his  house  within  five  minutes  of  giving  the 
alarm. 

SMOKE   PROTECTOR. 

The  "smoke  helmet"  had  a  chance  of  demon- 
strating its  usefulness  at  the  fire  recently 
at  the  Union  Cold  Storage  Company's  prem- 
ises at  Vestry's  Wharf.  The  smoke  from 
the  fire  was  very  dense,  and,  in  addition, 
there  was  an  escape  of  ammonia,  the  pungent 
fumes  from  which  disconcerted  the  firemen 
considerably.  After  three  steamers  had  been 
for  some  time  employed  in  pumping  fresh  air 
into  the  engine-room  in  the  basement,  where 
the  fire  originated,  the  smoke  helmet  was 
used  to  enable  the  men  to  get  down  to  the 
flames.  It  proved  very  effective.  They  were 
able  to  reach  and  shut  off  a  cock  commanding 
a  tank  in  which  the  ammonia  was  stored. 
After  this  the  fire  was  easily  overcome.  Four 
men  who  had  taken  refuge  in  a  cold  chamber 
were  rescued  by  the  firemen. — The  Insurance 
Observer,  London. 

JAPANESE   LIFE    INSURANCE. 

The  Nippon  Life,  of  Oaska,  Japan,  has  over 
80,000  lives  on  its  books,  of  which  62,000  are 
males  and  18,000  females.  The  Nippon  issues 
policies  on  the  leading  plans  adopted  bj'  Brit- 
ish and  American  companies,  and  makes  a 
specialty  of  "education  fund"  and  "marriage 
fund"  insurance.  Under  the  education  fund 
scheme,  the  policyholder  may  specify  that 
when  the  child  reaches  the  age  of  fifteen  or 
twenty  years  the  annual  income  provided  by 
the  fund  shall  then  begin  to  be  paid.  The 
company  paj^s  the  education  annuity  for  five 
consecutive  j^ears,  and  tnen  it  ceases,  but  the 
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payment  immediately  stops  if  the  child  dies 
during  the  live  years.  An  applicant  is  not  re 
quired  to  pay  a  medical  fee  if  he  is  examined 
at  the  head  ofBce  of  the  company  or  at  any  of 
its  agencies,  but,  if  examined  at  his  own 
home,  a  fee  is  charged. 

FREXCH    FIRE  BUSINESS. 

The  tables  of  the  French  fire  business  in 
1899,  as  published  in  the  Paris  Argus,  comprise 
the  figures  of  twenty-two  French  companies. 
The  net  premium  receipts  were  £4,339,408  or 
£124,804  moi-e  than  in  1898.  The  average  ratio 
of  losses  to  premiums  was  59.71  per  cent., 
which  compares  with  .53.21  per  cent,  in  1898 
and  47.18  per  cent,  in  1897.  To  find  a  higher 
loss  ratio  we  have  to  go  back  to  1893,  when 
the  percentage  was  60.53.  Commissions  show 
an  average  ratio  of  24.30  per  cent.,  which  is 
rather  less  than  in  1898  and  1897.  Other  ex- 
penses show  an  average  ratio  of  10.03  percent., 
as  against  11.03  per  cent,  in  1898  and  10.37 
per  cent,  in  1897.  The  average  trading  pi-ofit 
was  5.96  per  cent.,  which  is  far  below  any 
other  year  since  1893.  The  balance  at  credit 
of  the  profit  and  loss  accounts  of  the  twenty- 
two  companies  was  £734,640,  comparing  with 
£954,836  in  1898,  and  the  shareholders  re- 
ceived £585,540,  or  about  £106,440  less  than  in 
1898. 

FIRE    EXTINGUISHING    IN    BERLIN. 

Here  is  a  fair  sample  of  methods  as  they  pre- 
vail in  Berlin.  The  fire  brigade  had  been 
summoned  one  morning  by  a  resident  to  put 
out  a  fire  in  his  dining  I'oom.  Next  morning 
he  was  required  at  the  police  court  for  exam- 
ination. It  appeared  that  the  fire  had  orig- 
inated from  a  fragment  of  an  incandescent 
fuel  brick  which  had  fallen  from  a  stove  in 
the  attic  to  the  floor,  set  fire  to  it,  and  burned 
a  hole  thi'ough  to  the  room  below.  The  zinc 
under  this  stove  was  some  inches  narrower 
than  the  ordinance  prescribed,  and  the  in- 
quiry was  directed  to  ascertaining  who  set 
the  stove  in  that  way.  The  tenant  showed 
that  he  had  leased  the  premises  as  they  were, 
and  had  been  guilty  of  no  violation  of  the  law, 
as  the  stove  was  one  of  the  appointments  of 
the  house.  Then  the  owner  was  called.  He 
proved  that  he  had  just  acquired  the  pi'operty 
by  purchase,  and  that  everything  in  it  was 
just  as  it  had  been.  He  was  gravely  reminded 
of  his  duty  and  told  to  step  aside.  The  third 
witness  was  the  former  owner,  who  had  sold 
the  building.  A  searching  examination  re- 
vealed the  fact  that  he  had  caused  or  per- 
mitted the  stove  to  be  set  as  the  authorities 
found  it,  and  because  of  the  insufficient  pi'o- 


tection  between  it  and  the  floor  the  accident 
had  occui'red.  The  result  was  that  he  was 
required  to  pay  the  cost  of  calling  out  the  fire 
department,  to  repair  the  damaged  woodwork 
and  plastering,  and  was  fined  300  marks  for 
having  violated  an  ordinance  relative  to  fire 
protection  in  dwellings. 

WOOLEN  SCREENS  TESTED. 

An  interesting  test  was  recently  made  by 
the  British  Fire  Prevention  Committee. 
London  fire  insurance  men  have  for  some 
time  contended  that  the  judicious  application 
of  a  window  protection  would  materially 
assist  in  limiting  the  extent  of  many  fires  in 
the  congested  disti'icts.  One  of  the  first 
tests  made  by  the  committee,  was  with  a 
woolen  screen.  The  test,  with  a  door  im- 
provised as  a  screen  and  covered  by  woolen 
material,  was  to  record  the  effect  of  a  fire  of 
30  minutes'  duration  ranging  in  temperature 
from  300  to  1,500  degrees  Fahrenheit.  The 
screen  vi^as  8  feet  high  and  8  feet  wide  and 
made  of  material  woven  of  treble-laid  coarse- 
spun  worsted,  five  yarns  to  an  inch.  On  the 
fire  side  a  band  of  hard  woven  cloth  was 
fastened  slack,  so  that  by  cross-stitching  a 
series  of  pockets  were  formed  for  the  purpose 
of  catching  water  from  a  perforated  hose 
which  was  operating  constantly  during  the 
experiment.  Throughout  the  test,  though 
the  highest  temperature  exceeded,  for  a  time, 
1,500  degrees,  the  curtain  remained  almost 
wholly  intact. 

Semi-Annttal  Figures. 

Very  generally  the  semi-annual  reports  of 
the  fire  offices  show  depleted  surplus  funds. 


Glory  Enough  for  AIL 

"We  shall  recognize  that  our  neighbors  in 
the  business  have  their  title  to  respect  as 
well  as  ourselves,  and  shall  endeavor  to  stamp 
out  the  contemptible  practice  of  uplifting 
ourselves  by  tearing  down  our  rivals.  'There 
is  glory  enough  for  all.'  "  President  Alex- 
ander, Equitable  Life  Assurance  Society. 


From  Sextoniana :  "Companies  of  the  Fireman's 
Fund  stamp  make  their  money  on  good  rates,  and 
not  on  scalping  settlements.  Bargain-making, 
salvage-hunting,  cinching  adjusters  are  not 
wanted  by  legitimate  companies." 


Failure  of  assured  to  sign  certificate  of 
health  after  default  in  premium,  on  retention 
by  company  of  premium  forwarded  later,  held 
not  to  relieve  company  from  consequences  of 
waiver  of  forfeiture  for  non-payment. 
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July  Fires. 

These  fire  loss  reports  were 
originated  by  tbe  Coast  Review 
in  1880. 

LOSSES  BY  COMPANIES. 

Aachen  &  Munich    .   .    .    .$  10,751 

^tna 50.401 

Agricultural 2,803 

Alliance 18,815 

American,  N.J 1,262 

American,  N.  Y 1,312 

American,  Pa 11,009 

American,  Boston  ....  100 

American  Central  ....  6,194 

Atlas 7,593 

Baloise 7i8 

Boston 2.742 

British  America 3-246 

Caledonian 2,797 

Commercial  Union  ....  40.427 

Connecticut 8,238 

Delaware 523 

Fire  Association     ....  21,417 

Fireman's  Fund  ...       .  44,313 

Franklin 8,289 

German  Alliance     ....  i65 

German-American  ....  19-655 

Girard 1.659 

Glen  Falls i,993 

Greenwich 3,064 

Hamburg-Bremen   ....  8.241 

Hamburg-Underwriters  .  917 

Hanover 5,209 

Hartford 42,809 

Helvetia 2,615 

Home,  N.  Y 28,485 

Home  Mutual 21,538 

Ins.  Co.  North  America   .  14,320 

Imperial 26,520 

Kings  County 1,002 

Lancashire 13,893 

Law  Union  &  Crown  .   .   .  4.440 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .   .  .  89,961 

Lion 11,431 

London  &  Lancashire  .  .  17,843 

London 6,297 

Magdeburg     5,99i 

Magdeburg,  N.  Y 30 

Manchester 6,582 

Manhattan 1,000 

Mercantile 347 

Merchants 6,548 

Milwaukee  Mechanics     .  7,634 

National,  Hartford    .   .   .  3i,54i 

Netherlands 500 

New  Zealand 6,261 

New  York  Underwriters  .  12,544 

Niagara 8,278 

Northern 3,650 

North  German 8.035 

North  British  &  Mercau.     19,586 

Norwich  Union 8,911 

Orient 3,091 

Palatine 24,670 


Pelican 4, '93 

Pennsylvania 27.255 

Phenix,  Brooklyn    ....  i,37i 

Phila.  Underwriters  .   .   .  4,380 

Phoenix,  Hartford  ....  44,663 

Phoenix,  London      ....  17, 757 

Providence-Washington  .  6,713 

Prussian  National  .   ...  760 

Queen i°'5oi 

Royal  Exchange  .....  9  9S1 

Royal     ^7,393 

Scottish  Union  &  Nat' 1   .  17,281 

Springfield 12.^92 

Sun,  London 23,861 

State '^4 

St.  Paul 3,391 

Svea i4,oi8 

Teutonia ''^^o 

Traders     '-^'^ 

Transatlantic 9'826 

Thuringia-American  .    .   .  3.564 

Thuringia 24,241 

Union,  London 8,217 

Union,  Pa 0''^5 

United  States i.i55 

Victoria 5^5 

Westchester i-°5i 

Western '  '9,266 

Williamsburg  City     .   .   .  3,804 

Total $1,092,434 

Total  to  date,  1900  .  $3,170,078 
"        '•      "       1899.82,647,043 

Losses  for  entire  year,  accord- 
ing to  average  experience,  will  be 
$5,600,000,  u'iih  an  average  loss 
ratio  of  .^2  2^er  cent. 

WASHINGTON. 

30  .  Ballard,  fr  saw  mill: 

Pha3nix,  Hartford  ....  $500 
5  .  Ballard,  stk  notions : 

United  States i.soo 

22  .  Deer  Park,  dwg  and  conts  : 
American  Central  ....  $500 

27  .  Clallam  co..  shingle  mill: 
Svea ^846 

30  .  Deming,  shingle  mill: 

American  Central  ....  $500 

St.  Paul 500 

4  .  (June)  Everett,  fr  warehouse : 

Niagara $1,200 

4  .  Oilman  Park,  fr  saloon  and 
conts : 
Pennsylvania $1,070 

24  .  Haller  City .  shingles  in  kiln : 

Imperial $1,000 

Svea 500 

Fire  Association     .  .   .    1,000 

26  .  King  CO.,  dwg  and  barn : 

Manchester $   600 


31  .  Mt.  Vernon,  fr  shingle  mill: 

•  St.  Paul $   500 

American  Central  .   .   .      500 
Phoenix,  Hartford  .   .   .    1,000 

Svea 1,000 

Delaware     500 

Phoenix,  London  ....    1,000 
Hamburg-Bremen  .   .   .    1,000 

18  .  Pomeroy,  br  bldg  and  fr  dwg 
and  gen'l  mdse: 
Williamsburg  City    .   .  $   400 

National,  Hartford    .   .  938 

Franklin 750 

Pennsylvania       ....  1,135 

Phoenix,  London  ....  3,407 

American  Central   .   .   .  1,000 

Aachen  &  Munich    .  .   .  1,877 

Hanover 938 

Commercial  Union     .   .  3,500 

Western 2.816 

Lancashire        1,100 

Home  Mutual 938 

^tna 1,877 

German-American  .    .   .  1,877 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .   .  938 

Norwich  Union     ....  1,877 

Fireman's  Fund   ....  1,000 

Orient 650 

Scottish  Union     ....  2,739 

Caledonian 508 

Sun 1,238 

Fire  Association     .   .   .  1,43s 

Total $32,741 

27  .  Pt.  Angeles,  shingle  mill: 
American  Central  ....  $500 
St.  Paul 500 

5  .  Seattle,  frbldg: 

Thuringia $2,000 

4  .  Seattle,  br  bldg  &  stk  furni : 
Phoenix,  London  .   ...  $   762 

Transatlantic 762 

Hamburg  Underwriters     762 

North  British 3,279 

Greenwich 762 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  762 
Milwaukee  Mechanics  .  1,275 
Thuringia-American     .       762 

Thuringia 2,782 

American  Central  .  .  .  1,029 
Hamburg-Bremen   .  .   .    1,275 

Total $14,212 

30  .  Seattle,  sash  &  door  factory: 
American  Central  ...  $    500 

St.  Paul       500 

^tna     1,000 

American,  Pa.  ......    1,000 

Agricultural 1,000 

24  .  Seattle,  shingle  mill: 

Niagara $1,500 

20  .  Seattle,  millinery: 

Lancashire $1,500 

Alliance 500 
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17  .  Seattle,  fr  dwg: 

Royal  Exchange  ....  $1,500 
9  .  Seattle,  dwg: 

Hamburg-Bremen  ....  $500 

18  .  Spokane,  mdse: 

North  German $700 

.   .  Spokane,  dwg  and  conts  : 
Fireman'.s  Fund  ....  $1,100 

15  .  Spokane,  dwg : 

Franklin $650 

10  .  Spokane,  grand  stand: 

Imperial $500 

Fire  Association    .  .   .    •  500 

13  .  Spokane,  fr  sawmill  &mchy  : 

Hartford $2,500 

^tna 2,500 

20  .  Spokane,    planing   mill    and 
lumber: 

Franklin $1,000 

Fire  Association  .   .   .   .      500 

Springfield 1,000 

National,  Hartford    .   .    1,000 

Agricultural 500 

St.  Paul 500 

American  Central  .  .   .      500 

Merchants 1,000 

Phoenix,  Hartford  .  .   .    1,000 

New  Zealand 500 

North  German 800 

Pelican 500 

Phcenix,  London  ....    1,500 

Transatlantic 800 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  1,000 
Sun 1,250 

Total $13,350 

12    Snohomish,  dry  kiln  and  stk : 

Lion $959 

Imperial  > 950 

.  .  Stephenson,  fr  saw  mill  and 

conts : 

New  York  Underwrit.  .  $3,200 

I  .  Tacoma,  fr  slaughter  house: 

Commercial  Union    .   .   .  $500 

30  .  (June)  Tacoma,  stk  furni : 

Orient $943 

Fire  Association    ....    942 

17  .  Tekoa,  bldg  and  machy  : 

Thuringia $1,250 

Hamburg-Bremen  ....     803 

26  .  Walla  Walla    co.,    growing 
grain: 
London $723 

19  .  Walla   Walla    co.,    growing 

grain: 
Home  Mutual $850 

30  .  Whatcom  co.,  shingle  mill : 
Helvetia $1,000 

Losses  under  $500    .  .  .  $23,256 

Total  Washington  .  $130,845 


OREGON. 

15  .  Astoria,  fr  whse: 

Queen $600 

.   .  Cornelius,  dwg: 

Fireman's  Fund $800 

.   .  Dalles  City,  fr  dwg  &  conts  : 

Royal  Exchange $750 

22  .  Linn  co.,  fr  barn  bldgs  and 
conts : 

Pennsylvania $1,250 

20  .  Lebanon,  stk  clothing: 

German-American  .  .  .  $750 
20  .  McMinnville,  bicycle  stk: 

Aachen  &  Munich  ....  $900 
13  .  Multnomah  co.,  fr  dwg: 

Union,  London  ....  $627 
13  .  Malheur  co.,  wood: 

American,  Pa $520 

8  .  Portland,  fr  and  iron  bldg: 

Imperial $1,000 

Atlas 743 

31  .  Portland,  dwg  and  barn: 

London $500 

24  .  Portland,  dwg: 

Norwich  Union    ....  $   625 

Scottish  Union     ....    1,250 

5  .  Rainer,  fr  store  bldg  &  mdse : 

Connecticut $   500 

National,  Hartford    .   .       500 

Imperial 2,675 

Lion    .   .   .■ 1,250 

Fire  Association     ...      500 

18    Wasco  CO.,  fr  ice  house: 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .   .  $3,750 
Springfield 539 

Losses  under  $500     ...  $  9,957 
Total  Oregon  ....  $29,986 

MONTANA. 
3  .  Butte,  dwg: 

Helvetia $700 

5  .  Butte,  fr  dwg: 

American,  N.  Y $521 

i8  .  Butte,  fr  bldg: 

Western 500 

Lancashire $500 

13  .  East  Helena,  Idg  house : 

Home  Mutual «i,ooo 

16  .  Elliston,  fr  dwg  and  conts :  • 
Phoenix,  Hartford  ....  $775 

16  .  Helena,  dwg  and  furni : 

Phila.  Underwriters  .  .  1,000 

24  .  Kalispel,  fr  store  and  mdse: 
Phoenix,  Hartford  .  .  .  $1,000 

9  .  Libby,  fr  dwg: 

Phoenix,  Hartford  ....  $500 

13  .  Livingston,  dwg: 

Aachen  &  Munich  ....  $600 


4  .  Livingston,  vehicles,  etc. : 

Thuringia $500 

30  .  Munc)    Miles    City,   wool   in 
whse: 

Lancashire $3,718 

Imperial 3,600 

Fireman's  Fund  ....  2,599 
New  York  Underwriters  2,000 
Fire  Association  .  .  .  8,089 
Home  Mutual 1,597 

Total $21,603 

The  foregoing  did  not  report 
losses  on  this  risk  last  month. 
It  was  the  general  impression 
that  the  fire  occurred  on  July  i. 
The  foregoing  brings  the  total, 
paid  from  San  Francisco,  up  to 
$135,000. 

Losses  under  $500  .   .   .   .$8,578 
Total  Montana    .   .   .  $37-777 

ARIZONA. 
.   .  Alhambra,  dwg  and  conts : 
Fireman's  Fnnd  ....  $1,300 

30.  (June)    Morenci,   bldgs    and 
machy : 
Thuringia $1,000 

16  .  McCabe,  fr  bldg  and  conts: 

Pennsylvania $1,500 

Union,  Pa.       1,000 

14  .  Prescott,  gen'l  fire: 

Western $  8,200 

Pennsylvania 8,900 

Union,  Pa 1,000 

Fireman's  Fund     .  .   .    11,000 

Palatine 4,.soo 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .    64,362 

Lion  . 1,500 

Imperial 7,629 

Hartford 20,640 

New  York  Underwrit.  6,250 
Norwich  Union  ....      1,500 

^tna 28,712 

American,  Pa 2,000 

Svea 1,000 

Agricultural 1,000 

Union,  London  ....  4,060 
Law  Union  &  Crown    .      1,650 

Victoria 500 

Hamburg-Bremen     .   .      1,110 

Magdeburg 3,000 

Royal 7,275 

Queen 5,000 

Commercial  Union   .   .    11,710 

Alliance 4,000 

Providence-Wash.    .   .     2,898 

Pelican 2,283 

Phtenix,  London    .  .   .    10,170 

New  Zealand i,ooo 

North  British 6,200 

Home  Mutual 4-050 

Phenix,  Brooklyn  .  .  .  i.ooo 
London  &  Lancashire    1,500 
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Home 6,700 

Thuringia 4,7oo 

Manchester 1.250 

Phoenix,  Hartford    .   .    26,625 
Scottish  Union   ....     3,373 

Connecticut 2,100 

Ins.  Co.  North  America    7.000 
National,  Hartford  .   .    16,000 

Springfield 9.000 

Sun 8,373 

Phila.  Underwriters    .     3.000 
Fire  Association   .  .  .        800 

Total $324,520 

17  .  Pearce,  fr  quartz  mill : 

Niagara $2,500 

.   .  Phoenix,  bldg: 

Home  Mutual $1,500 

24  .  Yuma,  fr  bldg  and  conts  : 

New  Zealand $   500 

Fireman's  Fund  ....    1,500 

Hartford 500 

^tna     1.750 

Losses  under  $500  .   .   .   .$24,289 
Total  Arizona    .   .   .  $361,859 
COLORADO 
28  .  Arvada,  fr  creamery : 

British  America    .  .   .  .$i,343 
4  .  Arapahoe  co.,  fr  dwg: 

Imperial $624 

15  .  Basalt,    dwg  and  conts  and 
restaurant: 

Atlas $1,250 

3  .  Cripple  Creek,  Idg  house: 

Scottish  Union $830 

22  .  Cripple  Creek,  stk  mdse: 

Thuringia $    75o 

Svea 1,000 

15  .  Denver,  br  and  fr  bldg  machy  : 

Imperial $624 

2  .  Denver,  machine  shop : 

North  British $i,533 

Royal  Exchange    ....      613 
8  .  Denver,  machy : 

Helvetia $54i 

5  .  Denver,  stk  clothing: 

Transatlantic $73' 

5  .  Denver,  dwg : 

Atlas $1,960 

2  .  Netherland,  genl  mdse: 

Svea $700 

3  .  Victor,  dwg  and  conts : 

Atlas $661 

Losses  under  $500  ....  $7,991 
Total  Colorado    .  .   .$21,151 
IDAHO. 
21  .  Boise,  genl  mdse: 

Niagara $75o 

.   .  Giblousville,  fr  dwg: 

London  &  Lancashire  $1,830 


17  .  Pocotello,  genl  mdse: 

Commercial  Union    .   .  $    675 
Alliance 2026 

25  .  Weiser,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 
Phoenix,  Hartford  ...  $   900 
Home     2,000 

Losses  under  $500   .   .   .   .$1,084 
Total  Idaho    .....  $9,265 

UTAH. 

.   .  Box  Elder  CO.,  fr  dwg  &  conts: 

Hartford $i,75o 

.   .  Salt  Lake  City,  fr  dwg  and 
barn : 

Hartford $875 

16  .  Salt  Lake  City,  dwg  &  furni: 

Milwaukee  Mechanics  $1,371 

National,  Hartford    .   .    1,219 

13  .  SaltLakeCity, conts brbldg: 

Caledonian $539 

Losses  under  $500  .   .   .   .$4,558 

Total  Utah $10,312 

NEVADA. 
20  .  Eureka,  fr  bldg  and  mdse: 
Fireman's  Fund  .  .  .   .  .  $500 
Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .  .   .    500 

Hartford 800 

14  .  Reno,  fr  dwg  and  barn: 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .   .  $1,000 
Royal  Exchange  ....      500 
German-American  ...      500 
29  .  (June)  Reno,  creamery : 

Norwich  Union $702 

7  .  Winnemucca,  fr  bldg : 

North  British $1,000 

13  .  Washoe  co.,  dwg  and  barn: 

Manchester $5^4 

Losses  under  $500  ...     $  2,363 
Total  Nevada  ....  $  8,379 
HAWAII. 

2  .  Honolulu,  fr  bldg: 

German-American  .   .   .  $2,000 

2  .  Paia,  fr  whse : 

Royal $2,000 

Losses  under  $500 $660 

Total  Hawaii    ....  $4,660 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 

27  .  Nelson,  stk  furni: 

New  Zealand $500 

Losses  under  $500 $663 

Total  British  Columbia  $1,163 

TEXAS. 
6  .  El  Paso,  stk  dry  goods : 

National,  Hartford    .   .   .  $.581 
WYOMING. 
12  .  Buffalo,  court  house : 

National,  Hartford    .   .   .  $75° 
Losses  under  $500     .   .   .   .  $  332 
Total  Wyoming    .  .   .  $1,083 


"NEW  MEXICO. 

Losses  under  $500 $378 

Total  Outside  Territorij  $623,438 
CALIFORNIA. 
31  .  Alameda    co.,  fr   dwg,  barn 
and  cqnts: 

New  Zealand       $785 

15  .  Alameda  co. ,  f r  dwg : 

Queen $1,200 

24  .  Amador  co..  fr  bldg,  barns, 
etc.; 
Phoenix,  London $900 

30  .  (June)  Berkeley,  stk: 

Fireman's  Fund $681 

20    Butte  CO.,  hay : 

New  Zealand    ......  .$500 

20  .  Castle  Crags,  hotel  &  conts: 
National,  Hartford    .   .  $1,000 

Springfield 500 

Royal     3,333 

Queen 1,666 

German-American  .  .   .    4,000 

Boston 1,000 

North  British    ...       .    4,000 

Greenwich 2,000 

Norwich  Union     ....    1,500 
Royal  Exchange  ....    2,500 

Orient 1,500 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .   .    8,750 

Hartford 5,000 

Phoenix,  Hartford  .  .  .    2,500 

Alliance 5,ooo 

Commercial  Union     .   .    5,000 

Transatlantic 1,500 

Imperial 1,500 

Lion 1,500 

Thuringia 2,500 

Phoenix,  London  ....    2,500 
Providence-Washingt'n  1,500 

Sun 4,500 

Pelican 1,000 

^tna 2,500 

Connecticut 2,500 

Home '^,500 

Law  Union  &  Crown  .   .    2,500 

Union,  London 2,500 

Pennsylvania 2,500 

Union,  Pa 1,000 

Hanover 1,2'' > 

Aachen  &  Munich    .   .   .    i,5co 

Palatine 6,500 

American,  Pa 2,500 

Svea 2,500 

Scottish  Union     .  .   .   .    1,000 

Total $100,999 

4.  Contra    Costa    co.,    growing 
grain: 

Merchants '   '  $57o 

Girard 570 

United  States 37o 

.  .  Contra  Costa,  hay : 

Fireman's  Fund  .  ,  .   .   ■  U960 


PUTTING  YOUR  BUSINESS  IN 

SOME  COMPANIES  IS  LIKE  / 


i 


K66olno  uour  Moneu  and  ValiiaDl6S  in  a 
PasieDoard  Dox  Instead  of  a  Modern  Sale 

WHEN  YOU  HAVE  BOTH  IN  YOUR  OFFICE. 

YOU  CANNOT  AFFORD  IN  THE  LONG  RUN  TO  GIVE  YOUR  CUSTOMERS  ANYTHING   BUT 
THE  BEST  INDEMNITY  OBTAINABLE,  AND  THAT  IS  A  CONTINENTAL  POLICY. 


ASSETS  OVER 

TEN    IWIILLIONS   OF    DOLLARS 

$10,000,000 

RESERVE  FOR  UNEARNED  PREMIUMS  OVER 

FOUR   MILLIONS   OF  DOLLARS 

$4,000,000 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS  (including  Cash  Capital 
$1,000,000)  OVER 

FIVE  MILLIONS  OF  DOLLARS 

$5,000,000 


Onr  Special  Agrents  pay  Pacific  Coast  Losses  by  sight  drafts  on  Crocker-Woolworth  Bank, 

San  Francisco. 

GONTINENTAL 

Tire  Insurance  Company  of  nm  vork 

WESTERN  DEPARTMENT  (indwding  Pacific  Coast)   RIALTO  BL'DG,  CHICAGO,    ILL. 

GEO.  E.  KLINE,  General  Manager.  C.  R.  TUTTLE,  Assistant  General  Manager. 

PACinC  COAST  SPECIAL  AGENTS  : 

Cai.ifoknia—  Washington,  Oregon  and1uah<i 

n.  W.  GRAVES,  P.  O.  Box  2536,  W.   A.  WILLIAMS,  P.  O.  Box  75^ 

San  Franoisco.  PortUind,  Ore 

('(iLOXADo,  Wyoming,  Utah.  New  Mexico 

L-  !_.  A.TTi  £^<-.vT  n  /-i  r.        ^  AND  Montana 

F.  P,  WILSON,  p.  O.  Box  926,  „  „  xjti/-, » i.c,   n  /-v  T» 

LosAn^-eles.  F,  H.  RHOADS,  P.  O.  Box  .432. 

Denver,  Colo. 
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9  .  Contra  Costa  co.,  barn,  hay  : 

Pennsylvania $1,070 

Fireman's  Fund  ....    1,250 
20  .  Chico,  threshing  outfit: 

Palatine $1,190 

20  .  Chinese  Camp,  saloon  &  conts 

Palatine $1,700 

14  .  Dunsmuir,  dwg: 

Fireman's  Fund  .   .   .   .$   Soo 

Home  Mutual 800 

Franklin 2,215 

21  .  Eureka,  gen'l  mdse: 

Hamburg-Bremen  ....  $500 

.  .  Estrella,frbldg& gen] mdse: 
Hartford $1,500 

13  .  Fresno,  fr  flour  mill  &  conts : 

Lancashire     .  ■ $2,000 

Kings  Co 870 

Atlas 1,739 

Royal 3.479 

Queen    .........    1,304 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .   .      500 

Lion 652 

Imperial 652 

Total $ii,ig6 

29    Fresno,  frgrainery&  vehicles 
Phoenix,  London $650 

25  .  Fruitvale,  fr  dwg  and  conts  : 

Alliance $  5,000 

Commercial  Union   .   .    15,000 
.^tna 2,000 

15  .  Fruitvale,  hhld  furni : 

Commercial  Union     .   .  $2,466 

31  .  Grass  Valley,  genl  tire: 

Svea $   500 

Williamsburg  City  .   .    1,000 

Glens  Falls 750 

Franklin      1,000 

Westchester      952 

Northern      1,500 

Traders     700 

Palatine 3,650 

Lancashire 800 

Western 2,300 

Liv.&Lon.&  Globe   .   .    3,750 

Manchester 750 

Phoenix,  Hartford  .   .   .    2,400 

Thuringia 1,000 

Connecticut 1,250 

Merchants       1,250 

Pennsylvania 750 

Home     3,919 

Home  Mutual 5,500 

Hartford      1,250 

North  German 750 

Total $36,221 

5  .  Golden  Gate,  dwg  &  conts: 

Home     $1,152 

Aachen  &  Munich    .   .       607 

2  .  Glenn  co.,  growing  grain: 
Royal     $2,024 


ig  .  Hollister,  dwg  &  conts: 

Phoenix,  London    ....  $579 

17  .  Hanford,  bldg  &  conts  : 

North  British $910 

2  .  Hanford,  dwg: 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .   .$   500 

London      1,000 

Northern      550 

21  .  Iron  Mountain,  fr  dwg: 

Royal     $1,650 

24  .  Kern  co.,  dwg  and  conts : 

Scottish  Union $800 

10  .  Los  Angeles,  br  bldg  &  conts : 
London'&  Lancashire  .  $    200 

Imperial 764 

National,  Hartford    .   .    1,311 
Baloise     655 

17  .  Los  Angeles,  tobacco  stk: 
Niagara $835 

I  .  Los  Angeles,  fr  dwg : 

Western $633 

27  .  Los  Angeles,  growing  grain: 

Phoenix,  Hartford  ....  $500 

30  .  Los  Angeles,  fr  dwg  &  conts : 

Connecticut ,^850 

6  .  Los  Angeles,  wood  and  coal: 
Phoenix,  London     ....  $500 

14  .  Los  Angeles,  fr  dwg: 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .   .  $1,505 

14  .  Los  Angeles,  fr  dwg: 

Royal     .  .  .* $1,232 

.   .  La  Port,  mdse : 

London  &  Lancashire  .  $i,oco 
.   .  Modesto,  barn  and  conts: 

London .&  Lancashire  .  .  $592 
4  .  Merced,  grain  in  field:  ♦ 

Lancashire $700 

12    Merced,  bldg  and  conts : 

Glens  Falls $    793 

Fireman's  Fund  ....    1,222 

Transatlantic 500 

.   .  Mono  CO.,  bldg: 

Fireman's  Fund $712 

15  .  Marysville,  dwg: 

Franklin $1,008 

Williamsburg  City    .   .       438 

30  .  Napa,  stk  in  store: 

Northern $600 

.   .  Newman,  barley : 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .  $647 
.   .  Nordhoff,  fr  bldg  and  stk: 
London  &  Lancashii-e  .  $   600 
Fireman's  Fund  ....    1,000 

20  .  Ontario,  dwg  and  conts : 

Aachen  &  Munich   .  .   .$1,485 

Franklin 1,666 

Williamsburg  City    .   .    1,666 

19  .  Oroville,  fr  barn  and  conts  : 
Phoenix,  Hartford  ....  $650 

23  .  Oakland,  fr  dwg : 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .  .  .  $64-5 


15  .  Newcastle,  gen'l  Hre: 

Fireman's  Fund  ....  $1,800 
London  &  Lancashire  .    1,006 

Royal     700 

Phoenix,  London  ....  600 
National,  Hartford  .  .  1,150 
Ins.  Co.  North  America  1,100 
Scottish  Union     ....    1,500 

American,  Pa 1,000 

Svea 1,000 

German-American  .  .   .    7,594 

Boston 1,500 

Norwich  Union  ....  1,500 
Hamburg-Bremen  .  .  .    i  500 

Lion 3,850 

.^tna     1,000 

Merchants 500 

Pennsylvania 2,500 

Union,  Pa 600 

Hartford 2,000 

Home 2,795 

North  British 980 

Phcenix,  Hartford  .  .  .    1,000 

Manhattan 1,000 

Alliance 400 

Total $38,569 

18  .  Oakland,  fr  dwg : 

Providence-Washington  $600 

8  .  Pasadena,  fr  barn  and  conts  : 

Phoenix,  Hartford  ....  $800 
13  .  Pasadena,  gen'l  mdse: 

National,  Hartford    .   .  $1,892 

9  ,  Palo  Alto,  dwg  and  conts : 

Fireman's  Fund  ...  $  641 
German-American      .   .    1,187 

Royal 1,400 

9  .  Petaluma,  fr  hotel : 

Merchants $700 

29  .  NearPleasanton,  hay  infield 

Home $617 

7  .  Pleasanton,  saloon  bldg: 
Western $600 

10  .  Quincy,  bldg  and  conts : 

Fireman's  Fund  ....  $2,000 
Phoenix,  Hartford     .   .    1,915 

25  .  Redding,  bldgs  &  conts : 

Royal     $1,600 

London  &  Lancashire    .     500 

^tna 1,500 

Netherlands 500 

26  Red  Bluff,  dwg  &  furni : 
Palatine $529 

20  .  Riverside,  creamery: 

Scottish  Union $500 

9  .  Riverside,  dwg  &  conts; 
Fireman's  Fund $561 

28  .  (June)  Rocklin,   fr  dwg,  barn 
and  conts : 
^tna $958 

4  .  Shasta,  dwg  and  conts  : 

Pennsylvania $1,000 

Union,  Pa 70 
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.  .  Chinese  Camp,  bUlg: 

Fireman's  Fund $600 

4  .  Corina,  dwg : 

Home  Mutual I800 

I  .  Colusa,  growing  grain: 

Palatine $1,150 

.  .  Colusa  CO.,  wheat: 

London  &  Lancashire  .  .  $740 
12  .  Colusa  CO.,  fr  barn : 

Imperial $850 

9  .  Near  Chico,  barn: 

Home $500 

21  .  Rocklin,  dwg  and  conts  : 

Fireman's  Fund    .   .   .   .$1,525 

5  .  Santa  Clara    co..    fr  dwg  & 

furni : 

Royal $1,500 

Fireman's  Fund    ....     671 
25  .  San  Jose,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 
Royal $712 

15  .  San  Jose,  hay: 

Girard $665 

14  .  San  Jose,  winery: 

Transatlantic $2,250 

4  .  San  Jose,  fr  dwg: 

American,  Pa $1,001 

4  .  Near  Stockton,  barley: 

Home $430 

30  .  (June)  Stanislaus  co.,  fr  dwg, 
barn  and  conts : 

Home  Mutual $6o6 

^Etna 500 

9  .  San  Joaquin  CO.,  dwg  &  conts: 

Imperial $1,80° 

28  .  San  Joaquin  co.,  wheat: 

Thuringia $810 

6  .  Sierra  Madra,  f  r  dwg  &  conts  : 

New  Zealand    ......  $600 


7  .  San  Mateo,  fr  bldg: 

North  German $1,000 

.   .  San  Rafael,  school : 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .  $Sio 

11  .  Sacramento,  dwg  and  furni: 

Fire  Association     .   .  .  $1,272 
30  .  Solano  CO.,  harvester: 

Fireman's  Fund $500 

12  .  Salinas,  bldg  and  hay : 

■     Fireman's  Fund $570 

I  .  Solano  CO.,  storage  bldg  and 
wine  cellar: 

Svea $2,873 

American,  Pa 825 

16  .  Ukiah,  fr  bldg  and  conts  : 
Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .   .  $   500 
London  &  Lancashire  .    1,200 
4  .  Yolo  CO.,  dwg,  barn  &  conts : 

Fireman's  Fund $500 

24  .  Tehama,  growing  grain: 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  $1,041 
Losses  under  $500    ...  $  73,603 
Total  Cal.,  S.  F.  ex  .  $387,632 

SAN  FRANCISCO. 

4  .  Frame  dwg : 

Scottish  Union $3,000 

4  .  Frame  dwg  and  hhld  furni : 

Phoenix,  London $Soo 

4  .  Furniture : 

.Milwaukee Mechanics  .  $1,000 
I  .  Frame  dwg  and  furni : 

Royal  Exchange $560 

5  .  Overall  factory : 

Royal $595 

18  .  Merchandise: 

Hanover $740 


7  .  Dwelling  and  conts: 

Home $500 

Magdeburg 700 

London 519 

24  .  Dwelling: 

London $765 

8  .  Chinese  mds'e : 

Transatlantic $1,263 

Hanover 760 

Aachen  &  Munich   .  .       1,141 
Merchants 719 

15  .  Biscuit  factory: 

Prussian  National     .  .  $   627. 

Niagara 627 

Thuringia-American     .  2,000 

Thuringia 1,500 

Teutonia i,ocpo 

Lancashire 2,000 

Springfield 784 

National,  Hartford    .  .  627 

Phoenix,  London      .  .   .  3,093 

Hamburg-Bremen  .   .   .  1,000 

Western 2,450 

British  America  ....  1,400 

Palatine 3,840 

Home 1,205 

^tna     1,050 

Transatlantic 540 

Aachen  &  Munich  .  .   .  1,557 

North  German 1,585 

Fire  Association     .   .   .  5,500 

Total $32,385 

Losses  under  $500  ....  $35,908 

Total  San  Francisco  $81,364 

Total  California  .   .  $468,996 

Total  Pacific  Coast  $1,092,434 


California  and    Coast  Monthly  Fire  Insurance 
Losses. 


Month 
January    . 
February 
March    . 


California. 

1900 

lUS.l'JO        i 

]28,8r)5 

148,521 


1899 

159,053 
169,14a 
511,801 


First  quarter    .   . 

April 

May 

Juno 

Second  quarter 

First  six  months 
July 


$    379,566  $    839,995 

112,737  213,933 

147,776  194,514 

343,301  181,674 


$   502,804 

$    883,370 

468,996 


$    590,131 

$1,430,116 

368.130 


January    . 
February 


Entire  Coast. 
$    376,530        $   254,715 
265,190  270,969 


1898 

$  300,013 
145,896 
254,223 


700,131 
264,228 
360,420 
238,514 


$    863,162 

$1,563,293 

368,891 

$    483,392 
236,201 


287,377 


March    .... 

First  quarter    .   .  $   839,087 

April 226,303 

May 370,050 

June 652,201 


374,338 


$1,148,999 

$1,083,831 

363,568 

439,386 

300,274 

516,901 

337,283 

520,881 

$1,001,125 

$1,477,068 

$2,150,124 

$2,560,899 

496,919 

572,183 

Second  quarter  .  $1,248,553 
First  six  months  $2,077,640 
July 1,092,434 

On  June  1  the  Coast  losses  were  $400,000 
less  than  last  year  on  same  date.  Many 
offices  had  only  about  a  30  per  cent,  loss  ratio. 
One  large  offlc-o  had  incurred  only  IS  per  cent, 
losses.  A  month  later  the  advantage  was 
only  about  $100,000  over  last  year.  Then 
Prescott  and  other  surprises  followed  in  Aug- 
ust, and  the  total  for  the  year  to  date  is  over 
half  a  million  more  than  last  year.  If  the 
present  burning  rate  is  maintained  and  the 
Coast  premium  income  is  the  same  as  last 
year  the  average  loss  ratio  will  be  54.0  per 
cent. 
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Important  California    Life  Insurance  Decision. 

WHEN  THE  LIFE  POLICY  GOES  INTO  EFFECT — 
METHVIN  V.  TUE  FIDELITY  MUTUAL  LIFE 
ASSX.,  CAL.  S.  C,  JULY  19,  1900 — KEVEUSAL 
OF  FORMEK  DECISION — WHITTEN  CONTRACT 
TAKES   EFFECT   ON    DELIVERY. 

The  defendant  appeals  from  the  judgment 
and  from  the  order  denying  a  new  trial. 

In  support  of  its  appeal  it  is  contended  on 
behalf  of  the  appellant,  first,  that  some  of  the 
material  findings  of  fact  are  unsupported  by 
the  evidence ;  second,  that  the  court  erred 
in  deducing  grroneous  conclusions  from  the 
facts  found.  The  action  is  based  upon  a  policy 
of  life  insurance.  The  policy  recites  that  the 
said  company,  in  consideration  of  the  applica- 
tion and  the  payment  of  apremium  of  twenty- 
four  dollars  and  ninety-six  cents  "on  or  before 
the  30th  day  of  July,  October,  January  and 
April  in  every  year,  for  the  period  of  twenty 
years  from  the  date  hereof,  does  hereby  re- 
ceive Theodule  Robert  of  Los  Angeles,  county 
of  Los  Angeles,  state  of  California,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  said  association,  and  issues  this  policy 
of  insurance  and  hereby  promises  to  pay  the 
sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  to  his  wife,  Ida 
Robert,  *  *  )f  provided  anj^  moneys  re- 
quired to  be  paid  under  this  policy  during  the 
continuance  of  this  contract  must  be  actually 
paid  when  due  to  the  said  association,  and  no 
dues  or  premiums  on  this  policy  shall  be  con- 
sidered paid  unless  a  receipt  shall  be  given 
therefor,  signed  by  the  president  and  treas- 
urer, and  countersigned  by  the  agent  or  per- 
son to  whom  payment  is  made,  as  evidence  of 
such  payment  to  him;  otherwise  this  policy 
shall  be  ipso /ncfo  null  and  void,  and  all  moneys 
paid  hereon,  except  as  hereinafter  provided, 
shall  be  forfeited  to  said  association." 

The  said  policy  is  signed  at  the  company's 
office  at  Philadelphia,  the  SOtli  day  of  July, 
1895,  and  provides:  "The  same  shall  not  be 
binding  until  delivered  during  the  lifetime 
and  good  health  of  the  applicant  and  until  the 
first  payment  due  hereon  has  been  made." 
The  said  policy,  together  with  a  receipt  for 
the  first  payment,  signed  by  the  president  and 
treasurer  of  said  defendant  company  at  Phil- 
adelphia, were  forwarded  to  the  local  agent  at 
Los  Angeles.  This  receipt,  produced  in  evi- 
dence by  the  plaintiff,  is  as  follows:  "Re- 
ceived from  Theodule  Robert  of  Los  Angeles, 
Calif.,  owner  of  policy  No.  060,809,  .f24.96,in 
payment  of  quarterly  dues,  payable  and  due  on 
the  30th  day'  of  July,  1895,  which  pays  such 
dues  up  to  the   30th  day  of  October,    1895." 


This  receipt  was  countersigned  at  Los  Angeles 
on  the  third  day  of  September,  1895,  by  Frank 
Lerch,  agent. 

The  court  finds  that  said  policy  of  insurance 
was  issued  on  the  third  day  of  September,  1895, 
and  the  premium  paid  on  said  policy  was  paid 
for  the  period  of  three  months  from  the  third 
day  of  September,  1895.  This  finding  is  not 
supported  by  the  evidence,  but  is  in  direct 
conflict  with  it.  The  policy  was  executed,  as 
appears  on  its  face,  July  30,  1895.  Necessarily 
some  little  time  must  elapse  between  its  exe- 
cution in  Philadelphia  and  delivery  in  Los 
Angeles,  which  both  parties  to  the  contract  of 
course  well  understood;  and  without  the  pro- 
vision contained  in  tlie  policy  that  it  would 
not  be  binding  until  delivered,  the  same  result 
would  have  followed.  "A  contract  in  writing 
takes  effect  upon  its  delivery  to  the  party  in 
whose  favor  it  is  made,  or  to  his  agent."  C. 
C,  §  1626.  If  it  were  not  delivered  until  Sep- 
tember 3rd,  the  date  when  the  receipt  was 
countersigned  by  the  local  agent,  that  would 
not  alter  the  case.  The  payments  are  express- 
ly specified  in  the  policy  to  be  due  and  pay- 
able on  or  before  the  30th  day  of  July,  October, 
January  and  April  every  year.  The  first  pay- 
ment, under  the  terms  of  the  policy  ran  from 
the  30th  of  July  to  the  30th  of  October,  and 
this  payment  was  received  and  receipted  for 
by  the  company,  and  therefore  the  company 
cannot  complain  that  it  was  not  paid  before 
the  time  at  which  it  was  received.  As  fur- 
ther evidence  that  there  could  be  no  misun- 
derstanding as  to  when  the  second  payment 
became  due  under  the  terms  of  the  policy,  the 
receipt  given  to  Robert  for  the  first  payment 
expressly  declares  that  the  same  "pays  such 
dues  up  to  the  30th  day  of  October,  1895."  In 
addition  to  the  plain  declaration  in  the  policy 
and  also  in  the  receipt,  as  to  the  time  when 
the  payments  are  to  be  made,  the  evidence 
shows  that  Robert  well  understood  the  same. 
A  notice  was  sent  to  him  by  the  company 
through  its  local  agent  September  30th,  1895, 
calling  his  attention  to  the  quarterly  premium 
stipulated  in  the  policy,  which  would  become 
due  October  30th,  1895,  and  also  a  receipt  exe- 
cuted in  the  usual  form  sent  to  the  Merchants' 
National  Bank  in  Los  Angeles  to  be  delivered 
to  him  on  payment  of  such  premium.  The 
second  premium  not  having  been  paid  when 
due,  October  30,  1895,  the  local  agent  called 
upon  Robert  in  reference  to  the  matter.  He 
testified  :  "I  went  to  see  him  with  Mr.  Mor- 
gan, a  friend  of  mine,  who  was  well  acquaint- 
ed with  him,  in  order  to  induce  Robert  to  rein- 
state the  policy.     I  then  asked  him  whether 
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he  was  going  to  pay  the  premium  that  had 
now  been  past  due  for  a  few  days.  I  called  his 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  receipt  was  still 
here  and  could  be  paid  upon  signing  a  health 
certificate.  He  said  no,  because  the  policy 
■  had  been  misrepresented  to  him.  I  then 
asked  him  to  read  the  policy,  and  asked  him 
what  his  objections  to  it  were.  It  seems  he 
thought  that  at  the  end  of  three  years  he 
would  get  the  amount  of  paid-up  interest  that 
the  policy  expressed  in  cash.  I  explained  to 
him  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Morgan,  and 
showed  him  how  it  would  be  utterly  impossi- 
ble for  any  company  to  pay  that  in  cash  at  the 
end  of  so  short  a  time ;  but  at  the  end  of 
twenty  years  he  would  have  the  cash  that 
the  premium  provided  for.  He  seemed  to  be 
satisfied  with  the  policy  then,  and  said  he 
would  reinstate  it,  but  did  not  have  the 
money  at  that  time.  He  also  called  my  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  my  agent,  St.  John, 
owed  him  something,  some  eight  or  ten  dol- 
lars, in  that  neighborhood.  I  told  him  that 
St.  John  still  had  a  commission  interest  in  the 
policy,  and,  if  he  paid  the  premium  I  would 
hold  St.  John's  money  and  I  would  allow  him 
the  amount  he  owed  him.  *  *  *  He  made 
no  objection  that  his  premium  was  not  due  at 
that  time.  After  that  1  met  him  once  on 
Spring  street,  I  think  in  front  of  the  Wilson 
block.  That  was  probably  a  few  days  before 
his  death,  and  I  spoke  to  him  again.  I  said: 
'  Mr.  Robert,  you  ought  to  reinstate  that  pol- 
icy, because  you  don't  know  when  you  might 
need  it.  He  says:  '  Why,  look  at  me;  I  do  not 
look  as  if  I  am  going  to  die?'  'No,'  I  said, 
'  lots  of  strong  and  healthy  men  die.  You 
had  better  come  down  with  me.  I  will  take 
j'our  note  and  give  you  a  chance  to  pay  it  off.' 
He  said :  'You  wait  until  the  1st  of  Decem- 
ber.' Every  time  I  approached  him  about  it 
he  said  he  would  have  some  money  and  he 
probably  would  reinstate.  He  made  no  ob- 
jection at  that  time  that  his  premium  was  not 
due."  Mr.  Morgan,  who  accompanied  said 
agent,  corroborates  him  in  reference  to  the 
interview  with  Robert. 

Mrs.  Robert,  after  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band, supposed  that  the  second  premium,  due 
October  30th,  had  been  paid.  She  employed 
Blake  &  Doane  as  attorneys  to  correspond 
with  the  company  in  reference  to  a  blank 
form  upon  which  to  make  formal  proof  of 
death.  Their  letter  was  dated  April  10,  1896, 
to  which  the  president  of  the  defendant  com- 
pany replied  under  date  of  April  22,  1896,  that : 
"In  the  regular  course  of  business  notice  was 
sent  to   the  insured   September  30,  1895,  re- 


questing him  to  make  payment  of  the  second 
quarterly  premium  to  the  Merchants'  Nation- 
al Bank.  The  receipt"  for  the  same  was  sent 
to  the  Merchants'  National  Bank  for  collec- 
tion, and  was  returned  by  said  bank,  no  pay- 
ment having  been  made.  We  understand  an 
attempt  was  subsequently  made  by  Mr. 
Lerch  to  induce  Mr.  Robert  to  make  payment, 
execute  a  health  certificate  as  required  by 
the  terms  of  the  policy,  etc.,  but  he  declined 
to  do  it.  The  policy  does  not  onlj-  require 
and  make  it  a  conditioned  precedent  to  recov- 
ery to  show  that  the  insured  is  dead,  but  also 
to  show  justice  of  claim." 

Subsequently  it  appears  Mrs.  Robert  em- 
ployed other  attorneys,  to  wit,  Hanna  & 
Davis,  and  on  September  21,  1897,  nearly  a 
year  and  a  half  after  the  first  correspondence 
by  Blake  &  Doane,  these  new  attorneys  wrote 
to  the  company.  In  their  letter  they  call  at- 
tention to  the  letter  written  by  Blake  & 
Doane,  and  the  answer  thereto  by  the  presi- 
dent of  defendant  association,  and  say  :  "In 
this  last  letter  you  intimated  that  Mrs.  Rob" 
ert,  the  beneficiary  under  said  policy,  was  not 
entitled  to  payment  of  the  same  by  reason  of 
the  fact  that  Mr.  Robert  declined  to  make 
payment  of  the  quarterly  premium  to  the 
Merchants'  National  Bank.  *  *  *  This 
matter  has  recently  been  placed  in  our  hands, 
having  been  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  Messrs. 
Blake  &  Doane,  and  we  write  to  re- 
new the  request  that  you  send  us  blank 
proofs,  so  that  we  make  aproof  as  to  the  death 
of  Mr.  Robert,  and  we  will  say  further  that 
as  a  matter  of  fact  Mr.  Robert  did  pay  the 
second  quarterly  premium  which  was  due  to 
the  company,  although  not  to  the  Merchants' 
National  Bank,  but  was  paid  to  Mr.  St.  John, 
the  soliciting  agent  for  your  company,  who 
was  also  the  agent  and  had  authority  to  make 
collections  for  Mr.  Lerch,  your  general  agent 
here."  The  president  of  the  company  replied 
to  this  last  letter  under  date  of  September  27, 
1897,  repeating  substantially  what  he  had 
written  in  the  first  letter,  and  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  failure  of  Robert  to  pay  the  pre- 
mium when  due,  the  policy  by  its  terms  be- 
came null  and  void. 

Up  to  this  time,  therefore,  it  was  well  un- 
derstood that  thefirst  payment  did  not  extend 
beyond  the  30th  of  October,  1895,  but  shortly 
thereafter  the  plaintiff  became  the  assignee 
of  Mrs.  Rorert,  and  this  suit  was  commenced. 
On  the  trial  it  was  conceded  that  the  sec- 
ond payment  was  not  made,  but  it  was  con- 
tended that  the  payment  of  the  first  premium 
ran    three  months  from    the  3d   day  of   Sep- 
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tember,  instead  of  from  July  30,  1895,  as  plain- 
ly declared  both  in  the  policy  and  the  receipt 
for  the  first  payment  delivered  with  it. 

McConnell  vs.  Providence  Savings  L.  A. 
So.,  9:2  Fed.  Rep.,  7(59,  decided  by  the  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  of  the  Sixth  Circuit,  it  is 
very  much  like  the  case  at  bar.  The  policj'^ 
there  contained  similar  terms  and  conditions 
with  the  one  here.  It  was  dated  April  27, 
1893,  but  was  not  delivered,  nor  did  it  become 
effective,  until  May  9,  1893,  the  first  quarter- 
ly premium  being  then  paid.  The  next  quar- 
terly premium  was  payable,  according-  to  the 
policjs  July  27,  1893.  The  insured  did  not  pay 
the  second  premium,  but  died  July  28th,  one 
day  thereafter.  This  shows  a  very  extreme 
case,  but  the  court  there,  speaking-  through 
Judge  Taft,  the  other  members  of  the  court 
concurring,  held  :  "There  was  a  failure  to  pay 
a  quarterly  installment  on  the  day  fixed.  As 
a  consequence  the  policy  became  forfeited, 
and  all  liability  thereon  ceased.'' 

Bryan  vs.  National  Life  Association  At. 
Rep.  (R.  I. ),  513,  was  also  a  case  very  similar 
to  the  one  under  consideration.  There  an  ap- 
plication had  been  made  on  the  18th  of  the 
month,  and  the  policy  had  been  issued  on  the 
23d,  requiring  monthly  premiums  to  be  paid 
on  the  15th  of  each  month  in  advance.  The 
court  held  that  the  pay  days  specified  in  the 
policy  must  control,  saying:  "Payment  being 
required  in  advance,  the  payment  made  at  its 
issue  would  go  until  the  next  pay  day  should 
come.  The  fact  that  this  would  be  three  days 
less  than  a  month  does  not  affect  the  case, 
since  payments,  being  part  of  a  fixed  total, 
were  not  payments  for  a  month,  but  payments 
due  on  a  particular  day  of  the  month."  See 
also  New  York  Life  Ins.  Co.  vs.  McMasters, 
30  C.  C.  A.,  532;  87  Fed.  Rep.,  63.  In  this  case 
an  application  was  made  to  the  company  un- 
der date  of  December  12,  1893,  and  the  policy 
was  dated  December  IS,  1S93.  It  was  after- 
wards delivered  to  the  insured,  and  the  pre- 
miums paid  on  delivery.  The  policy  provided 
that  it  should  be  void  if  the  second  premium 
was  not  paid  within  thirty'  days  after  Decem- 
ber 12,  1894.  This  premium  was  not  paid,  and 
the  insured  died  six  days  after  his  right 
under  the  policy  had  lapsed.  The  beneficiary 
filed  a  bill  in  equity  to  have  the  policy  re- 
formed, so  that  the  second  premium  should  be 
made  payable  on  December  18th,  one  year 
from  the  date  of  the  policy,  instead  of  Decem- 
ber 12th.  This  would  have  extended  the 
validity  of  the  policy  for  six  days  after  it  be- 
came void  according  to  its  ternts,  and  would 
have  covered  the  death  of  the  insured.    The 


court,  however,  held  that  the  policj'  could  not 
be  reformed,  that  the  rights  of  the  insured 
had  lapsed  by  failure  to  pay  the  premium  on 
the  day  provided  for  in  the  policy,  and  that 
plaintiff  could  not  recover  upon  the  policy 
either  at  law  or  in  equity. 

The  court  might  as  well  undertake  to  re- 
lease the  insured  from  the  payment  of  premi- 
ums altogether  as  to  relieve  him  from  forfeit- 
ure of  his  policy  in  default  of  punctual  pay- 
ment. The  company  is  as  much  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of  one  stipulation  as  the  other, 
because  both  are  necessary  to  enable  it  to 
keep  its  own  obligations.  As  said  in  New 
York  Life  Ins.  Co.  vs.  Stratham,  93  U.  S.  789: 
"All  the  authorities  agree  that  the  time  for 
payment  is  material — is  of  the  essence  of  the 
contract — and  non-payment  at  the  day  ap- 
pointed involves  absolute  forfeiture  when,  as 
in  the  present  case,  such  are  the  express, 
terms  of  the  contract."  And  again  it  is  said  : 
"Promptness  of  payment  is  essential  in  the 
business  of  life  insurance.  "  All  the  calcula- 
tions of  the  insurance  company  are  based  on 
the  hypothesis  of  pz-ompt  payments.  They 
not  only  calculate  on  the  receipt  of  premiums 
when  due,  but  upon  compounding  interest 
upon  them.  It  is  upon  this  basis  that  they 
are  enabled  to  offer  insurance  at  the  favorable 
rates  they  do.  Forfeiture  for  non-payment  is 
a  necessary  means  of  protecting  themselves 
from  embarrassment.  Delinquency  cannot  be 
tolerated  or  redeemed  except  at  the  option  of 
the  company."  See  also  Cook  on  Life  Ins., 
174,  Bliss  on  Life  Ins.,  273. 

The  policy  in  this  case  became  void  prior  to 
the  death  of  Robert  for  non-payment  of  the 
premium  as  stipulated.  The  finding  of  the 
court,  that  Theodule  Robert  and  Ida  Robert 
duly  performed  all  the  conditions  of  said  pol- 
icy on  their  part  to  be  performed  and  paid  all 
amounts  requii-ed  to  be  paid  thereunder  to 
the  defendant,  is  contrary  to  the  evidence ; 
also  the  finding  that  the  defendant  did  not 
deny  its  liability  on  said  policy  prior  to  the 
27th  of  September,  1897.  The  evidence  shows 
that  it  disputed  its  liability  from  the  first,  on 
the  ground  that  the  second  payment  had  not 
been  made  as  stipulated  in  the  policy. 

The  judgment  and  order  denying  a  new  trial 
are  reversed.  v  Van  Dyke,  J. 


Portland. — The  New  York  Life  has  been 
made  defendant  in  a  suit  brought  by  Idinia 
Stinchcombe  at  Portland,  Or.  A  policy  for 
$2,000  was  issued  to  plaintiff's  husband  by  the 
company  in  May,  1894,  on  which  premiums  for 
two  years  were  paid.    The  husband   died  at 
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Astoria  July  3,    1S96.     The  plaintiff  does  not 
appear  to  have  any  case. 

July  Fires  on  the  Coast. 

Insurance  losses  in  July  on  the  Pacific 
Coast  have  exceeded  $500,000  as  follows 
since  Jan'y  1,  1889: 

1900 $1,092,431 

1899 530.229 

1898 572,183 

1896 619,166 

1895   . 521.159 

1893   . 968,579 

1892 869,366 

1891 562,714 

1890 706.323 

1889 •.    1,258.827 


produced  b^^  the  active  and  enthusiastic 
agency  force  of  this  great  American  life 
insurance  company. 


Northwestern  Mutual's  New  Policies. 

On  August  1  the  Northwestern  Mutual 
Life  Ins.  Co.,  of  Milwaukee,  began  issu- 
ing new  2:)olicies  with  new  liberal  features. 
The  intemperance  clause  and  the  60-day 
payment  clause  have  been  eliminated. 
Thirty  days'  grace  is  allowed  in  the  pay- 
ment of  premium.  Lapsed  policies  may 
be  i-estored  within  five  years,  on  the 
usual  health  conditions,  and  the  payment 
of  premiums  in  default  and  interest  on 
same  not  to  exceed  6  per  cent.  After  two 
years,  the  conti-act  is  incontestable  except 
for  fraud.  The.  mode  of  premium  pay- 
ment may  be  changed  on  any  anniversai-y 
date.  Dividends  are  payable  annually  or 
in  tontine  dividend  periods,  at  the  option 
of  the  insured.  The  insured  may  name 
or  change  beneficiary  at  any  time,  subject 
to  the  rights  of  any  assignee.  A  contin- 
gent beneficiary  may  be  named  also. 
Cash  surrendei'  values  are  payable  ac- 
cording to  table.  Loans  will  be  made  for 
a  sum  a  multiple  of  5,  not  less  than  $50. 
Various  liberal  and  desirable  options  are 
given.  Installment  payments  are  pro- 
vided for. 

The  Northwestern  Mutual  is  a  rapidly 
growing  and  a  remarkably  prospei-ous 
company.  Its  dividends  are  especially 
attractive.  But  with  the  new  policies 
even  the  wonderful  record  of  the  past 
will  no  doubt  be  exceeded,  and  some  as- 
tonishing totals   of   new   business  will  be 


Casualty  Notes. 

The  Central  Accident  of  Pittsburg  re- 
ports a  gain  of  50  per  cent,  in  pi-emiums 
in  the  past  six  months. 

An  English  boiler  company  will  proba- 
ably  make  a  specialtj^  of  insuring  elec- 
trical plants,  covering  liability  for  dam- 
ages or  injuries. 

The  Colorado  insurance  department 
warns  the  public  against  one  Austin, 
whose  allegations  as  to  the  Frankfort 
have  not  been  sustained  and  will  not  ap- 
pear in  the  commissioner's  report. 

The  semi-annual  statement  of  the  Pre- 
ferred Accident  shows  this  progressive 
company  has  increased  both  its  assets 
and  surplus.  The  last  figures  show  assets 
of  $824,540  and  surplus  of  $393,637,  as 
against  $751,550  and  $365,124  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year. 

Walter  B.  Duryea  of  Glen  Cove,  New 
York,  who  had  the  misfortune  while 
diving  in  shallow  water  last  summer  to 
break  his  neck,  has  so  far  recovered  the 
use  of  his  faculties  that  he  is  now  able  to 
carry  on  his  large  personal  correspond- 
ence without  assistance. 

For  1899  fifteen  French  accident  insur- 
ance companies  show  an  average  claim- 
ratio  of  59.68  per  cent.,  a  commission- 
i-atio  of  17.29  per  cent.,  an  expense-ratio 
of  12.60  per  cent,  and  a  ti-ading  profit- 
ratio  of  10.43  per  cent.  Previous  trading 
profits  were:— 1898,  10.64  per  cent.;  1897, 
10.53  per  cent.;  1896,  8.92  per  cent. 


Remarkable  Accident. 
A  traveling  salesman,  on  his  way  to 
New  York,  was  the  victim  of  a  j-e mark- 
able  accident,  last  week.  He  carried  a 
pistol  in  his  coat  pocket.  The  swiftly 
moving  train  swung  round  a  curve,  and 
his  coat  pocket  was  flung  violently  against 
the  side  of  the  car.  He  was  probably 
walking  through  a  passage-way.  The 
pistol  was  discharged  and  the  ball  passed 
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through   the    unfortunate    man's    brain, 
killing  him  instantly. 


English-American    Underwriters. 

This  combination  has  discoutiiiued  writing- 
east  of  the  Rockies.  It  will  continue  on  the 
Pacific  Coast,  however. 


The  Methvin  Case  Once  More. 

Our  January  book  contained  the  decision  of 
the  supreme  court  of  California  in  the  case  of 
Methvin  v.  the  Fidelity  Mutual  Life,  in 
which  the  court  ruled  that  the  policy  goes 
into  force  at  the  time  of  payment  of  the  pre- 
mium, and  continues  in  force  accordingly. 
This  was  a  startling  decision.  Fortunately, 
a  rehearing  was  granted.  Attorney  F.  D. 
Madison  filed  a  brief  in  the  case,  and  he  now 
has  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  his  views  sus- 
tained by  the  supreme  court.  The  decision, 
which  we  print  in  full  this  month.  Is  of  great 
importance.  The  court  well  says  that  it 
might  as  well  undertake  to  release  the  in- 
sured from  the  payment  of  premium  alto- 
gether as  to  relieve  him  from  forfeiture  of  his 
policy  in  default  of  punctual  payment. 


Classification. 
Manager  Herbert  Folger  of  the  Phoenix 
writes  an  interesting  article  on  "Classifica- 
tion," in  the  Journal  of  Insurance  Economics. 
Probably  nobody  is  better  qualified  to 
write  on  this  topic.  Mr.  Folger  is  a  clear, 
graceful  and  convincing  writer  on  any  insur- 
ance subject.  Of  course,  he  favors  classifica- 
tion, but  he  presents,  at  some  length,  the 
views  of  a  well  known  Australian  under- 
writer who  questions  the  practical  and  per- 
manent value  of  such  statistics.  Perhaps  the 
truth  lies  between  the  extreme  views.  Clas- 
sification is  more  than  useful ;  but  at  best, 
the  classified  experience  of  a  large  number  of 
oflices  can  be  only  a  possibility  of  future  ex- 
perience. It  helps  to  guess  at  the  unknown 
cost  of  fii-e  underwriting,  and  justifies  rates 
which  must  always  be  arbitrary.  In  the 
present  temper  of  the  public,  as  voiced  by 
legislature  and  press,  it  is  a  decided  advan- 
tage to  be  able  to  point  to  classified  tables  of 
fire  losses,  as  the  bases  of  rates. 


RossLAND,  B.  C— Rates  have  been  reduced 
5  per  cent,  in  view  of  the  increased  fire  pro- 
tection. The  Columbian  says  there  is  much 
disappointment  at  the  smallness  of  the  reduc- 
tion. An  ex-official  (Lalonde)  says  "the  re- 
duction is  an  insult  to  the  city."    The  mayor. 


however,  referring  to  the  "improvements," 
sensibly  says:  "Though  these  things  are  in 
hand,  they  are  by  no  means  completed.  The 
underwriters  could  not  be  expected  to  take 
our  good  intentions  into  consideration." 
Rossland  is  a  new  mining  town. 


Utah  Utterings. 
Special  Harry  H.  Smith  called  on  his  agents 
as  he  was  returning  home  from  Montana. 

Special  Thos.  H.  Williams  transferred  the 
Sun  from  J.  A.  Young  to  Young  &  Held,  and 
so  far  has  Held  all  the  expirations. 

Manager  Spencer  of  the  ^tna  made  his 
agents  happy  by  calling  last  month.  He  has 
neglected  this  section  for  some  time. 

K.  Gallegos,  Jr.,  of  the  Phoenix  spent  sev- 
eral days  with  his  new  city  agents,  the, 
Thomas  Ins.  &  Inv.  Co.,  during  the  month. 

Special  W.  C.  Cree  of  Denver  spent  a  few 
hours  in  the  city  on  his  way  to  Montana. 
This  state  is  not  under  Mr.  Cree's  jurisdic- 
tion for  the  Merchants. 

Special  Walter  M.  Speyer  of  the  Lancashire 
entertained  his  agent  at  the  Lake,  and  sev- 
eral other  places  recently,  and  did  not  try  to 
catch  any  fish  in  the  Lake. 

Frank  M.  Avei'y  came  down  from  Montana, 
where  he  has  been  buj'ing  wool  for  the  Fire 
Association  and  had  to  pay  the  highest  mar- 
ket price  for  it,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  he  paid  cash. 

Special  Wm.  Manning  of  Denver  spent  a 
couple  of  days  in  the  state,  on  his  waj^  to 
Montana.  It  is  rumored  that  he  will  return 
to  San  Francisco,  and  take  a  place  in  the 
Atlas  office  there  in  the  near  future, 

Burns  Macdonald  and  family  are  nicely 
located  at  the  5th  East  Street  Hotel,  and  are 
now  residents  of  this  city.  Mr.  Macdonald 
has  several  states  and  several  companies  to 
look  after  for  the  London  &  Lancashire. 

Vice-Pres.  Paj'monville  was  a  welcome  vis- 
itor during  last  month.  He  reports  the  East- 
ern connections  of  the  Fireman's  Fund  in  ex- 
cellent shape,  and  fires  more  than  plentiful. 
Special  Mendell  returned  to  greet  his  chief  in 
the  City  of  the  Saints. 

Manager  Potter  visited  Salt  Lake  the  first 
of  July,  removed  the  Franklin  from  the  Board 
ofSce  of  W.  S.  Giesy,  and  transferred  it  to 
Ensign  &  Elder.  The  non-boarders  ai-e  now 
all  corralled  in  this  one  agency,   except   the 
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Williamsburg  City,  which  Manager  Potter 
continued  with  Eli  H.  Pierce  as  special  agent. 

Special  Frank  Young  of  the  Thuringia  spent 
a  few  days  of  his  summer  outing  with  his 
agents,  Young  &  Young,  of  this  city.  Frank 
has  not  joined  the  Mormon  church  yet,  but 
he  assists  in  looking  after  the  Young  business 
when  he  is  in  the  city.  He  did  not  write  a 
line  on  the  improvements  to  Brigham's  statue 
while  here. 

The  agents  of  the  Orient  in  Utah  have  been 
instructed  to  report  their  business  to  Colonel 
Macdonald  in  Sau  Francisco,  after  Aug.  1st. 
The  business  has  been  reported  to  Messrs. 
Trezevant  &  Cochran  of  Dallas,  Texas.  Spe- 
cial Kempster  has  been  transferred  to  Little 
Rock,  Arkansas,  to  look  after  the  interests  of 
the  other  companies  reporting  to  Messrs. 
Trezevant  &  Cochran  from  that  state. 

The  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  of  Salt 
Lake  City,  at  its  meeting  held  on  the  Sth 
inst.,  voted  to  send  President  Wilson  to 
Milwaukee  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Na- 
tional Association  of  L.  F.  I.  A.  We  hope  he 
will  convince  the  management  of  the  Milwau- 
kee companies  that  it  is  a  mistake  to  allow 
Ensign  &  Elder  to  continue  cutting  rates  in 
Salt  Lake.  It  is  said  that  Mr.  Elder  is  going 
on  a  mission  the  first  of  the  year  for  the 
Mormon  church. 

'•HATU." 

Manager  Thos.  J.  Conroyi 

The  successor  to  Edwards  &  Couroy  in  the 
management  of  the  several  companies  of 
which  Balfour,  Guthrie  &  Co.  are  directors  in 
this  field,  Manager  Thomas  J.  Conroy,  is 
well  known  on  the  Coast,  especially  in  the 
Pacific  Northwest,  «where  for  many  years  he 
was  identified  with  the  compact. 

Mr.  Conroy  began  insurance  work  in  San 
Francisco  in  1879,  in  the  office  of  Genei-al 
Agent  Stillman,  and  thence  went  to  the  Fire- 
man's Fund.  When  the  Portland  Compact 
was  organized,  Mr.  Conroy  was  appointed  as- 
sistant manager  under  Alfred  Stillman. 
Later  he  was  appointed  manager,  and  when 
the  Pacific  Insurance  Union  was  oi'ganized  he 
was  appointed  assistant  managei",  in  charge 
of  the  Northwest  field.  Later  he  became  a 
special  agent  for  the  Hartford.  In  June,  1898, 
he  was  appointed  assistant  manager  of  the 
Balfour-Guthrie  companies. 

Mr.  Conroy  is  a  studious  and  prudent  under- 
writer, and  has  had  a  most  valuable  experi- 
ence in  compact,  field  and  office  woi'k.  He 
has  in  his  department  strong  and  well  known 
companies,  and  a  popular  field  force. 


The  Manchester  has  5*5,000,000  assets,  of 
which  half  is  sui-plus  to  policyholders.  The 
Caledonian  has  $11,550,000  assets,  including 
the  life  department  'funds.  It  has  some 
.*2,000,000  invested  in  this  country,  with  $815,- 
000  surplus.  The  Manchester's  American 
branch  figures  are  equally  good.  The  Ameri- 
can of  Newark  has  .f3, 521,500  assets,  a  gain  of 
half  a  million,  by  the  way.  Its  surplus  to 
policyholders  exceeds  $2,000,000.  The  Ameri- 
can of  New  York  has  .¥1,397,333  assets,  half  of 
which  sum  is  surplus  to  policyholders.  Four 
excellent  comp:.i'i(  s  h'  ;i.  flourishing  condition. 


The  Germania    Fire    Insurance    Company   of 
New  York. 

OPENS   AN    AGENCY    IN    THIS   FIELD. 

W.  H.  Breeding,  who  has  been  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  Germania  Fire  Insurance 
Company  of  New  York  in  the  South  for  a 
number  of  years  past,  has  been  appointed 
manager  for  the  Pacific  Coast  field.  Mr. 
Breeding  arrived  in  San  Francisco  on  Tuesday 
last,  and  is  now  looking  for  temporary  offices. 
He  will  make  a  tour  of  the  interior,  and  will 
place  his  company  in  a  number  of  towns  on 
the  Coast. 

The  Germania  Fire  has  a  paid-up  capital  of 
$1,000,000  and  a  net  surplus  of  |2,]01,4t3.  Its 
assets  amount  to  J!4,S16,870.  It  is  a  strong 
company,  and  is  over  forty  years  old. 

Power  of  Montana  Wants  Information. 

Senator  Thomas  Power  of  Montana  strenu- 
ously protests  against  a  rate  of  $2.50  for  wool 
on  cars  while  the  rate  in  warehouse  and  on 
platform  is  $1.50.  Wool  stored  in  warehouses 
cannot  be  moved,  he  says,  while  wool  on  cars 
can  be  moved  promptly  in  case  of  fire.  It 
therefore  seems  to  the  senatorial  underwriter 
that  "  the  insurance  business  of  the  Pacific 
Coast  is  behind  the  times."  The  senator  has 
never  heard  of  an  increased  rate  for  mixed  oc- 
cupancy, it  is  evident.  The  "discrepancy"  in 
the  wool  case  turns  out  to  be  not  disci'epancy 
at  all.  There  is  no  special  rate  on  wool  on 
cars,  but  there  is  a  rate  of  $2.50  on  various 
articles  (among  which  is  wool)  on  cars,  in 
transit  or  otherwise.  The  rate  is  higher  be- 
cause the  hazard  is  greater,  not  at  the  plat- 
form, but  behind  a  locomotive  and  adjacent 
to  hay,  oil  or  other  inflammable  goods  in  the 
same  train  of  freight  cars.  We  are  sure  that 
the  senator,  on  reflection,  will  admit  that  the 
chance  of  extinguishing,  with  nominal  loss,  a 
fire  among  moving  freight  cars,  is  not  good. 
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"Washington  Fire  Relief  Union. 

Secretary  Holt  is  issuing  misleading  cir- 
culq,rs  which  seem  to  require  some  notice  by 
the  Coast  Review.  The  fact  that  he  is  com- 
pelled to  misstate  facts  and  distort  figures 
must  be  accepted  as  evidence  of  an  uusatis- 
factorj'  state  of  affairs  with  the  Washington 
Fire  Relief  Union.  The  truth  always  suffices 
for  a  good  cause. 

We  quote  and  comment  as  follows: 

"Most  of  the  stock  companies  doing  busi- 
ness in  our  land  are  English  or  German." 
This  is  not  true.  Only  a  small  fraction  of  the 
total  companies  are  foreign. 

"Millions  of  dollars  are  sent  out  of  our 
country  each  year  to  pay  net  profits  to  these 
companies."  Not  true  :  the  net  amount  sent 
out  yearly  is  small,  and  is  drawn  from  inter- 
est earnings  rathei'  than  profits. 

"Last  year,  standard  insurance  companies 
received  in  premiums  from  property-owners 
on  the  Pacific  Coast  $10,822,675,  and  paid  back 
in  losses  only  $5,080,(592,  thus  charging  $5,741,- 
983  more  than  the  actual  losses." 

Mr.  Holt  deliberately  ignores  commissions 
paid,  expenses  and  unearned  premiums,  which 
bring  the  total  up  to  over  90  per  cent,  of  the 
premiums,  leaving  only  10  per  cent,  for  due 
profits  and  for  the  conflagration  hazard. 

The  secretary  also  gives  the  total  Coast  pre- 
miums for  twenty  years,  and  treats  the  bal- 
ance between  premiums  and  fire  losses  as  an 
excess  charge  or  profit.  "In  other  words,"  he 
adds,  "mutual  insurance  would  have  saved 
nearly  .190,000,000  to  the  property-owners  of  the 
Pacific  Coast  since  1880."  The  mutuals,  of 
course,  would  have  paid  no  commissions,  had 
no  expenses  whatever,  and  have  employed  no 
adjusters,  special  agents,  clerks  nor  ofidcials 
— if  this  absurd  statement  had  any  foundation 
in  fact. 

For  the  benefit  of  property-owners  who  may 
be  misled  by  the  reference  of  mutuals  to 
stock  dividends— which  seem  to  be  regarded 
as  wicked — we  add  the  statement,  on  official 
authority,  that  the  average  fire  stockholders' 
dividend  in  this  country  is  only  3  per  cent,  on 
capital  and  surplus,  and  is  earned  by  the  in- 
vestment and  not  by  the  underwriting  de- 
partment. 

The  Norwalfc  Retires, 

The  Orient,  now  the  propertj'  of  the  London 
&  Lancashire,  has  absorbed  the  Norwalk, 
likewise  owned  by  the  same  company.  This 
will  strengthen  the  Orient. 


insured  in  mutuals!     "Over  the  hills  to  the 
poor-house!" 

The  Orient. 

The  management  of  this  company  for  the 
whole  Pacific  West  is  now  in  the  hands  of 
Manager  Wm.  Macdonald. 


The  Advertising  Craft. 

The  Argus  has  taken  a  backward  step.  It 
has  become  a  monthly.  By  the  waj',  how  does 
the  Many-Eyed  happen  to  be  carrying  the 
"ad"  of  the  Standard,  which  says  it  pays 
"only  $25  to  any  insurance  journal?" 

The  Insurance  Press  is  pretty  nearly  an 
ideal  insurance  newspaper.  So  is  the  Stan- 
dard.   Sugar  in  ours,  please. 

Editor  Brown  of  Insurance  Report  being 
the  author  of  that  celebrated  work.  How  to 
Succeed  at  Poker,  '^wo  or  three  of  his  envious 
contemporai-ies  express  the  belief  that  he  will 
make  expenses  on  his  trip  to  Europe. 

The  editor  of  the  Intelligencer  of  Philadel- 
phia seems  to  be  making  himself  disliked  by 
his  contemporaries.  One  of  them  copies  his 
paragraph  on  mean  men,  and  unkindly  heads 
it:  "Taking  a  snapshot  at  himself."  Is  it 
possible ! 

The  Insurance  Monitor  steadily  maintains 
its  old  reputation,  for  originality  and  all 
I'ound  usefulness.  We  older  men  miss  Ye 
Patriarch's  personal  contributions,  of  course, 
but  the  death  of  that  gentleman  left  the 
general  management  of  the  paper  about  the 
same.  An  agreeable  dash  of  enterprise  has 
since  been  infused  into  its  pages.  The  en- 
gravings now  appearing  are  of  a  high  class, 
and  the  personal  and  other  sketches  accom- 
panying them  are  always  interesting. 


Just  suppose  that  the  merchants  and  other 
property-owners  of  Prescott,  A.  T.,  had  been 


Discredit  Rumors. 

While  it  is  true  that  rumors  often  have  a 
foundation  in  fact,  it  is  equally  true  that 
they  often  have  not. 

Bear  this  fact  in  mind. 

Recently  an  Eastern  sheet  printed  a  report 
of  an  alleged  reinsurance  deal  in  contempla- 
tion. There  was  no  truth  in  this  story,  but 
another  paper,  refusing  the  company  the  ben- 
efit of  a  doubt,  repeated  the  story  in  another 
form,  without  asking  for  a  denial. 

The  company  is  still  doing  business  at  the 
old  stand. 

An  insurance  paper  is  interested  in  the 
publication  of  a  rumor  as  a  matter  of  news. 
If  the  propi'ietor  is  vicious,  the  interest  may 
be  otherwise. 
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"About  This  Time  o'  Year." 

An  American  humorist  published  an 
almanac,  with  unique  and  successful 
weather  predictions.  From  top  to  bot- 
tom of  every  calendar  month  page  he  pre- 
dicted after  this  fashion:  "about  this 
time  of  the  year  look  out  for  rain"  or 
hail  or  snow  or  fair  weather,  according 
to  the  season.  He  was  wonderfully  suc- 
cessful in  his  weather  pi'ediction's. 

If  we  should  publish  the  great  Ameri- 
can almanac,  on  every  calendar  page 
there  would  appear  these  words:  "about 
this  time  of  the  year  look  out  for  an  elec- 
tion." It  is  campaign  time  now,  with 
quadrennial  excess  of  patriotism,  prej- 
udice, partisanship  and  peanut  politics. 
Insurance  workers,  especially  life  insur- 
ance solicitors,  will  be  tempted  to  give  too 
much  time  to  politics,  or  to  give  too  little 
time  to  hai'd  work,  in  the  erroneous  be- 
lief that  less  business  of  all  kinds  is  trans- 
acted in  presidential  election  years. 

Statistics  prove  that  as  a  rule  presiden- 
tial campaigns  stimulate  business.  They 
certainly  put  in  circulation  an  immense 
amount  of  money.  For  a  brief  period  it 
is  possible  that  some  branches  of  business 
may  be  unfavorably  affected  by  the  stir 
and  excitement  of  practical  politics:  but 
as  a  whole,  business  is  in  no  wise  unfavor- 
ably affected  except  by  a  doubt  as  to  the 
result  of  an  important  election,  when 
great  issues  are  at  stake. 

It  is  a  good  time  to  talk  life,  accident 
and  other  insurance,  and  many  a  man 
may  secure  the  promise  of  an  application 
if  his  favorite  candidate  is  elected.  Talk 
politics  if  necessary — in  a  liberal  and  hope- 
ful way — but  talk  business  too.  Just  as 
much  can  be  written  in  a  presidential 
campaign  year  as  in  any  other.  Note  the 
figures  on  page  374  of  the  July  Coast  Re- 
view. Increased  life  business  was  written 
in  the  following  pi-esidential  years:  1860, 
with  war  threatening;  1864,  1868,  1872, 
1884,  1888,  and  1892. 

*      *      * 

Speaking  of  almanacs,  reminds  the  writer 
of  a  story  of  an  old  almanac-maker. 

Some  of  our  New  England  native  or  resident 
readers  may  remember  Thomas  the  almanac 


man,  or  recall  seeing  a  copy  of  his  ancient 
almanac.  He  had  some  old-fashioned  method 
of  guessing  at  the  weather. 

One  day  Thomas  was  driving  through  the 
countrj'.  He  finally  came  to  a  farm-house 
near  the  road.  Here  he  watered  his  horses. 
Preparing  to  start  again  on  his  journey,  the 
farmer,  standing  by,  said  he  had  better  pre- 
pare for  a  shower.  The  weather  was  delight- 
fully clear  and  promising.  Thomas  said  he 
would  take  his  chances,  and  drove  away. 
Two  hours  later  a  dark  cloud,  "no  bigger 
than  a  man's  hand,"  appeared  on  the  horizon. 
An  hour  later  the  almanac  man  and  weather 
prognosticator  was  looking  for  shelter  from  the 
furious  rain  storm  which  turned  the  country 
i"oad  into  a  river  of  mud. 

Returning  home,  Thomas  watered  his  horses 
at  the  same  place,  and  hunted  up  the  farmer 
to  learn  the  secret  of  his  success  as  a  weather 
prophet. 

"Well,"  said  he  to  the  farmer,  "your  pre- 
diction of  a  shower  came  true,  though  the 
weather  was  fair  and  not  a  cloud  was  in  sight. 
How  did  you  know  it  was  going  to  rain  so 
soon?" 

"Wall,"  replied  the  old  farmer,  "it  was 
just  this  here  way.  You  see  that  'ere  fellow 
old  Thomas,  the  almanac  man,  predicted  fair 
weather  to-day ;  and,  durn  him,  he's  always 
wrong;  sol  knowed  it  was  goin'  to  rain." 
And  Thomas  said  not  a  word,  but  stepped  into 
his  wagon  and  drove  silently  away. 

The  moral  whereof,  if  there  is  any,  is :  pay 
no  heed  to  predictions,  but  resolve  that  the 
right  and  desired  thing  shall  be.  This  is  a 
world,  not  of  things  ordained,  but  of  things 
willed  by  workers.  You  can  write  as  much  or 
more  business  in  a  presidential  campaign  year 
if  3' ou  say  you  will. 


Whack  Talk. 

Having  passed  our  "  salad  days  "  we  never 
draw  lessons  fx'om  a  conflagration. 

An  "incisive"  scribbler  writes  hail!  hail! 
hail!  That's  the  first  time  we  ever  knew 
it  hailed  in  California. 

Preachment,  n.  A  religious  harangue; — 
used  depreciatingly  or  in  contempt. — Web- 
ster's Dictionary. 

The  Western  Insurance  Review  for  June, 
arriving  July  21,  contains  twelve  pages  of 
advertisements  and  twelve  pages  of  read- 
ing matter. 

James,  you  want  to  invest  your  money  so  as 
to  produce  striking  results.  What  is  the 
matter  with  j'our  starting  a  strike  insurance 
company  in  St.  Louis? 
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Picnicing  in  Oregon. 

Bingham  Springs,  near  Pendleton,  some 
days  ago,  became  the  Sunday  recreation  re- 
sort of  a  number  of  specials  made  weary  by 
the  vveeli's  toils  and  the  midsummer  heat  and 
dust  of  Eastern  Oregon.  The  following  dis- 
tinguished gentlemen  were  of  the  partj'  : 

Frank  L.  Hunter,  of  the  London  &  Northern;  A. 
C.  Thornton,  of  the  Fireman's  Fund;  J.  J.  Dennis, 
of  the  Pennsylvania;  J.  C.  Cunningham,  of  the 
American  Central;  H.  E.  Parkhurst,  of  the  New 
Zealand;  George  A.  Crux,  of  the  Manchester;  and 
the  following  guests  of  the  party,  Harry  L.  Hexter, 
K.  A.  W.  Barfoot,  of  Pendleton,  and  D.  Ryrie,  of 
Colfax,  Thomas  A.  Hudson,  of  The  Dalles,  and  the 
otticial  photographer  of  the  party,  Lee  Moorhouse, 
who  represents  some  of  the  companies  in  Pendleton. 


Mistaken  Action  of  an  Insurance  Department. 

Years  ago,  when  Geo.  T.  Anthony  was  the 
autocratic  governor  of  Kansas,  a  solvent  old 
line  company  offered  to  reinsure  a  failing  soci- 
ety. The  deal  was  mutually  advantageous. 
The  average  risk  was  good,  and  the  possible 
impairment  hazard  vvas  offset  by  the  value  of 
the  bus'ness.  Anthony  told  the  insurance 
commissioner,  who  was  favorable  to  the  re- 
insurance, that  he  would  not  allow  the  trans- 
action. The  result  was  that  the  Kansas 
concern  soon  went  to  pieces,  and  the  members 
were  left  without  any  insurance. 

We  are  reminded  of  this  bit  of  ancient  his- 
tory by  the  recent  action  of  the  New  York 
insurance  department  in  the  matter  of  the 
proposed  reinsurance  of  the  impaired  Ameri- 
can Union  by  the  National  Life  of  Chicago, 
Washington  and  the  United  States.  By  the 
way,  this  latter  company  was  incorporated  by 
special  action  of  congress,  and  is  the  only  life 
corporation  having  that  honor  and  possible 
advantage. 

Chips. 

— Biggs,  Cal.,  is  looking  for  second-hand  en- 
gines and  hose-carts  for  its  new  fire  depart- 
ment. 

—Gas  Explosion. — A  janitor,  a  match,  a  leak- 
ing gaspipe  in  the  basement,  made  Scranton, 
Pa.,  lively  and  the  movement  in  real  estate 
very  brisk.  Damage,  i?100,000.  Twobig  brick 
buildings  demolished  and  twenty  one  persons 
injured. 

— Remedt  Would  be  Popular. — Gilson — 
Tweezer  sent  for  a  doctor  to-day  to  take 
something  to  keep  his  cough  down.  Willetts 
—Well,  after  he's  cured  him  he  better  give 
him  something  to  make  him  cough  up. — Ex. 


—The  board  of  underwriters  at  Vancouver 
have  resolved  to  maintain  rates  "as  are." 
This  action  was  taken  as  an  answer  to  several 
petitions  from  interior  towns  for  lower  rates. 

— Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania  and  Dela- 
ware Insurance  Directory,  1900,  by  J.  H.  C. 
Whiting,  of  the  Review  Publishing  and 
Printing  Co.,  a  comprehensive  and  useful 
bound  book  of  300  pages. 

—In  Bishop,  Cal.,  the  local  fire  commission- 
ers have  had  the  lines  of  the  town's  fii-e  lim- 
its survej'ed.  No  decision  has  been  made, 
however,  as  to  when  an  election  will  be  called 
for  ratifying  the  fire  limits  ordinance. 

— St.  Louis. — Hates  are  at  "hard  pan."  The 
German-American  has  boldly  refused  to  ac- 
cept business  at  less  than  Waterworth  rates.. 
Other  companies  are  expected  to  follow  this 
good  example,  the  anti-compact  law  not  pre- 
venting. 

—The  Review  gives  the  fire  losses  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada  during  the  first 
six  months  of  1900  as  $103,300,000,  against  |65,- 
699,750  in  1899.  The  recent  Ottawa-Hull, 
Bloomington  and  Hoboken  conflagrations  con- 
tributed say  $20,000,000  to  this  great  total. 

—Montana  Wool  Growers  Protest.- The 
president  of  the  Montana  state  board  of  sheep 
commissioners  has  addi-essed  a  protest  to 
Lieut.  Parkhurst,  district  manager  at  Butte 
of  the  U.  of  the  P.  C.  The  protest  complains 
of  the  rates  on  wool  in  warehouse  and  on 
board  cars,  and  more  particularly  of  the  latter. 

—Los  Angeles  Special  Agency  Difficulty.— 
The  appointment  of  Warren  Campbell,  mem- 
ber or  ex-member  of  a  Los  Angeles  local 
agency,  as  special  agent  caused  some  trouble, 
as  our  readers  may  recall.  The  Scottish 
Union  first  appointed  him.  The  Board  de- 
cided that  under  a  new  rule  this  appointment 
was  invalid.  The  appointment  was  thereupon 
canceled.  Subsequently,  another  offlce  ap- 
pointed Mr.  Campbell  a  special  agent,  alleg- 
ing that  he  was  no  longer  a  member  of  the 
agency  firm..  But  a  steady  diminution  of  the 
business  of  the  Scottish  Union  in  the  agency 
provoked  a  protest  from  Manager  Medcraft. 
The  Board,  for  reasons  which  need  not  be 
stated  here,  was  obliged  to  defer  immediate 
action.  A  few  days  ago.  Manager  Medcraft 
quietly  sought  relief  in  an  effective  way, 
without  in  any  way  disturbing  the  local  situa- 
tion. The  Board,  at  a  meeting  Friday,  justi. 
fied  the  course  he  had  pursued. 
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— Henry  Waku,  of  the  Fireman's  Fuud,  is  in 
Chicago. 

— The  impaired  Globe  &.  Rutgers  will  increase 
its  capital. 

— Note  our  table  of  six  years  six  months'  San 
Francisco  business  elsewhere. 

—The  Parrott  Mining  Co.  plant,  Butte,  Mon., 
was  burned  Aug.  8.  Insurance  loss,  over 
$40,000. 

— It  is  said  that  many  foreign  "treaty"  com- 
panies are  cancelling  their  American  reinsur- 
ance contracts. 

— Manager  Lowden  of  the  Norwich  Union 
recently  made  an  extended  trip  through  the 
Pacific  Northwest. 

— Deputy  Commissioner  Heifner  of  Washing- 
ton visited  San  Francisco  last  month  for  some 
days,  on  business  connected  with  his  depart- 
ment. 

— Manager  Breeding  of  the  Germania  Fire 
arrived  in  San  Francisco  August  15,  and  is 
staj'ing  at  the  Palace  hotel.  The  company 
will  have  an  office  in  the  insurance  district. 

— Los.s  Reports. — In  the  advance  sheet  there 
was  an  eri'or  in  the  Scottish  Union  total — 
about  $15,000  too  much.  One  reason  these  ad- 
vance sheets  are  sent  out  is  to  insure  correct- 
ness. 

—Alex.  G.  Hawes,  Jr.,  of  Honolulu,  has  been 
appointed  private  secretary  to  Gov.  Dole  of 
Hawaii.  Mr.  Hawes,  who  is  a  son  of  Man- 
ager Hawes  of  the  New  York  Life,  has  been 
representing  the  company  in  the  Islands. 

—Note  our  table  of  terra  business  in  fire  in- 
surance, revised,  enlarged,  and  having  per- 
centages. Reduced  i-ates,  from  increased 
term  business,  is  helping  to  raise  the  old  Ned 
with  the  fire  insurance  business  in  this 
country. 

—There  He  Blows  !— Whales  in  extraor- 
dinary number  have  been  seen  near  the  beach 
at  San  Francisco.  On  a  recent  day  eighty 
spouters  were  counted.  On  the  following 
evening  a  large  pilot  boat  was  struck  and 
sunk  by  a  whale. 

—In  Portland,  Or.,  special  agent  Toll  Thomp- 
son, has  made  a  change  in  the  local  agency  for 
the  Lion.  Jordan  and  W.itherell  have  re. 
ceived  the  appointment,  taking  over  the  busi- 
ness from  Schlussel  &  Hayes.  Special  Thomp- 
.  son  has  also  made  a  change  in  the  Imperial 
agency,  Schlussel  &  Hayes  being  succeeded 
by  P.  S.  Malcolm. 


—To  Life  Men. — Note  two  important  life  in- 
surance decisions  printed  in  full  in  this  issue. 

—We  join  the  Oxnard  Courier  in  the  hope  that 
Gov.  Gage  will  re-appoiut  E.  J.  Louis  of  San 
Diego  to  the  position  which  he  now  worthily 
fills. 

— Recommendations  by  Messrs.  Mendell  and 
Manson,  of  San  Francisco's  board  of  public 
works,  for  the  construction  and  maintenance 
of  theaters,  etc.,  are  worthy  of  adoption. 
Standpipes  with  hose  are  suggested  for  every 
floor  and  gallei-y;    also,  automatic  sprinklers. 

— The  American  femelting  Co.  was  given  spe- 
cial rates  on  its  Colorado  plants,  on  an  agree- 
ment to  place  all  the  insurance  through  local 
agents.  Now  the  smelting  company  has 
placed  its  Colorado  and  other  business  through 
New  York  brokers  in  violation  of  this  agree- 
ment. The  Colorado  Local  Agents  Associa- 
tion is  making  a  fight  over  this  matter. 

— The  reduction  made  on  the  Colorado  risks 
of  the  American  Smelting  and  Refining  Com- 
pany to  secure  their  being  placed  with  local 
agents  was  from  $2.60  to  11.20.  On  this  basis 
the  companies  might  better  have  let  the  rate 
stand,  paying  1.5  per  cent,  to  the  brokers  and 
15  per  cent,  to  the  agents.  This  would  leave 
the  underwriters  $1.82  net.  At  $1.20,  with 
one  commission  of  15  per  cent.,  they  have, 
net,  only  $1.02.  It  would  be  interesting  to 
know  what  companies  have  written  the  busi- 
ness at  the  enormous  cut. — The  Review. 

— Tariff  of  Minimum  Rates  for  the  state  of 
Texas:  by  the  Continental  Ins.  Co.  The  state 
is  divided  into  "north"  and  "south."  The 
basis  rate  for  business  risks,  detached  build- 
ings, are  for  first  class  cities,  class  A  70,  class 
B  SO,  class  C  1.00;  second  class  cities,  80,  1.00 
and  1.25.  In  south  Texas  the  rates  are  less. 
Rates  for  frame  stores  and  warehouses  in  north 
Texas  are  :  first  class  cities,  single  occupancy, 
2.00  on  building  and  2.00  on  stock.  Maximum 
range  rate,  if  all  prefeiTcd  occupancies,  is 
5.00.  In  south  Texas  the  rates  are  25c  less. 
When  buildings  in  frame  ranges  are  occupied 
by  non-preferred  or  hazardous  stocks,  the 
charge  for  such  occupancy  is  added  to  the  rate 
on  all  buildings  iu  the  range,  and  half  such 
charge  to  the  rate  on  all  stocks  in  the  range, 
except  hazardous  stocks,  on  which  the  full 
charges  are  to  be  applied.  The  recently  en- 
acted law  of  Texas  prohibits  the  making  of 
rates,  except  by  each  company  independently, 
though  the  companies  generally  have  lost 
money  iu  that  state. 
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— M.  A.  Newell  now  has  offices  at  317  CalL- 
fornia  street. 

— See  our  gummed  policy  label  prices  iu  "'ad" 
in  fore  part  of  this  book. 

— Suit  has  been  brought  in  Kansas  City  for 
alleged  damages  for  "vexatious  delay"  in  the 
settlement  of  an  extravagant  award. 

— H.  W.  Cottle,  well  known  in  fire  insurance 
circles  up  North,  has  been  appointed  special 
agent  for  the  "old  and  tried"  Glens  Falls. 

— The  Traders'  semi-annual  figures  are  :  As- 
sets, $3.23(5,198;  reinsurance  reserve,  1707,119; 
net  surplus,  1843,560.  It  is  represented  by 
Manager  Laton. 

— Dk.  Mooke,  president  of  the  Pacific  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Company,  will  in  a  day  or  two 
take  a  journey  he  has  long  contemplated.  He 
will  visit  Portland  and  other  Northwest 
cities.  He  will  be  accompanied  by  Mrs. 
Moore.  After  visiting  Chicago  and  other 
Lake  cities,  he  will  go  to  Maine,  where 
Mrs.  Moore's  family  resides.  After  several 
weeks  in  Maine,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  will  re- 
turn home  via  Boston,  New  York  and  other 
Eastern  cities.  President  Moore  will  inci- 
dentally call  on  a  number  of  the  agents  of 
the  company  in  the  Northwest  and  the  East. 

— The  Pennsylvania  Fire's  seventy-fifth  an- 
niversary is  the  occasion  of  a  handsome  souve- 
nir publication  of  "Short  Rates."  The  con- 
tents include  excellent  portraits  of  Col.  R. 
Dale  Benson,  the  president ;  John  L.  Thomson, 
vice-president;  W.  Gardner  Crowell,  secreta- 
ry ;  Charles  W.  Merrill,  assistant  secretary  ; 
Wm.  J.  Dawson,  secretary  agency  depart- 
ment ;  T.  Ed  wd.  Pope,  manager  Pacific  depart- 
ment ;  Russell  W.  Osborn,  assistant  manager ; 
Homer  A.  Craig,  general  adjuster  and  special 
agent;  Chester  Deering,  Volney  Howard,  S. 
P.  Mesick,  F.  J.  Agnew,  J.  W.  McMurrin, 
special  agents;  and  a  group  of  the  "office 
associates"  and  the  office  views.  The  Penn- 
sylvania Fire  was  admitted  to  California  on 
October  31,  1873,  nearly  twenty-eight  years 
ago,  and  has  been  continuously  operating  in 
this  field  ever  since.  The  present  Pacific 
department  began  business  on  May  1,  1896.  A 
"  monument,"  surmounted  by  William  Penn, 
gives  the  assets  of  the  Pennsylvania  Fire  by 
decades,  from  $300,000  in  183.5  to  over  $5,171, - 
000  in  1890.  This  three-quarter  centennial 
souvenir  is  very  creditable,  both  as  to  con- 
tents and  typography.  The  Pacific  depart- 
ment and  Editor  Osborn  have  "done  them- 
selves proud." 


— CuKTis  &  Mekrill  have  been  appointed  San 
Francisco  agents  of  the  New  Hampshire. 

— T.  M.  Grant,  for  a  year  past  employed  in 
the  Coast  Review  office,  accepted  a  position 
elsewhere  last  week. 

— In  the  Coast  Review  Insurance  Chart  direc- 
tory read  correctly  "Washington  Insurance 
Association,  Lee  McKenzie,  Chief  Surveyor, 
Tacoma,  Wash." 

— Restraining  Order.— The  California  insu- 
rance commissioner  has  been  enjoined  from 
alleged  contemplated  action  against  the 
Equitable  Life,  by  order  of  Judge  Beatty  of 
the  U.  S.  circuit  court. 

— The  Ministerial  Life  of  Los  Angeles  will 
soon  be  reorganized  as  the  new  Conservative, 
a  legal  reserve  company.     Some   doubt  is  ex- . 
pressed  as  to  the  final  disposition  of  the  Min- 
isterial's  "optional  life  policies." 

—The  Mutual  Reserve  Fund  won  in  the  Cald- 
well suit  for  damages  alleged  to  the  extent 
of  $150,000  for  alleged  breach  of  contrrct. 
The  referee  awarded  .$50,982  to  the  plaintiff, 
but  the  judgment  has  been  reversed  by  the 
N.  Y.  S.  C,  A.  D. 

— Manager  Frank,  of  the  firm  of  Gutte  & 
Frank,  who  is  something  of  a  traveler,  having 
visited  Europe  a  number  of  times,  says  that 
the  American  "ti-eating"  habit  is  unknown 
in  the  old  countries.  To  pay  or  to  offer  to  pay 
for  cigars  or  refreshments  is  regarded  as  an 
insult.  The  Europeans  do  not  even  know  the 
meaning  of  "  give  us  the  bones." 

— The  Fii-eman's  Fund  has  brought  out  in  re- 
cent years  many  good  things  in  the  way  of 
useful  advertising  devices,  but  the  new  con- 
cise atlas  of  the  world,  containing  colored 
maps  of  all  the  states  and  territories  in  the 
United  States  and  the  pi'ovinces  of  Canada, 
also  full  page  maps  of  every  country  and  civil 
division  upon  the  face  of  the  globe,  is  by  far 
he  most  useful  of  all. 

—The  Netherlands  Fire  (Wm.  Macdonald, 
Coast  manager)  held  its  annual  general  meet- 
ing on  April  7.  The  report  of  the  directors 
shows  an  increase  of  gross  premium  income 
during  the  year  of  nearly  18  per  cent.— or 
from  $992, 125  to  $1,190,810.  The  total  assets  are 
$2,513,110,  of  which  the  shareholders'  liability 
is  $1,404,165.  Capital  paid  up  is  $363,500. 
The  reserve  funds,  in  addition,  amount  to 
$810,040.  The  Netherlands  has  some  $700,000 
assets  invested  in  the  United  States,  nearly 
half  of  which  amount  is  surplus. 
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— Vice-Pkesident  Levison  of  the  Fireman's 
Fund  is  on  his  way  to  Europe. 

— National  of  Ireland. — It  is  not  improbable 
that  this  company  will  return  to  the  Pacific 
Coast  at  an  early  date. 

—The  Royal's  U.  S.  branch  semi-annual  fig- 
ures are  :  Assets,  17,223,878;  reinsurance  re- 
serve, $3,641,050;  surplus,  $3,830,259. 

— United  States  Fire. — July  1,  assets,  742,- 
911 ;  reinsurance  reserve,  234,069 ;  net  surplus, 
$154,031.     Gain  in  assets  and  reserve. 

— Phcenix  of  London. — Semi-annual  state- 
ment of  the  United  States  branch:  Assets, 
12,772,008;  reinsurance  reserve,  $1,496,674; 
surplus,  $734,328. 

—Bkiti.su  America.— U.  S.  branch  semi-an- 
nual figures :  Assets,  $1,240,552;  reinsurance 
reserve,  $651,003;  surplus,  $474,419.  Gains  in 
assets  and  reserve. 

—The  Magdeburg  Fire  has  reinsured  the 
Cincinnati,  which  has  a  premium  income  of 
$45,000.  The  Cincinnati  was  ore-anized  in 
1829,  with  $150,000  capital. 

—Law  Union  &  Crown.— U.  S.  branch  semi- 
annual statement :  Assets,  $700,478;  reinsur- 
ance reserve,  $207,129;  net  surplus,  $425,531. 
Gains  in  assets  and  reserve. 

—Union  of  London.— Semi-annual  figures  of 
United  States  branch  are  :  Assets,  $1,598,376; 
reinsurance  reserve,  $675,094;  surplus,  $707,- 
397.    Gains  in  all  three  items. 

—The  Phenix  of  Brooklyn  reports,  July  1, 
$5,471,6.54  assets,  $2,990,461  reinsurance  re- 
serve, and  $1,240,1.57  net  surplus.  Reinsur- 
ance reserve  has  been  increased. 

—Special  Agent  John  C.  Dornin,  son  of 
Manager  George  D.  Dornin,  was  married  on 
August  2,  to  Miss  Margaret  Robinson.  The 
happy  couple  will  make  their  home  in  Tacoma. 
The  Coast  Review  joins  the  many  friends  in 
congratulations  and  felicitations. 

—Castle  Rock  City  Hall.— Henry  C.  Rogers, 
the  special  agent  of  the  Palatine  Insurance 
Company,  was  in  the  city  last  Friday  and 
cancelled  the  company's  policy  on  the  city 
hall.  He  claimed  that  the  building  was 
left  vacant  and  open,  and  that  the  electric 
light  wires  were  uncovered,  and  that  old 
campaign  torches  containing  oil  were  stowed 
under  the  stage  and  that  on  the  whole  the 
building  was  so  neglected  that  the  company 
would  not  carry  the  risk  longer. — Castle  Rock, 
Wash.,  Advocate. 


— Two  brand-new  houses  burn. 

— The  insurance  fij.'m  of  L.  B.  Edwards  &  Co. 
has  been  organized,  with  ofHces  at  224  San- 
some  street.  The  firm  represents  the  Ameri- 
can of  Newark. 

— It  is  believed  that  the  Traders  of  New  York 
was  impaired  to  the  extent  of  $70,000  more 
than  its  capital.  The  North  British  has  can- 
celed its  contract  reinsuring  this  companj'. 

—Queen  of  America. — The  Queen  reports 
July  1  .$4,578,681  assets,  $1,507,472  reinsurance 
reserve,  .$2,219,025  net  surplus. 

— Providence- Washington. —July  1  figures: 
$1,973,606  assets,  $896,265  reinsurance  reserve, 
$312,615  net  surplus.    Gain  in  reserve. 

— Magdeburg  Fire. — TheU.  S.  branch's  semi- 
annual figures  are:  $959,589  assets,  $479,805 
reinsurance  reserve,  $309,638  surplus.  In- 
crease in  reserve. 

— Norwich  Union's  U.  S.  branch  reports, 
July  1,  $2,273,624  assets,  $1,205,714  reinsurance 
reserve,  $850,130  surplus.    Gain  in  reserve. 

— Fireman's  Fund. — Semi-annual  statement: 
Assets,  .$3,842,936;  reinsurance  reserve,  $1,356,- 
138;  net  surplus,  $1,240,290.     Gain  in  reserve. 

— The  Bavarian  Mortgage  and  Exchange  is 
cancelling  its  reinsurance  treaties  in  this 
country.  It  has  had  enough  of  American  fire 
business. 

— Marshall  &  McElhone,  managers  of  the 
Central  department  of  the  Fireman's  Fund, 
have  appointed  two  men  as  special  agents  un- 
der a  firm  name,  with  two  states  as  their 
territory. 

— Commercial  Union  Assurance. — The  semi- 
annual statement  of  the  U.  S.  branch  of  this 
company  is  especially  interesting,  in  view  of 
the  recent  purchase  of  the  Palatine.  On  July 
1  the  assets  were  $4,015,466,  the  reinsurance 
reserve  was  $2,510,701,  and  the  surplus  of 
$1,048,309.  Assets  increased  $235,000,  and  the 
reinsurance  reserve  is  about  $.500,000  more 
than  on  January  1. 

— HiLLMON  Case. — The  Mutual  Life  has  fol- 
lowed the  example  of  the  New  York  Life  and 
paid  the  infamous  Hillmon  claim.  The  evi- 
dence was  all  in  favor  of  the  companies;  but 
the  juries — they  were  like  the  judge  who  said, 
"so  much  the  worse  for  the  facts."  The  case 
is  still  in  the  courts,  but  the  defendant  com- 
panies' attorneys  neglected  to  file  a  super- 
sedeas bond  in  time,  which,  according  to  a 
recent  decision,  puts  the  costs  on  them  and 
makes  the  $.34,000  judgment  operative  at  once. 
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—Buffalo  elevator  fire,  insurance  loss, 
$400,000. 

—80,000,000  population  at  the  beg-inning-  of  the 
century. 

—The  Washington  Life  on  July  I  had  %\&,- 
199,184  assets. 

— H.  E.  Parkhukst,  special  agent  for  the  New- 
Zealand,  has  resigned. 

— Vice-President  Washburn  of  the  Home  is 
once  more  at  his  desk. 

—Secretary  Greene  of  the  Home  of  New 
York  died  recently,  aged  71. 

— The  Western  department  of  the  Orient,  at 
Chicago,  will  report  direct  to  Liverpool. 

—The  semi-annual  figures  of  the  Girard  are 
$3,056, 147  assets,  $1 ,034,189  reinsurance  reserve 
and  $653,011  net  surplus. 

— Charles  T.  Parker,  assistant  manager  of 
the  Pacific  department  of  the  Palatine,  has 
resigned, 

—Springfield  F.  «&  M.— Semi-annual  figures: 
Assets,  $4,864,137 ;  i-einsurance  reserve,  $1,524,- 
539;  net  surplus,  $1,522,199. 

— A.  C.  Heltzell,  of  the  German  American  at 
Chicago,  is  in  Denver  on  an  extended  trip, 
looking  over  personal  business. 

—The  New  England  Mutual  Life's  state- 
ment of  July  1  shows  $30,162,489  assets,  a  gain 
of  over  $600,000  in  the  six  months. 

—Manager  J.  J.  Purcell,  of  the  Western  de- 
partment of  the  Sun  of  London,  will  make  his 
usual  visit  to  the  Coast  this  month. 

— Lloyds  Plate  Glass  Ins.  Go's  semi-annual 
figures  are:  Assets,  $717,813;  reinsurance  re- 
serve, $248,619;  net  surplus,  $144,994. 

—Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe. — The  semi- 
annual figures  are:  Assets,  $9,205,091 ;  rein- 
surance reserve  $3,.543,912;  surplus,  $4,428,374. 

— The  National  Reliance  of  London — fire, 
accident,  etc. — is  reported  to  be  on  the  point 
of  entering  the  United  States.  It  is  said  to 
be  a  wildcat. 

—On  July  1  the  Williamsburg  City  had 
$1,966,842  assets,  $603,664  reinsurance  reserve 
and  $1,045,903  net  surplus.  Gain  in  reinsur- 
ance reserve. 

— The  Glens  Palls'  semi-annual  report  shows 
$3,368,937  assets,  $912,844  reinsurance  reserve, 
and  $2,156,3.57  net  surplus.  Gains  were  made 
in  all  three  items. 


— Ice  plant  in  New  Orleans  burns. 

—Niagara  Fire.— Semi-annual  figures  are: 
assets,  $2,704,583;  reinsurance  reserve, $1,301, - 
135;  net  surplus,  $668,505.     Gain  in  reserve. 

—American  Central-— Semi-annual  state- 
ment; Assets,;$2,007,783;  reinsurance  reserve, 
$682,123;  net  surplus,  $.574,166.  Gains  were 
made  in  both  assets  and  net  surplus. 

—Fire  losses  in  the  United  States  this  year 
promise  to  exceed  $180,000,000.  The  total 
will  be  the  largest  since  1871.  Last  year's 
eight  months'  record  has  been  beaten  by 
thirty  millions. 

—Colonel  .  Emerson    H.    Liscum,    who   was 
killed  while  leading  his  men  at  the  battle  of 
Tien-Tsin,    held   a    policy  for   $10,000   in    the 
Equitable.    This  policy  had  been   in  force  for, 
thirty-three  years. 

—The  local  papers  of  Prescott,  Ariz.,  note  the 
arrival  of  the  following  specials  and  ap- 
praisers: Louis  Mel,  iEtna;W.  A.Jackson, 
Commercial  Union  and  Alliance ;  E.  J.  Louis, 
Fii-e  Association  of  Philadelphia;  J.  J.  Agai'd, 
Hartford;  Harry  L.  Roff,  Home;  Maj.  W.  H. 
Bonsall,  Imperial  and  Lion ;  Capt.  R.  G. 
Brush,  Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe;  L.  H. 
Lord,  National;  G.  B.  Kempster,  Orient;  C. 
D.  Morgan,  Phoenix  of  Hartford  ;  B.  C.  Dick, 
Phoenix  of  London;  O.  N.  Hall,  Thuringia; 
and  E.  L.  Reed,  Western.  Appraisers— I.  H. 
Harcourt,  Warren  T.  White  and  W.  A.  Faust. 

— New  Book. — "Memoires  of  Nat  H.  Jones, 
an  Insurance  Man,"  is  the  title  of  a  new  book 
about  to  issue  from  the  press.  The  editor  is 
H.  T.  Lamey,  of  Denver,  manager  for  the 
Western  and  the  British  America.  "The 
binding  will  be  dry  about  November  1."  The 
contents  will  occupy  250  pages  and  will  be 
illustrated  by  W.  R.  Townley  250  times. 
Initial  letters  will  be  pictorial  and  illuminated. 
The  price  is  $2.00,  but  there  will  be  a  $5.00 
edition  of  100  copies,  bound  most  artistically 
and  papered  superflnely.  As  the  edition  will 
be  limited,  send  your  order  in  now  and  have  a 
pleasant  talk  with  an  old  acquaintance.  Part 
I  deals  with  the  local  agent  and  "expecta- 
tion." Part  II  deals  with  the  special  agent 
and  "realization."  Part  III  deals  with  the 
manager  -and  "disenchantment."  All  in 
thirty-seven  chapters.  Copies  may  be  ordered 
from  H.  T.  Lamey,  box  1527,  Denver.  The 
entire  book  is  readable,  practical,  and  a  true 
picture  of  working  insurance  life.  The  author, 
foi'meiiy  a  local,  believes  in  plain  living  and 
high  thinking.     He  lives  on  one  meal  a  day. 
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Insurance  Company 

Of  JVew    Yorlc 
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CASH  CAPITAL • $1,000,000  00 

NET  SURPLUS 2, 101,402  85 

TOTAL  ASSETS, 4.8/6,870  01 

W.  H.  BREEDING,  Manager, 


Gum  Policy  Labels. 

SEE  ANNOUNCEMENT 
IN  FORE  PART  OF  BOOK, 


THANSA  TLANTIC 

Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Hamburg,  Germany. 

ASSETS .  $2,911,441  00 

LIABILITIES, _ 1,078,440  00 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS $1,835,001  00 

CASH  ASSETS  IN  U.  S 830,928  00 

V.  CARUS  DRIFFIELD.  Manager,  II.  DANKER,  Ass't  Manager. 
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— The  Pacific  Mutual  will  soon  issue  a  new 
accident  policy. 

— Managek  Geo.  W.  Tukneu  now  has  ofBces  in 
the  Safe  Deposit  building. 

— W.  J.  Mauchhank,  of  Denver,  special  agent 
of  the  British  America  and  Western,  is  in 
town. 

—The  Dutchess  of  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y., 
formerly  a  mutual,  has  got  as  far  west  as 
Chicago. 

— The  Westchester  is  up-against  the  Colorado 
department,  an  unlicensed  agent  having  writ- 
ten a  policy. 

— The  National  Life  of  America  (and  of  Chi- 
cago) has  reinsured  the  American  Union  Life 
of  New  York. 

— Manager  Folgek  of  the  Phoenix  has  re- 
turned from  an  extended  ti'ip  through  the 
Pacific  Northwest. 

— The  Hanovek's  semi-annual  figures  are: 
Assets,  $3,074,019;  reinsurance  reserve,  11, 262,- 
786;  net  surplus,  $430,551. 

—Marine  Note. — F.  A.  Chapius,  216  Sansome 
street,  has  been  appointed  attorney  for  the 
Bordeaux  Boai'd  of  Marine  Underwriters. 

—The  Milwaukee  Mechanics'  semi-annual 
figures  are  as  follows :  Assets,  .152,447,854:  re- 
insurance reserve,  $791,755;  net  surplus, 
$1,328,873. 

— Heavt  June  Losses.— Our  files  show  that 
since  fiery  1899  there  has  been  only  one  June 
(in  1892,  with  $692,653)  which  had  losses  ex- 
ceeding last  mouth's  total. 

— Wm.  J.  Dkummond,  Seattle,  is  accused  by 
Volney  P.  Hart,  general  agent  of  the  New 
York  Life,  of  embezzlement.  According  to 
the  complaint  made  by  Hart,  Drummond,  who 
speaks  Japanese  fluently,  informed  the  agent 
that  he  could  write  some  insurance  upon  the 
lives  of  a  Japanese  husband  and  wife  who 
conduct  a  restaurant.  This  he  proceeded  to 
do  under  the  direction  of  the  general  agent. 
The  premiums  in  all  amounted  to  $348,  and 
Hart  informed  the  insured  that  he  would 
collect  the  same  when  the  policies  arrived. 
The  contracts  were  forwarded  to  the  local 
office  from  New  York  a  few  days  ago,  and 
when  the  company's  agent  attempted  to  de- 
liver them  and  collect  the  amount  of  the  pre- 
mium he  claims  to  have  discovered  that  his 
Japanese  interpreter  and  special  represent- 
ative had  preceded  him  and  collected  in  full 
the  premiums  due. 


^The  Merchants  of  New  Jersey  reports 
$1,518,064  assets,  $741,795  reinsurance  reserve, 
$149,354  net  surplus,  July  1. 

— The  Lancashire's  U.  S.  branch  semi-annual 
figures  are:  Assets,  $2,220,512;  reinsurance 
reserve,  $1,344,173;  net  surplus,  $379,956. 

— H.  McD.  Spencer,  of  the  Phenix  of  Brook- 
lyn, has  been  quite  ill  of  typhoid  fever  in 
British  Columbia.     He  is  now  convalescent. 

— The  Pennsylvania's  semi-annual  figures 
are:  Assets,  $5,170,542;  reinsurance  reserve, 
$2,485,630;  net  surplus,  $2,480,864.  Gains 
made  in  both  reserve  and  surplus. 

— Arson  in  Second  Degree. — John  Hiltel, 
Calistoga,  Cal.,  accused  by  his  own  son  of 
setting  fire  to  his  winery  and  home,  was 
found  guilty  of  arson  in  the  second  degree. 

— St.  Paul  F.  &  M-  Ins.  Co.— The  semi-an- 
nual statement  of  the  St.  Paul  is  as  follows: 
Assets,  $2,531,144 ;  reinsurance  reserve,  $1,102,- 
043;  net  surplus,  $664,976.  Gains  were  made 
in  assets  and  surplus. 

— Robert  B.  Moyer,  associate  manager  of  the 
Insurance  Monitor  and  the  Insurance  Law 
Journal,  of  New  York,  is  in  the  city.  Mr. 
Moyer,  who  is  making  a  business  trip  in  the 
Pacific  West,  came  via  the  Canadian  Pacific. 
This  is  his  first  visit  to  the  Coast. 

— The  National  Surety,  according  to  the  Chi- 
cago papers,  is  laying  up  troubles  by  repudia- 
ting liability  on  the  big  sewer  contract  of  the 
Star  constructing  company.  The  N.  S.  is 
surety  to  the  amount  of  some  $400,000.  The 
contractors  struck  quicksand  and  quickly 
quit,  and  now  the  National  Surety  finds  that 
every  other  contractor  says  "nit."  A  big 
suit  is  threatened  by  Chicago's  mayor. 

— J.  H.  Bard,  formerly  general  agent  for  a 
life  office  at  Portland,  was  recently  in  the 
custody  of  the  police  at  Baker  City,  Ore.,  on 
a  charge  of  forgery.  He  had  attached  the 
signature  of  J.  Frank  Porter,  a  local  agent, 
to  a  check  for  $10,  cashed  by  Dr.  Curry,  a 
druggist.  Friends  put  up  the  money  for  the 
check  and  the  costs,  and  secured  his  release. 
Bard  has  made  a  bad  record  during  the  past 
few  weeks,  in  the  vicinity  of  Baker  City. 
For  his  conduct  he  offers  as  an  excuse  his  in- 
temperance and  his  devotion  to  "twenty-one." 
He  pleads  that  he  should  be  in  the  insane 
asylum  rather  than  in  jail.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  his  narrow  escape  from  the  "pen"  will 
teach  him  an  enduring  lesson. 
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MONEY  AND  REALTY. 


Thirty  years  ago  the  manufactured 
goods  constituted  about  one-sixth  of  the 
total  exports,  fifteen  years  ago  one-fifth, 
five  years  ago  less  than  a  quarter,  and  in 
the  fiscal  year  just  closed  they  were  31  >^ 
per  cent,  of  the  whole. 

The  stock  of  gold  in  England  is  £2, 000, - 
000  less  than  it  was  a  year  ago,  and  £10,- 
000,000  is  required  at  least  to  make  things 
safe  over  there.  The  Bank  of  England 
raised  the  discount  rate  to  four  per  cent, 
to  attract  a  flow  of  gold,  but  it  seems  that 
it  will  be  compelled  to  raise  the  rate  to   a 


full  five  per  cent,  before  the  safety   point 
can  be  reached. 

The  receipts  of  gold  at  the  Seattle 
assay  office  to  date  aggregate  $26,385,279. 
The  office  was  established  by  the  govern- 
ment July  1,  1898.  The  receipts  for  last 
month  were  $6,250,000,  or  just  $250,000 
less  than  the  total  receipts  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1899. 

Navigation  returns  of  Great  Britain 
for  the  first  six  months  of  this  year  fur- 
nish statistics  which  indicate  that  the 
tonnage  of  vessels  entered  at  and  cleared 
from  her  ports  decreased  from  38,514,491 
tons  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1899 
to  35,103,557  tons  in  1900. 


D.   A.   SPENCER,  Adjuster, 


213  Sansome  Street, 


SAN  FRANCISCO. 


F.    G.     ARGALL, 

Adjuster    of   Fire    Losses, 

306  Pine  Street,  (room  2)   San  Francisco. 

TEL.    MAIN    5605 
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PHOENIX  MUTUAL 


Ur-C      INSURANCE 
r  C.     COMPANY 

Of  HARTFORD,  CONN. 


JONATHAN  B.  BUNCE,  Presi. 
J.  M.  HOLCOMBE,  Vice-Presi. 
CHAS.  H.  LAWRENCE,  Sec'y. 


H.   W.  MAGEE. 


J.    W.  HICKS. 


HIGKS    &    MAGEIK, 

Managers  Pacific   Department, 
Claus  Spreokels  (Call)   Building,   San  Francisco. 

a^Tivo    NEW  CONTRACTS   Just  Issued.        The   Easiest   on    the    Market   to    Sell. 
SMALL  RA  TES  !      BIG  ADVANTAGES !    Agents  should  not  fail  to  call  and  Investigate- 
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Otir  Direetorif  of  Pacific  Coast 
JPield  Men. 

Attached  Field  Men. 
Aachen  it-  Munich. 
A  W  Thornton.  Seattle 
W  A  Bonynge,  Los  Angeles 
Wm  B  Slreeter,  Portland,  Oregon 
F  W  Hally,  San  Francisco 
Atlas  Assurance. 
E  R  Thompson,  San  Francisco 
W  W  Cleveland,  San  Francisco 
W  AV  Alverson,  Portland 
C  E  Schlingheyde,  Los  Angeles 
William  Manning,  Denver,  Col. 

ySfna. 
Ed  C  Morrison,  San  Francisco 
Louis  Mel,  San  Francisco 
W  L  Gazzam,  Seattle,  Wash. 
J  A  Murphy,  Seattle 

Baggs  &  Stovel  Agency. 
C  W  Smith,  San  Francisco 

British  America  and  Western. 
W  L  W  Miller,  Denver,  Colorado 
H  J  Schaeffer,  Seattle,  AVash. 
R  H  Maglll,  Oakland,  California 
W  B  AVestlake,  Oakland,  Cal. 
E  L  Keed    Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
Edw.  Brown  &  8on,  Gen'l  Ag'ts. 
Wm  H  Hill,  San  Francisco 
Chas  Van  Valkenlnirg,  Los  Angeles 
H  H  Brown,  Sun  Francisco 
N  B  Whitley,  Seattle,  Washington 
W  H  Gibbons,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

Butler  &  Haldan  Agency. 
B  0  Dick,  San  Francisco 
B  B  Broomell,  Tacoma 

Continental. 
D  W  Graves,  San  Francisco 
W  A  AVilllams,  Portland,   Oregon 
F  ji  Rhoads,  Denver,  Colorado 
F  P  Wilson,  Los  Angeles 
Commercial  Union  and  Alliance. 
W  R  Heath,  San  Francisco 
A  T  Von  Etlinger,  Portland,  Or 
W  A  Jackson,  Los  Angeles 
M  H  Merrill,  Salt  Lake  City 

Connecticut. 
Guy  Francis,  San  Francisco 
A  G  Davis,  San  Francisco 
L  P  Stephens.  Los  Angeles 
James  S  Reed,  Portland,  Oregon 
W  S  Ferris,  Salt  Lake 

Chas.  Christensen's  Agency. 
James  C  Cunningham,  Spokane 
Ernest  C  Johnson,  Los  Angeles- 
S  B  Morse,  Portland.  Oregon 
Geo  G  Potter,  San  Francisco 

Thos.  J.  Conroy,  Manager. 
R  De  Lappe,  San  Francisco 
Geo  A  Crux,  Portland,  Oregon 
E  E  Panabaker,  Sacramento 
J  O  Parrish,  Denver 

Fireman's  Fund. 
R  D  Hunter,  San  Francisco 
Wm  M  Klinger,  San  Francisco 
L  M  Seatoh,  Los  Angeles 
J  V  Spears,  Dallas,  Texas 
F  G  White,  Denver,  Colorado 
A  C  Thornton,  Portland,  Oregon 
R  P  Falij,  Sherlock  Blk.,  Port.,  Or, 
G  H  Mendell,  Jr.,  Salt  Lake 
Fire  Association,  Philadelphia. 
T  C  Shankland,  San  Francisco 
F  M  Avery,  Denver,  Colorado 
F  J  Alex  Mayer,  Portland,  Oregon 
Dan  L  Weaver,  Spokane 
E  J  Louis,  Los  Angeles 

German- American . 
W  F  Chipman,  San  Francisco 
Harry  Benner,  San  Francisco 
Chas  R  Thompson,  Seattle,  Wash. 

Hamburg-Bremen.    . 
Harry  C  Boyd,  San  Francisco 


Hartford. 
J  J  Agard,  San  Francisco 
John  M  Holmes,  San  Francisco 
J  J  Dennis,  Portland 
B  F  Grant,  Salt  Lake  City 
W  O  Morgan,  San  Francisco 

Home  Mutual. 
E  E  Eitel,  San  Francisco 
R  P  Falij,  Portland,  Oregon 
A  W  Whitmer,  Portland,  Oregon 
F  G  White,  Denver,  Colorado 
Chas  C  Echlin,  San  Francisco 
C  P  Lyndall,  Los  Angeles 

Home,  New  York. 
Harry  L  Roff,  San  Francisco 
A  G  Ridling,  San  Francisco 
Junius  Young,  Salt  Lake  City 
A  F  Gartner,  Butte,  Montana 
J  D  Coleman,  Portland,  Oregon 
John  H  Burgard  Portland,  Oregon 
G  C  Holloway.  Los  Angeles 
J  J  Sheahan,  San  Francisco 
Imperial  and  Lion. 
Amos  F.  Sewell,  San  Francisco 
T  T  Frith,  Denver 
W  F  Zwick,  Seattle 
Toll  Thompson,  Portland,  Oregon 
Maj  W  H  Bonsall,  Los  Angeles 
Ins.  Co.  of  North  America. 
J  K  Hamilton,  San  Francisco 
C  O  Scott,  San  Francisco 
A  E  Bailey,  Seattle,  Washington 

Lancashire. 
Walter  M  Speyer,  San  Francisco 
D  W  Pierce,  Los  Angeles 
F  M  Branch,  Portland,  Oregon 

Liverpool  <&  London  <&  Globe. 
Edw  G  Sprowl,  Tacoma,  Wash. 
R  G  Brush.  San  Francisco 
John  W  Gunn,  Salem,  Oregon 
Fred  L  Haven,  San  Francisco 
Theo  Summerland,  Los  Angeles 

London  <&  Lancashire. 
W  B  Hopkins,  San  Francisco 
Burns  Macdonald,  San  Francisco 
Sam  B  Stoy,  Cham.  Com.,  Port.,  Or. 

London  and  Northern. 
Frank  L  Hunter,  San  Francisco 
F  C  H  Rohins,  San  Francisco 
James  H  Vint,  San  Francisco 

Magdeburg. 
Leslie  Bates,  San  Francisco 

G.    W.  McNear. 
M  H  Thomson,  Portland 
Arthur  M  Thomson,  San  Francisco 
C  A  Mead,  Los  Angeles 

Milwaukee  Mechanics. 
C  H  Ward,  San  Francisco 
Gilbert  E  Overton,  Los  Angeles 
National  and  Springfield. 
Leslie  H  Lord.  San  Francisco 
J  N  Waters,  San  Francisco 
John  C  Dornin,  Tacoma,  Wash. 
P  E  Gerald   Portland,  Oregon 
Geo  C  Codding,  San  Francisco 
Edward  Sexton,  Denver 
New  Zealand. 
H  E  Parkhurst,  San  Francisco 
A  R  D  Patterson,  Portland 
H   E  O'Brien,  Los  Angeles 

Niagara. 
Geo  H  Batchelder,  Denver,  Colo. 
Walter  J  Wilson,  San  Francisco    . 
W  H  Raymond,  Portland,  Oregon 

North  British  and  Mercantile. 
Edward  Niles,  San  Francisco 
W  S  Berdan,  Jr.,  San  Francisco- 
Chas  B  Hill,  San  Francisco 
John  T  Griffith,  San  Francisco 
Francis  Cutting,  San  Francisco 

North  German. 
J  H  Ankele,  San  Francisco 
C  O  Hawley,  Los  Angeles 
Norwich  Union. 
J  L  Fuller,  San  Francisco 
R  H  Delafleld,  San  Francisco 
F  C  Staniford,  San  Francisco 
A  W  Glesy,  Salem,  Oregon 


Palatine. 
Thomas  J  Duffy,  San  Francisco 
Henry  T  Fennel,  San  Francisco 
Edward  O  Hughes,  Los  Angeles 
F  J  H  Manning,  Denver,  Colo. 
E  S  Parker,  Sonora,  Cal. 
Henry  C  Rodgers.  Portland,  Oregon 

Pennsylvania  Fire. 
Homer  A  Craig,  San  Francisco 
Chester  Deering,  San  Francisco 
Volney  Howard,  San  Francisco 
S  P  Mesick,  San  Francisco 
J  H  Clinkscales,  Los  Angeles 

Philadelphia  Underwriters 
T  C  Shankland,  San  Francisco 
F  M  Avery,  Denver,  Colorado 
F  J  Alex  Mayer,  Portland,  Oregon 
E  J  Louis,  Los  Angeles 
Dan  L  Weaver,  Spokane, Wash. 

Phoenix,  Hartford. 
R  Gallegos,  Jr,  San  Francisco 
J  W  Warner,  San  Francisco 
Chas  D  Morgan,  Los  Angeles 
Luclan  W  Knight,  Portland,  Or. 

Prussian  National. 
John  A  Prinsen,  San  Francisco 

Edward  E.  Potter,  Manager. 
Sam  B  Dewey,  Los  Angeles 
Charles  A  Layng 

Royal  and  Queen. 

John  T  Fogarty,  San  Francisco 
Wm  Maris,  San  Francisco 
F  M  iGllcrest,  San  Francisco 
J  K  Urmston,  Los  Angeles 
H  R  Burke,  Portland.  Oregon 
J  O  Thomas,  Portland,  Oregon 

Royal  Exchange  Assurance. 
John  J  Clayton,  San  Francisco 
.John  T  Beales,  San  Francisco 
R  M  Thompson,  Los  Angeles 
H  C  Ramsay,  Denver 
John  Andrew,  Portland 

Scottish  Union  <&  National. 
T  J  A  Tiedemann.  Portland,  Or. 
Fred  R  Stover,  San  Francisco 
Harry  L  Luke.  Sal  lLake  &  Denver 
John  E  Cosgrove,  San  Francisco 

Sun  Insurance  Office. 
Thos  H  Williams,  Portland 
W  W  Hoagland,  Portland 

Syz  tk  Co. 
H  C  Kirkpatrick,  San  Francisco 

Thuringia. 
R  B  Friend,  San  Francisco 
C  B  Sloan,  Los  Angeles 
L   F  Lamping,   Seattle,  Washington 

Transatlantic. 
Tom  R  Roberts,  Seattle 
H  W  Fores,  San  Francisco 
Union  Assurance. 
Harry  H  Smith,  San  Francisco 
Edwin  B  De  Golia,  San  Francisco 
Paul  C  Bates,  Portland 

Westchester. 
H  C  Keller,  San  Francisco 

Unattached  Field  Men. 
A  A  Andre,  San  Francisco 
F  G  Argall,  San  Francisco 
I)  M  Bokee,  San  Francisco 
William  L  Chalmers,  Portland,  Or. 
W  H  Faust,  Los  Angeles 
E  P  Farnsworth,  San  Francisco 
H  R  Hanna,  Los  Angeles 
R  Lockey,  Helena,  Mont. 
D  W  Mcintosh,  Los  Angeles 
Calvert  Meade,  San  Francisco 
R  H  Naunton,  San  Francisco 
B  D  Smalley,  Seattle,  Washington 
D  A  Spencer,  San  Francisco 
Adolph  Wenzelburger    San  Fran'co 
H  M  Grant.  Portland.  Oregon 
Charles  L  J  Bliss,  Seattle,  Wash 
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mjEEN 


Assets, 
Surplus, 

J.  A.  MACDONALD,  President, 


Irpsarance  Gonppang 

Of  America,  N.  Y, 


$4,668,341.00 
2,323,975.00 

GEO.  W.  BURCHELL,  Secretary. 


ROLLA  V,  WATT,  Pacific  Coast  Manager 

JOHN   T.   FOGARTY,   Superintendent  of  Agencies. 
ROYAL  INSURANCE  BUILDING  comer  Pine  and  Sansome  Streets,  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

SPECIAL  AGENTS  and  ADJUSTERS  ROYAL  and  QUEEN  INSURANCE  COMPANIES. 
FRAITE  M.  GILCREST,  Central  California.  H.  R.  BURKE,  Washington  and  Montana 

WILLIAM  MARIS,  Korthern  California,  Nevada  and  Utah.     J.  0.  THOMAS,  Oregon  and  Idaho. 
J.  E.  URMSTON,  Southern  California,  Arizona  and  Ifew  Mexico. 


ASSETS, 

Surplus,  (Net) 

LOSSES    PAID,   OVER 


I  53,281,824  89 

15,196,543  33 

117,600,000  00 


Transacts  Largest   FIRE    Insurance   Busi- 
ness of  any  Company  in  the  World. 


CHARLES   ALCOCK,   MANAGER, 


F.  J.   KINGSLEY,  SUB-MANAGER, 


LIVERPOOL,  England. 


DEPARTMENT  OFFICES: 

Boston,    New  York,    Philadelphia,    Chicago,    Louisville, 

San  Francisco. 

J^~  Agencies  in  all  principal  Cities  and  Towns. 


Royal 

insurance 
Company. 


ROLLA    V.   WATT5    Pacific  Coast    Manager, 

JOHN   T.    FOGARTY,  Superintendent  of  Agencies. 
ROYAL  INSURANCE  BUILDING  corner  Pine  and  Sansome  Streets,  SAN  FRANCISCO. 


iSi^iS^^i^iS  COAST  REVIEW  ADl'ERTISING  DEPARTMENT  1^^^^^^ 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT 


AMERICAN  CENTRAL 

Insurance  Company  of  St.  Louis 

Established  1S53 

Assets,  -  -  $  1,941,324.10 

Losses  Paid,  -  -         10,429,444.42 

tbrritory: 

California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Montana,  Idaho,  Utah,  Nevada  and  Arizona 


ST.  PAUL 


F.  &  M.  Insurance  Company  of   St.  Paul^  Minn. 

Established  1865 

Assets,  -  -  -  $  2,450,629.11 

Losses  Paid,  _  _  _  16,586,620.70 

territory: 

California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Montana,  Idaho,  Utah,  Nevada  and  Arizona 


Lloyds  Plate  Glass 

Insurance  Company  of   New  York 

Assets,  -  -  -  -    $  736,016.74 

Losses  Paid,  _  _  _  1,875,494.33 

s^"  Insures  Plate  Glass  Against  Breakage  Only 


CHAS.  CHRISTENSEN,  Manager 


B.  GOODWIN,   Ass't    Manager 


Special  Agents : 

JAMES  C.  CUNNINGHAM,  Spokane,  Wash 
ERNEST  C.  JOHNSON,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


OFFICE:  220  SanSOme  St.,  S.   F.  )         ^^^-  ^-  POTTEE,  San  Francisco. 

S  S.  B.  MORSE,  Portland. 
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m 
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Vire  Insurance  Company  of  Hartford 


ESTABLISHED  1850 


Cash  Capital, 

Total  Assets, 

Surplus  to  Policyholders, 


.1,000,000  00 
3,869,451  75 
2,068,839  7i 


BENJAMIN  J.  SMITH,  Manager 


411   California  Street,  San  Francisco 


Royal  Exchange  Assurance 


Of  London,    England. 

-ESTABLISHED    BY    ROYAL    CHARTER    1720 


Mi 

'mi 


Cash  Capital,  :  : 

Surplus  to  Policyholders, 
Total  Assets,  : 


$  3,346,099  45 

9,612,455  96 
24,034,110  35 


5®^  LOSSES  PAID,  OVER  $185,000,000.00^^8 


Head  Office  United  States,  100  William  St.,  New  York, 

ROBERT  DICKSON,  General  Manager. 


Pacific  Coast  Depai-tment,  501    Montgomery  St.,  San   Francisco, 

FRANK  W.  DICKSON  )  .  ,    ,, 

>  Associate  Managers 
EDWARD  HALL  j 
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1792 


1900 


INSURANCE  CO  OF  NORTH  AMERICA 


FOUNDED 


CASH  CAPITAL 


$3,000,000.00 


POUCYHOLDCRS-    SURPLUS 

$4,696,780.55 


ASSETS  JANUARY  1    1900. 


$9,230,684.26 


NET  SURPLUS 


$1,696,780.55 


PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

OLDEST    STOCK    FIRE    INSURANCE    COMPANY    IN    THE    UNITED    STATES. 


Losses  Paid  Since  Organization,  $100,277,157.00 


Pacific  Department: 

J.  K.  HAMILTON,  ) 

C.  O.  SCOTT,  (-  Special  Agents. 

A.  E.  BAILEY,        ) 


CalifoKttia,     Oregon,     Washington,    Montana,     Nevada.     Idaho, 
Arizona,   Utah,  Alas/cu,  British  Columbia  and  Hazvaii. 

Office  412  California  St.,  San  Francisco 

JAMES     D.     BAILEY3    General   Agent. 


c^*        «^*        «^*         /"\.        «i5^        t^*        t^^ 


SUCH  A  COMPANY  IS 
THE 


LIFE  INSURANCE  Fidelity  Mutual 


,jt    COnPANY    ^ 

That  will  protect  and  advance  agents 
That  will  promote  in  the  order  of  merit 
That  issues  mutual,  profit-sharing  policies 
That  issues  all  modern  forms  of  policies 
That  guarantees  values  and  leaves  none  in  doubt 
That  combines  income  to  insured  with  protection 
That  has  a  successful  record  of  twenty-one  years 
That  has  a  ratio  of  admitted  Assets  to  Liabilities 
of  1.30 


T    TIT  IT     INSURANCE 
J-^1  J^  J—^        COMPANY 

L.  O.  FOUSE,  President. 

Write  for  Agency  Terms  and  Territory  to 

ALEX.  Mcknight,  vice  President 

P.  0.  Drawer  1536,  Philadelphia 


Apply  for  Agency  to 

GEO.  A.  RATHBUN,  General  Manager 
Rooms  1,  2  and  3,  Fifth  Floor 
Mills  Building,  San  Francisco 


"Fewest  Failures  for  Eighteen  Years" 
is  the  headline  of  "Bradstreets"  record 
for  the  first  half  of  this  year.  That  jour- 
nal says:  The  number  of  failures  reported 
for  the  first  six  months  of  the  calendar 
year  1900  is  the  smallest  noted  for  eighteen 
years  past.  Compared  with  a  year  ago, 
the  falling  off  in  number  is  3.3  per  cent., 
while  compared  with  1898  the  decrease  is 
25  per  cent.,  and  even    larger    decreases 


are  noted,  when  compai'isons  are  made 
with  the  first  half  of  the  years  1897  and 
1896.  This  year,  in  fact,  for  the  first  time 
in  eighteen  years,  the  six  months'  failures 
have  fallen  below  5,000  in  number. 

There  was  a  young  man  called  John  Hughes, 
Who  with  matches  himself  did  amughes, 

But,  striking  a  light, 

His  clothes  did  ignight, 
And  his  dear  little  life  he  did  lughes. 


i^^iSiS^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEFARTMENT  ^^S^^S^ 

ESTABLISHED     1809. 

North  British  &  Mercantile 

1IN5URANCE    COMPANY 

OF    LONDON     AND     EDINBURGH. 

COMBINED    ASSETS $70,^2^,675   00 

Authorized   Capital $15,000,000  OO 

Net  Fire  Assets 19,169,812  OO 

Invested  in  America  for  benefit  of  United 

States  Policyholders 4-, 380,505  OO 

Yearly    Income    {Fireonlij)    over 7,500,000  OO 

Pacific  Departmentt    212    Pine   Street,  :  :  :  San   Francisco 

TOM    C.    GRANT, 

General  Agent. 


Voss,  Conrad  &  Co., 

GENERAL   AGENTS, 

NEW  YORK,  CHICAGO.  SAN   FRANCISCO, 

43  Cedar  Street,  155  La  Salle  Street.  204-208  Sansome  Street, 


THURINGIA   . 

Insurance  Company 

of  Germany. 

FRANKFORT        „    .      ,   „    ,     h  .,  .  ,^, 

Marine,  Accident  and  Plate  Glass 

Insurance  Co. 

of  Germany. 

THURINGIA   AMERICAN  ,.     , 

Fire  Insurance  Co. 

of  New  York. 

FRANKFORT  AMERICAN  . 

Insurance  Co. 

of  New  York. 

Fire,  Marine,    Individual  Accident,  Plate  Glass,  Steam  Boiler,  Employer's 
Liability,  and  Klevator  Insurance. 

(22) 
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Established  1853.  THE  Capital,  $2,250,000.00 


osMrainice 

Assets,  ^11, ^Qt;,l87.8l.  O*  Erfurt,  Qermany. 

Cash  and  Capital  Reserve,  $1,8^2,2^0,^7. 

Deposited  in  the  United  States  for  the  benefit  of  American 
Policyholders,  $250,000  in  U.  S.  Bonds. 

— §§•; — 

F.  G.  VOSS,  United  States  Manager,  New  York. 

VOSS,    CONRAD    &    CO.,    Managers 

PACIFIC   DEPARTMENT 

204=208  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


THE 

v 


F'RANKF^ORT 


(Vlarine,  Accident,  and   Plate  Glass   Insurance  Company 

Of  Fkaxkfokt  on  the  Main,  Germany. 
Established  1865. 

CAPITAU       ■        -       SL250,000.00 

ASSETS. 

Bonds,  Mortgages,  and  Real  Estate $1,138,034  43 

Cash  on  hand  and  in  banks, 195,218  19 

Premiums  in  course  of  collection, 320,068  87 

Guaranteed  Capital, 937.500  00 

LIABILITIES.  $2,590,821  49 

Reserve  for  Outstanding  Claims  and  Reinsurance, $507,741  49 

Capital  Paid  Up, 312,500  00 

All  other  Liabilities 418.SS8  43 

Cash  and  Capital  Surplus, 1.351.691   57 

$2,590,821  49 

UNITED  STATES  BRANCH. 

Gross  Assets, $736,175.70 

Surplus,  including  deposits  iu  Massachusetts  for  protection  of  American 

Policyholders,     " :i4o,iOb.84 

The  "Whole  Resources  of  the  Company  are  Pledged  on  every  Policy  Contract. 

VOSS,  CONRAD  &  Co.,  Hanagers, 

204=208   Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 

(23) 
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PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT 


(S^rntcinAmmmn 


German  Alliance  Ins.  Ass'n 


Boston  Ins.  Co. 


ASSETS  REPRESENTED,    OVER    TWELVE   MILLIONS. 


GEORGE    H.   TYSON,    General    Agent, 

■iSS   California  Street,  San  Francisco. 
Marine  Department,  :  :  :  R.  J-  TYSON,  Manager. 


There  is  heavy  travel  to  Alaska. 

Statistics  show  that  lightning  kills 
people  five  times  as  often  in  country 
places  as  it  does  in  the  cities. ^Ex.  Per- 
haps there  are  five  times  as  many  country 
places. 

A  "patent"  medicine  man  up  north 
begins  his  "i-eading  ad"  thus:  "It  has 
often  been  asserted  that  the  big  fires  of 
Chicago,  Spokane  and  Seattle  were  the 
making  of  those  cities,  and  perhaps  they 
were.  Another  fii-e  that  was  a  blessing- 
occurred  on  Twenty-third  avenue  yester- 
day. A  well  known  citizen  who  had 
bought   all   the  usual  alleged   'remedies" 


for  catarrh  without  receiving  any  benefit, 
fired  them  all  out  into  the  alley,  and 
bought  a  package  of" etc. 

A  REMARKABLE  indication  of  business 
activity  is  afforded  by  the  issues  of  stamped 
paper  by  the  postoffice  department  dur- 
ing the  quarter  which  ended  on  June  30 
and  which  closed  the  fiscal  year  1900. 
The  improvement  over  1899  is  close  to 
$1,000,000,  as  that  year  showed  an  improve- 
ment over  1898  of  $2,500,000.  The  issues 
of  stamped  paper  include  postage  stamps, 
stamped  envelopes,  postal  cards  and  all 
forms  of  postage  except  that  paid  upon 
periodicals  by  the  publishers. 
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FIRE 


MfVRINE, 


Commercial  Union 

Assurance  Company,  Ltd. 

Of  LONDON,  England 


Pacific  Coast  Branch,   Alliance  Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San   Francisco. 


Subscribed  Capital, 

Paid-up  Capital, 

Total  Cash  Assets,  Gold, 


$12,500,000 

1,250,000 

25,559,506 


Total  Liabilities,  incl.  re-insur,  $18,359,883 
Cash  Surplus  to  Policyholders,  -  7,499,622 
Total  Amount  of  Claims  Paid,       101,617,850 


Assets  in  the  United  States  held  by  Trustees f        -     $3,805,382.00 

All  Losses  on  the   Pacific    Coast  Promptly  Paia  through  the  Branch  Office  at 
Alliance  Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

C.  F.  MULLINS,  Manager. 

E.  T.  NIBBLING,  Assistant  Manager. 


Alliance 


Assurance 
Company 


OF     LONDON,     ENGLAND 

• Established  1824. 


Pacific  Coast  Branch,  Alliance  Building:,  416-418  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


Statement  of  1st  January,  1900.  United  States  Investments. 

Rea  I  Estate  in  San  Francisco   and 

Subscribed  Capital $25,000,000.00         Portland $173,171.00 

U.  S.  Bonds  in  Oregon  and  N.  Y.     285,000.00 

Cash  Capital  Paid  up 2,750,000.00     N.  Y.  City  Bonds 322,500.00 

-.  ,7-,  r,7  rn     Deposited  in  Banks 44,928.00 

•    •  ^'^/^a-^/'^"     Miscellaneous  Assets 38,313.00 


Invested  and  Cash  Assets  .    . 
urplus  to  Policyholders 5,504,074.20 


Total $863,912.00 


AH  Losses  on  the   Pacific   Coast  Promptly  Paid  through  the  Branch  Office  at 
Alliance  Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

C.  F.  MULLINS,  Manager. 

E.  T.  NIEBLINQ,  Assistant  Manager. 

cao) 
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STATEMENT   SHOWING    THE   STANDING    OF    THE  •       ' 

MANCHESTER 

Assurance   Company,  Of  Manchester. 

(Organized   1824) 

Capital $10,000,000  00   I   Cash  Assets $4,837,345  00 

Capital,  paid  up 1,000,000  00    I   Surplus  to  Policyholders  ....    2,464,080  00 


STATEMENT  SHOWING    THE  STANDING    OF    THE 

CALEDONIAN 

Insurance  Company,  Of  Edinburgh. 

The  Oldest  Scottish  Fire  Office. 

(  Organized    1805  ) 

Capital $5,000,000  00   I  Assets,  over $10,000,000  00 

Capital,  paid  up 537,500  00   I   Surplus  to  Policyholders  ....       1,879,510  00 


STATEMENT   SHOWING    THE    STANDING    OF    THE 

T 


AMERICAN 

Insurance  Company,  Of  Newark,  N.  J. 


Capital,  Paid  up $600,000  00  [  Cash  Assets $3,009,951  52 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $2,416,872  46 


STATEMENT    SHOWING    THE    STANDING    OF    THE 

AMERICAN  FIRE 

Insurance  Company,   Of  New  York. 

Capital $400,000  00   I  Cash  Assets $1,245,758  f  1 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $768,728  39 


Pacific  Department,  323  California  St.,  San  Francisco, 

THOS.  J.  CONROY,   Manager 

GEO.   W.   BROOKS,   Ass't   Manager. 
BALFOUR,  GUTHRIE  &  CO..  PACIFIC  COAST  DIRECTORS. 


SPECIAL.     AGENTS: 
R.  DeLAPPE,  S.  F.;        i  ,    GEO.  A.  CRUX,  Portland;  J.  0.  PARRISH,  Denver. 


COAST  RET/Eir  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMEXT 
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AACHEN  &  MUNICH 


Fire  Insurance  Company 


Of  Aix  La  Chapelle,  Germany 


Estal>lisliecl  lS2r> 


CAPITAL $2,250,000.00 

TOTAL   ASSETS 7,223,243.00 

SURPLUS  TO   POLICYHOLDERS 3,865,895.00 

Pacific  Coast  Department 

423  California  Street^  -         -         San  Francisco 

CESAR  BERTHEAU,  Manager 


HANOVER  ^  ^  ^ 


pire  Insurance  Company 


OK    KEW    YORK 


ORaANIZED   isr>2- 


«• 


CASH  CAPITAL, 

AssetSf 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,  over 


$1,000,000.00 

$3,076,292.00 
I J  00,000.00 


•X- 


CESAR  BERTHEAU,  Manager 


423  California  Street,  San  Francisco 


§^^^^^  COAST  REl'lEW  ADl-RRTirjyCr  DErARTMEXT  ^S^S^^^^ 

The  Security  Trust  and   Life 

INSURANCE     CO. 

Principal  office,  St.  James   BId'g,   New  York. 

ROB'T  E.  PATTISON,   President. 


CONDENSED  STATEMENT  DEC.  81st,   1899. 

ASSETS $    1,255,269.03 

LIABILITIES 678,776.50 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS 576,492.53 

INSURANCE  IN  FORCE 12,628,318.00 

DECREASE  IN  LOSS  RATIO 12  ter  cent 

DECREASE  IN  EXPENSE  RATIO 8  per  cent 

ROB^T  O.  STEWART,  MgV  of  Agencies. 


INSURANCE 

COMPANY 


HOMB   MUTUAL 

OF    CALIFORNIA  (Stock  Company  incorporated  1864) 

Financial    Standing  of  the  Company  January  1,  19O0  : 

ASSETS $965,559  34 

LIABILITIES 349,630  99 

Surplus  Funds  for  Policyholders S615.928  35 

CAPITAL,  (fully  paidin  gold  coin) ^300,000  00 

Net  surplus  over  Capital  and  all  Liabilities $315,928  35 

HOME  OFFICE:     Company's  Building:,   318  California  Street,  SAN  FRANCISCO 

WM.  J.  DUTTON.  Prks.,  F.  W.  LOUGEE,  Vice-Pres.,  STEPHEN  D.  IVES,  Secy., 

FRANKLIN  BANGS,  Ass't  Secy.  GEO.  STEEL,  Marine  Secy. 

The  Fidelity  and  Casualty  Company 

OF     KEW     YORIv 

ASSETS,  Decemhrr  31,  ISO'J ,$3,001, l^G  4» 

Surplus  to   Volicijholdeis 1,006,'^83  HI 

Tnciii'ori/^^*      FIDELITY.— Bonds  of  suretyship  for  persons  in  positions  of  trust. 
IllSUrdllvC*      CASUALTY.— Accident,    Plate    Glass,    Steam    Boiler,    Employers'    and    Elevator 

Liability,   and  Burglary. 

officers; 

George  F.  Seward,  President;  Robert  J.  Hillas,  Treas.  and  Sec'y;  Henry  Crossley,  Asst.  Sec'y 


PACIFIC  COAST  DEPARTMENT 

.  t.  rARDEL,  Manager  and  Attorney      sarx  Franoisoo,  California 

Washington's  fir  forests  continue   to  and  6.000  feet  of  cedar,  making  a  total  of 

supply  the  ships  of  the  world    with   mast  235,690  feet  on  one  acre, 
timbers.     The  industry  is  very  profitable. 

For  instance:    one  single  acre   of   Wash-  California  fruit  is  now  admitted  in- 

ington  timber  measured  by    the  division  to  Germany  without  the  vexatious  inspec- 

of  forestry  contained  218,690  feet    of    fir,  tion  to  which  dried  and  evaporated   fruit 

board    measure,    11,000  feet   of    hemlock,  has  heretofore  been  subjected. 


^  ^=3 '^^  ^  ^=3 'S 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


Compositors  make  curious  blunders, 
and  sometimes  proof-readers  pass  them. 
"Many  years  ago,  when  my  sermons  first 
attracted  the  attention  of  city  editors," 
said  Dr.  Talmage,  "you  reporters  used  to 
make  me  fume  and  fret,  but  since  I  have 
come  to  know  you  better  I  have  trans- 
ferred my  wrath  to  your  adversary,  the 
compositor.  My  eyes  were  opened  when, 
after  annoying  blunders  in  print,  I  deter- 
mined to  report  my  own  sermons  for  a  cer- 
tain New  York  morningpaper.  It  chanced 
that  the  first  time  I  reported  myself  I 
was  preaching  a  sei  mon  on  the  Penitential 
Psalms,  in  which  sermon  I  said  with 
emphasis:  'You  will  notice  that  in  these 
verses  the  name  of  God  does  not  appear 
once.  Is  not  this  significant?'  Calm 
and  confident  that  this  time  the  sense  of 
my  sermon  would  not  be  distorted  by 
careless  reporting,  I  picked  up  the  paper 
on  Monday  morning  and  read:  'You  will 
notice  that  in  these  verses  the  name  of 
God  does  not  appear  once.  Is  not  this 
magnificent?' " 

Lionized. — A  famous  Russian  general 
was  vain  of  a  leonine  countenance.  One 
day  he  said:  "Ivan,  is  it  true  I  look  like  a 
lion?"  "Yes,  Excellency.  Very  like  a 
lion."     "But,  you  rascal,  you  never  saw 


a  lion."  "No,  Excellency;  but  I  have 
seen  a  picture  o.f  a. lion  in  the  Bible." 
The  general  was  pleased,  but  curious,  and 
said:  "In  the  Bible,  Ivan  I  Where?" 
"Yes,  Excellency:  the  lion  in  the  Bible, 
the  lion  of  Balaam,  who  was  wiser  than 
the  prophet  and  saw  the  angel  with  the 
sword  standing  in  the  way.  " 

Work  on  the  new  fiour-mill  at  Everett, 
Wash.,  has  begun.  Capacitj%  1,000  bar- 
rels a  day. 

We  think  it  was  .John  B.  Gough  who 
said  that  "man  has  three  hands — a  right 
hand,  a  left  hand  and  a  little  behind 
hand."  If  you  ar-e  without  life  insurance 
you  may  be  a  good  deal  more  than  a  little 
behind  hand. — Ins.  Press. 

The  four-masted  barkentine,  Charles 
F.  Crockei'.  855  tons  register,  has  been  on 
the  ways  on  the  new  marine  railway  built 
at  Vancouver,  B.  C.  Marine  railways 
seem  to  be  quite  popular  and  profitable  as 
well  up  on  the  Canadian  side  of  Puget 
Sound.  The  owners  of  the  above  ways 
also  have  in  successful opei-ation  a  railway 
at  Esquimalt  250  feet  long  by  50  feet  in 
width,  and  another  at  Victoria,  only  seven 
miles  away,  150  feet  long  and  40  feet  in 
width. 
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IN  LINE  WITH  THE  TIMES .... 

No  opportunity  is  overlooked  for  the  improvement  of 
UNION  MUTUAL  POLICIES.     They  are  kept 

ThoroMghlly  Modem  5ini  PrSvMeges 

Oenifllinielly  Protective  In  Results 

EXTENDED  INSURANCE  WITHOUT  DEDUCTIONS. 

INCONTESTABILITY  WITHOUT   RESTRICTIONS. 

BOTH  POLICYHOLDERS  AND  AGENTS  FAIRLY  TREATED  ALWAYS. 


Union  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co. 


Incorporated  1848 
PORTLAND,  MAINE 


Good  Territory  Ready  for 
Good  Agents 


FRED  E.  RICHARDS,  President 
ARTHUR  L.  BATES,  Vice  President 


Exclusive  Territory  may  be  /    U/m     H     I  FA\/ITT     CtPnpr^il   flnpnt    < -^J''  CaVifornia  Street 
had  upon  application  to  \     "111.   Vj.   LLflVI  I   I  y   VJullOl  fll    nytillb    ,  San  Francisco,  f'al. 


COAST  KEl'IEir  Ani'EKTISING  DEPARTMENT 


New  England  Mutual  «^ 


LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


Post  Office  Square 

BOSTON,    MASS. 

BENJ.  F.  STEVENS President.     S.  F.  TRUL.L Secretary. 

ALFRED  D.  FOSTER Vice-President.    WM.  B.  TURNER Asst.  Secretary. 

D.  1".  Ai'PEL,  Superintendent  of  Agencies. 

ASSETS,  Jamcary  1,  1900 ' $29,544,428.63 

LIABILITIES 26,838,656.06 

SURPLUS $2,705,77L97 


The  Contract  Is  short,  clear  and  concise,  free  from  all  technical  conditions,  and  without  restrictions 
regarding  residence,  travel,  occupation,  or  suicide,  after  two  years. 

Guaranteed  Values  are  endorsed  on  the  Policy,  and  their  payment  to  the  Insured  is  guaranteed  by 
the  laws  of  Massachusetts. 

Annual  Distribution  of  Surplus  is  declared  by  the  Company,  which  may,  at  the  option  of  the  Insured, 
be  applied  either  to  the  payment  of  the  annual  premiums,  thereby  reducing  the  cost  ot  insuiance,  or  to  the 
purchase  of  participating  paid-up  additions,  for  which  certificates  will  be  issued,  thereby  intreasivg  the 
amount  of  insurance  and  future  shares  of  surplus. 

Death  Claims  are  Paid  Immediately  upon  receipt  of  satisfactoi'y  Proof  of  Death,  and  the  amount 
payable  under  the  Policy  will  be  increased  by  the  face  value  of  all  outstanding  additions. 

Pamphlets,  and  rates  for  any  age,  sent  on  application  to  the  Company's  Office,  or  to 

HENRY  K.  FIELD,  General  Agent, 


MILLS  BUILDING, 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 


ro-  .-7^      FIRE!  MARINE  1 

NEW  ZEALAND 

InsMramice   Comipany 

OF  Auckland,  N.  Z. 

UNLIMITED  LIABILITY  OF  SHAREHOLDERS. 

Subscribed  Capital,  $5,000,000  00 

Paid-up  Capital, 1,000.000  00 

Assets, 2,507,002  00 

Assets  in  United  States, 300,000  00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,      ....     $i, 527*^25  00 

S^°  Has  been  underwriting  on  the  Pacific  Coast  over  24 years. 

United  States  Branch  Office  in  Company's  Building, 

312  California  Street,       :      San  Francisco, 

W.  P.  THOMAS,  Manager. 

(27) 


COAST  KEr/Eir  APrEKffSfXG  DEPARTMENT 


A    LEADING    AMERICAN    COMPANY 


1900 


JAS.  NICtlOL!^,  President 

B.  B.  STILLMAN.  V.-P.  and  Sec. 


NATIONAb^ 


Fire  Insurance  Company 

Of  HARTFORD 


Capital,      -       -       One  million  Dollars 

ASSETS,     -      -     $4,551,283.55 


GomDarative  ProQress   ,3,, -—      ---      ^"^^ 

TwGntu  Years ^*** 1,000,000      1,770,303        546,524 

1894 1,000,000  3,597,531 


2,430.925 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT: 

40if  California  Street,  San  Francisco 


GEO.  D.  DORNIN, 

Manager 


GEO.  W.  DORNIN, 


Ass't  Manager 


SPRINGFIELD^ 


FIRE  and 
MARINE 


Insurance  Company 


Organized   1849 


Of  Springfield,  Mass. 


ASSETS, 


4,906,939.06 


PaciBc  Department,   409  California  Street 


Geo.  D.  Dornin,  Geo.  W.  Dornin, 

Manager  Ass't  Manager 


'-^'-^^^^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  '^^&S^^^ 


LA/NCASHIRE  ^ 


:v=^-V=^" 


Insurance  Company 

— OF  MANCHESTER,  England 


CRPITRL,  -  S15,000,000.00 

Assets  Invested  in  the  United  States:  $2,390,390.00 


MANN  &  WILSON 

Managers  Pacific  Department 

N.  E.  Cor.  California  and  Sansome  Sts.,  San  Francisco 


PHENIX 


NSURANCE  COMPANY 

of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


CASH  CAPITAL,  $1,000,000 

Assets,  $5,822,876.17 

Losses  Paid,  over  $60,000,000.00 


H.  McD.  SPENCER    State  A^ent    for  California,  obegon,  Washington  and  British  Columbia 
Office  415  MONTGOMERY  STREET,  San  Francisco 

GEORGE  J.  WELLINGTON,  Manager  for  Metropolitan  District 


The  cut  worm  has  made  its  appearance  On  July'31,  1900,  the  amount  of  United 

in     Washing-ton,     Oregon     and     British  States    registered    bonds    on    deposit    to 

Columbia  in  considerable  foi'ce  and  all  re-  secure  circulating  notes  was  $294,948,930, 

ports  indicate  that  its  ravages  are  on  the  and  to  secure  public  deposits   $89,802,080. 
increase.     In  insurance  circles  hereabouts, 

the  advent  of  the  cut  worm  is  not  causing  Hereafter  smokers  of  cigai-ettes  will 

much  alarm;  this  is  owing  principally,  no  not  be  employed  in    the   packing-houses 

doubt,   to  the  continued   dryness   of   the  and  stock  yards  of  Swift  &  Co.,  Chicago, 

season.  where  10,000  men  are  employed. 


i^  i^  iS  i^  ^=^  iS 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


ATLAS 


Assurance  Company 


London,  England. 

Assets,  over    -    $10,000,000.00 


PACIFIC     COAST     BRANCH  : 

Nos.   309-311    Sansome    Street  San   Krancisco. 


\     FRANK  J.  DEVLIN,  Manager 


BOARD     OF     DIRECTORS: 

GILBERT    PALACHE, 

HENRY    F.   ALLEN,  {  t     h     dai   a^hc     a..'*   Mo«o„.^^ 

GEORGE  A.   NEWHALL.  f  ^-  "'  PALACHE,  Ass  t  Manager 

j-iEMDV  F.  ALLEN,  Agent, -202  California  Street,  S.  F. 

WM   MANNING,  E.  R.  THOMPSON,         W.  W.  ILVERSON,  W.  W.  CLEVELAND,         C.  E    SCHLINGHEYDE 


Adulteration. — Sherry  of  the  brown 
kind  and  of  low  price  is  mingled  with  Cape 
and  cheap  brandy,  and  is  flavoi-ed  with 
"brandy-cowe,  "  sugar-candy,  and  bitter 
almonds.  If  the  color  be  too  high  it  is 
lowered  by  means  of  blood,  and  softness 
is  impai'ted  to  it  by  gum-benzoin.  Pale 
sherries  are  produced  by  means  of  plaster 
of  Paris  or  gypsum,  by  a  process  called 
"plastering,  "  and  the  effect  of  it  is  to  re- 
move the  natural  acids  (tartaric  and 
malic),  as  well  as  the  color  of  the  wine. 
In  this  way  a  pale,  dry,  bitter,  and  sub- 
acid wine  is  produced,  charged  with  the 
sulphates  of  lime  and  potash.  Large 
quantities  of  what  ai-e  called  clarets  are 
manufactured  in  this  country  from  inferior 


French  wine  and  rough  cider,  the  color 
being  imparted  to  it  by  turnsol  or  coch- 
ineal. Madeii'a  is  produced  from  Vidonia 
with  a  little  Mountain  and  Cape,  to  which 
are  added  bitter  almonds  and  sugar.  Even 
Vidonia  and  Cape  are  adulterated  with 
cider  and  rum — cai'bonate  of  soda  being 
used  to  correct  the  acidity.  Common 
Sicilian  wine  is  transformed  into  Tokay, 
Malaga,  and  Lachryma  Christi.  Cham- 
pagne is  produced  from  rhubarb  stalks, 
gooseberries,  and  sugar,  the  product  being 
largely  consumed  at  balls,  races,  mas- 
querades, and  public  dinners.  Of  late, 
too,  since  the  investigations  of  Petiot, 
Thenard,  Gall,  Hussman,  and  others,  the 
manufacture  of  wine  from  sugar  and  the 
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Norwich  Union 


''K.j^ 


Org:anized 


FIRE   INSURANCE   SOCIETY 


OB    :XOR\VICII,    JSJVGtAiVrD 

ASSETS $6,562,578.00 

LOSSES   PAID :  .  .  .    58,000,000.00 


Paoifio    Department 


W.    H.    LOWDEN  Manager, 


314  CALIFORNIA  STREET 


J.  L.  FULLER,  Assistant  Manager 

San  Francisco,  Cal. 


refuse  husk  or  mark  of  the  g-rape  has  been 
largely  practised,  insomuch  that  a  great 
part  of  the  wine  of  France  and  Germany 
has  ceased  to  be  the  juice  of  the  grape  at 
all.  In  point  of  fact,  the  processes  of 
blending,  softening,  fortifying,  sweetening, 
plastering,  &c.,  &c.,  arecari-ied  on  to  such 
an  extent  that  it  is  hardly  possible  to 
obtain  a  sample  of  genuine  wine,  even  at 
first  hand;  and  books  are  written  on  the 
subject,  in  which  the  plainest  directions 
ai*e  given  for  the  fabrication  of  every  kind 
of  wine,  there  being  druggists  called 
"brewers'  druggists,"  who  supply  the 
agents  of  advilteration.  These  are  as  fol- 
lows:— Elderberry,  logwood,  brazil-wood, 
red  saunders-wood,  cudbear,  i-ed  beet- 
root, &c.,  for  color;  litharge,  lime  or  car- 
bonate of  lime,  carbonate  of  soda,  and 
carbonate  of  potash,  to  correct  acidity; 
catechu,  logwood,  sloe-leaves,  and  oak- 
bark,  for  ^stringency;  sulphate  of  lime, 
gypsum,  or  Spanish  earth,  and  alum  for 
removing  color;  cane  sugar  for  giving 
sweetness  and  body;  glucose  or  starch 
sugar  for  artificial  wine;  alcohol  for  for- 


tifying; and  ether,  especially  acetic  ether, 
for  giving  bouquet  and  flavor.  The  tests 
for  these  agents  are  not  readily  applied, 
except  by  the  professional  chemist;  but 
thej'  are  promptly  recognised  by  the  stom- 
ach and  the  brain,  for  good  wine,  though 
it  may  intoxicate,  rarely  leaves  a  dis- 
agreeable impression.  —  Encyclopaedia 
Britannica. 

A  TRACT  of  land  comprising  14,000 
acres  located  on  the  boundary  line  of  Los 
Angeles  and  Ventura  counties,  Cal.,  has 
just  changed  hands  for  a  price  approx- 
imating $1,500,000. 

At  the  close  of  business  July  3],  1900, 
the  total  circulation  of  national  bank  notes 
was  $320,015,356,  an  increase  for  the  year 
of  $78,473,978,  and  an  increase  for  the 
month  of  $10,455,637. 

Last  year  the  imports  of  Great  Britain 
reached  the  enormous  amount  of  $2,360,- 
619,989,  while  her  exports  were  only 
$1,289,971,039,  which  left  an  adverse  bal- 
ance of  $1,070,648,950  to  be  accounted  for. 


iS^^iS^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^&^g;Sj 

fiOMB 

Insurance  Company  of  New  York 

PRINCIPAL   OFFICE 

n9   BROADWAY,  N.  Y. 

Ninety -third  Semi-Annual  Statement 
January,   1900. 

Cash  Capital ^3,000,000  00 

Reserve  Premium  Fund 4,381,073  00 

Reserve  for  Unpaid  Losses  and  Other  Claims 795,386  ^4 

Net  Surplus 4,631,9^6  41 

$12,808,39?  95 

Surplus  as  regards  Policyholders $7,631,936  41 

DANIEL  A.  HEALD,  President. 

JOHN  H.  WASHBURN,  Kr,-^^  p^^,:^^„.,     THOMAS  B.  GREENE      (^ 
ELBRIDGE  G.  SNOW,     j  v ice-i-resiaents.    aREUNAH  M.  BURTIS,  f  Secretaries. 

HENRY  J.  FERRIS,    )    .  Secretaries  \  WILLIAM  H.  CHENEY, 

E.  H.  A.  CORREA,       f  ^^''^-  secretaries,  ^  freDERIC  C.  BUSWELL. 

H.  L,.  ROFF,  General  Agent,         .         .         .        California  and  Nevada, 
A.  G.  RIDI.ING  and  J.  J.  SHEAHAN,  Special  Agents, 
2IO  Sansome  Street,        -        San  Francisco. 

J.  D.  COLEMAN,  General  Agent,     .     Department  Pacific  Northwest. 

JNO.  H.  BURGARD,  Special  Agent, 

250  Stark  Street,         .  .  Portland,  Oregon. 

A.  F.  GARTNER,  Special  Agent  (Lewiston  Block),  BuTTE,  Montana 

G.  C.  HOLLOWAY,  Special  Agent,       .       .       Los  Angeles,  California. 

JUNIUS  YOUNG,  Special  Agent,  .       .         Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

HUGH  CRAIG,  Metropolitan  Manager,  |  210  Sansome  Street, 

GEO.  M.  MITCHELL,  City  Agent.         j  San  Francisco. 

Losses  Paid  since    Organization  over  $72,000,000 

FIRE,   LIGHTNING  AND  TORNADO  INSURANCE. 
Agencies  in  all  Principal  Cities  aiid  Towns  in  the  United  States, 


THE  HOME  has  a  well  org-anized,  competent  and  experienced  force  of  General 
and  Special  Agents  resident  in  the  Pacific  Coast  States,  unsuring  prompt  response  to 
the  needs  and  requirements  of  its  Agrents  and  tlie  insuring  public,  and  immediate 
attention  to  the  adjustment  and  payment  of  losses. 


iS:^iSiS^:^         COAST  KEi'/Eiv  AnrEK7;::!xc  department        S^S^S:?^^^ 


UNION  *^^^"i"*y  ^"5 Of «,.  i„.«.. 


jimrety  Comnipainiy 


1^    Cash  Capital,  $250,000,     Losses  paid,  oVer  $2,500,000   ^ 

f\QQ\6e\)t,  j\e^\t\),  aT)d  piate  (ilass 

Insurance. 

most  Eiberal  flcctaent  Policies, 

Bealtb  Policies  Covering  i<^  Diseases. 

Jt^"  Lowest  Rates  on   PLATE  GLASS  Insurance. 

We  Want  GOOD  AGENTS  Throuijhout  the  Pacific  Coast. 

W.  LOftlZft  &  CO.,  General  AoentS,  216  Sansome  St.,  San  Francisco. 


ESTABLISHED    IN    1845. 


PRUSSIAN  NATIONAL 

INSURANCE  COMPANY  (of  Germany) 

CAPITAL,  $2,250,000.00  ^  ASSETS,        .        .        $3,480,433.00 

United  States  Branch  Slfi  Dearborn  St.,  Chicago. 
THEO.  W.  LETTON,  Gen'l  Manager  HENRY  J.  HOUGE.  Ass't  Manager 

W,  LOAIZA  dc  CO.^     State  Agents,     216  Sansome  St. 

JOHN  A.   PRINSEN,   Special  Agent. 


NIAGAF^A  FIRE  INSURANCE  CO. 

OF  NEW  YORK. 


HAROLD  HERRICK,   President  GEO.   C.  HOWE,   Vice-President, 

GEO.    W.   DEWEY,  Secretary  H.  F.  G.  WEY,  Ass't  Secretary 

WESTERN    DEPARTMENT,    315    DEARBORN    ST.,    CHICAGO. 

I.  S.  BLACKWELBER,  Manager  W.  L.  STEELE,  Ass't  Manager 

WALTER  H.  RAYMOND,  General  kg\.  for  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho,  Portland,  Or. 

WALTER  J.  WILSON,  Gen'l  Agent  for  California,  Arizona,  Nevada,  Hawaiian  Islands. 

216    Sansome    Street,  .  .  San   Franeisco. 


W.  LOAIZA  &  CO.,   State  Agents,  2I6  Sansome  street,  S.  F. 


i3^^iS^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISi:7G  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^S? 

THE  MERCHANTS' 

(  FIRE  )  INSUKANCE    COMPANY,   OF    Newauk,  N.  J. 

Organized  ICCS. 

Capital .  ....      .  .$  400,000  00 

Assets [,^98,41^  00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders '. 6y4,ggo  00 

GIRARD 

(  FIRE  )  FIRE    AND    MAKINE    INSURANCE    CO.   of   Phila. 

Organized  1853. 

Capital $    ^00,000  00 

Assets 2,ogj,8^g  oo 

Surplus  to  Policyholders pp2,i^^  oo 

UNITED  STATES 

^  f^"^^  )  FIRE  INSURANCE  CO.   of  New  York. 

Organized  1824. 

Capital ^'  250, 000  00 

Assets 6g6,6g6  oo 

Surplus  to  Policyholders 410,080  00 

Marine  Insurance  Co.  Ld 

OF    LONDON,  Eng. 
(  MARINE  ) 

Organized  1836. 

Capital  ( ^^,000,000.00  )  Paid-::p $      goo,ooo  oo 

Assets 6,p4,863  or 

Surplus  to  Policyholders 3,113,361  62 

l^J^CIl^lC    J)Hr'A.RT]MI£NT: 

M.   E.  Cor.  California  and  Sansome  Streets,    San   Francisco. 

G.  W.  McNEAR,  WILLARD  O.  WAYMAN, 

GENERAL  AGENT.  '  MANAGER. 

0?EIiRITORY    OOVERED  : 

Califoknia,    Okecjon,  Wasuimoton,    Alaska,    Buiti.sii   Columiua,    Idaho,    Utau,    M(.)NTANA 

AmzoNA,    Hawaiian   Islands, 


COAST  KEl'IEir  ADl-EKTISIXC  DEPAKTMENT 


EDWARD    A.  TEMPLE,   President 


A.  C.  STILSON,  Secretary 


BeLrLRor&  L/ifo  J^&&ociettion. 

DES    MOINEIS,    IOWA. 

Organized  July  1,  1S79 

TWENTY-FIRST   ANNUAL    STATEMENT 


For  the  year  1S99.     Puhlighed  Jan. 


191)0. 


Total  Assets $      3,831,141.31 

In  State  Insurance  Department .  .  .         2,695,667.42 

Insurance  In  Force      129,366,000.00 

Insurance  in  Force  In  California  .   .        4.342,000.00 
Tota  Paid  Beneficiaries  to  date  .  .  .        4,539,582.07 


Expense  of  Management  per  $1,000  Ins.,  1899  .   1.81 

Death  Rate  of  1899 6.62 

Death  Losses  Proven  and  Unpaid None 

Bonds  and  Mortgages  Due  and  Unpaid None 

Designated  Depository  Banks 4,007 


G.  F.  WINK,  State  Agent, 


14  McAllister  street. 


SAN  FRANCISCO. 


The  Only  Companies  having  a  California  Deposit  for  the  Special 
Protection  of  California  Policyholders 


FIRE 

MARINE 


WESTERN  f 

Assurance  Company 


OF  TORONTO, 
ncorporatetl  1853 


BRITISH  AMERICA 

Assurance    Company 


OF  TORONTO, 
Incorp.  1833 


Hon.  Geo.  A.  Cox,  Pres.     [    $100,000.00  Deposit 
J.  J.  Kenney,  Vice-Pres.  witli  Califoinia  State 

I  Treasurer 

ASSETS  in  United  States $  1,854,554.94 

INCOME  in  United  States,  1899  .   .   .        1,702,388.97 
Surplus  in  United  States,  Jan.  1, 1900  .  663,087.97 

Losses  paid  in  U.S.  1874  to  1899  inclusive  18,683,418.51 


Hon.  Geo.  A.  Cox,  Pres. 
J.  J  Kenney,  Vice-Pres. 


$100,000.00  Deposit 

with  California  State 
Treasurer 


ASSETS  in  United  States $1,215,253.29 


INCOME  in  United  States,  1899  .   . 
Surplus  in  United  States  Jan.  1,  1^ 


1,148,276.62 
484,872.89 


WESTERIS    UEF'A.RTMENT,  Denver,  Colo. 

H.  T.  LAMEY,  Manager. 

DAVIS  6l  WATSON,  General  Agents,  322  Pine  St.,  San  Francisco. 

R.  H.  MAGILL,   District  Manager,  1010   Broadway,   Oakland,  Cal. 


As  compared  with  1899,  the  increase  in 
exports  of  agricultural  products,  is  nearly 
$100,000,000. 

The  amount  of  gross  gold  in  the  treas- 
ury July  31,  1900,  reached  $431,170,764, 
which  is  the  largest  amount  in  the  treas- 
ury in  the  history  of  the  government. 

During  the  ten  months  ending  June  30, 
1899,  the  exports  of  raw  cotton  to  foreign 
lands  from  Puget  Sound  ports,  amounted 
to  54,110  bales,  with  a  total  of  29,209,910 


pounds.  The  vakie  was  $1,678,946.  Dur- 
ing the  ten  months  ending  with  June, 
1900,  the  shipments  aggregated  105,367 
bales,  or  58,818,585  pounds,  valued  at 
$4,516,707..  Thus,  the  increase  in  quantity 
during  the  year  was  a  trifle  under  100  per 
cent.,  but  the  increase  in  value  was  con- 
siderably over  100  per  cent. 

High  royalties  are  killing  Dawson  min- 
ing industries.  There  have  been  many 
failures,  and  there  is  much  distress  caused 
by  unpaid  claims  for  the  winter's  work. 


•,^  r^  r^  '.a  '.^  '-^ 


CO  A  ST  REriEW  ADl'ER  T/S/.VG  DEPAR  TMENT 


^^&^&& 

^•^•^:=^-^'^-^' 


SECURITY!    J^     LIBERAL  TERMS!     jt     PROFITABLE  RESULTS! 


GEO.  A.  MOORE,  President 
GEO.  W.  SCOTT,  P'ice-PresiJent 
M.  R.  HIGGINS,  2d  Vice-President 
S.  M.  MARKS,  Secretary 
T.  L.  MILLER,  Assistant  Secretary 


The  Only 

Pacific     Coast    Life    and    Ac- 
cident Company 


(T^'^- 


ORGANIZED     1868 


:r^^ 


So  LI  D 

Secu  r  e 

PROGRES'plVE 

THE  Pacific  M 
1-   ofCauforsja 


TEE  PACIFIC  MUTUAL  LIFE 


INSURANCE  COMPANY 
LIFE  aiod  ACCIDENT  and 


Progress  11  t;very  branch  characterizes  the  Company's   affairs  for  1899.      It   was 

O  the  banner  year  in  all  respects.      As  compared  with  previous  years   it 


indeed 
shows 
more  insurance  written;  more  lives  insured;  a  greater  amount  added  to  the  volume  ol'  insurance  in  forced 
increase  in  surplus;  greater  gains  in  incfime,  and  in  assets — and  all  without  undue  pressure  in  any  direc- 
tion. This  growth  was  concurrent  with  the  broadening  of  its  field  of  operations  and  the  introduction  of 
new  and  improved  plans  of  Life  and  Accident  insurance.  The  Company's  past  record,  its  present  facili- 
ties, the  aim  of  its  management  for  an  active  yet  conservative  course,  and  the  popularity  of  the  Company 
give  iiromise  of  a  future  productive  of  best  results  for  policyholders. 


Best  and  Safest  Legal  Organization 
^     ^     for  Policyholders.     J*     J^ 


Has  Paid  Over 
$10,000,000.00  Claims. 


LIFE  POLICIES.'  ENDOWMENT  BONDS! 

ACCIDENT  POLICIES! 


HEALTH  POLICIES! 
ANNUITIES! 


KIIiGARFF  &  BEAVER,  General  Agents  of  Life  Department  for  California,  Company's  Building,  S.  F. 
F.  W.  VOOGT,  Pac.  Coast  tJeueral  Agent  of  Accident  Department,  Company's  Building,  San  Francisco. 

ALBERT  .1.  CAPRON,  General  Agent,  Marciuam  Building,  Portland,  Or. 

FRANK  N.  McCANDLESS,  General  Agent,  Ellensburg,  Wash. 


^^'^^^'^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTIZIWG  DEFARTMENT  ^^S^^^^ 

[Jnion  Assurance  Society 

OF  LOXDON 

Established  A.  D.  1T14 

Subscribed  Capital  .    .  $2,250,000.00  Gross  Assets $16,822,675.00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $4,000,000.00 

Law  [  Jnion  &  C^wn  Insurance  Co_- 


OF  LONDOX 

Established  A.  D.  1S54 


Subscribed  Capital  .    .  $7,500,000.00  Gross  Assets $21,751,010.00 

Surplus  to   Policyholders  .    .  $2,800,003.00 

CATTON,  BELL  &  CO.,  General  Agents, 

i06-H0    California    Street,  San  Francisco 


INSURANCE  IN  FORCE— $75, cx)o, coo. oo  ASSETS— $23,700,000.00 


The 


©fe 


^GERMANIA 


9@ 


LDFE  Imsuraoce  Company 


Of  New  York 


Persons  desiring  INSURANCE  ON  THEIR  LIVES  wUl  best  serve  their  own  interests  bu  calling  in 
person  on  the  managers  of  the  above  Reliable  Old  Company,  or  by  addressing  them 

by  letter,  giving  age. 
p^~  Good  Contract  and  Territory  for  Resident  Agents. 


Rooms  19,  20,  21,  22,  24 

4th  floor,  Mills  Bldg.,  San  Francisco 


W.  A.  JACOBS  &.  SON, 


MANAGERS. 


The  growth  of  the  foreign  commerce  of      sacks  were  shipped  from    Hong  Kong   to 


the  United  States  is  a  continuing  surprise. 
For  the  fiscal  year  just  closed  it  reaches 
the  stupendous  figure  of  $2,244,193,543,  of 
which  the  exports  are  $1,394,497,124,  and 
the  imports  $849,714,329.  The  balance  of 
trade  in  our  favor  is  $544,764,885.  This 
balance  exceeds  the  immense  record  of  a 
year  ago  by  $15,000,000.  The  total  for- 
eign commerce  is  the  gi-eatest  in  our  his- 
tory, surpassing  the  splendid  record  of 
1899  by  $320,000,000. 

All  told  there  is  5,000,000  sacks  of  good 
American,  fiour  held  up  in  China  at  the 
present  time.     Along   in   June    2,500,000 


Chinese  merchants  at  interior  points. 
Every  sack  has  been  held  up  by  the  war- 
ring forces,  and  now  the  question  arises 
who  is  to  stand  the  loss,  the  shipper  or 
consignee.  The  Chinese  absolutely  refuse 
to  consider  it,  claiming  shipments  should 
not  have  gone  forward. 

That  the  shipyards  of  the  country  are 
in  a  generally  prosperous  condition  is  in- 
dicated by  the  fact  that  during  the  last 
six  months  of  1899  and  the  first  four 
months  of  1900  there  was  only  one  failure 
among  firms  operating  plants  of  any 
magnitude. 


COAST  REl'IEW  AD]-ER VISING  DEPAR TMENT 


L 


ASSURANCE 


CORPORATION  Established  1720 

Invested  in  the  United  States,  $1,716,701.00 


NORTHERN  ASSURANCE 


COMPANY  Established  1836 

Invested  in  the  United  States,    =    $2,565,145.00 


IPacifio    Cotist    I3eparLiTiGi:it : 


GEORGE   F.    GRANT,   Manager 


221   SANSOME  STREET,  San  Francisco 


OF 
CALIFORNIA. 


PACIFIC  SURETY  COMPANY 

Paid-up  Capital,         :         $250,000  00         Surplus  as  to  Policyholders,     $295,000  00 

W^^  Guarantee  and  Casualty  Surety  on  Bonds. 

Sonds  of  I^iiri/yghip  iitfiiud  on  behalf  of  persons  holding  positions  of  trust.        We  also   act    as   surety  071 

Bonds  required  in  Court  Proceedings. 

m'  STEAM  BOILER  and  PLATE  GLASS  INSURANCE. 

DIKECTOUS:— Geo.  C.  Piiikins,       James  JtofBt,       H.  S.  Crocker,        J.  L.  Moody,        Albert  Miller,        AVm.  Cllft, 

H.  L.  Davis,         J.  L.  K.  Shepard. 
WALLACE  EVERSOR,  President  JOHN  BERMINGHAM,  Vice-Pres.  A.  P.  REDDITfG,  Secretary 

Head  Office  320  Montgomery  St.,  SAN  FRANCISCO.  |^"  Correspondence  solicited  with  responsible  agents. 


AMERICAN 

Insurance  Company > 


MERCANTILE 

Fire  and  ]}Aarine  Ins.  Co. 


OF  Boston,  Mass.  op  Boston,  Mass. 

Organized  1818.  Organized  1823. 

Capital $300,000.00  Capital $400,000.00 

Assets 636,743.53  Assets 649,398.82 

Surplus  to  Policyholders.  .     444,077.48  Surplus  to  Policyholders.  .     452,077.59 

BAGGS  &  STOVEL,  General  Agents 

,     411  California  Street,  San  Francisco 


The  expenditures  to  date  by  the  Brit- 
ish government  in  prosecuting  tlie  Boer 
war,  foot  up  nearly  $400,000,000. 

A  BANK  OFFICER  cannot  escape  crim- 
inal liability  for  receiving  deposits  when 
the  bank  is  insolvent  by  intentionally 
absenting  himself  from  the  bank  and  not 
participating  in  its  management,  or  pur- 
posely neglecting  to  use  moans  of  inform- 
ing himself  as  to  the  condition,  or  because 
of  his  ignorance  of  banking  methods. 


The  total  value  of  the  merchandise 
imported  into  the  Phillippine  Islands  for 
the  six  months  ending  December  31,  1899, 
was  $11,456,680,  of  which  $582,346  worth 
was  admitted  free,  of  duty.  The  total 
amount  of  import  duty  collected  was 
$2,071,706.  The  total  exportation  from 
the  archepelago  amounted  to  $8,645,626. 
The  expoi't  duty  collected  was  $237,856. 
Total  importation  of  both  gold  and  silver 
is  $1,251,357;  exportation,  $1,297,496. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


The  Washington  Life  Insurance  Company, 


OF    NEW    YORK. 

W.  A.  BREWER,  President,  E.  S.  FRENCH,  Vice-Pres. 


ASSETS, 

PAID  TO  POLICYHOLDERS, 


$15,500,000.00 
32,000,000.00 


85,  86,  87  and  88, 
Chronicle  Bldg., 
San  Francisco. 


\  j;3^  To  energetic  business  producers  a  No.   1 

AGENTS    I  Territory     Especially  Lir.EKAi,  terms.   Every 

iA/AM-rcrr>i  I  facility  afforded  for  obtaining  business.    IN 

WANT  tU  !  ,  SURE  BIG  MONEY.      Splekdid   opportunl- 

'/  ties  for  flrst-class  Insurance  men. 

Aildresit  a!  o)icc: 

HOWARD   PERRIN,  General  Manager 

State  of  California, 


C.  L.  FAY,  General  Affent,  WasHington  Bldg:.,  PORTLAND,  Or. 


IFE,    *    *    *    * 

Endowment, 
and  Accident 
Insurance 
HE  >ETNA  LIFE  Ins.  Co., 

Of  Hartford,  Conn.,  grants  Policies  con- 
taining- every  desirable  feature.  Refer- 
ence, its  numerous  patrons.  Address  the 
Company  for  Insurance  or  an  Agency. 


Largest   Company  in    the    World 

Writing  Life  and  Accident  Insurance 


H.  B.  Houghton,  Manager 

PACIFIC     COAST     AGENCY 

Safe  Deposit  Jiuilding,  San  Francisco,  Cal 


JOHN   H.   STEVENS,    Metropolitan   Agency 

Accident  Department. 


Insurance, 
A  Text  Book 


For  Sale  at  this  Office.    Price,  $3.50 

This  is  a  splendid  work  of  over  i.oon  pages' 
handsomely  printed  and  bound.  Every  intelligent 
Insurance  Man  can  read  it  with  profit.  Fire,  Life 
and  Casualty  Insurance  discussed  by  over  forty  of 
the  ablest  men  in  the  business. 

Compiled  by  WM.  A.  FRICKE 

For  Sale  at  The  Coast  Review  Office 


THE    COAST  REVIEW   BUREAU. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  so  many  letters 
asking  for  information  about  companies, 
associations  and  societies  and  their  con- 
tracts, that  we  have  concluded  to  make  a 
department  or  bureau,  to  which  inquiries 
will  be  referred.  Correspondents  seek- 
ing information  as  to  the  condition  and 
reputation  of  any  insurance  company  or 
association  are  requested  to  address  the 
Coast  Review  "Bureau,"  and  inclose 
postage  for  a  reply. 


SURETY  ON   BONDS. 

AMERICAN  SURETY  COMPANY  of  new  york. 

HENRY   D.    T^YMA-jS^,    l^resident. 

STATEMENT,   December  31,  1899. 

RESOURCES,  including  Capital,  $2,500,000.00  $5,207,985  21 

LIABILITIES,  including  Reserve,  $  6I4,619'41  :  862,610  49 

Bonds  issued  for  Employes,  Administrators,  Guardians,  and  in  Judicial  Proceedings 
SAN  FRAy CISCO  BO JJfZ> ;— SAMUEL  G.  MURPHY,  Resident  Vice-Pres.; 
I>evi  R.  Ellert,  Jaiues  B.  Stetson,  Adam  Grant,  Thos.  Brown,  Arthur 
Rodgers,  P.  N.  Lilienthal,  Henry  Li.  Dodge.  James  R.  Kelly,  Edward 
B.  Pond. 

office: 

219   SANSOME   STREET. 

SAN  FRANCISCO. 


JAMES   R.   GARNISS,  MANAGER, 
C    A.  Shurtleff,  Res.  Asst.  Secy. 
Geo.  L.  Seybolt,  Inspector 


l3^^^^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^S^^^^^ 

Pacific    Coast   Department 

FRANKLIN   FIRE  insurance  company  .    . 

of  Philadelphia. Incorporated    1827. 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $3,081,288.96 

WILLIAMSBURGH   CITY   FIRE   '"^"-^"dfmpany 

of  New  York. Incorporated  1853. 

Surplus  to   Policyholders .$1,927,982.89 

'  °' TnSd-     GLENS     FALLS      insurance   company 

of  New  York. Incorporated  1849. 

Surplus  to   Policyholders $3,261,061.06 

Undivided  profits  2,155,142.07 

EDWARD   E.  POTTER,   General   flanager 

322  Montgomery  St.,  San   Francisco 

INCOBPORATED  1852. 

Milwaukee  Mechanics' 

XK  SURA  NO  El    COMPANY 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin. 

CASH  ASSETS $2,568,997  00 

SURPLUS 1,682,719  00 

TOTAL  LOSSES  PAID  . 7,355,053  00 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT:  410  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

L.  L.   BROMWELL,  Manager. 

^ome  life  In^urancB  OTompanrr 

OF  NEW  YORK. 
GEO.  £.  IDE,       .       .       .      President. 

Assets 111,348,859  12   I  Net  Surplus %  1,203,27842 

Dividend  Endowment  Fund  .         626,713  00   [  Insurance  in  Force 49,258,697  00 

Liberal  contracts  and  good  territory  will  be  given  to  reputable  agents  who  can  show 
a  good  record. 

W.  H.  DUNPHY  &  SON,  Managers, 

Offices,  in  The  Emporium,  Market  St.,  San  Francisco,  Cal,. 
The  Capital,         .         $1,500,000.00 

Uoflted  States        [  Assets,  .     .   3,500,000.00 

Surplus,        .  1,750,000.00 


Fidelity  aind  Quarainity 


THE 

J.    D.   MAXWELL  CO., 

GENERAL    AGENTS, 
HOME  OFFICE  i 

South-West   Corner  Caluert  &  German  Streets  PAUL  M.   NIPPERT,  Manager 

BALTIMORE.  M.  D.  WM.   RIGBY.  attorney. 


•75  ^^•tf^^^-^-'^' 


COAST  REVIEW  ADfEKT/S/NG  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 


Capital  and  Accumulations, 


$2,482,426.00 


THAMES  I  MERSEY 

Marine    Insurance    Company,    Limited, 
Of  Liverpool,  London  and  Manchester. 


CAPITAL  SUBSCRIBED  ....    $10,000,000 

Capital  Paid  Up $1,000,000 

Reserve  Fund,  in  addition  to  capital  .   .     2,250,000 


WM.  GREER  HARRISON, 


Manager 
305  California  Street 


San  Francisco 


Sub-Agencies  at  all  the  principal  Pacific  Coast 
ports  and  at  Honolulu 


BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN 

Marine   Insurance    Company,  Limited. 
Of  Liverpool. 


Capital  Subscribed $6,700,000  Gold 

Capital  Paid  Up 1,340,000  Gold 

Reserve  Fund,  in  addition  to  Capital, 

$3,000,000 

BALFOUR,  GUTHRIE  S  CO. 

General  Agents 
316  California  Street,  San  Francisco, 


A.  H.  Small,  Manager. 


EMPLOYERS  LIABILITY 

(Limited)  Assurance  Corporation  °^^g°i°^r 

Head  Office  for  TJ.  S..  71  KILBT  STREET, 
Boston,  Massachusetts. 

APPLETON  &  DANA.  Managers  and  Attorneys 
for  the  U.S. 

ACCIDENT  POLICIES  of  all  kinds  at  Very  Low  Rates 
Employers'  Liability  Policies,  Indemnifying  Employers 
against  claims  for  Accidents  to  Employes.  Individual. 
Fidelity  Bonds  and  Accident  Policies.  Workmen's 
Benefit  Policies.  Vehicle  Insurance.  General  Liability 
Policies  on  Buildings.    Elevator  Insurance. 


CHAS.  J.  OKELL  &  CO.,  -   General  Agfents 

401  CALIFORNIA  STREET,  San  Francisco. 


The  Mutual  Benefit 

LIFE  INSURANCE  CO., 

NEWARK,    N.   J. 


AMZl  DODD,    ---------      President. 

ASSETS  f Market  Yalucs)  .Jan.  1,1900  .  .  .,§70,466,400  46 
LI.4B1LITIES,  N.  .7.  and  N.  Y.  Standard  .  .  64,840,707  24 
SURPLUS 5,625,693  22 

THE  NEW  POLICY  CONTRACTS 

OF  THE 

MUTDUALx    BKNElKn? 

CONTAIN 

Special    and  Peculiar  Advantages 

Which  are  not  combined  In  the 
POLICIES  OF  ANY  OTHER  COMPANY. 


JAMES  MUNSELL,  Jr.,  Manager. 

503  California  St.,  cor.  Mongomtery,  S.  F. 


^^^^^'=^  COAST  REVlEn-  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^S^^ 

v!!5    y   L^  jf\.    Insurance  Co.,  Of  Gothenburg 

A^AIBHICy^N    PI  HE    ins.    Co.,       O/PhUaMpMa 
A^GHICUI^T^UF^AL^    ins.    Co.,    Watertown,  N.Y. 

^MB     DBL/A.\VA.HE,  Ins.  Co.,  o/ PhUaadpUa 

^*  t^^  ^^ 

EDWARD  BROWN  &  SONS, 

Oenerall  Agents  Pacific  Coast  Departimeinit 

f^*        t^^       <^^ 

Total  Assets  Represented,  Over  Fourteen  and  a  Half  Millions. 


\    K    J)    J        I    ^J4f   T  IV  T    INSURANCE 
\\^\//  I  ^^  ^  ^^    OFFICE 

"^^^^^^^    /. -^    ^     ^^  OF     LONDON 

w^l!W^m~Z^^t      ^^^  Years  of  Active  Business 

1^ — s^^          -^                           Oldest  Purely  FIRE  INSURANCE 
■i^^^Ws^wwfc^y^^^-^v.   v      j(jii  Office  in  the  World -^ 

M  lW\^\      *^  ^^^^  Assets,        :       $11,500,000 
/X  \|   \(  Net  Surplus,        :  6,400,000 

Pacific  Department  215  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


WiNFiELD  vS   Davis,        J.  B.  F.  DAVIS  dt  SOIS,    Gctl'l  AgCtltS, 

Burt  L.  Davis, 
Carl,  A.  Henry. 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT  Embraces:     California,  Nevada,  Utah,  Arizona,  Oregon, 
Washington,  Idaho,   Montana,   Hawaiian  Islands,  and  Alaska. 


^^i^^i§j§  <^C'^5r  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^S[©^§|^ 

THE  IMPERIAL  INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LrD 

OF    LONDON. 

Instituted   A.   D.    1803. 

CASH    ASSETS,  -  -  $9,362,920.00 

Forty-one  Years  in  Business  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 


THE  LION  FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY,  lfd 

OF     LONDON 
Established  A.  D.   1879 

CASH  ASSETS,  -  -  $1,108,095.00 


PACIFIC    BRANCHES:      205  and    207    Sansome   Street,  San   Francisco 

WM.  J.  LANDERS, 

Resident  Manager. 

The  Connecticut  Mutual 

Life  Insurance  Company. 
1846-1900 


In  the  fifty-four  years  of  its  work  almost  98  per  cent,  of  the 
premiums  paid  by  policyholders  have  been  paid  over  to  their  benefici- 
aries or  returned  to  them.  What  has  been  so  returned  and  what  is 
held  for  the  protection  of  present  policyholders  as  net  or  ledger  assets 
aggregates  $263,502,899.67:  127.57  per  cent,  of  the  total  premiums 
received. 

These  results  have  been  accomplished  at  an  average  expense 
rate  of  only  8.9  per  cent. 

It  is  an  unmatched  record;  and  The  Connecticut  Mutual 
is  as  thoroughly  prepared  for  the  good  work  of  the  future  as  it  has  at 
at  any  time  been  for  that  of  its  unequaled  past. 

Jacob  ly.  Grekne,  President.  Herbert  H.  White,  Sec'y. 

John  M.  Taylor,  Vice-Pres't.  Daniei.  H.  WelIvS,  Actuary. 


A..    li.    I*.   H.A.IC::VIOIV,  I>is1;riot  Svijj't 

Pacific  Coast  Agencies 


Mills  Building,  San  Francisco. 


FIREMANS  FUND 

INSURANCE  COMPANY 

I^IKE^  HOME  OFFICE:  JVXiVRlIVE^ 

GomDany's  Building,  Sansome  and  Galitornia  Streets 
SAN  FRANCISCO 

Capital,  $1,000,000  00 

Surplus,  2,312,720  64 

Assets,  3,884,381  08 

WILLIAM  J.  BUTTON, 

PRESIDENT. 

BERNARD  FAYMONVILLE,  J.  B.  LEVISON, 

VICE-PRESIDENT.  2D  V.-PRESIDENT  AND  MARINE  SEC'y. 

LOUIS  WEINMANN,  F.  W.  LOUGEE, 

SECRETARY.  TREASURER. 

vSTEPHEN  D.  IVES, 

GENERAL  AGENT. 


MARSHALL  &  McELHONE,  managers, 
153  and  155  Lia"  Salle  Street,  Chicago,  111. 


CHAS.  W.  KELLOGG,  manager, 

A.  K.  Simpson,  ass't  manager. 

Mason  Building,  Boston,  Mass. 

EDGAR  S.  WILSON,  Manager 
Macon,     :     Georgia. 


JOSEPH  HADLEY,  Manager 
72  Beaver  Street,         :         New  York. 


\^ 
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The  Great  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  the  World. 


Gross  Assets 
$56,356,332 


Assets  in  U. & 
$9,703,581 


W.  S.  WARKEN,  B^sident  Secretary. 
„^  GEO.  H.MOORE,   l.    ...       .    , 

^/q  JOHN  V.  THOMAS.!***  *  SecreUrlei. 


ESTABLISHED    1836 


ENTERED  U.  S.1848 


Tlie  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  United  States  Branch  on  the  31st  of  Decembery  1898,  in  accordance 
the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York,  is  as  follows: 

ASSETS $9,703,581.65 

LIABILITIES 4.,857,665.56 

SURPLUS $4,845,916.09 

As  an  illustration  of  the  Company's  practice  in  maintsining  its  Assets  in  the  United  States  in  years  of  exci 
loss,  the  following:  figures  may  interest  policyholders : 

Year.  Assets  Jan.  1.  Income.  Expenditure.  Kxcess  of  Expcni 

1871 $3,054,361  $3,163,901  $5,122,653  $1,958,752 

1872    3,640,450  3.733,101  4,448,999  751,898 

1873 4,163,290 

Thus  showing  JVxcess  of  Expenditure  in  the  two  years  of $2,710,650 

And  Jncrease  o/ -Is-vefs  in  the  same  time  of 1,110,939 

Progress  of   the   United    States    Branch:— Net  Fire  Premiums:    1848,  $4,51»;  1858    $471,988! 
1868.  $1,739,620;  1878,  $2,422,126;  1888,  $3,928,010;  1898,  $4,979,422. 

LOSSES.— The  amount  paid  iu  satisfaction  of  Fire  Losses  in  the  United  States  in  the  course  of  51  years  is  V  V4.824.918. 
This  large  sum,  in  conjunction  with  the  growth  of  the  Company's  business^  evinces  the  confidence  of  tht  public  and  tlu 
faithfulness  with  which  the  Company's  losses  are  adjusted  and  paid.  j 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT  ESTABLISHED  1852.  CHAS.    D.    HAVEN,    Resident!:  Secretary. 

Chief  Office,  4iiii  California  Street,  San  Francisco.  C.  MASON  KINNE,  Assistant  Secretary. 

SPECIAL    AGENTS  : 

ED.  G.  SPROWL,  R.  G.  BRUSH,  JOHN  W.  GUNN.  FRED.  L.  HAVEN,  THEO.  tiUMMEELiANJ. 


j^j^jSi^j^iS  COAST  REVIEW  ADP'ERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^S^SJ^^S? 


PHCENIX 

INSURANCE     COMPANY 


OF    HARTFORD 


Cash  Capital 
$2,000,000.00 


Assets  Jan'y  1, 1900 
$5,523,649.?0 


HEt^BEf^T    FOIiGEf^,    ]V[anager 


DIXWELL  HEWITT,   Asst.   Manager 


3^5    gaiaIFornia    sa:^RRB.^, 


San    Kranoisoo. 


(O 


lSiSi3l3^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^SJ^^& 

PHCENIX  ASSURANCE  COMPANY— PROVIDENCE-WASHINGTON  INSURANCE  CO. 


Phoenix 

Assurance 

Company 


Of  London 

Established  1782 


Providence- 
Washington 
Ins.  Co. 


Of  Rhode  Island 
Incorporated  1799 


BUTLER  &  HALDAN,    General  Agents  for  Pacific  Coast 

B.  C.  Dick,  Agency  Superintendent 
41^  California  SI reet  :  San  Francisco 

Helvetia  Swiss  fire  insurance  company 

OF    ST.    GALL 

CAPITAL,         ....        $  2,000,000.00 
Losses  Paid  since  organization,     11,635,487.00 

^WISS     iVi3,rinC     insurance  Companies  Combined 

CAPITAL,      .■      .      .      $4,000,000.00 


SYl  dt  CO.,    General   Agents 

301  California  Street,  :  :  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 


THE  PENNSYLVANIA 


FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY  of  Philadelphia. 


ASSETS, 

January  1st,  J  900: 

$5,175,306.00 


Incorporated  1825 


NET  SURPLUS, 

January  Jst,  1900: 

$2,181,845.00 


One  of  the  OLDEST  and  STRONGEST  Fire  Insimance  Offices  in  the  United  States. 
Office  Pacific  Coast  Department:      50S-10  CALIFORNIA   ST.,  San  Francisco. 

T.  EDWARD  POPE,  Manager. 
R.  W.  OSBORN,  Assistant  Manager.        HOMER  A.  CRAIG,  General  Adjuster. 

SPECIAL  AttENTS:— Chester  Deering,  J.  H.  Clinkscales,  Volney  Howard,  S.  P.  Mesick. 

Hamburg  -  Bremen 

FIRE    INSURANCE    COMPANY 

OF  HAflBURQ,  GERMANY  ORGANIZED  1854 


Capital  and  Accumulations      -      -  $3,412,150.06 

Assets  in  the  United  States,  Jan.  i,  1900  1,524,546.63 

Surplus  "              "            "              "         "  544,867.51 

Losses  Paid  in  the  United  States,  over  12,000,000.00 


RUDOLPH  HEROLD,  Jr., 

General  Agent  Pacific  Department 
HARRY  C.BOYD,  415  California  Street 

Assistant  General  Agent.  San  Francisco 


COAST  REl'IEll^  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


^°The  MAGDEBURG 
FIRE  INSURANCE 
COMPANY 
transacts 
NO  Marine, 
Life  or  Accident,  but 
Fl  RE  Insurance 

Business  ONLY. 


MAGDEBURG 

FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


OF    MAGDEBURG.    GERMANY 


Capital $     3,750,000.00 

Assets  January  I,  1900 7,867,864  13 

Prem.  Income  since  organiza'n  (55yrs)  178,146,008.57 
lyosses  paid  since  organization  (SSyts)  118,338,016.97 
Assets  United  States  Department    .   .  '        948,772.32 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT:      QUTTE  &  FRANK,  Managers, 

^  303  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


Magdeburg  F^ire  Ins.  Co., 

OF     NEW    YORK. 

Assets $287,048.83 

GUTTE   &   FRANK,   Managers, 

303  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


Willielma  of  Magdeburg 

General  Insurance  Company 

(  MARINE.  ) 
Assets,  January  i,  1899, $9,813,751.45 

1  Associated  Assurance  Companies,  Ld. 

Munich  Assurance  Co.,       Alliance  Assurance  Co. 

Of  Munich  (L'd)  Of  Berlin  (L'd) 

JOINTLY  and  SEVERALLY  LIABLE. 

Assets,  JANUARY  i,  1899, $10,454,215.21 


^'  These  Marine  Com- 
panies insure  Vessels, 
Freights,  Cargoes,  Treas- 
ure, Profits,  Registered 
Mail  and  Express  Matter, 
to  and  from  all  parts  of 
the  World,  and  make 
their  Policies  payable  at 
places  required  by  as- 
sured. 


GUTTE    Sl     frank,    Managers, 

303  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


iSi^iSiS^iS  COAST  REVIEIV  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 


ORGANIZED    A.   D.   1H17 


Fire  Association 


OF     PHILADELPHIA. 


STATEMENT  OF  ASSETS,   JANUARY   1st,    I'JOO. 


Gross  Assets 
Policyholders'  Surplus     - 


WESTERN    DEPARTMENT, 

CHICAGO,   ILL. 

OFFICE,  171-173  Jackson  St.,  Royal  Insurance  Bldg 


^6,280,028.00 
^15^0,636.00 

W.  H.  CUNNINGHAM,  Manager. 
HENRY  W.  BUSH,  Uss't  Managers. 

J.  M.  Beck,  ) 


.  state  Agent  for  California,  Arizona,  Nevada  and  Hawaiian  Islands. 

.,     ^         ,         ^  219  Sansome  Street.  SAN  FRANCISCO,  Cal. 

.  Manager  city  department. 


T.  C.  SHANKLAND 
JNO.  D.  RICHARDS 

E.J.LOUIS Special  Agent  for  California,  Arizona  and  Nevada. 

F.  J.  ALEX.  MAYER.  .   .  State  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Wa.shington,  PORTLAND,  Ore. 

DAN.  L.  WEAVER.  .  .   .  Special  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  SPOKANE. 

F.M.AVERY..   .   .   .   .     Special  Agent  for  Colorado,  Wyoming,  Montana,  Utah  and  Idaho,  DENVER, Colo. 


Financial  Standing,  January  I,   1900,  of  the 

Philadelphia  Underwriters 


COMPOSED    OF    THE 


Insurance  Co.  of  North  America 

FOUNDED,  A.  D.  1792 

CASH  CAPITAL $  8,000,000  00 

Total  Assets 9,295,0H7  00 

Total  Liabilities,  except  Capital     4.-598,256  00 


Fire  Association    of    Philadelphia 

FOUNDED,   A.   D.   1817 

CASH  CAPITAL $    500,000  00 

Total  Assets 6,280,028  00 

Total  Liabilities,  except  Capital  .    4,749,492  00 


Surplus  as  to  Policyholders  .    .   $4,696,781  00 
COMBINED     ASSETS, 
SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS, 


Surplus  as  to  Policyholders   .    .  $1,530,636  00 
$15,575,065  00 
$  6,227,417  00 


Western  and  Pacific  Coast  Department, 
Chicago,  Illinois. 


W.  H.  CUNNINGHAM,  Manager 

STBrcK^'^'^'lAss't  Managers 


T.  C.  SHANKLAND,  State  Agent  for 

California,   Arizona,    Nevada  and   the   Hawaiian  Islands. 
John  D.  Richards,  Manager  City  Department, 


219  SANSOME  STREET. 


SAN  FRANCISCO. 


F.  J.  ALEX.  MAYER,  State  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  Portland,  Ore. 
.  DAN.  L.  WEAVER,  Special  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  SPOKANE. 
,  F.  M.  AVERY,  Special  Agent  for  Montana,  Utah  and  Idaho,  Denver,  Colo. 

E.  J.  LOUIS,  Special  Agent  for  California,  Nevada  and  Arizona. 


COAST  REVIEIV  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


Insurance  Company 

NEVsT  YORK 

HENRY  B.  STOKES,  President 

♦  ♦ 

THE  NEW  POLICY  GUARANTEES 

EXTENDED  INSURANCE 
PAID=UP  VALUES 

AND 

LOANS  AT  5% 

^»— -^ 

AGENTS  WANTED  IN  UNOCCUPIED  TERRITORY 
JOHN  LANDERS,  Manager  S.  W.  Pacific  Dep't,  240  Montgomery  St.,  S.  F. 

HEALTH    AND    ACCIDENT    INSURANCE 

PHINEAS  C.  LOUNSBUBT,     L   l^^ /^"S ^  ^^^^^^^^  KIMBALL   U.   AT  WOOD, 

President.  ^ ^^//^ '^  "   '^'**^^-  Secretary. 

OF    NEW    VORK. 

ASSETS,  June  30,  1900 %      824,540  86 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS 898.(587  81 

CLAIMS  PAID,  OVER 3,000,000  00 

HEALTH  and  ACCIDENT  POLICIES. 
The  Best  Insurance  j    The  Easiest  Insurance 

FOR  BUSINESS  and  FOR  AGENTS 

PROFESSIONAL  MEN  TO  SELL 

J^"  Liberal   Commissions  and  Renewal   Contracts  to   Good  Men. 

Address — 

Pacific  Coast  Department,  THOS.    GODWIN, 

MILLS  BUILDING 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  Maoager. 

(6) 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


National  Life 

Insurance  Company 

MONTPELIER,       -        -       VERMONT. 

CHARLES  DEWEY,  President.  OSMAK  D.   CLARK,  Secretary. 


INSURANCE  IN  FORCE,  January  i.  1900    .    .   .  189,890,026  00 

ASSETS,  January  1,  1900 17,738,861  23 

LIABILITIES,  January  i,  1900 15,863,938  34 

SURPLUS,  Vermont  and  New  York  Standard  .    .  1,874,922  89 


THE  NATIONAL  has  done  a  continuous,  successful  business  for  fifty  years.  Its 
policies  of  LIFE,  TERM,  ENDOWMENT  and  ANNUITY  INSURANCE  grant  solid 
protection  on  mutual  plans. 

NO  RESTRICTION  on  residence  or  travel. 

INCONTESTABLE  after  two  years  from  date  of  issue. 

GUARANTEES  endorsed  cash,  loan,  paid-up  and  extended  insurance  values. 

AUTOMATICALLY  NON-FORFEITABLE  after  three  years. 

INSURANCE  ISSUED  IN  1899,  $17,738,861.23. 


G.  M.  STOLP,  General  Manager, 

82-84  New  Crocker  Building,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
A.  D.  WALKER,  General  Manager, 

Fidelity  Trust  Company  Building,  Tacoma,  Wash. 


GEORGE  D.  ALDER,  General  Manager, 

204  McCormack  Block,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

C.  M.  SMITH,  General  Manager, 

Hennessey  Building,  Butte,  Montana. 
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An  insurance  clerk  in  one  of  the  big  life 
offices  in  London  was  recently  seriously 
injured  by  having  the  thumb  of  his  right 
hand  jammed  in  the  hinge  of  a  railway 
car  door  whilst  in  the  act  of  alighting, 
caused  by  the  train  violently   jerking   a 


few  minutes  after  it  had  come  to  a  stand- 
still. In  consequence  of  the  accident  the 
clerk  has  practically  lost  the  use  of  his 
good  right  hand.  He  has  been  awarded 
$1,000  damages  against  the  railway  com- 
pany by  an  intelligent  judge. 


i^^^^^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


'  LONDON  &,^ 
•LANCASHIRE 


^7:m 


London  &  Lancashire 


Fire    Insurance    Company, 


Of  Liverpool,  Eng 


Subscribed  Capital, 
Cash  Assets,  .  . 

Assets  in  United  States, 


*  • 


*  * 


SIO, 637,500 

7,344,540 

2,861,662 


Norwalk  Fire  Insurance  Co*t 

Of  Noriualk,   Connecticut. 

Capital,    .     $200,000.00        Assets,    .     $566,802.00 


English  -American 
Underwriters^ 


Assets, 


$3,428,464 


The  State  Fire  Ins*  Co*^  L'd^ 

Of  Lizicrpool,  -England. 

Capital,  ....  .         . 

Assets  in  United  States, 


$5,000,000 
324,084 


The  Netherlands  Fire  Ins*  Co*, 


Of  The  Ilasue,  Holland. 
ESTABLISHED     1845. 


Capital, 

Assets  in  United  Stater, 
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The  Occupation  Clause  in  an  Accident  Pol- 
icy Construed. 

The  U.  S.  C.  C.  of  A.  for  the  9th  circuit, 
embracing  the  Pacific  Coast,  had  before  it  a 
case  (Employers'  Liability  Corp.,  Ld.,  vs. 
Bach)  touching  the  right  of  a  company  to  rely 
upon  its  scaling  down  clause  where  the  occupa-. 
tion  of  the  assured  is  more  hazardous  than 
that  mentioned  and  described  in  the  applica- 
tion and  scheduled  by  the  company  in  a  class 
for  which  a  higher  premium  is  charged  than 
that  stated  in  the  application  and  policJ^ 

One  Go  Boo,  a  Chinaman,  applied  for  a  pol- 
icy in  the  defendant  corporation  through  an 
agent  named  Arnold.  The  application,  filled 
up  by  Arnold  and  signed  by  Go  Boo,  stated 
"(4)  My  occupation  is  that  of  an  importer  and 
dealer  in  Chinese  merchandise  and  contractor 
for  Chinese  labor."  It  also  contained  the  fol- 
lowing: "(5)  The  class  of  risk  under  my 
occupation  is  agreed  to  be  ordinary.  (6)  I  un- 
derstand that  risks  are  differently  classified 
according  to  occupation;  and  I  agree  that  for 
any  injury  received  in  anj'  occupation  or  expos- 
ure classed  by  this  companj'  as  more  hazard- 
ous than  those  above  stated  I  shall  be  entitled 
to  i-eceive  only  such  amount  as  the  premium 
paid  by  me  would  purchase  at  the  rates  fixed 
for  such  increased  hazard." 

The  principal  sum  of  the  insurance  was 
$5,000,  the  weekly  indemnity  $35,  and  the  an- 
nual premium  $37.50. 

The  policy  contained  the  following  stipula- 
tion :  "If  the  insured  is  injured  in  any  occupa- 
tion or  exposure  classed  by  this  corporation  as 
more  hazardous  than   that  hereby   given    his 


insurance  and  weekly  indemnitj^  shall  be 
only  for  such  amounts  as  the  premium  paid  by 
him  will  purchase  at  the  rate  fixed  for  such 
increased  hazard." 

Plaintiff  alleged  that  assured,  while  en- 
gaged at  labor  at  the  canning  works  of  the 
Fidalgo  Island  Canning  Company,  met  with 
an  accidental  injury  from  which  he  died  the 
next  day.  Defendant  set  up  as  a  defense  to 
part  of  the  claim  the  nature  of  the  occupation 
of  assured  at  the  time  of  the  injury,  and  the 
above-stated  application  and  policy  provisions, 
averring  that  said  occupation  was  not  as 
stated  in  the  application  but  that  of  laborer 
and  foreman  of  laborers,  classified  by  the  corn- 
pan}'  as  special,  and  that  the  premium  rating 
for  that  class  was  $12.50  per  $1,000  of  principal 
sum,  so  that  the  death  benefit  which  the  pre- 
mium would  purchase  is  $3,000,  which  sum  it 
paid  into  court.  An  amended  answer  further 
averred  that  assured  was  engaged  in  the 
same  occupation  at  the  time  the  application 
was  written  as  when  injured,  that  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  occupation  was  incorrect,  and  that 
Arnold,  the  agent  who  prepared  it,  and  to 
whom  disclosures  as  to  the  occupation  of  the 
assured  were  made,  was  his  agent  and  not 
the  agent  of  the  company  for  the  purpose  of 
writing  the  application.  Issue  was  joined 
upon  these  averments  and  the  case  tried  by 
agi-eement  by  the  judge  without  a  jury.  The 
court  in  its  opinion  rendering  judgment  for 
the  claimant  in  the  full  sum  of  $5,000  found 
that  Arnold  was  the  agent  of  the  corporation, 
that  assured  made  full  disclosures  of  the  facts 
relating  to  his  occupation  to  him,    and   ruled 
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that  the  misstatement  was  the  act  of  the  cor- 
poration through  its  agent  and  not  that  of  as- 
sured, that  the  classification  was  made  by  the 
company  through  its  agent  with  knowledge  of 
the  facts,  and  that  it  was,  therefore,  bound 
by  said  classification  and  liable  for  the  full 
amount  of  the  principal  sum. 

On  appeal  the  judgment  is  reversed  and  a 
new  trial  awarded,  the  opinion  holding  that 
the  fact  that  Arnold  knew  that  the  insured 
was  actually  engaged  or  intended  to  engage 
in  the  employment  of  foreman  of  Chinese 
laborers  at  the  cannery,  whether  he  be  re- 
garded as  defendant's  agent  or  not,  isimmate- 
rial,  because,  while  the  policy  insured  Go  Boo 
in  the  sum  of  $5,000,  the  annual  premium  upon 
which  was  137.50,  in  the  class  of  merchant,  it 
was  clearly  contemplated,  both  by  the  policy 
and  the  application,  that  the  insured  might 
engage  in  an  occupation  or  occupations  more 
hazardous  than  that  of  merchant  or  contractor 
for  Chinese  labor,  for  the  applicant  stated 
that  he  understood  that  risks  are  differently 
classified  according  to  occupation  and  agi-eed 
that  for  any  injury  received  in  any  occupation 
or  exposure  classed  bj'  the  insurer  as  more 
hazardous  than  that  stated  in  the  application 
he  should  be  entitled  to  recover  only  such 
amount  as  his  pi'emium  would  purchase  at  the 
rates  fixed  for  such  more  hazardous  risk  ;  and 
the  policy  in  like  manner  provides  that  should 
assured  be  injured  in  any  occupation  or  expos- 
ure classed  by  the  company  as  more  hazardous 
than  that  specified  therein  his  insurance  and 
weekly  indemnity  should  be  only  for  such 
amounts  as  the  premium  paid  would  purchase 
at  the  rate  fixed  for  the  increased  hazard. 
Had  the  trial  court  found  as  facts  the  corpora- 
tion's averments  that  the  actual  occupation  of 
assured  was  classified  by  it  as  special  and 
that  the  premium  paid  would  purchase  only 
$3,000  in  this  class  the  appellate  court  would 
have  reduced  the  judgment  to  $3,000,  but  in 
the  absence  of  such  finding  it  sends  the  case 
back  for  retrial. 

The  construction  put  by  the  appellate  court 
upon  the  language  of  the  contract  betw-een 
the  assured  and  the  corporation,  which  is 
embodied  in  the  application  and  policy  com- 
bined, appears  to  us  clearly  sound,  but  the 
finding  of  the  trial  judge  that  the  company 
was  bound  by  the  classification  made  by  its 
agent,  and  that  such  classification  amounted 
to  a  waiver  of  the  contrary  provisions  of  the 
contract,  is  not  without  precedent  in  accident 
insurance  cases,  and  is  strongly  upheld  by 
numerous  decisions  in  analogous  cases  in  fire 
insurance;  and  it  is  by  no  means  certain  that 


the  reasoning  of  the  decision  of  the  appellate 
court  will  be  sustained  should  the  case  finally 
reach  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States. 

There  is,  however,  an  impregnable  ground 
which  does  not  appear  to  have  been  consid- 
ered by  either  court,  upon  which  the  corpora- 
tion ought  to  be  able  to  rest  its  contention, 
viz.  :  If  Arnold  was  the  agent  of  the  company 
his  agreement  with  assured  to  falsely  state 
the  occupation  of  the  latter  as  "importer  and 
dealer  in  Chinese  merchandise  and  contractor 
for  Chinese  labor,"  when  both  knew  the 
statement  to  be  untrue  and  that  he  was  then 
engaged  or  at  the  time  contemplated  engag- 
ing, in  the  more  hazardous  occupation,  was  a 
conspii-acy  to  deceive  the  corporation,  from 
responsibility  for  which  the  applicant  was  not 
to  be  relieved  because  the  co-conspirator  was 
the  company's  agent.  To  hold  otherwise 
would  place  the  insurer  at  the  mercy  of  every 
rogue  who  could  gain  its  confidence  sufficiently 
to  be  entrusted  with  its  application  blanks. 
Where  the  company  is  unfortunate  enough  to 
engage  a  rogue  in  its  sei'vice  to  the  prejudice 
of  an  honest  insurant  it  should  be  compelled 
to  suffer  any  loss  which  might  arise  from  his 
misconduct  within  the  scope  of  his  authority, 
but  it  should  not  be  made  the  victim  of  con- 
spiracies between  such  dishonest  agent  and 
equally  dishonest  assurants  to  obtain  through 
deception  benefits  otherwise  unobtainable. 

Curiously  enough  there  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  any  effort  made  by  the  counsel  for 
the  claimant  to  get  the  court  to  indulge  in  the 
construction  juggle  which  has  been  success- 
fully employed  to  mulct  companies  in  a  num- 
ber of  other  cases,  that  the  language  of  the 
application  applies  only  to  non-fatal  cases,  it 
not  being  expressly  made  to  apply  to  fatal  in- 
juries, and  the  phraseology  appearing  to  bind 
only  the  assured  and  not  the  claimant  of  the 
death  benefit.  Of  course  these  provisions 
were  meant  to  apply  to  all  cases  of  injury  giv- 
ing rise  to  claims,  whether  resulting  in  death 
or  not,  but  courts  have  sometimes  been  very 
astute  to  find  a  construction  against  the  in- 
surer, and  the  company  will  probably  not  feel 
comfortable  so  long  as  ihe  opportunity  for  the 
digging  of  such  a  judicial  pitfall  in  the  case 
remains. — Insurance  Register. 


Speaking  of  the  Coast  Review  reminds  us 
that  we  find  its  republications  of  articles  from 
the  first  volume  of  that  journal  exceedingly 
interesting.  It  was  then  as  always  ably  ed- 
ited, and  much  of  the  news  of  that  day  has 
also  great  interest  in  the  light  of  subsequent 
events. — Insurance  World. 
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Note  for  Premium.    Default  of  Payment. 

CALIFORNIA    FIRE  INSURANCE   DECISION. 

The  suit  was  bi'ought  on  a  policj'  of  insur- 
ance to  recover  for  loss  by  fire  of  part  of  the 
insured  property.  The  judgment  was  for  the 
plaintiffs.  The  appeal  is  from  the  judgment 
and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  ti-ial. 

The  policy  was  issued  June  7,  1897,  and  pur- 
ports to  be  "  in  consideration  of  twelve  dol- 
lars paid,  and  the  payment  of  installments 
when  due  as  follows :  Twelve  dollars  on  the 
first  day  of  June,  1898,  1899,  1900,  1901,"  etc. 
The  actual  consideration  consisted  of  two 
notes  made  by  plaintiffs  to  defendant  March 
27,  1897 — one  for  forty-eight  dollars,  payable 
in  installments  as  above  stated — the  other  for 
twelve  dollars  and  sixty-five  cents,  payable  on 
or  before  October  1,1897  ("being  first  pay- 
ment for  policy  of  insurance  based  upon  appli- 
cation made  this  day,"  etc.) 

In  the  mortgage  occurs  the  following  pro- 
vision, following  the  agreement  for  insurance. 

"But  it  is  expressly  agreed  that  this  com- 
pany shall  not  be  liable  for  any  lessor  damage 
that  may  occur  to  the  property  herein  men- 
tioned while  any  note  or  obligation  or  part 
thereof  given  for  the  premium  remains  past 
due  and  unpaid."  And  similar  provisions  are 
contained  in  each  of  the  notes. 

The  note  for  the  "first  payment"  was  over- 
due and  unpaid  at  the  time  of  the  fire,  which 
occured  October  11,  1897.  Payment  was  ten- 
dered October  15th,  but  declined  on  the 
ground  that  the  loss  had  already  occurred. 

The  agreement  in  the  policy  that  the  com- 
pany should  not  be  liable  for  any  lossoccuring 
during  default  in  payment  of  any  note  "given 
for  the  premium"  in  its  terms  applies  to  all 
notes  coming  under  thatdescription,  including 
the  note  given  for  "first  payment;"  nor  is 
such  an  agreement  objectionable  on  the  score 
of  public  policy  or  otherwise.  On  the  con- 
trary, agreements  of  this  character  in  policies 
of  insurance  are  quite  common,  and  have  been 
sustained  in  many  cases.'  Joyceon  Insurance, 
§§  1209,  1204-5;  Cont.  Ins.  Co.  vs.  Dorman, 
125  Ind.,  189;  Gorton  vs.  Dodge  Ins.  Co.,  39 
Wise,  121;  Joliffe  vs.  Madison  M.  I.  Co.,  id.. 
Ill;  Williams  vs.  Albany  City  Ins.  Co.,  19 
Mich.,  451;  Robinson  vs.  Continental  Ins.  Co. 
76  id.,  641;  Wall  vs.  Ins.  Co.,  36  N.  Y.,  157; 
Curtin  vs.  Phenix  Ins.  Co.,  78  Cal.  619. 

The  only  case  cited  to  the  contrary  Is  that 
of  Illinois  Cent.  Ins.  Co.  vs.  Wolf,  37111.,  355. 
But  the  decision  in  that  case  is  obviously 
based  upon  a  misapprehension  of  the  principle 


invoked  to  sustain  it ;  which — as  stated  by 
the  court — is  that  "in  a  deed  for  conveyance 
of  lands  the  recital  of  payment  of  the  consid- 
eration may  be  contradicted,  provided  it  is 
not  sought  by  such  evidence  to  impair  the 
effect  of  the  deed  as  a  conveyance."  The 
meaning  of  this — as  explained  in  Kimball  vs. 
Walker,  30  111.,  pp.  511-2,  cited  in  the  decision 
— is  that  the  effect  of  a  deed  or  conveyance 
operating  under  the  statute  of  uses  cannot  be 
destroj'ed  by  proving  there  was  no  considera- 
tion. But  this  principle  could  have  no  applica- 
tion to  the  case  under  consideration — where  it 
was  not  sought  to  impare  the  'effect  of  the 
policy  in  question,  but  to  establish  its  real 
terms. 

It  is,  however,  contended  by  respondents 
that  a  different  rule  is  established  by  the  pro- 
visions of  section  2598  of  the  Civil  Code,  which 
reads  as  follows : 

"An  acknowledgment  in  a  policy  of  the 
receipt  of  premium  is  conclusive  evidence  of 
its  payment,  so  far  as  to  make  the  policy  bind- 
ing, notwithstanding  any  stipulation  iheiein 
that  it  shall  not  be  binding  until  the  premium 
is  actually  paid." 

But  the  effect  of  this  provision  is  simply  I0 
apply  to  policies  of  insurance  the  rule  apply- 
ing to  deeds  above  referred  to,  and  thus  make 
the  acknowledgment  of  receipt  conclusive  so 
far  as  to  make  the  policy  binding.  Before  the 
enactment  of  the  code  the  point  was  disputed. 
In  some  cases  the  acknowledgment  of  receipt 
was  held  to  be  conclusive — as,  e.  g.  in  N.  Y. 
Central  Ins.  Co.  vs.  National  Pro.  Ins.  Co.,  20 
Barb.,  468,  and  in  Gort  vs.  Same,  25  id.,  189, 
cited  in  the  annotated  edition  of  the  code, 
and  in  Field's  Code;  in  others — as,  e.  g.,  in 
Sheldon  vs.  Atlantic  Ins.  Co.,  26  N.  Y.,  cited 
ib.,  and  in  this  state  in  the  case  of  Burgson 
vs.  Builder's  Insurance  Co.,  £8  Cal.  541,  cited 
in  Farnum  vs.  Phoenix  Ins.  Co.,  83  id.,  258 — 
the  contrary  was  held.  Hence  in  the  case 
last  cited,  in  construing  this  section,  all  that 
is  held  is  "that  a  tender  of  the  payment  of 
the  premium  in  full,  within  the  term  of  the 
credit  allowed,  is  a  sufiQcent  compliance  with 
the  conditions  of  payment  to  sustain  an  action 
on  the  policy;"  and  similarly  in  Griffith  vs. 
Life  Ins.' Co.,  101  Cal.,  636,  the  rule  is  said  to 
be  that,  where  credit  is  given  for  the  pre- 
mium, "the  company  insuring  is  liable  for  a 
loss  which  may  occur  during  the  period  of 
credit."  The  reason  for  the  rule,  and  for  its 
limitations  a,s  given,  is  thus  expressed  in  the 
former  case — citing  Van  Schoick  vs.  Niagara 
Ins.  Co.,  38  N.  Y.  440:  "The  fact  that  the 
insurer  delivered  to  the  insured  the  written 
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contract  as  the  consummated  agreement 
between  them,  and  did  not  then  exact  present 
paj-ment  of  the  premium  as  a  necessary  pre- 
cedent to  delivery,  was  too  plainly  in  contra- 
diction with  the  condition  for  prepayment  for 
it  to  be  supposed  that  it  was  meant  by  the 
insurer  or  supposed  by  either  party  to  make 
that  condition  a  potent  part  of  the  contract." 
To  hold  otherwise,  it  is  added,  "would  be  (to 
impute)  a  fraudulent  intent  to"  the  insurer. 
Hence  the  section  of  the  code  cited  must  be 
construed  as  applying  only  to  the  class  of  poli- 
cies described  in  it — that  is  to  saj',  to  cases 
where  there  is  "  a  stipulation  (in  the  policy) 
that  it  shall  not  be  binding  until  the  premium 
is  actually  paid" — and  as  providing  that  in 
such  cases  the  policy  cannot  be  annulled,  by 
showing  in  contradiction  to  its  recitals,  and  to 
the  acts  of  the  parties,  that  the  premium  was 
in  fact  not  paid.  Hence  the  section  does  not 
provide  generally  that  the  "acknowledgment 
in  a  policy  of  the  receipt  of  premium  is  con- 
clusive evidence  of  its  payment;"  but  merely 
that  it  is  thus  conclusive  "so  far  as  to  make 
the  policy  binding."  Beyond  this,  as  in  the 
case  of  deeds,  the  receipt  is  not  conclusive; 
nor  are  the  parties  precluded  from  showing 
that  the  consideration  was  other  than  as 
stated. 

But  here  the  "respondent  does  not  question 
the  validity  of  the  policy;  but  seeks  to  enforce 
its  provisions.  Nor  does  it  seek  to  vary  the 
written  instrument  by  evidence  aliunde,  but 
relies  upon  the  express  terms  of  the  policy 
and  of  the  note ;  which,  upon  familiar  princi- 
ples, are  to  be  taken  together  as  parts  of  one 
transaction.  C.  C,  §  1642.  Nor  is  it  even 
claimed  that  the  premium  was  not  paid;  but 
simply  that  it  was  paid  by  the  note  for  "first 
payment;"  which  was  accepted  as  payment  to 
the  extent  and  upon  the  terms  stipulated, 
and  subject  to  the  express  agreement  that 
the  liability  of  the  company  should  cease 
pending  default. 

We  therefore  advise  that  the  judgment  and 
order  denying  a  new  trial  be  reversed. 

For  reasons  given  in  the  foregoing  opinion 
the  judgment  and  order  denying  a  new  trial 
are  reversed. — Palmer  v.  Continental  Ins.  Co., 
Cal.  S.  C.  Sac.  No.  «19. 


recovery  'of    judgment   agains-t   the    insured 
during  the  life  of  the  policy. 


Where,  instead  of  claiming  forfeiture  of 
life  insurance  policies  for  failure  to  pay  pre- 
miums, the  company's  general  agent  request- 
ed payment,  it  was  evidence  sufficient  to  take 
the  case  of  waiver  to  jury. 

Provision  in  policy  of  insurance  construed, 
and  held,  that   policy  was  not   forfeited    by 


Authority  of  Life  Agents. 

MODIFICATION  OF  CONTKACT — CALIFOKNIA  DE- 
CISION—WESTEKFIELI)  V.  NEW  TOKK  LIFE 
INS.   CO. 

Plaintiffs  were  induced  to  surrender  two 
policies  of  insurance  on  the  life  of  their  testa- 
tor, and  to  accept  a  sum  of  money  in  settle- 
ment thereof,  through  the  representations  of 
defendant  that  one  ol  said  policies  had  become 
void  by  reason  of  the  failure  of  the  testator  to 
pay  the  fifth  annual  premium  thereon,  and 
that  the  other  never  had  been  in  force,  having 
been  delivered  to  the  deceased  for  examina- 
tion only,  and  that  he  never  accepted  it,  nor 
paid  any  premium  thereon.  In  an  action  for 
damages  for  the  difference  between  the  face 
of  the  second  policy  and  the  sum  received  from 
defendant,  plaintiffs  averred  in  their  com- 
plaint that  they  had  "repudiated  said  settle- 
ment upon  the  ground  that  it  was  procured  by 
fraud  on  the  part  of  defendant."  Held  that, 
since  said  averment  alleged  a  recission  of  the 
settlement,  an  action  for  damages  for  the 
fraud  and  deceit  practiced  by  defendant  in 
securing  it  could  not  be  maintained. 

Plaintiffs  having  tried  their  case  as  an 
action  on  the  policy,  claiming  the  compromise 
to  be  void,  and  given  credit  for  the  amount  i-e- 
ceived  as  so  much  paid  on  account,  when  they 
should  have  affirmed  the  settlement,  and  sued 
for  damages,  are  not  entitled  to  the  affirmance 
of  the  judgment  in  their  favor,  on  the  ground 
that  the  result  would  have  been  the  same  if 
the  action  had  been  for  damages,  where  objec- 
tions and  exceptions  were  taken  by  defendant 
at  every  step  in  the  progress  of  the  case,  and 
a  motion  for  nonsuit  was  made  on  that  ground, 
and  the  ruling  denying  same  was  assigned  as 
error. 

Plaintiff's'  testator,  being  dissatisfied  with 
a  policy  issued  to  him  by  defendant,  was 
induced  by  defendant's  general  manager  for 
the  state  to  take  out  a  new  policy,  on  consid- 
eration that  he  would  be  allowed  a  surrender 
value  on  the  first  policy,  on  which  he  had  paid 
four  annual  premiums,  which  would  about  pay 
the  first  premium  on  the  second  policy;  and, 
when  such  policy  was  handed  to  deceased,  he 
was  told  by  defendant's  soliciting  agent  that 
there  was  nothing  further  to  do  with  i-eference 
to  the  delivery  except  applying  the  surrender 
value  of  the  first  policy,  which  was  to  be  de- 
termined by  the  home  office.  When  he  re- 
ceived the  policy,  deceased  said,  "I  am  not  to 
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settle  for  this  until  I  submit  this  to  my  friend." 
Held,  that  the  evidence  did  not  show  a  deliv- 
ery of  the  policy. 

The  first  policy  issued  to  deceased  provid- 
ed that  no  aseut,  other  than  the  president, 
vice-president,  or  actuary  of  the  company,  had 
power  to  modify  its  provisions,  and  that  sur- 
plus would  be  apportioned  on  said  policy  "only 
at  the  expiration  of  each  period  of  five  years." 
Held,  that  defendant  was  not  bound  by  the 
promise  of  its  state  manager  to  allow  a  sur- 
render value  on  such  policy  at  the  end  of  four 
years,  and  apply  the  same  in  payment  of  the 
first  premium  on  a  new  policy  to  be  issued 
to  deceased. 

Since  the  deceased  had  notice  of  the 
agent's  want  of  authority  to  make  the  agree- 
ment to  apply  the  surrender  value  of  the  first 
policy  in  payment  of  the  first  premium  on  the 
second,  and  the  agent  did  not  claim  such 
authority,  and  the  defendant  was  not  paid  for 
carrjang  the  risk,  defendant  was  not  estopped 
to  deny  the  agent's  authority  to  make  such 
agreement. 

The  title  "general  manager"  for  specified 
territory  is  not  sufficient  to  show  such  agent's 
authority  to  modify  the  contract  contained  in 
a  policy  of  insurance,  which  expressly  provides 
that  such  authority  is  vested  only  in  the  pres- 
ident, vice-president  and  actuary. 

Modification  of  a  contract  of  insurance  not 
being  within  the  usual  powers  of  a  state 
agent,  the  company  was  not  bound  by  the 
agent's  agreement  to  apply  the  surrender 
value  of  his  first  policy  to  the  payment  of  the 
premium  on  his  second  policy,  contrary  to  the 
terms  of  the  policy,  because  of  its  failure  to 
give  notice  of  its  disapproval  of  the  agree- 
ment. 

On  rehearing.  Opinion  of  trial  court  re- 
versed, and  opinion  in  department  (58  Pac. 
92)  affirmed.  

Fraternal  Beneficiary  Societies. 
There  are  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  million 
of  people  in  this  state  carrying  insurance  in 
fraternal  beneficiary  societies,  the  only  ones 
as  they  consider  within  their  means.  These 
people  at  the  best  have  only  a  temporary  in- 
sui'ance.  The  great  question  for  future  solu- 
tion is  how  can  the  system  be  made  perma- 
nent. Is  the  present  legal  reserve  system 
with  all  its  attendant  expenses  the  only  one 
that  we  can  look  forward  to  with  any  assur- 
ance of  safety.  Must  high  cost  go  hand  in 
hand  with  safety  and  permanency?  I  trust 
that  some  way  may  be  found  by  our  legisla- 
tors to  so  guard  the  future   intei-ests  of  the 


masses  that  our  laws  may  become  their  strong 
protector  instead  of  a  cloak  under  whose  garb 
most  any  smooth  tongued  charlatan  is  allowed 
to  juggle  with  the  highest  interests  and  wel- 
fare of  the  people. 

The  great  working  class  of  our  people  have 
little  leisure  and  less  inclination  to  investi- 
gate the  system,  business  methods  or  finan- 
cial stability  of  a  society  or  the  honesty  of  its 
officials.  They  look  to  the  government  to  pro- 
tect them  and  it  fails  in  its  mission  if  it  does 
not  do  it. 

It  is  astounding  when  one  comes  to 
thoroughly  understand  by  rigid  investigation 
how  well  and  cheaply  some  of  our  fraternal 
societies  are  furnishing  their  members  with 
temporary  indemnity.  They  are  doing  a  mag- 
nificent work  that  I  hope  will  continue  and  be 
as  successful  as  they  deserve.  But  there  are 
others  that  are  run  for  the  benefit  of  the  ofii-' 
cers  with  incidental  protection  to  the  mem- 
bers. Mortality  funds  are  not  sacred  to  their 
desecrating  hands.  Faith  and  trust  are 
meaningless"  to  those  who  use  such  funds 
wrongfully. 

I  know  that  a  criticism  of  weakness  is 
looked  upon  by  many  as  an  attack  upon  their 
system,  but  until  our  laws  at  least  allow  the 
fraternal  societies  to  organize  upon  some  ba- 
sis that  is  comparatively  safe,  honesty  de- 
mands that  the  people  be  warned  of  the  tem- 
porary nature  of  the  fraternal  system  as 
conducted  at  present  in  most  societies.  Hu- 
manity forbids  that  I  should  attack  or  take 
away  from  them  the  protection  that  a  quarter 
of  a  million  of  our  people  now  have.  I  only 
plead  for  a  better  preservation  of  their  in- 
demnity against  the  day  of  need.— Insurance 
Commissioner  Stevens,  Michigan. 


The  Hull-Ottawa  Fire. 

In  the  Canadian  Magazine  for  July,  Mr. 
Franklin  Gadsby  gives  an  interesting  account 
of  the  great  fire  (says  the  American  Monthly 
Review  of  Reviews)  that  swept  over  large 
portions  of  the  cities  of  Hull  and  Ottawa  on 
April  26  last. 

The  fire  originated  in  the  upsetting  of  a 
lamp  in  the  humble  dwelling  of  Antoine  Kir- 
ouac,  in  Hull.  This  was  at  half-past  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  big  gale  blowing 
from  the-  northeast  made  quick  woi'k  of  the 
inflammable  houses  in  Hull,  and  by  twelve 
o'clock  the  flames  had  reached  the  river-bank 
and  leaped  across  to  the  Ottawa  side.  The 
fire  then  retraced  its  steps  in  Hull,  and  de- 
stroyed a  group  of  factories.     All   the  after- 
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noon  and  evening  it  continued  to  make  fear- 
ful headway  in  both  cities.  The  results  are 
best  summarized  in  Mr.  Gadsby's  own  words: 
"The  bare  facts  of  the  matter  are  that  the 
fire  blazed  a  crescent-shaped  path  five  miles 
long  and  a  mile  vi^ide,  destroying  in  its  jour- 
ney the  public  buildings  and  the  residential 
part  of  Hull,  the  industrial  area  of  the  Chau- 
diere,  and  the  suburbs  of  the  Ottawa  labor- 
ing classes  at  Mechanicsburg,  Rochesterville, 
and  Hintonburg.  Fully  15,000  .people  were 
rendered  homeless,  and  $15,000,000  worth  of 
property  was  annihilated.  The  relief  fund 
for  the  homeless,  most  of  whom  have  already 
left  the  public  shelters,  now  approximates 
$1,000,000.  Insurance  to  the  amount  of  $4,000,- 
000  has  been  paid." 

THE  CALAMITY  ON  ITS  PICTURESQUE  SIDE. 

Mr.  Gadsby  made  several  patrols  of  the 
two  cities  while  the  fire  was  in  progress,  and 
in  this  article  he  records  his  impressions: 

"The  most  vivid  picture  of  the  fire  that 
lingers  with  me  is  one  seen  at  half-past  seven 
in  the  evening  from  Parliament  Hill.  The 
shades  of  night  are  falling,  and  a  glorious  sun- 
set flames  behind  the  purple  Laurentians. 
But  Nature's  splendor  is  eclipsed  by  the  red 
hell  that  flares  and  flickers  in  the  valley  of 
the  Ottawa.  The  erstwhile  flourishing  city 
of  Hull  seems  to  be  utterly  doomed.  The 
fierce  gale  has  swept  the  fire  westward  to  the 
limits  of  the  town.  Now  the  fire  of  its  own 
force  and  volition  shoulders  back  against  the 
wind  and  eats  up  massive  buildings  like  so 
much  paper.  I  note  one  roof  after  another 
twinkle,  glow,  and  burst  out  in  garish  efful- 
gence. The  millions  of  feet  of  lumber  all 
along  the  river-banks  are  alight.  The  lurid, 
enfouldred  smoke  floats  in  dense  plumes  over 
Parliament  Hill  and  the  towers  of  the  national 
buildings.  Half  the  population  of  Ottawa  is 
lined  along  the  escarpment  of  the  cliff,  watch- 
ing the  spectacle.  It  is  not  often  you  have 
a  chance  to  see  a  city  burning  at  your  feet. 
Nero  is  notorious,  but  Nero  had  not  a  vantage- 
point  like  Parliament  Hill.  There  are  young 
girls  in  this  throng  who  have  watched  all 
afternoon,  and  will  watch  far  into  the  night: 
for  the  scene  is  terribly  compelling  in  its  fas- 
cination. Also  there  is  a  spice  of  danger.  At 
any  moment  the  fire  may  leap  across  the  Ot- 
tawa to  Lower  Town,  and  once  those  tinder- 
dry  dwellings  feel  the  caress  of  the  fire,  there 
will  be,  as  somebody  at  my  side  says,  hell  to 
pay. 

IN    OTTAWA. 

"So  much  for  Hull.  The  red  glow  in  the 
southwest  tells  us    that   the  cordon  of  fii"e  is 


closing  in  on  Ottawa.  The  firemen  have 
been  working  like  heroes.  Only  a  bite  and  a 
sup  since  11  o'clock  in  the  morning.  They 
have  fought  stubbornly,  yielding  inch  by  inch, 
never  retreating  until  the  flames  scorched 
their  heads  or  burned  their  hose-lines.  The 
police  are  doing  their  duty  manfully,  but  the 
fire-line  is  hard  to  maintain  against  dis- 
tracted men  and  women  who  see  their  little 
all  going  up  in  sparks  and  cracklings. 

"Darkness  hovers  over  the  whole  city,  for 
the  electric-light  works  have  been  destroyed. 
There  is  nothing  to  divert  the  attention  from 
the  menacing  grandeur  of  the  conflagration. 
The  river  flows  along  black  and  sullen,  save 
where  it  is  traversed  by  broad  red  shafts  of 
light  from  burning  deals  or  mill-flumes. 
Only  otie  building  stands  unsinged  on  Chau- 
diere  Island — the  iron-sheeted  structure  of 
the  Ottawa  carbide  works.  It  looms  up  like 
a  great  unwieldy  ghost.  Over  in  Hull  to-day, 
the  humble  but  devout  people,  as  they  saw 
the  fire  drawing  ever  nearer,  hung  sacred 
pictures  on  the  door-jambs  to  avert  the  wrath 
of  le  hon  Dieu,  or  else  they  fled  to  the  cathe- 
dral and  prayed  wildly  for  the  flames  to  abate. 
Alas  !  that  prayers  are  not  always  answered  ! 
An  hour  later  these  suppliants  were  fleeing 
barefooted  to  the  river.     Oh,  the  pity  of  it  !' 


Legal  Tender. 

Title  of  "general  manager"  for  specified  ter- 
ritory is  not  sufticient  to  show  authority  to 
modify  contract  contained  in  policy. 

In  order  to  sustain  alleged  waiver  of  for- 
feiture for  default  in  premiums,  held  unneces- 
sary to  show  that  insurer  had  notice  of  ill 
health  of  insured. 


Statistics  of  Violent  Deaths. 

Death  by  violence  forms  a  seriously  large 
item  in  the  total  mortality  returns  of  Great 
Britain  and  her  most  prosperous  colony, 
Australasia.  In  1897,  the  latest  date  of  the 
aggregate  statistics,  for  New  Zealand  the 
proportion  of  deaths  by  violence  to  every  ten 
thousand  persons  living  was  seven  and  a  half, 
the  total  number  being  545.  Of  434  males 
who  died  violent  deaths,  no  fewer  than  forty- 
four  were  suicides,  while  the  number  of 
females  suffering  violent  deaths  was  111, 
and  of  these  only  eleven  committed  suicide. 
The  official  returns  of  the  colony  show  that 
accidents  were  responsible  for  484  deaths,  of 
which  383  were  males.  Of  the  total  male 
deaths  155  resulted  from  some  kind  of  frac- 
ture   or   contusions,    and    142    were    due     to 
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drowning.  Of  the  female  deaths,  33  were 
due  to  the  latter  cause.  The  table  printed 
below  shows  the  death  rate  from  violence  in 
the  whole  of  the  Australasian  colonies,  and 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  given  in  these  cases 
on  every  hundred  thousand  persons  living, 
not,  as  in  the  case  of  the  New  Zealand  re- 
turns, on  every  ten  thousand  : 

DEATH   BY    VIOLENCE   TABLE. 

Proportion  of  Deaths 
by  Violence  |ier  lOO.OOO 
Colonies  or  Countries.  living 

Queensland 163. S 

Western  Australia 161.7 

New  South  Wales 111.7 

New  Zealand 95.7 

Victoria 94-6 

United  Kingdom 77-5 

Tasmania 74.5 

South  Australia 74-2 


Massachusetts    State    Fire    Marshal's    Report. 

The  percentage  of  incendiary  and  unknown 
fires  has  been  continually  lowered  since  the 
establishment  of  the  fire  marshal's  office, 
from  the  former  average  of  over  33  per  cent. 
to  133-2  per  cent,  for  the  present  year;  the 
average  during  the  six  years  in  which  the 
oflice  has  been  established  being  17}4  per 
cent.,  as  against  33).2  per  cent,  for  the  six 
years  prior  to  the  establishment  of  the  ofiice. 

The  proportion  of  loss  to  the  value  of  prop- 
erty damaged  has  this  year,  as  in  years  past, 
been  greater  in  fires  occurring  outside  the 
city  of  Boston  than  in  that  city,  and  the  pro- 
portion of  loss  to  valuation  of  incendiary  fires 
has  also  been  much  gi-eater  than  in  the  city. 

During  the  year  4,994  fires  occurred  in  cities 
and  towns  where  there  was  fire  pi'otection, 
as  against  4,206  in  1898,  and  331  occurred 
where  there  was  no  fire  protection,  as  against 
307  in  1898. 

STATISTICS  OF  FIRES   WITH  FIRE  PROTECTION. 

Valuation $68,076,582 

Insurance 59.221,405 

Loss 6,172,231 

Insurance  loss 5,215,965 

STATISTICS  OF  FIRES  WITHOUT  FIRE  PROTECTION. 

Valuation $979,795 

Insurance 633,950 

Loss 610,853 

Insurance  loss 380.785 

Having  noticed  in  the  insurance  journals 
during  the  year  that  there  was  considerable 
agitation  among  the  insurance  companies  re- 
garding the  farm  risk  hazard,  I  have  prepared 
the  following  special  set  of  figures  relating  to 
that  risk.  While  these  figures  apparently 
show  a  great  increase  over  those  of  former 


years,  it  is  due  to  the  fact  that  this  risk  has 
never  before  been  properly  classified,  and, 
therefore,  a  proper  comparison  cannot  be 
made. 

During  the  year  409  fires  have  occurred  in 
farm  buildings,  377  occurring  in  occupied 
buildings,  and  33  in  unoccupied  buildings. 
One  hundred  and  seventy-nine  were  total 
losses,  and  330  wei-e  partial  losses.  Thirty- 
six,  or  9)^  per  cent.,  of  the  tires  in  occupied 
buildings  were  incendiarj',  and  13,  or  over 
403/^  per  cent.,  in  unoccupied  buildings  were 
incendiary.  Sixty-two,  or  over  15  per  cent, 
of  the  fires  in  occupied  buildings  were  un- 
known, and  9,  or  over  28  per  cent,  of  the  fires 
in  unoccupied  buildings  were  unknown. 

The  Bold,  Brave  Batterson. 

What  man  does  not  esteem  and  admire  the 
bold,  bi'ave  president  of  an  insurance  com- 
pany, who,  unable  to  prevent  robbery  by 
state  insurance  official  road-agents,  is  yet 
man  enough  to  resist  their  demand  for  money 
and  drive  them  oflC  with  only  a  partial  amount 
of  stolen  plunder  ?  President  Batterson  man- 
aged this  North  Dakota  hold-up  in  a  masterly 
manner.  He  now  has  the  sign  manual  of  the 
robber  to  the  demand  for  |280,  as  well  as  his 
receipt  for  |150; — the  demand  demonstrates 
the  purpose  of  theft,  the  receipt  secures  the 
company's  right  to  continue  to  do  business  in 
North  Dakota.  Both  were  indispensable  to  a 
complete  triumph.  And  better  still,  while 
holding  the  Hon.  {(}  W.  C.  B.  Harrison  by 
the  throat,  Mr.  Batterson  administered  a 
knock-out  blow  to  Insurance  Commissioner 
George  W.  Harrison,  which  brought  him  to  a 
full  realization  of  the  fact  that  there  was  one 
insurance  officer  who  understood  how  to  deal 
with  official  robbers. 

The  correspondence  marks  a  period  in  state 
supervision  from  which  will  date  its  eventual 
downfall.  It  is  impossible  to  overthrow  such 
a  system  by  any  single  effort,  but  it  is  not 
less  impossible  for  such  a  system  to  stand 
after  receiving  this  exposure.  The  moral 
sense  of  the  people  must  revolt  at  such  bold 
attempts  at  robbery.  -Baltimore  Underwriter. 


A  LETTER  on  the  stamp  tax  has  been  written 
to  the  chairman  of  a  congressional  committee 
by  President  Moore  of  the  Pacific  Mutual 
Life.  Attention  is  drawn  to  the  fact  that  the 
law  of  1898  imposes  a  far  heavier  life  policy 
tax  than  the  law  of  1862-4.  There  should 
never  have  been  such  a  tax.  Government 
should  encourage,  not  penalize,  the  protection 
of  life  insurance. 
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Was  the  Chinese  Risk  Extra  Hazardous? 

Was  '•Chinatown,"  anyvvhefe  in  this 
country,  extra  hazardous  during  the  re- 
cent massacres  in  China"?  We  think  not. 
Possibly  there  may  have  been  some  talk 
of  mob  and  incendiarism,  in  revenge, 
somewhere  in  this  country,  but  we  are 
unable  to  name  the  place.  There  was 
nothing  of  the  sort  in  San  Francisco. 
The  mob  which  would  not  fire' the  Chinese 
quarters  in  time  of  alleged  bubonic  plague 
would  hardly  be  urged  to  arson  on  the 
strength  of  exaggerated  newspaper  stories 
of  happenings  in  China; 

According  to  a  Washington  paper,  how- 
ever, one  fire  office  took  alarm  and  put 
Chinese  risks  on  the  prohibited  list. 

One  manager,  writing  from  San  Francisco, 
is  thus  quoted  :  "The  subject  of  our  coverings 
on  Chinese  risks  has  been  brought  to  our  seri- 
ous consideration.  We  greatly  fear  there 
will  be  pronounced  demonstrations  against 
Chinese  in  the  near  future,  especially  when 
it  is  generally  known  that  owing  to  the  exist- 
ence of  war,  brought  about  by  their  own  acts, 
their  right  of  citizenship  is  forfeited  by  the 
annulment  of  treaty.  We  have  to  advise 
that  you  accept  no  coverings  owned  or 
occupied  by  Chinese  or  endangered  thereby." 


Local  Fire  Agents  Annual  Meeting. 

The  fifth  annual  meeting  of  the  Na- 
tional Association  of  Local  Fire  In- 
surance Agents,  at  Milwaukee,  appears 
to  have  been  a  great  success,  both 
in  the  attendance  and  the  conservative 
character  of  the  proceedings.  Over 
three-fourths  of  the  states  were  repre- 
sented, and  those  in  attendance  numbered 
about  500.  President  Wood  worth's 
speech  was  everything  that  his  admirers 
expected.  The  single  agency  plank  was 
re-affirmed;  it  was  resolved  to  co-operate 
with  insurance  commissioners  to  secure 
good  legislation;  to  co-operate  with  the 
National  Board  in  the  collection  of  statis- 
tics; to  favor  schedule  rating  of  all  classes 
of  hazards,  and  the  equalization  of  rates 
in  each  locality;  that  the  services  and 
methods  of  many  brokers  are  of  no  value 
to  property-owners,  are  unprofitable  to 
companies  and  unjust  to  agents,  and 
therefore  it  was  recommended  that  local 


agents  decline  to  write  for  non-resident 
brokers  upon  t.he  property  of  residents, 
except  as  provided. 

The  sole  agency  was  defined  as  "the 
entire  and  exclusive  representation  of  a 
company  and  its  subsidiary  organizations, 
if  any,  by  one  local  agent  in  and  for  a 
given  territory,  the  limits  of  which  have 
been  fixed  by  that  company;  that  said 
company  having  no  financial  interest  in 
the  business  written  by  others  in  any 
part  of  the  same  territory." 


Insurance  Company  of  North  America. 

A  hundred  and  ten  years  ago  represen- 
tative business  men  of  Philadelphia  or- 
ganized the  Insurance  Company  of  North 
America,  and  from  the  beginning  the 
company  has  been  worthy  of  its  name. 
It  is  a  grand  company  with  a  grand 
name. 

Go  anywhere  in  this  country  and  you 
will  meet  with  the  name  of  the  Insurance 
Company  of  North  America,  and  you 
will  hear  everything  in  its  favor,  from 
local  agents  and  property-owners  large 
and  small.  For  over  a  century  the  com- 
pany has  been  piling  up  that  kind  of 
favorable  evidence. 

The  Insurance  Company  of  North 
America  has  millions  of  assets,  net  sur- 
plus and  premium  income.  Its  capital 
alone  is  three  millions.  One  need  not  be 
specific  with  the  figures  of  the  statement 
of  so  strong  and  well-known  a  company. 
There  is  no  better  security. 

General  Agent  James  D.  Bailey  has 
made  a  notable  success  of  the  Pacific  de- 
partment since  it  has  been  under  his 
chairge. 

Goods  stored  in  out-buildings  are  in- 
ferior risks,  physically  and  morally.  The 
best  of  goods  are  not  so  stored  and  neg- 
lected; and  such  value  as  they  may  seem 
to  have  is  diminished  by  time. 


Fire  losses  seem  to  increase  with  pros- 
perity.   

Judge  Lawler  of  San  Francisco  sentenced 
a  criminal  to  "half  his  natural  life,"  or  nine- 
teen years.  The  term  w-as  based  on  the 
American  Mortality  Experience  Tables. 
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"Woodworth's  Address. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  TUE  ADDRESS  OF  PRESIDENT 
C.  H.  WOODWORTH  AT  THE  FIFTH  ANNUAL 
CONVENTION  OF  THE  NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION 
OF   LOCAL   FIRE    INSURANCE   ACIENTS. 

RATING    AND    CLASSIFICATION. 

There  is  nothing-  that  I  wish  to  add  to  what 
I  have  heretofore  said  on  the  subject  of  rates, 
except  to  remind  you  that  there  is  as  much 
injustice  to  the  insuring'  public  in  rates  that 
are  too  low  as  in  rates  that  are  too  high. 

Absolutely  fair  rates  are  demanded  by  both 
principle  and  policy,  but  as  you  well  know 
the3'  are  impossible  to  ascertain  or  maintain. 
This  fact  however  does  not  excuse  rate  mak- 
ing powers  from  the  employment  of  every 
known  means  to  approximate  equitable  rating. 
Predicating  rates  upon  anything  less  than  a 
general  classification  of  the  experience  of  the 
companies  as  a  whole  is  unscientific  guessing, 
for  which  there  is  no  warrant  or  excuse  in 
these  daj's. 

The  classification  of  the  business  is  what 
the  manager  needs  to  point  out  the  danger- 
line  and  what  the  agent  needs  to  satisfy  the 
policyholder  that  he  is  not  contributing  more 
than  his  share.  An  agent  who  can  explain  to 
a  complaining  premium-payer  why  his  rate  is 
"so  high  "  is  doing  much  more  for  himself  and 
the  business  than  the  one  who  confesses  his 
ignorance  or  gives  the  impression  that  rates 
are  fixed  in  accordance  with  the  whims  or 
greed  of  some  man  or  group  of  men  represent- 
ing a  bloated  corporation  or  that  great  politi- 
cal bogey,  the  "  Insurance  Trust."  It  is  prac- 
tically useless  to  tell  the  average  policyholder 
and  voter  that  it  is  oppressive  legislation  and 
careless  and  indifferent  property  owners  that 
make  rates  high,  unless  we  can  back  up  the 
assertion  with  incontrovertible  statistics. 
Nothing  will  do  more  to  educate  the  ignorant 
and  thoughtless  agent  and  policyholder  in  the 
economics  of  insurance  than  systematic  clas- 
sification. 

COMMISSION    AND   BROKERAGE. 

Everybody  wants  more  income  and  wants  it 
now.  Insurance  agents  are  no  exception  to 
this  rule.  We  theorize  against  high  commis- 
sions and  generally  practice  the  taking  of  all 
we  can  get,  without  considering  the  conse- 
quences of  such  action.  This  is  perfectly 
natural  and  usual,  as  most  men  accept  all  that 
is  offered  for  their  services  without  question. 
If  such  a  course  on  the  part  of  agents  is  rep- 
rehensible,- what  might  be  said  of  managers 
who  buy  poor  hungry  premium-pullers  with 


high  commissions,  which  do  not  increase  the 
personal  profit  of  the  managers  nor  result  in 
any  permanent  advantage  to  their  companies. 
We  will  not  discuss  the  suggestion  that  our 
association  should  pledge  its  membership  not 
to  accept  high  commissions.  Such  action  would 
evidently  antagonize  all  classes  of  managers 
in  a  large  section  of  the  country,  and  the  idea, 
at  present  at  least,  is  too  nebulous  for  us  to 
profitably  consider.  When  managers  who  are 
determined  to  pay  high  commissions  find  no 
agents  in  the  business  willing  to  accept  their 
offers  they  will  appoint  some  more  agents  of  a 
greedier  breed.  Perhaps  the  high  commission 
disease  could  be  cured  by  a  further  reduction 
in  rates,  but  as  the  disease  at  present  is  much 
more  popular  than  such  heroic  treatment 
would  be,  we  had  better  not  consider  that 
remedy. 

To  the  large  number  of  beautiful,  impracti- 
cable plans  for  settling  the  commission  ques- 
tion I  will  add  one  more,  which  however,  I  am 
prepared  to  withdraw  in  favor  of  any  other 
suggestion  more  feasible.  My  idea  is  a 
graded  commission  based  upon  the  relative 
cos-t  to  the  agent  of  doing  the  business. 
Proper  rating  aims  at  the  same  percentage  of 
profit  on  all  classes,  and  if  the  expense  of  do- 
ing the  business  is  equitably  spread  the  small 
premium  must  pay  a  higher  rate  of  commis- 
sion than  the  large  one.  A  commission  of  say 
ten  per  cent,  upon  manufacturing  risks  and 
special  hazards  of  all  kinds,  of  say  fifteen  per 
cent,  upon  all  other  risks  except  dwellings 
and  household  furniture,  and  of  say  twenty 
percent,  upon  dwellings  and  household  furni- 
ture, or  an  equivalent  to  these  rates  upon  a 
contingent  basis,  would  I  think  be  fair  for  all 
concerned,  and  would  have  a  tendency  to  dis- 
courage the  rebate  fiend  and  baflHe  that  ogre, 
the  broker. 

High  commissions  do  not  worry  agents  as 
much  as  do  high  brokerages— paid  to  the  other 
fellow.  When  we  broker  a  risk  ourselves  a 
high  rate  of  bi'okerage  is  quite  acceptable. 
In  discussing  the  brokerage  question  it  will 
be  well  perhaps  to  first  consider  the  why  and 
wherefore  of  the  broker.  I  think  we  may  de- 
fine a  broker  in  a  general  way  as  one  who 
places  business  in  companies  which  he  does 
not  represent.  There  was  a  time  when  the 
buyer  sought  the  seller  even  in  the  insurance 
business.  Transactions  were  smaller,  time 
less  valuable,  and  all  business  conditions 
much  simpler  than  now.  The  evolution  of 
trade  has  reversed  the  order.  The  seller  now 
seeks  the  buyer,  and  the  needs  of  the  assured 
having  become  larger  and  complicated  he  often 
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finds  that  time,  trouble  and  sometimes  money 
can  be  saved  bj^  accepting  the  offer  of  some 
one  man  or  firm  to  procure  for  him  all  the  in- 
surance required.  The  offer  beinsf  accepted, 
that  man  or  firm  becomes  the  broker  of  the 
assured,  either  to  place  the  whole  line,  if  he 
represents  no  companies,  or  to  place  part  of 
the  line  if  he  represents  companies  but  not 
enough  to  carry  it  all. 

I  am  not  entirely  familiar  with  the  condi- 
tions in  all  parts  of  the  country,  but  it  is  my 
impression  that  the  practice  of  brokering 
large  risks  quite  generally  obtains.  Accepting 
this  as  the  case,  and  that  the  method  is  a  labor- 
saving  one  and  in  line  with  the  economic  de- 
velopment of  the  business,  I  think  the  legiti- 
mate operations  of  the  practice  cannot  be 
eliminated.  The  largest  proportion  of  the 
brokerage  business  is  transacted  by  local 
agents,  and  should  our  association  declare 
against  the  practice  we  would  condemn  our- 
selves. Such  action  would  also  antagonize 
a  large  number  of  companies  that  believe 
that  the  brokerage  system  is  a  legitimate  de- 
velopment of  the  business.  We  cannot  draw 
the  line  against  foreign  or  non-z'esident 
brokers  because  that  would  prevent  the  plac- 
ing of  business  by  an  agent-broker  on  prop- 
erty outside  of  his  own  territory.  It  would 
be  unavailing  to  limit  the  payment  of  broker- 
age to  duly  authorized  agents,  because  dummy 
agents  are  easily  made. 

Is  there  anj'  reasonable  objection  to  broker- 
age 29er  s6  1  Are  not  the  evils  suffered  from 
this  source  the  abuse  of  the  system  rather 
than  its  legitimate  operation?  Brokerage  is 
either  a  natural  development  or  it  is  not.  If 
demanded  by  business  conditions  no  action  of 
ours  would  destroy  it.  If  it  is  a  parasite  it 
will  languish  and  die  if  deprived  of  illegiti- 
mate sustenance. 

It  seems  to  me  a  fair  general  proposition  to 
all  concerned,  that  a  non-resident  property- 
owner  give  his  insurance  to  an  agent  or 
broker  of  his  own  town  to  place,  and  that  the 
agents  in  the  town  where  the  property  is  lo- 
cated should  allow  the  placer  a  brokerage 
upon  what  they  write  for  him.  Against  the 
men,  whatever  their  titles  and  positions — 
whether  they  carry  their  oftices  in  their  hats 
or  represent  in  some  capacity  one  or  more 
companies— who  say  to  the  assured  that  the 
agents  who  write  in  accordance  with  tariff 
rates  and  rules  are  robbing  them,  and  secure 
the  business  by  cutting  rates  and  "improv- 
ing" the  forms,  we  have  a  just  grievance; 
and  we  most  emphatically  declare  that  man- 
agei's  who  furnish  the  proof  to  the  assured  in 


the  form  of  policies  in  their  companies,  that 
the  cut-rate  and  form-juggling  brokers  can  do 
better  for  them  than  their  neighbors,  the 
local  agents,  are  demoralizersof  the  business, 
inciters  of  hostile  legislation,  and  are  not  the 
friends  of  local  agents  or  the  supporters  of 
the  American  agency  system.  These  abuses 
are  an  outrage  upon  local  agents  and  a  menace 
to  the  agency  system  that  some  practice  but 
none  have  the  effrontery  to  excuse  or  defend. 
No  one  will  openly  oppose  our  efforts  to  correct 
them. 

The  subject  of  brokerage  has  given  me  more 
thought  and  anxiety  than  all  the  other  ques- 
tions before  us.  I  know  from  bitter  experi- 
ence, of  the  loss  of  business  because  of  the 
organization  of  trusts  and  from  the  competi- 
tion of  rate-cutting  brokers,  and  no  man  is 
more  anxious  than  I  to  see  the  rights  of 
agents  maintained  and  their  incomes  in- 
creased. I  am  sure  that  my  recommendations 
under  this  head  are  as  strongly  in  the  agents' 
favor  as  justice,  consistency  and  feasibility 
now  warrant. 

In  my  opinion  we  should  recommend  to 
agents,  local  boards  and  all  other  associations 
of  agents: 

First.  That  they  decline  to  write  for  non- 
resident brokers  upon  the  property  of  resi- 
dents. 

Second.  That  they  write  for  non-resident 
brokers  upon  the  property  of  non-residents 
and  allow  not  to  exceed  7}^  per  cent,  brokerage 
thereon,  provided: 

ft.  That  the  broker  offering  the  business  is 
recognized  by  and  is  in  good  standing  with 
the  underwriting  association,  having  juris- 
diction over  the  'jown  in  which  he  resides  or 
does  business. 

h.  That  the  I'ate  and  form  of  contract  con- 
form in  every  respect  with  the  rates,  rules 
and  regulations  of  the  rating  association  hav- 
ing jurisdiction  over  the  risk. 

c.  That  a  satisfactoi'y  stipulation  is  fur- 
nished by  the  broker  that  he  has  not  given 
and  will  not  give  the  assured  any  rebate  or 
valuable  consideration  for  his  business,  and 
that  the  entire  line  is  placed  and  will  con- 
tinue to  be  placed  in  accordance  with  tariff 
rates,  rules  and  regulations. 

These  recommendations  if  adopted  by  you 
will,  it  is  hoped,  be  approved  and  supported 
by  state  and  local  associations  of  ageiits,  and 
also  by  managers,  fieldmen,  and  all  others 
legitimately  engaged  in  the  business.  The 
recommendations  should  not  however  be  con- 
strued as  interfering  with  any  special  arrange- 
ment between  companies  and  agents  by  which 
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the  latter  receive  full  commissions  upon  all 
risks  written  within  their  agency  fields;  and 
if  the  interests  of  all  concerned  in  some  state 
or  smaller  territory  demand  a  different  treat- 
ment of  brokers  and  brokerage,  I,  for  one, 
should  not  question  the  right  of  a  state  asso- 
ciation or  local  board  to  amend  or  modify  these 
recommendations. 

[Note. — I  am  indebted  to  the  brokei-age 
rules  now  successfully  maintained  in  Erie,  Pa. , 
for  the  basis  of  these  recommendations.] 

SOLE    AGENCIES. 

The  fact  that  about  thirty  of  the  ablest 
managers  of  the  country,  the  majority  of 
whom  undoubtedly  favor  sole  agencies,  after 
months  of  deliberation  were  able  to  agree  upon 
nothing  better  than  dual  agencies  for  the 
smaller  fields  and  multiple  agencies  for  the 
larger  cities,  proves  without  other  evidence 
that  the  universal  acceptance  of  our  wishes 
on  this  question  cannot  be  immediately  se- 
cured. 

It  is  acknowledged  that  our  association  has 
thus  far  handled  the  subject  of  agency  repre- 
sentation wisely  and  that  our  declaration  of 
last  year  in  favor  of  sole  agencies  and  our  ap- 
peal to  companies  to  confoi-m  to  our  wishes  in 
this  matter,  have  been  influential  in  increas- 
ing the  number  or  companies  operating  upon 
a  sole  agency  basis  and  in  reducing  the  num- 
ber of  agents  maintained  by  the  other  com- 
panies. I  am  sure  that  there  is  no  disposition 
among  us  to  recede  from  the  stand  taken 
upon  this  question,  and  in  my  opinion  we 
should  make  our  position  clearer  by  defining 
the  phrase  "sole  agency,"  and  I  therefore  rec- 
ommend the  following  as  our  definition  of  the 
term: 

"A  sole  agency  is  the  entire  and  exclusive 
representation  of  a  company  and  its  subsid- 
iary organizations,  if  any,  by  one  local  agent 
in  and  for  a  given  territory — the  limits  of 
which  have  been  fixed  by  that  company— the 
said  company  having  no  financial  interest  in 
the  business  written  by  others  in  anj-  part  of 
the  same  territory." 

This  definition  recognizes  conditions  which 
cannot  be  evaded  and  which  must  be  taken 
into  account  in  any  hopeful  attempt  to  put  the 
fire  insurance  business  of  the  country  upon  a 
sole  agency  basis.  We  should  ignore  senti- 
ment, prejudice,  theories  and  side  issues  and 
consider  company  representation  from  a  prac- 
tical standpoint  and  one  that  is  absolutely 
impartial  and  inherently  right.  We  could  not 
consistently  condemn  a  company  which  main- 
tains two  or  more  direct  agents  and  be  silent 


regarding  another  company  which  maintains 
indirectly  an  equal  number  of  sources  of  pre- 
mium income;  nor  would  any  measure  of  indi- 
rection excuse  the  silence.  The  methods  of 
the  multiple  agency  company  and  of  the  mul- 
tiple company  have  the  same  effect  upon  the 
business  and  bring  the  same  results  to  those 
engaged  therein;  therefore  names,  organiza- 
tion, capitalization,  previous  condition  or  rela- 
tion and  years  of  precedent  are  immaterial. 
It  is  not  a  question  of  means  and  methods — 
of  why  it  is  done,  or  in  what  way  it  is  done — 
but  a  question  of  what  is  really  done. 

CONCLUSION. 

Incentives  to  bitter  criticism  of  the  greed, 
dictation  and  fatuousness  that  have  seemed 
to  control  the  business  through  the  year  are 
not  wanting,  but  who  and  what  would  be 
profited  thereby?  The  insurance  world  is 
surfeited  with  ridicule,  accusation  and  con- 
demnation, and  why  should  we  add  to  the  dis- 
gust and  increase  the  antagonism  already 
existing  by  joining  in  the  chorus  of  discord? 
Too  much  of  the  responsibility  for  prevailing 
conditions  is  accorded  to  men  and  measures. 
The  underlying  and  all  pervading  power  has 
been  the  great  law  of  demand  and  supply. 
Resolutions  and  agreements  that  stood  in  the 
way  of  the  oscillation  of  this  inexorable  force, 
have  been  swept  away  and  the  waves  of  over- 
pi'oduction  have  made  driftwood  of  insurance 
men,  both  great  and  small. 

To  one  of  his  followers,  who,  over-anxious 
about  the  duties  of  others,  asked  the  question, 
"  What  shall  this  man  do?"  the  Man  of  Galilee 
said,  "What  is  that  to  thee;  follow  thou  Me.'' 
One  of  the  most  strenuous  and  assertive  of  the 
great  men  of  the  day  has  said  that  the  citizen 
that  stands  as  a  bulwark  of  his  country  is  not 
he  that  is  ever  prating  of  his  rights,  but  he 
that  knows  and  does  his  duty. 

The  vital  question  with  us  is  not  what  can 
we  get  the  companies  to  do  for  us,  but  what 
will  we  do  for  ourselves  and  the  business.  No 
evil  practice  in  the  business  could  exist  a 
month  with  the  agency  force  of  the  country 
unitedly  opposed  to  it.  It  is  simply  a  matter 
of  pi'ofit  and  loss.  All  devious  and  demorali- 
zing method's  are  indulged  in  for  the  purpose 
of  making  money  and  men  will  always  be 
found  to  practice  them  so  long  as  they  are 
profitable.  The  line  between  preserving  and 
disintegrating  methods  must  be  clearly  drawn 
and  then  all  classes  in  the  business  must  unite 
to  make  the  right  profitable  and  the  wrong 
unprofitable  before  permanent  improvement 
can  be  expected. 
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The  London  Assurance  Corporation. 

We  must  deal  with  very  large  figures 
when  referring  to  the  gross  fire  assets  and 
surplus  funds  of  the  old  London  Assu- 
rance Corporation.  The  adjective  "old" 
is  well  placed  indeed,  for  the  London  As- 
surance is  180  years  old. 

The  gross  fire  assets  exceed  nine  million 
dollars,  and  of  this  great  sum,  the  sur- 
plus to  policyholders  is  no  less  than  seven- 
ninths.  In  other  words,  the  gross  sur- 
plus is  considerably  larger  than  seven 
million  dollars.  The  annual  premium  in- 
come is  also  well  up  in  the  millions. 

Here  is  first-class  indemnity  armor- 
plated,  with  nearly  five  million  net  sur- 
plus and  seven  and  a  sixth  million  surplus 
to  policyholders,  and  behind  the  con- 
tract is  a  fine  record  on  this  Coast,  cover- 
ing many  years.  Manager  Geo.  F.  Grant 
of  the  Pacific  department,  makes  a  good 
showing  in  the  company's  annual  totals. 


Our  Conservative  Board. 

The  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  of  the 
Pacific  has  proved  to  be  an  admirably 
conservative  organization.  Very  import- 
ant measures  have  been  under  considera- 
tion, at  various  times,  and  while  the 
temptation  to  adopt  a  radical  course  of 
action  has  sometimes  been  strong  and 
apparently  justified  by  circumstances, 
the  prevailing  tone  has  been  conservative, 
and  the  Board  has  erred,  when  possibly 
wrong,  on  the  side  of  safety.  If  we  were 
in  a  position  to  pass  judgment  we  might 
side  with  the  minority  often,  but  we 
should  be  forced  to  concede  that  the  cau- 
tious spirit  which  declines  to  take  possible 
risks,  which  tolerates  lesser  evils  rather 
than  possibly  invite  greater  ones,  is  a 
spirit  eminently  worthy  of  respect,  how- 
ever much  it  may  sometimes  provoke  the 
impatience,  even  the  resentment,  of  those 
who  are  sure  they  have  i-eason  and  justice 
on  their  side. 

The  Pacific  Board  is  desei-ving  of  the 
co-operation  of  all  companies  and  agents 
in  this  ^eld,  and  of  the  friendly  considera- 
tion of  propertj'-owners.  It  promotes 
good  practices  in  fire  underwriting, 
adjusts  rates  to  hazard,  insures  adequate 


rates  (without  which  their  can  be  no  sure 
indemnity),  stimulates  improvement  in 
the  individual  risk,  and  secures  better 
fire  protection — better  fire  departments 
and  water  supplies,  and  better  ordinances. 
The  tendency  of  the  Board's  services  is 
to  lessen  the  loss  by  fire,  and  therefore  to 
reduce  the  cost  of  insurance. 


Galveston  Disaster. 

Our  readers  are  only  too  familiar  with  the 
details  of  the  recent  frightful  disaster  which 
almost  destroyed  Galveston,  a  Texas  island 
city  of  3.5,000  population.  A  hurricane  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  raised  a  "tidal  wave''  which 
swept  over  the  doomed  city.  Conservative 
estimates  place  the  loss  of  life  at  5,000  and 
the  loss  of  property  at  $7,000,000. 

The  marine  companies,  foreign  in  the  main, 
lost  heavily.  The  life  companies  have  in- 
cuiTed  losses,  for  of  the  many  drowned  or 
killed  by  the  storm,  a  considerable  number 
carried  life  insurance.  Companies  writing 
tornado  insux'ance  in  Texas  have  doubtless 
incurred  some  losses,  though  there  was  doubt- 
less little  demand  for  such  indemnity  in 
Galveston. 

Utah  Utterings. 

The  Denver  contingent  has  been  well  rep- 
resented this  past  month,  both  by  specials 
having  connections  in  this  state,  and  also 
specials  who  spent  a  day  or  so  taking  in  the 
sights  and  enjoying  the  scenes  here  and  here- 
about. Among  those  seen  on  the  streets  of 
Salt  Lake  were  A.  L.  Jessup  of  the  German- 
American,  Sam  F.  Woolard  of  the  American 
Central,  Geo.  H.  Batchelder  of  the  Niagara, 
T.  T.  Frith  of  the  Imperial,  Frank  M.  Avery 
of  the  Fire  Association,  and  August  Fast, 
local  agent  for  several  companies  of  Silvertou, 
Colorado. 

A.  L.  Jacobs  has  retired  from  the  Anderson 
insui'ance  agency,  and  has  again  entered  the 
local  field  with  the  Norwich  Union  and 
Niagara,  two  of  the  companies  he  took  into 
the  Anderson  agency  when  his  agency  was 
mei'ged  therewith. 

The  hearts  of  the  agents  of  the  yEtna  were 
made  glad  the  first  of  this  month,  by  the  visit 
of  Supervisor  of  Agencies  E.  C.  Morrison. 
Mr.  Morrison  was  on  his  way  home  after  a 
prolonged  stay  in  the  states  of  Montana  and 
Washington. 

Special  Agent  W.  H.  Gibbons,  representing 
the  quartette  of  Edw.  Brown  &  Son,  was 
registered  at  one  of  the  leading  hotels  for  a 
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few  days  the  first  of  the  month.  Mrs.  Gib- 
bons is  summering  in  the  Catskill  mountains. 

Special  W.  S.  Ferris  is  home  for  a  rest  after 
a  long  sojourn  in  the  mountain  towns  of  Mon- 
tana. 

The  recently  organized  State  Association  of 
Fire  Insurance  Agents  sent  President  Wilson 
to  Milwaukee  to  represent  the  locals  and 
assist  in  looking  after  their  interests,  he  at 
once  jumped  into  prominence  by  introducing 
the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  National  Association  of 
Fire  Insurance  Agents  requests  of  the  presi- 
dents of  each  state  a  complete  list  of  all  the 
fire  companies  offering  or  writing  business  at 
cut  or  rebated  rates  in  their  territory  to  be 
furnished  on  the  first  days  of  October,  Janu- 
ary, April  and  July  of  each  year,  and  that 
this  association  publish  the  same  when  re- 
ceived in  circular  form,  sending  it  to  each  of 
its  members. 

Salt  Lake  had  a  "hot  time  "  during  the 
month  of  August,  the  city  department  having 
responded  to  eighteen  alarms.  Fire  was  re- 
ported in  eight  mercantile  buildings,  seven 
dwellings,  and  three  were  rubbish  piles.  The 
most  destructive  fire  of  the  year  so  far,  oc- 
curred last  month,  resulting  in  the  total  de- 
struction of  the  Utah  bedding  and  mattress 
factory,  the  property  loss  being  about  $16,000 ; 
insurance  on  same,  $7,750.  The  losses  to  the 
insurance  companies  for  tlie  month  amounted 
to  about  $13,000. 

The  department  has  been  seriously  handi- 
capped by  the  low  water  pressure,  and  the 
fire  chief  has  lived  in  constant  dread  of  a  con- 
flagration if  the  fires  should  start  in  some 
portion  of  the  city  where  suflicient  water 
could  not  be  obtained  to  quench  the  blaze  in 
its  incipiency. 

Karl  A.  Scheid,  who  for  the  past  nine  years 
has  been  constantly  on  duty  as  stenographer, 
chief  clerk  and  surveyor,  having  served  in 
each  of  these  capacities  until  he  has  obtained 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  entire  system 
of  the  office  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Under- 
writers of  the  Pacific  in  Salt  Lake,  and  has 
made  himself  a  necessary  part  of  the  depart- 
ment force,  has  been  given  a  leave  of  absence 
for  five  months.  He  left  on  the  first  of 
August  for  an  extended  trip  through  the 
United  States,  and  on  the  5th  of  this  month 
sails  for  Paris  and  other  points  of  interest  on 
the  Continent.  His  many  friends  in  Salt 
Lake  wish  him  a  constant  round  of  pleasure 
and  a  thorough  enjoyment  of  his  well-earned 
vacation. . 

Superintendent  of    Agencies   John   T.    Fo- 


garty,  was  a  visitor  in  the  city  of  Salt  Lake 
during  the  first  of  the  month.  He  had  to  pay 
out  some  of  the  company's  money  on  a  loss 
during  his  stay. 

Manager  Jolly  of  the  Board  Office  is  the 
father  of  an  ordinance  to  establish  the  office 
and  defining  the  duties  of  city  electrician  for 
Salt  Lake.  The  ordinance  has  been  presented 
to  the  city  fathers,  and  as  it  meets  the  ap- 
pro v^al  of  the  electrical  oonti-actors  of  the 
city,  and  the  need  of  such  an  inspector  is 
freely  admitted,  it  is  more  than  probable  the 
ordinance  will  become  a  law. 

Special  W.  W.  Alverson  of  the  Atlas,  is 
again  in  this  field  looking  after  business. 

HATU. 

Southern  Dry  Kiln  Losses. 

Vice-President  Snow,  of  the  Home  Insur- 
ance Company,  has  issued  the  following  circu- 
lar  to  company  managers: 

"  This  office  has  done  quite  a  little  invest- 
igating in  the  matter  of  losses  on  dry  kilns 
appurtenant  to  wood  -  working  plants  in  the 
South,  in  the  endeavor  to  ascertain  just  which 
kind  of  kiln  is  the  most  hazardous,  and  it 
seems  to  us  that  if  the  experience  of  the  vari- 
ous agency  companies  writing  such  hazards 
could  be  gathered,  analyzed  and  grouped,  it 
might  afford  valuable  information  that  would 
enable  us  to  intelligently  handle  risks  of  this 
class  which,  as  we  all  know,  have  in  the  past 
been  very  unprofitable,  in  spite  of  the  appar- 
ently high  rates  charged.  We  made  up  a 
statement  some  little  time  ago  of  losses  on 
dry  kilns,  and  found  that  out  of  eight  losses 
that  we  sustained,  four  of  them  were  quite 
distinctively  '  blower  '  kilns;  the  pattern  of 
two  could  not  be  ascertained  ;  one  was  a  furn- 
ace, and  the  other  apparently  direct  steam 
heat. 

"  We  have  made  inquiries  direct  from  kiln 
people  and  the  information  there  is  more  or  less 
contradictory,  the  maker  of  each  different 
style,  of  course,  favoring  his  own  pattern. 
Our  special  agents'  reports  are  rather  ad- 
verse to  the  'blower'  kilns,  and  so  far  as  our 
figures  go,  the  mortality  would  seem  to  be 
greater  among  this  particular  kind.  We, 
however,  db  not  wish  to  go  simply  on  a  limited 
experience  like  our  own  and  possibly  arrive  at 
a  conclusion  that  the  broader  experience  of 
all  of  the  companies  would  overthrow  ;  and  we 
therefore  suggest  in  the  common  interest  that 
each  company  willing  to  do  so  make  up  and 
transmit  to  this  office  a  statement  of  dry  kiln 
losses,  giving  simply  the  style  or  pattern  of 
each    kiln    burned     (omitting     figures     and 
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amounts  of  the  losses),  so  that  we  can  from 
these  figures  make  up  a  statement  showing 
out  of  the  total  number  of  kilns  that  have  been 
the  subject  to  loss  adjustments  by  insurance 
companies  how  many  of  each  pattern  contrib- 
uted to  this  total." 


Gasoline   Hazard. 

The  record  for  1899  shows  that  over  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  fires  in  Chicago  resulted  from 
gasoline  explosions,  causing  a  loss  of  six  lives, 
the  maiming  of  thirty-four  persons,  and  en- 
tailing a  property  loss  of  over  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  The  first  six  months  of  the 
present  year  show  a  gratifying  falling  off  in 
the  iire  waste  due  to  gasoline,  the  loss  to  the 
companies  being  less  than  twenty-five  thous- 
and dollars.  The  diminution  in  the  number 
of  fires  and  casualties  is  attributable  to  the 
increased  care  exercised  in  the  use  and  hand- 
ling of  this  extremely  volatile  iiuid. — The 
Argus. 

Gasoline  stoves  are  very  popular  in  Los  An- 
geles, but  as  a  rule  the  reservoir  is  remote 
from  the  stove,  and  often  on  the  outside  of 
the  building.  The  gasoline  stove  will  always 
be  used  where  the  summers  are  hot.  The 
authorities  and  underwriters  can  reduce  the 
hazard  by  insisting  on  safety  conditions.  It  is 
fortunate  that  the  "blue  flame"  coal  oil  stove 
has  been  so  perfected  thatit  is  equally  "quick" 
and  convenient,  and  far  safer  than  the  gaso- 
line   stove. 

Entertaining     to     Others     Besides     Industrial 
Workers. 

At  the  sound  of  a  knock  upon  the  door  of  her 
apartment,  Mrs.  Maloney,  of  Cherry  street, 
after  dashing  the  suds  from  her  hands,  wiped 
them  on  the  hem  of  her  calico  dress  and 
opened  the  door. 

Her  Irish  face  looked  not  altogether  pleased 
at  sight  of  the  young  man  who  stood  outside 
the  threshold.  He  was  fairly  good  looking, 
but  he  needed  a  shave,  and  his  rather  shabby 
clothes  looked  as  though  they  had  been  thrown 
at  him,  instead  of  being  put  on  decently  and 
in  order.  He  held  an  open  account  book  in 
his  hand. 

"Shure,  is  it  you  again  V  said  Mrs.  Maloney, 
her  hand  on  the  broken  door  knob. 

"Yes,  it's  me,"  said  the  j'oung  man.  "Your 
insurance  is  back  four  weeks  now,  so  foi'k  out 
the  dough."     His  voice  was  somewhat   gruff. 

"Aw,  let  it  go  wan  more  wake,"  urged  Mrs. 
Maloney,  in  a  wheedling  tone.  "Shurs,  it's 
mesilf'l  pay  ye  ivery  cint  on  Monday  nixt." 

"What  do  you  think  lam — a  bank  ?"  queried 


the  collector,  pushing  his  hat  back  on  his 
head.  "When  you  don't  pay  I  have  to  ad- 
vance the  money  myself  or  your  policy  lapses. 
I've  done  that  for  you  four  weeks  already. 
This  time  you've  got  to  pay  up  or  I  let  her 
lapse." 

"Aw,  pay  it  now,  just  this  wanst,  like  the 
good-lookin'  young  feller  that  ye  are,"  pleaded 
Mrs.  Malonej'.  Then  she  came  closer  and  con- 
tinued in  a  loud  whisper,  pointing  inside  the 
room  with  a  clawlike  finger,  "The  ould  mon 
lies  there  a-breathin'  his  lasht.  'Tis  waker 
and  waker  he  grows  ivery  minnit,  and  the 
tony  doctor  in  the  high  hat  that  the  society 
sint  says  he  can't  live  till  the  mornin.'  He's 
that  far  gone  'tis  all  he  can  dotoshwaller  the 
whisky  I'm  givin'  him,  so  pay  the  money  for 
me  and  may  the  saints  presarve  ye." 

"The  saints  will  preserve  me  for  a  blamed 
fool  if  I  advance  any  more  money  on  that  pol- 
icy." The  insurance  man  had  closed  his  book 
and  was  drawing  a  caricature  of  Mrs.  Maloney 
on  the  woodwork  of  the  doorway  with  his 
pencil. 

As  for  that  worthy  woman,  she  had  seated 
herself  on  a  rickety  chair  just  inside  the  room 
and  was  I'ocking  violently  back  and  forth  in 
imminent  peril  of  suddenly  being  let  down  on 
the  floor. 

'■An'  it's  me  that's  paid  dollars  and  dollars  on 
that  policy,"  she  cried,  her  hands  up  to  her  face, 
"and  now  I'll  be  widout  a  pinny  in  the  worrld,  and 
meouldman'll  have  to  die  and  be  buried  on  the 
town,  with  divil  a  mass  to  rest  his  soul." 

The  collector  listened  unmoved.  It  was  an  old 
story  to  him.  "Are  you  going  to  pay  up  or  not?"' 
he  asked  with  a  weary  air. 

'•Shure,  if  I  had  the  mony,  wouldn't  I  paid  ye  this 
long  ago  to  get  rid  o'  the  sight  o'  your  ugly  face  ?" 
cried  Mrs.  Maloney  in  wrath. 

At  this  moment  the  argument  was  interrupted 
by  a  second  young  man  who  stumbled  up  the  dark 
stairs  and  now  came  toward  them,  his  eyes  blinded 
by  the  light  that  streamed  through  a  window  in 
Mrs.  Maloney's  room.  This  young  man  carried  a 
clothes  wringer,  and  he  evidently  took  as  a  good 
omen  the  odor  of  warm  soapsuds  that  greeted  his 
nostrils. 

"Good  morning,  madam,"  he  began,  with  a  beam- 
ing smile  at  Mrs.  Maloney  and  ignoring  the  insur- 
ance man.  "I  called  to-day  to  inquire  if  you  have 
one  of  our  patent,  improved  wringers,  by  the  help 
of  which  you  can  do  your  washing  in  half  the  time. 
Fifty  cents  down  and  twenty-five  a  week  buys  this 

elegant  labor-saving— " 

"Go  long  wid  ye  now,"  interrupted  Mrs.  Maloney, 
"do  yez  think  I'm  a  millionayer?  Shure  its  lucky 
I  am  to  have  clothes  to  wash.  Fifty  cints  indade. 
It's  monny  a  long  day  I  can  tell  ye  since  I  had  my 
teeth  in  a  flfty-cint  piece." 

Here  the  insurance  man  interposed.  He  had 
thrust  his  account  book  into  his  pocket.    "I  think 
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you  do  need  the  clotlies  wringer,  Mrs.  Maloney," 
he  said  pleasantly.  "I'll  lend  you  the  50  cents 
and  you  can  return  it  to  me  later." 

Mrs.  Maloney  stared  at  the  speaker  in  astonish- 
ment, but  as  the  insurance  man  winked  the  eye 
that  was  furthest  from  the  agent  in  a  comprehen- 
sive manner  .she  said  nothing. 

The  agent  jumped  at  the  sale  with  avidity,  and 
in  less  time  than  it  takes  to  write  it  he  had  the  in- 
stallment lease  made  out  and  had  gone  on  his  way 
rejoicing,  leaving  the  wringer  in  Mrs.  Maloney's 
hands. 

The  insurance  man  leaned  against  the  doorway 
and  waited  until  the  sound  of  the  agent's  toot- 
steps  on  the  stairs  had  died  away  before  he  spoke. 

"As  soon  as  he's  had  time  to  turn  the  corner,"  he 
said  laconically,  "take  that  thing  across  the  street 
and  pawn  it.  You  can  get  enough  to  pay  me  back 
my  50  cents  and  settle  up  your  insurance  besides." 

"Shure,  it's  a  bright  one  ye  are,"  cried  Mrs. 
Maloney,  as  she  hurried  away. 

Before  the  next  Monday  had  rolled  around  Mr. 
Maloney  was  sleeping  the  sleep  that  knows  no 
waking,  and  Mrs.  Maloney,  having  buried  her 
spouse  in  state,  after  giving  him  a  wake  that  was 
the  talk  of  the  tenements  round  about  for  many  a 
day,  had  embarked  in  the  steerage  for  her  native 
land,  there  to  enjoy  the  distinction  incident  to  be- 
ing a  "rich  widdy." 

•  The  insurance  man,  on  the  strength  of  Mrs. 
Maloney's  sudden  affluence,  has  insured  the  life  of 
every  man,  woman  and  child  in  the  crowded  tene- 
ment. 

When  looked  upon  in  a  moral  light  this  story 
may  have  flaws,  but  viewed  from  the  viewpoint  of 
the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number  it  takes 
on  another  aspect,  as  the  only  loser  in  the  transac- 
tion was  the  agent  who  sold  the  wringer.  He  is 
out  of  pocket  a  small  sum  of  money  and  out  of 
mind  a  large  slice  of  his  faith  in  human  nature, 
but  then  even  he  is  richer  in  experience.— From  a 
Wisconsin  paper. 


Motor-Car  Risks. 

What  nice  lively  risks  motor-cars  are.  A  friend 
of  mine,  manager  of  a  leading  office  here,  issued  a 
policy  for  £700  upon  a  motor-car  rate,  two  guineas 
per  cent.  The  owner  and  his  wife  were  going  for  a 
ride,  and  had  just  taken  their  seats  when,  before  it 
had  even  moved,  the  car  became  a  sheet  of  flame. 
No  efforts  of  the  grooms  near  made  any  impression 
on  the  fire,  and  in  a  few  minutes  nothing  was  left 
except  a  barrow-load  of  old  metal.  Fortunately, 
no  one  was  injured.  Five  hundred  pounds  was  ac- 
cepted in  settlement  of  the  damage.  Again,  only 
recently,  a  motor-car  was  being  driven  from  Har- 
rogate to  Leeds.  Half-way  on  the  road  a  pair  of 
nervous  horses  were  met,  and  the  car  driver  had 
reason  to  rapidly  apply  his  brakes,  when  over  went 
the  car  into  a  ditch.  The  petrol  at  once  fired  and 
in  an  instant  the  whole  was  a  mass  of  flame.  The 
owner  of  the  vehicle  was  standing  near,  an  inter- 
ested spectator,  watching  his  £500  motor  getting 
into  less  room,  when  a  party  of  excursionists  came 
up.    "  How  much  will  any  man  give  for  the  motor- 


car?" said  the  proprietor,  "  I  dare  give  tha'  seven- 
and-a-tanner"  said  one  man  braver  than  the  rest. 
"  Done:"'  said  the  owner,  "  it's  yours."  The  three 
half  crowns  were  handed  over  and  the  gentleman 
at  once  returned  on  foot  to  Harrogate,  leaving  the 
new  owner  in  possession  of  a  mass  of  tangle  and 
red-hot  metal.  Quite  apart  from  the  hazard, 
nothing  could  be  more  unsatisfactory  to  insure, 
because  upon  the  slightest  accident  by  fire  to  a 
good  motor-car  the  whole  has  generally  to  be  re- 
turned to  the  makers,  frequently  in  Paris;  and, 
what  with  the  monopoly,  the  delicacy  and  skill  of 
workmanship  necessary,  together  with  the  high 
rates  of  such  labor,  etc.,  etc.,  the  bill  generally 
works  out  to  about  the  price  of  an  entirely  new 
vehicle.— The  Norwich  Union. 


Town   Property  Insttred  in  a  Busted  Mutual. 

The  city  council  of  Marshall,  Mich.,  insured  its 
buildings  for  $3,0G0  in  the  Merchants'  Mutual  In- 
surance Company  of  that  city  and  is  now  called 
upon  to  pay  an  assessment  to  meet  the  unpaid 
claims  of  the  mutual  which  went  into  the  hands  of 
a  receiver  in  1897.  The  city  objects  to  the  assess- 
ment on  the  ground  that  it  is  much  larger  than 
necessary  to  meet  the  liabilities  of  the  company. 
The  attorney  for  the  receiver  stated  before  the 
council  that  he  had  been  instructed  by  the  insur- 
ance commissioner  to  make  the  assessment  large 
enough  to  produce  an  amount  double  the  liabilities 
of  the  company,  so  as  to  allow  for  any  loss  from 
members  who  conld  not  be  collected  from.  The 
receiver  however  had  contented  himself  with 
levying  an  assessment  for  $16,000  to  cover  liabili- 
ties of  $11,000.  The  attorney  stated  further  that, 
as  there  was  little  hope  of  collecting  the  full 
amount  of  the  assessments,  there  would  not  be  any 
likelihood  that  those  who  paid  the  assessment  in 
full  would  receive  any  part  of  it  back.  The  council 
came  to  no  decision  in  the  matter. — The  Investiga- 
tor. 

Manager  W.  H.  Cunningham, 

Among  the  noble  spirits  that  have  honored  the 
fire  insurance  business,  it  can  be  said  with  all  sin- 
cerity that  never  a  better  heart  pulsated  than  that 
of  W.  H.  Cunningham.  Lovable,  generous,  com- 
panionable, he  is  a  rare  character,  and  in  the  mad 
whirl  of  business  this  gentleman  has  been  as  a 
blooming  flower  or  a  ray  of  sunshine  to  cheer  and 
encourage.— The  Western  Underwriter. 

We  cannot  say  what  our  contemporary  has  said 
in  the  foregoing  as  well  as  it  has  said  it,  but  we 
can  and  do  say  a  hearty  amen.  It  is  handsomely 
said  and  those  who  have  the  pleasure  of  knowing 
W.  H.  Cunningham  know  how  true  it  is.  A  gentle- 
man who  even  refuses  your  requests  so  that  you  go 
out  almost  forgetting  that  you  have  been  refused,  it 
has  been  done  so  courteously— such  a  gentleman  is 
VV.  H.  Cunningham.— Philadelphia  Intelligencer. 


It   wasn't   the   sound   of    breaking-   China, 
after  all. 
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Casualty  and  Fidelity  Notes. 
Pkeferred    Accident— large    gains 
in  assets,  reserve  and    net    surplus    since 
January  1. 

Fidelity  &  Casualty— large  gains 
in  assets,  reserve  and  net  surplus  since 
January  1. 

The  General  Accident  of  Philadelphia 
having  increased  its  capital  to  $200,000  it 
should  come  to  California,  where  there  is 
a  crying  need  for  another  accident  com- 
pany. 

In  one  year  7,123  persons  were  killed 
and  44,620  were  injured  by  railway  acci- 
dents in  the  United  States.  Of  those, 
2,120  fatalities  and  34,923  injuries  were 
among  railway  employes.  The  number 
of  passengers  killed  was  239,  and  the  num- 
ber injured  was  3,442 — increased  numbers. 
One  out  of  evei'y  420  employes  was  killed, 
and  one  out  of  every  27  was  injured.  One 
passenger  was  killed  for  every  2,189,023 
carried,  and  one  was  injured  for  every 
151,998  carried. 

The  Michigan  insurance  commissioner 
says: 

"  Several  classes  of  casualty  insurance  are, 
in  the  nature  of  their  business,  of  such  a 
character  that  the  liability  under  their  poli- 
cies is  never  known  except  at  the  end  of  liti- 
j^ation.  This  is  sometimes  several  j-ears  and 
for  this  reason  the  estimates  and  statements 
of  a  large  portion  of  the  liabilities  is  left  to 
the  judgment  and  discretion  of  some  one  or 
more  of  the  company's  officers,  who,  anxious 
to  make  as  strong  and  successful  a  showing  to 
the  public  and  directors  as  possible,  are  too 
often  tempted  to  yield  judgment  to  pei'sonal 
feelings  and  place  far  too  small  an  estimate 
of  the  liabilities  on  account  of  contested 
claims.  The  establishment  of  a  standard  for 
the  test  of  solvency  should  never  be. left  to 
those  personally  interested  in  the  results.  It 
places  the  careful,  conservative  companj-  and 
the  vast  interests  of  the  insuring  public  too 
much  at  the  mercy  of  the  speculator." 

The  Employeus  Liability  is  doing  a  health 
business. 

Emploteks'  Liability — large  gains  in  as- 
sets, reserve  and  surplus,  since  January  1. 

A  STEAM-BOiLEPv  explodcs,  on  the  average, 
every  day  in  this  country. 


The  Adams  Expi-ess  Co.  pays  a  $15,000  pre- 
mium yearly  for  fidelity  insurance. 

The  Metropolitan  Accident  of  Chicago  and 
the  Continental  of  Detroit  will  probably  con- 
solidate. 

It  is  said  that  automatic  couplers  and  air- 
brakes have  not  materially  reduced  railway 
employes'  accidents. 

CnitisTiAN  Science  risks  are  on  the  prohib- 
ited list  of  the  Fidelity  &  Casualty.  The 
argument  is  that  recovery  is  longer. 

The  Masons  Fratei-nal  of  Massachusetts 
pays  no  hunting  accident  claims.  What  if 
the  insured  were  hunting  for  burglars  ? 

The  New  Amsterdam  has  wisely  dropped 
burglary  business.  It  has  been  writing  it  at 
cut  rates  and  has  had  an  unfavorable  experi- 
ence. 

The  Fidelity  &  Casualty  will  not  hereafter 
■  write  policies  on  painted   glass.     The  paint 
holds  heat,  and  sudden  temperatux'e  changes 
break  the  glass. 

Whekev'ek  there  are  race  tracks,  poolrooms, 
bucket-shops  and  gambling  dens,  there  will 
be  embezzlements,  breaches  of  trust,  or  steal- 
ing of  employers'  money. 

The  Employers  Liability'  Assurance  Cor- 
poration has  changed  its  name  to  the  Em- 
ployers Liability  and  Guarantee  Assurance 
Company,  which  is  a  more  expressive  title. 

Embezzlements  are  increasing.  Better 
seek  the  protection  of  fidelity  insurance.  The 
man  whom  the  fidelity  companies  will  not 
guarantee  is  the  man  who  should  be  dis- 
charged. 

A  teamster  in  California  tried  to  drive 
under  a  limb  of  a  tree.  •  As  he  stooped,  the 
horses  started  suddenly  and  violently,  ard 
the  man  was  crushed  to  death  between  the 
limb  and  the  wagon  seat. 

The  Maryland  Casualty  has  been  sued  by 
its  St.  Paul  agents  for  alleged  "gross  viola- 
tion of  contracts"  on  a  25  percent,  commis- 
sion basis.  The  amount  sought  is  $(3,303,  com- 
missions on  business  in  "lopped  off"  territory'. 

A  LOADED  rifle  was  put  on  a  box.  It  fell 
and  was  discharged,  the  ball  piercing  the 
body  of  the  hunter.  This  was  in  Salinas,  Cal. 
Whoever  hunts  should  carry  with  his  gun  a 
safety  accident  policy.  Another  California 
hunter  has  just  been  accidentally  shot  while 
climbing  a  hill,  gun  in  hand.     He  slipped. 
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Where  is  W.  P.  Lathrop,  formerly  of  Pen- 
dleton, Or  ? 

The  Fidelity  &  Casualty  gained  $226,455 
in  assets  in  six  mouths. 

Health  policies  are  now  written  by  the 
Employers  Liability,  of  which  C.  J.  Okell  is 
Coast  manager. 

The  ^tna  Life  recently  paid  a  health 
claim  in  the  sum  of  $567.85— believed  to  be  the 
largest  on  record. 

The  U.  S.  Casualtj-  will  withdraw  its 
"peerless"  policy,  which  sells  at  $20,  said  to 
be  "too  liberal  for  safety." 

A  nymph  du  pave  in  Cincinnati,  arrested, 
was  indignant  because  her  " insurers"  did 
not  appear  with  attorney's  and  bonds.  She 
declares  that  there  is  a  company  which  in- 
sured her  for  a  premium,  guai'anteeing  her 
bonds,  release  from  dui-ance  vile  pending 
trial,  c^nd  also  free  of  charge  the  services  of  a 
competent  attorney. 

Germany  is  responsible  for  insurance  postal 
cards.  Anybody  receiving  such  a  missive 
through  the  post  is  insured  for  thirty  days 
against  accidents  which  may  befall  him  while 
traveling  by  rail,  coach,  streetcar,  'bus  or 
other  vehicle  anywhere  in  Europe.  In  case 
of  mere  injury,  $2.50  a  week  is  paid  for  two 
months,  while,  in  the  event  of  death,  the 
legal  heir  receives  $250. 

A  MoNTii'.s  Embezzlements.  — Press  reports 
and  dispatches  during  the  month  of  June, 
1900,  as  collated  by  the  Fidelity  and  Casualty 
Company  of  New  York,  indicate  defalcations 
as  under : 

Federal  and  State $31,708.00 

Municipal '. 82,479.00 

Transportation  companies   .       .   .      1,974.00 

Benevolent  associations 2,344.00 

Savings  and  building  &  loan  as'so's  36,963.00 

Court    trusts 74,209.00 

Commerciarcorporulions  and  firms  296,627.00 
Miscellaneous 9,853.00 

Total $536,157.00 

Insurance  against  burglary  (says  an  English 
authority)  is  of  comparatively  recent  date. 
The  first  policy  was  effected  in  1SS9  in  Scot- 
land;  next  year,  it  took  two  months  to  get 
the  first  policy,  which  was  for  ten  shillings. 
Now  all  classes  insure  for  this  risk.  One  com- 
pany of  several  which  take  this  class  of  busi- 
ness has  over  70,000  policies  in  force,  and 
settles  some  thousand  claims  everj^  year. 
The  biggest  claim  ever  dealt  with  was  that 
in  connection  with  the  daring  burglary  at   a 


jeweler's  at  the  end  of  1898,  when  the  shop 
was  entered  on  a  Saturday  afternoon  and 
thousands  of  pounds  worth  of  goods  stolen. 
The  claim  was  for  £10,000,  and  was  settled 
for  £7,500. 


Population  of  Large  American  Cities. 

The    thirty    lai'gest    American    cities    and 
their  population  are  as  follows  : 

Greater  New   York,  including  New 

York  and  Brooklyn 3,437,263 

Chicago 1,698,575 

Philadelphia 1,293,697 

St.  Louis 575,238 

Boston 560,892 

Baltimore .508,597 

Cleveland 381,768 

Buffalo 352,218 

San  Francisco 342,782 

Cincinnati 325,902 

Pittsburg 321,616 

New  Orleans  .    .           287,104 

Detroit 285,704 

Milwaukee 285,318 

Washington     .           278,718 

Newark .  246,070 

Jersey  City 206,433 

Louisville      204,731 

Minneapolis 202,718 

Providence 175,597 

Indianapolis 169,164 

Kansas  City     163,752 

St.  Paul 163,632 

Rochester 162,435 

Denver 133,859 

Toledo 131,822 

Allegheny 129,396 

Columbus 125,560 

Omaha 102,555 

Total 13,243,515 


Royal  Arcanum's 

Mortality  Experience. 

The  table  is  compiled  from  the  annual  report 

of  the  order.     The  figures 

show 

the  number 

of  members  at   the 

ages  g 

iveu  for  the  years 

named :  . 

Ages.            1895. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898.     1899. 

25 yrsor  under  9,035 

9,949 

8,895 

7,107    7,259 

30yrs    :    .    .    .    5,091 

5,831 

5,774 

5,201    5,081 

35yrs    ....    6,768 

7,3.50 

7,134 

6,376    6,587 

40yrs    ....    6,205 

6,616 

7,146 

6,918    7,078 

45yrs    ....    5,199 

5,603 

5,535 

5,661     5,873 

55yrs    ....    2,.592 

2,777 

3,019 

3,194    3,459 

60  yrsor  over    7,091 

8,179 

9,300 

10,502  11,871 

—Insurance  Press. 
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The  Frankfort  Sues  for  Alleged  Conspiracy. 

Suit  for  $500,000  alleged  damages  was 
begun  in  a  Denver  court  on  August  29,  by 
the  Frankfort  Marine,  Accident  and  Plate 
Glass  Insurance  Co.,  against  the  London 
Guarantee  and  Accident  Co.,  and  its  Colo- 
rado general  agent,  Thomas  F.  Daly, 
and  Wm.  C.  Austin,  recently  employed 
by  the  Colorado  state  insurance  depart- 
ment. It  is  charged  that  the  defendants 
entered  into  a  conspiracy  to  injure  the 
Frankfort,  by  filing  slanderous  and  li- 
belous false  statements  with  the  insurance 
department,  and  inducing  the  deputy  su- 
perintendent to  employ  Wm.  C.  Austin 
as  confidential  clerk.  The  fact  of  his  pre- 
vious employment  by  Daly,  it  is  stated, 
was  concealed.  Austin's  unfavorable  re- 
port was  not  printed  by  the  department, 
and  he  caused  himself  to  be  interviewed 
by  a  newspaper,  which  printed  the  sub- 
tance  of  his  findings.  It  is  further, 
charged  that  Daly  and  his  company 
caused  a  so-called  special  examiner's  re- 
port on  the  Frankfort  to  be  printed  in 
Denver  and  circulated  throughout  the 
United  States  ;  and  this  document  pur- 
ported to  be  a  report  in  behalf  of  the  in- 
surance department  of  the  state  of  Colo- 
rado. 

If  the  evidence  bears  out  these  charges, 
it  will  be  difficult  for  the  defendants  to 
escape  a  verdict  against  them  for  damages 
in  a  large  sum. 


United  States   Mutual   Accident  Assessments. 

Our  older  readers  will  recall  the  United 
States  Mutual  Accident  Association  of 
New  York.  For  a  time  it  "cut  quite  a 
swath"  out  here  on  the  Coast.  The  Coast 
Review  had  a  good  deal  to  say  about  it, 
and  the  public  was  warned  against  the 
big  accident  co-operative.  Theoretically, 
accident  insurance  can  be  successfully 
written  on  the  co-operative  plan,  since 
the  liability  expires  within  the  year. 
Practically,  however,  the  premium  must 
be  fixed,  and  be  fortified  with  capital. 
The  assessment  accident  association  is 
doomed  to  failure. 

The  United  States  Mutual  Accident  As- 
sociation is  dead,  but  the  receiver  is  alive 


and  active.  He  was  appointed  on  May 
15,  1895.  He  found  $450,000  unpaid  claims 
and  "scarcely  any  assets." 

Receiver  Gray  has  since  "almost  con- 
tinually been  seeking  authoritative  legal 
decision  as  to  the  liability  of  the  mem- 
bers."  The  case  of  the  receiver  against 
Haviland,  in  the  supreme  court  of  New 
York,  he  says  affirms  the  liability  of  the 
member  for  the  amount  of  the  last  assess- 
ment before  he  ceased  to  be  a  member. 
This  is  undoubtedly  good  law,  but  un- 
fortunately for  claimants  it  is  almost  im- 
possible to  collect  by  law  the  nunierous 
small  amounts  making  up  such  assess- 
ments. Members  of  assessment  compa- 
nies should  never  depend  on  the  "pocket 
reserve"  for  the  payment  of  mortality  or 
disability  claims. 

The  liability  exists,  and  the  litigation 
is  annoying  at  least.  To  the  property- 
holder  it  is  expensive.  As  a  rule,  in 
these  cases,  the  receiver  relies  on  threats. 
If  the  member  neglects  or  refuses  to  pay, 
the  matter  is  dropped.  It  doesn't  pay  to 
sue,  unless  property  is  in  sight.  The  i*e- 
ceiver  usually  collects  enough  to  pay  his 
salary  at  least;  but  from  the  beginning 
the  case  of  the  claimants  is  hopeless. 

The  legal  obligation  to  pay  assessments 
is  clear;  the  moral  obligation  we  shall 
not  discuss. 

A  southern  Ca'.ifornian  writes: 

"I  have  just  received  from  Receiver  Gray  a 

bill  for  $8.00,  being  my  proportion  of  assess- 
ment due  to  the  United  States  Mutual  Acci- 
dent Association.  I  held  a  policy  in  that  com- 
pany over  five  .years  ago,  for  the  period  of 
three  months  only ;  but  not  likiug  the  com- 
pany I  dropped  it. 

"I  never  did  like  assessment  insurance ;  but 
at  the  time  it  was  represented  to  me  not  to 
be  an  assessment  company.  I  paid  one  sum 
in  advance  for  the  three  months  insurance." 

What  a  striking  commentary  on  assess- 
ment insurance!  A  member  for  three 
months  only,  and  five  yeai-s  later  he  is 
assessed  to  pay  a  claim  five  years  old. 
Receiving  alleged  mutual  benefits,  he  had 
ignorantly  assumed  mutual  liabilities 
which,  in  the  shape  of  a  constable,  pur- 
sue him  down  the  corridors  of  time. 
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Chinaman's  Idea, 
A  sickly  looking-  Clunaman,  sunken  of 
cheek  and  feeble  of  step,  tottered  into  the 
office  of  a  life  insurance  company.  He 
sank  into  the  proffered  seat,  and  drew 
forth  a  policy  on  his  life.  "Me  want  in- 
slulance  money,"  he  said:  "me  half  dead 
— pay  me  half  inslulance. "  And  when  he 
departed,  without  the  expected  coin,  his 
expression  of  disgust  seemed  to  say  that 
life  insurance  was  "one  heap  dam  Melican 
flaud."  Of  coui'se  this  story  is  a  chest- 
nut; hut  it  is  about  time  it  should  I'e- 
appear.  

Mosquito  Bite. 
An  accident  company  was  recently 
called  upon  to  pay,  under  its  liberal  con- 
tract, twice  for  the  ill  effects  of  the  same 
mosquito  bite.  The  first  bite  was  so 
poisonous  that  the  policyholder  was  laid 
up  for  several  weeks.  He  drew  his  weekly 
indemnity.  When  the  disability  was 
over,  and  the  policyholder  had  returned 
to  work,  the  scab  of  the  original  bite  was 
pierced  by  a  second  mosquito  bite.  Blood- 
poisoning  again  followed.  The  policy- 
holder prevented  a  recurrence  of  the  acci- 
dent by  submitting  to  amputation  of  the 
afflicted  arm.  The  liberal  accident  insur- 
ance company,  which  had  previously 
paid  indemnity  for  disability,  then  paid  a 
large  proportion  of  the  principal  sum  as- 
sured for  the  loss  of  the  arm. 


Life  Notes. 

The  Phcenix  Mutual  Life  goes  on 
a  3  per  cent,  interest  basis  on  January  1. 

Fraternal  insurance  orders,  accord- 
ing to  the  ruling  of  Commissioner  Wilson 
of  the  internal  revenue  department,  must 
pay  eight  cents  on  every  $100  insurance 
written  since  July  1,  1898.  The  govern- 
ment will  have  an  interesting  time  collect- 
ing the  tax. 

The  code  commissioners  of  California 
propose  an  alteration — 

Exempting  from  execution  the  proceeds  of 
a  life  insurance  in  the  hands  of  the  benefi- 
ciary, whether  the  insui-ance  was  effected  on 
his  life  or  that  of  another,  and  providing  that 
when  the  annual  premiums  exceed  §500,  the 


exemption  shall  be  of  such  portion  as  might 
have  been  obtained  by  the  payment  of  that 
sum. 

Among  recent  claims  paid  by  the  New 
York  Life  in  this  field  were:  G.  H.  Sachs, 
Blocks;  James  C.  Markwell,  Weaverville;  , 
John  C.  Eastman,  San  Luis  Obispo;  A. 
H.  Field,  Haywards;  H.  C.  Wyshom, 
Berkeley;  C.  H.  De  Long,  San  Jose;  H. 
C.  Malcolm,  Long  Beach;  Simon  Solo- 
mon, S.  F. ;  all  in  California;  C.  J.  Loss, 
Casa  Granda,  Arizona;  J.  D.  Hunter, 
Moscow,  Idaho;  S.  H.  Adler,  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah;  H.  V.  Cassaday,  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant, Utah;  W.  H.  Primrose,  Pt.  Blake- 
ley,  Wash. 

Mortality  among  British  policyholders  in 
the  Boer  war  has  been  nearly  8  per  cent.  The 
war  premium  was  only  5  per  cent. 

The  German  government  has  asked  the  life 
ofBces  to  desist  from  raising  the  premiums  in 
case  of  military  service  in  defense  of  the 
Fatherland  or  elsewhere. 

The  National  Life's  special  agent  at 
Sioux  City,  la.,  George  Ellis,  who  died  re- 
cently, was  the  playmate  of  Cecil  Rhodes,  and 
was  planning  to  oi'ganize  a  life  company  in  the 
Transvaal. 

A  NEW  guaranteed  investment  policy  has 
been  issued  by  the  Hartford  Life.  The  re- 
serve is  under  the  control  of  the  policyholder, 
and  is  a  3  per  cent,  compound  interest  invest- 
ment. It  can  be  withdrawn  at  any  time  after 
three  years. 

The  Monumental  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
Company  of  Baltimore  has  been  incorporated 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000,  in  shares  of 
iflOO  each.  The  new  venture  will  load  itself 
up  with  the  assets  and  liabilities  of  the  Order 
of  the  Iron  Hall  of  Baltimore,  whose  mem- 
bers, indeed,  are  the  stockholders  of  the 
Monumental.  We  hope  this  will  not  be  a  case 
of  Monumental  folly. 

From  the  Elizabethtown  (N.  M.)  Mines: 
Dave  J.  Leahy,  of  Raton,  and  H.  J.  Emerson 
of  Albuquerque,  were  in  camp  the  fore  part  of 
the  week.  They  represent  The  Mutual  Life 
Insurance  Co.,  of  New  York.  They  do  say: 
that  these  two  gentlemen  are  the  best  single 
handed  talkers  now  let  loose  on  a  confiding 
public.  Cripples  are  left  all  along  the  line  of 
their  travels  and  they  have  succeeded  beyond 
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their  most  sanguine  expectations   in   talking 
off  the  ai'ms  of  their  victims. 


Right  to  Contract  as  the  Parties  See  Fit. 

Rife  vs.  Union  Central  Life  Insurance 
Company,  S.  F.  1347.  Department  Two, 
Cal.  S    C.     Reversed,  August  7,  1900. 

Rife,  the  insured,  died  while  in  default 
for  non-payment  of  premium  on  his  pol- 
icy,  but  his  death  occurred  at  'a  time 
within  which  term  insurance  for  the  full 
amount  of  the  policy  (if  he  was  entitled 
to  term  insurance)  would  have  been  in 
force.  Plaintiff's  action  is  founded  on  a 
construction  of  the  policy  which  entitles 
her  to  avail  herself  of  such  term  insur- 
ance, and  in  this  view  she  prevailed  in 
the  trial  court. 

As  section  450  C.  C.  did  not  become  an 
essential  and  non-waivable  part  of  the 
contract  by  operation  of  law,  it  became 
possible  for  the  parties  to  contract  as 
they  saw  fit.  It  was  competent  for  all 
the  parties  in  interest,  with  the  assent 
of  the  assured,  to  waive  or  modify  any 
of  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  policy, 
and  they  bound  themselves  in  the  note 
g-iven  to  secure  the  loan  made  on  the 
security  of  the  policy  by  the  distinct  con- 
dition that  the  provisions  in  the  policy 
providing  for  the  issue  of  a  paid-up  or 
a  term  policy  should  become  null  and 
void  if  the  premiums  were  not  paid  as 
they  became  due. 


The  Connecticut  Mutual  Life  is 
an  ideal  policyholders'  company,  espe- 
cially in  its  defence  of  their  interests 
when  assailed  by  swindlers.  The  greatest 
life  insurance  crime  of  the  century,  in- 
volving murder  and  wholesale  perjury, 
is  the  Hillmon  claim,  which  has  been  in 
litigation  a  quarter  of  a  century.  The 
facts  are  too  well  known  to  be  repeated 
here.  The  evidence  of  fraud  was  over- 
whelming, and  all  the  companies  on  the 
risk — who  was  a  poor  man  unable  to  pay 
the  premiums  for  a  large  amount  of  insur- 
ance— refused  payment  and  resisted  the 
claim  of  the  alleged  widow  for  many 
years.  But  thoy  reckoned  without  a  host 
of  jurymen.  Appeals  and  new  trials  fol- 
lowed in  tedious  succession  through   the 


years.  There  was  never  any  trouble  to 
find  attorneys  ready  to  prosecute  the 
fraudulent  claim  on  a  contingent.  The 
beneficiary  has  long  been  a  figure-head. 
The  influence  of  a  corrupt  insurance  de- 
partment was  brought  to  bear.  The 
New  York  Life  "fell  down',';  other  com- 
panies grew  weary  of  the  great  fight 
against  fraud,  with  prejudiced  jurors  as 
referees:  and  last  month  the  Mutual  Life, 
whose  attorneys  are  said  to  have  been 
"caught  napping,"  threw  up  the  sponge. 
The  Connecticut  Mutual  is,  we  believe,  the 
only  company  which  still  refuses  to  com- 
promise with  crime.  Therefore  great 
honor  to  it!  We  hope  that  this  sturdy 
defender  of  the  right  will  be  able  to  find 
sufficient  legal  grounds  foi"  continuing  its 
pi'aisewoi'thy  fight  in  defence  of  its  jjolicy- 
holders'  money. 


Lien  Plan  Not  a  Success. 

An  experiment  has  been  made  in  assess- 
ment life  insurance,  whereby  it  has  been 
sought  to  transform  assessment  or  stipu- 
lated premium  associations  into  old  line 
legal  reserve  companies.  It  is  known  as 
the  lien  plan,  whereby  the  unpaid  reserve 
"in  the  pocket"  is  computed  and  put  in 
the  form  of  a  note  with  interest.  The 
member  is  asked  to  give  the  note  for  the 
required  reserve,  which  is  to  be  a  lien  on 
the  policj^  and  is  to  be  treated  as  an  asset. 
Two  or  three  assessment  companies  have 
been  thus  transformed  into  old  liners,  ac- 
tual or  potential,  and  the  experiment  has 
been  observed  with  much  interest.  In 
one  large  and  important  case,  however, 
failure  has  followed.  The  Northwestern 
Life  Assurance  Co.  of  Chicago,  composed 
of  several  assessment  associations,  has 
been  obliged  to  re-insure  its  "lien"  mem- 
bers and  go  into  a  receiver's  hands  for  the 
liquidation  of  that  portion  of  its  business 
which  declined  to  swallow  the  baited 
"legal  reserve"  hook. 


In  an  address  before  the  Actuarial  Soci- 
ety of  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  Manager 
Bi'own  of  the  Sickness,  Accident  and  Life 
Association,  in  referring  to  the  work  which 
has  been  done  in  the  mattei-of  computing 
sickness  insurance  tables  from  the  experi- 
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ences  of  the  Friendly  Societies,  the  first 
of  which  were  founded  in  1687,  stated  that 
the  section  of  the  tables  devoted  to  the 
subject  of  sickness  insurance  of  women 
shows  that  the  experience  on  lives  of 
women  has  been  very  unfavorable  as  com- 
pared with  the  experience  on  lives  of  men 
in  such  societies  as  have  insured  both. 


The  Home  Insurance  Company  of  New  York. 
The  ninety-fourth  semi-annual  figures 
of  the  Home  Insurance  Company  of  New 
York  are  second  to  none  in  interest  to 
the  average  insurance  man.  The  half- 
year  was  not  at  all  favorable  to  fire  insur- 
ance generally,  as  everybody  knew,  and 
it  would  therefore  not  have  been  surpris- 
ing had  the  Home  shown  no  gains  since 
the  first  of  the  year.  But  on  comparing 
the  ninety-fourth  with  the  ninety-third 
semi-annual  statement  we  find  gains  in 
assets,  reinsurance  reserve  and  net  sur- 
plus. 

The  chief  semi-annual  ! figures  are  as 
follows: 

Assets .fl2,S82,086 

Liabilities — 
Reserve   premium   fund  .     4,419,734 
Reserve   for  unpaid   losses 
and  claims 664,5.35 

15,084,289 
Surplus  to  policyholders     .    .    7,797,816 

Cash  capital 3,000,000 

Net  surplus 4,797,816 

The  assets  gained  $73,690,  the  reinsur- 
ance reserve  gained  $88,661,  and  there 
was  an  inci"ease  of  $165,880  in  net  surplus. 
These  figures  indicate  new  business  and  a 
favorable  experience. 

The  Home  is  a  very  successful  company. 
For  a  number  of  years  past  it  has  been 
steadily  advancing  in  assets  and  surplus 
funds.  It  writes  an  exceedingly  large 
business  in  the  Pacific  West,  where  it  has 
a  numerous  and  able  field  force. 


The  discussion  of  consequential  dam- 
age clauses  and  their  possible  effect  on 
standard  policies  is  growing  quite  warm 
in  Eastern  circles.  In  Chicago  many  un- 
derwriters take  the  position  that  the  un- 
ion's clause  had  the  effect   of  opening  up 


claims  for  consequential  damages  on  othe 
issues  than  packing-houses,  and  believed 
it  to  be  most  dangerous.  Others  hold  that 
while  the  form  hitherto  in  use  never  con- 
templated that  any  number  of  warehouses 
might  be  made  dependent  upon  one  cold- 
storage  plant,  yet  as  it  was  dependent, 
the  companies  were  strictly  liable.  The 
Chicago  Underwriter's  Association  has 
recently  come  out  with  a  clause  covering 
the  hazard,  which  has  met  with  the 
hearty  approval  of  the  packers  generally, 
who  are  now  contriving  two  sources  of 
supply  to  their  warehouses,  so  that  loss 
from  the  withdrawal  of  cold  air  by  the 
destruction  of  a  single  plant  is  reduced  to 
a  minimum.  Similar  action  has  been, 
taken  by  the  Philadelphia  Underwriter's 
Association. 

Assessment  Insurance. 

THE  ILLINOIS  INSURANCE  SUPERINTENDENT  CON- 
DEMNS   IT. 

The  system  of  assessment  insurance  has 
rapidly  declined  during-  the  past  few  years. 
This  fact  was  emphasized  during  the  past 
year  by  the  discontinuance  of  thirteen  com- 
panies from  business  in  this  state,  three  of 
which  reinsured  in  other  companies,  and  five 
of  which  changed  to  the  legal  reserve  system. 
Many  of  those  which  are  still  doing  business 
have  found  it  necessary  to  readjust  and  in- 
crease their  rates,  or 

LEVY    SPECIAL   EXTRA    ASSESSMENTS, 

and  others  have  adopted  the  full  standard 
legal  reserve  rates  and  have  undertaken  to 
change  old  policies  to  this  plan  of  charging 
the  rates  corresponding  to  age  at  original 
entry  and  taking  from  the  policyholders  notes 
to  cover  the  required  reserve  which  become 
liens  on  the  policies  and  reduce  the  benefits 
in  case  of  death  by  the  amount  of  such  notes. 
This  system,  which  in  its  inception  boldly 
ignored  the  laws  of  mortality  as  deduced  from 
the  experience  of  long  established  companies, 
has  produced  the 

PREDICTED    RESULTS 

and  is  being  abandoned  by  many  who  were 
among  its  early  advocates  and  supporters. 
The  present  conditions  which  prevail  in 
this  branch  of  the  business  and  the  difficulty 
of  properly  dealing  with  companies  which  are 
either 
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IN    FACT    INSOLVENT 

or  rapidly  tending  to  insolvency,  though  not 
technically  insolvent  under  the  statute, 
urgently  call  for  a  change  and  amendment  of 
the  law  of  this  state  governing  and  regula- 
ting companies  of  this  character. 

FKATERNAL    INSUKANCE. 

These  remarks  are  equallj'  applicable  for 
fi'aternal  societies.  An  examination  of  the 
financial  condition  of  several  societies  doing 
business  in  Illinois  will  show  that  the 

DEATH  LOSSES    UNPAID 

equal  the  amount  of  assessments  that  will  be 
collected  from  four  to  six  months,  according 
to  their  last  year's  business. 

An  examination  of  the  financial  condition 
of  the  societies  incorporated  during  the  last 
few  years  will  show  that  very  few  of  them 
have  made  any  material  growth,  while  a 
large  portion  of  them  have 

FALLEN    BELOW 

(in  regard  to  membership)  the  number  that 
is  required  to  organize  a  new  society. 

One  of  the  chief  causes  for  the  latter  is  that 
a  large  number  of  the  members  do  not  join  a 
society  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  up  their 
membership,  but  in  order 

TO   ASSIST    SOME   FRIEND 

who  is  attempting  to  organize  a  society. 
Their  membership  lasts  only  as  long  as  the 
advance  assessment  will  carry  them,  which 
is  usually  about  one  month. 

The  law  should  compel  a  society  to  pay  all 
losses  within  a  reasonable  time,  not  to  exceed 
ninety  days  after  accepting  proofs  of  death. — 
Jas.  R.  B.  Van  Cleave,  Ins.  Supt.,  Illinois. 


Life  Insurance  Creed. 

Third  Vice-President  Darwin  P.  Kingsley 
of  the  New  York  Life,  has  supplied  his  agents 
in  a  recent  circular  letter  with  the  following 
"Confession  of  Faith." 

"I  believe  the  supreme  duty  of  every  man 
is  to  pay  his  debts  —  and  the  chief  debt  of 
every  man  is  to  his  wife  and  children. 

"I  believe  that  true  joy  always  means  re- 
sponsibility, and  as  no  joy  can  be  like  that 
which  surrounds  a  cradle,  so  no  responsibility 
can  be  equal  to  that  which  surrounds  the 
grave. 

"I  believe  that  the  man  who  dies  leaving 
a  wife  helpless  and  children  defenseless  gen- 
erally deserves  in  the  hereafter  all  that  the 
most  orthodox  could  desire. 

"I  believe  that  the  man  who  is  in  debt  is 


not  free,  and  the  title  deed  to  true  freedom  is 
a  good  life  insurance  policy. 

"I  believe  that  the  obligation  to  pay  a  life 
insurance  premium  has  the  same  moral  effect 
on  a  man's  self-respect  that  the  right  to  vote 
has  on  a  boy  becoming  twenty-one. 

"I  believe  in  the  brotherhood  of  all  men 
without  regard  to  race  or  creed ;  but  the 
right  to  brotherhood  must  also  be  paid  for. 

"I  believe  in  the  trinity  of  a  man,  a  sweet- 
heart and  a  life  insurance  policy. 

"I  believe  that  life  insurance  is  a  new  evan- 
gel—  whose  creed  is  self  respect,  whose  church 
is  the  heart  of  man. 

"I  believe  in  the  immortality  of  all  effort 
directed  toward  the  protection  of  the  help- 
less, through  its  resurrection  in  memory  and 
in  better  men,  and  in  the  eternal  progress  of 
humanity. "  

Mortality  Experience  of  an  A.  O.  U.  W. 
State  Lodge. 

The  Massachusetts  lodge  of  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workingmen  has  recently 
prepared  a  valuable  table  fi'om  its  experience, 
which  shows  very  clearly  the  great  difference 
in  cost  per  $1,000  between  young  men  and  old 
men.  We  give  this  table  from  ages  ^'5  to  69, 
as  follows : 

Ages  in      Members      Deaths        Cost 
Groups.     Jan.  1,  1900.    in  1899.     per  $1,000. 
25  to  29              4,714  17  $  8.00 
30  to  34               8,743            35  8.66 
35  to  39             11,404            46  S.40 
40  to  44             12,300            57              10.00 
45  to  49               9,347            94             20.00 
50  to  54               6,156            72             24.00 
55  to  59              3,675            64             36.00 
60  to  64               1,173            35             66.00 
65  to  69                  170            10             94.00 
This  is  one  of  the  lai-gest  of  the  state  lodges 
of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  its  experience  may 
reasonably  be  accepted  as  a  fair  sample  of  the 
common  experience.     It  will  be   seen  by   the 
above   table  that  the   mortality  cost  in   this 
order  has  been  fully  equal  to  and   in  some 
cases  in  excess  of  the  actuary's  table  of  mor- 
tality   which     the  fraternals    have    always 
claimed  wasabout20  per  cent  too  high.— Mone- 
tary Times.            

Where  insurance  company  places  it  beyond 
its  power  to  collect  premium  notes  in  which 
an  agent  has  an  interest,  it  is  estopped  to 
deny  liability  for  commission  on  the  ground 
that  the  maker  of  the  note  is  insolvent. 


It  is  easier  to  cut  rates  than  to  cut  claims. 
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Marine  Notes. 

The  May  Flint,  meeting  no  tug,  sailed  into 
San  Francisco  harbor  in  the  midst  of  the  semi- 
centennial naval  parade.  She  struck  the  ram 
of  the  battleship  Iowa,  and  sank  in  a  few 
minutes.  There  was  no  insurance,  the  vessel 
owners  not  insuring  their  several  ships. 

In  the  Federal  court  at  Seattle,  September 
6,  four  answers  wei-e  filed  by  as  many  insur- 
ance companies,  in  suits  growing  out  of  the 
wreck  of  the  steamer  Laurada  on  the  Alaska 
run  some  months  ago. 

One  company,  the  Fireman's  Fund,  alleges 
that  it  did  give  a  policy  for  $14,000  on  the 
Laurada,  but  that  because  of  defective  parts, 
unskillful  management,  and  wrong  dii-ection, 
the  policy  was  canceled  before  the  accident  to 
the  vessel  occurred,  and  the  company  is  no 
longer  liable. 

The  three  other  companies  had  furnished 
insui'ance  for  Seattle  firms  who  shipped  goods 
to  Alaska  consignees  by  the  steamer,  and 
their  answers  make  substantially  the  same 
allegations.  They  contend  that  they  insured 
the  goods  to  pass  over  a  certain  route,  and 
that  a  change  from  this  route,  resulting  in 
the  accident,  was  made  without  their  consent. 

OCEAN    LOG    RAFTS. 

An  ocean  log  I'aft  from  Puget  sound  re- 
cently arrived  in  San  Francisco,  after  losing 
a  big  fragment  of  its  colossal  bulk.  The  logs 
composing  the  lost  portion,  broken  off  by 
heavy  seas,  have  been  drifting  to  shore  ever 
since.  Two  were  picked  up  by  a  life-saving 
crew  on  the  San  Francisco  beach.  Surely, 
vessels  can  not  always  escape  these  floating 
logs  !  It  is  possible  that  a  passenger  steamer 
will  collide  end  on  with  one  &f  these  immense 
logs  some  day,  if  ocean  log  rafts  are  not  pro- 
hibited. The  result  may  be  an  appalling 
loss  of  life.  The  log  rafts  are  never  insured  ; 
they  almost  invariably  part  with  large  seg- 
ments; they  are  wholly  lost  now  and  then; 
but  unfortunateh'  there  is  a  margin  of  profit 
in  the  hazardous  undertaking.  The  ocean 
log  raft  is  a  peril  to  navigation,  and  the  gov- 
ernments of  the  world  should  therefore  con- 
demn it.  Another  log  raft  has  arrived  safely, 
with  7,000,000  feet  of  lumber. 

PAID  $45   FOR   A    SHIP   AND    LOST    MONEY. 

The  steamer  St.  Paul,  which  ran  on  the 
rocks  south  of  Pacific  Grove,  Cal.,  was  a 
goodly  little  ship.  She  appeared  to  be  at 
anchor  a  week  later.  Sold  at  auction,  she 
was  "knocked  down"  at  $45  to  a  man  who  be- 


lieved he  had  secured  a  bargain  indeed.    But 
he  was  unable  to  save  a  thing. 

A     THOUSAND     DOLLARS     WHICH     THE     TUGS      DID 
NOT    EARN. 

The  schooner  Neptune  ran  on  the  sandy 
beach  three  miles  below  San  Francisco  at 
high  tide.  She  was  loaded  light,  and  it 
seemed  an  easy  matter  to  haul  her  off.  Two 
tugs  undertook  the  task  for  a  promised  re- 
ward of  $1,000— no  cure,  no  pay.  Hour  after 
hour  the  tugs  tugged,  a  big  hawser  stretched 
through  the  water  to  the  fore  mast  of  the 
beached  schooner.  The  crew  pulled  on  the 
anchor  chains,  and  hauled  the  booms  seaward 
to  keep  her  on  her  side  as  much  as  possible. 
The  life  saving  crew,  wet  to  the  skin,  carried 
messages  between  schooner  and  tugs.  The 
waves  dashed  heavily  against  the  little  craft, 
and  she  buried  her  nose  deeper  in  the  sand, 
until  she  rocked  in  a  pit.  The  tide  went  out 
and  the  tugs  gave  up  the  job.  Note  the 
ignoble  fate  of  the  schooner  which  has  braved 
the  fierce  storms  of  old  ocean's  gray  and 
melancholy  waste.  She  was  sold  for  $75  to  a 
house-mover  who  proposes  to  put  his  trucks 
under  her  at  low  tide  and  draw  her  out 
of  her  "native  element." 


Lies  Well  Stuck  To. 

G.  F.  Cromer  of  Pomona,  Cal.,  is  still  peddling 
lies  to  farmers,  on  the  subject  of  mutual  fire  in- 
surance, and  he  finds  it  easy  to  persuade  the 
country  newspapers  to  print  all  his  nonsense. 
His  stock  in  trade  is  composed  of  "insurance 
trusts,"  "rate  wars  gotten  up  to  kill  non- 
board  companies,"  "unjust  settlement  of 
losses,"  and  "witness  our  hard-earned  money 
paid  out  in  extravagant  salaries."  Cromer  is 
under  the  impression  that  the  late  Mr.  Hyde 
was  president  of  a  fire  company,  which  "was 
building  brick  blocks  by  the  mile." 

Cromer' s  extraordinary  ignorance  or  me  ndac- 
ity  is  shown  by  the  following  quotations  from 
his  address  before  the  Pomona  Farmers'  Club, 
as  printed  in  the  Chino  Valley  Champion : 

"Think  of  the  $4,000,000  that  goes  out  of 
California  every  year  to  return  only  as  mort- 
gages on  our  realty." 

"Co-operative  insurance  is  making  great 
strides." 

"There  are  over  2,000  of  these  mutuals  in 
the  United  States,  all  doing  well.  None  have 
ever  failed  to  my  knowledge." 

The  three  quotations  contain  three  false- 
hoods—one in  each  paragraph.  We  warn  the 
farmei-s  against  this  fellow  Cromer. 
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"Farmers,  Beware  of  Mutuals.** 
Under  the  caption  of  "Farmers  Beware 
of  Mutual  Insurance  Associations,"  J.  E. 
Sanders  in  The  Pioneer,  Arapahoe,  Neb., 
writes: 

"On  November  10,  1899,  I  insured  with 
the  State  Mutual  Hog  Insurance  Associa- 
tion of  Fail-field,  Neb.,  for  $2,100.  I  ^(aid 
$84,  cash  on  receipt  of  the  -membership 
certificate.  Had  a  loss  of  $82.96  on  No- 
vember 24,  1899.  Had  a  loss  of  $15.51  on 
December  15,  1899.  These  losses  the  com- 
pany refuses  to  pay,  because  they  claimed 
there  were  no  funds  on  hand  to  meet  them. 
They  still  owe  me  these  claims  and  now 
allege  that  I  owe  them  on  assessments  the 
further  sum  of  $98.50,  and  threaten  to  sue 
if  I  do  not  pay.  In  other  words  they  keep 
all  the  money  paid  them,  and  pay  my  loss- 
es by  crediting  me  on  assessments.  Talk 
about  a  shell  game." 


Lucky  San  Francisco. 

Losses  continue  to  be  vei-y  light  in  San 
Francisco.  There  have  been  no  large  fires 
in  the  Coast  metropolis  this  year.  The 
total  to  date  is  only  65  per  cent,  of  the 
amount  for  the  corresponding  months  of 
last  year. 

We  have  a  "cracker-jack"  fire  depart- 
ment in  San  Francisco,  directed  by  an 
able,  hard-working  and  conscientious 
chief.  The  water  supply  is  genei'ally 
good,  and  any  shortcomings  in  this  re- 
spect are  being  remedied  steadily  by  the 
extension  and  enlargement  of  mains.  The 
department  is  very  well  equipped,  and 
has  no  snow  nor  ice  to  contend  with  in 
winter,  nor  gales  at  any  season.  The  city 
board  of  fire  commissioners  are  able  busi- 
ness men,  with  the  welfare  of  the  depart- 
ment always  in  view.  One  of  the  com- 
missioners is  a  leading  fire  underwriter. 

Nevertheless,  San  Francisco  always 
runs  the  risk  of  a  big  conflagration.  It 
is  a  wooden  city,  and  there  ai"e  many 
buildings  of  inferior  construction.  There 
are  at  times  stiff  breezes  from  the  sea. 
Redwood,  which  is  used  for  rustic  work, 
and  is  the  chief  material  in  dwellings,  does 
not  easily  burn,  it  is  true,  but  it  cannot 
withstand  the  heat  of  a  fierce   and  long 


continued  blaze.  It  will  be  recalled,  how- 
ever, that  in  the  burning  of  the  Baldwin 
hotel  the  rustic  work  of  the  many  win- 
dows, through  which  the  flames  poured, 
was  only  slightly  charred. 

The  fire  loss  of  the  city  is  kept  down  a 
good  deal  by  the  praiseworthy  under- 
writers' inspection  bureau  and  by  a  bet- 
ter set  of  laws  for  the  prevention  of  fire 
than  any  other  American  city  can  boast 
of.  The  bureau  is  admirably  conducted, 
and  the  fire  ordinances  are  carefully 
enforced  by  a  very  efficient  fire  marshal. 


"An  Elevated  Fire  Service." 
H.  .  W.    Bringhurst,    seci*etary    of   the 
Pacific  Coast  Ass'n  of  Fire  Chiefs,    writ- 
ing for  the  Fireman's    Herald,    criticises 
Wm.  Justus  Boies,  whose  article   on  the 
"Lessons  of    $175,000,000  Ash  Heap,"  re- 
cently appeared  in  a  New  York  magazine. 
That  Boies  has  written  in  some  ignorance 
of  his  subject  is  made  clear.     He    treats 
standpipes  as    "an   innovation,"    though 
they  have  been  in  vfc  over  twenty  years. 
His  plan  of  an  "elevated  fire   service"   in 
the  center  of  the  business  district  is   pro- 
nounced absurd,  "showing  a  dense  ignor- 
ance   as    to    the   effectiveness   of   outside 
streams  which  the  air    tears   into   spray 
long    before  they  reach   their   limit    and 
which  are  deflected,  or  even  checked   en- 
tirely, by  a  high  wind."     "It   should  be 
remembered  that  buildings  are  designed] 
to  shed  water,  and  this  one   fact   renders) 
absurd  the  plan  of  an  'elevated   fire   ser-| 
vice'  in  the  center  of  a    business   district! 
of  a  small  town."     Secretary  Bringhurst j 
questions  the  "bulwark"   theory   of   the: 
"skyscraper."      He   says    that    had    the] 
Home  Life  "skyscraper"  not  stood  where] 
its  upper  half  received  a  volume  of  heat 
that  otherwise  would  not  have  seriously] 
menaced  anything,   being    above   all   or- 
dinary   roof  lines,    the    Rogers-Peet   fire] 
would  not  have  extended  beyond  the  walls] 
of  its  own  building.     This  is  certainly  a  j 
new  view.     The  skyscraper  appears  to  be] 
without  a  redeeming    feature,    from   the 
fireman's  point  of  view.     It  receives  heat 
and     flame     otherwise     harmless:     when] 
accessible,  the  burning  areas  are  too  hot 
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for  the  firemen  to  make  a  stand;  sprayed 
water  is  ineffective;  and,  as  a  rule,  watei- 
can  be  turned  on  effectively,  thi-ough 
standpipes,  only  under  a  control  exercised 
from  a  safe  distance. 


Detective  Caaght  Napping, 
The  case  had  an  ugly  look.  A  detective 
was  employed.  He  developed  some  evidence 
of  more  or  less  value,  and  {inally  confronted 
the  claimant  with  important  papers  which 
bore  his  signature.  The  fellow  weakened, 
and  professed  a  willingness  to  settle  on  any 
terms  satisfactory  to  the  company.  The 
claimant  asked  to  be  excused  a  moment  and 
left  the  room.  Soon  after,  the  incriminating 
papers  were  found  missing.  In,  the  vain  be- 
lief that  if  these  papers  were  destroyed  he 
could  enforce  his  dishonest  claim,  the  insured 
had  "swiped"  them,  under  the  very  nose  of 
the  detective,  and  had  then  torn  them  up  and 
thrown  the  pieces  into  a  closet  basin.  Now 
he  knows  that  authenticated  copies  of  the 
missing  papers  are  on  file  in  the  ofdce  of  the 
company,  and  he  has  not  yet  pressed  his 
claim. 

Utah  Local  Fire  Insurance  Agents  Association. 

Pursuant  to  call  issued  by  the  committee,  a 
meeting  was  held  at  10:30  a.  m.,  August  IS, 
in  the  office  of  the  Anderson  insurance 
agency.  Salt  Lake,  for  the  purpose  of  forming 
a  permanent  organization  of  local  fire  insur- 
ance agents  for  the  state  of  Utah.  On  motion , 
L.  B.  Rogers  was  nominated  and  elected 
temporary  chairman,  and  J.  Rogers  tem- 
porai'y  secretary.  On  reading  applications 
for  membership,  it  was  gratifying  to  find  tliat 
all  parts  of  the  state  had  responded  to  the 
call,  as  follows: 

Salt  Lake  City :  L.  B.  Rogers,  J.  Rogers, 
J.  L.  Perkes,  R.  R.  Hudson,  E.  J.  Wilkinson, 
Eugene  Cannon,  W.  E.  Smedley,  E.  M. 
Fowler,  E.  W.  Wilson,  Geo.  D.  Pyper,  Hugh 
Anderson,  C.  Warnock,  C.  P.  Held,  E.  W. 
Center,  J.  J.  Thomas,  W.  S.  Giesy,  D.  P. 
Walker. 

Ogden:  Ed.  Auth,  C.  A.  Smurthwaite, 
Hunter  &  Kennedy,  W.  B.  Wedell,  W.  P. 
Wright,  N.  H.  Ives,  C.  W.  Cooke,  Lee  Gibson. 

Cedar  City:    C.J.Arthur. 

Ephriam  :   P.  Greaves,  Jr. 

Tooele  City :    H.  S.  Gowans. 

Brigham:    Wm.  Thomson. 

Eureka :    H.  P.  Gear. 

Lehi:    P.  Evans. 

Provo:    Geo.  Havercamp. 

Circleville:    J.  H.  EuUner. 


Nephi:    J.  P.  Grover. 

Lehi :    W.  E.  Racker. 

Manti:    W.  T.  Reed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson,  E.  W.  Wilson 
was  unanimously  elected  permanent  presi- 
dent. It  was  resolved  to  elect  two  vice-presi- 
dents, and  B.  H.  Goddard  of  Ogden,  and  L. 
B.  Rogers  of  Salt  Lake  were  nominated  and 
unanimously  elected.  For  permanent  seci-e- 
tary,  Eugene  Cannon  and  Alan  Wakeling  of 
Salt  Lake  were  nominated,  the  ballot  result- 
ing in  Wakeling  receiving  six,  and  Cannon 
seven  votes,  resulting  in  the  election  of  Mr. 
Cannon.  For  treasurer,  E.  M.  Fowler  was 
nominated  and  unanimously  elected. 

On  mot-'on  of  Mr.  Anderson,  the  pi-esident 
was  instructed  to  appoint  a  committee  of 
three  to  draft  a  constitution  and  by-laws. 
The  president  appointed  Hugh  Anderson  and 
Geo.  D.  Pyper  of  Salt  Lake,  and  Ed.  Auth  of 
Ogden,  such  committee  to  meet  at  the  call  of 
the  chairman. 

President  E.  W.  Wilson  was  unanimously 
elected  representative  to  the  National  Asso- 
ciation meeting  to  be  held  in  Milwaukee 
August  30th. 


Employers   Liability   Assurance    Corporation's 
Semi-Annual  Statement. 

We  note  that  the  Employers  Liability  As- 
surance Corporation  of  London  makes  a  very 
fine  showing  in  its  United  States  branch 
semi-annual  statement  for  this  year.  This 
corporation  has  increased  its  American  assets 
from  $1,293,952  to  $1,485,073.  The  semi-annual 
statement  also  shows  a  handsome  increase  in 
income,  and  the  net  surplus  of  the  company 
has  increased  in  six  months  to  the  extent  of 
$ti2,150,  making  its  net  surplus  in  the  United 
States  $412,781.  The  corporation  has  also  in- 
creased its  deposits  with  the  insurance  depart- 
ments of  New  York,  Massachusetts,  Ohio  and 
Virginia  and  deposits  in  the  hands  of  trustees 
to  the  extent  of  $1,132,889.  The  total  assets 
exceed  $6,000,000. 

The  Employers  Liability  Assurance  Cor- 
poration is  a  conservative,  well  managed  com- 
pany. It  was  the  pioneer  of  employers  liabil- 
ity underwriting  in  the  United  States, 
having  done  business  in  America  for  about 
twenty  years.- 

The  Employers  has  lately  adopted  a  new 
individual  accident  policy  which  is  very 
liberal.  Under  its  individual  accident  policy 
it  pays,  beyond  the  usual  death  benefits,  one 
half  the  principal  sum  for  the  loss  of  a  hand,  a 
leg  or  a  foot,  and  also  pays  one  fifth  of  the 
principal  sum  for  the  loss  of  one  eye.    The 
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corporation  also  pays  indemnity  to  the  extent 
of  200  weeks,  or  in  other  words  the  principal 
sum  insured  for  can  be  exhausted  in  weekly 
indemnity.  There  is  also  an  annuity  feature 
in  the  accident  policies  whereby  the  assured 
can  after  a  given  period  of  disability  collect 
$30  for  each  11,000  insurance  for  the  balance 
of  his  life. 

Another  important  and  new  feature  in  the 
company's  policy  is  the  fact  that  it  gives  a 
5%  accumulative  death  benefi't  each  year  the 
policy  is  renewed,  and  this  is  done  without 
any  extra  charge  to  the  assured. 

The  Employers  has  also  adopted  a  new  form 
of  health  policy  which  is  very  liberal.  One 
health  policy  pays  $3,.500  for  total  disablement 
caused  by  the  loss  of  sight  or  paralysis,  and 
$35  per  week  for  twenty-six  weeks  for  loss  of 
time  resulting  from  eighteen  specific  dis- 
eases. The  premium  on  this  policy  is  $10. 
The  corporation  also  has  another  form  which 
pays  .$2,500  for  permanent  total  disablement 
and  $1,000  for  permanent  partial  disablement 
caused  by  the  loss  of  sight  or  paralysis  result- 
ing from  any  disease,  and  this  policy  also 
pays  $25  per  week  for  twentj^-six  weeks  for 
loss  of  time  resulting  from  thirty-nine  specific 
diseases.  This  policy  costs  the  assured  $35 
only. 

A  Very  Old  Advertisement. 

The  following  advertisement  appeared  in  a 
New  England  paper  in  1834  : 

^TNA  INSURANCE  COMPANY,  AT  HARTFORD,  (CON.) 

Incorporated  for  the  imrjjose  of  insuring  against 
LOSS  OR  DAMAGE  BY  FIRE,  with  a  capital 
of  $150,000,  a7id  the  liberty  of  increasing  the  same 
to  $500,000. 

The  Company  having  recently  increased  tlielr 
capital  50,000 dollars,  it  is  now  200,000  dollars,  with 
a  further  sum.  or  surplus  fund  of  25,000  dollars, 
appropriated  exclusively  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 
ment of  losses.  The  whole  of  the  funds  of  the  Com- 
pany are  in  the  most  secure  and  best  possible 
situation,  and  may,  with  a  few  days'  notice,  be 
converted  into  ready  cash.  The  proposals  for  in- 
surance of  this  Company,  are  believed  to  be  as 
favorable  as  the  nature  of  the  business  will  admit. 
It  is  also  thought  worthy  of  consideration,  that  the 
business  of  the  Company  is  confined  principally  to 
risks  in  the  country,  and  therefore  necessarily  so 
situated  and  detached,  that  the  capital  of  the  Com- 
pany is  not  exposed  to  a  great  loss  by  a  sweeping 
fire. 

"P.  B.  A."  IS  KEi'UTED  to  have  said:  "I 
wouldn't  ask  a  bull-dog  to  go  into  the  fire  in- 
surance business."  It  is  highly  improbable 
that  any  well  groomed  canine  of  that  persua- 
sion would  go  even  at  the  request  of   Phire- 


lander  B.  By  the  way,  the  "National  Under- 
writer" of  Baltimore  (and  New  York)  says: 
"It  is  not  generally  known  that  P.  B.Arm- 
strong is  dead."  Correct. — Insurance  Age. 
Well,  no  doubt  he  is  dead  set  on  something. 


The  Insurance  Press. 

The  Western  Underwriter  has  been  an 
agreeable  surpri.se  from  the  beginning.  We 
confidentlv  look  to  it  for  news. 


The  Weekly  Underwriter  is  always  ex 
ceptionally  excellent  in  reporting  conventions 
and  proceedings  of  underwriters,  generally, 
and  in  compiling  statistics. 

It  is  hinted  that  each  of  the  three  New 
York  giants  has  a  special  Nevr  York  organ. 
The  musical  instruments  may  be  the  Vigilant, 
the  Observer  and  the  Record— and  may 
not  be. 

When  Editor  Hayden  visited  San  Francisco 
several  years  ago  the  writer  had  a  very  in- 
teresting talk  with  him  on  insurance  news- 
papers and  writers  and  various  topics.  Per- 
haps he  was  not  given  much  to  speech,  or- 
dinarily. He  acted  and  looked  like  the  old- 
fashioned  democrat  of  "'fore  the  war."  A 
quiet,  keen  man  of  sound  views.  We  recall 
the  fact  that  he  said  that  Sam  Davis  of  Insur- 
ance was  the  best  writer  on  the  insurance 
press,  "bar  none  in  the  world."  Hayden  was 
a  great  writer  himself. 

Twenty-one  years  prior  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Coast  Review,  in  1S71,  the  first 
periodical  published  in  the  United  States  in 
the  interests  of  insurance  was  issued.  It 
died,  however,  early  in  its  career  of  useful- 
ness. By  this  death  the  Insurance  Monitor 
gained  the  undisputed  right  of  way  as  the 
Nestor  among  insurance  journals.  The  Mon- 
itor was  brought  out  in  New  York  in  1853  and 
presents  a  flourishing  condition  at  the  present 
time.  Since  that  date,  according  to  the 
Cyclopedia  of  Insurance,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-four  periodicals  devoted  to  the  inter- 
ests of  insurance  have  been  established  in 
the  United  States.  Of  this  number  fifty- 
eight  failed  from  lack  of  support  and  went  out 
of  the  business.  Sixtysix  survivors,  how- 
ever, are  still  in  the  field,  filling  long-felt 
wants  in  various  sections  of  the. country.  In 
New  York  city  alone  there  are  nineteen  pub- 
lished, while  our  own  San  Francisco  has  to 
struggle  along  with  but  a  measly  five,  as 
against  two  in  St.  Louis,  five  in  Philadelphia, 
six  in  Chicago,  five  in  Boston,  two  in  Balti- 
more and  one  in  Cincinnati. 
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August  Fires. 

These  fire  loss  reports  were 
originated  by  the  Coast  Review 
in:  iSSo. 

LOSSES  BY  COMPANIES. 

Aachen  &  Munich    ....  $  6,803 

^tna 8,836 

Agricultural 600 

Alliance 2,069 

American,  N.J 1,853 

American,  N.  Y 612 

American,  Pa 5,521 

American,  Boston  .... 

American  Central  ....  8,048 

Atlas 6,750 

Baloise 522 

Boston 

British  America  .   .   .   '.   .  11,769 

Caledonian 5,637 

Commercial  Union  .   .   .    .  3,235 

Connecticut 6,400 

Delaware 182 

Fire  Association     ....  4,530 

Fireman's  Fund  ...       .  21,049 

Franklin  ..........  1,989 

German  Alliance     ....  500 

German-American  ....  6,204 

Girard 1;653 

Glens  Falls 

Greenwich 1,173 

Hamburg-Bremen   .  .       .  2,008 

Hamburg-Underwriters  .  530 

Hanover 4,718 

Hartford 6.879 

Helvetia 4,333 

Home,  N.  Y 13,601 

Home  Mutual 12,991 

Ins.  Co.  North  America   .  6,835 

Imperial 9,940 

Kings  County 

Lancashire 1,392 

Law  Union  &  Crown  .   .   .  3,546 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .'  .  9,456 

Lion 3,416 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .  7,968 

London 1,679 

Magdeburg 3,603 

Manchester 7,490 

Merchants 2,316 

Milwaukee  Mechanics     .  2,479 

National,  Hartford    .   .   .  7.313 

Netherlands 298 

New  Zealand 1,499 

New  York  Underwriters  .  1,880 

Niagara  

Northern 4,569 

North  German            ...  7,677 

North  British  &  Mercan.  17,339 

Norwich  Union 2,133 

Orient 5,908 

Palatine 10,383 

Pelican 83 

Pennsylvania 6,655 

Phenix,  Brooklyn 


Phila.  Underwriters  .  .   .  1,610 

Phoenix,  Hartford  ....  15,473 

Phoenix,  London      ....  4,807 

Providence-Washington  .  2,067 
Prussian  National  .   ... 

Queen 6,197 

Royal  Exchange 6,595 

Royal     8,677 

Scottish  Union  &  Nat'l   .  5,834 

Springfield 6,304 

Sun,  London 10,911 

State 871 

St.  Paul' 4,843 

Svea 16,562 

Teutonia 132 

Traders     590 

Transatlantic 5,073 

Thuringia- American  .   .   .  1,596 

Thuringia 16,841 

Union,  London 5,927 

Union,  Pa 280 

United  States 1,149 

Victoria 955 

Westchester 

Western 10,242 

Williamsburg  City     .   .   .  2,178 

Total 1443,864 

Total  to  date,  1900  .  $3,613,942 
'•      "         1899  .  $3,217,376 

WASHINGTON. 
16  .  Ballard,    shingle    mill    and 
cents : 
North  German    .....  $1000 

Svea 2000 

Phoenix,  Hartford    .  .   .     500 

Western 500 

27  .  (July)  Buckley,  dvvg : 

Fire  Association     .  .  .$1,083 
9  .  Daneville,  stk  mdse; 

Thuringia $1100 

Thuringia-American  .   .     500 

St.  Paul 1050 

American  Central  .       .    .  1050 
6  .  Everett,    fr  saw  mill  and 
lumber: 
Phoenix,  Hartford  .   .   .  $1,445 

Franklin 963 

Transatlantic 963 

Sun 1.926 

Fireman's  Fund   ....      963 

Hanover 963 

Aachen  &  Munich    .  .   .       963 

1  .  Gilman,  bldg: 

North  German $500 

19  .  (July)  Pomeroy.  court  house: 

Orient $650 

18  .  (July)  Pomeroy,  stk  mdse: 

Atlas $938 

2  .  Spokane,  snow  plow  : 

Thuringia $751 

American,  N.J 772 


.   .  Seattle,  conts  shingle  mill : 
Hanover $500 

.   .  (July)  Seattle,  Idg  house : 
Orient $500 

2  .  Spokane,  conts  dwg: 

Queen $751 

20  .  Near  Spokane,  mill  bldg  and 
machy : 
Providence-Wash  ....  $865 

20  .  Spokane,  bldg  and  conts : 
North  German $1,108 

16  .  Spokane,  bldg  and  conts : 
North  German $591 

20  .  (July)  Spokane,  bldg  &  conts : 

North  German $500 

9  .  South  Bend,  shingle  mill: 

Hanover $625 

Aachen  &  Munich  ....    625 
.   .  Sprague,  genl  mdse : 

Home $2,005 

6  .  Snohomish,  bldg,  lumber  and 

mach.y : 

Thuringia $    963 

Imperial 1,000 

Merchants 963 

Girard 963 

27  .  Skykomish,  Idg  house: 

Western $3,000 

30  .  Skykomish,  bldg  and  conts: 

Thuringia $   650 

American.  N.  J     ....       700 

Caledonian 1,000 

Manchester 1,000 

2  .  Whitman  co.,  fr  barn  &  conts : 

Hartford $779 

Fireman's  Fund 779 

4  .  Whitman  co.,  fr  dwg : 

Pennsylvania $,soo 

29  .  (July)  Whatcom  co.,  shingle 
mill  and  conts: 

North  British $1,500 

Losses  under  $500    .  .   .  $21,978 

Total  Washington    .  $64,425 

OREGON. 

7  .  Albany,  flour  mill  and  conts : 

North   British $1,500 

Northern 1,500 

3  .  Baker  City,  iron  wks : 

'     Hartford $1,000 

Aachen  &  Munich  .  .  .  S50 
London  &  Lancashire  .  990 
Merchants 650 

I  .  Lane  co.,  fr  dwg  and  barn : 
Hartford      $600 

31  .  (July)  La  Grande,  dwg: 

Magdeburg $500 

5  .  Portland,  frdwg: 

Phoenix,  Hartford  ....  $800 
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4  .  La  Grande,  fr  whse  &  conts  : 

North  British $  3.000 

Alliance 500 

German-American    .   .      3.000 

Royal 1.500 

Orient 2,000 

Phoenix,  Hartford    .    .      1,500 
31    Rosebur^r,  conts  saloon: 

Lion $800 

3  .  Sumpter,  hhld  furni : 

American,  Pa $500. 

.   .  Salem,  fr  dwg; 

Sun $1,000 

10  .  Salem,  dwg  and  conts : 

Fireman's  Fund $900 

.   .The  Dalles,  frbldg: 

Sun     $500 

6  .  The  Dalles,  genl  mdse : 

Fire  Association     .   .   .  $1,500 

Ins.  Co.  North  America     890 

16  .  Umatilla  Co.  grain  &  thrshr: 

Thuringia $543 

Svea 600 

Agricultural 600 

Losses  under  $500  .       .   .  112.977 
Total  Oregon  ....  $40,727 
MONTANA. 

8  .  Butte,  mill    bldgs.    hoisting 
works,  etc: 

Thuringia $  5,000 

Sun 2,500 

Orient 2,500 

Helvetia 2,439 

National,  Hartford  .  .  5S0 
Milwaukee  Mechaucs  689 
Law  Union  &  Crown  .  2,503 
Royal  Exchange    .  .   .     2,500 

Connecticut 2,439 

Caledonian 2,500 

Manchester      2,439 

Total $26,086 

13    Butte,  coal : 

Alliance $1,200 

6-  Billings,  fr  whse  and  stk: 

North  German $1,500 

Phila.  Underwriters  .  1,500 
American  Central  .   .   .       800 

20  .  Custer  CO.,  hhld  goods: 

Magdeburg $750 

28  .  Dupuyer,  fr  livery  stable: 

Connecticut $500 

Fireman's  Fund 500 

10  .  Great  Falls,  dw;,': 

Aachen  &  Munich         .   .  $500 

19  .  Hamilton    co.,    fr    bldg    and 
conts : 
Ins.  Co.  North  America  $1,000 

^tna 500 

Pennsylvania 950 

Home  Mutual 800 

Springheld 800 

Commercial  Union  .       .    1,000 
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24  .  Huisdale.  fr  bldg  and  conts : 
Phoenix,  Hartford  .   .   .  $1,000 
5  .  Kalispell,   fr  flour  mill   and 
conts : 
Phoenix,  Hartford   .   .   .  $1,872 

^tna 1.123 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  750 
National,  Hartford    .   .       500 

Springfield 750 

Royal     .       .• 1,500 

Queen 750 

Fireman's  Fund  ....  1,250 
British  America  ....       500 

Western 1,000 

Phoenix,  London      .    .    .    1,497 
St.  Paul    ...  ...    1,000 

London  &  Lancashire  .  1,500 
Caledonian 1,147 

Total $15,139 

8  .  Lewis  &  Clark  co,  farm  dwg  : 
Royal $614 

20  .  Miles  City,  fr  dwg: 

American  Central    .   .   .$1000 

Losses  under  $500  .   .   .   .$7,877 
Total  Montana    .   .   .  $64,016 
COLORADO. 
4  .  Denver,  bldg  and  conts ; 

North  German $1000 

28  .  Leadville,  mining  plant: 

Scottish  Union     ....  $2,300 

North  British 750 

Atlas      750 

15  .  Pueblo,  dwg: 

Helvetia $1,000 

Western Soo 

New  Zealand    ...       .    1,050 

Losses  under  $500     .   .  $  5,959 
Total  Colorado   .   .  $13,609 
UTAH. 

31  .  Murroy,  store: 

Queen $1,500 

28  .  Ogden,  stk  mdse  : 

Thuringia $750 

27  .  Ogden,  farm: 

British  America $500 

.   .  Ogden,  dwg: 

Hanover $1,000 

14  .  Salt  Lake  City,  miittressfac: 

Springfield $500 

National 500 

Northern 750 

London   500 

New  Yurk  Underwriters  .  500 

Hanover 719 

Aachen  &  Munich  .  .  .  .719 
Phoenix,  Hartford  .  .  .  1,000 
Fire  Association     .  .   .    1,250 

Western 919 

8  .  Salt  Lake  Ciiy,  br  dwg  and 
conts : 
North  British $1,332 


.„_^l 

.  Williamsburg  City  .   .   .  1.000 
Losses  under  $500    .  .  .$  4,947 
Total  Utah   ....  $18,386 

IDAHO. 

25  .  Boise  City,  fr  dwg  and  conts: 

Phoenix,' Hartford     .   .   .  1,750 
Commercial  Union  .   .   .  1,150 

26  .  Harrison,  shingle  mill  : 

Springfield $1,000 

National 625 

Svea 600 

Providencu-Washingl'u     6co 
Phoenix,  London  ....      709 
Losses  under  $500  ....  $3,366 

Total  Idaho    ....  $9,800    ■ 

ARIZONA.  ■ 

15  .  Chloride,  quartz  mill :  ^ 

Home $  4.859 

British  America    .   .   .    10,000 

10  .  Maricopa    co.,    fr    dwg    and 

conts: 

Imperial $773 

2  .  Phoenix,  f  r  dwg  and  conts : 

Svea $500 

American,  Pa 900 

28  .  Phoenix,  dwg: 

Springfield $1,000 

30  .  Phoenix,  dwg  : 

American,  Pa $600 

Losses  under  $500     ...  $  2,308 
Total  Arizona    .   .  $20,940 

NEW  MEXICO. 
21  .  Roswell,  br  dwg: 

Scottish  Union     ....  $1,000 
Fireman's  Fund   ....    1,000 
5  .  Raton,  dwg: 

National,  Hartford   .  .   .  $600 

11  .  Santa  Fe,  gen' 1  mdse: 

Atlas $   649 

Palatine 1,947 

National,  Hartford    .   .       649 

North  British 2,000 

Losses  under  $500   ....  $    762 
Total  New  Mexico  .   .  $8,602 

WYOMING. 
15  .  Laramie    co.,  creamery  and 
conts : 
North  British  ......  $557 

Fireman's  Fund 557 

31  .  (July)    Wheatland,    fr  whse 

and  grain : 
Fireman's  Fund  ....  $2,500 

Palatine 5,000 

National,  Hartford    .   .    1,182 

American,  N.  Y 500 

Manchester 1,000 
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23  .  Laramie  co.,  fr  dwg : 

Svea $3,300 

28  .  Sheridan,  dwg,  barn  &  conts  : 

Atlas  . $1,250 

Losses  under  $500   ....  $  960 

Total  Wyoming     .   .  $16,806 

NEVADA. 
7    Reno,  br  bldg  and  conts : 

Imperial $2,250 

Phoenix,  Hartford   .   .    .    2,250 
Losses  under  $500      .   .   .$    540 
Total  Nevada      .  .     $5,040 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 

Losses  under  $500 $358 

Total  Outside  Territory  $262,847 

CALIFORNIA. 
6  .  Auburn,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 
Connecticut   .......  $800 

26  .  Alameda  co.,  fr  dwg: 

Scottish  Union     .    .   .   .$1,232 

21  .  Alvarado,  bldg:    • 

Fireman's  Fund  ....  $1,400 

.   .  Benecia,  fr  pottery  : 

Svea $1,010 

10  .  Butte  CO. ,fruithouse&trays: 

Home  Mutual $    641 

Atlas 1,500 

3  .  Corona,  fr  dwg  and  conts  : 

^tna     $2,046 

London  &  Lancashire  .    1,592 

24  .  Dinba,  bldg  and  conts  : 

Fireman's  Fund   .   .    .    .,$2,850 

Thuringia 1,000 

Thuringia-American     .       500 

Western 1,000 

Palatine 1,000 

14  .  Delano,  fr  stable: 

Home $1,200 

21  .  Exeter,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 
Phoenix,  Hartford  .   .   .  $1,000 
Home 1,164 

26  .  Eureka,  dwg  and  conts  : 

Home $770 

13  .  (July I  Fresno,  bldg  c&  machy: 
New  York  Underwrit  .  $1,304 

11  .  Fresno,  stable: 

Magdeburg $Soo 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .  .  goo 
.   .  Fresno,  dwg: 

Sun .  $500 

.  .  Fresno,  dwg  and  conts  : 

Sun $2,750 

3  •  Fresno  co.,  fr  dwg: 

Svea $goo 

20  .  Fulton,  fr  dwg: 

Svea $9co 


3  .  Grass  Valley,  stk  mdse: 

Home  Mutual $1,560 

Lion 684 

Imperial 958 

American  Central  ...       821 
Manchester 821 

23  .  Geyserville,  store  bldg  and 
conts : 
German  Alliance    ...  $   500 

Hartford 500 

Royal  1,900 

Queen     1,100 

Springfield 1,579 

National,  Hartford    .   .    1,000 

.   .  HoUister,  hay: 

London  &  Lancashire  .  $1,407 

12  .  Humboldt  co.,  farm  bldgs : 
Pennsylvania $1,200 

25  .  Knights  Landing,  dwg   and 
conts: 
Home  Mutual    ...       .  $i,oco 

1  .  Los  Banos : 

North  British $600 

3  .  Los    Angeles,   br  whse   and 
conts : 

American,  Pa $1,836 

Svea 1,836 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  1,583 

^tna     1,583 

Queen 850 

.  Monterey,  dwg,  barn  iS;  conts : 
Hartford $i,coo 

2  .  Mill  Valley,  fr  dwg  &  conts : 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .  $750 
.   .  Madera,  grain  : 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .  $676 
II     Near  Marysville, hay  in  field 
and  wood  house: 

Home $800 

Western 500 

23  .  Near    Newman,    dwg,    furni 
and  wind  mill : 
Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .    .  $2,250 
23  .  Near  Newman,  fr  dwg : 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .   .  $4,000 

20  .  Nevada  City,  dwg  &  conts: 

Norwich  Union $800 

18  .  Nevada  co.,  fr  dwg: 

Svea $550 

S  .  Oakland,  bldg  and  conts: 

Home $1,400 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  1,000 

19  Orange  CO.,  fr  dwg: 
Commercial  Union    .   .   .  $650 

25  .  Placer  co.,  dwg  and  conts : 
Atlas     $700 

14  .  Redding,  dwg: 

Transatlantic $600 

27  .  Rhonerville,  fr  creamery: 
Connecticut $1,500 


2  .  Red  Bluff: 

Traders $550 

Sun 610 

26  .  Rio  Vista,  lumber  and,  office 
bldg: 
Home  Mutual    ....  $2,900 

19  .  San  Jose,  barn  and  hay : 

North  British $512 

Aachen  &  Munich  ....    850 
Girard 600 

.   .  San  Jose,  winery : 

Transatlantic $1,050 

13  .  San  Jose,  dwg,  barn  &  conts : 

Northern $2,001 

5  .  Santa  Clara  co,  winery  and 
conts : 

Victoria $goo 

Union,  London 2,425 

German-American    .  .   .  1,250 
23  .  Santa  Clara  co,  fr  dwg  and 
conts ; 

Imperial $1,000 

7  .  Stent,  fr  dwg: 

Palatine $500 

Pennsylvania 500 

14  .  Shasta  co.  farm  bldgs : 

Norwich  Union $625 

3  ,  Shasta  co,  dwg  and  conts : 

Home  Mutual $1400 

19  .  Stanislaus  co,  growing  grain 
Royal $855 

15  .  Sanger,  dwg: 

Franklin $600 

22  .  Sacramento,  dwg  and  conts: 
Transatlantic $2,000 

17  -San  Bernardino,  fr  dwg: 
Phoenix,  London $909 

22  .  San  Bernardino,  machy,  en- 
gine, mdse,  etc: 
Phoenix,  London     ....  $562 

Imperial 592 

7  .  San  Joaquin  co,  fr  dwg: 
Phoenix,  Hartford  ....  $500 

19  .  Santa  Cruz  co,  dwg  and  conts 

and  out  bldgs : 

North  British $2,948 

Imperial 636' 

4  .  Tulare  co,  bldg  and  conts : 

Fireman's  Fund   ....  $1,000 

.   .  Tulare  CO,  dwg,  conts  &  barn : 

Fireman's  Fund  ....  $1,400 

18  .  Tulare,  fr  dwg: 

Svea $833 

15  .  West  Point,  liv  stable  and 
conts: 

Home  Mutual $798 

15    Walnut  Creek,  dwg : 

Western $1,500 

20  .  Yuba  CO,  farm  bldg  and  conts 

Pennsylvania   $700 
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Losses  under  $500  ...  $  52,515 
Total  Cal.,  S.  F.  ex  $155,274 

SAN  FRANCISCO. 

4  .  Frame  dwgs : 

Milwaukee  Mechanics    .  $563 

^tna 929 

Imperial 710 


,  Building: 
German- American 


$500 


9 

Dwelling: 

Hamburg-Bremen   . 

.   .$1 

,480 

2 

Frame  dwg: 

Royal  Exchange  .   . 

.  .$1 

,051 

2 

Frame  dwg : 

Royal  Exchange  .   . 

.$1 

,178 

8 

Brick  Idg  house : 

Royal     ....'... 

.  .$1 

,200 

9  .  Dwelling: 

Thuringia $700 

18  .  Tug  boat: 

Union,  London $2,500 

Losses  under  $500   ...  $  15,070 

Total  San  Francisco  $  25,881 

Total  California  .   .$181,155 

Total  Pacific  Coast  $443,864 


California  and    Coast  Monthly  Fire  Insurance 
Losses. 

California. 

Month                         1900  1899  1898 

January $   102,190       $  159,052  $   300,012 

February     ....       128,855  169,142  145,896 

March 148,521  511,801  254,223 

First  quarter    .   .$  379,566  $   839.'J95  $   700,131 

April 112,727  213,933  264,22S 

May 147,776  194,514  360,420 

June    ...;...  242,301  181,674  238,514 

Second  quarter    .$  502,804  $   590,121  $    863,162 

First  six  months  $   882,370  $1,430,116  $1,563,293 

July 468,996  368.130  368,891 

August     181,155  250,468  553,982 

September 354,569  279,038 

Third  quarter $  973,157  $1,201,911 

Entire  Coast. 

January $   276,520       $  254,715  $   483,292 

February     ....      265,190  270,969  226,201 

March '  287,377  623.315  374,33 

First  quarter    .   .$  829.087  $1,148,999  $1,083,831 

April 226,303  363,568  439,286 

May 370,050  300,274  516,901 

June 652.201  337,283  520,881 

Second  quarter    .$1,248,553  $1,001,125  $1,477,068 

First  six  months  $2,077,640  $2,150,134  $2,560,899 

July 1,092,434  496,919  572.183 

August     443,864  570,383  717,538 

September 624,910  724,698 

Third  quarter $1,692,212       f 2,014, 419 

Western  Union  Meeting. 

At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Western  Union 
at  Niagara,  J.  M.  de  Camp,  resident  secre- 
tary of  the  Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  at 
Cincinnati,  was  elected  president.  I.  S. 
Blackvvelder,  of  Chicago,  Western  manager 
of  the  Niagara,  was  elected  vice-president. 

President  Cram,  of  the  American  Central, 
delivered  the  annual  address.  He  said  term 
business  is  suffering  in  the  present  extraor- 
dinary fire  waste.  He  condemned  term  busi- 
ness except  on  dwellings.     While  rates  gen- 


erally needed  stiffening,  he  did  not   favor  a 
flat  advance. 

It  was  agreed  that  no  member  should  accept 
brokerage  business  offered  at  cut  rates.  No 
action  was  taken  on  excepted  cities. 


Denver  Mutual  Sued. 

The  Loyal  Mutual  Fire  of  Denver  is  being 
sued  by  the  Lackawanna  Lumber  Co.  of  Penn- 
sylvania, to  recover  a  loss  of  $1,000,  under  a 
policy  in  the  mutual.  The  total  loss  was  .fS3,- 
171.  The  Loyal  (formerly  borrowed  the  name 
Royal)  is  the  only  company  that  did  not  pay. 

Moral :  beware  of  fire  mutuals. 


Honolulu  Health  Board  Fires. 

Our  readers  will  recall  the  fact  that  in  Jan- 
uary last  the  civil  authorities  of  Honolulu 
ordered  the  burning  of  Chinatown.  In  the 
case  of  Yee  Wo  Chang  &  Co.  v.  Transatlantic 
Fire  Ins.  Co.,  at  Honolulu,  August  15,  the  at- 
torney for  plaintiffs  said,  addressing  Judge 
Silliman  :  "It  is  the  contention  of  the  plain- 
tiffs that  the  board  of  health  had  no  authority 
to  burn  down  property  during  the  bubonic 
plague  scare.  The  insurance  companies  are 
liable  to  the  insured."  He  contended  that 
the  action  of  the  board  of  health  did 
not  invalidate  the  policies  of  the  company 
anyway.  Further,  that  the  company  should 
look  to  the  board  of  health  for  the  money  paid 
the  insured.  Attorney  Paul  Neumanns  knock- 
down logic  is  perhaps  best  illustrated  by  the 
following  quotation : 

"  The  plaintiffs  paid  the  enormous  sum  of  6] 
per  cent,  on  their  policies.  What  did  it] 
mean?  It  meant  that  they  expected  to  be  in-j 
sured  and  were  insured  against  loss." 

The  court,  in  an  oral  opinion,  held  that  in  j 
this  case  there  were  no  conditions  in  the] 
Transatlantic  policy  that  invalidated  it  be- 
cause of  the  action  of  the  authorities.  Judg- 
ment for  the  plaintiffs  was  therefore  given..: 
The  amount  of  the  policy  was  $5,000. 

The  old  form  of  policy,  on  which  this  ruling] 
was  based,  provides  that  the  company  will  not 
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be  liable  for  loss  occasioned  by  invasion,  in- 
suiTection,  civil  commotion,  etc.  It  was  con- 
tended m  behalf  of  the  companies  issuing  this 
form  that  the  conditions  existing  in  Honolulu 
at  the  time  of  the  plague  constituted  a  "civil 
commotion,"  and  that  such  unnatural  and  un- 
foreseen conditions  were  more  dangerous  than 
would  have  been  a  riot  or  insurrection,  in  that 
the  government  itself  was  creating  the  fii-es. 
Two  or  three  companies  issuing  this  form 
acknowledged  their  liability  immediately 
after  the  fire  and  paid  the  losses,  and  will 
look  to  the  government  to  reimburse  them. 

In  the  case  of  the  Magdeburg,  where  the 
policy  was  of  the  standard  form,  the  court 
found  for  the  defendant  company,  holding 
that  the  fire  was  caused  directly  by  the  civil 
authorities,  for  which  the  policy  stipulated 
the  company  should  not  be  liable. 

It  was  contended,  in  behalf  of  the  companies 
issuing  the  standard  form  of  policy,  that  for 
the  purposes  of  this  case  it  was  sufficient  if  a 
civil  authority  ordered  the  fire.  The  court 
ruled  that  it  would  not  go  into  the  question  of 
whether  the  board  of  health  had  authority  to 
order  the  fire  or  not.  This  point  has  been 
raised  as  the  result  of  annexation  and  the  as- 
sumption of  authority  by  the  American  gov- 
ernment. The  court  also  ruled  that  the  loss 
of  the  goods  in  question,  although  they  were 
in  a  separate  building  from  that  in  which  the 
original  fire  was  set,  was  nevertheless  caused 
dii-ectly  by  the  board  of  health  fire. 


Equitable    Life    versus     California     Insurance 
Commissioner. 

The  life  companies  are  now  having  their 
turn.  The  demands  made  of  them  by  the 
California  insurance  commissioner  recall  the 
troubles  of  the  fire  ofdces  some  two  years  ago. 

The  Equitable  Life  has  obtained  from  the 
federal  court  a  temporary  order  restraining 
the  commissioner  fromcarryingout  histhreats 
to  revoke  the  company's  license  for  failure  to 
comply  with  his  more  or  less  unreasonable  de- 
mands. A  number  of  life  companies  are  inter- 
ested in  this  case.  The  attorneys  having  the 
matter  in  charge  are  Messrs.  Pillsbury  & 
Matsou. 

There  are  several  points  in  dispute,  as  be- 
tween the  commissioner  and  the  several  com- 
panies. He  claims  that  the  Equitable  and 
others  failed  to  file  an  annual  statement  for 
the  past  year.  The  company  says  that  the 
commissioner  furnished  blanks  for  the  annual 
statement,  which  were  subsequently  filled 
and  handed,  to  him  personally  within  the  time 
prescribed  by  the  law  of  the  state ;    further. 


that  the  commissioner  returned  the  state- 
ment^ refusing  to  file  it,  stating  that  it  was 
not  complete,  but  not  pointing  out  wherein 
it  was  incomplete.  "  Our  readers  will  doubt- 
less recall  the  fact  that  the  commissioner  re- 
fused to  accept  the  bonds  filed  by  the  fire 
offices,  but  declined  to  suggest  an  acceptable 
form. 

The  commissioner  also  made  demand  upon 
the  Equitable  to  furnish  by  July  1,  1900,  the 
data  for  determining  the  valuation  of  all  the 
Equitable  policies  outstanding  on  that  daj'. 
The  company,  in  its  complaint,  says  that  the 
commissioner  intends  to  have  the  separate 
valuation  made  by  an  actuary  employed  by 
him;  that  the  compensation  fixed  by  law  is 
three  cents  for  each  one  thousand  dollars  of 
insurance  to  be  paid  by  the  company;  that 
the  cost  of  this  separate  valuation  would  ex- 
ceed $30,000.  The  right  to  demand  such  sep- 
arate valuation  is  denied. 

Section  450  of  the  code  is  in  dispute.  The 
company  claims  that  section  450  means  "that 
every  contract  or  policy  made  and  delivered 
as  therein  mentioned,  should  contain  the  stip- 
ulation therein  provided  for,  unless  the  policy 
should  contain  a  specific  contract  for  tontine 
insurance,  or  unless  the  policj'  should  contain 
a  specific  contract  for  term  or  paid  up  insur- 
ance different  from  the  stipulation  for  term 
or  paid  up  insurance  specified  in  said  portion 
of  said  act."  Said  construction  by  the  life  in- 
surance companies  was  that  given  to  the  act 
by  the  former  commissioners. 

The  commissioner  contends  that  section  450 
should  be  construed  to  mean  that  every  pol- 
icy except  those  for  term,  paid  up  or  tontine 
insurance,  must  contain  a  stipulation  that 
after  three  full  annual  premiums  shall  have 
been  paid  on  a  policy,  it  shall  cease  or  become 
void  solely  by  the  non-payment  of  any  prem- 
ium when  due;  its  entire  net  reserve  by  the 
American  Experience  Tables  of  Mortality  and 
interest  at  four  and  one-half  per  cent,  yearly, 
less  any  indebtedness  to  the  company  on  such 
policy,  shall  be  applied  by  such  company  as  a 
single  premium  at  such  company's  published 
rates  in  force  at  the  date  of  original  policy, 
but  at  the  age  of  the  insured  at  time  of  lapse, 
either  to  the  purchase  of  non-participating 
term  insurance  for  the  full  amount  insured 
by  such  policy  or  upon  the  written  application 
by  the  owner  of  such  policy,  and  the  surrender 
thereof  to  such  company  within  three  months 
from  such  non-payment  of  premium,  to  the 
purchase  of  a  non-participating  paid  up  policy 
payable  at  the  time  the  original  policy  would 
be  payable,  if  continued  in  force;  both  kinds 
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of  insurance  to  be  subject  to  the  .same  condi- 
tions, except  as  to  payment  of  premiums,  as 
those  of  the  original  policy. 


duty  conscientiously,  the  part  of  the  medical 
examiner  in  his  relation  to  female  applicants 
is  not  strewn  altogether  with  roses. — The 
Medical  Examiner. 


Medical  Examination  of  Women. 

We  recollect,  in  our  dispensary  days,  before 
the  time  of  the  phonendoscope,  on  occasion  it 
was  impossible  to  secure  an  adequate  exam- 
ination of  the  chest  of  women  patients, 
although  every  means  were  taken  to  cater  to 
their  sense  of  delicacy.  And  yet,  in  order  to 
diagnose  the  case,  it  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  secure  the  requisite  facilities  for  do- 
ing so.  If  any  eri'ors  were  made  who  would 
be  the  first  to  hold  us  responsible  ?  Would 
not  the  patient  call  us  to  a  strict  account  ? 
Certainly.  But  that  was  a  case  in  which  she 
was  individually  interested,  and  if  a  mistake 
were  made  she  had  to  pay  the  penalty  in  the 
way  of  lack  of  benefits  expected.  When  we 
come  to  require  the  same  thing  in  insurance 
or  in  civil  examinations,  where  the  party  does 
not  feel  the  need  of  a  physician,  and  where 
there  is  no  individual  responsibility — ah! 
well !  the  company  or  the  government  can 
stand  it.  Suppose  the  doctor  does  make  a 
mistake,  who  will  know  it  in  two  or  three 
years  ?  By  that  time  the  probationary  period 
will  have  expired,  and  it  wouldn't  make  any 
difference  any  way!  That  is  about  the  waj' 
they  reason,  and  unless  they  have  their  own 
way  they  will  not  insure  or  will  go  to  some 
other  company  with  an  easier-going  doctor. 
It  is  on  account  of  the  great  difBculties  in 
getting  at  the  facts  that  women  are  looked 
upon  as  an  inferior  class  of  risks.  There  is  no 
doubt  but  that  if  an  adequate  examination 
could  be  had  companies  would  look  upon 
women  with  greater  favor.  But,  and  here 
we  are  again  treading  upon  delicate  ground, 
women  have  a  bad  habit  of  coloring  their 
answers  to  questions  asked  so  as  to  fit  their 
supposed  best  interests.  We  have  known 
them  to  deliberately  say  no  to  a  question 
whether  they  had  any  physical  defect  or  dis- 
ease when  we  knew  positively  that  yes  was 
the  proper  answer.  We  do  not  want  to  say 
that  they  intended  to  tell  anything  but  the 
truth,  but  we  had  a  strong  suspicion  that 
such  was  the  case.  At  any  rate,  insurance 
companies  formerly  loaded  their  premiums  a 
little  in  order  to  cover  contingencies  said  to 
have  been  due  to  liabilities  of  diseases  and 
accidents.  We  strongly  suspect,  however, 
the  element  of  uncertainty  in  their  history 
and  physical  condition  had  something  to  do 
with  it  also.  The  doctor's  experience  is  that 
of  all  men  who   undertake   to  perform   their 


Cured  Fruit  Association  Business  at  San  Jose. 

The  California  Cured  Fruit  Association, 
which  has  its  headquarters  in  San  Jose,  han- 
dles an  immense  amount  of  dried  fruit  in  the 
several  principal  fi'uit  districts  of  the  state, 
under  special  contracts.  It  warehouses,  ships 
and  sells  thousands  of  carloads  of  cured  fruit. 
The  insurance  in  eighty  warehouses  and  many 
cars  in  transit  produces  a  lot  of  premiums, 
amounting  to  a  large  sum  of  money. 

To  secure  the  placing  of  this  cured  "plum' 
a  number  of  San  Franciscans  visited  San  Jose 
and  interviewed  the  officials  of  the  associa- 
tion. We  suppose  that  the  usual  business 
connections  and  personal  influences  were 
bi-ought  to  bear. 

The  directors  heard  all,  and  after  Aveighing 
the  matter  carefully,  gave  the  insurance  to 
L.  B.  Edwards,  to  be  placed  with  the  Balfour- 
Guthrie  companies,  for  which  Thomas  J.  Con- 
roy  is  manager.  While  in  a  degree  this  was  a 
personal  and  an  office  victory,  it  was  also  a  dis- 
tinct gain  for  Board  companies,  for  the  busi 
ness  would  have  been  distributed  on  the 
street. 

Unfortunately,  there  was  some  misunder- 
standing on  the  part  of  the  locals  of  San  Jose, 
or  they  were  unwilling  to  share  commissions 
on  that  portion  of  the  business  fairly  belong- 
ing to  them.  They  held  indignation  meet- 
ings, and  sent  a  delegation  to  San  Francisco, 
jietitioning  the  managers  not  to  write  any  re- 
insurance on  the  Cured  Fruit  Association  risk. 
A  majority  of  the  offices  signed  an  agreement 
not  to  write  any  reinsurance  on  the  property. 
Meantime  an  inspection  of  the  warehouses  in 
San  Jose  developed  the  fact  that  owing  to 
changes  in  the  hazard,  a  somewhat  higher 
rating  was  required. 

The  directoi's  of  the  Cured  Fruit  Associa- 
tion waxed  exceedingly  wroth  with  insurance 
companies  generally  and  w'ith  the  local  agents 
of  San  Jose  particularly.  They  resolved 
firmly,  it  is  said,  that  the  offending  locals 
should  never  receive  any  of  their  business. 

The  upshot  of  the  whole  affair  is  the  loss  of 
the  entire  business,  so  far  as  Board  com- 
panies are  concerned.  After  some  impossible 
planning  to  introduce  sprinklers  and  carry 
their  own  insurance,  the  directors  of  the 
Cured  Fi-uit  Association  resolved  to  place 
with  the  non-board  companies  all  the  business 
that  thej-  will  carry.     It  is   to  be  written  at 
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former  Board  rates  in  San  Jose,  and  at  shaved 
rates  elsewhere.  The  surplus,  if  any,  will  be 
placed  with  the  Manchester,  Caledonian  and 
American. 

The  Suicide's  Cross. 

SUICIDE   I5Y    SUGGESTION. 

With  reference  to  a  paragraph  in  the  Re- 
view of  July  11th  in  connection  with  the  sui- 
cide of  Frank  M.  Brady  of  New  York,  under 
very  dramatic  circumstances,  after  having  in- 
sured his  life  for  $100,000,  our  Paris  cor- 
respondent adds  some  remarkable,  not  to  say 
startling,  information.  The  item  has  attract- 
ed much  attention  in  the  French  Press,  which 
has  copied  it  extensively  ;  but  the  facts  were 
even  more  remarkable  than  those  mentioned 
in  the  paragraph  referred  to. 

Our  correspondent  says  (and  he  linows  what 
he  is  writing  about,  for  he  saw  Brady  dead 
at  his  desk)  that  the  occurrence  is  one  of  the 
greatest  interest  to  insurance  men.  It  was  a 
remarkable  instance  of  suicide  by  suggestion. 
Brady  had  just  sent  his  clerk  out  to  buy  him 
some  lunch,  and  then  he  took  up  a  copy  of  a 
magazine  in  which  he  saw  an  article  on  sui- 
cide. The  article  gave  the  history  of  persons 
who,  predisposed  towards  self-destruction, 
had  killed  themselves  whilst  in  their  youth. 
The  article  mentioned  the  existence  of  a 
cross,  known  as  the  "suicide's  cross,"  just 
beneath  the  third  finger  of  the  left  hand. 

Brady  had  evidently  sought  for  the  cross  in 
his  own  hand,  for  his  skin  there  was  marked 
with  a  pencil,  and  beyond  a  doubt  there  was 
a  line  in  the  flesh  which  might  have  been 
taken  for  such  a  cross  in  the  mind  of  an  over- 
worked man.  Then  Brady  wrote  in  the  mar- 
gin of  the  page  containing  the  picture  of  the 
suicide's  hand,  "It  is  a  far  better  thing  I  do 
to-day  than  I  have  ever  done.  It  is  a  far  bet- 
ter rest  I  take  than  I  have  ever  known." 
This  done,  he  shot  himself.  These  lines  from 
Dickens'  "Tale  of  Two  Cities"  were  doubtless 
suggested  to  Brady  by  his  having,  on  the  pre- 
vious night,  gone  to  see  Henry  Miller  in  the 
play  called  "The  Only  Way,"  wherein  Sydney 
Carton  utters  the  words  as  he  goes  to  the 
guillotine. 

Brady  died  in  October  last.  Last  winter, 
when  Miller  brought  "The  Only  Way"  to 
Brooklyn,  where  Brady's  widow  lived,  those 
fateful  lines  stared  her  in  the  face  from  every 
bill-board.  She  killed  herself  during  the  sec- 
ond week  of  the  run  of  the  play,  thus  making 
complete  a  remarkable  story  of  suicide  by 
suggestion.    Fortunately  for  insurance  men. 


such  stories  do  not  always  carry  with  them 
the  necessity  for  the  payment  of  the  policy. — 
The  Review,  of  London. 


Danger  of  Delay. 

Clarence  I.  Burr,  of  South  Framingham, 
Mass.,  was  about  to  insure  his  life  for  $10,000, 
but  he  procrastinated.  The  solicitor  tried  in 
vain  to  "close"  him.  Burr  insisted  on  putting 
the  matter  off  a  few  days.  On  the  following 
day  his  body  was  found  floating  in  the  Charles 
river.  An  overturned  canoe  was  found  near 
by.  Twenty  minutes  before  the  body  was 
discovered.  Burr  was  seen  paddling  in  a 
canoe. 

Not  a  great  while  ago  a  well  known  San 
Francisco  merchant  was  invited  to  take  out 
insurance  in  one  of  our  large  companies.  He 
selected  a  15-payment  life  in  the  sum  of 
$10,000.  Urged  to  make  the  application  imme- 
diately, he  refused,  saying  that  he  would 
wait  until  his  return  from  a  vacation  in  the 
country.  He  never  returned  alive.  The  cir- 
cumstances of  this  case  are  known  to  many 
San  Franciscans.  The  merchants'  affairs,  as 
it  turned  out,  were  in  a  bad  shape.  Deprived 
of  his  management,  the  business  "went  to 
pieces."  The  big  store  was  closed,  the  goods 
were  sold  at  a  loss  for  the  benefit  of  creditors, 
and  now  the  merchant  and  his  big  handsome 
"emporium"  are  but  a  memory. 

The  report  of  the  Methvin  case,  pi-inted  in 
the  August  Coast  Review,  points  the  same 
moral.  The  insured  was  asked  to  renew  his 
policy,  and  he  half  promised,  though  saying, 
"Do  I  look  like  a  man  that  was  going  to  die 
soon?"  He  didn't  look  it,  but  a  few  days 
later  he  died. 

We  hope  that  some  procrastinating  man 
who  reads  these  lines  will  heed  the  applica- 
tion thereof,  and  straightway  sign  the  applica- 
tion for  a  life  policj^  and  thus  cheat  the  ill 
fate  that  may  wait  on  procrastination. 


A  PECULiAK  ACCIDENT  destroyed  the  naphtha 
launch  of  the  Pittsburg  Club  recently  at 
Mount  Clemens,  Mich.  Owing  to  a  leak  con- 
siderable naphtha  I'an  into  the  bilge  of  the 
boat.  While  'Martin  Joyce,  the  owner,  was 
bailing  it  out  the  pan  he  was  using  came  in 
contact  with  the  electrical  generator  of  the 
engine.  A  spark  was  caused,  which  exploded 
the  naphtha.  In  an  instant  the  whole  boat 
was  on  fire,  and  it  finally  burned  to  the 
water's  edge. 

The  heirs  of  Joseph  Ellery,  who  was  in  Shel- 
by county,  Tex.,  in  1839,  are  being  sought. 
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Some  Prejudices  About  Life  Assurance. 

E.\TKACT8  FROM  A  PAPEK  BY  JAMES  W.  ALEXAN- 
DER IN  THE  ATLANTIC  MONTHLY  FOR  JULY, 
1900. 

It  is  astonishing  to  observe  how  prejudices  will 
take  hold  of  public  belief,  and  how  next  to  impos- 
sible it  is  to  root  them  out.  Bishop  Berkeley, 
whose  common  sense  was  no  less  notable  than  his 
learning,  says  :  "  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  inculcate 
that  the  difference  between  prejudices  and  other 
opinions  doth  not  consist  in  this,  that  the  former 
are  false  and  the  latter  true;  but  in  this,  that  the 
former  are  taken  upon  trust,  and  the  latter  ac- 
quired by  reasoning."  And  an  oldpoet  of  the  eight- 
eenth century  says:  "  Remember,  when  the  judg- 
ment's weak  the  prejudice  is  strong."'  It  is  most 
important,  then,  to  encourage  clear  thinking  on  a 
subject  like  the  management  of  life  assurance— an 
institution  which  to-day  commands  such  enormous 
contributions  from  the  public,  and  which  is  a  tre- 
mendous agency  for  good,  if  properly  conducted. 

The  first  fallacy  to  be  noticed  is,  that  a  large 
"  new  business  "  transacted  annually  by  a  life  as- 
surance company,  taken  by  itself,  and  without 
regard  to  other  considerations,  is  necessarily  a 
criterion  of  prosperity.         *       *       *       * 

The  ambition  to  do  the  largest  instead  of  the 
best  business  seems  to  be  at  the  bottom  of  this 
tendency.  The  ambition  to  excel  is  not  reprehensi- 
ble. It  is  a  strange  sort  of  mind  that  does  not 
make  a  man  eager  to  be  at  the  top.  The  vicious- 
ness  of  the  trend  is  introduced,  when,  to  attain 
that  end,  sacrifice  of  some  good  principle  in  what 
should  be  a  scientifically  conducted  business  is 
made.  It  is  done,  as  Sir  Richard  Steele,  of  The 
Tatler  and  The  Spectator  said,  because  "  the 
business  is  to  keep  up  the  amazement."  And  it  is 
worth  noticing  that  when  he  said  this,  he  was 
writing  on  Quack  Advertisements. 

The  shores  of  time  are  strewn  with  the  wrecks  of 
life  companies  which  have  disregarded  the  basic 
principles  referred  to.  The  multitude  of  defunct 
co-operative  companies,  dependent  on  assessments 
for  their  existence,  are  among  them.  These  had 
their  day,  and  thousands  of  people  were  persuaded 
that  it  was  just  as  well  to  ignore  mathematical 
axioms,  laws  of  mortality,  and  the  experience  of  a 
century,  and  put  their  trust  in  novices  who  ap- 
pealed to  a  penny-wise  instinct.  They  failed, 
when  honestly  managed,  because  their  premiums 
were  too  low  or  too  uncertain.  There  were  others, 
too,  who  attempted  to  prove  that  very  low  premi- 
ums in  regular  companies  were  just  as  safe  as 
standard  rates.  Those  who  placed  their  confidence 
in  these  generally  met  with  bitter  disappointment. 
The  Spectator  Year  Book  gives  a  list  of  more  than 
one  hundred  and  eighty  American  life  assurance 
companies  which  have  failed,  or  retired  from  busi- 
ness, since  I8I2;  and  lists  of  defunct  American  as- 
sessment companies  have  been  published  contain- 
ing several  thousand  names. 

But  let  it  not  be  supposed  that  similar,  if  less 
excessive,  evils  do  not  lurk  in  the  business  as  con- 


ducted by  many  a  large  and  prosperous  company. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  is  none  the  less  true  that  the 
variations  from  a  severe  standard  of  management 
have  not  reached  the  danger  point.  The  burning 
question  for  managers  to  decide  is,  whether  it  is 
compatible  with  high  principle — either  commercial 
oi  moral — to  relax  wholesome  restrictions  for  the 
purpose  of  popularity,  and  thus  tO' venture  as  near 
as  possible,  to  the  limit  of  prudence.  Take  the 
question  of  assumption  of  interest  rate  for  exam- 
ple. Other  things  being  equal,  the  premiums 
charged  by  the  various  companies  will  be  lower  if 
it  is  assumed  that  the  average  rate  of  interest  to 
be  realized  throughout  the  future,  on  the  aggregate 
of  funds  employed  and  unemployed,  will  be  three 
and  one-hall  per  cent,  (or  four  per  cent.)  than  if  a 
three  per  cent,  rate  should  be  assumed.  Nearly  all 
the  principal  states  now  require  a  standard  based 
on  the  assumption  of  an  average  of  four  per  cent, 
interest,  while  five  of  the  companies  have  already 
adopted,  in  whole  or  in  part,  a  three  per  cent, 
standard  on  new  business.  This  enables  these 
companies  to  make  a  gradual  change,  without 
shock,  from  the  higher  to  the  lower  rate  of  interest 
(which  means  a  change  from  a  lower  standard  to  a 
higher  standard,  inasmuch  as  more  reserve  must 
be  held  to  make  up  for  the  lessening  of  the  annual 
increase  by  interest).  The  effect  of  this  will  be 
seen  from  the  fact  that  about  $833,000,000  of  busi- 
ness went  off  the  bool?s  of  American  companies  in 
1899,  by  reason  of  death,  maturity,  purchase,  and 
lapse,  and  the  amount  increases  from  year  to  year. 
Thus  the  continual  process  of  four  percent,  busi- 
ness dropping  out,  and  of  three  per  cent,  business 
coming  in,  works  an  easy  and  gradual  change  from 
the  lower  to  the  higher  standard  without  shock  or 
inconvenience. 

Another  consideration  bearing  on  prosperity  is 
the  amount  which  the  company  pays  back  to  the 
policyholder  if  his  policy  is  prematurely  surren- 
dered. There  has  been  great  competition  in  this 
particular.  Some  have  advocated  the  payment  of 
the  entire  legal  reserve  held  against  each  policy. 
Some  have  approximated  to  this.  Some  have  even 
promised  more.  Rivalry  in  offering  "inducements" 
has  undoubtedly  had  an  influence  in  raising  such 
offers  above  what  is  wise  or  prudent.  Every  pol- 
icyholder retiring  undermines  just  to  that  extent 
the  stability  of  the  business,  especially  as  it  is 
believed  that  the  bad  lives  stick  while  the  good 
retire.  The  calculations  of  a  life  assurance  com- 
pany are  based  on  the  general  assumption  that  the 
entrants  will  persist.  To  spend  great  energy  in 
getting  them  in,  and  at  the  same  time  to  offer  undue 
inducements  for  them  to  get  out,  seems  an  irra- 
tional proceeding.  The  management  of  companies 
has  been  too  much  swayed  by  what  is  "popular." 
Many  a  time  it  is  the  unpopular  measure  which  is 
the  best. 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  compassion  wasted  on 
the  improvident  people  who  give  up  their  policies, 
and  one  would  almost  imagine,  when  reading  what 
some  have  written,  and  what  has  in  certain  in- 
stances been  enacted  into  law  under  a  misguided 
popular  influence,  that  the  chief  object  of  life  as- 


The   Coast   Rev'iew? 


493 


surance  was  to  take  care  of  those  who  abandon 
their  policies  at  the  expense  of  those  who  keep 
them.  The  truth  is,  that  it  is  the  prospective 
widows  and  orphans  of  the  deserters  who  are  en- 
titled to  our  sympathy,  and  it  ought  to  be  made 
hard  for  those  who,  yielding  to  slight  monetary 
pressure  or  to  the  seltish  desire  to  use  the  money 
for  this,  that,  or  the  other  gratification,  forget  their 
duty  to  their  wives  and  children.  The  cases  of  real 
hardship  to  the  living  policyholders  are  as  nothing 
to  the  many  cases  of  cruel  hardship  among  widows 
and  orphans  who  have  been  hastily  and  thought- 
lessly abandoned  by  those  for  whom  this  desertion 
has  been  made  easy  by  modern  assurance  methods, 
born  of  competition.  The  ideal  system  would  be 
absolute  prohibition  of  surrender  values  in  cash, 
and  the  limitation  of  the  same  to  fully  paid  assur- 
ance in  proportion  to  the  reserves  held  against 
each  policy. 

Another  prevailing  prejudice  is  that  life  assur- 
ance companies  are  tying  up  money,  and  are  in 
some  cases  growing  so  large  that  there  is  no  tell- 
ing what  will  come  of  them  in  the  end.  As  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  these  are  great  distributing  agencies,  of 
immense  convenience  to  the  people,  bringing  money 
within  the  reach  of  all  who  have  proper  security. 
Their  assets  consist,  for  the  most  part,  in  loans 
made  to  those  who  are  using  the  money  to  develop 
and  advance  industry,  commerce,  and  the  other 
complex  movements  which  are  involved  in  a  pro- 
gressive civilization.  The  very  law  of  their  exist- 
ence requires  that  their  assets  should  be  as  con- 
stantly as  possible  in  active  use.  Moreover, 
instead  of  being  ever  growing  "octopi,"  their 
growth  is  limited  by  the  very  conditions  of  the 
business ;  because,  by  reason  of  lapses,  surrenders, 
deaths,  and  maturities,  so  much  assurance  is  an- 
nually terminated  that  a  very  lai'ge  business  is 
required  to  keep  up  the  total  amount  outstanding, 
and  the  latter  amount  is  likely  to  increase  less  and 
less  rapidly,  even  under  the  present  order  of  things. 


The    Massachusetts   Insurance    Commissioner. 

The  department  is  to-day  conducted  with  intelli- 
gence and  honesty ;  but  the  advocates  of  the  one- 
year  term  valuation,  whose  business  has  suffered 
in  reputation  from  their  own  folly,  propose  to  un- 
dermine the  department  by  removing  the  present 
commissioner  and  substituting  a  weak  and  ineffi- 
cient man,  who  will  be  subservient  to  their  inter- 
ests.—H.  H.  Putnam. 

We  have  before  pointed  out  the  unreliabil- 
ity of  this  prolific  but  disci-edited  writer  on 
insurance  topics.  With  him  evidently  the 
wish  is  often  father  to  the  thought,  and  the 
thought  is  allowed  to  go  regardless  of  whether 
it  conforms  to  facts,  the  rules  of  logic  or  the 
canons  of  common  sense.  We  are  not  aware 
that  anyone  has  questioned  the  honesty  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Massachuselts  Insurance 
Department  under  Commissioner  Cutting,  or 
alleged  that  he  directed  its  affairs  without 
intelligence.     A  man  may  be  honest  absolutely 


and  intelligent  to  a  certain  degree,  and  yet 
be  too  narrow  minded  to  recognize  good  in  any 
course  of  conduct  but  his  own,  and  too  arbi- 
trary to  be  trusted  with  matters  of  public  in- 
terest. It  is  .sheer  nonsense  to  claim,  as  Mr. 
Putnam  does,  that  a  wholesale  attack  upon 
the  life  insurance  business  and  a  slander  upon 
its  field  workers,  such  as  Mr.  Cutting  indulged 
in  in  his  recent  report,  were  necessary  to  a 
discussion  of  one  year  term  policies.  It  is 
quite  conceivable  that  the  forty  odd  insur- 
ance superintendents  of  other  states,  who  dif- 
fer from  Mr.  Cutting  in  their  treatment  of 
one  year  term  policies,  are  as  honest  and  in- 
telligent as  is  Mr.  Cutting;  but  if  one  of 
them  should  allow  himself  to  be  so  "hoo- 
dooed"  by  a  freak  journalist  as  to  lapse  in 
sound  judgment  and  discretion,  and  in  a  wild 
paroxysm  denounce  the  modern  life  insurance 
policy  as  ''one-sided  and  absolutely  blind  to 
one  of  the  parties,"  and  charge  life  insurance 
agents  with  dishonesty,  it  wouldn't  be  sur- 
prising if  the  public  should  stand  aghast  at 
the  spectacle.  That  such  au  one  was  un- 
worthy a  position  of  trust  in  an  executive  de- 
partment of  any  commonwealth  would  be  a 
natural  and  necessary  conclusion.  It  will 
strike  most  people,  however,  that  to  get  rid 
of  such  a  misfit  commissioner  would  not  tend 
to  undermine  a  department,  but  would,  on 
the  contrary,  strengthen  it.— The  Weekly 
Underwriter.         

Hail  Insurance.— A  recent  h  ail  storm 
destroyed  40,000  acres  of  the  finest  grain 
in  North  Dakota,  last  month.  Even 
grain  in  the  shock  was  destroyed.  A  dis- 
patch says  many  hailstones  were  from 
three  to  four  inches  in  diameter.  Hail 
insurance  is  general  in  the  Dakotas,  where 
there  are  a  number  of  hail  mutuals.  The 
St.  Paul  F.  &  M.  does  a  large  amount  of 
hail  business  in  the  Northwest,  and  has 
heen  very  successful  in  this  line. 


Union  and  Non-Union.— Rough  Notes 
pi-ints  tables  of  premiums  to  show  the 
effects  of  the  separation  rule.  Of  thirty 
non-union,  nineteen  report  gain  in  prem- 
iums. Of  sixty-six  union,  forty-five  gained 
in  premiums,  in  the  first  half  of  1900,  as 
compared  with  the  first  half  "99.  '-Hon- 
ors are  easy. " 

It  is  intimated  that  two  British  fire 
offices  will  reinsure. 
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Life  Insurance  for  Total  Abstainers. 

[From  Insurance  World.] 
It  is  reported  that,  "upou  petition  of  ttie 
large  number  of  the  heavy  insurers  of  the 
United  States,"  the  Equitable  Life  Assurance 
Society  is  going  to  issue  policies  to  total 
abstainers  as  a  separate  class,  the  surplus  on 
which  is  to  be  kept  in  such  form  that  the  sal- 
vage, if  any,  on  mortality  because  of  their 
good  habits,  shall  be  preserved  for  them.  We 
suppose  that  "the  heaviest  insurers"  does  not 
meau  what  it  says,  because  presumably  most 
such  are  beer-dinkers.  We  do  not  wonder  that 
the  Equitable  has  taken  this  up;  the  only 
marvel  is  that  other  companies  have  not  done 
so  long  ago,  because  there  is  the  opinion 
among  many  abstainers  that  the  mortality 
among  persons  who  leave  intoxicating  liquors 
alone,  is  much  lower  than  even  among  tem- 
perate drinkers.  Moreover,  abstainers  are 
generally  inclined  to  patronize  anj'thing  which 
makes  for  abstinence;  and  merely  to  create 
a  class  like  this  is  a  direct  bid  for  their  pat- 
ronage. 

It  is  not  the  lirst  time  it  has  been  tried. 
Thus  the  Total  Abstinence  Life  Association, 
of  Chicago,  got  $11,000,000  of  life  insurance  on 
its  books,  principally  by  advertising  in  papers 
which  reacii  abstainers.  Afterwards,  the 
Mutual  Reserve  took  it  up  and  added  several 
millions  of  dollars  to  its  insurance  in  force. 
The  American  Temperance  Life  Association, 
founded  a  number  of  years  ago  to  furnish  in- 
surance exclusively  to  temperance  men,  is  still 
in  existence  with  a  considerable  volume  of  in- 
surance in  force.  The  Royal  Templars  of  Tem- 
perance, a  fraternal  order,  also  organized  to 
insure  the  lives  of  abstainers  only,  got  a  busi- 
ness of  no  small  proportions  and  is  still  in  ex- 
istence although,  probabJy  because  of  the 
defects  of  the  assessment  system,  it  is  now 
experiencing  a  higher  death  rate  than  the 
usual,  instead  of  a  lower. 

Until  the  Equitable  consented  to  make 
this  distinction,  however,  no  regular  company 
in  this  country,  we  believe,  has  done  so,  since 
very  early  in  the  history  of  life  insurance. 
The  Phoenix  Mutual  Life,  of  Hartford,  was 
organized  as  the  American  Temperance  Life, 
aud,  during  a  few  of  its  early  years,  undertook 
to  do  a  business  among  abstainers  exclusively, 
we  believe.  From  that  day  to  the  present 
time,  no  regular  company  has  tried  this  in  the 
United  States,  although  there  is  one  in  Canada 
and  at  least  one  in  Great  Britain  which  have 
made  a  direct  bid  for  this  business,  although 
in  bjth  cases,  we  believe,  taking  other  busi- 
ness also. 


It  has  been  asserted  upon  the  authority  of  a 
statistical  report  by  the  British  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, that  the  claim  that  the  mortality 
among  total  abstainers  is  lower  than  the 
general  mortality,  is  unfounded.  Statis- 
tics were  given  out,  purporting  to  show 
that  the  death  rate  among  occasional  drinkers, 
moderatedrinkers  and  even  immoderate  drink- 
ers, was  in  each  case  lower  than  the  death 
rate  among  abstainers.  These  statistics 
proved  too  much,  being  contrary  to  the  facts 
of  ordinary  observation ;  and  investigation 
has  also  shown  that  their  basis  was  not  reli- 
able. There  is  probably  no  doubt,  whatever, 
that  if  the  insured  were  of  equal  vitality  other- 
wise abstainers  from  alcoholic  liquors  would 
increase  the  longevity  of  one  group  consider- 
ably beyond  another  group  of  persons  who  use 
intoxicants.  Nobody  seriously  questions  this ; 
and  the  experience  of  life  insurance  companies 
in  the  matter  of  the  use  of  liquors  has  been 
sucli,  that  the  companies  are  more  and  more 
particular  every  year  in  investigating  the 
habits  of  applicants. 

The  diJMculty  is  that  men  are  likely  to  be 
abstinent  during  part  of  their  lives  and  not 
abstinent  duringother  periods.  Thishas  some 
influence  even  upon  the  selection,  because 
men  who  have  been  free  drinkers  atone  time, 
and  who  have  found  that  their  only  safety 
lies  in  total  abstinence,  are  justly  regarded 
with  suspicion,  fears  being  entertained  that 
they  will  lapse  into  their  former  habits. 
Companies  can  guard  against  accepting  persons 
of  this  class,  by  an  investigation  of  their  hab- 
its aud  history;  but  among  those  who  pass 
muster,  will  of  course  be  some  who  at  least 
are  not  up  to  the  highest  grade  of  total  ab- 
stainers. Apart  from  this,  however,  their  is 
the  consideration  of  what  is  to  be  done  with 
those  who  are  insured  as  total  a^bstaiuers  and 
cease  to  be  such  while  their  policies  are  con- 
tinued in  force.  The  radical  temperence  man 
will  say  that  the  insurance  should  absolutely 
lapse  and  become  void,  it  being  his  view  that 
there  cannot  be  too  severe  a  penaltj'  upon  in- 
dulgences. He  himself,  however,  will  probably 
be  quick  enough  to  resent  this  as  a  great  in- 
justice, if  he  chances  to  be  one  of  those  who 
lapse.  It  is  no  longer  considered  by  persons 
competent  to  judge,  that  drinkers  are  person- 
ally responsible  for  their  condition  which  is 
usualh'  owing  to  physical  and  mental  condi- 
tion over  which  they  have  but  a  limited  con- 
trol. To  rob  a  man's  family  of  his  insurance 
at  a  time  when  they  are  most  likely  to  need 
it,  is  not  a  very  creditable  procedure  and  it 
would  not  add  very  greatly  to  the  popularity 
of  a  company.    Still  worse  would  it  be  to  per- 
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mit  him  to  pay  premiums  throughout  his  life- 
time and  then,  having  been  able  to  prove  that 
he  took  a  glass  of  wine,  to  refuse  to  pay  the 
claim. 

It  follows  from  these  things,  almost  as  a 
matter  of  certainty,  that  insurance  which  is 
confined  to  total  abstainers  will  in  practice  be 
insurance  only  upon  persons  who  state  in  their 
applications  that  they  are  total  abstainers  and 
who  set  out  as  such,  but  who  may  not  continue 
to  be  abstinent  during  the  whole  of  their  lives. 
Doubtless  this  has  been  the  case  also  among 
those  who  have  been  insured  in  total  absti- 
nence classes,  both  in  regular  companies  and 
associations.  It  is  reported  that  both  in 
Great  Britain  and  Canada  the  mortality  in 
the  total  abstinence  classes  is  more  favorable 
than  the  general  mortality  in  the  same  com- 
pany, which  fact  seems  to'  indicate  that  it 
will  not  be  useless  to  make  the  distinction, 
and  that  persons  who  are  total  abstainers, 
may  derive  some  benefit  from  carrying  poli- 
cies in  such  a  class.  The  more  favorable  mor- 
tality experience  is  also  an  indication  that 
the  mortality  among  those  who  are  total  ab- 
stainers throughout  their  lives,  must  be  very 
considerably  lower  than  the  average  ;  because, 
as  we  have  pointed  out,  the  persons  who  are 
insured  as  total  abstainers,  do  not  all  of  them 
remain  such  throughout  their  career,  and  the 
class  under  observation  is  not  wholly  made  up 
of  total  abstainers. 

If  an  accurate  record  could  be  kept,  it  might 
have  great  scientific  value,  not  merely  in  de- 
termining whether  on  the  whole  the  mortality 
is  more  favorable,  because  that  must  be  con- 
ceded in  advance.  Statistics  agree  that  absti- 
nence is  valuable  to  longevity,  and  that  con- 
vivial habits  are  a  menace  to  health  and  life; 
but  it  would  be  interesting  to  know  just  how 
the  increased  mortality  is  brought  about  by 
the  use  of  intoxicants  and  especially  the 
effect  it  has  upon  the  number  who  actually 
reach  old  age  and  upon  the  ultimate  limit  of 
life.  The  later  scientific  investigation  of  the 
effects  of  alcohol  on  the  human  system  has 
disclosed  that  it  ages  a  man  by  increasing  the 
deposits  of  lime  in  the  tissues  and  particu- 
larlj^  at  the  ends  of  the  arteries,  thus  inclining 
men  to  what  is  known  as  "senile  apoplexy" 
and  similar  disease  at  an  age  when  they 
should  not  ordinariij^  be  subject  to  them.  A 
separate  class  for  abstainers  in  life  insurance 
might  have  the  effect  to  exhibit  the  influence 
of  alcohol  in  this  regard  in  statistical  form. 
No  temperance  lecture  of  the  ordinary  hyster- 
ical and  sentimental  sort  could  possibly  be  so 
conclusive  and  convincing  as  this. 


Fire  Underw^riting  Moral  Spikes. 

The  following  extracts  are  taken  from  a 
paper  read  by  Mr.  J.  S.  Groce  at  the  recent 
meeting  of  the  Texas  Local  Underwriter's 
Association : 

Here  are  a  few  moral  spikes  I  would  like  to 
get  into  your  heads,  if  I  have  to  get  them 
there  with  a  pile-driver.  Then  I  want  them 
clinched  on  the  other  side,  so  nothing  short  of 
a  stump  machine  can  ever  get  them  out. 

First.  The  patron  you  buy  with  a  cut  rate,  or  a 
rebate,  is  never  worth  quite  what  you  paid  for  him. 
however  cheap  the  price,  while  the  agent  he  buys  is 
probably  the  cheapest  commodity  in  the  market. 

Stcoitd.  If  you  buy  him  once,  you  must  keep  up 
the  process  indefinitely,  because  he  will  never 
again  pay  you  an  adequate  rate,  and  should  you 
ever,  in  a  spasm  of  virtue  demand  the  proper  rate, 
he  will  quit  you,  and  go  back  to  the  agent  whom  he 
respects,  and  who  has  some  hold  on  his  confidence 
and  esteem. 

Third.  Don't  fail  to  stand  up  for  the  moral  side 
of  your  profession  first,  last  and  all  the  time,  re- 
membering that  however  it  may  be  assailed  by 
ignorance,  or  bombarded  by  prejudice,  it  has  no 
immoral  side,  save  of  your  own  making. 

Fourth  and  last.  Don't  on  your  hopes  of  profes- 
sional salvation,  ever  be  drawn  into  a  rate  war. 
Some  business  must  be  lost,  by  fair  means  or  foul, 
and  to  rush  into  a  general  slaughter  of  rates, 
jeopardizing  your  very  livelihood,  because  you 
have  lost  a  risk  or  two,  is  about  as  logical  as  de- 
ciding to  go  naked  because  you  have  lost  one  of 
your  socks. 

The  Hartford  Fire  Circular. 

In  a  circular  to  its  agents  the  Hartford  Fire 
insurance  company  makes  some  interesting 
statements  as  follows: 

It  is  now  some  years  since  we  have  asked  for  lists 
of  our  associates  in  our  various  agencies.  Most  of 
you,  we  know,  represent  only  reliable  companies. 
For  several  years  small  but  fair  margins  of  profit 
were  made  by  insurance  companies.  uring  these 
years  many  property  owners,  and  we  fear  some 
agents  came  to  feel  that  one  policy  of  insurance 
was  just  as  good  as  another.  For  the  past  year 
and  ahalf  insurance  companies  generally  have  been 
losing  money  heavily.  The  future  outlook  is  grow- 
ing darker  rather  than  brighter.  Property  owners 
are  now  scrutinizing  with  care  the  character  of  the 
indemnity  offered.  Their  attention  is  called  to  the 
importance  of  this  by  the  withdrawal  and  failure 
of  so  many  companies.  Many  of  you  would  be  sur- 
prised to  know  the  number  of  companies  in  this 
country  to-day  seeking  reinsurance — in  some  cases 
without  cash  resources  enough  left  to  pay  the 
necessary  premium.  The  withdrawal,  or  worse, 
the  failure  of  a  company  in  any  agency,  is  a  pos- 
itive injury  to  the  entire  agency.  We  are  desirous, 
therefore,  of  securing  the  names  of  companies  rep- 
resented by  each  of  our  agents,  so  that  we  may  be 
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in  a  position  to  aid  our  agents  with  timely  notice 
of  approaching  disaster,  and  to  give  them  advice 
which  may  be  of  benefit  to  their  agencies. 


Department  Store  Hazard.— Had 
the  fire  and  water  departments  been  in 
the  habit  of  advertising-  by  the  page  in 
the  newspapers,  it  is  most  probable  that 
the  latter  would  have  violently  assailed 
the  hazardous  conditions  in  the  depart- 
ment stores  and  for  once  they 'would  have 
hit  the  nail  on  the  head.  It  does  not 
take  much  study  of  this  subject  of  un- 
brolcen  areas  to  decide  that  the  modern 
department  stoi-e  is  to-day  the  greatest 
menace  to  surrounding  property  that  ex- 
ists within  the  business  district  of  any 
city,  and  in  saying  this  all  proper  credit 
is  given  to  fire-proof  construction  and  to 
the  sprinkler  systems  commonly  installed. 
— H.  W.  Bringhurst,  Sec.  P.  C.  Ass'n  of 
Fire  Chiefs. 


and  the  identity  of  the  two  got  mixed. 
The  wife  threw  olj  her  widow's  weeds 
joyfully  enough,  but  failed  to  adjust  the 
financial  part  of  the  affair. 


A  Hungarian  wrote  for  the  agency  of 
a  life  insurance  company:  "Our  country 
is  on  a  rising  condition,  and  intellectual 
progress  can  be  observed  even  with  the 
class  of  people.  There  are  four  Ameri- 
can companies  doing  business  here 
since  years.  Would  it  be  correspond ance 
with  your  intentions  to  take  par-t  with 
some  capital  on  creating  a  Hungarian  life 
assurance  stock  company?  It  is  namely 
here  under  allegation  of  the  most  promi- 
nent people.  Such  foreign  company  will 
receive  in  the  way  of  reinsurance  an  ade- 
quate quotation  of  the  whole  business. 
which  means  by  yearly  progress!  veness 
few  million  kronen  premium  income.  "  In 
case  you  would  care  to  come  near  to  this 
subject,  please  pay  your  most  attention. 
Mor.  Ronay. "     

Errors  in  the  war  office  lists  in  Eng- 
land are  causing  serious  complications. 
Recently,  on  the  strength  of  an  official 
report  of  the  death  of  a  well-insured  pri- 
vate, his  wife  was  paid  considerable  sums 
of  life  insurance  money  and  also  received 
allowances  from  four  patriotic  funds. 
Later,  it  appears,  the  I'eport  of  the  private's 
death  proved  to  be  a  mistake.  It  was  his 
comrade,  from  the  same  town  and  bear- 
ing the  same  name,  who  had   been  killed, 


We  have  before  mentioned  the  fact 
that  the  real  trusts  as  a  rule  are  ignored 
by  the  pi^ess  and  politicians.  It  is  only 
the  alleged  trusts — such  as  the  bogy  in- 
surance trust — that  are  charged  by  the 
dons.  Here  in  San  Francisco,  for  ex- 
ample, there  is  the  lumber  trust — iron 
clad  and  armed  with  agreements  and 
clauses  and  certifications  and  penalties 
and  other  rapid-fii'ing  guns,  with  detec- 
tives and  field  glasses  in  the  military  top- 
masts; and  not  a  trust-baiter  says  a  word. 
And  so  it  is  all  over  the  country.  There 
ai-e  trusts  and  trusts — objectionable  and 
harmless — some  essential  and  beneficent, 
and  others  obtrusive  and  vicious.  But 
fire  insurance  is  not  a  trust  or  monopoly 
in  any  sense,  and  never  can  be.  A  busi- 
ness that  pays  only  3  per  cent,  on  in- 
vested cajDital.  which  has  numerous  non- 
board  competitors,  and  which  has  a  loss 
and  expense  ratio  equal  to  its  premium 
income,  is  as  fi-ee  from  the  faults  and 
menaces  of  a  monopoly  or  trust  as  is 
farming. 


New  Offices  of  the  Phoenix  of  Hartford. 

The  change  is  a  decided  improvement 
in  several  respects.  There  is  more  room 
and  there  is  far  beter  ventilation,  and 
there  is  no  flight  of  steps.  We  refer  to 
the  new  quartei's  of  the  Phoenix  of  Hart, 
ford  at  214  Sansome  street,  San  Francisco. 
The  length  of  the  office  is  something  like 
120  feet,  with  an  open  area  in  the  rear. 

Ventilation  is  perfect:  the  light  is  good- 
and  the  general  efltect  is  cheerful.  The 
city  men  are  in  front.  Manager  Folger 
and  Assistant  Manager  Hewitt  have  light 
and  room}'  offices  at  the  back,  with  morn- 
ing sunshine.  Prisms  distribute  the  after- 
noon sunshine  through  the  length  of  the 
office.  In  the  center  are  large  steel 
vaults.  It  is  evident  that  convenience 
has  not  been  sacrificed  for  room  and  more 
healthful  conditions.  We  congratulate 
the  Phoenix  staff  on  the  change. 
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Saratoga  Life  Meeting. 

The  eleventh  annual  convention  of  the 
National  Association  of  Life  Underwrit- 
ers met  in  Saratoga,  N.  Y.,  September  IL 
About  125  delegates  from  various  local 
associations  were  present.  San  Francisco 
was  not  represented.  The  following  res- 
olution was  adopted — 

Be  it  resolved  :  That  the  National  Associa- 
tion hereby  re-afflrms  its  declaration  in  favor 
of  i-educed  first  year's  commissions  and  in- 
creased renewals,  in  conformity  with  the  res- 
olution offered  at  Buffalo  last  year. 

I.  Layton  Register,  financial  agent  of 
the  Equitable  Life  at  Philadelphia,  was 
elected  president.  Fred  B.  Mason  of  Chi- 
cago was  elected  secretary.  Among  the 
vice-presidents  elected  was  F.  A.  Stolp  of 
the  National  Life,  of  San  Francisco. 


The  Pacific  Mutoal's  New  Combination  Ac- 
.cident  Policy, 

The  management  of  the  Pacific  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Company  is  always  at  the 
fore  with  liberal  policies,  in  both  life  and 
accident  departments.  The  latest  policy 
is  the  combination  accident,  on  the  annu- 
ity plan  with  return  of  all  premiums. 

The  special  features  of  the  new  combina- 
tion accident  policy  are  the  return  of  all 
premiums  in  case  of  accidental  death  and 
the  doubling  of  amounts  payable  in  case 
of  injur-ies  incurred  while  a  passenger  in  a 
public  conveyance  or  while  riding  in  an 
elevator  or  as  the  result  of  the  burning 
of  a  building  while  the  insured  was  therein. 

In  case  of  injuries  caused  by  hernia,  pro- 
duced by  accident,  one  half  of  the  amounts  is 
payable.  One-tenth  if  injuries  are  caused  by 
gas,  vapor,  poison,  or  injuries  intentionally  in- 
flicted by  any  other  person  (except  assaults 
for  burglary  or  robbery,  for  which  full 
amounts  are  paid.  One-half  the  policy  is  pay- 
able if  death  is  caused  by  other  bodily  injur- 
ies of  which  there  is  no  external,  visible  con- 
tusion or  wound  upon  the  body  (drowning  ex- 
cepted), or  if  death  is  caused  by  sunstroke  or 
freezing. 

The  weekly  indemnity  is  payable  at  end  of 
each  period  of  eight  weeks.  For  total  dis- 
ability the  limit  is  200  weeks;  for  partial  dis- 
ability the  limit  is  26  weeks,  and  is  propor- 
tioned to  degree  of  disablement.  Indemnity 
previously  paid  for  former  injuries  is   not  de- 


ducted in  case  of  death,  loss  of  sight,  amputa- 
tion, or  disability. 

The  principal  sum  may  be  increased  from 
seven  to  eighty  per  cent,  through  the  annu- 
ity plan. 

To  Mr.  Cromer  of  Pomona. 

This  is  an  open  letter.  The  writer  has 
noticed  in  the  southern  California  papers 
letters  from  you,  and  reports  of  lectures 
by  you  before  farmers,  on  the  subject  of 
mutual  fire  insurance,  especially  farmei-s' 
mutual.  You  make,  and  are  credited 
with  making,  a  number  of  eri-oneous  and 
misleading  statements.  You  are  especial- 
ly weak  and  mischievous  in  figures.  In- 
deed, you  are  absurd  all  round,  and  can 
hardly  be  taken  seriously.  The  writer, 
who  has  been  the  editor  and  writer  for 
this  journal  for  some  seventeen  years, 
would  be  willing  to  debate  the  subject  of 
mutual  fire  insurance  with  you  before 
some  farmers'  society,  at  any  time  you 
may  select,  October  excepted.  If  you  re- 
peat what  you  have  previously  said  you 
shall  be  convicted  of  gross  errors  and  un- 
pardonable misstatements.  Your  hearers 
will  be  left  to  draw  their  own  conclusions 
as  to  your  motives.  e.  ii.  bacon. 


An  attorney  in  San  Francisco,  variously 
charged,  swore  to  a  complaint,  last 
month,  charging  M.  y  C.  Agramonte 
with  felony  embezzlement.  Chretien  ex- 
plained that  in  1890  he  and  his  wife  be- 
came sureties  for  Agramonte  when  he  was 
appointed  agent  in  Mexico  for  the  Pacific 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company.  May  24, 
1894,  he  was  notified  by  the  company  that 
Agramonte  was  a  defaulter  to  the  extent 
of  $1,425,  and  the  company  entered  suit 
on  the  bond  to  recover  the  amount.  A 
compromise  was  effected  by  the  payment 
of  $750.  Agramonte  left  the  country,  but 
about  a  week  ago  Chretien  noticed  in  a 
newspaper  that  he  was  again  in  the  city 
and  had  attended  a  banquet  of  the  Guate- 
malan colony.  Chretien  at  once  notified 
Attorney  Barnes,  who  with  the  assist- 
ance of  a  private  detective  located  Agra- 
monte and  he  promised  to  meet  Barnes 
and  arrange  to  liquidate  his  indebted- 
ness. He  did  not  appear  and  it  was 
learned  that  he  had  started  for  Mexico. 
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This  Year  and  Last, 

Most  of  the  old-time  life  insurance  com- 
panies that  have  reported  their  business  for 
the  first  half  of  the  present  year  have  done 
very  well.  Fifteen  of  the  twenty-six  wrote 
more  business  than  they  did  in  the  corres- 
ponding period  of  1899,  and  that  was  a  i-ecord- 
breaking  half  year  in  the  life  insui-ance  busi- 
ness of  this  country.  The  iigures  ai-e  as  fol- 
lows : 

1900.  1S9!). 

^tnaLife $15,521,330  $11,490,.325 

Berkshire  Life 3,329,800  4,052,590 

Connecticut  General  Life    .   .  1,606,926  1,569,229 

Connecticut  Mutual  Life     .   .  5,237,406  5,406,450 

Equitable  Life  of  Iowa     .   .   .  1.415,250  902,000 

Germania  Life 5,759,421  5,784,307 

John  Hancock  Mutual  Life    .  31,762,227  27,538,464 

Kansas  Mutual  Life 1,533,600  1,192,700 

Manhattan  Life 4,874,571  4,464.379 

Maryland  Life 4.59,245  444,125 

Massachusetts  Mutual  Life  .  10,307,400  10,-558,250 

Michigan  Mutual  Life  ....  4,488,059  3,628,836 

Mutual  Benefit  Life 18,493,212  19,806,086 

Mutual  Life  of  Kentucky     .   .  991,037  2.005,834 

National  Life  of  Vermont   .   .  8,506,685  8.373,308 

New  England  Mutual  Life  .   .  6,721,620  7,017,650 

Northwestern  Mutual  Life  .   .  36,431.707  37,609,962 

Pacific  Mutual 5,032,000  3,608,000 

Penn  Mutual  Life        24.561,533  18,681,689 

Phoenix  Mutual  Life 7,805,894  7,452,975 

Provident  Life  and  Trust    .   .  6,782,901  6,589,373 

Royal  Mutual  Life 2,648,490  1,803.250 

Security  Trust  and  Life  .   .   .  4.237,325  3,247,684 

State  Mutual  Life  of  Mass  .   .  5,944,960  5.743,889 

Travelers' Insurance  Co.  ..   .  9.017,018  10,841,407 

Union  Mutual  Life 4,730,255  4,771,699 

United  States  Life 3,349,459  4,085,966 

Non-Paying    Hazards   on    the    Pacific    Coast. 

The  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  of  the 
Pacific  has  for  some  time  been  engaged  iu 
collecting  and  classifying  statistics  of  losses 
on  this  Coast,  from  the  companies,  during  the 
past  two  years,  and  from  the  loss  reports  in 
the  Coast  Review  in  previous  years.  Man- 
ager Hei-bert  Folger  is  in  charge  of  this  use- 
ful work,  and  he  is  putting  in  some  of  his 
spare  time  evenings  on  the  files  of  this  journal. 
We  need  not  add  that  the  work  is  being  done 
thoroughly  and  intelligently,  and  that  the 
outcome  can  not  be  other  than  beneficial. 

The  committee  is  not  yet  prepared  to  give 
out  the  results  of  its  compilations  and  classi- 
fications. The  figures  are  still  incomplete 
and  therefore  possibly  misleading.  Individ- 
ual experiences  varj'  greatly,  and  the  views 
as  to  the  needed  advance  on  the  non-paying 
hazards  differ  cori-espondingly.  The  knowl- 
edge of  the  existence  of  such  non-paying  haz- 
ards, according  to  general  and  prolonged  ex- 


perience, is  an  important  gain.  The  committee 
has  made  noteworthy  pi-ogress  in  dealing  with 
Arizona  losses,  and  is  able  to  say  positively  of 
a  number  of  hazards  that  they  have  been  un- 
profitable in  that  territory. 


On  Technicalities. 

The  discharged  employe  still  pursues  the 
JEtna.  The  errors  as  to  licenses,  upon  which 
the  malicious  fellow  relies,  this  time  in  Illi- 
nois, have  been  found  to  be  technical  and  un- 
intentional. For  example,  the  first  name  of  a 
firm  had  been  crossed  out,  and  the  stenogra- 
pher thought  it  meant  the  entire  name.  That 
discharged  employe,  who  has  made  these 
ridiculous  charges,  should  be  taken  by  the 
neck  and  hurled  into  a  congenial  cess-pool. 


Chips. 

— Geo.  C.  Pkatt  was  not  re-elected  to  his 
present  position  with  the  New  Amsterdam. 

— Probably  the  fire  losses  and  expenses  of 
90  per  cent,  of  the  fire  ofiflces  on  American 
business  this  year  will  be  about  75  per  cent, 
of  the  premiums,  unless  losses  are  abnormally 
low  in  October,  November  and  December. 
The  August  loss  was  heavy. 

— Ottawa-Hli>l  Fire. — Supt.  Fitzgerald  of 
the  Canada  insurance  department  reports  the 
conflagration  loss  to  the  insurance  companies 
as  $3,(562,097— $711,695  American,  $254,531  Can- 
adian, and  12,525,871  British.  The  largest  in- 
dividual loser  was  the  North  British  with 
$254,575.  Of  course,  we  know  nothing  of  the 
treaty  reinsurances.  The  British  America 
got  off  with  $28,262,  while  the  little,  new  and 
ventursome  Victoria-Montreal  was  embar- 
rassed by  a  $27,199  loss.  The  Western's  loss 
was  $164,683.  Officially  stated  losses  in  ex- 
cess of  $100,000  were : 

Alliance $153,000    Caledonian  .   .   .  $175,000 

Guardian  ....  170.719  Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Gl.  118,288 
Manchester  .  .  163.568  North  British  .  .  254,575 
Norwich  Union  .    148,952    Phojnix,  London    191,579 

Royal 198,752    Union,   London  .    179,800 

^tna 181.976    Hartford    ....    183,726 

Queen 135,660    Western     ....    164,683 

Supt.  Fitz^reiald  makes  a  recommendation 
similar  to  that  made  by  the  editor  of  this 
paper  several  years  ago,  to-wit:  that  a  special 
fund  be  created  to  meet  the  conflagration  lia- 
bility. The  companies  should  be  required  to 
set  aside,  first,  a  reinsurance  fund  in  accord- 
ance with  the  amount  written,  not  the  amount 
of  premiums;  second^  a  conflagi'ation  fund  in 
accordance  with  the  amounts  at  risk  in  cities 
in  excess  of  a  stipulated  population. 


The   Coast   ReVie\0 


499 


— PoKTY-FiKTH  Mass.  Life  Rept.,  I'JOO,  re- 
ceived. 

— Tekoa,  Wn. — H.  D.  Kay  has  opened  an  in- 
surance office. 

— Salt  Lake. — An  electric  ordinance  is  before 
the  city  authorities. 

— The  local  board  at  Spoli:ane,  Wash.,  is  work- 
ing for  the  building-  of  a  large  I'eservoir. 

— Manageu  Lamey  of  the  Western  and  Brit- 
ish America  attended  the  National  Locals' 
"meet"  in  Milwaukee. 

— A  FIREBUG  tried  to  burn  the  new  Starrett 
building,  Pt.  Townsend,  Wash.,  August  23. 
The  building's  "predecessors"  had  burned. 

— Los  Angeles. —The  hook  and  ladder  truck 
at  the  Seventh  street  engine-house  has  been 
placed  in  commission,  thanks  to  the  efforts  of 
Councilman  Vetter. 

— An  exchange  is  astonished  at  the  Hawaiian 
figures  and  low  loss  ratio.  Our  innocent  con- 
temporary evidently  believes  the  figures  are 
complete  and  reliable. 

— T.  Bkadshaw,  Fellow  of  the  Institute  of 
Actuaries  of  Great  Britain,  secretary  and 
actuary  of  the  Imperial  Life  Assurance  Co.  of 
Canada,  is  visiting  British  Columbia. 

— Chicago.— The  Cook  county  premiums  of 
the  Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  were  $293,- 
142,  not  $192,142,  as  erroneously  printed  by 
some  papers.  This  company's  Chicago  prem- 
iums were  $9.'i,000  in  excess  of  any  other  com- 
pany. 

— The  Maryland  Casualty  Co.  of  Baltimore, 
which  is  operating  in  this  field,  writes  all 
lines  of  casualty  insurance  except  burglary 
and  surety.  It  wants  agents  in  every  town 
of  3,000  population  or  more,  in  the  states  in 
which  it  is  entered — wants  woi'kers.  The 
company's  statement  of  June  30th  shows 
11,434,777  surplus  to  policyholders.  The  re- 
serves, in  addition  to  this  sum,  are  $782,062. 
The  Maryland  is  a  strong  company. 

— Geo.  H.  Habel,  late  with  District  "C"  of 
the  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  of  the  Pacific 
at  Los  Angeles,  left  on  Saturday,  the  8th 
inst.,  for  Vancouver,  B.  C.  Mr.  Habel  has 
been  selected  by  Secretary  Gilbert  of  the 
Mainland  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  to 
make  resurveys  of  Vancouver  and  New  West- 
minster. Mr.  Habel  was  with  the  Board  at 
Los  Angeles  for  a  number  of  years,  and  is  an 
able  survej^or,  and  well  qualified  for  the  work 
for  which  he  has  been  selected. 


— Manager    Watt   is   at   Pacific  Grove    this 
week. 


— Fred  Rule  is  livinj 
said  to  be  rich. 


in  Los  Angeles  and  is 


— The  new  Federal  Life  of  Chicago  has  ap- 
plied for  admission  to  Washington. 

A  correspondent  thinks  "hell  will  be  to 
pay  in  New  Orleans."  Thought  it  or  the 
devil  always  was  to  pay  down  there. 

— The  father  of  Manager  Frank  Devlin  of  the 
Atlas,  Robert  Devlin,  a  wealthy  retired  mer- 
chant of  Sacramento,  died  September  18,  aged 
76  years. 

— An  Auto. — The  steam  gave  out  on  a  hill,  the 
brakes  didn't  vvoi'k,  and  the  new  machine 
that  doesn't  eat  ran  backward  down  hill, 
turned  a  somersault,  and  painfully  injured 
the  insurance  man  therein.  It  happened  in 
New  York. 

— San  Francisco. — A  careless  clerk  in  a 
wholesale  drugstore,  a  falling  weight,  a  can 
of  bicarbonate  of  potash  beneath,  a  subse- 
quent explosion  and  fire.  All  the  chemical 
engines  in  town  were  required  to  extinguish 
the  blaze. 

— The  Standai'd  Life  and  Accident  Ins.  Co.  of 
Detroit,  in  its  semi-annual  statement,  exhib- 
its a  prosperous  state  of  affairs.  It  now  has 
$1,105,732  assets,  and  of  this  sum  the  surplus 
is  $375,926.  In  six  months  the  assets  have  in- 
creased $68,442,  and  the  surplus  has  increased 
$20,854.  The  increase  in  policies  issued,  as 
compared  with  the  same  months  of  1899,  was 
7,803. 

— Semi-Centennial. — On  September 9  Califor- 
nia as  a  state  of  the  American  Union  was  just 
fifty  years  old.  By  the  way,  California  is  the 
only  state  that  celebrates  admission  day. 
The  recent  semi-centennial  anniversary  of 
the  admission  was  celebrated  in  San  Francis- 
co in  a  brilUant  way,  and  the  city  was 
thi-onged  with  delighted  visitors.  The  deco- 
rations in  the  insurance  quarter  were  attract- 
ive. The  more  conspicuous  were  those  on 
the  Fireman's  Fund,  Home  Mutual  and  Pa- 
cific Mutual' buildings,  our  three  California 
companies.  The  display  in  the  windows  and 
front  of  the  Hamburg-Bremen  ofdce  was  also 
notable,  as  indeed  were  the  decorations  of 
other  ofiices.  Manager  Herold  is  a  pi-ominent 
Native  Son  of  the  Golden  West,  which  order 
contributed  so  much  to  the  success  of  the  cel- 
ebration. Manager  Dornin,  who  is  a  Califor- 
nia Pioneer,  kept  "open  house"  in  his  office. 
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— President  James  of  the  Northwestern  Na- 
tional is  visiting  the  Pacific  West. 

— Tex  years  Chicago  buildings  loss  to  risk, 
7.34  per  cent. ;  ten  years  contents  loss  to  risk, 
19.96  per  cent. 

— The  Brooklyn  Life,  recently  examined  by 
the  New  York  insurance  department,  is  pro- 
nounced all  O.  K. 

—The  Traders  of  New  York  cut  rates,  and  its 
assets  were  wiped  out.  It  leaves  debts 
which  will  never  be  paid. 

— That  item  of  ours,  credited  to  the  New 
Denver  (B.  C.)  Ledge,  is  going  the  rounds  of 
the  insurance  press,  though  "pot-bellied  cor- 
poration" is  not  new  nor  very  sensational 
language. 

—That  was  a  very  ridiculous  story  about  the 
assassinated  king  of  Italy  having  been  in- 
sured for  $7,000,000— a  sum  which  could  not  be 
placed  in  all  the  reputable  conservative  life 
companies  of  the  globe. 

— Laxdlohd  (to  applicant  for  janitor's  posi- 
tion)—Do  you  know  anything  about  the  busi- 
ness? For  instance,  can  you  build  fires? 
Applicant— I  should  say  so!  Why,  I  have  been 
convicted  of  arson.— Fliegende  Blaetter. 

—Who  SATS  figures  never  lie  ?  Do  not  two 
become  one  at  chui-ch  ?  Do  not  figui-es  mis- 
lead when  fire  underwriters  speak  of  "losses" 
which  do  not  include  expenses?  Is  the  sur- 
plus of  cut-rate  companies  genuine  ?  Are  the 
surplus  figures  of  deferred  dividend  and  semi- 
tontine  life  companies  truth-telling  figures  ? 

— Pkesidext  Gkeexe,  of  the  Connecticut 
Mutual  Life,  is  a  gentleman  of  literary  tastes, 
as  well  as  a  profound  reasoner  and  a  natural 
born  life  underwriter.  He  has  recently  pub- 
lished a  small  volume  reviewing  the  charges 
and  findings  of  the  Congressional  committee 
in  the  case  of  Gen.  Franklin,  accused  of  dis- 
obeying the  orders  of  Gen.  Burnside  at  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg.  Col.  Greene  de- 
fends Gen.  Franklin. 

—The  Insurance  Field— Strauss— Allison  has 
a  perfect  cinch  on  folly.  It  grows  more  fool- 
ish every  issue.  Its  latest  exhibition  makes 
one  wonder  whether  its  editor  is  not  more 
expedient  knave  than  visionary  fool.  The  In- 
surance Field  defends  Commissioner  Cutting's 
villification  of  life  insurance  companies  and 
life  insurance  men.  This,  if  possible,  is  sillier 
than  its  editor's  advocacy  of  the  payment  of 
only  5  per  cent,  renewal  commissions  to  local 
fii'e  insurance  agents. 


— Gov.  Gage  of  California  will  this  winter  ap- 
point a  successor  to  Commissioner  Clunie. 

— The  per  capita  tax  in  New  York  City  is 
$2(3.72.  The  Federal  government  per  capita 
tax  is  $6.33  for  the  whole  country. 

— The  American  Union  Life  of  New  York  is 
impaired  $13,000.  The  National  Life  of  Chi- 
cago will  probably  reinsure  it. 

— A  FOKMEK  San  Francisco  insurance  employe, 
Miss  E.  Van  Slyck,  was  recently  married  to 
Herbert  Gordon  Bartow,  a  young  business 
man  of  Tacoma. 

— So  many  recent  sillj-  rumors  have  proved 
groundless  that  it  may  not  be  taxing  credulity 
too  much  to  believe  that  credulous  insurance 
folks  will  not  credit  every  rumor  for  awhile. 

— War  Map  of  Chixa. — The  Employers  Liabil- 
ity Assurance  Corporation,  through  Appleton 
&  Dana,  managers,  favors  us  with  a  late  and 
authentic  map  of  China,  showing  the  field  of 
military  operations. 

— RiTzviLLE,  Aug.  5. — The  barn,  fencing  and 
1,600  bushels  of  wheat  on  the  farm  of  J.  D. 
Barnett,  six  miles  from  town,  was  destroyed 
by  fire  yestei'day  afternoon.  Mr.  Barnett 
lives  in  town,  and  as  there  was  no  one  pres- 
ent at  the  time,  it  is  thought  the  fire  was 
started  from  a  spark  from  a  thresher.  There 
was  no  insurance. 

— T.  K.  Phillips,  our  binder,  at  516  Sacra- 
mento street,  has  handled  every  issue  of  the 
Coast  Review  since  the  first,  back  in  '71. 
There  are  few  such  records  as  that.  It  is  a 
recoi'd  which  compliments  him,  both  as  a 
bindery  owner  and  a  workman.  Mr.  Phillips 
relates  an  amusing  example  of  business  deal- 
ings with  women.  The  account  had  been 
running  a  long  time.  Bill  after  bill  had  been 
pi-esented  to  the  worthy  lady  for  work  done 
at  the  bindery;  but  the  collector  was  always 
put  off  with  a  fair-seeming  excuse.  Finally, 
Mrs.  Blank  called  at  the  ofQce,  opened  her 
purse,  and  spread  out  gold  on  the  counter. 
"I  am  now  prepared  to  pay  that  bill,"  she 
said,  "but  I  want  the  usual  discount  for  cash." 
Ml*.  P.  replied,  "Madam,  the  account  is  past 
eight  months  due."  Mrs.  Blank's  answer 
faii'ly  took  our  old  friend  off  his  feet,,  as  the 
saying  is.  She  exclaimed,  "VVell,  isn't  this 
the  cash  ?  I  want  a  discount  for  cash  !"  Mr. 
P.,  as  soon  as  he  recovered  his  breath,  meekly 
took  off  2  per  cent.,  and  the  ladj-  departed  un- 
der the  conviction  that  he  had  tried  to  deprive 
her  of  her  due  discount  for  a  cash  payment. 
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— H.  McD.  Spenoek  of  the  Phenixof  Brooklyn 
is  again  on  the  road. 

— TuE  Williamsburg  City  lias  signed  the 
agreement  of  1900  conditionally. 

— Lak.imie,  Wv. — Soda  works  of  Stephen 
Paden  Co.  burned  Sept.  1.  Propertj^  loss 
$40,000. 

— J.  S.  C.\TANA('H,  of  Philadelphia,  special 
agent  of  the  Hartford  Fire,  is  visiting  the 
Pacific  Coast.  • 

— G.  F.  Wink,  state  agent  of  the  Bankers 
Life  Association  of  Des  Moines,  now  has 
offices  at  14  McAllister  street,  San  Francisco. 

— J.  F.  McCaurox,  one  of  the  publishers  of 
the  Australasian  Ins.  «&  Banking  Record,  died 
recently.  Mr.  McCarron  visited  San  Fran- 
cisco some  years  ago. 

— Hehbekt  FoLGJER,  manager  of  the  Phoenix 
of  Hartford,  and  Clinton  Folger  of  the  New 
Zealand  oJHce,  mourn  the  death  of  their 
father,  Seth  Folger,  who  passed  away,  in  San 
Francisco,  last  week,  after  a  brief  illness,  at 
the  ripe  age  of  75. 

— A  MOVE  or  two  is  said  to  be  equal  to  a  fire ; 
but  this  doesn't  apply  to  Manager  Geo.  W. 
Turner's  case.  His  triple  offices  in  the  Safe 
Deposit  building  are  gems,  in  their  way,  lack- 
ing in  nothing,  and  gaining  in  many  partic- 
ulars, as  compared  with  the  old  office. 

— L.  T.  Smitu,  merchant,  Carson,  Wash., 
awoke  August  3,  to  find  his  new  store  on  fire. 
No  insurance.  No  fire  nor  lights  in  store 
since  built,  and  therefore  no  doubt  it  was  an 
incendiary  blaze.  Mr.  Smith  is  doubly  un- 
fortunate, for  he  had  just  received  a  lot  of 
new  goods. 

— TiiosE  picnicking  Oregon  specials  did  have  a 
good  time.  Anyone  who  mentioned  shop  was 
fined.  The  "proceeds"  were  exchanged  for 
suitable  refreshments.  The  American  Cen- 
tral man  was  heard  to  say  to  his  fair  compan- 
ion, "Miss  Risk,  I  assure  you,"  etc.— and  he 
was  promptly  fined  for  talking  shop. 

— The  Continental  has  signed  the  agreement 
of  1900,  as  adopted  at  Long  Branch,  adding  to 
section  1 :  "Otherwise  no  change  in  the  agree- 
ment assigned,  except  commissions,  which  we 
hold  to  be  a  question  of  individual  agencies 
and  are  willing  to  handle  as  such;  also 
arrange  for  the  adjustment  of  rates  on  an 
equitable  basis,  based  on  discriminating 
schedules." 


— Manager  Wm.  J.  Landers  of  the  Lion  and 
Imperial  is  visiting  the  Old  World.  He  is  ac- 
companied by  his  family. 

— Frankfort  Accident  &  Plate  Glass  Ins. 
Co. — Supt.  Eddy  of  the  Colorado  insurance 
department  has  just  made  an  examination  of 
the  affairs  of  the  Franlcfort.  He  verifies  in 
every  respect  the  annual  statement  made  by 
the  United  States  branch  on  December  31, 
1899. 

— New  York's  fire  premiums  for  the  first  half 
of  '90  were  15,1.58,690,  or  five  times  the  total 
for    San    Francisco.      Companies    exceeding 
$100,000  premiums  in  the  six  months  are — 
Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  ....      $204,071 

German-American 161,974 

Continental 146,275 

Royal 139,371 

Home 137,756 

Phoenix,  London 111,828 

Scottish  Union 100,718 

—Reinsurance  of  Nortuwestern  Life  of 
Chicago. — The  Northwestern  Life  AssiJrance 
Co.  of  Chicago,  formerly  the  Northwestern 
Masonic  Aid,  has  reinsured  in  the  Mutual 
Reserve  Fund  Life  Association  of  New  York. 
This  seems  a  leap  from  the  frying-pan  into 
the  fire.  The  Northwestern  some  time  ago 
reinsured  the  Covenant  Mutual  of  Galesburg. 
Efforts  have  been  made  to  place  the  reorgan- 
ized combination  on  a  legal  reserve  basis,  but 
the  reinsurance  in  an  assessment  company 
indicates  a  sorry  failure.  The  Northwestern 
will  go  into  the  hands  of  a  receiver. 

— The  next  Washington  legislature,  accord- 
ing to  the  Spokane  Chronicle,  is  likely  to  pass 
a  law  requiring  Insurance  companies  to  invest 
in  state  securities.  In  other  words,  the  legis- 
lature will  proclaim  to  all  the  woi-ld  that  the 
securities  of  Washington  have  so  poor  a  mar- 
ket that  the  authorities  will  compel  the  in- 
surance companies  to  buj'  them  as  a  condition 
of  doing  business  in  the  state.  It  is  proposed 
that  each  company  shall  buy  $20,000  state 
securities.  We  are  sorry  to  hear  that  the 
securities  of  Washington  are  so  little  esteemed 
that  investors  will  not  buy  them,  and  the 
state  is  forced  to  create  an  artificial  demand 
for  them.  Insurance  money  always  seeks  the 
level  of  security.  Not  interest,  but  security, 
is  the  governing  rule  of  the  investors.  Wash- 
ington securities  languish,  it  will  be  pro- 
claimed by  law,  and  find  a  market  only  by  the 
necessity  which  compels  non-residents  to  buy 
them  as  a  condition  of  doing  business  within 
the  state. 
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— Theke  is  uo  "Forbidden  City"  in  fire 
insurance. 

— The  Illinois  state  board  will  furnish  non- 
board  companies  with  rates. 

— The  Union  Casualty  will  issue  a  new 
health  policy  in  a  few  weeks. 

—Insurance  Directory,  Greater  New  York, 
etc.,  by  Insurance  Record,  N.  Y.     Price,   $1. 

— Extraordinary  fire  losses  are  reported  in 
Great  Britain.  The  increase  is  about  35  per 
cent. 

— Dr.  S.  B.  Wolfe,  inspector  of  agencies  for 
the  Washington  Life,  is  visiting  the  Pacific 
West. 

— H.  E.  Heighton  has  opened  ofBces  in  Tuc- 
son, Ariz.,  as  district  agent  for  the  New 
York  Life. 

—Life  offices  are  making  loans  in  Chicago  on 
realty,  -running  five  years,  at  4  and  4^.,  per 
cent,  interest. 

— President  Fouse  of  the  Fidelity  Mutual 
Life,  recently  visited  his  agents  in  Kansas, 
Utah  and  California. 

—General  Agent  Forises,  of  the  Mutual  Life, 
sends  out  a  very  serviceable  and  complete 
voters'  manual  for  1900. 

—General  Manager  E.  Cozens  Smith  of  the 
Imperial  of  London  denies  the  rumor  that  he 
will  retire  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

—Legal  Digest. — Having  caught  up  with  the 
courts,  our  usual  digest  is  omitted  thismonth. 
Several  decisions  are  printed  instead. 

— Secretary  John  H.  Adams,  of  the  American 
Central  will  deliver  the  annual  address  be- 
fore the  Fire  Underwriters'  Association  of 
the  Northwest. 

—Snakes  Alive!  The  fire  department  at 
Kearney,  Neb  ,  called  out  often  by  false 
alarms,  found  that  three  live  snakes  in  an 
alarm  box  were  responsible. 

—Shear  Necessity. — The  editor  has  been  in 
the  country,  and  has  been  othex-wise  busy ; 
hence  the  unusual  interest  of  this  number, 
to  be  credited  to  those  able  assistants,  paste 
and  shears. 

— Eastern  life  companies  generally  have 
adopted  the 3}^  per  cent,  interest  basis.  This 
will  reduce  dividends— or  decrease  commis- 
sions. Some  companies  have  confessed  that 
even  3  per  cent,  is  too  high  a  rate  of  interest 
to  rely  upon,  by  investing  in  2  per  cent,  bonds. 


— Four  "hotels"  in  Hamilton,  Mont.,  are  said 
to  have  been  burned  as_  the  result  of  a  fight 
which  ended  with  an  overturned  lamp. 

— The  National  Fire  of  Hartfoi'd  issues  a 
timely  "Presidential  Campaign"  brochure, 
with  electoral  tables  and  party  platforms  and 
other  furniture. 

— G.  Dutton,  of  the  home  ofdce  of  the  Fire- 
man's Fund,  who  has  charge  of  the  equipped 
risks  department,  will  be  occupied  for  some 
time  in  the  Central  department's  field. 

— At  the  Milwaukee  meeting  of  locals  there 
were  present  from  the  Pacific  West:  E.  W. 
Wilson,  Salt  Lake;  W.  J.  Ball,  Tacoma;  C.  F. 
Wilson,  Denver;  J.  T.  O'Brien,  Butte;  R.  S. 
Brannen,  Denver. 

— Kansas  being  full  of  new  paid-for  pianos 
and  buggies  it  does  not  seem  possible  that  the 
calamity  party  and  Web.  McNall  will  be 
authorized  to  harass  capital,  industry  and 
men  who  save  money.     We'll  see. 

— One  American  life  company  loses  about 
thirty  policyholders  a  year  by  death  from 
la  grippe.  During  the  epidemic  133  policy- 
holders of  the  company  died  from  this  peculiar 
disease  in  a  single  year.  Several  San  Fran- 
cisco insurance  men  died  from  la  grippe, 
directly  or  indirectly. 

— What  Is  an  Editor? — The  average  reader 
would  reply,  "One  who  writes  for  a  paper." 
But  to  the  query,  "what  is  an  auditor  ?"  he 
would  not  answer,  "One  who  prepares  fig- 
ures." An  auditor  is  one  who  audits,  and  an 
editor  is  one  who  edits,  though  of  course  he 
may  also  be  a  writer  for  the  press  and  edit 
his  own  productions. 

— This  is  a  Farmers'  Mutual.— Eleven  farm- 
ers in  the  vicinity  of  Bath  have  been  sued  on 
notes  given  to  the  VVatertown  Hail  Insurance 
Company.  It  is  alleged  that  the  company  does 
not  run  its  business  in  the  interest  of  its 
policyholders,  and  this  trouble  is  resultiiig  in 
litigation. — The  Democi-at,  Aberdeen,  S.  D. 
Moral:  don't  insure  in  farmers'  mutuals. 

— Red  Lodge,  Montana. — The  new  water- 
works system  was  tested  recently  by  Alex- 
ander Field  from  the  district  office  at  Butte, 
followed  by  an  inspection  of  buildings.  The 
Picket  represents  the  verdict  as  to  .the  effi- 
ciency of  the  waterworks  to  have  been  very 
favorable.  It  is  recommended  that  instead  of 
depending  on  the  whistle  at  the  mine  to  give 
the  alarm,  a  firebell  be  placed  in  the  court- 
house steeple,  with  a  rope  within  easy  reach. 


The   Coast   ReViexO 


503 


—The  MiLWAfKEE  Mechanics  has  entered 
Texas. 

— Actuary  Hakvey,  the  veteran  actuary,  died 
Aug.  28,  aged  70. 

— The  Germania  of  New  York  has  signed  the 
1900  agreement  unconditionally. 

— The  Santa  Clara  County  Fire  Ins.  Co.  began 
writing  September  1.  It  will  begin  assessing 
later. 

— Fire  Underwriters'  Association  of  the 
Northwest. — Annual  meeting  in  Chicago 
September  36-27. 

— The  Pacific  Mutual  escaped  with  only 
$16,000  losses  in  the  great  storm  and  flood 
which  destroyed  Galveston. 

— Walter  E.  Stone,  a  Pacific  Mutual  account- 
ant, fell  dead  on  the  sidewalk,  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, August  22.     Cause,  heart  disease. 

— The  Palatine  Ins.  Co.  of  London,  organized 
by  the  Commercial  Union,  will  succeed  the 
Palatine  of  Manchester.  It  will  have  |5C0,- 
000  capital  and  will  take  the  place  of  the  old 
Palatine  everywhere,  with  the  same  repre- 
sentation. 

— Associate  Managers  Dickson  and  Hall  of 
the  Royal  Exchange  have  been  appointed 
Coast  general  agents  for  the  Fidelity  Fire  of 
Baltimore.  This  new  company  has  $500,000 
capital,  $794,898  assets,  and  $588,025  surplus 
to  policyholders. 

— Hartford,  Sept.  19-20,  thirty-first  annual 
convention  of  insurance  commissioners.  Pres- 
ident Irvin  of  the  Fire  Association  is  expected 
to  join  in  the  discussion.  "The  necessity  of 
uniform  legislation"  will  be  the  subject  of  an 
address  by  Deputy  Heifnerof  the  Washington 
insurance  department. 

— "Whale  Birds." — People  along  the  Cali- 
fornia coast— and  perhaps  elsewhere — have 
lately  seen  a  strange  flight  of  myriads  of 
birds,  just  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  in 
pursuit  of  shoals  of  herring  or  sardines. 
Hour  after  hour  the  "whale  birds"  flew  in 
endless  procession,  sometimes'  skirting  the 
shores,  at  other  times  a  dark  undulating  band 
farther  out  at  sea.  Their  flight  was  swift 
and  with  no  seeming  deviation— eager  in  pur- 
suit of  prey.  Seated  on  the  sands  of  the 
beach  or  on  rocky  cliff,  the  observer  might  • 
read  his  book,  and  from  time  to  time  glance 
out  at  sea,  and  always  see  the  same  flying 
line;  but,  curiously  enough,  occasionally  the 
birds  were  all  racing  in  the  other  direction. 


-The  Kansas  superintendent  rules  that  the 
payment  of  brokerage  or  division  of  commis- 
sion by  an  agent  with  a  non-resident  is  a 
violation  of  the  resident  agency  law. 

—  "The  Preferred's  Owl"  is  the  title  of  a 
little  quarto  published  in  the  inteiest  of  the 
Pacific  Coast  agency  corps  of  the  Preferred 
Accident  Insurance  Co.,  Thos.  Godwin,  mana- 
ger.    The    "Owl"    will  fly  once  a  month. 

—Fire  mutuals  never  fail— oh  no— but  the 
Farmei's  Mutual  of  Centerville,  S.  D.,  is 
assessing  its  members  to  a  startling  degree, 
and  "has  hopes"  of  paying  a  portion  of  its 
losses  pro  rata.     Beware  of  farmers  mutuals. 

— Brannan  &  Kellogg,  Denver,  issue  a  hand- 
some poster  of  "  The  Agents  of  '96,"  giving 
portraits  of  the  locals  who  organized  the  Na- 
tional Association  of  Local  Fire  Insurance 
Agents  in  Chicago,  Sept.  30,  1896,  together 
with  copies  of  the  original  cii-culars. 

—The  Frankfort  has  begun  suit  in  the 
United  States  circuit  court  in  Colorado 
against  the  London  Guarantee,  Thos.  F.  Daly 
(agent)  and  W.  C.  Austin  (slate  insurance 
department  clerk),  for  alleged  conspiracy  to 
injure  its  business  A  half  million  damages 
is  asked. 

—Manager  Dornin  of  the  National  and 
Springfield  kept  "open  house"  in  his  ofdce  on 
September  10  and  11,  in  honor  of  the  semi- 
centennial of  California  and  of  his  own  arrival 
with  the  argonauts.  Many  local  agents,  field 
men,  and  San  Franciscans,  visited  the  office 
and  congratulated  Manager  Dornin  and  the 
Pacific  department. 

— Jacob  Stone,  the  Pierce  City,  Mo.,  mer- 
chant who  dropped  dead  the  other  day  in  At- 
lantic City,  N.  J.,  was  an  applicant  at  the 
time  of  his  death  for  $20,000  insurance  in  the 
Phoenix  Mutual  Life.  It  was  expected  that 
he  would  be  examined  before  he  left  home  for 
the  East,  but  he  decided  to  put  it  off  until  his 
return. — St.  Louis  Globe. 

—The  Mendocino,  Cal.,  Beacon  says:  J.  J. 
Clayton,  a  geiieral  insurance  agent  who  re- 
cently visited  this  place,  has  written  one  of 
the  local  insurance  agents  that  he  has  suc- 
ceeded in  inducing  the  board  of  underwriters 
to  take  up  the  matter  of  re-adjusting  rates 
for  this  town.  He  states  that  the  matter  will 
be  considered  by  the  board  at  its  meeting  in 
Septembei',  and  a  man  will  probably  be  sent 
up  then  to  verify  Mi-.  Clayton's  statements  to 
the  board. 
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— The  locals  of  Utah  have  formed  a  state  or- 
ganization. 

— The  Chicago  genei-al  agents  of  the  Orient— 
the  French's — have  resigned. 

— The  American  Central  has  taken  a  strong 
stand  for  adequate  rates  in  St.  Louis. 

— The  Tennessee  department  holds  the  North 
British  to  be  a  i-e-insui-er  of  the  Traders. 

— Toe  annual  meeting  of  the  Western  Union 
will  be  held  this  month  in  Niagara  Falls. 

— The  Pkefehred  Accident  contributed  $100 
to  the  Admission  Day  celebration  committee. 

— Undergkound  surplus  lines  in  America  are 
responsible  for  the  impairment  of  two  Ham- 
burg companies  and  the  recent  resignation  of 
Manager  HoUe. 

— Redding,  Cal. — An  inspection  of  the  water 
supply  of  this  town  was  recently  made  by 
Manager  DuVal  of  District  B.  At  recent 
fires  there  has  been  a  scarcity  of  water. 
Larger  mains  are  required. 

—La  Grande,  Ore. — A  test  of  the  fire  depart- 
ment was  recently  made,  and  it  was  proved 
that  six  streams  could  be  concentrated  effect- 
ively on  any  one  building  in  the  little  city. 
Of  course,  lower  insurance  rates  are  wanted. 

— Chief  Slllivan  of  the  San  Francisco  fire 
department  has  been  superintending  the 
placing  of  a  lot  of  new  hydrants  in  the  vicini- 
ty of  the  Union  Iron  Works,  a  locality  that 
has  been  greatly  in  need  of  such  additional 
protection. 

— The  National  Association  of  Local  Fire 
Insurance  Agents  met  in  Milwaukee  August 
30-31.  President  Woodworth,  to  the  regret 
of  all,  declined  to  be  a  candidate  for  re-elec- 
tion. Geo.  D.  Markham  of  St.  Louis  was 
elected  president;  Frank  E.  Holmes,  Chi- 
cago, re-elected,  secretary  and  treasurer. 
Among  the  many  vice-presidents  is  W.  J. 
Ball  of  Tacoma. 

—The  Salem  (Or.)  Board  of  Fire  Underwrit- 
ers has  raised  a  question  regarding  the 
authority  of  ofHce  clerks  of  insurance  agents 
to  solicit  renewalsjof  insurance,  under  section 
6  of  an  act  passed  in  IS'.ty.  The  question  has 
been  submitted  to  the  secretary  of  state,  in- 
surance commissioner  ex-officio.  The  law  ex- 
cepts "regularly  employed  office  clerks  of 
agents,"  but  it  is  suggested  that  when  a 
clerk  goes  out  soliciting  renewals  he  ceases 
to  be  a  clerk  and  becomes  an  agent  who  should 
be  licensed. 


— However  strange  the  name  of  any  man,  you 
will  see  it  in  print-some  day. 

—  Our  office  boy  misbehaved  last  week,  and 
was  dreadfully  punished  bj'  the  czar  of  the 
building.  "Boiled  in  oil  or  something  like 
that?"  Worse!  He  was  compelled  to  read 
several  of  the  long  editorials  in  our  monthly 
contemporaries. 

— Illinois  too  is  an  empire  state.  It  is  second 
to  New  York  in  fire  insurance  premiums,  and 
produces  an  income  as  large  as  that  of  the  en- 
tire Pacific  West — but  no  profit.  The  com- 
panies made  more  money  out  of  Idaho  last 
year  and  the  previous  year  than  out  of  Illi- 
nois. 

^Fire  Limits  for  Sonora. — The  board  of 
trustees  in  Sonoi'a,  Cal.,  have  adopted  a 
stringent  fire  limits  ordinance.  A  district  of 
eleven  blocks  is  covered  bj'  the  restrictions, 
and  the  citj'  marshal  is  empowered  to  re- 
move any  structure  erected  in  violation  of 
the  ordinance. 

— Vacaville,  Cal. — A  local  newspaper  has 
just  discovered  that  the  town  is  rated  under 
Book  4  while  the  county  is  rated  under  Book 
3.  Assuming  that  the  county  is  properly 
rated,  it  does  not  necessarily  follow,  as  "dis- 
covered," that  there  has  been  an  "ei'ror"  as 
to  the  town.  Vacaville  has  not  been  a  bril- 
liantly profitable  place  to  underwriters,  nor  is 
its  fire  protection  so  perfect  as  to  eliminate 
the  exposure  hazard. 

— Manager  Breeding  of  the  new  Pacific  de- 
partment of  the  Germania  Fire  of  New  York 
has  secured  nice  offices  in  the  Safe  Deposit 
building.  This  location  is  only  temporary, 
pending  the  extension  of  the  company's  busi- 
ness in  this  field.  For  the  present  onlj'  a 
local  business  is  being  transacted.  Later  it 
is  the  intention  of  Manager  Breeding  to  rent 
ground  offices.  F.  A.  Chapuis,  formerly  with 
W.  A.  Loaiza  &  Co.,  has  been  appointed  coun- 
ter man.  Mr.  Chapuis  is  ^^ell  and  favorably 
known. 

— MiTUAL  Grain  Insurance.— A  correspond- 
ent of  the  Woodland  (Cal.)  Mail  has  a  scheme 
for  the  organization  of  a  mutual  for  the  insur- 
ance of  growing  grain.  He  proposes  that 
everj'  grain  grower  in  the  county  shal,l  pay  to 
the  mutual  association  three  cents  per  acre, 
in  case  of  fire,  three  neighbors  shall  adjust 
the  loss,  and  sign  an  order  for  75  per  cent, 
thereof,  in  full  liquidation.  The  correspond- 
ent does  not  appear  to  have  read  the  county 
mutual  law. 
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— I.  S.  Kaufman,  Spokane,  is  a  Silver  Re- 
publican candidate  for  county  auditor. 

— President  Mooke  of  the  Pacific  Mutual  is 
quoted  by  the  Tacoma  News  as  saying  that 
"  Washington  appears  to  be  the  coming 
state."  He  expressed  himself  as  well  pleased 
with  the  company's  loans  in  Washington. 

— The  suit  of  Carrie  A.  Seaman  against  the 
Mutual  Life  is  in  the  United  States  court  at 
Helena,  Mont.  Seaman,  husband,  had  a 
policy  for  $2,500.  He  committed  suicide. 
Company  says  first  premium  was  never  paid. 

— W.  H.  Cunningham  of  Chicago,  manager  of 
the  Western  department  of  the  Fire  Associa- 
tion of  Philadelphia  and  the  Philadelphia 
Underwriters  has  sailed  forEui'ope,  where  he 
hopes  to  recover  his  health.  Mr.  Cunning- 
ham has  been  ill  for  several  months. 

—Denver.  —  "Fire!  Fire!"  A  big  parrot 
screamed  the  wa,rning  words  in  the  residence 
of  Charles  Li.  Moe  on  Fourth  avenue,  Harman, 
Tuesday  afternoon.  A  little  daughter  of  the 
family,  who  was  alone  iu  the  house,  heard  the 
pet's  cries  and  summoned  the  fire  department. 
The  house  was  saved,  although  considei-ably 
damaged. — Daily  News. 

— The  United  States  Fidelity  and  Guar- 
anty Company  has  established  a  state  de- 
partment, the  principal  office  of  which  is  lo- 
cated at  216  Sansome  street,  San  Francisco, 
with  John  H.  Robertson  and  Paul  M.  Nippert 
as  managers.  The  company  had  heretofore  a 
general  agent  in  the  larger  California  cities 
reporting  directly  to  Baltimore,  but  will 
hereafter  report  to  San  Francisco. 

—According  to  the  San  Francisco  Bulletin, 
John  Sorenson  has  issued  a  plati  for  a  mutual 
fire  association,  which  will  charge  present 
stock  rates  and  reserve  the  right  to  assess. 
The  policyholders  are  to  control  the  associa- 
tion, and  the  salary  list  is  to  be  reduced  to  a 
single  person.  How  simple!  how  beautiful! 
And  the  wonder  of  it  all  is  that  nobody  ever 
thought  of  it  before  ! 

— Fresno  Arson. — C.  Gravano,  an  Italian 
living  in  Fresno,  is  charged  with  setting  fire 
to  his  house  and  barn  in  "the  colonies,"  on 
May  20,  1S98.  The  insurance  adjusters,  sus- 
pecting crooked  work,  compromised  the  claim 
for  $000.  He  is  under  arrest,  charged  with 
arson.  His  bail  has  been  increased  fi'om 
*l,000  to  $2,000.  The  preliminary  examination 
produced  sensational  testimony  from  wit- 
nesses. 


—Denver,  Colo.,  is  to  have  a  very  big  dam. 
We  believe  that  the  fire  underwriters  have 
something  of  that  sort  for  Prescott,  Arizona. 

— At  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  a  cotton  company  and 
a  number  of  insurance  campanies  have  sued  a 
railroad  company  for  1195,000  damages  caused 
by  a  spark  from  an  engine  last  April. 

—The  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul  R. 
Co.  carries  its  own  insurance,  at  a  profit. 
When  it  concludes  to  insure  because  of  exces- 
sive losses,  there  will  be  no  trouble  to  find  in- 
surers. 

—The  "agreement  of  1900,"  it  is  feared,  can- 
not materialize.  There  are  only  104  signers. 
The  committee  of  twenty-seven  may  not  meet 
again.  This  unfortunate  outcome  was  not  un- 
expected. 

— Changes  in  the  New  Amsterdam  Casualty 
home  management  are  announced.  George  C. 
Pratt,  now  in  the  New  York  office,  says  that 
under  no  circumstances  would  he  accept  the 
position  of  its  manager.  There  is  a  report 
that  the  California  stockholders  ai'e  opposed 
to  the  manager.  Chase. 

— SuPT.  C.  F.  Briggs  of  the  Pacific  depart- 
ment of  the  Standard  Accident  Ins.  Co.  is  at 
present  appointing  agents  in  Utah  and  Ne- 
vada, which  states  have  been  added  to  his 
territory.  He  has  appointed  A.  L.  Jacobs  of 
Salt  Lake,  district  agent  for  the  Standard. 
Supt.  Briggs  has  made  a  remarkable  success 
of  his  department. 

— The  Mutual  Benefit  Life  Insurance 
Company  now  has  $73,000,000  assets  and  some 
$5,7.50,000  surplus.  During  the  first  six  months 
of  this  year  the  company  wrote  $18,493,272 
new  business  and  increased  its  insurance  in 
force  $6,786,3(;0.  The  Mutual  Benefit  is  one 
of  the  great  life  insurance  companies  of  the 
world.  It  is  admirably  managed — ably  and 
conscientiously— in  the  interests  of  policy- 
holders. James  Munsell  Jr.,  is  manager  for 
this  field. 

— The  incorporators  of  the  Conservative  Life 
Insurance  Co.  of  Los  Angeles  gave  a  banquet 
on  the  evening  of  September  14,  in  honor  of 
Px'esident  David  W.  Edwards  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  new 
company.  .The  ofticers  are:  president,  David 
W.  Edwards;  secretary  and  ti'easurer,  MiJo 
Baker;  vice-president  and  superintendent  of 
agencies,  Wilbur  S.  Tupper,  assistant  secre- 
tai-y,  Thos.  B.  Inch ;  Miles  M.  Dawson,  con- 
sulting actuary. 
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JUNE   3D,   igOD. 

SURPLUS    TO    POLICYHOLDERS,   $1,434,777.67 
RESERVES,    IN    ADDITION    TO   ABOVE, 


JOHN  T.  STONE, 
President. 


$782,062.42. 


J.  G.  CLOUD, 
Sup't  of  Agencies. 


Maryland  Casualty  Company 

OF    BALTIMORE 

Is  the  Strongest  Casualty  Company  in  the  world.  It  writes  all  lines  of 
Casualty  Insurance  except  Burglary  and  Surety.  It  wants  a  live,  produc- 
ing agent  in  every  town  of  3,000  population,  or  over,  in  the  States  in  which  it 
is  entered — not  a  man  who  calls  himself  an  agent  and  awaits  for  the  public  to 
recognize  his  claims  for  business,  but  a  conscientious,  intelligent,  industrious 
WORKER. 

There  are  larger  possibilities  for  a  permanent  and  profitable  connection  for 
such  men  with  the  MARYLAND  than  with  any  other  Company  at  this  time. 
If  you  are  one  such,  address  our  General  Agent  in  your  territory.  If  you  do 
not  know  his  name  and  address,  write  the  Home  Office,  Equitable  Building, 
Baltimore,  and  we  will  put  you  in  touch  with  him  at  once. 


D.   A.   SPENCER,  Adjuster, 


2/3  Sansome   Street, 


SAN  FRANCISCO. 


Liberal  Contract 


can  be  made 
with  established 


Old  Line  Life 


F.    G.     ARGALL, 

Adjuster    of    Fire    Losses, 

306  Pine  Street,  (room  2)   San  Francisco. 

TEL.    MAIN     5605 


Insurance  Company 
for 


Local  or  Special 
Agency. 


Address  "C," 

Care  of  Coast  Review. 
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Our  Dlrrctorif  of  Pacific  Coast 
Field  Men. 

Attached  Field  Men. 
Aachen  cfc  Munich. 
A  W  Tliornton,  Seattle 
W  A  r.oiiyiise.  Los  Angeles 
Win  B  Sireeter,  Portland,  Oregon 
F  W  Hally,  San  Francisco 
Atlas  Assurance. 
E  K  Thompson,  San  Francisco 
W  W  Cleveland,  San  Francisco 
W  W  Alverson,  Portland 
C  E  SolilinKlioyde,  Los  Angeles 
William  Manning.  Denver,  Col. 

^tna. 
Ed  C  Slorrison,  San  Francisco 
Louis  Mel,  San  Francisco 
W  L  Gazzani,  Seattle,  Wash. 
J  A  Murphy,  Seattle 

Baggs  i&  Stovel  Agency. 
C  W  Smith,  San  Francisco 

British  Atncrica  and  Western. 
W  L  W  Miller,  Denver,  Ccilurado 
H  J  Schaeirer,  Seattle.  Wash. 
R  H  MagiU,  Oakland,  California 
W  B  Westlake,  Oakland.  Cal.    . 
E  L  Reed    Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
Edic.  Broicn  <k  ISon,  Gen'l  Ag'ts. 
Wni  H  Hill.  San  Francisco 
Chas  Van  Valkenburg,  Los  Angeles 
II  H  Brown,  San  Francisco 
N  B  Whitley,  Seattle,  Washington 
W  H  Gibbons,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

Butler  &  Ilaldan  Agency. 
B  C  Dick.  San  Francisco 
B  B  Broomell,  Tacoma 

Continental. 
D  W  Graves,  San  Francisco 
W  A  Williams,  Portland,   Oregon 
F  H  Rhoads,  Denver,  Colorado 
F  P  Wilson,  Los  Angeles 

Commercial  Union  and  Alliance. 
W  R  Heath,  San  Francisco 
A  T  Von  Etiinger,  Portland,  Or 
W  A  .Lackson,  Los  Angeles 
M  H  Merrill,  Salt  Lake  City 

Connecticut . 
Guy  Francis.  San  Francisco 
A  G  Davis,  San  Francisco 
L  P  Stephens.  Los  Angeles 
James  S  Reed,  Portland,  Oregon 
W  S  Ferris,  Salt  Lake 

Chas.  Christ ensen  s  Agency. 
James  C  Cunningham.  Spokane 
Ernest  C  Johnson,  Los  Angeles 
S  B  Morse,  Portland,  Oregon    . 
Thos.  J.  Conroy,  Manager. 
R  De  Lappe.  San  Francisco 
Geo  A  Cru.x.  Portland,  Oregon 
E  E  Panabaker,  Sacramento 
J  O  Parrish,  Denver 

Fireman's  Fund. 
R  D  Hunter,  San  Francisco 
Wm  M  Klinger,  San  Fraitclsco 
L  M  Seaton,  Los  Angeles 
J  V  Spears,  Dallas,  Texas 
F  G  White,  Denver.  Colorado 
A  C  Tliornton,  Portland,  Oregon 
R  P  Fabj,  Sherlock  Blk.,  Port.,  Or. 
G  H  Mendell,  Jr.,  Salt  Lake 
Fire  Association,  Philadelphia. 
T  C  Shankland,  San  Francisco 
F  M  Avery.  Denver.  Colorado 
F  J  Alex  Mayer,  Portland,   Oregon 
Dan  L  Weaver,  Spokane 
E  J  Louis,  Los  Angeles 

.  Oerman- American. 

W  F  Chipman,San  Francisco 
Harry  Benner,  San  Francisco 
Chas  R  Thompson,  Seattle,  Wash. 

Hamburg-Bremen. 

Harry  C  Boyd,  San  Francisco 


Hartford. 
J  J  Agard,  San  Francisco 
John  M  Holmes,  San  Francisco 
J  J  Dennis,  Portland 
B  F  Grant,  Salt  Lake  City 
W  O  Morgan,  San  Francisco 

Home  Mutual. 
E  E  Eltel,  San  Francisco 
R  P  Fabj,  Portland,  Oregon 
A  W  Whitmer,  Portland,  Oregon 
F  G  White,  Denver,  Colorado 
Chas  C  Echlin,  San  Francisco 
C  P  Lyndall,  Los  Angeles 

Home,  New  York. 
Harry  L  Koff,  San  Francisco 
A  G  Ridllng,  San  Francisco 
Junius  Young,  Salt  Lake  City 
A  F  Gartner,  Butte,  Montana 
J  D  Coleman,  Portland,  Oregon 
John  H  Burgard  Portland,  Oregon 
G  C  Holloway.  Los  Angeles 
J  J  Sheahan,  San  Francisco 
Imjierial  and  Lion. 
Amos  F.  Sevvell.  San  Francisco 
T  T  Frith.  Denver 
W  F  Zwick.  Seattle 
Toll  Thompson.  Portland,  Oregon 
Maj  W  H  Bonsall,  Los  Angeles 
Ins.  Co.  of  North  America. 
J  K  Hamilton,  San  Francisco 
C  O  Scott,  San  Francisco 
A  E  Bailey,  Seattle,  Washington 

Lancashire. 
Walter  M  Speyer.  San  Francisco 
D  W  Pierce,  Los  Angeles 
F  M  Branch,  Portland,  Oregon 

Liverpool  dt  London  &  Globe. 
Edw  G  Sprowl,  Tacoma,  Wash. 
R  G  Brush.  San  Francisco 
John  W  Gunn,  Salem,  Oregon 
Fred  L  Haven,  San  Francisco 
Theo  Sumnierland,  Los  Angeles 

London  c6  Lancashire. 
W  B  Hopkins,  San  Francisco 
Burns  Macdonald,  San  Francisco 
Sam  B  Stoy,  Cham.  Com..  Port.,  Or. 

London  and  Northern. 
Frank  L  Hunter,  San  Francisco 
F  (;  II  Robins,  San  Francisco 
James  II  Vint,  San  Francisco 

Magdeburg. 
Leslie  Bates.  San  Francisco 

G.   W.  McNear. 
M  H  Thomson,  Portland 
Arthur  51  Thomson,  San  Francisco 
C  A  Mead,  Los  Angeles 

Milwaukee  Mechanics. 
C  H  Ward,  San  Francisco 
Gilbert  E  Overton,  Los  Angeles 
National  and  Springfield. 
Leslie  H  Lord.  San  Francisco 
J  N  Waters,  San  Francisco 
Jolm  C  Dornin,  Tacoma,  Wash. 
P  E  Gerald    Portland.  Oregon 
Geo  C  Codding,  San  Francisco 
Edward  Sexton,  Denver 
iVew  Zealand. 
H  E  Parkhurst,  San  Francisco 
A  R  D  Patterson,  Portland 
H   E  O'Brien,  Los  Angeles 

Niagara. 
Geo  H  Batchelder.  Denver,  Colo. 
Walter  J  Wilson.  San  Francisco 
W  H  Raymond,  Portland,  Oregon 

North  British  and  Mercantile. 
Edward  Niles,  San  Francisco 
W  S  Berdan,  Jr..  San  Francisco 
Chas  B  Hill,  San  Francisco 
John  T  Griffith,  San  Francisco   " 
Francis  Cutting,  San  Francisco 

North  German. 
J  H  Ankele,  San  Francisco 
Norwich  Union. 

J  L  Fuller,  San  Francisco 
R  H  Delafield,  San  Francisco 
F  C  Stanlford,  San  Francisco 
A  W  Glesy,  Salem,  Oregon 


Pakttine. 
Thomas  J  Dufl^,  San  Francisco 
Henry  T  Fennel,  San  Francisco 
Edward  O  Hughes,  Los  Angeles 
F  J  H  Manning,  Denver,  Colo. 
E  S  Parker,  Sonora,  Cal. 
Henry  C  Rodgers,  Portland,  Oregon 

Pennsylvania  Fire. 
Homer  A  Craig,  San  Francisco 
Chester  Deering,  San  Francisco 
Voluey  Howard,  San  Francisco 
S  P  Mesiek,  San  Francisco 
J  H  Clinkscales,  Los  Angeles 

Philadelphia  Underwriters 
T  C  Shankland,  San  Francisco 
F  M  Avery,  Denver,  Colorado 
F  J  Ale.x  Mayer,  Portland,  Oregon 
E  J  Louis,  Los  Angeles 
Dan  L  Weaver,  Spokane, Wash. 

Phoenix,  Hartford. 
R  Gallegos.  Jr,  San  Francisco 
J  W  Warner,  San  Francisco 
Chas  I)  Morgan,  Los  Angeles 
Lucian  W  Knight,  Portland,  Or. 

Prussian  National. 
John  A  Prlnsen,  San  Francisco 

Edward  E.  Potter,  Manager. 
Sam  B  Dewey,  Los  Angeles 
Charles  A  Layng 

Royal  and  Queen. 
John  T  Fogarty,  San  Francisco 
Wm  Maris,  San  Francisco 
F  M  Gllcrest,  San  Francisco 
J  K  Urmston,  I^os  Angeles 
H  R  Burke,  Portland.  Oregon 
J  O  Thomas,  Portland,  Oregon 

Eoyal  Exchange  Assurance. 
John  J  Clayton,  San  Francisco 
John  T  Beales,  San  Francisco 
R  M  Thompson,  Los  Angeles 
H  C  Ramsay,  Denver 
John  Andrew,  Portland 

Scottish  Union  &  National. 
T  J  A  TIcdemann.  Portland.  Or. 
Fred  R  Stover,  San  Francisco 
Harry  L  Luke.  Sal  lLake  &  Denver 
John  E  Cosgrove,  San  Francisco 

Sun  Insurance  Office. 
Thos  H  Williams,  Portland 
W  W  Hoagland,  Portland 

Thuringia. 
R  B  Friend,  San  Francisco 
C  B  Sloan,  Los  Angeles 
L  F  Lamping,   Seattle,  Washington 

Transatlantic. 
Tom  R  Roberts,  Seattle 
H  W  Fores,  San  Francisco 
Union  Assurance. 
Harry  H  Smith,  San  Francisco 
Edwin  B  De  Golia,  San  Francisco 
Paul  C  Bates,  Portland 

Westchester. 
H  C  Keller,  San  Francisco 

Unattached  Field  Men. 

A  A  Andre,  San  Francisco 

F  G  Argall,  San  Francisco 

I)  M  Bokee,  San  Francisco 

William  L  Chalmers,  Portland,  Or. 

W  H  Faust.  Los  Angeles 

E  P  Farnsworth,  San  Francisco 

H  R  Hanna.  Los  Angeles 

R  Lockey.  Helena,  Mont. 

D  W  Mcintosh,  Los  Angeles 

Calvert  Meade,  San  Francisco 

R  H  Naunton,  San  Francisco 

B  D  Smalley,  Seattle,  Washington 

D  A  Spencer,  San  Francisco 

Adolph  Wenzclburger    San  Fran'co 

H  M  Grant,  Portland,  Oregon 
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Assets, 
Surplus, 

J.  A.  MACDONALD,  President, 


$4,668,341.00 
2,323,975.00 

GEO.  W.  BURCHELL,  Secretary. 


ROLLA  V.  WATT,  Pacific  Coast  Manager 

JOHN   T.   FOGARTY,   Superintendent  of  Agencies. 
ROYAL  INSURANCE  BUILDING  corner  Pine  and  Sansome  Streets,  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

SPl'JCIAL  AGENTS  and  ADJUSTERS  ROYAL  and  QUEEN  INSURANCE  CO.VPANIES. 
FRANK  M.  GILCREST,  Central  California.  H.  R.  BURKE,  Washington  and  Montana 

WILLIAM  MARIS,  Northern  California,  Nevada  and  Utah,     J.  0.  THOMAS,  Oregon  and  Idaho. 
J.  K.  URMSTON,  Southern  California,  Arizona  and  New  Mexico. 


ASSETS, 

Surplus,  (Net) 
Losses  paid,  over 


.   $  53,281,824  89 

15,196,543  33 

117,600,000  00 


Transacts  Largest   FIRE    Insurance   Busi- 
ness of  any  Company  in  the  World. 


CHARLES   ALCOCK,   MANAGER, 


F.  J.   KINGSLEY,  SUB-MANAGER, 

LIVERPOOL,  England. 


DEPARTMENT  OFFICES: 

Boston,    New  York,    Philadelphia,    Chicago,    Louisville, 

San  Francisco. 

Agencies  in  all  principal  Cities  and  Towns. 


Royal 

INSURANCE 

Company. 


ROLLA    V.   WATT3    Pacific  Coast    Manager, 

JOHN  T.    FOGARTY,  Superintendent  of  Agencies. 
ROYAL  INSURANCE  BUILDING  corner  Pine  and  Sansome  Streets,  SAN  FRANCISCO 
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PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT 

AMERICAN  CENTRAL 

Insurance  Company  of  St.  Louis 

Established  iSbS 

Assets,  -  -  $  1,941,324.10 

Losses  Paid,  -  -  10,429,444.42 

ti3rrttorv.- 

California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Montana,  Idaho,  Utah,  Nevada  and  Arizona 


ST.  PAUL 


F.  &  M.  Insurance  Company  of  St.  Paul^  Minn. 

Established  1S65 

Assets,  -  -  -  $  2,450,629.11 

Losses  Paid,  _  _  _  16,586,620.70 

territory: 

California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Montana,  Idaho,  Utah,  Nevada  and  Arizona 


Lloyds  Plate  Glass 

Insurance  Company  of   New  York 

Assets,  -  -  -  -    $  736,016.74 

Losses  Paid,  _  _  _  1,875,494.33 

8®°" Insures  Plate  Glass  Against  Breakage  Only 


CHAS.  CHRISTENSEN,  Manager 

special  Agents : 
ri      ^^/^r>«.#.>.i       «        .^     Rii  5  JAMES  C.  CUNNINGHAM,  Spokane,  Wash 

B.  GOODWIN,   Ass  t    Manager  {       ernkst  c.  johnson,  los  Angeies,  cai. 

OFFICE:  220  Sansome  St.,  S,  F,  )         ^-  ^-  ^^OIISE,  Portland. 


'"^^^^^^ 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


CONNBCTICUT 


i 


m 


Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Hartford 


ESTABLISHED  1850 


Cash  Capital, 

Total  Assets, 

Surplus  to  Policyholders, 


1 1,000,000  00 
3,869,451  75 
2,068,839  7i 


BENJAMIN  J.  SMITH,  Manager 


411   California  Street,  San  Francisco 


Royal  Exchange  Assurance 


Of  London,    HLnglanci 

-ESTABLISHED    BY    KOYAL    CHARTER    1720 


BTrA 


Cash  Capital,  :  : 
Surplus  to  Policyholders, 
Total  Assets,     : 


$  3^346,099  45 

9,612,455  96 
24,034,110  35 


B@"  LOSSES  PAID,  OVER  $185,000,000.00 -®a 


Head  Office  United  States,   100  William  St.,   New  York, 

ROBERT  DICKSON,  General  Manager 


Pacific  Coast  Department,  501    Montgomery  St.,  San   Francisco, 


FRANK  W.  DICKSON  ( 
EDWARD  HALL  j 


Associate  Managers 


COAST  REJ-IEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


1792 


1900 


INSURANCE  CO  OF  NORTH  AMERICA 


CASH  CAPITAL 

$3,000,000.00 


POUCYHOLDCRS'    SURPLUS 

$4,696,780.55 


FOUNDED 


ASSETS  JANUARY  1    1900. 


$9,230,684.26 


NET  C'JRPLUS 


$1,696,780.55 


PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

OLDEST    STOCK    FIRE    INSURANCE    COMPANY    IN 


THE     UNITED     STATES. 


Losses  Paid  Since  Ori^aiiization,  $100,277,157.00 

Po,-;fi,-     ni^no»-+mf^n  +  -      California,    Oregon,     Washington,    Montana,     Nevada.     Idaho, 

raciriL   uepdriineni.         Arizona,  Utah         "      -  ■■•  - 


J.  K.  HAMILTON, 
C.  0.  SCOTT, 
A.  E.  BAILEY, 


•  Special  Afjents. 


■ih,  Alaska,  British  Columbia  and  Hawaii. 

Office  412  California  St.,  San  Francisco 

JAMES     D.     BAILEY3    General  Agent. 


t^^  ^^  *^*  /~\.,  9^^  t^^  *^^ 


SUCH  A  COMPANY  IS 
THE 


LIFE  INSURANCE  Fidelity  Mutual 


ji    con  PAN  Y    ^ 

That  will  protect  and  advance  agents 
That  will  promote  in  the  order  of  merit 
That  issaes  mutual,  profit-sharing  policies 
That  issues  all  modern  forms  of  policies 
That  guarantees  values  and  leaves  none  in  doubt 
That  combines  income  to  insured  with  protection 
That  has  a  successful  record  of  twenty-one  years 
That  has  a  ratio  of  admitted  Assets  to  Liabilities 
of  1.30 


T  T  jzrrr    insurance 

i— i  -t      i-L        COMPANY 

L.  <;.  FOUSE,  President. 

Write  for  Agency  Terms  and  Territory  to 

ALEX.  Mcknight,  vice  President 

P.  0.  Drawer  1536,  Philadelphia 


Apply  for  Agency  to 

GEO.  A.  RATHBUN,  General  Manager 
Rooms  1,  2  and  3,  Fifth  Floor 
Mills  Building,  San  Francisco 


Mrs.  Crimsonbeak:  "Who  wrote  'Little 
Breeches  ?'  " 

Mr.  Crimsonbeak:   "Hay." 

"I  say,  who  wrote  'Little  Breeches?' " 

"Hay." 

"For  goodness'  sake,  are  yoii  getting 
deaf?  I  said,  who  wrote  'Little  Breech- 
es? '  " 

"And  I  said,  Hay— John  Hay." 

"Oh!" 


"The  door  is  open.  "  cried  the  owner  of 
the  house  adjoining  the  fire.  "You  needn't 
smash  the  window." 

'•Sir,  "cried  the  foreman  of  the  fire  corn- 
pan}',  sending  his  ax  through  the  glass, 
"we  know  our  business." 


It  is  the  man  that  is  insured,  not  the 
property.  The  company  undertakes  to 
indemnify  the  man. 


i 


COAST  REVIEIV  ADVr.RTIsmC  DEPARTMENT  ic:::^^>fc>'fe:;&i£:i:' 


ESTABLISHED     1809. 


North  British  &  Mercantile 

INSURANCE    COMPANY 

OF. LONDON     AND     EDINBURGH. 

COMBINED    ASSETS,        ....        ^70J2^,67S   00 

Authorized    Capital $15,000,000  OO 

Net  Fire  Assets 19,169,812  OO 

Invested  in  America  for  benefit  of  United 

States  Policyholders 4-, 380,505  OO 

Yearly    Income    {Fire  only)    over 7,500,000  OO 

Pacific  Department,    212    Pine   Street,  :  :  :  San'  Francisco 

TOM    C.    GRANT, 

General  Agent. 


Voss,  Conrad  &  Co., 

GENERAL   AGENTS, 

NEW  YORK,  CHICAGO,  SAN   FRANCISCO, 

43  Cedar  Street,  155  La  Salle  Street.  204-208  Sansome  Street, 


i 


THURJNQIA  . 

Insurance  Company 

of  Germany. 

FRANKFORT        „^^,„^  ^^^,,^„^  ^„,  p,^^^  „^^^ 

Insurance  Co. 

of  Germany. 

THURINQIA   AMERICAN  ^.     , 

Fire  Insurance  Co. 

of  New  York. 

FRANKFORT  AMERICAN   , 

Insurance  Co. 

of  New  York. 

Fire,  Marine,    Individual  Accident,  Plate  Glass,  Steam  Boiler,  Employer's 
Liability,  and  Elevator  Insurance. 

(22) 


i^i§^^^^,  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 

Established  1853,  THE  Capital,  $2,250,000.00 


<A 


THURINGIA 


v> 


11  msMramice 

Assets,  j$? I  1,^01^,187.81.  O*  Erfurt,  Germany. 

Cash  and  Capital  Reserve,  j^i,8^2,2i^o,i;7. 

Deposited  in  the  United  States  for  the  benefit  of  American 
Policyholders,  $250,000  in  U.  S.  Bonds. 

§§•: 

F.  G.  VOSS,  United  States  Manager,  New  York. 

VOSS,    CONRAD    &    CO.,   Managers 

PACIFIC   DEPARTMENT 

204=208  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


V 


F>RANKF>ORT 


IWarine,  Accident,  and   Plate  Glass   Insurance  Company 

Of  Fkankfokt  on  the  Main,  Germany. 
Established  1865. 

CAPITAL,        -        -        SI.25O3OOO.OO 

ASSETS. 

Bonds,  Mortgages,  and  Real  Estate $1,138,034  43 

Cash  ou  hand  and  in  banks, 195,318  19 

Premiums  in  course  of  collection, 320,0(58  87 

Guaranteed  Capital 937.500  00 

LIABILITIES.  $2,590.821  49 

Reserve  for  Outstanding  Claims  and  Reinsurance, $507,741  49 

Capital  Paid  Up, 313,500  00 

All  other  Liabilities, 41S>'88  43 

Cash  and  Capital  Surplus, 1.351,691  57 

$2,590,821  49 

UNITED  STATES  BRANCH. 

Gross  Assets $736,175.70 

Surplus,  including  deposits  in  Massachusetts  for  protection  of  American 

Policyholders,     24r).2()ri.e4 

The  Whole  Resources  of  the  Company  are  Pledged  on  every  Policy  Contract. 

VOSS,  CONRAD  &  Co.,  flanagers, 

204=208  Sansome  Street,  5an  Francisco. 

(23) 


j^^^i^^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTrSING  DEPARTMRNT  ^S^^Sr^g;^ 


PACIFIC  DEPAHTMENT 


German  Alliance  Ins.  Assn 
Boston  Ins.  Co. 

ASSETS  REPRESENTED,    OVER    TWELVE   MILLIOISS. 
GEORGE    H.   TYSON,   General    Agent, 

4-3o   California  Street,  San  Francisco. 
Marine  Department,  :  :  :  R.  J.  TYSON,  Manager. 

TRANSATLANTIC 

Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Hamburg,  Germany. 

ASSETS, $2,913,441  00 

LIABILITIES, _ 1,078,440  00 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS, $1,835,001  00 

CASH  ASSETS  IN  U.  S.. 830,928  00 

V.  CARUS  DRIFFIELD,  Manager,  H.  DANKER.  Ass't  Manager. 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT: 
213    SANSOME    STREET.         -  -  SAN     FRANCISCO. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 
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FIRE 


/\/\f\RIN& 


Commercial  Union 

Assurance  Company,  Ltd. 

Of  LONDON,  Eiifjland 


Pacific  Coast  Branch,   Alliance   Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San   Francisco. 


Subscribed  Capital, 

Paid-up  Capital, 

Total  Cash  Assets,  Gold, 


$12,500,000 

1,250,000 

25,859,506 


Total  Liabilities,  incl.  re-insur.  $  J  8,359,883 
Cash  Surplus  to  Policyholders,  -  7,499,622 
Total  Amount  of  Claims  Paid,       101,617,850 


Assets  In  the  United  States  held  by  Trustees,        -     $3,805,382.00 

AH  Losses   on  the   Pacific    Coast  Promptly  Paia  through  the  Branch  Office  at 
Alliance  Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

C.  F.  MULLINS,  Manager. 

E.  T.  NIBBLING,  Assistant  Manager, 


Alliance 


Assurance 
Company 


OF     LONDON.     ENGLAND 

• Established  1824. 

Pacific  Coast  Branch,  Alliance  Building:,  416-418  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


Statement  of  1st  January,  1900. 

Subscribed  Capital $25,000,000.00 

Cash  Capital  Paid  up 2,750,000.00 

Invested  and  Cash  Assets  ....  25,172,537.50 
Surplus  to  Policyholders 5,504,074.20 


United   States  Investments. 

Real  Estate  in  San  Francisco   and 

Portland $173,171.00 

U.  S.  Bonds  in  Oregon  and  N.  Y.     285,000.00 

N.  Y.  City  Bonds 322,500.00 

Deposited  in  Banks 44,928.00 

Miscellaneous  Assets 38,313.00 

Total $863,912.00 


AH  Losses  on  the  Pacific   Coast  Promptly  Paid  through  the  Branch  Office  at 
Alliance  Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

C.  F.  MULLINS,  Manager. 

E.  T.  NIBBLING,  Assistant  Manager. 

(20) 


iQi^lSi^i^^S  COAST  REVIEW  AniT.RTISING  DRrARTMEXT  &&&-^^^^ 

STATKMKyT   SHOWINO    THE   STANDING    OF    THE 

MANCHESTER 

Assurance  Company,  Of  Manchester. 

(  Organized  1824  ) 

Capital $10,000,000  00    |   Cash  Assets $4,837,345  00 

Capital,  paid  up 1,000,000  00    I   Surplus  to  Policyholders  ....    2,464,080  00 


STATEMENT  SHOWING    THE   STANDING    OF    Till 


CALEDONIAN 

Insurance  Company,  Of  EdinUmjii. 

The  Oldest  Scottish  Fire  Ofpce. 

(Organized  180S  ) 

Capital $5,000,000  00    I   Assets,  over $10,000,000  00 

Capital,  paid  up  . 537,500  00    I   Surplus  to  Policyholders  ....       1,879,510  00 


STATEMENT   SHOWING    THE    STANDING    07    THE 


AMERICAN 


Insurance  Company,  Of  Newark,  N.  J. 

Capital,  Paid  up $600,000  00  |  Cash  Assets $3,009,951  52 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $2,416,872  46 


STATEMENT   SHOWING    THE    STANDING    OF    THE 


AMERICAN  FIRE 

Insurance  Company,   Of  New  York. 

Capital $400,000  00   |   Cash  Assets $1,245, f58  n 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $768,^28  39 


Pacific  Department,  323  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

THOS.  J.   CONROY,    Manager 

GEO.   W.   BROOKS,  Ass't   Manager. 
BALFOUR,  GUTHRIE  &,  CO.,  PACIFIC  COAST  DIRECTORS. 


SF>ECIAL    AGEMTS: 
R.  De  LAPPE,  S.  F.;  GEO.  A.  CRUX,  Portland;  J.  0.  PARRISH,  Denver. 


COAST  RFA-IEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMEXT  ^^^^^^ 


AACHEN  &  MUNICH 


Fire  Insurance  Company 


Of  Aix  La  Chapelle,  Germany 


Establisiliecl  2«i?5 


CAPITAL $2,250,000.00 

TOTAL  ASSETS 7,223,243.00 

SURPLUS  TO   POLICYHOLDERS 3,865,895.00 

Pacific  Coast  Department 

423  California  Street,  -         -         San  Francisco 

CESAR  BERTHEAU,  Manager 


HANOVER  ^  ^  ^ 


fire  Insurance  Company 


—>  OR    NEW    YORK 


OZ?GA2VJ^I57>    1853' 


«• 


CASH  CAPITAL, 

Assets, 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,  over 


$1,000,000,001 

$3,076,292. Oo\ 

IJ00,000,00\ 


«• 


CESAR  BERTHEAU,  Manager 

423  California  Street,  San  Francisco 


mmmmmm 


COAST  KEriEir  ADl-ERTISiyC  DEPARTMENT 


SPECIAL   AGENTS 

AND 

ADJUSTERS  .  .   .  . 


Daily  Expense  Account  Book 

Monthly  Record  for  the  vest  pocket 

10  Cents  per  Copy,  3  Copies,  2.j  Cents. 


r-*UBLwISHBD     I3Y     THE     COAST     R.EVIE1"W^. 


^     ORGANIZED    1847.    ^ 

The  Peee  MnatimaLl  Life  Insuirainice  Coo 

Of  I^'hilaclclphla. 

Assets,  January  1,  1900,         :         :        $37,7^7,980.2^ 

Surplus,        "  "     (  35^  and  4  per  ct.  babiri )         4,996,620.22 

l^Writes  the  Most  Liberal  Policy  extant. 

HART  (^  WOOSTER,  Qeineral  Ageets, 

60S-609-B10-611-803  Clans  Sprec/cels  Bld^,  San  I^rancisco 

Department  of  the  Pacific  States  and  Territories  of  the 

SCOTTISH    UNION  &   NATIONAL 


This  is  one  of  the  Oldest  and  Wealthiest 
Companies  in  Existence. 


Insurance  Company  of  Great  Britain 

Organized  ^  r  T 


18^4 


Capital: 
$30,000,000 

Assets  in  the  United  States: 

$4,200,12/. 

Surplus  in  the  United  States: 
$1,986,240. 

R.  C.  MED  CRAFT, 

General  Agent. 

319  California  Street, 

San  Francisco 

Special  Agents 
T.  J.  A.  TIEDEM  ANN,  Portland 
FRED  R.  STOVER.  San  Francisco 
HARRY  L.  LQKE,  Suit  Lake  &  Denver 
OHN  E.  COSGROVE,  San  Francisco 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


^s^  fer- 's?^  ^^  ^^  ^ss^ 


HOME  MUTUAL 


INSURANCE  COMPANY 


(  stock  Company  Incorporated  1864) 


OF    CALIFORNIA 


Financial    Standing  of  the  Company  January  1,  1900  : 

Assets $  965.559  34 

Liabilities 3J9,630  99 

Surplus  Funds  for  Policyholders $615^928  35 

Capital  (  fully  paid  in  gold  coin  ) 300,000  00 

Net  Surplus  over  Capital  and  all  Liabilities $315,928  35 

HOME  OFFICE:     Company's  BuUfling,    318  CaUfornia  Street,  SAN  FRANCISCO 


WM.  J.  DUTTON.  Pres.,  F.  W.  LOUUEE,  Vice-Pbes., 

FRANKLIN  BA.NGS,  Ass't  Secy. 


STEPHEN  D.  IVES,  Secy., 
GEO.  STEEL.  Marine  Secy.' 


GERMANIA  FIRE  :  : 


Insurance  Company 


Of   A^evv    ^'ork 


~ iM  IW  ORGANIZED  IN   1859 

CASH  CAPITAL,  .  .-. '.  .  .  .  $1,000,000  00 

NET  SURPLUS, .■ 2,101,402  85 

TOTAL  ASSETS 4.8/6,870  01 

W.  H.  BREEDING,  Manager, 


Offices   in    Snfe        epos/t  Iiuilclin<i-, 


SA.V  I'K.lA'CfSCO. 


PHOENIX  WCiyAL 


I     ir-C:     INSURANCE 
Lire.     COMPANY 


Of  HARTFORD,  CONN. 


JONATHAN  B.  BUNCE,  Presi. 
J.  M.  HOLCOMBE,  Vice-Presi. 
CHAS.  H.  LAWRENCE,  Sec'y 


II.    W.  MAQEE. 


HIGKS    &    MAGRR, 


J.    W.   IIICKS. 


Managers  Pacific   Department, 
Claus  Spreckels  (Call)   I^uiilclino,   San  Francisco, 

t^Tiuo    NEW   CONTRACTS    Just   Issued.        The    Easiest    on    the    Market   to    Sell. 
SMALL  RA  TES !      BIG  ADVANTAGES !    Agents  should  not  fail  to  call  and  Investigate- 


COAST  REI'IEIV  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


New  England  Mutual^ 


LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


Post  Office  Square 

BOSTON,    MASS. 

BENJ.  F.  STEVENS President.     S.  F.  TRULL Secretary. 

ALFRED  D.  FOSTER Vice-President.    WM.  B.  TURNER Asst.  Secretary. 

D.  F.  APPEL,  Superintendent  of  Agencies. 

ASSETS,  Janxiary  1,  1900 $29,544,428.63 

LIABILITIES 26,838,656.60 

SURPLUS $2,70S,77L97 


The  Contract  is  short,  clear  and  concise,  Iree  irom  all  technical  conditions,  and  without  restrictions 
regarding  residence,  travel,  occupation,  or  suicide,  after  two  years. 

Guaranteed  Values  are  endorsed  on  the  Policy,  and  their  payment  to  the  Insured  is  guaranteed  by 
the  laws  of  Massachusetts. 

Annual  Distribution  of  Surplus  is  declared  by  the  Company,  which  may,  at  the  option  of  the  Insured, 
be  applied  either  to  the  payment  of  the  annual  premiums,  thereby  reducing  the  cost  ol  insurance,  or  to  the 
purchase  of  participating  paid-up  additions,  for  which  certificates  will  be  issued,  thereby  iwcrfasiwgr  the 
amount  of  insurance  and  future  shares  of  surplus. 

Death  Claims  are  Paid  Immediately  upon  receipt  of  satisfactory  Proof  of  Death,  and  the  amount 
payable  under  the  Policy  will  be  increased  by  the  face  value  of  all  outstanding  additions. 

Pamphlets,  and  rates  for  any  age,  sent  on  application  to  the  Company's  Office,  or  to 

HENRY  K.  FIELD,  General  Agent, 

MILLS  BUILDING,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  GAL. 


FIRE 


MARINE 


NEW  ZEALAND 


Of  Auckland,   N.  Z. 

UNLIMITED  LIABILITY  OF  SHAREHOLDERS. 

Subscribed  Capital,  $5,000,000  00 

Paid-up  Capital, 1,000.000  00 

Assets, 2,507,002  00 

Assets  in  United  States, 300,000  00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,      ....    $1*527,825  00 

J8®°  Has  been  underwriting  on  the  Pacific  'Coast  over  24 years. 

United  States  Branch  Office  in  Company's  Building, 
312  California  Street^       :      San  Francisco, 
W.  P.  THOMAS,  Manager. 

(27) 
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COAST  JiE\'IEU'  ADl'EKTISIXG  DEPARTMEXT 


K^  S' &' O^  .=^==' S:^=' 


A    LEADING    AMERICAN    COMPANY 


1900 


1      1 


J  AS.  NICHOLS,  President 

B.  E.  STILL3IAN,  V.-P.  and  Sec. 


NATIONAIs^ 


Fire  Insurance  Company 

Of  HARTKORD 


Capital,       -       -       One  Hi  11  ion  Dollars 

ASSETS,      -      -     $4,551,283.55 


GomDarative  Propress    ,3,, -—      /—       — S 

Tw6ntu  years  .....   ^^^^ 1,000,000      1,770,303        516,534 

1894 1,000,000  3,597,531  2,430.925 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMEXT : 

4()!f  California.  Street,  San  Francisco 


GEO.  D.  DORNIN, 

Manager 


GEO.  W.  DORNIN, 

Ass't  Manager 


SPRINGHELD^f 


FIRE  and 
MARINE 


Insurance  Company 


Organized  1849 


Of  Springfield,  Mass. 


ASSETS, 


4,906,939.06 


Paci£c  Department,    409  California  Street 


Geo.  D.  Dornin, 


Manager 


Geo.  W.  Dornin, 

Ass't  Manager 


f^^^^f^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^g^S^^^S^; 


(r^^^(^^^= 


LA/NCASHIRE 


'V.^^ 


Insurance  Company 

OF  MANCHESTER,  England 


GRPITRL,  -  $15,000,000.00 

Assets  Invested  in  the  United  States:  $2,390,390.00 


MANN  &  WILSON 

Managers  Pacific  Department 

N.  E.  Cor.  California  and  Sansome  Sts.,  San  Francisco 

The  Security  Trust  and  Life 

INSURANCE     CO. 

Principal  office,  St.  James  BId'g,  New  Yori<. 

ROB'T  E.   PATTISON,   President. 


CONDENSED  STATEMENT  DEC.  31st,    1899. 

ASSETS $    1,255,269.03 

LIABILITIES : 678.776.50 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS 576,492.53 

INSURANCE  IN  FORCE 12,628,318.00 

DECREASE  IN  LOSS  RATIO 12  per  cent 

DECREASE  IN  EXPENSE  RATIO 8  per  cent 

ROB'T  O.  STEWART,  Mg^r  of  Agencies. 


COAST  REVIEIV  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


^^  "c:^  •  fc:.  •  ^^  ^^  ^^ 


ATLAS 


Assurance  Company 


London,  England. 


Assets,  over 


$10,000,000.00 


PACIFIC     COAST     BRANCH: 

Xos.   309-311    Sansome    Street  San   Rrancisco. 

BOARD   OF    DIRECTORS:  j     FRANK  J.   DEVLIN,  Manager 

GILBERT   PALACHE, 

HENRY   F.   ALLEN.  T    H    PALACHE    Ass't  Manager 

GEORGE   A.    NEWHALL.  \  '  *  "'  ''AUAcnt,,   ass  t  manager 

WEWDv  F.  ALLEN,  Agent,  202  California  Street,  S.  F. 


WW    MANNING, 


SPECIA.I.  AGIil^TS  A.:sr>  ADJUSTERS! 

E.  R.  THOMPSON,    W.  W.  ALVERSON,    W.  W.  CLEVELAND,    C.  E  SCHLINGHETDE 


I  IN  LINE  WITH  THE  TIME; 


No  opportunity  is  overlooked  for  the  improvement  of 
UNION  MUTUAL  POLICIES.    They  are  kept 


I  ThoroMghly  Modermi  m  PrSvIIeges 


in 

EXTEWDED  INSURANCE  WITHOUT  DEDUCTIONS. 

INCONTESTABILITY  WITHOUT  RESTRICTIONS. 

BOTH  POLICYHOLDERS  AND  AGENTS  FAIRLY  TREATED  ALWAYS. 


t 
I 

t 
I 

t 


I  Union  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co. 


Good  Territory  Ready  for 
Good  Agrents 


Incorporated  1848 
PORTLAND,  MAINE 

FRED  E.  RICHARDS,  President 
ARTHUR  L.  BATES,  Vice  President 


4\  had  upon  application  to  )     "HI.  (j.   Lt/lVI  I   I,   U6n6r3l   nQCnt  ^  San  Francisco,  Cal.         ^ 


j  419  California  Street    ^ 


iS^^^^^  COAST  REVIFAV  AnVEnrrSING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 


/Norwich  CInion 


Organized 

ir9r 


Cr*^■ 


FIRE   INSURANCE   SOCIETY 


ASSETS $6,562,578.00 

LOSSES   PAID 58,000,000.00 


Pacific    Department 


W.    H.    LOWDEN  Manager, 


314  CALIFORNIA  STREET 


J.  L.  FULLER,  Assistant  Manager 

San  Francisco,  Cal. 


Gummed  Policy  Labels. 

Any  Style,  Shape  or  Color. 
Price  List. 


Red  or  Blue  on 

Go 

LD 

OR  Silver  B 

RO^ 

ize 

Blue  on 

Green  Bronze  on 

White  Paper. 

ON 

B 

ACK  OH  Red 

Paper. 

Red  Paper. 

Black  or  Red  Paper 

1M.      $2.75 

$3.75 

$3.00 

$4.50 

21-2M.   3.75 

5.50 

4.25 

2M.  6.00 

5M.     5.50 

7.50 

6.00 

3IVI.  7.50 

10M.     9.00 

12.50 

10.00 

5M.  10.00 

Special  prices  quoted  on  larger  quantities.  In 
ordering  make  copy  FULL^ndEXACT,  and 
send  sample  label.  We  pay  the  express  or  postage 
when  the  money  accompanies  the  order. 

Address  all  orders  to  this  paper. 


mTor  Sample  Labels  Send  to  This  Office, 


:3^^iS^iS  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  &^&^^^ 

HOME 

Insurance  Company  of  New  York 

PRINCIPAL   OFFICE 

n?   BROADWAY,   N.  Y. 


Ninety -third  Semi-Annual  Statement 
January,   1900. 

Cash  Capital ^3,000.000  00 

Reserve  Premium  Fund 4,381,07^  00 

Reserve  for  Unpaid  Losses  and  Other  Claims 79^,386  ^4 

Net  Surplus 4,6M,936  41 

^12,808^9^  9^ 

Surplus  as  regards  Policyholders $7,631,936  41 

DANIEL  A.   HEALD,  President. 

JOHN  H.  WASHBURN,  K..       ^  ^,.,      .       THOMAS  B.  GREENE      )  ^.         ,     . 
ELBRIDGE  G.  SNOW,     \  vice-t-iehiaents.    aREUNAH  M.  BURTIS,  ^  ^eci-etanes. 

HENRY  J.  FERRIS,     [  ^         Secretaries  1  WILLIAM  H.  CHENEY, 
E.  H.  a.  CORREA,       j  ^^=''-  ^e^i^e^aries,  -j  freDERIC  C.  BUSWELL. 

H.  ly.  ROFF,  General  Agent,  .         .        California  and  Nevada, 

A.  G.  RIDLING  and  J.  J.  SHEAHAN,  Special  Agents, 
2IO  Sansome  Street,        -        San  Francisco. 
J.  D.  COIyEMAN,  General  Agent,     .     Department  Pacific  Northwest. 
JNO.  H.  BURGARD,  Special  Agent, 

250  Stark  Street,         .  .  Portland,  Oregon. 

A.  F.  GARTNER,  Special  Agent  (Lewiston  Block),  Butte,  Montana 

G.  C.  HOLLOWAY,  Special  Agent,       .       .       Los  Angeles,  California. 
JUNIUS  YOUNG,  Special  Agent,  .       .         Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

HUGH  CRAIG,  Metropolitan  Manager,  |  210  Sansome  Street, 
GEO.  M.  MITCHELL,  City  Agent.         J  San  Francisco. 

Losses  Paid  since    Organization  over  $72, 000^,000 

FIRE,   LIGHTNING  AND  TORNADO  INSURANCE. 
Agencies  in  all  Principal  Cities  and  Totons  in  the  United  States. 


THE  HOME  has  a  well  organized,  competent  and  experienced  force  of  General 
and  Special  Agents  i-esident  in  the  Pacific  Coast  States,  ensuring  })rorapt  response  to 
the  needs  and  requirements  of  its  Agents  and  the  insuring  public,  and  immediate 
attention  to  the  adjustment  and  payment  of  losses. 


VS  '.^  V^  '.^  ".^  v^ 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^&&f^^& 


r^^^'^^r^^^-^  — "^'    '---'"^"    ^^^>  x./v//o//vt.  i^iLt^i^imnivj  R:^^^ 


UNION      ^-«""J^y  ^_"5,^^ Of  *■,.  L.uis. 


surety  Company 


1^    Cash  Capital,  $250,000,     Losses  paid,  oVer  $2,500,000 


/^GGidept,  l^ealtl?,  a9d  plate  (Jlass 

Insurance. 

most  Liberal  ITcciacnt  Policies, 

BeaKb  Policies  Covering  19  Diseases. 


Lowest  Rates  on   PLATE  GLASS  Insurance. 

We  Want  GOOD  AGIUNTS  ThroiKjhotit  the  JPacific  Coast. 


W.   LOftlZfl  &  GO.,  General  Agents,  216  Sansome  St.,  San  Francisco. 


8^"  ESTABLISHED    IN    1845. 


PRUSSIAN  NATIONAL 

INSUEANCE  COMPANY  (of  Germany) 

CAPITAL,  .        $2,250,000.00  ^  ASSETS,        .        .        $3,480,433.00 

United  States  Branch  3ir>  Dearborn  St.,  Vliicago. 
THEO.  W.  LETTON,  Gen'l  Manager  HENRY  J.  HOUGE,  Ass't  Manager 

W,  LOAIZA  &  CO.,     State  Agents,     216  Sansome  St. 

JOHN  A.   PRINSEN,   Special  Agent. 


NIAGAF^A  FIRE  INSURANCE  CO. 

OF  NEW  YORK. 


HAROLD  HERRICK,   President  GEO.   C.  HOWE,   Vice-President, 

GEO.    W.   DEWEY,  Secretary  H.  F.  G.  WEY,  Ass't  Secretary 


WESTERN    DEPARTMENT,    315    DEARBORN    ST.,    CHICAGO. 

/.  N.  BLACKWELDER,  Manager  W.  L.  STEELE,  Ass't  Manager 

WALTER  H.  RAYMOND,  General  Agt.  for  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho,  Portland,  Or. 


WALTER  J.  WILSON,  Gen'l  Agent  for  California,  Arizona,  Nevada,  Hawaiian  Islands. 

216    SnjisoHio    Street,  .  .  San   Fritncisco. 


W.  LOAIZA  &  CO.,   State  Agents,  216  Sansome  Street,  S.  F. 


iS^iSi~)i^iS  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 

THE  MERCHANTS' 

/  PIPE  )  INSURANCE    COMPANY,   of    Newakk,  N.  J. 

Organized  1858. 

Capital v^  400,000  00 

Assets ; .  I  ,^g8,4i^  00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders  .  .  .• 6y4,ggo  00 

GIRARD 

(  FIRE  )  FIRE    AND    MARINE    INSURANCE    CO.   of  Phila. 

Organized  1853. 

Capital ^    ^00,000  00 

Assets 2,ogy,8^g  oo 

Surplus  to  Policyholders gg2,i^^  oo 

UNITED  STATES 

^  P"^^  ^  FIRE   INSURANCE   CO.    of   New  Yokk. 

Organized  1824. 

Capital .  .  $   2^0,000  00 

Assets     74i>37i  oo 

Surplus  to  Policyholders 424,gi2  oo 

Marine  Insurance  Co.  lj 

OF    LONDON.  Eng. 
(  MARINE  ) 

Organized  1836. 

Capital  ( ^^,000,000.00  )  Paid-up ......$      goo,ooo  oo 

Assets (), 324,863  01 

Surplus  to  Policyholders 3,113,361  62 

N.   E.   Cor.   California  and  Sansome  Streets,    San    Francisco. 

G.  W.  McNEAR,  WILLARD  O.  WAYMAN, 

General  agent.  manager. 

^ELRRITOKY    COVKRED  : 
Califoknia,    Obboox,  Washington',    Alaska,    Bkitisii   Coiaimbia,    Idaho,    Utah,    Mt)NTANA 

Akizoxa,    Hawaiiax   Islands. 


i^  ^^^  i^  I:^ '-^  js 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DERARTMENT 


EDWARD    A.  TEMPLE,   President 


A.  C.  STILSON,  Secretary 


BanRGr&  L/ifo  J^&&oci^tion. 

DE.Q     MOINEIS,     IOWA. 

Organized  July  1,  1S79 

TWENTY-FIRST    ANNUAL    STATEMENT 

For  the  near  ISDD.     PuhUHhcd  Jan.  ?,  lOiX). 


Total  Assets $      3,831,141.31 

In  State  Insurance  Department  .  .   .         2,695,667.42 

Insurance  in  Force     129,366.000.00 

Insurance  in  Force  in  California  .   .        4.342,000.00 
Total  Paid  Beneficiaries  to  date  .  .  .       4,539,582.07 


Expense  of  Management  per  $1,000  Ins.,  1899  .    1.81 

Death  Rate  of  1899 6.62 

Death  Losses  Proven  and  Unpaid None 

Bonds  and  Mortgages  Due  and  Unpaid None 

Designated  Depository  Banl<s 4,007 


G.  F.  WIISK,  State  Agent, 


14  McALLlSTEH    STREET, 


SAN  FRANCISCO. 


The  Only  Companies  having  a  California  Deposit  for  the  Special 
Protection  of  California   Policyholders 


FIRE WCQTr)l>N     OF  TORONTO, 

MARINE    VyE^lERil     Incorporated  1853 

Assurance  Company 

Hon.  Geo.  A.  Cox,  Pres.     [    $100,000.00  Deposit 
J.  J.  Kenney,  Vice-Pres.  with  Oalifornia  State 

I  Treasurer 

ASSETS  in  United  States S  1,854,554.94 

INCOME  in  United  States,  1899  .   .    .        1,702,388.97 
Surplus  in  United  States,  Jan.  1, 1900  .  683,087.97 

Losses  paid  in  U.S.  1874  to  1899  inclusive  18,683,418.51 


BRITISH  AMERICA '™Tr 

Assurance    Company 


Hon.  Geo.  A.  Cox,  Pres. 
J.  J.  Kenney,  Vice-Pres. 


$100,000.00  Deposit 

witli  California  State 
Treasurer 


ASSETS  in  United  States  .    ......    $1,215,253.29 

INCOME  in  United  States,  1899  .   .   .   .       1,148,276.62 

Surplus  in  United  States  Jan.  1,  1899  .         484,872.89 


IFESTURiV    UBF'ARTMENT,  Denver,  Colo. 

H.  T.  LAMEY,  Manager. 

DAVIS  &,  WATSON.  General  Agents,  322  Pine  St.,  San  Francisco. 

R.  H.  MAGILL,   District  Manager,  1010   Broadway,   Oakland,  Cal, 


"What  good  are  you  ?"  said  the  farmer,  git  insurance  money  to  pay  de  mortgages 

as  he  found  a  dusty  pilgrim  yawning  in  his  olT  de  res'  ob  de  farm.  "— Chicago  News, 

hay.  

"What  .good    are    we?"     echoed    the 

knight  of  the  road.       "Why,  if  we  didn't  What  became  of  those   alleged    plague 

smoke  butts  in  far  mer.s'  barns  dey'd  never  cases  in  San  Francisco? 


COAST  KEVIEIV  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


SECURITY!    ei*     LIBERAL  TERMS!     ^     PROFITABLE  RESULTS! 


GEO.  A.  MOORE,  Prcsidetit 
GEO.  IV.  SCOTT,  Vice-President 
M.  R.  HIGGINS,  2d  Vice-President 
S.  M.  MARKS,  Secretary 
T.  L.  MILLER,  Assistant  Secretary 


The  Only 

Pacific     Coast    Life    and 

cident  Company 


Ac- 


organized    1868 


TEE  PACIFIC  MUTUAL  LIFE 

INSURANCE  COMPANY 
LIFE  amid  ACCIDENT  amd  HEALTH. 


PrOStrGSS  i^i  every  branch  characterizes  the  Company's  affairs  for  1899.      It  was   indeed 
S  the  banner  year  in  all  respects.      As  compared  with  previous  years  it  shows 

more  insurance  written;  more  lives  insured;  a  greater  amount  added  to  the  volume  of  insurance  in  forced 
increase  in  surplus  ;  greater  g;iins  in  income,  and  in  assets — and  all  without  undue  pressure  in  any  direc- 
tion. This  growth  was  concurrent  with  the  broadening  of  its  field  of  operations  and  the  introduction  of 
new  and  improved  plans  of  Life  and  Accident  insurance.  The  Company's  past  record,  its  present  facili- 
ties, the  aim  of  its  management  for  an  active  yet  conservative  course,  and  the  popularity  of  the  Company 
give  promise  of  a  future  productive  of  best  results  for  policyholders. 


Best  and  Safest  Legal  Organization 
^     Jt     for  Policyholders,     t^     J* 


Has  Paid  Over 
$10,000,000.00  Claims. 


L/FE  POLICIES!  ENDOWMENT  BONDS! 

ACCIDENT  POLICIES! 


HEALTH  POLICIES! 
ANNUITIES! 


KILGAKIF  &  REAVER,  General  Agents  of  Life  Department  for  California,  Company's  Building,  S.  F. 
F.  W.  VOOGT,  Pac.  Coast  General  Agent  of  Accident  Department,  Company's  Building,  San  Francisco. 

ALBERT  J.  CAPRON,  General  Agent,  Marquam  Building,  Portland,  Or. 

FBANIi.  N,  McCANDLESS,  General  Agent,  Ellensburg,  Wash. 


r^^^-c^'i=}'(=y'(^ 
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Union  Assurance  Society 

OF  LONDON 

EsTAi-.LisnED  A.  D.  1714 

Subscribed  Capital  .    .  $2,250,000.00  Gross  Assets $16,822,675.00 

Surplus  to   Policyholders $4,000,000.00 

Law  [Jnion  &  C^own  Insurance  C^: 

cy  LONDON 
EsTAi!LisnEi>  A.  D.  1S54 

Subscribed  Capital  .    .  $7,500,000.00  Gross  Assets $21,751,010.00 

Surplus  to   Policyholders  .    .  $2,800,000.00 

CATION,  BELL  &  CO.,  General  Agents, 

^OG-^lO    California    Street,  San  Francisco 


INSURANCE  IN  FORCE— $75,000,000.00  ASSETS— $23,700,000.00 


i^^- 


QERMANEA^e 

LIFE  IlnsMraince  Compamiy  of  New  York 


PcrsDHs  desiring  INSURANCE  ON  THEIR  LIVES  will  best  serve  their  awn  intercsls  hu  calling  in 
person  on  the  managers  of  the  above  Rrliahle  Old  Company,  or  by  addressing  them 

by  letter,  giving  age. 

|3^°°  Good  Contract  and  Territory  for  Resident  Agents. 


Rooms  19,  20,  21,  22,  24 

4th  floor,  Mills  Bldg.,  San  Francisco 


W.  A.  JACOBS  &.SON, 


MANAGERS. 


PHENIX 


NSURANCE  COMPANY 

of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


CASH  CAPITAL,  $J,000,000 

Assets,  $5,822,876.17 

Losses  Paid,o\€r^60,CC0,CC0.C0 


H.  McD.  SPENCER    State  A^ent    fob  California,  OREGON,  Washington  and  British  Columbia 
Office  415  MONTGOMERY  STREET,  San  Francisco 

GEORGE  J.   WELLINGTON,  Manager  for  Metropolitan  District 


;^  i^  j=^  ^^  i^  iS 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


LONDON  ASSURANCE '  .  f 


CORPORATION  Established  1720 

Invested  in  the  United  States,  $1,716,701.00 


NORTHERN  ASSURANCE 


COMPANY  Established  1836 

Invested  in  the  United  States,    =    $2,565,145.00 


Paoifio    Coast    DeparLiniGiat : 

GEORGE   F.   GRANT,  Manager 

221   SANSOME  STREET,  San  Francisco 


I 


OF 
CALIFORNIA. 


PACIFIC  SURETY  COMPANY 

Paid-up  Capital,         :         $250,000  00         Surplus  as  to  Policyholders,     $295,000  00 

ta^^  Guarantee  and  Casualty  Surety  on  Bonds. 

Bonds  of  Surihjshij)  it^siud  on  huhalf  of  persons  holding  poi^ifions  of  trust.        We   also    act    as    surety  on 

Bonds  nquired  in  Court  Froeadings. 

!^T  STEAM  BOILER  and  PLATE  GLASS  INSURANCE. 

DIRECTORS:— Geo.  C.  Perkius,       James  Mofflt.       H.S.Crocker.        J.L.Moody,        Albert  Miller,        AViii.  CUft, 

H.  L.  Davis,         J.  L.  N.  Shepanl. 
WALLACE  EVERSON,  President  JOHN  BERMIWGHAM,  Vice-Pres.  A.  P.  REDDIHG,  Secretary 

Head  Office  326  Mont^omeiT  St.,  S.\N  FRANCISCO.  ^"  Correspondence  solicited  with  responsible  agents. 


AMERICAN 


MERCANTILE 


Insurance  Company^^^  Fire  and  '^arlne  Ins.  Co. 

OF  Boston,  Mass.  of  Boston,  Mass. 

Or^anizs.l  18  tS.  Organized  1823. 

Capital $300,000.00      Capital $400,000.00 

Assets 636,743.53       Assets 649,398.82 

Surplus  to  Policyholders.  .     444,077.48      Surplus  to  Policyholders.  .     452,077.59 

BAGGS  &.  STOVEL,  General  Agents 

411  California   Street,  San  Francisco 


i 


The  Fidelity  and  Casualty  Company 

ASSETS,  June   30,    1900 $3,827,582  06 

Surplus  to  Policyholders     1  ,036,372  O  1 

T.^^,,-^^-^ /, -w.      FrDELITY.— Bonds  of  suretyship  for  persons  in  positions  of  trust.    ,      '        ,,, 
infill  nnrr         casualty.— Accident,    Plate    Glass,    Steam    Boiler,    Employers     and    I'.levator 
£ii^uxctiivw.  Liability,   and  Burglary. 

OFFICEHS: 

Geor<;e  F.  Skwaku,  President;  Robert  J.  Hillas,  Treas.  and  Sec'y;  Henry  Crossley,  Asst.  Sec'y 


rACIFIC  COAST  I)EPARTME\T 

Mutual    Lvifo    Builclinn 


,    ^      ,,  1     4  ,  i_  Mutual    Lvifo    ISullclinn 

S.  C.  IWKDbl:,  Manager  and  Attorney      san  Frauoisoo,  caiiform. 


i 


•  ^^  i^  iS  i^  iS  iS 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


The  Washington  Life  Insurance  Company, 


OF     NEW    YORK. 


W.  A.  BREWER,  President, 

ASSETS, 

PAID  TO  POLICYHOLDERS, 


f.  S.  FRENCH,  Vice-Pres. 

.     $15,500,000.00 
32,000,000.00 


85,  86,  87  and  88, 
Chronicle  BIdg., 
San  Francisco. 


1  Blf"  To  energetic  business  producers  a  Ko.  1 

AGENTS    )  I'errltory     Especially  liukkal  teums.    Every 

i«i/\M-rim  I  I  l':icility  afforded  for  obtaining  business.     1\ 

WAN  1  tU  !  ,  siIIlE  BIG  IMONEV.      Si'i.ENPiD   opportunl- 

I  ties  for  first-ciass  insurance  men. 

Address  of.  once: 

HOWARD   PERRIN,  General  Manager 
State  of  California, 


^v,^r- 


C.  L.  FAY,  General  Agent,  Washington  Bldg.,  roKTLAND,  Or. 


JlFE,    *    *    *    * 

^  Endowment, 

and  Accident 
Insurance 
The  ^TNA  life  ins.  Co., 

Of  Hartford,  Conn.,  grants  Policies  con- 
taining every  desirable  feature.  Refer- 
ence, its  numerous  patrons.  Address  the 
Company  for  Insurance  or  an  Agency. 


Largest    Company  in    the    World 

Writing  Life  and  Accident   Insurance 


H.  B.  Houghton,  Manager 

PACIFIC     COAST    AGENCY 
Safe  Deposit  Kiiilding,  Sati  Francisco,  Cal 


JOHN   H.   STEVENS,     Metropolitan   Agency 

Accident  Department. 


Insurance, 

A  Text  Book  .  .  . 

For  Sale  at  this  Office.  Price,  $3.50 
This  is  a  splendid  work  of  over  i.oon  pages' 
handsomely  printed  and  bound.  Every  intelligent 
Insurance  Man  can  read  it  veith  profit.  Fire,  Life 
and  Casualty  Insurance  discussed  by  over  forty  of 
the  ablest  men  in  the  business. 

Compiled  by  WM.  A.  FRICKE 

For  Sale  at  The  Coast  Review  Office 


THE    COAST   REVIEW   BUREAU. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  so  many  letters 
asking  for  information  about  companies, 
associations  and  societies  and  their  con- 
tracts, that  we  have  concluded  to  make  a 
department  or  bureau,  to  which  inquiries 
will  be  referred.  Correspondents  seek- 
ing information  as  to  the  condition  and 
reputation  of  any  insurance  company  or 
association  are  requested  to  address  the 
Coast  Review  "Bureau,"  and  inclose 
postage  for  a  reply. 


SURETY  ON   BONDS. 


AMERICAN  SURETY  COMPANY  of  new  york. 


$5,207,9S5  21 
862,610  4-9 


HENRY   r>.    X.VA/AA',    President. 

STATEMENT,   December  31,  1899. 

RESOURCES,  including  Capital,  $2,500,0(X).t)0 

LIABILITIES,  including  Reserve,  $  614,619.41 
Bonds  issued  for  Employes,  Administrators,  Guardians,  and  in  Judicial  Proceedings 

SAN  FRAXCISCO  JiOARI) :~SAMVEl.-G.  MURPHY.  Resident  Vice-Pres.; 
L,evi  K.  Ellert,  Jaiues  B.  Stetson,  Adam  Grant,  Thos.  Brown,  Arthur 
Rodgers,  P.  N.  Lilienthal,  Henry  L,.  Dodge.  James  R.  Kelly,  Edward 
B.  Pond. 

■J  office: 


JAMES   R.   GARNISS,  MANAGER,  I 

C    A.  SHURTLEFF,  Res.  As.st.  Secy.      >      219   SANSOME   STREET, 

Geo.  L.  Seybolt,  Inspector  ) 


SAN  FRANCISCO. 


iS^^i^^^  COAST  KEl'IEU'  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 

Facifio    Coast   Department 

FRANKLIN   FIRE  insurance  company 

of  Philadelphia. Incorporated    1827. 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $3,081,288.96 

WILLIAMSBURGH   CITY   FIRE  '"^"-^"c^cWany 

of  New  York. Incorporated   1853. 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $1,927,982.89 

'  °' THed"       GLENS       FALLS        insurance    company 

of  New  York. Incorporated  1849. 

Surplus  to    Policyholders $3,261,061.06 

Undivided  profits 2,155,142.07 

EDWARD   E.   POTTER,   General   flanager 

322  Montgomery  St.,  San   Francisco 

INCORPORATED  1852. 

Milwaukee  Mechanics' 

XKSURAKCE    COMPAKY 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin. 

CASH  ASSETS $2,568,997  00 

SURPLUS 1,682,719  00 

TOTAL  LOSSES  PAID 7,355,053  00 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT:  410  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

L.  L.   BROMWELL,  Manager. 

Borne  ITtfe  InsitrancB  Olmiipanij 

OF   NEW  YORK. 
GEO.  E.  IDE,       .       .       .       President. 

Assets 111,348,859  12    I   Net  Surplus. %  1,203,27842 

Dividend  Endowment  Fund  .         626,713  00   |  Insurance  in  Force 49,258,697  00 

Liberal  contracts  and  good  territory  will  be  given  to  reputable  agents  who  can  show 
a  good  record. 

W.  H.  DUNPHY  &  SON,  Managers, 

Offices,  in  The  Emporium,  Market  St.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Tlhe  Capital,         .         $1,500,000.00 

Ueitedl  States        \  Assets,  .      .    3,500,000.00 

Surplus,        .  1,750,000.00 


FideMty  amd  QtaaraLinity 
Coimpainiyo 


THE 

J.    D.   MAXWELL  CO., 


GENERAL    AGENTS^ 

HOME   OFFICE. 

South-West   Coiner  Calueit  &  German  Streets  PAUL  M.   NIPPERT,  Manager 

BALTIMORE,  M.  D.  WM.    RIGBY,   attorney 


^^'=§^'=§'=^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^S^^^^ 


Capital  and  Accumulations, 


$2,482,426.00 


THAMES  I  MERSEY 

Marine    Insurance    Company,    Limited, 
Of  Liverpool,  London  and  Manchester. 


CAPITAL  SUBSCRIBED  ....    $10,000,000 

Capital  Paid  Up $1,000,000 

Reserve  Fund,  in  addition  to  capital  .   .     2,250,000 


WM.  GREER  HARRISON, 


Manager 
305  California  Street 


San  Francisco 


Sub-Agencies  at  all  the  principal  Pacific  Coast 
ports  and  at  Honolulu 


BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN 

Marine   Insurance   Company,  Limited. 
Of  Liverpool. 


Capital  Subscribed $6,700,000  Gold 

Capital  Paid  Up 1,340,000  Gold 

Reserve  Fund,  in  addition  to  Capital, 

$3,000,000 

BJILFOUR.  GUTHRIE  5  CO. 

General  Agents 
316  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


A.  H.  Small,  Manager. 


EMPLOYERS  LIABILITY 

(Limited)  Assurance  Corporation  °^^gZnd"' 

Head  Office  for  U.  S..  71  KILBY  STREET, 
Boston,  Massachusetts. 

APPLETON  &  DANA.  Managers  and  Attorneys 
for  the  U.S. 

ACCIDEN'T  rOLICIES  of  all  kinds  at  Very  Low  Rates 
Employers'  Liability  Policies,  indemnifying  Employers 
against  claims  for  Accidents  to  Employes.  Individual. 
Fidelity  Bonds  and  Accident  Policies.  Workmen's 
Benefit  Policies.  Vehicle  Insurance.  General  Liability 
Policies  on  Buildings.    Elevator  Insurance. 


CHAS.  J.  OKELL  &  CO.,  -   General  Agents 

407  CALIFORNIA  STREET,  San  Francisco. 


The  Mutual  Benefit 

LIFE  INSURANCE  eC, 

NEWARK,    N.    J. 


AMZI  BODD, -.-_     President. 

ASSETS  (Market  Values)  Jan.  1, 1900  .  .  .  §70,466,400  46 
LTABTLITTFS,  N.  .7.  and  N.  Y.  Standard  .  .  64,840,707  24 
SURPLUS 5,625,693  22 


THE  NEW  POLICY  CONTRACTS 

OF  THE 

contain 
Special    and  Peculiar  Advantages 

Which  are  not  combined  In  the 
POLICIES  OE  ANY  OTHER  COMPANY, 


JAMES  MUirSELL,  Jr.,  Manager. 

503  California  St.,  cor.  Mongomtery,  S.  F. 


i^^^iS^^  COAST  K£l7£ir  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  .        S^S^S^^S^S^ 


^\^ E^  A.     Insurance    Co.,  Of  Golhcnhary 

A.MBHICAN     F^IRB     ins.    Co.,       (JT  PhUaadpJna 
AGHICUL^TUJRA.L^    ins.    Co,,    Wc,eHorcn,  N.Y. 

^ME,    DBL/A.WA.JRB  Ins.  Co.,  o/rhuaadpua 

e^*         ei^*         ei?^ 

EDWARD  BROWN  &  SONS, 

Gemeral  Ageets  Padfic  Coast  Department 

t^  «^*         e.?* 

Total  Assets  Represented,  Over  Fourteen  and  a  Half  Millions. 


^^1   T  TV  T    INSURANCE 

S)  kJ  1^    OFFICE 

^  OF     LOKDOK 

189  Years  of  Active  Business 

Oldest  Purely  FIRE  INSURANCE 
Office  in  the  World -^ 


^\W\\\^      *  Cash  Assets,        :       $11,500,000 
/X  \|   \(  Net  Surplus,        :         6,400,000 

Pacific  Department  2J5  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


WiNFiELD  S  Davis,       J,  B.  F.  DAVIS  <3c  SON,  Gcti'l  AgcntSy 

Burt  L.  Davis, 
Carl,  A.  Henry. 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT  Embraces:     California,  Nevada,  Utah,  Arizona,  Oregon 
Washington,   Idaho,   Montana,   Ilawaiian  Islands,  and  Alaska. 


J 
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THE  IMPERIAL  INSURANCE  COMPANY.  Lt'd 

OF    LONDON. 

Instituted    A.    D.    1803. 

CASH    ASSETS,  -  -  $9,362,920.00 

Forty-one  Years  in  Business  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 


THE  LION  FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY,  lt'D 

OF     LONDON 
Established  A.  D.   1879 

CASH  ASSETS,  -  -  81,108,095.00 


PACIFIC    BRANCHES:      205  and    207    Sansome   Street,   San   Francisco 

WM.  J.  LANDERS,  - 

Resident  Manager. 

The  Connecticut  Mutual 

Life  Insurance  Company. 
I846-I900 


In  the  fifty-four  years  of  its  work  almost  98  per  cent,  of  the 
premiums  paid  by  policyholders  have  been  paid  over  to  their  benefici- 
aries or  returned  to  them.  What  has  been  so  returned  and  what  is 
held  for  the  protection  of  present  policyholders  as  net  or  ledger  assets 
aggregates  $263,502,899.67:  127.57  per  cent,  of  the  total  premiums 
received. 

These  results  have  been  accomplished  at  an  average  expense 
rate  of  only  8.9  per  cent. 

It  is  an  unmatched  record;  and  The  Connecticut  Mutual 
is  as  thoroughly  prepared  for  the  good  work  of  the  future  as  it  has  at 
at  any  time  been  for  that  of  its  unequaled  past. 

Jacob  L.  Greene,  President.  Herbert  H.  White,  Sec'y. 

John  M.  Taylor,  Vice-Pres't.  Daniel  H.  Wells,  Actuary. 


A..    K:.    I».   MA.I«JVXOTSr,  r>i«triot  Sxxr>'t; 

Pacific  Coast  Agencies 


Mills  Building,  San  Francisco. 


FIREMANS  FUND 

INSURANCE  COMPANY 

iMieE^  HOME  OFFICE:  :ivxA.i«iiVE> 

Gompanu's  Building,  Sansome  and  California  Streets 
SAN  FRANCISCO 

Capital,  $1,000,000  00 

Surplus,  2,312,720  64 

Assets,  3,884,381  08 

Officers 

WILLIAM  J.  BUTTON, 

PRESIDENT. 

BERNARD  FAYMONVILLE,  J.  B.  LEVISON, 

VICE-PRESIDENT.  2D  V. -PRESIDENT  AND  MARINE  SEC'y. 

LOUIS  WEINMANN,  F.  W.  LOUGEE, 

SECRETARY.  TREASURER. 

vSTEPHEN  D.  IVES, 

GENERAL  AGENT. 


MARSHALL  &  McELHONE,  managers, 
153  and  155  La  Salle  Street,  Chicago,  III. 


CHAS.  W.  KELLOGG,  manager, 

A.  K.  Simpson,  ass't  manager, 

Mason  Building,  Boston,  Mass, 


EDGAR  S.  WILSON,  Manager 
Macon,     :     Georgia. 


JOSEPH  HADLEY,  Manager 
72  Beaver  Street,         :         New  York. 


Founded  1871 
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The  Great  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  the  World. 


Gross  Assets 
$56,356,332 


Assets  in  U. 
$9,703,581 


ESTABLISHED    1836 


ENTERED  U.  S.  184 


Tlie  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  United  States  Branch  on  the  31st  of  December,  1898,  in  accordance  wi 
the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York,  is  as  follows: 

ASSETS $9,703,581.65 

LIABILITIES 4,857,665.56 

SURPLUS $4,845,916.09 

As  an  illustration  of  the  Company's  practice  in  maintsining:  its  Assets  In  the  United  States  in  years  of  excesai 
loss,  the  following  figures  may  interest  policyholders : 

Year.  Assets  Jan.  1.  Income.  Expenillture.  Excess  of  Expcndltu; 

1871    $3,054,361  $3,163,901  $5,122,653  $1,958,752 

1872    3,640,450  3.733,101  4,448,999  751,898 

1873 4,163,290 

ThvLs  showing  Ej^cess  of  Expenditure  in  the  two  yeaxs  of    .   .   .    .' $2,710,650 

And  Increase  of  Assets  in  the  same  time  of 1,110,939 

Progress   of   the   United    States    Branch  :— Net  Fire  Premiums:    1848,   $4,519;   1858.    $471,98 

1868,  $1,739,620;  1878,  $2,422,126;  1888^  $3,928,010;  1898,  $4,979,422. 

LOSSES.— The  amount  paid  in  satisfaction  of  Fire  Losses  in  the  United  States  iu  the  course  of  51  years  is  SV*. 824.918. 

This  large  sum,  in  conjunction  with  the  growth  of  the  Company's  business,  evinces  the  confidence  ui  the  pubUc  and  t 

faithfulness  with  which  the  Company's  losses  are  adjusted  and  paid. 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT  ESTABLISHED  1852.  CHAS.    D,    HAVEN,    Resident:   isecretar; 

Cliief  Ojfice,  4iiii  CaUfornia  Street,  San  Francisco.  C.   MA^ON  KiNNb.  Assistant  aecretary. 

SFKCIAL,    AGENTS  : 

ED.  G.  SPROWL,  R.  G.  BRUSH,  JOHN  W.  GUNN  FRED.  L.  HAViiiiN,  THEO.  bUMMERiil': 


I 
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PHCENIX 

INSURANCE     COMPANY 


OF    HARTFORD 


Cash  Capital 
$2,000,000.00 


Assets  Jan'y  1, 1900 
$5,523,649.70 


HEI^BEI^T    FObGER,    JVIanager 


DIXWELL  HEWITT,   Asst.   Manager 


iai4      SANSOMEl      STRE.E.a\ 


San    Francisco. 


i3^^^^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADl'ERTIS/XG  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^& 

PHCENIX  ASSURANCE  COMPANY— PROVIDENCE-WASHINGTON  INSURANCE  CO. 


Phoenix 

Assurance 

Company 


Of  London 
Established  1782 


Providence- 
Washington 
Ins.  Co. 


OF  RHODE  ISLAND 
Incorporated  1799 


BUTLER  &  HALDAN,    General  Agents  for  Pacific  Coast 

B.  C.  Dick,  Agency  Superintendent 
41  ^  California  Street  :  San  Francisco 

riClVCtl3.     oWlSS    Fire  Insurance  Company 

OF    ST.    GALL 

CAPITAL,         ....        $  2,000,000.00 
Losses  Paid  since  organization,     1 1,635,487.00 

^WISS     iVi3,rinC     insurance  Companies  Combined 

CAPITAL,      .      .      .      $4,000,000.00 


SYZ  dc  CO.,    General   Agents 

301  California  Street,  :  :  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


iSiSiS^S^iS  COAST  REVIEiy  ADl-JiRTlSING  DEPAKTMKXT  ^^S^^^f^ 

THE  PENNSYLVANIA 

FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY  of  Philadelphia. 


Incorporated  1825 


ASSETS, 

January  1st,  1900: 

$5,175,306.00 


(< 


'^"^^^^ 


NET  SURPLUS, 

January  1st,  J  900: 

$2,181,845.00 


One  of  the  OLDEST  and  STRONGEST  Fire  Insui-ance  Offices  in  tin-  United  States. 

Office  Pacific  Coast  Department:      50S-10  CALIFORNIA   ST.,  San  Francisco. 

T.  EDWARD  POPE,  Manager. 

R.   W.  OSBORN,  Assistant  Maiiaijei'.        HOMER  A.  CRAIG,  General  Adjuster. 

SPECIAL  AGENTS:— Chester  Deering,  J.  H.  Clinkscales,  Volney  Howard,  S.  V.  Mesick. 

Hamburg  -  Bremen 

FIRE    INSURANCE    COMPANY 

OF  HAHBURG,  GERMANY  ORGANIZED  1854 


Capital  and  Accumulations      -       -  $3,412,150.06 

Assets  in  the  United  States,  Jan.  i,  1900  1,524,546.63 

Surplus  ''              "            "              "         "  544,867.51 

Losses  Paid  in  the  United  States,  over  12,000,000.00 


RUDOLPH  HEROLD,  Jr., 

General  Agent  Pacific  Department 
HARRY  C.BOYD,  415  California  Street 

Assistant  General  Agent.  San  Francisco 


tfs -^  ^=3  ^  ^ 'is 
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^^The  MAGDEBURG 
FIRE  INSURANCE 
COMPANY 
transacts 
NO  Marine, 
Life  or  Accident,  but 
Fl  RE  Insurance 

Business  ONLY. 


?5t?5|?#?|?#?p|?5 


MAGDEBURG 

FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


OF     MAGDEBURG,    GERMANY 


Capital $     3,750,000.00 

Assets  January  I,  1900 7.867,864-13 

Prem.  Income  since  organiza'n  (55yrs)  178,146,008.57 
Losses  paid  since  organization  (55yrs)  118,338,016.97 
Assets  United  States  Department    .   .  948,772.32 


,^PAciFic  DEPARTMENT:      QUTTE  &,  FRANK,  Managers, 

^  303  California  Street,  San   Francisco. 


Magdeburg  Fire  Ins.  Co., 


OF     NEW    YORK. 


Assets 


GUTTE   &    FRANK,    Managers, 

303  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


$287,048.83 


Willielnia  of  Magdeburg 


General  Insurance  Company 


MARINE. 


Assets,  January  i,  i! 


59,813,751.45 


1  Associated  Assurance  Companies,  Ld. 

Munich  Assurance  Co..       Alliance  Assurance  Co. 

Of  Munich  (L'd)  .      Of  Berlin  (L'tl) 

JOINTLY  and  SEVERALLY  LIABLE. 

Assets,  January  i,  1899, $10,454,215.21 


^°  These  Marine  Com- 
panies insure  Vessels, 
Freights,  Cargoes,  Treas- 
ure, Profits,  Registered 
Mail  and  Express  Matter, 
to  and  from  all  parts  of 
the  World,  and  make 
their  Policies  payable  at 
places  required  by  as- 
sured. 


GUTTE    Sl     frank.    Managers, 

303  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 
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.     .     .     ORGA\IZED   A.   D.   1817    . 


Fire  Association 


OF     PHILADELPHIA. 


STATEMENT  OF  ASSETS,   JANUARY   1st,    1900. 


Gross  Assets 
Policyholders'  Surplus     - 


^6,280,028.00 
^1,5^0,6^6.00 


WESTERN     DEPARTMENT, 

CHICAGO,   ILL. 

OFFICE,  171-173  Jackson  St.,  Royal  Insurance  Bldg 


W.  H.  CUNNINGHAM,  Manager. 


HENRY  W.  BUSH,  } 
J.  M.  BECK,  ^ 


Ass't  Managers. 


.  State  Agent  for  California,  Arizona,  Nevada  and  Hawaiian  Islands. 

.,    ^  ,         ,  219  Sansome  Street.  SAN  FRANCISCO,  Cal. 

.  Manager  city  department. 


T.  C.  SHANKLAND  . 
JNO.  D.  RICHARDS  . 

lii.J.  LOUIS Special  Agent  for  California,  Arizona  and  Nevada. 

F.  J.  ALEX.  MAYER.  .   .  State  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  PORTLAND,  Ore. 

DAN.  L.  WEAVER.  .   .   .  Special  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  SPOKANE. 

F.M.AVERY Special  Agent  for  Colorado,  Wyoming,  Montana,  Utah  and  Idaho,  DENVER, Colo. 


Financial  Standing,  January  I,   1900,  of  the 

Philadelphia  Underwriters 


COMPOSED    OF    THE 


Insurance  Co.  of  North  America 

FOTTXDED,  A.   1).  1792 

CASH  CAPITAL $  3,000,000  00 

Total  Assets 9,295,037  00 

Total  Liabilities,  except  Capital     4,598,256  00 


Fire  Association    of    Philadelphia 

FOUNDED,   A.   D.   1817 

CASH  CAPITAL $   500,000  00 

Total  Assets      6,280,028  00 

Total  Liabilitie.s,  except  Capital  .    4,749,492  00 


Surplus  as  to  Policyholders  .    .   $4,696,781  00 
COMBINED     ASSETS, 
SURPLUS  TO   POLICYHOLDERS, 


Surplus  as  to  Policyholders   .    .  $1,530,636  00 
$15,575,065  00 
$  6,227,417  00 


Western  and  Pacific  Coast  Department, 
Chicago,  Illinois. 


W.  H.  CUNNINGHAM,  Manager 

S^TBrcK!'"^"'!  Ass't  Managers 


T.  C.  SHANKLAND,  State  Agent  for 

California,   Arizona,    Nevada  and   the   Hawaiian  Islands. 
John  D.  Richards,  Manager  City  Department, 


219  SANSOME  STREET, 


SAN  FRANCISCO. 


F.  J.  ALEX.  MAYER,  State  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  Portland,  Ore. 
DAN.  L.  WEAVER,  Special  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  SPOKANE. 
F.  M.  AVERY,. Special  Agent  for  Montana,  Utah  and  Idaho,  Denver,  Colo. 
E.  J.  LOUIS;  Special  Agent  for  California,  Nevada  and  Arizona. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


■I 

Insurance  Company 

NEW   YORK 

HENRY  B.  STOKES,  President 

♦   ♦ 

THE  NEW  POLICY  GUARANTEES 

EXTENDED  INSURANCE 

PAID-UP  VALUES 

AND 

LOANS  AT  5% 

-^-^^ 

AGENTS  WANTED  IN  UNOCCUPIED  TERRITORY 
JOHN  LANDERS.  Manager  S.  W.  Pacific  Dep't,  2W  3roiitgomerv  St..  S.  F. 

HEALTH    AND    ACCIDENT    INSURANCE 

PHIXEASC.LOUNSBUBT,     L  /J^J^f^t/j^^^^  KIMBALL   U.   ATWOOD, 

President.  ^V/ •'^V^,^*^  ^^  ^/rtr^_  Secretary. 

OF    NEW    VORK. 

ASSETS,  June  30,  J900     %      824,540  86 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS 898.687  81 

CLAIMS  PAID,  OVER 8,000,000  00 

HEALTH  and  ACCIDENT  POLICIES. 
The  Best  Insurance  j    The  Easiest  Insurance 

FOR  BUSINESS  and  FOR  AGENTS 

PROFESSIONAL  MEN  TO  SELL 

8^"  Liberal  Commissions  and  Renewal   Contracts  to   Good  Men. 

Address — 
Pacific  Coast  Department,  THOS.    GODWIN, 

Mills  building 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  Manager. 


:^^^iS^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^S^^^^ 

Rational  Life 

Insurance  Company 

MONTPELIER,       -        -       VERMONT. 

CHARLES  DEWEY,  President.  OSMAN  D.   CLARK,  Secretary. 


INSURANCE  IN  FORCE,  January  i.   1900    .    .'.  ^89,890,026  00 

ASSETS,  January  1,   1900 17,738,861  23 

LIABILITIES,  January  i,  1900 15,863,938  34 

SURPLUS,  Vermont  and  New  York  Standard  .    .  1,874,922  89 


THE  NATIONAL  has  done  a  continuous,  successful  business  for  fifty  years.  Its 
policies  of  LIFE,  TERM,  ENDOWMENT  and  ANNUITY  INSURANCE  grant  solid 
protection  on  mutual  plans. 

NO  RESTRICTION  on  residence  or  travel. 

INCONTESTABLE  after  two  years  from  date  of  issue. 

GUARANTEES  endorsed  cash,  loan,  paid-up  and  extended  insurance  values. 

AUTOMATICALLY  NON-FORFEITABLE  after  three  years. 

INSURANCE  ISSUED  IN  1899,  $17,738,861.23. 


G.  M.  STOLP,  General  Manager, 

82-84  New  Crocker  Building,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
A.  D.  WALKER,  General  Manager. 

Fidelity  Trust  Company  Building.  Tacoma.  Wash. 


GEORGE  D.  ALDER,  General  Manager, 

204  McCormack  Block,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

C.  M.  SMITH.  General  Manager, 

Hennessey  Building,  Butte,  Montana. 


Writing  Large  Lines  of  Desirable  Business 


PALATINE 

INSURANCE  CO.,  Ud, 

Of  Manctiester,  England. 

Resources,  Security  to  Policyholders,  over    =  $9,300,000.00 

United  States  Branch  Assets,  Jan.  I,  1900  -      2,637,777.00 

Net  Surplus  in  United  States       -         -         -         -  598. 207.00 

CHAS.  A.  LATON.  Manager  Pacific  Coast  Department 


439  California  Street 


Safe  Deposit  Building 


5an  Francisco 


LOCAL  BOARD  OF  DLRJECTORS: 

JOHN  H.  WISE,  Cbairman.      JOHN  F.  MERRILL.      WM.  E.  BROWN.      E.  M.  ROOT. 


-S^i^iS^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^SS^^S^S^ 


'LONDON  «& 
LANCASHIRE 


London  &  Lancashire 


Fire    Insurance    Company, 

Of  Liverpool^  Eng. 


Subscribed  Capital, 
Cash  Assets,  .  * 

Assets  in  United  States, 


$10,637,500 

7,344,540 

.       2,861,662 


Norwalk  Fire  Insurance  Co*^ 

Of  Norwalk,   Connecticut. 

Capital,    .     $200,000.00        Assets,    .     $566,802.00 


English  -American 
Underwriters^ 

Ascets, $3,428,464 


The  State  Fire  Ins*  Co^^  L'd^ 

Of  Liverpool,  England. 

Capital,  ...... 

Assets  in  United  States, 


$5,000,000 
324,084 


The  Netherlands  Fire  Ins*  Co*^ 


Of  The  Hague,  Holland. 
ESTABLISHED    1845. 

Capital,    .... 
Assets  in  United  States, 


$1,600,000 
678,025 


PACIFIC    COAST    DEPARTMENT, 
3  1 5     Montgomery    Street,  :  :  San  Francisco. 

WM.   MACDONALD,  Manager, 

D.  E.  MILES,  Ass't  Manager. 


i§^j§^^f§  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DErARTMEXT  ^^^^^^ 

HOME  MUTUAL 

INSURANCE  COMPANY 

(  stock  Company  Incorporated  1864  )  OF    CALIFORNIA 

Financial    Standing  of  the  Company  January  1,  1900  : 

Assets $  965.559  34 

Liabilities     319,630  99 

Surplus  Funds  for  Policyholders $6J5,928  35 

Capital  (  fully  paid  in  gold  coin  ) 300,000  00 

Net  Surplus  over  Capital  and  all  Liabilities  $315,928  35 

HOME  OFFICE:      Company's  Building,    318  California  Street,  SAN  FRANCISCO 

WM.  J.  DUTTON.  Prks.,  F.  W.  LOUGEE,  Vice-Pres.,  STEPHEN  D.  IVES,  Secy., 

FRANKLIN  BANGS,  Ass't  Secy.  GEO.  STEEL,  Marine  Secy. 


Liberal  Contract 

can  be  made 
with  established 

Old  Line  Life 

hisurance  Company 
for 

Local  or  Special 
Agency.         Address  -cr 

Care  of  Coast  Review. 


Germania  Fire 


Insurance 
Company 


OF     NEW     YORK 


Cash  Capital,    - 
Net  Surplus, 
Total  Assets, 


ORGANIZED    IN    1859 


/»> 


$1,000,000.00 
2,101,402.85 
4,816,870.01 


W.   H.   BREEDING,  Manager 

Offices  in  Safe  Deposit  Buildinsr,  San  Francisco 


"A  little  over  four  years  ago,"  said 
SmithsoD,  "I  made  up  my  mind  that  I 
was  smoking  too  much.  It  didn't  seem 
to  affect  my  health  in  the  least,  but  I 
thought  it  was  a  foolish  waste  of  money, 
and  I  decided  to  give  it  up." 

"A  very  sensible  idea,  indeed,"  re- 
marked Brownlow. 

"So  I  thought  at  the  time.  I  figured 
out,  as  closely  as  I  could,  how  much  I  had 
been  spending  each  day  for  cigars  and 
tobacco.  That  sum  I  set  aside  each  day. 
and  started  a  banking  account  with  it. 
I  wanted  to  be  able  to  show  just  exactly 
how  much  I  had  saved  by  not  smoking." 

"And  how  did  it  work?"  inquired 
Brownlow. 

"At  the  end  of  twelve  months  I  found 
that  I  had  £55  in  the  bank." 

"Good!     Could  you  lend  me " 

"And  a  few  days  later,"  interrupted 
Smithson,    "last   Thursday  in   fact — the 


bank    failed.     You   haven't   got    a   cigar 
about  you,  have  you?" — Tit-Bits. 

"Bumberly  put  on  a  shirt  waist  and  an 
hour  afterward  was  put  out  of  the  best 
restaurant  in  town." 

"Yes?" 

"All  he  went  in  for  was  a  match." — 
Cleveland  Plain  Dealer. 

"She  isn't  a  very  expert  stenographer,  " 
said  one  young  woman,  "and  yet  the  polit- 
ical orator  for  whom  she  takes  dictation 
has  raised  her  salary  three  times  this 
year. ' ' 

"Yes,  "  answered  the  other,  "she  isn't 
expert,  but  she  is  clever.  She  told  me 
about  it.  She  always  giggles  out  loud 
when  she  comes  to  any  portion  of  a  speech 
that  he  obviously  intends  to  be  funny." — 
Washington  Star. 


^^^^^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^S^^ 


CASH  CAPITAL      *       *       *      -^^^  I"  ^^.^^^^^a^  Cash  ASSETS        *        «        * 


January  1,  lUOO 


$4,000,000.00  ^^^^^^   $13,019,411.20 


Incorporated.  Hr^^^^Vl^^^^AJlSlrW'SSB^Ljm^llfill'  1819 


For  a  period  of   EIGHTY-ONE  YEARS  this  com- 
pany has  occupied  the  position  of  the  LEADrNG 
American  Fire  Insurance  Company. 


Largest  Cash  Capital,  Largest  Cash  Assets 

of  any  Fire  Insurance  Company 

in  America. 


Losses  Paid  since  organization  ]  81  years!  $85,641,084.50 

BOARDMAN  &  SPENCER,  General  Agents 

E.  C.  MORRISON,  Supervisor  of  Agencies 

LOUIS  MEL,  )  Office,  514  California  St.,  San  Francisco 

W    L.  GAZZAM,         >  Special  Agents  and  Adjusters 

J.  A.   MURPHY.  ) 


THE 

HARTFORD 

Fire  Insurance  Company, 

Organized  1794. 

Assets,      .        .        .  ^11,002,588  02 

Net  Surplus,        .        .  3,810,204  50 

H.    K.    BELDEN,    Manager    Pacific    Department 

WHITNEY    PALACHE,    Assistant    Manager 
313  California  Street,  -  SAN  FRANCISCO 


Speoial    Aoents    and    Adjusters. 
J.  J.  AGARD  J.  J.  DENNIS  JOHN  M.  HOLMES  W.  O.  MORGAN 
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Our    Digest    of   Recent    Insurance   Decisions. 
FIRE. 

Salvage.  The  insurance  company  was 
not  entitled  to  have  the  sal- 
vage on  the  machinery  not  covered  by 
the  policy,  which  was  appropriated  by 
the  landlord,  deducted  ratably  from  its 
liability,  but  the  whole  amount  of  such 
salvage  was  properly  deducted  from  the 
landlord's  proportion  of  the  aggregate 
liability. — Decatur  Land  Co.  v.  Cook, 
27  So.  559. 

Proof.  Where  the  local  agent  of  the 
defendant  insurance  company 
told  plaintiff  at  the  time  the  general  agent 
appraised  the  property,  after  the  loss, 
that  he  need  not  make  any  proof  of  loss, 
and  that,  if  he  was  not  satisfied  with  the 
appraisement,  the  company  would  make 
a  new  one,  and  offered  to  pay  the  amount 
specified  in  the  appraisement,  the  com- 
pany thereby  waived  proof  of  loss. — 
McCoubray  v.  St.  Paul  Fire  &  Marine 
Ins.  Co.,  64  N.  Y.  S.  112. 

Inventory.  Where  the  wai-ranty 
clause  of  a  fii-e  insurance 
policy  provided  there  should  be  an  inven- 
tory taken  within  30  days  after  the  date 
of  the  policy  of  insurance,  if  one  had  not 
been  taken  within  12  months  prior  to  the 
issuance  of  such  policy,  and  that  the  as- 


sured would  keep  such  inventory,  and  also 
the  last  preceding  inventory,  if  such  had 
been  taken,  in  a  fireproof  safe  or  other 
place  not  exposed  to  fire  in  the  store 
building,  and  an  inventory  had  not  been 
taken  within  12  months  prior  to  the  issu- 
ance of  the  policy,  the  clause  referring  to 
"the  last  preceding  inventory,  if  such  has 
been  taken,"  did  not  apply  to  inventories 
taken  more  than  12  months  prior  to  the 
issuance  of  the  policy  of  insurance. — Con- 
tinental Ins.  Co.  of  New  York  v.  Waugh, 
83  N.  W.  81. 

Incumbrance.  A  policy  of  insurance 
provided  that  the  pol- 
icy should  be  forfeited  if  the  property 
should  be  sold  or  incumbered  without  no- 
tice to  and  assent  of  the  insurer.  Held  to 
mean  voluntary  incumbz'ances  only. — 
Phenix  Ins.  Co.  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  v. 
Smith,  61  P.  501. 

Construction.  Where  it  is  condi- 
tioned in  a  policy  of 
insurance  "that  the  assured  shall  take 
an  inventory  of  stock  hereby  covered  at 
least  once  a  year,  and  shall  keep  books  of 
account  correctly  detailing  the  purchases 
and  sales  of  said  stock,  and  shall  keep  all 
inventoi'ies  and  books  securely  locked  in 
a  fireproof  safe  or  other  place  secure  from 
fire  in  said  store  during   the    hours   that 
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said  store  is  closed  for  business.  Failure 
to  observe  the  above  conditions  shall 
work  a  forfeiture  of  all  claims  under  this 
policy," — such  provisions  should  be  con- 
strued conjointly,  and,  to  work  a  forfeit- 
ure of  the  policy,  there  must  be  a  failure 
to  perform  all  the  conditions  named,  and 
not  any  particular  one  of  them. — Connecti- 
cut Fire  Ins.  Co.  V.  Jeary,  83  N..W.  78. 

Concurrence.  In  a  policy  of  fire  in- 
surance, covering  sev- 
eral items  of  property  and  excluding- 
other  insurance,  a  "rider"  which  permits 
'  'concurrent  insurance' '  is  not  transcended 
by  other  insurance  that  covers  only  some 
of  said  items,  provided  such  other  insur- 
ance is  effected  on  terms  which  require  it 
to  bear  proportionally  with  the  primary 
insurance  whatever  loss  occurs  within  the 
range  of  their  common  operation.  Judg- 
ment (Sup.  1899)  44  A.  848,  affirmed.— 
New  Jersey  Rubber  Co.  v.  Commercial 
Union  Assur.  Co.,  46  A.  777. 

Gasoline.  Provision  in  a  fire  policy 
making  it  void  if  gasoline  is 
kept  on  the  premises  applies  where  it  was 
brought  to  the  store  to  be  used  in  a  gas- 
oline stove  in  an  upstairs  room,  having  no 
direct  connection  with  the  store,  but 
reached  by  an  outside  stairway. — Boyer 
V.  Grand  Rapids  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  83  N.  W. 
124. 

Earned  Pkemium.  A  fire  insurance  com- 
pany issued  its  policy,  dis- 
tributed in  specified  sums  amonfr several  items 
of  property,  in  the  faith  of  a  stipulation  with 
the  assured  that  its  policy  should  be  concur- 
rent and  proportionate  with  other  insurance 
to  be  obtained  by  the  assured.  After  a  loss, 
the  company  learned  that  the  assured  had  not 
complied  with  the  stipulation,  and  thereafter 
cancelled  the  policy,  paying  back  the  unearned 
premium,  but  retaining  so  much  of  the  pre- 
mium as  would  have  been  earned  by  valid  in- 
surance from  the  date  of  the  policy  till  its 
cancellation.  Held,  that  the  company  thereby 
affirmed  the  validity  of  the  contract.  Judg- 
ment (Sup.  1899)  44  A.  848,  affirmed.— New 
Jersey  Rubber  Co.  v.  Commercial  Union  As- 
sur. Co.  46  A.  777. 

Knowledge.        An  application  attached  to  a 
fire  policy  recited  that  it  cov- 
ered a  certain  house  on  leased  land.    A  condi- 


tion in  the  policy  provided  that  it  should  be 
void  if  the  building  insured  was  not  on  gi'ound 
owned  in  fee  by  the  insured,  unless  otherwise 
provided  by  agreement  indorsed  on  the  policy. 
The  company  knew  that  the  building  was  on 
leased  property  when  it  was  insured,  but  no 
indorsement  showing  such  fact  was  made  on 
the  policy.  Held,  that  the  company  could  not 
defeat  a  recovery  on  the  policy  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  on  leased  ground. — Cowell  v.  Phoe- 
nix Ins.  Co  ,  36  S.  E.  184. 

Waiver.  The  representation  of  the  general 
agent  of  the  company  that  the  failure 
of  insured  to  pay  a  premium  note  at  maturity 
would  not  prejudice  him,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  he  was  solvent  and  that  the  note  bore  in- 
terest, was  binding  on  the  company,  and  oper- 
ated as  a  waiver  of  a  provision  of  the  policy 
and  of  the  note  for  a  suspension  of  the  insur- 
ance in  the  event  of  non-pa j'ment  at  maturity, 
especially  when  there  was  no  subsequent  de- 
mand forpayment  at  maturity,  and  long  after- 
wards the  company  recognized  the  policy  to  be 
in  full  force. — Mudd  v.  German  Ins.  Co.  of 
Freeport,  111.,  .56  S.  W.  977. 

MARIWE. 
Salvage.  A  ship  insured  in  numerous  poli- 
cies, in  which  she  was  valued  at  a 
certain  sum,  was  damaged  by  stranding  and 
by  the  necessary  salvage  operations.  The 
salvage  expenses  were  paid  by  the  shipowner, 
as  adjudged  in  two  salvage  suits,  one  against 
the  ship  and  freight  and  another  against  the 
cargo,  together  with  the  legal  expenses. 
Held  that,  the  adjudications  as  to  the  amount 
of  the  salvage  expenses  to  be  paid  by  the  ship 
and  freight  and  by  the  cargo  being  binding 
on  the  parties  interested,  the  assured  was  en- 
titled to  recover  the  amount  adjudged  against 
the  ship  and  freight  from  the  insui-ance,  less 
its  own  proportionate  share  as  owner  of  the 
freight  interest,  and  also  the  legal  ex- 
penses in  the  action  against  ship  and 
freight. — International  Nav.  Co.  v.  Atlantic 
Mut.  Ins.  Co.,  100  F.  304.  Held,  that  the 
claim  against  the  insurers  for  the  salvage 
charges  so  adjudged  ought  not  to  be  reduced 
by  the  undervaluation  of  the  ship  in  the  poli- 
cies to  the  extent  of  one-third  below  her  true 
value,  which  was  also  the  basis,  in  part,  of  the 
salvage  award,  as  the  insurers  were  estopped 
by  the  valuation  fixed  in  the  policy  from  rais- 
ing such  questions.— Same. 

Collision.        Where   a  boat   lashed    to   the 

starboard  side  of  a  tugboat,  and 

projecting  45  or  50  feet  in  fi'ont  of  it,  is  injured 
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through  being  forced,  by  the  master  of  the 
tug.  through  a  heavy  ice  floe,  in  the  night- 
time, when  he  cannot  see  whether  the  ice  is 
so  heavy  or  dangerous  that  he  should  stop,  the 
injury  is  not  within  a  contract  for  iusui'ance 
against  "accident  caused  by  collision."  Or- 
der (1897)  48  N.  Y.  S.  927,  23  App.  Div.  152, 
reversed. — Newtown  Creek  Towing  Co.  v. 
^tna  Ins.  Co.,  57  N.  E.  302,  163  N.  Y.  114. 

LIFE. 

Assessment.  A  company  which  has  no  as- 
LiABiLiTY.  sets,  and  no  means  of  meeting 
death  losses  except  from  a  mor- 
tuary fund  created  by  the  contributions  of 
members  for  that  purpose,  is  a  mutual  com- 
pany, though  the  dues  are  a  sum  certain,  pay- 
able monthly  and  not  contingent  upon  the 
death  of  members ;  and  as  the  mortuary  fund, 
by  the  terms  of  the  charter,  can  be  used  only 
in  the  payment  of  death  losses,  or  in  resisting 
claims  on  the  fund,  it  is  a  guarantee  fund, 
and  a  member  to  whom  a  loan  has  been  made 
from  that  fund  cannot,  upon  the  insolvency  of 
the  company,  set  off  against  his  indebtedness 
his  claim  against  the  company  on  account  of 
its  breach  of  contract  of  insurance. — Allen  v. 
Thompson,  .56  S.  W.  823. 

Knowledge.  Where  a  life  insurance  policj' 
has  been  accepted  by  the  in- 
sured, and  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the 
insured  for  nine  years,  and  he  has  paid  nine 
annual  premiums  thereon,  he  will  be  conclu- 
sively presumed,  in  the  absence  of  fraud  or 
mistake,  to  have  knowledge  of  all  the  stipu- 
lations and  provisions  of  the  policy. — Union 
Cent.  Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Hook,  56  N.  E.  906. 

Mutual  R.  Fund.  On  the  death  of  insured, 
an  illiterate  negress,  the 
defendant  company  refused  to  pay  the  policy 
because  of  falsehood  in  answering  certain  in- 
terrogatories in  the  application.  Plaintiff, 
the  beneficiary,  gave  notice  of  proof  that  in- 
sured was  old,  and  unable  to  read ;  that  all 
questions  asked  her  she  truthfully  answered  ; 
that  the  application  had  not  been  read  over  to 
her,  or  signed  by  her,  and  that  she  did  not 
know  its  contents ;  and  that  the  false  answers 
were  made  solely  through  the  fraud  of  defend- 
ant's agent  taking  the  application.  Held,  that 
it  was  error  to  strike  this  notice  from  the  files 
as  insufficient,  and  peremptorily  instruct  for 
defendant,  especially  as  defendant  still  re- 
tained the  premium  paid,  claiming  it  under  a 
forfeiture  clause  of  the  policy  it  sought  to 
avoid. — Lewis  v.  Mutual  Reserve  Fund  Life 
Ass'n,  27  So.  649. 


Misstatement        Where  a  policy  of  life  insur- 
OF  Age.  ance  provided   that,  in  case 

the  age  of  the  insured  shall 
have  been  understated  by  m^istake,  the  sum 
insured  will  be  reduced  to  the  amount  the 
premium  would  pay  for  at  the  true  age,  and  it 
appears  prima  facie  from  the  proofs  of  death 
that  the  age  of  the  insured  was  understated 
in  the  policy,  and  there  is  no  evidence  to  the 
contrary,  a  receipt  acknowledging  payment  of 
the  sum  that  the  premiums  would  have  paid 
for  if  the  age  of  the  insured  was  as  set  forth 
in  the  proofs,  "which  payment  is  in  full  for  all 
claims  against  said  company  under"  the  pol- 
icy, will  bar  recovery  for  the  difference  be- 
tween the  amount  paid  and  the  face  of  the 
policy,  unless  the  plaintiff  shows  by  clearly 
preponderating  testimony  that  the  payment 
was  merely  an  account,  and  that  the  receipt 
was  not  what  it  purported  to  be— a  settlement 
in  full  of  all  claims  under  the  policy. — Bense- 
man  v.  Prudential  Ins.  Co.  of  Amei'ica,  13  Pa. 
Super.  Ct.  363. 

ACeiDEDT. 
Chinese  Risk.  Where,  in  an  action  on  an 
accident  policy,  defendant 
averred  in  its  answer  that  the  business  of 
foreman  of  Chinese  labor,  in  which  insured 
was  engaged  at  the  time  of  the  accident,  w^as 
classified  as  a  special  risk,  and  was  much  more 
dangerous  than  that  described  in  the  applica- 
tion of  insured,  and  that  the  premium  paid 
would  have  purchased  a  less  amount  of  insur- 
ance than  that  agreed  to  be  paid  in  the  policy 
issued,  such  averments,  if  proved,  would  de- 
prive plaintiff  of  his  right  to  recover  on  the 
policy  more  than  the  amount  of  insurance  that 
the  premium  paid  would  purchase  in  the  in- 
creased risk. — Employers'  Liability  Assur. 
Corp.  V.  Back,  102  F.  229. 

Classification.  Plaintiff,  engaged  in  buy- 
ing and  shipping  cattle  to 
market  over  railroads,  and  usually  accompany- 
ing and  attending  them  on  the  way,  applied 
for  a  policy  of  accident  insurance,  fully  stat- 
ing his  occupation,  and  the  general  agent  of 
the  company  classified  plaintiff's  occupation 
as  "cattle  dealer  or  broker  and  shipper." 
Thereafter  plaintiff,  while  accompanying  cat- 
tle and  standing  beside  a  car,  was  injured 
while  endeavoring  to  climb  on  the  top  of  the 
car,  upon  the  train  suddenly  starting.  Held, 
that  the  company  could  not  escape  liability 
on  the  ground  that,  under  the  classification 
of  plaintiff's  occupation,  he  was  not  insured 
while  going  with  the  cattle  and  caring  for 
them,  since  the  classification  by  the  general 
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agent  was  binding  upon  the  company. — Trav- 
elez's'  Ins.  Co.  of  Hartford  v.  Snowden,  83 
N.  W.  66. 

Anthrax  Poisoning  Personal  Injury  by 
Not  AN  Accident.  Accident. — At  Brad- 
ford county  court,  Eng- 
land, in  August,  in  the  case  of  Stott  vs. 
Campbell  and  Harrison,  a  claim  for  compensa- 
tion was  made  against  a  firm  of  wool-combers 
by  the  dependents  of  an  employe  who  had 
died  of  anthrax.  The  question  was  whether 
the  occurrence  of  anthrax  came  within  the 
meaning  of  the  words  "personal  injury  by  ac- 
cident." The  county  court  judge  said  that, 
to  bring  an  injury  within  the  meaning  of  the 
act,  there  must,  in  his  opinion,  be  an  accident 
which  caused  immediate  injury  to  some  part 
of  the  body.  A  bacillus  settling  on  a  cut  or 
being  breathed  into  the  lungs  did  not  in  it- 
self do  any  injury;  it  was  only  when  it  grew 
and  multiplied  that  the  diseased  condition  of 
the  body  was  caused,  and  he  did  not  think,  in 
the  first  instance,  till  that  disease  ensued, 
there  could  be  said  to  be  any  injury.  After 
referring  to  authorities  on  the  definition  of 
the  term  "accident,"  and  the  distinction  be- 
tween injury  or  death  from  accident,  and  in- 
jury or  death  from  natural  causes,  his  honor 
observed:  "In  the  present  case  it  has  been 
contended  that  either  the  fact  of  infected 
fleeces  being  sent  over  might  be  considered 
as  an  accident,  or  that  the  germs  flying  from 
the  fleece,  lighting  on  a  scratch  or  wound  on 
the  deceased,  and  giving  him  the  disease, 
were  like  a  spark  flying  in  the  eye  of  a  black- 
smith, and  are  an  accident.  I  am  of  opinion, 
however,  that  there  is  no  personal  injury  by 
accident  within  the  meaning  of  the  act.  I 
think  that  the  act  intended  to  distinguish  be- 
tween disease  and  accident,  and  that  infec- 
tion from  gei'mswas  not  intended  to  be  treat- 
ed as  equivalent  to  an  extei-nal  injury  such  as 
the  injury  from  a  spark.  Moreover,  I  think 
the  sending  over  infected  fleeces  with  others 
was  not  an  accident,  but  the  ordinai-y  course 
of  the  trade.  Any  other  interpretation  of  the 
act  would  bring  most  diseases  caught  by 
workmen  during  their  employment,  such  as 
scarlet  fever  caught  from  a  fellow  workman, 
or  inflammation  of  the  lungs  caught  from  some 
defect  in  the  heating  apparatus,  within  the 
statute,  and  this,  I  think,  the  provisions  of 
the  act  as  a  whole  show  cannot  have  been  in- 
tended. I  must,  therefore,  give  judgment 
for  the  respondents." 

Many  ladies  attended  the  National  Life 
Association  meeting — some  of  them  success- 
ful agents. 


National  Association  of  Life  Underwriters. 

Never  in  the  history  "of  our  National  Asso- 
ciation were  we  better  prepared  for  success- 
ful work  than  now.  Leading  field  workers, 
from  Atlantic  to  Pacific,  and  from  Lakes  to 
Gulf,  have  learned  to  know  and  respect  each 
other,  a  condition  necessary  to  the  successful 
co-operation  of  our  forces.  Our  relations  with 
the  companies  which  we  have  the  honor  to 
represent,  and  the  insured,  were  never  better 
understood  nor  more  firmly  established  than 
at  the  present  time.  We  shall  enter  the  com- 
ing year  strong  by  experience,  and  rich  with 
opportunity. 

Permit  me  to  suggest  a  few  things  which 
may  well  receive  the  consideration  of  local  or- 
ganizations, namely:  In  such  department 
should  be  taught,  by  experts,  the  "Elemen- 
tary Principles  of  Life  Insurance,"  "Theory 
and  Practice  of  Field  Work,"  "Ethics  of  Life 
Insurance,"  and  whatever  else  experience 
shall  pi'ove  desirable.  Instruction  should  be 
conducted  along  general  lines,  irrespective  of 
companies,  so  that  it  shall  be  mutually  help- 
ful to  all  solicitors,  general  agents  and  man- 
agers. In  short,  a  school  for  educating  men  to 
enter  the  business  and  for  the  advancement 
of  those  already  engaged  therein.  This  will 
require  the  mutual  confidence  of  members, 
but  it  is  practicable,  and  will  greatly  aid  gen- 
eral agents  and  managers  when  employing  in- 
experienced men,  and  prove  invaluable  to 
those  so  employed.  Such  bureau  should  pos- 
sess information  regarding  character  and  abil- 
ity of  all  agents  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
association  for  the  protection  of  general  agents 
and  managers.  Commissions  should  be  paid 
only  to  duly  authorized  agents  and  brokers. 
The  so-called  "curbstone"  broker  should  be 
dismissed  at  once.  To  make  everybody  an 
agent  leads  to  demoralization  and  impoverish- 
ment. It  is  within  the  province  of  the  local 
association  to  deal  with  this  matter  and 
greatly  to  control  it. 

An  honorable  competition  is  healthful  and 
mutually  remunerative,  while  a  dishonorable 
competition  is  unprofitable  and  detrimental 
to  the  good  name  of  our  profession.  The  ques- 
tion, "At  what  point  in  securing  life  insurance 
should  competition  cease?"  is  one  well  worthy 
the  consideration  of  each  association  and  of 
vital  importance  to  the  financial  interests  of 
all  competitors.  Another  important  question 
which  local  associations  may  well  consider  is, 
"Under  what  circumstances  is  a  general  agent 
justifiable  in  negotiating  with  an  agent  under 
contract  with  a  fellow  general  agent  or  man- 
ager?"   The  "twister"  is  not  so  much  in  evi- 
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dence  as  formerly,  but  is  still  in  existence. 
Renewed  and  continuous  effort  should  be  put 
forth  until  he  has  retired  from  the  field. 
When  shall  we  all  learn  that  time  spent  in 
trying  to  undo  what  others  have  done  is  worse 
than  wasted  ? 

The  old  evil— rebating— still  exist.s,  and  there  is 
great  need  for  increased  activity  for  its  extermi- 
nation. It  was  with  great  disappointment  that  we 
witnessed  the  collapse  of  the  original  anti-rebate 
compact  of  our  companies,  and  have  patiently 
awaited  their  decision  for  future  action.  It  is  pass- 
ing strange  that  a  practice  that  has  not  one  re- 
deeming quality  ;  that  is  inconsistent  with  mutual- 
ity; that  is  unfair  to  policyholders  that  pay  the  en- 
tire premium;  that  increase  the  cost  of  life  insur- 
ance to  all;  that  takes  the  honest  premium  of  one 
man  to  provide  for  another;  that  impoverishes  the 
rebater  and  robs  him  of  his  business  honor;  that 
makes  him  a  criminal  in  states  where  anti-rebate 
laws  exist;  that  causes  an  unwarrantable  expense 
to  companies;  that  procures  an  unprofitable  busi- 
ness; that  multiplies  the  number  of  lapsed  poli- 
cies; that  interferes  with  a  healthy,  substantial 
growth  of  agencies  and  companies;  that  has  been 
condemned  by  insurance  departments,  companies, 
agents  and  associations,  and  which  is  held  in  con- 
tempt by  all  right-minded  men— I  say  it  is  passing 
strange  that  such  a  practice  should  be  tolerated 
under  any  circumstances  whatsoever. 

Companies  have  a  right  to  determine  the  kind  of 
policies  that  they  will  issue;  to  decide  at  what 
age  they  will  or  will  not  issue  a  policy;  to  define 
the  residence  and  occupation  of  the  insured,  and  to 
fix  the  premium  to  be  paid  and  the  number  thereof. 
They  have  a  right,  which  right  has  ever  been  exer- 
cised, to  terminate  a  policy  if  any  of  its  restrictive 
conditions  are  not  complied  with,  or  for  failure  to 
pay  the  second  or  any  subsequent  premium.  And 
they  also  have  the  right  to  require  the  policyholder 
to  pay  the  first  and  all  subsequent  premiums  in 
full.  They  have  a  right  to  determine  the  rate  of 
commissions  paid  agents,  and  to  adopt  rules  and 
give  instructions  to  govern  such  agents  in  their 
operations;  to  forbid  their  "altering,  changing  or 
waiving  any  terms  or  conditions  in  the  policy," 
and  companies  also  have  a  right  to  forbid  the  giv- 
ing of  a  rebate  on  the  first  or  any  other  premium 
called  for  in  such  policy.  It  is  reasonable  to  re- 
quire that  the  first  premium  shall  be  paid  in  full  as 
it  is  to  stipulate  that  other  premiums  shall  be  so 
paid.  And  it  is  no  greater  hardship  to  the  insured 
to  have  his  policy  terminated  for  failure  to  pay  all 
of  the  first  premium  than  for  violating  any  other 
provision  therein.  There  is  no  more  danger  of  liti- 
gation in  case  of  such  a  provision  than  in  others 
now  incorporated  in  policies,  and  the  insured  has 
the  same  opportunity  for  full  information  on  this 
point  as  he  has  for  any  other.— President  James  L. 
Johnson. 


policy  for  a  large  amount  is  a  good  thing  to 
have,  so  is  a  paid-up  policy  for  a  small  amount 
a  good  thing  to  keep,  and  its  holder  should  not 
be  tempted  to  part  with  it  simply  that  an 
agent  may  add  a  large  first  year's  commission 
to  the  expenses  of  his  company.  The  only 
proper  course  to  adopt,  in  my  judgment,  is  to 
advise  the  holder  of  a  policy  in  any  solvent 
institution  to  keep  it  in  force  if  possible  until 
its  maturity.  Let  him  take  new  assurance  if 
he  is  able  to  carry  it,  but  let  him  cling  to  his 
old  policy  as  he  would  to  an  old  friend,  even  if 
it  be  a  small  paid-up  policy,  or  a  contract 
taken  in  another  company  which  does  not  con- 
tain all  the  modern  guarantees  and  priv- 
ileges, which  may  not  all  be  beneficial,  even 
if  they  are  new.— Joel  Van  Cise. 


We  all  know  the  deserved  popularity  of 
limited  payment  contracts,  by  means  of 
which  a  time  is  reached  when  the  burden  of 
premium  payments  is  lifted,  and  if  a  paid-up 


The  Ridiculous  Vigilantes. 

Some  of  our  readers  may  recall  this  so-called 
fraternal  insurance  society,  an  Oregon  scheme 
of  F.  J.  McHenry.  The  Coast  Review  found  its 
pretentions  and  promises  very  amusing,  and 
devoted  a  couple  of  pages  thereto,  with  quota- 
tions from  the  Vigilantes  literature,  for  the 
entertainment  of  our  hundred  thousand  read- 
ers. 

This  was  not  so  very  long  ago,  and  the  order 
still  survives,  and  its  managers  go  about  fish- 
ing in  shallow  country  pools  where  suckers 
abound.  A  subscriber  favors  us  with  a 
"dodger"  posted  about  by  the  cheerful  work- 
ers of  the  Vigilantes,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  copy : 

HERE   WE  ARE  AGAIN! 

THE  UNITED  MODERN  VIGILANTES 

WILL  GIVE  ANOTHER 

FREE  ENTERTAINMENT 

Consisting  of  the  Latest  Songs,  (comic  and  sen- 
timental). Recitations  and  Dramatic  Selections. 
Also  a  Fine  Set  Of 
Stereopticon  Views 
On  Date  Given  Below. 
Note— -To  the  people  of  Woodland  I  desire  to  say 
that  I  am  convinced  positively  that  there  are  a 
large  number  who  think  well  of  the  plan,  and  de- 
sire to  join  the  United  Modern  Vigilantes.    How- 
ever there  are  others,  I  am  told,  who  have  gone  out 
of  their  way  to  discourage  those  who  thought  of 
joining,  and_have  gone  so  far  as  to  call  us  frauds. 
Therefore,  I  invite   particularly    the  disgruntled 
ones  to  attend  this  meeting  and  show  their  proof, 
which  if  they  can,  why  chase  us  out  of  town.    If 
we  are  a  reputable  institution  then  we  are  worthy 
of  better  treatment.    If  not,  those  opposed  should 
show  us  up.    On  the  other  hand,  if  those  opposed 
cannot  show  us  up  in  a  bad  light,  then  we  ask  is  it 
an  honest  act  to  sneak  around  and  talk  behind  our 
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backs  ?     Be   men,  come  out,   and  make  an  open 
fight  or  "shut  up." 

We  Invite  All 

Friends  and  Foes  Alike  to  be  With  Us  In 

I.  O.O.  F.   Hall. 

Friday,  September  7th,  UIOO,  7:30  p.  m. 


Life  Men's  Services  To  The  World. 

To  be  of  use  in  the  world,  to  be  of  service  to 
others,  is  a  healthj',  human  desire,  early  felt 
and  long  cherished.  With  its  first  act  of  ser- 
vice, the  little  child  lifts  itself  and  the  young 
life  expands.  Useful  work  well  done,  honored 
now  as  since  time  began,  ennobles  the  worker 
and  enriches  the  world.  Put  under  oath,  in 
the  presence  of  a  magistrate,  some  of  us  would 
be  compelled  to  admit  that  we  do  not  do  much 
of  value.  Many  of  us,  indeed,  would  be  com- 
pelled to  admit  that  we  do  nothing  but  make 
trouble  and  take  up  room.  With  you  life 
agents  it  is  not  so.  "I  like  men  who  do 
things,"  (a)  said  one  of  Kipling's  heroines 
when  the  black  famine  came.  Others  also 
like  such  men,  and  you  life  agents  "do  things" 
indeed. 

The  bigness  of  life  insurance  is  by  no  means 
its  chief  glory,  but  since  very  many  make 
Bigness  their  fetish,  we  will  first  take  a  look 
at  that. 

The  old  time  companies  reporting  to  the  Empire 
state,  had  on  December  31st  last  assets  of  $1,576,- 
.334,673.  That  amount  exceeds  the  value  of  our  ex- 
ports of  merchandise  by  $182,148,.302  and  would  pur- 
chase 1,970,418,.341  bushels  of  wheat  or  3,665,894.588 
bushels  of  corn  at  the  market  price  of  August  1st. 
Converted  into  two-dollar  bills,  placed  end  to  end, 
it  would  make  a  double  track  (four  rail)  railroad 
around  the  globe. 

Those  companies'  reserves  ($1,396,507,958)  exceed 
this  country's  cash  assets  by  $191,011,468  and  its 
bonded  debt  by  $273,029,098. 

Their  surplus  ($224,402,066)  nearly  equals  our  an- 
nual custom  receipts  and  would  pay  the  entire  cost 
of  the  Spanish  war. 

Their  last  year's  premiums  ($283,038,362)  nearly 
equal  our  total  internal  revenues  and  equal  the 
value  of  all  the  national  bank  notes  in  circulation 
on  the  first  of  last  month. 

Their  last  year's  income  ($355,946,005)  exceeds 
the  world's  production  of  gold  during  1899  by  $40,- 
946.005. 

Their  payments  to  policyholders  last  year  ($155,- 
786,798)  exceed  our  annual  pension  payments  by 
$14,909,482,  and  would  cover  with  dollar  bills  a 
boulevard  30  feet  wide  and  160  miles  long. 

Their  insurance  in  force  ($6,265,908,078,  Industrial 
insurance  exclusive)  is  within  $330,923,922  of  the 
world's  production  of  gold  from  1851  to  1899,  both  in- 
clusive. 

Their  payments  to  policyholders  since  organiza- 
tion have  been  roughly  $2,500,000,000.    That  amount 


would  put  a  five-dollar  greenback  girdle  twice 
around  the  earth  and  leave  7,386  miles  of  "long 
green"  with  which  to  wig-wag  the  uninsured  of  the 
planet  Mars. 

Were  your  companies  to  cease  writing  new  busi- 
ness today,  your  work  would  go  on  and  on  in  aston- 
ishing measure.  Let  us  suppose  the  $6,265,008,078 
of  business  in  the  companies  considered  to  repre- 
sent the  ultimate  payment  of  $3,000  to  each  of  2,088,- 
636families.  On  the  census  estimate  of  five  to  a 
family,  this  would  mean  10,443,180  persons  directly 
benefited.  Neither  tongue,  nor  pen,  nor  "painter's 
canvas"  is  adequate  to  the  picture.  Verily,  the 
life  agent,  who  is  a  true  workman,  is  "a  workman 
that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed."— Chas.  A.  Hewitt, 
at  the  Life  Underwriters'  Convention. 


Fraternal  Insurance  Congress. 

The  fourteenth  annual  session  of  the  Na- 
tional Fraternal  congress,  in  Boston,  was  a 
quiet  affair.  The  committee  on  statistics 
made  an  interesting  report. 

At  the  close  of  1S99  there  were  forty-seven 
societies  represented  in  the  congress,  with  a 
total  membership  of  2,668,649  and  protection 
in  force  $4,021,8(59,390,  and  the  benefits  paid 
for  the  year  amounted  to  138,04.5,764. 

During  1899  the  orders  reporting  admitted 
570,059  benefit  members,  giving  them  a  ben- 
eficial membership  at  the  close  of  the  year  of 
2,493,8.54.  They  had  also  174,795  social  mem- 
bers, making  the  total  membership  reported 
at  the  close  of  the  year  2,668,(i49.  The  average 
amount  of  the  certificates  in  force  was  $1,703, 
while  the  average  amount  represented  by  the 
new  certificates  was  only  $1,321. 

There  were  20,.559  deaths  reported  for  the 
year  on  an  average  membership  of  2,316,923, 
or  8.87  per  1,000  members.  For  the  previous 
j^ear  it  was  8.65. 

The  number  of  certificates  that  lapsed  dur- 
ing 1899  was  195,639,  representing  protection 
to  the  amount  of  1284,226,396,  the  lapse  rate 
for  the  year  being  84  per  1,000  as  compared 
with  94  for  the  previous  year. 

It  cost  the  orders  13,926,820  during  1899  to 
secure  570,059  new  benefit  members,  repre- 
senting over  $753,000,000  of  protection,  to  dis- 
tribute benefits  amounting  to  over  $38,000,000, 
and  do  all  the  work  connected  with  the  care 
and  management  of  a  vast  business  involving 
protection  of  2,668,649  homes  to  the  extent  of 
over  $4,000,000,000.  This  is  equal  to,  a  per 
capita  on  the  average  membership  of  $1.58  as 
compared  with  $1.31  for  the  previous  year,  or 
in  other  words,  it  costs  10^=1^  cents  in  manage- 
ment expenses  for  every  dollar  distributed  to 
beneficiaries,  and  97  cents  for  every  $1,000  of 
protection  in  force  at  the  close  of  the  year. 
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Firemen's  Competitions  at  Paris. 

(From  tbe  Fireman's  Herald.) 
The  competitions  at  the  racecourse  at  Vin- 
cennes,  in  connection  with  the  world's  con- 
gress of  firemen  held  in  Paris,  has  passed  into 
tirmanic  history.  Looked  at  from  the  point 
of  view  of  general  interest  in  the  work  of  fire- 
men in  different  countries  the  competitions 
were  of  great  interest.  In  regard  to  the 
management  of  the  affair  there  was  much 
complaint.  Chief  OfHcer  Dyson  of  the  Wind- 
sor fire  brigade,  was  quoted  as  giving  expres- 
sion to  a  vigorous  protest,  and  stating  that 
that  was  the  last  time  they  would  attend  an- 
other such  event  in  Fx-ance.  He  complained 
of  the  extraordinary  difficulties  encountered 
in  clearing  their  apparatus  at  the  customs 
house,  and  that  it  was  only  at  the  last  mo- 
ment that  their  engines  were  released. 

The  trials  took  place  opposite  the  grand 
stand  on  the  grounds,  where  a  dummy  build- 
ing about  SO  feet  high  by  60  feet  in  width  had 
been  erected. 

The  English  competitors  were  the  Leyton 
double-cylinder  steamer,  capacity  450  gallons; 
the  Windsor  double-cylinder  steam  tire  en- 
gine, capacity  300  gallons;  the  Lydd  manual 
fire  engine,  the  Bournemouth  horsed  fire  es- 
cape and  hose  carriage  and  the  Worthing  fire 
escape. 

The  Leyton  and  Worthing  companies  com- 
peted for  international  honors,  and  their  ex- 
hibition was  creditable.  Water  was  pumped 
to  the  fourth  story  and  over  the  building  in 
two  streams.  Then  men  were  let  down  in 
chutes  from  the  supposed  burning  building. 
The  Portuguese  firemen  displayed  much  agil- 
ity in  climbing  ladders.  They  climbed  to  the 
sixth  story  by  scaling  ladders  in  two  minutes 
and  in  another  minute  men  were  let  down  by 
chutes  and  safety  lines. 

The  Italian  brigade,  Colonel  Gustavo  Fri- 
ozza,  of  Milan,  commanding,  had  a  stream  on 
the  building  in  two  minutes  and  a  half  after 
arrival.  Water  was  sent  about  107  feet  high. 
The  firemen  mounted  the  building  with  a 
mechanical  ladder.  Their  exhibition  was 
highly  commended. 

The  Germans  used  a  pneumatic  ladder,  25 
meters  long,  carrying  a  small  hose.  It  resem- 
bled somewhat  the  American  water  tower. 
Their  ladder  was  placed  in  position  in  1}4 
minutes.  Then  men  were  let  down  from  the 
upper  stories  of  the  building  in  sacks  by 
means  of  safety  ropes.  This  pneumatic  lad- 
der was  favorably  commented  upon  bj'  the 
foreign  and  American  firemen.  The  Gei-man 
firemen  received  much  applause  and  praise  for 


the  manner  in  which  they  handled  themselves 

The  Hungarian  firemen  gave  an  exhibition 
in  life  saving.  One  of  them  plunged  into  a 
life  net  fi'om  the  fifth  story  of  a  building. 
Then  there  were  exhibitions  given  of  letting 
firemen  down  from  the  building  by  means  of 
two  ropes  passed  through  rings  in  their  belts. 
The  extremities  of  the  ropes  were  held  apart 
at  an  angle  by  the  firemen  on  the  ground,  and 
thus  the  slide  down  was  very  easy. 

The  feature  of  the  exhibitions  was  the  work 
of  the  Kansas  City  firemen  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Chief  George  C.  Hale.  Their  exhibi- 
tion was  characterized  by  that  dash  and  "get 
there"  spirit  that  mark  the  American  fire- 
men. They  captured  the  crowd  of  onlookers, 
and  their  every  act  was  greeted  with  loud  ap- 
plause and  cries  of  "Bravo!  bravo!  Vive 
I'Americaines!" 

The  Americans  rushed  up  to  the  building 
and  got  to  business.  It  was  just  3:36  o'clock 
when  the  hose  cart  came  galloping  up,  and  it 
took  the  men  just  one  minute  and  a  half  to 
scale  the  walls  of  the  building  to  the  roof  and 
a  quarter  of  a  minute  later  the  water  began 
to  play.  At  3 :3S}4  o'clock  three  men  had 
come  down  safety  lines,  and  later,  two  men  at 
a  time.  Meanwhile  their  magnificent  steamer 
was  throbbing  away  and  three  men  had  all 
they  could  do  to  hold  the  nozzle,  so  great  was 
the  force. 

It  was  a  magnificent  and  thrilling  spectacle. 
The  stream  mounted  clear  over  and  above  the 
building  fully  160  feet  high  in  the  air.  At 
this  brilliant  display  of  the  skill  of  the  Amer- 
ican firemen  the  applause  was  loud  and  spon- 
taneous. The  last  fireman  had  left  the  build- 
ing by  3:40}.2  p.  m.  The  whole  exhibition  had 
lasted  only  three  and  a  half  minutes.  Fire- 
men of  all  nationalities  hastened  to  congratu- 
late Chief  Hale  and  his  men.  Their  greetings 
were  cordial  and  enthusiastic. 

Later  the  Americans  gave  exhibitions  of 
their  agility  in  climbing,  and  showed  an  as- 
tonishing ease  in  handling  the  scaling  ladders. 
One  of  the  firemen  showed  marvelous  skill  in 
swinging  his  ladder  fi-om  window  to  window 
on  alternate  sides. 

At  the  close  of  the  competition  the  Kansas 
Citj'  firemen  gave  an  exhibition  of  how  their 
horses  were  .not  afraid  of  plunging  through 
gates  composed  of  iron  wound  with  burning 
rags  soaked  in  petroleum.  The  spectators 
were  astonished  at  the  sight  and  enthusias- 
tic in  their  applause.  A  pleasing  feature  of 
the  occasion  was  the  calling  for  three  cheers 
by  an  English  fireman  for  the  men  from  Kan- 
sas City. 
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In  a  letter  by  Chief  Hale  to  Assistant  Chief 
Edward  Trikett,  of  Kansas  City,  he  said  : 

"There  was  a  protest  against  the  Americans 
by  several  nations  claiming  that  we  were  pro- 
fessional firemen,  but  the  matter  was  finally 
adjusted  by  allowing  all  companies  to  compete 
outside  of  the  Americans,  and  the  one  show- 
ing the  best  record  should  compete  with  the 
Americans.  So  our  competitor  proved  to  be 
a  company  fi'om  Italy.  We  drew  Jots  to  see 
who  would  go  first  and  it  fell  to  the  Ameri- 
cans. Our  engine  and  single  hose  were  placed 
in  a  station  near  one-fourth  of  a  mile  from  the 
building  from  where  the  woi'k  was  to  be  per- 
formed, and  from  a  signal  they  made  the  run, 
our  steamer  being  drawn  by  Buck  and  Mack 
and  our  hose  wagon  by  faithful  Charley.  All 
horses  seemed  to  realize  the  struggle  for  su- 
premacy. They  made  a  grand  run,  covering 
the  distance  much  faster  than  any  other 
horses.  The  engine  dropped  suction  within 
300  feet  of  the  supposed  burning  building, 
hose  laid  on  the  dead  run  and  a  stream  of 
water  playing  in  less  than  one  minute.  Our 
engine  carried  ISO  lbs.  of  steam  and  when  the 
throttle  valves  were  opened  it  shot  a  stream 
of  water  at  least  100  feet  higher  than  the 
seven-story  structure  which  the  pompier  men 
were  now  scaling. 

"The  rules  required  them  to  rescue  three 
people  from  the  top  story,  time  taken  from  the 
engine  leaving  quarters  until  the  men  were 
rescued,  the  last  man  on  the  ground,  and  all 
life  lines,  ladders,  etc.,  cleared  from  the  build- 
ing. This  feat  was  performed  in  the  remark- 
ably short  space  of  3m.  40s.  This  work  was 
performed  under  one  continuous  cheer  from 
the  immense  grand  stand  and  thousands  of 
people  on  the  grounds.  Among  the  spectators 
were  hundreds  of  Americans,  among  them 
United  States  Commissioner  General  Fer- 
nando Peck  and  his  entire  staff,  Commisioner 
W.  W.  Foote,  of  California,  and  manj^  other 
state  comissioners. 

"Now  came  the  Italians.  The  official  time 
required  by  them  to  perform  the  same  work 
done  by  the  Americans  was  12m.  10s. 

"So  ended  the  great  international  contest. 
Today  at  4  o'clock  we  were  called  before  the 
Minister  of  War  and  were  presented  with  the 
championship  cup;  also  800  francs  in  money, 
and  we  were  notified  that  we  would  receive  a 
prize  for  our  engines  and  horses  and  medals 
to  be  presented  tomorrow  or  next  day. 


regular  old-line,  legal  reserve  plan  and  as 
soon  as  the  money  can  be  invested  in  proper 
securities  a  deposit  of  $100,000  will  be  made 
with  the  state  in  accordance  with  the  laws. 
The  company  has  been  operating  upon  the 
stipulated  premium  plan. 


NowOldLine.— Ex-Insurance  Superintend- 
ent W.  S.  Matthews,  of  Ohio,  has  reorganized 
the  Northern  Central  Life  of  Toledo  upon  the 


New  Brokerage  Role. 

No  member  shall  accept  a  risk  either  direct 
through  his  agent  or  by  reinsurance,  nor  any  one 
secure  control  of  a  line  in  whole  or  in  part  by 
such  practices,  notwithstanding  that  portion  of  the 
line  offered  to  said  member  shall  be  at  full  tariff 
rates  and  under  proper  terms.  When  suspicion 
shall  rest  upon  any  transaction  and  complaint  is 
made  to  the  governing  committee,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  a  member  writing  any  part  of  such  line  to 
satisfy  the  governing  committee  that  the  rate  was 
not  reduced  by  rebate  or  otherwise,  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  governing  committee  to  investi- 
gate any  complaint  thus  made,  and  its  ruling  in 
the  matter  shall  be  final. 

The  above  resolution  was  adopted  by  the 
Western  U.nion  at  the  Niagara  meeting,  as  an 
additional  clause  to  the  rule  on  rale  obser- 
vance. 

We  are  reminded  of  a  large  line  written  by 
a  member  of  the  W.  U.  at  cut  rates  after  this 
fashion.  The  Union  rate  was  .fl.25.  The  en- 
tire line  was  obtained  on  a  promise  of  writing- 
it  at  11.00.  Rules  were  observed  by  writing 
half  at  Union  rates  and  placing  the  other  half 
in  a  non-union  company  at  75  cents. 

Unprofitable  Classes, 

At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Western  Union 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  unprofitable 
classes  made  a  strong  impression.  The  gov- 
erning committee  was  instructed  to  carry  out 
the  recommendations  in  the  report.  It  is 
understood  that  rates  on  a  number  of  hazards 
in  W.  U.  territory  will  be  advanced  in  per- 
centages as  follows: 

Almshouses,  27  per  cent;  bakeries,  67;  bookbind- 
eries,  35;  boot  and  shoe  factories,  53;  canneries, 56; 
carriage  shops,  23;  coffee  and  spice  mills,  90;  cot- 
ton mills,  90;  distilleries,  33;  wholesale  drug  stores, 
51;  electrict  light  and  power  plants,  16;  elevators, 
50;  flour  and  grist  mills,  65;  chair  factories,  35; 
glass  works,  43;  hotels,  70;  machine  shops,  64; 
wholesale  merchandise,  45;  retail  merchandise  (un- 
protected) 68;  oil  mills,  70;  packing  houses,  69; 
paper  mills,  65;  planing  mills,  50;  paint  works,  60; 
box  factories,  50;  terra  cotta  works,  50;  saw  mills, 
51;  schoolhouses,  41;  tobacco  and  cigar  factories, 
54;  theatres,  41;  tobacco  in  warehouses,  99;  woolen 
mills,  41. 

P.vi'KUs  and  Transactions  of  the  Actuarial 
Society  of  America,  May  meeting,  have  been 
received. 
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The  Ben  "Williams  Prize  Essay. 

Consider  life  insurance  fii'st  in  regard  to 
its  size  as  compared  with  the  other  great  busi- 
ness of  this  country. 

What  are  the  great  business  interests  of 
this  country  in  the  order  of  their  magnitude? 
First  in  size  is  agriculture.  In  1890  the  total 
value  of  farm  lands,  together  with  farm 
implements  and  machinery  and  live  stock  on 
farms,  was  approximately  fl6,000,000,000. 
Second  in  extent  is  the  business  of  railroads' 
The  amount  of  railway  capital  June  30,  1898, 
was  over  $10,800,000  000.  Third  in  magnitude 
is  banking.  June  30,  1898,  the  total  resoux'ces 
of  all  the  national  banks,  savings  banks,  state 
banks,  private  banks  and  loan  and  trust  com- 
panies of  the  country  were  over  *9, 900, 000, 000. 
Manufacturing  takes  fourth  place.  The  total 
capital  of  the  manufacturing  establishmentsof 
the  country  in  1800  was  over  $6,500,000,000. 
Fifth  in  magnitude  is  life  insurance.  Fifty- 
four  legal  reserve  life  insurance  companies  of 
this  countrj'  had  assets  on  the  3d  of  December, 
1899,  of  over  $1,600,000,000. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  the 
life  insurance  business  is  co  icentrated  under 
the  control  of  a  much  smaller  number  of  men 
than  the  other  interests  mentioned  as  follows: 

The  agriculture  of  the  country  was  carried 
on  by  over  4,500,000  farms;  the  railroading  of 
the  country  was  performed  by  2,057  railway 
corporations;  the  banking  was  transacted  by 
9,732  banks;  the  business  of  manufacturiiig 
was  carried  on  by  355,415  separate  establish- 
ments, while  only  sixty-two  life  insurance 
companies  transacted  all  the  regular  reserve 
life  insurance  business  of  the  countrj',  and  of 
this  number  thirty-seven  companies  did  over 
94  per  cent,  of  all  the  business. 

The  sixty-two  regular  life  insurance  com- 
panies had  contracts  outstanding  December 
31,  1899,  in  which  they  promised  to  pay  at  the 
maturity  of  the  contracts  nearly  $8,000,000,000, 
a  sum  over  $100,000,000  more  than  enough  to 
pay  off  the  aggregate  national  debts  of  the 
United  States,  England  and  Germany  com- 
bined. 

Please  bear  in  mind  that  the  comparisons 
made  are  extremely  fair  to  the  new  insurance 
interests,  for  I  compare  in  magnitude  only 
one  branch  of  the  insurance  business,  life  in- 
surance, with  all  branches  of  agriculture,  rail- 
roading, banking  and  manufacturing. 

The  concentration  of  management  in  life  in- 
surance above  noted  and  the  beneficence  of 
its  works  give  life  insurance  an  influence  far 
out  of  proportion  to  its  magnitude,  as  compar- 
ed with  other  financial  interests. 


The  growth  of  life  insurance  the  past  thirty- 
two  j^ears  has  been  a  marvel.  In  that  time 
the  assets  have  increased  more  than  twelve- 
fold, the  insurance  in  force  almost  seven-fold, 
the  total  income  almost  nine-fold,  the  new 
business  written  almost  three  and  one-half 
fold,  and  the  payments  to  policyholders  over 
twelve-fold.  Probably  its  growth  has  been 
greater  than  that  of  nearly  all  other  lines  of 
business.  What  can  we  predict  as  to  the 
growth  of  life  insurance  during  the  next 
thirtj'-two  years?  If  the  same  ratio  of  growth 
continues  the  figures  thirty-two  years  hence 
will  be:  Insurance  in  force,  $56,000,000,000; 
as.sets,  $19,200,000,000;  total  income,  nearly 
$3,300,000,000;  payments  to  policyholders, 
nearly  $1,950,000,000.  These  figures  seem  fab- 
ulous, but  an  accurate  prediction  thirty-two 
years  ago  of  the  growth  to  date  would  have 
seemed  even  more  fabulous. 

Probably  life  iusui'ance  will  never  equal  in 
magnitude  of  capital  the  aggregate  manufac- 
turing interests  or  the  aggregate  farming  in- 
terests. It  certainly  can  never  equal  in  mag 
nitudeof  resoui'ces  the  aggregate  of  the  bank- 
ing interests,  because  the  banks  are  the  clear- 
ing houses  or  arteries  of  all  business  done  in  a 
country.  It  is  possible,  however,  that  life 
insurance  may  some  day  exceed  in  size  the 
railroad  interests. 

Life  insurance  probably  approaches  as  near 
socialism  as  will  ever  be  practicable  for  man- 
kind, and  it  has  none  of  the  objectionable 
features  of  socialism.  Life  insurance  has  to 
be  paid  for.  Effort,  therefore,  is  required  to 
get  it  and  keep  it.  It,  therefore,  encourages 
and  enforces  industry  and  thrift  at  the  same 
t'me  that  it  furnishes  the  grandest  system  of 
co-operation  ever  formulated  and  applied  by 
man.  All  this  is  accomplished  without  neu- 
tralizing individual  merit  and  abilitj-,  as 
socialism  would  do. 

The  great  function  of  life  insurance  has  been 
described  very  aptly  as  that  of  the  equalizer 
of  misfortune,  the  distributor  of  wealth. 

If  it  could  be  determined  by  exact  statis- 
tics, it  would  be  interesting  to  know  just  how 
many  bankruptcies  and  business  failures  have 
been  averted  by  means  of  life  insurance 
money,  just  how  many  widows  have  been 
saved  front  the  pinch  of  poverty,  just  how 
many  families  of  young  children  have  been 
kept  together,  just  how  many  young  men  and 
young  women  owe  to  it  their  education,  just 
how  many  old  fathers  and  mothers  have  had 
their  declining  days  i-endered  more  endurable 
and  comfortable  by  it,  just  how  many  people 
have  been  kept  from  pauperism  and  crime  by 
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its  benign  agency,  just  how  much  of  so-called 
charity  and  out  and  out  giving  has  been  ren- 
dered unnecessary,  and  of  just  how  great  a 
burden  the  state  has  been  relieved. 

It  would  be  perhaps  still  more  interesting 
to  know  just  what  pi'oportion  of  the  combined 
civilizing  influences  that  are  today  at  work 
upon  the  social  fabric  of  our  country  is  attrib- 
utable to  life  insurance.  The  taking  of  life 
insurance  has  an  ennobling  effect  upon  the  in- 
dividual. For  it  is  the  spirit  of  unselfishness 
that  leads  a  man  to  take  life  insurance  for 
the  protection  of  his  loved  ones.  That  man 
who  is  unselfish  and  dutiful  in  hisrelations  to 
his  family  will  be  the  most  likely  to  be  unsel- 
fish and  dutiful  to  the  state  and  to  the  nation. 
— Mason. 

Old  Age  Pensions  in  New  Zealand. 
The  registrar  of  old  age  pensions  in  ex- 
perimental New  Zealand  has  made  his  second 
report.     He  says : 

"After  a  year's  additional  experience,  I  may  add 
that  the  usefulness  of  the  measure  is  now  gen- 
erally recognized,  and  that  the  anticipated  dif- 
ficulties raised  by  adverse  critics  are  not  apparent 
in  its  practical  working." 

This  seems  to  be  a  very  hasty  generaliza- 
tion, for  the  pension  act  is  in  its  infancy,  and 
the  near  future  may  develop  serious  dif- 
ficulties. It  is  to  be  hoped  not,  however;  for 
whatever  may  be  urged  against  the  act  as 
opposed  to  thrift  and  self-reliance,  its  prac- 
tical workings  must  diminish  want  and 
misery. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year,  4,699  pensions 
were  granted,  and  786  pensioners  died.  The 
number  of  pensions  in  force  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  11,285,  representing  a  yearlj^  pay- 
ment of  $968,500.  The  number  of  whites  aged 
65  in  the  colony  is  about  25,000.  To  pension 
all  would  require  an  annual  tax  of  about 
$2,200,000.  

Incorporated  Life  Agencies. 

From  the  Insurance  Post. 
Within  the  last  six  or  eight  months  a  novel 
and  extremely  plausible  scheme  of  securing 
business  for  life  insurance  companies  through 
the  medium  of  a  sudsidiary  incorporation,  has 
taken  practical  form  and  is  commending  itself 
to  astute  managers  in  a  number  of  different 
localities.  The  Federal  Life  of  Chicago  has 
gone  more  extensively  into  the  new  departure 
than  any  other  company,  and  its  experience  in 
this  respect  is  being  watched  with  eager 
eyes  by  its  Western  competitors.  Michigan, 
Wisconsin,  Ohio  and  Illinois  have  already 
been  farmed    out    to   incorporated    agencies 


bearing  the  names  of  the  Federal  Life  and 
the  state  in  which 'thet  operate.  The  ques- 
tion of  the  legality  of  such  enterprises  has, 
of  course,  been  raised,  and  is  still  unsettled, 
but  the  insurance  departments  have  kept 
their  hands  off  to  date,  and  that  has  encour- 
aged others  to  emulate  the  Federal's  depart- 
ure. For  example,  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  the  man- 
ager of  the  Manhattan  Life  has  launched  an 
almost  identical  organization  to  supplement 
his  work  in  that  city.  He  has  added  a  feat- 
ure, however,  in  that  the  stockholders  are 
under  obligation  to  turn  in  at  least  11,000  of 
life  insurance  and  $3,000  of  fire  insurance, 
thus  effecting  an  advance  upon  the  original 
idea  and  converting  the  company  into  a  mixed 
brokerage  agency.  At  the  present  time  the 
"Central  Life  Underwriting  Association"  is 
in  process  of  organization  at  Chicago,  with 
William  Penn  Nixon  as  president.  This  bids 
fair  to  prove  the  most  ambitious  effort  of  all, 
and  will  be  conducted  in  the  interests  of  the 
Metropolitan  Life.  Rumors  of  similar  moves 
are  reported  from  other  sections. 

The  plan  of  these  agencies  is  to  secure  an 
exclusive  field,  interest  a  number  of  prom- 
inent men  as  stockholders  and  to  make  use  of 
their  names  and  influence  to  secure  business. 
The  capital  stock  is  generally  limited  to  $50,- 
000.  A  manager  is  chosen  and  he  is  paid  a 
salary,  and  sometimes  a  contingent  in  addi- 
tion, the  remainder  of  the  profits  going  to  the 
stockholders  in  the  form  of  dividends.  The 
field  of  operation  is  sometimes  an  entire 
state,  but  more  generally  the  prominent 
towns.  Solicitors  receive  a  lower  rate  of  com- 
mission because  their  ■work  is  considered  to 
be  greatly  facilitated  by  the  good  offices  of 
the  influential  stockholder  who  indicates  and 
interests  the  prospective  policyholder.  Its 
value  to  the  original  company  is  readily  ap- 
parent, in  that  it  saves  a  great  part  of  the  ex- 
pense of  securing  new  business.  Where  one 
man  formerh'  met  the  outlay,  a  number  now 
assume  it.  The  stockholders  are  supposed  to 
take  out  policies. 

Ai'PLic.vTioNs  for  life  insurance  in  a  New 
York  company  by  German  officers  are  being 
made,  it  is  said,  at  the  present  time,  in  an- 
ticipation of  a  great  war  in  China.  There  are 
New  York  life  companies  which  would  ac- 
cept such  soldier  risks  without  extra  charge. 
An  extra  corps  of  clerks  is  reported  as  en- 
gaged in  one  office  to  write  policies  on  German 
officers'  lives,  who  will  not  be  exposed  to  Boer 
bullets,  as  the  English  officers  were. 

Hot  !  95  in  the  shade  in  the  cooler  parts  of 
the  Coast !    And  fires  galore  ! 
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The  CaJef  Prize  Essay. 

A  man  may  speud  at  least  a  portion  of  his 
iiu'ome  to  supply  the  daily  needs  of  his  family. 
What  he  does  with  the  remainder  of  his  in- 
come, if  there  be  a  remainder,  has  a  far-reach- 
ing influence  upon  not  only  his  own  welfare, 
hut  also  that  of  others.  The  disposition  of 
surplus  incomes  is  unquestionably  one  of  the 
most  variable  and  potent  factors  of  social 
economics.  A  man  may,  out  of  the  love  of 
hoarding,  put  his  surplus  dollars  in  gold  into 
his  safe.  In  such  case,  so  long  as  thej-  remain 
there,  they  do  not  immediately  benefit  any- 
one. He  may,  indeed,  spend  them  for  luxu- 
ries. Let  us  suppose,  for  example,  he  pur- 
chases with  a  part  of  them  a  silver  harness. 

If  so  spent  they  become  the  means  of  giving 
employment  to  men,  leather  woi'lcers.  silver- 
smiths and  others.  These,  in  turn  purchase 
supplies  of  other  men,  and  a  long  chain  of  in- 
dustrial activity  is  begun  :  the  dollars  are  set 
"in  circulation."' 

Or,  a  man  may  give  some  of  his  surplus  dol- 
lars to  buy  necessities  for  a  worthy,  needy 
neighbor.  Then  the  dollars  accomplish  double 
good,  because  they  help  him  who  was  in  need 
and  begin,  as  in  the  last  case,  a  chain  of  in- 
dustrial activity,  benefiting  traders  in  many 
lands.  Still  another  way  in  which  a  surplus 
income  may  be  applied  is  to  place  the  dollars 
at  interest  until  such  time  as  the  earner,  or 
his  wife  or  children,  shall  be  in  need.  Such  a 
disposition  of  his  surplus  may  accomplish 
many  things : 

First,  by  increasing  the  surplus  of  loanable 
capital,  enable,  for  example,  a  builder,  with 
employes  and  experience,  but  little  capital, 
to  borrow,  or  to  borrow  at  lower  i-ates  of  in- 
terest, and  set  his  men  at  work.  Second,  the 
funds,  when  recalled,  may  buy  necessities  for 
his  own  wife  and  children,  keeping  them  from 
dependence  upon  the  community.  Third, 
when  so  used,  they  become  the  first  link  in 
another  chain  of  industrial  activitj-.  The  last 
illustration  shows  about  the  path  of  the  dol- 
lars deposited  by  self-denying  men  in  good 
and  stable  life  insurance  institutions,  and  in- 
dicates their  position  as  a  factor  of  social 
economics. 

An  honor  to  men  is  this  vast  business  of  life 
insurance,  a  substantial  economics  evidence 
of  their  usefulness;  and  its  contemplation 
may  well  bring  confusion  to  the  mind  of  the 
pessimist  and  joy  to  the  heart  of  the  optimist. 

And  yet  it  is  true  that  men  do  not,  as  a  rule, 
promptly  and  voluntarily  apply  for  the  insur- 
ance they  ought   to  carrv.     To  bring  future 


necessities  so  plainly  before  men  as  to  stir 
them  to  action  requires  the  personal  presenta- 
tion of  tactful  and  skillful  men.  This  require- 
ment has  been  so  met  that  the  life  insurance 
business  has  become  not  only  a  wise  way  of 
saving,  but  also  a  factor  influencing  men  to 
save. 

It  is  surprising  that  a  man  should  be  taxed 
by  any  state  for  laying  aside  money  to  keep 
himself  or  his  family  from  becoming  depen- 
dent upon  the  state  for  support,  and  yet  it  is 
true  that  life  insurance  companies  are  exor- 
bitantly taxed.  Such  taxation  falls  finally, 
of  course,  not  on  the  ofticei-s  of  a  company,  but 
upon  the  man  who  insures.  It  tends  to  re- 
strict the  beneficent  operations  of  a  valuable 
economic  factor.  Why  would  it  not  be  better 
to  tax  spendthrifts  and  give  frugal  men  en- 
couragement '. 

Life  insurance  does  not  insure  or  restore 
life;  it  simply  makes  certain  the  equivalent 
of  an  income  which,  otherwise,  would  be  con- 
tingent upon  the  continuance  of  an  individual 
life.  The  life  of  the  race  is  open  for  a  single 
hour.  He  may  have  a  reasonable  prospect  of 
thirty  years  of  usefulness,  earning  an  income 
which  might  average  a  thousand  dollars  a 
year  in  excess  of  what  he  may  spend  upon 
himself.  The  next  day  a  bereaved  family 
may  be  mourning  his  loss.  In  order  to  con- 
tinue to  the  family  the  income  he  had  been 
producing  for  them  there  should  be  a  fund 
provided  amounting  to  the  present  value  of 
one  thousand  dollars  a  year  for  thirty  years, 
approximately  eighteen  thousand  dollars. 
Life  insurance  enables  a  man  to  secure  for 
his  beneficiaries,  to  such  degree  as  he  will,  a 
fund  of  this  kind.  It  furnishes  a  fund  to  pi'o- 
tect  estates  from  the  necessity  of  early  forced 
sales,  allowing  property  to  be  disposed  of  de- 
liberately and  to  advantage.  If  surrendered 
in  later  years  it  may  fuimish  a  subsistence  to 
a  man  in  his  old  age.  It  quells  anxiety  in  the 
hearts  of  men,  women  and  children.  It  is  a 
triumph  of  human  thought  over  life's  uncer- 
tainties. 

Its  relative  importance  to  other  factors  of 
the  economic  life  of  civilized  nations  may  be 
inferred  from'  the  following  observations:  The 
legal  reserve  companies  (leaving  out  of  ac- 
count fraternal  and  assessment  societies, 
whose  returns  would  also  reach  an  imposing 
sum),  of  the  United  States  alone  have  re- 
turned to  their  policyholders  and  claimants 
over  two  and  a  half  billion  dollars,  a  sum 
nearly  equal  to  the  total  amount  of  money  in 
the  United  States  in  1899.  These  companies 
have  on  hand  for  future  policy  settlements 
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and  dividends  over  one  and  a  half  billion  dol- 
lars. 

Life  insurance,  therefore,  provides  a  bene- 
ficial method  of  saving,  a  conservative  influ- 
ence, a  provision  for  old  age,  and  a  protection 
to  dependent  members  of  societj'  against  ad- 
versity otherwise  unavoidable.  In  so  brief  a 
paper  it  has  seemed  necessarj',  in  great  part, 
to  suggest  rather  than  fully  explain  its  pro- 
visions as  a  factor  in  the  economic  life  of  the 
people;  but  surely  enough  has  been  brought 
out  to  establish  its  position,  show  something 
of  its  relations,  and  give  an  idea  of  its  magni- 
ficent proportions.  And  any  candid  consider- 
ation of  the  subject  is  sure  to  bring  us  to  deep 
admiration  for  the  inspiration  which  has  led 
men  up  to  the  point  of  devising  and  employ- 
ing this  mighty  and  noble  factor  of  social 
economics.  — Su  ttoti . 


The  United  Brethren  Mutual  Aid  Society. 

Dead  and  forgotten!  Yet  a  few  years  ago 
the  insui-ance  press  was  full  of  articles  and 
figures  about  this  life  insurance  scheme  of 
worthy  but  erring  Pennsylvania  Dutchmen— 
the  United  Brethren  Mutual  Aid  Society  of 
Lebanon. 

Receiver  Reitioehl  reports  that  he  has  re- 
covered $40  in  a  suit  against  V.  Mitman,  and 
that  he  has  $2,277,  plus  a  mortgage  worth  $500 
—and  "notes  taken  in  payment  of  assess- 
ments, which  are  uncoUectihle."'  The  italics 
are  ours  to  emphasize  the  vrorthlessness  of 
notes  for  assessments  or  premiums,  acceptec" 
in  lieu  of  cash  by  either  a  co-operative  life  or 
mutual  fire  insurance  .society. 

To  all  assessment  insurance  schemes— to  all 
fire  mutuals— the  well  informed  man  will  say, 
scat ! 


The  Greatest  Business  in  the  World. 

Our  customers  are  in  all  lines  of  trade,  and 
the  field  is  unlimited.  To  get  business  we 
must  go  out  after  it,  and  keep  after  it  every 
day  of  the  week.  Applications  will  not  come 
to  any  agent  sitting  around  wondering  why 
he  doesn't  get  business.  Killing  time,  gossip- 
ing and  wasting  your  own  time,  as  well  as 
others,  will  not  bring  business.  If  any  agent 
thinks  he  can  earn  an  income  in  our  business 
by  working  two  days  a  week  and  going  at  the 
business  in  a  half-hearted  way,  he  had  better 
change  his  vocation. 

We  are  representing  the  greatest  business 
in  the  world,  and  the  true  argument,  which 
nobody  can  get  away  from,  is  that  every  man 
and  woman  must  die,  and  the  natural  query 
is,  Why  don't  people  run  after  us  for   insur- 


ance '{  It  is  simply  because  they  are  waiting 
to  be  educated  and  enlightened  on  the  sub- 
ject. Our  business  is  in  its  infancy,  and  the 
day  will  come  when  people  will  be  educated 
to  insurance  and  pay  for  it  the  same  as  house 
rents.  When  those  Utopian  days  come  around, 
theagent  will receive5% commission,  and  then 
the  agent  will  look  backward  to  19(0  and 
wander  why  all  agents  in  1900  were  not 
"Vanderbilts."  The  fact  is,  we  all  have  a 
"snap"  and  an  opportunity  today.  Are  we 
letting  it  slip  away  ? — A.  S.  Browne. 


Room    for   New   Life    Insurance    Companies. 

From  the  Insurance  World. 

The  Coast  Review,  of  San  Francisco,  pub- 
lishes an  editorial,  favoring  the  organization 
of  new  life  insurance  companies  in  every  state 
of  the  union,  where  there  is  the  sufticient 
population  to  sustain  one.  It  argues  concern- 
ing this:  "There  are  millions  of  people  un- 
insured. The  existing  companies  cannot  in- 
sure these  men  and  women.  They  await  the 
new  company  with  local  connections,  with 
local  investments,  and  appealing  to  local  pride. 
Add  twenty  companies  to  the  total  of  Amer- 
ican life  insurance  companies,  and  the  total 
American  life  business  will  make  a  great  in- 
crease." The  Insurance  Press  has  already 
expressed  its  approval  of  this  view,  and  Insur- 
ance World  hastens  to  put  itself  on  recoi'd  in 
the  same  manner.  Assessmentism  is  passing 
away  in  the  United  States.  The  organiza- 
tion of  new  regular  life  insurance  companies 
iu  nearly  every  state  in  the  union  is  a  thinj.' 
to  be  desired.  Experience  has  proved  that, 
even  though  they  do  a  very  large  business  in 
their  home  districts,  they  do  not  diminish  the 
total  business  done  by  the  leading  companies 
of  the  country  at  all;  while,  after  a  time,  the 
assessment  societies  of  those  localities  are 
either  reorganized  into  regular  companies  or 
pass  out  of  existence.  It  will  be  a  great  day 
for  life  insurance  in  America,  when  there  will 
not  be  an  assessment  society  left,  and  when 
every  person  who  chooses  to  buy  insurance 
will  choose  between  a  sound,  though  small, 
company'  at  home,  and  a  perhaps  much  stronger 
company  in  a  great  financial  center. 

The  Insurance  Press  very  properly  points 
out  that  if  this  oi'ganization  of  new  regular 
companies  is  to  be  fostered  in  the  different 
states,  it  can  only  be  by  a  prompt  recognition 
of  the  right  of  these  companies  to  make  the 
first  year  term — we  should  make  the  reserva- 
tion that  there  should  only  be  one  rate  for 
one  year  term  insurance,  although  our  con- 
temporary does  not.    The  fact  is  that,  by  no 
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othei"  means,  can  new  companies  start  with 
any  prospect  whatever  of  success;  and  for 
this  statement  there  is  no  less  an  authority 
than  Emory  McClintock,  actuary  of  the  Mu- 
tual Life  Ins.  Co.,  whose  judgment  is  also 
formed  because  of  his  experience  and  observa- 
tion as  to  the  causes  of  the  failures  of  the 
smaller  companies  after  1870.  He  considers 
that  the  impossibility  of  organizing  and 
operating  successfully  a  new  regular  company 
under  the  strict  enforcement  ot  the  legal  re- 
serve laws — by  which  he  means  without  mak- 
ing the  first  year  term  on  ordinary  life  pol- 
icies, at  least — is  established  without  a  single 
exception  to  challenge  its  truth.  Since  the 
one  year  term  device  has  been  introduced,  a 
number  of  small  companies  have  sprung  into 
existence;  and  many  of  them  are  sound  and 
successful.  Thus,  for  instance,  the  Royal 
Union,  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  which  adopted 
this  device  in  the  last  month  of  1894,  has  pro- 
gressed from  $2,938,947  of  insurance  in  force, 
with  assets  of  $147,843,  and  surplus  of  i?6,7()8, 
toinsurancein  force  on  June30th  last  of  18,700,- 
919,  assets  of  $492,033,  and  surplus  of  $88,988. 
Some  of  the  Indiana  companies  show  an  even 
more  remarkable  growth,  and  throughout  the 
country  there  are  small  companies  which  are 
as  sound  and  well-managed  as  anj'  company  in 
the  land. 


Concerning  New  Life   Insurance    Companies. 

From  the  Insurance  Press. 

The  Coast  Review  expresses  the  opinion 
that  "there  should  be  more  life  insurance 
companies  in  the  United  States."  We  are  in- 
clined to  agree  with  that  opinion. 

"Every  large  and  prospei'ous  state,"  says 
the  Coast  Review,  "should  have  a  life  insur- 
ance company — every  state  having  a  million 
white  population  can  support  a  life  insurance 
company."  That  is  getting  down  to  details, 
but  it  may  be  admitted,  for  the  sake  of  the 
argument,  that  one  company  for  every  million 
of  white  persons  might  be  a  fair  proportion. 

"There  are  millions  of  people  uninsured," 
remarks  the  Coast  Review.  "The  existing 
companies  cannot  insure  these  men  and 
women.  They  await  the  new  company,  with 
local  connections,  with  local  investments,  and 
appealing  to  local  pride.  Add  twenty  com- 
panies to  the  total  of  American  life  insurance 
companies  and  the  total  of  American  life  busi- 
ness will  make  a  great  increase."  We  be- 
lieve there  is  truth  in  these  statements. 

Now,  will  the  Coast  Review  tell  us  how  it 
is  possible  to  establish  a  new  life  insurance 
company   in    the    United,   States,    under   the 


present  reserve  requirements  and  the  pres- 
ent cost  of  obtaining  new  business.  It  will 
not  be  necessary  for  the  Review  to  remind 
anj'bod}'  that  expenses  are  too  high;  nor  to 
deliver  a  harangue  on  the  wickedness  of  the 
rebate  evil,  which  compels  the  payment  of 
large  commissions;  nor  to  enter  upon  any 
theoretical  discussion  whatever.  Conditions 
(as  regards  the  cost  of  new  business)  are 
what  they  are — and  they  are  not  Ukey  to 
change  for  some  years. 

Under  present  conditions,  therefore,  or  any- 
thing like  present  conditions,  how  is  it  pos- 
sible to  establish  a  new  life  insurance  company 
in  the  United  States  of  America  ?  We  are 
aware  that  all  of  the  states,  or  nearly  all, 
have  laws,  rendering  it  easy  enough  to  start 
assessment  societies,  fraternal  orders,  etc. 
Such  concerns  ai'e  practically  free  to  do  as 
they  please.  No  severe  reserve  z-equireraents 
bear  upon  them.  The  laws  encourage  unlim- 
ited expansion  in  the  direction  of  unreliable 
"insurance"  association,  societies  and  orders, 
while  insisting  upon  conditions  regarding 
legitimate  insurance  enterprises  that  are  now 
impossible  of  fulfillment.  Reserves,  such  as 
no  new  company  can  lay  aside  out  of  first 
year's  premiums,  after  paying  the  competitive 
price  to  get  business,  must  be  provided. 
That  is  the  situation,  in  plain  words. 

Our  San  Fx-ancisco  contemporary  will  prob- 
abh'  remai'k  that  no  new  company  can  be 
carried  through  to  success  unless  (1)  one-year- 
term  valuation  is  to  be  respectfully  consid- 
ered, or  (2)  the  established  companies  con- 
sent to  open  the  door  to  competition  bj^  so 
"economizing"  in  commission  paj-ments  as  to 
give  new  corporations  a  show.  As  "economy" 
of  that  sort  has  been  a  long  time  coming,  and 
is  not  here  yet,  its  arrival  cannot  be  looked 
for  very  soon.  So,  if  there  are  to  be  new  life 
insurance  companies,  of  a  sounder  kind  than 
assessment  societies,  probably  some  concession 
must  be  made  in  the  direction  of  the  first 
year  reserve. 

And  wherein  is  the  heinousness  of  one-year- 
term  valuation  ?  If  the  people  want  such  pol- 
icies, whj'  should  they  not  be  allowed  to  have 
them  ?  Has-any  reputable  actuary  attempted 
to  show  that  it  is  fairer  to  insured  persons  to 
make  up  the  deficit  during  the  first  year  by 
drawing  upon  funds,  belonging  to  old  policy- 
holders, that  could  be  distributed  in  div- 
idends, than  it  is  to  provide  the  margin  at 
once  by  an  agreement  between  insurer  and 
insured  that  the  contract  shall  be  for  term 
insurance  for  the  period  of  one  year  ?  Is  it 
higher  wisdom   for   the    state  to   incorporate 
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assessment  societies,  than  to  encourage  com- 
panies whose  policies  are  term  conti-acts  for 
twelve  months  ? 


Spontaneous  Combustion  of  Coal. 

The  peueral  belief  that  the  wetting  of  coal 
causes  or  increases  its  spontaneous  combus- 
tion has  been  pi-oved  to  be  ei'roneous.  An 
Australasian  commission,  appointed  to  inves- 
tigate coal  fires,  reports  as  follows; 

"This  commission  has  reported  the  result  of 
an  experiment  which  has  been  conducted  to 
ascertain  the  practical  effect  of  moisture  in 
promoting  the  spontaneous  combustion  of  coal. 
Two  bins  were  loaded  as  nearlj^  as  possible 
simultaneoush',  to  the  extent  of  'Z45}4  tons, 
in  order  to  equalize  the  composition  of  the 
coal  and  the  conditions  under  which  it  was 
loaded.  Experiments  were  then  made,  and, 
as  a  result,  the  commission  concluded  that 
coal  is  less  liable  to  spontaneous  combustion 
when  it  is  loaded  wet  than  when  it  is  loaded 
dry.  If  ordinary  New  South  Wales  Newcastle 
coal  be  loaded  wet,  the  chance  of  its  becom- 
ing heated  during  a  voyage  of  eighty  days 
through  any  ordinary  weather  is  almost  van- 
ishingly  remote.  Whether  coal  at  a  given 
temperature  is,  or  is  not,  more  subject  to 
spontaneous  combustion  when  it  is  wet  than 
when  it  is  dry  the  trial  does  not  enable  the 
commission  formally  to  decide. 

Another  question,  the  report  says,  which 
must  be  regarded  as  open  in  so  far. as  the 
experiment  is  concerned,  is  this — Is  coal  more 
liable  to  heat  when  saturated  with  salt  water 
than  it  is  when  saturated  with  fresh  water? 
Water  not  only  cools  the  coal  to, a  greater  or 
less  degree,  but  wet  coal  is  in  itself  probably 
less  liable  to  spontaneous  combustion  than 
dry  coal.  There  is  reason  to  believe  this  ap- 
plies to  all  coals  not  containing  a  great  excess 
of  pyrites,  and  very  possibly  to  them  too. 
The  truth  is  that  the  idea  that  wet  coal  is 
more  likely  to  heat  than  dry  coal  does  not 
rest  on  any  direct  or  scientific  evidence.  In- 
stances brought  under  the  notice  of  the  for- 
mer commission  on  coal  cargoes  broke  down  on 
cross-examination,  or  were  otherwise  ex- 
plained. 

In  1876  the  English  commission  on  the  heat- 
ing of  coal  cargoes  asked  the  question  as  to 
whether  wet  coal  was  or  was  not  more  liable 
to  heating  than  dry  coal,  and  received  twenty- 
six  answers  to  the  effect  that  wet  coal  was 
the  more  dangerous.  An  analysis  of  the  evi- 
dence, however,  discloses  that  twenty-five  of 
these  answei's  were  based  on  'general  im- 
pression,' or  hearsay  evidence  onlj',  while  the 


twenty-sixth  was  not  tested  by  cross-exam- 
ination. The  opinions  referred  to  were  held, 
not  by  scientific  men,  but  by  those  engaged  in 
the  coal  trade,  and  concurrently  with  the  idea 
that  heating  was  due  to  a  sort  of  fermentation 
in  the  coal  similar  to  that  which  takes  place 
in  haj',  in  which  case,  of  course,  moisture  pays 
a  very  prominent  part.  All  such  views,  it 
seems  to  the  commission,  must  now  be  def- 
initelj^  abandoned;  nor  is  there  anj^  chemical 
or  physical  reason  for  thinking  that  salt  water 
would  be  more  likely  to  promote  heating  than 
fresh  water,  but  quite  the  reverse.  Having 
in  view  the  fact  that  cases  of  spontaneous 
heating  invariably  occur  in  the  heap  of  small 
coal  under  the  hatchways,  and  in  the  light  of 
the  foregoing  conclusive  result,  the  commis- 
sion recommend  that  when  large  ships  are  be- 
ing loaded  during  warm  weather  (say  when 
the  air  temperature  is  DO  deg.  Fahr.  or  over) 
a  hose  should  be  played  down  the  hatchway  so 
as  to  wet,  at  all  events,  the  coal  which  col- 
lects at  that  spot." 


Does  Marriage  Lengthen  Life. 

From  Insurance  &  Finance  Chronicle. 
There  are  in  this  world  some  rollicking 
blades  who  swagger  about  single  blessedness, 
and  ostentatiously  proclaim  their  freedom 
from  so-calledi  petticoat  government  by 
singing 

'I  have  no  wife  to  bother  my  life, 

No  lover  to  prove  untrue, 
But  the  whole  day  long,  with  laugh  and  song, 
I  paddle  my  own  canoe." 

To  such,  we  commend  perusal  of  the  follow- 
ing extract  from  the  "Scottish  Critic"  : 

Do  married  men  live  longer  than  single 
men  ?  Fortunatelj'  something  substantial  is 
available  as  a  reply.  Thirty  years  ago  the 
British  government  appointed  a  royal  com- 
mission on  the  Law  of  Marriage.  Statistics 
were  not  then  so  fully  compiled  as  at  the  pres- 
ent day,  but  the  commission  succeeded  in 
bringing  out  of  what  they  possessed  some 
astounding  conclusions  regarding  the  in- 
fluence of  marriage  on  the  death-rate.  Dr. 
Stark,  the  registrar-general  for  Scotland,  dis- 
covered that  the  death  rate  of  married  men 
and  widowers  was  a  great  deal  lower  than 
that  of  unmarried  men,  and  that,  although 
the  death-rate  of  the  married  and  unmarried 
differed  to  some  extent  in  various  countries, 
the  relative  proportions  generally  approx- 
imated to  the  rates  found  in  Scotland.  The 
under-noted  figures  exhibit  the  yearly  mor- 
tality   per    thousand,    and    have    been    con- 
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firmed  bj'  a  wider  than  Dr.   Stark's  range   of 
statistical  imjuiry : 


Ages. 
20—25  . 
25—30  . 
30—35  . 
35—40  . 
40—45  . 
45—50  . 
50—55  ■ 


Iliisbands 
and  Widowers. 

.    .        6.26  .    .    . 

.    .        8.23  .    .    . 


Unmarried. 
•      12.31 
.      14-94 


8.65 15.94 

11.67 16.02 

14-07 18.35 

17.04 21. iS 

19-54 26.34 


55—60 26.14 28.54 

60—65 35-63 44-54 

65—70 52.93 60.21 

70—75 81.56 102.71 

7.5—80 117-85 143-94 

80—85 173-88 195-40 

That  is  to  say,  that  out  of  100,000  husbands 
and  widowers,  from  40  to  45  years  of  age, 
1,407  die  each  year,  as  compared  with  1,835 
unmarried  who  die  out  of  a  similar  number. 
The  difference  is  greater  at  the  earlier  ages. 
Dr.  Stark's  comment  on  the  result  of  his  in- 
quiries is  that  "bachelorhood  is  more  destruc- 
tive to  life  than  the  most  unwholesome 
trades,  or  than  residence  in  an  unwholesome 
house  or  district,  where  there  has  never  been 
the  most  distant  attempt  at  sanitary  improve- 
ment of  any  kind."  This  conclusion  may  be 
too  sweeping.  In  the  first  place,  the  dif- 
ference between  married  men  and  men  who 
are  fitted  for  marriage — who  together  repre- 
sent the  insurable  class — is  not  recognizable. 
It  must  also  be  said  that  the  ranks  of  mar- 
ried men  are  filled  from  among  the  healthier 
and  stronger  portion  of  the  community.  Men 
engaged-  in  unhealthy  trades,  men  living 
drunken  and  irregular  lives,  or  those  who  are 
in  depressed  circumstances  in  relation  to 
health  or  means,  are  likely  to  remain  single. 
There  is,  therefore,  a  material  difference  in 
the  death-rate  apart  from  the  question  of 
marriage.  The  figures  in  the  table  must  be 
read  with  these  modifications. 


Fraternal  Life  Assurance. 

Attention  having  been  called  in  Australia 
to  the  question  of  the  fraternal  plan  of  life 
assurance  by  the  ai-rival  of  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Foresters  (Canada)  on  these 
shores,  the  historj-  and  financial  standing  of 
the  associations  based  upon  that  plan  are  now 
worthy  of  more  than  passing  remark.  The 
fraternal  principle  grew  out  of  the  assessment 
principle,  a  new  phoenix  born  from  the  ashes 
of  the  old  one.  The  assessment  plan  discarded 
the  level  premium  system,  and  substituted 
the  method  of  making  levies  in  accordance 
with  the  necessities  of   the   case   month  by 


month  instead.  This  mode  of  life  assurance 
was  in  great  vogue  at  one  time,  and  became 
entirely  discredited.  Even  the  fraternal 
bodies,  such  as  the  I.  O.  F.,  admit  that  pure 
assessmentism  has  been  a  dismal  failure.  The 
fraternal  idea  is  to  charge  a  low  level  pre- 
mium and  suppleijaeut  with  levies  or  assess- 
ments when  necessary.  Is  is  clear  that  this 
will,  in  the  long  run,  only  prolong  the  agony, 
and  make  the  final  catastrophe  so  much  the 
more  deadly,  from  the  fact  that  apparent 
stability  will  have  attracted  a  larger  number 
of  adherents  than  would  rally  to  the  cause  of 
a  system  that  developed  its  weaknesses  in  the 
course  of  a  very  few  years.  The  pure  assess- 
ment societies  have  generally  commenced  to 
collapse  between  the  tenth  and  twentieth 
years  of  their  existence,  whilst  the  period  of 
growth  amongst  the  fraternals  appears  to  be. 
twenty  or  even  thirty  years.  Still,  though 
the  mills  of  the  gods  grind  slowly,  yet 
Nemesis  always  has  her  due  in  the  end.  The 
fraternals  are  doomed  to  crumble  to  dust,  and 
to  sleep  the  long  sleep  at  last  with  the  other 
spectres  of  long-vanished  hopes  and  futile 
schemes  for  circumventing  the  inevitable. 
This  we  shall  be  able  to  show  by  the  statistics 
which  we  extract  from  the  Spectator  of  New 
York.  We  deal  with  fraternal  societies  only, 
as  these  are  the  ones  with  which  this  part  of 
the  world  is  concerned  at  present,  and  omit 
reference  to  the  societies  with  less  than  1,000 
members. 

There  are  two  fraternals  over  twenty-five 
years  old  in  existence  to-day.  Their  member- 
ship ten  years  ago  numbered  163,000;  five 
years  ago  it  was  149,000;  and  now  it  is  95,000. 
This  would  seem  to  forebode  extinction  in  the 
year  1905.  Meantime,  and  as  a  result  of  the 
calls  and  I  consequent  lapsing,  the  death-rate 
has  risen  from  12.6  per  thousand  to  27.6  per 
thousand,  which  is  equivalent  to  a  change  in 
the  average  age  of  members  from  forty-five  to 
sixty  in  ten  years,  which  is  an  increase  of 
five  years,  which  might  be  considered  to  be 
due  to  lapsing  of  the  younger  and  healthier 
members  alone,  even  if  no  allowance  is  made 
for  the  fact  that  there  were  a  few  persons 
foolish  enough  to  join  these  societies  during 
that  period. 

Amongst  societies  from  twentj'  to  twenty- 
five  years  old  there  are  twelve  fraternals,  of 
which  there  are  six  with  increasing  member- 
ship and  six  decreasing.  The  former  had  a 
total  of  170,000  members  in  1889,  292,000  in 
1894,  and  413,000  in  1899,  so  that  their  rate  of 
increase  is  slackening.  The  latter  had  196,000 
members  ten  j'ears  ago,  210,000  five  years  ago. 
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and  130,000  to-day,  so  that  their  decline  is  be- 
ing accelerated.  These  latter  may  be  ex- 
pected to  be  extinct  in  six  or  seven  years 
hence.  Looking  at  the  extreme  cases,  we 
have  the  Royal  Arcanum,  which  has  doubled 
its  membership  in  the  time,  and  so  by  the  in- 
fusion of  new  blood  has  only  had  an  increase 
in  mortality  fi-om  7.0  per  thousand  to  10.8  per 
thousand.  But  the  American  Legion  of  Honor, 
which  has  declined  from  62,000  members  to 
17,000  members  in  the  ten  years,  has  had  an 
increase  of  mortality  from  12.5  per  thousand 
to  38.3,  or  say  an  increase  in  the  average  age 
of  the  assured  from  forty-five  to  sixty-four. 

There  are  also  twelve  societies  aged  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  years,  including  the  I.  O.  F. 
Of  these  only  four  are  decreasing,  and  they 
are  all  small,  totalling  only  20,000  members, 
whilst  they  had  30,000  members  ten  years  ago. 
The  other  eight  societies  rose  from  102,000  in 
1889  to  35.5,000  in  1894  to  917,000  in  1899.  The 
four  small  societies  of  20,000  members  may  be 
neglected,  and  it  may  be  said  that  the  period 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  years  is  a  stage  of 
rapid  growth  and  advancement  for  these  soci- 
eties. The  death-rate  is  almost  constant 
over  the  whole  period  because  the  introduc- 
tion of  "select"  lives  makes  the  low  scale  of 
premiums  sufBcient  for  the  time  being  and 
staves  off  the  necessity  for  assessments.  It 
is  this  continual  accretion  of  healthy  lives 
that  drives  the  fraternal  societies  further 
and  further  afield  in  order  to  prolong  the  non- 
assessing  stage.  This,  however,  only  ren- 
ders the  trouble  so  much  the  more  acute 
when  the  actual  rot  sets  in. — Australasian 
Insurance  and  Banking  Record. 


Fire  After  Contract  of  Sale.     Title  in  Equity. 

Dunn  V.  Yakish  et  al.  Supreme  Court  of 
Oklahoma.     June  30,  1900. 

Equity  treats  things  agreed  to  be  done  as 
actually  performed,  and  when  real  estate  is 
sold  under  a  valid  contract,  the  purchase 
money  to  be  paid  in  part,  and  the  deed  ex- 
ecuted at  a  future  day,  the  equitable  title 
passes  at  once  to  the  vendee,  and  equity 
treats  the  vendor  as  a  trustee  for  the  pur- 
chaser of  the  estate  sold,  and  the  purchaser 
as  a  trustee  of  the  purchase  money  for  the 
vendor. 

Where  buildings  are  destroyed  by  fire,  with- 
out the  fault  of  either  party,  between  the 
date  of  a  contract  of  sale  of  the  real  estate 
and  the  time  the  conveyance  is  made,  the  loss 
must  be  borne  by  the  vendee,  who  holds  the 
equitable  title,  as  the  vendor  only  holds  the 


naked  legal  title  for  the  use  of  the  vendee. 

Where  a  valid  contract  for  sale  of  real 
estate  has  been  entered  into,  the  deed  to  be 
executed  at  a  future  day,  it  is  no  defense,  in 
an  action  to  recover  balance  of  purchase 
mone.y,  that  the  estate  has  been  diminished 
in  value  by  the  destruction  of  the  buildings 
thereon  by  fire,  unless  it  is  shown  that  the 
vendor  was  in  some  waj'  at  fault  in  causing 
such  fire. 

Where  the  language  of  a  contract  is  that 
the  vendor  "has  this  day  sold  and  agreed  to 
convey"  to  the  vendee  his  "building  and  lot," 
it  clearly  imports  a  binding  contract  of  sale 
then  executed  and  consummated.  By  such 
terms  the  title  in  equity  passes  from  the  date 
of  the  I  contract.  The  contract  is  not  for  a 
sale,  but  only  for  a  conveyance  at  a  future 
day.  The  whole  foundation  of  this  doctrine 
of  equity  is  that  the  equitable  title  and  in- 
terest pass  by  the  contract  of  sale,  and  from 
the  time  of  its  execution,  and  it  contemplates 
delivery  of  possession  as  well  as  payment  of 
purchase  money  and  a  conveyance  at  a  future 
period. 

Even  though  time  is  made  the  essence  of 
the  contract,  equity  will  not  permit  a  party 
to  take  advantage  of  his  own  laches  to  defeat 
the  enforcement  of  the  contract;  and,  where 
the  party  seeking  to  enforce  the  contract  had 
in  time  complied  with  all  its  terms,  equity 
will  compel  specific  performance  in  his  favor, 
though  the  other  party  has  made  default  in 
time. 

Vendor's  agreement  for  sale  of  building  and 
lot,  possession  to  be  delivered  and  conveyance 
made  at  a  future  day,  does  not  amount  to  con- 
dition that  the  contract  shall  be  void  if  there 
is  any  change  in  the  state  or  value  of  the 
property  on  the  day  for  its  delivery. 

From  the  date  of  a  valid  contract  of  sale  of 
real  estate,  and  deed  to  be  executed  at  a 
future  period,  the  purchaser  has  an  insurable 
interest  in  the  property,  and  may  protect  his 
interest  against  loss  by  fire.  He  is  entitled 
to  all  benefits  which  may  accrue  to  the  prop- 
erty, and  must  bear  any  losses  which  may 
occur,     (il  P.  R.  926. 


A  SPECIAL  dispatch  says:  "Cape  Nome  was 
treated  to  an  extensive  conflagration  earl.v  in 
the  month.  Miles  and  miles  of  tundra  (moss) 
was  burned  over  and  manj^  native  homes  de- 
stroyed. The  fire  began  close  to  the  eastern 
suburbs  of  Nome  and  swept  the  country  from 
the  outer  edge  of  the  sand  beach  to  th6  foot- 
hills and  far  below  Cape  Nome."  Firebugs 
have  been  at  work. 
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Term  Business  in  Fire  Insurance. 

Secretary  Adams  of  the  American  Central 
read  a  very  thoughtful  paper  on  term  busi- 
ness, at  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Fire  Under- 
writers' Association  of  the  Northwest.  It  is 
excellent  and  impressive  commentary  on  the 
original  term  table  printed  in  the  August 
Coast  Review.  We  quote  from  Mr.  Adams's 
paper  as  follows : 

KATES    DISCOUNTED. 

You  have  kept  boards,  unions,  middle  de- 
partments, southeastern  tariff  associations 
and  Pacilic  unions,  making  rates,  agreeing  on 
rates  and  publishing  rates,  but  you  haven't 
cashed  your  rates  in  premiums.  You  have  dis- 
counted them  for  what  you  call  term  premi- 
ums, and  depreciated  them,  and  there  is 
whei-e  your  trouble  is.  This  is  why  in  1875 
you  could  pay  a  loss  of  .52  cents  on  the  $100 
and  make  money  and  be  happy,  and  why  in 
1899,  with  almost  as  good  rates,  it  broke  your 
hearts  and  threatened  to  break  some  of  your 
companies  to  pay  a  loss  of  a  little  more  than 
60  cents  on  the  $100. 

FROM    THIRTEEN    TO   THIRTY    MONTHS. 

Twenty-five  years  ago  your  annual  pre- 
mium i-eceipts  were  equal  to  90  per  cent,  of 
the  premiums  on  the  whole  amount  at  risk ;  in 
1899  your  annual  premium  receipts  were  only 
39  per  cent,  of  the  premiums  on  the  whole 
amount  at  risk.  In  1873  your  annual  premium 
receipts  carried  the  amount  at  risk  thirteen 
months ;  in  1899  your  annual  premium  receipts 
had  to  carry  the  amount  at  risk  very  nearly, 
if  not  quite,  thirty  months.  In  1873  you  had 
to  pay  the  losses  in  thirteen  months'  business 
every  twelve  months;  in  1899  you  had  to  pay 
the  losses  on  very  nearly  thirty  months'  busi- 
ness every  twelve  months.  You  spread  your 
premiums  out  too  thin,  and  they  could  not 
carry  the  load  that  1899  piled  on  them. 

NOMINAL   DECLINE   IN   RATES. 

There  is  but  little  difference  in  the  rates  on 
the  business  written.  Five  Hartford  compa- 
nies showed  an  annual  rate  of  1.316  per  cent, 
in  the  five  ye.ars  1873-77.  From  1895  to  1899 
they  show  1.163,  a  loss  of  only  4.4  cents  per 
$100.  Four  New  York  companies  showed  a 
rate  of  .9989- per  cent  in  1873  to  1877 ;  they  now 
show  945 pe ret.,  a  very  smalllossof  less  than  5.4 
cents.  Five  Western  and  three  English  com- 
panies that  showed  1.59  and  1.29  respectively 
in  1873  to  1877  now  show  $1.24  and  90  cents 
respectively.  The  combined  averages  of  these 
seventeen  great  companies  in  1873  to  1877  was 
1.175,  and  in  1899  1.053,  a  reduction  of  10.4  per 
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cent  in  rate  on  risks  written,  but  the  average 
ratio  of  tlie  annual  premium  to  tlie  amount  at 
risk  in  1873,  1.05  cents,  in  1899  only  73  cents— 
a  reduction  of  30.5  per  cent  in  ratio  of  premi- 
ums to  premiums  on  amount  of  risk. 

IMPROVEMENTS   DISCOUNTED. 

There  you  have  the  secret  of  your  distress. 
You  have  discounted  the  vast  improvements 
of  a  quarter  of  a  century  or  more ;  .you  have 
done  it  not  by  lowering  rates,  but  by  extend- 
ing the  term,  and  while  you  could  have  safely 
extended  the  term  to  a  certain  limit,  follow- 
ing the  reduction  in  the  loss  ratio,  j'ou  have, 
in  your  enthusiasm,  extended  too  far,  for  you 
can't  pay  an  extraordinary  loss  on  thirty 
months'  business  with  the  ordinary  premium 
of  twelve  months,  and  that  is  what  you  have 
been  trj'ing  to  do.  In  ordinary  years  you 
could  do  it,  but  these  years  are  extraordinary. 
That  is  what  is  the  matter  with  underwriting, 
and  again  I  say  that,  while  the  situation  con- 
tains an  element  of  danger,  it  offers  no  excuse 
for  panic. 


Epigramma  Cunninghamma. 

Some  policyholders  have  thoughts  that 
burn. 

The  sweets  of  fire  insurance  seem  to  have 
fermented. 

Consequential  damages  are usuallj' damages 
of  consequence. 

It  requires  more  than  insomnia  to  make  a 
wide-awake  agent. 

The  agent  who  keeps  cool  will  make  it  hot 
for  his  competitors. 

The  best  thing  to  do  for  mere  policy  sake  is 
to  pay  your  premium. 

A  long-time  resident- agent  may  not  be  con- 
sidered an  old  settler  by  his  companies. 

Travel  is  a  leveler.  Even  a  conceited  special 
agent  seeks  a  lower  berth  in  a  sleeping  car. 

The  older  agents  may  have  practical  knowl- 
edge, but  wisdom  is  monopolized  by  begin- 
ners. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  when  some  under- 
writei's  lose  their  heads  they  loose  their 
tongues. 

"This  kind  of  work,"  said  the  cheerful  ad- 
juster, working  among  the  charred  debris  of 
of  a  badly-burned  stock  of  merchandise,  "just 
soots  me." 


It  is  possible  to  hold  policies  of  insurance 
and  not  be  insured. 

"Fire  inshurence  rates  hev  bin  razed  here," 
writes  an  applicant  for  a  local  agency.  That 's 
the  spelling  of  it  everywhere — rates  have 
been  "i-azed." 

Oysters  are  supposed  to  have  a  rest  during 
months  not  having  an  "r"  in  their  spelling, 
but  the  hustling  insurance  man's  interregnum 
is  limited  to  months  with  a  "k." 

"There  is  one  thing,"  said  a  veteran  ad- 
juster, viewing  the  ruins  of  Pompeii,  "which 
impresses  me.  As  all  the  policyholders  per- 
ished with  their  property,  the  adjusters  had 
a  dead  easy  job." 

In  reply  to  several  letters  from  a  loss  claim- 
ant to  the  officers  of  an  infirm  and  insolvent 
mutual  insurance  company,  urging  them  to 
call  and  r pay,  the  secretary  politely  said: 
"We  could  call  and  pay  our  respects,  but  that 
is  all  we  can  pay  at  present." 

It  was  awfully  uncomplimentary,  but  a 
prominent  attorney  said  of  fire  insurance  that 
"It  is  the  most  docile,  meek,  and  unresisting 
business  that  was  ever  misunderstood  by  the 
public,  kicked  by  legislatures,  insulted  by 
juries,  robbed  by  criminals,  or  damned  by  its 
beneficiaries." 

This  is  especially  a  time  when  a  live  insur- 
ance journal  is  of  importance  to  an  agent.  It 
is  likely  to  give  you  first  news  concerning 
your  own  companies  or  those  of  your  competi- 
tors, the  value  of  which  may  be  much  en- 
hanced by  having  it  early.  You  cannot  well 
do  without  such  a  journal,  anyway. 

An  old  agent  says:  "Mj^  best  and  easiest 
days  in  the  business  were  in  the  time  of  ten 
per  cent,  commission.  I  have  had  a  larger  in- 
come at  times  since,  but  hardly  as  good  net 
results.  I  covered  considerable  territory  and 
had  very  little  competition.  I  felt  obliged  to 
see  for  myself  and  made  thorough  interior 
inspections  always,  and  completely  filled  out 
the  lengthy  applications  of  that  period,  and 
diagramed  evei'ything  and  made  my  own 
maps.  All  my  reports  were  mailed  monthly, 
and  I  remember  how  religiously  I  complied 
with  the  instructions  of  mj'  companies,  and 
under  the  practice  of  that  time  it  was  hardly 
possible  for  a  fire  to  bring  a  blessing,  although 
insurance  did.  Part  of  my  work  was  mission- 
ary work,  persuading  people  to  insure,  and  I 
really  felt  that  I  was  doing  good." 
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Pacific  Coast  and  Rocky  Moun- 
tain Fire  Business. 

l!oiiul>lislieil  liy  reiinost. 
ARIZONA. 


Year. 

Premiiiiiis 

Losses. 

IJatio 

1884  .    . 

$     55,168 

$  52,456 

106.0 

1885  .    . 

54.631 

67,088 

123.0 

1SS6  .    . 

44,393 

68,423 

154  0 

1887  .    . 

54,835 

19,606 

35-7 

18S8  .    . 

61,203 

42,267 

69.2 

1889  .    . 

63.9«3 

7,978 

12.4 

1890  .    . 

99.852 

16,555 

16. 5 

1891  .    . 

61,662 

8,053 

13.0 

1892  .    . 

92,267 

53,315 

64.3 

1893.    . 

109,009 

56,275 

51.6 

1894  .    . 

102,869 

79.879 

77.0 

1S95  .    . 

119.251 

31.605 

26.5 

1896  .    . 

120,899 

63,080 

.52.6 

1S97  .    . 

145,763 

57,917 

40.0 

1898  .    . 

166,929 

241,414 

144.0 

1899  .    . 

243,182 

167,421 

68.9 

i6yr.s  . 

$1,595-896 

$1,033,332 

64.7 

DECADE   OF  CALIFORNIA 
BUSINESS. 


Year. 

Premiums 

Losses. 

Ratio 

1890 
189 1 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 

$6,304,813 
6.669,998 
7.007,460 
6,782,158 
6,337,060 
4,704,584 
3,802,197 
4.756,669 
6,651,954 
5.612,697 

$58,629-590 

$  2,755,288 
2,408.156 

.  2,727,908 
2,668,721 
2,815,670 
2,850,672 
2,589,517 
2,619,417 
3,562,703 
2,923,999 

43 
37 
38 
39 
44 
60 
68 
55 
53 
52 

7 

I 

9 
3 
4 
6 

I 
I 
5 

I 

Decade 

$27,922,051 

47 

6 

COLORADO. 


Year.    Premium^     Losses.     Hatio 


1882 


1S87 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 

1893 
1S94 
1895 


1899 
i8yrs 


600,919 

769,777 

756,068 

819,886 

812,850 

904,126 

I,i20,i8g 

1.324,261 

1,551,059 

1,569,728 

1,723,563 

1,461,779 

1,428,619 

1,497,412 

1,562,758 

1,536,210 

1,554,136 

1,732,459 


$22,725,799 


$  300,680 
357,218 
316,340 
264,710 
379,930 
371,301 
390.020 
550,265 
519,549 
573.139 
827,062 

835:513 
794,651 
520,068 

1,156,375 
376,799 
551,962 

1,081,996 


$10,167,578 


Year. 

Premiums 

Losses. 

Ratio 

188S  .   . 

$     59,141 

$     21,429 

41.0 

1889  ■   ■ 

59,909 

105.971 

176.0 

1890  .    . 

87,162 

71.128 

81.6 

1891  .   . 

109,395 

50,550 

46.2 

1S92  .    . 

178.644 

138,222 

77-4 

1S93  .   ■ 

159,848 

183,348 

II4-5 

1894  .   . 

183,486 

232,628 

126.7 

1895.   . 

147,940 

46.564 

31-4 

1896  .   . 

143.458 

107,750 

75.2 

1S97  .   . 

163,787 

108.427 

66.2 

189S  .   . 

197,898 

105,863 

53-5 

1S99  .   . 

225,641 

137,272 
$1,309,152 

60.8 

i2yrs  . 

$1,716,309 

76.4 

Year. 

Premiums 

Losses. 

Ratio 

18S5  .    . 
1886  .    . 

1587  .    . 

1588  .    . 
1889  .    . 
1S90  .    . 

1891  .    . 

1892  .    . 

1893  .    . 

1894  .    . 

1895  .    . 

1896  .    . 

1897  .    . 
1S98  .    . 
1899  .   . 

$  241,376 
249,536 
306,075 
374,035 
479,475 
509.225 
226,217 
725,929 
643,787 
582,939 
623,912 
677,451 
661,773 
725,276 
759,229 

$7,786,235 

$    150,008 
161,050 
122.463 
144,330 
289,770 
145,257 
138.303 
198.949 
253.736 
208,183 
200,284 
241,729 
244,883 
248.682 
224,496 

62.2 
64.6 
40.0 
38  7 
62.0 
28.5 
26,2 
54.8 
39-3 
35-7 
32.0 
35-7 
37.0 
34.2 
29.6 

15  yrs  • 

$2,972,123 

38.2 

Year. 

Premiums 

Losses. 

Ratio 

1889 
1890 
1S91 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 

1    135,076 
"5,745 
129,585 
152.650 
102,803 
125,224 
72,377 
71,398 
85,974 
106,180 
103,806 

$  111,226 
39,477 
51,456 
61,084 
59,126 
43.142 
32,983 
10,148 
29,137 
11,075 
25.395 
$474,249 

.82 
34 
40 
40 
57 
34 
44 
14 
33 
II 
24 
39 

4 
3 
0 
0 
4 
5 
3 
2 

9 
0 

5 

1 1  yrs 

$1,200,818 

5 

NEW   MEXICO. 


Year. 

Premiums 

Losses. 

Ratio 

1883.   . 

$•  108,772 

$      68,187 

62.5 

1884 

109,754 

127,473 

117 

0 

1885 

127,967 

42,204 

31 

I 

1886 

111,067 

46,.533 

35 

5 

1887 

138,805 

30,494 

22 

1888 

134.938 

64,363 

46 

6 

i88g 

135,606 

53.528 

39 

4 

i8go 

143,242 

55,492 

38 

7 

1891 

147,702 

60,442 

40 

8 

1892 

166.000 

88,270 

71 

I 

189.^ 

182,636 

175-.569 

96 

I 

1894 

133,219 

78,920 

59 

2 

1S95 

149,452 

66,250 

45 

9 

i8q6 

155,938 

67,509 

43 

3 

I8q7 

166,029 

69,675 

42 

0 

1S9S 

167,180 

142,808 

85 

4 

1899 

185,038 

136,900 
$1,374,617 

78 
55 

4 

18  yrs  . 

$2,463,345 

9 

Year. 

Premiums 

Losses. 

Ratio 

1883  .    . 

$     325,238 

$    225,512 

78.0 

1884 

356,751 

268,412 

75-4 

1885 

396.996 

79,259 

20.0 

18S6 

413,290 

163.890 

390 

18S7 

688,125 

188,868 

26.0 

1888 

419,465 

136,889 

32.7 

1889 

549.902 

145,668 

26.5 

1890 

870,359 

167,737 

19-3 

1891 

1.007,205 

587.981 

58.8 

1892 

1,232,523 

723.780 

59-0 

1893 

893,776 

376,807 

42.1 

I8q4 

874,210 

616,611 

70.5 

I8q5 

835,088 

385,484 

46.2 

I8q6 

853,686 

405,358 

47-4 

I8q7 

795,555 

422,887 

53-1 

1898 

958,931 

403.429 

42.0 

1899 

985,476 
$12,456,576 

351,975 
$5,650,547 

35-7 

17  yrs  . 

45-4 

Year. 

Premiums 

Losses. 

Rat 

0 

'885  .    . 

$    103,700 

$     36,450 

35-3 

1886  .    . 

109,259 

31,239 

28 

5 

'887  .    . 

136,115 

99,965 

73 

5 

1888  .    . 

139,564 

29,061 

20 

8 

I8S9 

181,100 

36.149 

20 

0 

'890  .    . 

265,435 

153,611 

■  57 

2 

I8ql.     . 

274,467 

89,228 

32 

4 

I892  .    . 

386,542 

190,183 

49 

2 

'893.    . 

273,036 

235,999 

86 

4 

'S94.    - 

362,584 

150,300 

41 

5 

1895.    . 

302,969 

163,421 

53 

9 

1896  .    . 

301,049 

94,133 

31 

2 

1897  .    - 

358,42s 

204,859 

57 

I 

1898  .    . 

448,671 

238,225 

53 

0 

1899  .    . 

432,790 

93,179 
$1,8^6,002 

21 

45 

5 

15  yrs  . 

$4,075,709 

3 

Year. 

Premiums 

Losses. 

Ratio 

1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
189S 
1899 

$      117,966 

178,231 

183,962 

304,797 

329.251 

*792.go9 

1,734,656 

1.477,223 

1,416.946 

1,289,637 

I,147,.583 

990.569 

1.005,797 

1.044.638 

1,258,743 

1.463.474 

$14,736,382 

$  95,658 
103,777 
86,279 
140,095 
163,152 

*3,224,479 
886,633 

535,791 
794,671 
711,163 
620,892 
663,192 
489.700 
377,690 
541,519 
579,014 

81.7 
58.0 
47.0 
46.6 
50.0 
406.6 
51-1 
36.2 
56.1 
55-1 
54-1 
67.0 
48.7 
36.2 
43-2 
39.6 

16  yrs  . 

$10,013,705 

67.9 

*  Conflagration  year.  Returns 
incomplete.  A  number  of  com 
panics  retired. 

WYOMING. 


Year. 

Premiums 

Losses. 

Ratio 

1882  .    . 

$      34,052 

$      17,896 

52.7 

1883  .    . 

39,290 

7,.50i 

19.0 

1S84  .    . 

62,959 

25,669 

40.7 

1885  .    . 

78,880 

6,425 

8.1 

1886  .    . 

86,675 

42.705 

49-3 

1887  .    . 

93,550 

70,093 

71.7 

1888  .    . 

98,293 

24,606 

25.0 

1889  .    . 

96,289 

26,791 

27.2 

1890  .    . 

106,157 

54,247 

51.1 

1891  .    . 

126,170 

46,504 

36.9 

1892  .    . 

126,039 

26,825 

21.3 

1893.    . 

133.837 

69,715 

52.0 

1894  .    . 

133,750 

50,140 

37-5 

1895  .    . 

125,560 

121,640 

96.8 

1S96.    . 

121,083 

24,066 

18.6 

1897  .    . 

121,850 

37,054 

30.4 

1S98  .    . 

123,507 

28,304 

22  9 

1899  .    . 

71,489 

27,134 

37.9 

18 yrs  . 

$1,779,430 

$707,315 

39-8 

GRAND  TOTALS. 

Grand  totals  for  the  foregoing 
states:  premiums,  $129,066,089; 
losses,  $63,356,800;  ratio,  49.1. 

BAD   SHOWING. 

Arizona,  Idaho  and  Washing- 
ton are  still  unable  to  present 
totals  which  indicate  a  margin 
of  profit  on  aggregate  business 
for  a  series  of  years. 
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Bank  Clearings. 

Prom  the  fjovernment  financial  report  for 
August,  just  issued,  the  following  table  com- 
paring the  clearings  of  what  are  termed  the 
Pacific  cities  in  the  first  seven  months  of  1899 
and  of  1900  is  taken  : 

Per  cent. 
Cities —  1899.  1900.  inc. 

San- Francisco  .   .   .$525,801,737  $567,172,022  7.6 

Salt  Lake  City     .   .  62,356,856  65,51)8,477  5.1 

Portland 49,226,037  57,521,698  16.9 

Los  Angeles  ....  49,654,299  69.35S.S96  39.7 

Seattle 45.949,016  71,784,133  56.2 

Spokane 34,061,554  32,649,755  .   . 

Tacoma 21,952,563  28,978,279  32.0 

Helena 17,197,208  17,309.805  0.7 

Seattle  is  second,  Los  Angeles  third,  Salt 
Lake  fourth,  in  rank  for  the  seven  months. 
The  year's  totals  will  doubtless  show  a  shift- 
ing as  to  rank. 

Life  Notes. 

It  is  denied  that  the  fraternal  societies  will 
have  to  pay  any  revenue  tax  under  a  new 
ruling. 

Pkesident  M.msie  writes  that  it  is  not  his 
intention  to  abandon  the  National  Life  of  the 
U.  S.  of  A.  An  impression  to  that  effect  might 
be  drawn  from  his  election  to  the  vice-presi- 
dency of  the  Mutual  Reserve  Fund,  after  the 
reinsurance  of  the  Northwestern  of  Chicago. 
It  further  appears,  from  Mr.  Mabie's  letter, 
that  .$80,000,000  of  the  Mutual  Reserve's  busi- 
ness is  on  the  legal  reserve  plan,  and  no  other 
kind  has  been  written  for  more  than  a  year. 
One  hundred  and  ten  millions  is  on  the  ten- 
year  term  basis,  leaving  thirtj^-five  millions 
on  the  old  assessment  plan.  It  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  association  to  place  both  the  term 
and  the  other  assessment  business  on  the 
legal  reserve  basis  as  fast  as  possible,  by  ap- 
plying the  policy  loan  system,  and  if  neces- 
sary the  premium  loan  feature.  Mr.  Mabie 
does  not  offer  any  reason  for  belief  in  the 
superior  ability  of  the  Mutual  Reserve  to  ac- 
complish the  very  transformation  which  the 
Northwestern  of  Chicago  failed  to  do.  Is 
there  another  surprise  in  store  ?  Which  is 
likely  to  reinsure  the  other — the  Mutual  Re- 
serve or  the  National  Life  of  U.  S.  A.  of 
Chicago  ? 

The  Travelers'  Record,  in  its  September 
issue,  does  itself  and  the  company  i'j  repre- 
sents no  good  in  continuing  a  very  foolish 
attack  upon  one  of  the  strongest  and  best  life 
insurance  companies  in  the  world,  the  Mutual 
Benefit  Life  of  Newark,  N.   J.,    the  basis  of 
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the  attack  being  a  provision  in  that  companj''s 
charter  for  an  assessment  in  case  of  necessity 
up  to  the  full  amount  of  any  notes  given  for  a 
part  of  the  premiums  and  the  liability  to  for- 
feiture of  the  insurance  for  failure  to  pay 
such  assessment,  and  to  have  the  amount  as- 
sessed collected  by  legal  process.  The  editor 
of  the  Record  very  well  knows  that  this  pro- 
vision in  the  charter  was  made  v^'ith  reference 
to  a  long-since  abandoned  sj^stem  of  doing 
business  by  mutual  life  companies  on  the  plan 
of  premium  payments  partly  in  cash  and 
partly  bj'  note.  Such  a  pi'ovisiou  was  essen- 
tial to  the  success  of  that  system  had  it 
proven  practical.  No  one  knows  better  than 
does  the  venerable  president  of  the  Travelers 
Insurance  Company  that  the  few  remaining 
policies  on  the  note  plan  issued  by  the  Mutual 
Benefit  are  not  in  the  least  likely  to  have 
this  provision  enforced  against  them,  and 
that  these  policies  do  not  in  any  way  impair 
the  strength  and  security  of  the  company.  - 
Insurance  Register. 

Charles  E.  Adt,  general  agent  of  the  Na- 
tional Life  at  Omaha,  told  this  little  story  at 
the  recent  Saratoga  meeting,  to  illustrate 
folly  of  high  pressure  methods  : 

A  "lightning  producer,"  working  for  a  high-pres- 
sure company,  entered  the  lists  for  a  prize,  in  addi- 
tion to  a  comfortable  cash  bonus.  The  prize  con- 
sisted of  a  free  trip  to  the  distant  home  office  to 
"rub  up"  against  some  dignitary  or  other.  Of 
course,  the  amount  of  insurance  the  agent  had  to 
secure  was  set  at  a  figure  well  beyond  his  reach 
through  ordinary  efforts.  So  he  set  out  to  bullyrag 
some,  to  offer  undeserved  credit  to  others,  to  over- 
load the  more  confiding,  to  make  presents  of  insur- 
ance to  his  friends,  to  rebate  sharply,  to  give  in- 
surance away  for  a  song;  and  by  such  means  he 
reached  the  line  a  winner.  Then,  as  practically 
immediate  settlement  was  demanded,  he  raked 
and  scraped,  he  borrowed  on  his  scrap-pile  of 
doubtful  paper,  he  ran  his  own  face  and  he  jollied 
his  general  agent  into  making  good  the  rest  for  the 
sake  of  his  own  bonus.  Then  he  breathed  easier- 
But  at  the  last  moment  the  unwelcome  tidings 
came  that  the  cheek  for  expenses  would  be  given 
by  the  company  when  the  agent  had  reached  the 
home  office.  Of  course,  the  officers  could  not  be 
expected  to  understand  that  an  agent  who  had 
written  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  of 
insurance  in  one  month,  at  a  very  large  commis' 
sion,  and  had  got  settlement  for  every  dollar  of  it, 
was  "broke";  but  he  was.  And  he  would  never 
have  got  to  the  home  office  if  he  had  not  been  able 
to  boi-row  fifty  dollars  from  a  fellow  agent  who 
never  drew  more  than  50  per  cent,  commission  in 
his  life. 

This  talk  of  the  evils  connected  with  the 
changing  of  policies  leads  me  to  say  that   the 


men  who  spend  their  time  laboring  to  accom- 
plish such  changes,  do  not  generally  belong  to 
the  highest  class  of  soliciting  agents,  and 
this  also  leads  to  the  suggestion  that  actuaries 
should  use  their  influence  and  lend  their 
assistance  in  elevating  the  standard  adopted 
in  the  selection  of  solicitors.  There  is.no 
more  honorable  calling  than  that  of  a  life  as- 
surance agent,  and  while  it  is  not  necessary 
that  they  should  all  be  church  members  or 
Sunday-school  teachers,  they  ought  to  be  men 
of  integrity,  whose  word  should  be  as  good  as 
their  bond.  They  must  be  men  of  ability  in 
order  to  succeed,  but  quality  as  well  as  quan- 
tity of  business  should  be  considered  in  judg- 
ing an  agent's  success.  The  value  of  the 
risks  taken  must  depend  to  a  great  extent 
upon  the  character  of  the  man  who  takes 
them,  for  an  agent  naturally  seeks  applica- 
tions among  men  who  are  his  congenial  asso- 
ciates. Let  it  then  be  part  of  an  actuary's 
duty  to  help  in  the  good  work  now  going  on, 
until  no  solicitor  shall  be  allowed  to  canvass 
who  is  ever  known  to  resort  to  misrepresenta- 
tion in  order  to  obtain  applications  for  pol- 
icies.— Joel  Van  Cise. 

It  can  readily  be  shown,  for  example,  that 
clerks  die  at  a  younger  average  age  than 
merchants.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say 
that  this  does  not  in  any  way  prove  that  they 
are  worse  lives  than  the  latter.  Most  mer- 
chants go  through  the  intermediate  stage  of 
being  clerks  or  salesmen  before  beginning 
business  on  their  own  account.  The  average 
age  of  living  clerks  is  therefore  less  than  that 
of  merchants,  and  the  average  age  of  those 
who  die  should  similarly  be  less.  Sometimes 
the  argument  merely  takes  the  form  of  stat- 
ing that  as  the  average  age  at  death  of  per- 
sons in  certain  walks  of  life  is  greater  than 
that  prevailing  in  the  total  population,  such 
classes  must  be  specially  long-lived.  We  all 
know  that  the  average  age  at  death  of  those 
engaged  in  almost  any  occupation,  must  be 
greater  than  that  of  the  community  as  a 
whole,  seeing  that  the  special  group  contains 
no  children  but  consists  of  adults  alone. — T. 
B.  Macaulay. 

Assessment  life  companies  of  Pennsylvania 
increased  their  membership  from  1,359  to 
4,463  last  year. 

Did  you  ever  notice  that  some  papers  capi- 
talize "state"  and  have  a  little  initial  letter 
("lowercase")  for  federal,  nation,  etc.  ?  They 
evidently  believe  in  a  state's  rights  to  a  big, 
big  S. 
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Coast  Losses, 

Losses  in  tliis  field  are  still  considerably 
in  excess  of  the  same  months  of  last  year. 
It  is  unlikely  that  the  remaining-  months 
will  materially  improve  the  comparison. 
We  may  therefore  conclude  that  the 
average  Coast  loss  ratio  will  be  somewhat 
larger  in  1900  than  in  1899. 

California's  record,  owing  to  extremely' 
light  losses  in  San  Francisco,  is  returning 
to  its  oldtime  favorable  percentage.  The 
outside  loss  record,  on  the  contrary,  will 
show  a  sharp  advance,  owing  mainly  to 
the  Prescott  confiagration. 

Individual  comi^any  loss  ratios  will 
show  unusual  differences.  Many  offices 
will  have  a  low  loss  ratio,  others  will 
have  a  fair  average,  while  not  a  few  will 
report  an  unusually  high  loss  ratio  on 
total  Coast  business  this  year. 

It  is  too  early  to  make  predictions;  for 
October,  November  and  December  are 
"bers"  yet  in  the  path  of  the  year's  jour- 
ney. Fortunately,  these  "bers"  are  not 
very  inflammable  in  this  part  of  the 
world,  where  rains  are  usually  copious, 
from  the  mountains  to  the  Coast,  during 
the  winter. 

The  statistical  reader  is  I'eferred  to  our 
column  table  of  losses  by  months  for  many 
years,  with  average  percentages.  We  re- 
print this  table  as  timely  and  interesting. 


What  of  the  Mutual  Reserve  Fund? 

The  Northwestern  Life  Assurance  Co. 
of  Chicago  (formerly  the  Northwestern 
Masonic  Aid)  has  reinsured  the  greater 
part  of  its  members  in  the  Mutual  Re- 
serve Fund  Life  Association. 

As  the  reinsurer  assumes  a  big  load  by 
this  deal — taking  over  business  without 
medical  re-examination  —  business  pre- 
viously "reorganized"  by  the  Northwest- 
ern without  re-examination,  and  there- 
fore inferior — it  is  time  to  again  inquire 
as  to  the  i-eal  condition  of  the  Mutual  Re- 
serve Fund  Life  Association. 

Will  any  disinterested  and  competent 
person  contend  that  this  deal  has  strength- 
ened the  Mutual  Reserve  Fund,  however 
well  the  expansion  may  temporarily  seem? 

Recall  the  fact  that  the  Massachusetts 


Benefit  Life  Association  reinsured  a  num- 
ber of  assessment  life  associations,  and 
made  a  brave  showing  of  size  and  in- 
crease for  a  brief  time.  But  the  Massa- 
chusetts Benefit  is  in  the  hands  of  a 
receiver. 

The  story  of  the  Republic  Life  of  Chi- 
cago is  appropos.  It  was  a  great  reinsur- 
er of  weakling  and  despondent  life  insur- 
ance companies.  And  it  made  a  brave 
showing  too,  thereafter — and  Hs  friends 
predicted  that  it  was  to  be  the  greatest 
life  insurance  company  in  the  world.  But 
the  Republic  Life  is  long  since  dead. 

It  doesn't  follow  that  because  the  Mu- 
tual Reserve  Fund  Life  Association  has 
reinsured  a  big  assessment  company  it  is 
stronger  or  in  anyway  more  likely  to 
escape  the  fate  of  hundreds  of  other  assess- 
ment life  insurance  associations. 

The  Mutual  Reserve  Fund  guarantees 
the  contracts  of  the  late  Northwestern  of 
Chicago,  but  who  will  guarantee  the 
Mutual  Reserve  Fund  ? 


Crowded  Out! 

In  the  "push"  of  the  struggle  for  exist- 
ence every  man  runs  the  risk  of  being 
"crowded  to  the  wall"  or  forced  out  of 
the  lines  of  successful  endeavor.  He  may 
cultivate  all  the  virtues  in  vain — he  may 
be  industrious,  economical,  energetic  and 
original,  honest  and  prompt  in  the  dis- 
charge of  obligations,  and  loyal  and 
capable  in  the  line  of  duty.  But  fire, 
competition,  favoritism,  scheming,  slan- 
der, sickness,  accident,  or  other  inevitable 
or  unjust  thing,  may  reduce  him  to  the 
ranks  of  the  unemployed,  the  unsuccess- 
ful, and  the  permanently  unfortunate. 

A  noted  essayist  has  pointed  out  the 
fact  that  the  conventional  ideas  of  the  re- 
ward of  virtue  are  not  supported  by  facts. 
The  saving,  debt-paying  man,  who  lives 
economically,  puts  money  in  the  bank, 
and  whose  conduct  is  irreproachable, 
narrows  his  acquaintance,  associates  with 
good  men  who  can  not  give  him  a  lift, 
misses  opportunities  which  might  lead  to 
fortune,  and  has  no  interested  associates 
or  creditors  glad  or  importunate  to  keep 
him   "in  the  swim,"    secure  employment 
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for  him  or  advance  his  interests  in  any 
way. 

This  view  of  actual  life  may  be  over- 
drawn, but  thei'e  is  much  truth  in  it.  As 
the  clever  essayist  has  pointed  out,  the 
man  who  runs  into  debt  makes  "friends" 
who  boost  him  along.  They  get  him 
employment  thlt  he  may  pay  his  debts. 
The  liberal  habits  which  prudence  may 
condemn,  perhaps  win  him  friends  who 
are  pleased  to  advance  his  prospects. 

But  the  prudent  man  and  the  spend- 
thrift— the  man  with  influential  friends 
and  the  man  without  them — the  man  of  tal- 
ent and  experience — are  alike  liable  to  be 
"crowded  out,"  "foi"ced  to  the  wall," 
compelled  to  step  down  and  make  way  foi- 
men  with  "a  pull,"  or  with  more  power- 
ful friends,  or  men  who  displace  him  be- 
cause of  new  business  conditions.  The 
man  with  "the  longest  pole"  is  always  in 
waiting,  to  appear  unexpectedly.  He 
may  be  a  poor  relative,  a  rich  man's  son, 
an  unscrupulous  schemer,  a  debtor,  a 
jolly  good  fellow,  a  politician  or  what 
not — but  he  gets  there  just  the  same,  and 
neither  talent,  norindustry,  norcharacter, 
nor  experience,  nor  services,  nor  record, 
will  save  the  worthy  man  from  being 
"crowded  out."     He  must  give  way. 

It  occurs  to  us,  as  a  bit  of  moral  to  the 
foregoing,  that  the  average  man  would 
better  live  well  as  he  goes  along.  He  is 
justified  in  this  liberal  living  by  keeping 
his  life  well  insured,  preferably  with  en- 
dowment policies  payable  as  the  years 
speed  by  and  age  approaches. 


In  an  ad  dress  entitled  "Some  Aspects  of 
Sickness  Insurance,"  Henry  Brown  of 
Edinburgh,  in  discussing  the  fallacy  that 
the  liability  to  sickness  does  not  increase 
with  age,  deals  with  the  subject  as  fol- 
lows: "If  increasing  age  does  not  in  the 
eai'lier  years  show  a  larger  actual  sickness 
ratio  among  healthy  selected  lives,  it 
must  of  necessity  have  brought  the 
average  life  nearer  the  time  when  infirm- 
ity must  be  looked  for  with  tolerable 
certainty.  Hence  any  system  which  does 
not,  out  of  contributions  of  the  earlier 
years,  accumulate  a  sufficient  fund  at  a 
sufficient    rate    of    interest    to    meet    the 


growing  claims  of  later  life  is,  as  surely  as 
if  it  did  so  deliberately,  preparing  for 
itself  the  nemesis  of  a  searching  retribu- 
tion. No  more  convincing  statistics  as  I0 
the  truth  of  this  contention  could  be 
found  than  those  furnished  by  Friendly 
Societies,  every  one  of  whose  members  is 
assured  for  a  sum  at  death  along  with  the 
provision  against  sickness." 


The  World's  Money  Center. 

New  York  city  is  confessedly  the  finan- 
cial center  of  the  world.  Foreign  govern- 
ments are  borrowing  money  from  the 
great  financial  institutions— banks,  trust 
companies,  insurance  companies,  etc.,— of 
the  metropolis  of  the  New  World — two 
hundred  years  ago  a  mei-e  town. 

Should  the  counti-y  be  proud  of  this 
shifting  of  the  financial  centre  to  Manhat- 
tan Island"?     Undoubtedly. 

But  thei-e  is  another  view  not  so  flatter- 
ing. The  governments  of  the  Old  World 
and  other  great  solvent  borrowers  acccept 
loans  where  interest  is  lowest,  not  merely 
where  money  Is  more  plentiful.  Money  is 
so  abundant  in  New  York,  and  in  such  ex- 
cess of  legitimate  demands,  that  its  own- 
ers are  willing  to  accept  the  lowest  rate  of 
interest.  Of  course  this  plethora  is  the 
result  of  rare  prosperity  which  fills  the 
vaults  of  savings  banks  and  the  treasui-ies 
of  life  insurance  companies  to  overflowing. 
Their  investments  are  limited  by  law,  and 
they  therefore  buy  low  interest  bearing 
European  bonds  at  par  or  at  a  premium, 
just  as  they  eagei'ly  invested  in  2 per  cent. 
Amei'ican  bonds. 

What  will  be  the  effect  on  life  insurance, 
especially  on  the  business  of  companies 
which  have  been  successful  abroad  be- 
cause of  their  ability  to  earn  a  high  rate 
of  interest  in  the  United  States? 


Gov.  Fancher. 
Gov.  Fancher  of  North  Dakota  is  an  in- 
surance man,  but  he  has  taken  no  steps 
to  discipline  the  raiding  "black  horse 
cavalry"  insurance  commissionei-  of  his 
state.  Perhaps  he  has  as  little  authoi-ity 
in  the  premises  as  some  other  governors 
we  might  name. 
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An  Element  in  the  "World's  Evolution. 

The  basis  of  a  life  insurance  contract  is  a 
mortality  table,  for  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  probabilities  of  living  and  dying,  no 
agreement  involving  these  contingencies  can 
be  entered  into  with  a  hope  of  success.  The 
practice  of  registering  births  and  deaths  is  a 
very  ancient  one,  so  ancient  indeed  that  no 
record  remains  of  what  people  first  attained 
that  degree  of  civilization  which  would  natur- 
ally precede  the  adoption  of  a  system  which 
could  only  be  possible  in  a  stable  and  enlight- 
ened community.  It  is  certain,  however,  that 
records  of  this  kind  were  kept  by  the  early 
inhabitants  of  Asia  and  Africa.  The  begin- 
ning of  the  Christian  Era  found  the  Romans 
in  need  of  a  table  from  which  annuities  could 
be  valued  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
Falcidian  law,  which  prevented  a  testator 
from  leaving  more  than  three-fourths  of  his 
property  to  any  others  than  legally  consti- 
tuted heirs.  To  observe  this  law,  it  was  nec- 
essary therefore,  to  have  some  means  of  meas- 
uring the  value  of  such  legacies  as  were 
charged  upon  the  succession  for  limited  terms 
and  as  annuities  for  life. 

We  learn  that  early  in  the  third  century 
the  rule  which  had  been  in  common  use  was 
as  follows:  From  the  earliest  age  until  30 
compute  thirty  years,  and  from  age  30  so  many 
years  are  computed  as  are  wanting  until  60. 
The  employment  of  this  defective  system 
doubtless  caused  the  great  Roman  jurist, 
Ulpian,  to  make  investigations,  from  which 
he  constructed  a  table  which  gives  evidence 
of  much  skill  and  discrimination  and  a  careful 
collection  of  facts.  It  gave  more  correct  ideas 
of  the  compai-ative  value  of  life  at  different 
ages  than  the  moderns  possessed  until  toward 
the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century. 

It  is  interesting  to  compare  Ulpian's  esti- 
mates with  the  first  deductions  ever  made  on 
the  value  of  life  in  a  city.  The  number  of 
persons  living  and  dying  in  Stockholm  from 
1755  to  1763  was  classified  and  moulded  into  a 
mortality  table  by  Dr.  Price,  with  results  re- 
markably close  to  those  arrived  at  fifteen  cen- 
turies earlier.  At  age  30  the  Roman  expecta- 
tion of  life  was  about  twenty-five  years,  and 
Dr.  Price's  table  about  twenty-two  years.  At 
50  the  Roman  table  gives  ten  years  expec- 
tancy, Dr.  Price's  fourteen  years,  and  at  sixty 
the  former  shows  seven  years,  the  latter  ten 
years.  And  so  the  rough  stones  of  the  foun- 
dation of  what  was  to  become  one  of  the 
greatest  structures  of  all  times  were  gath- 
ered together. 


It  is  not  likely  that  the  question  of  interest 
entered  into  the  calculations  of  the  first  an- 
nuities— in  fact  in  earlier  times  all  interest 
for  theuseof  money  was  absolutely  prohibited, 
first  by  the  canons  of  the  church,  and  after- 
ward by  direct  legal  enactment.  In  the  year 
1197  a  law  was  enacted  in  Great  Britain  foi*- 
bidding  Christians  to  take  any  recompense  for 
money  lent,  and  it  was  not  until  some  cen- 
turies later  that  the  government  recognized 
the  legitimacy  of  charging  interest  by  re- 
stricting the  rate  which  should  be  received. 

That  insurance  on  a  human  life  was  re- 
garded as  obnoxious  is  evidenced  by  the  acts 
of  the  government  of  various  countries.  Near 
the  end  of  the  18th  century  a  French  writer 
on  assurance  expresses  the  view  held  by  many 
at  that  time,  as  follows  :^"At  Naples,  Flor- 
ence, in  England  and  other  places,  assurances 
on  the  lives  of  men  are  allowed  to  be  made ; 
but  this  kind  of  assurances  are  not  assurances 
properly  so-called,  they  are  true  wagers. 
These  wagers,  improperly  called  assurances, 
are  prohibited  in  Holland  and  in  several  other 
countries.  For  a  long  time  they  have  been 
prohibited  in  France,  and  this  prohibition  has 
been  renewed  by  marine  ordinance.  Man  is 
beyond  price.  The  life  of  man  is  not  an  ob- 
ject of  trade,  and  it  is  odious  for  his  death  to 
become  matter  for  mercantile  speculation." 
Long  before  this,  however,  temporary  insur- 
ances on  lives  were  effected  topi'ovide  against 
hazards  of  a  definite  duration,  but  the  terms 
of  these  agreements  were  based  on  the  rough- 
est estimates. 

A  careful  and  accurate  record  of  births, 
deaths  and  marriages  has  been  kept  in  the 
city  of  Geneva,  in  Switzerland,  since  1549, 
and  is  the  oldest  continuous  register  of  this 
kind  now  extant.  From  an  examination  of 
this  it  appears  that  the  average  length  of  hu- 
man life  has  greatly  increased.  In  the  latter 
half  of  the  16th  centurj'  the  probability  was 
that  each  person  born  would  live  eight  years. 
Early  in  the  19th  century  the  average  had  in- 
creased to  forty  j-ears.  This  remarkable  im- 
provement in  average  longevity  may  be  ex- 
plained in  part  by  the  fact  that  the  proportion 
of  births  was  materially  reduced,  but  that  a 
greater  number  of  the  infants  born  were  pre- 
served. 

The  European  countries  have  generally 
adopted  systems  of  registration,  but  none  of 
these  is  of  very  great  age,  that  of  England 
having  been  established  in  1838.  These 
records  have  kept  pace  with  the  spread  of 
civilization  and  refinement  and  have  had  a 
potent  infiuence  in  bringing  about  those  im- 
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pi'ovements  which  presei've  the  health  and 
lengthen  the  life  of  mankind. 

The  firstscientifically constructed  mortality 
table  used  in  determining  rates  of  premiums 
for  life  insurance  was  that  prepared  by  Dr. 
Price  from  the  mortality  recoi'ds  of  Northam- 
ton  for  forty-six  years  prior  to  1780.  The 
death  rate  shown  to  have  prevailed  in  Carlisje 
for  eight  years  prior  to  1787  was  also  widely 
used  in  insurance  calculations.  Inasmuch  as 
these  tables  indicated  the  longevity  among 
the  general  population,  while  life  insurance 
companies  have  alwaj's  selected  their  mem- 
bers with  more  or  less  care,  it  is  plain  that  a 
rate  based  on  public  records  will  be  higher 
than  necessary  for  the  safe  conduct  of  a  com- 
pany. Moreover,  if  such  an  association  should 
take  all  who  presented  themselves  without 
selection,  the  membership  would  certainly  be 
far  inferior  in  point  of  vitality  to  the  general 
population,  and  ruin  would  inevitably  ensue. 

Exactly  the  contrary  will  occur  in  the  sale 
of  annuities,  for  the  person  who  sinks  his 
principal  in  annuity  is  pretty  likely  to  have 
reasons  for  believing  that  his  investment  will 
be  a  profitable  one.  Neglect  of  this  principle 
in  connection  with  a  curious  circumstance 
produced  a  theory  which  had  a  serious  result  for 
the  English  government.  At  the  time  of  the 
observations  on  which  the  Northampton  table 
was  based  there  were  living  in  that  town 
large  numbers  of  Baptists  who  repudiated  in- 
fant baptism,  and  by  thus  reducing  the  ratio 
of  baptisms  to  births.  Dr.  Price  was  led  to  be- 
lieve that  the  population  remained  stationary, 
while  it  was  as  a  matter  of  fact  increasing. 
The  average  lifetime  was  at  that  time  in 
reality  about  thirty  years,  while  Dr.  Price, 
being  misled  by  this  circumstance,  calculated 
it  to  be  only  twenty-four.  '  The  experience  of 
the  Equitable  Society  which  first  used  this 
table  showed  a  death  rate  one-third  less  than 
was  expected:  but  the  variation  on  this  side 
of  the  question  could  be  rectified  without 
serious  consequences.  The  table  was,  how- 
ever, adopted  by  thegovernment  for  thesaleof 
annuities,  and  before  the  error  was  correct- 
ed the  losses  amounted  to  about  two  mil- 
lion pounds. 

While  the  idea  of  paying  or  ceasing  to  pay 
certain  sums  of  money  on  the  termination  of 
human  lives  was  doutle&s  conceived  in  other 
lands  and  by  other  peoples,  it  is  certain  that 
in  England  and  by  Englishmen  this  idea  was 
reduced  to  a  system  and  removed  from  the 
domain  of  mere  chance  and  speculation.  It  is 
furthermore  probable  that  the  men  who  laid 
the  sure  foundations  of  this  mighty  institu- 


tion are  numbered  among  the  ancestors  of 
those  to  whom  is  due  the  credit  of  establish- 
ing and  conducting  in  the  United  States  life 
insurance  companies  which  have,  by  the  intel- 
ligence and  vigor  of  their  managers,  carried 
to  all  parts  of  the  civilized  world  the  benefits 
of  family  protection.  Although  many  schemes 
had  previously  been  devised  for  turning  the 
duration  of  life  to  account  in  business  or  spec- 
ulation, the  first  English  company  organized 
to  transact  business  involving  these  contin- 
gencies is  generally  considered  to  have  been 
the  Amicable  in  1706.  The  early  operations  of 
that  society  did  not  include  the  element  of 
risk,  but  only  provided  that  in  a  particular 
j'ear  a  named  sum  was  to  be  divided  among 
the  beneficiaries  of  those  dying  in  the  year, 
this  amount  being  secured  by  prepaid  contri- 
butions without  any  age  rating,  persons  in' 
good  health  being  admitted  as  members  be- 
tween the  ages  of  12  and  45. 

Prior  to  this,  a  company— the  Hand  in  Hand— had 
been  organized  in  1696  for  the  business  of  fire  in- 
surance, which  many  years  hiter  added  a  life 
branch  and  is  now  conducting  both  with  success. 

Life  insurance  as  a  business  based  on  anything 
approaching  scientific  principles,  guaranteeing  a 
fixed  sum  in  consideration  of  premiums  to  be  paid 
in  advance  and  graduated  in  accordance  with  some 
law  of  mortality,  may  fairly  be  said  to  have  begun 
with  the  oi-ganization  of  the  Equitable  Society  for 
the  Assurance  of  Life  and  Survivorship  in  1762.  Its 
first  rates  were  based  on  the  bills  of  mortality  in 
the  city  of  London  during  a  period  of  twenty  years, 
which  included  the  year  1740,  when  the  death  rate 
was  almost  equal  to  that  of  a  plague,  and  were  in 
consequence  unnecessarily  high.  The  later  pre- 
miums were  derived  from  the  Northampton  table, 
and  though  lower  than  the  original  rates,  were  still 
much  larger  than  those  g.fterwards  found  to  be 
sufficient. 

In  1765  the  Equitable  charged  for  a  $1,000  policy 
at  age  20  payable  at  death  an  annual  premium  of 
$37.66,  at  age  40,  $46.08,  and  at  age  60,  $82.58.  That 
the  premiums  charged  even  after  many  years  of 
experience  were  excessive,  was  clearly  shown  by 
a  comparison  of  the  actual  mortality  of  the  society 
with  the  theory  upon  which  these  premiums  were 
based.  In  the  twelve  years  preceding  1829  the  ex- 
pected deaths  by  the  Northampton  table  were 
2,248,  while  the  actual  claims  numbered  but  1,489. 

When  the  i-ecords  of  this  company  drew  the  atten- 
tion of  the  public  to  the  profits  accruing  from  the 
transaction  of  this  business  at  the  rates  then  cur- 
rent, it  is  not  to  be  wondered  that  numei'ous  simi- 
lar corporations  rapidly  came  into  being,  most  of 
them  being  on  the  stock  plan.  The  temptations 
which  these  operations  afforded  for  speculation, 
and  the  crimes  which  sometimes  resulted,  led  to 
what  was  known  as  "The  Gambling  Act"  in  1774, 
which  was  entitled  "An  act  for  regulating  insur- 
ance upon  lives  and  pi'ohibiting  all  such  insurance 
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except  in  cases  where  the  persons  insuring  shall 
have  an  interest  in  the  life  or  death  of  the  persons 
insured." 

It  was  in  the  nature  of  things  that  the  only  mor- 
tality tables  available  in  the  early  history  of  the 
business,  namely,  those  derived  from  public  rec- 
ords, would  in  time  be  abandoned  for  those  made 
up  from  the  experience  among  the  selected  lives  of 
the  companies  themselves,  when  that  experience 
should  be  sufficiently  extensive  to  furnish  valuable 
results.  The  decision  to  construct  a  table  from 
the  data  to  be  furnished  by  the  various  life  offices 
was  reached  in  1838.  Seventeen  companies,  includ- 
ing the  Amicable  and  Equitable,  contributed  their 
experience  comprising  83.905  assurances.  The  cal- 
culations were  made  under  the  direction  of  the 
most  skilled  mathematicians  of  the  day,  and  the 
result  was  a  table  adjusted  and  graduated  in  so 
masterly  a  manner  that  up  to  the  present  time  it 
has  been  used  more  generally  than  any  other.  It 
was  published  in  1843,  and  was  called  "  The  Actu- 
raries'  or  Combined  Experience  Table  of  Mortal- 
ity." 

Inasmuch  as  the  risk  of  death  is  greater  at  each 
age  than  it  was  at  that  next  previous,  the  pre- 
miums required  will  increase  as  the  life  advances. 
It  has  been  evident  from  a  very  early  day  that  a 
fixed  premium  will  in  most  eases  be  more  satis- 
factory to  the  insured,  and  safer  for  the  insurer, 
than  an  ascending  scale  which  creates  a  burden 
growing  with  advancing  years.  A  level  premium, 
therefore,  will  be  larger  than  the  contributions  to 
death  losses  require  in  the  early  years  of  insur- 
ance, and  this  surplus  must  be  invested  to  provide 
for  future  deficiencies.  The  rate  of  interest  which 
is  likely  to  be  realized  for  many  years  is,  conse- 
quently, a  vital  question,  and  calculations  have 
been  made  at  rates  varying  from  two  to  eight  per 
cent. 

Without  doubt  many  companies  had  previously 
granted  insurances  on  lives  found  to  be  under  the 
highest  standard,  on  terms  differing  from  those  ap- 
plicable to  the  ordinary  class  of  select  lives,  but 
it  was  not  until  1848  that  a  company  was  formed 
for  this  special  line  of  risks.  In  that  year,  the 
Gresham  was  founded,  under  the  advice  of  several 
life  offices,  lor  the  assurance  of  ordinary  and  de- 
clined lives,  and  was  the  first  company  which 
carefully  examined  into  the  real  condition  and 
prospects  of  the  great  mass  of  lives  declined  for 
possibly  insufficient  reasons  and  sought  the  assur- 
ance of  such  lives.  This  company  is  now  one  of  the 
most  active  and  progressive  in  England,  having 
accumulated  some  $40.0f)0.000  of  assets,  and  being 
among  the  foremost  in  the  amount  of  outstanding 
insurance.  Many  of  the  companies  in  Great  Britain 
have  successfully  prosecuted  the  business  of  as- 
suming risks  on  interior  lives,  with  profit,  and  to 
the  advantage  of  a  class  which  would  otherwise  be 
debarred  from  the  protection  afforded  by  life  insur- 
ance. 

The  entire  safety  of  this  if  pursued  with  intelli- 
gence and  care  cannot  be  doubted  by  anyone  who 
examines  th^  records  of  some  of  the  foreign  com- 
panies,   and    especially    that   of   the   Australian 


Mutual  Provident  Society,  whichis  now  the  largest 
life  company  of  the  British  kingdom  doing  business 
on  ordinary  plans.  It  was  established  in  1849,  and 
has  now  an  accumulation  of  funds  amounting  to 
some  $80,000,000.  Although  a  large  proportion  of  its 
members  are  classed  as  under  average,  they  have 
been  so  carefully  and  skillfully  classified,  that 
substantial  justice  has  been  done  to, all,  and  the 
results  attained  have  been  unsurpassed  in  any 
country. 

A  branch  of  the  business  which  has  grown  to 
enormous  proportions  was  first  brought  into  prom- 
inence by  the  Prudential  of  London,  established  in 
1848.  The  insurance  of  the  poorer  classes  for  com- 
paratively small  sums,  premiums  being  collected 
at  frequent  intervals,  has  now  reached  a  point 
which  this  company  alone  where  the  annual  pre- 
mium income  is  some  $25,000,000  and  the  policies  in 
force  number  more  than  12,000,000. 

Accident  insurance  also  originated  in  England, 
although  some  crude  agreements  appear  to  have 
been  made  involving  payments  in  consequence  of 
accidental  deaths,  in  other  countries,  as  early  as  the 
sixteenth  century.  The  first  company  organized  to 
assume  this  class  of  risks  was  established  in  1849, 
and  at  first  confined  its  operations  to  insurance 
against  railway  accidents.  The  annual  premium 
was  $5  for  an  insurance  of  $5,000  at  death,  and  a 
proportionate  amount  for  an  injury  not  resulting 
fatally.  The  companies  engaged  in  this  business 
gradually  extended  their  operations  in  other  di- 
rections, until  accidents  arising  from  all  causes 
were  included,  and  rates  were  adopted  in  accord- 
ance with  experience.  The  record  of  accidental 
deaths  compiled  under  the  General  Registration 
Act  shows  a  remarkable  uniformity,  the  total  mor- 
tality from  these  causes  in  England  and  Wales  for 
twenty  years  prior  to  1869  never  having  fallen  be- 
low 12,255,  and  never  risen  above  15.533  in  any  one 
year. 

While  America  was,  from  small  beginnings, 
growing  in  population  and  wealth  and  was  taking 
its  place  among  the  most  advanced  nations  in  civ- 
ilization and  refinement,  the  older  countries  were 
preparing  the  foundations  upon  which  was  to  be 
built  a  life  insurance  structure  so  vast  as  to  over- 
shadow that  of  any  other  people  or  time.  It  is  said 
that  at  the  beginning  of  the  19th  century  probably 
less  than  one  hundred  life  insurance  policies  were 
held  in  the  United  States,  and  the  Equitable  of 
England  was  more  than  eighty  years  old  when  the 
greatest  life  companies  the  world  has  ever  seen 
were  called  into  being.  In  a  little  more  than  half 
a  century  this  country  has  surpassed  any  other  in 
the  magnitude  of  these  operations.  The  story  is 
too  familiar  to  need  retelling  here.  Hundreds  of 
millions  have  been  collected  from  the  many  and 
paid  over  to  the  few,  who  have  thus  been  saved 
from  wretchedness,  or  invested  for  future  beneB- 
claries.  These  accumulations  have  established 
banks,  have  built  railways,  have  improved  cities, 
have  erected  buildings,  have  enabled  the  farmer 
to  break  the  soil  of  the  prairie  and  supply  the 
world  with  food.  There  is  no  industry  of  civiliza- 
tion which  life  insurance  has  not  aided,  and  it  de- 
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serves  the  I'osteriug  ciire  of  the  peoph;  and  the 
governments  which  they  establish  ami  direct. 
Life  insurance  has  accomplished  great  things  and 
is  destined  to  accomplish  still  greater,  but  it  can- 
not perform  the  impossible.  The  farmer  sows  a 
few  grains  of  wheat  and  with  the  help  of  nature 
reaps  a  harvest.  The  life  insurance  company  can- 
not receive  a  few  dollars  and  look  to  nature  to 
multiply  them  many  fold.  It  can  and  does  improve 
at  interest  the  dollars  of  its  policyholder,  but  he 
must  be  brought  to  understand  clearly  that  no  pro- 
tits,  poperly  so  called,  can  accrue  to  him,  if  our 
business  is  to  accomplish  its  greatest  and  best 
work. 

In  1757,  George  the  Second  being  then  king  of 
England,  a  petition  was  presented  to  the  secretary 
of  state  by  the  promoters  of  the  Equitable  setting 
forth  the  objects  of  the  scheme  as  follows :  "That 
great  numbers-  of  his  majesty's  subjects,  whose 
subsistence  principally  depends  on  the  salaries, 
stipends  and  other  incomes  payable  to  them  during 
their  natural  lives,  or  on  the  profits  arising  from 
their  several  trades,  occupation,  labor  and  indus- 
try, are  very  desirous  of  entering  into  a  society  for 
insuring  the  lives  of  each  other,  in  order  to  extend 
after  their  decease  the  benefit  of  their  present  in- 
comes to  their  families  and  relations,  who  may 
otherwise  be  reduced  to  extreme  poverty  and  dis. 
tress  by  the  premature  death  of  their  several  hus- 
bands, fathers  and  friends,  whichhumane  intention 
the  petitioners  humbly  apprehend  cannot  be  effect- 
ually carried  into  execution  without  his  majesty's 
royal  authorit.y  to  incorporate  them  for  that  pur- 
pose." 

Let  those  of  us  upon  whom  circumstances  have 
placed  the  duty  of  framing  plans  of  insurance,  and 
those  whose  lives  are  devoted  to  presenting  these 
plans  to  the  public,  carefully  consider  whether  this 
declaration  does  not  set  forth  all  that  is  legitimate 
in  life  insurance.  The  banker  has  his  own  proper 
sphere  and  without  him  the  world  of  to-day  could 
not  transact  its  business.  The  capitalist  invests 
his  funds  in  that  enterprise  which  promises  the 
largest  returns.  The  life  insurance  man  should 
not  seek  to  invade  these  fields.  He  cannot  return 
the  full  rate  of  interest  to  which  a  depositor  is  en- 
titled, for  the  inevitable  death  losses  impair  his 
power..  He  cannot  make  profits  in  business  by  the 
use  of  the  capital  placed  in  his  charge,  for  his 
funds  are  sacred  and  must  not  be  subjected  to  the 
risks  which  attend  ordinary  commercial  transac- 
tions, and  they  must,  moreover,  be  available  for 
the  payment  of  the  contracts  he  has  undertaken  to 
fulfill. 

No  one  plan  will  meet  the  varied  requirements 
which  spring  from  the  complex  life  of  to-day,  but 
in  every  policy  let  there  stand  forth  clearly  and  un- 
mistakably the  sentiment  contained  in  the  petition 
which  was,  more  than  a  century  and  a  half  ago, 
presented  to  the  ruler  of  the  people  who  made  pos- 
sible our  own  success  and  who  to-day  stand  nearest 
to  us  of  all  the  nations  of  the  earth.— John  M.  Hol- 
combe. 

Wkhstek,   "Lhoughtful  rather  than  wise," 


agrees  with  us  that  an  editor  is  "one  who 
edits,"  "especially  a  person  who  revises." 
The  lexicographer  quotes:  "Abelard  wrote 
many  philosophical  treatises  which  have  never 
been  edited." 


Pkesidext  James  of  the  N.  W.  National 
says  of  the  advance  in  rates  by  the  Western 
Union:  "We  have  always  held  that  most  of 
the  special  hazards  mentioned  should  pay 
about  50  per  cent,  increase  in  rates;  there- 
fore we  were  obliged  to  lengthen  our  prohib- 
ited list."  "The  general  agency  system  is 
largely  to  blame  for  the  present  rates,  and 
the  condition  of  the  fire  insurance  business." 
"The  general  agent  must  have  premiums,  or  his 
head  pays  the  penalty."  Especially  is  this  so 
of  the  foreign  company.  The  inference  is  that 
the  general  agents  feared  to  reduce  rates 
lest  they  reduce  premium  income  and  there- 
by cut  the  thread  from  which  the  sword  is 
suspended.  "We  are  opposed  to  any  increase 
in  rates  on  the  preferred  class  of  business." 
Yet  if  our  memory  is  right.  President  James 
not  so  long  ago  was  opposed  to  the  threatened 
reduction  on  preferred  business — at  least 
opposed  to  the  increased  commission  thereon 
and  incidental  "separation."  Further  from 
Mr.  James:  "Both  the  agent  and  ourselves 
should  feel  kindly  toward  the  members  of  the 
Western  Union  for  confining  themselves  to 
legitimate  work,  instead  of,  as  usual,  trying 
to  legislate  to  force  independent  companies 
into  the  Union.  They  will  learn  in  time  that 
it  is  better  to  work  for  harmony  of  interests, 
than  to  keep  up  their  senseless  demoraliza- 
tions." The  Northwestern  National  "is  not 
a  low  rate  company  and  our  opponents  know 
this  for  a  fact,  except  in  such  places  where 
the  Western  Union  insist  on  separation  in 
order  to  steal  our  business."  We  are  some- 
what surprised,  Mr.  James,  for  we  have  been 
informed  that  California  agents  have  been 
authorized  to  write  at  66%  of  Board  rates, 
except  on  farm  risks,  which  are  not  written 
at  any  price.  This  is  the  story  that,  comes  to 
us,  and  we  marvel  greatly,  as  the  average 
loss  ratio  outside  of  San  Francisco  is  over  60 
per  cent,  of' Board  premiums. 


The  Vindicator  prints  some  new  valued  pol- 
icy statistics  which  are  worthy  of  careful 
reading.  But  we  cannot  agree  with  any  con- 
clusion which  does  not  condemn  the  law  as  a 
breeder  of  arson.  When  a  premium  is  put  on 
crime,  some  responsibility  for  the  crime  must 
be  charged  to  the  law  which  implies  the  pre- 
mium or  reward. 
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Was  He  Sorry? 

It  was  a  $20,000  life  policy,  and  the 
general  agent's  company  banned  it  on  ac- 
count of  age.  He  was  thei'efore  obliged 
to  place  it  in  another  company,  at  a  lower 
commission  of  course.  In  less  than  a 
year  the  insured  died.  It  was  then  found 
that  the  age  at  the  date  of  the  policy  was 
a  little  under  instead  of  a  little  over  the 
limit,  as  the  general  agent  had  under- 
stood. His  company  had  saved  $20,000, 
and  a'"hated  rival"  had  lost  it,  through 
the  misunderstanding — but  the  agent  had 
also  lost  a  neat  little  sum  for  commission. 


Insuring  Life  Solicitors. 

There  ai"e  probably  two  views  as  to 
whether  it  pays  to  insure  life  solicitors  as 
a  protection  for  money  advanced  to  them. 
It  is  the  practice  of  some  very  successful 
managers  to  thus  protect  themselves  in 
some  degree  fi-om  loss  of  money  advanced 
to  their  solicitors.  The  honest  as  well  as 
the  dishonest  business  producer  may  fail 
or  be  neglectful  for  a  .season,  or  may  re- 
quire time  and  opportunity  despite  his 
favorable  record.  Bad  faith  may  also 
work  intentional  loss.  We  recall  one  case 
where  a  somewhat  notorious  solicitor  was 
employed  on  specious  promises  of  first 
class  business  he  was  able  to  write,  and 
he  was  able  to  point  to  I'ecent  good  con- 
duct. He  was  advanced  a  goodly  sum 
and  went  to  "work."  His  reports  of 
progress  were  encouraging  from  morning 
to  morning.  His  employer,  slightly 
suspicious,  however,  employed  a  detec- 
tive to  shadow  the  reformed  solicitor. 
The  detective  discovered  that  the  fellow 
was  "working"  his  employer,  and  was 
traveling  the  cocktail  route.  It  is  not 
such  losses,  however,  that  the  prudent 
manager  seeks  to  cover  with  a  policy  of 
life  insurance. 

One  San  Francisco  manager,  who  re- 
cently cashed  a  policy  on  the  life  of  a 
debtor  solicitor  in  another  state,  found 
that  with  interest  the  amount  of  the  debt 
plus  the  premium  paid  was  largely  in 
excess  of  the  insurance.  Another  San 
Francisco  manager  paid  the  premiums  on 
the  insurance  on  the  life  of  a  debtor  solic- 


itor for  seventeen  years,  and  in  all  that 
time  was  unable  to  locate  him.  Not  long 
ago  he  learned  that  the  solicitor  had  died 
in  a  distant  state  about  fifteen  years  ago. 
The  facts  were  submitted  to  the  company, 
which  promptly  paid  the  claim  and  re- 
turned the  premiums  paid  after  the  in- 
sured had  died.  The  only  alloy  in  the 
manager's  happiness  was  the  refusal  of 
the  company  to  accept  his  view  and  pay 
interest  on  the  excess  premiums  as  well. 


Changes. 
Such  changes  of  management  or  gen- 
eral agency  or  special  agency,  as  are 
always  inevitable,  seldom  occur  at  this 
season  of  the  year.  There  is  therefore  a 
dearth  of  San  Francisco  news,  and  little 
foundation  for  the  interesting  super- 
structure of  current  rumors,  so  indus- 
triously reared  in  these  quiet  and  un- 
amusing  days.  January  and  February 
may  yield  some  changes  of  more  or  less 
importance.  The  country  without  annals 
is  said  to  be  happy;  and  it  may  be  said  of 
fire  underwriting  in  San  Francisco  that 
at  the  present  time  it  is  blessed  with  an 
absence  of  material  for  "annals." 


Higher  Expenses  in  the  Pacific  "West. 

Every  branch  of  business  in  the  Pacific 
West  is  conducted  at  a  higher  expense 
ratio  than  in  the  East.  This  is  notably 
the  case  with  fire  insurance.  The  Pacific 
West  is  an  empire  territorially.  It  in- 
cludes nearly  half  the  area  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  a  district  of  magnificent  dis- 
tances. 

Very  generally  the  cost  of  living,  as 
well  as  the  cost  of  transportation,  is 
affected  by  these  distances.  Fire  insur- 
ance is  therefore  necessarily  conducted  at 
a  higher  expense  ratio  than  in  the  East. 
It  will  doubtless  be  many  years  before 
the  average  expense  ratio  on  the  Coast 
will  be  as  low  as  the  average  where  pop- 
vilation  is  dense. 


Can  it  be  possible  that  the  local  agents 
of  Texas  have  discovered  a  way  to  make 
the  politicians  respex^t  them?  They  have 
joined  the  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
and    will    be  sub-unions,  duly    numbered 
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and  potential.  They  will  agree  not  to 
work  for  less  than  an  ag-reed  "minimum 
wage,"  like  other  laborers.  The  "wage" 
is  the  premium  rate,  including  commis- 
sion. As  members  of  a  labor  union  the 
locals  may  be  able  to  persuade  the  author- 
ities that  they  are  not  evading  the  anti- 
compact  law. 


The  Agreement, 

The  outlook  for  the  success  of  the 
"agreement  of  1900"  continues  to  grow 
less  promising.  It  has  not  been  definitely 
abandoned,  but  the  interest  in  its  success 
is  plainly  lukewarm.  The  elimination  of 
the  severer  features  has  .won  new  signers, 
but  at  the  same  time  has  in  a  degree 
affected  the  zeal  of  powerful  offices.  Shorn 
of  much  that  originally  gave  the  agree- 
ment power  for  good  or  evil,  it  now  seems 
mild  enough  to  secure  the  signatures  of 
any  office  unwilling  to  commit  itself  to 
any  radical  undertaking.  The  question 
seriously  presents  itself.  Are  the  com- 
panies as  a  whole  in  earnest?  Do  they 
want  at  this  time  an  alteration  of  present 
conditionsV  Theoretically,  the  effect  of 
these  unfavorable  conditions  is  the  elimi- 
nation of  the  weaker  offices;  but  prac- 
tically, this  effect  does  not  always,  does 
not  often  in  fact,  follow  a  period  of  ex- 
cessive losses  or  of  bad  practices.  Good 
management  and  local  connections  will 
always  preserve  the  smaller  office;  and 
bad  management  and  excessive  losses  are 
about  as  fatal  to  large  as  to  small  com- 
panies. 

A  CURIOUS  fire  insurance  story  is  told 
in  connection  with  the  Manchester  Assur- 
ance Co.  It  is  told  in  the  London  Cour- 
ier of  October  3,  1825.  "Just  in  time. — 
On  Wednesday  moi-ning  last,  Mr.  Hewitt, 
the  trunk  maker,  whose  shop  is  situated 
under  the  warehouse  which  was  burnt 
down  in  Lord-street,  Liverpool,  applied 
at  the  Manchester  Assurance  Office,  in 
that  town,  for  a  fireman,  to  ascertain 
from  whence  the  smell  of  burning  which 
prevailed  in  his  premises  proceeded.  The 
man,  after  making  the  examination,  and 
finding,  as  he  supposed,  all  safe,  advised 
^L  Mr.  H.  to  insure  his  property.  This  ad- 
H[    vice  he  was  not  slow  to  take,  and  repair- 


ing  to  the  fire  office,  said  that  he  wished 
to  insure  his  property  to  the  amount  of  a 
hundred  pounds!  'A  hundred  pounds,' 
said  the  active  agent,  'you  had  better  in- 
sure two  hundred. '  'Very  well, '  said  Mr. 
Hewitt,  'two  hundred  be  it.'  The  in- 
structions were  accordingly  received  for 
that  sum,  and  before  the  ink  was  well  dry 
upon  the  paper,  the  premises  were  burnt 
down. " 

The    Connecticut     Fire    and    the     California 
Insurance  Commissioner. 

The  California  insurance  commissioner  re- 
cently sued  the  Connecticut  Fire  Insurance 
Company  for  fees  alleged  to  be  due  under  the 
retaliator.v  law.  No  former  commissioner 
ever  took  this  view  of  the  law  as  applying-  to 
insurance  companies  from  Connecticut,  which 
imposes  a  license  fee  of  $2  for  each  agent. 

Judge  Murasky  of  the  superior  court  of  San 
Francisco,  however,  ruled  that  under  the  re- 
taliatory law  the  Connecticut  Fire  was 
liable  for  a  fee  of  $2  on  each  local  agent's  cer- 
tificate. The  company  had  never  declined  to 
pay  these  fees. 

A  representative  of  the  Connecticut  imme- 
diately visited  the  office  of  the  insurance  com- 
missioner, with  a  sack  of  coin  and  a  list  of  the 
company's  local  agents  in  the  state.  The 
money  due  was  tendered  the  commissioner, 
but  he  refused  to  accept  it,  and  x'aised  various 
objections.  His  request  that  the  list  of  names 
be  left  with  him,  however,  while  he  was  giv- 
ing the  matter  further  consideration,  was  not 
complied  with. 

The  time  for  the  company  to  file  its  answer 
expired  on  Monday,  October  1,  but  on  the 
previous  Friday  the  commissioner  went  into 
court  and  represented  that  the  defendant 
company's  time  had  expired.  Judge  Murasky 
thereupon  gave  judgment  against  the  Con- 
necticut by  default,  evidently  in  the  belief 
that  the  company  had  intentionally  ignored 
the  matter,  designing  to  carry  the  case  up. 
The  clerk  did  not  enter  the  judgment,  as  he 
found  that  the  time  to  make  answer  did  not 
expire  until'  Monday.  Meantime,  the  judge 
had  gone  to  the  country. 

As  soon  as  Judge  Muraskj^  returned  and 
learned  the  facts  he  set  the  judgment  aside. 
The  company  has  submitted  its  answer  and 
the  day  for  hearing  will  be  set  soon.  No 
doubt  is  entertained  as  to  a  favorable  issue. 

The  Connecticut  Fire  is  the  only  company 
that  has  steadily  refused  to  pay  the  illegal 
tax  for  the  alleged  relief  of  firemen.  The  su- 
preme court  pi'onounced  the  tax  unconstitu- 
tional. 


536 


The   Coast   ReVievO 


Indestructible  Truths. 

There  are  many  amoug-  you  who  will  re- 
member Bartle  Massey,  one  of  the  characters 
in  George  Elliot's  novel,  Adam  Bede.  He 
was  an  old,  lame,  schoolmaster,  conspicuous 
for  his  bitter  contempt  for  the  female  sex 
and  his  cutting  reinarks  on  their  defects  and 
weaknesses.  On  one  occasion,  having  been 
betrayed  into  something  like  a  compliment  to 
one  of  those  whom  he  professed  to  scorn  so 
heartily,  he  made  haste  to  add,  "I  dare  say 
she's  like  the  rest  o'  the  women — thinks  two 
and  two' 11  come  to  make  five,  if  she  cries  and 
bothers  enough  about  it." 

It  is  this  mental  attitude,  this  refusal  to 
acknowledge  that  there  are  laws  that  are  ab- 
solute!}' fixed  and  unchangeable,  that  is  the 
subject  of  my  remarks;  and  I  justify  my  use 
of  the  title  "Indestructible  Truths"  (which 
you  may  have  condemned  already),  by  asking 
you  to  notice,  first,  that  there  are  many  per- 
sons, men  as  well  as  women,  who  think  that 
the  trampling  down  of  a  truth  that  displeases 
them  is  no  great  task;  and,  secondly,  that 
many  of  the  things  that  have  been  most 
widely  held  as  unquestionable  truths  in  one 
age,  have  been  shown,  in  a  later  one,  to  be 
without  any  foundation  in  fact.  Therefore, 
because,  to  many  minds,  familiar  and  well- 
established  ti-uths  seem  destructible  in  par- 
ticular cases,  and  because  things  generally 
accepted  as  truths  have  often  at  a  later  time 
been  proved  to  be  false,  I  venture  to  use  the  dis- 
tinctive phrase,  indestructible  truths  .... 

A  curious  illustration  of  the  fascination  there 
is  in  trying  to  do  by  indirect  ways  what  can- 
not be  accomplished  by  direct  attack  on  the 
rudimentary  principles  only,  and  a  striking 
evidence  of  the  ease  with  which  one  may  be 
deceived  by  his  own  eyes,  were  furnished 
twenty  years  ago  by  what  was  called  the 
fifteen  puzzle,  or  game  of  fifteen.  It  consisted, 
as  many  of  you  will  remember,  of  fifteen 
square,  numbered  blocks  in  a  square  box  just 
large  enough  to  hold  these  fifteen  and  one 
more;  the  problem  was  to  change  the  order  of 
the  blocks  from  one  given  sequence  toanothei-, 
by  moving  one  block  at  a  time  into  the  square 
then  vacant.  The  question  whether  this 
could  be  done,  or  not,  literally  raged  over  the 
country;  metropolitan  newspapers  discussed 
it;  men  argued  and  quarreled  over  it,  until  it 
was  a  foi-bidden  topic  in  places  of  public  re- 
sort; hundreds  of  honest  men  and  women  de- 
clared that  it  could  be  done  and  had  been 
done;  scientists  of  high  standing  gave  their 
attention  to  it;  rewards  were  offered  for  a 
written  description  of  the  manner  of  doing  it, 


but  they  never  had  to  be  paid,  and  when  all 
was  over  these  points  remained  as  a  result: 
First,  the  stated  change  in  the  order  of  the 
blocks  could  not  be  made;  second,  all  who 
claimed  to  have  made  it  or  to  have  seen  it 
made  were  either  mistaken  or  deceiving,  and 
they  were  many  and  earnest  at  the  time; 
third,  while  a  smaller  number  of  blocks  in  a 
smaller  box  would  have  illustrated  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  thing  and  shown  why  the  puzzle 
was  insoluble,  the  larger  number  permitted 
many  millions  of  changes  in  the  order  of  the 
blocks  and  continually  beguiled  the  woi'ker 
with  the  hope  that  just  ahead  of  him  was  a 
path  that  would  lead  to  success. 

In  spite  of  these  mistakes  and  falacies  and 
of  all  that  they  teach,  I  think  we  shall  all 
agree  that  there  ay-e  truths  that  are  fixed  and 
eternal,  that  become  better  established  as 
they  become  better  known,  and  that  are  never 
attacked  without  the  ultimate  discomfiture  of 
the  assailant.  Nor  do  I  now  refer  especially 
to  the  great  fundamental  moral  truths  that 
are  never  disputed  by  any  one,  unless  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  how  gi-eat  a  Philistine  he 
can  be. 

And  it  is  worth  noticing  that  when  one  is 
found  trying  to  run  counter  to  one  of  these  es- 
tablished laws,  he  is  commonly  under  the  in- 
fluence of  hope  of  some  personal  gain  or  ad- 
vantage, that  in  very  many  cases  has  a  pecu- 
niary form. 

For  example :  For  more  than  a  year  there 
was  carried  on  at  144  Floyd  street,  Brooklyn, 
the  business  of  a  so-called  Franklin  syndicate, 
run  by  one  William  F.  Miller.  He  advertised 
for  money  deposits,  upon  which  interest  was 
to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  520  per  cent,  a  year; 
when  the  time  came  for  Miller  to  defend  him- 
self against  a  charge  of  grand  larceny,  it  was 
found  that  his  books  gave  evidence  of  there 
having  been  more  than  thirteen  thousand  in- 
vestors, who  have  put  more  than  a  million 
dollars  into  the  trap  so  preposterously  baited. 
Who  can  believe  that  there  were  not  a  great 
many  of  this  great  bodj'  of  people  who  knew 
in  their  hearts,  and  more  who  ought  to  have 
known,  that  such  a  return  of  profits  was  too 
absurd  to  be  soberly  considered,  but  who  were 
dazzled  by  the  hope  of  fabulous  gains,  and 
threwawaj'  entirely  whatever  good  judgment 
they  possessed,  trusting  to  the  appearance  of 
some  miracle-worker  on  the  field,  who  would 
over-ride  the  best  established  laws  of  finance 
and  in  some  way  make  good  the  promises  to 
which  they  had  lent  foolish  ears? 

It  will  be  noticed  that  I  am  not  separating 
the  falacies  of  dishonesty  from  the  falacies  of 
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ioiwraiicc.  They  may  be  treated  as  being  in 
the  same  class,  so  fai*  as  their  cousequeDces 
are  concerned;  and  while  false  doctrines  are 
sometimes  taught  with  the  most  perfect  good 
faith,  in  other  cases  there  is  a  blending  of  ig- 
norance with  intentions  not  perfectly  upriglit 
that  would  make  it  hard  to  decide  whether 
the  teacher  should  be  grouped  with  the  sim- 
ply mistaken  ones  or  with  the  intentional 
deceivers. 

Now  what  is  the  bearing  of  this  discussion 
on  the  subject,  the  consideration  of  which  has 
brought  us  here  together  from  so  many  differ- 
ent places  and  directions,  the  mighty  institu- 
tion of  life  insurance?  That  mighty  institu- 
tion requires  the  support  that  you  gentlemen 
can  and  do  give  it;  it  needs  to  be  brought  to 
the  attention  of  the  insurable  part  of  the  com- 
munity by  the  energj',  the  persevei'ance,  the 
power  of  persuasion,  the  enthusiasm,  the 
hopefulness,  that  are  yours  in  such  large 
abundance.  But  this  is  not  all;  it  requires 
for  its  well-being  that  the  foundation  stones 
should  be  jointly  and  severally,  each  and  all, 
from  the  quarry  of  unchanging  principles,  of 
indestructible  truths.  This  you  have  hearu 
many  times, — already  you  know  it,  and  you 
believe  it  in  general;  are  you  sometimes  in- 
clined to  think  that  there  may  be  a  too  rigid 
insistence  on  the  application  of  the  rule  ;  that 
there  ought  to  be  occasional  exceptions  and 
some  flexibility  in  its  application? 

Let  us  go  a  little  into  detail.  Life  insur- 
ance may  be  described  as  a  great  equalizer.  It 
says  to  mankind,  ye  who  are  now  well  must 
all  at  some  time,  die ;  some  will  die  next  year, 
which  ones  no  one  can  foretell ;  some  will  die 
in  the  year  following,  and  some  in  each  year 
until  extreme  old  age  has  been  attained  and 
the  last  one  succumbs.  If  you  will  all  contri- 
bute year  hy  year  of  your  earnings,  I,  the 
Equalizer,  will  see  to  it  that  those  who  die 
first  shall  leave  provision  for  those  for  whom 
it  is  their  joy  to  care  while  they  live,  and  that 
those  who  die  last  shall  also  leave  for  their 
heirs  an  equal  portion  of  the  common  fund. 
What  is  the  first  essential  forcarry  ing  out  such 
a  scheme?  Obviously  a  knowledge,  as  ac- 
curate as  may  be,  of  the  number  of  deaths 
that  will  each  year  take  place  among  a  given 
group  of  living  persons,  or  at  the  least  a  state- 
ment of  the  greater  and  lesser  limits  between 
which  that  number  will  lie.  And  so  we  have 
the  long  story  of  the  efforts  made  by  patient 
men  to  get  at  these  facts.  They  began  like 
men  who  would  build  a  breakwater  in  a  tur- 
bulent sea  and  who  at  first  throw  overboard 
loose  stone,  until  they  have  piled  up  enough 


to  give  them  something  to  stand  on.  Dr. 
Price  took  for  his  material,  statistics  of  the 
deaths,  for  a  term  of  years,  in  the  town  of 
Northampton,  England,  and  in  1783  published 
his  Northampton  table  of  mortality,  the  first 
table  used  as  a  basis  for  life  insurance,  and 
one  that  has  been  extensively  employed. 

Then  in  1815  Mr.  Milne  published  the  Car- 
lisle table,  based  on  the  bills  of  mortality  in 
the  town  of  Carlisle  for  the  nine  years  begin- 
ning with  1779,  covering  fully  1,840  deaths. 
This  famous  table  has  been  used  as  the  foun- 
dationforavastnumber  of  insurancecontracts, 
and  the  general  results  it  gives  are  surpris- 
ingly near  those  of  the  most  modern  tables. 
After  the  tables  of  this  class  had  been  in  use 
for  some  time  and  a  considerable  business  in 
life  insurance  had  grown  up,  new  investiga- 
tions were  made,  based  on  the  actual  experi- . 
ence  of  the  companies;  these  we  might  liken 
to  the  superstructure  of  the  breakwater, 
built  of  matched  stoue,  and  finished  accord- 
ing to  the  model  prepared  by  the  engineer. 
In  1838  was  begun  the  work  of  collecting  data 
for  what  is  now  known  as  the  Actuaries'  or 
Seventeen  Offices'  Experience.  This  as  you 
know  has  been  followed  by  investigations  by 
various  companies  and  groups  of  companies  in 
Great  Britain,  America,  and  elsewhere,  as 
well  as  by  studies  of  the  death  rate  in  the 
population  at  large,  until  there  is  no  conclu- 
sion of  .social  science  better  established  than 
the  closely  approximated  probability  of  dying, 
for  any  given  age,  among  selected  lives  in  the 
healthy  parts  of  North  America  and  Great 
Britain,  to  speak  in  the  most  conservative 
manner.  Now  is  this  fact  universally  ac- 
cepted and  acted  upon,  or  have  there  been 
those  who,  influenced  by  the  hopes  already 
alluded  to,  have  undertaken  to  defy  these 
conclusions  and  build  on  a  foundation  of  their 
own?  Do  we  sometimes  find  organizations  to 
which  we  may  well  apply  the  words  of  the 
Duke,  in  "Measure  for  Measure,"  where  he 
says  "There  is  scarce  truth  enough  alive  to 
make  societies  secure"? 

In  this  year's  report  of  the  insurance  com- 
missioner of  Connecticut  is  to  be  found  this 
paragraph  :-^ 

"For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  the  subject 
of  furnishing  safe  insurance  upon  a  plan  not  fully 
recognizing  the  laws  of  mortality  and  the  interest 
factor,  as  they  apply  to  and  are  involved  in  level 
premium  rates,  has  engaged  the  thought  and  at- 
tention of  actuaries,  and  various  methods  and 
plans  have  been  devised  whereby  it  was  claimed 
that  insurance,  permanent  in  character,  could  be 
furnished  upon  a  basis  other  than  that  which  sci- 
entific and  mathematical  calculations  have  deter- 
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mined,  and  experience  has  shown,  to  be  the  only 
basis  element  of  safety;  but  failure  has  attended 
all  of  these  efforts,  and  the  object  sought  to  be 
realized  has  not  been,  and,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
cannot  be  attained." 

What  did  it  matter  when  these  devices 
were  being  presented  to  the  public,  that  ac- 
tuaries pointed  to  the  mortality  table,  and 
demonstrated  by  the  simplest  arithmetical 
calculations  that  noprocess  of  introducing  new 
blood,  nor  other  manipulation  could  change 
the  ultimate  result,, and  that  the  proposed 
foundation  was  the  veriest  sand  ?  Nothing  at 
all ;  the  honest  leaders  of  benevolent  societies 
were  hopeful;  the  money-seeking  projectors 
of  new  organizations  were  confident;  the  ofH- 
cers  of  old  and  established  companies  were,  it 
was  said,  too  much  prejudiced  and  too  deeply 
and  selfishly  interested  to  be  worthy  of  belief ; 
and  so  the  game  went  on,  and  as  the  child 
heartily  accepts  but  little  of  what  he  is  told, 
until  he  has  found  by  some  pains  of  his  own 
that  it  is  true,  so  the  believers  in  assessment 
insurance  came  only  by  the  education  of  ex- 
perience to  know  as  sound  doctrine  what  they 
scoffed  at  when  it  was  first  offered  to  them. 
They  were  compelled  to  acknowledge  that 
two  and  two  could  not  be  made  into  five. 

So  with  the  laws  of  medical  selection ;  while 
no  one  would  claim  that  we  yet  know  all  that 
can  be  known  about  the  diagnosis  of  disease 
and  the  separation  of  desirable  risks  from  un- 
desirable ones,  yet  there  are  many  well-es- 
tablished general  principles  by  which  wise 
men  will  govern  their  action;  and  a  risk  that, 
taken  by  itself,  might  seem  worthy  of  ap- 
proval, is  properly  rejected  because  it  belongs 
to  a  class  that  experience  has  shown  to  be  on 
the  whole  poor  risks.  In  other  words,  estab- 
lished general  principles  must  be  observed, 
even  though  at  the  moment,  and  in  the  particu- 
lar case,  they  do  not  seem  to  be  justified  .   .    . 

Nor  is  it,  by  any  means,  only  among  insur- 
ance men  that  the  desire  to  work  miracles 
shows  itself.  The  insurer,  for  example,  natur- 
ally expects  that  the  single-premium  for  a 
thousand  dollars  of  paid-up  insurance  will  be  a 
good  deal  less  than  one  thousand  dollars;  but 
when  the  pi-oblem  is  reversed  and  a  present 
indebtedness  is  to  be  off.set  by  the  cancella- 
tion of  an  equivalent  amount  of  insurance, 
how  often  does  he  think  that  the  note  of,  say, 
a  hundred  dollars  should  be  fully  paid  by  sub- 
tracting one  hundred  dollars  from  the  amount 
of  paid-up  insurance  that  ^vould  otherwise  be 
due?  Or  when  the  value  of  a  lapsed  policy 
has  been  fully  and  fairly  consumed  in  paying 
for  temporary  insurance,  how  often  does  a  very 
intelligent  policyholder  say  and  feel  that  as 


no  money  loss  has  been  paid  under  his  policy, 
the  company  could  and  should  pay  cash  for  its 
surrender? 

How  many  times  has  it  been  represented  to 
a  company  that  a  policyholder  who  has  lived 
to  the  end  of  what  was,  at  the  time  he  was 
insured,  his  "expectation.s  of  life"  has  paid 
all  that  is  necessary  for  the  company  to  re- 
ceive from  him,  and  may  safely  be  treated 
like  the  holder  of  a  matured  endowment 
policy  and  given  the  amount  of  his  insurance? 
This  comes  from  a  failure  to  apprehend  the 
great  underlying  principle  that  insurance  is 
based  on  the  law  of  average,  and  it  well  illus- 
trates how  the  selfish  instinct  warps  the 
judgment.  When  a  policy  is  terminated  by 
death  in  the  first  year  of  its  existence,  it  is 
seen  without  difficulty  that  the  amount  pay- 
able is  the  full  face  of  the  policy,  however 
small  may  have  been  the  premium  paid,  be- 
cause the  contract  promised  this,  and  because 
the  company  managers  knew  that  a  certain 
small  proportion  of  its  members  would  die 
thus  early  ;  but  when  the  insured  lives  longer, 
as  in  the. case  first  stated,  this  line  of  reason- 
ing is  dropped  and  the  individual  account  is 
considered  by  itself,  without  any  regard  to  its 
obligations  to  the  other  insurers,  past  and 
present,  who  made  up  the  company.  These 
instances  are  not  cited  as  cases  of  honest  de- 
sires, but  as  of  the  failure  to  grasp  foundation 
truths  that  is  the  subject  of  my  story. 

If  one  of  your  policyholders  is  about  to  enter 
the  army,  do  not  allow  him  to  think  that  a 
fair  and  honest  way  to  fix  the  compensation 
for  the  extra  risk  would  be  to  name  a  moder- 
ate extra  premium  to  be  deducted  from  the 
claim  onlj'  in  case  of  death  due  to  the  special 
hazard;  for  this  also  would  be  to  set  aside  the 
law  of  average  by  collecting  payment  from 
only  a  few  for  a  special  pi'otection  that  had 
been  equally  enjoyed  by  many  others;  nor  is 
this  plan  one  of  my  imagining,  as  the  history 
of  extra  premium  charges  in  1861  will  .show. 

Perhaps  your  company  has  adopted  the  quite 
legitimate  plan  of  paying  losses  in  install- 
ments and  charging  for  each  thousand  dollars 
so  paid  a  reduced  premium,  bearing  the  same 
relation  to  the  regular  premium  that  the  com- 
muted value  of  the  installments  bears  to  a 
thousand  dollars  payable  in  cash ;  do  not,  in 
such  a  case,  represent  or  think  that  the  insur- 
ance under  the  one  contract  is  cheaper  insur- 
ance than  under  the  other,  or  that  there  is  to 
be  a  greater  total  value  received  for  each  dol- 
lar of  premium  paid  on  the  installment  policy, 
than  for  a  dollar  paid  on  a  policy  of  the  usual 
form. 
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Or  if  the  form  of  benefit  promised  includes 
the  paj'ment,  for  a  term  of  years,  of  fifty  dol- 
lars per  annum  on  each  thousand  dollars 
named  in  the  face  of  the  policj%  do  not  con- 
sider that  paj'ment  to  be  merelj'  interest,  se- 
cured by  the  unusual  financial  ability  of  the 
company's  treasurer,  for  a  moment's  reflection 
will  show  you  that  the  company  is  not  invest- 
ing its  funds  so  as  to  earn  five  per  cent,  net, 
and  that  a  portion  of  the  promised  annuity 
must  be  specifically  provided  for  in  the  com- 
putation of  the  premium  rate. — Oscar  B. 
Ireland. 

The  Tontine  Savings  Association. 

Several  years  ago  the  Coast  Review  felt 
called  upon  to  warn  the  unthinking  portion  of 
the  public  against  the  specious  promises  of  the 
"diamond"  baiting  humbug,  the  Tontine  Sav- 
ings Association  of  Minneapolis,  which  had  of- 
fices in  the  Examiner  building.  A  number  of 
persons  interviewed  the  editor  concerning 
the  "plans"  and  undertakings  of  the  Tontine 
Savings,  and  were  so  directed  that  their 
steps  henceforth  led  not  in  the  direction  of 
the  devourer  of  savings. 

The  building  and  loan  commissioners  de- 
clare the  association  to  be  "a  gambling  de- 
vice of  the  most  vicious  nature.  The  princi- 
ples upon  which  it  claims  to  operate  are 
wholly  fallacious." 

The  Tontine  Savings  professes  to  be  oper- 
ated on  the  basis  of  life  insurance  experience ; 
at  least,  it  formerly  paraded  figures  of  that 
nature.  It  is  really  the  old  "self-endowment" 
scheme  in  disguise,  promising  diamonds  in- 
stead of  maturing  coupons,  and  offering  to 
buy  the  diamonds  at  a  stipulated  figure  if  the 
receiver  should  be  disappointed. 


An  Heir  Who  Did  Not  Pay  a  Share  of  the 
Premiums.— Alice  L.  Stockwell,  Los  Angeles, 
has  begun  suit  to  recover  on  a  life  insurance 
of  *5,000  left  by  her  late  mother,  Sarah  L. 
Yeomans,  to  herself  and  four  other  children. 
The  plaintiff  alleges  that  prior  to  the  death  of 
her  mother  she  paid  premiums  on  the  policy, 
amounting  to  $525.  It  is  alleged  that  one  of 
the  children,  Marian  A.  Whissen,  did  not  con- 
tribute toward  the  payment  of  the  premiums. 
Mrs.  Yeomans,  the  mother,  died  in  1892.  The 
insurance  company  has  offered  to  pay  the  pol- 
icy, but  Mrs.  Whissen  refuses  to  sign  a  re- 
ceipt for  the  same  unless  she  is  paid  $1,000  as 
her  share.  Mrs.  Stockwell  has  assignments 
of  the  claims  of  the  other  three  children,  and 
asks  the  court  to  determine  the  amount  due 
to  each  heir.  She  claims  that  a  proportionate 
reduction  should  be  made   from  Mrs.    Whis- 


sen's  share  on  account  of  the  payment  of  the 
premiums  not  having  been  shared  by  her. 

Assessment  Life  Contracts. 

Plaintiff  (Chas.  A.  Ebert)  became  a  policy- 
holder in  the  Mutual  Reserve  Fund,  an  assess- 
ment concern,  when  fifty-eight  years  of  age. 
His  bi-monthly  assessment  was  then  $4  per 
thousand,  or  118.09  on  a  13, 000  policy.  This  rate 
wasadvanced  until  when  he  was  seventy  years 
of  age,  when  his  assessment  became  $40.50. 
Then  he  refused  to  pay  and  his  policy  was 
cancelled.  He  sued  for  damages.  He  lost  his 
case  and  appealed  to  the  supreme  court,  which 
reverses  the  judgment  of  the  lower  court  and 
orders  a  new  trial. 

The  Minnesota  supreme  court  makes  the 
following  rules  with  regard  to  assessment  life 
insurance  contracts : 

1.  One  who  takes  out  a  policy  therein  enters  into 
a  contract  which  includes  and  is  construed  with 
reference  to  the  policy,  application,  constitution, 
by-laws  and  enabling  act. 

2.  The  board  of  directors  of  such  association 
have  authority  to  change  the  rates  of  assessment 
from  time  to  time  to  meet  the  death  losses  and  ex- 
penses, provided  the  apportionment  is  equitable. 

3.  In  the  absence  of  such  authority  by  the  con- 
tract, the  dij-ectors  cannot  arbitrarily  place  all 
members  who  joined  prior  to  a  certain  year  into  a 
class  by  themselves  and  advance  their  ages  each 
year  as  assessments  are  made,  while  all  members 
joining  after  that  date  are  assessed  as  of  the  age 
of  .entry. 

i.  Such  discrimination  against  the  old  and  in 
favor  of  new  members  is  not  an  equitable  distribu- 
tion of  the  increasing  cost  of  carrying  the  older 
members,  and  was  not  contemplated  by  the  terms 
of  their  contracts. 

5.  In  case  of  the  unlawful  cancellation  of  a  mem- 
ber's  policy  for  refusal  to  pay  such  illegal  assess- 
ments the  measure  of  damages  is  not  the  amount 
of  the  premiums  paid  by  the  member,  but  the 
damage  resulting  at  the  date  of  cancellation,  al- 
lowance having  been  made  for  the  Insurance  already 
had.  

P.  D.  McGregor,  Western  manager  of  the 
Queen  Ins.  Co.  was  elected  president  of  the 
Fire  Underwriters'  Association  of  the  North- 
west. Geo.  W.  Hayes,  of  the  Western  and 
British  America,  is  the  new  vice-president. 
Other  officers  (re-elected)  are  :  secretary,  D. 
S.  Wagner;  treasurer,  J.  A.  Kelsey,  of  the 
Aachen  &  -Munich.  John  Marshall,  of  the 
Fireman's  Fund,  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  board  of  directors.  The  thirty-first  an- 
nual meeting  was  held  in  Chicago  last  month, 
with  an  attendance  of  about  200,  or  one-third 
the  membership. 

The  Preferred  Accident  is  fifteen  years 
old. 
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Pacific    Coast    Assessment   Insurance  Associa- 
tions that  are  No  More. 

Compilnl  by  E.  II.  Bacon. 

American  Fraternal  Guardians,  San  Francisco. 

♦American  Fraternal  League,  Los  Angeles. 

American  Fraternal  Legion. 

American  Mutual  Endowment  Ass'n,  Oakland. 

American  Eagle  Ass'n,  San  Francisco,  1891. 

Ancient  Order  of  Samaria,  organized  J894,  S.  F. 

Atlas  Endowment  Ass'n  of  America,  Los  Angeles. 

♦Bankers'  Alliance.  Los  Angeles. 

♦Bankers  &  Merchants  Mutual   Life  Ass'n  of  the 

United  States,  San  Fr-mcisco.  1891. 
Bankers  Mutual  Relief  Ass'n,  Portland,  1889. 
Bankers  Mutual  Relief  Ass'n,  S.  F.,  1890. 
Bankers  Endowment  League,  S.  JT- 
Bankers  Mutual,  Pueblo;  organized  1890. 
Bicyclists'  Mutual  Protective  Ass'n,  Denver. 
Bicyclists'  Mutual  Protective  Ass'n,  Oakland. 
California  Accident  Indemnity  Co.,  Los  Angeles: 
California  Endowment  Ass'n.  S.  F. 
♦California  Life  &  Endowment  Ass'n,  S.  F.  I88fi. 
California  Mutual  Benefit. 
California  Mutual  Indemnity,  S.  F. 
California  Endowment  Union,  S.  F.  1891. 
California  Maturity  Insurance  &  Acci.  Ass'n,  S.  F. 
Columbus  Mutual  Benertt  Society,  S.  F..  1891. 
ColoradoMutual  Assessment  Accident  Ins.  Co. ,1898. 
Decimal  Mutual,  S.  F.,  1899. 
Eagle  Insurance  Society,  S.  F. 
Fklucational  Endowment  Ass'n,  Portland,  1890. 
Equitable  Accident  Ass'n.  Denver. 
Equitable  Accident  Ass'n,  Seattle. 
Equitable  Indemnity  Ass'n,  Washington. 
P^quitable  Insurance  Company,  Oakland,  1890. 
Equity  Benefit  As.sociation,  S.  F.,  1890. 
Equitable  Fraternal  Co-operative  Union,  Ogden. 
Eureka  Endowment  Association,  S.  F.  1892. 
Farmers'  Alliance  &  Indemnity  Union. 
Farmers  &  Mechanics  Indemnity  Ass'n,  Fresno. 
Fraternal  Argonauts,  S.  F. 
Fraternal  Guild,  S.  F.,  1890. 
Fraternal  League,  S.  F. 
Fraternal  Life  Ass'n,  1892. 
French  Mutual  Ass'n,  Sacramento. 
Fidelity  Endowment  As.s'n,  S.  F..  1891. 
Golden  Gate  Endowment  Ass'n.  S.  F.,  1889. 
Golden  Gate  Tontine  Saving  Society,  S.  F.,  1890. 
Golden  State  Relief  Ass'n,  S.  F.,  1871. 
Guaranty  Endowment  Benevolent  Ass'n.  S.  F. 
Guarantee  As.s'n,  Los  Angeles,  1890. 
Guardian  Mutual  Endowment  Ass'n,  S.  F.,  1S90. 
Great  Western  Mutual  Aid,  Denver. 
Great  Western  Mutual  Accident,  Denver. 
♦Home  Accident  Ass'n,  S.  F.,  1892. 
Home  Mutual  Endowment  Ass'n,  S.  F. 
Home  Mutual  Aid  Ass'n,  S.  F.. 
tHome  Beneflt  Life  Ass'n,  S.  F.,  189.3. 
Independent  Order  of  Chosen  Friends,  S.  F. 
International  Indemnity  Co.,  S.  F.,  1899. 
Legion  of  the  West,  S.  F.,  1892. 
♦Life  &  Annuity  Ass'n,  Oakland ;  see  O's ;  1893. 
*Los  Angeles  Mutual  Life. 


Masonic  Mutual  Aid  Ass'n,  San  Francisco. 

Minors'  Mutual  Endowment  Ass'n,  Livermore. 

Ministerial  Life,  Los  Angeles,  1900.  Being  ab.sorbed 
by  the  new  Conservative  Life  of  Los  Angeles, 
organized  as  an  old  line  company. 

Mutual  Indemnity,  S.  F.,  1899. 

♦Mutual  Endowm't  &  Protective  Ass'n, Santa  Rosa. 

♦Mutual  Relief  Ass'n,  Petaluma.    , 

Mutual  Endowment  Ass'n.  Los  Angeles. 

Mutual  Accident  Ass'n  N.  A.,  Seattle,  1891. 

National  Endowment  Ass'n,  S.  F.,  1890. 

National  Relief  Ass'n,  S.  F.,  1890. 

National  Beneflt  Ass'n,  Seattle,  1891. 

♦Oakland  Endowment  Ass'n,  1S93;  latterly  called 
the  Life  &  Annuity  Ass'n. 

♦Occidental  Self-Endowment  Ass'n,  S.  F.,  1889. 

Odd  Fellows  Mutual  Aid  Ass'n,  S.  F. 

Order  of  Mutual  Companions,  Petaluma,  1S85. 

Order  of  United  Endowment  Associates,  S.  F. 

Order  of  the  Golden  Shore,  S.  F.,  1893. 

Paciflc  Coast  Branch  of  the  Mutual  Self-Endow- 
ment &  Benevolent  Ass'n  of  Texas,  S.  F.,  1885. 

Pacific  Mutual  Endowment  Ass'n,  Oakland,  1S88. 

Pacific  Coast  Provident  Ass'n,  Sacramento,  1885. 

Pacific  Mutual  Aid  Society,  Los  Angeles,  18S8. 

Paciflc  Endowment  League,  S.  F.,  1892. 

Pacific  Mutual  Aid  Ass'n,  S.  F.,  1891. 

Pacific  L,aborers  Protective  Ass'n,  S.  F. 

Pacific  Mutual  Benefit,  Eureka,  Cal. 

Pacific  Protective  Ass'n,  S.  F.,  1871. 

People's  Life  &  Accident  Ass'n,  Petaluma. 

Phoenix  Fiduciary  Endowment  Ass'n,  S.  F.,  1890. 

Rocky  Mountain  Ins.  &  Savings  Institution, Denver. 

Royal  Argosy,  S.  F.,  1891. 

Royal  Fraternal  Guardians.  S.  F. 

Safety  Fund  Ass'n,  S.  F.,  1883. 

Safety  Endowment  Union,  S.  F..  1890. 

Salt  Lake  Accident,  Salt  Lake  City,  1891. 

Self-Endowment  Life  Security,  S.  F.,  1890. 

Southern  Calif.  Mutual  Aid  Ass'n,  Los  Angeles. 

Southern  Calif.  Mutual  Benev't  Ass'n, Los  Angeles. 

Southern  Paciflc  Endowment  &  Loan  Ass'n,  S.  F. 

Star  of  the  West  Endowment  Ass'n,  S.  F.,  1890. 

Tontine  Society.  Oakland:  failed  about  1SS6. 

Union  Endowment  Ass'n,  S.  F.,  18S9. 

♦Universal  Benevolent  Ass'n,  S.  F.,  1S84. 

United  Endowment  League,  S.  F. 

United  Friends  of  the  Pacific,  S.  F. 

United  Order  of  Honor,  S.  F. 

♦United  Endowment  Associates  (see  O's  above). 

United  Workman's  Alliance,  S.  F. 

United  States  Mutual  Benefit  Ass'n,  S.  F. 

Washington  Mutual  Relief  Ass'n,  Spokane. 

Washington  State  Mutual  Accident,  Seattle,  1S89. 

Washington  Benefit  Ass'n,  Seattle,  1S89. 

West  Coast  Insurance  Ass'n.  Merced,  1890. 

Western  Mutual  Benefit.  S.  F.,  1891. 

Weekly  Benefit  Society,  S.  F. 

Youths'  Mutual  Endowment  Ass'n,  S.F. 

♦Indorsed  by  leading  business  men. 

t  'Absorbed'  by  a  New  York  association,  which  did 
not  assume  its  debts.  The  Home  Benefit  had 
about  $90,000  unpaid  claims,  to  pay  which  the 
members  were  specially  assessed. 
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September  Fires. 

These   fire    loss   reports  were 
orig-inated  by  the  Coast  Review 

ia  18S0. 

LOSSES  BY  COMPANIKS. 
Aachen  &  Munich    .    .    .    .*    4,lo."J 

^tna 7.S.VJ 

Agrricultural  3.KI7 

AJliance 2.a51 

American,  N.  J 3,556 

American,  X.  Y 5.U05 

American,  Pa 5,954 

American,  Boston   ....  2,505 

American  Central  ....  989 

Atlas 2.-110 

Baloise 1.970 

Boston 1.115 

British  America  .....  4.267 

Caledonian 6.88S. 

Commercial  Union  ....  4,29U 

Connecticut 6,235 

Delaware .  .  1.955 

Fire  Association     ....  ?,192 

Fireman's  Fund  ...  18.246 

Franklin  . 1.34i.i 

German  Alliance     ....  3,015 

German-American  ....  14.356 

Girard 6(1d 

Glens  Falls 717 

Greenwich  . .>11 

Hamburg-Bremen  ....  2,997 

Hamburg-Underwriters  .  3.000 

Hanover 2.771 

Hartford  5.743 

Helvetia  400 

Home,  N.  Y 12.3S4 

Home  Mutual 12,441 

Ins.  Co.  North  America   .  4,356 

Imperial 6,699 

Kings  County 

Lancashire 5.859 

Law  Union  &  Crown  .   .   .  8.709 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .   .   .  22.388 . 

Lion 4.332 

London  &  Lancashire      .  8.955 

London 8,521 

Magdeburg     3.318 

Manchester 7,641 

Manhattan 

Mercantile 2,163 

Merchants  . 3,758 

Milwaukee  Mechanics  2,084 

National,  Hartford    .   .   .  7.048 

Netherlands 1,215 

New  Zealand 3,190 

New  York  Underwriters  .  2,165 

Niagara 20 

Northern 6.861 

North  German  4.382 

NorthGerman.N.  Y  .       .  l.tXlO 

North  British  &  Mercan.  5,955 

Norwich  Union 6,175 

Orient 2,314 

Palatine 10,642 


Pelican  ... 

Penn.sylvania  .  '  '.••'. 
Phenii,  Brooklyn 
Phila.  Underwriter- 
Phoenix,  Hartford  .  1(J,M8 
Phoenix,  London  ....  3,784 
Providence-Washington  .  1.6B1 
Prussian  National .  ...  15 

Queen 5,777 

Royal  Exchange 4.832 

Royal 7.719 

Scottish  Union  &  Nafl   .  .5,583 

Springfield 5.604 

Sun.  London 7.899 

State 279 

St.  Paul 306 

Svea 5.526 

Teutonia 2,115 

Traders 20 

Transatlantic 3,840 

Thuringia-American  .    .    .  4,358 

Thuringia 17,047 

Union,  London 11.714 

Union,  Pa 195 

United  States 1.147 

Victoria 

Westchester  ( 2  months.)  2.664 

Western 3.405 

Williamsburg  City     .  2.628 

Total S438.367 

WASHINGTON. 

31  .  I  Aug.)  Chehalis,  Ir  bldg  and 
conts : 
Imperial f666 

II  .  Granite   Falls,   fr   dry  kiln, 
stk  shingles: 

Imperial f   500 

Lion 1,000 

.   .  Mt.  Vernon,  fr  hotel : 

^tna J600 

4  .  New  Whatcom,  fr  dwg   and 
conts : 
Phoenix.  Hartford  ....  $500 

4  .  Puget  Sound,  steamer: 

Scottish  Union     .   .  .  .$1,500 
29  .  Port  Townsend.  fr  dwg  and 
conts : 
Scottish  Union    ....  f  1.067 

.  .  Pierce  eo.,  fr  dwg  and  conts: 
Pennsylvania $1,200 

.  .  Pierce  co..  fr  dwg  and  bam: 
-Etna $500 

3    Spokane,  stk  mOse : 

Pennsylvania $1,270 

Imperial  .   3.046- 

Teutonia  .   .   2,115 

Lancashire     4,650 

Caledonian     S54 

London 6,76s 

Providence-Washington  1.661 
North  German 846 

Total $21,210 


19  .  Spokane,  dwgs  and  conts : 
Liv.  &  Lon.  t  Globe  .     $6,900 
'  jenuan-Ameriean  .  .   .      665 

Svea 2,333 

Agricultural 666 

Delaware 1.666 

North  British    .   .  .    1.000 

Phoenix.  Hartlrru  2.200 

Home  4,000 

Total $19,430 

9  .  Spokane,  dwg  and  conts: 
Magdeburg $500 

29  .  Seattle,  saloon  and  dwg: 

Norwich  Union  ....  $1,500 
18  .  Seattle,  steamer: 

Liv.  &  LoiL  &  Globe  .   .  $5,000 

11  .  Snohomish,  fr  shingle  mill : 

-Etna $1,500 

30  .  (Aug.)  Skyhomish,  fr  bldg: 

Scottish  Union $800 

15  •  Tacoma.  shingle  mill  &.  conts : 

Aachen  &  Munich  ...  $   755 

Hanover 1,020 

5  .  Yakima  co..  hep  kiln  ■ 

Fire  Association  .  .  .  $750 
Losses  under  $500    .  .     $15,303 

Total  Washington    .  $73,281 

OREGON. 

23  Astoria,   eoal    bunkers    and 

conts: 
Law  Union  &  Crown  .   .  $3,353 
Union,  London 6.666 

24  .  Ashland,  fruit  dryer  &  conts : 

Lion $1,300 

Aachen  &  Munich  .  .   .       800 
Hanover 500 

12  .  Columbia  co..  fr  dwg  &  conts: 

New  York  Underwriters  .f6ii 

4  Liberty,  bldg  and  cents : 
Fire  Association     .  .  .  $1,200 

5  .  Portland,  hospital  bldg  and 

conts : 
Fireman's  Ftmd  .  .   .    .$1,185 
Hartford  Fire    .....      665 

Manchester 561 

American.  N.  J 57- 

Caledonian 955 

15  .  Portland,  fr  dwg : 

Imperial $500 

31  .  (.Aug.)  Portland,  fr  dwg: 

German  Alliance  .  .  .  $1,000 
27  .  Rosedale, fruit  dryer: 

National $900 

.   .  Salem,  fr  bldg  and  conts: 

London  &  Lancashire  .  $1,600 
.   .  Umatilla    co.,    fr    dirg    and 
conts : 
Aachen  &  Munich  .       ,     $600 
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Pacific    Coast    Assessment   Insurance  Associa- 
tions that  are  No  More. 

ComjnUd  by  E.  U.  Bacon. 

American  Fraternal  Guardians,  San  Francisco. 

♦American  Fraternal  League,  Los  Angeles. 

American  Fraternal  Legion. 

American  Mutual  Endowment  Ass"n,  Oakland. 

American  Eagle  Ass"n,  San  Francisco,  1891. 

Ancient  Order  of  Samaria,  organized  1894,  S.  F. 

Atlas  Endowment  Ass'n  of  America,  Los  Angeles. 

♦Bankers'  Alliance.  Los  Angeles. 

♦Bankers  &  Merchants  Mutual   Life  Ass'n  of  the 

United  States,  San  Fr.incisco.  1891. 
Bankers  Mutual  Relief  Ass'ii,  Portland,  1889. 
Bankers  Mutual  Relief  Ass'n,  S.  F..  1890. 
Bankers  Endowment  League,  S.  F- 
Bankers  Mutual,  Pueblo;  organized  1890. 
Bicyclists'  Mutual  Protective  Ass'n,  Denver. 
Bicyclists"  Mutual  Protective  Ass'n,  Oakland. 
California  Accident  Indemnity  Co.,  Los  Angeles; 
California  Endowment  Ass'n.  S.  F. 
*California  Life  &  Endowment  Ass"n,  S.  F.  1886. 
California  Mutual  Benefit. 
California  Mutual  Indemnity.  S.  F. 
California  Endowment  Union.  S.  F.  189). 
California  Maturity  Insurance  &  Acci.  Ass'n,  S.  F. 
Columbus  Mutual  Benefit  Society,  S.  F..  1891. 
Colorado  Mutual  Assessment  Accident  Ins.  Co.  ,1898. 
Decimal  Mutual,  .S.  F.,  1899. 
Eagle  Insurance  Society,  S.  F. 
Educational  Endowment  Ass'n,  Portland,  1890. 
Equitable  Accident  Ass'n.  Denver. 
Equitable  Accident  Ass'n,  Seattle. 
Equitable  Indemnity  Ass'n,  Washington. 
Equitable  Insurance  Company,  Oakland,  1890. 
Equity  Benefit  As.sociation,  S.  F.,  1890. 
Equitable  Fraternal  Co-operative  Union,  Ogden. 
Eureka  Endowment  Association,  S.  F.  1892. 
Farmers'  Alliance  &  Indemnity  Union. 
Farmers  &  Mechanics  Indemnity  Ass'n,  Fresno. 
Fraternal  Argonauts,  S.  F. 
Fraternal  Guild,  S.  F.,  1890. 
Fraternal  League,  S.  F. 
Fraternal  Life  Ass'n,  1892. 
French  Mutual  Ass'n,  Sacramento. 
Fidelity  Endowment  As.s'n.  S.  F..  1891. 
Golden  Gate  Endowment  Ass'n.  S.  F.,  1889. 
Golden  Gate  Tontine  Saving  Society.  S.  F.,  1890. 
Golden  State  Relief  Ass'n,  S.  F..  1871. 
Guaranty  Endowment  Benevolent  Ass'n,  S.  F. 
Guarantee  Ass'n,  Los  Angeles,  1890. 
Guardian  Mutual  Endowment  Ass'n,  S.  F.,  1890. 
Great  Western  Mutual  Aid,  Denver. 
Great  Western  Mutual  Accident,  Denver. 
*Home  Accident  Ass'n,  S.  F.,  1892. 
Home  Mutual  Endowment  Ass'n,  S.  F. 
Home  Mutual  Aid  Ass'n,  S.  F. 
tHome  Benefit  Life  Ass'n,  S.  F..  1893. 
Independent  Order  of  Chosen  Friends,  S.  F. 
International  Indemnity  Co.,  S.  F..  1899. 
Legion  of  the  West,  S.  F.,  1892. 
♦LifCife  Annuity  Ass'n,  Oakland;  soeO's;  1893. 
*Los  Angeles  Mutual  Life. 


Masonic  Mutual  Aid  Ass'n,  San  Francisco. 

Minors'  Mutual  Endowpient  Ass'n,  Livermore. 

Ministerial  Life,  Los  Angeles,  igoo.  Being  absorbed 
by  the  new  Conservative  Life  of  Los  Angeles, 
organized  as  an  old  line  company. 

Mutual  Indemnity,  S.  F.,  1899. 

♦Mutual  Endowm't  &  Protective  Ass'n, Santa  Rosa. 

♦Mutual  Relief  Ass'n, Petaluma. 

Mutual  Endowment  Ass'n.  Los  Angeles. 

Mutual  Accident  Ass'n  N.  A.,  Seattle,  1891. 

National  Endowment  Ass'n,  S.  F.,  1890. 

National  Relief  Ass'n,  S.  F.,  1890. 

National  Benefit  Ass'n,  Seattle,  1891. 

♦Oakland  Endowment  Ass'n,  1S93;  latterly  called 
the  Life  &  Annuity  Ass'n. 

♦Occidental  Self-Endowment  Ass'n,  S.  F.,  18S9. 

Odd  Fellows  Mutual  Aid  Ass'n,  S.  F. 

Order  of  Mutual  Companions,  Petaluma,  1SS5. 

Order  of  United  Endowment  Associates,  S.  F. 

Order  of  the  Golden  Shore.  S.  F.,  1893. 

Pacific  Coast  Branch  of  the  Mutual  Self-Endow- 
ment &  Benevolent  Ass'n  of  Texas,  S.  F.,  1SS5. 

Pacific  Mutual  Endowment  Ass'n,  Oakland,  1S88. 

Pacific  Coast  Provident  Ass'n,  Sacramento,  1885. 

Pacific  Mutual  Aid  Society,  Los  Angeles,  18S8. 

Pacific  Endowment  League,  S.  F.,  1S92. 

Pacific  Mutual  Aid  Ass'n,  S.  F.,  1891. 

Pacific  Laborers  Protective  Ass'n,  S.  F. 

Pacific  Mutual  Benefit,  Eureka.  Cal. 

Pacific  Protective  Ass'n.  S.  F.,  1S71. 

People's  Life  &  Accident  Ass'n,  Petaluma. 

Phoenix  Fiduciary  Endowment  Ass'n,  S.  F.,  1890. 

Rocky  Mountain  Ins.  &  Savings  Institution, Denver. 

Royal  Argosy,  S.  F.,  1S91. 

Royal  Fraternal  Guardians,  S.  F. 

Safety  Fund  Ass'n.  S.  F.,  1883. 

Safety  Endowment  LTnion,  S.  F..  1890. 

Salt  Lake  Accident,  Salt  Lake  City,  1891. 

Self-Endowment  Life  Security,  S.  F.,  1890. 

Southern  Calif.  Mutual  Aid  Ass'n,  Los  Angeles. 

Southern  Calif.  Mutual  Benev't  Ass'n, Los  Angeles. 

Southern  Pacific  Endowment  &  Loan  Ass'n,  S.  F. 

Star  of  the  West  Endowment  Ass'n,  S.  F.,  1S90. 

Tontine  Society.  Oakland;  failed  about  1SS6. 

Union  Endowment  Ass'n,  S.  F.,  1SS9. 

*Universal  Benevolent  Ass'n,  S.  F.,  1SS4. 

United  Endowment  League,  S.  F. 

United  Friends  of  the  Pacific,  S.  F. 

United  Order  of  Honor,  S.  F. 

*United  Endowment  Associates  (see  O's  above). 

United  Workman's  Alliance,  S.  F. 

United  States  Mutual  Benefit  Ass'n,  S.  F. 

Washington  Mutual  Relief  Ass'n,  Spokane. 

Washington  State  Mutual  Accident,  Seattle,  1SS9. 

Washington  Benefit  Ass'n,  Seattle,  1SS9. 

West  Coast  Insurance  Ass'n.  Merced,  1890. 

Western  Mutual  Benefit.  S.  F.,  1S91. 

Weekly  Benefit  Society,  S.  F. 

Youths'  Mutual  Endowment  Ass'n,  S.F.  ■ 

♦Indorsed  by  leading  business  men. 

t  'Absorbed'  by  a  New  York  association,  which  did 
not  assume  its  debts.  The  Home  Benefit  had 
about  $90,000  unpaid  claims,  to  pay  which  the 
members  were  specially  assessed. 
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September  Fires. 

These  fire  loss  reports  were 
originated  by  the  Coast  Review 
in  1880. 

LOSSES  BY  COMPANIES. 

Aachen  &  Munich    .   .   .   .*  4,153 

^tna '^■653 

ARricultural '^,^^07 

Alliance 3,351 

American,  N.J 3,556 

American,  N.  Y 5,u05 

American,  Pa 5.954 

American,  Boston   ....  2,505 

American  Central   ....  989 

Atlas ■ .    .   .   .  2,410 

Baloise 1.970 

Boston 1.115 

British  America  .   ;    .   .   .  4,267 

Caledonian 6,888, 

Commercial  Union  ....  4,290 

Connecticut 6,235 

Delaware •  1.95S 

Fire  Association     ....  8,192 

Fireman's  Fund   ...       .  18,246 

Franklin  ..........  1,340 

German  Alliance     ....  3,015 

German-American  ....  14,356 

Girard 605 

Glens  Falls 717 

Greenwich 541 

Hamburg-Bremen  ....  2,997 

Hamburg-Underwriters  .  3,000 

Hanover 2,771 

Hartford 5,743 

Helvetia 400 

Home,  N.  Y 12,384 

Home  Mutual 12,441 

Ins.  Co.  North  America   .  4,356 

Imperial 6,699 

Kings  County    

Lancashire 5,859 

Law  Union  &  Crown  .   .   .  8,709 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .    .   .  22,388. 

Lion 4,332 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .  8,955 

London 8,521 

Magdeburg     3,318 

Manchester 7,641 

Manhattan 

Mercantile 2,163 

Merchants 3,758 

Milwaukee  Mechanics     .  2,084 

National,  Hartford    .   .   .  7,048 

Netherlands 1,215 

New  Zealand 3,190 

New  York  Underwriters  .  2,165 

Niagara 20 

Northern 6,861 

North  German            .    .    .  4,382 

North  German,  N.  Y  .   .   .  1,000 

North  British  &  Merc  an.  5,955 

Norwich  Union 6,175 

Orient    ....'. 2,314 

Palatine 10,642 


Pelican 

Pennsylvania 6,595 

Pheuix,  Brooklyn    ....  1,000 
Phila.  Underwriters      .    . 

Phoenix,  Hartford  .  10,848 

Phoenix,  London      ....  3,784 

Providence-Washington  .  1,691 

Prussian  National  .   ...  15 

Queen 5,777 

Royal  Exchange 4,832 

Royal     7,719 

Scottish  Union  &  Nat'l   .  5,583 

Springfield 5,604 

Sun,  London 7,899 

State 279 

St.  Paul 506 

Svea 5,526 

Teutonia 2,115 

Traders 20 

Transatlantic 3,840 

Thuringia-American  .    .    .  4,358 

Thuringia 17,047 

Union,  London 11,714 

Union,  Pa 195 

United  States 1,147 

Victoria 

Westchester  (2  months)  .  2,664 

Western 3,405 

Williamsburg  City     .   .   .  2,628 

Total $438,367 

WASHINGTON. 
31  .  (Aug.)  Chehalis,  fr  bldg  and 
cents : 

Imperial $665 

1 1.  Granite    Falls,   fr   dry  kiln, 
stk  shingles: 

Imperial $   50° 

Lion 1,000 

.   .  Mt.  Vernon,  fr  hotel : 

^Etna $600 

4  .  New  Whatcom,  fr  dwg   and 
conts: 
Phoenix,  Hartford  ....  $500 
4  .  Puget  Sound,  steamer: 

Scottish  Union     .    .   .   .$1,500 

29  .  Port  Townsend,  fr  dwg  and 

conts : 

Scottish  Union    ....  $1,067 

.  .  Pierce  CO.,  fr  dwg  and  conts: 

Pennsylvania $1,200 

.  Pierce  co.,  fr  dwg  and  barn: 

^Etna     fsoo 

3    Spokane,  stk  mdse: 

Pennsylvania $1,270 

Imperial 3.046- 

Teutonia 2,115 

Lancashire     4,650 

Caledonian     854 

London 6,768 

Providence-Washington  1,661 
North  German 846 

Total $21,210 


19  .  Spokane,  dwgs  and  conts : 
Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .     $6,900 
German-American  .  .   .      665 

Svea 2,333 

Agricultural 666 

Delaware 1,666 

North  British 1,000 

Phoenix,  Hartford  .    .   .    2,200 
Home .    4,000 

Total $19,430 

9  .  Spokane,  dwg  and  conts: 
Magdeburg $500 

29  .  Seattle,  saloon  and  dwg: 

Norwich  Union  ....  $1,500 
18  .  Seattle,  steamer: 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .  .  $5,000 
II  .  Snohomish,  fr  shingle  mill: 

^tna $1,500 

30  .  (Aug.)  Skyhomish,  fr  bldg: 

Scottish  Union $800 

15  .  Tacoma,  shingle  mill  &  conts: 
Aachen  &  Munich  ...  $  755 
Hanover 1,020 

5  .  Yakima  CO.,  hop  kiln  : 

Fire  Association    ....  $750 
Losses  under  $500    .  .     $13,303 
Total  Washington    .  $73,281 

OREGON. 

23  .  Astoria,    coal    bunkers    and 

conts : 
Law  Union  &  Crown  .   .  $3,333 
Union,  London 6,666 

24  .  Ashland, fruit  dryer  &  conts; 

Lion $1,300 

Aachen  &  Munich   .   .    .       Soo 
Hanover 500 

12  .  Columbia  co. ,  f r  dwg  &  conts  : 

New  York  Underwriters  .$611 

4  .  Liberty,  bldg  and  conts  : 

Fire  Association     .  .   .  $1,200 

5  .  Portland,  hospital  bldg  and 

coats : 
Fireman's  Fund.  .   .   .$1,185 

Hartford  Fire 663 

Manchester 561 

American,  N. .] 573 

Caledonian 955 

13  .  Portland,  fr  dwg: 

Imperial $500 

31  .  (Aug.)  Portland,  fr  dwg: 

German  Alliance     .   .   .  $1,000 
27  .  Rosedale,  fruit  dryer: 

National $900 

.   .  Salem,  fr  bldg  and  conts  : 

London  &  Lancashire  .  $1,600 
.   .  Umatilla    co.,    fr    dwg    and 
conts : 
Aachen  &  Munich   .    .   .   .$600 
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14  .  Stay  ton,  fruit  dryer: 

Springfield $717 

21  .  Umatilla  co.,  harvester  im- 
plements: 

Pennsylvania $670 

29  .  Union  co.,  threshing  outfit : 

German-American  .   .   .  $1,000 

7  .  Wilbur,  fruit  dryer: 

Northern S500 

Losses  under  $500     .   .   .$7,032 
Total  Oregon  ....  132.866 

MONTANA. 

24  .  Butte,  coal: 

British  America $600 

19  .  Belgrade,  hotel    and    saloon 

and  conts: 

Royal     S   500 

Hartford 5°° 

Fireman's  Fund  ....    1,75° 
Thuringia 500 

14  .  Custer  CO.,  dwg: 

Ins.  Co.  North  America   .  I5C0 

28  .  (Aug.)  Dugu  er,  stable: 

Fireman's  Fund $5°° 

16  .  EUiston,  fr  saloon  and  conts : 

Pennsylvania $600 

American,  Pa 500 

17  .  EUiston,  br  butcher  shop  : 

Aachen  &  Munich    ...  $    700 
Phoenix,  Hartford  .    .   .    1,000 
I  .  Helena,  bldg  and  conts: 

Springfield $   873 

Fire  Association     ...       7<:o 

Home  Mutual 714 

Palatine 1,600 

Phoenix,  Hartford   ...       5co 

23    Miles      City,     laundry     and 
machy : 
Phoenix,  London  .  .   .   .  $   5°° 
Fire  Association  ....    2,000 

II  .  Miles  City,  dwg  and  conts: 

Springfield $   500 

National i.ooo 

.   .  Miles  City,  br  and  fr  bldgs: 

Orient $1,000 

.  .  Red  Lodge,  mdse: 

Sun $1,000 

Western 905 

Losses  under  $500     .   .   .$4,452 
Total  Montana   .   .   .  $23,394 

COLORADO. 

20  Denver,  conts : 

North  German $663 

.   .  Leadville,  mining  property : 

American,  N.  Y $1,807 

3  .  Larimer  CO.,  dwg  and  barn: 

Atlas $1,466 


21  .  Telluride,  conts  restaurant: 
Manchester $650 

Losses  under  $500  .  .$4,086 

Total  Colorado     .   .      $8,654 

UTAH. 
20.  .  Castle    Gate,    fr    bldg    and 
conts : 
Palatine  ........  $2,925 

28  .  (Aug.)  Ogden,  stk  lumber: 
■     Hartford $75° 

.  .  Winter  Quarters,  coal  min- 
ing property : 

Fire  Association  .  .  .  $2,925 
Losses  under  $500    .   .   .$  3.951 

Total  Utah $10,551 

ARIZONA. 

9  .  Maricopa  co..  wood: 

Union,  London $2,000 

Law  Union  &  Crown  .   .    2,000 
Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .    .    6,190 

Total $10,190 

II  .  Maricopa  co.,  lumber: 

Scottish  Union  .  .  .  .  $i.457 
.   .  Phoenix,  dwg  and  conts  : 

Orient $5°° 

Losses  under  $500    ...  $  1,99° 
Total  Arizona        .   .  $i4.i37 

NEW  MEXICO. 

25  .Albuauerque,  saloon: 

British  America  ....  $i,ooo 

23  .  Deming,  fr  dwg  : 

Palatine $500 

Losses  under  $500     .   .   .   .  *B  237 

Total  New  Mexico     .  $1,737 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 
28.  (Aug.)  Sandan,  fr  bdg  house: 
Phoenix,  Hartford  ....  $625 

American.  Pa 625 

Losses  under  $500    ....  $    66 
Total  British  Columbia  $1,316 

IDAHO. 
.   .  Moscow,  fr  dwg: 

London  &  Lancashire  .  $500 
Losses  under  $500  .   .  .   .  $i,749 

Total  Idaho $2,249 

NEVADA. 
2  .  Reno,  bottling  works  : 

North  British. $565 

WYOMING. 

26  .  Hilliard,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 

Alliance $1,400 

Losses  under  $500    ....  $  253 
Total  Wyoming    .   .   .  $1,653 


LOWER  CALIFORNIA. 
.  ■.  Ensenada,  dwg  and  conts  : 
Fireman's  Fund   .   .  .   .$1,100 

HAWAII. 
Losses  under  $500  .   .       .   .  $  69 
Total  Outside  Territory  $171,527 

CALIFORNIA. 
4  .  Alvarado,  bldg  and  conts: 
Fireman's  Fund  ....  $1,000 
German-American  .   .   .       641 
Milwaukee  Mechanics  .    1,700 

2  .  Alameda  co.,  barn  and  conts : 

Svea $510 

21  .  Alameda  co.,  dwg: 

Home  Mutual    .....  $3,200 
.  ..  Alameda  co.,  conts  fr  dwg: 
^■Etna $1,150 

28  .  Albion,  sawmill,  lumber  and 

dry  kiln : 

Connecticut $2,000 

Hamburg-Bremen  .   .   .  2,150 

Mei'chants 2,500 

United  States 500 

American.  N.J 1,500 

Caledonian 2.500 

Manchester 3.000 

American,  N.  Y 3,000 

German-American  .  .   .  7,500 

Boston 1,000 

Springfield 1,500 

National 1.500 

Sun 4,500 

Phoenix,  Hartford   .   .   .  2,500 

Total $35,650 

22  Berkeley,  fr  dwg  and  conts: 
Phoenix,  London $868 

.   .  Butte  CO.,  dwg  and  barn: 

Fireman's  Fund $500 

26  .  Corona,  dwg : 

Royal J591 

17  .  Concord,  fr  barn,  hay  and  har- 
ness : 
Connecticut $780 

23  .  Calistoga,  fr  dwg  : 

Home $1,000 

.   .  Contra    Costa  co.,  dw-g  and 
conts: 
Home  Mutual $1,200 

12  .  Davisville,  fr   drying  house: 
Palatine $1,8:8 

29  Daneville,  hay  in  whse: 

Home ■  .   .  $2,326 

American,  Boston  .   .   .    1,000 
Phoenix,  London  ....       6i8 

3  .  Eureka,  fr  foundry  machy,  fr 

door  factory : 

Palatine $2,365 

Springfield 972 
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.  .  Eugene,  hay  pi-ess : 

Hartford $500 

7  .  Fresno  co.,  fr  dwg : 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe     .   .  $600 

g  .  Kern  CO..  school  bldg: 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  $1,300 

26  .  Los  Angeles,  dwg: 

Home  Mutual $500 

.  .  Los  Angeles,  carpcnLer  shop 
and  lumber: 

Hanover $1,000 

10  .  Los  Angeles,  saloon: 

Baloise $475 

i8  .  Los  Angeles,  f  r  bldg  &  conts  : 

Home $1,966 

Sun 1. 000 

American  Central  .   .   .       750 
Thuringia-American     .    1,833 

National 562 

London  &  Lauca^shu•e  .       666 
Magdeburg     .....      800 
29  .  (Aug.)  Los  Angeles,  dwg  and 
conts : 

Fireman's  Fund $546 

3  .  Marysville,  dwg: 

National $887 

26  .  Marysville,  fr  brewery: 

North  British $2,000 

Queen 3,975 

Thuringia 600' 

Magdeburg 1,300 

2  ,  Modesto,  dwg: 

Manchester $1,019 

7  .  Napa  CO..  dwg  and  barn : 
Thuringia $517 

23  .  Nevada  co..  dwg  and  conts: 

Northern     $976 

24  .  Nevada  City,  fr  dwg  &  conts : 

Royal  Exchange  .   .   .   .$1,165 
^Etna 1,000 

10  .  Oakland,  stable: 

Baloise $495 

24  .  Oakland,  bldg,  machy  &mdse 
American,  Boston  .    .•  .  $1,000 

Mercantile      1,000 

Connecticut 2,000 

Phoenix,  Hartford  .   .   .  i.ooo 

United  States 500 

Girard 500 

Merchants 1,000 

Agricultural      1,000 

American,  Pa 2,000 

New  Zealand 1,000 

Norwich  Union    .   .       .  1,500 

British  Americ;i      ...  2,000 

Western 2,000 

London  &  Lancashire  .  1,000 

Home  Mutual 1,000 

Thuringia 1,500 

Total $20,000 


17  .  Oakland,  dwg: 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  .  $733 

29  -Orange  co.,  dwg  and  conts: 

Thuringia $1,000 

2  .  Orland,  dwg  and  conts  : 

Hartford $800 

2  .  Placer  co. .  fr  barn : 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .   .  $500 

12  .  Pomona,  br  livery  stable: 

German-American     .   .   .  $899 
Commercial  Union    .   .   .    742 

16  .  Petaluma,  dwg: 

Williamsburg  City    .   .   .  $525 
7  .  Potter  Valley,  hops : 

Netherlands $777 

I  .  Red   Bluff,  fr  dwg  and  conts 
and  fences : 

Home $501 

Liv.  &  Lou.  &  Globe  .    .    .    575 

.   .  Grass  Valley,  fr  dwg  : 

Sun $800 

23  .  Hanford,  fr  livery  stable: 

Phoenix,  London $850 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .   .   .    600 

20  .  Redding,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 

German  Alliance    .   .   .  $1,565 
7  .  Sutter  Creek,  fr  hotel    bldg 
and  conts : 

Home  Mutual $2,244 

-^tna 1,347 

Manchester 917 

Caledonian 917 

National 700 

Royal 863 

Queeu 863 

Fireman's  Fund   ....    2,154 
Williamsburg  City     .   .       700 

Total $10,705 

25  .  Santa  Barbara,  barn : 

Baloise $1,000 

20  .  Santa  Barbara,  dwg,  barn  & 
conts: 
Norwich  Union     ....  $   750 
Ins.  Co.  North  America       750 

Lion 500 

Pennsylvania    575 

Home  Mutual 1,200 

Royal 1,200 

4  .  St.  Helena,  store,  whse  and 
blacksmith  shop : 

London $1,109 

American,  N.  J "641 

American,  Pa i,934" 

Agricultural 966 

Williamsburg-  City     .   .      600 

15  .  San  Diego,  conts  of  dwg: 

Norwich  Union $800 

13  .  San  Diego,  fr  dwg  and  conts  : 

Lion $600 


.   .  San  Jose,  dwg,  conts  &  barn: 
Fireman's  Fund  .   .   .   .$1,400 
20  .  Stockton,  dwg  and  barn: 

Thuringia ,^^50 

29  .  Sacramento,  fr  dwg  : 

Law  Union  &  Crown  .   .  $1,000 

22  .  Sacramento,  dwg,  barn  and 

hay: 
Hartford  Fire $i,coo 

26  .  Near  San  Jose,  dwg  &  conts  : 

Home  Mutual $600 

30  .  Santa  Monica,  bldg  &  conts: 

Transatlantic $2,000 

North  German 2,000 

Hamburg  Underwriters  3.000 
North  German,  N.  Y  .   .    1,000 

5  -  (Aug.)  Santa  Clara  co..  coop- 

erage and  winerj- : 
Merchantile J691 

6  .  Selma,  dwg  and  contents : 

German- American     .   .   .  $600 

16  .  Santa  Fe  Springs,  fr  hospital 

Royal  Exchange  ....  $2,400 

5  .  San  Joaquin  co..  fr  dwg: 

North,British $500 

9  .  Sycamore,  fr  hotel  &  conts: 
Commercial. Union     .   .  $1,000 

27  .  Santa  Cruz,  fr  dwg  &  conts: 

Commercial  Union    .  .  .  $590 

23  .  San    Luis    Obispo,    fr    dwg, 

windmill,  etc: 
New  York  Underwrit.  .  $1,550 

.   .Sonoma  co.,  dwg  and  conts: 
Fireman's  Fund $600 

.   .  Sonoma  CO.,  dwg: 

Fireman's  Fund  ....  $2,000 

22  .  Truckee,  lumber: 

Union,  London      .   .       .  $1,590 
Law  Union  &  Crown  .   .    ,1,590 

Royal 1,590 

American,  Pa 635 

Svea 635 

.   .  Ukiah,  hop  kiln  and  hops: 
London  &  Lancashire  .  $2,605 

22  .  Vallejo,  dwg,  barn  and  hay: 

Thuringia $1,750 

Home  Mutual     623 

London  &  Lancashire  .       700 

6  .  Victor,  bldgs  and  conts,  barn 

and  conts : 

Fireman's  Fund $947 

13  .  Yuba  CO..  dwg: 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  .  $985 
Losses  under  $500  ...  $  52,485 

Total  Cal.,  S.  F.  ex.  $227,434 


SAN   FRANCISCO. 
3  .  Cigar  store: 

Hamburg-Bremen  .   .    . 


$675 
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15  .  Machine  shop: 

Westchester     S678 

Transatlantic 850 

2  .  Sporting  goods  : 

American,  Boston  ....  $500 

Royal 500 

Home 750 

27  .  Building  and  conts  : 

Pnoenix.  Brooklj-n  ....  $1,000 

Westchester 745 

Thuringia-American     .    2,500 
Thuringia 7.500 


Northern 5,000 

New  Zealand 1,000 

Home     744 

^tna 1,000 

Norwich  Union    ....  1,000 

Total $20,489 

.   .  (Aug.)  Building  and  machyr 
Westchester $678 

.,  .  Building: 

Fireman's  Fund  ....  $1,500 


.   .  Frame  dwg: 

London  &  Lancashire  .   .$560 

Losses  under  $500  .  .  .  $12,226 
Total  San  Francisco  $39,406 
Total  California  .  .  $266,840 
Total  Pacific  Coast  $43S,367 

Coast  losses  to  date    .  $4>o52,305 

Coast   losses    to   date 

last  year $3,842,336 


California  and    Coast  Monthly  Fire  Insurance 
Losses. 

California. 

Month                         1900  1899  1898 

January $   102,190  $    159,052  $   300,012 

February     ....       128,855  169,142  14.5,896 

March    .' 148,521  511,801  254,223 

First  quiirler    .    .  $   379,566  $    839.995  $    700,131 

April 112,727  213,933  264,228 

May 147,776  194,514  .360,420 

June 242,301  181,674  238,514 

Second  quarter    .  $   502,804  $   590.121  $    863,162 

First  six  months  $    882,370  $1,430,116  $1,563,293 

July 468,996  368,130  368,891 

August      181,155  250,468  5.53,982 

September  .   .   ,   .       266,840  354,569  279,038 

Third  quarter  ,    .$    916,991  $    973,157-  $1,201,911 
Entire  Coast. 

January $   276 .520  $   254,715  $   483,292 

February     ,    .   .    ,       265,190  270,969  226,201 

March 287,377  623.315  374,.S3 

First  quarter    .   ,$   829.087  $1,148,999  $1,083,831 

April 226,303  363,568  439,286 

May 370,050  300,274  516,901 

June 652,201  337,283  520,881 

Second  quarter    .  $1,248,553  $1,001,125  $1,477,068 

First  six  months  $2,077,640  $2,150,124  $2,560,899 

July 1,092,434  496,919  572,183 

August     443,864  .570,383  717,538 

September  ....       438,367  624.910  724,698 

Third  quarter  .   .$1,974,665  $1,692,212  $2,014,419 


brought  clerks  all  the  way  from  Michigan,  for 
whom  he  can  charge  $10  a  day.  The  clerks 
are  presumably  worthy  politicians. 


Stevens  Too. 

We  should  not  be  surprised,  perhaps,  but  we 
are.  Stevens,  the  Michigan  insurance  com- 
missioner, with  his  brother  and  three  clerks, 
have  been  "examining"  a  company  that  does 
not  need  any  examination  (the  Travelers)  ; 
and  his  bill  is  exactly  Sl,.")5(j.o0— i^lO  a  day  and 
first  class  railroad  fare  and  first  class  hotel 
fare.  The  commissioner  would  not  accept  the 
services  of  clerks  tendered  for  nothing;  but 


His  First  Adjustment. 

After  four  days  of  careful  and  thorough  in- 
vestigation I  have  learned  enough  to  convince 
me  that  the  origin  of  the  fire  is  shrouded  in 
mystery.  I  have  tried  to  find  a  motive,  and 
the  most  convincing  one  v^'as  that  he  said  he 
thought  he  would  go  to  Oregon  with  a  party 
b.y  the  name  of  Paukey,  after  the  fourth,  and 
the  fire  occurred  on  the  third.  This  is  ex- 
tremely significant,  and  the  motive  of  mixing 
himself  up  withPanke.y  was  no  doubt  to  mis- 
lead the  people,  and  the  fact  that  he  was  go- 
ing to  Oregon  would  naturally  lead  to  the  be- 
lief that  he  is  a  little  off  in  the  upper  story. 
On  the  third  day,  with  my  evidence  well  in 
hand,  I  confronted  the  assured  and  his  wife, 
who  showed  by  their  nervous  manner  that 
thej'  were  guilty  beyond  the  shadow  of  a 
doubt.  I  turned  and  addressed  the  wife  as 
follows: 

"  How  many  trunks  did  you  have?" 

"One." 

"Will   you  swear  to  that ;" 

"  Yes." 

"  Are  those  the  irons  that  were  around  the 
trunk?" 

"  I  don't  know."  (This  answer  confirmed 
my  suspicions). 

"  Where  were  the  matches  kept?" 

"  On  the  mantlepiece." 

"  How  did  it  happen  that  the  fire  did  not 
start  near  the  mantlepiece?" 

"I  do  not  know." 

These  uncertain  answers  convinced  me  that 
I  had  one  wedge,  well-driven,  but  in  a  very 
quiet  and  determined  way. 

"How  many  pair  of  stockings  did  you  lose?" 

"Six." 

"Will  you  swear  that  you  always  paid  four 
bits  a  pair  for  them?" 

"No!  last  year  I  didn't." 


PUTTING  YOUR  BUSINESS  IN 
SOME  COMPANIES  IS  LIKE 


I 


Keeping  your  Money  and  Valuables  In  a 
PasteDoard  ftox  Instead  ol  a  Modern  Sale 

WHEN  YOU  HAVE  BOTH  IN  YOUR  OFFICE. 

YOU  CANNOT  AFFORD  IN  THE  LONG  RUN  TO  GIVE   YOUR  CUSTOMERS  ANYTHING    BUT 
THE  BEST  INDEMNITY  OBTAINABLE,  AND  THAT  IS  A  CONTINENTAL  POLICY. 


ASSETS  OVER 

TEN    MILLIONS   OF    DOLLARS 

$10,000,000 

RESERVE  FOR  UNEARNED  PREMIUMS  OVER 

FOUR   MILLIONS   OF  DOLLARS 

$4,000,000 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS  (including  Cash  Capital 
$1,000,000)  OVER 

FIVE  MILLIONS  OF  DOLLARS 

$5,000,000 


Our  Special  Agents  pay  Pacific  Coast  Losses  by  sight  drafts  on  Crocker-Woolworth  Bank, 

San  Francisco. 


Continental 

fire  Tnsurance  company  of  new  v»rk 

WESTERN   DEPARTMENT  (including  Pacific  Coast)  RIALTO  BL'DG,  CHICAGO,    ILL. 
GEO.   E.  KLINE,   General  Manager.  C.   R.  TUTTLE,  Assistant  General  Manager. 

PACIFIC  COAST  SPECIAL  AGENTS  : 

CALifoKMA—  Washington,  Oregon  ANuJuAHo  — 

D.  W.  GRAVES.  P.  O.  Box  2536,  ^    A."  WILLIAMS.  P.  O.  Box  750. 

San  Francisco.  Portland,  Ore. 


'  Cix.oKADo,  Wyoming,  Utah,  New  Mexico 

AND  Montana 

F.  1'.   Wri.SON,  P.  O.  B0.\  926.  „    „    T>ti,^«T.o    n,    r.    « 

^  Lbs  Angeles.  F.  H.  RHOADS,  P.  O.  Box  .432. 

■^  Denver.  Colo. 
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"Ah,  how  was  that?" 

"They  were  given  to  me   bv   Mrs.   Pauky." 

(The  Paukeys  again— a  tell-tale  admission 
this). 

My  mind  was  now  thorougly  made  up,  -but 
iu  oi\ier  to  give  the  assured  the  benefit  of 
every  doubt,  I  closed  the  examination  and  de- 
voted the  rest  of  the  day  and  evening  to  deep 
thought  until  I  become  thoi-oughly  satisfied 
that  my  conclusions  were  correct  in  every 
particular. 

On  the  fourth  day  I  met  iheassui*ed  and  his 
wife  by  appointment,  and  said  to  them  in  a 
calm  but  impressive  manner:  "Your  fire  is 
shrouded  in  mystery.  You  state  the  chimney 
was  of  brick,  plastered  in  and  out :  that  there 
was  no  fire  in  the  stove,  and  that  the  matches 
were  on  the  mauilepiece  out  of  reach  of  the 
chidren  or  the  cat.  and  that,  you  were  the  last 
in  the  house."  Beyond  a  doubt  these  remarks 
were  convincing  and  telling.  I  informed 
them  I  should  want  more  time,  and  to  call 
around  at  5-30  o'clock.  This  was  another 
well-directed  precaution.  My  object  was  to 
give  myself  more  time  and  possibly  to  wring 
fixim  them  some  other  acknowledgement  of 
their  guilt,  and,  as  I  predicted,  when  they  ar- 
rived the  wife  burst  into  tears  and  said : 

"I'm  afraid  you're  not  going  to  pay  us,  and 
we  have  lost  everything." 

"Not  everything,"  said  the  man,  "as  long 
as  I  have  you." 

At  this  the  woman  smiled  through  her 
tear?,  and  put  her  arm  around  her  husband. 
These  further  evidences  of  weakness  and  du- 
plicity filled  me  with  indignation,  and  I 
pi"omptly  informed  them  that  a  loss  like 
theirs,  shrouded  in  mystery,  would  have  to 
be  sudmitted  to  the  company,  together  with 
all  the  evidence  I  had  obtained,  and  that  I 
would  recommend  that  the  claim  be  not  al- 
lowed. 

This  verdict  was  taken  by  them  without  a 
word  of  retaliation,  but  with  a  crestfallen 
and  doubtful  look.  They  had  convicted  thun- 
!f  elves. 

***** 

When  the  manager  of  the  Britannica  fin- 
ished reading  this  report,  "ne  soliloiiuized 
about  as  follows:  "Of  course  it  is  a  plain  case 
— an  honest  loss,  and  one  we  willpayat  once  in 
full,  and  I  will  add  fifty  dollars  from  my  own 
pocket  for  that  sweet  little  woman. 

"Workman  is  a  fool  in  many  respects  and 
heartless  as  well.  We  will  call  him  in.  but 
what  can  I  do  with  him?  He  is  patient  and 
honest,  but  bigoted  and  headstrong  as  a  bull. 
Bv  Jove  !  the  verv    ihinsr.      Recommend   him 


to  the  compact  as  examiner  of  complaints.  I'll 
do  it '."  And  he  did — and  Workman  fills  the 
bill  exactly,  and  at  last  has  "arrived." — Re- 
port of  Earnest  Workman,  special  agent 
Britannica  Assui-ance  Company. 


To  the  Members  of    Local  Life  Associations. 

The  following  subjects  are  recommended 
for  discussion  by  the  local  associations,  the 
same  being  those  suggested  by  President 
Johnson  iu  his  address  at  Saratoga : 

I.  Can  we  have  a  department  of  instruction, 
conducted  along  general  lines,  irrespective  of 
companies,  that  shall  be  mutually  helpful  to 
solicitors  and  general  agents? 

'2.  Is  a  bureau  of  information  desirable, 
whereby  the  character  and  ability  of  all 
agents,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  associa- 
tion, may  be  obtained  for  the  protection  of 
general  agents? 

3.  Should  authorized  agents  only  be  em- 
ployed by  general  agents,  and  the  so  called 
curb-stone  brokers  be  excluded  from  the 
business? 

4.  At  what  point  in  securing  life  insurance 
should  competition  cease? 

').    Under  what  circumstances  is  a  general 
agent  justifiable  in  negotiating  with  an  agent 
under  contract  with  another  company  ? 
6.     How  shall  we  suppress  twisting? 
We  suggest   that   one  subject   be   selected 
for  each  meeting,  and  that  some  one  or  more 
members  be  asked  in  advance  to  be  specially 
prepared  to  speak  and  that  others  follow. 
W.  G.  Cakkoll, 
Charles  E.  Abt, 
H.  E.  TowxsEXD, 
Committee  on  Topics. 


The  Crafty  Craft. 
We  notice  that  a  number  of  our  contempo- 
raries think  it  necessary   to  head   their   ac- 
knowledgments, "Received  with  Thanks." 

The  Insurance  Herald  keeps  up  its  end  of 
the  string  high  indeed,  and  we  wonder  what 
excuse  the  field  can  offer  for  its  existence. 

VoGELMUTH,  of  the  Western  Underwriter,  it 
grieves  us  to  say,  must  hang  up  his  fiddle 
awhile,  and  lie  in  the  shade.  C.  M.  Cart- 
wright  is  a  worthy  successor. 

Here  is  a  sample  of  the  mysterious  wit  of  a 
"  preachment "'  contemporary  :  "In  the  early 
days  of  matches,  ignition  was  effected  by 
much  friction,  chiefly  on  the  coat-sleeve. — 
Scottish  Clitic.  Queer  place  to  wear  a  coat- 
sleeve  !" 
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"Ah,  how  was  that?" 

"They  were  given  to  me   \>y   Mrs.   Panky." 

(The  Paukeys  again— a  tell-tale  admission 
this). 

My  mind  was  now  thorougly  made  up,  -but 
in  order  to  give  the  assured  the  benefit  of 
every  doubt,  I  closed  the  examination  and  de- 
voted the  rest  of  the  day  and  evening  to  deep 
thought  until  I  become  thoroughly  satisfied 
that  my  conclusions  were  correct  in  every 
particular. 

On  the  fourth  day  I  met  the  assured  and  his 
wife  by  appointment,  and  said  ,to  them  in  a 
calm  but  impressive  manner:  "Your  fire  is 
shrouded  in  mystery.  You  state  the  chimney 
was  of  brick,  plastered  in  and  out;  that  there 
was  no  fire  in  the  stove,  and  that  the  matches 
were  on  the  mantlepiece  out  of  reach  of  the 
chidren  or  the  cat,  and  that  you  were  the  last 
in  the  house."  Beyond  a  doubt  these  remarks 
were  convincing  and  telling.  I  informed 
them  I  should  want  more  time,  and  to  call 
around  at  5-30  o'clock.  This  was  another 
well-directed  precaution.  My  object  was  to 
give  myself  more  time  and  possibly  to  wring 
from  them  some  other  acknowledgement  of 
their  guilt,  and,  as  I  predicted,  when  they  ar- 
rived the  wife  burst  into  tears  and  said  ; 

"I'm  afraid  you're  not  going  to  pay  us,  and 
we  have  lost  everything." 

"Not  everything,"  said  the  man,  "as  long 
as  I  have  you." 

At  this  the  woman  smiled  through  her 
tears,  and  put  her  arm  around  her  husband. 
These  further  evidences  of  weakness  and  du- 
plicity filled  me  with  indignation,  and  I 
promptly  informed  them  that  a  loss  like 
theirs,  shrouded  in  mystery,  would  have  to 
be  sudmitted  to  the  company,  together  with 
all  the  evidence  I  had  obtained,  and  that  I 
would  recommend  that  the  claim  be  not  al- 
lowed. 

This  verdict  was  taken  by  them  without  a 
wox'd  of  retaliation,  but  with  a  crestfallen 
and  doubtful  look.  Tliey  had  convicted  tiiem- 
sclves. 

***** 

When  the  manager  of  the  Britannica  fin- 
ished reading  this  report,  he  soliloquized 
about  as  follows  :  "Of  course  it  is  a  plain  case 
— an  honest  loss,  and  one  we  will  payat  once  in 
full,  and  I  will  add  fifty  dollars  from  my  own 
pocket  for  that  sweet  little  woman. 

"Workman  is  a  fool  in  many  respects  and 
heartless  as  well.  We  will  call  him  in,  but 
what  can  I  do  with  him?  He  is  patient  and 
honest,  but  bigoted  and  headstrong  as  a  bull. 
By  Jove  !  the  very    thing.      Recommend   him 


to  the  compact  as  examiner  of  complaints.  I'll 
doit!"  And  he  did — and  Workman  fills  the 
bill  exactly,  and  at  last  has  "arrived." — Re- 
port of  Earnest  Workman,  special  agent 
Britannica  Assurance  CompanJ^ 


Xo  the  Members  of    Local  Life   Associations. 

The  following  subjects  are  recommended 
for  discussion  by  the  local  associations,  the 
same  being  those  suggested  by  President 
Johnson  in  his  address  at  Saratoga : 

1.  Can  we  have  a  department  of  instruction, 
conducted  along  general  lines,  irrespective  of 
companies,  that  shall  be  mutually  helpful  to 
solicitors  and  general  agents? 

2.  Is  a  bureau  of  information  desirable, 
whereby  the  character  and  ability  of  all 
agents,  within  tlie  jurisdiction  of  the  associa- 
tion, may  be  obtained  for  the  protection  of' 
general  agents? 

3.  Should  authorized  agents  only  be  em- 
ployed by  general  agents,  and  the  so  called 
curb-stone  brokers  be  excluded  from  the 
business? 

4.  At  what  point  in  securing  life  insurance 
should  competition  cease? 

5.  Under  what  circumstances  is  a  general 
agent  justifiable  in  negotiating  with  an  agent 
under  contract  with  another  company? 

6.  How  shall  we  suppress  twisting? 

We  suggest   that   one  subject  be   selected 
for  each  meeting,  and  that  some  one  or  more 
members  be  asked  in  advance  to  be  specially 
prepared  to  speak  and  that  others  follow. 
W.  G.  Carroll, 
Charles  E.  Adt, 
h.  e.  townsend, 
Committee  on  Topics. 


The  Crafty  Craft. 

We  notice  that  a  number  of  our  contempo- 
raries think  it  necessary  to  head  their  ac- 
knowledgments, "Received  with  Thanks." 

The  Insurance  Herald  keeps  up  its  end  of 
the  string  high  indeed,  and  we  wonder  what 
excuse  the  field  can  offer  for  its  existence. 

VoGELMUTH,  of  the  Western  Underwriter,  it 
grieves  us  -to  say,  must  hang  up  his  fiddle 
awhile,  and  lie  in  the  shade.  C.  M.  Cart- 
wright  is  a  worthy  successor. 

Here  is  a  sample  of  the  mysterious  wit  of  a 
"  preachment  "  contemporary  :  "In  the  early 
days  of  matches,  ignition  was  effected  by 
much  fi'iction,  chiefly  on  the  coat-sleeve. — 
Scottish  Critic.  Queer  place  to  wear  a  coat- 
sleeve!" 
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Improved  Prospects. 

Lighter  losses  in  the  past  two  months, 
as  compared  with  last  year,  reduce  the 
excess  of  a  few  weeks  ago,  from  half  a 
million,  say,  to  a  quarter  of  a  million. 


Another  Missouri  Mutual  Fails. 

Assets  (notes  available  for  assessment) 
$2,329;  liabilities  or  claims  filed^  $5,780; 
cash,  nit.  Therefore  insolvency;  and  the 
Millers  Mutual  Fire  of  Kansas  City  has 
been  notified  by  the  Missouri  insurance 
department  to  cease  doing  business.  Two 
fires  in  a  single  week  will  kill  almost  any 
mutual. 

The  Assessment  Insurance  Plan. 
And  now  the  honest  farmer  packs 

His  apples  up  for  town; 
This  is  the  top  row  of  his  sacks: 

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
And  this  is  lower  down: 

oooooooooooooooooooooooooo. 

Not  so  insurance  that  is  run 
Upon  the  assessment  plan; 

These  are  the  calls  when  first  begun 
oooooooooooooooooooooooo 
They  measure  but  a  span. 

But  as  the  years  go  gliding  by, 
Assessments  grow  and  grow, 

Till  finally  they  get  so  big. 
They  always  look  just  so: 

oooooooooooooooo 

—The  Monev  Maker. 


President  Alexander  at  the  Banquet. 
"I  feel,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  that  I 
stand  tonight  in  the  presence  of  those 
who  make  public  opinion  in  our  profes- 
sion. You  are  the  people,  so  far  as  life 
insurance  is  concerned.  What  you  say 
generally  goes.  You  form,  you  mold,  the 
character  and  method  of  the  managers  of 
the  companies.  We  cannot  get  along 
without  you,  and  we  do  not  want  to,  but 
I  want  to  ask  you  individually,  in  the 
privacy  of  this  gathering^,  in  absolute 
confidence,  whether  you  do  not  think  that 
sometimes  there  is  a  little  too  much  of 
that  philosophy  in  our  agency  competi- 
tion   which    was     attributed     to     David 


Harum.  "Do  others  as  you  think  they 
would  do  you,  and' do  it  fusf?" 

"Now,  it  is  understood,  my  friends, 
that  we  have  got  to  hustle  in  this  busi- 
ness. 

"I  saw  in  that  same  Atchison  Globe — if 
there  is  any  gentleman  here  from  Kansas 
he  will  see  that  I  read  the  papers  of  that 
state  very  attentively — that  the  editor 
said:  'A  man  has  been  sitting  all  day 
near  this  office  on  a  drygoods  box  looking 
for  business. ' 

"Well,  thei^e  ai"e  about  5,000  life  insur- 
ance agents  in  the  United  States  hustling 
in  that  same  way  and  charging  their  fail- 
vire  against  the  trusts.  " 


What's  in  a  Name? 

The  Traders  Fire  of  New  York  was 
originally  a  Lloyds,  which  secured  some 
good  names  as  underwriters,  and  later  as 
stockholders. 

Some  of  the  wealthiest  and  best  known 
men  were  stockholders  of  this  rotten  fire 
insurance  company — such  as  Levi  P.  Mor- 
ton, Chauncey  M.  Depew,  John  Jacob 
Astor,  Howard  Gould,  Warner  Miller, 
etc. 

A  strong  array  of  references  which 
proved  nothing  I  The  Traders  was  not 
well  managed,  and  for  a  long  time  was 
insolvent.  A  false  statement  of  its  con- 
dition was  sworn  to — despite  the  noble 
names  of  stockholders. 

We  call  attention  to  these  names,  and 
references,  because  it  is  the  custom  for 
fire  mutuals  and  for  assessment  companies 
to  parade  a  lot  of  names  of  men  promi- 
nent in  the  community.  Names  may 
prove  to  be  very  misleading.  They  cer- 
tainly cannot  be  accepted  as  evidence  of 
either  good  management  or  solvency. 


Farmers  in  England,  are,  as  a  class, 
rated  more  liable  to  accidents  than  men 
who  work  indoors,  and  have  therefore  to 
pay  a  little  more  for  insurance  protection. 
In  a  recent  number  of  Business  we  find 
some  of  the  ways  in  which  farmers  meet 
with  accidents,  to  wit:— A  farmer  at 
Northampton  was  killed  by  a  wasp,  and 
another  at  Chard   was  butted  by  a  calf. 
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whilst  a  thii-d  was  worried  by  a  sow. 
Recently  one  of  the  accident  com- 
panies paid  a  claim  of  £1.000  to  the 
wife  of  a  farmei'  whose  death  result- 
ed from  a  thorn.  It  appears  that 
whilst  taking-  a  sample  of  oats  in  his  hands, 
he  ra^n  a  thorn  under  his  nail.  A  farmer 
residing-  at  Little  Crosby,  near  Liverpool, 
went  into  his  garden  to  talie  a  hive  of 
bees,  when  he  was  attaciced  by  them  and 
severely  stung  about  the  head  and  face. 
When  he  returned  to  the  house  he  com- 
plained of  feeling  very  unwell,  and  died 
before  medical  aid  could  be  procured. 


The  World's  Great  Fires. 

CUKONOLOGICAL      LIST      OF        BISASTKOUS       CON- 
FLAGRATIONS. 

President  U.  C.  Crosby,  of  the  National 
Fire  Protection  Association,  has  compiled  a 
list  of  the  great  fires  of  the  world  for  pi-es- 
entation  at  the  last  annual  meeting  of  that 
body,  which  was  recently  held  in  New  York. 
Great  interest  has  been  taken  in  the  list, 
which  has  been  widely  published.  The  great 
fires,  as  published,  have  been  arranged  in 
chi'onological  order  by  enterprising  Rough 
Notes,  as  follows : 

Years  of  conflagration  and  where  they  occurred. 
A.  D. 

The  city  of  Lyons  destroyed. 

Rome  nearly  destroyed— conflagration  lasted 
eight  days. 

London's  flrst  great  fire  occurred. 

London's  second  great  fire  nearly  destroyed 
the  city. 

Venice  destroyed  by  fire. 

London  for  the  third  time  nearly  destroyed 
by  tire. 

Berlin  destroyed. 

Venice  a  second  time  destroyed  by  flre. 

Berne  destroyed. 

London's  "Great  Fire,"  13,200  buildings  de- 
stroyed. 

Berne  a  second  time  destroyed  by  fire. 

Edinburgh  nearly  destroyed  by  flre. 

Lisbon  destroyed. 

Copenhagen  devasted  by  the  burning  of  1,650 
houses. 

Constantinople— 12, 000  houses  burned  down. 

St.  Petersburg— 2,000  houses  destroyed. 

Constantinople  partially  destroyed,  flre  last- 
ed five  days. 

Constantinople  —  third  great  fire,  io,ooo 
houses  desti-oyed. 

Moscow— 18,000  buildings  destroyed. 

Constantinople— sixth  great  flre,  destroying 
15,000  houses. 

Smyrna  partially  destroyed,  and  from  1762  to 
1841  great  fires  have  occurred  in  this  city. 


59- 
64. 

798. 
982. 

H06. 
1212. 

1405. 
1577. 
1634- 
1666. 

1680. 
1700. 
1707. 
1728. 

1729. 
1736. 

1745- 

1750- 

1752. 
1756. 

1762. 


1782, 

1791, 
1795- 

1796. 


1812. 


1820. 
1835. 


1837- 


1845. 
1845- 

1845. 

1S46. 

1849- 

1850. 

1850. 

1851. 
1851. 

1S52. 
1862. 

1S66. 

1S66. 
1870. 

1S72. 


1872. 
1877. 


Constantinople-seventh  great  flre  destroyed 

10,000  houses. 
Constantinople— 32,000  houses  destroyed. 
Copenhagen— second  conflagration,  burning 

1,563  houses. 
Charlestown,  Mass.— more  than  300, oco  dols. 

worth  of  property  destroyed. 
Constantinople— tenth  notable  conflagration, 

30,000  houses. 
Moscow  burned  by  the  Russians  to  prevent 

the    French    occupation;     38,000    houses, 

valued  at  150,000,000  dollars,  destroyed. 
Constantinople— eleventh  great  flre;    15,000 

houses  and  shops  consumed. 
Savannah,  Ga.— 463  buildings  burned. 
New  York— a  conflagration  burned  over  flfty- 

two  acres,  causing  a  loss  of  15,000,000  dols. 
St.  John,  N.  B.— the  business  portion  of  the 

city  nearly  destroyed. 
Charlestown,    Mass.  — 1,158    buildings     de: 

stroyed. 
Hamburg— 4,219  buildings,  valued  at  35,000,- 

000  dols. 
Quebec— 3,200  buildings  destroyed. 
Pittsburg,  Pa.— 100  buildings,  loss  of  1,000,- 

000  dols. 
New   York— 300   acres,    valued   at    7,500,000 

dols.  destroyed. 
St.  John's,    Newfoundland— loss    estimated 

at  50.000,000  dols. 
St.  Louis — fifteen  buildings  valued  at  3,000,- 

coo  dols.  destroyed. 
Montreal— a  great  fire  in  this  city  destroyed 

250  buildings. 
Philadelphia— 400  buildings  destroyed  by  a 

single  flre. 
St.  Louis— 2,500  buildings  were  destroyed. 
San  Francisco,  Cal.— 2,500  buildings,  valued 

at  10,000,000  dols. 
Montreal— 12,000  buildings  destroyed. 
St.  Petersburg — 5,000,000  dols.  worth  of  prop- 
erty destroyed. 
Quebec  — 2,500     buildings     and     seventeen 

churches. 
Portland,  Me.— 1,743  buildings  destroyed. 
Pera— 7,000   buildings,    valued   at    25,000,000 

dols.,  destroyed. 
Chicago — the  greatest  conflagration  of  mod- 
ern times;  2.124  acres  covered  by  build- 
ings, of  vfhich  17,430  were  consumed,  val- 
ued at  160,000,000  dols. 
Boston,  Mass.— 776  buildings,  valued  at  75,- 

000,000  dols.,  destroyed. 
St.  Jotms,  N.  B.— over  200  acres,  net  loss  of 

13,000,000  dols. 


Rail-way  Stock  Assets  Involved. 
The  outcome  of  the  suit  instituted  by  the  Conti- 
nental against  the  N.  Y.  Central  Railroad  Co. 
will  be  awaited  with  a  great  deal  of  interest  by 
insurance  officials  the  world  over,  their  companies 
being  the  holders  of  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars 
in  the  securities  of  railroad  properties  in  the 
United  States. 
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The  Central  operates  the  Harlem  under  a  lease 
given  in  1873  for  the  term  of  401  years.  At  the  date 
of  the  execution  of  the  lease  the  Harlem  author- 
ized the  issue  of  bonds  of  the  par  value  of  twelve 
million  dollars,  hearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  sev- 
en per  cent  per  annum  and  maturing  in  1900.  The 
Central  agreed  to  pay  to  the  Harlem  an  annual 
rent  by  paying,  in  addition  to  other  rentals  speci- 
fied in  the  lease,  interest  on  the  bonds  at  the  rate 
of  seven  per  cent  per  annum.  This  rental  the  Central 
paid  up  to  the  maturity  of  the  bonds.  In  1882  the  Cen- 
tral and  Harlem  entered  into  a  contract' in  writing 
supplemental  to  the  lease.  By  this  supplemental 
contract  the  directors  of  the  parties  thereto,  or 
either  of  them,  the  stockholders  of  the  parties,  or 
either  of  them,  were  enjoined  from  changing  or 
amending  articles  one  and  two  of  the  lease  of  1873. 
These  articles  provided  for  the  rentals  and  their 
terms  of  payment.  The  parties  also  covenanted 
that  the  rentals  should  be  paid  during  the  whole 
term  of  the  lease,  and  this  clause  was  also  made 
irrevocable  through  subsequent  boards  of  directors 
or  stockholders.  This  supplemental  agreement 
tile  stockholders  of  the  two  roads  ratified  by  the 
unanimous  vote  of  the  stock  voted. 

In  1897  the  Harlem  authorized  the  issue  of  $12,- 
000,000  new  first  mortgage  bonds  to  retire  the  old 
issue  of  1873.  The  interest  rate  on  the  new  bonds 
was  fixed  at  three  and  one-half  per  cent ;  and  right 
here  is  where  the  presence  of  a  colored  gentleman 
and  a  woodpile  is  first  made  manifest.  Very  soon 
after  the  directors  of  the  Harlem— since  1896  a 
majority  of  the  Central's  directors  were  also  a 
majority  of  the  directors  of  the  Harlem— delivered 
the  new  bonds  in  trust  for  distribution.  The  di- 
rectors of  the  Central  became  convinced  that  the 
reduction  in  the  interest  charges  on  the  Harlem 
bonds,  $220,000  per  annum,  should  be  absorbed  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Central's  stockholders.  This 
they  proceeded  to  put  into  effect  at  a  joint  meeting 
of  the  executive  committees  of  the  two  boards  of 
directors.  The  same  individuals  were  the  owners 
of  a  majority  of  the  stock  of  the  two  roads. 

Thus  by  this  second  supplemental  agreement 
the  rentals  the  stockholders  of  the  Harlem  were 
entitled  to  from  the  stockholders  of  the  Central 
were  lopped  off  $220,000  per  annum,  being  a  total 
amount  for  the  period  of  $82,280,000,  without  addi- 
tions of  interest,  notwithstanding  and  in  direct 
violation  of  the  solemn  covenants  of  the  first  sup- 
plemental contract  wherein  it  was  specifically 
agreed  that  no  change  or  amendments  could  be 
made  to  the  fixed  rentals  of  the  lease  of  1873  during 
the  life  thereof. 


CLA.WSES. — A  leading  iusurance  journal  calls 
attention  to  a  cancellation  clause  which  pro- 
vides that  the  insured  shall  accept  $1.00  as 
full  return  premium  in  case  he  wants  to  sur- 
render the  policy.  Three-quarter  loss  clauses, 
three-quarter  value  clauses,  co-insurance 
clauses  and  above  form  of  cancellation  clause, 
when  not  provided  for  by  general  agreement 
in  all  policies,  and  understood  bj-  the  insured, 


are  clawses  that,  while  enabling  the  under- 
cutter  to  sell  cheap  and  &tay  on  earth,  give  to 
legitimate  underwriting  a  black  eye,  bring 
forth  valued-policy  laws  and  other  unfriendly 
(self-defense)  legislation,  and  could  be  im- 
proved upon  by  a  clause  providing  that  -'in 
event  of  loss  this  policy  shall  be  void."  — 
Sextoniana. 

Casualty  Notes. 

The  Fkankfokt  has  been  admitted  to  In- 
diana. 

TuE  experiment  of  giving  medicines  and 
attendance  on  the  industrial  accident  plan, 
by  the  Guardian,  was  not  a  success  so  far  as 
Chicago  is  concerned. 

M.\NAGER  Chase  of  the  New  Amsterdam 
came  out  on  top  in  the  recent  election,  but 
his  directory  candidates  had  only  a  majority 
of  96  in  a  total  of  2,930. 

Insurance  Report  has  a  good  deal  to  say 
about  the  man  with  a  shirt  waist.  Now  won't 
Editor  Brown  tell  us  that  over-due  story  of 
the  man  without  a  shirt.  Mathew  Marvel, 
put  a  pin  there. 

The  premature  discharge  of  the  evening 
gun  at  a  National  Guard  encampment  was 
caused  by  somebody  throwing  a  cigar  butt 
into  some  powder  which  had  fallen  to  the 
ground.  Two  guardsmen  were  killed,  and 
nine  others,  including  civilians,  were  injured. 
This  grewsome  item  is  an  argument  for  acci- 
dent insurance. 

The  Pennsylvania  Ins.  Rep.  lists  the  new 
casualty  companies  recently  organized  in 
that  state  as  follows: 

The  General  Accident  Ins.  Co.  of  Philadel- 
phia, capital  §100,000. 

The  Pennsylvania  Casualty  Companj'  of 
Scranton,  capital  $(100,000. 

The  Philadelphia  Casualty  Company  of 
Philadelphia,  capital  $100,000. 

The  receivers  of  the  Guarantors  Finance  Co. 
and  Guarantors  Liability  and  Indemnity  Co. 
report  receipts. ?40, 156  and  §5, 132  expenditures. 
The  appraised  value  of  the  assets  is  -$163,753: 
the  book  value  is  ^^l, 753,721.  Note  the  enor- 
mous difference.  The  liabilities  are  1852,963. 
The  claimants  may  recover  15  per  cent;  yet 
this  guaranty  company,  like  the  Traders  Fire 
of  New  York,  had  a  "strenuous"  arra}'  of 
heavy-weight  business  men  as  directors,  etc. 


Every  insurance  agent,  every  insurance 
company,  every  insurance  journal  owner,  be- 
lieves in  expansion. 
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Accident    Swindler    in    Southern     California. 

The  following  is  taken  from  a  Los  Angeles 
daily  of  recent  date  : 

PuLLEKTOX,  Sept.  22. — A  smooth  young-  man 
who  gave  the  names  of  Sneed  and  Roos, 
skinned  the  Fullerton  oil  field  people  out  of 
several  hundred  dollars  recently.  Armed 
with  insurance  blanks  and  a  receipt  book  all 
in  due  form,  the  sharper  made  the  rounds  of 
the  workmen  and  insured  them  against  acci- 
dent. A  charge  of  $1  a  month  was  made,  and 
four  months  collected  in  advance.  The  agent 
escaped  infringement  upon  postal  laws  by  as- 
suring everybody  that  communication  by  mail 
with  the  company  would  be  unnecessary  at 
any  time,  as  an  agent  would  visit  and  collect 
from  them  every  quarter.  Two  weeks  ago 
A.  S.  Yost,  a  Santa  Fe  well  man,  mashed  his 
finger.  He  had  the  injury  attended  by  a 
physician,  and  sent  in  his  certificate  to  the 
alleged  office  of  the  company  at  Los  Angeles. 
The  certificate  and  accompanying  letter  came 
back  this  week,  the  Los  Angeles  postoffice  be- 
ing unable  to  find  anything  of  the  company. 


Life  Notes. 

The  Connecticut  Mutual  Life  will  soon  issue 
an  attractive  new  policy  on  the  ten-payment 
twenty-year  endowment  plan. 

The  editor  of  this  paper,  in  seventeen  and 
a  half  years,  "reckons"  that  he  has  written 
up  over  fourhundred  assessment  life  and  acci- 
dent associations,  all  but  about  ten  of  which 
are  dead.  The  majority  operated  on  the 
Pacific  Coast. 

The  usual  dissatisfied  member  charges  the 
Northwestern  Life  of  Chicago  with  "illegal 
methods"  "manipulation  of  moneys"  and 
other  wicked  conduct,  because  it  reinsured. 
The  fact  is,  it  reinsured  because  it  was  virtu- 
ally insolvent.  What  about  the  reinsurer, 
the  Mutual  Reserve  Fund?     Echo  answers. 

For  some  unknown  and  stupid  reason  the 
five  minute  speeches,  which  were  one  of  the 
best  features  of  the  convention,  were  cut  out 
just  at  the  time  when  they  were  most  inter- 
esting and  instructive.  Delegates  were  dis- 
appointed, as  was  clearly  shown  by  remai'ks 
made  by  them  after  the  session  adjourned. 
Some  of  them  had  come  manymiles,  had  speech- 
es prepared  and  expected  to  be  heard,  but  they 
had  theirtroublefor  their  pains.  FoUovvingare 
a  few  gems  from  the  five  minute  talks :  Sel- 
dom does  the  citizen  insure  of  his  own  ini- 
tiative. A  man  once  applied  to  me  for  insur- 
ance without  solicitation  and  four  months  later 


was  in  the  insane  asylum  of  Louisiana. — T.  H. 
Bowles.  I  believe  the  time  is  coming  when 
the  question  of  uniformity  of  contracts  to  gen- 
eral agents  and  managers  and  the  uniformity 
of  contracts  of  general  agents  and  managers 
to  special  agents  will  be  the  living,  burning  • 
question  of  the  insurance  world. ^William 
Tolmau.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  slipshod 
work  in  life  insui-ance.  We  have  got  to  re- 
alize the  foi'ce  of  mind  on  mind. — James  Yere- 
ance.  In  the  sheer  side  of  mentality  our  pro- 
fession offers  an  unusual  opportunity. — C.  W. 
Scovei.  It  is  the  impressive  talker  that  gets 
the  business,  not  the  voluble  or  volatile  one. 
I  believe  every  man  can  be  insured  by  the 
right  man  in  the  right  way  and  at  the  right 
time.  Teach  the  agent  how  to  impress  men 
with  what  he  has  to  sell.  The  world  always  _ 
sympathizes  with  the  unsuccessful  man  and 
patronizes  the  successful  one. — W.  M.  Scott. 
—The  Surveyor. 

Yet  another  fallacy,  now  happily  exploded, 
is  the  theory  that  the  pi'ofits  of  a  mutual  life 
assurance  company  should  be  divided  in  the 
same  way  as  the  profits  of  a  business  enter- 
prise would  be  among  the  partners;  in  other 
words,  in  proportion  to  the  amount  invested 
by  each  in  the  company.  It  was  at  one  time 
held  in  some  quarters  that  this  was  the  only 
businesslike  way  of  arranging  the  mattei", 
and  the  surplus  was  accordingly  divided  in 
proportion  to  the  reserve  on  each  policy,  that 
being  considered  to  be  the  capital  standing 
to  the  credit  of  each  member  or  partner. 
The  fallacy  lay  in  forgetting  that  the  profits 
of  the  institution  are  not  obtained  from  out- 
siders, as  in  an  ordinary  business,  but  are 
merely  the  surplus  contributions  of  the  part- 
ners themselves,  and  should  therefore  be  di- 
vided, not  in  proportion  to  the  capital  invested 
by  each,  but  in  proportion  to  the  contribution 
made  to  the  surplus  by  each. — Macaulay. 

The  classification  of  life  risks,  with  a  rate 
or  dividend  according  to  the  classification, 
seems  suggested  by  a  paper  read  by  Actuary 
Emory  McClintock  of  the  Mutual  Life,  before 
the  recent  international  congress  of  actuaries 
in  Paris.  We  quote :  "It  is  more  important 
for  the  future  interests  of  life  insurance  to 
learn  how  .fishermen  compare  with  farmers, 
how  physicians  compare  with  clergymen,  how 
brewers  compare  with  manufacturers  of  soda 
water,  and  the  likp,  than  it  is  to  gather  to- 
gether all  these  heterogeneous  materials  into 
one  grand  average  in  the  form  of  a  new  life 
table.  As  time  goes  on  it  will  become  more 
and  more  the  duty  of  every  actuarial   society 
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to  gather  materials  for  the  investigation  of 
special  classes  of  risks  varying  according  to 
occupation  or  otherwise,  and  to  abstain  more 
and  more  from  the  mere  piling  together  of 
heterogeneous  materials  towards  the  forma- 
tion of  another  conglomerate  table." 


would  be  certain  of  protection,  and  he 
could  watch  several  baskets  as  intelli- 
gently and  efficiently  as  he  could  watch 
one. 


American  Legion  of  Honor. 

The  scaling  of  outstanding-  policies  from 
$5,000  to  $2,000,  by  the  American  Legion 
of  Honor,  is  reducing  the  death  losses  of 
course. 

The  Ordei'  of  Chosen  Friends  was  obliged 
to  '"i-eorganize"  in  the  same  way  several 
years  ago.  Such  is  the  way  fraternal 
insurance  performs  its  promises. 


"Put  All  Your  Eggs  in  One  Basket." 

Mark  Twain  probably  had  a  scattering 
investment  in  stocks,  and  temporarily 
lost  sight  of  some  stock  while  it  fell  in 
value.  That  may  be  the  reason  he  put 
these  words  in  the  mouth  of  Puddin' 
Head  Wilson — 

"Put  all  your  eggs  in  one  basket,— and 
watch  it." 

We  notice  that  two  or  three  papers — 
owned  by  life  companies — print  this  ad- 
vice of  an  unsuccessful  financier,  and 
draw  the  moral  that  a  man  should  cai'ry 
all  his  insurance  in  one  company — in  ''the 
best"  company  of  course — in  "our"  com- 
pany. 

The  application  of  Puddin'  Head's  ad- 
vice to  life  insurance  is  far  from  clear  to 
a  disinterested  person.  Depending  on 
one  "basket"'  the  insured  runs  the  risk  of 
losing  all  his  "eggs"— and  thus  defeats 
the  principal  object  of  life  insurance, 
which  is  protection.  It  is  better  to  run 
the  risk  of  collecting  only  half  than  to 
risk  all. 

Imagine  a  policyholder  "watching"  his 
company.  Would  there  be  a  sillier  spec- 
tacle? Supposing  he  discovered  danger  to 
his  "basket,"  could  he  save  his  "protec- 
tion"? Would  his  wit  make  him  insui-- 
able  in  another  comjiany?  What  good 
would  his  "watching"  do? 

On  the  other  hand,  with  his  "eggs"  in 
two  or  three   life   insurance  baskets   he 


An  Episode   in   the   Career    of   an    Insurance 
Manager. 

Apaong  the  papers  which  recently  came 
into  possession  of  the  executors  of  a  gen- 
tleman who  had  attained  a  pi'ominent 
position  in  one  of  the  great  fire  and  life 
insurance  companies  was  found  the  follow- 
ing correspondence.  It  was  said  that  the 
deceased  gentleman,  in  his  old  age,  was 
rather  fond  of  relating  his  first  experi- 
ence as  local  manager,  when,  at  a  compar- 
atively early  age,  he  was  placed  in  charge 
of  the  Muddlepool  branch  of  a  large  in- 
surance company.  His  dismissal  from 
this  office  turned  out  to  be  a  very  fort- 
unate thing  for  him.  v 

Extracts  from  correspondence  between 
Mr.  Flareup  Proddem,  general  manager 
in  London  of  the  Red  Tape  and  Proposal 
Fire  and  Life  Insurance  Company,  and 
the  resident  secretary  of  the  Muddlepool 
bi-anch  of  that  office. 

London  to  Muddlepool: 

"We  desire  to  draw  your  attention  to 
the  item  of  4d.  for  washing  towels  which 
appears  each  week  in  your  quarterly 
petty  cash  statements.  This  sum  seems 
to  us  excessive  considering  your  staff,  in- 
cluding yourself,  consists  only  of  eleven 
persons.  We  shall  be  obliged  by  your 
looking  into  the  matter.  " 
Muddlepool  to  London: 

TOWEL   WASHING. 

"In  reply  to  your  favor  of  yesterday,  I 
r-egret  that  the  weekly  charge  of  4d.  for 
washing  towels  had  not  specially  come 
under  my  notice.  On  enquiring.  I  am  in- 
formed by  the  clerks  that,  owing  to  the 
smoky  state  of  the  atmosphei-e  in  this 
city,  thej'  cannot  do  with  less  than  three 
clean  towels  between  them  each  week. 
So  far  as  I  personally  am  concerned,  in 
order  to  meet  your  views,  I  shall  be  glad 
in  future  to  make  one  clean  towel  serve 
me  for  a  fortnight  instead  of  a  week  as 
hitherto. ' ' 
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London  to  Muddlepool: 

TOWEL   WASHING. 

"We  are  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of 
yesterday,  and  consider  your  reply  most 
unsatisfactory.  It  seems  that  until  we 
called  your  attention  to  it  you  were  not 
even  aware  of  the  existence  of  this  weekly 
charge  of  4d.  Are  you  under  the  impres- 
sion that  we  pay  you  a  handsome  salary 
simply  that  you  may  append  your  signa- 
ture to  any  document  which  your  subor- 
dinate may  place  before  you?  Negligence 
of  this  kind  makes  us  most  uneasy,  and 
fills  us  with  misgiving  as  to  your  capacity 
for  managing  our  important  Muddlepool 
branch. 

"In  this  connection  we  must  ask  you  to 
furnish  us  at  once  with  information  in 
the  following  points,  viz. : 

"1.  The  names  of  the  clerks  who  use 
the  towels. 

"2.  How  often  each  clerk  washes  his 
hands  in  the  office. 

"3.  How  the  towels  get  dirty  if  the 
clerks  wash  their  hands  pi'operly. 

"4.  The  name  and  address  of  the 
washerwoman. 

"Be  good  enough  to  send   us  the   vari- 
ous tenders  for  washing  towels  which  you 
have  received. " 
Muddlepool  to  London: 

TOWEL   WASHING. 

"I  duly  received  your  favor  of  yester- 
day, and  have  now  pleasui-e  in  enclosing 
schedule  containing  replies  to  your  ques- 
tions Nos.  1,  2,  and  -i,  which  I  hope  may 
be  considered  satisfactory.  With  regard 
to  No.  3,  though  I  have  given  to  it  a 
great  deal  of  anxious  thought,  I  much  re- 
gret that  I  have  not  yet  found  a  solution 
of  the  dirt  on  the  towels  problem.  I  am, 
however,  making  further  investigation. 

TENDERS. 

"As  the  charge  for  washing  each  towel 
was  only  Id.,  I  did  not  ask  for  tenders" 

London  to  Muddlepool  (after  a  fortnight's 
interval): 

TOWEL   WASHING. 

"We  have  had  under  our  serious  con- 
sideration the  contents  of  your  last  com- 


munication in  this  matter,  and  we  are 
compelled  to  say  that  your  inexcusable 
violation  of  Standing  Order  No.  301  (new 
series)  in  regard  to  tenders,  has  greatly 
shaken  our  confidence  in  you.  In  view  of 
the  very  grave  condition  of  things  at  your 
branch  revealed  by  this  coi-respondence, 
we  propose  sending  to-morrow  to  Muddle- 
pool our  chief  inspector,  Mr.  S.  P.  I. 
Ferrett,  to  make  a  thorough  investiga- 
tion into  and  report  upon  the  state  of 
aft'airs  at  your  branch,  after  which  I  will 
again  communicate  with  you." 

London  to  Muddlepool: 

MR.    S.    P.    I.    PERRETT'S     RECENT   VISIT 
TO    MUDDLEPOOL. 

"With  our  chief  inspector's  report  be- 
fore us,  we  have  no  option  but  to  ask  you 
to  send  in  your  i-esignation.  For  this 
course  Mr.  Ferrett  has  no  doubt  prepared 
you.  Whilst  your  feeble  and  imprac- 
ticable handling  of  the  towel  question  re- 
flected only  on  your  managerial  capacity, 
your  flagrant  violation  of  Standing  Order 
is  an  offence  so  unpardonable  as  to  call 
for  your  immediate  resignation.  As  you 
are  aware,  the  finding  by  our  chief  in- 
spector in  a  junior's  desk  of  a  piece  of 
cheese  led  ultimately  to  the  discovery  of 
the  serious  breaches  of  the  Standing  Or- 
ders, viz. : 

"1.  That  in  defiance  of  Standing  Or- 
der No.  157  (old  series)  one  of  your  juniors 
was  allowed  five  minutes  longer  for  lunch 
than  the  other  members  of  your  staflf, 
your  only  excuse  being  that  as  the  lad  was 
under  fourteen  his  j^arents  wished  him  to 
lunch  at  home.  This,  then,  is  the  way 
that  you  have  been  sacrificing  the  inter- 
ests of  the  shareholders  of  this  great  com- 
pany for  the  sake  of  humoi'ing  the  whims 
of  fidgety  fathers  and  mothers. 

"2.  That  in  contravention  of  Standing 
Order  No.  157  (old  series)  one  of  the 
clerks  occasionally  ate  his  lunch  in  the 
office.  Your  plea  that  you  were  unaware 
of  this  last  offence  we  must  decline  to  ac- 
cept in  the  face  of  the  remark  in  our 
chief  inspector's  report  that  the  piece  of 
cheese  found  in  the  junior's  desk  was 
more  than  well-matured.  " — Policyholder. 
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One  Year  Term  Business  and  More  Life 
Companies. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  reprint  from 
two  able  contemporaries  articles  approv- 
ing the  position  recently  taken  by  the 
editor  of  this  paper  in  favor  of  the  creat- 
ing of  new  life  insurance  companies.  The 
arguments  need  not  be  repeated. 

It  is  self-evident  that  among  the  con- 
ditions of  success,  for  such  new  companies, 
under  the  present  rebating  methods,  is 
authority  to  write  one  year  term  policies. 
We  have  never  yet  seen  any  valid  objec- 
tion to  this  restriction  of  liability  on  the 
first  year's  business. 

It  is  a  clean,  honest  way;  while  the 
rebating  way  is  underhand  and  demor- 
alizing. In  neither  case  is  there  a  contri- 
bution by  the  insured  to  the  legal  reserve 
fund — in  one  case  because  it  is  not  re- 
quired, in  the  other  case  because  it  is  re- 
bated, the  company  complying  with  the 
law  only  technically  by  trespassing  on  sur- 
plus belonging  to  other  policyholders. 

As  between  the  two,  we  prefer  the  writ- 
ing of  one  year  term  policies,  which  is  a 
perfectly  safe  and  legitimate  way  of  meet- 
ing illegitimate  competition. 


Fire. 

Prantle  characterizes  man  as  the  only  ani- 
mal familiar  with  the  use  of  fire,  and  capable 
of  applying  it  to  culinary  and  economical  pur- 
poses and  to  the  increase  of  personal  comfort. 
But  this  attainment  is  by  no  means  common 
to  all  mankind.  Homosapiens  inhabited  the 
earth  for  ages  before  he  discovered  methods 
of  generating  this  element  and  making  it 
subservient  to  his  interests.  The  habitual 
use  of  lire  is  the  sign  of  a  very  considerable 
advancement  toward  civilization,  and  maz'ks 
an  important  epoch  in  the  evolution  of  the 
race.  Chimpanzees,  gorillas  and  orang- 
outangs have  been  z-epeatedly  seen  bringing 
brushwood  and  throwing  it  on  the  campfires 
which  travelers  have  left  burning,  showing 
that  they  have  learned  by  observation  how  to 
keep  up  a  fire,  although  they  have  no  means 
and  do  not  understand  the  art  of  kindling  it. 
By  association  with  man  they  soon  acquire 
this  knowledge,  igniting  friction  matches, 
and  often  have  to  be  watched  carefully  like 
childi-en,  lest  they  should  do  immense  mis- 
chief unwittingly  as  incendiaries.    The  same 


is  tx'ue  of  ravens,  which,  when  tamed,  are 
fond  of  throwing  pieces  of  paper  and  other 
light  combustibles  on  the  glowing  coals,  and 
seeing  them  flash  into  flames.  This  favorite 
pastime  renders  them  exceedingly  dangerous 
inmates  of  the  house;  and  it  is  probably 
this  bird  that  was  spoken  of  by  Pliny  as  avis 
incendiaria. 

It  is  a  common  belief  that  many  animals  can 
see  ghosts  and  future  events.  Justinus  Ker- 
ner  declares  that  they  are  endowed  with 
second  sight,  and  that  numerous  facts  can  be 
adduced  in  proof  of  it.  This  uncanny  faculty 
is  supposed  to  be  especially  strong  in  dogs 
and  horses.  Storks,  too,  are  said  to  have  fore- 
seen the  burning  of  houses  on  which  they  had 
been  wont  to  build  their  nests,  and  to  have 
abandoned  them,  taking  up  their  abode  on 
other  buildings  or  on  trees  in  the  vicinity. 
No  sooner  had  the  anticipated  conflagration 
taken  place,  and  a  new  house  been  erected  on 
the  same  site,  than  they  returned  and  built 
their  nests  on  it  as  heretofore. 

To  the  foregoing  learned  disquisition  we  add 
the  following : 

Traces  of  ancient  fire  worship  could  be 
found  in  the  backwoods  of  free  America  not 
many  years  ago,  when  the  negligent  house- 
holder who  let  his  fire  go  out  ran  the  risk  of 
a  refusal  when  he  applied  to  a  neighbor  for  a 
coal  of  fire.  It  was  regarded  as  unlucky  to 
let  one's  hearth  fire  go  out,  or  to  give  a  re- 
newing coal  of  fire  to  the  negligent  neighbor. 


Not  Rotten— Putrid  is  the  Word. 

This  is  how  the  Insurance  Gazette  of  Bel- 
fast, Ireland,  looks  at  the  fire  situation  in 
this  country : 

Do  the  insurance  journals  of  the  United 
States  deliberately  overstate  the  difficulties 
with  which  insurance  companies  have  to  con- 
tend in  that  country  ?  The  question  is  one 
which  we  frequently  put  to  ourselves;  it  is 
one  we  do  not  pi'ofess  to  be  able  to  answer. 

If  the  condition  of  affairs  is  but  one-half  as 
bad  as  is  represented,  then,  indeed,  the  con- 
ditions of  business  are  deplorable. 

We  cannot  bring  ourselves  to  believe  that 
the  conditions  are  anything  like,  or  even  ap- 
proaching to,  what  is  pictured,  for  if  they  were 
the  companies  would  be  played  out  and  par- 
alyzed in  a  very  short  time.  When  troubles 
arise,  or  difficulties  present  themselves,  the 
only  remedy,  the  only  panacea,  suggested  is 
legislation  ;  so  much  so  that  legislation  is  sug- 
gested to  control  when  the  offices  should  be 
opened,  when  closed,  how  many  clerks  should 
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be  employed,  what  time  they  should  have  for 
lunch,  and  so  on. 

The  suggestions,  taken  as  a  sum  total, 
amount  to  this,  that  the  managers  and  direct- 
ors are  represented  to  be  a  pai'cel  of  nincom- 
poops, devoid  of  administrative  capacity',  the 
innocent  victims  of  circumstances  which  they 
do  not  seek  to  control  or  over-rule. 

That  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  delineation 
of  how  matters  stand  we  decline  to  believe. 
That  the  agents  of  the  companies  are  the 
master  minds  of  the  companies,  that  they 
manage  the  managers,  that  their  word  is  law, 
that  they  mould  the  destinies  of  the  compa- 
nies— no,  the  order  is  too  tall,  and  if  the  situa- 
tion is  bad  an  explanation  must  be  sought  for 
in  other  quarters. 

A  free  rein  may  have  been  given  to  competi- 
tion, there  may  be  too  many  competitors  in 
the  field,  an  appeal  may  have  been  made  to 
the  stern  arbitrament  of  those  laws  which 
bring  about  the  survival  of  the  fittest  and 
the  thinning  out  and  elimination  of  the 
weakly  and  sick. 

Periods  of  ease,  success,  pi'ogress,  and  pros- 
perity engender  and  produce  a  progeny  of 
small  fry,  whose  efforts  to  live  and  thrive  is 
invariably  followed  by  a  struggle  to  exist. 

At  first,  by  imperceptible  degrees,  conces- 
sion followed  by  concession  is  yielded  to  the 
insured,  and  by  degrees  paying  conditions  are 
abandoned.  At  last  the  state  of  affairs  be- 
comes intolerable,  when  a  loose  rein  is  thrown 
over  the  back  of  competition,  and  for  the  time 
being  chaos  reigns  supreme. 

Business  rapidly  drifts  from  bad  to  worse, 
margins  of  loss  take  the  place  of  balances  of 
profits,  and  then  sets  in  a  drain  upon  reserves. 

Young  companies  and  weak  companies  are 
unable  to  withstand  the  stress  of  foul  weather ; 
they  are  driven  to  surrender  at  discretion, 
pass  on  their  business  to  others,  or  it  may  be 
seek  refuge  in  liquidation. 

This  is  no  new  story  or  novel  experience. 
Things  look  dark,  dreary  and  depressing,  and 
but  little  comfort  can  be  derived  from  the 
reflection  that  exactly  the  same  conditions 
have  prevailed  before,  although  it  is  encourag- 
ing to  know  that  they  cannot  last,  and  as 
upon  previous  occasions  will  gradually  pass 
away. 

The  health  authorities  of  St.  Paul  ordered 
the  destruction  of  the  35  per  cent,  salvage  of 
a  cold  storage  building,  as  a  health  measure, 
there  being  much  decayed  and  decaying 
perishable  stuff  in  the  ruins.  A  hundred  bar- 
rels of  coal  oil  were  used.    The  Northwestern 


Mutual  Life,  which  had  a  mortgage   on   the 
propertj',  will  sue  the  city. 


Chips. 
— Manager  Driffield  is  in  Colorado. 
— Received. — The  27th  Pennsylvania  Life  Re- 
port: Israel  W.  Durham,  Ins.  Com. 
—Special  AcxENT  Mexdell  of  Salt  Lake,  of  the 
Fii-eman'sFund,  is  visiting  this  city. 
— M.  A.  Beale  has  been   appointed   agent   of 
the  Equitable  Life  at  Ft.  Steele,  B.  C. 
—Manager  Jno.  Scott  Wilson,  of  Mann   & 
Wilson,  mourns  the  death  of  his  mother. 

—The  Australian  Mutual  Provident's  "annual 
bonus"  mail  of  1.50,000  weighed  more  than  two 
tons. 

—J.  W.  G.  CoFRAN  has  been  elected  chairman  ' 
of  the  governing  committee  of  the  Western 
Union. 

—A  NEW  agreement  will  be  submitted  to 
Eastern  underwriters  by  a  new  committee  of 
fifteen. 

—Manager  Folger  and  the  Phoenix  staff  are 
well  settled  in  their  new  quarters  at  314  San- 
some  stz'eet. 

—General  Agent  Beaver  of  the  Pacific 
Mutual  recently  lost  a  valuable  dog.  It  was 
not  insured. 

—Base  Ball.— The  life  and  accident  depart- 
ments of  the  Pacific  Mutual  play  ball  and  cre- 
ate new  scores  at  the  Presidio  Saturday. 

—The  average  Coast  loss  ratio  to  date  this 
year  has  been  50  per  cent.,  assuming  that 
premiums  thus  far  are  75  per  cent,  of  last 
year's  total. 

—Hicks  &  Magee,  general  agents  of  the 
Phoenix  Mutual  Life,  San  Francisco,  have  dis- 
solved. Mr.  Hicks,  who  is  an  experienced 
life  insurance  man,  will  represent  the  com- 
pany as  general  agent. 

—Manager  Purcell  of  Chicago,  of  the  West- 
ern department  of  the  Sun  Insurance  Office, 
made  his  usual  annual  visit  to  San  Francisco 
this  month.  He  remained  only  three  or  four 
days,  and  returned  via  the  Central  Pacific 
on  Saturday,  the  13th. 

—San  Pedro,  Cal.  — ''The  fire  company  was 
handicapped  in  not  having  any  chemicals,  the 
parties  responsible  for  their  delivery  having 
failed  to  ship  them,  although  they  had  been 
ordered  months  ago."— Press  report.  J.  W. 
Davis,  the  editor,  appears  to  have  enemies. 
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^The  Traders  Fire  of  New  York,  it  now 
transpires,  was  impaired  to  the  extent  of  its 
capital  on  December  31.  The  examiner  says 
■the  sworn  statement  was  "grossly  false  in 
every  essential  particular." 

— CoMPLiMEXTAKY. — TESTIMONY:  From  "ex- 
perience" I  can  fully  "testify"  to  the  increas- 
ing and  unceasing  value  of  the  Coast  Review. 
As  the  Bible  is  the  proper  text-book  for  our 
faith  and  practice,  so  is  the  Coast  Review  the 
proper  text-book  for  the  guidance  of  the  fire 
and  life  underwriter.  As  chart  and  compass 
point  the  mariner  to  his  course,  so  the  Coast 
Review  safely  pilots  us  clear  of  the  shoals  of 
questionable  insurance,  into  the  Port  of  true 
Protection  and  noble  profession. 

J.   B.  FURMAN. 

State  Agent  Germania  Life. 
Seattle,  August  29. 

— What  sort  of  an  accident  risk  is  a  fat  man? 
Is  he  more  hazardous  than  the  thin  man?  Is 
he  as  good  as  the  tall  man,  the  short  man,  the 
scrawny  man,  he  with  the  bicycle  face  or  the 
fellow  with  the  washboard  diaphragm?  The 
advantage,  or  disadvantage,  of  a  coi'pulent 
gentleman  in  the  eye  of  the  medical  examiner 
for  accident  insurance  was  expounded  by  Dr. 
F.  F.  Laird,  a  well-known  medical  man  of 
Utica,  N.  Y.,  who  maintains  that  every  acci- 
dent company  should  regard  overwcigM  as  an 
extra  hazardous  risk.  The  fat  man  starts  off 
as  an  insurance  risk  with  small  lungs  (poor 
oxidation),  weak  heart  (imperfect  circulation), 
and  a  big  stomach  (overfeeding).— Business. 

— The  matter  of  raising  or  lowering  rates  of 
insurance  is  entii-ely  within  the  province  of 
the  officers  or  managers  of  insurance  com- 
panies; while  every  ofBcer,  manager,  and 
agent,  and  every  state  official  is  responsible 
in  some  degree  for  the  large  expense  ratio, 
and  for  the  almost  criminal  negligence,  on  the 
part  of  city  councils  and  state  legislatures,  in 
not  enacting  suitable  laws  for  the  proper  con- 
struction of  buildings,  the  care  of  same  there- 
after, and  for  the  severe  and  immediate  pun- 
ishment of  every  man  guilty  of  ar.«on  or  incen- 
diarism. We  shall  be  able  to  reduce  expenses 
very  materially  by  having  uniform  state  laws 
affecting  insurance  companies,  and  by  reduc- 
ing their  fees  and  taxes;  and  we  shall  accom- 
plish much  in  the  matter  of  preventing  fires 
by  following  Massachusetts,  Ohio,  and,  I  be- 
lieve, one  or  two  other  states,  in  enacting  a 
comprehensive  fire  marshal  law.  —  C.  H. 
Heifner  at  the  Insurance  Commissioners' 
Convention. 


— CoL.  Macdonald  returned  yesterday  from 
a  trip  to  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

—Oakland,  October  9. — A  short-circuited  tele- 
phone wire- in  East  Oakland  was  responsible 
for  two  small  fires  that  placed  in  danger  two 
lives  and  the  magnificent  residence  of  Judge 
A.  M.  Rosborough,  as  well  as  that  of  Dr.  Rag- 
nar  F.  Paulin,  both  situated  on  Nineteenth 
avenue. — Chronicle. 

— Courts  will  construe  policies  of  insurance 
more  strongly  against  the  party  by  whom  the 
contract  has  been  drafted,  and  who  has  had 
the  time  and  opportunity  to  select,  with  care 
and  ingenuity,  and  with  a  view  to  its  own  in- 
terest, the  language  in  which  the  contract  is 
couched.— 83  N.  W.  78. 

—In  the  Bankers'  Alliance  receivership  suit, 
the  supreme  court  of  California  has  ruled  that 
the  court  did  not  have  jurisdiction  to  appoint 
a  receiver.  Washburn  had  been  appointed 
receiver  by  a  Los  Angeles  superior  court  when 
the  Bankers'  Alliance  transferred  its  business 
to  the  Chicago  Guaranty  Fund  Society. 

— Chicago  Fire  Traps. — At  least  95  per  cent, 
of  the  buildings  of  Chicago  are  fire  traps,  and 
unfit  for  the  uses  intended.  Nearly  all  of  the 
structures  used  for  manufacturing  are  death 
traps  of  the  worst  sort,  and  that  every  month 
hundreds  of  workingmen  and  women  do  not 
lose  their  lives  maj'  be  credited  to  the  fort- 
unate fact  that  there  are  so  few  fires  in  this 
class  of  buildings.  During  the  last  year  I 
was  called  upon  to  inspect  600  factories  and 
manufacturing  plants  in  and  about  Chicago, 
and  I  found  that  in  case  of  fire  a  large  major- 
ity of  them  would  prove  death  ti-aps.  They 
are  cheaply  constructed,  have  nari'ow,  wooden 
stairways,  and  seldom  more  than  one  exit. — 
Asst.  Chief  Factory  Inspector  Harris. 

— Not  Yet  Accepted. — An  "open  letter"  to  a 
Mr.  Cromer  of  Pomona  appears  in  the  Coast 
Review  of  San  Francisco  over  the  signature 
of  E.  H.  Bacon,  the  editor  of  the  Review,  of- 
fering to  discuss  the  subject  of  mutual  fire  in- 
surance before  some  farmers'  society  with 
Cromer,  who  it  seems  has  been  lecturing  be- 
fore the  farmers  in  southern  California  and 
stuffing  them  with  juggled  figures  and  mis- 
statements generally.  We  wager  that' Mr. 
Cromer  will  decline  the  challenge,  for  cold 
facts  concerning  the  experience  of  mutual  fire 
insurance  are  to  the  system  what  holy  water 
is  said  to  be  to  an  unmentionable  person  with 
queer  feet.  Bro.  Bacon  knows  where  to  get 
and  how  to  use  the  facts. — Insurance  Herald. 
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— Manager  Fkank,  of  Gutte  <Si  Frank,  gen- 
eral agents,  is  in  Europe. 

—The  New  York  LiiFE  got  off  with  *50,000 
loss  by  the  Galveston  storm. 

— General  Agent  Bromweli.  of  the  Milwau- 
kee Mechanics  is  in  southern  California. 

— T.  U'Ren  &  Co.,  insurance  and  real  estate 
agents  at  Seattle,  are  preparing  to  extend 
their  business. 

— General  Agent  Ward  and  Secretary  Trem- 
bor  of  the  re-entered  German  of  Freeport 
are  in  southern  California. 

— Julius  Gutte,  the  brother  of  Commodore 
Gutte  of  Gutte  &  Frank,  general  agents,  died 
last  mouth,  aged  73.  The  deceased  had  a 
large  circle  of  acquaintances.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  firm. 

— Alvarado,  Cai:,  has  an  active  firebug.  We 
hesitate  to  mention  this  fact,  lest  some 
aggressive  company  push  for  business  in  the 
vicinity  at  this  opportune  time.  When  out- 
siders rush  into  a  city  after  a  conflagration, 
and  cut  rates,  why  should  they  not  rush  into 
an  incendiary-scared  town  and  offer  to  cover 
anything  in  sight  ? 

— The  industrial  agents  of  several  districts  of 
the  Pacific  Mutual  Life  were  dined  and  other- 
wise entertained  on  the  evening  of  October 
5,  in  San  Francisco.  Supt.  Miller  presided. 
The  speech  of  the  evening  was  made  bj'  Gen- 
eral Agent  Kilgarif  of  the  ordinary  depart- 
ment. The  piece  du  resistance  was  the  in- 
dustrial story  reprinted  in  the  September 
Coast  Review. 

— The  insurance  man  of  the  editorial  staff  of 
the  Los  Angeles  Times  is  of  opinion  that  we 
Californian's  "may  reasonably  anticipate  that 
before  long  the  life-insurance  companies  will 
make  distinctions  in  their  rates  between 
those  who  dwell  in  sections  where  they  ai"e 
liable  at  any  moment  to  be  blown  into  the 
next  township,  or  drowned  in  a  cloud-burst, 
or  struck  by  lightening,  or  frozen  to  death,  or 
fatally  prostrated  by  moist  heat,  and  those 
who  live  where  no  such  fatalities  are  to  be 
feared,  just  as  they  make  extra  rates  for  peo- 
ple who  are  engaged  in  specially  hazardous  oc- 
cupations. Such  being  the  case,  there  would 
certainly  be  nothing  unreasonable  in  our 
charging  extra  for  the  climate  when  we  sell 
land  in  California,  as  the  eastern  people  some- 
times accuse  us  of  doing.  In  fact,  w-e  should 
be  very  foolish  if  we  did  not  make  some  extra 
chax'ge."    Ho-ho!  Ha-ha! 


— Secretary  Weinmann  of  the  Fireman's 
Fund  is  down  South  on  a  hunting  trip  vaca- 
tion. Perhaps  he  will  bag  something  besides 
ducks. 

— Peter  Outcalt,  formerh'  an  independent 
adjuster  in  San  Francisco,  has  returned  to 
the  city.  He  has  been  in  the  East  and  has 
been  ill. 

— Harry  Glenn,  an  eleven-year  old  boy  at 
Sanger,  Cal.,  is  under  arrest,  charged  with 
arson,  and  is  believed  to  have  started  a  num- 
ber of  fires  recentl3^ 

— The  quarterly  meeting  and  dinner  of  the 
San  Francisco  Life  Underwriters  Association 
took  place  at  the  California  hotel,  Friday, 
Oct.  12th,  at  6  o'clock  p.  m. 

— General  Ad.tuster  William  Sexton  of  the 
Fireman's  Fund  has  been  made  assistant 
secretary  pro  tem.  It  is  the  intention  of  the 
company  to  later  elect  two  (first  and  second) 
assistant  secretaries. 

— Ao-iusTER  Ed.  Farnsworth  says  that  the 
Truckee  Lumber  Co.  loss  (fire  Sept.  22,)  fur- 
nished rare  proof  of  the  value  of  private  fire 
protection  sometimes.  The  insurance  was 
$20,000;  the  loss  was  $6,360. 

— The  Commercial  Bulletin's  collection  of 
American  and  Canadian  fire  losses  gives  a 
total  of  $163,300,000  up  to  October  1,  against 
$99,608,650  in  same  time  in  1899.  This  in- 
dicates a  $200,000,000  total  for  1900. 

— A  San  Francisco  firebug  started  fires  in  an 
unusual  way.  The  pipes  leading  to  a  gas 
meter  under  the  front  steps  were  broken  and 
the  gas  was  ignited.  This  threw  a  strong 
blaze  against  the  side  of  the  steps,  which 
quickly  took  fire. 

—Rudolph  Lossius,  some  years  ago  con- 
nected with  the  New  England  Mutual  Life 
Insurance  Co.  under  Manager  Henry  K.  Field, 
died  at  Denver,  Colo.,  in  St.  Joseph's  hos- 
pital, September  27,  1900.  Many  of  our  San 
Francisco  readers  will  recall  Lossius. 

—  "Compromised." — The  executors  of  the  will 
of  Jonathan  Lloyd  White  (killed  at  the  Bald- 
win hotel  fire)  have  accepted  $2,100  from  the 
Mutual  Life.  In  1898  White  paid  the  com- 
pany .$,53,883  for  an  annuity  of  $3,600.  He  was 
fatally  injured  before  the  first  quarterly  pay- 
ment of  the  annuity  was  due.  The  executors, 
under  a  peculiar  view  of  the  New  York  law, 
sued  for  the  recovery  of  the  $53,883  paid  by 
White.  They  met  with  defeat  in  the  supe- 
rior court. 
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— Forty  millions  insurance,  Pai'is  fair. 

— L.  P.  SiCHLER  has  opened  an  insurance 
agency  in  Red  Lodge,  Mont. 

— Sacramento,  Cal.,  has  29,283  population,  a 
gain  of  11  per  cent,  in  ten  years. 

— Butte,  Mont.,  is  credited  with  30,470  pop- 
ulation, a  gain  of  189.16  per  cent,  in  ten  years. 

— Manager  Wayman  of  the  G.  W.  McNear 
general  agency  is  away  on  an  extended  trip 
in  the  Northwest. 

— A  SUBSCRIBER  calls  our  attention  to  the  fact 
that  there  have  been  many  fires  froin  "blue 
flame"  stoves  in  Los  Angeles.  The  fire  pro- 
tection is  weak  in  the  annexed  districts. 

— Jack  Breen,  of  Stockton,  Cal.,  convicted  of 
arson,  has  lost  his  case  in  the  supreme  court, 
and  must  serve  ten  years  in  the  penitentiary. 
Breen  was  convicted  of  setting  fire  to  the 
Farmers  Union  warehouse  in  January,  1898. 

— Chief  Poyns  of  Tacoma  has  been  connected 
with  the  Tacoma  fire  department  for  fourteen 
years — four  as  volunteer,  four  as  captain  in 
paid  department,  four  as  assistant  chief,  and 
over  two  as  chief.     This  is  a  good  record. 

—  We  did  an  injustice  to  Mr.  Agramonte  of 
Mexico,  in  an  item  last  month  taken  from  a 
daily  paper.  Chretien,  the  bondsman,  has 
himself  just  been  found  guilty  of  forgerj'. 
Agramonte  met  Attorney  Barnes  as  agreed, 
and  left  the  country  with  the  knowledge  and 
consent  of  all  concerned. 

— Enter  German  of  Freeport,  111.  Secretary 
Trembor,  who  has  been  in  San  Francisco  sev- 
eral days,  has  appointed  Charles  H.  Ward 
general  agent  for  his  company.  Mr.  Ward 
has  been  special  agent  for  the  Milwaukee 
Mechanics  for  some  time,  and  is  highlj'  spoken 
of  by  Manager  Bromwell.  The  German  will 
not  enter  the  Board. 

—When  the  Phenix  of  Brooklyn  again 
began  writing  in  California  the  insurance 
commissioner  demanded  $232,000  back  fees 
and  penalties  alleged  to  be  due.  When  re- 
licensed,  it  was  with  the  understanding  that 
the  comx)any  should  defend  a  suit  brought  by 
the  commissioner  for  the  recovery  of  this  sum. 
The  company's  confidence  in  the  favorable 
issue  of  this  remarkable  suit  has  been  jus- 
tified. The  insurance  commissioner  recently 
very  quietly  dismissed  his  suit  against  the 
Phenix,  recently  decisions,  it  is  said,  having 
been  against  his  interpretation  of  the  law. 


— Prescott,  a.  T.,  September  27.— A  result 
of  the  recent  election  at  which  bonds  for  $100,- 
000  were  voted  for  a  water  system,  George 
W.  Sturtevant,  Jr.,  the  contractor  for  build- 
ing the  system,  is  now  organizing  a  force  of 
men  for  the  Avork  and  will  commence  active 
operations  next  Monday.  The  line  will  be 
twenty-two  miles  in  length  and  he  expects  to 
complete  it  in  five  months. 

— A  press  dispatch  from  San  Jose,  purporting 
to  be  an  interview  with  President  .Bond  of 
the  California  Cured  Fruit  Association,  says : 
"Pressure  was  brought  to  bear  (by  the  locals) 
on  the  controlling  power  of  the  Board, 
and  rates  were  doubled  on  insurance  for  the 
Fruit  Association.  Confident  that  they  held 
the  winning  card,  the  locals  went  to  Presi- 
dent Bond  and  boasted  that  they  had  the 
lines  on  him.  In  forceful  and  emphatic  terms, 
President  Bond  told  them  he  would  see  them 
all  'in  Lower  California'  before  he  would  be 
forced  to  take  insurance  under  such  circum- 
stances. He  at  once  placed  night  watchmen 
in  all  warehouses,  had  a  water  main  run 
along  Ryland  street  where  the  largest  num- 
ber of  warehouses  are  located,  and  arranged 
with  Rucker  &  Co.  (non-boarders)  to  write 
insurance  on  warehouses  having  inadequate 
protection  from  fire,  at  less  than  the  old  rate. 
The  saving  to  the  growers  bj'  this  means,  he 
thinks,  will  be  great.  Under  the  rate  set 
by  the  underwriters  it  would  have  cost  the 
Fruit  As-sociation  $66,000.  He  does  not  think 
the  cost  will  exceed  $10,000  under  the  present 
arrangement."  So  much  for  the  press  report. 
There  is  some  truth  in  it.  Two  San  Jose 
locals  did  make  a  boast  of  power  to  the  presi- 
dent. He  is  indignant  of  course,  but  he  is 
not  going  to  jeopardy  the  fruit  growers'  prop- 
erty by  dispensing  with  insurance.  The 
rates  on  warehouses  in  a  specially  hazardous 
area  were  advanced,  as  they  would  have  been 
anj'way,  as  the  result  of  the  report  of  the  in- 
spectors. A  large  part  of  the  insurance  will 
go  to  the  non-board  companies— as  much  as 
they  will  carry  ;  but  there  will  doubtless  be 
a  considerable  percentage  which  will  go  to 
board  companies  at  board  rates,  through 
Balfour,  Guthrie  &  Co.  of  course.  The  San 
Jose  risks  were  written  by  one  company  at 
the  old  rate.  That  company  is  said  to  be  the 
Continental,  which,  it  is  further  intimated, 
will  have  no  trouble  in  finding  reinsurers  in 
New  York.  The  outside  business  of  the  asso- 
ciation, scattered  over  several  counties,  is  be- 
ing written  by  non-board  companies  at  cut 
rates. 


^^^^'^^  COAST  REVIE]V  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMEXT  ^^^^&^ 
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1      J  I     I    r^      r^        ^y    Iipsurance  Corrppancj 

\^M     \^       I    \4  J -/  JL    ^  Of  America,   N.  Y. 


Assets, 
Surplus, 

J.  A.  MACDONALD,  President, 


$4,668,341.00 
2,323,975.00 

GEO.  W.  BURCHELL,  Secretary. 


ROLLA  V.  WATT,   Pacific  Coast  Manager 

JOHN   T.    FOG  ARTY,   Superintendent  of  Agencies. 
ROYAL  INSURANCE  BUILDING  corner  Pine  and  Sansome  Streets,  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

SPECIAL  AGENTS  and  ADJUSTERS  ROTAL  mid  QUEEN  INSURANCE  COMPANIES. 
FRANK  M.  GILCREST,  Central  California.  H.  R.  BURZE,  Washing-ton  and  Montana 

WILLIAM  MARIS,  Northern  California,  Nevada  and  Utah.     J.  0.  THOMAS,  Oregon  and  Idaho. 
J.  K.  URMSTON,  Southern  California,  Arizona  and  New  Mexico. 


ASSETS, 

Surplus,  (Net) 

LOSSES    PAID,   OVER 


$   53,281,824  89 

15,196,543  33 

117,000,000  00 


Transacts  Largest   FIRE    Insurance    Busi- 
ness of  any  Company  in  the  World. 


CHARLES   ALCOCK,   MANAGER, 


F.  J.   KINGSLEY,  SUB-MANAGER, 


LIVERPOOL,    ENGLAND. 


DEPARTMENT  OFFICES: 

Boston,    New  York,    Philadelphia,    Chicago,    Louisville, 

San  Francisco. 

Agencies  in  all  principal  Cities  and  Towns. 


Royal 

INSURANCE 

Company. 


I 


ROLLA    V.   WATT,    Pacific  Coast    Manager, 

JOHN   T.    FOG  ARTY,  Superintendent  of  Agencies. 
ROYAL  INSURANCE  BUILDING  corner  Pine  and  Sansome  Streets,  SAN  FRANCISCO. 


The   Coast   ReVie^ 


Our  Directory  of  I'acific  Coast 

Field  Men. 
Attached  Field  Men. 
Aachen  &  Munich. 
A  W  Thornton,  Seattle 
W  A  Bonynge,  Los  Augeles 
Wm  B  Streeter,  Portland,  Oregon 
F  W  Hally,  San  Francisco 
Atlas  Assurance. 
E  R  Thompson,  San  Francisco 
W  W  Cleveland,  San  Francisco 
W  W  Alvcrson,  Portland 
C  E  Schlingheyde,  Los  Angeles 
William  Manning,  Denver,  Col. 

^tna. 
Ed  C  Morrison,  San  Francisco 
Louis  Mel,  San  Francisco 
W  L  Gazzam,  Seattle,  Wash. 
J  A  Murphy,  Seattle 

Baggs  c6  Stovel  Agency. 
C  W  Smith,  San  Francisco 

British  Atnerica  and  Western. 
W  L  W  Miller,  Denver,  Colorado 
H  J  Schaeffer,  Seattle,  Wash. 
R  H  Magill,  Oakland,  California 
W  B  Westlake,  Oakland.  Cal. 
E  L  Reed    Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
Hdw.  Brown  d-  Hon,  Gen'l  Ag'ts. 
Wm  H  Hill,  San  Francisco 
Chas  Van  Valkenburg,  Los  Angeles 
H  H  Brown,  San  Francisco 
N  B  Whitley,  Seattle,  Washington 
W  H  Gibbons,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

Butler  (fe  Haldah  Agency. 
B  C  Dick,  San  Francisco 
B  B  Broomell,  Tacoma 

Continental. 

D  W  Graves,  San  Francisco 
W  A  Williams,  Portland,  Oregon 
F  H  Rhoads,  Denver.  Colorado 
F  P  Wilson,  Los  Angeles 

Commercial  Union  and  Alliance. 
W  R  Heath,  San  Francisco 
A  T  Von  Etlinger,  Portland,  Or 
W  A  Jackson,  Los  Angeles 
M  H  Merrill,  Salt  Lake  City 

Connecticut. 
Guy  Francis,  San  Francisco 
A  G  Davis,  San  Francisco 
L  P  Stephens.  Los  Angeles 
James  S  Reed,  Portland,  Oregon 
W  S  Ferris,  Salt  Lake 

Chas.  Christensen' s  Agency. 
James  C  Cunningham,  Spokane 
Ernest  C  Johnson,  Los  Angeles 
S  B  Morse,  Portland,  Oregon 

Thos.  J.  Convoy,  Manager. 
R  De  Lappe,  San  Francisco 
Geo  A  Crux,  Portland,  Oregon 
E  E  Panabaker,  Sacramento 
J  O  Parrish,  Denver 

Fireman's  Fund. 
R  D  Hunter.  San  Francisco 
Wm  M  Kliuger,  San  Francisco 
L  M  Seaton,  Los  Angeles 
J  V  Spears,  Dallas,  Texas 
F  G  White,  Denver.  Colorado 
A  C  Thornton,  Portland,  Oregon 
R  P  Fabj,  Sherlock  Blk.,  Port.,  Or 
G  H  Mendell,  Jr.,  Salt  Lake 

Fire  Asxocialion,  Philadcljihia. 
T  C  Shankland.  San  Francisco 
F  M  Avery,  Denver,  Colorado 
F  J  Alex   .Mayer.  Portland,   Oregon 
Dan  L  Weaver,  Spokane 
E  J  Louis,  Los  Angeles 

Gtr7nan- American. 
W  F  Chlpman,  San  Francisco 
Harry  Benner,  San  Francisco 
Chas  R  Thompson,  Seattle, Wash. 

Hamburg- Bremen. 
Harry  C  Boyd,  San  Francisco 


Hartford. 
J  J  Agard,  San  Francisco 
John  M  Holmes,  San  Francisco 
J  J  Dennis,  Portland 
B  F  Grant.  Salt  Lake  City 
W  O  Morgan,  San  Francisco 

Home  Mutual. 
E  E  Eitel,  San  Francisco 
R  P  FaOj,  Portland,  Oregon 
A  W  Whitmer,  Portland,  Oregon 
F  G  White,  Denver,  Colorado 
Chas  C  Echlin,  San  Francisco 
C  P  Lyndall,  Los  Angeles 

Home,  Neiv  York. 
Harry  L  Roll,  San  Francisco 
A  G  Ridling,  San  Francisco 
Junius  Young.  Salt  Lake  City 
A  F  Gartner.  Bultc,  Montana 
J  D  Coleman,  Portland.  Oregon 
John  H  Burgard  Portland,  Oregon 
G  C  Holloway.  Los  Angeles 
J  J  Sheahan,  San  Francisco 
Imperial  and  Lion. 
Amos  F.  Sewell,  San  Francisco 
T  T  Frith.  Denver 
W  F  Zwick,  Seattle 
Toll  Thompson,  Portland,  Oregon 
Maj  W  H  Bonsall,  Los  Angeles 
Ins.  Co.  of  North  America. 
J  K  Hamilton,  San  Francisco 
C  O  Scott,  San  Francisco 
A  E  Bailey,  Seattle,  Washington 

Lancashire. 
Walter  M  Speyer,  San  Francisco 
D  W  Pierce,  Los  Angeles 
F  M  Branch,  Portland,  Oregon 

Liverpool  tfe  London  cfc  Globe. 
Edw  G  Sprowl,  Tacoma,  Wash. 
R  G  Brush.  San  Francisco 
John  W  Gunn,  Salem,  Oregon 
Fred  L  Haven,  San  Francisco 
Theo  Summerland,  Los  Angeles 

London  <&  Lancashire. 
W  B  Hopkins,  San  Francisco 
Burns  Macdonald,  Salt  Lake 
Sam  B  Stoy,  Cham.  Com.,  Port.,  Or. 
J  P  Yates,  Los  Angeles 
A  B  Vogel,  San  Francisco 
F  G  Smith,  Sacramento 

London  and  Northern. 
Frank  L  Hunter,  San  Francisco 
F  C  H  Robins,  San  Francisco 
James  H  Vint,  San  Francisco 

Magdeburg . 
Leslie  Bates,  San  Francisco 

O.   W.  McNear. 
M  H  Thomson,  Portland 
Arthur  M  Thomson,  San  Francisco 
C  A  Mead,  Los  Angeles 

M  ilira  ukee  Mechanics . 
Gilbert  E  Overton,  Los  Angeles 
National  and  Springfield. 
Leslie  H  Lord.  San  P'rancisco 
J  N  Waters,  San  Francisco 
John  C  Dornin,  Tacoma,  Wash. 
P  E  Gerald    Portland,  Oregon 
Geo  C  Codding,  San  Francisco 
Edward  Sexton,  Denver 
New  Zealand. 
C  W  Hawxhurst,  San  Francisco 
A  R  D  Patterson,  Portland 
H  E  O'Brien,  Los  Angeles 

Niagara. 
Geo  H  Batchelder,  Denver,  Colo. 
Walter  J  Wilson.  San  Francisco 
W  H  Raymond,  Portland,  Oregon 

North  British  and  Mercantile. 
Edward  Niles,  San  Francisco 
W  S  Berdan.  Jr..  San  Francisco 
Chas  B  Hill,  San  Francisco 
John  T  Griltilli,  San  Francisco 
Francis  Cutting,  San  Francisco 

North  German. 
J  H  Ankele,  San  Francisco 

Nonvich  Union. 
J  L  Fuller,  San  Francisco 
R  H  Delalield,  San  Francisco 
F  C  Staniford,  San  Francisco 
A  W  Glesy,  Salem,  Oregon 


Palatine. 
Thomas  J  Duffy,  San  Francisco 
Henry  T  Fennel,  San  Francisco 
Edward  O  Hughes,  Los  Angeles 
F  .J  H  Manning,  Denver,  Colo. 
E  S  Parker,  Sonora,  Cal. 
Henry  C  Rodgers,  Portland,  Oregon 

Pennsylvania  Fire. 
Homer  A  Craig,  San  Francisco 
Chester  Deering,  San  Francisco 
Voluey  Howard,  San  Francisco 
S  P  Mesick;  San  Francisco 
J  H  Clinkscales,  Los  Angeles 

Philadelphia  Underivriters 
T  C  Shankland,  San  Francisco 
F  M  Avery,  Denver,  Colorado 
F  J  Alex  Mayer,  Portland,  Oregon 
E  J  Louis.  Los  Angeles 
Dan  L  Weaver,  Spokane, Wash. 

Phmiix,  Hartford. 
R  Gallegos,  Jr,  San  Francisco 
J  W  Warner,  San  Francisco 
Chas  D  Morgan,  Los  Angeles 
Lucian  W  Knight,  Portland,  Or. 

Prussian  National. 
John  A  Prinsen,  San  Francisco 

Edward  E.  Potter,  Manager. 
Sam  B  Dewey,  Los  Angeles 
Charles  A  Layng 

Royal  and  Queen. 
John  T  Fogarty,  San  Francisco 
Wm  Maris,  San  Francisco 
F  M  Gilcrest,  San  Francisco 
J  K  Urmston.  Los  Angeles 
H  R  Burke,  Portland.  Oregon 
J  O  Thomas,  Portland,  Oregon  , 

Royal  Exchange  Assurance. 
John  J  Clayton,  San  Francisco 
John  T  Beales,  San  Francisco 
R  M  Thompson,  Los  Angeles 
H  C  Ramsay,  Denver 
John  Andrew,  Portland 

Scottish  Union  tA  National. 
T  J  A  Tiedemann.  Portland.  Or. 
Fred  R  Stover,  San  Francisco 
Harry  L  Luke.  Sal  iLake  &  Denver 
John  E  Cosgrove,  San  Francisco 

Sun  Insurance  Office. 
Thos  H  Williams,  Portland 
W  W  Hoagland,  Portland 

Thuringia. 
R  B  Friend,  San  Francisco 
C  B  Sloan,  Los  Angeles 
L   F  Lamping,"  Seattle,  Washington 

Transatlantic. 
Tom  R  Roberts,  Seattle 
H  W  Fores,  San  Francisco 
Union  Assurance. 
Harry  H  Smith,  San  Francisco 
Edwin  B  De  GoUa,  San  Francisco 
Pr.ul  C  Bates,  Portland 

Westchester. 
H  C  Keller,  San  Francisco 

Unattached  Field  Men. 
A   A  Andre,  San  Francisco 
F  a  Argall,  San  Fran<-isco 
William  L  Chalmers.   Portland.  Or. 
W   H  Faust,  Los  Angeles 
E  P  Farnsworth,  San  Francisco 
H  i:  Hanna.  Los  Angeles 
R  Lockey,  Helena,  Mont. 
D  \V  Mcintosh,  Los  Angeles 
Calvert  Meade,  San  Francisco 
R  H  Naunton.  San  Francisco 
B  7)  Smalley.  Seattle,  Washington 
D  .V  S|>cnccr,  San  Francisco 
Adolph  Wenzclburger.  San  Fran'co 
H  M  Grant,  Portland,  Oregon 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT 

AMERICAN  CENTRAL 

Insurance  Company  of  St.  Louis 

Established  1S53 

Assets,  -  -  $  1,941,324.10 

Losses  Paid,  -  -         10,429,444.42 

territory: 

California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Montana,  Idaho,  Utah,  Nevada  and  Arizona 


ST.  PAUL 


F.  &  M.  Insurance  Company  of   St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Established  1865 

Assets,  -  -  -  $  2,450,629.11 

Losses  Paid,  -  -  -  16,586,620.70 

TBRRJTOR  V.- 
California, Oregon,  Washington,  Montana,  Idaho,  Utah,  Nevada  and  Arizona 


Lloyds  Plate  Glass 

Insurance  Company  of   New  York 

Assets,  -  -  -  -    $  736,016.74 

Losses  Paid,  _  _  _  1,875,494.33 

B^" Insures  Plate  Glass  Agralnst  Breakage  Only 


CHAS.  CHRISTENSEN,  Manager 


B.  GOODWIN,   Ass't    Manager 
OFFICE:  220  Sansome  St.,  S.  F. 


Special  Agents  : 

JAMES  C.  CUNNINGHAM,  Spokane,  Wash 
ERNEST  C.  JOHNSON,  Los  Angeles,  Cnl. 
S.  n.  MORSE  ,Portland. 


iS^^i^^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^S^^S^^ 

PACIFIC  DEPARTJMENT 

German  Alliance  Ins.  Ass'n 
Boston  Ins.  Co. 

ASSETS   REPRESENTED,    OVER    TWELVE    MILLIONS. 
GEORGE    H.   TYSON,   General    Agent, 

433   California  Street,  San  Francisco. 
Marine  Department,  :  :  :  R.  J.  TYSON,  Manager. 

TRANSATLANTIC 

Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Hamburg,  Germany. 

ASSETS, $2,913,441  00 

LIABILITIES, . 1,078,440  00 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS 51,835,001  00 

CASH  ASSETS  IN  U.  S 830,928  00 

V.  CARUS  DRIFFIELD.  Manager,  II.  DANKER,  Ass't  Manager. 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT: 
213    SANSOME    STREET.         -  -  SAN     FRANCISCO. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


CONNBCTICUT 


i 

If 
la) 

i 


Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Hartford 


ESTABLISHED  1850 


Cash  Capital, 

Total  Assets, 

Surplus  to  Policyholders, 


1 1,000,000  00 
3,869,451  75 
2,068,839  7 1 


BENJAMIN  J.  SMITH,  Manager 


411   California  Street,  San   Francisco 


Royal  Exchange  Assurance 


Of  London,    E.ngland. 

-ESTABLISHED    BY    ROYAL    CHARTER    1720 


Cash  Capital,  :  .  : 

Surplus  to  Policyholders, 
Total  Assets,  : 


$  3,346,099  45 

9,612,455  96 
24,034,110  35 


B^^  LOSSES  PAID,  OVER  $  1 85,000,000.00  °^a 


Head  Office  United  States,  100  William  St.,  New  York,- 

ROBERT  DICKSON,  General  Manager. 


Pacific  Coast  Department,  501    Montgomery  St.,  San   Francisco, 

FRANK  W.  DICKSON  )  ^         .  ,    ^ 

►  V  Associate  Managers 

EDWARD  HALL  ] 


i^^iS^:=Si^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^&&^^^ 

ESTABLISHED     1809. 

North  British  &  Mercantile 

INSURANCE    COMPANY 

OF    LONDON     AND     EDINBURGH. 

COMBINED    ASSETS,        ....        $70,32^,675   00 

Authorized    Capital $15,000,000  OO 

Net  Fire  Assets 19,169,812  OO 

Invested  in  America  for  benefit  of  United 

States  Policyliolders 4,380,505  OO 

Yearly    Income    {Fire  only)    over 7,500.000  OO 

Pacific   Department,    2J2    Pine   Street,  :  :  :  San   Francisco 

TOM    C.    GRANT3 

General  Agent. 


Voss,  Conrad  &  Co., 

GENERAL   AGENTS, 

NEW  YORK,  CHICAGO.  SAN   FRANCISCO. 

43  Cedar  Street,  155  La  Salle  Street.  204-208  Sansome  Street, 


THURINGIA  . 

Insurance  Company 

of  Germany. 

FRANKFORT        „^^,„^  ^^^,,^„^  ^„,  p,^^^  ^.^^^ 

Insurance  Co. 

of  Germany. 

THURINGIA   AMERICAN   ,      , 

Fire  Insurance  Co. 

of  New  York. 

FRANKFORT   AMERICAN   . 

Insurance  Co. 

of   New  York. 

Fire,  Marine,    Individual  Accident,  Plate  Glass,  Steam  Boiler,   Employer's 
Liabilitj%  and  Elevator  Insurance. 


iS^^^^i^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 

*  e^  '  £-■'   (-^ '  C^   (^   (^-^  t::^  •  <g:^  • 'v^ '  ^S^' <a>  •  ^::s>  « 

Eatablished  1853.  THE  Capital,  $2,250,000.00 


<^ 


THURINGIA 


^ 


11  o  sera  mice 

Assets,  glI,^Qc;,l87.8l.  O*  Erf"^,  Germany, 

Cash  and  Capital  Reserve,  $1,8^2,2^0,97. 

Deposited  in  the  United  States  for  tfie  benefit  of  American 
Policy fiolders,  $250,000  in  U.  S.  Bonds. 

:^g-: 

F.  a.  VOSS,  United  States  Manager,  New  York. 

VOSS,    CONRAD    &    CO.,    Managers 

PACIFIC   DEPARTMENT 

204=208  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


V 


F'RANKF^OHT 


Marine,  Accident,  and   Plate  Glass   Insurance  Company 

Of    FRANKFOIiT   OX    THE   MaIN,    GeRMANT. 
Established  1865. 

CAPITAU        -        -        Sl325O.OOO.OO 

ASSETS. 

Bonds,  Mortgages,  and  Real  Estate $1,138,034  43 

Cash  on  hand  and  in  banks, 195,218  19 

Premiums,  in  course  of  collection, 320,0(J8  87 

Guaranteed  Capital, 937.500  00 

LIABILITIES.  $2,590,821  49 

Reserve  for  Outstanding  Claims  and  Reinsurance, $."07,741  49 

Capital  Paid  Up, 312,500  00 

All  other  Liabilities, 418.S88  43 

Cash  and  Capital  Surplus, , 1.351,691   57 

$2,590,821  49 

UNITED  STATES  BRANCH. 

Gross  Assets, $736,175.70 

Surplus,  including  deposits  in  Massachusetts  for  protection  of  American 

Policyholders,     1245.206.84 

The  Whole  Resources  of  the  Company  are  Pledged  on  every  Policy  Contract. 

VOSS,  CONRAD  &  Co.,  flanagers, 

204=208  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


COAST  REVIEIV  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 
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1792 


1900 


INSURANCE  CO  OF  NORTH  AMERICA 


FOUNDED 


CASH  CAPITAL 

$3,000,000.00 


POLICYHOLDERS'    SURPLUS 

$4,696,780.55 


ASSETS  JANUARY  1    1900. 


$9,230,684.26 


NET  SURPLUS 


$1,696,780.55 


PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

OLDEST    STOCK    FIRE    INSURANCE    COMPANY    IN     THE     UNITED     STATES. 

Losses  Paid  Since  Org-anization,  $100,277,157.00 


Pirifir     npmrfmpnt-       California,     Oregon,     Washington      Montana,     Nevada.     Idaho, 
raClIlC     UepdrtlUfUL.  Arizona,    Utah,  Alaska,  British   Columbia  and  Hawaii. 

412  California  St.,  San  Francisco 
JAMES     D.     BAILEY3    General  Agent. 


J.  K.  HAMILTON.  )  Office  412  California  St.,  San  Francisco 

C.  0.  SCOTT,  [-  Special  Agents. 

A.  E.  BAILEY,        ) 


Writing  Large  Lines  of  Desirable  Business 


The 


PALATINE 


INSURANCE  CO.,  Vd, 


Of  illane/iester,  England. 


^^/%/%^%i^ 


Resources,  Security  to  Policyholders,  over    =  $9,300,000.00 

United  States  Branch  Assets,  Jan.  I,  1900  -      2,637,777.00 

Net  Surplus  in  United  States       _         _         _         -  598,207.00 


CI  IAS.  A.  LATON,  Manager  Pacific  Coast  Department 


439  California  Street 


Safe  Deposit  Building 


San  Francisco 


L<)C.4L   liO.lKD   OF  IHRECTOKS: 

.JOHN  H.  WISE,  Chairman.       JOHN  F.  MERRILL.       WM.  E.  BROWN.       E.  M.  ROOT. 


COAST  REVIF.W  ADI-RRTISIMG  DF.rARTMENT 
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iS^^^^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADl-RRTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^  ,,^ 


FIRE 


Mf\RIN& 


Commercial  Union 

Assurance  Company,  Ltd. 

Of  LONDON,  England 


Pacific  Coast  Branch,   Alliance   Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San   Francisco. 


Subscribed  Capital, 

Paid-up  Capital, 

Total  Cash  Assets,  Gold, 


$12,500,000 

1,250,000 

25,859,506 


Total  Liabilities,  incl.  re-insur.  $18,359,883 
Cash  Surplus  to  Policyholders,  -  7,499,622 
Total  Amount  of  Claims  Paid,       101,617,850 


Assets  in  the  United  States  held  by  Trustees^        -     $3,805,382.00 

All  Losses   on  the   Pacific    Coast  Promptly  Paia  through  the  Branch  Office  at 
Alliance  Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San  Francisco, 

C.  F.  MULLINS,  Manager. 

E.  T.  NIBBLING,  Assistant  Manager, 


Alliance 


Assurance 
Company 


OF     LONDON,     ENGLAND 

9 Established  1824. 


Pacific  Coast  Branch,  Alliance  Building:,  416-418  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


Statement  of  1st  January,  1900. 


/  United   States  Investments. 

Real  Estate  in  San  Francisco   and 
Subscribed  Capital $25,000,000.00         Portland $173,171.00 

U.  S.  Bonds  in  Oregon  and  N.  Y.     285,000.00 
Cash  Capital  Paid  op 2,750,000.00     N.  Y.  City  Bonds 322,500.00 

Deposited  in  Banks 44,928.00 

Invested  and  Cash  Assets  .    .    .    ■  ^'^72,537.50     -^^^^^^^^^^^j^^^^^ 38,313.00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders 5,504,074.20  |         Total $863,912.00 


All  Losses  on  the   Pacific   Coast  Promptly  Paid  through  the  Branch  Office  at 
Alliance  Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

C.  F.  MULLIN5,  Manager. 

E.  T.  NIEBLING,  Assistant  Manager. 


iS^^i^iSiS  COAST  RFA'IE  \V  AD  I  -ER  TIStNCr  VEFAR  TMKXT  ^^S^^^^ 

STATEMENT   SHOWING    THE   STANDING    OF    THE 

MANCHESTER 

Assurance    Company,  Of  Manchester. 

(  organized   1824) 

Capital $10,000,000  00   [   Cash  Assets $4,837,345  00 

Capital,  paid  up 1,000,000  00   I   Surplus  to  Policyholders  ....    2,464,080  00 


STATEMENT  SHOWING    THE   STANDING    OF    THE 


CALEDONIAN 

Insurance  Company,  Of  Edinhunjh. 

The  Oldest  Scottish  Fire  Office. 

(  Organized   1805  ) 

Capital $5,000,000  00   I   Assets,  over $10,000,000  00 

Capital,  paid  up 537,500  00   I  Surplus  to  Policyholders  .  .    .    .       1,879,510  00 


STATEMENT   SHOWING    THE    STANDING    OF    THE 


AMERICAN 


Insurance  Company,  Of  Newark,  N.  J. 

Capital,  Paid  up $600,000  00  !  Cash  Assets $3,009,951  52 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $2,41 6,872  46 


STATEMENT    SHOWING    THE    STANDING    OF    THE 


AMERICAN  FIRE 

Insurance  Company,   Of  New  York. 

Capital $400,000  00   |   Cash  Assets $  1,245, 758  fl 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $768,728  39 


Pacific  Department,  323  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

THOS.  J.  CONROY,    Manager 

GEO.   W.   BROOKS,   Ass't   Manager. 
BALFOUR,  GUTHRIE  &,  CO.,  PACIFIC  COAST  DIRECTORS. 


SF»B.OIAL.     AGENTS: 
R.  De  LAPPE,  S.  F,.;  GEO.  A.  CRUX,  Portland;  J.  0.  PARRISH,  Denver. 


I 


J§S§^^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERT/SING  DEPARTMEXT 


Ci*  ^^^  S:' CI:r»  c!i' S:^ 


AACHEN  h  MUNICH 


Fire  Insurance  Connpany 


Of  Aix  La  Chapelle,  Germany 

Estaljlifilietl  1S'J5 

CAPITAL $2,250,000.00 

TOTAL  ASSETS 7,223,243.00 

SURPLUS  TO   POLICYHOLDERS 3,865,895.00 

Pacific  Coast  Department 

423  California  Street,  -         -         San  Francisco 

CESAR  BERTHEAU,  Manager 


HANOVER  ^  ^  ^ 


pirc  Insurance  Company 


0¥>    NEW    YORK 


OUaANIZED    1852- 


•X- 


CASH  CAPITAL, 

AssetSf 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,  over 


$1,000,000.00 

$3,076,292.00 
1 J  00,000,00 


«• 


CESAR  BERTHEAU,  Manager 


423  California  Street,  San  Francisco 


;S  ^S  ^S  i^  i=^  iS 


COAST  REriEir  ADrEKTlSING  DErARTMEXT 


New  England  Mutual*^ 


_) 


LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Post  Office  Square 

BOSO^ON,    MASS. 


BENJ.  F.  STEVENS President.    S.  F.  TRULL,  .  .   . 

ALFRED  D.  FOSTER Vice-President.    WM.  B.  TURNER. 

i).  F.  APPEL,  Superintendent  of  Agencies. 


....  Secretary. 
.  As.st.  Secretary. 


ASSETS,  January  1,  WOO $20,844,428.63 

LIABILITIES 26,838,656.66 

SURPLUS $2,70S,77L97 


The  Contract  is  short,  clear  and  concise,  free  from  all  technical  conditions,  and  without  restrictions 
regarding  residence,  travel,  occupation,  or  suicide,  after  two  years. 

Guaranteed  Values  are  endorsed  on  the  Policy,  and  their  payment  to  the  Insured  is  guaranteed  by 
the  laws  of  Massachusetts. 

Annual  Distribution  of  Surplus  is  declared  by  the  Company,  which  may.  at  the  option  of  the  Insured, 
be  applied  either  to  the  payment  of  the  annual  premiums,  thereby  riducing  the  cost  of  insurance,  or  to  the 
purchase  of  participating  paid-up  additions,  for  which  certificates  will  be  issued,  thereby  iwcrfrtsi;)^/ the 
amount  of  insurance  and  future  shares  of  surplus. 

Death  Claims  are  Paid  Immediately  upon  receipt  of  satisfactory  Proof  of  Death,  and  the  amount 
payable  under  the  Policy  will  be  increased  by  the  face  value  of  all  outstanding  additions. 

Pamphlets,  and  rates  for  any  age,  sent  on  application  to  the  Company's  Office,  or  to 

HENRY  K.  FIELD,  General  Agent, 

MILLS  BUILDING,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 


.p^^^S^..     FIRE  I  MARINE 

' '  W.  NEW  ZEALAND 

tasnaraoc©   Compamiy 

Of  Auckland,  N.  Z. 

UNLIMITED  LIABILITY  OF  SHAREHOLDERS. 

Subscribed  Capital^  $5^000^000  00 

Paid-up  Capital, J^OOO.OOO  00 

Assets, 2,609,055  00 

Assets  in  United  States, .  ^2  ^'ja  rirj 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,      ....     |,624  227  00 

8@°  Has  been  underwriting  on  ilte  Pacific  Coas,t  over  24  years. 

United  States  Branch  Office  in  Company's  Building, 
312  California  Street^       .•       San  Francisco. 
W.  P.  THOMAS,  Manager. 


COAST  KEl'IEir  ADI'ERTISIXG  DEPARTMEXT 


els' S^  io- &>•  Sirs' &»■ 


A    LEADING    AMERICAN    COMPANY 


1900 


I      1 


JAB.  NiCHO'LS,  President 

B.  B.  STILLMAN.  V.-P.  and  Sec. 


NATIONAb^ 


Fire  Insurance  Company 

Of  HJS^ROi^KOIlD 


Capital f      -       -       One  Million  Dollars 

ASSETS,     -      -     $4,551,283.55 


Comparative  Progress 


CAPITAI.  ASSETS  INCOME 

1374 $    500,000  $    943,a->3  S    452,652 

Twentu  Years  .....   i*** 1,000,000  1,770,303  546,524 

1894 1,000,000  3,597,531  2,430.925 


GEO.  D.  DORNIN, 

Manager 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT: 

40y  California  Street,  San,  Francisco 


GEO.  W.  DORNIN, 

Ass't  Manager 


SPRINGHELD^ 


FIRE  and 
MARINE 


Insurance  Company 


Organized  1849 


Of  Springfield,  Mass. 


ASSETS, 


4,906,939.06 


Paci£c  Department,   409  California  Street 


Geo.  D.  Dornin,  Geo.  W.  Dornin, 

Manager  Ass't  Manager 


j^^^^^^  ^'^^^^'^  A-£r/£;K  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  S^^S^^^^ 


LA/NCASHIRE 


iuk 


Insurance  Company 

OF  MANCHESTER,  England 


Gf\PlTf\L,  -  $15,000,000.00 

Assets  Invested  in  the  United  States:  $2,390,390.00 


MANN  &  WILSON 

Managers  Pacific  Department 

N.  E.  Cor.  California  and  Sansome  Sts.,  San  Francisco 


.3t      ^      .^      A      .^      ^      Jt  SUCH  A  COMPANY  IS 
THE 

LIFE  INSURANCE  Fidelity  Mutual 

Jt       COnPANY       Jt  J    jr^j:^     INSURANCE 

J-^l  JT  JO^        COMPANY 

That  win  protect  and  advance  ag:ents  j.    ^    pouSE,  President. 

That  will  promote  in  the  order  of  merit  ,„  -^    .     »           -r            ^  -r      ..       ^ 

„,     ,  .                           ,           ,.       ,        .            .     .  Write  for  Aqeiicu  Terms  and  Territoru  to 

That  issues  mutual,  profit-sharing^  policies  ..^^    ,^  ^Mir-u-r  „■     o      „,    ^ 

„,        .               .                      ,               ,       .     .  ALEX.  Mcknight,  vice  President 

That  issues  all  modern  forms  of  policies  n  n  ^           i^o^  dl.-,  j  ,  u- 

„,     ^                                ...                         .  ,      ..^                                                     P-  0.  Drawer  1536,  Philadelphia 

That  guarantees  values  and  leaves  none  in  doubt  

That  combines  income  to  insured  with  protection  Apply  for  Agency  to 

That  has  a  successful  record  of  twenty-one  years  GEO.  A.  RATHBUN,  General  Manager 

That  has  a  ratio  of  admitted  Assets  to  Liabilities  Rooms  1,  2  and  3,  Fifth  Floor 

of  1.30  Mills  Building,  San  Francisco 

The  SecUritij  TrUst  and  Life  InsiirancB  Go. 

Principal  office,  St.  James  BId'g,   New  York. 

ROB'T  E.  PATTISON,   President. 

CONDENSED  STATEMENT  DEC.  31st,   1899. 

ASSETS $    1,255,269.03 

LIABILITIES eTS.T^e.SO 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS 576,^92.53 

INSURANCE  IN  FORCE 12,628,318.00 

DECREASE  IN  LOSS  RATIO 13  PER  CENT 

DECREASE  IN  EXPENSE  RATCO 8  PER  CENT 

ROB'T  O.  STEWART,  Mg'r  of  Agencies 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


^^^^^^. 
^^gg-^^%^ 


ATLAS 


Assurance  Company 


London,  England. 


Assets,  over 


$10,000,000.00 


PACIFIC     COAST     BRANCH  : 

Kos.   309-311   Sansome    Street  San   Kranoisco. 

\     FRANK  J.  DEVLIN,  Manager 


BOARD     OF     DIRECTORS: 

GILBERT   PALACHE, 

HENRY   F.   ALLEN, 

GEORGE   A.   NEWHALL. 


T.  H.  PALACHE,  Ass't  Manager 


UETNiDv  F.  ALLEN,  Agent,  202  California  Street,  8.  F. 


WM   MANNING, 


SPECIAJ.  JIGEISTTS  Al^D  ADJ^USTERS: 

E.  R.  THOMPSON,    W.  W.  ALVERSON,    W.  W.  CLEVELAND,    C.  E  SCHLTNGHETDK 


m 


.^■^•^■^i^-^-^-^J^-^-^i^-^i^i^i^i^^^i^i 


«i 


I  IN  LINE  WITH  THE  TIME; 

No  opportunity  is  overlooked  for  the  improvement  of 
UNION  MUTUAL  POLICIES.     They  are  kept 

I  Thoroiuighly  Modern  In  PrSvMeges 

OeniuiSiniely  Protective  Imi  ResMlts  | 


o  c  o  o     \^ 

viz 


EXTENDED  INSURANCE  WITHOUT  DEDUCTIONS. 

INCONTESTABILITY  "WITHOUT  RESTRICTIONS. 

BOTH  POLICYHOLDERS  AND  AGENTS  FAIRLY  TREATED  ALWAYS. 


I  Union  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co. 


Incorporated  1848 


Good  Territory  Ready  for 
Good  Agents 


PORTLAND,  MAINE       vV 

FRED  E.  RICHARDS,  President  \l> 

ARTHUR  L.  BATES,  Vice  President  V}? 


/|\    Exclusive  Territory  may  be  I    U/jr,     n     I  FflVITT     ffPHPr;)!   AnPHt    'i  410  Cdliforuin  Sti-r,t    v|/ 
/JV  had  upon  application  to  1     "III*   V>.   LLnVII    I,   UOllOl  ai    nUulll   }  San  Francisco,  (al.  ify 


l^j^jSi^j^iS  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 


"'''^^^^^^ll  l\\   ^  . —       ..  _  l_         /!._._._       \r  Organized 


Norwich  Union 


THE       lis       I    y^jy     VVlUll       V^llllWll     V>^       '"' 


FIRE   INSURANCE   SOCIETY 


ASSETS                                          .  .  $6,562,578.00 
LOSSES    PAID 58,000,000.00 

Pacific    Department  —  ^^ 

W.    H.    LOWDEN  Manager. 

J.  L.  FULLER,  Assistant  Manager 
314  CALIFORNIA  STREET  =  =  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


provider7((|avif7gs£i| 


^$$(Jirar^ce^oe\e[a 


Oir-  MEZW  YOFIK. 

lIdWARD  W.  ScOTT.R=?ESIDENT. 

SuCCE  SSTLiL    AaCNTS.AMD  GvCNTlE  MC  N    Se  E  K  iN  Q   Rc  MUN  e'R  AT  I VE    BuSlNCSS    CoNMCCTiONS, 

MAv  Applv   to  the  Head  Or tice.or  any  or  The.  Society's  General  Acemts. 

CARL    C.    GROSS, 

Manager  for  CALIFORNIA  and  NEVADA. 
Rooms  709=13  Claus  Spreckels  Building. 

riarket  and  Third  Sts.,  San  Francisco. 


^^iSi3^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^&^&& 

HOME, 

Insurance  Company  of  New  York 

PRINCIPAL   OFFICE 

n9   BROADWAY,  N.  Y. 

Ninety-third  Semi-Annual  Statement 
January,   1900. 

Cash  Capital ^^,000,000  00 

Reserve  Premium  Fund 4j8l,073  00 

Reserve  for  Unpaid  Losses  and  Other  Claims 79^,386  ^4 

Net  Surplus 4,6M,936  41 

^12,808,39?  9^ 

Surplus  as  regards  Policyholders $7,631,936  41 

DANIEL  A.  HEALD,  President. 

JOHN  H.  WASHBURN,  }  ,..  ^  p^^„vi^^t=     THOMAS  B.  GREENE      )  ^ 
ELBRIDGE  G.  SNOW,     ^  vice-Jr-rebiaents.    aREUNAH  M.  BURTIS,  f  Secretaries. 

HENRY  J.  FERRIS,    )    ^         Secretaries  \  WILLIAM  H.  CHENEY, 
E.  H.  A.  CORREA,       j  ^^^''^-  ^ecretaiies,  -j  preDERIC  C.  BUSWELL. 

H.  L.  ROFF,  General  Agent,        .        .         .        California  and  Nevada, 
A.  G.  RIDI.ING  and  J.  J.  SHEAHAN,  Special  Agents, 
2IO  Saxsome;  Street,        -        San  Francisco. 

J.  D.  COLEMAN,  General  Agent,     .     Department  Pacific  Northwest. 

JNO.  H.  BURGARD,  Special  Agent, 

250  Stark  Street,         .         .  Portland,  Oregon. 

A.  F.  GARTNER,  Special  Agent  (Lewiston  Block),  BuTTE,  Montana 

G.  C.  HOLLOWAY,  Special  Agent,      .      .      Los  Angeles,  California. 

JUNIUS  YOUNG,  Special  Agent,  .       .         Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

HUGH  CRAIG,  Metropolitan  Manager,  ")  210  Sansome  Street, 

GEO.  M.  MITCHELL,  City  Agent.         {  San  Francisco. 

Losses  Paid  since   Organization  over  $72^000,000 

FIRE,  LIGHTNING  and  TORNADO  INSURANCE. 
Agencies  in  all  Principal  Cities  and  Towns  in  the  United  States. 


THE  HOME  has  a  well  org-anized.  competent  and  experienced  force  of  General 
and  Special  Agents  resident  in  the  Pacific  Coast  States,  ensuring  prompt  response  to 
the  needs  and  requirements  of  its  Agrents  and  the  insuring  public,  and  immediate 
attention  to  the  adjustment  and  payment  of  losses. 


iSj^^igf^;^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  gigj&^g;^ 


UNION 


~A 


CasQjiaLllty  and 

>v A 7^ —Of  St.  Louis. 

hurety  Coimpainiy 


^    Cash  Capital,  $250,000,     Losses  paid,  oVer  $2,500,000   ^ 

f\QQ\deT)\:,  j{ea\tf),  apd  piate  Class 

IiT-surance. 

most  £il)eral  Jlcciaent  Policies, 

Bealtb  Policies  Covering  19  Diseases, 

It^"  Lowest  Rates  on   PLATE  GLASS  Insm-ance. 

We  Want  GOOD  AGENTS  ThroiKjhoiit  the  I'aciflc  Coast. 

W.   LOftlZft  &  GO.,  General  Agents,  216  Sansome  St.,  San  Francisco. 


g@- ESTABLISHED    IN    1845. 


PRUSSIAN  NATIONAL 

INSVRANCE  COMPANY  (of  Germany) 

CAPITAL,        .        .        $2,250,000.00  ^  ASSETS,        .        .        $3,480,433.00 

United  States  Branch  375  Dearborn  St.,  Chicago. 

THEO.  W.  LETTON,  Gen'l  Manager  HENRY  J.  HOUGE,  Ass't  Manager 

\/,  LOAIZA  &  CO.^    State  Agents,     216  Sansome  St, 

JOHN  A.   PRINSEN,   Special  Agent. 


NIAGAI^A  FIRE  INSURANCE  CO. 

OF  NEW  YORK. 


HAROLD  HERRICK,   President  GEO.   C.  HOWE,   Vice-President, 

GEO.    W.   DEWEY,  Secretary  H.  F.  G.  WEY,  Ass't  Secretary 


WESTERN    DEPARTMENT,    315    DEARBORN    ST.,    CHICAGO. 

I.  S.  BLACKWELDEli,  Manager  W.   L.  STEELE,  Ass't  Manager 

WALTER  H.  RAYMOND,  General  Agt.  for  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho,  Portland,  Or. 


WALTER  J.  WILSON,  Gen'l  Agent  for  California,  Arizona,  Nevada,  Hawaiian  Islands. 

216    Sansome    Street,  .  .  Sail   Frmtcisco. 


W.  LOAIZA  &.  CO.,    State  Agents,  2I6  Sansome  Street,  S.  F. 


iS)^iS^^i§  COAST  REMEW  AD\'ERTISIXG  DEPARTMEXT  ^^^^^S^ 

THE  MERCHANTS' 

(  PIPE  )  INSURANCE    COMPANY,   OF    Newark,  N.  J. 

Organized  1858. 

Capital ....,..........:$  400,000  00 

Assets [ ,^g8,4i ^  oo 

Surplus  to  Policyholders  .  .  .  ■ ' .   .  .     6j4,ggo  oo 

GIRARD 

^  '^"^^  ^  FIRE    AND    MARINE    INSURANCE    CO.    of  Phila. 

Organized  1853. 

Capital $    ^00,000  00 

Assets 2,ogy,8^g  oo 

Surplus  to  Policyholders gg2,i^}  oo 

UNITED  STATES 

^  ^"^^  )  FIRE  INSURANCE  CO.   of  New  York. 

Organized  1824. 

Capital $  2  =,0,000  00 

Assets 741  ,^ji  00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders 42d.gt2  o 

Marine  Insurance  Co.Ld 

OF    LONDON,  Eng. 
(  MARINE  ) 

Organized  1836. 

Capital  (.^y, 000, 000.00)  Paid-up ^      goo,ooo  oo 

Assets 6,p4,86^  or 

Surplus  to  Pol  icy  liolders . ^,11^,^61  62 

PACIFIC   l>ef'a.rtaie:xt  t 

M.   E.  Cor.   California  and  Sansome  Streets,    San   Francisco. 

G.  W.  McNEAR,  WILLARD  O.  WAYMAN, 

general  agenti  manager. 

Territory  Covered: 

California,    Oregon,  Wasuington,    Alaska,    British   Cohmisia,    Idauo,    Utah,    Montana 

Arizona,    Hawaiian   Islands. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVEUTISING  DEPARTMENT 


EDWARD    A.  TEMPLE,   President 


A.  C.  STILSON,  Secretary 


DEIS     MOIKEIS,     IOWA. 

Organized  July  1,  1S70 

TWENTY-FIRST   ANNUAL    STATEMENT 


For  the  year  1899.     PuhlLtheil  Jan. 


1 900. 


Total  Assets $       3,831,141.31 

In  State  Insurance  Department     .   .         2,695.667.42 

Insurance  In  Force     129,366,000.00 

Insurance  In  Force  in  California  .   .        4,342,000.00 
Total  Paid  Beneficiaries  to  date  .  .   .       4,539,582.07 


Expense  of  Management  per  $1,000  Ins.,  1899  .   1.81 

Death  Rate  of  1899 6.62 

Death  Losses  Proven  and  Unpaid None 

Bonds  and  Mortgages  Due  and  Unpaid None 

Designated  Depository  Banks 4,007 


G.  F.  WIISK,  State  Agent, 


14  McAllister  street. 


SAN  FItAXClSCO. 


The  Only  Companies  having  a  California  Deposit  for  the  Special 
Protection  of  California   Policyholders 


WESTERN , 


OF  TORONTO. 


FIRE. 

MARINE    YyiJ>31Ul\il     Incorporated  1853 

Assurance  Company 

Hon.  Geo.  A.  Cox,  Pres.     I    $100,000.00  Deposit 
J.  J.  Kenney,  Vice-Pres.  with  California  State 

I  Treasurer 

ASSETS  in  United  States S  1,854,554.94 

INCOME  in  United  States,  1899.    .   .        1,702,388.97 
Surplus  in  United  States.  Jan.  1 ,  1900  .  663,087.97 

Losses  paid  in  U.S.  1874  to  1899  inclusive  18,683,418.51 


BRITISH  AMERICA 

Assurance    Company 


OF  TORONTO, 
Incorp.  1833 


Hon.  Geo.  A.'Cox,  Pres. 
J.  ,T.  Kenney,  Vice-Pres. 


$100,000.00  Deposit 

with  California  State 
Treasurer 


ASSETS  in  United  States 51,215,253.29 

INCOME  in  United  States,  1899  .   .    .   .       1,148,276.62 
Surplus  in  United  States  Jan.  1,  1899  .  484,872.89 


^VESTBRI<^    DBPARTMBT^T,  Denver,  Colo. 

H.  T.  LAMEY,  Manager. 

DAVIS  &.  WATSON,  General  Agents,  322  Pine  St.,  San  Francisco. 

R.   H.  MAGILL,   District  Manager,  1010   Broadway,   Oakland,  Cal. 


PHOENIX  MUTUAL 


I     ir-Cr      INSURANCE 
L-lrCl     COMPANY 

Of  HARTFORD,  CONN. 


JONATHAN  B.  BUNCE,  Presi. 
J.  M.  HOLCOMBE,  Vice-Presi. 
CHAS.  H.  LAWRENCE,  Sec'y. 


H.   W.  MAGEE. 


HIGKS    &    MAQB^R, 


J.    W.  HICKS. 


Managers  Pacific  Department, 
Glaus  Spreokiels  (Gall)   Building,   San  Franoisoo. 

^°  Two    NEW   CONTRACTS    Just   Issued.        The    Easiest    on    the    Market   to    Sell. 
SMALL  RATES  J      BIG  ADVANTAGES !     Agents  should  not  fail  to  call  and  Investigate- 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


SECURITY!    J^     LIBERAL  TERMS!     J-     PROFITABLE  RESULTS! 


GEO.  A.  MOORE,  President 
GEO.  W.  SCOTT,  Vice-President 
M.  R.  HIGGINS,  2d  Vice-President 
S.  M.  MARK'S,  Secretary 
T.  L.  MILLER,  Assistant  Secretary 


The  Only 

Pacific     Coast    Life    and    Ac- 
cident Company 


ORGANIZED     1868 


THE  PACIFIC  MUTUAL  LIFE 

INSURANCE  COMPANY 
LIFE  aLod  ACCIDENT  and  HEALTH. 


PrOS^rCSS  in  every  branch  characterizes  the  Company's  affairs  for  1899.      It  was   indeed 
O  the  banner  year  in  all  respects.      As  compared  with  previous  years  it  shows 

more  insurance  written ;  more  lives  insured ;  a  greater  amount  added  to  the  volume  ol  insurance  In  forced 
increase  in  surplus ;  greater  gains  in  income,  and  in  assets — and  all  without  undue  pressure  in  any  direc- 
tion. This  growth  was  concurrent  with  the  broadening  of  its  field  of  operations  and  the  introduction  of 
new  and  improved  plans  of  Life  and  Accident  insurance.  The  Company's  past  record,  its  present  facili- 
ties, the  aim  of  its  management  for  an  active  yet  conservative  course,  and  the  popularity  of  the  Company 
give  iiromise  of  a  future  productive  of  best  results  for  policyholders. 


Best  and  Safest  Legal  Organization 
^     ^     for  Policyholders,     t^     ^ 


Has  Paid  Over 
$10,000,000.00  Claims. 


LIFE  POLICIES!  ENDOWMENT  BONDS! 

ACCIDENT  POLICIES! 


HEALTH  POLICIES! 
ANNUITIES! 


KII.GARIF  &  BEAVER,  General  Agents  of  Life  Department  for  California, Company's  Building,  S.  F. 
r.  W.  VOOGT,  Pac.  Coast  General  Agent  of  Accident  Department,  Company's  Building,  San  Francisco. 

ALIJKRT  J.  CAPRON,  General  Agent,  Marquam  Building,  Portland,  Or. 

FRANK  N.  McCANDLESS,  General  Agent,  EUensburg,  Wash. 


^^'§'^^'S  COAST  REVIEIV  APJ-ERTISLVC  DErART.^rEXr  ^^S^^^^ 

[Jnion  Assurance  Society 

OF  LOUDON 

Established  A.  D.  1714 

Subscribed  Capital  .    .  $2,250,000.00  Gross  Assets $16,822,675.00 

Surplus  to   Policyholders $4,000,000.00 

Law  Union  &  C[own  Insurance  C>o. 

OF  LONDON 

Established  A.  D.  1854 

Subscribed  Capital  .    .  $7,500,000.00  Gross  Assets $21,751,010.00 

Surplus  to   Policyholders  .    .  $2,800,000.00 

CATTON,  BELL  &  CO.,  General  Agents, 

^06-^10    California    Sti-eet,  San   i^rancisco 

INSURANCE  IN  FORCE— $75,000,000.00  ASSETS— $23,700,000.00 

The 


^^GERMANIA 


LIFE  Inseramice  Comnipainiy 


Of  New  York 


Pa-sons  desiring  INSURANCE  ON  THFAR  LIVES  ivill  best  serve  their  own  interests  bu  calling  in 
pe7-son  on  the  managers  of  the  above  EIkliable  Old  Compant,  or  bu  addressing  them 

Jnj  letter,  giving  age. 

{3^°  Good  Contract  and  Territory  for  Resident  Agents. 


Rooms  19,  20,  21,  22,  24 

4th  floor,  Mills  Bidg.,  San  Francisco 


W.  A.  JACOBS  (ScSON, 

MANAGERS. 


PHENIX 


NSURANCE  COMPANY 

of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


CASH  CAPITAL,  $1,000,000 

Assets,  $5,822,876.17 

Losses  Paid,  over  $60,000,000.00 


H.McD    SPENCER    State  AP'ent    for  California,  OREGON,  Washington  and  British  Columbia 
Office  415  MONTGOMERY  STREET,  San  Francisco 

GEORGE  J.  VVELUNGTON,  Manager  fot  Metropolitan  District 


LONDON  ASSURANCE 


CORPORATION  Established  1720 

Invested  in  the  United  States,  $1,716,701.00 


NORTHERN  ASSURANCE 


COMPANY  Established  1836 

Invested  in  the  United  States,    =    $2,565,145.00 


Pacific    Coast    Department : 

GEORGE   F.    GRANT,   Manager 

221   SANSOME  STREET,  San  Francisco 

PACIFIC  SURETY  COMPANY  c..,.?U 

Paid-up  Capital,         :         $250,000  GO         Surplus  as  to  Policyholders,     $295,000  00 

fi^°"  Guarantee  and  Casualty  Surety  on  Bonds. 

Bonds  of  SurcUjship  issued  on  hthalf  of  persons  holding  positions  of  trust.        We   also    act    as    surety  on 

Bonds  required  in  Court  Proceedings. 

^  STEAM  BOILER  and  PLATE  GLASS  INSURANCE. 

DIRECTOKS:— Geo.  C.  Perkins,       James  Mofflt,       H.S.Crocker,       J.L.Moody,        Albert  Miller,       Wm.  Cllft, 

H.  L.  Davis,        J.  L.  X.  Shepard. 

WALLACE  EVERSOir,  President  JOHN  BERMINGHAM,  Vice-Pres.  A.  P.  REDDIHG,  Secretary 

Head  Office  320  Montgomery  St.,  SAN  FRANCISCO.  ^^  Correspondence  solicited  with  responsible  agents. 

AMERICAN  MERCANTILE 

Insurance  Company^^^  Fire  and  ]}Aar'me  Ins.  Co. 

OF  Boston,  Mass.  of  Boston,  Mass. 

Or^inized  1818.  Or^ranized  1823. 

Capital $300,000.00  Capital $400,000.00 

Assets 636,743.53  Assets 649,398.82 

Surplus  to  Policyholders.  .     444,077.48  Surplus  to  Policyholders.  .     452,077.59 

BAGGS  &.  STOVEL,  General  Agents 

411  California   Street,  San  FRAxcisct) 

The  Fidelity  and  Casualty  Company 

OP     KKIV     YOK.Iv 

ASSETS,  June   30,    1900 $3,827,582  06 

Surplus  to  Policyholders 1  ,036,372  O  1 

l-n^^ifi^n  /-»zi«      FIDELITY.— Bonds  of  suretyship  for  persons  in  positions  of  trust. 
ITlSlir/inLC         CASUALTY.— Accident,    Plate    Glass,    Steam   Boiler,    Employers'    and    Klevator 
Au.^ux  v«Ax%/w*  Liability,   and  Burglary. 

officers: 
George  F.  Sewaku,  President;  Robert  J.  Hii.las,  Treas.  and  Sec'y;  Henry  Crossi.ey,  Asst.  Sec'y 


PACIFIC  COAST  DEPARTMENT 
LA      /-^      ¥-»4i>rAi^i>      AC  1     •»  j_i.  Mutual    Life    Builtliiicj 

S.  C.  FAKDEE,  Manager  and  Attorney      sa.^  Francisco,  oaitforma 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


The  Washington  Life  Insurance  Company, 

OF    NEW    YORK. 

W.  A.  BREWER,  President,  E.  S.  FRENCH,   Vice-Pres. 

ASSETS,  .....     $15,500,000.00 

PAID  TO  POLICYHOLDERS,  .  .       32,000,000.00 

( i;!^  To  energetic  business  producers  a  Ko.  1 
AGENTS  (Territory  Especially  liberal  terms.  Every 
lAi  A  M-r«n->  I  I  facility  afforded  for  obtaining  business.  IN 
WANl  to  I  J  ST^TRE  BIG  MONEY.      Splendid  opportunl- 

1  ties  for  first-class  Insurance  men. 


85,  86,  87  and  88, 
Chronicle  BIdg., 
San  Francisco. 


Address  at  once: 

HOWARD  PERRIN,  General  Manager 
State  of  California, 


C.  L.  FAY,  General  Agent,  Washington  Bldg.,  PORTI.AND,  Or. 


1 FE,    *    *    *    * 

Endowment, 
and  Accident 
Insurance 
HE  >ETNA  LIFE  Ins.  Co., 

Of  Hartford,  Conn.,  grants  Policies  con- 
taining every  desirable  feature.  Refer- 
ence, its  numerous  patrons.  Address  the 
Company  for  Insurance  or  an  Agency. 


Largest   Company  in    the    World 

Writing  Life  and  Accident   Insurance 


H.  B.  Houghton,  Manager 

PACIFIC    COAST    AGENCY 
Safe  Deposit  liuilding,  San  Francisco,  Cal 


JOHN   H.  STEVENS,     Metropolitan  Agency 

Accident  Department. 


D.   A.   SPENCER,  Adjuster, 


213  Sansome  Street, 


SAN  FRANCISCO. 


The  Coast  Review  Manual. 


A  few  expressions  of  praise  in  its  favor: 

I  could  not  well  do  without  it. 

I  find  within  its  pages  a  vast  amount  of 
useful  information. 

Contains  information  not  to  be  obtained 
from  any  other  source. 

I  have  never  seen  any  other  manual  that 
would  give  the  local  agent  as  much  intelli- 
gent aid. 


SURETY  ON   BONDS. 

AMERICAN  SURETY  COMPANY  of  new  york. 

HENRY   D.    I^YMA.i<{,    fresicJent. 

STATEMENT,   December  31,  1899. 

RESOURCES,  including  Capital,  $2,500,000.00  :  $5,207,985  21 

LIABILITIES,  including  Reserve,  $  614,619.41   '        :  862,610  4-9 

Bonds  issued  for  Employes,  Administrators,  Guardians,  and  in  Judicial  Proceedings 
SAN  FRANCISCO  BOARD  :—SAMVEl.  G.  MURPHY,  Resident  Vice-Pres.; 

t.evi  R.  Ellert,     James  B.  Stetson,      Adam  Grant,      Tlios.  Brown,     Arthur 

Rodgers,     P.  N.  Lilienthal,     Henry  L.  Dodge.    James  R.  Kelly,     Edward 

B.  Pond. 
JAMES  R.   &ARNISS,  MANAGER,  )  c>  -  K.i'^V^-^^"  e-rDr^c7T 

C   A.  Shurt.e.f,  Res.  Asst.  Secy.      \      2^®  ®^,^,%°'^,^cifco 
GEO.  L.  Seybolt,  Inspector  )  ^AN  FRANCISCO. 


l^iS^iS^^  COAST  REl'IEir  ADVERTISING  DEFARTMEXT  ^^^^^^ 


Facifio    Coast   Department 

FRANKLIN   FIRE  insurance  company     • 

of  Philadelphia. Incorporated    1S27. 

Surplus  to   Policyholders $3,081,288.96 

WILLIAMSBURGH   CITY   FIRE  '"^""^"c^oWany 

of  New  York. Incorporated   1853. 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $1,927,982.89 

'  °'THed"       GLENS       FALLS        insurance    company 

of  New  York. Incorporated  1849. 

Surplus  to    Policyholders $3,261,061.06 

Undivided  profits 2,155,142.07 

EDWARD   E.   POTTER,   General   flanager 

322  Montgomery  St.,  San   Francisco 

INCORPORATED  1852. 

Milwaukee  Mechanics' 

XKSURANGE     GOMPAKY 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin. 

CASH  ASSETS $2,568,997  00 

SURPLUS 1,682,719  00 

TOTAL  LOSSES  PAID 7,355,053  00 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT:  410  Cali'ornia  St.,  San  Francisco. 
L.   L.   BROMWELL,  Manager. 

^mtte  life  Insurants  Coinpanij 

OF   NEW  YORK. 
GEO.  E.  IDE,       .       .       .       President. 

Assets 111,348,859  12   I  Net  Surplus %  1,203,27842 

Dividend  Endowment  Fund  .         626,713  00   |  Insurance  in  Force 49,258,697  00 

Liberal  contracts  and  good  territory'  will  be  given  to  reputable  agents  who  can  show 
a  good  record. 

W.  H.  DUNPHY  &  SON,  Managers, 

Offices,  in  The  Emporium,  M.^vrket  St.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


The  Capital $1,500,000  00 

United  States        i^^^^f ™:;^ 

Surplus      l,i.)U,UOU  UU 


FMeMty  aed  Qiaarainity 
Comnipainiyc 


The  J.  D.  MAXWELL  CO.,  General  Agents 


.  JOHN    H.    ROBERTSON,  )     .. 
HOME   OFFICE:  ^  PAUL  M.  NIPPERT,  \    '^^"^g*'-^' 

South-West   Corner  Culvert  &  German  Streets 

BALTIMORE,  M.  D.  State  Office  216  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


'§'=^^'=S'S'§  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^&& 


Capital  and  Accumulations, 


$2,482,426.00 


THAMES  I  MERSEY 

Marine    Insurance    Company,    Limited, 
Of  Liverpool,  London  and  Manchester. 


CAPITAL  SUBSCRIBED  ....    $10,000,000 

Capital  Paid  Up $1,000,000 

Reserve  Fund,  in  addition  to  capital  .   .     2,250,000 


WM.  GREER  HARRISON. 


Manager 
305  California  Street 


San  Francisco 


Sub-Agc7icies  at  all  the  principal  Pacific  Coast 
ports  and  at  Honolulu 


BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN 

Marine   Insurance   Company,  Limited. 
Of  Liverpool. 


Capital  Subscribed $6,700,000  Gold 

Capital  Paid  Up 1,340,000  Gold 

Reserve  Fund,  in  addition  to  Capital, 

$3,000,000 

BEFOUR,  GUTHRIE  5  CO. 

General  Agents 
316  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


A.  H.  Small,  Manager. 


EMPLOYERS  LIABILITY 

(Limited)  Assurance  Corporation  °L^gZnd°' 

Head  Office  for  U.  S..  71  KILBT  STREET, 
Boston,  Massachusetts. 

APPLETON  &  DANA.  Managers  and  Attorneys 
for  the  U.S. 

ACCIDENT  POLICIES  of  all  kinds  at  Very  Low  Rates 
Employers'  Liability  Policies,  Indemnifying  Employers 
against  claims  for  Accidents  to  Employes.  Individual. 
Fidelity  Bonds  and  Accident  Policies.  Workmen's 
Benefit  Policies.  Vehicle  Insurance.  General  Liability 
Policies  on  Buildings.    Elevator  Insurance. 


CHAS.  J.  OKELL  &  CO.,  -   General  Agfents 

407  CALIFORNIA  STREET.  San  Francisco. 


The  Mutual  Benefit 

LIFE  INSaRANCE  CO., 

NEWARK.   N.   J. 


AMZI  BOBD,    - President. 

ASSETS  (Market  Values)  Jan.  1, 1900  .  .  .  §70,466,400  46 
LIABTLITTES,  N.  .T.  and  N.  Y.  Standard  .  .  64,840,707  24 
SURPLUS 5,625,693  22 


THE  NEW  POLICY  CONTRACTS 

OF  THE 

MUTUAL    BENEFIT 

CONTAIN 

Special    and  Peculiar  Advantages 

Which  are  not  combined  In  the 
POLICIES  OF  ANY  OTHER  COMPANY- 


JAMES  MUirSELL,  Jr.,  Manager. 

503  California  St.,  cor.  Mongomtery,  S.  F. 


COAST  KEITEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


>0     V    JI^  J\.      Insurance    Co.,  Of  Gothenburg  ^ 

AMERICAN     F^IHB    Ins.    Co.,  O/PhUaMpMa 

A.GHICUL^^UI^A.Lv    ins.    Co.,  Watertown,  N.Y. 

^MB      DBI^A.WA.HB  Ins     Co.,  O/ PhUaddplua 

t^*  *5^  *^^ 

EDWARD  BROWN  &  SONS, 

General  Ageets  Paclfk  Coast  Department 

t^*       t^^       ^^ 

Total  Assets  Represented,  Over  Fourteen  and  a  Half  Millions. 


„^<Ji:g&g&&g§-:e&©^.^^f§^S;§§:^a^§5i 


INSURANCE 
OFFICE..... 


OF     IaONDON 


189  Years  of  Active  Business 

Oldest  Purely  FIRE  INSURANCE 
Office  in  the  World ^ 


Cash  Assets, 
Net  Surplus, 


$11,500,000 
6,400,000 


Pacific  Department  215  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


WINFIEI.D  S   Davis,        J.  B.  F,  DAVIS  dc  SOIS,    Gcill  AgCIltS, 

Burt  L.  Davis, 
Carl,  A.  Henry. 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT  Embraces:    California,  Nevada,  Utah,  Arizona,  Oregon, 
Washington,  Idaho,  Montana,  Hawaiian  Islands,  and  Alaska. 


lSi§J§^^i§  COAST  REVIEH^  ADl'ERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^S» 

THE  IMPERIAL  INSURANCE  COMPANY,  Li'D 

OF    LONDON. 

Jlnslituted    A.    D.    1803. 
CASH    ASSETS,  -  -  $9, 362, 920. 00 

Forty-one  Years  in  Business  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 


THE  LION  FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY,  lfd 

OF     LONDON 
Established  A.  D.   1879 

CASH  ASSETS,  -  -  $1,108,095.00 


PACIFIC    BRANCHES:      205  and    207    Sansome   Street,   San   Francisco 

WM.  J.  LMDER8. 

Resident  Manager. 

The  Connecticut  Mutual 

Life  Insurance  Company. 
1846-1900 


In  the  fifty-four  years  of  its  work  almost  98  per  cent,  of  the 
premiums  paid  by  policyholders  have  been  paid  over  to  their  benefici- 
aries or  returned  to  them.  What  has  been  so  returned  and  what  is 
held  for  the  protection  of  present  policyholders  as  net  or  ledger  assets 
aggregates  $263,502,899.67:  127.57  per  cent,  of  the  total  premiums 
received. 

These  results  have  been  accomplished  at  an  average  expense 
rate  of  only  8.9  per  cent. 

It  is  an  unmatched  record;  and  The  Connecticut  Mutual 
is  as  thoroughly  prepared  for  the  good  work  of  the  future  as  it  has  at 
at  any  time  been  for  that  of  its  unequaled  past. 

Jacob  L.  Greene,  President.  Herbert  H.  White,  Sec'y. 

John  M.  Taylor,  Vice-Pres't.  Daniel  H.  Wells,  Actuary. 

A..    IC.    I».   iIA.I«lVc£OP«r,  I>i®ti-iot  »vtr»»i: 

Paciffo  Coast  Agexcies 


Mills  Building,  San  Fuancisco. 


FI REMANS  FUND 

INSURANCE  COMPANY 

FJ^IRe:  home  OFFICE:  jvtaiciive: 

GomDanu'8  Building,  Sansome  and  Galitornia  Streets 
SAN  FRANCISCO 

Capital,  $1,000,000  00 

Surplus,  2,312,720  64 

Assets,  3,884,381  08 

WILLIAM  J.  BUTTON, 

PRESIDENT. 

BERNARD  FAYMONVILLE,  J.  B.  LEVISON, 

VICE-PRESIDENT.  2D  V.-PRESIDENT  AND  MARINE  SEC'y. 

LOUIS  WEINMANN,  F.  W.  LOUGEE, 

SECRETARY.  TREASURER. 

vSTEPHEN  D.  IVES, 

GENERAI.  AGENT. 


MARSHALL  &  McELHONE,  managers, 
153  and  155  La  Salle  Street,  Chicago,  111. 


CHAS.  W.  KELLOGG,  manager. 

A.  K.  Simpson,  ass't  manager, 

Mason  Building,  Boston,  Mass. 

EDGAR  S.  WILSON,  Manager 
Macon,     :     Georgia. 


JOSEPH  HADLEY,  Manager 
72  Beaver  Street,         :         New  York. 
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The  Great  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  the  World. 


Gross  Assets 
$56,356,332 


Assets  in  U.  S. 
$9,703,581 


ESTABLISHED    1836 


ENTERED  U.  S.1848 


The  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  United  States  Branch  on  the  31st  of  December,  1898,  in  accordance  with 
the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York,  is  as  follows: 

ASSETS $9,703,581.65 

LIABILITIES 4,857,665.56 

SURPLUS $4,845,916,09 

As  an  illustration  of  the  Company's  practice  in  maintaining:  its  Assets  in  the  United  States  in  years  of  excessive 
loss,  the  following  figures  may  interest  policyholders : 

Year.  Assets  Jau.  1.  Income.  Expenditure.  Excess  of  Expenditure. 

1871    $3,054,361  $3,163,901  $5,122,653  $1,958,752 

1872    3,640,450  3,733,101  4.448,999  751,898 

1873 4,163,290 

Thus  showing  Excess  of  Expetiilititre  in  the  two  years  of $2,710,650 

And  i"<;rcaseo/' .^Issets  in  the  same  time  of 1,110,939 

Progress  of   the   United    States    Branch  :— Net  Fire  Premiums:    lS4b,   $4,bW;  1858.    $471,988; 

1868.  $1,739,620 ;  1878,  $2,422,126 ;  1888,  $3,928,010  ;  1898,  $4,979,422. 

LOSSES.— The  amount  paid  in  satisfaction  of  Fire  Losses  in  the  United  States  in  the  course  of  51  years  is  ii 74,824,91 8. 

This  large  sum,  in  conjunction  with  the  growth  of  the  Company's  business,  evinces  the  confidence  of  tht>  public  and  th«> 

faithfulness  with  which  the  Company's  losses  are  adjusted  and  paid. 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT  ESTABLISHED  1852.  .  CHAS.    D.    HAVEN,    Residenic   Secretary. 

Chief  Ojfice,  42ii  California  Street,  San  Erancisco.  C.  MASON  KlNNIi,  Assistant  Secretary. 

SPECIAL    AGENTS  : 

ED.  G.  SPROWL,  R.  G.  BRUSH,  JOHN  W.  GUNN.  FRED.  L.  HAVEN,  THEO.  bUMMEKi-Ai^i) 


SfSfSiSiSja  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  '^^'S^^S^^ 


PHCENIX 


Insurance   Company 


OF    HARTFORD 


-^^n^l^V^ 


^\''"    "'::';*! 


7 


i^    flft^-;ii- 


#; 


^r 


Cash  Capital, 

Assets  January  1,  1900, 


$2,000,000.00 
5,523,649.70 


HERBERT    FOLQER,    Manager 


DIXWELL  HEWITT,  Asst.  Manager 


214     SANSOME    STREET 


San    Francisco. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


PHdNIX  ASSURANCE  COMPANY     ^         ^         ^      PROVIDENCE-WASHINGTON    INSURANCE  CO. 


(t^^^il^^^^^ 


Assinramice 
Compamy 


o      o      o 


OF  LONDON 
Established  1782 


ProvIdeinice= 
Washlng'ton 
lesMraece  Co. 


OF  RHODE    ISLAND. 
Incorporated  1799 


SUTLER  &  HALDAN.  General  Agents  for  Pacific  Coast 


B.   C,  DICK,  Agency  Superintendent 


413  California  Street 


San    Francisco 
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\»/ 


Helvetia  Swiss  3'ire 


OF    ST.     GMLL. 


Insurance     Companv  t 

\» 
\» 

SlVlSS  JflCirinG  insurance   Companies  Combined  t 


Capital  ,  .  .  $  2,000,000,00 

Losses  ^aid since  organization,     1 1 ,635,487,00 


Capital, 


$4,000,000.00 


SYZ  (Sc  CO.,  General  Agents, 


301    California   Street, 


\» 

I 

San   Francisco,    Cat.  m^ 


^^'^^'^'^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 

THE  PENNSYLVANIA 

FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY  of  Philadelphia. 

Incorporated  1825 


ASSETS, 

January  1st,  1900; 

$5,175,306.00 


NET  SURPLUS, 

January  1st,  1900; 

$2,181,845.00 


One  of  the  OLDEST  and  STRONGEST  Fire  Insurance  Offices  in  the  United  States. 
Office  Pacific  Coast  Department:      50S-10  CALIFORNIA  ST.,  San  Francisco. 

T.  EDWARD  POPE,  Manager. 
R.  If.  OSIiORN,  Assistant  Manayer.        HOUlEli  A.  CRAIG,  General  Adjuster. 

SPECIAL  AttENTS:— Chester  Deering,  J.  H.  Clinlfscales,  Volney  Howard,  S.  V.  Mesiclt. 

Hamburg  -  Bremen 

FIRE    INSURANCE    COMPANY 

OF  HAflBURG,  GERMANY  ORGANIZED  1854 


Capital  and  Accumulations      -      -  $3,412,150.06 

Assets  in  the  United  States,  Jan.  i,  1900  1,524,546.63 

Surplus  "             "            "             "         "  544,867.51 

Losses  Paid  in  the  United  States,  over  12,000,000.00 


RUDOLPH  HEROLD,  Jr., 

General  Agent  Pacific  Department 
HARRY  C.  BOYD,  415  California  Street 

Assistant  General  Agent.  San  Francisco 


i^  ^=?^  iS  ^:?^  ^=^  iS 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


^The  MAGDEBURG 
FIRE  INSURANCE 
COMPANY 
transacts 
NO  Marine, 
Life  or  Accident,  but 
FIRE  insurance 

Business  ONLY. 


MAGDEBURG 

FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


OF     MAGDEBURG,    GERMANY 


Capit:\l '.  .%     3,750,000.00 

Assets  Januat}' I,  igoo 7,867,864  13 

Prem.  Income  since  organiza'n  (55yrs)  178,146,008.57 
L,os.ses  paid  since  organization  (55yrs)  118,338,016.97 
As.sets  United  States  Department    .   .  948,772.32 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT:      QUTTE  &  FRANK,  Managers, 


303  California  Street,   San   Francisco. 


Magdeburg  Fire  Ins.  Co., 


OF     NEW    YORK. 


Assets $287,048.83 

GUTTE    &    FRANK,    Managers, 

303  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


WillieliM  of  Magdebur 

General  Insurance  Company 

(  MARINE.  ) 

Assets,  January  i,  1899, $9,813,751.45 

1  Associated  Assurance  Companies,  Ld. 

Munich  Assurance  Co.,       Alliance  Assurance  Co. 

0/  JIfunic/i  (L'd)  Of  Berlin  (L'd) 

JOINTLY  and  SEVERALLY  LIABLE. 

Assets,  January  i,  1899, $10,454,215.21 


GUTTE    Su    FRANK,    Managers, 

303  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


t^g'  These  Marine  Com- 
panies insure  Vessels, 
Freights,  Cargoes,  Treas- 
ure, Profits,  Registered 
Mail  and  Express  Matter, 
to  and  from  all  parts  of 
the  World,  and  make 
their  Policies  payable  at 
places  required  by  as- 
sured. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


ORGANIZED    A.   IK    1S17 


Fire  Association 


OF     PHILADELPHIA. 


STATEMENT  OF  ASSETS,   JANUARY   1st,    WOO. 


Gross  Assets 
Policyholders'  Surplus     - 


^6,280,028.00 
^1,^^0,6^6.00 


WESTERN    DEPARTMENT, 

CHICAGO,   ILL. 

OFFICE,  171-173  Jackson  St.,  Royal  Insurance  Bldg 


W.  H.  CUNNINGHAM,  Manager. 


HENRY  W-  BUSH,  \ 
J.  M.  BECK,  ^ 


Ass't  Managers. 


.  state  Agent  for  California,  Arizona,  Nevada  and  Hawaiian  Islands. 

.      ^  219  Sansome  Street.  SAN  FRANCISCO,  Cal. 

.  Manager  city  department. 


T.  C.  SHANKLAND  . 
JNO.  D.  RICHARDS 

K.J.LOUIS Special  Agent  for  California,  Arizona  and  Nevada. 

F.  J.  ALEX.  MAYER.  .   .  State  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  PORTLAND,  Ore. 

DAN.  L.  WEAVER.  .   .    .  Special  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  SPOKANE. 

F.M.AVERY Special  Agent  for  Colorado,  Wyoming,  Montana,  Utah  and  Idaho,  DENVER, Colo. 


Financial  Standing,  January  I,   1900,  of  the 

Philadelphia  Underwriters 


COMPOSED    OF    THE 


Insurance  Co.  of  North  America 

FOUNDED,  A.  D.  1T93 

CASH  CAPITAL $  3,000,000  00 

Total  Assets 9,295,037  00 

Total  Liabilities,  except  Capital     4,.598,256  00 


Fire  Association    of    Philadelphia 

FOUNDED,   A.   D.   1817 

CASH  CAPITAL •    •    ■  I    500,000  00 

Total  Assets 6,280,028  00 

Total  Liabilities,  except  Capital  .    4,749,492  00 


Surplus  as  to  Policyholders  .    .   $4,696,781  00 
COMBINED     ASSETS, 
SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS, 


Surplus  as  to  Policyholders   .    .  $1,530,636  GO 
$15,575,065  00 
$  6,227,417  00 


Western  and  Pacific  Coast  Department,    (  W.  H.  CUNNINGHAM,  Manager 

r^  t  \  Henuy  W.  Bush,  |  Ac^'t  m 

Chicago,  Illinois.  j  -  >  .  acc  r  ivi 


J.  M.  Beck, 


■  Ass' t  Managers 


T.  C.  SHANKLAND,  State  Agent  for 

California,   Arizona,    Nevada  and   the-  Hawaiian  Islands. 
JOHN  D.  RICHARDS,  Manager  City  Department, 


2  19  SANSOME  STREET, 


SAN  FRNCISCO. 


F.  J.  ALEX.  MAYER,  State  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  Portland,  Ore. 
dan.  L.  weaver,  Special  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  Spokane. 
F.  M.  AVERY,  Special  Agent  for  Montana,  Utali  and  Idaho,  Denver,  Colo. 
E.  J.  LOUIS, -Special  Agent  for  California,  Nevada  and  Arizona. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


Insurance  Company 

NEW   YORK 

HENRY  B.  STOKES,  President 

^   » 

THE  NEW  POLICY  GUARANTEES 

EXTENDED  INSURANCE 
PAID=UP  VALUES 

AND 

LOANS  AT  5% 

.»>.-.^» — '. 

AGENTS  WANTED  IN  UNOCCUPIED  TERRITORY 
JOHN  LANDERS,  Manager  S.  V/.  Pacific  Pep't,  240  Montgomery  St.,  S.  F. 

HEALTH    AND    ACCIDENT    INSURANCE 

Mr. 

PHINEAS  C.  LOUNSBUBT,     L    £f// f*^  ^  ^^^^^^^  KIMBALL  U.   AT  WOOD, 

President.  ^  ^^      //^       /f        /i^O/nCe^  Secretary. 

OF    NEW    YORK. 

ASSETS,  June  30,  1900     %      824,54.0  36 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS 898,(587  81 

CLAIMS  PAID,  OVER 8,000,000  OO^v:- 

HEALTH  and  ACCIDENT  POLICIES. 
The  Best  Insurance  \    The  Easiest  Insurance 

FOR  BUSINESS  and  FOR  AGENTS 

PROFESSIONAL  MEN  TO  SELL 

Ws^  Liberal  Commissions   and  Renewal   Contracts  to   Good  Men. 

Address — 
Pacific  Coast  Department,  THOS.    aODWEN, 

MILLS  Building 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  Manager. 

(6) 
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National  Life 

Insurance  Company 

MONTPELIER.       -        -       VERMONT. 

CHARLES  nEWEY,  President.  OSMAN  I).   CLARK,  Secretary. 


INSURANCE  IN  FORCE,  January   i.   1900    .    .    .  189,890,026  00 

ASSETS,  January  1,   1900 17,738,861  23 

LIABILITIES,  January  i,  1900 15,863,938  34 

SURPLUS,  Vermont  and  New  York  Standard  .    .  1,874,922  89 


THE  NATIONAL  has  done  a  continuous,  successful  business  for  fifty  years.  Its 
policies  of  LIFE,  TERM,  ENDOWMENT  and  ANNUITY  INSURANCE  grant  solid 
protection  on  mutual  plans. 

NO  RESTRICTION  on  residence  or  travel. 

INCONTESTABLE  after  two  years  from  date  of  issue. 

GUARANTEES  endorsed  cash,  loan,  paid-up  and  extended  insurance  values. 

AUTOMATICALLY  NON-FORFEITABLE  after  three  years. 

INSURANCE  ISSUED  IN  1899,  $17,738,861.23. 


G.  M.  STOLP,  General  Manager, 

82-84  New  Crocker  Building,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
A.  D.  WALKER,  General  Manager, 

Fidelity  Trust  Company  Building,  Tacoma,  Wash. 


GEORGE  D.  ALDER,  General  Manager, 

204  McCormack  Block,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

C.  M.  SMITH.  General  Manager, 

Hennessey  Building,  Butte,  Montana. 


Writing  Large  Lines  of  Desirable  Business 


PALATINE 


INSURANCE  CO.,  Ud, 


Of  Jl/aJi Chester,   Ensr-luncl. 


^/%/%/^/%/% 


Resources,  Security  to  Policyholders,  over     =  $9,300,000.00 

United  States  Brancli  Assets,  Jan.  I,  1900  -      2,637,777.00 

Net  Surplus  in  United  States       _         _         -         -         598,207.00 


'%/%^^%/%^ 


ClIAS.  A.  LATON,  Manager  Pacific  Coast  Department 


439  California  Street 


Safe  Deposit  Building 


San  Francisco 


LOCAL  BOARD   OF  DLRECTOItS: 

JOHN  H.  WISE,  Chairman.      JOHN  F.  MERRILL.      WM.  E.  BROWN.      E.  M.  ROOT. 


i^^iS^^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


!=<:  H^  %=r.  ^s^  ^  ^^ 


'  LONDON  &^ 
LANCASHIRE 


London  &  Lancashire 


Fire    Insurance    Company, 


Of  Liverpool,  Eng. 


Subscribed  Capital, 
Cash  Assets,  .  > 

Assets  in  United  States, 


$10,637,500 

7,344,540 

.       2,861,662 


Orient  Insurance  Co, 


Of  Hartford,   Contt. 


Capital, 
Assets,     . 


$2,000,000 
2,520,235 


The  State  Fire  Ins*  Co*^  L'd, 

Of  Liverpool,  England. 

Capital, $5,000,000 

Assets  in  United  States,        ....         324,084 


The  Netherlands  Fire  Ins*  Co*^ 


Of  'The  Hague,  Holland. 
ESTABLISHED     1845. 

Capital,    ... 
^^J.^   Assets  in  United  States, 


$1,600,000 
678,025 


PACIFIC     COAST     DEPARTMENT,  j 

315     Montgomery     Street,  :  :  San   Francisco.  j 

WM.    MACDONALD,  Manager, 

D.   E.   MILES,   Ass't  Manager. 


COAST  REl'IEir  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


SPECIAL  AGENTS 

AND 

ADJUSTERS  .  .  .  . 


Daily  Expense  Account  Book 

Hr*  Monthly  record  for  the  Vest  pocket 

10  Cents  per  Copy,  3  Copies,  23  Cents. 


F'UBLvISHED     BY     THE     COAST     KEIVIKW. 


^     ORGANIZED    1847.    ^ 


The  Peoe  Mimtiuial  Life  Eosiuirainice  Co. 


37. 7^7.980. 29 

4,996,620.22 


Of  Pliiladelphia. 

Assets,  January  1,  1900,         :         : 

Surplus,        "  "     (  '^'A  and  4  per  ct.  basis ) 

Writes  the  Most  Liberal  Policy  extant. 

HART  ^  W005TER,  Qeeerall  Ageets, 

G08-609-B10-G11-803  Claus  Spreckols  Bldg,  San  Prancisco 

Department  of  the  Pacific  States  and  Territories  of  the 

SCOTTISH    UNION  &   NATIONAL 


Insurance  Company  of  Great  Britain 


This  is  one  of  the  Oldest  and  Wealthiest 
Companies  in  Existence. 


Capital: 
$30,000,000 

Assets  in  the  United  States: 

$4,200,127. 

Surplus  in  the  United  States: 
$1,986,240. 

R,   C.  MEDCRAFT, 

General  Agent. 

319  California  Street, 

San  Francisco 

Special,  Agents 
T.  J.  A.  TIEDEMANN,  Portland 
FRED  R.  STOVER,  San  Francisco 
HARRY  L.  LUKE,  Salt  Lake  &  Denver 
.1  )    N    E.  COS  GROVE,  San  Francisco 


Organized 


iCT  VPpn 


18'^4 


-i/Z)^ 


f^f^j^f^f^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  g^S^g^gj&g; 


CASH  CAPITAL     *     *     *    ;  .,.^^=^^^^^^1^         Cash  Assets      *      *      * 

January  1,  litOO 

'^^'"''•''•'•'"•''"  ^^S^^P^   $13,019,411.20 


Incorporated  HF^^^^^'^^^^M.M  *1?M^^^  \J|[^Ml|iJi||f  1S19 


For  a  period  of    EIGHTY-ONE  YEARS  tliis  com- 
pany has  occupied  tbe  position  of  the  LEADING 
American  Fire  Insurance  Company. 


Largest  Cash  Capital,  Largest  Cash  Assets 

of  any  Fire  Insurance  Company 

in  America. 


Losses  Paid  since  organization  ]  81  years  [  $85,641,084.50 

BOARDMAN  &  SPENCER,  General  Agents 

E.  C.  MORRISON,  Supervisor  of  Agencies 

LOUIS  MEL,  I  Office,  514  California  St.,  San  Francisco 

W.  L.  QAZZAM,         >  Special  Agents  and  Adjusters 

J.  A.  MURPHY.  \ 


THE 


HARTFORD 

Fire  Insurance  Company, 

Organized  1794. 

Assets,      .        .        .  $11,002,588  02 

Net  Surplus,        .        .  3,810,204  50 

H.    K.    BELDEN,    Manager    Pacific    Department 

WHITNEY    PALACHE,    Assistant    Manager 
313  California  Street,  -  SAN  FRANCISCO 


I 


Special    AocnLs    an.d    iVdjusters. 
J.  J.  AGARD  J.  J.  DENNIS  JOHN  M.  HOI,>IES  W.  O.  MORGAN 
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A  Monthly  Insurance  Maga0me. 
Devoted  to  all  kinds  of   Insurance  that  Insures.  Published  on  the  Fifteenth  of  the  Month. 


Pe?-  Year,     :    :    $3.<)0  [  Tdtiihone  ' 

Per  Vo]]y,    :    :        .25  [       1^30       ] 
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Our    Digest    of   Recent   Insurance   Decisions. 
FIRE. 

Waiver.  An  insurance  company  engaged 
an  adjuster  to  adjust  a  loss  for  it. 
Proofs  of  loss  were  prepared  and  submitted 
to  the  company,  which  was  notified  by  plain- 
tiff that,  unless  it  adjusted  the  loss,  or  agreed 
to  an  appraisal  by  a  named  date,  it  would 
be  deemed  to  have  waived  such  appraisal, 
and  the  damaged  property  would  be  sold. 
Such  agent,  on  demand  for  an  appraisal, 
stated  that  he  did  not  wish  it,  and  wanted  to 
settle.  Pla-intift",  relying  on  such  refusal,  sold 
the  property,  after  which  such  company  re- 
pudiated the  adjustment,  and  demanded  an 
appraisal.  Held  sufficient  to  present  a  ques- 
tion to  the  jury  as  to  whether  such  company 
waived  an  appraisal. — Chainless  Cycle  Mfg. 
Co.  V.  Security  Ins.  Co.  of  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  64  N.  Y.  S.  1060. 

Limitation.  Under  Rev.  St.  Wis.  I  4240, 
providing  that  an  attempt  to 
commence  an  action  by  delivering  a  sum- 
mons to  an  officer  for  service  shall  be  equiv- 
alent to  a  commencement  thereof  within  the 
meaning  of  provision  of  law  limiting  the 
time  for  the  commencement  of  an  action,  an 
action  on  a  fire  policy  which  provides  that 


action  shall  be  instituted  in  six  months  after 
loss  is  commenced  in  time  when  the  sum- 
mons was  issued  before,  but  was  not  served 
till  after,  the  expiration  of  such  time. — Fred 
Miller  Brewing  Co.  v.  Capital  Ins.  Co.,  82 
N.  W.  1023. 

Depreciation.  In  an  action  on  a  policy 
of  insurance  for  loss  by  fire 
of  an  elevator  building,  an  expert  placed  the 
value  of  the  building,  without  allowing  for 
depreciation,  at  #1,758,  and  testified  that,  if 
it  were  kept  in  good  repair,  it  would  depre- 
ciate little,  if  any.  The  husband  of  the 
owner  testified  that  he  had  recently  had  the 
building  overhauled,  and  kept  it  in  excel- 
lent repair  and  condition.  Held,  that  a  ver- 
dict of  the  jury  finding  the  value  to  be  $1,700 
was  not  excessive. — British  America  Assur. 
Co.  V.  Kellner,  83  N.  W.  175. 

Misstatement.  When  plaintiffs  in  wliose 
name  property  was  insured 
had  informed  the  company's  agent  that  they 
did  not  own  the  property,  but  held  it  on 
commission,  and  after  its  loss  made  the 
same  statement  to  the  company's  adjuster,  a 
subsequent  statement  in  the  proof  of  loss 
that  they  were  the  owners  of  the  property 
was  not  made  with  intent  to  defraud,  so  as 
to  avoid  the  policy. — Westchester  Fire  Ins. 
Co.  V.  Wagner,  57  S.  W.  876. 
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Inventory  Failure  to  comply  with  a 
Clause.  clause  requiring  an  inventory 
of  stock  to  be  kept  in  a  fire- 
proof safe  will  not  avoid  the  policy,  where 
such  inventory,  by  reason  of  the  rapid 
changes  in  the  stock,  will  furnish  but  meager 
evidence  of  the  loss.— Kemendo  v.  Western 
Assur.  Co.,  57  S.  W.  293. 

Mortgagee.  Where  fire  insurance  pol- 
icies were  indorsed  payable 
to  a  mortgagee  as  its  interest  might  appear, 
such  mortgagee  had  an  interest  in  the  pol- 
icies, of  which  it  could  not  be  deprived  by 
the  acts  of  the  owner  and  insurers  in  can- 
celling such  indorsement  and  making  new 
policies  to  the  owner  without  its  consent. 
Judgment  Delaware  Ins.  Co.  y.  Security  Co. 
(Civ.  App.  igoo)  54  S.  W.  916,  reversed. — 
Security  Co.  v.  Panhandle  Nat.  Bank, 
57  S.  W.  23. 

*      *      * 

MaiaAL  FIHE. 
Assessment  After  the  execution  and  deliv- 
Clause.  ery  of  ii  mutual  insurance  policy, 
it  was  altered  by  striking  out 
the  clause  providing  for  assessments.  In  ex- 
planation of  the  alteration,  the  beneficiary's 
son,  who  handled  his  father's  business,  testi- 
fied that,  when  he  was  asked  by  the  agent 
to  renew  the  policy,  he  replied  that  he  did 
not  wish  to  insure  again  in  a  mutual  company, 
and  the  agent  replied  that  he  would  make 
out  a  policy  without  the  clause  in  question, 
whereupon  the  son  struck  out  the  clause  in 
question.  Held  sufficient  to  show  that  the 
change  was  not  made  with  fraudulent  intent. 
Fletcher  V.  Minneapolis  Fire  &  Marine  Mut. 
Ins.  Co.,  83  N.  W.   29. 


MARIME. 
CoNsi'iHACY.  The  consignee  of  a  cargo  of 
goods  assigned  the  bills  of  lad- 
ing to  another,  who  undertook  to  pay  a  large 
sum  of  money  therefor.  The  assignee  of  the 
bills  insured  the  goods,  taking  out  a  valued 
policy.  It  afterwards  appeared  that  the  bills 
were  drawn  for  from  »0  to  00  per  cent,  more 
than  was  actually  shipped,  which  the  evi- 
dence tended  to  show  was  the  result  of  a  con- 
spiracy between  the  captain  of  the  vessel  and 
the  one  who  chartered  it  to  obtain  bills  of 
lading  for  a  larger  amount  than  was  loaded 
on  the  ship,  and  then  lose   it,    and    thus   de- 


fraud insurance  companies.  The  assignee  of 
the  bills  had  no  knowledge  of  the  conspiracy 
when  he  obtained  the  insurance,  but  acted  in 
good  faith.  It  is  not  shown  that  the  con- 
signor of  the  goods  was  in  any  way  connected 
with  the  conspiracy.  Held,  that  the  insui'- 
ance  was  valid  to  the  extent  that  goods  were 
actually  shipped,  and  that  the  insured  was 
entitled  to  recover  the  proportion  of  the  sum 
insured  that  the  goods  shipped  bore  to  the 
goods  described  in  the  bills  of  lading. — Voisin 
v.  Providence  Washington  Ins.  Co.,  65  N.  Y. 
S.  333,  51  App.  Div.  553. 


LIFE. 

Limitation.  A  condition  indorsed  on  an 
undelivered  life  policy,  payable 
to  the  legal  representatives  of  the  assured, 
provided  that  no  suit  should  be  brought 
thereon  after  one  year  from  death.  Owing  to 
a  misapprehension  as  to  who  the  beneficiaries 
were,  a  suit  at  law  on  the  policj^  was  brought 
by  a  wrong  party  within  the  12  months.  The 
eri'or  was  not  discovered  until  a  few  days 
after  the  expiration  of  the  12  months,  when  a 
bill  in  equity  was  filed  by  the  proper  party, 
plaintiff  to  compel  delivery  of  the  policy,  which 
defendant  had  wrongfully  refused  to  do,  and 
to  obtain  a  decree  for  the  amount  due  there- 
on. Held,  that  plaintiff  was  not  barred  by 
the  limitation  indorsed  on  the  policy.  Decree, 
Phillips  v.  Union  Cent.  Life  Ins.  Co.  (C.  C. 
1900.)  101  F.  33,  reversed.— Union  Cent.  Life 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Phillips,  102  F.  19. 

MuKDEii  Evi-        The   pi-emiums  on    a    policy 
DENCE.  issued  shortly  before  assured's 

death  were  paid  by  his  wife. 
Assured  for  more  than  a  year  previous  to  his 
death  was  in  bad  health,  and  died  from  con- 
vulsions, after  a  brief  illness.  Such  convul- 
sions were  among  the  usual  symptoms  of  the 
disease,  and  deceased  had  had  several  just  be- 
fore he  died.  There  was  some  evidence  that 
the  convulsion  from  which  he  died  was  dif- 
ferent from  those  from  which  he  suffered,  and 
similar  to  those  caused  bj'  poison,  and  that  de- 
ceased's wife  had  procured  strychnine  about 
a  week  previous  to  the  death.  No  medicine 
was  given  deceased  by  his  wife  on  the  night 
he  died,  and  a  post  mortem  analysis  of  de- 
ceased's body,  made  six  months  after  the 
death,  failed  to  show  any  trace  of  strychnine. 
Held  insufficient  to  show  that  deceased's 
death  was  caused  by  poison  administered  by 
his  wife. — Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  of  Kentucky 
V.  Mellott,  57  S.  W.  8Sr. 
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AssiONMENT.  The  possession  of  a  life  insur- 
ance policy  acquired  under  a 
written  assignment  to  secure  a  specific  debt, 
which  had  been  paid,  was  relied  on  bj'  plain- 
tiff as  a  delivery  to  support  an  equitable  as- 
signment of. the  policy  as  security  for  another 
debt  "to  him."  The  evidence  showed  that 
when  the  debt  secured  by  the  written  assign- 
ment was  paid  the  policy,  together  with  the 
books  of  account  and  otherpapers  of  the  plain- 
tiff, was  held  by  a  coi-poration  to  whom  he  had 
transferred  his  business,  and  that  the  debtor 
then  verbally  agreed  that  the  possession  of 
the  poliej'  should  be  continued  with  the  com- 
pany as  security  for  a  new  line  of  credit  which 
it  was  to  extend  to  him.  There  was  no  evi- 
dence that  plaintiff  had  any  dealings  with  the 
debtor  thereafter,  or  was  his  creditor  ^t  the 
time  of  his  death.  Held,  that  the  proof  failed 
to  show  an  equitable  assignment  of  the  policy 
to  plaintiff.— Evans  v.  Bulman,  46  A.  315. 

Tontine  Div-        Under  a  policy  issued  on  the 
iDENi).  .  15-year     tontine     investment 

plan,  providing  "that  no  div- 
idend shall  be  allowed  or  paid  on  this  policy, 
unless  the  person  whose  life  is  hereby  in- 
sured shall  survive  until  the  completion  of 
its  tontine  dividend  period,  and  unless  this 
policy  shall  then  be  in  force,"  the  ben^ciary 
is  not  entitled  to  dividends  where  the  in- 
sured died  a  short  time  before  the  expiration 
of  the  tontine  period,  though  after  the  last 
premium  was  paid,  and  after  the  actuary  of 
the  company  had  submitted  to  insured  a  state- 
ment showing  what  would  be  the  value  of  the 
policy  at  the  expiration  of  the  tontine  period 
if  it  should  then  be  in  force,  and  that  state- 
ment included  accumulated  dividends.— New 
York  Life  In.s.  Co.  v.  Miller,  56  S.  W.  975; 
Sutton  V.  New  York  Life  Ins.  Co.,  Id. 

PiiEMiUM  While  B.  was  owner  and  man- 
NoTE.  ager  of  the  B.  Bank,  a  corpora- 
tion, which  was  insolvent,  al- 
though it  paid  its  debts,  he  insured  his  life, 
payable  to  his  heirs,  and  gave  his  negotiable 
note  to  F.,  the  general  agent  of  the  company, 
for  the  payment  of  the  first  premium.  The 
policy  was  delivered  to  B.  in  exchange  for 
the  note.  F.  thereafter,  and  before  maturity, 
transferred  the  note  to  the  P.  Bank  for  value, 
which  bank  forwarded  the  same  to  the  B. 
Bank  for  collection,  and  the  amount  was  cred- 
ited to  the  P.  Bank,  which  bank  was  then 
owing  the  B.  Bank.  Two  other  notes  were 
given  the  insurance  company  for  other  prem- 
iums on  the  policy,  which  were  afterwards 
paid  by  the  B.  Bank.     B,  died  after  the  third 


note  was  paid,  and  the  policy  was  paid  to  de- 
fendant. In  a  proceeding  by  the  receiver  of 
the  B.  Bank  to  impress  all  the  insurance  fund 
with  a  trust  for  the  premiums  paid  by  the 
bank,  held,  that  the  note  given  in  payment  of 
the  first  premium,  having  been  sold  and  trans- 
ferred by  the  insurance  company  before  due, 
vested  the  title  to  the  policy  in  B.  on  its  de- 
livery, and  that  the  sale  of  the  note  by  the  in- 
surance company  operated,  as  between  the 
company  and  B.,  as  a  collection  of  the  note. 
The  giving  and  acceptance  of  a  negotiable 
promissory  note  for  the  first  annual  premium 
on  an  insurance  policy  at  the  time  of  delivery 
of  the  policy,  and  its  subsequent  sale  and  in- 
dorsement before  maturity,  operate  as  a  pay- 
ment of  the  premium  for  the  first  year,  even 
if  the  note  was  never  paid,  and,  as  between 
the  maker  and  the  insurance  company,  as  a 
collection  of  the  note;  and  the  company  is 
thereafter  estopped  from  claiming  a  forfeiture 
of  the  policy  because  of  the  nonpayment  of 
the  note. — Thum  v.  Wolstenholme,  61  P.  537. 

Material  A  statement,    in    an    applica- 

Statement.  tion  for  life  insurance,  that  the 
insured  had  not  consulted  a 
physician  within  a  certain  period,  was  mate- 
rial to  the  risk,  within  the  meaning  of  the 
laws  of  Pennsylvania,  under  which  the  policy 
was  issued,  which  provides  that  the  falsity 
of  a  statement  in  an  application  for  life  insur- 
ance shall  be  no  defense  to  an  action  on  the 
policy  unless  material  to  the  rislf ;  and  hence, 
such  statement  being  false,  no  recovery  can 
be  had  on  the  policy. — Fidelity  Mut.  Life 
Ass'n  of  Philadelphia  v.  McDaniel,  57  N.  E.  645. 

Representations        Evidence  that  one  claim- 
OF  Agent.  ing  to  be  a  special  agent  of 

defendant  verbally  repre- 
sented to  plaintiff  that  defendant's  20-year 
"installment  bond"  policy  contained  an  option 
to  the  insured,  upon  payment  of  the  premium 
thereunder  for  10  successive  years,  to  have 
such  policy  converted  into  a  paid-up  policy, 
payable  upon  the  death  of  the  insured,  and 
that  in  consideration  thereof  plaintiff  made  a 
written  application  for  insurance,  wherein  it 
was  agreed  "that  no  representations  made  by 
the  soliciting  agent  should  be  binding  upon 
defendant  unless  presented  to  it  in  writing; 
that  the  policy  issued  to  plaintiff  was  re- 
ceived and  held  by  him,  and  the  premium 
paid  thereon,  for  over  10  years,  before  he  dis- 
covered that  the  option  clause  referred  to  was 
not  contained  therein;  and  that  defendant 
never  at  any  time  issued  an  installment  bond 
policy  containing  an  option  to  the   insured   to 


562 


The   Coast   ReV'ievi? 


demand  a  paid-up  policy,  nor  authorized  said 
representations,  nor  recognized  said  agent — 
is  not  sufficient  to  entitle  plaintiff  to  a  ref- 
ormation of  the  policy  received  by  him  so  as 
to  make  it  conform  to  the  representations  of 
said  agent. — Wilson  v.  National  Life  Ins.  Co., 
G5N.  Y.  S.  550,  31  Misc.  Rep.  403. 


FRATERNAL. 
Waiver.  During  the  time  of  hi.s' member- 
ship in  said  association  —  four 
years — a  large  number  of  other  members  of 
the  subordinate  lodge  of  which  he  was  so  a 
member  were  suspended,  in  accordance  with 
the  by-laws,  for  non-payment  of  assessments 
made  against  them.  Held,  that  the  custom 
and  habit  of  such  subordinate  lodge  in  restor- 
ing and  reinstating  such  suspended  members, 
the  reinstatements  being  made  under  and 
pursuant  to  its  by-laws,  did  not  constitute  a 
waiver  of  th.e  prompt  payment  of  future  as- 
sessments, nor  establish  a  right  of  restora- 
tion to  membership. — Elder  v.  Grand  Lodge 
A.  O.  U.  W.  of  Minnesota,  83  N.  W.  987. 

Dis.vppEAKANCE.  One  insured  for  $2,000  in 
a  beneficiary  society  dis- 
appeared, and  was  not  heard  of  for  ten  years 
thereafter,  and  nine  years  after  his  depart- 
ure his  widow,  believing  him  to  be  dead, 
sued  on  the  policy.  To  dispose  of  the  suit  it 
was  agreed  between  plaintiff  and  defendant 
that  the  action  should  be  dismissed,  the  de- 
fendant to  pay  $(;K6  of  the  insurance,  which 
was  in  no  event  to  be  returned  to  it,  and  to 
pay  the  remaining  $1,334  in  16  months  there- 
after, if  insured  did  not  turn  up  in  the  mean- 
time. Held  that,  thougVi  it  was  discovered 
that  insured  was  alive  before  the  |666  was 
paid,  defendant  was  bound  to  pay  the  same. 
Judgment  (1897)  48  N.  Y.  S.  550,  24  App.  Div. 
410,  reversed.— Sears  v.  Grand  Lodge  A.  O. 
U.  W.  of  New  York,  57  N.  E.  618,  163  N.  Y.  374. 

*       *       «■ 
EMPLOgERS'   LIABILITg. 

Immediate  In  a  policy  insuring  against  loss 
Notice.  from  liability  to  employes  of  the 
insured  sustaining  bodily  injury 
"under  circumstances  which  shall  impose 
upon  the  insured  a  common  law  or  statutory 
liability  to  such  employes  by  reason  thereof," 
a  stipulation  requiring  immediate  wi-itten 
notice  to  be  given  the  insurer  of  all  alleged 
injuries,  and  all  information  in  the  possession 
or  knowledge  of  the  insured  relating  to  such 
injury  is  of  the  essence  of  the  contract,  and 
cannot  be  waived  by  an  agent  of  the  company 


without  authority  therefor. — Travelers'  Ins. 
Co.  v.  Myers,  57  N.  E.  458. 


AeeiDEiNT. 

10  Days'  Limit.  A  finding  that  the  require- 
ment of  a  policy  that  notice 
of  accident  should  be  given  within  10  days 
was  waived  is  warranted  where  it  appears 
that,  though  the  notice  sent  on  the  day  of  the 
accident  and  one  sent  several  days  later  were 
not  received  till  11  days  after  the  accident, 
the  company's  secretary  afterwards  sent  an 
accident  blank,  saying  it  might  be  filled  out 
and  forwarded ;  that  a  blank  was  filled  out 
and  sent  the  company  a  few  days  later;  that 
thereafter,  on  the  death  of  the  injured,  a  cer- 
tificate was  filled  out,  and  sent  the  company, 
and  receipt  thereof  acknowledged,  no  objec- 
tions of  any  kind  being  made  till  three  months 
thereafter,  it  not  appearing  that  objection 
that  the  notice  was  not  in  time  was  made  till 
after  suit  brought. — Moore  v.  Wildey  Cas- 
ualty Co.,  57  N.  E.  673. 

Inckease  OF  Where  an  application  for  in- 
Hazaru.  surance  against  accident  rep- 
resents the  applicant  as  an  im- 
porter and  dealer  in  Chinese  merchandise  and 
contractor  for  Chinese  labor,  and  it  is  agreed 
in  the  application  and  policy  that  for  any  in- 
jury received  in  any  occupation  classed  by  the 
company  as  more  hazardous  than  that  named 
in  the  application  the  insured  shall  be  entitled 
to  recover  only  such  amount  as  the  premium 
paid  would  purchase  at  the  rates  fixed  for 
such  increased  hazard,  the  fact  that  the  in- 
sured made  a  full  disclosure  of  the  business  in 
which  he  was  engaged  to  the  agent  of  the 
companj'  who  solicited  the  insurance,  and  that 
the  latter  had  full  knowledge  of  the  increased 
risk  when  the  policy  was  issued,  will  not  ren- 
der the  company  liable  for  more  than  the 
amount  of  insurance  that  may  be  purchased 
with  the  premium  paid  for  such  increased 
hazard. — Employers'  Liabilitj'  Assur.  Corp.  v. 
Back,  102  F.  229. 


Odds  and  Ends  in  the  Courts. 

Insured  is  bound  by  the  stipulations  in  the 
policy  and  note,  unless  they  were  waived  in 
some  way,  though  he  overlooked  them  be- 
cause they  were  in  small  and  obscure  type. — 
Mudd  v.  German  Ins.  Co.  of  Freeport,  111., 
56  S.  W.  977. 

Where  an  applicant  for  life  insurance  became 
fatally  ill  after  issuance,  but  before  delivery  of 
his  policy,  the  fact  that  he  reserved  the  right  to 
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inspect  it  before  paying  the  first  premium 
would  not  defeat  recoverj'  thereon,  providing' 
he  waived  the  right  and  tendered  payment, 
since  the  reservation  was  intended  solely  for 
his  benefit. — Going  v.  Mutual  Ben.  Life  Ins. 
Co.,  36  S.  E.  556. 


Bankers  Alliance  Receivership. 

MUKRAT  V.  SUPKEME  COUKT  OF  LOS  ANGELES 
COUNTY.  (S.  F.  1,912.)  SUPREME  COURT  OF 
CALIFORNIA.       SEPT.  4,   1900. 

In  bank.  Appeal  from  superior  court,  Los 
Angeles  county ;  M.  T.  Allen,  Judge. 

Application  by  Alma  A.  Murray  for  a  writ 
of  prohibition  against  the  superior  court  of  the 
county  of  Los  Angeles.     Writ  granted. 

Per  Curiam.  This  is  an  application  for  a 
writ  of  prohibition  against  the  superior  court 
of  Los  Angeles  county.  The  petitioner,  hav- 
ing obtained  a  judgment  against  the  Banker's 
Alliance  of  California,  a  corporation,  had  an 
executiou  issued  thereon,  and  levied  or  at- 
tempted to  levy  the  writ  upon  certain  moneys, 
credits,  and  personal  property  under  the  con- 
trol of  one  Washburn,  who  claims  to  be  hold- 
ing the  same  as  receiver,  in  obedience  to  the 
order  of  the  superior  court  of  Los  Angeles 
county  in  an  action  brought  by  one  Jeffries 
against  the  said  corporation  and  its  directors. 
The  question  to  be  determined  here  is  as  to 
whether  the  said  superior  court  in  said  last- 
named  action  exceeded  its  jurisdiction  in  the 
appointment  of  said  Washburn  as  receiver, 
and  ordering  him  to  take  charge  of  the  said 
moneys  and  pi'operties.  The  question  will 
have  to  be  determined  by  an  examination  of 
the  complaint  in  said  action.  The  complaint 
alleges  that  the  defendant  the  Banker's  Alli- 
ance of  California  is  a  corporation  organized 
under  the  laws  of  the  state  of  California  for 
the  purpose  of  the  mutual  protection  of  the 
members  thereof,  and  the  payment  of  stipu- 
lated sums  of  money  to  the  members,  and  not 
for  profit,  and  that  it  had  no  capital  stock ; 
that  the  plaintiff,  in  pursuance  of  the  by-laws 
and  regulations  of  said  corporation,  applied  for 
a  policy  of  insurance  upon  his  life,  and  there- 
by became  and  is  a  member  thereof;  that  the 
total  assets  of  said  corporation  is  the  sum  of 
about  $96,000  and  no  more,  and  the  total  liabil- 
ities about  $120,000,  of  which  latter  sum  about 
$46,700  is  due  on  policies  which  were  issued 
on  the  lives  of  members  who  have  died  ;  that 
the  said  corporation,  through  its  board 
of  trustees,  has  entered  into  an  agreement 
with  the  Chicago  Guaranty  Fund  Life  Society 
of  Chicago,  whereby  it  has  transferred  to  said 


society  all  its  interest  in  all  policies  outstand- 
ing and  premiums  to  become  due  thereon ; 
that  it  has  ceased  to  issue  policies  and  to 
carry  on  the  business  and  purposes  for  which 
it  was  organized;  that  the  trustees  of  said 
corporation  are  receiving  a  salary  of  $100  each 
per  month,  and  that  it  is  paying  $150  per 
mon  th  for  offices,  and  has  other  large  expen  ses ; 
that  unless  the  court  interferes,  and  takes 
charge  of  the  assets  of  said  corporation,  thej' 
will  be  wasted  and  consumed  in  expenses,  and 
there  will  be  nothing  left  with  which  to  paj- 
death  claims  due  policy  holders.  The  prayer 
is  that  the  directors  or  trustees  be  enjoined 
from  paying  out  the  funds  of  the  corporation, 
from  interfering  with  or  transacting  the  busi- 
ness thereof,  and  that  a  receiver  be  appointed 
to  take  charge  of  all  moneys  and  properties 
and  collect  all  dues,  and  that  all  creditors 
present  their  claims  to  the  receiver,  to  be  by 
him  adjusted  and  paid.  The  court  made  an 
order  enjoining  the  directors  from  carrying 
on  the  business  of  the  corporation,  and  ap- 
pointing said  Washburn  receiver,  directing 
him,  as  such  receiver,  to  take  charge  of  all  the 
moneys,  property,  and  assets  of  the  corpora- 
tion. 

We  think  the  court  did  not  have  jurisdic- 
tion, by  virtue  of  the  facts  stated  in  the  com- 
plaint, to  appoint  a  receiver.  The  corporation 
has  not  been  dissolved,  and  no  attempt  is 
made  to  have  it  dissolved.  It  was  not  sought 
to  have  it  declared  insolvent,  or  to  have  its 
assets  distributed  among  its  members.  The 
object  and  purpose  of  the  action  was  to  take 
the  assets  and  business  from  the  directors, 
and  turn  them  over  to  a  stranger.  It  is  not 
sought  to  remove  the  directors,  or  either  of 
them;  nor  is  there  any  allegation  of  fraud  or 
misconduct  as  to  them,  or  either  of  them.  The 
court  does  not  possess  the  power,  upon  the 
facts  stated  in  said  complaint,  to  take  the 
property  of  the  corporation  in  this  case,  where 
the  corporation  has  not  been  dissolved  nor 
adjudged  insolvent,  and,  in  the  absense  of 
any  charge  of  fraud  or  mismanagement  of  the 
persons  who  have  been  selected  by  the  corpor- 
ation to  manage  its  business,  turn  it  over 
into  the  hands  of  a  third  party.  The  property 
of  a  corporation  belongs  to  its  stockholders  or 
members,  and  the  corporation,  as  an  artificial 
person,  has  the  same  rights  as  to  its  property 
and  the  control  thereof  that  an  individual 
would  have,  unless  controlled  by  some  express 
statutory  declaration-  We  find  no  statute 
authorizingtheappointmentof  a  receiver  upon 
the  ground  that  the  corporation  is  not  pros- 
perous, or  because  its  liabilities  are  greater 
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than  its  assets.     The  Code  of  Civil  Procedure 
contains   the  following  section    (iGo)  :  "Upon 
the  dissolution  of  any  corporation,  the  super- 
ior court  of  the  county  in  which  the  corpora- 
tion carries  on  its  business,  or  has  its  princi- 
ple place  of  business,  on   application  of  any 
creditor  of  the  corpoi'ation,  or  of  any   stock- 
holder or  member  thereof,  may  appoint  one  or 
more  persons  to  be  receivers  or  trustees  of  the 
corporation,  to  take  charge  of  the  estate  and 
effects  thereof,  and  to  collect  the  'debts  and 
property  due  and  belonging  to  the  corporation, 
and  to  pay  the  outstanding  debts  thereof,  and 
to  divide  the  moneys  and  other  property  that 
shall  remain  over,  among  the  stockholders  or 
members."    It  vpill  be    observed     that    the 
above  section  provides  for  the  appointment  of 
a  receiver  only  "upon  the  dissolution  of  thg 
corporation."      The    corporation    not    having 
been  dissolved,  it  is  evident  that  the  section 
does  not  authorize  the  appointment  of  the  re- 
ceiver.    It  is  said  by   Beach  in  his   work  on 
Receivers  (section  86) :  "The  courts  have  not 
the  power  to  appoint  receivers  to  wind  up  the 
affairs  of  a  corporation  in  the  absence  of  statu- 
tory provision."    And  again  the  same  author 
says   (section    435)  :    "Aside    from    statutory 
provision,  insolvency  alone  is  not  a  sufficient 
cause  for  the  appointment  of  a  receiver;  and 
mere  insolvency  will  not  warrant  the  grant- 
ing of   such   a   drastic  remedy.     A  court  of 
equity  has  not  inherent  power  to  appoint  a  re- 
ceiver of  a  corporation  because  of   mere   in- 
solvency.    *    *    *    To   question   the  proposi- 
tion asserted  would  be  to  deny   the  right  of 
stockholders  and  ofBcers  of  a  corporation   to 
manage    and    control    the    company's   affairs 
under    oi'dinary     circumstances.     Courts     of 
equity  have  no  greater  control  over  the  affairs 
of  a  private  corporatfon,  when  it  becomes  in- 
solvent, than  they  have  over  the  affairs  of  an 
individual."    It   is    provided   in    Code    Civ. 
Proc.  S  564,  subd.  5,  that  a  receiver  may  be 
appointed  "in  the  cases  where  a  corporation 
has  been  dissolved,  or  is  insolvent  or  in  im- 
minent danger  of  insolvencjs  or  has  forfeited 
its  corporate  rigtts."     This  court  passed  upon 
the  particular  subdivision  of  said  section  in 
the  French  Bank  Case,  53  Cal.  553,  and  in  the 
opinion    said:    "The    particular    subdivision, 
however,    which   is    supposed    to  confer    the 
power  in  question,  and  to  authorize  the  dis- 
trict court  to  appoint  a  receiver  of  the  pro- 
perty of   this  corporation,  is  the  fifth  (being 
the  only  portion  of  the  statute  in  which  cor- 
porations are  named) :  'A  receiver  may  be  ap- 
pointed   *    *    *    in  the  cases  when  a  corpora- 
tion    *     *     *     is    insolvent.'    There    is,    of 


course,  no  such  thing  as  an  action  brought 
distinctively  for  the  mere  appointment  of  a 
receiver.  Such  an  appointment,  when  made, 
is  ancillary  to,  or  in  aid  of,  the  action  brought. 
Its  purpose  is  to  preserve  the  property  pend- 
ing the  litigation,  so  that  the  relief  awarded 
by  the  judgment,  if  any,  may  be  effective. 
The  authority  conferred  upon  the  court  to 
make  the  appointment  necessarily  presupposes 
that  an  action  is  pending  before  it,  instituted 
by  some  one  authorized  by  law  to  commence 
it.  But  there  is  no  statute,  in  this  state — 
none  to  which  we  have  been  pointed — which 
undertakes  to  confer  upon  a  private  person, 
either  as  stockholder  or  creditor,  the  right  to 
maintain  an  action  to  dissolve  a  corporation 
upon  the  ground  that  it  is  insolvent,  or  to  ob- 
tain relief  by  seizing  its  property  out  of  the 
hands  of  its  constituted  management,  and 
placing  it  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver."  This 
construction  of  the  subdivision  was  followed 
and  approved  by  this  court  in  bank  in  the  late 
case  of  Fischer  v.  Superior  Court  of  City  and 
County  of  San  Francisco,  110  Cal.  141,  42  Pac. 
561.  See  Neall  v.  Hill,  16  Cal  150;  Fischer  v. 
Superior  Court  of  City  and  County  of  San 
Francisco,  84  Cal.  364,  24  Pac.  121,  10  L.  R.  A. 
627;  People's  Home  Sav.  Bank  v.  Superior 
Court  of  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco, 
103  Cal.  27,  36  Pac.  1015;  Harrison  v.  Hebbard, 
101  Cal.  152,  35  Pac.  555. 

It  is  claimed  that,  as  the  corporation  was 
organized  and  doing  business  under  the  act  of 
March  19,  1891  (St.  1891,  p.  126),  entitled  "An 
act  relating  to  life,  health,  accident,  and  an- 
nuity or  endowment  insurance  on  the  assess- 
ment plan  and  the  conduct  of  the  business  of 
such  insurance,"  it  is  not  governed  by  the 
general  laws,  or  any  other  statute  than  the 
act  under  which  it  was  incorporated  ;  that 
section  3  of  the  act  provides  that  such  corpor- 
ation "shall  be  subject  only  to  the  provisions 
of  this  act."  We  do  not  think  it  was  the  in- 
tent of  the  legislature  that  corporation  creat- 
ed under  the  act  should  be  exempt  from  all 
laws,  rules,  or  decisions  under  the  general 
laws  of  the  state.  The  clause  quoted  relates 
to  the  contracts  of  insurance,  the  deposit  with 
the  state  treasurer,  the  reserve  fund,  and 
the  investment  thereof,  and  other  regulations 
as  to  the  management  and  business  of  such 
coi'poration.  But,  if  we  were  to  look  to  tlie 
act  alone,  it  provides  a  complete  remedy  by 
which  the  corporation  may  be  restrained  from 
doing  business.  Section  10  of  the  act  is  as 
follows:  "If  the  insurance  commissioner,  af- 
ter the  examination  of  the  affairs  of  a  corpor- 
ation, shall  find  that  such  corporation  is  not 
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doing  its  business  in  conformity  to  this  act,  or 
that  it  is  doing  a  fraudulent  or  unlawful  busi- 
ness, or  that  it  is  not  carrying  out  its  terms  of 
contract,  or  that  it  cannot  within  three 
months  fi'om  the  date  of  notice  of  default  pay 
its  obligations,  he  shall  cite  the  president, 
secretary,  manager,  or  general  agent  of  said 
coporation,  or  all  of  them,  to  appear  before 
him  (stating  the  time  and  place)  to  show 
cause  why  the  authority  of  such  corporation 
to  do  business  shall  not  be  revoked;  and,  if 
they  cannot  show  cause,  then  he  shall  report 
the  facts  to  the  attorney-general  of  this  state, 
who  shall  commence  proceedings  in  the  pro- 
per court  to  resti-ain  said  corporation  from  do- 
ing any  further  business."  By  the  provisions 
of  the  section  the  corporation  is  given  the 
right  to  be  heard,  before  the  insurance  com- 
missioner, after  being  notified.  If,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  commissioner,  no  cause  can  be 
shown  why  the  authority  of  the  corporation  to 
do  business  should  not  be  revoked,  he  shall 
report  the  facts  to  the  attorney-general, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  commence  proceedings  to 
restrain  the  corporation  from  doing  business. 
It  seems  to  us  that,  if  the  corporation  "is  to 
be  subject  only  to  the  provisions  of  the  act," 
it  would  have  to  be  restrained  from  doing 
business  by  the  machinery  provided  in  section 
10.  There  is  no  other  method  provided  in  the 
act  by  which  its  authority  can  be  revoked.  In 
speaking  of  the  act  and  of  this  section,  this 
court  said  in  Savings  Union  v.  Long,  123  Cal. 
112,55  Pac.  708:  "The  act  contains  no  pro- 
vision in  i-egard  to  the  insolvency  of  the  cor- 
poration, but  in  section  10  aproceedure  is  pro- 
vided for  revoking  its  authority  to  do  business 
when  it  is  carrying  on  a  fraudulent  or  unlaw- 
ful business,  is  not  carrying  out  'its  terms  of 
contract,'  or  cannot,  within  three  months  from 
the  notice  of  default,  pay  its  obligations."  It 
is  claimed  that  the  corporation  had  become 
insolvent,  and  ceased  to  do  business,  at  the 
time  the  receiver  was  appointed.  Section  4 
of  the  act,  after  providing  for  the  payment  of 
beneficiaries,  reads:  "Failure  to  make  such 
payment,  within  thirty  days  after  notice,  at 
the  home  office,  by  mail,  as  provided  by  law, 
of  final  judgment,  unless  waiver  is  made  bj' 
the  beneficiary,  shall  constitute  a  forfeiture 
of  the  right  to  do  business."  It  is  not  alleged 
that  the  corporation  has,  after  30  days  notice, 
failed  to  pay  any  final  judgment.  The  state- 
ment in  the  complaint  is  "that  a  large  amount 
of  money  is  due  upon  its  policies  issued  upon 
the  lives  of  its  policyholders,  and  that  the 
holders  thereof  are  clamorous  for  the  amounts 
due."     The  writ  of  pi'ohibition  will  lie  in  this 


class  of  cases.  Havemeycr  v.  Superior  Court 
of  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  84 
Cal.  3b9,  24  Pac.  121,  10  L.  R.  A.  627:  State 
Inv.  &  Ins.  Co.  v.  Superior  Court  of  City  and 
County  of  San  Francisco,  101  Cal.  136,  35  Pac. 
549.  It  is  ordered  that  a  peremptory  writ  of 
prohibition  issue  to  the  said  superior  court  of 
the  county  of  Los  Angeles  in  accordance  with 
the  prayer  of  the  petition  and  the  views  here- 
in expressed. 


The  Baker  City  Reinsurance  Decision, 

Plaintiffs  (Home  and  Phoenix)  insured  S. 
A.  Heilner,  Baker  Citj',  Or.,  in  the  sum  of 
$10,000,  on  wool  on  storage.  The  defendant 
(Continental)  reinsured  plaintiffs  to  the 
amount  of  $5,000.  Afterward,  18,000  of  the 
insurance  was  canceled  at  request  of  Heihier. 
Such  cancellation  was  made  without  notice  to 
defendant,  which  had  no  knowledge  thereof 
until  the  loss  occurred.  Loss  exceeded  $3,000. 
Plaintiffs  paid  $2,000,  the  full  amount  of  their 
liability;  and  in  addition,  $14.10  adjustment 
expenses. 

Plaintiffs  sued  to  recover  of  defendant  Ihe 
whole  of  the  payments  so  made.  Defendant 
denied  that  it  was  liable  except  for  half  the 
amount  paid,  which  amount  it  offered  to  pay. 
Its  counsel  insisted  that  by  the  contract  of 
reinsurance  the  defendant  engaged  only  to 
bear  an  equal  share  of  any  loss  that  might 
occur.  The  case  is  before  the  New  York 
supreme  court. 

The  court  referee  said:  "I  do  not  so  understand 
the  case.  It  is  true  that  half  of  plaintiffs'  risk  as 
it  existed  on  the  date  of  the  defendant's  policy  was 
reinsured  by  the  defendant.  It  by  no  means  fol- 
lows from  that  fact  that  the  defendant's  liability 
was  to  be  limited  in  any  event  to  half  of  any  loss  that 
might  be  sustained  under  the  plaintiffs' policy  .  .  . 
It  was  not  an  agreement  to  indemnify  the  plain. 
tiffs  to  the  extent  of  half  of  any  loss,  but  an  agree- 
•  ment  to  indemnify  them  against  any  loss  to  the 
extent  of  $5,000." 

With  reference  to  the  pro  rata  clause  the  com- 
missioner held:  "If  the  insurance  had  been  re- 
duced to  $7,500,  and  a  loss  had  occurred,  the  defend- 
ant would  still  have  been  reinsurer  to  the  extent  of 
$5,000,  and  the  loss  would  have  been  pro-rated,  not 
with  reference'  to  the  amount  of  the  policy  as 
issued,  but  to  its  amount  at  the  time  of  the  loss; 
that  is,  one-third  would  have  been  borne  by  the  in- 
surer and  two-thirds  by  the  defendant.  If  the 
insurance  had  been  reduced  before  loss  to  $5,000, 
the  defendant's  liability  would  not  have  been  affect- 
ed, but  the  whole  of  the  plaintiffs'  'interest  or 
liability  as  insurers'  would  then  have  been  rein, 
sured,  and,  as  a  consequence,  the  pro  rata  clause 
would  have  been  no  longer  operative.  When  the 
plaintiffs'  policy  was  in  fact  reduced  by  cancella- 
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tion  to  $3,000,  the  only  effect  was  to  relieve  the  de- 
fendant from  liability  as  reinsurer  beyond  that 
sum." 


Cases  on  Insurance. 
A  Seleotiou  of  Cases  on  the  Law  of  Insur- 
ance, by  Edwin  H.  Woodruff,  has  just  been 
published  by  Baker,  Voorhis  &  Co.,  New 
York.  It  is  a  work  of  600  pages,  with  a  selec- 
tion of  nearly  400  cases.  The  arrangement  is 
commendable.  The  several  varieties  of  in- 
surance are  represented  in  the  grouping  or 
classification  according  to  the  principal  point 
involved.  For  example,  under  the  heading 
"Nature  of  the  Contract,"  six  cases  have 
been  selected— fire,  marine,  life,  mutual  ben- 
efit, accident  and  fidelity  and  guaranty. 
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French    Marine    Decision.     Floating    Policy. 

What,  to  our  view,  at  least,  seems  to  have 
been  a  curious  decision,  has  been  ai-rived  at 
recently  by  the  Marseilles  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce in  an  interesting  insurance  case.  The 
amount  claimed  was  in  itself  large— some 
£48,000  sterling;  but  the  principle  involved 
seems  almost  more  important  than  the  actual 
pecuniary  stake,  for  the  general  practice  of 
shippers  and  of  underwriters  in  regard  to  an 
every-day  matter  of  business  was  discussed. 
The  plaintiffs  in  the  case  to  which  we  allude 
were  Messrs.  Kargenty  and  Co.,  shippers  of 
tobacco  from  the  Southern  states  of  North 
America  to  the  three  principal  ports  of  France. 
For  the  purposes  of  their  business  they  effect- 
ed the  policy  of  insurance  under  which  the 
action  we  are  discussing  was  brought. 

It  was  a  time  policy  to  extend  over  a  period 
of  twelve  months  from  the  date  on  which  it 
was  taken  out.  It  was  to  cover,  not  only  the 
ordinary  sea  risk  to  the  cargoes  of  tobacco  to 
which  it  referred,  but  also  the  attendant 
risks  of  lighterage,  ti-anshipment  as  regards 
sea  transit,  as  well  as  dangers  bj'  tire,  rob- 
bery and  pillage  whilst  the  goods  insured  were 
on  their  land  transit  from  the  interior  town 
of  the  United  States  whence  they  might  be 
consigned,  whether  such  inland  transit  took 
place  by  railway,  or  by  canal,  or  river.  An 
extra  premium  of  }«'  per  cent,  to  cover  the 
risk  of  transit  on  the  far  side  of  New  York 
was  stipulated  for,  and  it  was  also  agreed  that 
the  amount  to  be  recoverable  in  respect  of 
any  one  cargo  was  to  be  restricted  to  the  sum 
of  300,000  francs,  say  £8,000  sterling. 

During  the  currency  of  the  policy   a   quan- 


tity of  tobacco  owned  by  the  plaintiffs  was 
burnt  in  a  great  warehouse  tire  at  Pinner's 
Point.  The  value  of  the  goods  so  lost  amount- 
ed to  some  six  times  the  sum  limited  by  the 
policy  as  recoverable  in  respect  of  any  one 
cargo.  But  the  plaintiffs,  alleging  that  there 
were  parts  of  several  cargoes,  lost,  and  that 
the  loss  in  respect  of  no  one  of  them  amounted 
to  the  sum  limited  by  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tract, claimed  to  be  indemnitied  for  all  that 
they  had  lost. 

The  assurers,  however,  not  only  relied  on 
the  limitation  clause,  but  went  so  far  as  to 
suggest  that  since  they  were  paid  the  extra 
^jj  per  cent,  in  respect  of  land  transit  via 
New  York,  and  as  the  destruction  of  the  prop- 
ertj^  in  respect  of  which  they  were  sued  took 
place  when  the  goods  were  being  conveyed 
by  another  route,  they  were  wholly  absolved 
from  any  liability  to  indemnify  the  plaintiffs. 
On  this  latter  point  there  seems  to  us  to  have 
been  a  good  deal  to  be  said  in  their  favor. 

The  court,  however,  held  that  they  were 
aware,  from  what  had  happened  in  previous 
years  when  they  had  held  policies  with  the 
defendants,  that  it  was  Messrs.  Kargenty's 
practice  to  send  their  goods  by  this  route, 
and  that  they  inferred  by  entering  into  the 
present  policy  for  this  year  that  they  had,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  acquiesced  in  that 
practice.  Further,  they  found  as  a  fact  that 
the  choice  of  the  Pinner's  Point  route  in 
preference  to  that  by  New  York  was  not,  in 
fact,  contrary  to  the  conditions  of  the  policy, 
or  calculated  to  increase  the  risk.  It  might 
have  been  urged,  we  should  have  thought, 
that  despatches  by  this  route,  with  its  fewer 
sailings,  would  have  been  more  likely  to  have 
cnused  an  accumulation  of  parcels  in  the  ware- 
houseson  the  American  side  (as  in  fact  it  did) 
than  would  have  been  probable  had  the  goods 
been  sent  by  the  New  York  route.  It  does 
not  seem  to  us  to  have  struck  the  tribunal 
that  the  shippers  practically  bound  themselves 
to  use  the  route  spoken  of  in  the  policy,  or 
else  to  waive  their  right  to  indemnification 
for  loss  on  the  land  part  of  the  journey  ;  at  all 
events,  the  court  was  of  opinion  that  there 
was  just  ground  for  compensation. 

But,  as  regards  the  other  question,  the 
tribunal  was  against  the  assured  altogether. 
They  held  that  the  limit  mentioned  in  the 
policy  kept  down  the  amount  recoverable  un- 
der it  in  respect  of  this  eventuality,  even 
though  the  damage  extend  to  several  cargoes. 
Their  reason  for  thus  deciding  was  based  on 
the  fact  that,  since  the  insurers  had  pru- 
dentlv  limited  their  risk  to  the  200,000  francs. 
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they  could  not  be  expected  to  settle  on  the 
basis  of  the  loss  having  exceeded  that  amount. 
This  argument  sounds  specious  enough,  but  it 
is  open  to  one  or  two  observations.  In  the 
tirst  place  we  see  that  such  a  contract  as  is 
here  disclosed  could  not,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  be  taken  to  absolutely  limit,  in  any 
event,  the  whole  indemnity  payable  by  the 
insurers  to  one  sum  of  200,000  francs;  for  it 
might  conceivably  have  been  that,  instead  of 
a  land  fire,  which  came  upon  a  number  of  con- 
signments in  one  warehouse,  there  might 
have  happened  a  single  great  hurricane  which 
should  destroy  as  many  consignments  in  their 
separate  ships.  Had  such  a  calamity  as  that 
which  we  suggest  occui'red,  there  would  be 
no  doubt  that  the  underwriters  might  have 
been  called  upon  to  pay  a  sum  as  great  as 
that  claimed  in  the  present  case,  the  clause 
limiting  their  liability  in  respect  of  any  one 
cai'go  to  200,000  francs  notwithstanding. 

Again,  looking  at  the  matter  from  the  other 
side,  it  will  be  seen  that  if  the  tribunal's 
decision  is  good  law  the  policy  did  not  afford 
adequate  protection  to  the  assured,  especially 
if  the  tribunal  is  right  in  holding  that  the  in- 
sistanceof  the  specified  route  is  not  material ; 
for,  being  a  prudent  man,  he  would  keep  down 
the  amount  he  sent  forward  in  any  one  parcel 
to  under  the  stipulated  limit  of  value.  That 
he  could  do.  But  he  would  have  no  control 
over  the  railroad  companies.  He  could  not 
cause  them  to  keep  the  parcels  distinct  and 
sepai-ate.  Thus,  as  in  the  case  before  us,  if 
by  the  carriers  parcels  got  into  proximity 
with  one  another,  and  were  destroyed,  his  in- 
demnity against  loss — an  indemnity  which  he 
had  taken  every  means  in  his  power  to  secure 
—  would  be  gone,  and  that  through  no  fault  of 
his.  If  this  be  good  law  in'  France,  it  would 
be  well  for  French  shippers  to  amend  their 
practice  in  regard  to  the  wording  of  their 
policies  so  that  they  may  be  covered  in  any 
event. — Liverpool  Journal  of  Commerce. 


A  Marine  Insurance  Problem. 

Many  curious  and  interesting  complications 
growing  out  of  the  Hoboken  water  front  con- 
flagration are  coming  up  for  adjustment.  For 
example,  a  bargeload  of  grain  was  purchased 
by  a  produce  exchange  operator  for  shipment 
to  Europe  by  one  of  the  steamers  of  the  North 
German  Lloyd.  The  barge  was  loaded  and 
w^as  started  for  Hoboken  in  tow  of  a  tug. 
There  the  record  ends.  Up  to  the  present 
time  no  trace  of  barge,  grain  or  tug,  or  of  any 
one  employed  on  either  craft,  has  come  to 
light.    Vessels  and  cargo  were  covered  by  the 


policies  of  insurance  usual  under  the  circum- 
stances, but  the  proof  of  loss  needed  to  estab- 
lish a  claim  against  the  underwriters  is  not 
forthcoming.  It  is  not  known  that  either 
barge  or  tug  ever  reached  Hoboken,  though  it 
is  assumed  that  they  made  the  run  safely  and 
tied  up  to  one  of  the  burned  wharves,  but  the 
total  absence  of  proof  is  extremely  embar- 
rassing. The  last  of  the  authenticate  drecord 
ends  with  the  starting  of  the  barge  for  Hobo- 
ken. The  fact  that  it  cannot  be  traced,  even 
to  the  steamer  wharf,  owing  to  the  probable 
extermination  of  craft,  crew  and  dock  records, 
raises  questions  which  will  probably  have  to 
be  adjusted  by  the  courts  on  broad  principles 
of  equity. — New  York  Times. 


Marine  Losses  on  the  Atlantic  Coast. 

A  marine  underwriter  is  quoted  by  the 
New  York  Evening  Post  as  follows : 

"Marine  insurance  has  been  about  as  disas- 
trous as  fire  insurance  during  recent  months, 
and  we  are  disturbed  at  the  outlook.  It  is  in 
summer  that  we  generally  make  money,  and 
unless  a  Southern  hurricane  sweeps  up  the 
Coast  we  do  not  expect  many  accidents.  We 
make  up  then  for  the  fall  and  winter  losses 
when  navigation  is  uncertain.  We  have  had 
a  great  many  marine  casualties  this  season. 
Any  man  not  interested  in  the  business  would 
suppose  that  the  summer,  from  a  mariner's 
point  of  view,  must  have  been  satisfactory. 
Yet  the  records  show  a  greater  number  of 
steamers  and  sailing  vessels  stranded,  lost, 
or  wrecked  in  port,  than  for  several  years 
past. 

"Why  these  wrecks  should  come  this  sum- 
mer is  difficult  to  say.  It  looks  as  If  there 
was  foundation  for  the  superstition  sailors 
entertain;  they  believe  in  'lucky'  and  'un- 
lucky' seasons.  If  the  season  opens  unlucky 
they  think  it  will  continue  so.  Now,  June 
was  unlucky  for  ship-owners,  and  July  and 
August  not  much  better.  In  June,  eight  ves- 
sels left  port,  and  were  never  heard  of  again. 
They  stranded  at  sea,  collided  with  derelicts, 
or  met  a  hurricane  or  storm  of  a  local  nature. 
It  was  difficult  to  get  some  sailors  to  ship  for 
August.  They  were  confident  of  disasters. 
And  there  have  been  more  mishaps  this  Aug- 
ust than  most  people  imagine. 

"The  worst  accidents  are  those  where  the 
ships  sail  from  port  in  apparently  first-class 
condition,  and  are  never  seen  again.  Not 
even  their  wrecked  hulls  turn  up;  we  hear 
nothing  of  them.  We  have  had  nearly  a  dozen 
such    catastrophes    this    summer.      Next    to 
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them,  the  most  aggravating  losses  are  when 
ships  make  a  good  voyage,  and  then  founder 
at  their  pier  or  while  entering  the  harbor. 
These  casualties  are  particularly  annoying, 
although  they  are  not  as  costly  as  when  ves- 
sels are  lost  at  sea.  There  were,  all  told, 
23  steamers  lost  during  August,  half  as  many 
in  July,  and  half  a  dozen  in  June.  This  rec- 
ord does  not  include  those  injured  and  lost  in 
the  Hoboken  flre.  The  aggregate  loss  of  the 
Hoboken  disaster  was  sufficient 'to  swamp 
many  old  time  companies,  as  they  were  organ- 
ized 20  years  ago,  but  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  losses  were  widely  distributed  no  com- 
pany was  crippled." 

On  Two  Additional  Railway  Systems. 

The  Pacific  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
Company  has  recently  been  gi-anted  the 
privileges  of  soliciting  business  on  the 
Northwestern  and  the  Santa  Fe  railway 
systems.  The  two  lines  have  about  1600 
miles  of  road.  The  extension  of  the  priv- 
ileges of  business  on  these  flourishing  rail- 
roads means  a  large  increase  of  business 
in  the  accident  department  of  our  thriv- 
ing California  life  and  accident  company. 


The    Preferred     Accident     Ins.     Co.     in     Its 
Fifteenth  Year. 

On  the  28th  of  last  month  the  Preferred 
Accident  Ins.  Co.  of  New  York  completed 
its  fifteenth  year.  It  has  been  an  aggres- 
sive and  successful  enterprise  from  the 
start,  and  has  disappointed  those  who 
predicted  ill  for  it  because  of  its  very 
original  and  liberal  contracts. 

The  Preferred,  through  its  secretary 
and  general  manager,  Kimball  C.  Atwood, 
has  introduced  several  new  features  in 
accident  insurance,  which  have  added 
much  to  its  popularity.  It  was  the  first 
company  to  extend  the  payment  of  in- 
demnities from  twenty-six  to  fifty-two 
weeks.  It  originated  the  combination 
accident  policy  which  doubles  the  ben- 
efits to  policyholders  for  injuries  received 
while  traveling.  Subsequently  it  intro- 
duced an  additional  clause  which  also 
doubled  the  amount  payable  if  the  in- 
sured was  disabled  or  killed  through  fire 


in  a  hotel  or  other  building.  The  Pre- 
ferred also  introduced,  most  successfully, 
a  policy  guaranteeing  to  the  beneficiary 
a  life  annuity  in  addition  to  the  principal 
sum  payable  in  the  event  of  accidental 
death.  The  Preferred  was  the  first  com- 
pany to  write  preferred  risks  only. 

The  foiegoing  summary  certainly  is 
convincing  evidence  in  support  of  the 
claim  that  the  Preferred  Accident  has 
led  the  way  in  introducing  a  number  of 
important  changes  which  have  broadened 
the  benefits  and  liberalized  the  contract 
of  accident  insurance  during  the  past 
fifteen  years. 

A  new  policy  has  just  been  issued  by 
this  company.  It  is  appropriately  named 
the  "progressive."  Under  its  terms  a 
cumulative  addition  of  five  per  cent,  is 
added  each  yeai-,  up  to  the  twelfth,  to 
the  principal  sum  of  $5,000  or  $10,000,  as 
the  case  may  be. 

Health  policies  are  issued  by  the  Pre- 
ferred. Among  the  recent  health  claim 
payments  we  note  such  diseases  as  en- 
teric fever,  pleurisy,  typhoid  fever,  peri- 
tonitis, measles  and  erysipelas.  The 
lai-gest  health  claim  jjaid  was  $400  for 
pneumonia. 

The  Pacific  department,  which  does  a 
large  business,  has  its  headquarters  in 
San  Francisco,  and  is  in  charge  of  Man- 
ager Thomas  Godwin,  who  is  a  very  suc- 
cessful accident  underwriter. 


Burglary  Insurance. 

The  impression  prevails  that  burglary  in- 
surance offers  such  inducements  for  fraudu- 
lent claims  that  the  insuring  company  cannot 
possibly  make  this  variety  of  underwriting 
profitable.  It  must  be  admitted  that  this  un- 
complimentary belief  has  the  support  of  one 
conspicuous  failure,  that  of  the  New  England 
Burglary;  but  this  unlucky  American  experi- 
ence has  been  offset  by  the  noteworthy  suc- 
cess of  the  burglary  departments  of  a  number 
of  companies. 

Burglary  insurance  has  long  been  success- 
ful in  England,  where  this  form  of  indemnity 
originated.  A  number  of  British  companies 
make  a  specialty  of  indemnity  for  losses  by 
"burglary,  housebreaking  and  larceny.''  At 
least  one  English  company,  judging  from  its 
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name,  makes  a  specialty  of  protection  from 
loss  to  "goldsmiths." 

Burglaries  are  on  the  increase.  Prison  bars 
and  penalties  have  not  sufficient  terrors  to 
deter  the  evil  doers  who  find  housebreaking 
an  easy  and  comparatively  safe  way  of  "mak- 
ing a  living."  Many  cases  of  burglary  are 
never  reported  by  the  newspapers;  indeed, 
all  burglaries  are  not  even  reported  to  the 
police  by  the  victims. 

San  Francisco  seems  to  be  the  favorite 
hunting  ground  of  the  night-pi'owling  thief. 
People  generally,  even  the  poor,  are  prosper- 
ous, and  their  homes  willreward  the  industry 
of  the  housebreaker  and  sneakthief.  Proba- 
bly more  bui-glaries  are  reported  to  the  police 
of  San  Francisco  than  in  any  other  city  of 
equal  size.  The  fire  bell  rings  not  oftener 
than  a  burglary  is  committed.  It  is  said,  that 
the  use  of  opium  is  responsible  for  much  of 
this  crime  in  the  big  Coast  citJ^  The  opium 
"fiend"  will  commit  almost  any  crime  to  pro- 
cure money  for  his  indespensable  drug. 


Growth  of  Casualty  Insurance  in  the   United 
States. 

(From  Insurance  Age.) 
When  it  is  known  that  miscellaneous  (or 
casualty)  insurance  has  so  mightily  grown 
and  prevailed  that  in  fifteen  years  the  capital 
engaged  therein,  the  assets  of  the  companies 
and  the  risks  in  foi"ce  have  been  more  than 
multiplied  by  ten,  a  good  illustration  is  fui'- 
nished  of  the  increasing  importance  of  the 
various  branches  of  this  business.  At  pres- 
ent there  are  many  mischances  in  life,  caus- 
ing financial  loss,  which  may  be  insured 
against.  Accidents  toindividuals  are  the  most 
common  of  these  mischances,  and  this  is,  of 
course,  the  oldest  form  of  casualty  insurance. 
It  is,  therefore,  the  other  lines  of  miscellane- 
ous insurance  which  have  furnished  the  great- 
est growth  during  the  past  decade  and  a 
half.  Employers'  liability  insurance,  which 
is  yet  in  its  infancy,  promises  perhaps,  the 
greatest  development  in  the  future  of  any  of 
these  lines,  unless  it  be  fidelity  and  surety 
insurance.  This  is  because  they  are  both 
comparatively  new  and  because  they  involve 
principles  having  a  wide  field  yet  to  be  cov- 
ered. Plate  glass  insurance  and  steam  boiler 
insurance  will  necessarily  grow  with  the 
growth  of  the  country,  while  burglary  insur- 
ance is  as  yet  to  a  great  extent  experimental, 
and  not  bj^  any  means  generally  adopted  by 
the  American  people.  We  have  compiled  some 
interesting  details  of  the  business  in  miscell- 
aneous insurance  and  present  them  hei'ewith 


in  the  following  tables.  The  first  two  tables 
have  to  do  with  the  condition  and  growth  of 
the  companies  in  the  aggregate,  together 
with  their  financial  transactions,  while  the 
last  two  constitute  merely  a  classification  of 
the  risks  in  force  in  the  various  companies  re- 
porting to  the  New  York  department,  Dec- 
ember 31,  1S99: 
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Victim    of    the   International   Indemnity    Co. 

Misled  by  the  representations  of  the  officers 
of  the  International  Indemnity  Co. ,  a  San  Fran- 
cisco assessment  venture,  Edward  H.  Ellis  of 
Pasadena,  Cal.,  invested  some  of  his  savings 
in  its  alleged  indemnity.  Now  he  has  an  un- 
paid claim  amounting  to  $50,  and  the  "com- 
pany" is  dead  as  a  doornail.  The  law  re- 
quiring a  deposit  of  |5,000  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  any  protection  to  the  .numerous 
victims  of  the  International  Indemnity  fraud. 

Mr.  Ellis  tells  an  entertaining  story  of  the 
representations  made  bj^  one  of  the  chief  offi- 
cers of  the  concern.  There  could  be  no  failure, 
he  said;  the  "company"  was  conducted  by 
"experienced"  men  and  had  "immense 
wealth"  behi.id  it.  "My  own  father,"  said 
this  official,  "is  worth  a  million  dollars,"  and 
"he  would  never  let  it  fail."  This  was  Dus- 
inbury,  if  we  remember  rightly.  One  of  the 
Merritt  "boys"  was  also  officially  connected 
with  the  International,  but  we  have  yet  to 
hear  of  his  paying  any  claims  out  of  his  private 
purse. 

Casualty  and  Fidelity  Notes. 

The  Peoples  Accident,  an  Kastern  hat-passer, 
has  suspended. 

About  four  thousand  boilers  have  exploded  in 
the  United  States  In  the  past  two  decades. 

The  Continental  Casualty  takes  over  People's 
Accident  Association  of  Des  Moines.    Next ! 

OwENSBURG,  Ky.,  has  a  local  agency  which  is 
giving  away  $100,000  of  accident  insurance  in  $100 
policies  to  customers. 

The  Fidelity  and  Deposit  has  settled  out  of  court 
its  bond  on  Michigan's  defaulting  quartermaster 
general.    The  amount  paid  was  $33,000. 

The  Travelers  lost  in  its  suit  testing  the  Con- 
necticut tax  law,  because  of  which  the  company 
has  been  threatening  to  remove  to  New  York  city. 

A  BURGLARY  insurance  claim  of  $50,000  in  Great 
Britain  is  believed  to  be  the  largest  on  record.  It 
was  settled  for  $37,500.  The  smallest  was  for  38 
cents. 

The  new  accident  policy  of  the  Ocean  Accident 
and  G.  has  been  issued.  Each  full  year's  renewal 
adds  5  per  cent,  to  the  principal  sum  of  the  death 
benefit. 

Tested  and  approved  boilers  sometimes  explode 
under  a  steam  pressure  less  than  the  hydrostatic 
pressure.  It  is  possible  that  flaws  develop  as  the 
result  of  molecular  charges  in  the  metal. 

Boiler  and  elevator  inspections  are  too  often 
faulty.  Incompetent  men  secure  employment  as 
inspectors  through  favoritism  and  misrepresenta- 
tion. Perhaps  it  is  cheaper  to  pay  losses  than  to 
pay  good  salaries  to  good  men. 


The  Ocean  Accident  won  in  its  case  against  the 
Illinois  insurance  department.  The  supreme  court 
rules  that  the  law  authorizing  state  companies  to 
organize  for  all  classes  of  business  confers  on  for- 
eign companies  the  same  privilege. 

Chicago  will  have  to  sue  the  National  Surety 
the  company  having  denied  liability  lor  the  failure 
of  the  contractors  to  construct  the  thirty-foot 
sewer.  The  surety  company  had  guaranteed  the 
contract  to  the  extent  of  $306,000.  The  contract 
has  been  relet  at  an  increase  of  $162,000,  for  which 
the  suretv  companv,  it  is  claimed,  is  liable. 

Contributory  Negligence.— One  who,  with 
knowledge  of  grossly  negligent  habit  of  his  em- 
ployer, voluntarily  places  himself  in  the  way  of  re- 
ceiving injuries,  held  guilty  of  contributory  neg- 
ligence. Workmen  engaged  in  cleaning  stock  car 
on  track,  injured  while  endeavoring  to  cross  the 
track  by  crawling  under  the  car,  held  guilty  of  con- 
tributory negligence.— Beal  v.  Atchinson,  T.  &  S. 
F.  Ry.  Co.  (Kan.  Sup.)  331. 

The  Standard  Accident's  latest  is  a  combination 
policy  under  which  the  indemnity  is  limited  only 
by  the  principal  sum  insured.  Indemnity  is  paid 
every  eight  weeks  and  the  principal  sum  is  in- 
creased 5%  every  year.  Fixed  amounts  are  paid 
for  fractures  and  dislocations  and  the  loss  of  prin- 
cipal members  without  regard  to  the  question  of 
disability.  Pays  for  total  disability  and  a  def- 
inite amount  for  partial  disability.  Provides  fixed 
amounts  payable  in  case  of  poisoning,  suicide,  sun- 
stroke, freezing  and  such  other  injuries.  The  pol- 
icy is  doubled  for  injuries  received  while  in  or 
upon  a  public  conveyance  propelled  by  steam,  com- 
pressed air,  gasoline,  cable  or  electricity,  or  while 
In  a  passenger  elevator  or  while  within  any  burn- 
ing building,  and  may  be  doubled  for  bicycle  ac- 
cidents. 

At  the  recent  Bankers'  National  Convention  the 
committee  on  surety  bonds  reported  that  the  form 
adopted  and  copyrighted  by  the  association  has 
since  been  adopted  by  a  number  of  surety  com- 
panies. Others  will  do  likewise  when  the  out- 
standing bonds  expire.  One  company  will  furnish 
the  association  form  only  at  two  and  a  half  times 
the  regular  rate.  Among  the  companies  agreeing 
to  write  the  association  form  are  the  following: 
^tna  Indemnity,  American  Bonding  &  Trust  Co., 
City  Trust,  Safe  Deposit  &  Surety  Co.,  Employers 
Liability  Assurance  Co.,  National  Surety  Co.,  Pa- 
cific Surety  Co  ,  United  States  Fidelity  &  Guaran- 
tee Co.  This  form,  being  copyrighted,  can  be  writ- 
ten for  members  of  the  Bankers'  Association  only ; 
but  a  change  of  the  wording  though  not  ihe  sub- 
stance is  not  a  violation  of  the  copyright. 


Suicide  is  desertion  from  country  and  fam- 
ily. Military  honors  are  not  awarded  to  the 
soldier  suicide.  The  man  who  seeks  life  in- 
surance with  the  intention  of  suicide  is  a 
thief  as  well  as  adeserter.  — The  Sage  of  Hia- 
watha. 
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Mortality  Experience  of  the  Northwestern  Mu- 
tual Life,  During  Thirty-eight  Years. 

The  period  covered  by  the  investigation  is  from 
the  commencement  of  the  company's  business  in 
1858  to  the  end  of  1895,  or  38  years.  The  comparison 
will  be  between  the  actual  payment  on  account  of 
deaths  and  the  expected  payment  according  to  the 
actuaries'  table  of  mortality.  The  table  submitted 
herewith  Is  arranged  by  years  of  issue,  and  I  will 
call  attention  briefly  to  the  points  of  greatest  in- 
terest. 

Whole  number  of  policies  under  observa- 
tion             281,797 

Whole  number  of  policies  terminated  by 

death 15,394 

Expected  payment  on  account  of  deaths  $51,306,792 
Actual  payment  on  account  of  deaths  .  .  35,256,473 
Percentage  of  actual  to  expected  ....  68.71 

For  the  first  half  of  this  period— 19  years— al- 
though I  must  assume  that  the  general  conditions 
under  which  the  insurance  was  placed  were  simi- 
lar, we  find  great  variety  in  the  percentages  of 
actual  payment  on  account  of  mortality,  with  65.5 
per  cent,  on  the  issues  of  1863  as  a  minimum  and 
98.10  per  cent,  on  the  issues  of  1870  as  a  maximum. 
The  high  rate  on  1870  issues,  however,  is  excep- 
tional and  due  to  special  causes.  From  1877  to  the 
end  of  the  period  the  improvement  is  marked,  the 
rate,  with  a  single  exception,  1878,  being  under  71 
per  cent,  of  the  expected  loss. 

In  1881  the  company  adopted  the  tontine  dividend 
plan.  It  had  been  confidently  expected  that  this 
plan  of  insurance,  involving  a  selection  in  favor  of 
the  company  on  the  part  of  members  accepting  de- 
ferred dividend  contracts,  would  result  in  a  decided 
improvement  in  the  mortality  rate.  During  the 
period  of  15  years,  1881-1895,  included  in  the  tables, 
a  very  large  portion  of  all  business  written  was  on 
the  deferred  dividend  plan.  The  items  for  the 
period  are  as  follows : 

Number  of  policies 196,660 

Expected  payment -$24,971,163 

Actual  payment 14,407,634 

Number  of  policies  teiminatcd  by  dei'.th  5.078 

Per  cent,  of  actual  to  expected 57.69 

Of  this  fifteen-year  period  the  last  five  years, 
1891-1895,  were  within  the  influence'of  medical  ex- 
amination at  date  assumed  for  this  investigation, 
1895,  and  the  items  relating  to  the  five-year  period 
are  as  follows: 

Number  of  policies 97,742 

Expected   payment $5,315,518 

Actual  payment     .    .  2,626,120 

Number  of  policies  iiruiii  atrd  by  uti.ih  988 

Per  cent,  of  actual  to  expected 49.40 

Omitting  the  issues  of  the  last  five  years  from 
the  fifteen-year  period  we  have : 

Number  of  policies 98,919 

Expected  payment $19,655,645 

Actual  payment .    11,781,514 


Number  of  policies  terminated  by  death  4,090 

Per  cent,  of  actual  to  expected 59.94 

In  point  of  mortality  the  anticipations  with  re- 
spect to  this  class  of  insurance  seem  to  have  been 
fully  met.  Under  the  theory  that  lapses  and  sur- 
renders are  largely  from  the  best  class  of  risks, 
impaired  lives  being  most  persistent,  it  might  be 
expected  that  the  mortality  rate  in  any  distinct 
class  of  insurance  would  respond  to  this  influence, 
and  increase  as  time  passes.  The  present  investi- 
gation, however,  suggests  a  counteracting  force 
in  the  early  weeding  out  of  weak  and  inferior  lives 
by  death,  and  with  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
insurance  here  mentioned  the  mortality  rate  is 
found  to  be  improving  with  the  age  of  the  classes 
under  observation.  In  the  table  submitted  we 
have  assumed  thirty-eight  distinct  classes  or 
bodies  of  insurance,  each  year's  issue  constituting 
a  class.  In  an  addition  table  I  will  show  the  ratio 
of  actual  to  expected  payment  at  three  dates,  to 
wit;  in  1875,  1885  and  1895,  and  by  comparison  the 
distinct  classes  showing  increase  or  decrease  in 
mortality  rate  will  appear.  Excluding  all  classes 
involving  tontine  dividend  business  and  all  in 
which  the  effect  of  medical  examination  may  be  ob- 
served, we  find  an  average  percentage  of  actual  to 
expected  for  each  examination,  viz. : 

Per  cent. 

For  1875 78.59 

For  1885 78,56 

For  1895 78.64 

This  result  indicates  the  absence  of  any  perma- 
nent effect  of  adverse  selection.— Actuary  C.  A. 
Loveland. 

Life  Notes. 
The  well  advertised  Prudential  goes  on  a  3  per 
cent,  basis  January  2. 

The  ^tna  will  adopt  the  five  year  plan  for  the 
distribution  of  dividends. 

The  -(Etna  Life  will  cease  writing  annual  divi- 
dend policies  after  this  year. 

The  Union  Mutual  Life  will  eliminate  the 
"incontestable  from  date"  clause  in  its  policies. 

You  should  send  to  J.  H.  Lewis,  Denver,  Colo., 
for  a  circular  regarding  his  new  book,  "How  to  Buy 
Life  Insurance." 

The  American  Union  Life  will  positively  retire. 
It  was  organized  by  P.  B.  Armstrong,  the  father  of 
numerous  failures. 

The  Mutual  Life  is  issuing  a  joint  man  and 
wife  income  .policy,  payable  to  the  survivor  in 
twenty  annual  installments. 

The  supreme  dictator  of  the  failing  Knights  of 
Honor,  lamenting  the  deadly  decay  of  the  order, 
said:  "Young  members,  listening  to  the  persuasion 
of  old-line  agents  and  to  the  siren  voice  of  newer 
fraternal  orders,  left  our  ranks."  "Siren  voice"  is 
good,  for  it  is  equivalent  to  saying  that  the  "newer 
fraternal  orders"  are  wicked  deceivers.  But  we 
think  "persuasion"  is  not  a  fitting  word  for  the 
logic  of  the  old-line  agents. 
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Life  Underwriters  Quarterly  Meeting. 

The  regular  quarterly  business  meeting 
and  dinner  of  the  San  Francisco  Life  Under- 
writers' Association,  postponed,  filled  in  a 
very  enjoyable  evening  in  October,  at  a 
down-town  hotel.  These  meetings  are 
always  informal  affairs.  There  is  some 
speaking,  blunt  or  to  the  point,  as  you  like; 
some  joshing  and  story-telling,  -and  con- 
fidential chatting  with  one's  neighbor.  The 
general  effect  is  good. 

As  to  speaking  of  the  formal  sort,  we  are 
reminded  that  President  Register  of  the  Na- 
tional Association  has  just  issued  a  circular- 
letter,  noting  the  "commendable  step  taken 
by  the  New  York  association  in  having  Dr. 
Charlton  T.  Lewis  deliver  a  series  of  lectures 
on  life  insurance  subjects  during  the  winter 
months."  As  the  president  further  says, 
"every  locality  has  capable  men  who  can 
talk  in  an  interesting  way  that  will  arouse 
renewed  enthusiasm  among  the  members." 
For  example,  any  of  the  editors  of  the  seven 
serious  insurance  journals  of  San  Francisco 

This  is  a  peculiar  field — in  San  Francisco 
sure.  The  most  logical,  original  and 
eloquent  speaker  in  the  world  could  not 
make  some  of  the  life  insurance  fraternity 
believe  that  "there  is  something  good  in  as- 
sociation work,"  President  Register  of  the 
National  Association  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. Death  and  time,  the  mills  of 
the  gods,  will  of  course  work  a  beneficial 
change  in  this  respect. 

Returning  to  the  dinner  of  our  worthy  little 
local  association,  and  the  record  thereof,  we 
find  that  not  all  the  members  were  present, 
of  course.  Pmsiness  engagements  called 
them  elsewhere.  The  life  insurance  men 
present  were— G.  M.  Stolp,  the  president; 
Jolm  Landers,  F.  A.  Stolp,  Henry  K.  Field, 
VV.  A.  Jacobs,  Fred  Beaver,  H.  C.  Donnells, 
S.  M.  Marks.  The  guest  of  the  evening  was 
Assistant  Attorney-General  Post,  who  made 
a  handsome  speech  complimentary  to  the 
association,  its  members  and  the  business  of 
life  insurance.  The  representatives  of  the 
insurance  press  were  as  usual  eloquently 
silent.  Mr.  Landers,  always  entertaining, 
spoke  at  some  length,  as  the  spirit  moved 
him;  as  did  Mr.  Beaver  too,  who  took  as  his 
text,    "Quality  not    Quantity,"  referring   to 


the  membership.  President  Stolp  joined  in 
the  little  speeches!  with  remarks  much  to 
the  point  and  appropriate  to  the  occasion. 

There  was  the  usual  business  meeting 
prior  to  the  dinner.  The  menu  was  excel- 
lent, and  everybody  praised  the  dinner  and 
testified  to  the  spirit  of  good  fellowship  so 
strongly  in  evidence. 

The  San  Francisco  Life  Underwriters  As- 
sociation in  its  quiet  unobtrusive  way  is  do- 
ing a  good  work.  These  meetings  con- 
tribute not  a  little  to  good  fellowship,  good 
practices  and  mutual  forbearance.  The  as- 
sociation deserves  the  favorable  considera- 
tion, not  only  of  the  home  office  managers, 
but  of  the  people  of  the  Coast. 


Oregon  Life  Underwriters  Association  Organ- 
ized. 

The  Oregon  Life  Underwriters  Association 
is  the  name  of  a  new  business  and  social  or- 
ganization of  the  life  insurance  men  of  Ore- 
gon. It  begins  its  career  with  evei-j'  assur- 
ance of  success.  The  managers  and  principal 
agents  of  nearly  every  leading  regular  life 
insurance  company  doing  business  in  the  state 
are  members.  They  can  make  the  associa- 
tion permanent  by  making  it  useful. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  association  in  Portlaad 
on  Saturday,  Movember  3,  the  first  ofHcers 
were  elected  as  follows  : 

President — C.  W.  Sherman,  Penn  Mutual. 
Secretary — R.  H.  Pickering,  Mutual  Benefit. 
Treasurer — T.  H.  McAllis,  Union  Mutual. 

An  executive  committee,  composed  of  eight 
members,  including  the  president,  secretarj' 
and  treasurer,  was  also  chosen.  The  other 
members  of  the  executive  committee  are  as 
follows: 

C.  A.  McCargar,  ^tna  Life. 

H.  G.  Colton,  Massachusetts  Mutual. 
B.  F.  Scott,  Washington  Life. 
Wm.  Goldman,  Manhattan  Life. 

D.  B.  Morgan,  Connecticut  Mutual. 

The  Coast  Review  congratulates  the  life 
insurance  men  of  Oregon.  Their  new  associa- 
tion will  diminish  the  inevitable  friction  of 
business,  will  strengthen  mutual  confidence, 
and  will  promote  good  practices  generally. 


Capt.  Ei)W.\1{d  Dewey,  bi'other  of  President 
Charles  Dewey  of  the  National  Life  of  Ver- 
mont, and  formerlj%  in  turn,  assistant  secre- 
tary, actuary  and  vice-president,  died  Octo- 
ber 21).  He  was  a  Union  veteran  and  was  a 
brother  of  Admiral  Dewev. 
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Hartigan's  Address. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  FRANK  E.  HARTIGAN'S  ADDRESS 
BEFORE  THE  LIFE  UNDERWRITERS'  ASSOCIA- 
TION   OF  CHICAGO. 

The  origin  of  life,  insurance  is  attributed  to 
Joseph's  interpretation  of  Pharaoh's  dream. 
The  seven  fat  sleek  cows,  the  seven  full  ears 
of  corn,  and  the  seven  famished,  gaunt  cows, 
and  the  seven  withered  ears  of  corn,  were 
the  seven  years  of  plenty  preceding  the  seven 
years  of  famine.  The  law  of  self-preservation 
here  asserted  itself  and  Pharaoh  stored  away 
supplies  for  the  time  of  need.  Such  is  man's 
judgment  in  his  domain  over  the  earth  and 
its  fullness.  But  the  carnivorous  wasp,  know- 
ing that  it  mustdie  before  its  larva  is  hatched, 
stores  up  a  supply  of  food  for  its  young,  which 
consists  of  caterpillars  and  other  insects  that 
have  been  paralyzed  by  the  parent  wasp  sting- 
ing them  in  the  cerebral  ganglion.  Life  con- 
tinues, but  locomotion  is  destroyed  and  the 
larva  has  fresh  food  to  last  until  it  can  provide 
for  itself.  With  Josephit  was  the  judgment  of 
man ;  with  the  wasp  it  is  the  instinct  of  the 
animal.  Judgment  is  fallible,  but  instinct  is 
infallible.  Over  the  entrance  to  the  science 
hall  of  Bowdoin  College  is  the  inscription, 
"Nature's  Laws  are  God's  Thoughts." 

This  decade  registers  the  first  generation 
of  many  institutions,  and  life  insurance  is  of 
this  generation — yes,  of  the  latter  part  of 
this  generation.  When  the  enthusiast  would 
encourage  us,  he  illuminates  the  future  by 
the  record  of  past  achievements,  but  he  for- 
gets human  limitations.  In  our  work  as  solic- 
itors we  find  that  only  a  small  percentage  of 
insurance  has  been  in  force  fifteen  years,  and 
only  a  fractional  part  of  it  is  paid  up.  The 
eight  billions  of  protection  by  old  line  com- 
panies in  force  has  been  placed  in  an  astonish- 
ing brief  period.  A  crop  was  ready  for  the 
harvest,  but  this  crop  has  been  gleaned  and 
we  are  confronted  with  the  proposition  of  cul- 
tivating and  gleaning.  We  find  that  the 
men  of  commercial  rating,  and  salaried  and 
professional  men  of  means,  are  insured  to  the 
full  extent.  While  the  appreciation  of  the  " 
idea  of  life  insurance  as  a  necessity  and  a  plan 
of  accumulating,  has  grown,  the  desire  for 
new  business  on  the  part  of  companies  has 
kept  pace  with  the  increasing  supply.  It  is 
true  that  young  men  are  coming  on  the  mar- 
ket, but  their  purchase  of  life  insurance  is 
limited.  Our  population  is  increasing  at  about 
the  rate  of  a  million  a  year ;  5  per  cent,  of  this 
number  become  voters,  and  only  one-half  of 
this    200,000   is    eligible    for    insurance.      So 


the  yearly  increasing  demand  is  limited  to 
100,000  young  men.  If  written  $2,000  each 
would  be  only  $200,000,000,  the  annual  busi- 
ness of  one  company. 

We  have  a  population  of  seventy-five  mil- 
lion, a  vote  of  fourteen  million  ;  of  this  four- 
teen million,  two  million  at  least  are  negroes, 
three  million  more  are  disqualified  by  reason 
of  age  and  occupation,  25  per  cent,  of  the  re- 
maining nine  million  are  rejected,  two  million 
will  not  more  than  cover  the  profligates,  and 
four  and  one-half  millions  are  insured.  There- 
fore, the  business  of  the  future  will  come 
from  thrashing  old  straw,  rewashing  old  dirt, 
educating  young  men  and  from  thrashing. 
To  produce  in  the  future  a  business  equal  to 
the  past,  is  a  mathematical  impossibility.  In 
our  haste  and  enthusiasm  we  have  made  little 
note  of  the  conditions  before  us.  We  are 
facing  the  stern  fact  of  greater  effort  and 
smaller  returns. 

The  vocation  of  the  life  insurance  agent  is 
an  unclassified  quality.  It  is  neither  pro- 
fessional, mechanical,  or  mercantile.  It  is 
neither  fish,  flesh  nor  sausage— it  is  hash. 
Life  insurance  has  been  the  junk  heap  and 
the  garbage  box  for  every  pursuit.  In  the  in- 
fancy of  the  business  such  a  condition  was 
pardonable,  because  good  men  are  slow  to 
give  up  a  sure  thing  for  an  experiment,  and 
life  companies  were  compelled  to  accept  for 
agents  such  men  as  were  available.  But  suflQ- 
cient  time  has  elapsed  for  insurance  officials 
to  organize  the  business  on  a  plane  with  com- 
merce, banking  or  railroading,  where  men 
would  be  obliged  to  learn  the  business  in  all 
its  detail  before  being  allowed  to  assume 
responsibility  for  themselves  or  their  com- 
pany. However,  time  has  wrought  little 
change.  Advertisements  appear  for  life  in- 
surance agents,  "experience  not  necessary." 
Men  of  all  classes,  conditions  and  reputations 
are  sought  by  insurance  companies,  and  sent 
forth  as  the  accredited  representatives  of  the 
greatest  financial  and  economic  institutions 
on  earth.  What  a  farce  in  the  name  of  busi- 
ness, and  what  an  insult  to  business  men. 
Of  course  these  agents  fail;  how  could  they 
do  otherwise  1  One  physician  examined  for 
one  thousand  agents  for  one  company  in  Chi- 
cago, between  1892  and  1899;  of  this  number 
five  are  now  with  the  company.  These  men 
were  confidenced  into  the  business  by  man- 
agers who  should  know  that  failure  was  in- 
evitable, but  who  wanted  the  few  applica- 
tions such  agents  might  contract.  Failure  to 
succeed  brought  about  necessities  which  knew 
no  law,  and  the   acts  of  such   agents  under 
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such  conditions  have  established  the  standing 
of  the  life  insurance  agent  of  to-day;  with 
the  exception  of  the  man  of  an  established 
credit  or  reputation,  the  life  agent  has  no 
financial  standing. 

The  renewal  idea  is  another  "now  you  see 
it  and  now  you  don't  see  it."  Under  the 
average  renewal  contract  an  agent  earns  a 
compensation,  70  per  cent,  of  which  is  paid 
him  when  the  service  is  rendered  and  the 
balance  is  to  be  paid  in  the  future.-  Here  a 
man  is  denied  at  least  30  per  cent,  of  his  earn- 
ing power.  The  avei'age  man  cannot  lay  aside 
30  per  cent,  of  his  earnings,  and  especially  in 
a  business  where  experience  is  not  necessary. 

Give  a  man  his  pay  when  he  has  earned  it. 
If  he  can  save,  that  is  his  own  affair;  if  he 
cannot,  he  will  enjoy  the  best  livelihood  pos- 
sible and  consequently  he  is  in  position  to  do 
his  best  work.  No  other  institution  pays  its 
employes  in  this  manner,  why  should  life  in- 
surance companies?  How  many  agents  who 
have  written  business  during  the  past  ten 
years  are  drawing  renewals  or  clipping  cou- 
pons, as  the  proposition  is  often  described? 

The  greatest  of  all  these  evils  is  the  rebate 
scheme,  which  has  been  actually  thi-ust  on 
the  agent  of  the  country.  It  has  been  dis- 
cussed and  rediscussed.  I  can  only  say  that 
no  condemnation  is  severe  enough  for  the  man 
who  conceived  the  idea  and  fosters  its  exist- 
ence. 

These  are  the  recognized  evils,  and  you  ask 
for  the  remedy,  which  is  the  adoption  of  the 
common  sense  principles  of  ordinary  business. 
Train  agents  the  same  as  men  are  trained  for 
the  trades  and  professions  and  commerce. 
Have  them  begin  in  ofHces  and  learn  the 
elementary  principles  of  the  business  and  the 
methods  of  its  transaction.  Pay  them  office 
boy  salaries.  The  next  step  would  be  to  place 
them  as  assistants  to  an  experienced  solicitor 
where  they  would  learn  the  art  of  soliciting 
life  insurance,  to  learn  human  nature,  and 
especially  that  phase  of  it  which  is  i-evealed 
in  the  matter  of  insurance. 


History  of  Mortality  Tables. 

At  the  root  of  life  assurance  is  the  rate  of 
mortality  prevailing  among  various  classes  of 
persons,  and  long  before  the  assurance  of  life 
became  a  business,  efforts  were  made  to  ascer- 
tain these  rates.  No  definite  results  were 
obtained  until  about  the  middle  of  the  seven- 
teenth century,  since  which  period  investiga- 
tions have  been  carried  on  without  intermis- 
sion up  to  the  present  day,  and  to-day  the 
new  inquiry  concerning  the  mortality  among 


lives  insured  in  British  offices  is  still  in  prog- 
ress. Sketches  of  a  large  number  of  tables 
have  already  appeared  in  this  journal,  and  a 
list  of  all  tables  of  note  is  given  below  in  order 
of  date,  showing  at  a  glance  the  increasing 
interest  taken  in  this  all  important  subject. 

1664.  Captain  Graunt's  London  Table. 

1693.  Halley's  Breslau  Table. 

1725.  De  Moivre's  Theoretical  Table. 

1742.  Kersseboom's  Dutcli  Annuitants'  Table. 

1746.  De  Parcieux'  Frencb  Table. 

1752.  Simpson's  Equitable  Table. 

1760.  Buflon's  Paris  Table. 

1764.  Price's  Stockholm  Table. 

1780.  Price's  Northampton  Table. 

1783.  Price's  Chester  Table. 

1806.  Devillard's  French  Table. 

1815.  Milne's  Carlisle  Table. 

1825.  Davies'  Equitable  Table. 

1829.  John  Finlaison's  Govt.  Annuitants'  Tables. 

1834.  Morgan's  Equitable  Experience. 

1837.  Brune's  Prussian  Table. 

1841.  Galloway's  Amicable  Experience. 

1843.  Seventeen  Offices'  Experience. 

1843.  Farr's  English  Life  Table,  No.  1. 

1850.  Hubbard's  French  Friendly  Societies'  Exp. 

1850.  Hopf's  Gotha  Life  Experience. 

185.3.  Farr's  English  Life  table,  No.  2. 

1856.  Orchard's  Theoretical  Table. 

1858.  Amicable  Experience. 

1860.  Farr's  "Healthy  English"  Table. 

1860.  A.  G.  Finlaison's  Govt.  Annuitants"  Tables. 

1860.  Scottish  Amicable  Experience. 

1864.  Farr's  English  Life  Table  No.  3. 

1865.  Pearson's  Metropolitan  Experience. 

1868.  Homan's  Mutual  Life  Table. 

1869.  Twenty  British  Offices'  Experience. 

1872.  Meikle's  Ten  Scotch  Offices. 

1873.  The  American,  or  Mutual  Life  Experience. 

1873.  Wittstein's  Hanover  Experience. 

1874.  Experience  of  the  Campagnied' Assurances. 

1875.  Experience  of  the  National  of  Rotterdam. 
1S78.  Experience  of  the  Gotha  Life. 

1879.  Experience  of  the  Mutual  Benefit. 

1881.  Experience  of  the  Thirty  American  Offices. 

1883.  Humphrey's  English  Life  Tables. 

1884.  Scottish  Widow's  Fund  Experience. 

1885.  Dr.  Ogle's  English  Life  Tables,  No.  4. 

1888.  Australian  Mutual  Provident  Experience. 

1889.  DeKertanguy's  French  Companies'  Experi- 

ence. 

1893.  Canada  Life  Experience. 

1895.  French  Actuaries'  Table. 

1895.  Leslie's  New  Zealand  Table. 

1897.  South  African  Mutual  Experience. 

1897.  Twenty-three  German  Offices'  Experience. 

1897.  Coglan's  Australian  Population  Tables. 

1899.  Institute  of   Actuaries'    New  Experience 

(first  portion,  annuitants). 

19U0.  Institute   of   Actuaries'  New  Experience 

(second  portion,  endowment  assurance 

experience). 

—The  Economist 


A  WISE  man  is  cheerful. — Wilder. 
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American  Legion  of  Honor. 

Great  shall  be  the  fall  thereof !  To  use  an 
expressive  slang  phrase,  the  American  Legion 
of  Honor,  of  Boston,  is  "up  against  it." 

The  order  now  has  one  hundred  death  claims 
unpaid,  aggregating  $385,000.  The  October 
assessment  will  not  yield  more  than  $55,000. 
There  will  needs  be  several  more  double  as- 
sessments. 

How  would  j'ou  like  to  be  "insured"  in  the 
American  Legion  of  Honor? 


Faith  Cure  and  Life  Insurance. 

In  every  country  and  among  every  religion's 
adherents  there  are  believers  in  cures  by 
faith.  The  great  folly  of  media?  val  times  was 
the  superstitious  belief  in  cures  effected  by 
sacred  relics,  or  spiings  or  trees.  In  "A 
Yankee  at  King  Arthur's  Court"  the  witty 
author  draws  an  impressive  imaginative  pict- 
ure of  the  gross  ignorance  and  blind  faith  in 
miraculous  cures  in  those  primitive  days. 
History  tells  us  that  no  story  was  too  absurd 
for  the  credulous  people.  Illness  was  caused 
by  witches,  and  cures  were  wrought  by  the 
bones  of  saints  and  by  magic  trees  and  foun- 
tains. Criminals  whose  eyes  had  been  plucked 
out  by  the  law  were  restored  to  sight.  Men 
were  seen  to  pass  through  and  emerge  from 
stone  apertures  not  large  enough  for  the  body 
of  an  infant — to  enter  sick  and  lame  and 
emerge  sound  and  whole.  From  all  parts  of 
the  country  the  sick  came  to  be  healed  by 
lying  under  a  holy  tree  or  bathing  in  a  sacred 
fountain;  and  thousands  testified  to  mirac- 
ulous cures. 

To-da.y,  in  the  less  enlightened  lands,  there 
is  a  survival  of  this  foolishness;  in  more  en- 
lightened lands  the  same  credulity,  the  same 
love  of  and  belief  in  the  marvelous,  sometimes 
akin  likewise  to  madness  or  fanaticism,  is 
attractively  disguised  under  names  which 
give  the  particular  folly  an  air  of  respect- 
ability. 

Cures,  or  seeming  cures,  for  a  minor  class  of 
diseases  or  ailments  are  now  explained  as  be- 
ing the  i-esult  of  auto-suggestion,  in  no  way 
dependent  on  belief,  religion  or  faith.  Ap- 
plied only  for  the  relief  of  such  minor  ali- 
ments, or  in  conjunction  with  the  advice  and 
remedies  of  a  reputable  physician,  the  faith 
cure  of  mental  or  other  so-called  "science," 
"suggestion"  or  repeated  assertions,  or  cul- 
tivated faith  or  confidence  in  recovery,  cannot 
be  harmful  and  may  be  beneficial. 

The  serious  objection  to  these  fads  is  that 
they  teach  and  insist  on  the  needlessness  and 


positive  injury  of  medical  attendance  and 
drug  remedies  for  any  and  all  diseases.  The 
fantastic  faddists  are  not  content  with  trying 
to  effect  cures  without  medicine,  but  refuse 
its  aid  long  after  it  is  plain  that  their 
"science"  has  failed.  Herein  lies  the  great 
mischief  wrought  by  these  well  meaning  but 
mistaking  victims  of  a  craze.  The  patient 
delays  so  long  that  he  calls  a  physician  too 
late.  Prolonged  sickness,  permanent  dis- 
orders and  a  fatal  ending  must  often  be 
charged  to  the  faith  cure  epidemic  which  is 
raging  in  America. 

Is  it  not  time  for  life  insurance  companies 
to  take  some  notice  of  this  amazing  folly? 
Is  it  not  time  to  insert  among  the  questions  in 
the  application  blank.  Are  jou  a  believer  in 
the  cure  of  disease  by  faith,  or  by  any  sort  of 
"science"  which  eschews  medicines?  Will' 
you  ever  refuse  to  call  in  a  physician  when 
seriously  ill?  Any  applicant  who  replies 
"Yes"  to  these  questions  should  be  rejected. 
It  is  not  dealing  justly  with  the  policyholders 
of  a  mutual  to  make  such  an  applicant  a  fel- 
low-policyholder.  The  faith  cure  people  are 
equally  objectionable  as  applicants  for  acci- 
dent insurance,  and  similar  questions  should 
be  inserted  in  the  accident  application  blanks. 


The  Connecticut  insurance  department  has 
notified  the  life  insurance  companies  which 
report  to  it  that  in  the  coming  annual  state- 
ment blanks  credit  will  only  be  given  for 
business  paid  for  in  cash,  and  that  defei-red 
dividends  will  be  treated  as  a  liability. 


New  Fraternal  Insurance   Rates. 

At  the  recent  National  Fraternal  Congress, 
as  already  stated  in  these  columns,  a  table  of 
rates  was  adopted  and  recommended  to  fra- 
ternal insurance  societies.  It  is  said  that, 
with  the  approval  of  insurance  commissioners, 
efforts  will  be  made  to  secure  legislation  pro- 
hibiting insurance  at  lower  rates,  and  there- 
by prevent  destructive  competition  by  new 
fratex-nals,  which  for  a  brief  time  can  cut 
rates  in  two. 

The  following  are  the  rates  which  were 
adopted  by  the  congress,  and  which  no  doubt 
will  be  adopted  by  the  older  fraternal  socie- 
ties. To  these  rates  we  have  added  the 
Combined  Experience,  4  per  cent,  interest, 
figures  for  .f  1,000  insui-ance.  The  new  fra- 
ternal rates  are  lower,  as  the  reader  will 
note ;  indeed,  they  are  lower  than  those  en- 
forced by  a  well  known  assessment  life  insur- 
ance association  (formerly  fraternal)  which  re- 
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cently  was  compelled  to  reinsure  and  retire 
because  of  inadequate  rates. 

Prudent  men  will  wisely  prefer  to  pay  the 
small  additional  cost  and  insure  with  compan- 
ies that  actually  insure,  and  have  solid  assets 
behind  their  contracts. 

Combined  E.\- 
National  Fraternal  Congress,    perieuce  4  per  cl. 
A(/e.  Monthlij.  Annual.  Animal. 

21 I0.93  S10.62  $13-27 

22 96  10.92                .        i3-6[ 

23 gS  11-24  13-96 

24 1.01  11.57  14-33 

25 1.04  11.92  14.72 

26  . 1.07  12.28  15.13 

27 I. II  12.67  15.56 

28 1. 14  13-08  16.01 

29 1.18  13.51  16.4S 

30 1.22  13.96  16.97 

31 1.26  14.43  17.49 

32 1.31  14-94  1S.04 

33 1-35  15-47  iS-62 

34 1-40  16-03  19-23 

35 1-45  16.62  19.87 

36 1.51  17-24  20.54 

37 1-57  17-90  21.26 

38 1.63  18.60  22.02 

39 1-69  19-34  22.S2 

40  ..;...   .  1.76  20.11  23.68 

41 1.83  20.93  24.59 

42 1. 91  21.80  25.55 

43 1.99  22.72  26.58 

44 2.07  23.69  27. 68 

45 2.16  24.72  28.85 

46 2.25  25.81  ■  30.08 

47 2.35  26.91  31-39 

48 2.45  28.20  32.77 

49 2.58  29.51  34.23 

50 2.71  30.98  35-78 

51 2.83  32-39  37.42 

52 2.97  33.97  39-15 

53 3-12  35-65  41-00 

54 3-28  37-45  42-95 

55 3-44  39-36  45-<J3 

56 3-62  41-41  47-23 

57 3-88  43-6o  49-57 

58 4-02  45-94  52-07 

59 4-24  48.45  .54-72 

60 4.47  51.13  57-56 

Fakewell  to  UxiFouM  Life  Rates. — The 
policy  of  uniformity  in  rates,  adopted  by  the 
Massachusetts  life  companies  a  few  years  ago, 
is  about  to  be  abandoned,  not  from  a  disposi- 
tion to  ignore  the  resulting  advantages,  but 
because  of  the  conflicting  opinions  of  the  act- 
uaries engaged  in  preparing  new  rates  under 
the  33^  per  cent,  law  as  to  proper  expense 
loadings  and  the  announcement  by  a  leading 
company  that  it  will  proceed  independently 
of  the  others.  Naturally  the  company  which 
offers  the  lovpest  rates  for  sterling  goods  will 
possess  certain   advantage   over     its    rivals. 


While  the  rates  probably  will  not  vary  greatly, 
there  will  be  a  difference — enough,  perhaps, 
to  sharpen  the  edge  of  competition  but  with- 
out endangering  the  peace  now  existing  be- 
tween the  members  of  a  pre-eminently  happy 
family.— The  Standard. 


Life  Notes. 

The  New  England  Mutual  Life  will  soon  make 
public  its  new  premium  rates,  which  are  being 
made  independently  of  other  Massachusetts  com- 
nani'is  Interest  rate  on  policy  loans  has  been  re- 
duced to  5  per  cent,  on  both  new  and  old  policies. 

Rumor  has  it  that  the  New  York  Life  has  offered  ■, 
General  Agent  R.  H.  Plant,  of  Macon,  Ga.,  a  half 
million  dollars  for  his  contract.  Mr.  Plant  has  an 
old  style  contract  which  brings  him  an  income  : 
from  the  company  of  many  thousands  of  dollars  a  I 
year.  It  is  an  old  renewable  contract,  paying  j 
about  7'/4  per  cent,  commission,  a  contract  seldom  f 
used  now.  He  has  been  with  the  company  for  many  i 
years,  and  is  one  of  the  biggest  writers  in  the  / 
South.— U.  S.  Review.  ) 

I 
The  Mutual  now  issues  The  Statement,  succeed- 
ing the  Weekly  Statement.    It  is  a  bright  monthly. 
Among  the  recent  claims  paid  in  this  field  are—     j 

Chas.  O.  Brown,  San  Diego $  1,648  ", 

Chas.  Brown,  Reno 5,coo  .         ' 

M.  D.  Jeffers.Ennis,  Mont 10,000 

D.  A.  Correll,  High  Grove.  Cal.    .   .   .      1,250  , 

Conrad  Heusner,  Shingle  Springs,  Cal.       240  ] 

Percy  C.  Berry,  Nicola  Lake,  B.  C.    .      1,000  f 

John  Wilson,  Portland 6,397  J 

During  the  month  ending  October  6  ihc  company 
paid  $1,267,516  death  claims. 

I.  O.  P.— Last  month  we  mentioned  in  passing 
the  condition  of  that  most  unfraternal  fraternity, 
the  Independent  Order  of  Foresters,  which  is  seek- 
ing to  furnish  insurance  on  a  level  rate  plan  with- 
out adequate  premiums,  and  hopes  to  cure  their  in- 
adequacy by  forfeiting  a  member's  entire  interest 
if  he  discontinues.  The  liabilities  of  this  society 
were  valued  by  an  eminent  English  actuary  for  the 
British  government.  The  deficit  was  found  to  be  a 
trifling  matter  of  £6,640,618  or  about  $33,U0O,€0O,  the 
total  assets  being  $2,500,000.  The  equivalent  of 
this  vast  deficit,  this  brotherly  (?)  institution  hopes 
to  filch  from  members  who  are  so  unfortunate  as  to 
be  compelled  to  discontinue  I  Its  hopes  will,  of 
course,  be  impossible  of  realization;  but  what  a 
howl  there  would  be  if  a  hated  "old-liner"  even 
suggested  such  spoliation  of  the  insured !— Insur- 
ance World. 

Perhaps  our  statistical  contemporary.  Insurance 
Age,  proves  rather  too  much  in  its  review  of  the' 
wonderful  progress  of  the  New  York  Life,  since 
the  figures  show  the  remarkable  gains  made  under 
the  Beers  administration,  which  was  not  the  object 
of  the  compilation.  From  1880  to  1885  there  was  a 
gain  of  six  millions  in  premiums  and  twenty-three 
and  a  half  millions  in  assets.    From  18K5  to  1890 
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there  wiis  a  gain  of  fourteen  millions  in  premiums 
and  forty -eiRht  and  a  balf  millions  in  assets.  Un- 
der President  McCalTs  magniflcant  administra- 
tion the  gain  in  premiums  from  1890  to  1895  was 
about  four  millions,  while  the  gain  in  assets  was 
nearly  sixty  millions.  From  1895  to  December  31, 
1899,  the  gain  in  premiums  was  twelve  millions, 
and  the  gain  in  assets  nearly  sixty-one  millions. 
President  McCall's  administration  produces  im- 
pressive results.  The  insurance  in  force  has  in- 
creased from  $569,338,726  to  $1,061,871, 985-all  in 
nine  years. 


$ive^ 


The  Ounce  of  Prevention, 

United  States  Manager  Affeld  of  the  Ham- 
burg--  Bremen  representing  the  National 
Board  of  Fire  Underwriters,  recently  delivered 
an  address  before  the  International  Associa- 
tion of  Fire  Engineers,  in  the  course  of  which 
he  suggests  a  good  preventive  measure  as  fol- 
lows : 

•'The  risks  written  in  1899,  showed  an  increase  of 
20  per  cent,  over  those  of  1890  while  the  premium  re- 
ceipts showed  an  increase  of  only  19.5  over  those  of 
1890,  making  an  actual  reduction  of  1  per  cent,  on 
the  total  receipts,  the  loss  ratio  increasing  22  per 
cent. ;  the  average  increase  in  the  number  of  fail- 
ures was  7.04;  average  increase  in  the  number  of 
fires  was  181. 

"In  a  community  where  so  large  a  proportion  are 
indifferent  to  the  extortion  of  all  that  is  possible 
to  get  out  of  the  public  through  the  insurance  com- 
panies whenever  the  opportunity  offers,  there  Is 
but  one  remedy  that  occurs  to  me  that  would  be 
simple,  absolutely  automatic,  and  thoroughly 
effective  in  reducing  this  annual  destruction— 
namely,  the  state  must  prohibit  full  indemnity  be- 
ing paid  to  any  one  responsible  for  a  fire  loss,  and 
to  any  one  on  whose  premises  a  fire  originates,  un- 
less such  occupant  can  show  affirmatively,  that  it 
originated  through  the  carelessness  or  design  of 
another  party.  Where  the  exact  location  of  the  or- 
igin of  the  fire  remains  in  doubt,  none  of  the  im- 
mediately adjoining  parties  should  receive  full  in- 
demnity. The  possibility  of  any  party  then  profit- 
ing by  a  tire  happening  on  his  premises  would  be 
so  remote  that  fires  from  this  source  would  cease 
as  if  by  magic.  It  would  also  prevent  indifference 
to  dangerous  flues,  lighting,  and  heating  appara- 
tus, or  accumulation  of  rubbish  in  or  about  the 
premises." 

Anti-compact  laws  were  intended  to  in- 
crease competition  and  lower  rates,  but  the 
result  has  been  restricted  competition  and 
increased  rates,  and  they  have  prevented  the 
organization  of  associations  for  the  purpose  of 
rating  property  by  an  adopted  schedule — the 
only  equitable  and  scientific  method  of  mak- 
ing rates— retarded  good  building  laws,    pre- 


vented intelligent  supervision  of  electric  ap- 
paratus and  installations,  the  gathering  of  fire 
statistics,  the  formation  of  insurance  patrols, 
and  many  other  things  essential  to  the  com- 
munity that  cannot  be  had  without  an  organ- 
ization controlled  by  the  companies.  It  is  a 
law  which  appeals  solely  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  public,  which  has  no  merit,  and  is  destin- 
ed to  work  an  injustice  to  both  the  public  and 
the   insurance    companies. — President  Irvin. 


A  Continental  Circular. 

In  a  circular-letter  to  agents,  bearing  date 
October  19,  Vice-President  Evans  says: 

It  is  true  that  the  fire  insurance  business  does 
not  show  any  profit;  that  is,  the  earned  premiums 
do  not  equal  the  losses  and  expenses  incurred— a 
condition  which  is  not  proper  and  is  against  the 
best  interests  of  the  property-owner,  the  insurance' 
agent  and  the  insurance  stockholder.  The  busi- 
ness is  a  hazardous  one,  a  great  conflagration  be- 
ing possible  at  any  time,  and  it  is  not  too  much  to 
expect  an  underwriting  profit  of  7'o%  on  the  prem- 
iums earned.  In  order  to  secure  this,  rates  must 
be  intelligently  advanced,  the  non-paying  hazards 
being  put  on  a  profitable  basis.  In  our  opinion, 
this  should  be  done  by  the  application  of  well 
framed  schedules,  the  resulting  rates  being  main- 
tained, where  the  law  permits,  through  local  and 
county  boards,  supervised  by  the  special  agents; 
and  we  hope  that  you  will  lend  your  support  to  al) 
such  movements.  The  Continental,  as  a  company, 
will  not  join  any  board,  other  than  where  it  has  a 
salaried  management  and  is  responsible  for  its 
representative ;  but  we  are  glad  to  have  our  agents, 
in  their  personal  capacity,  take  membership  in 
such  organizations  as  may  not  conflict  with  the 
law.  In  such  case,  as  we  never  write  over  their 
heads,  they  can  control  out-  writings  at  Board 
rates.  

New  Zealand  Fire  Chiefs  Here. 

James  G.  Gilbert  and  E.  Smith,  of  Napier  and 
Christchurch  respectively,  each  the  head  of  a  fire 
department,  passed  through  San  Francisco  a  few 
days  ago,  homeward  bound  on  a  trip  round  the 
world.  They  were  sent  as  special  commissioners 
by  the  New  Zealand  government  to  investigate  the 
best  fire  departments  of  Europe  and  America.  All 
expenses  were  paid  by  the  government.  The  com- 
missioners visited  the  Paris  fair  and  many  large 
cities.  They  also  attended  the  recent  firemen's 
convention  at  Charleston,  S.  C.  European  methods 
of  fire  fighting,  they  said,  are  far  behind  those  of 
the  United  States. 


The  Maine  fire  marshal  law  is  credited  with  re- 
ducing the  percentage  of  incendiary  fires  about 
three-fourths  and  the  percentage  of  "unknown 
causes"  about  half.  The  law  requires  the  insur- 
ance commissioner  to  assist  the  municipal  officers 
in  the  investigation  of  tires. 
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GEMS  FROM  THE  NORTHWEST. 

Following  are  extracts  from  papers  read  at 
the  recent  annual  meeting  of  the  Fire  Under- 
writers Association  of  the  Northwest  at 
Chicago. 

"A  Reign  of  Terror." 

For  nearly  three  j'ears  the  business  of  fire 
insurance  has  been  in  an  unsatisfactory  con- 
dition; probably  that  expression  is  inade- 
quate. It  is  nearer  our  thought  to  say  that  it 
has  been  in  a  critical  condition.  It  has  lost  a 
great  deal  of  blood ;  b}'  some  its  life  has  been 
despaired  of.  The  annual  address  of  the  presi- 
dent of  the  National  Board  recently  delivered 
in  New  York,  has  sounded  the  mournful  note, 
befitting  the  sad  occasion.  Like  the  prophet's 
roll,  it  is  written  within  and  without,  with 
lamentations  and  mourning  and  woe;  and  the 
tone  of  this  national  document  is  only  the 
echo  of  the  common  talk  of  the  streets,  on  both 
sides  of  which  we  hear  only  weeping  and 
wailing  and  gnashing  of  teeth,  with  no  Moses 
in  sight  to  lead  us  out  of  our  wilderness  of 
despair.  But  instead,  we  hear  one  of  our 
great  underwriters  ask  "Where  are  we  at?" 
and  another  one  asserts  that  "We  are  up 
againt  it,"  and  a  third  one  propounds  the  aw- 
ful conundrum:  "What  are  you  going  to  do 
about  it?"  For  two  years  and  more  we  have 
been  wringing  our  hands  and  crying  out  that 
all  is  lost.  Some  wise  heads  have  gone  so  far 
as  to  have  tables  constructed  to  show  "Insur- 
ance On  The  Down  Grade,"  and  we  have 
ended  by  actualh'  believing  them,  and  assert- 
ing that  "figures  won't  lie."  We  have  talked 
ourselves  into  a  panic,  and  the  panic  has  gone 
on  from  top  to  bottom,  and  from  side  to  side, 
and  produced  unhappy  results;  as  a  conse- 
quence, we  have  seen  leaders,  men  of  capacity 
and  force,  standing  bewildered  in  the  midst 
of  the  storm,  or  going  down  before  it.  We 
have  seen  men  of  experience  groping  in  the 
darkness  and  asking:  "Where  are  we  at?" — 
thus  admitting  that  they  had  lost  their  way, 
when,  in  fact,  they  were  only  "up  against  it," 
and  did  not  know  for  the  time  being  what 
they  "were  going  to  do  about  it."  We  have 
seen  the  company  pound  and  harass  the  man- 
ager until  his  policy  became  as  fickle  and  as 
changeable  as  the  vaneon  the  church  steeple; 
we  have  seen  the  manager,  in  turn,  harass 
and  wori'y  his  "specials"  until  those  astute 
and  omniscient  persons  owned  to  being  rat- 
tled and  knowing  not  which  way  to  turn  or 
which  course  to  pursue;  we  have  seen  the 
manager  and  the  "special"  rattled  beyond 
knowing  "where  they  were  at"  themselves. 


unite  and  worry  the  local  agent  until  he 
didn't  know  whether  it_was  frame  planing 
mills  or  brick  dwellings  that  ai"e  on  the  pro- 
hibited list.  Every  level  of  the  business  has 
been  pervaded  by  the  acrid  atmosphere  of  un- 
certainty and  dissatisfaction  and  dread  which 
has  spoiled  our  tempers  and  killed  our  courage 
and  marred  our  work,  and  cost  the  companies 
millions  they  need  not  have  lost.  It  has  been, 
in  its  way,  a  reign  of  terror.  To  anyone  who 
takes  pride  in  the  business,  the  failure  of  in- 
telligent effort,  the  general  confession  of  help- 
lessness, the  overthrow  of  men  of  mark,  the 
gloom  and  forebodings  during  the  past  two 
years  or  more,  have  been  pitiful;  they  have 
been  humiliating.  It  has  seemed  at  times  as 
if  the  spirit  of  counsel  and  direction  had  left 
us;  that  we  had  forgotten  that  we  came  of  a 
race  that  is  strongest  in  adversity,  a  race 
that  does  not  suffer  itself  to  be  crowded  to 
the  wall  by  man  or  circumstances.  It  is  not 
a  pleasant  episode  to  look  back  upon.  We 
have  not  behaved  under  fire  as  we  should  have 
done.  But  the  time  for  that  sort  of  thing  is 
past,  if  there  ever  was  a  time  for  such  a  thing. 
Let  us  put  it  behind  us.  Let  us  resume  our 
courage  and  the  helm;  cease  asking  "where 
we  are  at,"  quit  asserting  that  "we  are  up 
against  it,"  for  we  are  not.  Never  again  knit 
a  massive  brow,  or  any  other  kind  of  a  brow 
for  that  matter,  and  ask  "what  are  you  going 
to  do  about  it?"  Let  us  go  to  work  and  find 
out  what  we  ought  td  do  "for  the  good  of  the 
business"  and  then  go  about  it  with  earnest- 
ness and  intelligence  and  do  it.— John  H. 
Adams. 

Does  it  Pay  to  be  Good  ? 

It  is  not  difficult  to  find  numerous  instances 
of  the  profits  to  be  derived  from  being  bad. 
The  prodigal  son  is  a  notable  example,  though 
not  an  entirely  safe  one  to  follow.  It  some- 
times might  happen  that  the  wrong  calf  would 
be  killed.  The  empress  of  China  has  found 
badness  a  paying  job,  and  so  have — well  I  was 
going  to  give  examples  of  insurance  men  whom 
it  has  paid  to  be  bad,  but  I  do  not  wish  to 
mention  the  names  of  living  men,  for  obvious 
reasons;  and  I  find,  upon  reading  their  obitu- 
aries, that  the  dead  ones  were  all  good. 

As  we  glance  around  us  in  this  world,  we 
see  good,  honest,  industrious  persons  occupy- 
ing humble  positions.  We  see  others,  endow- 
ed with  similar  capabilities,  with  no  honesty 
of  purpose,  disregarding  all  established  rules 
of  society,  Christian  principles,  and  even  good 
common  sense,  living  in  luxury  and  ease,  mak- 
ing comparatively  little  exertion,  but  readily 
accumulating   vast  fortunes.     Finding  these 
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things,  we  are  apt  to  answer  the  question  in 
the  negative. 

What  it  means  to  be  good  may  be  open  to  a 
variety  of  interpretations.  Is  insurance  mor- 
ality the  same  as  any  other  kind,  or  has  the 
business  a  particular  brand  of  its  own?  It 
would  seem  that  some  insurance  men  consider 
our  business  exempt  from  the  ten  command- 
ments, but  those  of  us  who  are  familiar  with 
our  Bibles'  will  remember  that  the  ten  com- 
mandments were  given  out  of  the  midst  of  a 
lire.  The  character  of  the  risk  is  not  men- 
tioned, but  it  is  evident  that  the  decalogue 
was  evolved  from  a  loss  and,  therefore,  is  es- 
pecially applicable  to  adjusters.    *    *    * 

Another,  who  is  todaj^  manager  of  one  of  our 
strong  companies,  tried  for  months  to  secure 
the  agency  of  good,  bad,  and  indifferent  com- 
panies. He  had  made  up  his  mind  to  be  an  in- 
surance agent  and  had  api^lied  for  every  com- 
pany in  the  chart.  From  some  he  had  re- 
ceived polite,  very  polite  letters  telling  him 
that  the  present  representative  was  satisfac- 
tory ;  or  that  his  application  had  been  referred 
to  the  special  agent  who  would  doubtless  call 
on  him  in  due  time ;  or  that  the  company  was 
not  doing  business  in  his  state.  One  day  a 
gentleman  whom  he  has  never  seen  since, 
came  into  his  ofiice  and  announced  his  appoint- 
ment as  agent  of  the  American  Flag  insur- 
ance company.  He  told  the  stranger  he  did 
not  remember  having  applied  for  this  company, 
though  no  doubt  he  had  done  so,  and  asked  the 
reason  for  this  appointment.  The  reply  was, 
"In  a  conversation  with  the  two  local  agents 
of  this  town,  I  find  they  seem  to  be  so  anxious 
to  keep  you  out  of  the  business  and  speak  of 
you  in  such  unfriendly  and  uncomplimentary 
tex-ms,  that  I  believe  you  are  about  bad 
enough  to  make  a  good  insurance  agent,  and 
for  this  reason  have  decided  to  appoint 
you."     *    *    * 

In  preparing  for  my  subject,  I  asked  several 
local  agents  if  they  had  found  that  it  pays  to 
be  good. 

The  first  one  denied  liability ;  said  he  had 
never  tried  it. 

Another  one  answered,  "Well,  Isupposethe 
man  who  is  always  straight  is  laying  up 
treasures  in  Heaven,  but  the  returns  are 
slow." 

The  next  one  said,  "When  I  strictly  observe 
the  rules  of  good  underwriting,  I  get  the  ap- 
proval of  my  competitors,  I  get  the  respect  of 
the  community,  and  I  get  left." 

The  fourth  replied,  "It  pays  to  be  good— to 
myself;  a  man  who  loves  himself  always  has 
his  affection  returned ;  and  I  do  not  take  any 


stock    in  the    passing  of   the   local  agent — I 
never  pass  anything." 

The  fifth  man  was  one  who  has  been  in  the 
local  business  for  thirty-five  years,  and  he 
speaks  with  the  authority  of  long  experience. 
These  are  his  words : 

"I  fear  that  it  often  does. not  pay  to  be  good 
if  we  look  only  at  immediate  results.  We 
have  fallen  on  evil  days,  and  the  temptations 
are  gi-eat  to  disregard  rules,  promises  and 
coi-rect  practices.  Premiums  are  desirable, 
and  we  are  apt  to  extend  our  views  and  look 
through  glasses  colored  for  the  occasion,  which 
used  in  looking  at  others'  faults  would  reflect 
a  different  hue.  We  are  apt  to  be  affected  by 
our  surroundings,  but  the  strong  man  is  he 
who  rules  circumstances  and  creates  his  own 
environments.  The i-ate cutter,  rebating,  and 
all  their  kindred  evil.s,  are  not  only  bad  morals, 
but  they  are  bad  political  economy.  They 
mean  demoralization,  and  financial  ruin  today 
]ust  as  they  did  on  the  Pacific  coast  in  1896. 
I  find  that  it  does  not  pay  to  misrepresent  mat- 
ters of  any  kind  to  the  companies,  either  as  to 
rates,  forms  of  policies,  valuation,  occupancy, 
or  reliability  of  the  assured.  I  have  learned 
that  it  is  only  a  matter  of  time  until  companies 
check  me  up  and  place  me  upon  the  unreliable 
list,  depriving  me  of  the  standing  with  them 
which  enables  the  local  agent  to  get  business 
accommodations  so  essential  to  an  agency." — 
J.  Frank  Edmunds. 

Idiosyncrasies  of  Credit. 

The  fire  insurance  situation  now,  as  ever, 
presents  many  different  views,  depending 
largely  on  the  point  of  vision.  To  the  public 
whose  friend  and  protector  she  is,  our  busi- 
ness is  sadly  misjudged  and  received,  too 
often,  as  a  pirate  when  presenting  herself 
with  open  arms  and  offering  "Phoenix"-like 
solace  and  comfort  in  the  hour  of  distress. 

To  the  legislator,  since  she  has  few  votes, 
fire  insurance  seems  a  legitimate  craft  tocarry 
him  to  the  next  port  beyond  his  present  sta- 
tion in  his  ambitious  aspirations  for  political 
preferment.  To  the  jury,  fire  insurance  is  an 
inanimate,  soulless,  mountain  of  wealth,  to  be 
tapped  by  them  to  flow  to  the  lap  of  the  suf- 
ferers as  plenteously  as  the  plaintiff's  attor- 
ney's sympathetic  tears  may  suggest  to  their 
softened  souls.  To  the  judge,  the  element  of 
facts  must  be  fixed  by  the  jui-y,  and  the 
points  of  law  be  settled  by  the  higher  court, 
and  in  questions  of  doubt,  "  discretion  is  the 
better  part  of  valor,  "  and  he  strikes  the  de- 
fendant a  parting  blow  as  a  suggestion  to  the 
higher  court  in  behalf  of  the  sufferers,  and  to 
his  constituency  in  behalf  of  his  personal  ad- 
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vancement.  To  the  fraudulent  claimaut  it  is 
a  clearing  house  for  the  adjustment  of  bad 
purchases,  poor  business  ventures,  failed  or 
failing  establishments  of  innumerable  sorts, 
all  of  which  he  dumps  at  our  feet  and  demands 
for  the  charred  remnants,  smeared  with  ihe 
filth  of  his  own  incendiarism,  an  instantaneous 
conversion  of  all  to  glittering  wealth;  while 
to  the  honest,  unfortunate  sufferers,  it  is  a  re- 
storer of  homes,  a  rebuilder  of  fortunes,  a 
healer  of  disconsolate  hearts,  an  inspiration  to 
higher  achievements. 

To  us,  who  are  well  grounded  in  her  funda- 
mental principles  of  indemnity  ;  who  are  well 
versed  in  her  daily  succor  to  the  poor  and  in 
her  constant  i-estoration  to  the  wise;  in  her 
noble  aspiration  to  z-elieve  the  suffering;  in 
her  intense  loyalty  to  all  her  obligations,  to 
us,  fire  insurance  is  indeed  the  "Handmaid 
of  Commerce,"  the  "Bulwark  of  Credits."— 
H.  N.  Wood. 

New  Hazards  of  Manufacturing-. 

The  underwriter  considers  the  fire  risk 
from  two  points— the  physical  hazard  and  the 
mora]  hazard.  In  both  phases  one  can  find 
great  past  and  prospective  changes.  In  the 
physical  hazard  we  have  passed  from  the  sim- 
ple machine,  lai-gely  worked  by  hand,  to  the 
complicated  mechanism  of  heavier  build  and 
subject  to  more  vibration,  higher  speed  and 
greater  pressure.  Instead  of  the  home-made 
gudgeon  and  rigid  wood  bearing  with  no  oil 
reservoir,  we  have  the  steel  shaft  and  the 
self-oiling  oscillating  journal.  The  tallow  and 
grease  lubricants  have  been  replaced  by  the 
I'efiued  mineral  oils.  From  the  power  trans- 
mission by  vertical  shaft,  gears  and  friction, 
we  have  passed  to  the  belt  and  rope,  and  al- 
ready are  changing  to  the  compressed  air  and 
electric  motor.  "While  water  and  steam  are 
still  the  main  sources  of  power,  with  an  in- 
creasing use  of  electricity  and  heat  engines, 
the  working  efficiency  has  been  doubled  in 
the  past  thirty  years,  but  with  this  has  come 
a  great  increase  in  energy  and  speed.  In  1S80 
the  pressure  used  in  marine  engines  did  not 
exceed  75  pounds  per  square  inch,  while  now 
it  reaches  150  to  200  pounds. 

Prior  to  the  birth  of  this  association,  flame 
alone  vyas  the  source  of  heat  and  light.  Since 
that  time  the  electrician  has  discovered  a 
more  intense  and  available  service,  and  the 
electric  energy  is  doing  a  work  the  flame 
could  not  accomplish.  Not  only  is  the  hazard 
of  flame  reduced,  but  also  that  of  friction. 
Electricity  transmits  an  equal  amount  of 
energy  with  less  mechanical  action,  as  it  has 
the  power  to  convey  motion  without  the  move- 


ment of  the  mass  (thereby  dispensing  with  a 
large  amount  of  shafting,  pulleys  and  belts) 
and  applies  the  power  direct  to  the  machines, 
whether  collected  in  a  body  or  scattered 
throughout  an  "omnibus"  building.  To  offset 
these  advantages,  the  electrician  has  not 
stopped  at  developing  a  few  hundred  volts, 
but  is  using  a  voltage  running  into  the  thou- 
sands, and  is  capable  of  producing  discharge 
at  twelve  million  volts,  scattering  sparks 
hundreds  of  feet. 

The  chemist  has  been  equally  active  in  the 
production  of  and  utilization  of  heat,  the 
movement  and  storage  of  liquids,  the  hand- 
ling and  pulverizing  of  solids.  A  better  un- 
derstanding of  the  chemistry  of  heat,  partic- 
ularly as  to  the  development  and  control  of 
temperature,  has  perhaps  made  the  greatest 
advance  in  our  resources.  One  hundred  years 
ago  the  range  of  temperature  was  from  the 
freezing  of  mercury  to  the  heat  of  the  blast 
furnace,  while  now  we  have  liquid  air  at  200 
centigrade  degrees  below  zero  to  a  heat  of 
3,(100  to  4.000  degrees  above.  At  the  begin- 
ning of  the  century  a  private  laboratory  in  a 
factory  was  unknown.  Now  they  are  to  be 
found  by  the  hundreds,  and  the  factories  and 
mills  are  practically  becoming  more  and  more 
operated  vi^ith  special  regard  to  the  laws  of 
chemistry.  The  chemist  has  developed  many 
ways  to  increase  and  hasten  the  work,  as  in 
the  bleaching  process ;  and  of  producing  artifi- 
cial results  such  as  using  creosote  to  give  the 
smoky  flavor  of  Irish  whiskej-.  Out  of  the 
waste  of  former  days  many  by-products  are 
reclaimed,  noticeably  in  the  packing  house 
and  crude-oil  industries.  Frorp  the  retort 
and  still  are  produced  the  acids,  alcohols,  oils 
and  gases  of  modern  commerce;  and  a  variety 
of  twohundred  dyes,  oils,  and  acids  originally  of 
vegetable  origin,  are  now  extracted  from  the 
mineral  kingdom.  In  the  process  of  the  chem- 
ist, in  making  and  unmaking  combinations  of 
the  elements,  are  probably  to  be  found  the 
main  future  problems  of  the  underwriter ;  sim- 
plified by  a  less  proportion  of  fires  from  fric- 
tion, but  complicated  by  the  greater  dangers 
from  ignition  and  spontaneous  combustion. 
The  underwriter  who  twenty-five  years  ago 
hesitated  to  permit  a  few  gallons  of  gasoline, 
has  now,  under  the  evolution  of  manufactur- 
ing processes,  to  considei-  chemical  fire  haz- 
ards never  before  encountered  in  the  business 
of  insurance. 

In  the  industrial  changes  there  have  been  a 
number  of  other  influences  which  have  had  a 
material  effect  on  the  results  and  methods  of 
manufacturing.     The  development  and  cheap- 
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eued  service  of  the  telegraph  aud  telephone 
has  made  them  absolutely  indispensable,  and 
their  use  in  connection  with  the  custom  of 
taking  orders  in  advance,  has  greatly  lessened 
the  accumulation  of  stock  in  proportion  to  the 
volume  of  business.  The  wholesale  stock  is 
being  evolutionized  to  a  commission  agent 
with  a  cupboard  of  samples.  The  reduction 
of  railroad  rates  per  ton  per  mile  from  1.29 
cents  in  1881  to  .753  cents  in  1898  and  the  fast 
freight  train,  have  gradually  abolished  the 
advantage  of  a  local  market,  it  being  brought 
.  into  competition  with  all  markets.  In  addi- 
tion, the  "large  quantity"  or  "long  haul" 
shipper  has  been  able  to  gain  advantage  over 
the  small  shipper.  A  large  mill  in  Duluth  can 
deliver  a  barrel  of  flour  in  Liverpool  for  fifty 
cents;  a  small  mill  in  Illinois,  in  carload  lots 
on  different  trunk  lines,  for  the  same  sum  can 
not  ship  over  three  hundred  miles,  while  all 
mills  are  to-day  laboring  under  the  disadvan- 
tage of  rates  on  wheat  being  cheaper  than  on 
its  manufactured  products.  Another  point  is 
that  of  production  to  consumption.  With  flour 
the  ratio  is  supposed  to  be  one  barrel  per  an- 
num for  each  man,  woman  and  child.  At  this 
rate  the  eighty-eight  mills  of  1,000  barrels 
daily  capacity  or  over,  can  supply  nearly  one- 
half  the  flour  used  in  this  country  after  ex- 
porting thirty  per  cent,  of  their  output.  This 
would  leave  for  some  15,500  remaining  mills  a 
local  demand  of  less  than  fifteen  barrels  per 
daj',  while  it  has  been  estimated  that  if  all 
the  mills  of  the  country  were  to  run  full  time 
for  sixty  days,  they  would  grind  the  entire 
year's  crop  of  wheat. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  trace  the  influence  of 
these  new  conditions  upon  manufacturing- 
plants.  They  are  to  be  found  in  every  line  of 
production,  but  data  will  be  quoted  as  to  flour- 
ing mills  only.  The  census  of  1880  showed 
24,380  (known)  flour  mills  in  this  country;  in 
1890,  18,470;  and  our  1900  census  will  show 
about  15,600.  Yet  during  this  time  there  has 
been  an  increase  of  capital  invested  of  over 
forty-two  million  dollars  and  seven  thousand 
more  men  employed,  in  spite  of  labor  saving 
machinerj'  introduced.  One  radical  effect  of 
the  large  mill  is  shown  in  Minnesota,  which, 
in  1890  had  307  mills,  and  these  mills,  with 
fewer  men  emploj'ed  and  less  capital  invested, 
had  an  output  in  value  $7,600,000  greater  than 
New  York  with  its  1,238  mills. 

With  flouring  mills  the  rapid  evolution  in 
the  early  eighties  in  the  process  of  manufac- 
ture from  burrs  to  rolls,  was  so  evident  that 
many  insurance  companies  retii'ed  fi'om  that 
class  of  risks  entii'elj',  but  hardly  noticed  or 


heeded  has  been  this  economic  evolution,  to 
be  compared  only  to  Darwin's  inexorable  law 
of  "the  survival  of  the  fittest."  The  fore- 
going would  infer  the  day  of  the  small  miller 
a  thing  of  the  past,  because  of  his  big  com- 
petitor, and  an  unprofitable  class  of  risks  to 
accept.  Thei-e  are  hundreds  of  small  mills 
making  snug  fortunes  for  their  owners,  while 
the  average  returns  of  the  large  mill  would 
be  unsatisfactory  to  many  underwriters.  All 
classes  of  mills  will  continue,  but  the  under- 
writer's profit  will  be  secured  only  by  "selec- 
tion and  inspection." — C.  A.  McCotter. 

I  did  not  have  an  opportunity  to  ask  the 
special  agent  if  he  finds  that  it  pays  to  abuse 
all  other  companies,  or  else  damn  them  with 
faint  praise;  or  to  try  to  convince  the  local 
agent  of  his  influence  with  the  compact  office 
in  securing  for  him  concessions,  which  influ- 
ence proves  to  be  mythical  when  tried,  and 
the  local  agent  discovers  that  he  was  simply 
being  woi'ked,  which  reminds  one  of  the  adage 
that  "He  who  keeps  his  mouth  shut  never  eats 
crow." 

Would  not  the  special  agent  often  find  it 
would  pay  to  make  closer  inspection  of  risks 
instead  of  simply  going  to  see  if  the  risk  is 
still  there?  Perhaps  even  the  all-seeing  eye 
of  the  special  agent  may  be  mistaken  about 
the  exact  contents  of  a  building  viewed  from 
the  sidewalk  or  carriage.  I  have  heard  of 
specials  who  make  inspections  in  the  agent's 
office  by  a  method  known  among  Christian  Sci- 
entists as  absent  treatment.  It  is  said  to  be 
effective  and  easy. 

Does  the  special  agent  think  that  an  ex- 
cessive salvage  pays  when  it  comes  home  to 
roost  in  the  form  of  a  valued  policy  law? 

Does  it  pay  the  special  agent  to  let  his  large, 
round  voice  be  heard  in  hotel  rotundas,  rail- 
road trains,  or  other  public  places,  boasting  of 
some  shrewd  trick  which  he  has  employed  in 
settling  a  loss?  I  believe  that  much  of  the 
opposition  to  insurance  companies  is  caused  in 
this  manner,  aud  the  outside  world  is  apt  to 
be  influenced  by  this  kind  of  talk. — J.  Prank 
Edmunds. 

Consequential  Damag:es. 

Again,  some  years  ago  claim  was  made 
against  the  insurance  companies  for  "conse- 
quential loss"  to  cattle  fed  at  distillei'y,  a 
loss  caused- by  the  burning  of  the  plant  that 
furnished  the  slops  for  teed.  These  cattle 
were  not  burned  nor  in  any  way  directly 
damaged  by  the  fire,  but  they  were  accus- 
tomed to  that  delectable  diet  and  could  eat 
nothing  else  and  therefore  lost  flesh,  thereby 
causing  a  loss  to  the  assured.     No  such  indem- 
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nity  was  ever  thought  of  by  the  insui-er,  but 
the  companies,  seeing  the  danger  of  such 
claims,  added  the  following  conditions  to  all 
policies  covering  cattle  in  pens :  "It  is  hereby 
mutually  agreed  and  understood,  that  no 
claim  shall  be  made  under  this  policy  for  any 
consequential  damage  arising  from  loss  of  feed , 
or  from  exposure,  or  from  any  loss  not  the 
direct  result  of  fire  or  exposure  thereto,  to 
said  live  stock  while  contained  in  the  premises 
above  described."  Is  it  reasonable  to  infer 
that  by  the  addition  of  this  clause  to  the 
cattle-policy,  the  company  admits  liability 
for  consequential  damages  however  remote  or 
near?  I  think  not.  It  refers  to  this  particu- 
lar hazard  ar^d  certainly  leaves  the  original 
policy  conditions  and  exceptions  as  strong  as 
they  ever  were, — not  even  affecting  other 
damages  that  might  befall  the  cattle  them- 
selves, much  less  extending  the  policy  to  cover 
remote  and  consequential  damages  that  might 
occur  to  other  parts  of  the  plant  if  insured 
under  separate  items  or  under  "blanket- 
form"  in  same  policj'. 

The  consequential  damage  clause  under  dis- 
cussion is  as  follows :  "It  is  a  condition  of  this 
insurance,  hereby  agreed  to  by  the  assured, 
that  this  company  shall  not  be  liable  for  dam- 
age caused  by  change  of  temperature  result- 
ing from  the  total  or  partial  destrution  of  the 
refrigerating  or  cooling  apparatus,  connections 
or  supply  pipes,  nor  by  the  interruption  of  re- 
frigei'ating  or  cooling  processes  from  any 
cause."  This  is  a  clear  and  definite  exception 
and  shows  that  no  such  hazard  is  intended  to 
be  insured  against.  What  harm  can  come  to 
either  insurer  or  insured  in  having  it  defi- 
nitely understood?  Even  if  the  legislature 
builded  better  than  it  knew,  and  the  pi-esent 
statutory  form  "that  the  company  shall  not  be 
liable  for  loss  occasioned  by  the  interruption 
of  business,  manufacturing  process  or  other- 
wise beyond  the  actual  value  destroyed  by 
fire,"  should  be  held  by  the  courts  sufficient 
to  exclude  the  consequential  damages  feared 
(such  as  allowed  in  the  Dold  case),  lean  see 
no  special  harm  in  such  an  endorsement.  In 
its  practical  workings,  it  should  be  made  a 
source  of  income  because  : — 

First.  The  danger  to  the  stock  by  the  de- 
struction of  the  refrigerating  plant  is  cer- 
tainly present. 

Second.  The  assured  will  need  and  demand 
protection  and  indemnity  and  is  willing  to 
pay  for  it. 

Third.  If  the  present  form  of  policy  does 
not  exclude  such  consequential  damages,  it 
should  be  done  by  endorsement  as  proposed. 


Fourth.  This  much  understood,  whatever 
additional  liability  for  ponsequential  damages 
is  assumed  should  be  made  the  subject  of  a 
proper  additional  premium  based  upon  the 
hazard  incident  to  the  destruction  of  the  re- 
frigerating machinei-y. 

These  packing  plant  warehouses  have  not 
been  profitable  to  the  companies  at  best,  and 
it  occurs  to  me  that  application  of  this  princi- 
ple can  be  made  the  means  of  getting  an  in- 
creased rate.  The  same  rule  will  apply  to 
cold  storage  of  all  kinds,  breweries,  etc., 
where  artificial  I'efrigei'ation  is  used.— H.  H. 
Friedly. 

Modern  Trend  of  Co-operation. 

A  philosopher  has  said,  "The  whole  crux  of 
civilization  seems  to  me  to  lie  in  the  fact  that 
the  savage  does  what  is  best  for  himself,  and 
the  civilized  man  what  is  best  for  humanity 
at  large.  Government  is  but  a  great,  mutual 
insui'ance  society  against  human  selfishness." 

Those  old  speculators  sitting  around  the 
tables  in  Lloyd's  Cofi'ee  House,  made  wagers 
with  merchants  and  shipowners  as  to  whether 
a  vessel  and  its  cargo  would  safely  make  the 
voyage.  They  had  no  tariff  schedules  or 
classification  tables  to  govern  them,  but  they 
builded  wiser  than  they  knew.  Under  the 
benign  influence  of  their  protection,  commeice 
and  ship  owning  were  transferred  from  the 
realm  of  speculation  to  that  of  ligitimate  and 
sound  business  venture.  This  was  the  hunt- 
ing-club era  of  insurance.  Few  of  us  appre- 
ciate the  extent  to  which  England's  commer- 
cial supremacy  and  the  advancement  of  civil- 
ization are  directly  attributable  to  insurance. 
The  convenience  of  placing  a  whole  risk  in 
one  company  and  the  necessity  of  some  form 
of  combined  experience,  were  so  plainly  demon- 
strated that  we  find  stock  companies  with 
ample  capital  and  equitable  and  uniform  con- 
tracts taking  the  place  of  the  individual  under- 
writer with  his  vague  and  uncertain  agree- 
ments. 

The  second  period  dates  from  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  first  comprehensive  association  by 
companies,  and,  through  an  exchange  of  opin- 
ion, a  uniform  tariff  was  evolved  which,  though 
crude  as  measured  by  present  standards,  was 
really  a  great  stride  forward.  This  was  so 
recent  as  to  be  within  the  lifetime  of  men  on 
this  floor.  The  next  step  was  to  construct  a 
machine  to  collect  these  tariffs,  and  state  ind 
local  boai'ds  were  formed.  Like  all  human  in- 
stitutions at  first,  the  company  organization 
was  imperfect.  It  was,  however,  of  great 
value,  being  founded  upon  the  correct  basic 
principle,  co-operation,  and  became  permanent 
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as  mutual  confidence  was  established.  Its 
mistakes  are  now  apparent,  because,  as  we 
all  know,  our  hindsight  is  so  much  clearer 
than  our  foresight.  We  point  out  these  faults 
in  a  friendly  way  in  order  to  hasten  their  un- 
doing'. We  may  sum  up  its  errors  in  the  word 
"secrecy,"  and  attribute  its  failure  to  accom- 
plish all  that  was  desired  of  it,  to  its  lack  of 
taking  the  local  agents  and  the  public  into 
its  confidence.  Instead  of  being  a  normal 
school  for  making  teachers  of  the  local  agents, 
in  order  that  the  premium  payers  might  be 
educated  in  our  business,  there  was  too  much 
of  the  star  chamber.  Correspondence  was 
conducted  over  signatures  of  signs  and  sym- 
bols, the  press  was  left  to  draw  its  own  con- 
clusions as  to  legislation  affecting  the  public, 
and,  naturally,  where  there  was  so  much 
gloom  and  mystery,  suspicion  followed  every 
act  of  the  tariff  association.  We  now  see  the 
dawn  of  another  day.  The  doors  have  been 
opened  to  confidence  with  local  agents  and  a 
stream  of  light  has  passed  into  the  organiza- 
tion, illuminating  the  dark  places  and  broad- 
ening the  range  of  vision  of  those  within. 

The  local  agents'  association  comes  at  an  op- 
portune time.  We  welcome  it  as  a  co-worker 
in  the,  just  now,  all  important  task  of  enlight- 
ening the  public  and  thus  bringing  about  the 
repeal  of  the  vicious  and  retroactive  legislation 
that  is  now  burdening  the  property  owners 
and  companies.  The  organization  is  on  trial, 
its  every  act  will  be  scanned  and  criticised 
because  its  responsibilities  are  so  great. 
Wisdom  comes  from  counsel,  and  conservatism 
with  responsibility.  The  foundation  laid  is 
broad  and  deep,  and  its  growth  and  power  is 
only  limited  by  the  amount  of  confidence  in- 
spired by  the  wisdom  of  its  actions.  It  is  the 
tribunal  that  will  finally  settle  the  commis- 
sion question,  "multiple  agencies"  and  bro- 
kerage. It  stands  for  the  same  principles 
that  the  company  organization  represents. 
It  wants  equity,  uniformity  and  stability  in 
rates,  form  and  practices;  so  does  the  com- 
pany organization.  It  desires  the  blotting 
out  of  that  relic  of  barbarism — the  rate  war — 
so  do  the  companies. — John  P.  Hubble. 


Malt  Hazard.— As  expressed  by  myself  in 
various  surveys  during  the  past  ten  years, 
the  inherent  hazard  of  drying  and  handling 
brewers'  spent  malt,  known  commercially  as 
'brewers'  grains,'  has  from  some  cause  or 
causes  been  unusually  dangerous  under  some 
conditions.  At  least  practically  all  of  the  spe- 
cial or  independent  plants  in  this  part  of  the 
country  have  burned   or  have   been   burned. 


The  latest  one  of  these  losses  was  on  the  9th 
inst.,  when  a  special  plant  of  this  kind,  lo- 
cated at  Thirtieth  and  Jefferson  streets,  Phil- 
adelphia, was  burned  at  night.  As  usual  no 
explanation  is  given  as  to  the  cause  of  the 
fire;  it  simply  burned.  As  usual  also,  the 
place  was  insured  by  several  companies  and  is 
nearly  a  total  loss. — Inspector  W.  H.  Prazier. 


Fire  Insurance  Prohibited  in  Costa  Rica. 

INCENDIAKY      FIHES      CHAKOEl)     TO      OVEKINSUU- 
ANCE. 

New  Orleans,  November  14.— As  a  result  of 
the  recent  devastation  of  Port  Limon,  Costa 
Rica,  by  fire.  President  Yglesias  has  issued  a 
decree,  the  like  of  which  has  never  been 
known  before  in  any  country  or  at  any  period. 
Holding  the  recent  Port  Limon  fire  to  have 
been  the  work  of  men  who  were  over  insured, 
the  presidential  decree  positively  prohibits 
any  fire  insurance  company  from  doing  busi- 
ness in  Costa  Rica. 

The  terms  of  the  prohibition  admit  of  no 
evasion.  It  is  based  upon  the  maximum  that 
an  ounce  of  prevention  is  worth  a  pound  of 
cure,  the  president  holding  that  if  there  had 
been  no  insurance  carried  by  Port  Limon  mer- 
chants there  would  have  been  no  fire.  His 
action  has  long  been  meditated  owing  to  sev- 
eral serious  conflagrations  which  originated 
in  San  Jose  business  establishments,  the 
Port  Limon  fire,  which  also  commenced  in 
the  business  section,  merely  furnished  the 
peg  upon  which  the  decree  is  hung. 

The  decree  continuing,  orders  that  the 
buildings  erected  to  replace  those  destroyed 
in  the  Port  Limon  blaze  shall  be  constructed 
of  fire-proof  material,  brick  and  corrugated 
iron.  Further,  the  decree  provides  that  with- 
in a  period  of  two  years,  every  frame  building 
now  standing  in  Port  Limon  must  be  replaced 
by  a  fire-proof  structure. — Press  dispatch. 


Still  Another  Missouri  Mutual  to  Retire. 

Last  month  we  mentioned  the  failure  of  the 
Millers  Mutual  of  Kansas  City.  Not  long  ago  we 
Ijrinted  a  list  of  eighteen  Missouri  mutuals  which 
had  failed  within  twelve  mouths.  Now  comes  the 
report  of  the  troubles  of  the  Southwestern  Mutual 
Fire  of  Kansas  City,  which  a  local  paper  says  is 
trying  to  reinsure,  preparatory  to  winding  up  its 
little  ball  of  yarn. 

Two  flres  in  a  single  week  will  kill  almost  any 
mutual.  

Pueblo.— The  Phila.  Smelting  &  Refining  Co. 
plant  is  still  being  placed  at  90c,  the  old  compet- 
itive rate. 
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October  Fires. 

These  fire  loss  reports  were 
originated  by  the  Coast  Review 
in  1880. 

LOSSES  BY  COMPANIES. 

Aachen  &  Munich    ....  $  10,954 

iEtna 13,936 

Agricultural 183 

Alliance 1,871 

American,  N.  J 3,349 

American,  N.  Y 1,U50 

American,  Pa 964 

American,  Boston   ....  133 

American  Central  ....  3,618 

Atlas 4,917 

Baloise 

Boston 2,490 

British  America 1,598 

Caledonian 4,115 

Caledonian-American   .    .  245 

Commercial  Union  ....  6,269 

Connecticut 3,300 

Delaware 167 

Fireman's  Fund  ...       .  33,293 

Fire  Association     ....  7,724 

Franklin 

German  Alliance     ....  2,433 

German-American  ....  10,701 

Girard 2,550 

Glens  Falls 

Greenwich 69 

Hamburg-Bremen  ....  3,863 

Hamburg-Underwriters  .  1,549 

Hanover 6,550 

Hartford 13,056 

Helvetia 161 

Home,  N.  Y 6,338 

Home  Mutual 13,961 

Ins.  Co.  North  America   .  5,943 

Imperial 6,423 

Kings  County       891 

Lancashire     3,594 

Law  Union  &  Crown  .   .   .  4,993 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .   .   .  16,149 

Lion 3,591 

London  &  Lancashire      .  9,333 

London 3,281 

Magdeburg •  3,865 

Magdeburg,  N.  Y.       ...  90 

Manchester 7,891 

Manhattan  (2  months)  .   .  2,550 

Mercantile 53 

Merchants 8,247 

Milwaukee  Mechanics  3,023 

National,  Hartford    .   .   .  8,524 

Netherlands   ..'...  2,138 

New  Zealand 2,907 

New  York  Underwriters  .  248 

Niagara 245 

Northern 2,728 

North  German 8,672 

North  German,  N.Y  .  .   . 

North  Briti.sh  &  Mercan.  2,977 


Norwich  Union 5,081 

Orient 2,737 

Palatine 14,371 

Pelican 3,254 

Pennsylvania 5.910 

Phenix,  Brooklyn    ....  4,63S 

Phlla.  Underwriters  .   .    .  2,342 

Phoenix,  Hartford  ....  9,431 

Phoenix,  London      ....  17.322 

Providence-Washington  .  4,362 

Prussian  Nationiil  .   .   .   .  278 

Queen 4,392 

Royal  Exchange 5,394 

Royal 8,600 

Scottish  Union  &  Nat'l   .  7,361 

Springfield 3,101 

Sun,  London 6,792 

State 60 

St.  Paul 2,517 

Svea 6,026 

Teutonia 1,484 

Traders     639 

Transatlantic 2,732 

Thuringia-American  .    .   ,  416 

Thuringia 10,247 

Union,  London  ......  7,884 

Union,  Pa 

United  States 4,175 

Victoria 3,000 

Westchester 1,606 

Western 975 

Williamsburg  City     .   .   .  1,805 

Total $436,442 

WASHINGTON. 
4  .  Blaine,  shingle  mill : 

Svea $1,000 

Phcenix,  Hartford  .   .    .       500 

Sun      1,000 

25  .  Colfax,  conts  barn: 

Milwaukee  Mechanics    .  $700 
4  .  Edwall,  fr  machy  and  stk: 

Palatine $1,200 

29  .  Latah,  fr  dwg: 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe     .   .  $500 

12  .  Manchester,  frdwg  &  conts: 

London  &  Lancashire     $1,000 

29  .  (Sept.)  Oakesdale,  threshing 

machy: 

Orient $700 

.   .  Puget  Sound,  steamer: 

.iEtna $500 

10  .  Seattle,  stk  furni : 

Orient $1101 

Phenix,  Brooklyn  ....     388 
29  .  (Sept.)  Seattle,  stk  mdse  and 
furni : 

Thuringia $844 

.   .  Seattle,  fr  dwg  and  conts  : 

Phoenix,  Hartford  ....  $500 
.   .  Seattle,  fr  dwg  and  conts: 
.(Etna     $700 


24  .  Sno(iualimie,  dwg  &  furni : 
Ins..  Co.  North  America  .  $585 

1  .  Spokane,  dwg  and  furni: 

Traders $5°° 

14  .  Spokane,  fr  dwg,  furni    and 

mdse : 

Boston Sr,5oo 

Law  Union  &  Crown  .  .  3,900 
16  .  Spokane,  dwg  and  conts: 

Northern     $5^7 

19  .  (Sept.)  Spokane,  dwg: 

Manhattan $1,050 

4  .  Thurston    co.,    shingle   mill, 
dwg  and  conts : 

North  German $709 

Sun 811 

^tna 500 

24  .  Walla  Walla,  hhld  furni: 

Alliance $559 

9  .  Walla  Walla,  fruit  dryer: 

Hanover $1,000 

Aachen  &  Munich   .   .   .    1,000 

2  .  North  Yakima,  fr  grocery : 

Queen $1,002 

3  .  Yakima  co.,  hop  kiln: 

Pennsylvania $1,000 

i6    Yakima  co.,  hop  kiln : 

North  British $940 

Losses  under  $500    ...  $  9,821 
Total  Washington    .  $34,077 
OREGON. 

.   .  Benton  co.,  dwg  and  conts  : 
Fireman's  Fund   .   .   .   .$1,100 

23  .  Cove,  fr  fruit  dryer  and  stk: 
Ins.  Co.  North  America  $i,oco 

Orient 750 

Fire  Association   .   .   .      700 

.-Etna     500 

Alliance 500 

Aachen  &  Munich   ...       75° 

26  .  Clatsop  CO.,  fr  dwg  &    conts: 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .  .$1,200 
.  .  Cottage  Grove,  electric  light 
plant: 

.Etna $854 

.  .  Cottage  Grove: 

German.  Alliance  ....  $555 
29  .  (Sept)  Irving,  fr  dwg  &  conts: 

Phoenix,  Hartford  .  .  .  $600 
23  .  La  Grande,  fr  fruit  dryer: 

Springfield $   500 

German  Alliance    .  .   .    1,000 

27  .  (Sept.)  No.  Yamhill,  hops: 

London  &  Lancashire  .  $583 
19  .  Oregon  City,  dwg  and  barn : 

Atlas $2,922 

Kings  Co 778 

15  .  Oswego  Mines,  fr  Idg  house : 

Commercial  Union     .   .$1,000 
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31  .  Portland,  stk  candy: 

New  Zealand $1,000 

9  .  Portland,  fr  dwg  and  conts: 
Imperial $690 

7  .  Portland,  stk: 

North  British $625 

8  .  Portland,  brbldg: 

German-American     .   .   .  $519 
2  .  Shaniko,  fr  bldg,  stk  drugs  & 
gen'l  mdse: 
German-American  .    .   .  $1,750 

United  States 1,5°° 

Girard 75° 

Merchants 1,500 

Union,  London 1,500 

Law   Union  &  Crown  .    1,000 

Home  Mutual 1,250 

Netherlands  .......    1,500 

London  &  Lancashire  .  1,500 
Phenis,  Brooklyn   ...      750 

Thuringia 1,000 

Phcenix,  Hartrord  .   .   .    1,000 

Pennsylvania 1,000 

Norwich  Union    ....       750 

Total ?i6,75o 

9  .  Sumpter,  fr  saw  mill: 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &.  Globe  .  $500 
Losses  under  $500     .   .   .$4,345 
Total  Oregon  .   .   .    .$39,711 

MONTANA. 

7  .  Anaconda,  dwg  and  conts: 

Fireman's  Fund $600 

17  .  Butte,  store  &  Idg  house: 

Atlas $600 

31  .  Butte,  hhld  goods  : 

Transatlantic $600 

27  .  Clancy,  fr  dwg  : 

Palatine $700 

24  .  Kalispell,  grain  in  granary: 

Springfield $800 

6  .  Lewis  and  Clark  co.,  fr  pump 
house : 
Royal $1,000 

4  .  Missoula,  dwg  furni : 

Svea $1,200 

Losses  under  $.500  ....  $2,174 
Total  Montana     .   .   .  $7,674 

IDAHO. 

9  .  Boise,  soldiers  home: 

National $3,300 

Phoenix,  Hartford  .  .  .  2,585 
London  &  Lancashire  .  1,500 
Liv.  &  Lon.  &.  Globe  7,000 
Fireman's  Fund  ....    4,000 

Total $18,385 


7  .  Cocur  d'Alene,  fr  public  hall : 

.(Etna     $   900 

Fire  Association    .   .   .    1,000 
Queen 1,000 

11  .  Kendrick,  fr  wh.se  &  grain: 

Royal $1,449 

Phcenix,  London  ...       Soo 

Merchants 737 

London  &  Lancashire  .    1.070 

^tna 1,555 

Fireman's  Fund  ....       800 

29  .  Latah  CO.,  fr  dwg: 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .   .  $600 
^tna $558 

28  .  (Sept.)  Moscow,  fr  dwg  and 
conts: 
London  &  Lancashire  .     $597 

Losses  under  $500  ...  $  3,250 
Total  Idaho $32,701 

COLORADO. 
28  .  Cannon  City,  stk  furni: 

Palatine $514 

12  .  Henderson,  fr  dwg: 

Palatine $756 

28  .  (Sept.)  Olney,  dwg  &  conts: 
North  German $5,000 

I  .  Ouray,  stk  cigars: 

Western $500 

3  .  Salida,  dwg: 

Lion $1,220 

31  .  Victor,  frdwg: 

British  America $500 

Losses  under  $500     ...  $  5,398 
TotabColorado    .   .   .  $13,888 

NEVADA. 

14  .  Mountain  City,  br  bldg  and 
mdse : 

Palatine $7,350 

Hamburg-nromuu   .   .   .    1,621 

Imperial 900 

Svea 864 

Total $10,735 

Losses  under  $500    ....  $   757 
Total  Nevada  ....  $11,492 

NEW  MEXICO. 

17  .  Mora,  adobe  and  fr  bldg,  stk 
and  fixtures : 

Scottish  Union  ....  $1,250 
26  .  Raton,  f  r  saloon : 

British  America $537 

12  .  Watrons,  abobe  bldg: 

Scottish  Union $750 

Losses  under  $500  ....  $    3S8 

Total  New  Mexico     .  $2,925 


ARIZONA. 
9  .  Williams,  fr  saloon: 

Home $800 

Losses  under  $500  ....     $773 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 

2  .  New  Westminster,  dwg  and 

conts : 

Hartford $1,000 

Losses  under  $500 $  58 

WYOMING. 
Losses  under  $500 $238 

UTAH. 

Losses  under  $500 $848 

HAWAII. 

Losses  under  $500 $  13 

Total  Outside  Territory  $146,198 

CALIFORNIA. 

3  .  Alvarado,  barn: 

Fireman's  Fund $675 

28  .  (Sept.)  Albion,  mills,  fr  bldg 
machy  and  mdse : 
Fireman's  Fund     ,  .   .$14,218 

Imperial 1,434 

Pennsylvania 500 

Total $16,152 

3  .  Berkeley,  fr  dwg  and  conts: 

Lancashire $    598 

Royal  Exchange  ....       564 

National 727 

iEtna 3,762 

26  .  Corte  Madera,  dwg  : 

London  &  Lancashire  .  $1,600 
I  .  Crows  Landing,  bldg: 

Home  Mutual $719 

10  .  Castroville,  fr  dwg  and  furni  • 
German  Alliance    .  .  .  .  $500 

28  .  Contra  Costa  CO.,  dwg  &  conts 

Aachen  &  Munich  ....  $726 

29  .  Daneville,  whse  and  hay : 

Fire  Association     .  .   .  $1,836 
Phila.  Underwriters  .   .    1,800 

Svea 695 

Fireman's  Fund   ....       696 

18  .  Del  Rey,  packing  house  and 
raisins : 

Svea $1,500 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe      .    2,500 

Manhattan 1,500 

Union,  London 500 

Law  Union  &  Crown  .    .    1,000 

Victoria 1,000 

American,  Pa 500 

Hanover i.ooo 

28  .  (Sept.)  Elmhurst,  iurni : 

Home  Mutual $680 
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i2  .  Fresno,  dwg  and  conts : 

Hartford  Fire $i,375 

14  .  Fresno,  fr  dwg: 

Home $500 

4  .  Fresno,  hhld  furni : 

United  States $75° 

18  .  Fresno  co.,  tr  hospital : 

Queen $2,000 

Home  Mutual 3.500 

Hamburg-Bremen   .   .   .    1,000 

Thuringia 2,000 

Commercial  Union  .   .   .    2,000 

Manchester 2,500 

Fire  Association     .   .   .    2,000 

St.  Paul 1,000 

American  Central   .   .   .    1,000 

^tna 500 

Aachen  &  Munich    .   .   .    2,000 

Hanover 2,000 

Fireman's  Fund  .  .   .       2.500 
Phoenix,  Hartford  .   .   .    2,000 

Total $26,000 

15  .  Fresno  co..  fr  winery  : 

Aachen  &  Munich  .  .   .  $i,9t3 

Phenix.  Brooklyn    .   .   .  3,500 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  1,458 

Manchester 699 

Caledonian 699 

American,  NY 699 

Commercial  Union  .   .   .  2,430 

Hartford  Fire 5,000 

Scottish  Union     ...  1,458 

Merchants i,457 

Royal     1,944 

Union,  London 4,950 

Victoria 2,000 

New  Zealand 1,000 

Sun 2,429 

Magdeburg 1,458 

Connecticut 1,457 

Lancashire 1,943 

Providence-Washingt'n  2,429 

Pelican     2.500 

Phoenix,  London  ....  12,718 

Fireman's  Fund   ....  2,429 

Norwich  Union    ....  1,944 

Total $58,544 

.   .  Los  Angeles,  carpenter  shop : 
Aachen  &  Munich   .   .     81,000 

18  .  Los  Angeles,  stk  &  fixtures: 

Hamburg-Underwrit.    .  $1,531 

19  Los  Gatos,  fr  store  and  Idg 

house : 
Royal  Exchange  ....  $  725 

Home     1,750 

9  .  Los  Gatos,  stk  cloth  in  tailor 
shop: 
German- American     .  .   .  $518 
18  .  Martinez,  house: 

Williamsburg  City    .   .   .  $600 


26  .  Marysville, dwg: 

National     ......  $1,500 

21  .  Madera  co.,  fr  stable: 

Sun     $600 

18  .  Monterey  co.,  dwg  &  conts : 

Hartford $2,261 

30  .  Napa  CO.,  hay  in  field  : 

Norwich  Union $700 

22  .  Oroville,  dwg: 

-     National     $825 

21  .  Oakland,  dwg  and  furni : 

Milwaukee  Mechanics  $i,coo 
7    Oakland,  dwg: 

Fire  Association       ...  $500 

13  .  East  Oakland,  fr  bklg: 

Home $5^5 

13  .  Roth  Spur,  whse  &  grain  : 
American,  N.  J.     .   .   .$2,175 

Manchester 1,500 

Caledonian i..soo 

Pennsylvania 1,800 

Home  Mutual 5.515 

Merchants 3,750 

United  States     ....     1,875 

Girard i.Soo 

Fireman's  Fund  ,  .  .'  1,500 
German-American  .  .  6,030 
Hartford  Fire 2,500 

Total $29,945 

6  .  Red  Bluff,  fr  dwg   and  furni : 

Palatine $?9o 

17  .Red  Bluff,  dwg: 

Manchester $625 

7  .  Redlands,  fr  dwg  &  conts : 

Phoenix,  London     ....  $700 
25  .  Redondo,  fr  dwg    store    and 
conts : 
Aachen  &  Munich  ...  $   500 

Hanover 500 

Lancashire 600 

Teutonia      600 

Ins.  Co.  North   America     875 
17  .  Sacramento,  fr  iilaining  mill 
and  machy : 

Home $1,000 

American  Central  .  .  .    1,000 

St.  Paul 1,000 

Fireman's  Fund  ....    1,000 
Ins.  Co.  North  America  1,000 
2  .  Santa  Rosa,  fr  hotel  bldg: 
Providence-Washingfn  $   754 

Pelican 754 

Phoenix,  London  ....    1,990 
20  .  San  Jose,   dried   fruit   whse 
and  conts: 

Home $   725 

German-American  .   .   .    1,000 

.^tna 1,650 

Scottish  Union  ....  1,300 
Royal  Exchange  ....  2,050 
Connecticut 1,100 


S  .  San  Diego,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 
Boston $787 

3  .  San  Diego,  fr  dwg  and  conts  : 

Phoenix,  Hartford  ....  S650 
I  .  Stanislaus  co.,fr cheese  fact: 

Pennsylvania  $720 

I  .  Santa  Clara,  co.,  dwg,  stable 
and  sTieds : 

Northern $1,675 

1  .  Sutter  Creek,  fr  dwg  &  conts : 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .   .  $925 

2  .  San    Luis    Obispo,    farming 

implements : 
Home $523 

4  .  Ventura,  machy  &  supplies: 

Thuringia $849 

13  .  Visalia,  dwg  and  furni: 

Milwaukee  Mechanics  .  $770 
31  .  Watsonville,  stk  apples  and 
prunes : 

Caledonian $   700 

Manchester 1,000 

Losses  under  $5fo  ...  $    31,287 

Total  Cal.,  S.  F.  ex  .  $  235,438 

SAN  FRANCISCO. 

7  .  Packing  house,  bldg,  machy 
and  mdse : 

Transatlantic $1,272 

Westchester 1,273 

Hamburg-Bremen  .  .   .       848 

Union 848 

Magdeburg 1,280 

Norwich  Union  ....  985 
Aachen  &  Munich   .  .   .    1,950 

Hanover 1,696 

Fireman's  Fund  ....  1,696 
Providence-Washington  848 
Thuringia 2,545 

Total $15,241 

.   .  Brick  bldgs  : 

^tna $.551 

7  .  Brick  bldg,  mdse,  bags,  etc: 
Phoenix,  London  ....  $   613 

Alliance 614 

Merchants 613 

Teutonia 613 

Scottish  Union    ....       614 

North  British 75° 

Royal 1,842 

Palatine 1.580 

Liv.  &  Liu  &  Globe  .   .    1,313 

Imperial 767 

Lion '    890 


Total $10,209 

.  Merchandise: 

Sun     $982 

Coal  in  yard : 

Royal $2,100 


The   Coast   ReVievi) 


587 


8  .  Lodging  house,    stable    and 
conts: 

Northern $2,11.5 

^-Etna     1,012 

I  .  Dwelling  and  conts: 

Lion  .  .  .   ; $889 


Imperial 750 

21  .  Restaurant: 

National $1,074 

Springfield 1,074 

21  .  Building: 

Thuringia Ss'iS 


Losses  under  $500     .   .   .$19,741 
Total  San  Francisco  $  61,306 
Total  California  .   .   .  $296,744 
Total  Pacific  Coast    .  $436,442 


California  and    Coast  Monthly  Fire  Insurance 

Losses. 

California. 

Month                         1900               1899  1898 

January $   102.190       $    159,052  $    300,012 

February     ....       128,855            169,142  145,896 

March 148,521             511,801  254,223 


First  quarter 

April 

May 

June 


$   379,566  $    839.995  $    700,131 

112,727  213,933  264,228 

147,776  194,514  360,420 

242,301  181.674  238,514 


Second  quarter    .  $  502,804 
First  six  months  $    882,370 

July 468.996 

August     .   .    . 
September  ,   . 


181,155 
266,840 


$    590,121 

$1,430,116 

368.130 

250,468 

354,569 


$    863,162 

$1,563,293 

368,891 

553,982 

279,038 


Third  quarter  ..  $    916,991        $   973,157       $1,201,911 

October  .  . 
November  . 
December    . 


Fourth  quarter 
Last  six  months 
ToTAX  of  year  .   . 


296,744 

246,379 

224,906 

140,305 

316,103 

134,032 

256,490 

$    520,716 

$    797.499 

1,493,885 

1,999,400 

2,923,999 

3,562,693 

January    .... 
February     .   .   . 
March 

Entire  Coast. 

$    276  520        $    254,715 
265,190             270,969 
287.377             623.315 

$    483,292 
226,201 
374,335 

First  quarter    . 

April 

May 

June 

$    829.087 

.       226,303 

370,050 

.      652.201 

$1,148,999 
363,568 
300,274 
337,283 

$1,083,831 
439,286 
516,901 

520,881 

Second  quarter    .  $1,248,553 
First  six  months  $2,077,640 
July 1.092.4.34 

$1,001,125 
$2,150,124 

496,919 
570.383 
624.910 

$1,477,068 

$2,560,899 

572.183 

August     .... 
September  .    .  . 

.       443,864 

.       438.367 

717,538 
724,698 

Third  quarter   . 

October    .... 
November  .   ,   . 
December    .   .    . 

.  $1,974,665 
436,442 

$1,692,212 

416,036 
246,315 
280,433 

$2,014,419 

457,882 
400,825 
382,006 

Fourth  quarter 
Last  six  months 
Total  of  year  . 

$    942,784 
2,634,996 
4,785,120 

$1,240,713 
3,255,132 
5,816,031 

Forest  Fire  Leads  to  an  Unusual  Damage  Suit. 

Redwood  City,  October  26.— Suit  was  commenced 
in  the  superior  court  today  by  Sampson  Brothers 
of  this  city  to  recover  $7000  damages  from  William 
Hughes  and  Alexander  Peers.  The  suit  grows  out 
of  the  recent  brush  fires  in  the  hills.  Last  Sep- 
tember, as  alleged  in  plaintiff's  complaint,  a  fire 
originated  on  the  timber  lands  of  defendants,  who 
permitted  it  to  continue,  and  a  northwest  wind 
arising  the  fire  was  driven  to  the  premises  of 
Sampson  Brothers.  The  result  was  that  the  shin- 
gle mill  and  over  2,000.000  shingles  belonging  to  the 
Sampsons  were  destroyed  by  fire.  It  raged  for  sev- 
eral days  and  great  destruction  was  caused  to 
many  lumbermen.  They  also  will  commence  suits 
for  damages.  Hughes  owns  a  mill  and  many  acres 
of  timber  and  is  a  man  of  wealth.  Owing  to  the 
fire  Sampson  Brothers  have  been  financially  ruined 
and  are  unable  to  rebuild.  Under  section  3344  of 
the  Cal.  Political  Code,  every  person  negligently 
suffering  any  fire  to  extend  beyond  his  own  land  is 
liable  in  treble  damages  to  the  party  injured. 


Fire  Notes. 
Georgia  pays  8%  per  cent,  interest  on  its  bonds, 
and  very  naturally  finds  it  necessary  to  compel  in- 
surance companies  to  buy  and  deposit  $10,000 
"worth"  of  them  as  a  condition  of  doing  business 
in  the  state. 

Explosion  liability  appears  to  exist  under 
fire  policies  covering  property  damaged  by  fire  and 
explosion  in  the  Warren  street  drug  store  blaze  in 
New  York.  Adjoining  buildings  and  plate  glass 
over  a  large  area  were  damaged  by  gas  explosions. 

London's  new  fire  boat  is  designed  to  lift  1350 
gallons  of  water  to  a  height  350  feet  per  minute, 
and  to  propel  itself  backwards,  forwards  or  side- 
ways by  the  strength  of  its  own  water  jet;  also,  to 
sink  burning  ships,  and  later  pump  them  out  again 
and  raise  them. 

The  Manhattan  Fire  has  issued  the  following 
circular  letter:  We  wish  to  advise  you  that  the 
Manhattan  Fii-e  Insurance  Company  will  hereafter 
accept  business  at  tariff  rates  only.  While  any 
reduction  in  tariff  may  be  of  temporary  advantage 
it  can  have  but  one  ultimate  result.  The  agent's 
income  is  reduced,  the  inducements  to  capital  are 
gone  and  confidence  in  the  indemnity  offered  is 
lost.  The  business  man  looks  upon  his  fire  insur- 
ance policy  in  the  same  light  as  his  warranty  deed. 
We  believe  conservatism  will  be  respected  and 
patronized.  Ourrequestupon  first  thought  appears 
arbitrary,  but  reflection  on  your  part  we  are  sure 
will  justify  the  position  taken. 


5SS 


The   Coast   Re\)ievP 


Mutual  Fire  Liability. 

Nebraska  mutuals  i-epresented  tliat 
though  full  payment  of  losses  was  prom- 
ised, the  rate  of  assessment  was  fixed  or 
limited. 

Auditor  of  State  Cornell  has  taken  a 
hand  in  the  discussion.  He  says  that 
under  the  law  the  promise  that  the  rate 
of  assessment  can  not  be  definitely  fixed, 
together  with  the  promise  that  losses 
shall  be  paid  in  full,  is  obtaining  business 
under  misrepresentation,  and  the  officers 
should  be  held  pei-sonally  liable  for  any 
damages. 

With  the  possible  benefits  of  mutuality 
in  fire  insurance  there  must  also  be 
mutual  liability  for  excess  losses  and  ex- 
penses. This  is  the  joker  in  the  contract. 
Moral:  beware  of  mutual  fire  insurance, 
not  excepting  church  mutuals  either. 


Fire  Offices   Retired   from    the    Coast   in  the 
Past  Decade. 

The  following- companies  have  retired  from 
the  Pacific  Coast  in  the  past  ten  years,  as 
recorded  in  the  Coast  Review  Insurance 
Chart. .  The  years  given  are  those  of  the 
Chart,  and  cover  substantially  the  last  six 
months  of  the  preceding  year  and  the  first 
six  months  succeeding.  The  winding-up,  duly 
recorded,  often  occurred  in  subsequent  years  : 

1890.— 

Exchange,  New  York,  reinsured  and  wound  up. 
Long  Island,  New  York,  reinsured  and  wound  up. 
Milwaukee  Mechanics,  Milwaukee  (returned). 
North  American,  Boston. 
Pacific,  Portland,  reinsured  and  wound  up. 
South  British,  New  Zealand. 
Syndicate,  Minn.,  wound  up. 
Union,  New  Zealand,  reinsured  and  wound  up. 
1891.— 

Anglo-Nevada,   San  Francisco,   reinsured   and 

wound  up. 
Commercial,    San    Francisco,  reinsured     and 

wound  up. 
Citizens,  St.  Louis. 

Denver,  Denver,  Colo.,  reinsured  and  wound  up. 
Sun  Mutual,  New  Orleans. 
Straits,  Singapore. 
1892.— 

Alta,  Stockton,  Cal.,  reinsured  and  wound  up. 
Amazon,  Cincinnati,  reinsured  and  wound  up. 
Armstrong,  New  York, reinsured  and  woundup. 
California,  San  Francisco,  reinsured  and  wound 

up. 
Citizens,  Cincinnati,  reinsured  and  wound  up. 
City  of  London,  Eng.,  reinsured  and  wound  up. 
Columbia,  Portland,  reinsured  and  wound  up. 


Fire  Association  of  New  York,  reinsured  and 

wound  up. 
German,  Freeport  (, returned). 
Hekla,  St.  Paul,  reinsured  and  wound  up. 
Knoxvllle,    Knoxvllle,    Tenn.,    reinsured    and 

wound  up. 
Liberty,  New  York,  reinsured  and  wound  up. 
North  Pacific,  Tacoma,  Wash.,, failed. 
Southern  California,  Los-   Angeles,    reinsured 

and  wound  up. 
St.  Paul  German,  Minn.,  failed. 
Union.  San  Francisco,  absorbed  and  wound  up. 
1893.— 

AUemanla,  Pittsburg. 

Buffalo  German,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

Economic,  London,  failed. 

Germanla,  New  Orleans. 

General,  London,  reinsured  and  fire  department 

wound  up. 
Jersey  City,  Jersy  City,  N.  J.,  wound  up. 
Michigan,  Detroit,  wound  up. 
National,  New  York,  wound  up. 
Newark,  Newark,  N.  J. 
New  York  Bowery,  New  York,  wound  up. 
Oregon,  Portland,  reinsured  and  wound  up. 
Security,  New  Haven. 
Scania,  Sweden. 
1894.—    , 

American,  Boston  (returned). 
Boylston,  Boston,  reinsured  and  wound  up. 
Columbia,  Louisville,  Ky..  failed. 
Flremens,  Baltimore. 
German,  Pittsburg. 
Granite  State,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 
Manufacturers  and  Builders,  New  York,  rein- 
sured and  wound  up. 
New  Hampshire.  Manchester  (returned). 
Oakland  Home,  Oakland,  Cal..  reinsured   and 

wound  up. 
Peoples,  Manchester,  failed. 
Reading,  Reading,  Pa. 
Rochester  German,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
Southern,  New  Orleans. 
State  Investment,  San  Francisco,  failed. 
1895.— 

Farragut,  New  York. 

Flremens,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Guardian,  London. 

Hamburg-Magdeburg.  Germany,  reinsured. 

Mutual  Fire,  New   York  (became  Manhattan 

later). 
National,  Ireland. 

Northwest,  Portland,  reinsured  and  wound  up. 
Spring  Garden,  Philadelphia. 
1896.- 

Agricultural,  New  York  (returned). 
American,  New  York  (returned). 
Broadway,  New  York.    Since  retired. 
Delaware,  Philadelphia  (returned). 
Flremens,  Baltimoi'e. 
Germania,  New  York  (returned). 
Girard,  Philadelphia  (returned). 
Glens  Falls,  Glens  Falls,  N.  Y.  (returned). 
Merchants,  Newark,  N.  J.  (returned). 
Niagara,  New  York  (returned) 


PUTTING  YOUR  BUSINESS  IN 
SOME  COMPANIES  IS  LIKE 


^^. 


K66Dlno  your  Mon6ii  and  Valuables  in  a 
rasi.6Doard  Dox  instead  ot  a  Modern  Sale 

WHEN  YOU  HAVE  BOTH  IN  YOUR  OFFICE. 

YOU  CANNOT  AFFORD  IN  THE  LONG  RUN  TO  GIVE  YOUR  CUSTOMERS  ANYTHING    BUT 
THE  BEST  INDEMNITY  OBTAINABLE,  AND  THAT  IS  A  CONTINENTAL  POLICY. 


TEN 

ASSETS  OVER 

MILLIONS    OF 

$10,000,000 

DOLLARS 

RESERVE  FOR  UNEARNED  PREMIUMS  OVER 

FOUR  MILLIONS  OF  DOLLARS 

$4,000,000 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS  (including  Cash  Capital 
$1,000,000)  OVER 

FIVE  MILLIONS  OF  DOLLARS 

$5,000,000 

Our  Special  Agents  pay  Pacific  Coast  Losses  by  sight  drafts  on  Crocker-Woolworth  Bank, 

San  Francisco. 


Continental 

Tire  Insurance  Company  of  new  vork 

WESTERN    DEPARTMENT  (including  Pacific  Coast)   RIALTO  BL'DG,   CHICAGO,    ILL. 

GEO.  E.  KLINE,  General  Manager.  C.  R.  TUTTLE,  Assistant  General  Manager. 

PACIFIC  COAST  SPECIAL  AGENTS  : 

CAt.ifuKNiA—  Washington,  Oregon  AND  Idaho— 

I).  W.  GRA  VES,  P.  O.  BOX  2536,  W.   A."  WILLIAMS,  P.  O.  Box  75"^ 

San  Francisco.  fortiana,  ure. 


Coi.,oRADo,  Wyoming,  Utah,  New  Mexico 
AND  Montana 
F,  P.  WILSON.  P.  O.  Box  ^.  ^.  H  RHOAUS.  P  O.  Box  ,433,        ' 

^   ■   '     '"  Denver.  Colo. 
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Pacific,  New  York. 

Patriotic,  Dublin. 

Phenix,  Brooklyn   (ceased  writing  to  resume 

later). 
Sun,  San  Francisco,  reinsured  and  wound  up. 
State,  Salem,  Or.,  failed. 
Teutonia,  New  Orleans  (returned  1. 
Traders,  Chicago  (returned). 
United  Firemens,  Philadelphia. 
United  States,  New  York  (returned). 
1897.— 

None.  But  several  offices  temporarily  abolished 
their  Coast  departments,  retaining  only  a 
San  Francisco  city  representation. 
1898.— 

None. 
1899.— 

Manhattan,  New  York,    temporarily   retired, 
owing  to  change  of  management  (returned). 


Better  Fire  Service  at  Less  Expense. 
In  an  article   on    "Business  Sense   in  City 
Management,"     Mayor    Hayes  of  Baltimore 
says,  in  the  Saturday  Evening?  Post : 

Take  the  fire  department  as  another  illustration 
of  real  competition  and  of  the  largest  publicity. 
Without' going  into  details  I  need  simply  state 
that  the  department  has  not  yet  spent  one-half  of 
its  appropriation,  and  it  will  end  its  fiscal  year 
with  a  surplus  of  thirty-three  per  cent,  on  an  orig- 
inal appropriation  that  was  reduced  from  the  first 
estimates.  The  other  day  the  question  of  hose 
came  up,  and  we  suspected,  whether  wrongly  or 
not  I  do  not  care  to  state,  that  influences  were  at 
work  in  favor  of  certainbidders.  The  hose  usually 
heretofore  bought  cost  one  dollar.  We— 1  mean  by 
that  the  board  of  awards — took  the  matter  away 
from  the  fire  department,  and  got  as  good  an  art- 
icle for  sixty-seven  cents,  saving  several  thousand 
dollars  to  the  tax-payers. 


Alterations  in  San  Francisco  Theaters, 

The  board  of  public  works  and  the  fire 
vrai'dens  of  San  Francisco  held  a  joint  meet- 
ing, November  8.  Fire  Marshal  Towe  and 
Chief  Engineer  Sullivan  were  also  present. 
It  was  decided  that  the  managers  of  the 
theaters  must  make  all  the  alterations  here- 
tofore ordered  by  the  board.  The  Tivoli  was 
given  three  months'  time;  the  Columbia,  two 
months;  Morosco's  (Grand),  the  Orpheum, 
and  the  Alcazar,  a  month  and  a  half;  and  the 
Alhambra  must  make  required  changes  at 
once.  On  the  advice  of  the  fire  wardens,  the 
Grand,  Tivoli  and  Orpheum  must  construct 
fire  escapes  and  standpipes.  The  fire-proof 
partition  in  the  Grand  and  the  fire-proof 
proscenium  wall  in  the  Alcazar  must  be  com- 
pleted by  March  15  next.  The  Alta  (Grove 
St.)  must  also  meet  all  requirements.     Since 


last  March  firemen   have  been  in  attendance 
at  every  performance. 

All  these  changes  will  increase  the  life  pro- 
tective conditions  of  these  theaters,  and  will 
in  some  degree  diminish  the  fire  hazard. 
San  Francisco  has  been  very  fortunate  as  re- 
gards theater  fires.  The  Coast  Review  has 
always  declined  to  play  the  role  of  an  alarm- 
ist. While  there  has  always  been  danger  to 
life,  this  danger  has  been  exaggerated  by 
sensational  writers.  Not  in  twenty  years  or 
more  has  there  been  a  theater  fire  in  San 
Francisco.  Think  of  the  money  lost  by  cautious 
underwriting  which  refused  to  write  on  such 
risks.  It  is  true  that  some  eighteen  years 
ago  the  Winter  Garden  burned  ;  but  that  was 
a  barn  with  a  beer-drinking  cheap  opera. 
The  fire  originated  late  at  night.  The  Bald- 
win theater  burned  with  the  hotel,  but  the 
fire  originated  in  the  restaurant  kitchen. 
The  old  deserted  Bush-street  theater  burned, 
but  there  was  no  theater  performance  or 
troupe  there.  Electricity  for  lights,  the 
absence  of  heating  fires,  the  mild  tempera- 
ture which  does  not  send  employes  huddling 
about  a  redhot  stove,  unite  in  conditions 
favorable  to  the  absence  of  accidental  blazes 
and  also  their  discovery  in  incipiency.  The 
physical  hazard  of  the  theaters  of  San  Fran- 
cisco we  believe  to  have  always  been  excep- 
tionally good.  Like  the  expected  "great  con- 
flagration," the  expected  "theater  fire"  has 
long  been  overdue  in  San  Francisco. 


Acetylene  Gas  Machine  Explodes  in    Oregon. 

ONE  MAN   KILLED.      MACHINE  HAD  NOT  BEEN  USED 
FOR  SEVERAL  MONTHS. 

Albany,  Oct.  11.— (Special  to  The  Telegram.)— 
While  removing  an  acetylene  gas  machine  from 
the  basement  of  the  Apex  saloon  this  morning,  at 
10:35,  an  explosion  occurred,  killing  S.  Stoltz,  a 
tinner,  and  injuring  Fred  Reese,  proprietor  of  the 
saloon.  Stoltz,  accompanied  by  Reese,  went  into 
the  basement  with  a  lighted  candle,  as  they 
thought  the  gas  machine  was  empty.  It  had  not 
been  used  for  several  months,  and  when  Stoltz  re- 
moved the  cover  from  the  can  the  explosion  took 
place.  A  piece  of  the  tank  struck  Stoltz  near  the 
heart,  making  a  large  hole,  and  he  lived  only  a  few 
minutes.  Reese  is  seriously  injured  about  the 
head,  but  may  recover.  Stoltz  leaves  a  wife,  and 
carried  no  insurance. 


London.— Manager  Geo.  H.  Burnett  of  the 
fire  department  of  the  North  British  &  Mer- 
cantile has  resolved  to  retire  soon.  Mr.  Bur- 
nett is  65  years  old  and  has  been  manager  of 
the  fire  department  since  1872. 
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PACIFIC  COAST  FIRE  STATISTICS. 

Tuble  of  California  Jiusiness  from  1S7 1  to  1899  inclusive. 


Amount 

Average 

1 

Tear.                           Written                            Premiums. 

Rate. 

Losses.                   1 

1871  . 

.   .    .    .    $     185,218,963    ....      $     1,994,522      . 

.    .         1.08      . 

.    $    1,201,612      .    .    . 

1872  . 

200,178,417    .    . 

2,388,543      • 

.    .         1.19      . 

667,704          .    . 

1873- 

184,545,576    .    . 

2,926,632 

.    .         1.58      . 

777,718      .    .    ■ 

1874. 

197.432,160 

3,139,679      • 

■    •        1-59 

7.83,3oi3      ■    ■    • 

1875- 

221,653,672    .    . 

3,493,381      ■ 

.    .        1. 58      • 

987,966      .    .    . 

1876. 

237,013,037    .    . 

3,711,618      . 

•    •        1-57      • 

1,269,397      •    •    • 

1877. 

256,893,278    .    . 

•    :            3,933.920      . 

•    •        1-53      • 

1,219,900      .    .    . 

1878. 

238,639,041     .    . 

-    •            3,539,521      . 

1.48      . 

.    .           921,224      .    .    . 

1879. 

228,964,659    .    . 

3,433,004      . 

■    .         1-50      ■ 

1,110,344      •    • 

1880. 

252,179,530    .    . 

.    .            3,620,266 

1-43 

.    .        1,175,671      •    •    ■ 

1881  . 

261,342,913    .    . 

3,812,436      . 

.    .        1.46      . 

1,268,914      .    .    . 

1882  . 

268,596,247    .    . 

•    ■            4,038,582 

1.50      . 

.    .        1,612,969      .    .    . 

1883. 

278,872,257    .    . 

.    .            4,191,821 

I  50     . 

.    .        1,639,818      . 

1884  . 

296,648,973    .    . 

.    .            4,538,062 

1.52      . 

•    •        1,295,594      •    •    • 

1885. 

282,301,595    .    . 

•    •            4,540,883 

.    .        1.60 

2,033,257      . 

1886 

308,521,499    .    . 

•    •            5,185,772      . 

.    ,         1.68      . 

•    •        2,654,371 

1887  . 

327,910,952 

•    ■            5,590,354      ■ 

.    .        1.71      . 

2,101,483 

1888. 

352,831,786    .    . 

.    .            6,097,041 

■    •        1-73      • 

.    .        3,048,030          .    . 

1889. 

352,179,523    ■    • 

•    •            6,158,754 

■    •        1-75      • 

.    .        2,572,002      .    .    . 

1890  . 

368,611,365 

•    •            6,303,324      . 

.    .         1.71      . 

■    •        2,753,392      .    .    . 

1 891  . 

378,529,166    .    . 

.    .            6,669,998 

.    .        1.76      . 

.    .        2,408,156      .    .    . 

1892  . 

397,. 383, 091    •    • 

6,975,185 

.    .        1.76      . 

.    .        2,715,820      .    .    . 

1893- 

388,435,963    ■    • 

.    .            6,782,158 

■    ■        1-75     • 

.    .        2,668,721      .    .    . 

1894. 

377,813,892    .    . 

■    •            6,336,734 

.    .        1.68      . 

.    .        2,815,671      .    .    . 

1895- 

358,739,159    •    ■ 

•    •            4,704,584 

■    .        I-3I      • 

.    .        2,850,672      .    . 

1896. 

336,3.34,238 

•    ■            3,817,316 

1.13      . 

■    •        2,645,397      .    .    . 

1897. 

325,296.808    .    . 

■    •            4,756,669 

.    .        1.46      . 

.    .        2,619,417      .    .    . 

1898. 

452,645,344    .    . 

•    •     ■       6,651,945 

•    ■        1-47      ■ 

•    •        3,562,703      •    ■    • 

1899. 

380,501,771    ....            5,612,697 

.    .    .        1.48 

•    •        2,923,999      .    .    . 

$8,696,214,875                     $134,945,401 

1-55 

$56,305,225 

Total  Coast  Business  from  IS 

SO  to  1H99  incl 

isive. 

Amount 

Average 

Year.                          Written                             Premiums. 

Rate. 

Lossess. 

1880      ....    $    298,154,691    .    . 

•      $    4,655,172      . 

1.56      .    . 

■      $  1,673,344      •    •    • 

1881  . 

312,840,897    .    . 

4.938.327      • 

1.57      .    . 

1,750,755      ■    • 

1882. 

337,002,517    .    . 

5,534,519      • 

1 .  64 

2,719.938      .    .    . 

1883  . 

367,903,649    •    • 

6,057,473      . 

1.64 

2,655,051      .    .    . 

1884  . 

•    •          377,208,984    .    . 

6,373,976      . 

1.68      .    . 

2,351,787      .    .    . 

1885  . 

.    .          362,110,448    .    . 

6,341,697      . 

■    .          1-75      •    ■ 

2,730,468      .    .    . 

1886. 

388,963,118    .    . 

7,144,565      . 

.    .          1.86      . 

3,646,627      . 

1887. 

•    ■          424,457,-338    •    • 

7,785,600 

1.83      . 

2,943,829      .    .    . 

1888. 

.    ■          459,272,074    .    . 

8,557,922      . 

.    .          1.86      .    . 

3,989,480      .    .    . 

1889  . 

.    .          496,296,825    .    . 

9,662,575      .. 

1.94      .    . 

8,027,335      .    .    . 

1890  . 

■    •          543,974,567    •    • 

10,471.838      . 

1.92      . 

4,429,862      .    .    . 

1891  . 

.    .          582,463,365    ■    • 

11,635,793      • 

■    •          1-99      ■ 

4,305,884      .    . 

1892  . 

.    .          612,981,652    .    . 

12,146,568      . 

1.97      . 

5,348,282         .    . 

1893. 

.    .          582,904,562    .    . 

11,412,818 

•    •          1-94 

4,890,915      .    .    . 

1894. 

.    .          568,492,813    .    . 

10,474,057 

1.84      .    . 

5,198,227          .    . 

1895 

.    .          564,096,039,  .    . 

8,609,500 

1.52      . 

4,621,583      .    .    . 

1896  . 

.    .          528,847,234    .    . 

7,717,439 

.    .          1.46      .    . 

4,3.57,797      •    •    • 

1897 

514,471,396    .    . 

8.738,211      . 

.    .          1.70      . 

4,196,329      .    . 

1898. 

....          690,943,222    .    . 

11,566,696 

.    .          1.67      . 

6,065,001      .    .    . 

1899. 

•           •          633,711,038    .    . 

10,822,675 

1.71      . 

5,080,692      .    .    . 

$9,647,096,429 

$170,647,421 

1.77 

$80,983,186 

47-5 
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California   Husiiiesn  J'roin    ISlt  to  ISiHf  iticlitsire. 


Year. 

Attil.  in  Force. 

1871  .  . 

$   132,195,163  . 

1872   . 

156,376,531  •  ■ 

1873   • 

153,174,086 

1874.  . 

169,864,194 

1875.  . 

192,637,312  .  . 

1876  .  . 

213,988,443 

1877. 

232,320,906 

1878.  . 

237,698,134  .  . 

1879. 

225,664,839 

1880 

248,403,225   . 

188 1  . 

256,358,645 

1882  . 

272,975,685 

1883 

289,745,367 

1884 

311,140,703  . 

1885.  . 

322,201,875  .  . 

LosseK. 

Ratio. 

1,201,612 

.90 

667,704  . 

•43 

777,718  . 

■51 

783,303 

.46 

987,966  . 

•51 

1,269,397  . 

•59 

1,219,900  . 

•53 

921,224  . 

•39 

1,110,344  . 

•49 

1,175,671  ■ 

.48 

1,268,914  . 

•49 

1,612,969  . 

•59 

1,639,818  . 

•56 

1,295,594  • 

■   -41 

2,033,257  • 

•63 

Year. 
1886 
1887 
1888  , 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 

1893 
1894 

1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 


Amt.  in  Force. 

$347,055,792  . 
376,911,287 
416,770,780  . 
422,673,226 
437,101,547 
473,761,432 
515,553,846 
518,297,355 
503,678,847 
501,837,870  . 
559,132,407 
568,155,521 
598,197,827 
581,234.881 

$10,235,107,726 


Losses. 
$2,654,371 
2,101,483 
3,048,030 
2,572,002 
2,753,392 
2,408,156 
2,715,820 
2,668,721 
2,815,671 
2,850,672 

2,645,397 
2,619,417 
3,562,703  . 
2,923-999 

^56,305,225 


Ratio. 

•  ^76 
■  ^56 
•73 
.61 
•61 
•51 
•52 
•51 
•55 
•55 
•47 
•46 
•59 
•50 

•55 


Gasoline  Explosion  at  St.  Paul  Fire. 

At  the  fire  in  St.  Paul,  October  21,  four 
firemen  were  killed  by  fallingr  floors.  Accord- 
ing to  a  press  dispatch,  200  gallons  of  gasoline 
exploded  and  caused  the  swift  destruction 
and  loss  of  life.  The  McCormiclc  agricultural 
machine  company,  carrying  its  own  insurance, 
lost  $100,000.  Other  losses,  covered  by  insur- 
ance, amounted  to  $40,000.  Another  fire,  with 
$60,000  loss,  occurred  in  the  Chicago  plant  of 
the  McCormiclc  company.  No  insurance  was 
carried  by  either  house. 


The  "Towel  Washing"  burlesque  printed 
in  an  English  contemporary  several  years  ago 
was  reprinted  by  this  journal  at  that  time. 
Last  month  we  again  reprinted  it.  If  you  did 
not  read  it,  take  up  the  October  book  and 
turn  to  page  550,  and  have  a  good  laugh.  It 
is  a  clean  skit,  and  is  based  on  facts.  In  not 
a  few  home  offices  there  are  martinets  in 
authority— clerks,  sub-managers,  even  man- 
agers —  who  waste  their  time  and  the 
company's  money  by  a  silly  attention  to 
trifling  details  of  the  management  of  distant 
departments  or  general  agencies.  Nothing 
is  too  insignificant  for  them.  The  stamp  ac- 
count, the  window-cleaning,  the  janitor's  bill, 
the  towel-washing,  the  purchase  of  a  chair, 
or  the  employment  of  a  messenger  boy— in 
Winnipeg,  Singapore,  Calcutta,  Sydney  or  San 
Francisco.  It  is  long  range  underwriting  ad 
nauseam.  One  manager,  executive  secretary, 
or  underwriter  in  chief,  in  receipt  of  a  big 
salary,  wrote  to  a  manager  sixteen  thousand 
miles  away. somewhat  as  follows:  "We  note 
with  surprise  and  regi-et  that  you  have  re- 
moved  Mr.   Brown  and   given   him   another 


position.  We  have  not  been  favored  with 
reasons  for  this  action,  we  are  sorry  to  be 
compelled  to  remind  you.  Mr.  Brown's  work 
has  always  given  good  satisfaction  at  this 
office,  and  it  seems  a  pity  to  replace  him  with 
a  clerk  without  experience  at  that  desk." 
Talk  about  "hot  air,"  but  wouldn't  that  "jar 
you"  ?  Mr.  Brown  was  a  faithful  clerk  draw- 
ing $75  a  month.  He  had  long  been  entitled 
to  promotion,  and  was  given  it  at  the  first  op- 
portunity. But  the  eagle  brain  and  massive 
eye  of  the  home  office  detected  this  serious 
irregularity  at  once,  and  demanded  an  ex- 
planation. Here  is  another  example:  "We 
note  that  on  October  1  you  mailed  us  two  let- 
ters in  separate  envelopes.  Had  you  waited 
until  late  in  the  day  before  mailing  the  first 
letter  you  could  have  mailed  both  com- 
munications under  one  cover,  and  would 
thereby  have  saved  postage." 

Another  Mutual  in  Trouble. 

The  Manufacturers  &  Merchants  Mutual  of 
Rockford,  111.,  is  in  serious  trouble,  and  will 
doubtless  retire  soon  if  the  members  do  not 
immediately  pay  the  big  assessments  levied 
by  the  secretary.  Even  those  who  are  mem- 
bers under  a  non-assessable  clause  have  been 
assessed. 

Stock  companies  with  reinsurance  contracts 
have  likewise  been  assessed.  The  mutual 
policyholders  will  be  assessed  five  times  the 
annual  premium;  cash  policyholders,  who 
waived  dividends,  will  be  assessed  three 
times  the  annual  premium. 

Moral:  beware  of  any  fire  mutual,  no  mat- 
ter what  the  name,  the  references  or  the  cir- 
cumstances. The  member  assumes  large 
liabilities. 
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Locals'  Device   for  Evading  Payment. 

Among  the  irregulai'practiceson  the  part  of 
local  agents,  one  of  the  most  pernicious  is  that 
of  canceling  at  pro  rate  in  one  company  and 
rewriting  in  another  for  the  sake  of  gaining 
time  in  making  payments  to  the  company,  or 
for  the  purpose  of  confiscating  a  part  of  the 
companj^  premium  by  notifying  the  company, 
"cancelled  for  non-payment  of  premium." 

Experienced  special  agents  always  become 
suspicious  when  the  newly-appointed  agent 
sends  in  a  large  batch  of  business  at  once.  It 
savors  of  a  cancellation  of  some  other  com- 
pany's businessand  thusrelieviug  theagentof 
the  necessity  of  paying  his  balance  by  the  re- 
turn to  the  company  of  its  policies. 

The  new  company  comes  along  and  shoulders 
the  burden  of  indebtedness,  of  which  in  all 
probability  it  will  never  be  relieved,  especially 
if  the  agent'has  collected  and  used  up  the 
premiums  as  paid  on  the  original  policies. 

At  Dayton  recently  an  agent  who  was  being 
pressed  by  a  company  for  its  balance  canceled 
the  entire  business,  took  the  agency  of  another 
companjT,  and  rewrote  and  reported  the  busi- 
ness in  a  lump.  The  company  will  probably 
not  get  its  balance  either  in  the  near  or  dis- 
tant future. 

A  number  of  complications  were  recently 
evolved  in  the  case  at  Cincinnati  of  an  agency 
which  assigned.  Two  days  before  the  assign- 
ment it  placed  with  another  agent  about  $100 
in  pi-emiums.  The  policies  were  issued,  but 
as  soon  as  the  assignment  became  known  the 
agent  went  to  each  of  the  assured  and  tried  to 
either  secure  the  policj'  or  a  promise  topaj'  the 
premium  direct  to  him  instead  of  the  assigned 
firm  who  had  brokered  it  with  him.  To  his 
surprise  he  found  that  in  some  cases  the  as- 
sured claimed  he  did  not  know  the  placing 
agent,  but  mentioned  that  he  had  given  the 
business  to  another  large  agency. 

It  develops  that  the  agency,  being  on  the 
verge  of  assignment,  and  hard-pushed  for  a 
settlement  on  the  part  of  the  large  agency 
aforesaid,  agreed  to  take  some  business  and 
place  it,  thus  settling  the  indebtedness.  In  this 
way  the  indebtedness  of  the  irresponsible  con- 
cern was  shifted  from  one  agency  to  another. 
The  agent  who  took  on  the  burden  protested 
however,  and  set  about  to  circumvent  the 
scheme.  He  first  notified  the  assured  to  pay 
direct.  This  the  assured  refused  to  do  and 
claimed  he  would  recognize  none  but  the  agency 
to  which  he  gave  his  insurance.  The  agent 
then  notified  him  of  cancellation,  but  the  as- 
sured insisted  on  the  five  days,  in  the  mean- 
time making  payment  to  his  regular  agent.  He 
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then  refused  to  give  up  the  policy  unless  the 
agent  tendered  him  the  return  premium,  to 
which  reply  was  made  that  the  company  had 
never  received  the  premium  and  that  the  as- 
sured had  been  duly  notified  not  to  pay  any 
one  but  the  agent  of  the  company  issuing  the 
policy.  The  assured  stood  his  grounds  and  still 
holds  the  policy. 

While  undoubtedly  both  the  broker  agent 
and  the  dummy  placer  acted  as  agents  of  the 
assured,  yet  the  agent  of  thecompany  acted  as 
such  in  issuing  the  policy  and  he  cannot  cancel 
it  without  tenderingthe  return  premium.  His 
only  recourse,  it  would  seem,  is  to  bring  action 
either  against  the  assured  direct  because  of 
connivance  in  the  scheme,  or  against  the  agents 
for  securing  his.policies  under  false  pretenses. 
Apparently,  however,  the  assured  and  the 
two  brokei'  agents  have  the  best  of  it. — West- 
ern Underwriter. 

Loss  per  Hundred  at  Risk. 

The  records  of  the  states  in  1899  as  'areas 
of  combustion'  are  shown  in  detail  in  the  ap- 
pended table : 


Loss  per  JlOO 
of  IJisk. 


Loss  per  $100 
of  liisk. 


Indian  Territory  $2.iY,)  Louisiana  ...      $  .(i.S 

Arizona 1.61  Delaware      ...      .67 

North  Dakota     .    1.59  Kansas  ...  .64 

Idaho 1.38  Virginia    ....      .64 

New  Mexico    .    .    1.32  Nevada 62 

Tennessee    .    .    .    1.29  Wisconsin     .    .    .      .62 

Arkansas  .       .    .    1.02  Missouri 61 

Vermont    ....    1.01  Nebraska 61 

Mississippi  .    .    .      .92  North  Carolina  .      .61 

Texas 91  Michigan   ...         .60 

Alabama 87  Wyoming lO 

Colorado 86  South  Carolina  .      .58 

Florida 86  Indiana 57 

Minnesota    ...      .85  Oregon .57 

Maine S3  Montana        .    .    .      .53 

South  Dakota     .      .81  Alaska 52 

Ohio 80  Massachusetts    .      .51 

Washington     .    .      .79  New  York     ...      .51 

California     .    .  .77  Rhode  Island  .    .      .44 

West  Virginia    .      .76  Connecticut     .   .      .41 

Illinois 73  New  Jersey     .    .      .39 

Georgia 72  Utah 37 

Pennsylvania     .      .71  Oklahoma     .    .    .      .33 

New    Hampshire     .70  Maryland 32 

Iowa    ; 70  Dist.  of  Columbia    .31 

(Average  United  States,  48>.<  cents  per  $100 
insured.)— Insurance  Pre.«s. 


"Thrift"  charges  J.  Frank  Edmonds  with 
piracy  from  "They  Say,"  published  in  1896. 
The  deadlyparallel  is  drawn.  Probably  it  was 
merely  a  case  of  "unconscious  cerebration." 


The  Expense  of  the  Insurance  Business. 

The  following  is  from  a  pamphlet  prepared 
by  a  special  committee  of  the  National  Board 
of  Fire  Underwriters : 

It  is,  perhaps,  not  unnatural  that  property 
owners,  having  in  mind  only  the  simple  pro- 
cess of  writing  a  policy  of  insurance  by  an 
agent  of  an  insurance  company  and  the  deliv- 
ery of  it  by  him  to  the  assured  or  property 
owner,  should  regard  the  expense  of  transact- 
ing the  business  as  merely  nominal.  They 
ovei'look  the  fact  that  a  greater  number  of 
persons  of  various  qualifications  must  be  em- 
ployed and  remunerated  before  the  policy  of 
insurance  can  be  written  and  delivered  by 
the  agent,  and  that  the  percentage  of 
the  premium  required  to  pay  the  expenses 
of  the  business  (about  35  per  cent.)  is 
not  greater  than  that  involved  in  the  sale 
of  merchandise,  a  piece  of  calico,  for  ex- 
ample, which  includes  the  profit  to  the  planter 
who  raises  the  cotton;  to  the  compress  that 
presses  it;  to  the  commission  merchant  who 
sells  it :  to  the  common  carrier  that  carries  it 
to  the  mill;  to  the  mill  owner  who  manufact- 
ures it  into  cloth,  including  his  operatives;  to 
the  dye  and  print  establishment  that  prints 
it;  to  the  commission  merchant  in  the  distri- 
buting center  of  a  great  city  who  sells  it;  to 
the  wholesale  merchant,  who,  in  turn  sells  it 
to  the  retailer,  who  in  turn  delivers  it  to  the 
consumer.  All  of  these  processes  involve  sep- 
arate remunerations  and  an  aggi'egate  per- 
centage of  expenses  fully  equal  to  that  of  the 
insurance  business,  which  requires  the  ag<  nt 
in  the  tovvn,  who  writes  and  delivers  the 
policy  of  insurance;  the  expert  who  inspects 
the  building  from  time  to  time  during  the 
term  of  the  policy;  the  rating  expert  who 
fixes  the  rate,  recognizing  every  point  of  con- 
struction, occupancy  and  environment;  the 
adjuster  who  must  adjust  the  losses;  the  ac- 
countants and  bookkeepers  in  the  offices  of  the 
company,  and,  lastly,  the  executive  officers, 
who  must  employ  all  of  these  men,  supervise 
their  work,  and  attend  to  the  investment  of 
the  assets  and  reserves  of  the  company,  not 
forgetting  office  rent,  stationei-j',  blank  books, 
printing,  postage,  and  last,  but  not  least, 
taxes — the  latter  seldom  less  than  two  and  a 
half  per  cent,  of  the  premium,  to  be  paid 
whether  thecompany  makes  money  or  not.  So 
that  it  is  doubtful  if  any  business  involves 
greater  necessary  outlay  or  requires  higher 
executive  ability  or  a  broader  education  as  to 
the  methods  and  hazards  of  all  other  occupa- 
tions. 
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Death  of  Manager  William  H.  Cunningham. 

The  Western  manager  of  the  Fire  As- 
sociation of  Philadelphia,  Wm.  H.  Cun- 
ningham, died  at  his  home  in  Chicago  on 
the  28th  of  October.  The  deceased  was  a 
successful  underwriter  and  a  genial  g'en- 
tleman,  with  a  host  of  personal  and  pro- 
fessional friends  who  sincerely  mourn 
his  death.     Mr.  Cunningham  visited  San 


The  Late  Wni.  H.  Cunningham. 

Francisco  about  three  years  ago,  and 
it  is  from  a  photograph  taken  here 
that  we  have  had  an  excellent  half-tone 
portrait  made. 

President  E.  C.  Irvin  notitled  the 
agents  of  the  company  of  the  death  of  the 
Western  manager,  in  a  circular  letter 
from  which  we  make  the  following  ex- 
tracts: 

"Mr.  Cunningham  was  connected  with  this 
association  as  general  agent  and  Western 
manager  for  twenty-eight  years,  and  his 
death  is  a  great  loss  to  the  Fire  Association,  a 
loss  to  you,  to  the  insurance  fraternity  at 
large,  and  to  his  many  personal  friends,  and 
the  world  is  poorer  to-day  for  his  departure. 

"Although  fii-m  and  steadfast  in  his  convic- 
tions of  justice  and  truth,  with  unswerving 
faithfulness  to  all  the  obligations  of  life,  he 
was  one  of  the  most  kind-hearted,  genial  and 
lovable  men  that  ever  lived. 


"While  we  will  endeavor  to  perpetuate  his 
memory  we  should,  all  .emulate  his  virtues, 
believing  that  fixed  honesty  of  pui-pose  with 
faithful  pei'formance  of  duty  will  live  beyond 
the  unsatisfying  ambitions  of  life  and  the 
dark  shadows  of  death." 

The  underwriters  of  Chicago  held  a 
memorial  meeting  which  filled  the  assem- 
bly room.  Many  spoke,  briefly  but  feel- 
ingly paying  eloquent  tribute  to  the  mem- 
ory of  their  late  associate.  The  commit- 
tee on  resolutions  included  J.  W.  G. 
Cofran,  Thomas  S.  Chard  •  and  others. 
Among  the  floral  offerings  was  one  from 
the  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  of  the 
Pacific. 

The  memorial  was  adopted  by  a  rising 
vote.  The  following  we  take  from  the 
closing  words: 

"Durin?  this  long  period  he  was  conspicuous 
as  an  active  worker  in  the  several  asso(tia- 
tioDs  of  underwriters  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected. His  inimitable  tact,  his  honesty  and 
the  breadth  and  sanity  of  his  judgment  made 
his  influence  weighty  for  good.  Though  his 
position  in  the  forefront  of  his  vocation  was 
recognized  by  all,  he  was  entirely  free  from 
egotism  and  was  a  true  gentleman  in  his  rela- 
tions with  all  classes  and  conditions  of  men. 

"With  his  dear  ones  gathered  round  his  bed, 
here  as  he  wished  he  gently  breathed  his 
last.  And  so  this  earthly  life  is  ended  !  This 
patriot,  who  marched  to  the  music  of  the 
Union,  this  underwriter  whose  counsels  and 
labors  were  a  tower  of  strength,  this  com- 
rade whose  seat  at  every  festal  board  became 
the  head  of  the  table,  this  father  who  made 
his  home  a  heaven,  this  lover  and  beloved  of 
his  fellows,  shall  we  see  him  again?  Doubt 
it  not !" 

Crossed  Wires  Cause  Fires. 

Honolulu,  Oct.  30.— A  wire  of  the  government 
arc-light  street-lighting  system  came  in  contact 
with  an  electric  company's  wire.  Fires  were  im- 
mediately started  all  over  town,  wherever  the  in- 
sulation was  not  of  the  highest  kind,  but  the  dam- 
age was  small.    One  man  was  killed. 


Illinois.— Forty-one  companies  which  paid  $16,- 
0()0  taxes  under  protest  have  enjoined  the  insur- 
ance superintendent  from  paying  the  money  to  the 
state  treasurer.  This  sum  is  the  difference  be- 
tween the  3  percent,  on  gross  and  on  net  premiums, 
the  latter  excluding  amounts  returned  on  canceled 
policiesi.  The  insurance  department  claims  that 
the  percentage  tax  is  payable  on  premiums  re- 
ceived and  not  on  premiums  retained.  The  courts 
will  decide. 
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Strike  Insurance  in  Austria. 
A  number  of  Austrian  manufacturers 
have  recently  formed  an  association  for 
insurance  ag-ainst  strikes,  according  to  the 
consular  report  of  Fredk.  W.  Hossfeld  of 
Trieste.  The  object  of  the  association  is 
to  indemnify  its  members  for  losses  in- 
curred from  unjust  strikes,  whether 
forced,  voluntary  or  sympathetic.  Each 
member  pays  a  weekly  premium  equal  to 
3  or  4  per  cent,  of  his  pay  roll.  The  in- 
demnity is  to  be,  tentatively,  50  per  cent, 
of  the  wages  paid  to  his  employes  for  the 
week  •  next  preceding  the  susjiension  of 
work.  No  indemnity  is  payable,  how- 
ever, if  the  confidential  agents,  appointed 
by  the  association  shall,  after  a  full  in- 
vestigation, find  the  strike  a  justifiable 
one.  It  is  reported  that  a  similar  strike 
indemnity  association,  on  a  smaller  scale, 
has  been  organized  in  Leipsic.  Both  the 
Austrian  and  German  association  recog- 
nize the  possibility  that  strikes  may  be 
justifiable. 


The  Mutual  Reserve  Fund's    Complimentary 
Examination: 

nebraska's  odd  slpellvision — exposlke  of 
its  report  on  mutual  reserve  fund — it 
was  evidently  largely  written  in  the 
association's  office. 

(From  the  Review,  New  York.) 
The  Nebraska  insurance  department  has 
become  involved  in  a  complication  which  has 
made  it  a  laughing  stock.  Underwriters  have 
had  little  respect  for  the  insurance  supervis- 
ion of  that  state,  but  the  exposure  of  its 
"examination"  of  the  Mutual  Reserve  E'und 
Life  Association  has  put  it  in  a  position  which 
is  more  than  ridiculous.  Last  summer  Exam- 
iner W.  B.  Price,  of  the  Nebraska  insurance 
department,  appeared  in  New  York.  A  few 
days  after  he  commenced  an  investigation  of 
the  Mutual  Reserve  Fund  Life  there  was 
published  what  pretended  to  be  the  i-eport  of 
a  thorough  and  complete  examination.  Such 
a  job  properly  performed  would  require  the 
time  of  several  competent  experts  for  two  or 
three  months  at  least.  Mr.  Price's  sworn  re- 
port was  quite  complimentary  to  the  associa- 
tion, so  much  so  that  it  was   hinted    that  its 


literary  style  indicated  that  an  officer  of  the 
company  had  had  a  hand  in  its  preparation. 

It  now  develops  that  the  wording  of  the  doc- 
ument is  almost  exactly  like  a  statement  pub- 
lished by  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Mutual 
Reserve  Fund  one  year  before  the  Nebraska 
visitation.  The  striking  similarity  is  shown 
in  the  parallel  columns  below  : 
Ex/racfs  from  Mutual  Extracts  from  Nebraska 
Reserve  Sfafement.  Exa7)iiners'  Reimrt. 

All  new  business  taken  All  new  business  is- 
by  the  present  manage-  sued  by  the  present 
ment  has  been  upon  a  management  has  been 
sound  and  remunerative  upon  a  sound  and  equit- 
basis.  able  l)asis. 

The  falling  off  in  busi-  The  temporary  falling 
ness  and  in  membership  off  in  business  and  in 
occasioned  by  the  re-ap-  membership  occasioned 
portionment  has  entire-  by  the  reapportionments 
ly  ceased.  of    rates    has    entirely 

The  business  is  sound  ceased.  The  best  evi- 
and  healthy.  The  best  dence  upon  these  points 
evidence  upon  these  is  the  steadiness  and 
points  is  in  the  steadi-  freedom  from  fluctuation 
ness  and  freedom  from  of  the  payments  upon 
fluctuation  of  the  pay-  the  three  completed 
ments  upon  the  three  mortuary  calls  for  the 
completed  mortuary  present  year,  the  figures 
calls  for  the  present  concerning  which  are  as 
year,  the  figures  con-  follows:  *  *  * 
cerning  which,  as  fur-  These  figures  speak  for 
nished  to  the  superin-  themselves,  and  suffl- 
tendent  on  August  25,  ciently  attest  the  stable 
1899,  are  as  follows :    *   *    character    of    the    busi- 

These  figures  speak  for    ness  the  association  now 
themselves,    and    sufti-    has    upon    its    books.— 
ciently  attest  the  sound    Report  of   Examination 
and  enduring  character    by    Insurance     Depart- 
of  the  business  remain-    ment  of  the  state  of  Ne- 
ing   after  the   re-appor-    braska,  page  6. 
tionment    necessary    to 
place    the  old   business 
upon  the  basis  of   ade- 
quate premiums. —State- 
ment   of    the    Board    of 
Directors  of  the  Mutual 
Reserve,  dated  Sept.  27, 
1890,  page  15. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know  what  the 
state  of  Nebraska  charged  the  Mutual  Re- 
serve Fund  Life  for  rehashing  its  old  litera- 
ture and  giving  it  the  official  stamp  of  the 
state  of  Nebraska. 


The  Home  Forum  Fails. 

The  Home  Forum,  an  Illinois  assessment  asso- 
ciation, has  gone  into  the  hands  of  a  receiver. 

The  assets  of  this  fraternal  amount  to  about  J47,- 
000;  the  liabilities  exceed, $317,000  for  death  claims. 

Folks  who  pin  their  faith  to  the  fraternal  form  of 
the  assessment  insurance  fallacy  should  make  a 
note  of  this  fallacj'. 
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Reminiscences, 
It  was  a  good  bit  of*  time  ago  when  the 
writer  first  attended  a  banquet  of  the  Coast 
field  men,  the  Fire  Underwriters'  Association 
of  the  Pacific.  There  were  not  so  many  mem- 
bers then,  and  not  so  many  guests.  This  was 
about  sixteen  years  ago.  The  banquet  was 
up  stairs  at  the  old  Maison  Dore,  in  a  long  and 
narrow  hall.  It  was  a  pleasant  affair,  not  dif- 
fering much  from  the  association's  annual 
events  in  these  times.  The  banquetei's  sang 
"For  He's  a  Jolly  Good  Fellow"  then  also. 
Perhaps  there  was  a  little  more  "shop"  in  the 
speeches;  the  Pacific  Union  was  not  then  in 
existence.  There  were  managers  and  specials 
there,  and  here  and  there  a  local  from  the 
country.  There  have  been  promotions  since  ; 
specials  have  become  managers;  and  death 
has  wi'ought  changes.  Of  the  fifty  present 
that  night,  pex-haps  fifteen  have  departed  this 
life,  and  others  have  removed  from  this  field 
or  have  engaged  in  other  business.  So  many 
years  must  effect  many  changes  in  any  group 
of  fifty  men. 

*  * 

An  accident  company  was  organized  in  San 
Francisco  under  suspicious  circumstances.  It 
was  the  Universal  something  or  other.  The 
active  promoter  did  not  inspire  confidence. 
But  seemingly  evei-ything  was  all  right  on 
the  surface.  The  required  first  installment 
of  $25,000  was  deposited  in  bank;  the  stock 
was  all  subscribed.  It  transpired,  on  what 
seemed  good  evidence,  that  the  money  had 
been  advanced  by  a  wealthy  San  Franciscan, 
for  some  consideration;  and  the  entire  sum 
had  been  checked  out  to  the  lender,  for  his 
security.  The  insurance  department  was  no- 
tified of  the  attempted  fraud,  but  the  com- 
missioner claimed  that  the  evidence  of  deposit 
of  the  required  sum  in  the  name  of  the  com- 
pany left  him  no  alternative  but  to  issue  the 
license.  He  was  warned  that  the  companj'' 
was  crooked,  but  again  refused  to  take  any 
steps  in  the  matter.  The  writer  began  inves- 
tigating for  himself,  the  publisher  being  out 
of  the  city.  Procuring  a  list  of  the  directors 
and  stockholders,  we  went  out  to  the  city  hall 
and  examined  the  tax  records.  Only  one,  the 
attorney,  paid  taxes,  and  he  paid  only  on 
household  furniture.  A  nice  lot  ot  responsi- 
ble directors  and  stockholders!  Nearly,  all 
were  salaried  men.  Pursuing  the  inquiry 
further,  we  found  that  the  secretary  and 
manager  had  recently  "beat"  his  landlady  by 
lowering  his  personal  effects  out  of  the  win- 
dow.    The  Coast  Review  Extra  that  followed 
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produced  a  sensation.  The  attorney  for  the 
companj'  called  and  demanded  a  retraction 
under  penalty  of  a  criminal  libel  suit.  The 
judge  kindly  explained  that  the  editor  as  well 
as  the  publisher  could  be  sent  to  San  Quentin. 
Perhaps  the  writer  turned  pale,  but  he 
plucked  up  his  courage  and  refused  to  retract 
or  to  recall  the  extras  or  to  promise  not  to 
publish  the  article  in  the  regular  issue  of  the 
Coast  Review.  The  several  accident  com- 
panies and  agents  were  notified  by  the  attor- 
ney, and  warned  against  circulating  the 
extra,  under  penalty  of  a  suit  for  damages. 
The  result  of  this  exposure  in  the  Coast  Re- 
view was  the  immediate  collapse  of  the  Uni- 
versal Accident.  The  chief  beneficiary  of 
this  work  of  the  Coast  Review,  through  the 
personal  services  of  the  writer,  was  the  Trav- 
elers Ins.  Co.,  then  as  now  under  the  Batter- 
sonian  management.  Did  they  throw  any 
bouquets  this  way ?  Nit;  the  Travelers  peo- 
ple have  no  taste  for  bouquets  not  thrown 
their  own  way. 


Burglary    Insurance     by  the     United     States 
Fidelity  and  Guaranty  Company, 

The  United  States  Fidelity  &  Guaranty 
Company  of  Baltimore  is  novr  writing  a  very 
desirable  form  of  burglary  policy,  on  mercan- 
tile risks  as  well  as  on  banks  and  residences. 
The  company's  charter  has  been  amended  so 
as  to  permit  the  writing  of  burglary  busi- 
ness. 

The  Pacific  department  now  has  offices  at 
216  San  some  street,  San  Francisco,  and  is  un- 
der the  management  of  John  H.  Robertson 
and  Paul  M.  Nippert. 

Mr.  Robertson  comes  to  this  field  from  Min- 
neapolis, where  for  many  years  he  has  held 
the  position  of  special  agent  for  the  company. 
He  is  a  practicing  attorney,  and  is  thoroughlj" 
familiar  with  all  the  details  of  the  bond  busi- 
ness. Manager  Robertson  will  take  an  early 
opportunity  to  meet  the  local  agents  of  the 
company. 

Manager  Nippert  is  well  known  here,  where 
he  has  been  engaged  in  fire  insurance  for 
many  years,  and  latterly  has  been  connected 
with  the  United  States  Fidelity  &  Guaranty 
Company. 

Applications  for  agencies  in  the  interior 
should  be  sent  to  Messrs.  Robertson  and  Nip- 
pert at  31U  Sansome  street,  or  to  the  home 
oftice  in  Baltimore. 


Solicitor  Muir  in  Trouble  Again. 

J.  L.  Muir,  a  life  insurance  agent  whose  conduct 
has  not  always  been  creditable  to  the  profession, 
made  an  exhibition  of  himself  at  Chico,  Cal.,  last 
week.  The  local  paper  says:  "The  insurance  man 
was  in  a  drunken  frenzy,  and  his  one  thought 
seemed  to  be  to  destroy  all  the  wearing  apparel  his 
wife  possessed."  A  charge  of  battery  was  lodged 
against  Muir.  The  local  paper  continues:  "The 
evidence  was  conclusive  and  the  burly  brute  was 
adjudged  guilty  as  charged."  Muir  was  sentenced 
to  six  months  in  the  county  jail.  He  is  said  to 
be  a  successful  life  insurance  solicitor,  with  an 
unfortunate  weakness  for  drink. 


Extracts  from  Old  Coast  Reviews. 

In  the  March,  1874,  issue  we  find  the  advertise- 
ment of  the  Republic  Life  Ins.  Co.,  of  Chicago, 
which  reinsured  the  California  Mutual  and  a  lot  of 
other  life  companies,  ]ust  as  the  Mutual  Reserve 
Fund  is  now  reinsuring  a  lot  of  assessment  asso- 
ciaiions  without  medical  examination  of  the  taken 
over  members.  The  Republic  Life,  the  wholesale 
reinsurer,  is  dead.  The  Pacific  department  was 
then  at  317  California  street,  San  Francisco.  Gur- 
ney  &  Cox  were  managers. 

Farnsworth  &  Clark,  at  230  California  street, 
then  i-epresented  the  Springfield  F.  &.  M.,  the 
Atlas  of  Hartford,  the  Orient,  the  Meriden  of  Con- 
necticut, and  the  Mississippi  Valley  of  Memphis. 

Andrew  Baird,  at  316  California,  represented  the 
Pacific  Mutual  (marine)  of  New  York  and  the  Fire 
Association  of  Philadelphia. 

John  F.  Pope  represented  the  Globe  Mutual  Life 
of  New  York  at  6  Montgomery  street. 

The  Life  Association  of  America,  of  St.  Louis, 
was  represented  at  432  Montgomery  by  W.  J. 
Pettigrew. 

Hutchinson,  Mann  &  Smith  were  at  314  Califor- 
nia street,  and  represented  the  St.  Paul,  Girard, 
German  of  Erie,  Pa.,  Amazon,  Atlantic  &  Pacific 
of  Chicago,  Kansas  of  Leavenworth,  Penn  Fire  of 
Philadelphia,  the  New  Orleans,  and  the  National 
Life  of  U.S. 

The  Knickerbocker  Life  was  represented  by  L. 
W.  Kennedy  at  the  s.  w.  cor.  Montgomery  and  Cali- 
fornia. 

Andrew  J.  Bryant  had  offices  at  409  California  as 
general  agent  for  the  Brooklyn  Life. 

H.  H.  Blake  &  Co.  represented  the  Continental 
Life. 

James  R.  Garniss  was  general  agent  of  the  Na- 
tional Life  of  the  U.  S.  of  A.,  at  13  Merchants  Ex- 
change. 

W.  D.  Garland,  at  430  Montgomery,  was  general 
agent  of  the  Equitable  Lite  for  Cal.,  Ore.,  and  Nev. 

Leland  Stanford  was  president  of  the  Pacific 
Mutual  Life ;  the  home  oftice  was  then  at  41  Second 
St.,  Sacramento;  the  San  Francisco  office  was  at 
213  Sansome  st. 


Connecticut  and  two  or  three  other  states 
will  insist  on  the  gain  and  loss  exhibit  next 
year,  in  annual  statements. 


President  McKinley  holds  out  the  hope  that 
the  war  revenue  tax  may  soon  be  abated.  War  ex- 
penses have  been  greatly  reduced. 
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Visited  Honolulu. 

Whitney  Palache,  assistant  manager  Pacific 
department  of  the  Hartford  Fire,  has  just  re- 
turned from  a  visit  to  the   Hawaiian  Islands. 

Manager  Rathbun  of  the  Fidelity  Mutual 
Life  was  a  member  of  the  Shriners  excursion 
to  Hilo  and  Honolulu. 


Manager  Brewster  Here. 

United  States  Manager  Brewster  of  the 
Scottish  Union  &  National  and  the  Lion,  who 
has  not  been  in  the  best  of  health  for  some 
time,  has  been  visiting  this  Coast.  Mr. 
Brewster  returns  to  Hartford  on  Wednesday. 


New  Agents  of  the  Aetna  at  Seattle. 
Manager  Geo.  W.  Spencer,  during  his  re- 
cent visit  to  Seattle,  transferred  the  general 
agency  of  the  ^'Etua  to  John  Davis  &  Co.,  who 
are  prominent  real  estate  men  and  do  a  large 
insurance  business.  The  accession  of  Fred 
K.  Struve  to  the  firm,  who  will  take  charge 
of  its  insurance  department,  will  undoubt- 
edly result  in  a  largely  increased  insurance 
business.  Mr.  Struve  is  the  son-in-law  of  a 
prominent  Seattle  banker.  John  Davis  &  Co. 
succeed  Crawford,  Conover  &  Fisken. 


Would-be  Suicide. 

The  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Wood  & 
Christensen,  real  estate  and  insurance  agents, 
San  Rafael,  Cal.,  recently  made  a  second  at- 
tempt to  commit  suicide.  Wood  has  been  re- 
markably unfortunate.  Some  years  ago  he 
lost  about  ^.50,000  in  some  transaction.  At 
another  time,  while  discharging  firecrackers 
with  his  son,  he  lost  the  sight  of  one  eye. 
Some  time  afterwai'd  he  attempted  to  show 
how  the  accident  occurred.  The  cracker  ex- 
ploded unexpectedly,  and  wonderful  to  relate, 
the  accident  resulted  in  the  serious  injury  of 
the  remaining  eye.  Poor  Wood  has  since 
been  virtually  blind,  and  his  profound 
despondency  ended  in  insanity.  He  has 
been  sent  to  an  asylum. 


Centenarian  Incendiaky. — Bingham  pton, 
Oct.  23. — Mrs.  Nancy  King,  a  centenarian, 
has  been  arrested  in  East  Worcester  charged 
with  arson  and  has  confessed.  Last  mouth 
the  dwelling  of  George  Rowe  was  burned 
while  the  family  were  away.  When  the  old 
woman  was  arrested  she  was  defiant,  ad- 
mitted burning  the  house  and  said  she  had 
been  well  paid  to  do  it.  She  will  probably 
die  in  jail. 


Utah  Titterings. 

Special  Layng  of  Manager  Potter's  com- 
panies spent  several  days  in  Salt  Lake  re- 
cently. 

Manager  Driffield  of  the  Transatlantic 
stopped  for  a  day  enroute  to  Denver.  He 
promises  to  drop  off  again  on  his  return. 

J.  C.  Cunningham,  of  Spokane,  special  for 
Maj.  Christensen's  agency,  visited  the  vari- 
ous agencies  of  his  companies  during  the 
month. 

Walter  M.  Speyer  took  in  Salt  Lake,  Park 
City  and  some  other  points,  where  he  is  try- 
ing to  roll  up  profits  for  the  Lancashire  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  the  year. 

Asst.  Manager  Dixwell  Hewitt  of  the  Phoe- 
nix passed  through  Salt  Lake  and  paid  his  re- 
spects to  his  agents,  as  he  was  journeying  to 
the  higher  altitudes  of  Montana. 

Special  Geo.  H.  Mendell,  Jr.,  of  the  Fire- 
man's Fund,  ran  in  for  a  day,  and  then 
drifted  to  San  Francisco,  where  it  is  rumored 
he  is  destined  to  remain  for  some  time. 

Manager  Geo.  F.  Grant  spent  a  couple  of 
days  with  his  Salt  Lake  agents,  and  visiting 
with  old  friends.  He  is  always  the  same 
genial  good  fellow,  and  always  welcome. 

Risks  written  at  cut  rates  have  been  burn- 
ing quite  freely  recently,  and  hence  the 
chances  for  a  profit  from  this  state  to  the  non- 
boarders  this  year  is  quite  slim  at  present. 

Special  F.  H.  Rhoads  of  the  Continental 
spent  several  days  in  Utah  before  continuing 
his  journey  towards  Montana.  He  was  ac- 
companied by  Mrs.  Rhoads.  They  promise  to 
return  in  the  near  future. 

Manager  W.  H.  Lovvden  of  the  Norwich 
Union  spent  ten  days  in  the  state  during 
September,  not  only  visiting  with  his  agents, 
but  also  inquiring  into  the  general  conditions 
from  the  underwriter's  standpoint. 

The  Ogden  City  water  works  have  been  sold 
to  a  corporation  comprising  several  of  Ogden' s 
most  enterprising  business  men,  and  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  sj-stem  will  be  greatly  en- 
larged and  improved  by  the  new  owners. 

Secretary  E.  P.  Mohrhrardt  of  the  Board  of 
Fire  Underwriters  spent  several  of  the 
September  daj's  with  Manager  Jolly  of  this 
district,  and  seemed  well  pleased  with  the 
situation  in  general.  The  improvements  be- 
ing made  in  the  water  supply  and  fire  depart- 
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lueut  of  Salt  Lake  are    very    encouraging    to 
the  visiting  underwriters. 

Manager  C.  F.  MuUins  stopped  off  for  a 
couple  of  days  in  Salt  Lake,  as  he  was  return- 
ing from  a  large  game  hunt  in  Montana  and 
Wyoming.  He  was  accompanied  by  his 
daughter,  who  seems  to  be  as  enthusiastic  a 
hunter  as  her  father.  They  related  some 
very  interesting  experiences  of  large  animals 
seen  and  captured  during  the  outing. 

Dixwell  Davenport,  who  has  been  assisting 
Manager  Jolly  in  looking  after  the  work  of  the 
district  office  during  Mr.  Scheid's  absence, 
was  called  unexpectedly  to  Arizona  to  raise 
rates  in  some  of  the  hot  towns  of  that  district. 
W.  A.  Sexton,  a  son  of  the  well  known  "Uncle 
Bill  Sexton,"  has  ari'ived  from  San  Francisco 
to  take  up  the  work  in  the  board  office  here. 

F.  J.  H.  Manning,  Frank  Avery  and  Walter 
Speyer  bought  an  interest  in  the  Pleasant 
Valley  Coal  companies'  properties  for  their 
companies  during  the  month,  and  then  con- 
cluded this  class  of  business  was  not  so  desir- 
able at  the  low  rate  at  which  it  was  written, 
because  it  is  classed  under  and  can  be  writ- 
ten as  railroad  business  at  less  than  tariff 
rates. 

Salt  Lake  has  had  several  small  but  suspi- 
cious fires  lately,  and  as  most  of  the  insur- 
ance has  been  written  by  the  non-board  com- 
panies it  arouses  the  suspicion  that  the  low 
rates  offered  have  induced  these  people  to  over- 
insure,  and  the  fires  follow  sooa  after.  The 
class  of  risks  written  are  such  that  the  board 
companies  have  not  sought  the  risks  at  full 
rates.  Why  the  non-boarders  write  them  at 
cut  rates  is  a  mystery.  They  are  paying  well 
for  the  experience;  in  one  instance,  the  as- 
sured collected  several  hundred  dollars  more 
than  he  could  possibly  have  lost. 

INCREASED     WATER    SUPPLY. 

The  city  council  of  Salt  Lake  have  sold  the 
water  bonds  recently  issued  to  complete  the 
improvements  in  the  system  of  water  supply 
for  the  city  to  an  Eastern  firm  of  bond  bro- 
kers at  a  premium  of  |3,S29.  This  gives  the 
city  a  fund  of  $253,829,  all  of  which  is  to  be 
spent  in  enlarging  and  improving  the  mains 
and  increasing  the  supply  of  water  for  domes- 
tic and  fire  purposes.  The  improvements  as 
drafted  by  the  city  engineer  are  very  exten- 
sive, and  when  completed  will  provide  the 
city  with  such  protection  as  it  has  long  need- 
ed. The  work  is  now  being  pushed  so  as  to  be 
completed  by  next  summer.  "hatu." 
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Variety. 

The  Insurance  Press  special  number  of  No- 
vember 14  is  handsome,  newsy,  original  and 
in  every  way  creditable. 

Not  having  any  troubles  of  their  own,  the 
Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians  of  Iowa  have 
added  an  insurance  feature. 

Among  the  best  election  news  is  the  defeat 
of  Web  McNall,  demagogue,  who  was  a  can- 
didate for  insurance  superintendent  in  Kan- 
sas. 

The  Vindicator's  new  editor,  W.  E.  Under- 
wood, swipes  us  neatly  with  his  new  broom- 
about  valued  policy  statistics.  We  shall  have 
more  to  say  on  this  fresh  and  inviting  subject 
latei'. 

Pekin,  III.,  where  the  local  agents  were 
about  ruined  by  a  rate  war  two  years  ago,  is 
again  the  scene  of  carnage.  The  non-union 
companies  thrown  out  of  a  unionized  ofHce  be- 
gan the  fight. 

We  were  so  careless  last  month,  as  to  clip 
from  the  Resume  an  apparent  contribution 
without  credit.  Everything,  any  old  thing, 
was  acceptable  to  the  man  with  the  scissors, 
who  was  contemplating  an  overdue  vacation. 

The  Northwestern  Life  of  Chicago  is  to 
have  another  receiver,  the  court  having  re- 
moved Stewart  Goodrell,  who  is  thought  to 
have  been  too  closely  connected  with  Pres- 
ident Mabie  and  Secretary  Sackett. 

Nat  Jones's  Book. — Editor  Lamey  writes 
us  that  fifteen  hundred  copies  of  the  ordinary 
edition  of  the  "Memoires  of  Nat  H.  Jones,  an 
Insurance  Man,"  have  already  been  sold,  in 
advance  of  publication.  About  a  hundred 
orders  have  been  received  from  California, 
and  an  equal  number  of  the  special  edition 
have  been  ordered. 


The  "sensation"  of  the  past  month,  in  life 
insurance  circles,  was  the  exposure  of  a  life 
insurance  fi-aud  in  Chicago.  The  press  was 
filled  with  particulars  more  or  less  reliable. 
Marie  Defenbach  took  out  three  policies— one 
for  $5,000  in  the  New  York  Life,  one  for  |5,000  '/ 
in  the  Canadian  Foresters,  and  one  for  12,000 
in  the  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Honor.  It  is  the 
old  story  of  woman's  confidence  and  man's 
perfidy.  She  promptly  died,  was  embalmed 
and  cremated.  Now  two  detectives  and  a 
physician  are  in  jail,  and  one  has  confessed 
that  there  was  a  conspiracy  to  mui'der  and 
defraud. 
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Union  Casualty  &  Surety  Company's  New 
Health  Policy. 
The  "Paragon"  is  the  title  of  the  new 
health  policy  issued  by  the  Union  Cas- 
ualty &  Surety  Co.  of  St.  Louis.  It  is 
advertised  as  "covering-  all  forms  of  dis- 
ease, including  those  of  the  brain  or 
spine,  heart,  aorta,  or  organs  of  the  cir- 
culation, and  an  J'  tubercular  disease  what- 
ever. "  Special  allowances  ai'e  made  in 
case  of  illness  from  any  of  the  following: 

Abscess,    acute    meningitis,   apoplexy,    ap- 
pendicitis, Asiatic  cholera. 

Boil,  brain  fever,  bronchitis.  Bright' s  dis- 
ease. 

Cancer,  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  colitis, 
cholera  morbus,  chicken  pox,  congestive  fever. 

Diabetes,  diphtheria,  dysentery. 

Eczema,  enteritis,  entero-colitis,  epilepsy, 
erysipelas. 

Felon,  freezing. 

Gravel,  gastritis,  gastro-enteritis. 

Heat  pi'ostratiou,  hydrophobia,  hepatatis. 

Influenza,  intermittent  fever,  jaundice. 

La  grippe,  laryngitis,  locomotor  ataxia,- 
lung  fever. 

Malarial  fever,  measles,  mumps,  nephritis. 

Peritonitis,  pleurisy,  pneumonia. 
»     Quinsy,  remittent  fever. 

Scai'let  fever,  scarlatina,  small  pox.  ■ 

Tetanus,  tonsilitis,  tumor,  typhlitis,  typhoid 
fever,  typho-malarial  fever,  typhus  fever. 

Ulcer,  varioloid,  yellow  fever. 

The  new  health  policy,  it  is  evident,  is 
very  appropriately  called  "the  paragon." 
It  not  only  covers  "all  the  ills  that  flesh 
is  heir  to,  "  but  it  pays  $2,500  for  loss  of 
sight  of  both  eyes  by  disease,  $2,500  for 
permanent  paralysis  of  the  body,  feet, 
hands  or  hand  and  foot.  It  pays  $25  per 
week  indemnity  from  disability  resulting 
from  the  numerous  specifically  mentioned 
diseases,  "and  any  other  causes.  " 

The  cost  is  $25  a  year— smaller  benefits 
in  proportion. 

The  Union  Casualty  &  Surety  is  a  well 
established  St.  Louis  company,  which  has 
paid  over  two  and  a  half  millions  of 
claims  to  date.  It  has  $250,000  deposited 
with  the  insurance  department  of  the 
state  of  Missouri  for  the  protection  of  all 
policyholders.  W.  Loaiza  &  Co.,  216  San- 
some  street,  San  Francisco,  are  the  Coast 


representatives,  to  whom  applications  for 
agencies  should  be  made. 

The  new  policy  will  doubtless  prove  to 
be  a  good  seller.  It  covers  practically  all 
diseases,  and  therefore  no  objection  can 
be  urged  against  it  on  account  of  limita- 
tions in  that  respect. 


The    Phoenix   Mutual    Life's    New   Policies. 

The  Phoenix  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  of 
Hartford  will  go  upon  a  lower  interest 
basis  in  January,  and  will  then  issue  a 
number  of  new  and  very  attractive  con- 
tracts. The  company  has  taken  an  ad- 
vanced step  in  making  its  policies  mature 
at  age  85.  Just  at  present  the  company 
is  not  pressing  for  business  on  the  4  per 
cent,  basis,  but  after  January  1st  it  will 
push  its  new  contracts,  and  we  predict  it 
will  make  a  surprisingly  good  record  of 
business  written  in  the  opening  year  of 
the  new  century.  Agents  will  find  its  pol- 
icies good  sellers. 

Manager  Hicks  of  the  Pacific  depart- 
ment, who  I'ecently  visited  the  home 
office,  is  now  sole  manager.  He  is  now  in 
a  better  position  to  advance  the  com- 
pany's interests  in  this  field,  and  is  enthu- 
siastic over  the  new  policies  which  will  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  agents  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year.  Manager  Hicks  is 
an  experienced  life  insurance  man,  who 
made  his  mark  as  a  successful  solicitor  in 
the  East. 

October  FiuES.^This  fire  was  omitted  from 
our  "October  Fires,"  printed  elsewhere:  Oct. 
13,  Davenport,  Wash.,  onion  seed.  Home, 
$2,500;  small  losses  in  Oregon,  $91;  small 
losses  iu  Washington, . 139;  making  the  Home's 
total,  as  reported  to  us,  for  California,  Nev- 
ada, Oregon  and  Washington,  $8,969.  The 
grand  total  of  all  companies  for  October  is 
about  the  same  as  in  '99  and  '98.  Heavy 
rains  in  November  will  probably  keep  down 
the  losses  of  the  last  two  months  of  the  year. 


1(5,000  MILES,  NOT  1600. —An  item  elsewhere, 
mentioning  the  extension  of  privileges  to  the 
Pacific  Mutual  Life's  accident  department  on 
the  Santa  Fe  and  Northwestern  railway  sys- 
tems, by  a  harmless  typographical  error  makes 
these  two  great  systems  only  1600  miles  long 
instead  of  16,000. 
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Affeld's  Address. 

"The  Ounce  of  Prevention,"  is  tbetitle 
of  an  excellent  address  before  the  twent^'- 
eight  annual  convention  of  chiefs  of  lire 
departments  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  on 
October  8-12,  by  F.  O.  Affeld,  the  well 
known  manager  of  United  States  depart- 
ment of  the  Hamburg-Bremen,  who  was 
pi-esent  as  the  delegate  of  the  National 
Board.  Elsewhere  a  characteristic  ex- 
tract is  printed;  but  we  have  since  re- 
ceived a  copy  of  the  entire  address,  from 
which  we  make  fui-ther  extracts,  as  fol- 
lows: 

46c  PER  CAPITA  AliUOAD,  $:3.  80  IIEKE. 

A  comparison  of  the  fire  record  of  1890  of  six 
of  the  principal  cities  in  Europe  (Paris,  Berlin, 
St.  Petersburg',  Hamburg,  Constantinopleaud 
Dublin),  as  obtained  through  the  assistance 
of  the  state  department  at  Washington, 
showed  an  average  loss  of  46  cents  per  capita, 
while  in  the  United  States,  the  City  of  New 
York,  which  was  chosen  as  a  representative 
city  and  whose  average  was  far  below  the 
average  of  ten  of  the  principal  cities  of  this 
country,  showed  an  average  loss  of  $2.80  per 
capita.  For  a  term  of  eight  years  the  loss 
ratio  has  averaged  $2.49  and  last  year  $3.36. 

On  this  occasion  I  am  requested  to  address 
you  on  what  preventive  measures  should  be 
taken  by  states  and  municipalities  for  the 
protection  of  life  and  property  from  destruc- 
tion by  fire -in  other  words,  how  to  apply  the 
ounce  of  prevention  instead  of  the  pound  of 
cure.  Therefore,  I  shall  ask  you  to  consider 
what  has  been  done  by  the  country,  what  has 
been  done  by  the  underwriters,  what  has 
been  done  by  yourselves,  and  what  can  be 
done  by  us  all  to  stop  the  needless  and  crim- 
inal destruction  of  propertj'  by  fire. 

SEHVICES  OF  UNT)E11WKITEK8'   ASSOCIATIONS. 

So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  the 
country  at  large  has  done  little  or  nothing  to 
Stop  the  desti-uction  except  at  the  urgent  de- 
mand of  tlie  fire  departments  and  underwrit- 
ers of  the  different  cities.  The  underwriters 
have  organized  associations  in  all  parts  of  the 
country  to  inspect  and  classify  towns  and  risks 
according  to  their  construction  and  means  of 
protection.  They  have  caused  the  introduc- 
tion of  water  worlcs  and  improvements  of  fire 
departments  in  hundreds  of  cities  and  towns 
by  their  intimation  that  the  insurance  rates 
would  be  increased  unless  such  improvements 
were  made.  They  have  introduced  pro  i-ata 
liability  clause  in  their  policies  to  be  able  to 


establisii  an  eiiuitable  basis  for  rating  and  to 
enable  their  fire  statistics  to  be  of  some 
value  as  indicating  the  percentage  of  destruc- 
tion to  value,  and  they  have  established  rates 
based  on  the  conditions  that  make  one  risk 
superior  to  another.  They  have  settled  losses 
more  promptly  and  paid  them  quicker,  have 
been  more  attentive  and  more  liberal  to 
agents  and  the  assured  than  ever  before,  in 
the  hope  of  increasing  the  volume  of  premiums 
in  order  to  head  off  the  increasing  loss  ratio, 
but  it  has  been  all  in  vain.  The  loss  ratio 
continues  to  increase.  You,  through  your 
united  efforts  and  frequent  conferences,  have 
assisted  in  greatly  improving  the  tire  alarm 
system— you  have  called  the  telephone  to 
your  assistance— stand  pipes,  reservoirs,  the 
fire  boat,  and  sprinkler  equipments  have  add- 
ed to  the  effectiveness  of  your  apparatus. 
Chemical  engines  and  extinguishers  have  re- 
duced the  time  in  reaching  fires  and  still 
more  the  destructiveness  of  your  water 
throwing  apparatus,  and  yet  the  number  of 
fires  and  amount  of  loss  have  not  been  re- 
duced. The  underwriters  have  prepared 
blanks  by  which  you  and  they  might  work 
together  and  illustrate  the  tire  destruction  in 
the  larger  cities  of  this  country.  Most  of  the 
fire  departments  have  given  us  their  hearty 
co-operation,  and  have  furnished  more  than 
three-fourths  of  the  information  that  we 
have  been  able  to  collate.  But  all  this  work 
and  expense  does  not  reduce  the  fire  loss,  but 
apparently  continues  and  even  increases  the 
destruction  by  fire. 

INCREASE  OF  FIRES  AND  LOSSES. 

Allow  me  to  present  a  few  facts  from   the 
Chronicle  Fire  Tables : 
In  1S90  the  number   of  fires 

was 32,413 

The  average  annual  for  10 

years  was 15,977 

In  1899  the  number  of    flres 

was     75,754 

The  average  annual  for  9 

years  was 45,038 

an  Increase  in  the  average 

number   of  fires    since 

1890  of  181  per  cent.  .   . 
an  increase  In  the  number 

of  fires  in  '99  over  those 

of  1S90  of  238  per  cent. 
The  property  loss  in  1890  is 

given  as $108,993,792 

The    average    in    10   years 

C80-'90)      $10-1,(589.865 

The   property   loss  in  1899 

was 153,597,830 

The    average    in    9    years 

;-     ('90-'99 140,369,542 
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making  an  average  increase  in  the  amount  of  de 
struction  of  34.27  per  cent. 

The  same  authority  ^ives  the  number  of 
failures  as  quoted  from  Bradstreet  as 

In  1890 10,673 

The  average  annual  failures 

for  10  years  ('80-'90)    .  .  10,427 

In  1899    .   . .  9,642 

The  average  annual  failures 

for  9  years  ('91-'99)  .  .  .  11,210 

The  decrease  of  failures  in  '99  from  '90  was 
1,031  with  an  averag-e  increase  of  T.4  per  cent, 
in  the  last  9  years. 

The  risks  written  in  1S99  showed  an  increase 
of  20  per  cent,  over  those  of  1S90  while  the 
premium  receipts  showed  an  increase  of  only 
19.  over  those  of  1890,  making-  an  actual  re- 
duction of  1  per  cent,  on  the  total  receipts, 
the  loss  ratio  increasing  22  per  cent. ;  the 
average  increase  in  the  number  of  failures 
was  7.04  per  cent. ;  average  increase  in  the 
number  of  fires  was  181  per  cent. 

INSUKANCE  AND  INCENDIARISM. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  does  not  the  thought 
lie  near  that  perhaps  the  ease  with  which 
ample  protection  can  be  obtained  through  in- 
sui'ance  and  the  still  greater  ease  and  prompt- 
ness with  which  losses  are  adjusted  and  paid 
is  the  cause  for  much  of  this  destruction  '.  It 
has  been  said,  and  no  doubt  many  of  you  be- 
lieve, that  the  underwriters  are  responsible 
for  a  large  portion  of  this  destruction  because 
of  the  facility  and  apparent  i-ecklessness  with 
which  insurance  is  given,  but  it  must  always 
be  remembered  that  the  underwriter  issues 
his  policy  on  the  assumption  that  all  are  hon- 
est with  whom  he  contracts  and  with  the 
knowledge  that  the  assured  cannot  honestly 
obtain  more  than  he  actually  loses,  while  the 
assured  often  takes  the  policy  in  the  belief 
that  he  can  collect  the  full  amount  insured 
without  much  reference  to  the  actual  loss. 
The  whole  insurance  business  is  based  on  the 
assumption  that  the  contracting  parties  are 
honest  and  that  any  concealment  or  deception 
regarding  the  risk  vitiates  the  contract. 

OVEKINSUKANCE. 

Over-insurance  is  done  by  the  assured,  not 
by  the  company  knowinglj^  and  if  there  is 
any  hi.shonest  or  fraudulent  object  in  mind,  it 
can  only  be  on  the  part  of  the  assured  and  not 
the  company.  Therefore  all  attempts  to  re- 
alize on  overiusurance  one  would  suppose 
would  be  promptly  punished  by  public  sen- 
timent, but  unfortunately,  we  find  the  con- 
trary the  case.    Twenty  states  have  put  laws 


on  their  statute  books  to  the  effect  that  where 
the  assured  succeeds  in  getting  overiusurance 
on  a  building  the  company  must  pay  the  full 
amount  insured  in  case  of  total  destruction 
without  reference  to  its  actual  value. 

NO  OFFICIAL  DATA  OF  LOSSES. 

Notwithstanding  the  extortionate  taxes  ex- 
acted by  all  but  three  states  in  the  Union, 
taxes  of  from  l}4  to  3  and  4  per  cent,  on  their 
gross  receipts,  equivalent  to  a  tax  on  a  mer- 
chant's sales,  no  state  furnishes  the  informa- 
tion asked  for  of  you  in  the  loss  blanks  of  the 
National  Board,  and  but  little  if  any  data  by 
which  the  actual  total  destruction  can  be 
ascertained  or  from  which  the  classes  of  risk 
in  which  the  fires  originate  or  the  causes  of 
fires  can  be  learned.  Yet  states  have  passed 
laws  prohibiting  the  combination  of  companies 
for  a  comparison  of  their  experience  in  order 
to  establish  equitable  rates  ! 

Are  you  aware  that  the  pro  rata  liability 
clause  which  is  the  basis  of  all  insurance  in 
Europe,  the  basis  of  every  marine  contract, 
and  must  be  the  basis  of  evei-y  equitable  fire 
insurance  contract,  if  the  lowest  rates  are 
desired,  has  also  been  prohibited  by  ten 
states?  Then  you  will  not  be  surprised  to 
learn  that  the  public  is  in  sj-mpathy  with  ex- 
orbitant claims  made  after  a  fire ;  this  has 
been  shown  in  so  many  instances  in  the 
courts  that  not  one  out  of  a  hundred  question- 
able losses  are  litigated,  and  of  those  lit- 
igated, not  one  out  of  ten  successfully. 

THE  FRENCH  LAW. 

Inasmuch,  however,  as  our  government  can- 
not rise  above  the  honesty  and  intelligence  of 
the  majority,  and  as  it  would  raise  a  pi"otest 
from  all  who  are  profiting  from  the  annual  de- 
struction by  fire  at  the  expense  of  the  public, 
as  it  would  greatly  interfere  with  speculation 
on  inflated  valuation  of  property  backed  by 
over-insurance,  it  is  more  than  likely  that 
this,  the  simplest  and  most  effective  method, 
will  not  soon  be  adopted,  and  that  we  must 
continue  to  collect  our  data  and  our  premiums 
and  publish  our  statistics  to  an  apathetic 
public  until  some  great  calamity  shall  arouse 
public  sentiment  to  the  justice  and  equity  of 
the  Code  Napoleon,  which  assumes  that  no  fire 
happens  without  someone's  negligence,  and 
which  allows  no  indemnity  whatever  to  the 
party  responsible  for  the  fire  or  in  whose 
premises  it  originated  unless  such  party  can 
show  that  the  fire  did  not  happen  through  his 
own  gross  negligence  nor  his  procurement, 
and  makes  such  party  responsible  to  all  others 
who  suffer  damage  therebv.    Hence  insurance 
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in  France  is  not  taken  against  loss  fi"om  one's 
own  accidents  but  the  damage  his  own  acci- 
dents or  negligence  may  occasion  others.  If 
our  people  cannot  swing  themselves  up  to  the 
giddy  heights  of  such  honest  and  prudent 
statesmanship,  then  the  next  best  thing  is  to 
secure  the  passage  of  a  law  by  the  state 
which  will  compel  every  fire  to  be  immediate- 
ly reported  to  the  chief  of  the  fire  department 
or  nearest  magistrate  for  the  purpose  of  inves- 
tigation and  certification,  and  report  regard- 
ing the  name  of  the  occupant,  cause  of  fire, 
value  of  property  involved  and  the  amount  of 
loss  claimed;  and  prohibiting  any  insurance 
company  from  paying  any  claim,  however 
trifling,  until  ten  to  thirty  days  after  such 
report  has  been  made. 

GOOD  LAWS  FOR  TOWNS. 

To  prevent  the  conflagration  hazard  and  to 
secure  the  safe  and  steady  improvement  of 
every  town  or  village,  the  state  should  pass  a 
law  allowing  no  town  or  village  to  permit  the 
construction  of  inflammable  roofs  within  its 
limits,  nor  the  construction  of  wooden  or  other 
inflammable  building  except  it  be  detached 
from  the  next  building  a  distance  equal  to 
the  height  of  the  building  to  be  erected. 
Such  a  law  would  permit  any  kind  of  con 
struction  to  the  first  pioneers,  but  would  pre- 
vent subsequent  arrivals  from  increasing  the 
fire  hazard  and  deteriorating  the  neighbor- 
hood. Then  each  municipality,  out  of  consid- 
eration for  the  public,  should  prohibit  the 
erection  of  buildings  (even  though  of  substan- 
tial construction),  of  a  larger  area  or  height 
than  can  under  all  circumstances  be  protected 
by  the  fire  department  of  the  town  or  city, 
unless  such  buildings  furnish  their  own  pro- 
tection. 

The  use  of  gasoline  or  naphtha  in  any  dwell- 
ing should  be  prohibited  except  in  quantities 
not  to  exceed  one  pint  and  this  to  be  con- 
tained in  metal  safety  cans  only.  In  work- 
shops or  stores,  not  in  excess  of  one  gallon, 
likewise  in  metal  safety  cans,  and  the  use  of 
any  larger  quantities  should  be  made  subject 
to  special  permission  under  restrictions  of  the 
fire  department.  Friction  matches  which 
will  ignite  anywhere  should  be  generally 
prohibited  in  dwellings,  stores  and  wherever 
combustible  goods  are  kept,  and  gross  care- 
lessness in  the  use  of  combustibles  or  inflam- 
mable articles  should  be  punishable  with  fine 
and  imprisonment.  Authority  should  be  given 
evei'y  chief  of  fire  department  and  chief  of 
police  to  order  the  removal  of  all  dangerous 
accumulation  of  rubbish  or  inflammable  ma- 
terials, and  in  case  of  neglect  to  comply  with 


such  order  he  should  be  obliged  to  obtain  an 
order  from  the  courts  to  enforce  such  re- 
mova  1 . 

Health  in  a  City. 
The  subject  was  suggested  by  a  i-ecent 
publication  of  the  Chicago  Board  of  Health, 
in  which  a  number  of  elaborate  tables  and 
charts  were  presented,  showing,  among  other 
things,  that  a  decided  change  has  taken  place 
in  regard  to  the  ages  at  death  of  those  who 
die  in  that  city.  As  compared  with  the  years 
gone  by,  a  smaller  proportion  of  the  deaths 
occur  in  infancy  and  a  larger  proportion  at 
the  more  advanced  ages.  The  average  age  of 
those  who  died  in  1872  was  about  15  years; 
this  has  gradually  increased,  until  in  1S9S  the 
average  was  over  29  years.  The  health  com- 
missioner. Dr.  Reynolds,  evidently  considered 
that  this  indicated  a  wonderful  improvement 
in  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  citj-;  and  I 
would  be  sorry  indeed  to  say  that  this  may 
not  have  had  some  influence  in  bringing  about 
the  result.  The  process  of  reasoning,  how- 
ever, appealed  to  me  as  a  rather  striking  in- 
stance of  the  liability  of  our  good  fi'iends,  the 
doctors,  to  fall  into  error  when  they  under- 
take to  deal  with  statistics.  One  of  the  first 
things  that  an  actuarial  student  is  taught  is 
that  there  is  little  to  be  learned  with  regard 
to  the  healthfulness  of  a  city  from  a  mere 
consideration  of  the  ages  of  those  that  die  in 
it.  In  the  case  now  before  us,  for  example, 
the  facts  ai-e  capable  of  a  very  different  ex- 
planation. In  1872  Chicago  was  a  city  of 
young  men.  It  was  notorious  that  compar- 
atively few  elderly  people  were  to  be  found 
in  it.  On  the  other  hand  the  proportion  of 
children  was,  we  believe,  great.  At  the  pres- 
ent time  the  survivors  of  those  young  men  are 
nearly  thirty  years  older  than  they  then  were, 
and  the  proportion  of  elderly  people  must  have 
greatly  increased,  and  will  pi-obably  continue 
to  increase  for  years  to  come.  In  other  words, 
the  average  age  of  the  entire  population  is 
greater  now  than  formerlj'.  Is  it  anything 
more  than  natural,  then,  that  the  average 
age  of  such  of  the  inhabitants  as  die  should 
also  be  greater  now  than  was  the  case  25  or 
30  years  ago?  And  even  a  lowering  of  the 
death  rate  per  thousand  of  the  total  popula- 
tion does  hot  necessarily  imply  an  improve- 
ment in  healthfulness.  A  city  which  is  grow- 
ing as  rapidly  as  Chicago  naturally  draws  to 
itself  immigrants  from  the  entire  surround- 
ing country  and  from  other  cities.  These  are 
chiefly  young  people,  for  neither  children  nor 
elderly   persons    migrate    freely.      The    city 
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therefore  is  continually  receiving  additions  to 
its  population,  a  large  proportion  of  these  be- 
ing between  the  ages  of  15  and  25.  This  is 
the  period  of  life  when  the  rate  of  mortality 
is  at  about  its  lowest.  This  fact,  coupled 
with  the  gradually  reducing  proportion  of 
children,  with  their  high  infantile  mortality, 
might  be  sufficient,  without  any  other  ex- 
planation, to  account  for  the  striking  results 
which  have  been  set  before  us.  I  do  not  say 
that  the  healthfulness  of  Chicago  has  not 
been  much  improved,  but  it  is  evident  that 
the  figures  on  which  the  claim  has  been  based 
do  not  prove  it. — Thomas  B.  Macaulay. 


that  under  the  law  it  was  not  sufticient  that 
they  should  not  be  members  of  a  board  in  the 
state,  but  that  membership  in  a  board  in  Lon- 
don, Berlin,  New  York  or  San  Francisco  like- 
wise disqualified  them. 


National  Church  Mutual  of  New  Jersey. 

A  law-breaking  mutual  scheme,  calling 
itself  the  "National  Church  Mutual  of 
New  Jei'sey, "  is  writing  church  and  pos- 
sibly other  risks  in  California  and  esle- 
where  in  the  West,  through  the  means  of 
circulars.  We  say  "law-breaking,"  be- 
cause no  church  mutual,  by  that  or  any 
othei'  name,  is  authorized  to  do  business 
by  any  other  name,  is  authorized  to  do 
business  in  any  state  in  the  Pacific  West. 

There  is  no  such  company  or  associa- 
tion in  New  Jersey.  Commissioner  Wil- 
li'am  Bettle,  of  the  New  Jersey  depart- 
ment of  bo-nking  and  insurance,  writes  us 
as  follows: 

Tkenton,  November  14,  1900. 

E.  H.  Bacon,  Editor  Coast  Review — Dear 
Sir:  I  have  no  information  whatever  concern- 
ing The  National  Church  Mutual  of  New- 
Jersey,  to  which  you  refer.  No  concern  with 
that  or  a  similar  title  has  been  authorized  by 
this  department  to  do  business. 

Yours  truly,  Wm.  Bettle,  Commissioner. 


Arkansas,  where  Gov. -elect  Jeff  Davis 
says  there  shall  be  a  law  prohibiting  the  ad- 
mission of  any  company  a  member  of  any  com- 
pact on  earth,  has  long  been  a  sink  hole  for 
fire  insurance  money.  In  the  past  twenty- 
five  years  the  companies  as  a  whole  have  lost 
money  in  the  little  backwoods  state.  Very 
little  mone}'  has  been  made  in  the  past  ten 
years,  and  the  total  premium  income  is  less 
than  a  million  ;  yet  the  companies  seem  will- 
ing toendure  viciouslegislation  and  face  a  prob- 
able loss  for  the  chance  of  recovering  their 
losses  in  "the  enemy's  country."  It  must  be 
remembered,  to  the  credit  of  the  companies, 
however,  that  they  ceased  writing  in  Arkan- 
sas  when    Davis   as    attorney-general   ruled 


Print  Shop  Issues. 

HuKE  is  an  advertisement  which  "insures 
love  and  affection."  "We  call  the  attention  of 
the  Insurance  Press  and  its  insurance  com- 
missioners to  this  advertiser.  Is  he  not 
transacting  an  insurance  business  without  a 
license  and  contrary  to  the  statutes  governing 
insurance? 

We  trust  that  our  loss  is  his  gain — Livings- 
ton's or   the  new  man's,   or   both— Chas.    F. 
Howell,  editor  of  the  Argus  of  Chicago,  hav- 
ing pui'chased  the  Insurance   &   Commercial     ■ 
Magazine.     No  matter  how  well  Mr.  H.  does,     / 
there  will  always  be  regret  at  the  loss  of  the  / 
incomparable  Mr.  L.  ' 

A  contemporary's  "editorial"  contributor 
spares  time  from  better  paid  work  to  write  on 
milk  and  water  journalism.  And  we  turn  over 
the  thick  and  few  pages  in  vain  search  of 
"  cream  and  cheese  "  or  "tobasco"  journalism. 
Not  a  severe  criticism,  not  a  hint  of  dissatis- 
faction with  an  advertiser,  rewards  our  ncc- 
es.sarily  brief  search.  How  much  a  column  do 
you  pa  J'  for  that  sort  of  rot.  Editor  C.  ? 

"Independence."— What  we  are  about  to 
say  in  this  article  we  said  at  least  once  be- 
fore, as  many  as  ten  years  ago,  and  some- 
thing similar  we  have  said  perhaps  a  dozen 
times.  It  relates  to  independence  in  insur- 
ance journalism,  whereof  we  have  been  hear- 
ing somewhat  of  late  as  at  divers  times  here- 
tofore. Some  papers— a  few,  now  one,  and 
now  another,  and  again  two  or  more  in  con- 
cert— plume  themselves  upon  being  independ- 
ent. They  may  use  some  other  word  to  con- 
vey the  idea  that  they  ate  superior  to  consid- 
erations of  luci'e  as  affecting  their  conduct, 
but  "Independence"  is  the  word  that  appears 
to  find  most  favor  with  them.  A  fine  word 
it  is,  and  it  sounds  well  in  a  speech  or  in  res- 
olutions. But  the  thing  itself  does  not  ex- 
ist. No  newspaper,  no  man,  is  independent — 
absolutely.  Some  are  less  dependent  than 
others;  that  is  all. — Insurance. 


H.  K.  FowLEit  has  been  appointed  New  York 
manager  of  the  Thames  and  Mersey  Marine. 
He  has  been  connected  with  the  companj^  for 
twentv-three  vears. 
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Decisions  in  the  Honolulu    Chinato'wn    Cases. 

The  supreme  court  of  Hawaii  has  de- 
cided that  there  was  no  '  'civil  com  motion ' ' 
in  Honolulu  at  the  time  the  authorities 
burned  Chinatown  (January  20tli  last)  in 
order  to  stamp  out  the  bubonic  plague. 
The  decisions  affirm  those  of  the  lower 
court. 

In  the  case  of  the  Yee  Wo  Chan  Co. 
against  the  Transatlantic  the  plaintiffs 
were  given  judgment.  The  policy  ex- 
cepted loss  resulting  from  "civil  commo- 
tion." It  was  contended  by  defendant 
that  the  burning  of  Chinatown  by  the 
health  authorities  was  civil  commotion 
within  the  meaning  of  the  policy.  If  this 
view  had  been  upheld  the  claimants  could 
have  proceeded  against  the  government 
to  recover  damages. 

The  court  said: 

"That  phrase 'civil  commotion'  is  no  doubt 
of  bi'oad  meaning,  but  it  cannot  be  stretched 
to  cover  the  condition  prevailing  in  this  city 
during  the  period  preceding  the  fire  in  ques- 
tion. A  civil  commotion  requires  the  wild 
and  irregular  action  of  many  persons. assem- 
bled together.  It  is  true  that  in  this  case 
the  business  of  the  courts  and  of  the  commu- 
nity was  more  or  less  interrupted,  but  that  is 
not  sufficient  to  make  a  civil  commotion. 
There  was  nothing  of  a  wild,  tumultous,  vio- 
lent, turbulent  or  seditious  nature  which  the 
phrase  is  generally  understood  to  imply  and 
which  it  was  intended  to  imply  in  this  policy 
as  shown  by  the  words  with  which  it  is  asso- 
ciated. The  interruption  to  business  was 
orderly,  deliberate  and  for  peaceful  and  laud- 
able purposes." 

In  the  cases  of  Ye  Wo  Chan  against  the 
Magdeburg  and  the  Hawaii  Land  Co. 
against  the  Lion  the  supreme  court 
affirmed  the  decisions  in  favor  of  defend- 
ants whose  policies  were  of  the  standard 
form.  Loss  caused  "directly  or  in- 
directly" by  invasion,  insurrection,  etc., 
"or  by  order  of  any  civil  authoi-ity." 
The  court  ruled  that  the  words  "directly 
or  indirectly"  also  applied  to  the  words 
"by  order  of  any  civil  authority."  The 
plaintiffs  also  contended  that  to  exempt 
the  insurer  from  liability  the  order  must 
be  lawful,,  and  that  the  board  of  health 
could  not  lawfully  burn  buildings.     The 


court  ruled  that    the    insured    could    not 
raise  such  a  question. 

The  cause  of  the  fire,  from  a  legal  point 
of  view,  was  declared  to  be  the  order 
of  the  board  and  not  the  plague. 

"Where  loss  by  fii'e,"  the  opinion  says,  "is 
insured  against  and  'loss  caused  directly  or 
indirectly  by  the  order  of  any  civil  authority' 
is  excepted,  the  order  and  not  the  fire  should 
be  regarded  as  the  cause  within  the  meaning 
of  the  contract.  But  since  loss  by  plague  is 
neither  insured  against  nor  excepted,  the 
plague  cannot  be  regarded  as  the  cause  of  the 
loss  of  property  destroyed  by  fire  ordered  by 
civil  authority,  though  in  consequence  of  the 
plague.  We  may  add  also  that  here  as  in  the 
Virginia  case  there  was  not  the  same  press- 
ing necessity  for  the  destruction  of  the  prop- 
erty either  in  point  of  time  or  as  to  the  method 
of  destroying  it  as  there  was  in  the  case  of 
Insurance  Company  against  Boon.  Nor  was 
there  the  same  recognized  duty  to  destroy  it 
at  all.  In  cases  of  that  kind  there  was  a 
well-recognized  military  necessity  and  duty 
to  destroy  property  of  that  kind  under  such 
circumstances,  so  that  in  making  the  contract 
such  losses  could  fairly  be  considered  as  in- 
tended to  come  within  the  scope  of  the  excep- 
tion. But  there  is  no  well-know  necessity  or 
duty  or  practice  of  burning  buildings  in  case 
of  plague  or  other  infectious  diseases.  On 
the  whole  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  within 
the  meaning  of  these  policies  the  loss  must 
be  regarded  as  caused  by  the  order  of  the 
board  of  health  and  not  by  the  bubonic  plague. 
Whether  the  board  of  health  was  justified  in 
issuing  the  order  is  not  before  us.'' 


Water  Company  Sued  for  Loss  by  Fire. 

The  Town  of  Ukiah  City  v.  The  Ukiah 
Water  Works  and  Improvement  Com- 
pany is  an  important  case  on  trial  in  the 
superior  court  of  Ukiah,  Cal.  On  the 
night  of  July  16,  1899,  a  fire  occurred 
which  destroyed  town  property  to  the 
amount  of  $570.  The  fire  department 
found  the  water  shut  off.  The  agent  of 
the  water  company  had  shut  it  off  at  the 
reservoir  to  prevent  the  use  of  water  for 
irrigating  gardens  and  lawns  in  the  night 
time.  The  delay  in  turning  on  the  water 
resulted  in  the  destruction  of  a  town 
building.  There  were  a  number  of  other 
losers. 
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The  water  company  contends  that  it  is 
not  an  insurer  against  loss  by  fire.  The 
town's  position  in  this  case  is  that  the 
water  company  by  its  franchise  is  bound 
to  maintain  at  all  times  a  sufficient  pres- 
sure in  the  mains  for  the  extinguishing^ 
of  fires. 

In  a  similar  case  in  New  York  the  town, 
which  owned  the  waterworks,  was  held 
responsible  for  damages  by  fire  when  the 
water  was  turned  oflf. 


Pioneers  of  the  Pacific. 

Is  there  such  an  order?  A  reader 
writes  us,  saying  that  there  is  a  fraternal 
society  of  some  such  name,  and  he  would 
like  particulars. 


The  Home    Mutual   of    San    Francisco   Will 
Change  Its  Name. 

THE  WORD    'MUTUAL"  WILL  BE  DROPPED, 
AND  •'  FIRE  AND  MARINE"  ADDED. 

The  Home  Mutual  Insurance  Company 
of  San  Francisco  is  a  stock  company;  it  is 
mutual  in  name  only.  .The  word  "mu- 
tual" in  its  corporate  title  is  therefore 
misleading.  The  elimination  of  "mutual" 
has  been  contemplated  for  many  years, 
and  the  necessary  legal  steps  for  the 
change  have  been  taken.  On  and  after 
January  1  the  name  will  be  the  Home 
Fire  and  Marine  Insurance  Company. 

The  new  name  is  certainly  an  improve- 
ment, and  it  expresses  the  facts.  The 
change  is  both  wise  and  timely,  for  there 
is  a  growing  and  well  grounded  prejudice 
against  mutual  fire  insurance,  especially 
in  the  East,  where  the  Home  Mutual  is 
writing  an  increasing  amount  of  business. 
While  the  company  does  not  incur  any  ill 
effects  from  this  prejudice  on  the  Coast 
where  it  is  so  well  known,  it  is  not  possi- 
ble for  it  to  wholly  escape  such  effects  in 
the  East  where  there  is  a  very  bitter 
feeling  among  all  classes  of  property- 
owners  against  mutual  fire  insurance. 
They  have  been  "scorched"  and  dread 
the  fire.  It  is  often  necessary  for  the 
agent  to  explain  that  the  Home  Mutual 
is  a  stock  company.  This  necessity  is 
easily  obviated  by  a  change  of  title, 
which  in  itself  is  a  simple  act  of  a  court. 


NeMT  Amsterdam  Casualty  Company's  Affairs. 

There  is  a  bitter  quarrel  on,  in  the 
home  office  of  the  new  New  Amstei-dam 
Casualty.  Auditor  Pratt  and  Manager 
Hart  (of  the  burglary  department)  are  on 
one  side  and  Manager  Chase  is  on  the 
other.  Chase  is  charged  with  extrava- 
gance of  management.  Hart  urges  the 
directors  to  remove  Chase  or  retire  the 
company.  The  New  Amsterdam  ab- 
sorbed the  Provident  Surety  of  San 
Francisco,  which  was  organized  by 
George  Pratt. 

Statistics  Brought  Down  to  Date. 

Our  page  and  a  half  Coast  and  Cali- 
fornia statistics,  printed  this  month,  in- 
clude all  figures  obtainable.  They  are 
taken  from  the  California  reports  and  the 
Coast  Review  tables.  Nearly  four  j-ears 
ago  Manager  Lowden,  in  his  admirable 
paper  on  "Statistics,"  read  before  the 
Fire  Underwriters  Association  of  the  Pa- 
cific, presented  these  figures  down  to  and 
including  1896.  We  have  but  continued 
the  compilation  in  the  same  form,  giving 
premium  and  burning  ratios,  and  adding 
the  figures  of  1897,  1898  and  1899,  and 
making  new  totals.  We  have  also  added 
the  amount  in  force  in  California  in  1871, 
which  has  not  hitherto  appeared  in  print. 

The  average  premium  rate  has  been 
lowered,  notably  in  California.  The  per- 
centages of  losses  to  amount  in  force  in 
California  are  an  interesting  feature  of 
these  tables: 

Mutual  Reserve  Fund  Refuses  to  be  Examined 
by  the  Iowa  Insurance  Department. 

In  transmitting  the  license  of  the  Mu- 
tual Reserve  Fund  Life  of  New  Yoi-k  to 
do  business  in  Iowa  during  1900 the  insur- 
ance department  of  that  state  notified  the 
association  that  it  reserved  "the  right  to 
make  a  personal  examination  and  verifica- 
tion of  the  statement  sometime  during 
the  present  year." 

About  the  middle  of  October  an  exam- 
iner of  the  Iowa  department  presented 
himself  at  the  office  in  New  York,  with 
authority  to  make  "a  thorough"  exam- 
ination into  the  affairs  of  the  association, 
and  with  authority  to  employ  any  needed 
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clerks  outside  of    his    department  force. 

The  manag'ement,  while  willing  to  sub- 
mit to  an  examination  for  the  purpose  of 
"verifying"  the  annual  statement,  ob- 
jected to  the  employment  of  five  or  six 
clerks  on  the  ground  of  expense,  and  of 
the  nominal  new  business  transacted  in 
Iowa. 

The  association  has  been  examined  by 
two  state  insurance  departments  this 
year.  Whether  their  work  was  thorough 
or  superficial,  partial  or  impai'tial,  we  do 
not  know.  The  fact  that  the  Iowa  de- 
partment preferred  to  make  an  examina- 
tion proves  nothing,  one  way  or  the 
other;  but  the  association's  acceptance  of 
a  license  last  January,  with  the  state 
auditor's  reservation  of  the  right  to 
make  "a  personal  examination"  during 
the  year,  seems  to  have  imposed  upon  it 
the  duty  of  submitting  to  the  stipulated 
examination.  It  accepted  the  license 
with  that  condition  when  the  business  in 
Iowa  was  as  small  as  now. 

Whether  the  Mutual  Reserve  Fund 
Life  Association  is  right  or  wrong  in  this 
matter,  its  refusal  under  the  circum- 
stances to  submit  to  the  proposed  thor- 
ough examination  can  not  be  otherwise 
than  hurtful  to  its  affairs.  The  Iowa  de- 
partment can  not  be  said  to  be  prejudiced 
against  the  association,  nor  has  the  state 
auditor  or  his  deputy  any  old  grudge  to 
feed.  The  association  was  willing  to  sub- 
mit to  six  departmental  examinations  in 
1895,  and  to  four  in  1898,  and  there  seems 
to  be  no  extraordinary  reasons  for  refus- 
ing to  submit  to  a  third  examination  in 
1900,  after  taking  over  the  business  of 
a  large  (and  embarrassed)  assessment 
association. 

We  believe  the  management  hasmade 
a  grave  mistake.  There  is  none  too  much 
confidence  in  the  stability  of  the  associa- 
tion anyway;  and  the  refusal  to  submit  to 
the  Iowa  department  examination  will 
provoke  suspicions  which  may  be  unjust 
but  which  are  nevertheless  legitimate. 


Another  trusted  employe,  of  a  New  York 
bank,  had  a  sweet  old  time  spending  $700,000 
of  the  bank's  money,  and  it  took  him  a  dozen 
years  to  "burn"  it.  There  appears  to  have 
been  no  fidelity  insurance  in  either  case. 


Bankers  in  New  Jersey  were  surprised  that 
a  trusted  employe  had  absconded  with  $100,- 
000  of  the  bank's  money,  though  he  had  been 
paid   the   munificent   salary  of  $900  a  year. 


Chips. 

— Spokane  is  to  have  a  new  first  class  $.5,000 
fire  engine. 

— Sanoek's  youthful  firebug  will  be  sent  to  a 
reform  school. 

— Rebaters  are  baiters  too.  What  is  better 
bait  than  a  rebate  J 

— Indiana's  new  governor,  W.  S.  Durbin,  is 
a  local  insurance  agent. 

— Acetylene  gas  headlights  will  hereafter 
be  used  by  the  S.  P.  R.  R.  Co. 

—The  North  American  Life  of  Toronto  has  in- 
vaded the  United  Slates  with  an  old-line 
flag. 

— One  hundred  and  thirty-six  million  dol- 
lars assets  has  the  Northwestern  Mutual 
Life  now. 

— In  Great  Britain  there  is  an  Absolute  Life 
Assurance  Co.,  about  five  years  old,  which  has 
sunk  its  entire  capital  of  $80,000. 

— John  T.  Fogarty,  superintendent  of  agen- 
cies of  the  Royal  and  Queen,  came  in  from 
Montana  to  discharge  the  duties  of  an  Amer- 
ican sovereign,  and  then  went  north  on  a 
steamer. 

—Mutual  fire  insurance  in  Georgia  has  been 
so  unsatisfactory  that  the  state  comptroller 
says  he  will  recommend  legislation  prohibit- 
ing the  organization  of  companies  with  less 
than  $100,000  assets. 

-Pacific  West  Legislatures.— Legislatures 
will  meet  January  2  in  Colorado;  January  7 
in  California,  Idaho,  Montana;  January  8, 
Wyoming;  January  14,  Oregon,  Utah,  Wash- 
ington; January  21,  Nevada;  January  16, 
Arizona;  January  21,  New  Mexico— as  com- 
I)iled  by  the  Weekly  Underwriter. 

—United  States  Manager  Robert  Dickson 
of  the  Royal  Exchange  made  a  pleasant  visit 
to  San  Francisco  last  week.  He  returns  home 
via  Portland  and  the  Northern  Pacific,  Mon- 
day, November  19,  and  will  visit  a  number  of 
Northwestern  cities  on  his  way  back  to  New 
York.  Mr.  Dickson  is  looking  well,  and  it  is 
evident  that  the  Eastern  climate  agrees  with 
him. 
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^Defective  wiking  is  said  to  be  responsible 
for  the  drugstore  explosion  and  big  fire  in  New 
York  city  recently. 

— A  LIFE  insurance  conspiracy  sensation  is  re- 
ported at  Lj'nn,  Mass.,  where  a  prominent 
physician,  who  was  implicated,  has  just  com- 
mitted suicide.  It  is  said  the  detectives  have 
discovered  $100,000  fraudulent  life  insurance 
claims  paid. 

— There  may  be  some  error  in  this.  The 
Chehalis,  Wash.,  Bee-Nugget  of  November  9 
says:  "An  agent  for  a  foreign  insurance  com- 
pany has  been  doing  business  in  Lewis  county 
during  the  past  summer.  He  secures  the  sig- 
nature of  a  farmer  to  what  purports  to  be  an 
application  for  fire  insurance.  The  applica- 
tion turns  out  to  be  a  note  which  the  farmer 
will  be  compelled  to  pay.  He  urges  the 
farmer  to  put  heavy  insurance  on  his  property, 
and  will  take  three  times  the  value  of  the 
property  if  the  owner  wants  to  pay  for  that 
much  insui'ance.  The  moral  is  plain.  Let, 
traveling  fakirs  alone."  No  legitimate  com- 
pany will  knowingly  employ  such  a  man.  The 
Washington  paper  should  print  names. 

— Our  table  of  Coast  Losses  by  States,  print- 
ed elsewhere,  has  been  completed  to  Novem- 
ber 1  as  compiled  from  Coast  Review  loss  re- 
ports. Compared  with  last  year  up  to  the 
same  date,  San  Francisco,  California  as  a 
whole  and  Idaho  are  the  onlj'  large  districts 
which  show  a  falling  off.  The  interior  dis- 
tricts of  California  make  a  very  creditable 
showing,  and  will  probably  yield  a  fair  un- 
derwriting profit  for  the  year.  Oregon  losses 
exceed  those  for  all  of  last  year.  Montana 
losses  are  already  about  two  and  a  half  times 
the  total  for  '99.  Utah  losses  exceed  last 
year's  total.  Washington  losses  are  nearly 
as  great  as  last  year's  total.  Arizona's  total 
is  1560,690  against  1126,737  for  the  same  ten 
months  of  '99.  But  with  all  these  increased 
losses,  the  falling  off  in  California  has  kept 
the  Coast  total  down  to  only  a  quarter  of  a 
million  more  than  reported  to  date  last  year. 
Allowing  for  increased  premium  receipts,  the 
average  loss  ratio  promises  to  be  about  the 
same  favorable  percentage  as  last  year. 
Speaking  of  premium  receipts  reminds  us 
that  a  number  of  managers  say  they  will 
show  a  gain  of  about  5  per  cent.,  while  others 
say  their  premiums  will  be  about  the  same. 
Estimating  the  Pacific  West  premiums  as 
$11,200,000,  as  reported  to  us,  and  the  losses 
paid  as  $5,200,000,  the  average  loss  ratio  will 
be  the  same  as  last  year. 


/ 


-Thomas  A.  Buckner,  superintendent  of 
agencies  of  the  New  York  Life,  is  to  be  made 
fourth  vice-president. 

— In  LessThan  Three  Years. — The  secretary 
of  a  companj'  at  Kaukauna,  Wis.,  died  the 
other  day  with  $85,000  insurance  on  his  life, 
all  taken  out  in  less  than  three  years.  The 
Northwestern  Mutual  had  $30,000;  New  York 
and  yEtna,  $15,000  each;  National  of  Vei*mont, 
$5,000. 

— The  Germania  Life  Insurance  Company 
has  taken  advanced  grounds  by  prohibiting 
its  agents  from  making  estimates  of  future 
returns  on  its  policies.  It  has  recalled  all  lit- 
erature making  estimates.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  making  of  estimates  is  injurious  to 
life  insurance  interests  in  the  long  run. 

— The  note  for  premium  on  a  policy  for  $50,000 
was  returned  with  a  demand  for  security. 
Meantime  the  insured  died.  Administrator 
claims  the  transaction  was  closed  and  the  pol- 
icy in  force.  Defendant  claims  the  note  was 
never  accepted  and  the  insurance  was  not  in 
force.    The  case  is  on  trial  in  Louisville. 

— Salt  Lake.— p.  J.  Conway,  stockbroker  and 
insurance  agent,  was  arrested  last  week  on  a 
charge  of  forgery.     On  November  14  an  at-     / 
tachment  suit  for  $1,200  premiums  was  filed  .  / 
bj'  the  Atlas,  and  his  furniture  and  horses  and  ^ 
carriages  were  levied  upon.     Conway,  who  is 
at   liberty  on  a  $2,000  bond,  is  said  to  have 
decamped. 

— One  of  the  companies  maintaining  dual 
agencies  in  a  western  city  ordered  its  agent 
to  either  cancel  a  certain  policy  or  secure  re- 
insurance for  the  full  amount.  The  agent 
stepped  over  to  the  ofiice  of  his  rival  and  took 
out  a  policy  of  reinsurance  in  the  same  com- 
pany. This  is  one  of  the  cases  where  for  a 
few  days  a  company  carried  its  own  policy  as 
reinsurance. — Chicago  Times-Herald. 

— The  cynical  observer  who  declared  that  out 
of  100  fires  no  fewer  than  40  are  of  incendiary 
origin,  for  the  majority  of  which  fire  insur- 
ance is  responsible,  will  certainly  applaud  the 
arbitrarj' action  of  the  president  of  the  little 
Central  American  "republic,"  Costa  Rica.  As 
printed  elsewhere,  this  ofHcial  has  issued  a 
decree  prohibiting  any  fire  insurance  company 
from  doing  business  in  the  country.  By  this 
measure  he  hopes  to  prevent  incendiary  fires; 
but  he  will  have  to  issue  several  more  decrees 
before  he  can  prevent  the  insurance  of  mer- 
chandise in  companies  not  "doing  business" 
in  Costa  Rica. 
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-Manageu  Thomas  J.  Conhoy  is  out  of  town. 

—The  Western  Life  &  Accident  Co.  of  Den- 
ver is  a  new  assessment  venture. 

— The  Pacific  Mutual  Life  will  make  a  fine 
showing  in  its  annual  statement. 

— The  automobile  has  latelj-  been  conspicuous 
in  Insurance  Town  in  San  Francisco. 

— S.  A.  Rothermel,  assistant  secretary  of  the 
Traders  of  Chicago,  is  visiting  San  Francisco. 

— FiKE  losses  are  falling  off  in  the  East.  But 
the  American  total  this  year  will  be  a  record 
breaker. 

— J.  B.  Walden,  Jr.,  has  been  appointed  a 
special  agent  for  the  Scottish  Union  &  Na- 
tional by  Manager  Medcraft. 

— The  authorities  are  taking  steps  to  shut  out 
the  Tontine  Savings,  the  Minnesota  diamond 
scheme,  which  has  been  operating  in  Califor- 
nia for  several  years,  and  has  done  about  all 
the  harm  it  can. 

— Fred  H.  Beaver,  of  the  firm  of  Kilgarif  & 
Beaver,  San  Francisco,  general  agents  of  the 
Pacific  Mutual  Life,  went  to  the  City  of 
Mexico  on  November  14,  with  air  excursion 
party.  He  is  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Beaver. 
The  itinerary  embraces  the  City  of  Mexico, 
Oaxaca,  Puebla,  Apizoco,  Queretaro,  and 
other  points  of  interest. 

— Explosion. — A  mysterious  explosion  occur- 
red in  the  basement  of  the  Mutual  Life  build- 
ing, San  Francisco,  at  3  o'clock  last  Sunday 
morning.  The  force  of  the  explosion  wrecked 
doors  and  windows  as  high  as  the  third  story. 
The  firemen  say  there  was  a  smell  of  gun- 
powder. The  police  think  there  was  an  accu- 
mulation of  gas.  Fire  Marshal  Towe's  theory 
is  that  the  electric  controller  burst  from  an 
accumulation  of  power. 

— General  Manager  E.  R.  Owen,  of  the  Com- 
mercial Union,  of  London,  who  has  been  visit- 
ing the  United  States,  looking  after  the 
change  of  state  deposits  from  the  old  Palatine 
to  the  credit  of  the  new  Palatine,  incidentally 
visited  the  Pacific  Coast  a  few  days  ago,  and 
conferred  with  Managers  Mullins  and  Laton. 
This  was  Manager  Owen's  first  trip  to  San 
Francisco  since  his  visit  thirteen  years  ago. 
From  here  he  went  to  New  Orleans,  where 
he  conferred  with  the  general  agents  of  the 
Commercial  Union  and  Palatine.  While  here 
he  met  the  staffs  of  the  Commercial  Union 
and  Palatine  ofiQces  at  an  informal  luncheon 
at  an  uptown  restaurant. 


— General  Agent  Walter  J.  Wilson  of  the 
Niagara  Fire  has  just  returned  from  Hono- 
lulu. 

— In  the  Coast  Review  Chart  this  year  the 
writer  estimated  the  population  of  the  United 
States  at  77,000,000.  The  census  x'eturns 
total  76,295,320. 

— Peter  Outcalt  has  resumed  business  as  an 
adjuster,  with  ofdces  in  the  Dan'l  Meyers 
building  on  Pine  street.  Mr.  O.  will  no 
longer  adjust  losses  for  the  assured,  however. 

— San  Francisco  had  Two. — The  Policyhold- 
ers' National  Union,  of  Columbus,  O.,  is  said 
to  be  "insolvent,"  and  a  receiver  has  been 
asked  for.  It  is  a  scheme  alleged  to  be  for  the 
purpose  of  passing  on  policies,  and  represent- 
ing the  insured  in  the  event  of  loss.  The 
actual  purpose  of  such  schemes  is  to  get  the 
date  of  expiration,  and  perhaps  to  replace  the 
policy  with  9,  cut-rate. 

— Election  of  Directors. — The  board  of 
directors  of  the  Pacific  Mutual  Life  Insur- 
ance Co.,  at  a  meeting  on  November  12,  elect- 
ed P.  N.  Lilienthal  and  Wakefield  Baker 
directors  to  succeed  G.  W.  Beaver  and  Sam- 
uel Lavenson,  deceased.  Both  of  the  new 
directors  are  well  known  and  successful  San 
Francisco  business  men.  Mr.  Lilienthal  is 
manager  of  the  Anglo-California  Bank.  Mr. 
Baker  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Baker  & 
Hamilton. 

— The  New  Yoi'k  fire  department  has  adopted 
a  new  life  saving  net.  •  The  net  consists  of  a 
circular  gas  pipe  frame,  which  shuts  up  like 
an  old-fashioned  purse.  When  opened  the 
frame  has  a  diameter  of  fifteen  feet,  At- 
tached to  the  frame  is  the  canvas  net,  lined 
with  a  layer  of  wadding  two  inches  thick.  To 
reduce  to  the  minimum  the  shock  to  the  per- 
son striking  the  net,  the  canvas  is  attached 
by  strong  metal  springs,  which  take  up  the 
force  of  the  impact. 

— The  first  calendar  of  the  season  comes 
from  the  Continental  Fire  Ins.  Co.  The  sub- 
ject of  1901's  illustration  is  "Jasper  Replacing 
the  Flag  at  Ft.  Moultrie,  June  28,  1776." 
Every  American  schoolboy  knows  the  story  of 
brave  Sergeant  William  Jasper.  The  flag- 
staff over  the  little  palmetto  wood  fort  was 
cut  away  by  a  ball  from  a  British  ship  early 
in  the  engagement,  and  the  flag  fell  out  on 
the  beach.  Jasper  clambered  down  and  back, 
and  fixed  the  flag  firmly  upon  the  bastion. 
This  was  done  in  sight  of  the  hostile  fleet  and 
in  the  midst  of  hot  firing. 
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— Strong,  Belden  &  Fahu  succeed  Hale  & 
Strono-.     Mr.  Beldeu  is  a  son  of  H.  K.  Belden. 

— F.  O'L.  BrcK  of  Denver,  of  the  Liverpool 
&  London  &  Globe,  has  been  visiting  Califor- 
nia. 

— MAN.4.GER  Latox  having  resigned  the 
Ti'aders,  a  representative  of  the  company 
will  soon  visit  San  Francisco  and  appoint  his 
successor. 

— F.  G.  White  of  Denver,  of  the  Fireman's 
Fund,  who  has  been  employed  in  the  home  of- 
fice for  a  time,  has  returned  home  to  resume 
field  work. 

— G.  H.  Mendell,  of  Salt  Lake,  special  agent 
of  the  Fireman's  Fund,  has  been  called  to 
the  home  ofBce,  where  he  will  remain  for 
some  time. 

— H.  E.  Parkhurst,  formerly  a  special,  is  now 
employed  in  the  office  of  Board  of  Fire  Under- 
writers of  the  Pacific.  He  was  formerly 
manager  of  District  E.  at  Butte. 

—What  Equitable?— The  Los  Vegas,  N.  M., 
Optic  says:  "Special  Agent  G.  E.  Brewer,  of 
the  Equitable  company  at  Albuquerque,  has 
gone  across  the  plains  to  Mora  to  adjust  a  fire 
loss,  recently  sustained." 

— Arroyo  Grande,  Cal. — Judge  Amos  Lowe, 
appointed  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  N.  H. 
Kose,  i-esigned,  has  purchased  from  the  latter 
his  insurance  business,  and  now  represents 
the  Fireman's  Fund,  Hartford  Fire,  North 
British  and  Williamsburg  City. 

—It  is  now  "Judge"  Miller.  The  genial  as- 
sistant secretary  of  the  Pacific  Mutual  (and 
superintendent  of  the  industrial  department), 
T.  L.  Miller,  who  resides  at  Belvedere,  was 
elected  justice  of  the  peace  the  other  day, 
"all  unbeknownst"  to  him.  Judge  Miller's 
official  compensation  will  be  the  fees  of  the 
oBfice,  in  a  suburban  town  where  nobody  was 
ever  known  to  do  wrong. 

— New  Members  of  E.\ecl-tive  Committee.— 
At  the  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Boai'd  of 
Fire  Underwriters  of  the  Pacific,  November  9, 
four  new  membersof  the  executive  committee 
were  elected,  to-wit:  Geo.  W.  Spencer, 
Rolla  V.  Watt,  Wm.  Macdonald,  Thomas  J. 
Conroy.  Other  members  of  the  executive 
committee  are:  Chas.  D.  Haven,  ex-officio; 
Wm.  J.  Dutton,  ex-offlcio;  Cesar  Bertheau, 
Arthur  Brown,  Herbert  Folger.  The  retiring 
four  members  are:  F.  J.  Devlin,  W.  H.  Low- 
den,  R.  C.  Medcraft,  Geo.  F.  Gx'ant. 


— President  Dutton  of  the  Fii-eman's  Fund 
is  visiting  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

—  III. — Secretary  Robert  Smith  of  the 
Traders,  of  Chicago,  is  seriously  ill. 

— A  discouraged  life  solicitor  writes  us  for 
advice.  We  recommend  that  he  buy  a  pack- 
age of  glue. 

— F^ANK  B.  Abbey,  a  local  agent  at  San  Juan, 
Cal.,  has  a  record  which  those  interested 
might  do  well  to  investigate. 

— The  National  Association  of  Life  Under- 
writers' committee  on  membership  recom- 
mends the  admission  of  worthy  sub-agents  to 
local  associations. 

—General  Agent  Ward  of  the  German  of 
Freeport  has  rented  offices  at  317  Pine  street. 
Hain-ison  House  worth,  formerly  in  the  busi- 
ness in  this  city,  has  been  employed. 

—Foreign  companies  will  be  required  to  file 
home  office  statements  with  the  New  York 
and  other  insurance  departments  hereafter. 
This  was  formerly  the  rule  in  California. 

— The  Lombrosoan  who  said  twins  are  a  sign 
of  degeneration  finds  confirmation  in  the  news- 
paper account  of  two  twin  brothers  who  mar- 
ried two  twin  sisters,  each  of  whom  recently 
gave  birth  to  triplets. 

— New  York  lawyers  say  the  companies  are 
not  liable  for  explosion  losses  in  the  recent 
big  drug  store  fire  if  the  explosives  were 
stored  contrary  to  law.  The  policies  were 
thereby  made  void  as  to  the  insured,  but  not 
as  to  mortgagees. 

— A  St.  Louis  broker  secured  several  applica- 
tions for  the  New  York  Life  by  making  mis- 
representations. Suit  was  begun  against  the 
company  in  Marion  county.  111.  The  company 
returned  the  notes,  paid  all  costs,  and  has 
sued  the  broker  for  commissions  paid  him. 

— Big  Salvage  Clalm. — The  Austrian  tramp 
steamer  Olga,  which  went  ashore  on  San 
Francisco  beach  and  was  pulled  off  by  tugs, 
has  been  libeled  in  the  sum  of  ^175,000  by  the 
tug  companies,  for  services  rendered.  Some 
years  ago  the  admiralty  court  in  San  Fran- 
cisco held  that  a  salvage  claim  must  be  reason- 
able. In  the  case  under  consideration  the 
ship  was  dragging  her  anchors  and  ueariiig 
the  rocks.  A  tug  captain  refused  to  extend 
any  help  for  less  than  a  large  stipulated  sum. 
His  terms,  after  several  hours  delay,  were 
perforce  complied  with;  but  the  court  award- 
ed him  only  a  sum  deemed  fair. 
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— General  Agent  Keller  is  in  Salt  Lake. 

—Butte. — Manager  F.  S.  Jones  of  the  Sie- 
mens &  Lavvler  agency  was  niai'rled  Novem- 
ber 2. 

— llossLANi),  ja.  C,  boasts  that  "the  water 
has  not  been  through  the  hose  for  fire  pur- 
poses in  the  past  seven  months." 

— J.  B.  Levison,  second  vice-president  and 
marine  secretary  of  the  Fireman's  Fund,  who 
has  returned  from  Europe,  visited  the  Paris 
exposition. 

— The  surviving  partner  of  Van  Slyke  &  Co., 
managers  of  the  Coast  department  of  the 
Manhattan  Fire,  F.  J.  Fallon,  will  continue 
the  business  under  the  firm  name  for  the 
present,  and  later  as  Fallon  &Co. 

— N.  A.  L.  F.  I.  A— The  National  Association 
of  Local  Fire  Agents  has  named  itscommittee- 
men  for  the  ensuing  year.  Among  those  on 
state  organization  are :  R.  S.  Brannen,  Den- 
ver; J.  T,  O'Brien,  Butte;  Walter  J.  Ball, 
Tacoma.  E.  W!  Wilson  of  Salt  Lake  is  a 
member  of  the  executive  committee. 

— Albuquerque,  N.  M.— The  Democrat  of  Oc- 
tober 30  headlines  thus:  "Early  Morning 
Fire" — The  Metropolitan  Block  Narrowly  Es- 
capes Dissolution  into  Its  Primordial  Ga«ses — 
Undoubtedly  an  Incendiary  Fire."  In  seven 
rooms  the  firemen  found  that  coal  oil  had 
been  liberally  sprinkled  over  bedclothes,  fur- 
niture and  floors. 

— Alameda,  Cal.,  had  a  lively  "general  fire"  on 
November  6.  The  blaze  originated  in  the 
feed  store  of  Bruns  &  Strunz,  it  is  said.  Had 
a  breeze  been  blowing  the  damage  would  have 
been  very  serious.  The  Encjnal  says:  "There 
was  not  an  observant  man  present  at  the  fire 
but  realized  the  necessity  for  an  increased 
tire  department.'' 

— Pacific  Coast  Fire  Chiefs. — This  associa- 
tion convened  at  Spokane  last  month.  Those 
in  attendance  were  chiefly  from  the  North- 
west. The  Southwest  was  not  represented. 
Among  the  subjects  discussed  were:  "The 
Relation  of  Fire  Departments  to  Municipal 
Governments,"  by  Gardner  Kellogg;  "What 
is  the  Best  Method  of  Training  Men  for  the 
Fire  Department  Service  and  What  is  the 
Need  of  Physical  Exercise?"  by  A.  H.  Myers, 
of  Spokane;  "Advanced  Ideas  and  Improve- 
ments in  the  Manufacture  of  Fire  Apparatus, 
with  Especial  Reference  to  Automobile  Pro- 
pulsion," by  A.  G.  Long;  "Hours  and  Pay  of 
Firemen,"  by  Thomas  Deasy. 


— The  Union  Mutual  Life  is  writing  an  in- 
creased amount  of  new  business. 

— The  Mutual  Benefit  Association  of  Denver 
has  not  paid  an  overdue  $500  death  claim,  and 
a  receiver  has  been  asked  for. 

— Rotten  hose  was  responsible  for  the  loss  of 
a  building  at  a  recent  suburban  fire.  Five 
lengths  burst  at  a  critical  period. 

—  Manager  Geo.  W.  Turner  sends  out  a 
handsome  half-tone  of  the  new  battleship 
"Wisconsin,"  recently  built  in  San  Francisco. 

—Vice-President  Snow  of  the  Home  says: 
"We  have  no  fault  to  find  either  with  the 
quantity  or  quality  of  our  (Coast)  business; 
neither  have  we  any  fault  to  find  with  the 
net  result  thus  far  this  year." 

— Nearly  500  Equitable  Life  agents,  of  the 
New  York  City  or  Metropolitan  district,  dined  > 
together  on  October  31.  The  speeches  were 
largely  devoted  to  the  benefits  derived  by 
the  agents  from  the  Equitable's  new  commis- 
sion contract. 

— Wm.  L.  Jones,  president  of  the  Milwaukee 
Mechanics,  made  a  flying  trip  to  the  Coast, 
and  left  on  the  11th  for  Denver.  In  company 
with  Manager  Bromwell  he  visited  Los  Ange- 
les, San  Jose  and  other  California  cities.  Mr. 
Jones  is  a  member  of  the  Western  Union.  It 
is  his  intention  to  return  to  California  next 
Spring,  in  company  with  Mrs.  Jones,  and 
spend  several  weeks  in  the  state. 

—San  Diego.— Ex-Fire  Commissioner  G.  B. 
Grow  was  banqueted,  November  5,  by  the 
members  of  the  San  Diego  fire  department. 
Commissioner  Burt  reviewed  the  history  of 
the  department  since  it  was  organized  eleven 
years  ago.  He  said  the  Board  of  Fire  Under- 
writers of  San  Francisco  ranked  the  San 
Diego  fire  department  as  second  to  none  in 
the  state  in  efliciency.  Insurance  rates  have 
been  reduced  to  the  lowest  possible  figures. 
Turning  to  Mr.  Grow  the  speaker,  in  behalf 
of  the  department,  presented  him  with  a 
handsome  gold  medal  inscribed:  "Presented 
to  G.  B.  Grow  by  the  members  of  the  San 
Diego  fire  department  in  recognition  of  his 
faithful  services  as  fire  commissioner  from 
March,  1890,"  to  September,  1900." 

—  POSITION  WANTED  AS  GENERAL  INSURANCE  CLERK. 
THOROUGH  IN  ALL  DETAILS  OF  FIRE,  LIFE  AND  ACCIDENT 
INSURANCE,  AS  WELL  AS  BOOKKEEPING  AND  STENOGRA- 
PHY.     NEW  YORK  AND  PACIFIC  COAST  REFERENCES. 
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— Selma,  Cai..— T.  L.  Jones  has  engaged  in 
the  insurance  business. 

— The  late  Jno.  P.  Jackson,  collector  of  the 
San  Francisco  Port,  had  $20,000  life  insurance. 

—The  Watsonville,  Cal.,  Register  says  that 
D.  F.  Maher  and  A.  E.  Joy  have  formed  a 
partnership  in  the  law  and  insurance  business. 

—Thomas  Bakewell,  Riverside,  Cal.,  has 
sold  his  insurance  business  to  Tetl'ey  &  King- 
man, but  advertises  that  he  is  "personally  in- 
terested in  all  renewals." 

—Victoria-Montreal  Sued.- For  an  unpaid 
Ottawa  claim  and  an  unpaid  Winnipeg  claim 
this  new  fantastic  Canadian  fire  oflice,  han- 
dled with  tongs  by  this  journal,  has  suffered 
tvvo  writs. 

—Prune  Warehouse  Burned.  —  Mrs.  A. 
Arnetta's  prune  warehouse  in  Santa  Clara 
county,  Cal.,  burned  November  1.  The  press 
dispatch  says  there  are  rea.sous  for  believing 
the  fire  was  of  incendiary  origin. 

—They  didn't  know  the  acetylene  gas 
machine  was  loaded.  One  of  the  two  men 
was  killed,  and  the  other  was  seriously  in- 
jured. The  particulars  of  this  accident  are 
printed  in  this  month's  Coast  Review. 

—Missoula,  Mon.— Chief  Walling  says  the 
department  needs  a  flii'st-class  hook  and  lad- 
der and  chemical  combined.  With  it,  there 
would  have  been  no  necessity  for  turning  on 
water  at  the  recent  fire  in  the  Higgins  block. 

—J.  H.  Ankele,  special  agent  for  the  North 
German,  contracted  a  serious  illness  during  a 
visit  to  Guaymas,  Mex.,  whither  he  went  to 
adjust  a  loss  for  his  company.  The  symptoms 
were  those  of  ptomaine  poisoning.  Mr. 
Ankele  is  now  convalescent. 

— Transferred.— Capt.  Gilbert  E.  Overton, 
heretofore  special  agent  in  the  southern  part 
of  California  for  the  Milwaukee  Mechanics, 
has  been  appointed  special  agent  for  the  en- 
tire Coast  field,  succeeding  C.  H.  Ward. 
Frank  E.  Walsh  succeeds  Capt.  Overton  in 
the  southern  field. 

— Weldon  D.  Whelan  of  Los  Angeles  has 
been  appointed  special  agent  for  southern 
California  and  Arizona  by  the  Fireman's 
Fund,  succeeding  L.  M.  Seaton,  who  is  to  be 
transferred  to  another  field  after  vacation. 
Mr.  Whelan  was  formerly  local  agent  for  the 
Fireman's  Fund  and  the  Milwaukee  Me- 
chanics. 


— President  Moore  of  the  Pacific  Mutual  has 
returned  from  his  Easfern  trip. 

— Assistant  Manager  Clark  of  the  United 
States  department  of  the  Phoenix  of  London, 
of  New  York,  is  visiting  San  Francisco. 

— Mendocino,  Cal. —John  Miller  v.  insurance 
companies.  Three  suits  begun  to  recover  in- 
surance on  Mansion  House,  Mendocino  City. 
Defendants  claim  that  plaintiff  caused  the 
burning  to  defraud  them.  Case  set  for 
Nov.  16. 

— The  many  personal  friends  of  Vice-Pres- 
ident Faymonville  of  the  Fireman's  Fund' 
will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  he  has  fully  re- 
covered his  health.  He  is  still  unable,  how- 
ever, to  "go  round  the  links."  Mr.  F.  is  an 
enthusiastic  golf-player. 

— Colfax,  Wash. — Thirty-five  volunteer  mem- 
bers composing  the  fire  department  "struck," 
October  26,  handing  in  their  resignations. 
Cause,  failure  of  the  little  city  to  px'ovide  rub- 
ber coats  and  boots.  The  resignation  took 
place  immediately  after  a  fire. 

— California  Decision. — Eureka  Mercantile 
Co.  v.  California  Insurance  Co.,  Cal.  S.  C. 
Action  on  a  judgment  rendered  in  favor  of 
plaintiff  against  defendant  in  the  circuit 
court  of  Alabama.  Defense  that  service  in 
Alabama  had  been  made  on  a  man  who  had 
been  agent  of  defendant,  but  whose  agency 
had  terminated  before  the  service.  Held— 
The  circuit  court  of  Alabama  did  not  obtain 
jurisdiction  of  the  defendant  corporation 
(which  is  incorporated  in  California).  The 
contention  that  the  agency  at  the  time  of 
service  was  determined  in  the  adjudicata, 
cannot  be  maintained.  No  issue  of  that 
agency  was  presented  to  that  court  for  deter- 
mination. 

—Death  of  E.  W.  S.  Van  Sltke. — Pneumo- 
nia caused  the  death  of  E.  W.  S.  Van  Slyke 
at  Los  Angeles  on  November  1,  after  an  illness 
of  only  two  or  three  days.  The  deceased  had 
recovered  from  two  previous  attacks  of  the 
same  disease.  Mr.  Van  Slyke  was  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Van  Slyke  &  Co.,  managers  for 
the  Manhattan  Fire  in  this  field  during  the 
past  few  months.  He  was  a  native  of  Madi- 
son, Wis.,  and  was  about  forty-five  years, old. 
About  twelve  years  ago  Mr.  Van  Slyke  came 
to  San  Francisco  and  engaged  in  fire  insur- 
ance as  the  representative  of  the  Mutual 
Fire.  Afterwards  he  represented  other  Arm- 
strong companies,  New  York  Lloyds,  and 
later  the  Broad  waj-. 
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Extra,  October  24,  woo. 
— Tkeasukeu  Gibbs  of  the  home  oftice  of  the 
New  York  Life  died  on  the  20th  inst. 

—The  Puovident  Savings  general  agent  for 
Utah,  F.  S.  Harris,  is  a  candidate  for  secre- 
tary of  state. 

—On  or  about  Januarj' 1st  the  Pacitic  Insur- 
ance and  Commercial  World  will  endeavor  to 
flll  a  long  felt  want. 

—The  editor  of  this  journal  has  begun  the 
compilation  of  The  Pacific  Coast  Insurance 
Blue  Book.     It  is  a  compilation  long  needed. 

—The  J.  D.  Maxwell  Co.  has  been  appointed 
city  agents  of  the  Manchester  Assurance 
Company  and  has  joined  the  local  board. 

— Phcenix,  a.  T. — J.  L.  Morse  combines  the 
nursery  business  with  life  insurance.  This 
is  the  first  time  we  ever  heard  of  this  com- 
bination. 

— The  Fidelity  Fire  of  Baltimore  has  been 
amalgamated  with  the  Firemen's  of  the 
same  city.  The  Fidelity  is  represented  in 
San  Francisco,  but  no  attempt  has  been  made 
to  write  for  it  as  yet. 

— Paul  M.  Nippekt  has  severed  his  connection 
with  the  J.  D.  Maxwell  Co.,  and  has  accepted 
the  city  agencj'  of  Edwai'd  Brown  &  Sons' 
companies.  Mr.  Nippert's  son  Arthur  is  in 
charge,  with  offices  at  411-413  Californiastreet. 

— The  American  Journal  of  Life  Insurance,  of 
Des  Moines,  is  new  itself,  and  it  may  there- 
fore be  pardoned  for  referring  to  the  "Sen- 
tinels of  the  Universe"  of  California  as  a  "new 
fraternal  beneficiary  society."  The  Guardian 
Sentinels  of  the  earth,  the  moon  and  the  stars 
also  were  organized  five  or  six  years  ago,  but 
are  still  looking  through  the  little  end  of  the 
telescope. 

—Population. — California  has  a  population  of 
1,485,053,  a  gain  of  277,000,  since  1890.  Of  this 
gain,  179,000  has  taken  place  in  incorporated 
cities  and  towns  having  more  than  2,000  in- 
habitants. The  gain  in  country  and  villages 
has  been  only  96,000,  in  the  decade.  Every 
state  and  territory  in  the  Pacitic  West  shows 
gains,  except  Nevada.  The  order  of  popula- 
tion, after  California,  is— Colorado,  Washing- 
ton, Oregon,  Utah,  Montana,  New  Mexico, 
Idaho,  Hawaii,  Arizona,  Alaska,  Nevada. 
Oregon  gained  100,000  in  the  ten  yeai-s ;  Wash- 
ington, over  166,000;  Utah,  69,000;  Wyoming, 
32,000;  Montana,  111,000;  Colorado,  127,500; 
Idaho,  77,000;  Alaska,  13,000;  Arizona,  nearly 
62,000;  Hawaii,  64,000;  New  Mexico,  40,000. 


Extra,  November  10,  1900. 
-The  Balloon  Club  has  "Finis"  "writ  large." 

— Manager  Lowden  of  the  Norwich  Union 
has  just  returned  from  a  two-weeks  trip  in 
southern  California. 

— S.  E.  Lankard,  insurance  agent,  had  a  fire 
of  his  own,  near  Santa  Fe,  the  other  night. 
Wonder  if  he  was  insured? 

Chicago.— Jas.  S.  Phillips,  of  the  firm  of 
Fred  S.  James  &  Co.,  of  Chicago,  died  Nov- 
ember 4.  Deceased  was  61  years  old  and  a 
native  of  Hamburg,  Germany. 

—United  States  Manager  F.  G.  Voss,  of 
the  Thuringia  and  Frankfort,  is  slightly  in- 
disposed in  Fi-ankfort.  His  return  home  has 
therefore  been  delayed  a  few  days. 

— According  to  a  press  dispatch  from  Spokane, 
the  Northern  Pacific  is  to  be  sued  for  dam- 
ages by  the  Shaw-Wells  Co.  fire.  It  is  alleged 
that  sparks  from  a  switch  engine  started  the 
blaze. 

— United  States  Manager  Robert  Dickson 
of  the  Royal  Exchange  arrived  in  San  Fran- 
cisco on  the  evening  of  November  7.  Man- 
ager Frank  Dickson,  who  went  as  far  East  as 
Chicago,  returned  with  him. 

— According  to  the  Albuquerque,  N.  M., 
Democrat,  X.  E.  Burnes,  of  San  Francisco,  is 
"one  of  the  best  known  and  most  successful 
insurance  men  in  the  United  States."  Per- 
haps Mr.  B.  has  admitted  it. 

— Secretary  Weinmann  of  the  Fireman's 
Fund  has  returned  from  his  vacation  ti'ip  in 
southern  California  and  Arizona.  In  the  lat- 
ter territory  he  enjoyed  a  wild  turkey  hunt, 
and  shot  as  many  of  these  noble  birds  as  the 
conscience  of  a  true  sportsman  would  allow. 

— Oakland,  Cal.  ,  Enquirer,  Nov.  7. — J.  S. 
Barnes,  the  life  insurance  agent,  who  was 
arrested  sometime  ago  on  a  charge  of  issuing 
fraudulent  life  insui-ance  policies,  pleaded  not 
guilty  to  a  charge  of  forgery  this  morning  in 
Judge  Greene's  court  and  had  his  case  set  for 
trial  on  December  13th. 

— Manager  William  H.  Cunningham  of  the 
Western  department  of  the  Fire  Association 
of  Philadelphia  at  Chicago,  died  at  his  home 
on  October  28,  soon  after  returning  from 
Europe,  whither  he  went  in  a  vain  search  for 
health.  Mr.  Cunningham  had  been  general 
agent  and  manager  of  the  Fire  Association  for 
twenty-eight  years.  Assistant  Manager 
Henry  W.  Bush  succeeds  him. 
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—The  New  Denver  (B.  C.)  Ledge  says: 
"James  J.  Godfrey  has  opened  a  fine  line  of 
insurance." 

— The  Standard  of  Detroit  write  a  sicliness 
policy  covering  twenty-seven  of  the  more 
common  diseases,  including  cancer.  The  to- 
tal cost  is  $25;  the  weekly  indemnity  is  $10 
per  year. 

— OuK  readers  are  requested  to  send  us  insur- 
ance clippings  from  their  local  papers,  such  as 
lawsuits,  incendiary  fires,  acetylene  and  gas- 
oline explosions,  organizations  of  mutuals  and 
assessment  associations,  etc.  Many  of  these 
items  unavoidably  escape  our  notice. 

— OuK  September,  October  and  November  is- 
sues have  been  convention  numbers  in  an  un- 
pretentious way.  We  are  not  unmindful  of 
the  space  given  to  these  conventions  by  our 
Eastern  contemporaries,  nor  of  the  fact  that 
many  of  our  readers  depend  on  the  Coast  Re- 
view exclusively  for  their  insurance  litera- 
ture. As  one  manager  said  to  us,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  read  any  other  insurance  journal 
in  order  to  keep  fully  posted. 


— Manager  Landers  of  the  Lion  and  Imperial 
will  return  home  about  December  10. 

— Vice-President  Evans"  of  the  Continental 
says:  "Our  business  has  largely  increased 
this  year.'' 

— The  "Passing  of  The  Overland"  might  be  a 
timely  topic.  Why  not  add  an  "insurance 
department?" 

— During  the  past  few  days  dozens  of  wooden 
houses  have  been  erected  within  the  fire 
limits  of  San  Francisco.  The  supervisors 
ordered  their  removal — after  the  election. 

—  "Time  somethin'  was  doin'" — you  members 
of  the  Fire  Underwriters'  Association  of  the 
Pacific— for  the  next  annual  meeting,  which 
is  not  so  very  far  away.  President  Devlin 
has  prepared  a  good  program,  and  Editors 
Grant  and  Niles  have  the  Knapsack  open  for 
contributions.  Are  you  full  of  a  subject 
which  should  be  written  up?  Have  you  a 
good  story,  a  joke,  a  reminiscence?  Jot  it 
down!  It's  time  to  think  on  these  things. 
The  new  year  is  not  far  away. 


AUTHORIZED  FIRE  INSURANCE   COMPANIES  IN  CALIFORNIA. 
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5024 
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5136. 
5509  . 
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COMPANY  HOME    OFFICE 

.  Aachen  &  Munich  Fire  Ins.  Co.,     Aix  la  Chapelle. 

.  .(Etna  Ins.  Co., Hartford,  Conn. 

.  Agricultural  Ins.  Co Watertown,  N.  Y. 

.  Alliance  Assurance  Co.,         London,  Eng. 

.  American  Central  Ins.  Co St.  Louis,  Mo. 

.  American  Fire  Ins.  Co.,    ....  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

.  American  Fire  Ins.  Co., New  York,  N.  Y. 

.  American  Ins.  Co., Newark,  N.  J. 

.  American  Ins.  Co., Boston,  Mas;;. 

.  Assurance  Co.  of  America      .   .   .  New  York,  N.  Y. 

.  Atlas  Assurance  Co., London,  Eng. 

.  Baloise  Fire  Ins.  Co., Basle,  Switz. 

.  Boston  Ins.  Co., Boston,  Mass. 

.  British  America  Assurance  (Jo.,    .    .  Toronto,  Can. 

.  Caledonian  Ins.  Co., Edinburgh,  Scot. 

.  Caledonian- American  Ins.  Co.,  .  New  York,  N.  Y. 
.  Commercial  Union  Assur.  Co.{Ld.)  .  London,  Eng. 
.  Commercial  Union  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  .  New  York,  N.  Y. 

.  Connecticut  Fire  Ins.  Co Hartford,  Conn. 

.  Continental  Ins.  Co., New  York,  N.  Y. 

.  Delaware  (The)  Ins.  Co Philadelphia.  Pa. 

.  Ecjuitable  Fire  &  Marine  Ins.  Co.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

.  Fire  Association Philadelphia,  Pa. 

.  Fireman's  Fund  Ins.  Co.,  .   .   .  San  Franci.sco,  Cal. 

.  Franklin  Fire  Ins.  Co., Philadelphia,  Pa. 

.  German  Ins.  Co.,     Freeport,  III. 

.  German  Alliance  Ins.  As.>"u         .  New  York,  N.  Y. 

.  Germania  Fire  Ins.  Co., New  York,  N.  Y. 

.  German-American  Ins.  Co New  York,  N.  Y. 

.  Girard  Fire  Ins.  Co., Philadelphia,  Pa. 

.  Glens  Falls  Ins.  Co., Glens  Falls,  N.  Y. 

.  Greenwich  Ins.  (Jo New  York,  N.  Y. 


REPRESENTATIVE  ADDRESS 

Cesar  Bertheau 423  Cal. 

Boardman  &  Spencer 514  Cal. 

Ed w.  Brown  &  Son 411 /a  Cal. 

C.  F.  Mullins 416  Cal. 

Chas.  Christensen 220  Sansome 

Edw.  Brown  i&  Son 41i;4  Cal. 

Thos.  J.  Conroy 323  Cal. 

Thos.  J.  Conroy 323  Cal. 

Baggs  &  Stovel 411  Cal. 

Winfleld  S.  Davis 215  Sansome 

Frank  J.  Devlin 309  Sansome 

Syz  &  Co.,   .  .  .   . " 301  Cal. 

Geo.  H.  Tyson 435  Cal. 

H.  T.  Lamey Denver,  Colo. 

Thos.  J.  Conroy 323  Cal. 

W.  Loaiza  &  Co.. 216  San.some 

C.  F.  Mullins 416  Cal. 

C.  F.  Mullins 416  Cal. 

Benj.  J.  Smith      411  Cal. 

Geo.  E.  Kline Chicago,  111. 

Edw.  Brown  &  Son 41 1>/^  Cal. 

Wm.  J.  Dutton 401  Cal. 

T.  C.  Shankland 219  San.some 

Home  Oflice 401  Cal. 

Edw.  E.  Potter 322  Mont. 

W.  H.  Ward 337  Pine 

Geo.  H.  Tyson 4$)  Cal. 

W.  H.  Breeding  ....  Safe  Deposit  Bldg. 

Geo.  H.  Tyson 435  Cal. 

W.  O.  Wayman 308  Sansome 

Edw.  E.  Potter 322  Mont. 

Tom  C.  Grant 212  Pine 


The   Coast   Re\)le\^ 


PHONE  COMPANY  HOME     OFFICE 

1184  ....  Hamburg-Bremen  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  .   .  Hamburg,  Ger. 

272  ...   .  Hanover  Fire  Ins.  Co., New  York,  N.  Y. 

354         .   .  Hartford  Fire  Ins.  Co Hartford,  Conn. 

581(1         .   .  Helvetia  Swiss  Fire  Ins.  Co  ,  .   .   .  St.  Gall,  Switz. 

1721         .    .  Home  Ins.  Co., New  York,  N.  Y. 

Pri. Ex.12  .  Home  Mutual  Ins.  Co. San  Francisco,  Cal. 

336.  .  .  .  Imperial  Ins.  Co.  (Limited)  .  .  ..  London,  Eng. 
511)7  ...  Insurance  Co.  North  America  .  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Pri.Ex.l2  .  Ins.  Co.  of  theiState  of  Penn.  .  .  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
1S86  ....  Kings  Count.v  Ins.  Co., New  York,  N.  Y. 

160  ...   .  Lancashire  Ins.  Co.,  (Ltd.)  .    .    .  Manchester,  Eng. 

681).    .   .   .  Law  LTnion  &  Crown  Fire  &  Life  Ins.  Co.,  London, 

336  ....  Lion  Fire  Ins.  Co., London,  Eng. 

666  ....  Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  Ins.  Co.,  .  Liverpool, 
1632  ....  London  Assurance  Corporation  .  .   .  London,  Eng. 

746  ...   .  London  &  Lancashire  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  .   .  Liverpool, 

288  ...   .  Magdeburg  Fire  Ins.  Co.,    ....  New  York,  N.  Y. 

288  ...   .  Magdeburg  Fire  Ins.  Co.,   .  Magdeburg,  Germany, 

201.   .   .   .  Manchester  Assurance  Co.,  .   .   .  Manchester,  Eng. 

297  ...   .  Manhattan  Fire  Ins.  Co.,    ....  New  York,  N.  Y. 

548      .    .   .  Mercantile  Fire  &  Marine  Ins.  Co.,  .  Boston,  Mass. 

649  ..    .   .  Merchants  (The)  Ins.  Co Newark,  N.  J. 

5414  ....  Milwaukee  Mechanics  Ins.  Co.,  .  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

822  ...    .  National  Fire  Ins.  Co., Hartford,  Conn. 

5968  ....  National  Standard  Ins.  Co.,     .   .  New  York,  N.  Y. 

746  ...  .  Netherlands  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  .  The  Hague,  Holland, 
1034  ....  New  Hampshire  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  .  Manchester,  N.  H. 

354  ....  New  York  Underwriters  Agency,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

321  ...   .  New  Zealand  Ins.  Co., Auckland,  N.  Z. 

1593.   .   .   .  Niagara  Fire  Ins.  Co., New  York,  N.  Y. 

71  .   .   .   .  North  British  &  Mercantile  Ins.  Co.,  London,  Eng. 

1632  ....  Northern  Assurance  Co., London,  Eng. 

Green  621  .  North  German  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  Hamburg,  Germany, 

New  York,  N.  Y. 
1666  ....  Northwestern  National  Ins.  Co.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

746  ...   .  Norwalk  Fire  Ins.  Co., Norwalk,  Conn. 

256      ...  Norwich  Union  Fire  Ins.  Co.,    .   .   .  Norwich,  Eng. 

746  .  Orient  Ins.  Co., Hartford,  Conn. 

Clay  .321    .  Palatine  Ins.  Co.  (Ltd.)    .   .   .   .  Manchester,  Eng. 

684  ...   .  Pelican  Ins.  Co., New  York,  N.  Y. 

5582  ....  Pennsylvania  Fire  Ins.  Co.,    .      Philadelphia,  Pa. 

332      .    .   .  Phenix  Ins.  Co., Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

684  ...   .  Phcenix  Assurance  Co., London,  Eng.- 

1034  ....  Phoenix  Ins.  Co., Hartford,  Conn. 

684  ....  Providence-Washington  Ins.  Co.,  Providence,  R.  1. 
1593  .    .         PrussianNational  Ins.  Co.,   .   .  Stettin,  Germany. 

113  ...   .  Queen  Ins.  Co.,     .' New  York,  N.  Y. 

698  ...   .  Royal  Exchange  Assurance  Corporation  .  London. 

113  ...   .  Royal  Ins.  Co., Liverpool,  Eng. 

56,39      .    .      Scottish  Union  &  National  Ins.  Co.,    .  Edinburgh. 

822  ..    .   .  Springfield  F.  &  M.  Ins.  Co.,  .  .  Springfield,  Mass. 

716  ...    .  State  Fire  Ins.  Co., Liverpool,  Eng. 

195  ...   .  St.  Paul  Fire  &  Marine  Ins.  Co.,  .  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

5968  ....  Sun  Insurance  Oflice London,  Eng. 

1842  ....  Svea  Fire  &  Life  Ins.  Co.  (Ltd.)  .   .   .  Gothenberg, 

169     .    .   .  Teutonia  Ins.  Co., New  Orleans,  La. 

5577  .       .   .  Thuringia  American  Fire  Ins.  Co.,    .   .  New  York, 

5577      ...  Thuringia  Ins.  Co.,      Erfurt,  Germany, 

Clay  321   .  Traders  Ins.  Co Chicago,  111. 

5817  ....  Transatlantic  Fire  Ins.  Co Hamburg, 

680  ...   .  Union  Assurance  Society London,  Eng. 

5582.    .    .   .  Union  Ins.  Co.,   .' Philadelphia,  Pa. 

649  ...  United  States  Fire  Ins.  Co New  York,  N.  Y. 

681)  ....  Victoria  Fire  Ins.  Co New  York,  N.  Y. 

Westchester  Fire  Ins.  Co.,     .   .  .  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Western  Assurance  Co.,     Toronto,  Can. 

5136      ...  Williamsburg  City  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  .  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


RCPRESeNTATIVF  ADDRESS 

Rudolph  Herold,  Jr 415  Cal. 

Cesar  Bertheau 423  Cal. 

H.  K.  Belden 313  Cal. 

Syz  &  Co 301  Cal. 

Harry  L.  Roff  (Cal.  &  Nev.)  .   .    .  210  Sans. 

Home  Office 318  Cal. 

Wm.  J.  Land(!rs 205  Sansome 

James  D.  Bailey 412  Cal. 

Wm.  J.  Button 401  Cal. 

Frank  J.  Devlin ,309  Sansome 

Mann  &  Wilson .322  Cal. 

Catton,  Bell  &  Co., 406  Cal. 

Wm.  J.  Landers 205  Sansome 

Chas.  D.  Haven 422  Cal. 

Geo.iF.  Grant 221  Sansome 

Wm.  Macdonald 315  Mont. 

Gutte  &  Frank     9)3  Cal. 

Gutte  &  Frank 303  Cal. 

Thos.  J.  Conroy 323  Cal. 

Fallon  &  Co., 409 '/a  Cal. 

Baggs&Stovel 411  Cal. 

Willard  O.  Wayman .308  Sansome 

L.  L.  Bromwell 410  Cal. 

Geo.  D.  Dornin 409  Cal. 

Winfleld  S.  Davis 215  Sansome 

Wm.  Macdonald     315  Mont. 

Herbert  Folger 214  Sansome 

H.  K.  Belden 313  Cal. 

W.  P.  Thomas      312  Cal. 

W.  Loaiza  &  Co., 216  Sansome 

Tom  C.  Grant 212  Pine 

Geo.  F.  Grant 221  Sansome 

Walter  Speyer 225  Sansome 

Walter  Speyer 225  Sansome 

Geo.  W.  Turner 412  Mont. 

Wm.  Macdonald 315  Mont. 

Wm.  H.  Lowdeu     314  Cal. 

Wm.  Macdonald     315  Mont. 

Chas.  A.  Laton 439  Cal. 

Butler  &  Haldan 413  Cal. 

T.  Edward  Pope     436  Cal. 

H.  McD.  Spencer 415  Mont. 

Butler  &  Haldan     413  Cal. 

Herbert  Folger 214  Sansome 

Butler  &  Haldan 413  Cal. 

W.  Loaiza  &  Co., 216  Sansome 

RoUa  V.  Watt Royal  Ins.  Bldg. 

F.  W.  Dickson  &  Edw.  Hall    .    .  501  Mont. 

Rolla  V.  Watt Royal  Ins.  Bldg. 

R.  C.  Medcraft 319  Cal. 

Geo.  D.  Dornin 409  Cal. 

Wm.  Macdonald 315  Mont. 

Chas.  Christensen 220  Sansome 

J.  B.  F.  Davis  &  Son 215  Sansome 

Edward  Brown  &  Son 41U4  Cal. 

Mann  &  Wilson 322  Cal. 

Voss,  Conrad  &  Co., 204  Sansome 

Voss,  Conrad  &  Co., 204  Sansome 

Chas.  A.  Laton 4,39  Cal. 

V.  C.  Driffield     213  Sansome 

Catton,  Bell  &  Co., 406  Cal. 

T.  Edward  Pope 436  Cal. 

W.  O.  Wayman     .308  Sansome 

Catton,  Bell  &  Co 406  Cal. 

H.  C.  Keller 210  Sansome 

H.  T.  Lamey Denver,  Colo. 

Edw.  E.  Potter       322  Mont. 


The   Coast   ReVie^ 


Our  Directory  of  Pacific  Coast 
Field  Men. 

Attached  Field  Men. 
Aachen  d-  Munich. 
A  W  Thornton,  Seattle 
W  A  Bonynge,  Los  Angeles 
Wm  B  Sireeter,  Portland,  Oregon 
F  W  Hally,  San  Francisco 
Atlas  Assurance. 
E  E  Thompson,  San  Francisco 
W  W  Cleveland,  San  Francisco 
W  W  Alverson,  Portland 
C  E  Schlingheyde.  Los  Angeles 
William  Manning,  Denver,  Col. 

jEtna. 
Ed  C  >[orrison,  San  Francisco 
Louis  Mel,  San  Francisco 
W  L  Gazzam,  Seattle,  Wash. 
J  A  Murphy,  Seattle 

Baggs  &  Stovel  Agency. 
C  W  Smith,  San  Francisco 

British  America  and  Western. 
W  L  W  Miller,  Denver,  Colorado 
H  J  Schaeffer,  Seattle,  Wash. 
R  H  Magill,  Oakland,  California 
W  B  Westlake,  San  Francisco 
E  L  Reed    Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
Edw.  Brown  &  8on,  Gen'l  Ag'ts. 
Wm  H  Hill,  San  Francisco 
Chas  Van  Valkenburg,  Los  Angeles 
H  H  Brown,  San  Francisco 
N  B  Whitley,  Seattle,  Washington 
W  H  Gibbons,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

Butler  t6  Haldan  Agencrj. 
B  C  Dick,  San  Francisco 
B  B  Broomell,  Tacoma 

Continental. 
D  W  Graves,  San  Francisco 
W  A  Williams,  Portland,   Oregon 
F  H  Rhoads,  Denver,  Colorado 
F  P  Wilson,  Los  Angeles 
Commercial  Union  and  Alliance. 
W  R  Heath,  San  Francisco 
A  T  Von  Etllnger,  Portland,  Or 
W  A  Jackson,  Los  Angeles 
M  H  Merrill,  Salt  Lake  City 

Connecticut. 
Guy  Francis,  San  Francisco 
A  G  Davis,  San  Francisco 
L  P  Stephens.  Los  Angeles 
James  S  Reed,  Portland,  Oregon 
W  S  Ferris,  Salt  Lake 

Chas.  Christensen's  Agency. 
James  C  Cunningham,  Spokane 
Ernest  C  Johnson,  Los  Angeles 
S  B  Morse,  Portland,  Oregon 

Thos.  J.  Conroy,  Manager. 
R  De  Lappe,  San  Francisco 
Geo  A  Crux,  Portland,  Oregon 
E  E  Panabaker,  Sacramento 
J  O  Parrish,  Denver 

Fireman's  Fund. 
R  D  Hunter,  San  Francisco 
Wm  M  Klinger,  San  Francisco 
Wcldon  D  Whelan.  Los  Angeles 
L  M  Seaton,  Los  Angeles 
J  V  Spears,  Dallas,  Texas 
F  G  White,  Denver,  Colorado 
A  C  Thornton,  Portland,  Oregon 
R  P  FabJ,  Sherlock  Blk.,  Port.,  Or. 
G  H  Mendell,  Jr.,  Salt  Lake 

Fire  Association,  Philadelphia. 
T  C  Shankland,  San  Francisco 
F  M  Avery,  Denver,  Colorado 
F  J  Alex   Mayer,  Portland,   Oregoii 
Dan  L  Weaver,  Spokane 
E  J  Louis,  Los  Angeles 

German- American. 
W  F  Chlpman,  San  Francisco 
Harry  Benncr,  San  Francisco 
Chas  R  Thompson,  Seattle,  Wash. 

Hamburg-Bremen . 
Harry  C  Boyd,  San  Francisco 


ilartford. 
J  J  Agard,  San  Francisco 
John  M  Holmes,  San  Francisco 
J  J  Dennis,  Portland 
B  F  Grant,  Salt  Lake  City 
W  O  Morgan,  San  Francisco 

Home  Mutual. 
E  E  Eitel,  San  Francisco 
R  P  Fabj,  Portland,  Oregon 
A  W  Whitmer,  Portland.  Oregon 
F  G  White,  Denver,  Colorado 
Chas  C  Echlin,  San  Francisco 
C  P  Lyndall,  Los  Angeles 

Home,  New  York. 
Harry  L  Roff,  San  Francisco 
A  G  Ridliug.  San  Francisco 
Junius  Young,  Salt  Lake  City 
A  F  Gartner,  Butte,  Montana 
J  D  Coleman,  Portland,  Oregon 
John  H  Burgard  Portland,  Oregon 
G  C  HoUoway.  Los  Angeles 
J  J  Sheahan,  San  Francisco 
Imperial  and  Lion. 
Amos  F.  Sewell,  San  Francisco 
T  T  Frith.  Denver 
W  F  Zwick,  Seattle 
Toll  Thompson,  Portland,  Oregon 
Maj  W  H  Bonsall,  Los  Angeles 
Ins.  Co.  of  North  America. 
J  K  Hamilton,  San  Francisco 
0  O  Scott,  San  Francisco 
A  E  Bailey,  Seattle,  Washington 

Lancashire. 
Walter  M  Speyer,  San  Francisco 
D  W  Pierce,  Los  Angeles 
F  M  Branch,  Portland,  Oregon 

Liverpool  <&  London  <&  Globe. 
Edw  G  Sprowl,  Tacoma,  Wash. 
R  G  Brush,  San  Francisco 
John  W  Gunu,  Salem,  Oregon 
Fred  L  Haven,  San  Francisco 
Theo  Summerland,  Los  Angeles 

London  <&  Lancashire. 
W  B  Hopkins,  San  Francisco 
Burns  Macdonald,  Salt  Lake 
Sam  B  Stoy,  Cham.  Com.,  Port.,  Or. 
J  P  Yates,  Los  Angeles 
A  B  Vogel,  San  Francisco 
F  G  Smith,  Sacramento 

London  and  Northern. 
Frank  L  Hunter,  San  Francisco 
F  C  H  Robins,  San  Francisco 
James  H  Vint,  San  Francisco 

Magdeburg. 
Leslie  Bates,  San  Francisco 

G.   W.  McNear. 
M  H  Thomson,  Portland 
Arthur  M  Thomson,  San  Francisco 
C  A  Mead,  Los  Angeles 

Milicatil-cc  Merhanlca. 
Gilbert  E  Overton,  San  Francisco 
Frank  E  Walsh 

National  and  Springfield. 
Leslie  H  Lord.  San  Francisco 
J  N  Waters,  San  Francisco 
John  C  Dornin,  Tacoma,  Wash. 
P  E  Gerald    Portland.  Oregon 
Geo  C  Codding,  San  Francisco 
Edward  Sexton,  Denver 
New  Zealand. 
C  W  Hawxhurst,  San  Francisco 
A  R  D  Patterson,  Portland 
H   E  O'Brien,  Los  Angeles 

Niagara. 
Geo  H  Batchelder.  Denver,  Colo. 
Walter  J  Wilson,  San  Francisco 
W  H  Raymond.  Porlland.  Oregon 

North  iirifi.'fh  and  Mcrcdnfile. 
Edward  Niles,  San  Francisco 
W  S  Berdan,  Jr..  San  Francisco 
Chas  B  Hill,  San  Francisco 
John  T  Griffitli,  San  Francisco 
Francis  Cutting,  San  Francisco 

North  German. 
J  H  Ankek",  San  Francisco 

Norwich  Union. 
J  L  Fuller,  San  Francisco 
R  H  Delatield,  San  Francisco 
F  C  Staniford,  San  Francisco 
A  W  Glesy,  Salem,  Oregon 


Palatine. 
Thomas  J  Duffy,  San  Francisco 
Henry  T  Fennel,  San  Francisco 
Edward  O  "Hughes,  Los  Angeles 
F  J  H  Manning,  Denver,  Colo. 
E  S  Parker,  Sonora,  Cal. 
Henry  C  Rodgers,  Portland,  Oregon 

Pennsylvania  Fire. 
Homer  A  Craig,  San  Francisco 
Chester  Deering,  Sau  Francisco 
Volney  Howard,  San  Francisco 
S  P  Mesick;  San  Francisco 
J  H  Clinkscales,  Los  Angeles 

Philadelphia  Underwriters 
T  C  Shankland,  San  Francisco 
F  M  Avery,  Denver,  Colorado 
F  J  Alex  Mayer,  Portland,  Oregon 
E  J  Louis,  Los  Angeles 
Dan  L  Weaver,  Spokane, Wash. 

Phoenix,  Hartford. 
R  Gallegos,  Jr,  San  Francisco 
J  W  Warner,  San  Francisco 
Chas  D  Morgan,  Los  Angeles 
Luclan  W  Knight,  Portland,  Or. 

Prussian  National. 

John  A  Prlnsen,  San  Francisco 

Edward  E.  Potter,  Manager. 

Sam  B  Dewey,  Los  Angeles 
Charles  A  Layng 

Royal  and  Queen. 
John  T  Fogarty,  San  Francisco 
Wm  Maris,  San  Francisco 
F  M  Gilcrest,  San  Francisco 
J  K  Urmston,  Los  Angeles 
H  R  Burke,  Portland.  Oregon 
J  O  Thomas,  Portland,  Oregon 

Royal  Exchange  Assurance. 
John  J  Clayton,  Sau  Francisco 
John  T  Beales,  San  Francisco 
R  M  Thompson,  Los  Angeles 
H  C  Ramsay,  Denver 
John  Andrew,  Portland 

Scottish  Union  <&  National. 
T  J  A  Tiedemann.  Portland,  Or. 
Fred  R  Stover,  San  Francisco 
Harry  L  Luke.  Sal  iLake  &  Denver 
John  E  Cosgrove,  San  Francisco 

Sun  Insurance  Office. 
Thos  H  Williams,  Portland 
W  W  Hoagland,  Portland 

Tkuringia. 
R  B  Friend,  San  Francisco 
C  B  Sloan,  Los  Angeles 
L  F  Lamping,  Seattle,  Washington 

Transatlantic. 
Tom  R  Roberts,  Seattle 
H  W  Fores,  San  Francisco 

Union  Assurance. 
Harry  H  Smith,  San  Francisco 
Edwin  B  De  Golia,  San  Francisco 
Paul  C  Bates,  Portland 

Westchester. 
H  C  Keller,  San  Francisco 

Unattached  Field  Men. 
A  A  Andre,  San  Francisco 
F  G  Argall.  San  Francisco 
William  L  Chalmers,  Portland,  Or. 
W  H  Faust,  Los  Angeles 
E  P  Filrnsworth.  San  Francisco   ' 
H  R  Banna.  Los  Angeles 
R  LcK-kev.  Helena,  Mont. 
D  W  Mcintosh.  L(is  Angeles 
Calvert  Meade,  San  Francisco 
R  H  Naunton,  San  Francisco 
B  D  Smalley,  Seattle,  Washington 
D  A  Spencer,  San  Francisco 
Adolph  Wenzelburger    San  Fran'co 
H  M  Grant,  Portland,  Oregon 


COAST  REVIEW  ADI'ERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


Assets, 
Surplus, 

J.  A.  MACDONALD,  President, 


Iipsurance  Conppancj 

Of  America,  N.  Y. 


$4,668,341.00 
2,323,975.00 

GEO.  W.  BURCHELL,  Secretary. 


ROLLA  V.  WATT,   Pacific  Coast  Manager 

JOHN   T.    FOG  ARTY,  Superintendent  of  Agencies. 
ROYAL  INSURANCE  BUILDING  corner  Pine  and  Sansome  Streets,  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

SPECIAL  AGENTS  and  ADJUSTERS  ROYAL  a)td  QUEEN  INSURANCE  COMPANIES. 
FRANK  M.  GILCREST,  Central  California.  H.  R.  BURKE,  Washington  and  Montana. 

WILLIAM  MARIS,  Northern  California,  Nevada  and  Utah.     J.  0.  THOMAS,  Oregon  and  Idaho. 
J.  K.  URMSTON,  Southern  California,  Arizona  and  New  Mexico. 


ASSETS, 

Surplus,  (Net) 
Losses  paid,  over 


.   $  53,281,824  89 

15-196,543  33 
117,000,000  00 


Transacts  Largest   FIRE    Insurance    Busi- 
ness of  any  Company  in  the  World. 


CHARLES   ALCOCK,   MANAGER, 


F.  J.   KINGSLEY,  SUB-MANAGER, 


LIVERPOOL,  England. 


DEPARTMENT  OFFICES: 

Boston,    New  York,    Philadelphia,   Chicago,    Louisville, 

San  Francisco. 

Agencies  in  all  principal  Cities  and  Towris. 


Royal 

INSURANCE 

Company. 


ROLLA    V.   WATT3    Pacific  Coast    Manager, 

JOHN   T.    FOGARTY,  Superintendent  of  Agencies. 
ROYAL  INSURANCE  BUILDING  corner  Pine  and  Sansome  Streets,  SAN  FRANCISCO. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 
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i^^i§iSi§^  COAST  REr/Eir  APl-ERT/SINC  PErARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT 


AMERICAN  CENTRAL 

Insurance  Company  of  St.  Louis 

Establlsked  1S53 

Assets,  -  -  $  1,941,324.10 

Losses  Paid,  -  -         10,429,444.42 

territory: 

California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Montana,  Idaho,  Utah,  Nevada  and  Arizona 


ST.  PAUL 


F.  &  M.  Insurance  Company  of   St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Established  1865 

Assets,  -  -  -  $  2,450,629.11 

Losses  Paid,  _  _  _  16,586,620.70 

territory: 
California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Mont/vna,  Idaho,  Utah,  Nevada  and  Arizona 


Lloyds  Plate  Glass 

Insurance  Company  of   New  York 

Assets,  -  -  -  -    $  736,016.74 

Losses  Paid,  -  -  -  1,875,494.33 

8^° Insures  Plate  Glass  Against  Breakage  Only 


CHAS.  CHRISTENSEN,  Manager 

Special  Agents : 

\  JAMES  C.  UUNNIN0HAM,S2wkane,  Wash, 

B.    GOODWIN,     Ass  t     Manager    {  ERNEST  C.  JOHNSON,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


OFFICE:  220  Sansome  St.,  S.  F. 


S.  B.  MOUSE  ^Portland. 


^  ^  'S  ^  ^  ^  CO  AS  T  REVIEIV  AD  VER  TfSlNG  DEPAR  TATE  NT  ^  ^  S=^  S^  S^  S^ 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT 


German  Alliance  Ins.  Assn 
Boston  Ins.  Co. 

ASSETS   REPRESENTED,    OVER    TWELVE    MILLIOISS. 
GEORGE    H.   TYSON,    General    Agent, 

43 B   California  Street,  San  Francisco. 
Marine  Department,  :  :  :  R.  J.  TYSON,  Manager. 

TRANS  ATI^ANTIC 

Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Hamburg,  Germany. 

ASSETS, $2,913,441  00 

LIABILITIES, _ ,  .    1,078,440  00 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS, $1,835,001  00 

CASH  ASSETS  IN  U.  S 830,928  00 

V.  CARUS  DRIFFIELD.  Manager,  II.  DANKER.  Ass't  Manager 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT: 
213    SANSOME     STREET.         -  -  SAN     FRANCISCO. 


N^a^aja^a^^         coast  review  advertising  defartmext        S^g^S^^S^S? 

(CONNECTICUT 

"~~ — -= Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Hartford 


.ESTABLISHED  1850. 


Cash  Capital,        .        ,        .        .        .        $1,000,000.00 

Total  Assets, 3,869,451.75 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,       .         .         »  2,068,839.71 

BENJAMIN  J.  SMITH,  Manager... 

( 4//  CaO'forn/a  Street,  San  Francisco 

^oyal   Exchange    Assurance 


OF    LOMDOM,    ENGLAND. 
Established  by  Royal  Charter  1720 


Cash  Capital,  ^3,446,099.4^.  Surplus  to  Policyholders,  9,027,^2.87 
Total  Assets,  $24,190,724.25 


LOSSES    PAID,    OVER    $185,000,000.00 


Head  Office  United  States,  100  William  St.,   New  York, 

ROBERT  DICKSON,  General  Manager. 


Pacific  Coast  Department,  501    Montgomery  St.,  San   Francisco, 

FRANK  W.  DICKSON)  ^         .  ^    ,, 

V  Associate  Managers 

EDWARD  HALL  J 


;3^^^^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  S^S^S^^^S^ 

ESTABLISHED     1809. 

North  British  &  Mercantile 

EN5URANCE    COMPANY 

OF    LONDON     AND     EDINBURGH. 

COMBINED    ASSETS,        ....        $70J2^,675   00 

Authorized    Capital $15,000,000  OO 

Net  Fire  Assets 19,169,812  OO 

Invested  in  America  for  benefit  of  United 

States  Policyholders 4-, 380,505  OO 

Yearly    Income    {Fire  only)    over 7,500,000  OO 

Pacific   Department^    2J2    Pine   Street,  :  :  :  San   Francisco 

TOM    C.    GRANT3 

General  Agent. 


Voss,  Conrad  &  Co., 

GENERAL   AGENTS, 

NEW  YORK,  CHICAGO.  SAN  FRANCISCO, 

43  Cedar  Street,  155  La  Salle  Street.  204-208  Sansome  Street, 


THURINQIA   . 

Insurance  Company 

of  Germany. 

FRANKFORT        „    .      ^   „    .     ^  p,  ,  r, 

Marine,  Accident  and  Plate  Qiass 

Insurance  Co. 

of  Germany. 

THURINQIA   AMERICAN  ^.     , 

Fire  Insurance  Co. 

of  New  York. 

FRANKFORT  AMERICAN  . 

Insurance  Co, 

of  New  York. 

Fire,  Marine,    Individual  Accident,  Plate  Glass,  Steam  Boiler,  Employer's 
Liability,  and  Klevator  Insurance. 


COAST  KElVEir  ADVERTlSrNG  DEPARTMENT 


Established  1853 


Capital,  $2,250,000.00 


The  THURINGIA... 


INSURANCE    COMPANY 

OF  ERFURT,  GERMANY 


Assets,  $11,505,187.81.         -         -        Cash  and  Capital  Reserve,  $1,852,250.57. 

Deposited  in  the  United  States  for  the  benefit  of  American 

PoHcyholders,  $250,000  in  U.  S.  Bonds. 

F.  G.  VOSS,  United  States  Manager,  New  York. 


V05S,  CONRAD  (^  COo,  Managers 


PJiCIFIC    DEPARTMENT 


204-208  Sansome  Street 


San  Francisco^  CaL 


Tl FRANKFORT 

MarSime,  Acddemt,   ainid   Plate  Glass  EosMfance  Compainiy 


OF  FRANKFORT  ON  THE    MAIN,  GERMANY. 
Established  1865. 


CAPITAL    -    $1,250,000.00  . 
/ 

ASSETS. 

Bonds,  Mortgages,  and  Real  Estate $1,138,034  43 

Cash  on  hand  and  in  banks, 195,218  19 

Premiums  in  course  of  collection,  ....■' 320,068  87 

Guaranteed  Capital, 9.S7.500  00 

LIABILITIES.  $2,590,821  49 

Reserve  for  Outstanding  Claims  and  Reinsurance, $.507,741  49 

Capital  Paid  Up, 312,500  00 

Ail  other  Liabilities, 418.888  43 

Cash  and  Capital  Surplus, 1.351,691  57 

$2,590,821  49 

UNITED  STATES  BRANCH. 

Gross  Assets  $736, 17o.70 

Surplus,  including  deposits  in  Massachusetts  for  protection  of  American 

Policyholders,     ^4o,ZUb.»4 

The  "Whole  Resources  of  the  Company  are  Pledged  on  every  Policy  Contract. 

VOSS,  CONRAD  &  Co.,  Hanagers, 

204=208  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


1792 


1900 


INSURANCE  CO  OF  NORTH  AMERICA 


FOUNDED 


CASH  CAPITAL 


$3,000,000.00 


POLICYHOLDERS'    SURPLUS 

$4,696,780.55 


^''^^C^P/TAL^  3.  000.00°- 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

OLDEST    STOCK    FIRE    INSURANCE    COMPANY 


ASSETS  JANUARY  1    1900. 


$9,230,684.26 


NET  SURPLUS 


$/. 696,780. 55 


IN     THE     UNITED     STATES. 


Losses  Paid  Since  Org'aiiization,  $100,277,157.00 

Pr,r~ift,~     I'^f-.n'^  t-+mt:»n+'       California,    Oregon,     Washington,    Montana,     Nevada.     Idaho, 
aCUlL     UepcULUlflll.  Arizona,   Utah,  Alaska,  British  Colujnbia  and  Hawaii. 


J.  K.  HAMILTON,  | 

C.  O.  SCOTT,  ,-  Special  Agents. 

A.  E.  BAILEY,        ) 


Office  412  California  St.,  San  Francisco 

JAMES     D.     BAILEY3    General  Agent. 


Robert  Donald,  the  editor  of  the 
Municipal  Journal,  of  London,  contributes 
to  the  American  Monthly  Review  of  Re- 
views for  November  an  important  article 
on  "Trusts  in  England,"  describing-  the 
■»iOtZu.s-  operandi  oi  effecting- industrial  com- 
binations there,  and  giving-  specific  in- 
stances of  many  such  combinations  formed 
within  the  jjast  two  years. 

Some  time  ago  an  experimental  air- 
washer  was  tested  in  the  public  library 
at  Chicago,  and  the  authorities,  it  is 
stated,  have  decided  to  install  a  plant 
capable  of  purifying  air  for  the  entire 
building.  The  air  is  drawn  into  a  box 
through  a  system  of  water  sprays  and 
over  a  series  of  metal  plates.  The  sprays 
take  out  all  the  shavings,  bits  of  straw 
and  paper,  filaments  of  cotton  and  wool, 
etc.,  which  float  out  of  a  drain  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  box.  The  damp  air  is  then 
forced  over  another  series  of  plates  by  a 
groat  fan.  These  ))lates  are  set  at  slight 
angles  to  each  other  and  have  flanges, 
which,  as  the  air  passes  around  them, 
catch  the  dirt.  It  is  said  that  if  a  per- 
son's hand  is  inserted  in  this  compart- 
ment it  will  quickly  become  black  with 
dirt.  In  summer  the  air  which'  emerges 
from  the  ventilators  is  cool,  but  dry. 
while  in  winter  it  will  be  warmed  by  first 


passing  over  steam-pipes.  Injury  to  the 
books  and  to  the  mural  decorations 
prompted  the  plan  for  the  cleansing  of 
the  air,  but  patrons  of  the  library  will 
profit  quite  as  much  as  the  books  and  the 
paintings.  Not  only  does  the  apparatus 
remove  the  dirt,  but  the  odors  also. 

The  Western  Union  Telegraph  Com- 
pany has  933,153  miles  of  wire  and  192.705 
miles  of  poles  and  cables.  It  delivered 
63,167,783  messages  last  year,  at  an  aver- 
age toll  of  30.8  cents  and  at  an  average 
cost  of  25.1  cents.  The  annual  dividend 
is  5  per  cent. 

'  Molten  Wood. — Washington,  Novem- 
ber 1. — Vice  Consul  General  Hanauer  of 
Frankfort  writes  to  the  State  Depart- 
ment: Molten  wood  is  a  new  invention  by 
Mr.  De  Gall,  inspector  of  forests  at  Lemur, 
France.  By  means  of  dry  distillation 
and  high  pressure,  the  escape  of  develop- 
ing gases  is  prevented,  thereby  i-educing 
the  wood  to  a  molten  condition.  After  cool- 
ing off.  the  mass  assumes  the  character  of 
coal,  yet  without  showing  a  trace  of  the 
organic  structui-e  of  that  mineral.  This 
new  body  is  hard,  but  can  be  shaped  and 
polislied  at  will;  is  impervious  to  water 
and  acids,  and  is  a  perfect  electrical  non- 
conductor. Great  results  are  expected 
from  this  new  discovery. 


^f^fSf^fSfS  COAST  REriEir  ADJ-KKTISIXG  DEPAKTMEXT  ^^€^^^^ 

HOME  MUTUAL 

INSURANCE  COMPANY 

(  stock  Company  Incorporated  1864  )  OF    CALIFORNIA 

Financial    Standing  of  the  Company  January  1,  1900  : 

Assets $  965.559  34 

Liabilities     319,630  99 

Surplus  Funds  for  Policyholders  $615  928  35 

Capital  (  fully  paid  in  gold  coin  ) 300,000  00 

Net  Surplus  over  Capital  and  all  Liabilities  $315  928  35 

H03IE  OFFICE:     Company's  Bunding,    318  California  Street,   SAN  FRANCISCO 

WM.  J.  DUTTON.  Phes.,  F.  W.  LOUGEE,  Vice-Pres.,  STEPHEN  D.  IVES,  Secy., 

FRANKLIN  BANGS,  Ass't  Secy.  GEO.  STEKL,  Marine  Secy. 

THE  RECENT  EXPANSION        i 

Of  our  business  has  given  us  some  very  valuable  territory,  for  wtiich  we  are  desirous  of 
securing  first-class  representatives. 

In  addition  to  tliese  openings,  we  Iiave  a  few  otficrs  equally  as  excellent  for  agents  of  the 
required  ability. 

In  order  to  accomplish  the  plans  before  us,  we  are  issuing,  FOR  THE  PRESENT,  THE 
MOST  LIBERAL  AGENCY  CONTRACTS  WE  HAVE  OFFERED  FOR  YEARS. 

Only  good  workers  of  unquestioned  standing  are  solicited  to  correspond  with 

GEO.  A.  RATHBUN,    General  Manager,  ALEX.     McKNIQHT,     Vice-PreS., 

Rooms  1 ,  2  and  3,  Fifth  floor, 

isiiiis  Building,  San  Francisco.        The    Fidelity    Mutual    Life    Insurance    Co., 
L.  G.  FOUSE,  President.  PHILADELPHIA. 


Liberal  Contract 

can  be  made 
with  established 

Old  Line  Life 

insurance  Company 
for 

Local  or  Special 

Agency.  Address  "C" 

Care  of  Coast  Review. 


Germania  Fire 


Insurance 
Company 


OF     NEW    YORK 


ORGANIZED    IN    1859 


flV 


Cash  Capital, 
Net  Surplus, 
Total  Assets, 


$1,000,000.00 
2,101,402.85 
4,816,870.01 


W.   H.    BREEDING,   Manager 

Offices  ia  Safe  Deposit  Building,  San  Francisco 


Depending  exclusively  on  electricity  left  a  Wisconsin  town's  streets  and  stores 
for  street  lig-hting  results  often  in  total  in  darkness  wholly  or  partly  for  several 
darkness.     The    breaking-    of    an    engine      nights  recently. 


FIRE 


^JL^JL^JL&^^JL^^ 


Mf^RINB 


Commercial  Union 

Assurance  Company,  Ltd. 

Of  LOyDOy,  England 


Pacific  Coast  Branch,   Alliance -Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San   Francisco. 


Subscribed  Capital, 

Paid-up  Capital, 

Total  Cash  Assets,  Gold, 


$12,500,000 

1,250,000 

25,859,506 


Total  Liabilities,  incl.  re-insur.  $18,359,883 
Cash  Surplus  to  Policyholders,  -  7,499,622 
Total  Amount  of  Claims  Paid,       101,617,850 


Assets  in  the  United  States  held  by  Trustees,        -     $3,805,382.00 

All  Losses  on  the   Pacific    Coast  Promptly  Paia  through  the  Branch  Office  at 
Alliance  Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

C.  F.  MULLINS,  Manager. 

E.  T.  NIBBLING,  Assistant  Manager, 


Alliance 


Assurance 
Company 


OF     LONDON.     ENGLAND 


-7-:^tahli><hcd  lfi24. 


Pacific  Coast  Branch,  Alliance  Building,  416-418  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


Statement  of  1st  January,  1900. 


United   States  investments. 

Real  Estate  in  San  Francisco   and 
Subscribed  Capital $25,000,000.00         Portland $173,171.00 

U.  S.  Bonds  in  Oregon  and  N.  Y.     285,000.00 
Cash  Capital  Paid  up 2,750,000.00     N.  Y.  City  Bonds 322,500.00 

Deposited  in  Banks 44,928.00 

Invested  and  Cash  Assets  ....  25,172,537.50     MjsceUaneous  Assets 38,313^ 

Surplus  to  Policyholders 5,504,074.20  j  Total $863,912.00 


All  Losses  on  the  Pacific   Coast  Promptly  Paid  through  the  Branch  Office  at 
Alliance  Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

C.  F.  MULLINS,  Manager. 

E.  T.  NIEBLINQ,  Assistant  Manager. 


^.^.^.^.^.^ 


igj^'^^f^f^  COAST  REVIEW  ADJ-ERTfSrXG  DEVARrMENT  ^i^g^^^g 

AACHEN  &  MUNICH 


Fire  Insurance  Connpany 


Of  Aix  LA  chapelle,  Germany 


JSstalilisIiecl  lS2r> 


CAPITAL $2,250,000.00 

TOTAL  ASSETS 7,223,243.00 

SURPLUS  TO   POLICYHOLDERS 3»865,895.oo 

Pacific  Coast  Department 

423  California  Street,  -         -         San  Francisco 

CESAR  BERTHEAU,  Manager 


HANOVER  J^  ^  J^ 


pire  Insurance  Company 


OF    NEIW    YORK 


aRGANiZBn  isns- 


«. 


CASH  CAPITAL, 

Assets, 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,  over 


$1,000,000,00 

$3,076,292.00 
1 J  00,000,00 


'%' 


CESAR  BERTHEAU,  Manager 


423  California  Street,  San  Francisco 


:S^^iS^i§  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  &^^S^^^S^ 


Statement  showing  the  standing  of 


The  Manchester 


Assurance  Company 

of  Manchester 
(Organized  1824) 

Capital |io, 000,000  00     1      Cash  Assets $4,837,345  00 

Capital,  paid  up 1,000,000  00     |     Surplus  to  Policyholders    .    .     2,464,080  00 


Statement  showing  the  standing  of  the 


Caledonian 


INSURANCE  COMPANY 

^  ^  of  Edinburgh 

The  Oldest  Scottish  Fire  Office. 

(Organized  1805) 

Capital |5, 000, 000  00     1     Assets,  over Iio.ooo.ooo  00 

Capital,  paid  up 537,50000     |     Surplus  to  Policyholders   .    .       1,879,51000 


Statement  showing  the  standing  of  the 


cAmerican 


INSURANCE  COMPANY 

:f  ^  of  Ne<wa.rk,  N.  J. 


Capital,  iiaid  up f;6oo,odo  00     |      Cash  Assets 1:3,009,951  52 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $2,416,872  46 


Statement  showing  the  standing  of  the 


cAmerican  Fire 


INSURANCE  COMPANY 
^        of  SNjrw  York 


Capital $400,000  00     I      Cash  Assets $1,245,758  71 

Surplus  to  Policyholder $768,728  39 


Pacific  Department,  323  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 

THOS.  J.  CONROY,  Manager. 
GEO.  W.  BROOKS,  Assistant  Manager. 

BALFOUR,  GUTHRIE  &  CO.,  Pacific  Coast  Directors. 


Special  Agents : 
R.  ne  L.II'I'K,  S.  F.  (iEO.  A.  (JltUX,  Portland.  J.  O.  I'AItKlSH,  Denver. 


COAST  KEl'IKir  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


gggg&g 


New  England  Mutual^ 


LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


Post  Office  Square 

BOSTON,    MASS. 

BENJ.  F.  STEVENS Pi-esident.    S.  h\  TiiULL Sccrclaii  . 

ALFRED  D.  FOSTEU Vice-President.    WM.  B.  TURNER Asst.  Secretary. 

D.  F.  APPEL,  Superintendent  of  Agencies. 

ASSETS,  January  I,  1900 $20,544,428.63 

LIABILITIES 26, 838, 6  SG. 66 

SURPLUS $2,70S,77L97 


The  Contract  is  short,  clear  and  concise,  free  from  all  technical  conditions,  and  without  restrictions 
regarding  residence,  travel,  occupation,  or  suicide,  after  two  years. 

Guaranteed  Values  are  endorsed  ou  the  Policy,  and  their  payment  to  the  Insured  is  guaranteed  by 
the  laws  of  Massachusetts. 

Annual  Distribution  of  Surplus  is  declared  by  the  Company,  which  may.  at  the  option  of  the  Insured, 
be  applied  either  to  the  payment  of  the  annual  piemiums,  thereby  ?'cdvciiig  the  cost  of  insurance,  or  to  the 
purchase  of  participatiug  paid-up  additions,  for  which  certificates  will  be  issued,  thereby  i«("r<'asi7ig' the 
amount  of  insurance  and  future  shares  of  surplus. 

Death  Claims  are  Paid  Immediately  upon  receipt  of  satisfactory  Proof  of  Death,  and  the  amount 
payable  under  the  Policy  will  be  increased  by  the  face  value  of  all  outstanding  additions. 

Pamphlets,  and  rates  for  any  age,  sent  on  application  to  the  Company's  Office,  or  to 

HENRY  K.  FIELD,  General  Agent, 

MILLS  BUILDING,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 


^^^^;\      FIRE!  MARINE  1 

(B)  NEW  ZEALAND 

A^^^^^^^/  Imisorainice   Company 

^"^^^^Sf-^^^-^"^  Of  Auckland,  N.  Z. 

UNLIMITED  LIABILITY  OF  SHAREHOLDERS. 

Subscribed  Capital,  $5,000,000  00 

Paid-up  Capital, J,000.000  00 

-^sets,' ^ 2,609,055  00 

Assets  in  United  States, ^  t-*  x-,^  o« 

472,674  00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,      ....     1^624  227  GO 

fl^"  Has  been  underwriting  on  the  Pacific  Coast  over  24 years. 

United  States  Branch  Office  in  Company's  Building, 
312  California  Street^       :      San  Francisco. 
W.  P.  THOMAS,  Manager. 


1^  i:^  ic^  i^  ^^  iS 


COAST RE]'iEW  ArH-j:i:risixc  dupaktmext 


A    LEADING    AMERICAN    COMPANY 


1900 


.7 AS.  NIOHOL'S,  President 

B.  R.  STILLMAN,  V.-P.  and  Sec. 


NATIONAIs^ 


Fire  Insurance  Company 

Of  HAR^KORD 


Capital,      -       -      One  million  Dollars 

ASSETS,  $4,551,283.55 


GomDaratlve  Progress   ,3,, -— -     /-3-3;3      --- 

Twontu  Years ^^^^^ 1,000,000      1,770,303        546,524 

1894 1,000,000  3,597,531  2,430.925 


PACIFIC'  DEPARTMENT: 

40y  California  Street,  San  Francisco 


GEO.  D.  DORNIN, 

Manager 


GEO.  W.  DORNIN, 


Ass't  Manager 


SPRINGFIELD^ 


FIRE  and 
MARINE 


Insurance  Company 


Organized  1849 


Of  Springfield,  Mass. 


ASSETS, 


4,906,939.06 


Pacific  Department,    409  Caiifornia  Street 


Geo.  D.  Dornin, 


Manager 


Geo.  W.  Dornin, 

Ass't  Manager 


iS^iSiS^^iS  COAST  REriEU'-  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^&^^^ 


(f^^(g^^= 


LANCASHIRE 


Insurance  Company 

» OF  MANCHESTER,  England 

Cf\PlTf\L,  -  $15,000,000.00 

Assets  Invested  in  the  United  States:  $2,390,390.00 


MANN  &  WILSON 

Managers  Pacific  Department 

N.  E.  Cor.  California  and  Sansome  Sts.,  San  Francisco 


Jt      ^      ^      A      ^      ^      .^  5UCH  A  COMPANY  IS 
THE 

LIFE  INSURANCE  Fidelity  Mutual 

^    COHPANY    J,  J  Tirrr   insurance 

J-^l  1^  J—-        COMPANY 
That  will  protect  and  advance  agents  j^    ^,_  fouse,  President. 

That  will  promote  in  the  order  of  merit  >,/  -^   ^     ,t  x  ^  x      ..       ^ 

*^  ,       .  ,     .  Write  for  Agency  Terms  ana  Terntoru  to 

That  issues  mutual,  profit-sharing  policies  ^^^^  McKNIGHT,  Vice  President 

That  issues  all  modern  forms  of  policies  p  ^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^  Philadelphia 

That  guarantees  values  and  leaves  none  in  doubt  

That  combines  income  to  insured  with  protection  Apply  for  Agency  to 

That  has  a  successful  record  of  twenty-one  years  GEO.  A.  RATHBUN,  General  Manager 

That  has  a  ratio  of  admitted  Assets  to  Liabilities  Rooms  1,  2  and  3,  Fifth  Floor 

of  1.30  Mills  Building,  San  Francisco 

The  SecUritu  TriJst  and  Life  insurance  Co, 

Principal  office,  St.  James  BId'g,   New  York. 

ROB'T  E.'  PATTISON,   President. 

CONDENSED  STATEMENT  DEC.  31st,   1899. 

ASSETS.   .   .  .'. $    1,255,269.03 

LIABILITIES 678,776.50 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS 576,492.53 

INSURANCE  IN  FORCE 12,628,318.00 

DECREASE  IN  LOSS  RATIO ■ 12  PER  CENT 

DECREASE  IN  EXPENSE  RATIO  ..-....• 8  PER  CENT 

ROB'T  O.  STEWART,  MgV  of  Agencies. 


COAST  REl'lEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


ATLAS 


Assurance  Company 


London,  England. 

Assets,  over    -    $10,000,000.00 

PACIFIC     COAST     BRANCH: 

Xos.   309-311   Sansome   Street  San   Francisco. 

\     FRANK  J.  DEVLIN,  Manager 
\  T.  H.  PALACHE,  Ass't  Manager 


BOARD     OF     DIRECTORS: 

GILBERT    PALACHE, 

HENRY   F.   ALLEN, 

GEORGE   A.   NEWHALL. 


WEMQV  F^  ALLEN,  Agent,  202  California  Street,  S.  F. 


WM    MANNING, 


R.  R.  THOMPSON,  W.  W.  ALVERSON,  W.  W.  CLEVELAND,  C.  E   SCHLINGHETDE 


.^•^•^•^•^•^•^•^•^•^•^•^•^^^•^•^  •$•$•$•$•$•$•$•$•$  i^i^-^^-^  •$•$;$•$  •$•$•$•$■$$ 


*l 


I  IN  LINE  WITH  THE  TIME^ 

No  opportunity  is  overlooked  for  the  improvement  of 
UNION  MUTUAL  POLICIES.    They  are  kept 

Tho roughly  Modern  in  Privileges 


o  o  o  o     NJI' 


OemiMSiniely  Protective  ami  ResMlts  f 


EXTENDED  INSURANCE  WITHOUT  DEDUCTIONS. 

INCONTESTABILITY  WITHOUT  RESTRICTIONS. 

BOTH  POLICYHOLDERS  AND  AGENTS  FAIRLY  TREATED  ALWAYS 


I  Union  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co. 


Incorporated  1848 
PORTLAND,  MAINE 


Good  Territory  Ready  for 
Good  Ag:ents 


FRED  E.  RICHARDS,  President 
ARTHUR  L.  BATES,  Vice  President 


/|N    Exclusive  Territory  may  be  I    U/rr,     n     I  FflVITT     C*Pnpr7\\  AnPflt   ^  41'J  C,tlif»vt,}a  St,;et    <» 
flV  had  upon  application  to  I    "111*  K)'  LLnVll   I,  UOllOl  Gl  JlUollb   i  s<in  J'^anrisco,  Cal.        ijji 


jSf^fS^f^iS  COAST  REVIEW  Ain-ERTISING  DErARTMKNT  ^^^^^^ 


/Norwich  Union 


Org'anized 

^'1v^ ^ ^.^ 


-FIRE  INSURANCE   SOCIETY 


ASSETS $6,562,578.00 

LOSSES    PAID 58,000,000.00 


Facific    Department 


W.    H.    LOWDEN  Manager, 

J.  L.  FULLER,  Assistant  Manager 
314  CALIFORNIA  STREET  =  =  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


Providef7((§avir^gi  £i|e 
^^ssararjGe@OGie(q 

OF"  NEZW  V^OFIK. 

Edward  W.  Scott.R=resident. 

SuCCE  SaruL    AciCNTS.AND  GGNTuCMC  N    SeCKiNCX   RemunE  B*TIVE    BuSlNESS     CONNECTIONS. 

iviAV  Apply  to  the  Head  Orricc.oR  any  or  The  Society's  General  Accents. 

CARL    C.    GROSS, 

Manager  for  CALIFORNIA  and  NEVADA.     ^ 
Rooms  709=13  Claus  Spreckels  Building. 

riarket  and  Third  Sts.,  San  Francisco. 


i^:;:^i3i^i^iS         COAST  re  vie  ir  ad  ver  tising  depar  tment 


HOME 

Insurance  Company  of  New  York 


PRINCIPAL   OFFICE 

n9   BROADWAY,  N.  Y. 


Ninety -fourth  Semi-Annual  Statement 
July,   1900. 

Cash  Capital $3,000,000.00 

Reserve  Premium  Fund 4)4i9)734-oo 

Reserve  for  Unpaid   Losses  and  Other  Claims 664,535.00 

Net  Surplus .4,797,816.00 

$12,882,086.00 
Surplus  as  regards  Policyholders,     $7,797,816.00 

DANIEL  A.   HEALD,  President. 

JOHN  H.  WASHBURN,  K.._  p_,..,       THOMAS  B.  GREENE      J^ 
ELBRIDGE  G.  SNOW,      ^  vice-J-rebiaentb.    aREUNAH  M.  BURTIS,  pecretanea. 

HENRY  J.   FERRIS,     )    .  Secretaries   -i  WILLIAM  H.   CHENEY, 

.     E.  H.  A.  CORREA,       \  ^^"^^  tsecretariet,,  j  freDERIC  C.  BUSWELL. 


H.  I,.  ROFF,  General  Agent,         .         .         .        California  and  Nevada, 

A.  G.  RIDLING  and  J.  J.  SHEAHAN,  Special  Agents, 
210  Sansome)  Street,        -        San  Francisco. 
J.  D.  COLEMAN,  General  Agent,     .     Department  Pacific  Northwest. 
JNO.  H.  BURGARD,  Special  Agent, 

250  Stark  Street,         .         .         Portland,  Oregon. 
A.  F.  GARTNER,  Special  Agent  (Lewiston  Block),  Butte,  Montana 

G.  C,  HOLLOWAY,  Special  Agent,       .      .       Los  Angeles,  California. 
JUNIUS  YOUNG,  Special  Agent,  .  .     .         Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

HUGH  CRAIG,  Metropolitan  Manager, ")  210  Sansome  Street, 
GEO.  M.  MITCHELL,  City  Agent.        j  San  Francisco. 


Losses  Paid  since   Organization  over  $72,000^000 

FIRE,  LIGHTNING  and  TORNADO  INSURANCE. 
Agencies  in  all  Principal  Cities  and  Towns  in  the  United  States. 


THE  HOME  has  a  well  org-anizcd.  competent  and  experienced  force  of  General 
and  Special  Agents  resident  in  the  Pacific  Coast  States,  ensuring  prompt  response  to 
the  needs  and  requirements  of  its  Ag-ents  and  the  insuring  public,  and  immediate 
attention  to  the  adjustment  and  payment  of  losses. 


COAST  REVIEIV  ADVER'nsiNG  DErARTMENT 


UNION 


Casualty  and  Surety  Company 

^     J-     J*     ^     of  St,  Louis. 


Cash  Capital,  $250,000.    Losses  Paid  over  $2,500. 


Accident,  Health,  ^^d  Plate  Glass  Insurance 


tWLOlVEST  RJITES  OM  PLJITE 

GLJiSS    INSURJiMCE. 

IVe   ivant  Good  Jigents  throughout  the  Pacific  Coast. 


MOST  LIBERAL  ACCIDENT 
POLICIES,   HEALTH  POLICIES 
COVERING   19  DISEASES. 


W.  LOAIZA  &  CO,.  General  Agents, 


216  Sansome  Street, 


San    Francisco,    Cal. 


ESTABLISHED    IN    1845. 


PRUSSIAN  NATIONAL 


CAPITAL, 


INSURANCE   C031PANY  (of   Germany) 

$2,250,000.00  Jt  ASSETS,        .        ♦        $3,480,433.00 

United  S/atcs  Branch  Slfi  Dearborn  St.,  C'hica(jo. 


THEO.  W.  LETTON,  Gen'l  Manager  HENRY  J.  HOUGE,  Ass't  Manager 

IK.  LOAIZA  dc  CO,,     State  Agents,     216  Sansome  St. 

JOHN   A.   PRINSEN,   Special  Agent. 


NIAGARA  FIRE  INSURANCE  CO. 


OF  NEW  YORK. 


HAROLD   HERRICK,    President 

UKO.    W.  DEWEY,  Secretary 


GEO.   C.  HOWE,   Vice-President, 

H.  F.  G.  WEY,  Ass't  Secretary 


WESTERN    DEPARTMENT,    315    DEARBORN    ST.,    CHICAGO, 

I.   S.  BLACKWELJJEIi,  Manager  W.  L.  STEELE,  Ass't  Manager 

WALTER  H.  RAYMOND,  General  Agt.  for  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho,  Portland,  Or. 


WALTER  J.  WILSON,  Gen'l  Agent  for  California,  Arizona,  Nevada,  Hawaiian  Islands. 


216    Sansome    Street, 


Sun   Francisco, 


W.  LOAIZA  &,  CO.,  State  Agents,  2I6  Sansome  Street,  S.  F. 


^^^^S^^-^,<3,  COAST  REVIZVr  ADVCKTISING  DEPAKTMENT         '  &.'^'^f^(^'^ 

THE  MERCHANTS' 


(  FIRE  ) 


INSUUANCE    COMPANY,   OF    Nkwauk,  N.   J. 
Organized  1858. 


Capital v^  400,000  00 

Assets i ,^g8,4i ^  00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders .     6y4,ggo  00 


GIRARD 


^  P'RE  )  FIRE    AND    MAPJNE    INSURANCE    CO.    ov  Phila. 

Organized  18o3. 

Capital $    ^00,000  00 

Assets 2,ogy,8^g  00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders 992,75^  00 

UNITED  STATES 

^  ^"^^  ^  FIRE  INSURANCE  CO.   oir  New  York. 

Organized  1824. 

Capital ^    2jO,ooo  oo 

Assets    y4i  ,^yi  oo 

Surplus  to  Policyholders 424,012  00 

Marine  Insurance  Co.  ^ 

OF    LONDON,  Eng. 
(  MARINE  ) 

Organized  1836. 

Capital  ( ^^,000,000.00  )  Paid-up ^      goo.ooo  oo 

Assets 6,p4,86^  oi 

Surplus  to  Policyholders ^,11^,^61  62 

PACIFIC    DEPARTMENT: 

N.   E.  Cor.  California  and  Sansome  Streets,    San   Francisco. 

G.  W.  McNEAR,  WILLARD  O.  WAYMAN, 

GENERAL  AGENT.  MANAGER. 

^KiiiiiToiiY  Covered: 
California,    Okeoon,  Washixoton,    Ai-aska,    Bhitish   Colimbia,    Idaho,    Utah,    Montana 

Akizona,    Hawaiian   Islands. 


COAST  KEl'/Kir  APfE/mSING  DF.rARTMENT 


EDWARD    A.  TEMPLE,   President 


A.  C.  STILSON,  Secretary 


BeinkGr&  I^ifG  J\&&ocieition 

DE.S     MOINEIS,     IOWA. 

Organized  Julu  1,  1S79 

TWENTY-FIRST   ANNUAL    STATEMENT 

For  the  year  1899.     PrihUshed  Jan.  2,  1900. 


Total  Assets $       3,831,141.31 

In  State  Insurance  Department  .  .   .         2.695.667.42 

Insurance  In  Force     129,366.000.00 

Insurance  in  Force  in  California  .   .        4.342,000.00 
Total  Paid  Beneficiaries  to  date  .   .   .       4,539,582.07 


Expense  of  Management  per  $1,000  Ins.,  1899  .   1.81 

Death  Rate  of  1899 6.62 

Deatli  Losses  Proven  and  Unpaid None 

Bonds  and  Mortgages  Due  and  Unpaid None 

Designated  Depository  Banl<s 4,007 


G.  F.  WINK,  State  Agent, 


14  McAllister  street. 


SAN  FRANCISCO. 


The  Only  Companies  having  a  California  Deposit  for  the  Special 
Protection  of  California   Policyholders 


F[RE. 


NE  WESTERN  J 


OF  TORONTO, 
ncorporated  1853 


BRITISH  AMERICA 


OF  TORONTO, 
Incorp.  1833 


Assurance    Company 


Hon.  Geo.  A.  Cox,  Pres. 
J.  J.  Kenney,  Vice-Pres. 


$100,000.00  Deposit 

with  California  State 
Treasurer 


MARINE 

Assurance  Company 

Hon.  Geo.  A.  Cox,  Pres.     [    $100,000.00  Deposit 

J.  J.  Kenney,  Vice-Pres.  ^^^^  California  State 

I  Treasurer 

ASSETS  in  United  States $  1,854,554.94 

INCOME  in  United  States,  1899.   .   .        1,702,388.97 
Surplus  in  United  States,  Jan.  1, 1900  .  683,087.97 

Losses  paid  in  U.S.  1874  to  1899  inclusive  18,683,418.51 

\VESTE,RN    DHI^^i-KTMByT,  Denver,  Colo. 

H.  T.  LAMEY,  Manager. 

DAVIS  &.  WATSON,  General  Agents,  322  Pine  St.,  San  Francisco. 

R.  H.  MAGILL,   District  Manager,  1010   Broadway,   Oakland .  Cal. 


ASSETS  in  United  States $1,215,253.29 

INCOME  in  United  States,  1899  .   .   .   .       1,148,276.62 
Surplus  in  United  States  Jan.  1,  1899  ,  484,872.89 


PHOENIX  MUTUAL 


Ur-C     INSURANCE 
r  CI    COMPANY 

Of  HARTFORD,  CONN. 


JONATHAN  B.  BUNCE,  Presi. 
J.  M.  HOLCOMBE,  Vice-Presi. 
CHAS.  H.  LAWRENCE,  Sec'y. 


J.  W.  MICKS 


Manager     Pacific  Department, 
Glaus  Spreokels  (Call]   I3uilcliiiOi  San  Francisoo. 

Tlvo    new   contracts    Just   Issued.        The    Easiest    on    the    Market   to    Sell. 
SMALL  RATES  !      BIG  ADVANTAGES !     Agents  should  not  fail  to  call  and  Investigate- 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


SECURITY!    J*     LIBERAL  TERMS!     ^     PROFITABLE  RESULTS! 


GEO.  A.  MOORE,  President 
GEO.  W.  SCOTT,  Vice-President 
M.  R.  HIGGINS,  2d  Vice-President 
S.  M.  MARKS,  Secretary   ' 
T.  L.  MILLER,  Assistant  Secretary 


(T^^'^ 


The  Only 

Pacific     Coast    Life    and    Ac- 
cident Company 

ORGANIZED     1868 


So  LI  D 

Secu  R  E 
PROGRES:plVE 

THE  Pacific  MCTUAL 
OF  California 


THE  PACIFIC  MUTUAL  LIFE 

INSURANCE  COMPANY 
LIFE  aod  ACCIDENT  and  HEALTH. 


PrOStrCSS  in  <ivery  branch  characterizes  the  Company's  affairs  for  1899.      It  was  indeed 
O    ^  the  banner  year  in  all  respects.      As  compared  with  previous  years  it  shows 

more  insurance  written;  more  lives  insured;  a  greateramount  added  to  the  volume  of  insurance  in  forced 
intrrease  in  surplus ;  greater  gains  in  income,  and  in  assets — and  all  without  undue  pressure  in  any  direc- 
tion. This  growth  was  concurrent  with  the  broadening  of  its  field  of  operations  and  the  introduction  of 
new  and  improved  plans  of  Life  and  Accident  insurance.  The  Company's  past  record,  its  present  facili- 
ties, the  aim  of  its  management  for  an  active  yet  conservative  course,  and  the  popularity  of  the  Company 
give  promise  of  a  future  productive  of  best  results  for  policyholders. 


Best  and  Safest  Legal  Organization 
^    ^    for  Policyliolders.    ^     <^ 


Has  Paid  Over 
$10,000,000.00  Claims. 


LIFE  POLICIES!  ENDOWMENT  BONDS! 

ACCIDENT  POLICIES! 


HEALTH  POLICIES! 
ANNUITIES! 


KILGARIF  &  ISEAVER,  General  Agents  of  Life  Department  for  California,  Company's  Building,  S.  F. 
F.  W.  VOOGT,  Pac.  Coast  General  Agent  of  Accident  Deparliu(tnt,  Company's  Building,  San  Francisco. 

AT.HKRT  J.  CAPRON,  General  Agent,  Marquam  Building,  Portland,  Or. 

FRANK  N.  McCANDLESS,  General  Agent,  Ellensburg,  Wash. 


iS^^^^^  COAST  KEriEll^  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^&^0= 

Union  Assurance  Society 


OF   LONDON     ^     Established  A.  D.  1714 


Subscribed  Capital,  $2,250,000.00  Gross  Assets,  $16,822,675.00 

Surplus  to  Policy  Holders,  $4,000,000.00 


Laiv  Union  &  Croivn  Insurance  Co* 

OF  LONDON     ^     Established  A.  D.  1844 

Subscribed  Capital,  $7,500,000.00  Gross  Assets,  $21,751,010.00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,  $2,800,000,00. 


CATTON,  BELL  &  CO.,  General  Agents. 

406-4W  California  Street,  San  Francisco,  Cat.  "" 


Insurance  in  Force  -      f    -^"^    -»-  Assets 

S23  000.000.00  (^    L_(    I)    l\7r      *^  823,700,000.00 

Life  Insurance  Co.  V^/ 

Of  New  York.  •^' 

\  ©  Persons   Desiring   Insurance  ON  THEIR   LIVES  will  best  serve  their  Q  • 

^~^^;      ^  own   interests  by  calling  in   person  on  the    managers  of    the  above   Re-  >-..  r-i"^ 

l(^J  liable  Old  Company,   or  by  addressing  them   by  letter,    giving  age.  fc) 

W.  JACOBS  <&  SON,  Managers. 

Rooms  19,  20,  22,   23,  24,  -         -  4th   Floor.    Mills   Building,   San   Francisco. 


PHENIX 


NSURANCE  COMPANY 

of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

CASH  CAPITAL,  $1,000,000 
_^I^     Assets,  $5,822,876.17 

Losses  Paid,  over  $60,000,000.00 


H.  McD.  SPENCER    State  A^ent    for  California,  OREGON.  WASHINGTON  and  British  Columbia 

Office  415  MONTGOMERY  STREET,  San  Francisco 

GEORGE  J.   WELLINGTON,  Manager  for  Metropolitan  District 


'^'^'^^^'^'^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^&^^^ 


London  Assurance... 

COFR^O%ATIO€Ni        -----       ^ Esta.blished  J 7 20 

Invested   ir)  the  United  States,  $1,673,419.57 

Northern  Assurance... 

COMTcA§Ky         -----  EsUblished  1836 

Invested  in  the  United  States,  $2,675,760.88 

PACIFIC  COAST  DEPARTMENT -v-  GEORGE  F.  GRANT,  SManager 

221  Saosome   Street,  Sao  F'^ancisco 

PACIFIC  SURETY  COMPANY  c.uroRN,. 

Paid=up  Capital,  $250,000  00        Surplus  as  to  Policyholders,  $295,000  00 

1^~GUJIRJINTEE  MMD    CJlSUJiLTY    SURETY    OM    BONDS... 

Bonds  of  Suretyship  issued  on  behalf  of  persons  holding  positions  of  trust. 
We  also  act  as  surety  on  Bonds  required  in  Court  Proceedings. 

IWSTEMM    BOILER    Jl^lD   PLJiTE    GLMSS  INSURM^lCE' ■ 

DIRECTORS:     Geo.  C.  Perkins,   James  Mofflt,  H.  S.  Crocker.    J.L.Moody,    Albert  Mijler,    Wm.  Clift, 

H.  L.  Davis,     J.  L.  N.  Shepard. 

WALLACE  EVERSON,  Pres.      JOHN  BERMINGHAM,  Vice-Pres.     A.  P.  REDDING,  Secretary 

Head  Office  326  Montgomery  St.,  S.  F.  IMT" Correspondence  solicited  with  rcsfonsihle  agents 

I  AMERICAN...  I    ^    I  MERCANTILE  | 

^       INSURANCE  COMPANY      '^         ^©         ^  FIRE  AND  MARINE  INS.  CO.  '± 

^     OF  BOSTON.   MASS.    ORGANIZED  !Q)8     ^ ■ '■ ■ ^      OF  BOSTON,  MASS.   ORGA  N  I  Z  E  D  1  8  2  3     ^ 

Capital        ....       $300,000.00\  vt     Capital         ....      $400,000.00 

Assets      .....     636,743.53    ll|   Assets 649,398.82 

Surplus  to  Policyholders     .  444,077.48     ^    Surplus  to  Policyholders     .         452,077.59 

BAGGS  &  STOVEL,  General  Agents 

411  CALIFORNIA  STREET,  ......         SAN    FRANCISCO. 

The  Fidelity  and  Casualty  Company  ^ew"' 


York 


_^'     Assets,  June  30,   1900         .        $3,827,582.06     y,. 
■*~^     Surplus  to  Policyholders       .         1,036,372.01     F* 

INSURANCE; 


FIDELITY — Bonds  of  suretyship  for  persons  in  positions  of  trust. 

CASUALTY — Accident,  Plate  Glass,  Steam  Boiler,  Employers'  and 

Elevator  Liability,  and  Burglary. 


Officers:— GEORGE  F.  SEWARD,  President;  ROBERT  J.  HILLAS,  Treas.  and  Sec'y;  HENRY  CROSSLY,    Asst.  Secretary 

PACIFIC   COAST   DEPARTMENT 

S.  C.   PARDEE,  Mutual   Life   Building, 

Manager  and  Attorney  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


COAST  REl'IEU'^  ADrE/^VVS/NG  DEPARTMENT 


The  Washington  Life  Insurance  Company, 

OF     NEW    YORK. 

W.  A.  BREWER,  President,  E.  S.  FRENCH,   Vice-Pres. 

ASSETS, $15,500,000.00 

PAID  TO  POLICYHOLDERS,     .     .   32,000,000.00 

(  IT"  To  cnorKi'tic  business  proihic'crs   a  Ko.   1 

AGENTS    '/ 'reri'itory     KsiicciiiHy  liukiial 'ik.mms.    F.vcry 

i*f  H  k.1 -r  ET  r->  I  I  fiicility  alTordiMl  tHr  ulitiiiniiis;  luisincss.     ]N 

WANTED  !  ,  >^tTKE  BIG  MONEY.       Sl"l,EN]>n>   oppdi'tiini- 

'(  ties  for  first-cIass  insurauce  men. 


86,  86,  87  and  88, 
Chronicle  BIdg., 
San  Francisco. 


Adilrexs  af  once: 

HOWARD   PERRIN,  General  Manager 
State  of  California, 


C.  L.  FAY,  General  Agrent,  Washiagton  Bldg.,  PORTLAND,  Or. 


I FE,    *    *    *    * 

Endowment, 
and  Accident 
Insurance 
HE  ^TNA  LIFE  Ins.  Co., 

Of  Hartford,  Conn.,  grants  Policies  con- 
taining- every  desirable  feature.  Refer- 
ence, its  numerous  patrons.  Address  tlie 
Company  for  Insura.nce  or  an  Agency. 


Largest   Company  in    the    World 

Writing  Life  and  Accident   Insurance 


H.  B.  Houghton,  Manager 

PACIFIC    COAST    AGENCY 
Safe  Deposit  Unilding,  San  Francisco,  Cal 


JOHN   H.  STEVENS,    Metropolitan  Agency 

Accident  Department. 


D.  A.  SPENCER,  (Adjuster, 


2t3  Sansome  Street, 


SAN  FRANCISCO. 


The  Coast  Review  Manual. 


A  few  expressions  of  praise  in  its  favor : 

I  could  not  well  do  without  it. 

I  find  within  its  pages  a  vast  amount  of 
useful  information. 

Contains  information  not  to  be  obtained 
from  any  other  source. 

I  have  never  seen  any  other  manual  that 
would  give  the  local  agent  as  much  intelh- 
gent  aid. 


SURETY  ON   BONDS. 

AMERICAN  SURETY  COMPANY  of  new  york. 

HEjSKY'   I).    J^^'MA^y,    J'x-csidenf. 

STATEMENT,   December  31,  1899. 

RESOURCES,  including  Capital,  $2,500,000.00  :  $5,207,98521 

LIABILITIES,  including  Reserve,  $  614,619.41  :  862,610  4-9 

Bonds  issued  for  Employes.  Administrators,  Guardians,  and  in  Judicial  Proceedings 
SAN  FRAXCISCO  HOARD  .—SAmVKl,  G.  »IUK1'HY.  Resident  Vice-I'res.; 

I>evi  R.  EUert,     James  B.  Stetson,      Adam  Grant,      Thos.  Urown,     Arthur 

Kodgers,      P.  N.  Lilienthal,      Henry  L,.  Dodge.    James  R.  Kelly,     KtUvard 

B.  Pond. 

JAMES   R.    &ARNISS,  MANAGER,  |  o  a  moom^'p' c^tRPPT 

C    A.SHnRT.E.E,Res.Asst.Secy.      \      219   SANSOME   STREET. 

Geo.  L.  Seybolt,  Inspector  ) 


iS:3iSiS^^  COAST  REl'IEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 

Pacific    Coast   Department 

FRANKLIN   FIRE  insurance  company 

of  Philadelphia. Incorporated    1827. 

Surplus  to   Policyholders $3,081,288.96 

WILLIAMSBURGH   CITY   FIRE   '"^""^"c^o^r^^pany 

of  New  York. Incorporated   1853. 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $1,927,982.89 

'  °'TH2d"    GLENS    FALLS    insurance  company 

of  New  York. Incorporated  1849. 

Surplus  to    Policyholders $3,261,061.06 

Undivided  profits  2,155,142.07 

EDWARD   E.  POTTER,   General   flanager 

322  Montgomery  St.,  San   Francisco 

incorporated  1852.         INSURANCE  COMPANY.         Milwaukee,  Wisconsin. 

CASH  ASSETS $2,568,997  00 

SURPLUS 1,682,719  00 

TOTAL  LOSSES  PAID .   .   . 7,355,053  00 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT:  410  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 
L.   L.   BROMWELL,  Manager. 

hi  a  IVfP     T  fPP  INSURANCE  COMPANY, 

GEO.  E.  IDE,  President. 

Assets 111,348,859  12   I  Net  Surplus $  1,203,278  42 

Dividend  Endowment  Fund  .         626,713  00   [  Insurance  in  Force 49,258,697  00 

Liberal  contracts  and  good  territory  will  be  given  to  reputable  agents  who  can  show 
a  good  record. 

W.  H.  DUNPHY  &  SON.  Managers. 

Offices,  in  The  Emporium,  Market  St.,  San  Francisco,  Cali. 
TGne  Capital $1,500,000  00 

Ueflted  States        {'"''''' 3,^00,00000 

Surplus      1,750,000  QO 


FIdeMty  and  Qmaranty 


^j_ ,     -  .   JOHN   H.    ROBERTSON,  ) 

HOME  OFFICE:  i  PAUL  M.   NIPPERT,           \     ^^"^S^''^' 
South-West   Corner  Caluert  &  German  Streets 

BALTIMORE,  M.  D.  STATE  OFFICE  :  276  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco 


COAST  RE  VIE  IV  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


Capital  and  Accumulations,         :  :          $2,482,426.00 


^  OF  HAMBURG, 


m^^^^^^ms^ 


THAMES  I  MERSEY 

Marine    Insurance    Company,    Limited, 
Of  Liverpool,  London  and  Manchester. 


CAPITAL  SUBSCRIBED  ....    $10,000,000 

Capital  Paid  Up 3*1,000,000 

Reserve  Fund,  in  addition  to  capital  .   .     2,250,000 


m.  GREER  HARRISON, 


Manager 
305  California  Street 


San  Francisco 


Sub-Agencies  at  all  the  principal  Pacific  Coast 
ports  and  at  Honolulu 


BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN 

Marine   Insurance   Company,  Limited. 
Of  Liverpool. 


Capital  Subscribed $6,700,000  Gold 

Capital  Paid  Up 1,340,000  Gold 

Reserve  Fund,  in  addition  to  Capital, 

$3,000,000 

BALFOUR,  GUTHRIE  5  CO. 

General  Agents 
31G  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


A.  H.  Small,  Manager. 


Employers    Liability 

(limited) 

ASSURANCE    CORPORATION,    OF   LONDON,    ENGLAND 

Head  Office  for  U.  S.,  71    Kilby  Street,   Boston,   Mass. 

JIPPLETOM  Jh  TiMMJl,  Managers  and  attorneys  for  the  United  States. 


ACCIDENT  POLICIES  of  all  kinds  at  very  Low  Rates.  Employers'  Liability  Policies.  Indemnifying  Employers 
against  claims  for  Accidents  to  Employees.  Individual,  Fidelity  Bonds  and  Accident  Policies.  Workmen's  Benefit 
Policies.    Vehicle  Insurance.    General  Liability  Policies  on  Buildings.    Elevator  Insurance. 

CHAS.  J.  OKELL  &  CO.,  General  Agents 

4or  California  Street  :  =  =  :  =  =  =  =  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

THE  MUTAL   BENEFIT 


LIFE  INSURANCE  CO. 


MEIVJIRK,  ^-  J- 

$70,466,400.46 

64,840,707.24 

5,625,693.22 


MMZI  DODD,  President 

ASSETS  {Market  Value)  Jan.  7,    1900 
LIABILITIES,  N.  J.  and  N.   Y.  STANDARD 
SURPLUS  .... 

The  New    Policy    Contradls  of    the    MUTUJiL  BENEFIT    contain   Special   and    Peculiar 
.Advantages  which  are  not  combined  in  the  Policies  of  any  other  Company. 

JAMES  MUNSELL,  Jr.,  Manager 
503  California   Street,  (cor.  Montgomery^  San    Francisco.  Cal. 


i^  ^^^  iS  i^  ^S  iS 


COAST  KEVIEU'  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


^^  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^^: 


<y, 


V  G  CI     ^f^surance  Co 


folhenburg. 


t^*  t^r*  tir^  e^*' 


•        9        • 


American  ^/re 


Insurance  Co. 

of  J'liila(leli)liia.      • 


i^^ricultural 


Insurance  Co. 


Waterfoirn,  N.    Y.  •        • 


u/ie  A)eiawaro 


Insurance  Co. 


of  Philadelphia.  % 


EDWARD   BROWN   &  SONS, 


General  Agents   Pacific  Coast  Department. 


Total  Assets  Represented,  Over  Fourteen  and  a  Half  Millions. 


.v-']jg;^g-:g;i':g;&§;i;&;^-^§^§§^^:-§^§§fe 


UN 


INSURANCE 
OFFICE 


OF    LONDON 


189  Years  of  Active  Business 

Oldest  Purely  FIRE  INSURANCE 
Office  in  the  World ^ -^ 


Cash  Assets, 
Net  Surplus, 


$11,500,000 
6,400,000 


Pacific  Department  215  Sansome  Street^  San  Francisco. 


WiNFiELD  s  Davis,      J,  B.  F.  DAVIS  dt  507V,  Getil  Agents, 

Burt  L.  Davis, 
Carl  a.  Henry. 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT  Embraces:     California,  Nevada,  Utah,  Arizona,  Oregon, 
Washington,   Idaho,   Montana,   Hawaiian  Islands,  and  Alaska. 


I 


r/ie  IMPEIIIAL    ^  ^  ^ 


Insurance  Company,  Led. 


I 

Instituted    A.    D.   1803. 


OF   LONDON. 
Established  A.   D.   1879. 


1 


I  •     ^^r. ......^..        r...l. 


OF    LONDON.  i 


G/\SH  ASSETS,       ....       $9,362,920.00  I 

Forty-one  Years  in  Business  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 


I 

I  The  UUM  tlRE  di  ^  ^         I 

I  ^     ^Insurance  Company,  Lfd.  \ 


I  GflSfi  ASSETS,       '        .       .       .    '    $1,108,095.00  | 

"*  PACIFIC  BRANCHES:     205  and  207  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


P 

i  WM.  J.  LANDERS,  Resident  Manager,  i 


The  Connecticut  Mutual 


Life  Insurance  Company. 


Mills  Building,  San  Francisco. 


I  .  P 


I  I846-I900  '  I 

I  In  the  fifty-four   years  of  its  work    almost    98  per  cent,  of  the  | 

I  premiums  paid  by  policyholders  have  been  paid  over  to  their   benefici-  | 

I  aries  or  returned  to  them.      What    has  been  so  returned  and  what  is  | 

i  held  for  the  protection  of  present  policyholders  as  net  or  ledger  assets  | 

I  aggregates  $263,502,899.67:     127.57  per  cent,  of  the  total  premiums  | 

I  received.  | 

I  These    results    have  been  accomplished  at  an  average  expense  | 

I  rate  of  only  8.9  per  cent.  | 
I              It   is   an    unmatched  record;  and  The  Connecticut  Mutual 

I  is  as  thoroughly  prepared  for  the  good  work  of  the  future  as   it  has  at  p 
i  at  any  time  been  for  that  of  its  unequaled  past. 

I  Jacob  L.  Greene,  President.  Herbert  H.  White,  Sec'y.  p 

^  John  M.  Tayi^or,  Vice-Pres't.  Daniel  H.  Wells,  Actuary.  | 

i  I 

p  .^.  ic.  i».  MA.ieAj:ojv,  r>istriot  svir»»t  | 

f  Pacific  Coast  Agencies  i 

i  i 


FIREMANS  FUND 

INSURANCE  COMPANY 

F^IRE^  HOME  OFFICE:  l^dAieilN^E: 

GomDanu's  Building,  Sansome  and  Galilornia  Streets 
SAN  FRANCISCO 

Capital,  $1,000,000  00 

Surplus,  2,312,720  64 

Assets,  3,884,381  08 

WILLIAM  J.  BUTTON, 

PRESIDENT. 

BKRNARD  FAYMONVILLE,  J.  B.  LEVISON, 

VICE-PRESIDENT.  2D  V. -PRESIDENT  AND  MARINE  SEC'y. 

LOUIS  WEINMANN,  F.  W.  LOUGEE, 

SECRETARY,  TREASURER. 

vSTEPHEN  D.  IVES, 

GENERAL  AGENT. 


MARSHALL  &  McELHONE,  managers, 
153  and  155  La  Salle  Street,  Chicago,  111. 


CHAS.  W.  KELLOGG,  manager, 

A.  K.  Simpson,  ass't  manager, 

Mason  Building,  Boston,  Mass. 

EDGAR  S.  WILSON,  Manager 
Macon,     :     Georgia. 


JOSEPH  HADLEY,  Manager 

72  Beaver  Street,         :         New  York. 


Founded  1871 
Volume  58,  No.  6 


DECEMBER,  1900 


$3.00  Per  Year 
.25  Per  Copy 


a:"H:Ei 


Coast 


(INSURANCE) 

Offices,  508  nontgomery  St.,  San  Francisco,  Cat. 

Telephone  No.  1530  Rooms  21,  21a, 


MRS.  %i.  G.  EDWARDS^ 

PROPRIETOR. 


E.    H.    BACON. 

EPITOR 
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Gross  Assets 
$56,356,332 


Assets  in  U.  S, 
$9,703,581 


ESTABLISHED  1836 


ENTERED  U.  S.  1848 


The  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  United  States  Branch  on  the  31st  of  December,  1898,  in  accordance  with 
the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York,  is  as  follows: 

ASSETS $9,703,581.65 

LIABILITIES 4,857,665.56 

SURPLUS $4,845,916.09 

As  an  illustration  of  the  Company's  practice  in  maintaining  its  Assets  in  the  United  States  in  years  of  excessive 
loss,  the  following  figures  may  interest  policyholders : 

Year.  Assets  Jan.  1.  iQcome.  Expenditure.  Kxcess  of  Expenditure. 

i871    $3,054,361  $3,163,901  $5,122,653  $1,958,752 

1872    3,640,450  3,733,101  4,448,999  751,898 

1873 4,163,290 

Thus  showing  Excess  of  Expenditure  in  the  two  years  of $2,710,650 

And  Increase  o/ Assets  in  the  same  time  of 1,110,939 

Progress  of   the   United    States    Branch  :— Net  Fire  Premiums:    1848,  $4,519;  1858,    $471,988; 
1868.  $1,739,620;  1878,  $3,422,126;  1888,  $3,928,010;  1898,  $4,979,422. 

LOSSES.— The  amount  paid  in  satisfaction  of  Fire  Losses  in  the  United  States  in  the  course  of  51  years  is  !>74.824.918. 
This  large  sum,  in  conjunction  with  the  growth  of  the  Company's  business,  evinces  the  confidence  of  thb  public  and  the 
faithfulness  with  which  the  Company's  losses  are  adjusted  and  paid. 

PACIFIC    DEPARTMENT    ESTABLISHED   1852. 

Chief  Office,  4>i'4  California  Street,  San  Erancisco. 


ED.  G.  SPROWL, 


R.  G.  BRUSH, 


CHAS.    D.    HAVEN,    Resjdenic  Secretary. 
C.  MASON  KINNE,  Assistant  Secretary. 
,  SPECIAL    AGENTS  : 

JOHN  W.  GUNN.  FRED.  L.  HAVEN,  THEO.  SUMMERLAND 


^a^ia^a         coast  review  advertising  department        ^&&^^^ 


.  ^^.  ^.  <s^  ^^.  ^. 


PHCENIX 


Insurance   Company 


OF    HARTFORD 


Cash  Capital, 

Assets  January  1,  1900, 


$2,000,000.00 
5,523,649.70 


HERBERT    FOLQER,    Manager 


DIXWELL  HEWITT,  Asst.  Manager 


214    SANSOME    STREET 


San    Francisco. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


PHdNIX  ASSURANCE  COMPANY     ^         S         ^      PROVIDENCE-WASHINGTON    INSURANCE  CO. 


Phoenix 

As5Mraece 

Compamiy 


Provideinice= 
Washlmigtoini 
InsMramice  Co, 


o      o      o 


OF  LONDON 
Established  1782 


OF  RHODE    ISLAND. 
Incorporated  1799 


SUTLER  &  HALDAN.  General  Agents  for  Pacific  Coast 

B,   C.  DICK,  Agency  Superintendent 

413  California  Street  ....  San    Francisco 


-W*j$!fe. 


I  Helvetia     Swiss     <^^^    insurance     company  % 


OF    ST.     GMLL. 


Capital, 


$  2,000,000,00 


I 

\\)  Losses 'Paid  since  organizdiiont     1 1 ,635,487,00 

I  Swiss  ^/ICLrifie  insurance   Companies  Combined'^ 


Capital, 


I 

\«/ 
\»/ 
\«/ 
\i/ 
\»/ 
\«/ 

vl/ 

\«/ 

/|v  301    California   Street, 

I 


$4,000,000.00 


SYZ  6c  CO.,  General  Agents, 


San   Francisco,    CaU  yi^ 


'S^'=^^^'§  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 

THE  PENNSYLVANIA 

FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY  of  Philadelphia. 

Incorporated  1825 


ASSETS, 

January  Jst,  J  900: 

$5,175,306.00 


NET  SURPLUS, 

January  Jst,  1900: 

$2,181,845.00 


One  of  the  OLDEST  and  STRONGEST  Pii-e  Insm-ance  Offices  in  tlie  United  States. 
Office  Pacific  Coast  Department:      50S-10  CALIFORNIA   ST.,  San  Francisco. 

T.  EDWARD  POPE,  Manager. 

HOMER    CRAIG,     General    Adjuster.  R.     W    OSBORN,     Assistant    Manager. 

SPECIAL   AGENTS:— Chester   Deering,   Volney   Howard,    S.   P.   Mesick. 


Hamburg  -  Bremen 

FIRE    INSURANCE    COMPANY 

OF  HAHBURQ,  GERMANY  ORGANIZED  1854 


Capital  and  Accumulations      -       -  $3,412,150.06 

Assets  in  the  United  States,  Jan.  i,  1900  1,524,546.63 

Surplus  "             "            "             "         "  544,867.51 

Tosses  Paid  in  the  United  States,  over  12,000,000.00 


RUDOLPH  HEROLD,  Jr., 

General  Agent  Pacific  Department 
HARRY  C.  BOYD,  415  California  Street 

Assistant  General  Agent.  San  Francisco 


COAST  REVIEW  ADl'ERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


^The  MAGDEBURG 
FIRE  INSURANCE 
COMPANY 
transacts 
NO  Marine, 
Life  or  Accident,  but 
FIRE  Insurance 

Business  ONLY. 


##?|?5t?s4?4?^^ 


MAGDEBURG 

FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


OF    MAGDEBURG.    GERMANY 


Capital $     3,750,000.00 

Assets  Januar)' I,  1900 7,867,864  13 

Prem,  Income  since  organiza'n  (55  yrs)  178,146,008.57 
lyosses  paid  since  organization  (55  yrs)  118,338,016.97 
Assets  United  States  Department    .   .  948,772.32 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT:     QUTTE  &  FRANK,  Managers, 


303  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


Magdeburg  Fire  Ins.  Co., 

OF     NEW    YORK. 

Assets $287,048.83 

GUTTE   &   FRANK,   Managers, 

303  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


Wiltielma  of  Magdeburg 

General  Insurance  Company 

(  MARINE.  ) 

Assets,  January  i,  1899, $9,813,751.45 

1  Associated  Assurance  Companies,  Ld. 

Munich  Assurance  Co..       Alliance  Assurance  Co. 

Of  Munich  ( LM)  Of  Berlin  (L'd) 

JOINTLY  and  SEVERALLY  LIABLE. 

Assets,  January  i,  1899, $10,454,215.21 


1^  These  Marine  Com- 
panies insure  Vessels, 
Freights,  Cargoes,  Treas- 
ure, Profits,  Registered 
Mail  and  Express  Matter, 
to  and  from  all  parts  of 
the  World,  and  make 
their  Policies  payable  at 
places  required  by  as- 
sured. 


GUTTE    &,    FRANK,    Managers, 

303  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


ORGANIZED    A.  D.   1817 


Fire  Association 


OF     PHILADELPHIA. 


STATEMENT   OF  ASSETS,   JANUARY   1st,    WOO. 


Gross  Assets  -        - 

Policyholders'  Surplus     - 


^6,280,028.00 
^1,530,636.00 


WESTERN    DEPARTMENT, 
CHICAGO.   ILL. 

OFFICE,  171-173  Jackson  St.,  Royal  Insurance  Bldg 


HENRY  W.  BUSH,  Manager. 
J.  M.  BECK.   Ass't  Manager. 


T.  C.  SHANKLAND 
JNO.  D.  RICHARDS 

E.J.  LOUIS 

F.  J.  ALEX.  MAYER 
DAN.  L.  WEAVER. 
F.  M.  AVERY.  .  .  . 


,  State  Agent  for  California,  Arizona,  Nevada  and  Hawaiian  Islands. 

.      ^  219  Sansome  Street,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  Cal. 

.  Manager  city  department. 

.  Special  Agent  for  California,  Arizona  and  Nevada. 

State  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  PORTLAND,  Ore. 

Special  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  SPOKANE. 

Special  Agent  for  Colorado,  Wyoming,  Montana,  Utah  and  Idaho,  DENVER, Colo. 


Financial  Standing,  January  I,   1900,  of  the 

Philadelphia  Underwriters 


COMPOSED    OF    THE 


Insurance  Co.  of  North  America 

FOUNDED,  A.   D.   1792 

CASH  CAPITAL %  3,000,000  00 

Total  Assets 9,295,087  00 

Total  Liabilities,  except  Capital     4,598,256  00 

Surplus  as  to  Policyholders  .    .   $4,696,781  00 

COMBINED     ASSETS, 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS, 


Fire  Association    of    Philadelphia 

FOUNDED,   A.   D.   1S17 

CASH  CAPITAL $    500,000  00 

Total  Assets 6,280,028  00 

Total  Liabilities,  except  Capital  .    4,749,492  00 

Surplus  as  to  Policyholders    .    .  $1,530,636  00 

$15,575,065  00 

$  6,227,417  00 


Western  and  Pacific  Coast  Department,    j  HENRY  W.  BUSH,  Manager. 
Chicago,  Illinois.  j  j    m    Beck,  Ass't  Manager. 


T.  C.  SHANKLAND,  State  Agent  for 

California,   Arizona,   Nevada  and   the   Hawaiian  Islands. 
JOHN  D.  RICHARDS,  Manager  City  Department, 


219    SANSOME     STREET,  ----- 

F.  J.  ALEX.  MAYER,  State  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  Portland,  Ore 
DAN.  L.  WEAVER,  Special  Agent  for  Oregon  and  Washington,  Spokane. 
F.  M.  AVERY,  Special  Agent  for  Montana,  Utah  and  Idaho,  Denver,  Colo. 
E.  J.  LOUIS,  Special  Agent  for  California,  Nevada  and  Arizona. 


SAN    FRNCISCO 
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Insurance  Company 

NEW   YORK 

HENRY  B.  STOKES,  President 

^   » 

r//i6  N^H^  POLICY  GUARANTEES 

EXTENDED  INSURANCE 
PAID=UP  VALUES 

AND 

LOANS  AT  5% 

♦       ^ : — 

AGENTS  WANTED  IN  UNOCCUPIED  TERRITORY 
JOHN  LANDERS,  Manager  S.  W.  Pacific  Dep't,  240  Montgomery  St.,  S.  F. 

HEALTH    AND    ACCIDENT    INSURANCE 

PEINE  AS  C.LO  UNSB  UR  T,     L  /^Jy/J^)§^^^\Z^J^^^^  KIMBALL   O.   AT  WOOD 

President.  ^^  ^  ^^/ y"^^^ yf  ,a/ttCe^  Secretary. 

OF    NEW    VORK. 

ASSETS,  June  30,  J900     %      824,540  86 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS 898.687  81 

CLAIMS  5AID,  OVER 8,000,000  00 

HEALTH  and  ACCIDENT  POLICIES. 
The  Best  Insurance  \    The  Easiest  Insurance 

FOR  BUSINESS  and  FOR  AGENTS 

PROFESSIONAL  MEN  TO  SELL 

8®°  Liberal  Commissions   and  Renewal   Contracts  to   Good  Men. 

Address — 
Pacific  Coast  Department,  THOS.    QODWIIN, 

Mills  building 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  Masiagef. 


COAST  REP'lEU^  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


National  Life 

Insurance  Company 

MONTPELIER,       -        -       VERMONT. 

CHARLES  DEWEY,  President.  OSMAX  1).   CLARK,  Secretary. 


INSURANCE  IN  FORCE,  January   i,   1900    .    .    .  189,890,026  00 

ASSETS,  January  1,  1900 17,738,861  23 

LIABILITIES,  January  i,  1900 15,863,938  34 

SURPLUS,  Vermont  and  New  York  Standard  .    .  1,874,922  89 


THE  NATIONAL  has  done  a  continuous,  successful  business  for  fifty  years.  Its 
policies  of  LIFE,  TERM,  ENDOWMENT  and  ANNUITY  INSURANCE  grant  solid 
protection  on  mutual  plans. 

NO  RESTRICTION  on  residence  or  travel. 

INCONTESTABLE  after  two  j-ears  from  date  of  issue. 

GUARANTEES  endorsed  cash,  loan,  paid-up  and  extended  insurance  values. 

AUTOMATICALLY  NON-FORFEITABLE  after  three  years. 

INSURANCE  ISSUED  IN  1899,  $17,738,86L23. 


G.  M.  STOLP,  General  Manager, 

82-84  New  Crocker  Building,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
A.  D.  WALKER,  General  Manager, 

Fidelity  Trust  Company  Building,  Tacoma,  Wash. 


GEORGE  D.  ALDER,  General  Manager, 

204  McCormack  Block,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

C.  M.  SMITH.  General  Manager, 

Hennessey  Building,  Butte,  Montana. 


Writing  Large  Lines  of  Desirable  Business 


PALATINE 


INSURANCE  CO.,  Ud, 


Of  JKIiiti Chester,   Hxiirlainl. 


Resources,  Security  to  Policyholders,  over    =  $9,300,000.00 

United  States  Branch  x\.ssets,  Jan.  I,  1900  -      2,637,777.00 

Net  Surplus  in  United  States       _         _         _         -  598,207.00 

%/%/%/%/%^    ■ 

CHAS.  A.  LATON,  Manager  Pacific  Coast  Department 

439  California  Street        =        Safe  Deposit  Building        =        San  Francisco 

LOCAL  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS: 

JOHN  H.  WISE,  Chairman.      JOHN  F.  MERRILL.      WM.  E.  BROWN.      E.  M.  ROOT. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^S^S^^^^ 


LONDON & 
'  LANCASHIRE 

FIRE 

INSURANCE  COMPANY, 


London  &  Lancashire 


Fire    Insurance    Company, 


Of  Liverpool,    Eng. 


Subscribed  Capital, 
Cash  Assets,         .  ♦ 

Assets  in  United  States, 


$10,637,500 

7,497,802 

,     2,800,644 


Orient  Insurance  Co^ 


Of  Hartford,   Conn. 


Authorized  Capital, 


Assets, 


$2,000,000 
2,520,235 


The  State  Fire  Ins*  Co*t  L'd^ 


Of  Liverpool,  England. 


Authorized  Capital, 

Assets  in  the  United  States, 


$5,000,000 
324,084 


The  Netherlands 


FIRE  INS.  CO. 

(EST.  1W5.) 

Of  The  Hague,  Holland. 

Capital, 

$1,600,000 

Assets  in  United  States, 

661,177 

PACIFIC    COAST    DEPARTMENT, 
315     Montgomery    Street,  San   Francisco. 

WM.   MACDONALD,  Manager, 

D.  E.  MILES,  Ass't  Manager. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^S^^^^ 


SPECIAL  AGENTS 

AND 

ADJUSTERS  .  .  .  . 


Daily  Expense  Account  Book 

Iv*  Monthly  record  for  the  Vest  pocket 

10  Cents  per  Copy,  3  Copies,  25  Cents. 


PUBLvISHBD     BY     XHEl     COAST     RKVIEW. 


^     ORGANIZED    1847.    ^ 


The  Penini  iVlintyal  Life  lesyraece  Coo 

Of  Pblladelpbla. 

Assets,  January -1,  1900,         :         :        $37,7^7,980.2^ 

Surplus,        "  "     (  3K  and  4  per  ct.  basis )         4,996,620.22 

^=  Writes  the  Most  Liberal  Policy  extant. 

HART  <&  W005TER,  General  Agents, 

608-60D-G10-011-803  Claus  Sprecfceis  Iild<s,  Sun  Pranclsco 

Gummed  Policy  Labels. 

Any  Style,  Shape  or  Color. 
Price  List. 

Red  or  Blue  on  Gold  or  Silver  Bronze  Blue  on  Green  Bronze  on 

White  Paper.  on  Black  or  Red  Paper.  Red  Paper.  Black  or  Red  Paper. 

1M.     $2.75                        $3.75  $3.00                   $4.50 

21-2M.  3.75                            5.50  4.25             2  M.  6.00 

5M.     5.50                             7.50  6.00              3M.  7.50 

10M.     9.00                         12. SO  10.00            5M.  10.00 

Special  prices  quoted  on  iarger  quantities.  In 
ordering  make  copy  FULL^n^^EXACT,  »"<! 
send  sample  label.  We  pay  the  express  or  postage 
when  the  money  accompanies  the  order. 

Address  all  orders  to  this  paper. 


Look  Oat  ,     Subscription  Offer 

For  The  S 

COAST  "REVIEW  \    ^^^  iMonth. 


f^f^f^f^f^f^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 


CASH  CAPITAL     *     *     *    ^^Pili^^^,_^^^^^^^^         Cash  Assets      *      •      * 

Januai^y  1,  1900 

$4,000,000.00  X^^^^  $0,019,411.20 


Incorporated  ^FL^^l^P^^^jiM  HI^W tjlMs.  mP^Hmt  1S19 


For  a  period  of    EIGHTY-ONE  YEARS  this  com 

pany  has  occupied  the  position  of  the  LEADING 

American  Fire  Insurance  Company. 


Largest  Cash  Capital,  Largest  Cash  Assets 

of  any  Fire  Insurance  Company 

in  America. 


Losses  Paid  since  organization  ]  81  years!  $85,641,084.50 

BOARDMAN  &  SPENCER,  General  Agents 

E.  C.  MORRISON.  Supervisor  of  Agencies 

LOUIS  MEL,  )  Office,  514  California  St.,  San  Francisco 

W    L.  GAZZAM,         >  Special  Atreiits  and  Adjusters 

J.  A.  MURPHY.  ) 


THE 


HARTFORD 

Fire  Insurance  Company, 

Organized  1794,. 

Assets,      .        .        .  ^11,002,588  02 

Net  Surplus,        .        .  3,810,204  50 

H.    K.    BELDEN,    Manager    Pacific    Department 

WHITNEY    PALACHE,    Assistant    Manager 
313  California  Street,  -  SAN  FRANCISCO 


Special     Aoenl.s    ;ind    Adjusters. 
J.  J.  AGARD  J.  J.  DENNIS  JOHN  M:.  HOLMES  W.  O.  MORGAN 

10 


S'  The  Coast  Review*  S> 

A  Monthly  Insurance  Magazine. 
Devoted  to  all  kinds  of  Insurance  that  Insures.  Published  on  the  Fifteenth  of  the  Month. 


Per  Year,     :     :    $3.00  [  Telephone  ] 

Per  Oo2)y,    :    :       .25  [       1530       ] 

Postage   added  to  foreign   subscriptions. 


MRS.  J.  G.  EDWARDS,  Proprietor. 
E.  II.  BACON,  Manager  and  Editor. 

508  Montgomery  St.,  San  Francisco 
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Our    Digest    of    Recent   Insurance   Decisions. 
FIRE. 

Vacancy.  Hotel  was  insured  with  con- 
dition prohibiting  vacancy  for 
more  than  thirty  days  without  consent  of  in- 
surer. When  the  hotel  became  vacant,  the 
local  board  of  underwriters,  of  which  the 
defendant  insurance  company  was  a  mem- 
ber, voted  that  the  hotel  might  be  vacant  a 
portion  of  year  free  of  charge.  There  were 
no  dealings  between  insured  and  insurer  in 
regard  to  board's  action,  and,  if  the  insured 
relied  on  the  same,  such  fact  was  not  known 
to  the  insurance  company.  Held,  that  the 
fact  that  the  insurance  company  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  did  not  estop  it  from  assert- 
ing the  vacancy  conditions. — Quinsigmond 
L.  Sleombrat  Co.  v.  Pheni.x,  Mass.  S.  J.  C, 
58  N.  E.  R.  174. 

"Actual  Cash         The  contention  is   nar- 
Value."  rowed  down  to  what  is  the 

proper  construction  of  the 
following  clause  in  the  policy:  "The  amount 
of  loss  or  damages  to  be  estimated  accord- 
ing to  the  actual  cash  value  of  the  property 
at  the  time  of  the  fire,  which  shall  in  no  case 
exceed  what  it  would  cost  to  replace  the 
same."  The  court  of  chancery  appeals  re- 
port as  a  fact  that,  using  the  foundation  of 


the  building,  which  was  not  destroyed,  to- 
gether with  the  platform  around  the  building, 
some  iron  stays  and  pipes,  which  were  not 
consumed,  the  building  could  be  replaced 
for  I690.  If,  however,  the  building  should 
not  be  replaced  on  its  original  site,  the 
foundation,  stays  and  pipes  would  not  be 
worth  so  much,  and  in  that  event  the  loss 
would  amount  to  |8oo  net. 

The  main  contention  is  that  this  provision 
in  the  policy  limiting  recovery  to  the  cost  of 
replacing  the  property  is  an  attempt  to  evade 
the  provision  of  chapter  107  of  the  acts  of 
1893,  which  is  as  follows:  "Insurance  com- 
panies shall  pay  their  policyholders  the  full 
amount  of  the  loss  sustained  upon  property 
insured  by  them,  provided  said  amount  of 
loss  does  not  exceed  the  amount  of  insur- 
ance expressed  in  the  policy,  and  all  stip- 
ulations in  such  policy  to  the  contrary  are 
and  shall  be  null  and  void."  There  is  no 
doubt  but  that  this  statute  becomes  a  part 
of,  and  must  be  read  into,  every  policy  of 
fire  insurance,  and  must  be  given  the  effect 
intended.  According  to  its  provisions,  the 
insured  has  the  right  to  recover  the  full 
amount  of  loss  sustained,  provided  it  does 
not  exceed  the  amount  of  the  policy.  What 
is  the  loss  sustained  in  this  case?  If  the 
entire  structure  had  been  destroyed,  includ- 
ing the  foundation,  platform,  iron  stays  and 
pipes,  the  loss  would,  on  the  finding  of  the 
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court  of  chancery  appeals,  have  amounted 
to  $840,  and  in  that  event  complainant  could 
collect  the  whole  policy.  With  these  not 
consumed,  the  loss  would  be  less  by  their 
value.  How  is  that  value  to  be  estimated? 
The  company  insists  that  it  must  be  on  the 
basis  of  using  them  at  the  same  place  and 
in  the  construction  of  a  similar  building, 
while  the  complainant  insists  that  it  must  be 
on  basis  of  not  using  them  at  the  same  place 
and  in  a  similar  building,  but  at  a  different 
place,  or  not  at  all,  at  his  option.  We  think 
the  former  contention  must  prevail,  under 
the  language  of  the  policy.  Under  its  terms, 
the  agreement  of  the  parties  contemplates 
the  replacing  of  the  structure  and  the  cost  of 
doing  so.  It  does  not  stipulate  to  indemnify 
the  insured  against  loss  if  they  are  not  so 
used,  or  are  removed  to,  and  used  at,  an- 
other place.  The  full  amount  of  the  loss  is 
the  gross  value  of  the  building,  less  the 
value  saved;  that  value  to  be  estimated  on 
the  basis  of  its  use  at  the  same  place  and  for 
the  same  purpose  as  originally  used.  We 
may  suppose  the  roof  of  the  house  destroyed 
by  lire,  while  the  walls  and  other  parts  are 
left  intact;  certainly  the  rule  would  not  re- 
quire the  full  value  of  the  building  to  be 
paid  without  credit  for  the  portions  left 
standing,  and  to  be  used  in  replacing  the 
structure.  We  see  no  error  in  the  degree  of 
the  court  of  chancery  appeals,  and  it  is 
affirmed. — Burke  v.  Georgia  Hon^e,  Tenn. 
S.  C,  58  S.  W.  R.  848. 

MARIA)  E. 
A  policy  of  insurance  which  was  in  form  a 
marine  policy  contained  a  printed  provision 
in  which  it  was  stated  that  the  insurance 
should  "continue  and  endure  until  said  goods 
and  merchandise  shall  be   safely  landed   at 

as  aforesaid."     None  of  the  blanks  in 

said  provision  intended  to  show  the  name  of 
the  vessel  and  the  ports  of  shipment  and 
destination  were  filled.  The  policy  had 
stamped  thereon  a  statement  that  the  special 
terms  and  conditions  governing  the  insurance 
were  set  forth  in  a  rider  attached,  the  con- 
tents of  which  should  supersede  anything  to 
the  contrary  in  the  printed  body  of  the  pol- 
icy, and  the  rider  stated  the  insurance  to  be 
upon  "oil  in  tank  cars  in  transit."  Held, 
that  the  printed  provision  set  out    was    in- 


tended, when  properly  filled  out,  to  be  ap- 
plicable only  to  sea  carriage,  and  was  no 
part  of  the  contract  made  by  the  policy  in 
question,  and  that  when  a  tank  car  of  oil, 
covered  by  the  policy,  had  been  delivered 
by  the  railroad  which  transported  it  to  the 
insured,  by  being*  placed  by  its  direction 
upon  its  private  siding  alongside  its  ware- 
house, the  oil  was  no  longer  "in  transit" 
within  the  terms  of  the  policy. —  Crew-Levick 
Co.  V.  British  &  Foreign  Marine  Ins.  Co.  of 
Liverpool,  103  F.  48. 

A  policy  of  marine  insurance  was  effected 
upon  goods  on  ships  "sailing  on  or  after 
March  ist"  from  a  certain  port.  A  ship  fully 
equipped  and  loaded  for  her  voyage,  with 
her  crew  on  board,  moved  from  her  loading 
berth  at  the  port,  and  moored  some  500  yards 
distant  and  nearer  the  sea,  on  the  evening  of 
February  29th.  The  ship  was  so  moved 
with  the  object  of  preventing  the  crew  from 
going  ashore  that  evening,  so  that  the  ship 
might  be  ready  to  start  upon  her  voyage 
early  the  following  morning.  The  ship  pro- 
ceeded upon  her  voyage  on  the  following 
morning,  March  ist.  Held,  that  the  ship 
"sailed,"  within  the  meaning  of  the  policy, 
on  March  ist,  and  not  on  February  29th;  and 
that  the  policy  attached. — Sea  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Blogg,  67  Law  J.  Q.  B.  757,  [1898]  2  Q.  B. 
398,  78  Law  T.  (N.  S.)  785,  47  Wkly.  Rep. 
71,  8  Asp.  412. 

Separation  cloths  and  dunnage  mats,  used 
by  a  vessel  engaged  in  the  grain  trade,  are 
part  of  her  "furniture,"  within  the  meaning 
of  that  expression  in  an  ordinary  Lloyds' 
time  policy. — Hoggarth  v.  Walker,  68  Law 
J.  Q.  B.  888,  [1899]  2  Q.  B.  401,  48  Wkly. 
Rep.  47. 

A  proviso  to  a  collision  clause  in  a  policy 
of  marine  insurance  that  no  liability  is  to  at- 
tach to  the  underwriters  in  respect  of  "any 
sum  which  the  assured  may  become  liable  to 
pay,  or  shall  pay  for  removal  of  obstructions 
under  statutory  powers,  for  injury  to  harbors, 
wharves,  piers,  stages,  and  similar  structures 
consequent  on  such  collision,  or  in  respect 
of  the  cargo  or  engagements  of  the  insured 
vessel,  or  for  loss  of  life  or  personal  injury," 
exempts  the  insurer  from  liability,  whether 
the  amount  so  payable  be  payable  to   the 
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local  authority  invested  with  such  powers, 
or  to  the  owners  of  the  other  vessel  in  collis- 
ion.— The  Engineer,  67  Law  J.  Prob.  61, 
[1898]  App.  Cas.  382,  78  Law  T.  (N.  S.)  473, 
46  Wkly.  Rep.  530,  8  Asp.  401. 

Where  a  river  insurance  policy  provides 
that  "if  *  *  *  the  insured  shall  sustain 
or  become  liable  to  others  for  loss  or  dam- 
age by  reason  of  the  collision  of  any  vessel 
of  the  insured  *  *  *  with  any  other  ves- 
sel or  with  any  buoy,  mooring,  *  *  * 
wharf,  or  any  other  similar  structure,  *  *  * 
the  [insurer]  shall,  subject  as  herein  men- 
tioned, pay  or  make  good  to  the  insured 
such  loss  or  damage  and  indemnify  him 
against  such  liability,"  but  that  "this  policy 
shall  not  extend  to  nor  cover  *  *  *  loss 
or  damage  which  the  insured  may  sustain  or 
be  liable  to  others  for  *  *  *  in  respect 
of  the  cargo  or  engagements  of  the  insured's 
vessel,"  the  insured  cannot  recover  under 
the  policy  a  loss  in  consequence  of  detention 
of  his  vessel,  which  has  been  damaged  by  a 
collision,  during  repairs.  The  loss  intended 
to  be  recovered  is  the  actual  detriment  to 
the  vessel  itself.  The  loss  by  detention  is 
not,  under  the  fundamental  principle  of  in- 
surance, a  loss  proximate  to  the  injury  sus- 
tained. It  is  a  consequence  of  the  repairs 
rather  than  the  collision. — Shelbourne  v. 
Law  Inv.  Corp.,  67  Law  J.  Q.  B.  944,  [1898] 
2  Q.  B.  626,  79  Law  T.  (N.  S.)  278,  8  Asp.  445. 

A  deviation  may  be  unjustifiable,  owing  to 
unreasonable  delay  caused  by  the  assured  in 
detaining  the  subject-matter  of  insurance  en 
route,  and  such  delay  may  amount  to  a 
deviation  not  covered  by  the  premium  paid; 
but,  so  long  as  the  deviation  occurs  in  the 
course  of  the  transit,  and  the  intention  to 
forward  has  never  been  abandoned,  a  clause 
in  an  ordinary  Lloyds'  policy,  holding  the 
assured  covered  in  the  case  of  deviation  or 
change  of  voyage  at  a  premium  to  be  there- 
after arranged,  operates  to  cover  the  as- 
sured in  the  event  of  loss  upon  payment  of  a 
reasonable  additional  premium. — Hyderabad 
(Deccan)  Co.  v.  Willoughby,  68  Law  J.  Q. 
B.  862,  [1899]  2  Q.  B.  530. 

LIFE. 
Money  Paid        Defendant  in  an  action  on  a 
TO  Husband,     life  policy  answered  that  it  was 
authorized  by  the  policy  to  pay 


the  proceeds  to  either  the  executor,  admin- 
istrator, husband,  or  any  i-elative  by  blood,  or 
lawful  beneficiary  of  the  insured,  at  its  elec- 
tion, and  the  production  of  the  policy  by  the 
company  and  a  receipt  in  full,  signed  by 
either  of  such  persons,  should  be  conclusive 
evidence  that  claims  under  the  policy  had 
been  satisfied  ;  that  it  had  elected  to  and  paid 
the  money  to  decedent's  husband.  In  addition 
a  general  denial  was  entered.  Held,  that  a 
receipt  signed  by  decedent's  husband  for  a 
sum  purporting  to  be  a  payment  of  money  due 
on  the  policy,  and  a  check  purporting  to  be 
signed  by  the  president  of  defendant  com- 
pany, payable  to  the  husband,  without  ex- 
planation, were  inadmissible  in  evidence, 
since  they  did  not  tend  to  establish  any  part 
of  the  defense.— Metropolitan  Life  v.  O'Far- 
rell,  Kan.  C.  of  A.  62  P.  R.  673. 

PoLiCT  Delivered  Though  application  con- 
After  Disease  tained  stipulation  that 
IS  Contracted.  contract  should  not  take 
effect  until  the  first  pre- 
mium thereon  should  "be  actually  paid  dur- 
ing the  lifetime  and  good  health  of  the  as- 
sured," the  acceptance  of  a  note  due  in  ninety 
days,  in  lieu  of  cash,  for  first  premium,  was 
within  apparent  scope  of  agent's  authority, 
and  a  policy  delivered  after  the  applicant  had 
contracted  a  fatal  disease  is  binding,  though 
it  provides  that  agents  are  not  authorized  to 
modify  any  contract  in  behalf  of  company,  and 
can  not  extend  time  of  payment  of  any  prem- 
ium, or  any  note  given  therefor,  or  give 
credit,  or  waive  forfeiture.— National  Life 
Ins.  Co.  v.  Twiddell,  Ky.  C.  A.,  58  S.  W.  R. 
699. 

EMPLOgERS'  LIABlLlig. 

Trestles  and  The  case  of  Ferguson  V. 

Boards  Not  Green  came  before  the 
"Scaffolding."  Court  of  Appeal  on  the  de- 
fendants' appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  County  Court  Judge  of  Oldham, 
who  reversed  the  award  of  the  arbitrator 
under  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act.  On 
October  18,  1899,  the  plaintiff,  who  was  in  the 
defendant's  employ,  was  engaged  in  plaster- 
ing the  walls  and  ceilings  of  the  rooms  of  some 
cottages  at  Middleton,  for  which  purpose  he 
had  constructed  a  platform  of  two  trestles, 
across  which  he  placed  two  boards.  One  of 
the  boards  of  the  plaster  table  came  loose, 
and  in  his  attempts  to  repair  it  with  a  hammer 
a  nail  flew  into  one  of  the  man's  eyes,  and  so 
seriously  injured  it  that  it  had  to  be  removed. 
The  arbitrator  dismissed  the  claim  for  com- 
pensation on  the  ground  that  the  trestles  and 
boards  did  not  constitute  "scaffolding"  within 
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the  meaning  of  the  Act.  The  County  Court 
Judge,  however,  held  that  the  arrangement 
was  "scaffolding,"  reversed  the  arbitrator's 
decision,  and  awai-ded  the  plaintiff  the  agreed 
compensation  of  10s.  a  week. 
PAfter  hearing  arguments  the  Court  held 
that  the  arbitrator,  having  found  as  a  fact 
that  the  arrangement  did  not  constitute 
"scaffolding"  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act 
there  was  no  point  of  law  on  which  the  County 
Court  Judge  could  reverse  his  decision  on 
appeal.  The  arbitrators  decision  was  there- 
fore restored,  and  the  appeal  allowed  with 
costs.— Policyholder,  England. 

Bankruptcy.  Trustee    in    bankruptcy 

Policies  Fuee  claimed  that  the  life  poli- 
Fkom  Creditors,  cies  should  be  treated  as 
.assets  and  should  be  ap- 
plied iti  the  payment  of  debts  of  bankrupts. 
Defendants  claimed  exemption  under  Iowa 
statutes.  Referee  I'uled  in  favor  of  trustee 
in  bankruptcy,  and  was  supported  by  district 
federal  court.  The  bankrupts  appealed  to 
the  United  States  court  of  appeals,  which  re- 
versed rulings  of  referee  and  lower  courts,  as 
follows:  "The  question  is,  were  the  policies 
exempt  under  the  bankrupt  act  ?  The  learned 
district  judge  concedes  in  his  opinion  that 
policies  of  life  insurance  are  exempt  from  the 
payment  of  the  assured' s  debts  under  the  code 
of  Iowa.  The  broad  and  comprehensive  pro- 
visions of  section  1805  of  the  code  of  that  state 
leave  no  room  for  doubt.  The  claim  of  the 
trustee  is  that  the  proviso  of  section  10  of  the 
bankrupt  act  abi'ogates  the  state  law,  and 
section  6  of  the  bankrupt  act,  so  far  as  relates 
to  the  exemption  of  policies  of  life  insurance 
held  by  the  bankrupt.  This  section  6  estab- 
lishes the  rule  of  exemption  in  the  most  ab- 
solute and  qualified  terms,  and  that  rule  is 
the  state  law.  If  Congress  had  intended  to 
diminish  or  lessen  the  state  exemptions  in 
any  case,  and  particularly  if  it  had  intended 
to  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  bankrupt's 
debts  his  policies  of  life  insurance,  which 
were  exempt  under  the  state  law,  that  inten- 
tion would  undoubtedly  have  found  expression 
in  clear  and  unmistakable  language  in  section 
6.  That  was  the  appropriate  place  for  limit- 
ing or  qualifying  the  state  exemptions  if  it 
were  to  be  done  at  all.  The  judgment  of  the 
district  court  is  reversed,  and  the  cause  re- 
manded, with  insti'uctions  to  that  court  to 
set  aside  the  referee's  report  and  enter  judg- 
ment in  favor  of  the  bankrupts  for  the  policies 
of  insurance  claimed  by  them  respectively." 
The  United  States  supreme  court  made  a 
similar  ruling  several  years  ago. 


AeeiDE/NT. 
Conflicting  Decedent  and  his  son,  17  years 
Medical  of  age,  wepe  in  a  boat  towed  by 
Testimony.  a  launch,  which  turned  shortlj', 
causing  the  boat  to  capsize. 
The  boy  was  in  the  center  of  the  boat,  and 
decedent  in  the  stern.  The  boat  made  a  com- 
plete turn,  and,  when  it  came  right  about, 
decedent  lay  in  the  bottom,  unconscious,  and 
died  soon  after  being  taken  ashore.  The  cor- 
oner's inquest  resulted  in  a  verdict  of  death 
from  disease  of  the  heart.  Medical  testimony 
was  conflicting  as  to  the  condition  of  the  heart, 
and  whether  its  condition  was  the  cause  of 
death.  The  son  testified  that,  as  the  boat 
turned  over,  his  father  reached  to  save  him, 
and  was  then  struck  a  blow  on  the  head.  Two 
abrasions  of  the  skin  on  the  head  were  found. 
Experts  testified  that  death  could  be  caused 
by  a  blow  of  that  character.  Held,  in  a  suit 
on  an  accident  policy,  that  the  evidence  sup- 
ported a  verdict  of  accidental  death. — Stout  v. 
Pacific  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.,  Cal.  S.  C,  Nov. 
10,  1900,  62  P.  R.  732. 


Liability  of  Warehousemen. 

CALIFORNIA  SUPREME  COURT  DECISION— DAMAGE 
BY  FIRE  IS  NOT  "DAMAGE  BY  ELEMENTS''  — 
THIS  PHRASE  SYNONYMOUS  WITH  "ACT  OF 
GOD." 

Where  a  warehouseman  contracted  to  deliver 
wheat,  damage  by  the  elements  excepted,  it  was 
no  defence  to  an  action  for  the  warehouseman's 
failure  to  deliver  the  wheat  on  demand  that  it  had 
been  partly  destroyed  and  partly  damaged  by  fire 
of  incendiary  origin,  without  negligence  on  the 
part  of  defendant,  since  the  exception,  "damage  by 
elements  excepted,"  should  be  construed  as  synony- 
mous with  "act  of  God." 

Pope  V.  Farmers  Union  &  Milling  Company ; 
Cal.  S.  C,  Sept.  28,  1900. 

Henshaw,  J.  Plaintiff  sued  to  recover 
from  defendant  the  value  of  certain  wheat 
deposited  under  the  terms  of  the  following 
written  contract:  "Stockton,  Cal.,  July  31, 
1897.  Received  of  Mrs.  L.  C.  Pope,  in  the 
Eureka  warehouse,  situated  on  Levee  street, 
Stockton,  the  following  described  merchan- 
dise, which  we  agree  to  deliver  (damage  by 
the  elements  excepted),  upon  the  surrender 
of  this  certificate  and  payment  of  charges, 
twenty-seven  hundred  seventy-six  sacks 
wheat,  weighing  three  hundred  eighty-three 
thousand  one  hundred  forty-six  pounds. 
Rates  of  storage,  seventy-five  cents  per  ton 
for  the  season  ending  June  1, 1898.  2,776  sacks 
wheat,  weighing  383,146.     Room  6,  pile  No.  07^ 


The   Coast   Rev>ie\x> 


621 


Mark:  'L.  C.  P.'"  The  complaint  alleged  a 
demand  upon  the  defendant  for  the  return  of 
the  wheat,  and  its  failure  to  comply  there- 
with. The  answer  of  defendant  did  not  deny 
the  existence  of  the  contract,  but  pleaded 
that,  through  no  negligence  upon  its  part,  the 
major  portion  of  the  wheat  was  destroyed  by 
fire,  and  the  rest  of  it  so  badly  damaged  as  to 
be  of  small  value,  and  offered  to  restore  to 
plaintiff  the  damaged  wheat  in  its  possession, 
and  the  value  of  such  portion  of  the  damaged 
wheat  as  it  had  already  sold.  Under  these 
pleadings,  a  trial  was  had  before  a  jury.  The 
plaintilf  rested  her  case  without  the  introduc- 
tion of  any  evidence.  The  evidence  for  the 
defense,  which  was  admitted  without  any  ob- 
jection by  plaintiff,  showed  that  the  ware- 
house was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  that  the  fire 
was  of  incendiary  origin.  The  court  instruct- 
ed the  jury,  generallj^  that  plaintiff  could  not 
recover  if  it  were  not  shown  that  defendant 
was  negligent.  Verdict  passed  for  defendant, 
judgment  in  its  favor  followed  the  verdict, 
and  from  that  judgment,  and  from  an  order 
denying  her  a  new  trial,  plaintiff  appeals. 

By  its  written  contract,  defendant  prom- 
ised absolutely  to  return  the  wheat  to  plain- 
tiff upon  surrender  of  the  certificate,  "dam- 
age by  the  elements  excepted."  "Damage 
by  the  elements"  is  the  equivalent  of  the 
phrase  "act  of  God."  Polack  v.  Pioche,  85 
Cal.  416;  Chidester  v.  Ditch  Co.,  59  Cal.  302; 
Fay  V.  Improvement  Co.,  93  Cal.  253,  261,  26 
Pac.  1099,  28  Pac.  948,  16  L.  R.  A.  188.  As  no 
effort  was  made  by  defendant  to  reform  this 
contract  in  any  way,  it  must  stand,  so  far  as 
this  case  is  concerned,  exactly  as  it  was  writ- 
ten; and,  so  construing  it,  it  is  open  to  but 
one  interpretation,  namely,  that  defendant's 
liability  to  return  the  wheat  was  absolute, 
unless  it  was  prevented  from  so  doing  by  the 
act  of  God.  Under  this  construction  of  the 
contract,  it  was  no  defense  for  defendant  to 
say,  or  to  show,  that  the  wheat  was  destroyed 
without  negligence  upon  its  part.  It  was  in- 
cumbent upon  it  to  show  that  the  wheat  was 
in  fact  destroyed  or  damaged  by  the  elements. 
The  evidence  which  it  adduced  tended  merely 
to  prove  that  the  fire  was  of  incendiary  origin, 
and  thus  absolutely  to  negative  the  idea  that 
the  destruction  of  the  grain  was  caused  by 
the  act  of  God.  The  judgment  and  oi'der  are 
therefore  reversed,  and   the  cause  remanded. 


The  Royal  has  purchased  additional  property 
in  Montreal,  adjoining  its  present  handsome  offlce 
building.  The  company's  increasing  Canadian 
business  requires  additional  room. 


mvc. 


Dangers  from  Electricity. 

The  following  is  cut  from  the  report  made 
by  A.  M.  Reed,  chairman  of  the  American 
Warehousemen's  committee  on  insurance: 

The  greatest  danger  fi'om  electricity  arises 
from  bad  workmanship  and  material  used  in 
the  fabrication  of  the  apparatus  that  is  to 
carry  this  force  through  our  buildings,  and 
the  equally  bad  methods  used  in  its  installa- 
tion. This  is  due  in  part  to  the  ignorance  of 
the  manufacturer  and  artisan  and  in  part  to 
the  dishonest  endeavor  on  the  part  of  some  of 
them  to  overreach  their  rivals  in  trade. 

The  faults  of  manufacture  are  being  rapidly 
eliminated  by  the  action  of  the  National  Fire 
Underwriters'  Association,  who  are  making 
extensive  laboratory  tests  of  material  and 
certifying  results  to  their  constituent  asso- 
ciations of  the  various  cities  for  the  use  of 
their  inspectors.  The  faults  of  construction 
are  also  much  lessened  by  the  inspections 
made  under  the  authority  of  the  Under- 
writers' Association.  Still,  these  present 
precautions  do  not  lesson  the  danger  from 
systems  of  electric  wiring  put  in  from  two  to 
fifteen  years  ago,  nor  by  any  means  eliminate 
the  element  of  danger  from  wiring  now  being 
put  in. 

Fires  are  of  frequent  occui-rence  through 
the  bursting  of  lamps,  caused  by  the  short 
circuiting  of  the  wires  in  the  socket  or  by  the 
falling  down  of  the  carbon  filament,  when 
hot,  against  the  glass  when  the  lamps  are 
laid  on  their  sides,  or  by  our  own  carelessness 
in  laying  the  lamp  on  or  hanging  it  against 
inflammable  material  while  lighted.  The 
blowing  out  of  plugs  and  the  melting  of  fuses 
in  proximity  to  or  over  combustible  material 
is  an  ever  present  danger,  as  is  the  short  cir- 
cuiting of,  the  wires  from  a  hundred  and  one 
reasons. 

Fires  also  occur  from  defective  trans- 
formers; from  the  overloading  of  wires;  from 
the  grounding  of  the  current  by  the  falling  of 
wires  across  gas  pipes,  etc.  ;  from  the  contact 
of  wires  of  different  potentialities;  from  the 
abrasion  of  flexible  cord  carrying  portable 
lamps,  either  by  the  metal  parts  of  the  lamp 
socket  or  by  projections,  and  from  countless 
other  causes  connected  with  this  only  half 
known  force. 

It  is  quite  unnecessary  for  your  committee 
to  give  instances  of  the  occurrences  of  fires 
by  reason  of  the  causes  mentioned,  as  they 
are  too  well  known.     Suflice  it  to  say   that 
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from  the  place  where  the  wires  enter  your 
building  to  the  light  on  your  ceiling,  or  the 
point  where  its  power  is  applied,  electricity 
bears  with  it  the  possibilities  of  a  conflagra- 
tion.   

County  Property  in  Couuty  Fire  Motoals. 

It  is  hardly  possible  that  the  author- 
ities would  insure  county  property  in 
county  mutuals.  for  that  would  be  assum- 
ing a  double  risk— failure  to  pay  on  one 
side,  and  on  the  other  a  liability  for  extra 
assessments.  No  prudent  official,  looking 
for  the  endorsement  of  votes,  would  run 
either  risk. 

It  is  a  question,  too,  whether  or  not  a 
county  or  town  official  is  authorized  by 
law  to  place  insurance  in  a  company  which 
makes  the  county  or  town  responsible  for 
its  share  of  losses.  In  the  event  of  loss 
or  assessments  the  official  might  be  held 
legally  responsible,  and  he  or  his  bonds- 
men might  be  compelled  to  pay  extra 
premiums  or  any  loss  unpaid  by  the 
mutual. 


which  went  down  before  flames  kindled 
within  their  own  walls.  Fire  underwrit- 
ing is  guess-work,  after  all,  with  a  slight 
margin  for  moral  and  physical  hazard. 


Luck  in  Fire  Underwriting. 
Say  what  you  will,  there  is  luck  in  fire 
underwriting.  Two  offices  writing  the 
same  classes  of  business  will  have  widely 
different  experiences  in  a  year,  and  even 
in  a  group  of  years.  One  will  make  a  lot 
of  money:  the  other  will  lose  a  lot  of 
money;  and  both  managements  will  be 
equally  skillful  and  prudent  as  under- 
writers. There  is  an  element  of  luck. 
Take  a  row  of  bricks  and  a  row  of  frames, 
for  example.  Ill  luck  burns  the  bricks; 
good  luck  saves  the  frames.  An  accident 
may  happen  to  the  waterworks  in  a  town 
where  one  underwriter  has  a  large  share 
of  business,  and  a  destructive  fire  result. 
Another  underwriter,  with  little  at  risk 
in  that  town,  may  have  much  more  in  a 
town  with  poorer  fire  protection  which 
escapes  fire.  It  will  not  be  denied  that 
luck  has  something  to  do  with  the  favor- 
able loss  ratio  of  one  and  the  discouraging 
loss  ratio  of  the  other  underwriter. 
What  insurance  man  can  not  point  out 
poor  physical  hazards  which  have  never 
even  been  threatened  by  fireV  He  can 
also  recall  numerous  gilt-edged  brick  risks 


Coast  and    California   Fire    Business   Blanks. 

The  Coast  Review  fire  blanks  for  the 
business  of  1900  will  be  sent  out  early. 
We  hope  they  will  be  filled  out  as  soon 
as  possible,  so  as  to  enable  us  to  issue 
accurate  advanced  sheets  soon  after  the 
loth  of  January.  We  ask  for  such  figures 
as  the  companies  file  with  state  depart- 
ments. 

Chlorate  of  Potasu  Explosive.— It,  is  be- 
lieved that  this  chemical  compound  caused  the 
recent  destructive  explosion  in  New  York.  A 
chemist  writes  to  a  New  York  paper  as  follows: 
Chloi'ate  of  potash,  being  composed  of  one 
part  each  of  potassium  and  chlorine  and  three 
of  oxygen,  the  oxygen  is  liberated  under  the 
action  of  heat  and  rises  in  the  form  of  gas. 
The  liberation  of  the  oxygen  from  chlorate  of 
potash  leaves  potassium  chloride,  which  is  one 
part  potassium  and  one  part  chloi'ine.  If  a 
strong  acid  or  any  liquor  containing  a  large 
amount  of  hydrogen  is  brought  into  contact 
with  this  potassium  chloride  the  hydrogen 
and  the  chlorine  combine  to  make  a  mixture 
which  goes  up  like  a  flash  when  it  meets 
oxygen.  In  the  storage  rooms  of  the  Tarrant 
concern  these  were  just  the  conditions,  under 
the  above  statement,  to  produce  an  explosion. 
The  potassium  chlorale,  in  the  first  place,  was 
subjected  to  great  heat  from  the  fire  on  the 
fourth  floor,  thus  liberating  the  oxygen,  which 
rose  above  it  as  a  gas.  Then  the  remaining 
potassium  chloride,  which  only  needed  hydro- 
gen to  turn  it  into  a  mixture  which  would 
explode  with  great  violence  if  brought  into 
contactwith  oxygen,  was  drenched  with  water, 
which  contained  the  necessary  hydrogen,  while 
the  oxygen  necessary  to  create  the  reaction 
was  already  liberated  by  the  heat.  Then 
there  were  the  other  liquids,  many  of  them 
acids  presumably,  contained  in  the  vessels 
bi'oken  by  the  first  concussion,  and  they,  too, 
contributed  to  the  continuation  of  the 
explosions  as  other  supplies  of  chlorate  of  pot- 
ash were  reached. 


Fourth  Fire  in  a  Year.— The  university  of 
Notre  Dame  near  South  Bend,  Ind.,  had  a  fire 
November  18,  the  second  within  ten  days  and  the 
fourth  within  a  year.  The  Are  started  by  the  ignit- 
ing of  a  surplice  hanging  above  a  censor.  It  was 
therefore  a  church  rather  than  a  school  fire. 
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The  Linotype  Hazard. 

LETTERS  FROM  THE  MANUFACTURERS- 
NOMINAL  DAMAGES  AT  NEW  YORK 
FIRES. 

The  Morgenthaler  linotype  machine — 
which  casts  and  sets  linos  of  type — has  not 
been  looked  upon  with  favor  by  under- 
writers. Their  expei'ience  in  the  adjust- 
ment of  losses  has  been  expensive,  and 
a  number  of  companies  have  placed 
the  machine  on  the  prohibited  list. 
The  machine  is  patented  as  a  whole  and 
in  vai'ious  parts,  and  it  is  therefore 
"a  monopoly."  The  companies  can  not 
buy  it  or  any  damaged  parts  in  the 
open  market.  The  adjusters  handling 
linotype  claims  appear  to  have  preferred 
liberal  lump  settlements  rather  than  risk 
a  dispute  in  which  they  believed  they 
would  be  at  a  disadvantage  in  dealing 
with  either  the  manufacturers  and  lessors 
or  the  owners  and  lessees. 

The  Fireman's  Fund  Ins.  Co.  recentlj' 
instructed  its  agents  to  write  on  linotype 
machines  only  at  double  the  rate  on  the 
building.  This  was  virtually  placing  the 
risk  on  the  prohibited  list.  This  com- 
pany writes  business  all  over  the  United 
States,  and  its  instruction  to  agents  re- 
garding the  type-setting  machine  imme- 
diately called  foi'th  a  letter  of  inquiry 
from  the  managers  of  the  insurance  de- 
partment of  the  Mergenthaler  Linotype 
Co.  of  New  York.  A  very  interesting 
correspondence  followed,  and  the  result 
thereof  was  a  change  of  the  Fireman's 
Fund's  position  regarding  the  machine. 
The  company's  agents  have  been  instruct- 
ed to  write  the  linotypes  in  connection 
with  other  property  in  a  printing  office, 
under  Board  rules  and  at  Board  rates. 

Secretary  Weinmann  in  re^ily  to  Owens 
«&  Phillips,  managers  of  the  insurance  de- 
partment of  the  Mergenthaler  Linotype 
Co.,  stated  that  the  experience  of  the 
Fireman's  Fund  Insurance  Co.  was  that 
a  small  damage  to  the  type-setting 
machine  meant  a  large  loss  to  the  insurer; 
and  further,  that  in  case  of  partial  loss 
there  has  been,  in  addition  to  the  cost  of 
replacing  damaged  parts  with  new,  a  con- 
sequential loss  nearly  equal  thereto. 


Reference  was  made  to  the  unsatisfac- 
tory experience  of  the  interested  compa- 
nies at  recent  printing  office  fires  in  Salt 
Lake,  Utah,  and  Victor,  Colo.  The  loss 
in  the  latter  town  was  adjusted  as  follows: 
New     parts    itemized      cost      in 

New   York |    424.21 

Freight  thereon .50.00 

Agreed    damage  to    parts    about 

which  there  is  an  uncertainty      198.56 
Cost  of  repairing,  rebuilding  and 

and  replacing 100.00 


$  772.00 
General  damage  to  machine  on 
account  of  fire,  or  difference 
between  the  value  of  a  re- 
paired machine  and  one  abso- 
lutely new 7.50.00 


Total  loss $1,522.77 

This  extraordinary  loss  claim  grew  out 
of  damages  by  "a  slight  heat"  and  by 
water.  The  Salt  Lake  damages  are  said 
to  have  been  greatly  increased  by  "a 
grain  of  sand"  carried  by  a  stream  of 
water.  Mention  of  this  case  was  made  in 
this  journal  several  months  ago. 

The  Mergenthaler  company's  insurance 
department  managers  wrote  in  reply: 

"We  beg  to  assure  you  that  the  facts  pre- 
sented by  you  ai-e  a  revelation,  to  both  our 
principals  and  ourselves,  as  conditions  are 
shown  in  your  schedules  which  have  not  been 
taken  into  account  on  any  of  the  number  of 
losses  that  we  have  adjusted  with  insurance 
companies  on  similar  machines." 

The  writers,  however,  admitted  that  the 
insurance  company,  in  view  of  its  experi- 
ence, was  justified  in  entertaining  adverse 
views.  Secretary  Warburton  of  the  Mer- 
genthaler company  wrote  that  "every  part 
of  the  linotype  machineis  capable  of  being 
obtained  at  any  time  at  the  published  price, 
and  insurance  officers  are  just  as  welcome 
to  information  in  regard  to  matters  of  re- 
construction as  any  of  our  customers." 
He  says  that  though  the  linotype  is  a 
finely  constructed  machine,  it  is  no  more 
to  be  compared  to  a  watch  than  is  a  print- 
ing press,  and  he  pokes  fun  at  the  adjust- 
ers who  speak  of  the  "vital  parts"  and 
"watch  movements  without  cases"  of  the 
type-setter. 
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Owens  ct  Phillips  give  an  account  of  a 
fire  in  New  York,  where  sixteen  machines 
were  soaked  with  water,  and  where  the 
damage  was  $165.12.  In  the  adjustments 
with  which  they  have  been  connected, 
problematical  or  consequential  damages 
have  never  been  considered.  Even  depre- 
ciation to  the  whole  machine  is  not  ad- 
mitted where  damaged  or  worn-out  parts 
are  replaced  with  new. 

These  letters  are  of  importance  to  fire 
underwriters,  and  are  interesting  to  the 
average  reader  as  well.  We  therefore 
avail  ourselves  of  the  privilege  of  copying 
a  part  of  this  correspondence,  for  the 
sake  of  making  the  position  of  the  type- 
machine  company  perfectly  clear. 

OWENS  &   PHILLIPS'  LETTER. 
Mergenthaler   Co.  Office,  Tribune  Bldg. 

Insurance   Department,  New   York,  July 

19,  1900. 
Mr.  Louis  Weinmann,  Secretary 

Pii'eman's  Fund  Insurance  Co., 
San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Dear  Sir: — As  promised,  in  ours  of  the  1,5th 
ult.,  we   herein   beg   to  criticise  the  adjust- 
ments of  the  two  cases  presented  in  yours  of 
the   7th   ult.,  accepting   the  contents  of  your 
favor  of  20th   ult.    as   an  expression  of  your 
willingness  to  be  convinced  that  causes  other 
than   that  of  delicacy  of  construction  of  the 
linotype   should  be  held  responsible  for  your 
costly  experience  in  the  two  cases  cited. 
Adjustment  of   Eight   Linotypes  o7i  Premises  of 
Herald  Co.,  Salt  Lake. 
We   note   the  total  amount  of  insurance  on 
contents  to  have  been  $25,000. 

Loss  paid  on  linotypes  ....  $1,200.00 

Loss  paid  on  other  contents  .  $  801.62 
As  stated  by  the  committee  of  adjusters 
the  value  of  the  linotypes  was  124,000.  The 
amount  of  admitted  or  agreed  to  loss  being 
11,200,  this  makes  the  loss  on  linotypes  5%  of 
their  value.  Not  having  figures  showing 
value  of  the  "other  contents,"  we  are  unable 
to  make  a  percentage  comparison,  but  we  are 
constrained  to  believe  that  such  comparison 
would  not  show  the  loss  on  linotypes  so 
greatly  out  of  proportion  as  does  the  single 
statement  of  amounts.  Our  reason  for  this 
opinion  is  based  upon  the  showing  that  the 
value  of  the  linotypes  is  within  $1,000  of  the 
total  amount  of  insurance,  so  that  either  the 
total  amount  of  the  insurance  was  in  ridicu- 
lous  proportion    to    the    total    value    of    the 


property,  or  the  percentage  of  loss  on  "the 
other  contents"  equalled  or  exceeded  that  on 
the  linotypes.  In  either  case,  however,  the 
result  might  not  be  conclusive,  for  by  closest 
proximity  to  the  flames  the  property  less  sus- 
ceptible to  damage  by  fire  might  suffer  most. 
The  argument,  therefore,|sofar  is  but  theory, 
but,  as  you  advance  what  you  sincerely  be- 
lieve to  be  a  condition,  it  devolves  upon  us, 
by  contrast,  to  determine  whether  your  ex- 
perience justifies  tlie  verdict  you  have 
rendered  against  the  linotypes  or  whether  the 
responsibilitj'  should  be  placed  elsewhere. 
We  fortunately  are  in  a  position  to  make  an 
up-to-date  contrast,  and  we  believe  it  will  be 
incontrovertible. 

Adjustment  of  Loss  on  Sixteen  Machines  in  New 
York. 

There  was  recently  a  quite  serious  fire  in 
the  building  owned  by  the  New  York  Tribune, 
in  this  city,  occupied  in  part  by  the  Tribune, 
and  the  New  York  Journal,  and  in  part  as 
offices.  Located  in  the  composing  room  of  the 
Journal  is  a  battery  of  fifty-seven  linotypes. 
As  a  result  of  the  fire  sixteen  linotypes  were 
"soaked  with  water  from  above"  (to  quote 
fi-om  the  report  of  the  seven  adjusters  in  the 
Salt  Lake  Herald  case) .  Action  was  promptly 
taken  to  prevent  further  damage,  as  the  seven 
adjusters  say  was  done  in  the  Herald  case ; 
the  machines  were  wiped,  cleaned  and  oiled 
and  record  was  kept  of  all  labor  and  all  ex- 
penses (in  some  cases  the  mechanics  receiving 
15.00  per  day).  Upon  completion  of  the  work, 
and  after  being  satisfied  that  the  machines 
were  in  as  good  working  condition  as  before 
the  fire,  the  Journal  management  rendered 
us  a  bill  in  full  for  the  damage  to  the  sixteen 
machines.  The  bill  amounted  to  just  $165.12, 
and  that  amount  represents  the  total  loss  to 
the  companies  interested. 

For  comparison  with  the  other  contents  of 
the  Journal  office,  we  would  say  that  we  are 
advised  that  the  insurance  on  supplies,  fui*- 
niture  and  fixtures  was  $30,000,  and  that  the 
loss  was  adjusted  for  $168.  The  building  was 
insured  for  $200,000  and  the  damage  amounted 
to  $6,000. 

Adjustment  of  Loss  on  One  Linotype  on  Premises 
of    Victor  Times,  Colo. 

If  we  could  admit  the  result  of  this  adjust- 
ment seemed  fair  and  that  the  amounts 
allowed,  in  addition  to  the  actual  cost  of  new 
parts  and  labor  for  repairing,  7-chuilding  and 
replacing,  could  not  be  applied  to  any  other 
class  of  machines  and  machinery  than  linotypes 
with  the  .same  propriety,  we  would  admit 
your  position  justifiable,  but,  as  we  stated  in 
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our  last,  the  exhibit  is  a  revelation  to  our 
principals  and  to  us.  We  have  been  inter- 
ested in  the  settlements  of  many  similar 
cases,  and  the  total  amount  of  claim  has  never 
exceeded  the  cost  of  parts,  to  replace  damaged 
ones  and  labor  in  connection  therewith.  We 
consider  the  allowance  of  $198.5(5  for  "agreed 
damage  to  parts  about  which  there  is  an  un- 
certainty," and  $750  for  "general  damage  to 
machine  on  account  of  fire  or  difference  be- 
tween the  value  of  a  repaired  machine  and 
one  absolutely  new,"  as  a  most  unnecessary 
act  of  extravagant  concession  on  the  part  of 
the  adjusters  or  adjuster;  for  we  assure  you 
that  in  the  adjustments  with  which  we  have 
been  connected,  problematical  or  consequen- 
tial damages  have  not  been  considered  and 
such  damages  could  be  asked  for  in  connection 
with  any  other  class  of  machinery  with  as 
much  justification  as  with  the  linotype,  for 
we  never  admit  even  depreciation  in  the  lino- 
type, providing  damaged  or  wornout  parts  are 
replaced  with  new. 

We  have  endeavored  in  the  foregoing  to 
show  that  the  linotype  is  not  entitled  to,  does 
not  ask  for  and  should  not  receive,  any  conces- 
sion that  would -not  be  given  to  other  classes 
of  machinery.  It  is  not  our  desire  to  have  it 
considered  a  salamander,  but  we  do  claim  for 
its  preferment,  from  an  insurance  view,  in 
the  plant  of  a  printing  oflice,  for  the  reason 
that  the  linotypes  are  usually  located  away 
from  the  dirtier  and  more  hazardous  parts  of 
such  offices,  and  again,  in  the  event  of  damage 
by  fire,  a  settlement  is  possible  on  lines  ob- 
taining in  other  commercial  articles. 

We  have  a  sincere  belief  that  you  will 
agree  with  us,  that  your  expensive  experience 
does  not  demonstrate  that,  because  certain 
extravagant  claims  were  allowed  in  your  be- 
half they  determine  the  actual  loss  or 
damage  suffered  by  the  linotypes  in  the  offices 
in  question,  and  that  you  would  experience 
the  same  treatment  elsewhere  ;  and  we  trust 
that  what  we  have  written  will  induce  you  to 
reconsider  your  decision,  with  the  result  that 
your  instructions  to  your  agents  may  be  modi- 
fled  or  rescinded  and  the  linotype  receive  its 
just  due. 

Should  you  desire  to  consult  the  result  of 
other  adjustments  than  the  one  we  have 
quoted,  we  will  upon  request,  secure  and  fur- 
nish copies  of  several  settlements  made  with 
some  of  our  companies  here,  and  to  further 
show  the  goodwill  and  intent  of  our  princi- 
pals, they  will  agree  to  advise  with  you  in 
the  matter  of  any  loss  to  their  machines 
that  you  may  be  interested  in:  and  permit  us 


to  say  here,  that   the  figures  you  have  placed 
before  us  had  been  submitted  to  them  before 
they  were  conceded,  the  result  to  you   would 
have  been  much  more  satisfactory. 
Yours  very  truly, 

Owens t&  Piiii,i,ii's. 

P.  S.  That  you  may  feel  -sure  that  all  of  the 
foregoing  has  the  endorsement  of  our  princi- 
pals, we  beg  to  enclose  letter  from  the  treas- 
urer, written  after  we  had  submitted  same 
to  him  to  criticise.  O.  &,  P. 

SECRETARY  WARBURTON'S  LETTER. 
Mei-genthaler  Linotype  Co. , 

Office,  Tribune  Bldg.  New  York,  July 
30,  1900. 
Messrs.  Owens  &  Phillips,  93-ti9  Nasseau  St., 
New  York. 
Dear  Sirs  :— I  have  read  with  interest  your, 
letter  to  Mr.  Weinmann,  of  the  Fireman's 
Fund  Insurance  Company,  and  the  only  criti- 
cism I  have  to  offer  is  upon  the  mildness  of 
your  language  in  reviewing  the  two  cases.  I 
would  like,  however,  to  add  a  word  or  two 
which  perhaps  the  amenities  of  insui-ance  life 
would  not  permit  you  to  include  in  your  letter. 
I  think  you  know  that  we  do  not  insure  for 
purposes  of  speculation  ;  that  we  i-ecognize  the 
fact  that  when  actual  loss  is  made  good  we 
have  had  all  that  we  have  paid  for,  and  that 
the  companies  with  whom  we  have  largely 
dealt,  knowing  this,  settle  our  claims  with- 
out question  and  often  without  inquiry.  Now 
whi'le  this  is  but  common  honesty,  it  is  un- 
fortunately true  that  claims  are  frequently 
made  upon  insurance  companies  for  sums  much 
larger  than  would  be  required  to  cover  actual 
loss,  and  that  the  companies  are  obliged  to 
protect  themselves  through  the  medium  of 
adjusters,  whose  business  it  is  to  sift  the 
facts  to  the  bottom.  For  this  purpose,  I  take 
it,  they  employ  men  not  only  of  experience 
in  the  various  lines  of  business  with  which 
they  have  to  deal,  but  men  also  who  are  not 
capable  of  being  "bluffed"  into  settlements. 
The  remarks  1  have  to  offer  are  based  upon 
this  supposition.      ***** 

The  linotype  is  a  finely  constructed  and  beau- 
tifully adjjasted  machine,  but  this  is  entirely 
consistent  with  the  solidity  of  construction 
which  it  possesses,  and  it  is  no  more  to  be 
compared  to  a  watch  than  is  a  printing-press 
or  a  steam-engine.  Exact  counterparts  of  the 
machines  in  question  have  borne  the  wear  and 
hard  usage  and  dirt  of  printing  offices  for 
seven  and  eight  years  and  have  then  been 
found  to  be  about  as  good  as  new ;  and  a  good 
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test  of  this  is  in  the  willingness  of  lessees  of 
these  machines  in  scores  of  cases  to  purchase 
them  at  nearly  their  original  selling  price 
after  they  have  used  them  for  such  periods  of 
time.       ******* 

Every  part  of  the  linotype  machine  is  capa- 
ble of  being  obtained  at  any  time  at  the 
published  price,  and  insurance  ofUcers  are 
just  as  welcome  to  information  in  regard  to 
matters  of  reconstruction  as  any  of  our  cus- 
tomers. ***** 

But  bad  as  the  case  of  the  Herald  is,  that 
of  the  Victor  Times  is  infinitely  worse.  As 
to  whether  or  not  the  list  of  parts  set  out  in 
the  schedule  were  actually  needed  we  have 
no  personal  knowledge,  for  we  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  matter  except  to  furnish  what 
was  ordered,  but  conceding  that  they  were 
needed,  when  they  were  supplied  and  the 
freight  and  the  labor  of  putting  them  in  place 
and  the  cleaning  of  the  machine  were  added, 
that  ought  to  have  ended  it.  If  a  part  is 
warped  so  that  it  cannot  be  restored  to  con- 
dition, it  ought  to  be  replaced,  but  there  is  no 
such  thing  as  "a  damage  of  uncertainty" 
about  any  of  the  parts,  and  the  allowance  for 
'general  damage  to  the  machine  on  account 
of  fire,  or  difference  between  the  value  of  a 
repaired  machine  and  one  absolutely  new"  is 
something  we  have  never  before  heard  of.  I 
should  not  wonder  at  any  insurance  company 
being  chary  of  dealing  with  a  machine  which 
had  such  features.  They  simply  do  not  exist 
in  the  linotj'pe.  A  type-casting  machine  sub- 
ject to  such  infirmities  ought  to  be  thrown  in- 
to the  scrap  heap. 

I  will  not  trouble  you  with  my  views  in 
refei'ence  to  the  adjustment  of  the  loss  in  this 
latter  case. 

Yours  v^ery  truly, 

Mergenthaler  Linotype  Co. 
Fred  J.  Wakbukton,  Sec.  and  Treas. 

In  view  of  the  statements  made  by  the 
representatives  of  the  Mergenthaler  Lino- 
type Co.  in  the  foregoing  correspondence 
there  appears  to  be  no  longer  any  i-eason 
why  the  type-sotting  machine  should  not 
be  written  as  are  other  contents  of  print- 
ing offices. 

If  a  man  cannot  secure  fidelity  insur 
ance  it   is    because   he   is   not  worthy  of 
trust.     Such    a    man  you    do  not  want  in 
your  service. 

Chairman  Payne  of  the  ways  and 
means  committee  of  congress  estimates  a 


reduction  of  over  $40,000,000in  war  taxes. 
Insurance  is  credited  with  $3,000,000  of 
this    reduction.     Thii?    is  welcome   news. 


Synopsis  of   the  Dresden   Meeting,  Regarding 
Acetylene   Gas. 

REGULATIONS  ADOPTEE)  IN  6ERMANY. 

Commissions  representing  the  manu- 
facturers of  acetylene  apparatus  and  the 
tire  underwriters  of  Germany  met  in 
Dresden  some  time  ago.  The  object 
of  this  gathering  of  represeutatives  of 
the  two  interests  was  to  agree  upon  con- 
ditions for  the  safe  storage  and  handling 
of  calcium  carbide,  and  for  the  install- 
ment of  the  apparatus.  These  conditions, 
acceptable  to  manufactures,  consumers 
and  underwriters,  as  finally  agreed  upon, 
were  embodied  in  the  form  of  regulations, 
as  printed  elsewhere  and  translated  for 
the  Coast  Review. 

The  meeting  was  an  interesting  one,  as 
outlined  by  the  chairman's  report.  The 
dangers  of  calcium  carbide  and  its  ex- 
plosive gas  were  discussed  by  both  sides. 
The  underwriters  exhibited  no  hostility 
toward  the  new  illuminant,  but  they  in- 
sisted on  conditions  which  will  prevent 
conflagrations;  and  the  manufacturers 
were  equally  desirous  of  agreeing  upon 
such  safe  measures.  The  manufacturers 
believed  that  joint  action  and  open  dis- 
cussion would  be  the  best  way  of  meeting 
the  difficulty  and  promoting  the  intei'csts 
of    producers,    handlers,    consumers   and 

insurers. 

*      *      * 

Regulations  for  Installment  and  Operation  of 
Acetylene  Gas  Apparatus  in  Accordance  With 
Resolutions  of  the  Union  of  the  German  Priv 
ate  Fire  Insurance  Associations. 

Extract   From   the   Report   of  Dr.  Adolp/i  Frank, 

Chairman  of  the  Gertnan  Acetylene  Association. 

In  addition  to  compliance  with  municipal 
regulations,  the  validity  of  insurance  policies 
is  subject  to  the  following  requirements, 
namely : 

(1)  That  the  gas  reservoir  be  provided 
with  an  arrangement  to  facilitate  the  re- 
moval of  surplus  generation  beyond  the  ca- 
pacity of  the  reservoir. 

The  plant  must  be  provided  with  a  cleansing 
apparatus   which   will  remove  phosphureted- 
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hydi'ogen  and  ammonia,  to  prevent  the  danger 
of  ignition  and  forestall  the  combination  of 
other  explosives. 

(3)  That  generators  or  reservoirs  shall  not 
be  placed  in  barns  or  stables,  except  the 
necessary  space  be  separated  from  the  ad- 
joining space  by  a  tirepi-oof  wall  without  open- 
ings. The  escape  pipes  indicated  in  No.  1 
must  lead  into  the  open  air. 

(3)  That  the  store  room  for  inflammable 
material  shall  be  constantly  ventilated,  kept 
locked,  admittance  to  non-employes  refused, 
and  no  smoking  allowed. 

(4)  That  the  manufacture,  storing  or  use 
of  compressed  or  liquified  acetylene  is  pro- 
hibited. However,  under  compressed  acety- 
lene only  that  which  is  compressed  more  than 
one  atmospheric  pressure  is  understood. 

(5)  In  cases  where  the  plant  is  not  pro- 
tected from  freezing,  the  connecting  pipe  be- 
tween the  generator  and  gas  reservoir  shall 
be  provided  with  a  water  bag,  and  shall  have 
at   least   the   following  dimensions,  namely: 

%  inches  (1  inch,  26  m.  m.)  for  a  plant  under 

lights  for  20  one  hour  service. 
1  inch  for  a  plant  from  20  to  40  lights  for  20 

1  hour  service. 
1%  inches  for  a  plant  of  more  than  100  lights. 

(6)  In  the  apparatus  space  for  plants  under 
500  lights,  no  more  than  one-tenth  of  the 
daily  supply  shall  be  stored.  However,  1  box 
of  100  k.  g.  is  permitted.  Supply  vessels  to 
be  opened  only  when  the  previous  one  in  use 
shall  have  been  reduced  to  one-third  its  quan- 
tity. 

Open  vessels  to  be  covered  with  overlapping 
tinned  water-proof  covers. 

In  plants  of  over  500  lights,  but  one  day's 
supply  shall  be  kept  in  the  appai-atus  space, 
otherwise  in  reference  to  storage  of  calcium 
carbide  these  plants  shall  be  under  the  same 
regulations  as  carbide  storing  spaces. 

(7)  For  the  storage  of  carbide  the  follow- 
ing regulations  are  provided :  The  store- 
rooms must  be  situated  a  safe  distance  from 
the  generating  room  and  occupied  buildings, 
and  be  light,  di-y  and  well  ventilated.  The 
storing  thei-ein  of  inflammable  material  is  pro- 
hibited. 


seriously   liurt;    the   engine,  of  course,    was 
damaged. 


Fire  Engine  Plunges  from  Trestle. 
On  the  morning  of  December  14  a  fire  engine, 
answering  an  early  morning  call  for  a  blaze  in 
the  Variety  iron-works,  plunged  off  a  trestle. 
After  falling  ten  feet  the  machine,  horses  and 
men  rolled  down  an  embankment  a  dozen  feet 
farther.     Neither  horses    nor   firemen   were 


Acetylene  Gas  Explosion. 

Mrs.  Mattie  Dunlap,  proprietor  of  the  Cos- 
mopolitan hotel  at  San  Luis  Obispo,  Gal.,  was 
injured  by  an  explosion  of  gas  in  the  acetylene 
gas  plant  adjoining  the  house.  The  gas  sup- 
ply being  insuBicient,  she  went  into  the  gas 
house  with  a  lighted  candle  to  regulate  the 
genei-ator.  The  candle  was  held  near  the 
tank  by  an  assistant.  Suddenly  both  were 
dashed  to  the  ground  by  an  explosion.  The 
woman  was  badly  burned  and  will  be  scarred 
for  life.  The  attendant  will  probably  be 
maimed  for  life.  A  similar  accident  occurred 
in  the  same  place  in  the  same  way  about  a 
year  ago.  

American  and  Canadian  Fire   Loss  Statistics. 

The  following  totals  of  property  losses  have 
been  compiled  by  the  Review  of  New  York. 
They  are  under  rather  than  over  the  actual 
losses,  and  do  not  include  small  fires: 


January  . 
February 
March  .  . 
April  .  . 
May  .  .  . 
June  .  .  . 
July  .  .  . 
August  . 
September 
October  . 
November  . 


isos. 
9,472,500 

12,629,300 
7,645,200 
8,211,000 

11,073,200 
9,206,900 
8,929,750 
7,793,500 

14,203,650 
7,539,400 

10,235,000 


189!). 
$  10,718,000 
18,469,000 
11,493,000 
9,213,000 
9,091,900 
6,714,850 
11,426,400 
9,703,700 
12,778,800 
12,046,250 
11,857,650 


1900. 

11,755,300 

15,427,000 

13,349,200 

25,727,000 

15.759,400 

21,281,000 

13,609,100 

10,298,250 

9,110,300 

7,107,000 

8,518,000 


Total    .    .  $106,938,400      $123,512,550      $151,941,550 


Oakland,  Cal.— The  telephones  used  by 
the  fire  department  are  not  connected  with 
the  telephone  system.  They  are  simply  used 
as  a  means  of  communication  between  the 
houses  where  fire  apparatus  is  located.  The 
only  way,  therefore,  by  which  the  depart- 
ment may  be  apprised  of  a  fire  is  by  telephon- 
ing the  fact  to  the  City  Jail,  No.  46,  and  then 
having  an  officer  run  to  the  Fifteenth  street 
engine  house  and  give  the  information  there. 
In  this  way  time  is  lost,  and  frequently  the 
flames  are  found  to  have  caught  a  fierce  hold 
of  a  structure  before  the  fire  apparatus  is 
able  to  reach  the  scene.— Tribune.  Two  new 
engine  houses  are  being  built  in  Alden  and 
Golden  Gate,  annexed  suburbs. 


B.MvERSFiELD,  Cal.,  will  add  another  engine 
to  its  fire  department.  The  last  two  fires 
have  stirred  up  the  authorities. 
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Divide  Fair. 

In  the  old  stage-coach  (].ays  when  the  stage- 
driver  was  the  boss  of  the  road,  and  bell- 
punches  were  unknown,  the  driver  collected 
way-fares  and  sometimes  divided  with  the 
stage  company.  A  driver  on  his  return  from 
a  successful  trip  stepped  into  a  stall  to  count 
and  divide  the  way-fares,  apd  not  being  up 
in  mental  arithmetic  talked  as  if  he  were 
dealing  with  the  cashier.  He  said,  "This 
gold  is  for  me,  this  Si21  in  silver  is  for  me  and 
the  company;  $10  for  me,  110  for  the  company 
and  head  or  tail  for  the  odd  dollar,  head  for 
the  company,  tail  for  me."  The  coin  came 
down  head;  he  said,  "That  won't  do!  we 
will  toss  again."  At  this  stage  of  the  game 
the  superintendent  of  the  company  stepped 
out  of  the  next  stall  and  said,  "Jack,  that 
division  of  yours,  keeping  all  the  gold,  half  of 
the  silver  and  tossing  up  for  the  odd  dollar  is 
all  right;  but  I'll  be  hanged  if  I  will  keep  a 
man  who  will  not  give  the  company  a  fair  deal 
on  a  toss-up.  You  will  quit."  The  drivers  of 
the  insurance  wagon  must  give  the  companies 
a  fair  toss-up  or  the  companies  will  quit. — 
Fireman's  Fund  Record. 


The   Victoria-Montreal   will  probably   dis- 
solve. 


Fire  Notes. 

The  Teutonia  reinsured  the  Southwestern  Town 
Mutual  of  Kansas  City. 

On  the  Fiuxng  Line.— Kansas  City,  Mo., 
dwellings  are  being  written  at  25c  for  five  years. 

The  Illinois  Locals'  Association  will  try  to  have 
the  legislatui'e  enact  a  $25  license  measure. 

If  There  Are  Any  Left.— In  February  the  farm 
mutuals  of  Missouri  will  hold  an  annual  conven 
tion. 

Over  20,000  ball  tickets  at  12  apiece  were  sold 
for  the  firemen's  pension  fund  ball  last  month  in 
Chicago. 

The  Fidelity  of  Baltimore  has  disappeared  and 
the  Firemen's  of  the  same  city  has  a  distended 
appearance. 

The  Western  Underwriter  says  the  Magdeburg 
Fire  paid  40  per  cent,  of  the  unearned  premiums  for 
the  business  of  the  Cincinnati. 

Vermont.— Valued  policy  bill  killed  by  the 
senate,  which  could  not  be  persuaded  that  a  prem- 
ium on  arson  reduces  the  Are  loss. 

London's  fire  engines  are  at  last  equipped  with 
fire-gongs.  The  firemen  will  no  longer  shout  out  a 
warning  to  pedestrians  and  others. 

The  Union  Assurance  of  London  has  been  up- 
hold in  the  Colorado  smelting  case,  by  the  griev- 
ance committee  of  the  Western  Union. 
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Victim   of    the  United  Friends  of  the  Pacific. 

A  poor  woman,  now  in  an  insane  asylum  in 
Germany,  was  persuaded  to  become  a  member 
of  the  United  Friends  of  the  Pacific,  a  San 
Francisco  fraternal  insurance  swindle.  She 
paid  in  a  good  deal  of  money  in  exchange  for 
paper  promises  of  benefits  to  matui-e,  but 
when  she  needed  those  benefits  not  a  dollar 
was  forthcoming.  The  United  Friends  of  the 
Pacific,  exempted  from  the  insurance  laws  by 
special  statute  drawn  up  by  the  assessment 
people,  had  failed,  and  its  officers,  "gi-and" 
and  otherwise,  had  departed  for  places  un- 
known. 

Mexican  Cashier  Goes  Wrong. 
Jesus  Ochoa,  cashier  in  the  office  of  Christy 
&  Abell,  gene'ral  agents  for  the  Mutual  Life 
Insurance  Company  of  New  York  at  Monterey, 
was  arrested  and  placed  in  jail,  according  to 
the  City  of  Mexico  Herald  of  November  27. 
Ochoa  is  chai-ged.with  embezzling  $1,100  from 
his  employer.  Ochoa  is  a  young  mai'ried  man 
and  had  borne  a  good  reputation.  His  pecula- 
tions began,  so  his  emploj'ers  say,  some  two 
months  ago.  He  was  entrusted  with  au- 
thority to  draw  money  from  the  bank,  signing 
the  name  of  the  fii'm.  Some  days  ago  the 
members  of  the  firm  found  that  all  was  not 
right,  and  began  to  thoroughly  investigate 
the  matter.  Their  investigations  disclosed 
the  fact  that  Ochoa  had  been  drawing  money 
from  the  bank  for  which  he  made  no  record 
on  his  books.  A  comparison  of  his  books  with 
the  bank  statement  showed  that  he  had  in 
this  way  appropriated  to  his  ow^n  benefit 
$1,100,  and  he  was  immediately  arrested. 
The  arrest  caused  quite  a  sensation  in  busi- 
ness circles,  as  Ochoa  was  generally  well  liked 
and  his  emploj'ers  had  placed  all  confidence 
in  him.  Ochoa  claims  that  the  monej'  was 
used  in  office  expenses,  but  as  he  could  show 
no  receipts  for  it,  and  as  the  amount  was  un- 
reasonably large,  it  was  decided  that  he  had 
better  make  his  excuses  to  the  court. 


difference  represents  the  gain  or  loss  to  the 
policyholders,  and  there  is  no  getting  away 
fi'om  it." 


Col.  Jacob  L.  Gueexe  said:  "The  only 
money  received  by  a  life  insurance  company 
which  does  not  come  from  the  pockets  of 
policyholders  is  from  interest,  rents  and 
profits  upon  securities  sold.  The  only  money 
paid  out  by  a  life  insurance  company  which 
does  not  go  into  the  pockets  of  the  policy- 
holders is  that  paid  for  expenses,  taxes  and 
losses  upon   securities  sold.     Therefore,    the 


Life  Insurance  Reserves  in  190 1. 

Following  is  a  list  of  companies  with  their 
respective  present  and  contemplated  bases  of 
reserve.  Where  a  blank  appears  in  the  new 
reserve  column  no  change  of  reserve  has  been 
reported : 


Reserve 

Company. 

Present 

New 

Per  ct 

.  Table. 

Perot 

Table 

^tna 

4 

Act. 

3'A 

yEtna 

Berkshire  .... 

4 

Act. 

3% 

Am. 

Conn.  Gen.    .   .   . 

4 

Act. 

314 

Am. 

Conn.  Mut.   .   .   . 

3 

Am. 

— 

Equitable    .   .   . 

3 

— 

Fidelity  Mut.    . 

.  2^  to  354   .   . 

— 

Germania    .   .   . 

4 

3 

Home 

4 

Act. 

— 

John  Hancock    . 

4 

Act. 

314 

Am. 

Kansas  Mut.  .   . 

4 

Act. 

— 

Manhattan  .   .   . 

4 

Act. 

— 

Mass.  Mut.  .   .    . 

4 

Act. 

3% 

Am. 

Metropolitan     . 

4 

Act. 

4 

Am. 

Mich.  Mut.  .  .   . 

4 

— 

Mut.  Benefit .  . 

3 

Am. 

— 

Mut.,  Ky.    .   .   . 

4 

Act. 

— 

Mut.,N.y.  .   .   . 

3/2 

Am. 

— 

Mut.  Res.    .  .   . 

4 

Act. 

314 

Am. 

National,  Vt.    .   . 

4 

Act. 

3 

Am. 

N.  E.  Mutual    . 

4 

Act. 

3U 

Am. 

New  York    .   .   . 

3 

Am. 

— 

Northw'nMut.  . 

3 

Am. 

— 

Pacific  Mut.  .  . 

4 

Act. 

— 

Penn.  Mut.  .   .   . 

3/3 

Act. 

— 

Phoenix  Mut.    . 

4 

Act. 

3 

Am, 

Prov.  L.  &  T.  .  . 

4 

Act. 

— 

Prov.  Sav.   .   .   . 

4 

Act. 

3^ 

Am. 

Prudential  .   .   . 

4 

3 

Am. 

Royal  Union  .  . 

4 

Act. 

— 

Sec'tyL.&T.   . 

3 

Act. 

— 

State  Mut.  .   .   . 

4- 

Act. 

3>4 

Am. 

Travelers    .   .   .    . 

3'4 

— 

Union  Central  .   . 

4 

Am. 

— 

Union  Mutual  .   . 

4 

3 

United  States  .   . 

3 

— 

Washington  .   .   . 

3'/^ 

Am. 

— 

-The  Standard. 

Woman  Insured  for  $250,000— Florence  Pullman 
Lowden,  daughter  of  the  late  George  M.  Pullman, 
Is  the  most  heavily  insured  woman  in  the  world. 
She  has  just  taken  out  policies  which  aggregate 
$250,000.  lier  husband  Colonel  Frank  O.  Lowden, 
has  been  written  for  a  similar  amount,  so  that  the 
total  of  their  policies  amounts  to  half  a  million. 
Colonel  and  Mrs.  Lowden  are  now  visiting  the 
Pacific  Coast.  Their  policies  are  twenty-year  life 
and  twenty-year  trust  policies.  Should  either  of 
the  holders  die  the  survivor  will  be  paid  an  annuity 
of  $12,500.  The  annual  premium  on  the  Joint  insur- 
ance will  be  about  $16,000. 
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The  Manhattan  Life  Goes  on  a  Three  and  a 
Half  Per  Cent.  Basis. 

The  Manhattan  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany has  decided  to  adopt  the  3)4  per 
cent,  standard  of  reserve  on  all  business 
i-eceived  after  January  1,  1901.  This  is  a 
step  in  the  direction  of  further  safety, 
and  is  in  line  with  other  leading- American 
life  offices  which  have  adopted  a  higher 
standard  than  the  old  4  per  cent.  . 


The  Best  Holiday  Present. 

The  store  windows  now  have,  in  ad- 
dition to  their  tempting  holiday  displays, 
blank  orders  to  be  given  to  "presentees.  " 
The  life  insurance  company  has  no  blanks 
to  give  out,  but  its  policy  would  certainly 
be  an  appropriate  and  valuable  present 
for  the  holiday  season.  No  other  pres- 
ent can  testify  to  an  equal  degree  the  af- 
fection and  spirit  of  self-sacrifice  of  the 
husband,  father,  son  or  brother.  The 
life  policy  is  testimony,  to  the  beneficiary, 
not  only  for  the  present  time,  but  for  the 
future. 


Premium  Notice  Law  of  Ne^v  York  Applies 
Only  to  Business  Done  in  the  State. 

The  United  States  supreme  court  de- 
cided, December  3,  in  the  case  of  the 
Mutual  Life  v.  Cohen,  from  the  circuit 
court  of  appeals  for  the  ninth  district, 
that  the  premium  notice  law  of  New  York 
applied  only  to  business  done  in  that  state. 
The  law  was  amended  and  made  explicit 
in  this  particular,  about  two  years  ago; 
but  as  many  policies  had  been  issued 
while  the  law  was  in  force,  a  decision  in 
favor  of  Cohen  would  have  been  dis- 
astrous. The  opinion  was  prepared  by 
Justice  Brewer. 

Our  readers  will  doubtless  recall  the 
suit  brought  by  Nellie  Phinney  of  Seattle, 
whose  counsel  contended  that  the  law  of 
1877  controlled  all  contracts  made  by  New 
York  companies,  whether  made  within  or 
without  the  state.  No  notice  of  the 
amount  due  was  mailed  to  Phinney, 
tliough  a  demand  for  the  premium  was 
made  on  him  personally  by  the  agent. 
The  supreme  court   did  not  find  it    neces- 


sary to  pass  on  the  effect  of  the  mailing 
notice  law. 

The  present  decision  in  the  Cohen  case, 
restricting  the  effect  of  the  law  to  con- 
tracts within  the  state,  will  put  an  end  to 
speculative  litigation.  No  doubt  the 
shyster  lawyers  have  been  ferreting  out 
the  names  of  lapsed  policyholders  to 
whom  notices  of  premium  dues  had  not 
been  mailed. 

Order  of  Chosen  Friends  Fails. 

,/'''  — 

THE  EXPECTED  HAS  HAPPENED— THREE 
HUNDRED  THOUSAND  DOLLARS  UNPAID 
CLAIMS. 

A  few  years  ago  the  Order  of  Chosen 
Friends,  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  became  in- 
solvent, but  the  management 'glossed  over 
this  condition  of  affairs  with  a  so-called 
"reorganization."  Certificates  were  cut 
in  two,  and  though  this  act  was  virtually 
repudiation  of  half  of  the  order's  obliga- 
tions it  was  accepted  by  the  members  very 
meekly,  and  the  day  of  final  insolvency 
was  postponed.  The  officials  "held  their 
jobs, "  and  went  up  and  down  the  land 
seeking  for  more  dupes. 

The  Coast  Review  was  the  only  journal 
which  exposed  this  swindling  plan  of  i-e- 
organization  and  denounced  its  authors 
as  repudiators.  We  predicted  then  that 
failure,  with  an  increased  amount  of  un- 
paid claims,  would  inevitably  occur  in  the 
near  future.  The  conditions  which  in- 
sured failure  continued  the  same.  The 
predicted  ending  has  happened,  and  the 
bursted  fraternal  insurance  order  leaves 
about  a  third  of  a  million  dollars  unpaid 
claims  and  a  large  number  of  old  and  sick 
members  who  can  not  now  procure  life 
insui-ance  in  any  society  or  company. 

Attorney-General  Taylor,  on  behalf  of 
the  state  of  Indiana,  has  petitioned  the 
superior  court  for  the  appointment  of  a 
receiver  for  the  Order  of  Chosen  Friends. 
Auditor-of-State  Hart,  the  insurance 
superintendent,  recently  examined  the 
afi'airs  of  the  order,  and  notified  the 
supreme  recorder  that  it  was  insolvent 
and  that  a  receive)*  would  be  applied  for. 

Auditor  Hart  says  the  avei"age  ago  of 
the  members  is  50.     This    high  average 
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implies  a  hig-h  death  rate,  increasing  cost, 
and  rapid  decline.  The  statement  that 
the  loss  of  $(!0, 000  in  the  Galveston  flood 
disaster  was  the  chief  cause  of  the  failure 
is  therefore  not  entitled  to  serious  consid- 
eration. Failure  was  certain  as  death  and 
taxes.  It  is  doubtful  if  the  Galveston  loss 
even  liastened  dissolution.  The  complete 
rottenness  of  the  condition  of  this  frater- 
nal order  was  further  shown  by  the  dis- 
covery that  the  foi'mer  supreme  treasurer 
(Wm.  B.  Wilson)  was  a  defaulter  in  the 
sum  of  about  $30,000. 

The  Order  of  Chosen  Friends  has  a  very 
considerable  membership  in  the  PaciKc 
West,  though  some  years  ago,  when  as- 
sessments were  increasing,  a  number  of 
members  seceded  and  formed  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Chosen  Friends,  of 
San  Francisco.  This  ofTshoot  lasted  only 
a  few  years.  It  also  lost  by  defalcation; 
but,  like  the  parent  organization,  it  failed 
because  its  plans  were  wrong,  its  rates 
were  too  low,  and  it  held  in  contempt  all 
mortality  tables. 

California  is  credited  with  116  councils 
of  the  Order  of  Chosen  Friends  and  the 
largest  membership,  exceeding  5,100,  or 
nearly  a  fourth  of  the  entire  membership. 
The  officers  of  the  California  regime  will 
endeavor  to  perpetuate  their  jobs  by  or- 
ganizing another  independent  order. 

The  Order  of  Chosen  Friends  is  about 
twenty-one  years  old,  and  has  paid  death 
and  old  age  benefits  to  both  men  and 
women.  At  one  time  it  was  among  the 
most  prominent  and  largest  of  the  frater- 
nal insurance  orders,  but  its  membership 
has  dwindled  down  to  about  20,000. 

The  announcement  of  the  failure  of  an- 
other well  known  fraternal  insurance 
order  may  be  confldently  expected  within 
a  few  months,  perhaps  within  a  few  weeks. 


Gkeat  BuiTAiN  must  be  a  very  settled 
country  if  the  plan  of  the  Pioneer  Life  Assur- 
ance Co.,  as  described  in  a  recent  edition  of 
the  Commercial  World  of  London,  can  be 
made  a  success.  The  plan  is  said  to  be  to 
issue  a  policy  to  a  young  man  who  desires  to 
purchase  a  home.  This  policy  is  based  on  the 
promise  that  if  it  is  kept  in  force  for  five  years 
the  company  will  loan  the  entire  amount  of  the 


policy  in  order  to  purchase  the  house,  this 
amount  also  being  the  entire  value  of  the 
house.  The  margin  to  the  company,  of  course, 
will  be  the  reserve  already  accumulated 
during  the  five  years.  The  policy  runs  for  25 
years  altogether,  and  after  the  loan  is  made, 
of  course,  interest  is  paj-able  as  well  as 
premiums.  It  is  figured  that  on  this  basis  the 
total  payment  of  the  borrower  is  not  to  be 
larger  than  the  rent  previously  payed  by  him. 
The  plan  looks  to  us  to  be  entirely  feasible, 
excepting  that  we  should  think  that  a  man 
must  be  thoroughly  rooted  in  one  place  who 
would  be  willing  to  make  such  a  contract,  as 
to  the  house  he  lives  in,  to  be  fulfilled  five 
years  later.  Moreover,  we  wonder,  how  many 
houseowners  would  be  willing  to  contract  to 
sell  on  that  basis.  Or  will  the  promise  to 
loan  apply  to  any  house  the  policyholder 
selects  ?— Insurance  World. 


Life  Notes. 
A  PHYSICIAN  in  the  Northwest  acknowl- 
edges that  he  receives  only  one  dollar  for  a 
medical  examination  from  an  assessment  asso- 
ciation and  live  dollars  for  the  same  services  for 
an  old  time  company.  He  says  that  his 
services  are  as  good  in  one  case  as  in  the 
other,  w^hich  may  be  true  too,  and  not  to  his 
credit. 

In  a  case  where  husband,  wife  and  only 
child  were  burned  to  death  in  the  fire  which 
destroyed  their  home,  the  relatives  of  both 
man  and  woman  sued  for  his  life  insurance 
money.  The  court  held  that  as  the  wife  had 
probably  died  at  the  same  time  as  the  hus- 
band, she  had  not  inherited  his  estate  or  any 
part  thereof.  The  money  therefore  reverted 
to  his  nearest  relatives. 

An  Old  Line  Fuateknal. — A  number  of 
regular  old-line  life  insurance  men  have  been 
at  work  in  New  York  upon  the  organization 
of  a  new  mutual  life  insurance  society,  which 
is  to  be  called  the  Fellowship  of  Solidarity. 
The  society  is  to  be  incorporated  under  the 
fraternal  insurance  laws  of  New  York,  and  is 
to  be  operated  upon  plans  both  unique  and 
original.  In  a  nutshell,  the  purpose  of  the 
promoters  is  to  not  only  conduct  the  society 
upon  the  same  economical  lines  that  other 
successful  life  insurance  orders  are  managed, 
but  also  "to  combine  with  it  the  protection 
afforded  by  high  legal  reserve  requirements. 
The  policyholders  of  the  Fellowship  of 
Solidarity  will,  therefore,  have  the  advantage 
of  full  legal  reserves  equal  to  the  American 
Experience  Table  and  three  percent,  interest, 
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a  higher  standard  than  any  state  at  px-esent 
requires  of  old-line  companies.  Among  the 
incorporators  of  the  order  is  Mr.  Miles  Menan- 
der  Dawson,  the  well-known  actuary  of  New 
York,  who,  in  certifying  to  the  soundness  of 
the  plans  of  the  society,  says:  "I  have  care- 
fully considered  the  constitution,  plans,  policy 
forms,  tables  of  premiums  and  surrender 
values  prepared  for  the  Fellowship  of 
Solidarity,  and  that  the  same  comply  in  every 
respect  with  the  severest  requirements 
imposed  upon  regular  life  insurance  companies 
by  any  state.  The  premiums  are  adequate  to 
provide  the  benefits  promised,  in  the  case  of 
each  policy ;  the  plans  are  practicable ;  the 
values  are  not  higher  than  can  be  paid  out  of 
the  reserve,  accumulated  from  the  premiums. 
I  have  also  examined  the  fraternal  insurance 
laws  of  New  York,  and  am  of  the  opinion  that 
they  confer  broader  and  more  valuable  powers 
upon  a  new  company  than  do  any  other  insur- 
ance statutes  of  this  or  any  other  state." — U. 
S.  Review. 

At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Boston  Life 
Underwriters  Association  President  Register 
said:  "But  when  the  associations  become  a 
Court  of  Inquiry  of  their  own  members  they 
are  treading  on  dangerous  gi'ound.  If  a  man- 
ager chooses,  with  his  eyes  open,  to  take  into 
his  employment  or  continue  in  his  employment 
a  disreputable  agent  the  association  can  do 
nothing  to  prevent  him.  But  I  refuse  to 
believe  that  managers  are  so  opposed  to  their 
own  interests  as  to  do  this  generally;  at  any 
rate  if  we  diminish  the  number  of  bad  men  in 
the  business,  we  have  accomplished  some- 
thing. Surely  every  man  who  is  relegated  to 
the  rear  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 
Every  one  of  you  has  employed  many  persons 
whom  you  would  not  have  employed  had  you 
had  information  about  them  which  you  might 
have  secured  from  others.  When  you  found 
out  what  their  record  was  you  dismissed  them, 
and  in  many  cases  did  this  after  losing  a  great 
deal  of  money.  While  it  is  a  fact  that  some 
managers  will  blind  themselves  to  the  faults 
and  vices  of  some  men  whom  they  employ  I 
think  that  thej'  will  not  do  it  very  long." 

Fraud  Suspected. — A  special  from  Pagosa 
Spritigs  says  that  the  remains  of  George  A. 
Barber,  an  Iowa  man  who  died  there  suddenly 
on  November  10,  have  been  disinterred  and 
that  the  brain,  stomach  and  other  organs  will 
be  subjected  to  chemical  analysis  to  ascertain 
whether  they  contain  poison.  It  is  said  Bar- 
ber had  taken  out  $7,800  insurance  six  weeks 
before  his  death.— Denver  Tribune. 


CoLOKADO  has  a  larger  per  capita  life  insur- 
ance in  force  than  either  California  or  Con- 
necticut. 

The  Manhattan  Life's  Atlanta,  Ga.,  man- 
ager, J.  T.  Prince,  will  spend  the  winter  in 
Arizona  for  his  health. 

A  THREE-scoRE-AND-TEN  teetotaler  in  Eng- 
land gleefully  recalls  the  fact  that  forty-five 
years  ago  he  was  turned  down  by  a  life  office 
because  he  abstained  from  all  alcoholic  drinks. 

The  principle  involved  is  of  such  importance 
that  I  wish  you  to  warn  your  local  agents 
against  the  adoption  of  any  method  of  rebat- 
ing, even  though  they  may  be  anxious  to  meet 
the  improper  concessions  of  a  competitor. 
You  will,  therefore,  see  to  it  that  no  rebate  is 
allowed  by  your  agents,  and  in  case  of  viola- 
tion of  this  rule,  the  services  of  the  agent 
must  be  dispensed  with.  Life  assurance  can 
be  and  should  be  conducted  along  as  honorable 
lines  as  any  of  the  other  great  enterprises  of 
the  country,  and  if  companies  will  unite  in 
prohibiting  rebates,  business  will  be  better 
and  more  profitable  for  both  company  and 
agent;  if,  however,  we  must  act  indepen- 
dently and  alone,  we  will  do  so.  — Pres.  Scott, 
Provident  Savings. 

^        Life  Insurance  for  Letter-Carriers. 

*'  The  daily  work  of  the  letter-carrier 
resembles  quite  closely  the  well-defined 
duties  of  the  industrial  agent.  The  cai-rier 
has  his  defined  route  to  go  over,  his  letter  to 
deliver,  his  report  to  make ;  and  he  must  walk 
many  miles,  must  be  punctual,  must  be  intelli- 
gent, for  if  he  fails  in  any  of  these  essentials, 
complaints  will  soon  make  his  life  a  burden 
and  his  resignation  will  be  called  for.  There 
is,  however,  one  essential  difference,  and  that 
is  that  the  letter-carrier  has  not  to  solicit  the 
business  and  to  canvass  for  patrons,  and  on 
this  account  he  comes  nearer  to  the  collector 
with  a  large  debit  than  to  the  canvasser  who 
gradually  promotes  the  growth  of  the  company 
by  intelligent  efforts  for  new  business.  It  is, 
however,  not  so  many  years  ago  that  strong 
efforts  were  made  in  England  to  employ 
letter-carriers  as  canvassers  for  the  general 
post-office,  which,  it  may  be  added,  has  since 
1864  sold  life  insurance  policies  for  small 
amounts,  but,  practically,  without  success. 
According  to  the  last  report  of  the  post- 
master-genei'al  of  the  United  States  there 
were  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  1899,  14,256 
letter-carriers  connected  with  the  free  de- 
livery system  of  this  country,  and  this  number 
has  since  been  increased   by  more  than   1,000, 
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so  that  there  are  now  over  15,000  letter- 
carriers,  whose  aggregate  annual  compensa- 
tion exceeds  $15,000,000.  If  we  take  the 
estimate  of  the  postmaster-general  for  1900, 
we  find  that  the  compensation  paid  to  the 
carrier  force  is  as  follows: 

COMPENSATION   OF  U.   S.   LETTER-CAKUIEllS. 

950  at  $   600  per  annum,  or  $11.54  per  week. 

485  at  800  per  annum,  or  15.39  per  week. 
5,418  at  850  per  annum,  or  16.35  per  week. 
8,363  at    1,000  per  annum,  or    19.33  per  week. 

Hence,  it  is  quite  clear  that  the  majority  of 
the  force  are  in  receipt  of  an  income  of  more 
than  $1,000  per  annum,  and  it  may  be  added 
that  under  a  recent  law  those  who  are  now  in 
receipt  of  an  income  below  this  figure  will 
rapidly  be  raised,  until  practically  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  force  will  be  in  receipt  of  a  salary 
of  $1,000  per  annum. 

In  consequence  of  this  satisfactory  condition 
as  to  the  compensation  paid  to  the  members 
in  the  different  grades  of  employment  of  the 
letter-carriers'  service,  resignations  and  dis- 
missals have  been  exceedingly  few.  During 
the  year  1899  out  of  14,256  only  434  changes 
occurred,  and  of  these  109  were  deaths,  114 
were  dismissals  due  to  violation  of  the  postal 
laws,  eighty-eight  dismissals  for  intoxication, 
three  for  physical  disability,  and  only  120 
resignations.  Thus,  of  the  entire  force,  only 
three  per  cent,  changed  their  employment 
during  the  year.  Hence,  it  is  made  clear  that 
from  the  moral  as  well  as  from  the  material 
standpoint,  the  letter-carrier  of  today  repre- 
sents a  desirable  life  risk  for  industrial  as 
well  as  ordinary  purposes. 

This  favorable  consideration  is  enhanced  by 
the  fact  already  pointed  out,  that  resignations 
or  forced  removals  have  been  exceedingly  in- 
frequent and  that  hence  the  number  of  men 
who  have  been  many  years  in  service  has 
naturally  reached  a  considerable  proportion 
of  the  total  number  employed.  As  a  mark  of 
high  distinction  and  recognition  of  persistency 
in  service,  the  uniform  of  the  carrier  indicates 
the  duration  of  service  by  black  stripes  on  the 
sleeve  in  the  manner  that  every  black  stripe 
indicates  five  years  of  completed  service 
duration.  It  is  thus  quite  easy  for  an  agent 
to  recognize  the  grade  of  employment  to  which 
the  carriers  of  his  acquaintance  belong. — Pru- 
dential Record. 


The  intelligent  insurance  manager  of  the  future 
will  not  employ  men  of  reckless  methods  who  leave 
a  trail  of  defilement  wherever  they  go,  but  will  de- 
maud  clean  workers  who  shall  not  leave  a  curse 
upon  the  noblest  business  in  the  world.— Register. 


Additional  Life  Notes. 

A  San  FitANCisco  gcuusral  agent  will  write  a 
prize  story  for  Insurance  Topics. 

The  Northwestern  Mutual  is  lending  con- 
siderable money  on  Chicago  realty  at  5  per  cent. 

The  United  States  Life  won  the  Cable  case,  in 
which  the  defense  was  false  statement  as  to  health. 

Life  ofilces  still  on  the  4  per  cent,  interest  basis 
are  the  Michigan,  Pacific,  Penn.,  Provident,  Royal 
Union,  Qnion  Central. 

The  Northern  Central  Life  Insurance  Co.  of 
Toledo,  O.,  begins  auspiciou.sly  on  the  stock  plan, 
with  nearly  $200,000  surplus  and  over$3,000,000  insur- 
ance in  force. 

Will  Stay.— New  York's  attorney-general  has 
denied  the  petition  for  an  action  to  remove  Fred- 
erick A.  Burnham  from  the  presidency  of  the  Mut- 
ual Reserve  Fund  Life. 

Assets  under  $30,  liabilities  over  $6,000.  Thus' 
reads  the  opening  of  the  ending  chapter  of  the  his- 
tory of  the  fraternal  Benevolent  Order  of  Mizpah  of 
Ohio.  What  a  high  old  time  the  Mizpah  oftlcials 
must  have  had  ! 

The  Washington  Life  Ins.  Co.,  has  purchased 
for  $1,000,000  the  new  Hamilton  storage  building  in 
New  York.  A  large  part  has  been  leased  for 
twenty-one  years.  The  building  is  twelve  stories 
high  and  fire-proof.  It  is  regarded  as  a  splendid 
investment. 

The  following  life  offices  will  change  their  re- 
serve basis  to  3  or  3!4  per  cent,  interest:  ^Etna, 
Berkshire,  Canada,  Connecticut  General,  Germania, 
Maryland.  Massachusetts,  Metropolitan,  Mutual 
Benefit,  National,  New  England,  Northwestern, 
Phcenix,  Provident  Savings,  Prudential,  Travelers, 
Union  Mutual. 

Fromthe  President's  Message.— Good  will  pre- 
vails in  our  relations  with  the  German  empire. 
An  amicable  adjustment  of  the  long-pending  ques- 
tion of  the  admission  of  our  life  insurance  com- 
panies to  do  business  in  Prussia  has  been  reached. 
One  of  the  principal  companies  has  already  been 
readmitted,  and  the  way  is  opened  for  the  others 
to  share  the  privilege. 

A  Philadelphia  man  who  killed  his  wife  and 
tried  to  commit  suicide,  and  was  acquitted  of  the 
charge  of  murder  on  the  ground  of  insanity,  is  now 
suing  a  life  insurance  company  to  recover  $7,000 
on  a  policy  on  the  murdered  woman's  life.  Such  a 
man  deserves  to  be  shut  up  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 
It  is  said  that  a  Missouri  saloon-keeper  who  killed 
his  wife  by  thrusting  a  red-hot  poker  down  her 
throat,  and  was  acquitted  on  a  technicality, 
brought  suit  for  $5,000  life  insurance.  Before  the 
case  came  to  trial,  the  saloon-keeper  was  lynched 
by  justly  indignant  citizens.  In  Minnesota  a  mur- 
derer in  a  penitentiary  brought  suit  for  the  recov- 
ery of  insurance  on  his  victim's  lite,  but  lost  his 
case. 
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The  Enterprising  Preferred  Accident  Enters 
England. 

The  first  American  accident  insurance 
company  to  establish  a  branch  in  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  is  the  Preferred  Accident  Insur- 
ance Company  of  New  York.  F.  J.  Lee- 
Smith  of  London  has  been  appointed 
manag-er  of  the  new  department. 

ThePreferred  Accident,  under  the  man- 
agement of  President  Lounsbury  and 
Seci'etary  Atwood,  has  established  an 
enviable  reputation  for  aggressive  prog- 
ress and  original  and  liberal  policy  feat- 
ures. 

There  will  now  be  a  rattling  of  the  dry 
bones  of  British  accident  insurance. 


Qaiming  Credit  Which  Does  Not  Belong  to  It. 

The  Travelers  of  Hartford,  in  a  recent 
number  of  its  agency  paper,  deliberately 
makes  this  bold  assertion: 

"In  every  real  improvement  made  in  acci- 
dent contracts  the  Travelers  has  almost  in- 
variably been  the  leader." 

With  equal  deliberateness  we  assert 
that  this  is  not  true;  and  we  challenge 
the  Travelers  people  to  produce  any  evi- 
dence of  the  truth  of  their  claim  to  leader- 
ship in  improvements  in  accident  policies. 

We  shall  be  happy  to  have  the  man- 
agers of  the  Travelers  acccept  this  chal- 
lenge, and  shall  take  pleasure  in  printing 
their  summary  of  the  improvements  in 
the  accident  contract  which  their  com- 
pany has  led  in  creating  and  introducing. 
The  agents  of  the  company,  who  have 
always  lamented  its  lagging  in  this  re- 
spect, and  its  utter  lack  of  originality, 
will  be  glad  to  see  such  an  article  in  print. 

The  first  impoi-tant  new  benefit  added 
to  the  accident  contract  was  the  special 
indemnity  for  losses  of  eye  or  limb,  and 
the  extension  of  the  twenty-six  weeks' 
limit  to  fifty-two  weeks.  The  Travelers 
did  not  originate  this;  it  copied  this  im- 
provement. In  1899  the  Preferred  Acci- 
dent Ins.  Co.  originated  the  combination 
policy  with   double  benefits  for  traveling 


accidents.  This  was  immediately  copied 
b}' other  companies,  and  later,  reluctantly, 
by  the  slow  and  hostile  Travelers.  In 
1892  the  Preferred  issued  an  annuity.  We 
are  informed  that  seven  years  passed  be- 
fore the  Travelers  issued  a  similar  con- 
tract. The  partial  disability  contract 
was  not  issued  by  the  Travelers  until 
several  years  later.  Wef  might  mention 
other  new  features,  such  as  doubling 
benefits  for  accidents  incurred  while  in 
burning  buildings,  which  jDopularize  acci- 
dent insurance.  We  are  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  Travelers  has  not  yet 
copied  all  these  improvements. 


Tontine  Accident  Insurance. 

Whoever  suggested  the  proposal  for  a 
"Tontine  Accident  Fund  for  Non-Claimants" 
under  accident  insurance  policies  was  clearly 
a  genius,  for  the  scheme  is  proving  itself  each 
year  a  more  conspicuous  success.  It  was  long 
felt  as  an  injustice  that  those  persons  who 
met  with  no  accident,  and  therefore  made  no 
claim  for  compensation,  should  be  called  upon 
to  continuouslj^  pay  the  same  premiums  as 
others  who  had  benefited,  either  through  mis- 
fortune or  their  own  carelessness.  To  meet 
this  manifest  objection  the  tontine  bonus  sys- 
tem was  devised  in  the  year  1887,  being 
instautlj'  greeted  with  a  substantial  welcome, 
while  it  is  now  proving  of  great  advantage  to 
man3'policj'holders,  whose  premium  payments 
have  been  materiallj'  reduced.  In  the  first 
place,  however,  it  must  be  explained  that  the 
company's  regular  bonus  scheme  differs  essen- 
tially from  the  general  practice.  In  most 
cases  an  abatement  of  10  per  cent,  is  made  on 
the  sixth  and  all  subsequent  annual  premiums, 
when  the  policy  is  maintained  for  a  longer 
term  than  five  consecutive  years. 

Under  the  tontine  bonus  scheme  additional 
and,  seeminglj',  very  valuable  advantages 
accrue  to  those  policyholders  who  make  no 
claim  for  compensation  during  five  years  or 
any  more  extended  period.  The  longer  the 
policyholder  avoids  accident  the  greater,  of 
course,  are  the  benefits  that  he  will  receive; 
and  that  these  are  not  inconsiderable  is 
evidenced  by  the  handsome  bonuses  now 
announced. 

Those  who  took  out  policies  in  the  temper- 
ance section  of  a  British  office  in  1881,  and  who 
have  made  no  claim  since,  have  been  found  to 
be  entitled  toa  tontinebonusof  Ki.laper  cent, 
on    their  current    year's  premiums.     In    all, 
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therefore,  their  payments  will  be  i-educed  to 
the  extent  of  36.15  per  cent,  thus  made  up: — 
ordinary  bonus,  12}4  per  cent. ;  temperance 
bonus,  7}.j  per  cent. ;  and  tontine  bonus,  IB.  15 
per  cent.  In  the  general  section  the  last-men- 
tioned bonus  is  the  same,  while  the  total  re- 
duction off  current  premiums  amounts  to  28.(15 
per  cent.  Policies  issued  in  more  recent  years 
— from  1882  to  1894  inclusive— will  naturally 
receive  somewhat  smaller  benefits,  increasing 
in  amount  according  to  the  duration  of  the 
contract  or  the  length  of  time  since  a  claim 
was  made.  A  year  ago  the  aggregate  bonuses 
declared  on  the  oldest  policies  were  31.25  per 
cent,  in  the  temperance  section  and  23.75  per 
cent,  in  the  general  section,  and  these  were 
considered  exceedingly  handsome.  Or,  to  put 
the  matter  in  another  way,  the  tontine  bonus 
has  been  increased  by  4.90  per  cent. — from 
11.25  to  lfi.15  per  cent.— The  Insurance 
Observer,  London. 


Assessment  Accident  Association  Saed. 

Issola  Rorrick,  of  Riverside,  Cal.,  hied 
papers  in  a  suit  against  the  Railway  Officials' 
and  Employes'  Accident  Association  to  collect 
a  $5,000  policy  held  in  the  company  by  her  late 
husband.  The  deceased  was  a  well  known 
passenger  conductor  on  the  San  Jaciutobranch 
of  the  Southern  California  railway  company, 
and  during  the  latter  part  of  March  of  the 
present  year  he  met  with  an  accident  which 
is  alleged  to  have  caused  his  death.  He  had 
an  accident  policy  for  the  sum  above  men- 
tioned and  the  plaintiff  alleges  that  though 
she  has  made  the  necessai-y  proof  the  company 
refuses  to  pay  her.  She  asks  for  the  princi- 
pal and  for  7  per  cent,  interest  from  March  26. 
It  is  said  the  defendant  company  will  set  up 
in  its  answer  that  Rorrick' s  death  was  not 
due  to  injuries  received  in  the  accident,  but 
to  natural  causes.  The  case  promises  to  be 
bitterly  fought  on  both  sides. 


Casualty  Notes. 

Plate-glass  companies  are  thinking  hard  over 
the  causes  of  increased  losses. 

A  PECULIAR  accident  ended  the  life  of  a  man  in 
California.  While  asleep  in  a  wagon  a  wina-storm 
overturned  the  vehicle,  which  fell  upon  him  and 
held  his  head  in  a  pool  of  water  scarce  ihreeinches 
deep.  He  was  literally  drowned  In  three  inches  of 
water. 

The  "maximum  benefit"  policy,  originated  in 
England,  pays  no  indemnity  for  the  first  two  weeks 
of  disability.  The  insurance,  however,  is  increased 
50  per  cent,  in  the  principal  sums.  We  do  not 
believe  the  new  policy  will  prove  popular  in  this 
country. 


Above  Pah.— U.  S.  Fidelity  and  Guaranty  and 
Fidelity  and  Deposit,  both  I3altimorean. 

A  NEW  accident  policy  agrees  to  pay  physician's 
bill  up  to  $25  in  cases  whore  the  injury  is  not  dis- 
abling. 

A  YOUNG  man  in  Washington,  while  hunting, 
saw  a  snake  beneath  a  log.  He  struck  at  the  rep- 
tile with  the  butt  of  his  gun;  the  hammer  grazed 
the  log  and  the  gun  was  discharged  into  the  breast 
of  the  unfortunate  hunter,  killing  him  instantly. 
Men  who  go  forth  to  kill  should  have  an  accident 
policy. 

The  Union  Casualty  &  Surety  Co.  lost  its 
case  before  Judge  Lindsay  at  Butte,  Mon.  The 
policies  on  plate  glass  were  canceled  two  weeks 
after  written,  but  the  judge  rules  that  the  cancella- 
tion was  illegal.  The  accident  occurred  twenty 
days  after  the  policies  were  canceled.  The  amount 
involved  is  small. 

A  Board  of  Trade  return  shows  that  14  persons 
were  killed  and  256  injured  In  accidents  to  railway 
trains  in  the  United  Kingdom  during  the  first  quar- 
ter of  the  present  year.  Of  the  former  eight  were 
passengers  and  six  railway  servants,  while  of  the 
injured  194  were  passengers.  The  total  number  of 
persons  killed  In  accidents  of  all  kinds  connected 
with  railways  during  the  period  under  review  was 
314,  an  increase  of  45  over  the  previous  year;  and 
the  number  injured  was  1,915,  an  increase  of  279. 

Thanksgiving  Day  in  San  Francisco  was  sadly 
distinguished  by  a  frightful  accident  which  resulted 
in  the  death  of  twenty-two  men  and  boys  and  the 
serious  injury  of  eighty  others.  They  were  seated 
on  the  roof  of  a  glass  works  building,  watching  the 
the  inter-collegiate  foot-ball  match.  The  roof  gave 
way  and  over  a  hundred  spectators  fell  to  the  floor, 
a  distance  of  nearly  fifty  feet.  Some  fell  on  the 
molten  glass  ovens  and  were  frightfully  burned. 
Eight  men  and  boys  were  killed  outright,  and  four- 
teen more  died  later.  It  is  not  probable  that  any  of 
the  victims  of  this  tragic  accident  had  any  insur- 
ance. The  glass  company  was  exonerated  from  all 
blame. 

More  candidates  for  burglary  insurance.  The 
latest  is  the  Royal  Exchange,  who  have  issued  a 
circular  intimating  "that  the  directors  of  this  cor- 
poration have  decided,  in  response  to  numerous 
applications  from  old  and  valuable  clients,  to  grant 
policies  insuring  against  loss  by  theft  or  robbery  of 
private  property.  The  fact  that  there  are  over 
70,000  professional  thieves  known  to  the  police  in 
England  alone  is  suftlcient  evidence  of  the  necessity 
for  insurance  against  loss  or  damage  by  burglary 
and  housebreaking.  The  policies  of  the  corporation 
do  not  contain  the  average  clause,  nor  is  any  limit 
fixed  as  to  the  minimum  loss  on  which  a  claim  can 
be  made.'^  It  is  added  that  a  unique  feature  in  the 
corporation's  policies  is  that,  in  conjunction  with 
them,  any  sum  from  ±'100  to  £2,000  may  be  insured 
in  the  event  of  death  caused  by  personal  injuries 
inflicted  by  burglars  or  housebreakers,  for  an  extra 
premium  at  the  rate  of  6d.  per  JtllOO.— Insurance 
Journal. 
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New^  General  Combination  Accident  Policy  of 
the  Union  Casualty  &  Surety  Co. 

A  general  accident  policy,  covering 
travel  accidents,  elevator  accidents,  burn- 
ing buildings,  optional  benefits,  perma- 
nent disability,  temporary  disability,  and 
partial  disability,  has  just  been  issued  by 
the  Union  Casualty  &  Surety  Co.  of  St. 
Louis. 

The  new  contract  has  very  liberal 
features,  which  are  without  extra  charge. 
Soliciting  agents  are  already  reporting 
the  new  policy  a  favorite  and  a  ready 
seller. 

The  new  policy  guarantees — in  case  of 
fatal  or  disabling  accidents  in  general — 

|.5,000  in  case  of  death,  loss  of  sight  of  both 
eyes,  both  feet  or  both  hands,  loss  of  one 
hand  and  one  foot;  or  loss  of  one  eye  and  one 
hand  or  one  foot. 

$2,500  for  loss  of  right  hand  or  either  foot. 

$1,006  for  loss  of  left  hand. 

$1,000  for  loss  of  sight  of  one  eye. 

$3,000  limits  of  weekly  indemnity. 

$3,000  permanent  total  disability. 

$025  permanent  total  deafness. 

Forty  per  cent,  additional  in  each  case 
will  be  paid  if  such  injuries  are  incurred 
while  riding  as  a  passenger  in  any  steam, 
cable,  electric,  compressed  air  or  gasoline 
passenger  conveyance.  This  covers  the 
new  automobile  hazard.  The  forty  per 
cent,  additional  is  also  paid  if  the  acci- 
dent occurs  while  in  a  burning  building, 
or  while  riding  in  a  passenger  elevator. 

Double  the  sum  in  each  case  will  be 
paid  if  the  injuries  are  incurred  in  the 
wreclcing  or  disablement  of  any  steam, 
electric  or  cable  passenger  conveyance 
while  riding  as  a  passenger  therein. 

The  new  policy  pays  104  weeks'  total 
disability  and  26  weeks'  partial  disability. 
There  are  no  excei^tions  in  case  of  injury 
by  burglars  or  highway  robberies.  The 
cost  is  only  $20  a  year  to  professional  and 
business  men,  including  commercial  trav- 
elers. 

W.  Loaiza&Co.,  218  Sansome  street, 
San  Francisco,  are  the  general  agents  for 
the  Pacific   Coast.     The   Union  Casualty 


is  a  well    established  company,   and  has 
])aid  over  $2,500,000  claims. 


Fraternal  Brotherhood  of  Los  Angeles. 

We  are  infoi-med  that  this  order  is  not 
well  known  at  home  where  it  should  be 
best  known.  For  some  reason  best  known 
to  themselves,  the  managers  are  not 
pushing  for  business  in  Los  Angeles  as 
they  are  at  other  points. 

The  Fraternal  Brotherhood  is  young, 
poor  and  inexperienced.  It  promises  a 
great  deal — disability,  old  age  and  death 
benefits.  The  rates  seem  high.  "From 
age  17  to  24  for  $1,000  costs  60c  per  month 
the  insured  receives  $20  per  month."  In 
a  regular  legal  reserve  company,  regard- 
less of  age,  the  insured  would  pay,  if  a 
preferred  risk,  only  about  50c  per  month. 

Can  it  be  possible  that  any  sensible, 
well  informed  man  joins  the  Fratol-nal 
Brotherhood? 


Notice  of  Lapse  Served  Too  Soon. 

Judge  Kavanaugh  of  the  superior  court 
at  Chicago  has  rendered  a  decision  in  the 
case  of  Bondy  vs.  Western  Mutual  Life 
Insurance  Company  (of  Chicago)  that  may 
be  of  considerable  interest  to  insurance 
men.  The  action  was  brought  on  a  policy 
issued  by  the  defendant  company  on  the 
life  of  the  plaintiff's  husband.  The  com- 
pany claimed  that  the  policy  had  lapsed 
June  29,  1898,  thirteen  months  prior  to 
the  death  of  the  insured.  It  was  admitted 
by  the  plaintiff  that  no  premiums  had 
been  paid  after  that  date.  The  evidence, 
however,  showed  that  on  June  19,  1898, 
seven  days  prior  to  the  time  when  the 
company  could  claim  a  forfeiture  for  the 
non-payment  of  premium,  it  had  notified 
deceased  that  it  had  lapsed  his  policy. 
Attorney  for  the  plaintiff,  F.  A.  Brown, 
took  the  position  that  after  the  insui-ed 
had  been  notified  that  the  company  had 
lapsed  his  policy,  it  was  no  longer  incum- 
bent upon  him  to  pay  or  tender  the  prem- 
iums. This  position  was  accepted  by  the 
court,  and  a  judgment  rendered  in  favor 
of  Mrs.  Bondy  for  the  full  amount  of  the 
policy,  less  the  amount  due  the  company 
for  premiums. 
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Favors  Expansion. 
Manager  Wa^'inan  of  the  Geo.  W. 
McNear  general  agency  favors  expansion. 
Growing  business  has  forced  him  to  iind  less 
cramped  quarters.  He  and  hiscoinpanies 
now  have  large,  fine  and  well  lighted 
offices  at  420  California  street,  formerly 
occupied  by  the  late  Wm.  J.  Callingham 
and  his  companies.  Manager  Wayman 
has  newly  fitted  up  the  private  office  in 
the  rear  of  the  city  and  country  depai't- 
monts. 

Next! 

Last  month  we  announced  the  failure 
of  the  Home  Forum  fraternal  assessment 
life  insurance  association. 

This  month  we  announce  the  failure  of 
another — the  Order  of  Chosen  Friends  of 
Indiana.  Schemers  are  trying  to  con- 
struct out  of  the  ruins  a  new  humbug  to 
be  called  the  Standard  Fraternal,  to  run 
its  rapid  race  down  the  hill  of  failure. 

What  fraternal  assessment  society  will 
next  fail? 

Members  of  these  fraternal  beneficiary 
societies  should  insure  in  sound  compa- 
nies while  they  are  still  insurable. 


his  resignation  was  tendered    nearly   six 
months  ago.     He  is  a  wealthy  man. 

Spear  &  Lovejoy,  the  assistant  general 
agents,  will  succeed  General  Agent  Magill. 


General   Agent  H.  M.    Magill  of   Cincinnati 
Resigns. 

The  general  agent  of  the  Western  and 
Southern  departments  of  the  Phoenix  of 
Hartford  at  Cincinnati,  the  veteran  H. 
M.  Magill,  has  resigned  and  will  with- 
draw from  business  on  February  1.  Ho 
is  a  brother  of  the  late  Capt.  Arthur 
E.  Magill  of  San  Francisco,  and  of  R.  H. 
Magill  of  Oakland.  Mathevv  Magill,  the 
father  of  these  gentlemen,  was  also  a  fire 
underwriter,  and  likewise  a  genei'al  agent 
of  the  old  Phoenix. 

H.  M.  Magill  has  been  a  general  agent 
of  the  Phoenix  at  Cincinnati  for  about 
forty  years,  and  has  developed  the  busi- 
ness of  the  company  in  the  West  and 
South  from  modest  beginnings  to  its  pres- 
ent handsome  proportions.  He  has  al- 
ways been  an  aggressive  and  inlluential 
factor  in  Western  underwriting. 

General  Agent  Magill  has  long  contem- 
plated this  retirement  from  business,  and 


The  Thuringia  Will  Enter  New  York. 

The  Thuringia  Insui-anco  Company  of 
Germany,  of  which  Voss,  Conrad  &  Co. 
are  the  Pacific  Coast  managers,  will  enter 
New  York  and  will  deposit  $300,000  with 
trustees,  in  addition  to  its  present  deposit 
of  $200,000  with  the  authorities  of  Massa- 
chusetts. United  States  Manager  Voss 
arranged  for  the  additional  deposit  and 
extension  of  the  company 's  business  in  this 
country  during  his  recent  visit  to  the 
home  office.  The  Thuringia  now  does 
business  in  about  twenty-seven  American 
states.  

False  Fire  Office  Rumors. 

Many  false  rumors  have  been  in  circu- 
lation on  the  streets  of  San  Francisco 
during  the  past  few  days.  They  have 
been  the  source  of  no  little  annoyance  to 
those  most  interested.  Inquiries  by  a 
representative  of  the  Coast  Review  have 
resulted  in  convincing  evidence  of  the 
utter  lack  of  any  basis  of  fact  for  these 
rumors.  In  one  instance  the  rumor  of  a 
reinsurance  was  so  peristent  that  the 
management  wired  the  home  office  for  a 
refutation.  We  saw  the  reply:  "Rumor 
absolutely  groundless." 

It  is  a  time  for  news,  at  the  close  of  the 
year,  and  many  more  baseless  rumors  are 
likely  to  spring  up  mushroom-like. 


"Insurance  is  Not  Commerce.** 

The  decision  of  the  United  States 
supreme  court  in  the  case  of  Paul  v.  Vir- 
ginia has  always  been  a  barrier  in  the 
path  leading  to  federal  supervision.  We 
have  always  believed  that  it  is  not  an  in- 
surmountable barrier,  and  we  find  this 
view  sustained  by  a  letter  written  by  John 
W.  Walsh  for  the  Baltimore  Underwriter 
of  December  5.  Mr.  Walsh  concludes  as 
follows: 

"However  strongly  entrenched  in  our  con- 
stitutional law  some  may  believe  the  decis- 
ions, that  insurance  is  not  commerce,   to  be, 
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uone  caa  justly  say,  with  reference  to  con- 
gress, that  they  are  more  than  an  admonition 
to  that  body  to  be  the  moi-e  cautious,  when,  if 
ever,  in  theperfoi-mance  of  its  constitutional 
duty,  it  shall  be  moved  by  considerations  of 
public  policy  or  necessary  to  deliberate  upon 
and  enact  some  measure  of  insurance  regula- 
tion. If  this  shall  happen,  and  such  legisla- 
tion shall  be  drawn  into  question  before  the 
supreme  court,  it  will  suffer  no  disadvantage 
there  by  reason  of  the  decisions  of  that  body." 

Legislatures  Meet  in  the  Pacific  West. 

The  duly  elected  representatives  of  the 
people  of  the  states  and  territories  of  the 
Pacific  West  will  meet  at  the  vai-ious  capi- 
tals next  month  as  follows: 

Arizona January  16,  60  days. 

California January    7,  60  days. 

Colorado January    2,  90  days. 

Idaho January    7,  60  days. 

Montana January    7.  60  days. 

Nevada January  31,  50  days. 

New  Mexico     .   .   .  January  21,  60  days. 

Oregon January  14,  40  days. 

Utah January  14,  60  days. 

Washington  ....  January  14,  90  days. 

Wyoming January    8,  40  days. 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  some  of  the 
legislators  will  introduce  insurance  bills, 
and  it  is  equally  probable  that  some  of  the 
proposed  legislation  will  be  objectionable 
from  both  the  companies'  and  the  policy- 
holders' point  of  view.  Legislators  are 
erring  mortals  like  the  rest  of  us,  and 
they  may  conscientiously  reflect  the  erro- 
neous views  of  some  of  their  constituents. 

Vigilance  as  well  as  activity  is  required 
on  the  part  of  the  committeemen  who 
represent  insurance  interests.  We  know 
these  gentlemen  to  be  experienced  and 
alert  in  legislative  matters,  and  well 
qualified,  by  a  proper  presentation  of 
facts,  to  "bury"  or  "kill"  objectionable 
insurance  bills. 

Foreign  Notes. 
Old-age  rules  notwithstanding,  Robert 
Lewis  will  retain  the  control  of  the  business 
of  the  Alliance  Assurance  Company.  For 
thirty-four  years  Mr.  Lewis  has  conducted 
the  affairs  of  the  company  with  remarkable 
success,  and  at  sixty-five  years  of  age  he  is 
still  so  obviously  the  right  man  in  the  right 
place  that  the  rule  requiring  all  officials  of  the 
company  to  be  pensioned  at  that  age  will  not. 


in  this  instance,  take  effect.  Mr.  Lewis  will 
in  future  be  called  general  manager  instead 
of  chief  secretary,  arid  the  company  will  con- 
tinue to  have  the  full  benefit  of  his  services. 
The  directors,  it  is  understood,  invited  Mr. 
Lewis  to  join  the  board  as  managing  direc- 
tor, but  he  preferred  the  arrangement  which 
has  been  announced.  It  is  understood,  also, 
that  an  assistant  manager  and  an  assistant 
secretary  to  the  company  will  shortly  be  ap- 
pointed.— Insurance  Observer. 

At  a  meeting  of  an  Australasian  life  office 
the  obiectors  were  in  the  majority  as  to  num- 
bers present,  but  in  the  minority  as  to  proxies. 
One  of  the  leading  objectors  mounted  a  chair 
and  invited  all  present  to  "roll  up"  to  an  in- 
dignation meeting  which  he  would  call. 

Under  the  by-laws  of  the  Australian  Mut- 
ual Provident  a  visitor  from  Great  Britain 
may  insure  in  thecompanj'  for  a  small  amount 
and  may  return  home  and  increase  the  amount 
to  *50,000;  but  he  can  not  insure  for  any 
amount  in  the  Australian  company  in  Great 
Britain.  A  partnership  policy  can  not  be 
written  on  one  partner  in  Australia  and  on  the 
other  who  lives  abroad. 

The  Credit  Lyonnais  (Paris)  has  never 
been  visited  by  fire  in  its  offices,  yet  main- 
tains a  fire  department  of  twenty  men  and 
the  most  perfect  devices  for  suppressing  an 
incipient  blaze,  including  a  goodly  sized  lake 
on  the  roof  of  its  building  which  will  on  short 
notice  flood  the  four  subterranean  floors,  pro- 
tection at  once  against  fire  and  thieves.  Yet 
■  these  devices  were  not  even  in  use  during  the 
Franco-Prussian  war,  when  business  went 
serenely  on  without  a  day's  interruption. — 
Chicago  Banker. 


The  Press. 

The  Weekly  Underwriter  has  suffered  the  loss  of 
a  member  of  its  editorial  staff,  John  Warren  Mack, 
writer  and  statistician. 

It  appears  that  Underwood  of  the  Vindicator  has 
been  stealing  his  valued  policy  statistics  from 
Harford's  excellent  pamphlet,  published  by  the 
Rough  Notes  Co.  a  year  ago. 

"Agate"  will  hereafter  present  various  har- 
monious tints  in  Insurance  Topics.  Ackerman  is  a 
type  of  his  own,  and  is  always  entertaining.  He 
reflects  much  of  his  own  brightness  on  the  duller 
quartz  of  insurance  topics. 

It  appears  that  a  story  reprinted  by  this  journal 
from  an  English  contemporary  had  previously 
appeared  in  a  local  journal  of  which  we  are  not  a 
constant  reader.  The  story  referred  to  now  has 
what  it  never  before  had— to-wit:  readers. 
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San  Francisco  Companies  Have  Made  Satisfac- 
tory Progress. 

The  year  has  some  little  time  to  run  yet, 
but  the  remaining  days  are  not  likely  to  ma- 
terially affect  the  figures  for  the  entire  year 
of  our  California  companies.  A  representative 
of  the  Coast  Review  interviewed  the  officers 
of  our  local  companies,  and  found  that  in  every 
case  very  satisfactory  progress  has  been  made 
since  January  last.  The  annual  statements, 
so  soon  to  be  made  up,  will  show,  according  to 
present  prospects,  not  only  substantial  gains 
in  resources  and  business,  but  also  very  favor- 
able balances  on  the  year's  transactions.  The 
usual  dividends  have  been  paid  stockholders. 

The  Pacific  Mutual  Life  Insukance  Com- 
pany will  show  assets  in  excess  of  $4,100,000, 
which  is  a  gain  of  about  $400,000.  There  has 
been  a  considerable  increase  in  new  life  busi- 
ness and  in  the  amount  in  force.  In  the  acci- 
dent department  there  has  been  a  large  gain 
in  premium  receipts.  The  industrial  depart- 
ment is  doing  well. 

The  Fiueman's  Fund  Insurance  Company's 
annual  figures  will  show  an  increase  of  assets 
and  net  surplus,  according  to  the  present  out- 
look. The  Coast  department  will  report  a 
comfortable  increase  of  premiums ;  the  Cen- 
tral department  at  Chicago,  under  Marshall 
&  McElhone,  has  made  a  large  increase  of 
business,  and  the  Eastern  department  at  Bos- 
ton, under  Manager  Kellogg,  has  more  than 
held  its  own. 

The  Home  Mutual— the  Home  Fire  and 
Marine  Ins.  Co.  of  California  that  is  to  be— 
will  for  the  first  time  in  its  history  show  the 
possession  of  more  than  a  million  assets  on 
January  1.  It  will  also  show  an  increase  of 
$100,000  in  premium  income,  and  will  have 
about  the  usual  handsome  net  surplus.  Secre- 
tary Ives  and  his  worthy  assistants  are  to  be 
congi-atulated.  Next  year,  with  the  new  and 
proper  name,  there  will  be,  as  we  predict,  a 
greater  increase  of  business  and  resources. 

The  Pacific  Surety  Company  will  show 
a  gain  of  about  $30,000  in  net  a.ssets.  The 
total  premium  income  will  amount  to  about 
$54,000,  which  is  a  gain  of  some  60  per  cent. 
The  gross  income  will  be  about  $73,000.  The 
pi-esent  net  surplus  figures  indicate  an  ad- 
vance from  $37,000  to  about  $45,000  after  pay- 
ing the  usual  dividends.  The  gains  made  are 
noteworthy.  

An  electric  car  on  a  Chicago  elevated  road 
caught  fire  in  the  midst  of  a  blinding  and 
deafening  thunder  storm  at  night.     The  fire 


department  rescued  the  passengers,  with  lad- 
ders. Later,  the  sleet  deprived  the  third 
rail  of  its  electric  current  and  the  whole  sys- 
tem was  tied  up. 


Sub-Standard  Lives. 
C.  B.  Soule,  manager  of  the  Chicago  office  of 
the  Security  Trust  &  Life,  combating  the  idea 
that  the  bulk  of  its  business  is  on  sub-stand- 
ard lives,  says  the  proportion  is  45  per  cent, 
sub-standard  to  55  per  cent,  selected  lives. 
He  says,  however,  that  90  per  cent,  of  the  se- 
lected lives  have  been  sent  to  his  office  as  sub- 
standard risks,  owing  to  the  application  of 
technical  rules  by  the  medical  examiners  of 
other  companies.  Usually  two  deaths  from 
consumption  in  the  family  or  the  presence  of 
albumen  will  force  the  rejection  of  a  risk. 
But  Mr.  Soule  claims  that  in  a  great  many 
cases  these  do  not  in  any  appreciable  degree' 
affect  the  expectation  of  life  of  the  subject. 
He  is  preparing  an  analysis  of  his  experience 
with  this  class  of  business  for  the  past  five 
years  which  he  thinks  will  overtuim  some  of 
the  theories  of  the  medical  examiners. 


Fires. -Santa  Ro.'^a,  Cal.,  Dec.  3,  S.  B.  Clay- 
pool's  tailor  shop.— Clifton,  A.  T.,  Nov.  £6, 
fire  at  Lone  Star  mining  camp;  principal 
building,  built  of  dressed  redwood,  destroyed 
by  fire.— Fresno,  Cal.,  Nov.  34,  attempts  to 
burn  Columbia  schoolhouse,  by  boys.— Red- 
lands,  Cal.,  Dec.  4,  S.  D.  Cooper's  furniture 
store  almost  completely  destroyed  by  fire; 
supposed  to  have  been  started  by  a  gasoline 
stove.— San  Bernardino,  Cal.,  Dec.  4.  The 
Canaigre  Co's  office  building  at  Rialto  was 
burned  this  morning.  Fire  said  to  have  been 
of  incendiary  origin.— San  Diego,  Dec.  9, 
People's  Store  (J.  Epstein,  proprietor)  com- 
pletely gutted. 

Lewiston,  Idaho.— Manager  Olney  of  the 
Board  is  quoted  by  a  Tribune  reporter  as 
saying  that  while  the  water  supply  of  Lewis- 
ton  is  good,  the  fire  companies  are  no  longer  in 
existence,  and  the  hose  is  bad.  If  the  city 
dads  do  not  immediately  improve  the  fire  pro- 
tection, Lewiston  will  be  reduced  to  the  fourth 
cla.ss,  and  r.ates  will  be  increased  accordingly. 


New  York  city  has  $584  insurance  assets 
per  capita  of  population.  Hartford  has  over 
$3,500.     Chicago  has  none  worth  speaking  of. 


The  London  Observer  chronicles  a  million 
and  a  quarter  loss  by  "forest  fires  in  Santa 
Rosa,  Cal." 
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New  General    Agency  Firm   of    Christensen, 
Edwards  &  Goodwin. 

Maj.  Charles  Christensen,  L.  B.  Ed- 
wards and  B.  Goodwin  have  formed  a  co- 
partnership under  the  firm  name  of 
Christensen,  Edwards  &  Goodwin,  and 
have  been  appointed  general  agents  of 
the  American  Insurance  Company  of  New- 
ark, N.  J.  Secretary  Hoadley,  who  is  in 
the  city,  made  the  appointment.  The 
gentlemen  comprising  the  new  general 
agency  are  well  and  favorably  known. 
They  make  a  strong  team,  and  will  cer- 
tainly be  able  to  produce  handsome  re- 
sults. 

Maj.  Christensen,  who  is  still  manager  of 
the  Pacific  department  of  the  American 
Central,  St.  Paul  and  Lloyds  Plate  Glass, 
is  an  old  and  successful  underwriter.  He 
has  been  connected  with  the  American 
Central  since  1872,  a  period  of  twenty- 
eight  years.  Several  years  ago  he  re- 
signed the  vice-presidency  and  secretary- 
ship of  the  company,  in  order  to  come  to 
California  at  an  opportune  time  and  take 
the  management  of  the  Pacific  depart- 
ment. 

L.  B.  Edwards  has  been  engaged  in  in- 
surance work  on  this  Coast  for  about  thirty 
years,  as  local  agent,  field  man  and  man- 
ager. He  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  the 
entire  Pacific  West  territory,  and  has  a 
large  circle  of  acquaintances.  Mr.  Ed- 
wards has  a  good  reputation  as  a  business 
getter. 

B.  Goodwin,  assistant  manager  under 
Maj.  Christensen,  is  a  popular  and  suc- 
cessful field  man,  with  experience  in 
office,  field  and  local  agency  work.  He 
was  formerly  local  agent  at  Seattle,  and 
is  especially  strong  in  the  Northwestern 
field. 

The  combination  of  these  three  well 
known  and  popular  underwriters  war- 
rants the  prediction  of  a  notable  total  of 
premiums  in  the  near  future. 


Tiiic  Alameda  (Ciil.)  trustees  are  wondering 
whether  it  is  their  business  or  that  of  the 
water  company  to  look  after  the  hydrants. 
At  the  recent  tire  a  hydrant  was  found  to  be 
out  of  order,  and  the  consequent  delay  re- 
sulted in  an  increased  fire  loss. 


The  Palatine   Placed  with  Manager  MuIIins. 

The  business  of  the  Palatine  Insurance 
Company  of  England  on'the  Pacific  Coast 
will  be  placed  in  charge  of  Manager  C.  P. 
Mullins,  on  January  1.  This  step  has 
been  anticipated,  of  course,  ever  since 
the  Commex'cial  Union  purchased  the 
Palatine  several  months  ago.  Operating 
in  conjunction  with  the  Commercial 
Union  and  Alliance,  in  this  field,  and  un- 
der the  same  management,  a  considera- 
ble saving  of  expenses  will  be  effected. 

The  Palatine  will  be  continued  as  a 
separate  company  with  its  independent 
staff  of  agents.  All  the  Palatine's 
special  agents  will  be  retained.  The 
company  will  hereafter  have  the  ad- 
ditional security  of  the  Commercial 
Union's  great  resources,  and  will  operate 
on  the  same  liberal  lines. 

Ex-Manager  Laton  will  continue  to  be 
interested  in  the  business  and  success  of 
the  Palatine,  and  arrangements  have  been 
made  whereby  the  business  of  the  com- 
pany in  this  field  will  have  the  benefit  of 
his  counsel  and  co-operation. 


TuE  Ins.  Co.  of  the  State  of  Penn  has  rein- 
sured a  part  of  its  business  with  the  Ins.  Co. 
of  North  America.  There  will  be  no  change 
in  the  management.  The  reinsurance  reserve 
will  be  decreased  and  the  net  surplus  will  be 
about  the  same  as  a  year  ago.  The  Insurance 
Company  of  North  America  has  secured  con- 
trol of  the  stock  of  the  Insurance  Company  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and  will  guarantee 
its  policies  hereafter. 

We  guess  we'll  have  to  keep  issuing  these 
extrasfor  theaccommodation  of  a  San  Francisco 
weekly  and  other  contemporaries.  Of  seven- 
teen insurance  items  in  the  issue  of  Decem- 
ber 8,  twelve  had  previously  appeared  in  the 
Coast  Reiew  or  its  extras,  and  three  were 
taken  from  Eastern  journals. 

Bkoker  Loses. — The  suit  of  Tanenbaum 
against  the  New  York  Fire  Ins.  Exchange  re- 
sulted in  a  victory  for  the  exchange  and  its 
new  rule  regarding  brokers.  The  court  re- 
fused to  enjoin  it. 

The  Eastern  of  New  York,  which  has  been 
doing  business  in  Utah  and  the  Northwest, 
will  be  absorbed  by  the  Northern  Ins.  Co.  of 
New  York. 
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November    Fires. 

These  fire  loss  reports   were  originated  by 
the  Coast  Review  in  1880. 


LOSSES    BY    COMPANIES. 


Aachen  &  Munich 

^tna 

Agricultural 

Alliance 

American,  N.  J 

American,  N.  Y.      .  .  . 

American,  Pa.  ... 

American,  Boston 

American  Central 

Atlas 

Baloise 

Boston .... 

British  America  . 

Caledonian 

Caledonian  American 

Commercial  Union  .    . 

Connecticut 

Delaware    ...  

Fire  Association  . 
Fireman's  Fund  .       . 

Franklin     . 

German  Alliance 
German-American  .... 

Girard 

Glens  Falls    , 

Greenwich         .    .        

Hamburg-Bremen 

Hamburg-Underwriters  . 

Hanover 

Hartford 

Helvetia 

Home,  N.  Y 

Home  Mutual   . 

Insurance  Compauj'  of  North  America 

Imperial 

Kings  County  ...  

JLiancashire 

Law  Union  &  Crown      

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  .    . 

Lion 

London  &  Lancashire  ... 

London     

Magdeburg    ... 

Manchester   . 

Manhattan 

Mercantile    .....; 

Merchants  .       

Milwaukee  Mechanics  ... 

National,  Hartford    .    . 

Netherlands 

New  Zealand 

New  York  Underwriters  ... 

Niagara  .   .    

Northern     

North  German 

North  German,  N.  Y 

North  British  &  Mercantile  . 

Northwestern  National  .    . 

Norwich  Union 

Orient 

Palatine 

Pelican 

Pennsylvania 

Phenix,  Brooklyn 

Philadelphia  Underwriters  . 

Phoenix,  Hartford 

Phoenix,  London     ...  .       . 

Providence-Washington  .   .    . 

Prussian  National 


f  3,672 

10,587 

79~ 

3,854 

1,053 

1,038 

1,476 

6 

3,759 

3,187 

53 

191 

4,571 

3,989 

356 

4,291 

4,406 

9 

10,543 

11,977 

3.675 

1,379 

4,677 

204 

1,925 

3,413 

2,609 

1,303 

3,738 

3,773 


10,334 

1,259 
6,755 
4,173 


1,337 
1,738 
4,735 
1,635 
4,392 
1,783 
2,467 
2,358 


2  221 
1^666 
8,411 
138 
1,111 


1,838 

'5,879 

410 

4,779 

1,996 

3,661 

1,037 

8,430 

220 

1,549 

6,683 

7,935 

46 


Queen 

Royal  Exchange 

Royal 

Scottish  Union  &,  National 

Springfield 

Sun,  London  ... 

State    

St.  Paul 

Svea      ...  .    . 

Teutonia 

Traders   ....  . 

Transatlantic 

Thuringia- American 
Thuringia  .... 
Union,  London  . 

Union,  Pa 

United  States  ... 

V^ictoria 

Westchester     ... 

Western 

Williamsburg  City     .    . 

Total 


.      3,345 

3,239 

10,103 

t),S95 

5,688 

.      3,895 

123 

1,778 

4,522 

152 

55 

2,106 

1,461 

7,470 

1,153 

1,070 

373 

.  *3,"651 
.  3,804 
.      1,159 

$263,606 
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30 


WASHINGTON. 

Belfast,  Hour  mill : 

British  America    .    .  $1,000 

Chehalis,  fr  dwg  and  cents: 

Svea *500 

,  Chehalis,  fr  bldg  and  fui m  : 
German-American 1515 

.  Chehalis,  dwg  and  conts : 
London  &  Lancashire $1,000 

.  Kittitas  CO.,  barn: 
Fire  Association $1,000 

.  La  Connor,  mill,  machy  and  lumber: 

Fireman's  Fund    .    .    ." $1,000 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe 500 

Home 1,000 

La  Du,  dwg  and  conts: 

Lion «500 

.  Lewis  CO.,  dwg: 
Fireman's  Fund $1,000 

.  New  Whatcom,  dwg  and  conts : 

Imperial $1,383 

American  Central .    1,800 

.  Palouse,  flour  mill : 

British  America    ...       $3,856 

Franklin 750 

.  Seattle,  bldg  and  mdse: 

Thuringia     .   .       $1,500 

Thuringia- American 500 

Manchester 500 

North  German 639 

Hamburg-Bremen 1,065 

Hamburg  Underwriters 153 

Mei'chants 500 

.  Tacoma,  lumber  mill  and  conts : 

Transatlantic $1,000 

Hamburg  Underwriters 1,150 

Palatine 500 

Atlas ^4 

Sun  .    .  3,32b 

Royal bOO 

Westchester 517 

Fire  Association 1,000 

Orient •      ''00 

Hanover l^OOO 

Total $10,567 


642 


The   Coast   Re\)ievi> 


.   .  Georgetown,  fr  bldg  and  conts: 

^tna $900 

11  .  Spokane,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe $935 

26  .  Skagit  co.,  fr  dry  kiln: 

Svea  .   , •   .   .   .  $555 

14  .  Sumner,  fr  dwg: 

^tna $500 . 

Losses  under  $500  . $15,852 

Total  Washington $48,860 

OREGON. 

7  .  Astoria,  fr  dwg  and  conts: 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe $1,000 

American,  Pa 700 

.6  .  Benton,  dwg: 

Hartford $546 

30  .  (Oct.)  Eugene,  engine  and  boiler: 

German  Alliance $555 

8  .  Pendleton,  dwg  and  conts: 

Springfield $900 

8  .  Portland,  fr  dwg  and  conts: 

Connecticut $1,300 

31  .  (Oct.)  Portland,  stk  mdse  in  fr  bldg: 

Pennsylvania $500 

22.  Portland,  church: 

Commercial  Union    .    .  $850 

Home 569 

15  .  Portland,  photo  gallery : 

Home $705 

26  .  Portland,  grocery  stk : 

Home     $722 

30  .  (Oct.  Portland,  furni  and  fixtures: 

Thuringia  $1,000 

.   .  Roseburg, 

Glens  Falls ;      |;750 

Franklin .    .   .   .    .    750 

21  .  Sumpter,  f r  store  and  Idg  house : 

German-American $500 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe !    !    .    500 

23  .  (Oct.)  Umatilla  co.,  dwg  and  conts: 

Thuringia HBfO 

Losses  under  $500 $  4,690 

Total  Oregon $17,187 

COLORADO. 

3  .  Durango,  fr  bldg  and  mdse : 

iive-d $1,200 

2  .  Golden,  fr  and  stone  paper  mill : 

National,  Hartford $2,462 

Fire  Association '    3'440 

Scottish  Union '945 

Western 500 

23  .  Leadville,  saloon  : 

North  British  $500 

Losses  under  $.500 $3,233 

Total  Colorado $12,280 

MONTANA. 

23  .  Anaconda,  hotel  and  conts : 

Imperial $589 

Fire  Association 728 

Caledonian 958 

26  .  Great  Falls,  dwg : 

Commercial  Union    ....  .   .   .$1,000 


23  .  Miles  City,  livery  stable: 

Westchester $    750 

Manchester 500 

American,  N.  Y 1,000 

2  .  Miles  City,  dwg  and  conts: 

Thuringia $1,000 

11  .  Missoula,  bldg  and  stk: 

Springfield $990 

15  .  Red  Lodge,  stk  mdse  : 

Thuringia $563 

10  .  Thompson  Falls,  fr  bldg  and  mdse : 

National,  Hartford $1,000 

Svea 1,000 

Losses  under  $500 $  6,915 

Total  Montana $16,993 

ARIZONA. 

15  .  Congress,  fr  saloon  bldg  and  conts : 

Norwich  Union $    555 

Orient 1,296 

Imperial 555 

6  .  Phcenix,  bldg  and  wall  paper  stk : 

Law  Union  &  Crown .  $    698 

Royal  Exchange 744 

Springfield 1,440 

13  .  Tucson,  br  bldg : 

Law  Union  &  Crown $1,000 

Losses  under  $500 $1,939 

Total  Arizona $8,227 

UTAH. 

.   .  Salt  Lake  City,  dwg  and  conts: 

Fireman's  Fund $1,100 

8  .  Sandy,  fr  store  and  conts: 

Alliance $630 

Pennsylvania 780 

Losses  under  $500 $2,284 

Total  Utah $4,794 

IDAHO. 

16  .  Caldwell,  dwg: 

London $600 

30  .  Sand  Point,  fr  saloon  : 

American,  Pa $500 

6  .  Weiser,  type  &  printing  presses  in  fr  bldg: 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe $600 

Losses  under  $500 $    774 

Total  Idaho $2,474 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 

15  .  Lake  Bennett,  steamer: 

Palatine $2,500 

7  .  Vernon,  fr  dwg  and  conts: 

Scottish  Union $1,003 

Losses  under  $500 .    .  $    330 

Total  British  Columbia     ....     $3,833 

NEVADA. 
Losses  under  $500 $290 

NEW  MEXICO. 
Losses  under  $500 $379  • 

WYOMING. 

Losses  under  $500 $  54 

HAWAII. 
Losses  under  $500 $163 

Total  Outside  Territory $115,434 
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PUTTING  YOUR  BUSINESS  IN 
SOME  COMPANIES  IS  LIKE 

Keeping  yoor  Moneu  and  ValuaDles  in  a 
rasieDoard  box  insiiead  ol  a  Modern  Sate 

WHEN  YOU  HAVE  BOTH  IN  YOUR  OFFICE. 

YOU  CANNOT  AFFORD  IN  THE  LONG  RUN  TO  GIVE  YOUR  CUSTOMERS  ANYTHING   BUT 
THE  BEST  INDEMNITY  OBTAINABLE,  AND  THAT  IS  A  CONTINENTAL  POLICY/ 


ASSETS  OVER 

TEN    MILLIONS    OF    DOLLARS 

$10,000,000 
RESERVE  FOR  UNEARNED  PREMIUMS  OVER 

FOUR  MILLIONS   OF  DOLLARS 

$4,000,000 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS  (including  Cash  Capital 
$1,000,000)  OVER 

FIVE  MILLIONS  OF  DOLLARS 

$5,000,000 


Our  Special  Agrents  pay  Pacific  Coast  Losses  by  sight  drafts  on  Crocker-Woolworth  Bank, 

San  Francisco. 


Continental 

fire  Insurance  Company  «f  new  vorx 

WESTERN  DEPARTMENT  (including  Pacific  Coast)   RIALTO -BL'DG,  CHICAGO,   ILL. 

GEO.  E.  KLINE,  General  Mdnager.  C.  R.  TUTTLE,  Assistant  General  Manager. 

PACinC  COAST  SPECIAL  AGENTS  : 

Camfobnia—  Washington,  Oregon  and  Idaho  - 

D.  W.  GRAVES,  P.  O.  Box  2536,  W.   A.  WILLTAMS,  P.  O.  Box  ,50 

San  Francisco.  Portldnd,  Ore. 


CUI.OHADO,  Wyoming,  Utah,  New  Mexico 
„    ,  „        ,  AND  Montana 

F.  P.  WILSON,  P.  O.  BOX  9^^6,^,^^  F.  H.  RHOADS,  P.  O.  Box  ,,3^, 

Denver.  Colo. 


Los  Angeles. 
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CALIFORNIA. 

6  .  Alameda,  fr  bldg  and  conts : 

Home *   000 

Ins.  Co.  North  America                    .    .  2,500 

New  Zealand T48 

Hamburg--Bremen  1,000 

German-American                      ....  2,000 

German  Alliance .    .  814 

North  British 500 

Royal  Exchange  500 

Pennsylvania 2,745 

Total $11,407 

12  .  Amadore  CO.,  fr  bldg,  hay  and  stable: 

Scottish  Union $1,943 

3  .  Amadore  co.,  dwg  and  furni: 

Hartford  Fire $800 

11  .  Bakersfield,frhotel,mdse&,  livery  stable  : 

North  British $    .500 

Greenwich    ...  1,000 

Home  .   . ,500 

Hanover .       500 

Aachen  &  Munich     . 500 

24  .  Black  Point,  dwg  and  furni: 

Fire  Association ...  $2,000 

20  .  Butte  CO.,  fr  bldg  and  mdse  : 

Pennsylvania     $1,000 

30  .  Downey,  fr  hotel  and  furni : 

^tna .  1913 

25  .  (Oct.)  Fall  Brook,  fr  dwg : 

Home      $2,000 

10  .  Fresno,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 

Fireman's  Fund $650 

Pennsylvania 800 

.   .  Fredalba,  lumber: 

Fireman's  Fund $2,000 

Roval 5,000 

Union 1,000 

^tna 3,750 

Total $11,750 

18  .  Haywards,  stk  gen'l  mdse  : 

Connecticut $1,133 

2  .  Jacksonville,  fr  bldg  and  mdse  : 

Phoenix,  London $2,001 

.    .  Kern,  fr  dwg  and  conts : 

^tna • 11,800 

12  .  Los  Angeles,  bldg  and  stk: 

Springfield $756 

13  .  Los  Angeles,  church  and  conts: 

National,  Hartford $550 

13  .  Los  Angeles,  fr  dwg,  conts  and  barn  : 

Pelican $    827 

Phoenix,  London     1,886 

22  .  Los  Angeles,  stk  furni  and  fixtures : 

Phoenix,  London $1,000 

3  .  Los  Angeles,  fr  dwg: 

Phoenix.  Hartford $1,500 

1  .  Los  Angeles,  dwg  and  conts  : 

Westchester $1,380 

.    .  Lotus,  dwg; 

Hartford  Fire f600 

17  .  Los  Banos,  creamery  : 

North  British $2,500 

Greenwich •    1)500 

.   .  Lassen  CO.,  dwg  and  sheds: 

Fireman's  Fund $500 


1  .  Monterey  co.,  hay: 

Hartford  Fire $574 

.  Madera  co.,  hay  stack  : 

Royal     *650 

25  .  National  City,  dwg: 

Ins.  Co.  North  America $2,000- 

30  .  (Oct.)  Napa  co.,  fr  barn  : 

Scottish  Union $800 

14  .  Nevada  City,  fr  dwg : 

Connecticut $500 

28  .  Oakland,  bldg  and  conts: 

Philadelphia  Underwriters $981 

17  .  Perkins  Station,  fr  distillery,  winery  and 

conts : 

Atlas 11,090 

Merchants 800 

Hanover 1,588 

Aachen  &  Munich 1,538 

4    Riverside,  dwg  and  conts: 

Alliance 12,350 

12  .  Near  Redlands,  lumber  stk : 

Phoenix,  London $1,000 

29  .  (Oct.)  San  Jose,  dried  fruit: 

National,  Hartford $1,008 

London   &  Lancashire  l'^2^ 

Aachen  &  Munich         .       672 

German-American ' .    .      672 

2  .  Near  San  Jose,  dried  prunes : 

St.  Paul $    500 

American  Central    ...  ...        500 

Phoenix,  London 500 

^tna 1,500 

1  .  Santa   Clara  co.,  hhld  furni,  barn,  conts, 
and  hay : 
Fireman's  Fund $2,025 

12  .  San  Bernardino,  lumber: 

Pennsylvania $1,500 

Norwich  Union 1,125 

Home  Mutual      500 

27  .  (Oct.)  San  Bernardino,  dwg  and  conts: 
Thuringia $500 

10  .  San  Diego,  Idg  house: 

National,   Hartford $1,000 

4  .  Santa  Barbara,  dwg : 

Ins.  Co.  North  America $1,331 

12  .  San  Rafael,  bldg : 

Magdeburg $''88 

18  Sacramento,  fr  winery  and  conts: 

■  Queen 11,270 

American,  N.  J 800 

Caledonian 800 

Fireman's  Fund 1,142 

Williamsburg  City 825 

Glenns  Falls 825 

Franklin 825 

24  .  Sacramento,  school  bldgs  and  conts: 

Caledonian $1,500 

27  .  Stonyford,  bldg  and  conts: 

Fireman's  Fund $   700 

Home 1,000 

12  .  Truckee,  lumber  in  yard  : 

Phoenix,  Hartford $1,125 

3  .  Ukiah,  harness  shop: 

Springfield      $60 

Losses  under  $500 $25,218 

Total  Cal.  S.  F.  ex $121,831 
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SAN  FRANCISCO. 

12.  .Stock  cigars: 

Royal  Exchange $1,343 

Western                                          .  1,864 

Royal 1,864 

Queen 1,035 

Norwich  Union 1,346 

Magdeburg 1,243 

St.  Paul 635 

Milwaukee  Mechanics 1,035 

Total !gl0,253 

12  .  Tea  stock : 

Commercial  Union $1,935 

.   .  Coal  in  yard  : 

Phoenix,  Hartford        $2,125 

Fire  As.sociation 2,000 

.   .  Merchandise  in  br  bldg : 

Phcjenix,  Hartford $1,000 

3  .  Hat  stock: 

Norwich  Union $500 

21  .  Brick  saloon  and  conts: 

Royal $512 

Losses  under  $500 $      7,026 

Total  San  Francisco $    25,341 

Total  California $  147,173 

Total  Pacific  Coast $  362,606 


California  and    Coast  Monthly  Fire  Insurance 
Losses. 

California. 

1900               1899  1898 

$    102,190        $  159,052  $    300,012 

128,855  169,142  ,  145,896 

148,521  511,801  254,233 


Mo7ith 
January 
February 
March    . 


First  quarter 
April  ... 

May 

June 


Second  quarter 


$   379,566  $    839,995  $    700,131 

112,727  213,933  264,228' 

147,776  194,514  360,420 

^42,301  181,674  238,514 


$   502,804        $    590,121 


First  six  months  $  882,370 

July 468,996 

August     181,155 

September ....  366,840 


1,430,116 
368.130 
250,468 
354,569 


$    863,162 

$1,563,293 

368,891 

553,982 

279,038 


Third  quarter  .   . 

$    916,991 

$    973,157 

$1,201,911 

October    .... 

296,744 

246,379 

224,906 

November  . 

147,172 

140,305 

316,103 

December    .   , 

134,032 

256,490 

Fourth  quarter 

$    520,716 

$    797,499 

l^ast  six  months 

1,493,885 

1,999,400 

Total  of  year  .  . 

2,923,999 

3,562,693 

Entire  Coast. 

January    ... 

$   276,520 

$   254,715 

$    483,292 

February 

265,190 

270,969 

226,201 

March 

287,377 

623,315 

374,335 

First  quarter 
April 


May 

370,050 

300,274 

516,901 

June 

.      652,201 

337,283 

520,881 

Second  quarter 

$1,248,553 

$1,001,125 

$1,477,068 

First  six  months  $2,077,640 

$2,150,124 

$2,560,899 

July 

1,092,434 

496,919 

572,183 

August     .    . 

443,864 

570,383 

717,538 

September  .    .   . 

438,367 

634,910 

724,698 

Third  quarter   . 

.  $1,974,665 

$i;693,212 

$2,014,419 

October    .... 

436,442 

416,036 

457,882 

November  .   .   . 

262,606 

246,315 

400,825 

December    .   .    . 

280,433 

382,006 

Fourth  quarter 

$    942,784 

$1,240,713 

Last  six  months 

3,634,996 

3,255,132 

Total  of  year . 

4,785,120 

5,816,031 

Decline  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Foresters. 

UISINTEGUATION     PKOCESS     AT     WOKK    AT     LAST. 
"new-blood"  THEORY  A  FAILURE. 

After  being  in  active  operation  for  20  years 
the  I.  O.  F.  now  shows  the  first  signs  of 
actual  collapse.  Reaction  has  at  last  set  in ; 
death  claims  and  lapses  exceed  the  influx  of 
new  blood ;  and  old  mortality  will  do  the  rest. 

Membership   1st  August,   1900 168,788 

Membership  1st  September,  1900 168,372 

Decrease  in  one  month 416 

19  jurisdictions  show  a  total  decrease  of  645  memb. 
15  jurisdictions  show  a  total  gain  of  .  .  229  memb- 

Net  decrease 416  memb. 

Illinois,  New  York,  Ontario  and  California, 
show  the  largest  decreases.  The  state  of 
New  Jersey,  where  the  Order  was  founded, 
also  shows  a  decrease.  Six  jurisdictions  did 
not  send  in  any  new  business  for  the  month 
of  September.  Several  lodges  have  disbanded 
in  recent  months.  The  disintegration  process 
is  at  work  throughout  the  whole  Order. 


'NEW-BLOOD"     theory      A     FAILURE- 
IN  NEW    MEMBERS. 


-DECREASE 


New  members  in  July,  1900 2,523 

New  members  in  August,  1900  ...                 .   .  1,080 
New  members  in  September,  1900 1,061 

In  both  August  and  September  the  death 
claims  and  lapses  exceeded  the  "new-blood." 
— The  Economist. 


$  829.087 
336,303 


$1,148,999 
363,568 


$1,083,831 
439,286 


GA.SOLINE  Fire.— The  $6,000  dwelling  of 
Martin  Chase  at  Riverside,  Cal.,  was  de- 
stroj'ed  by  fire  on  the  morning  of  December  'J. 
The  fire  was  caused  by  an  explosion  of  gaso- 
line which  was  being  used  for  cleaning  pur- 
poses. 
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The  Building  Fell  First. 

The  jury  in  the  U.  S.  circuit  court  at 
Chicaf^o,  in  Leonard  v.  American  Central, 
o:ave  judgment  for  defendant  company.  This 
is  one  of  several  cases  s'rowing  out  of  a  loss 
Nov.  1,  1899,  to  a  stock  of  seeds,  the  property 
of  the  plaintiff,  located  at  239  and  241  West 
Lake  street.  The  companies  denied  liability, 
and  contested  the  claim  on  the  ground  that 
the  building  containing  the  insured  goods  fell, 
not  as  the  result  of  fire.  The  property  in  the 
building  was  valued  at  $127,833,  and  all  was 
destroyed.  Eleven  suits  against  other  com- 
panies were  begun  in  the  federal  courts  last 
March,  but  were  settled  and  dismissed. 
Suits  against    other  companies  are  pending. 


Utah  Utterings, 

Manager  W.  P.  Thomas  of  the  New  Zealand 
has  sojourned  for  a  week  in  Salt  Lake,  the  re- 
sult of  his  visit  being  the  appointment  of  two 
representatives  for  his  company  for  this  city, 
Messrs.  Stoutt,  Sorenson  &  Co.  and  Ralph 
Guthrie,  succeeding  W.  S.  Giesy. 

Asst.  Manager  R.  W.  Osborn  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania visited  his  agents  during  the  month, 
returning  from  a  trip  through  the  Northwest. 

Asst.  Manager  Harry  Boyd  of  the  Ham- 
burg-Bremen was  a  visitor  during  Thanks- 
giving week.  He  had  been  doing  the  south- 
ern district  of  his  territory,  and  was  encour- 
aged over  the  outlook  for  the  year's  business. 

Asst.  Manager  B.  Goodwin  of  the  St.  Paul 
has  had  a  hard  siege  of  it  with  the  Conway 
defalcations,  but  reports  the  net  loss  to  the 
company  as  small.  He  transferred  the  com- 
pany to  the  Utah  Savings  and  Tx-ust  Co.,  and 
thereby  retired  the  Northwestern  National 
from  this  agency. 

The  Denver  representatives  in  town  during 
the  month  were  T.  T.  Frith  of  the  Imperial, 
W.  L.  W.  Miller  of  the  Western,  F.  H.  Rhoads 
of  the  Continental,  and  Geo.  Batchelder  of 
the  Niagara. 

H.  C.  Keller  of  the  Westchester  looked  over 
the  field  and  prospects,  and  it  is  rumored  has 
arranged  with  H.  B.  Windsor  to  look  after  the 
state  for  his  company,  on  either  the  state 
agency  or  special  agency  plan.  The  arrange- 
ment is  not  yet  consummated. 

Manager  Ward  of  the  German  has  nested 
with  the  rest  of  the  non-boarders  in  the  En- 
sign &  Elder  agency  of  this  city.  It  is  a  good 
thing  to  house  them  in  one  agency  and  have 
the  trouble  all  concentrated. 


Special  Ankele  of  the  North  German  dropped 
off  for  a  day  as  he  was  journeying  toward  the 
Colorado  field. 

Special  Frank  White  of  the  Fireman's  Fund 
stopped  to  call  on  his  city  agents  as  he  was 
heading  for  the  Montana  country. 

W.  W.  Hoagland  and  Carl  A.  Henry  of  the 
Sun  were  with  the  agents  of  that  company  for 
several  days  during  the  first  of  the  month. 

It  is  an  admitted  fact  that  a  Mr.  Thatcher 
of  Logan  has  purchased  an  interest  in  the 
non-board  agency  of  Ensign  &  Elder,  and  as 
his  relatives  are  extensive  property  owners 
in  this  state  it  is  expected  that  his  influence 
will  be  a  factor  in  booming  the  non-boarders. 
One  of  his  relatives  on  the  board  of  regents 
placed  the  line  of  $^81,000  on  the  new  universi- 
ty buildings  with  this  firm  at  the  cut  rates  of 
$1.00  and  |1.25%  for  three  years,  saving  the' 
state,  in  the  refusal  and  cancellation  of  the 
conti'actors'  board  policies,  the  munificent 
sum  of  $12.25.  When  the  manager  of  the 
boai'd  learned  the  facts,  he  made  it  interest- 
ing for  the  non-boarders  by  cancelling  their 
policies  on  a  rate  of  50c  for  three  years,  a 
saving  to  the  state  of  $400.00,  and  a  warning 
to  state  officials  that  they  cannot  use  their 
ofBcial  positions  to  benefit  their  relatives  in 
non-board  agencies.  Ensign  &  Elder  now 
threaten  to  cut  every  piece  of  state,  county 
and  city  insurance  as  it  expires,  but  the  board 
companies  may  hold  the  business  for  all  their 
efforts  in  this  line.  The  scheme  in  this  in- 
stance was  to  advertise  for  bids,  it  being  well 
known  that  the  board  companies  would  not 
submit  anything  but  the  board  rate  on  the 
property.  "hatu." 

The  Mutual  Reserve  hiis  given  up  its  Chicago 
department. 

Three  Centuries  Seen.— Caleb  Baldwin,  New-       ,_> 
ark,  N.  J.,  who  recently  celebrated  his  101st  anni-   y 
versary,  will,  if  he  lives  two  weeks  longer,  be  able 
to  boast  of  living  in  three  centuries— the  eighteenth, 
nineteenth  and  twentieth. 

Phillpotts,  said  to  be  the  "coming"  English 
novelist,  was  for  a  long  time  ''tied  to  a  desk"  in  an 
insurance  ofHce.  He  began  play-writing  and  re- 
hearsed his  first  piece,  with  the  aid  of  fellow- 
clerks,  in  the  cellar  of  the  insurance  company's 
building. 

Denver,  November  27.— A  special  from  Pagosa 
Springs  says  that  the  remains  of  George  A.  Barber, 
an  Iowa  man  who  died  there  suddenly  on  Novem- 
ber 10th,  have  been  disinterred,  and  that  the  brain, 
stomach  and  other  organs  will  be  subjected  to 
chemical  analysis  to  ascertain  whether  they  con- 
tain poison.  It  is  said  Barber  had  taken  out  $7,8110 
insurance  six  weeks  before  his  death. 
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The  Washington    Life    Insurance    Company. 

Substantial  in  resources,  prudent  in 
management  and  conservative  in  practice, 
the  Washington  Life  Insurance  Company 
of  New  York  is  a  representative  American 
life  insurance  and  financial  institution. 
It  has  age,  reputation,  good  practices  and 
millions  of  assets  behind  its  contracts.  Its 
policies  are  up  to  date  and  of  a  uniform 
level  of  excellence. 

A  specimen  policy  lies  before  us,  insur- 
ing at  age  35  in  the  sum  of  $10,000  at  an 
annual  premium  of  $368.70.  It  is  incon- 
testable after  one  year;  thirty  days'  grace 
is  allowed  in  the  payment  of  premiums; 
in  case  of  non-payment  of  premiums  after 
three  years  the  policy  becomes  a  paid-up 
policy  in  a  stipulated  sum;  extended  in- 
surance will  be  granted  instead  of  the  au- 
tomatic paid-up  insurance;  loans  will  be 
made  after  the  policy  has  been  in  force 
two  years,  according  to  a  table  which  is  a 
part  of  the  policy. 

The  cash  surrender  value  is  the  same  as 
the  loan  value.  Survivorship  dividends 
are  paid.  The  insured  may  at  any  time 
change  the  beneficiary. 

Four  liberal  options  are  given  the  in- 
sured: 1st,  to  receive  the  cash  dividend 
and  continue  the  policy  asa  paid-uj)  policy 
for  the  full  amount,  unless  further  pay- 
ments of  premiums  are  required  by  its 
terms  after  the  dividend  period;  2nd,  con- 
vert the  cash  dividend  into  paid-up  insur- 
ance (evidence  of  good  health  to  be  fur- 
nished), and  continue  the  policy  as  a 
paid-up  for  its  full  amount;  3rd,  receive 
the  case  dividend  and  surrender  the  pol- 
icy for  cash;  4th,  convert  the  cash  divi- 
dend and  the  cash  value  into  an  annuity 
payable  for  life.  • 

The  Washington  Life  has  been  making 
gains  in  business  in  the  Pacific  West. 
Manager  Perrin  of  this  department  will 
show  increased  new  business  in  California 
this  year. 


An  English  company  has  given  up  its 
fire  business,  with  a  view  of  giving 
greater  attention  to  insurance  against 
"loss  of  profit"  through  fire  or  explosion. 


Losses  in  Coast  States. 

Our  table  of  monthly  Coast  losses  by 
states,  as  i-eported  to  the  Coast  Review, 
is  printed  on  page  628  with  totals  to  date. 
The  total  continues  to  be  a  quarter  of  a 
million  more  than  for  the  same  months 
last  year. 

The  reported  losses  will  total  about 
$5,000,000;  losses  unreported  will  doubtless 
bring  the  official  total  up  to  $5,250,000. 
What  vpill  the  total  Coast  premium  in- 
come be  for  1900?  Last  year  it  was  $10,- 
822,000.  Adding  5  per  cent,  for  increase, 
there  will  be  a  premium  income  of  $11,- 
350,000  this  year,  and  therefore  an 
average  loss  ratio  of  45  per  cent.  Last 
year  the  ratio  of  losses  paid  was  47,  and 
of  losses  incurred,  45.  It  is  therefore 
probable  that  this  year's  loss  ratio  will 
be  less  than  in  1899. 

California  shows  a  remarkable  falling 
oft"  of  about  $600,000  to  date,  indicating  a 
loss  ratio  of  about  40  pei-  cent.  only.  The 
year  has  been  extremely  favorable  in 
California. 

The  outside  territory,  according  to 
present  figures,  and  making  a  rough 
guess  of  premium  receipts,  will  have  an 
average  loss  ratio  exceeding  52  per  cent. 
Arizona  losses  will  be  four  times  what 
they  were  in  the  previous  year.  The  loss 
ratio  in  that  territory  will  be  about  250 
per  cent.  Utah  losses  will  be  a  30  per 
cent,  increase.  Montana  losses  have 
seemingly  gained  about  150  per  cent. 
The  loss  ratio  will  probably  be  80  per 
cent.  Washington  losses  will  be  at  least 
10  per  cent,  more  than  in  the  previous 
year.  Oregon  losses  will  be  20  per  cent, 
more. 

Opposition  to  cremation  because  of  possible 
fraud  applies  equally  to  embalming. 

An  Indianapolis  firm  of  agents  offers  to  in- 
stall sprinkler  equipments  free,  in  considera- 
tion of  a  five-year  agreement  to  place  the  in- 
surance at  present  rates. 

"Out  of  Commission." — When  a  warship  is 
out  of  service— is  doing  nothing — it  is  said  to 
be  "out  of  commission."  And  that  is  about 
the  case  with  the  insurance  solicitor  who  is 
doing  nothing. 
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Tornado  Insurance  in  Missouri. 

liixAs  Premiumx  Lonnex     lia/io  Losses 

Vompany.  Written.  Thereon.           Incurred.       to  I'rems 

American  Ceutral,  St.  Louis .f  ~>,n8 1,782  %    9,945j  %    l.lil!)  l-^.or, 

^tna,  Conn 1,926,455  7,902  620  7  84 

Agricultural,  N.Y 632,200  3,347  624  18  64 

Continental,  N.  Y 7,041,773  23,998  4,358  1895 

Fireman's  Fund,  Cal 363,185  1.2a3  83  6.47 

German,  111 1,057,405  6,004  755  12  58 

German  Alliance,  N.  Y 306,115  1,170  88  7..50 

German  American,  N.  Y 1,142,340  5,400  620  1148 

Greenwich,  N.  Y 127,450  506 

InsuranceCo.  of  N.  A.,  Pa 1,609,615  7,702  1,034  13  43 

Merchants,  N.  J 561,170  2,396  1,683  70  24 

Merchants,  R.  1 23,000  76 

Northwestern  National,  Wis 556,770          •  2,994  501  16.74 

Pennsylvania  Fire,  Pa 2,491,733  11,173  1,709  15.30 

Phoenix,  Conn 1,653,270  6,614  400  6.05 

Providence-Washington,  R.  1 457,250  2,045  378  18.48 

Queen,  N.  Y 880,700  3,694  324  8.77 

Springfield  Fire  &  Marine,  Mafts 2,027,540  11,010  1,454  13.20 

St.  Paul  Fire  &  Marine,  Minn 697,151  3,448  485  14.06 

United  States  Fire,  N.  Y 250,500  897 

Western  Underwriters  Association,  Inc.,  Ill 242.813  1.454  23  1.58 

Totals $26,130,217  $112,055  $16,338  14.58 

Commercial  Union  Ass'ce  Co.,  England $     535,510  $    2,409  $      165  6.85 

Lancashire,  England     477,130  1,947 

North  British  &  Mercantile,  England 1,095,119  4,942  90  1.82 

Royal,    England 3,230,820  13,318  1,198  9.00 

Totals %  5,328,579  $  22,616  $  1,453  6.42 

Grand  Totals $31,458,796  $134,671  $17,791  13.21 

FIRE    AND    TORNADO. 

American,  N.  J $  4,759,953  $  32,302  $13,384  41.12 

National  Fire 16,057,737  140,873  89,834  63.76 

Phenix 9,432,951  125,.505  69,736  55.36 

Totals $3t),340,64I  $398,679               $173,844                   57.87 

The  foregoing  tabic  of  tornado  or  windstorm  by  the  tornado  insurance  contract, 
claims  paid  in  Missouri  last  year  possesses  The  annual  insurable  loss  by  windstorms  in 
some  interest,  in  view  of  the  disaster  in  Gal-  the  United  States  we  estimate  at  $4,000,000, 
veston  and  an  increasing  inquiry  for  this  form  or  $100,000  a  week  during  the  season  of  torna- 
of  protection.  It  is  believed,  too,  that  violent  does,  hurricanes,  cyclones  and  violent  wind- 
windstorms  are  now  occurring  in  Pacific  storms.  Only  a  small  part  of  this  large  week- 
Western  territory.  While  the  field  of  de-  ly  loss  is  covered  by  insurance  policies, 
struction  is  enlarging,  owing  to  the  cutting  Since  the  above  was  put  in  type  a  severe 
down  of  vast  forests,  it  seems  probable  also  gale  did  considerable  damage  in  Coast  terri- 
that  the  cyclonic  area  is  shifting.  tory.  San  Francisco  was  visited  by  a  thunder 
Statistics  show  that  tornadoes  in  the  United  storm  as  well,  which  is  very  unusual.  A  gas 
States  average  one  a  week  in  the  spring,  tank  was  struck  by  lightning  and  exploded, 
summer  and  fall.  This  average  does  not  cover  Several  small  dwellings  were  demolished  by 
all  destructive  windstorms  which  are  covered  the  wind. 


When  Doctor.s  Disagree. — In  a  recent  case 
before  the  California  supreme  court  the  evi- 
dence of  a  number  of  reputable  physicians 
differed  materially.  Physicians  and  surgeons 
who  held  an  autopsy  testified  that,  in  their 
opinion,  disease  of  the  heart  was  the  cause  of 
death,  and    they    further   testified   that   the 


heart  was  badly  diseased.  Other  physicians 
and  surgeons,  equally  reputable,  testified 
directly  to  the  contrary,  and  to  the  effect 
that  disease  of  the  heart  was  not  the  cause  of 
death,  and  that  the  heart  was  not  diseased. 
These  are  the  learned  gentlemen  with  whom 
we  trust  our  lives. 
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Mungo  and  Shoddy,  and  Rag  Grinding. 

The  following  extract  is  taken  from  a  paper 
on  Waste  Products  of  Woolen  and  Worsted 
Mills,  by  J.  P.  Eddison  of  the  North  British 
and  Mercantile  Ins.  Co.,  of  Leeds,  Eng.,  read 
before  the  Insui-ance  Institute  of  Yoi-kshire 
and  printed  in  the  Post  Magazine  : 

Shoddy.— As  this  material  can  claim  prior- 
ity over  mungo  in  point  of  age,  I  think  it  will 
be  convenient  if  we  consider  it  first.  Shoddy, 
as  most  of  you  know,  is  the  product  of  soft 
rags,  that  is,  rags  from  such  fabrics  as 
dress  goods— chiefly  merinos— underclothing, 
shawls,  blankets,  flannels,  stockings,  com- 
forters, and  others  which  have  not  been 
closely  milled  or  have  been  loosely  spun  and 
woven.  There  appear  to  be  several  claimants 
to  the  credit  and  honor  of  this  invention,  but 
so  far  as  it  is  possible  to  judge,  I  think  the 
particulars  embodied  in  the  following  brief 
sketch  give  a  fairly  accurate  and  trustworthy 
account  of  the  discovei'y. 

At  the  time  of  the  Peninsular  War,  owing 
to  the  stoppage  of  the  supply  of  wool  fi'om 
Spain,  and  to  the  great  demand  for  army 
goods,  the  price  of  wool  in  this  country  was 
driven  up  to  a  very  high  figure ;  and  a  Jew 
second-hand  clothes  dealer  in  London  con- 
ceived the  brilliant  idea  of  tearing  up  old 
blankets  and  other  white  woolen  goods  by 
means  of  curry  combs,  and  mixing  the  mate- 
rial thus  obtained  with  genuine  wool.  This 
was  accordingly  done,  and  the  adulterated 
bales  sold  in  Yorkshire  for  full  prices.  Subse- 
quently, when  the  price  of  wool  declined,  the 
material  in  question  was  sold  for  saddlery  and 
upholsterj'  purposes.  This  was  probably  the 
first  progressive  step  towards  the  manufact- 
ure of  shoddy  ;  the  ci-edit  for  the  second  step 
undoubtedly  belongs  to  a  Yorkshireman,  a 
native  of  Batley,  named  Benjamin  Law.  On 
one  occasion,  when  in  London  for  the  purpose 
of  disposing  of  his  goods — he  was  a  weaver  by 
trade — he  observed  some  of  this  material  in  a 
saddler's  window,  and  having  purchased  a 
small  quantity,  he  took  it  back  to  Batley, 
where  he  satisfied  himself  that  it  was  capable 
of  being  manufactured  into  useful  fabrics. 
He  then,  in  conjunction  with  his  brother-in- 
law,  Benjamin  Parr,  commenced  to  make  the 
material.  Many  difficulties  had,  of  course,  to 
be  overcome  before  it  was  possible  to  develop 
the  manufacture  to  any  extent,  but  from  this 
small  beginning  may  be  traced  the  great  in- 
dustry which  has  created  busy  centres  of  pop- 
ulation in  this  country,  and  which  may  be  said 
to  have  revolutionized  the  woolen  trade  of 
the  world. 


Mungo. — Mungo  is  the  result  of  grinding, 
into  a  soft  fibrous  state,  rags  of  a  hard  char- 
acter, such  as  closely. milled  cloths.  Some  ten 
or  twelve  years  after  Law  and  Parr  com- 
menced to  manufacture  shoddy,  they  made 
repeated  attempts  to  utilize  these  hard  rags, 
but  their  efforts  were  not  rewarded  with  suc- 
cess. A  few  years  later,  however,  two  sons 
of  Parr's,  after  many  trials,  succeeded  in 
overcoming  all  difficulties;  and  it  is  a  matter 
of  common  knowledge  that  this  material  was 
named  mungo  from  a  remark  made  by  one  of 
the  inventors.  After  many  attempts,  and  as 
many  failures,  the  brothers  had  hit  upon  a 
scheme  which,  theoretically,  at  all  events, 
promised  to  fulfill  all  requirements;  but,  on 
being  put  to  a  practical  test,  it  met  the  same 
fate  as  its  predecessors.  "It  weant  go,"  said 
one  of  the  brothers,  but  the  other,  cast  in  a 
sterner  mould,  replied,  "But  it  mun  go" 
(must  go).  Eventually  it  did,  and  has  since 
become  an  important — a  most  important — 
source  of  supply  of  raw  material  to  the  woolen 
manufacturer. 

Before  pi'oceeding  to  describe  the  process 
by  which  rags  are  converted  into  mungo  and 
shoddy,  I  may  remind  you  that,  in  the  woolen 
mill  tariffs  issued  prior  to  1893,  the  extra  rate 
charged  for  the  use  of  shoddy  was  10s.,  where- 
as the  extra  for  mungo  was  only  3s.  The 
great  difference  in  these  rates  was  primarily, 
no  doubt,  due  to  the  fact  that  mungo  was 
originally  composed  almost  entirely  of  pure 
wool.  Then  again,  the  mungo  was  made  from 
much  finer  rags,  and  a  better  class  of  oil  used 
in  the  preparation,  hence  less  liability  to 
spontaneous  combustion  in  the  material  was 
assumed.  In  course  of  time,  however,  any 
well-defined  line  of  demarcation,  which  may 
at  some  period  have  existed,  was  gradually, 
obliterated ;  and  when  a  new  woolen  mill 
tariff  was  issued  in  1893,  all  mungo  and  shoddy 
containing  fibre  other  than  animal  wool  and 
hair  was  placed  in  the  class  formerly  occupied 
bj'  shoddy,  and  similar  material,  containing 
no  such  fibre,  in  the  class  previously  occupied 
by  mungo — certain  limitations,  governed  by 
the  kind  of  goods  manufactured,  being  im- 
posed, in  order  to  obviate  a  difficulty  with  re- 
gard to  the  rating  of  mills  in  certain  districts. 

Rag  Guinding. — In  order  to  convey  some 
tangible  idea  of  the  great  importance  of  this 
trade,  I  may  mention  it  has  been  estimated 
that  the  rag  grinding  machines  of  Yorkshire 
alone  are  capable  of  producing  annuall.y,  raw 
material  equivalent  to  the  fleeces  of  1S,00(),0()0 
sheep  (i:  c,  between  80,000,000  and  90,000,000 
lbs.  of  wool).     Now  the  total   annual  produc- 
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tion  of  oui-  home  growth  of  wool  for  1897  was 
137,500,000  lbs.  The  weight  of  materiul, 
therefore,  produced  by  our  Yorkshire  rag 
grinding  machines  is  equivalent  to  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  total  production  of  wool  in  the 
United  Kingdom. 

The  transformation  of  rags  into  mungo  or 
shoddy  does  not  involve  any  very  complicated 
series  of  processes,  as  is  the  case  in  the  con- 
version of  wool  to  cloth.  When  the  rags  are  re- 
ceived by  the  manufacturer,.. those  which  are 
not  already  in  a  sufficiently  clean  condition 
are  well-shaken  in  order  to  remove  dirt  and 
dust;  this  is  accomplished  either  by  a  shaker 
or  a  whimse}%  such  as  you  have  already  seen. 
The  rags  are  then  transferi-ed  to  the  sorters, 
who  arrange  them  according  to  quality  and 
color,  it  being  necessary  that  the  various 
classes  of  rags  are  so  blended  that  each  kind 
of  rag,  whether  red,  blue,  black,  or  grey,  loses 
its  own  identity  whilst  undergoing  the  pro- 
cess of  being  converted  into  mungo  or  shoddy. 
Rags  from  cast-off  garments,  if  of  good  qual- 
ity, usually  have  all  the  seams  removed  (the 
seams,  of  course,  being  the  portion  of  the  rag 
containing  the  cotton  threads  used  in  stitch- 
ing), and  are  then  known  as  seamed  rags.  I 
believe,  however,  that  probably  fifty  per  cent. 
of  this  class  of  rags  are  pulled  with  the  seams 
left  in. 

After  these  preliminary  processes,  the  rags 
are  oiled — in  the  proportion  of  about  two  gal- 
lons to  one  hundred  pounds— in  order  to  soften 
them,  and  to  reduce  friction  in  the  process  of 
grinding. 

The  rags  are  placed  as  evenly  as  possible  in 
a  feed  box,  and  then,  by  means  of  a  leather 
feed  or  apron,  are  conveyed  to  a  pair  of  fluted 
rollers  through  which  they  slowly  pass,  and 
on  emerging  at  the  opposite  side  of  the  rollers 
they  are  seized  by  the  teeth  of  the  "swift," 
which  is  a  large  wooden  cylinder  about  three 
feet  in  diameter,  more  or  less  thickly  studded 
with  small  iron  spikes  or  teeth.  These  tear 
the  rags  into  fibre  and  throw  the  material, 
now  reduced  to  a  flocculent  woolly  state,  in- 
to an  iron  trunk  which  conveys  it  to  a  small 
chamber  known  as  the  "blow  hole."  Above 
the  feed  rollers  there  is  a  small  iron  cylinder 
known  as  the  "bitter,"  on  which  are  four 
dull  iron  blades.  Thiscylinder  revolves  in  an 
opposite  direction  to  the  main  swift  and  takes 
therefrom  all  rags  which  have  escaped  being 
thoroughly  torn  up;  it  then  throws  them  out 
on  to  the  feed  apron  again.  At  the  back  of 
the  swift  there  is  usually  another  "bitter"' 
consisting  of  a  fixed  iron  blade,  which  answers 
a  similar  purpose  and  knocks  off  unground,  or 


partially  ground,  rags  into  the  wooden  box  or 
cage  at  the  rear  of  the  machine,  whence  they 
are  removed  by  hand  and  replaced  on  the  feed 
board . 

The  speed  of  the  swift  is  varied  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  rags  operated  on.  If  they 
are  hard  rags  for  the  production  of  mungo,  the 
speed  is  from  COO  to  700  revolutions  per  min- 
ute. If  the  rags  are  of  the  soft  nature  used 
for  shoddy,  the  number  of  revolutions  does  not 
usually  exceed  350.  In  machines,  therefore, 
which  are  used  for  grinding  shoddy,  a  fan  is 
fixed  behind  the  swift  in  order  to  force  the 
material  through  the  delivery  pipe  to  the 
blow-hole,  as  the  speed  of  the  swift  is  not 
sufficient  for  this  purpose. 

I  need  hardly  tell  you  that  rag  grinding  is 
a  very  hazardous  process,  in  fact  the  Woolen 
Mill  Tariff  prescribes  almost  prohibitive  rates 
for  it,  viz.,  t'3  3s.  for  a  shed,  £5  5s.  for  a 
storeyed  building,  in  addition  to  extras,  fre- 
quently exigible,  for  the  use  of  oil  and  of 
machines  above  three  in  number.  No  doubt 
owing  to  the  heavy  rates  and  to  the  fact  that 
it  is  frequently  impossible  to  obtain  an  insur- 
ance policy  on  any  terms,  mungo  and  shoddy 
manufacturers  have  effected  great  improve- 
ments in  the  ari-angement  of  their  works,  the 
great  majority  of  rag  grinding  machines  be- 
ing now  placed  in  fire-proof  compartments  or 
in  separate[_shed  buildings,  usually  of  lofty 
construction,  and  in  either  case,  as  a  rule,  not 
containing  more  than  two  machines,  each 
probably  having  a  fire-proof  blow-hole;  that 
is  to  say,  the  receptacle  or  small  chamber  in- 
to which  the  material  is  blown  is  constructed 
of  brick  with  an  iron  door  thereto,  and  an  iron 
or  flagged  roof;  moreover,  the  frame-work  of 
the  machine  is  of  iron,  and  not  unfrequently 
the  cover  also.  This  last  is,  I  think,  a  point 
to  which  considerable  importance  should  he- 
attached.  The  greatest  fire-risk  is  of  course 
from  friction,  as  metal  buttons,  hooks,  and 
other  hard  substances  which 'ihave  escaped 
the  sorters'  attention,  will,  when  struck  by 
the  iron  teeth  of  the  rapidly  revolving  swift, 
give  off  sparks  which  readily  ignite  the  mate- 
rial. There  is  also  considerable  danger  from 
overheated  bearings,  owing  to  the  great  speed 
atwhich-the  machines  are  driven.  Buttons 
made  of  celluloid— which  appear  to  be  re- 
placing those  made  of  bone  to  a  certain  extent 
—will  be  anything  but  desirable  visitors  in  a 
rag  grinding  machine. 

Another  risk  lies  in  the  fact  that  if  a  heap 
of  rags  moistened  with  any  oil  capable  of 
rapidly  absorbing  oxygen  at  the  ordinary 
temperature  of  the  room,  be  allowed   for  any 
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reason  to  remain  in  that  state  for  a  consider- 
able length  of  time,  the  heap  will  probably 
heat,  and  in  due  course  a  fire  follows;  the 
reason  for  this  being  that  as  rags  are  poor 
conductors,  the  temperature  quickly  rises,  the 
oxidation  of  the  oil  increases,  and  heating 
rapidly  ensues.  There  is  also  a  considerable 
element  of  risk  in  the  baling  of  the  material 
soon  after  grinding,  as  it  is  more  or  less  heat- 
ed by  its  rough  treatment  in  the  machines, 
and  when  closely  packed  is  liable  to  combus- 
tion if  any  oil  with  a  tendency  to  rapid  oxida- 
tion has  been  used  in  the  preparation  of  the 
material. 

P.   J.  Conway,  Swindler. 

THE  S.^LT  LAKE  ABSCONDER  LAST  HEARD 
FROM  IN  HONOLULU. 

Where  is  P,  J.  Conway,  late  insurance 
and  real  estate  and  loan  agent  in  Salt 
Lake  City?  While  out  of  jail  on  bail  he 
absconded.  Serious  charges  of  forgery, 
incendiarism  and  embezzlement  hangover 
his  head.  He  has  been  since  heard  of  in 
Portland,  San  Francisco  and  Honolulu. 
It  is  not  unlikely  that,  if  not  too  far  gone 
in  degeneracy,  he  will  begin  business  life 
again  in  Australasia  or  other  remote  ter- 
ritory. Some  of  his  acquaintances  be- 
lieve he  will  eventually  go  to  Mexico. 
Conway  has  been  guilty  of  a  great  deal  of 
crooked  work,  and  his  place  is  the  pen- 
itentiai'y. 

T  he  insurance  companies  have  recovered 
about  all  the  amounts  due  them,  except- 
ing the  amount  of  insurance  paid  twice. 
Conway 's  friends  were  active  in  his  behalf; 
but  it  is  intimated  that  at  the  last  moment 
he  i-aised  money  imperatively  required  by 
uttering  fresh  forgeries.  A  correspond- 
ent says  the  total  of  Conway's  stealings 
amount  to  $30,000. 

Conway's  career  makes  one  of  the  most 
sensational  chapters  in  the  history  of 
crookedness.  He  is  a  forger,  a  perjurei-, 
an  embezzler,  probably  an  incenediary, 
and  an  ingrate,  who  tricked  his  friends, 
and  even  forged  a  mortgage  as  security 
for  a  loan  borrowed  from  his  brother,  a 
priest  at  Grand  Junction,  Colo.  Yet  he 
retained  the  confidence  of  his  friends  till 
the  evidence  of  his  rascality  became  over- 
whelming.    Over  $6,000  was  contributed 


by  these  friends,  after  his  arrest  on  a 
charge  of  forgery.  This  sum  was  placed 
or  was  to  be  placed  i:n  the  hands  of  a 
trustee,  to  pay  Conway's  debts  as  soon  as 
he  cleared  himself  of  the  criminal  charge. 

The  particulars  of  Porter  .T.  Conway's 
crooked  operations  read  like  a  romance 
of  crime.  Conway  came  to  Salt  Lake 
City  from  Omaha  in  1889,  and  has  since 
had  a  meteoric  career  as  stock-broker, 
money-lender,  real  estate  and  insurance 
agent.  He  began  his  dishonest  practices 
early,  and  it  is  indeed  marvelous  that  he 
was  able  to  cover  up  his  tracks  and  es- 
cape detection  until  late  in  1900. 

Conway  is  charged  with  forging  a  mort- 
gage in  1896  to  secure  a  loan  made  by 
his  brother,  the  Rev.  T.  M.  Conway.  The 
interest  on  this  loan  was  paid  for  four 
years. 

Rev.  Richard  Wake  of  Nebraska,  who 
tendered  a  loan,  discovered  that  a  part  of 
the  abstract  had  been  removed.  The 
missing  pages  contained  a  record  of  pi'ior 
mortgages.  This  discovery  resulted  in  the 
filing  of  a  complaint  by  Mr.  Wake  and 
the  issuing  of  a  warrant  for  the  arrest  of 
the  broker.  Conway  fled,  but  was  caught 
and  bailed  out. ,  His  bondsmen  were  guar- 
anteed by  friends,  it  is  said,  who  have 
since  made  up  the  amount  forfeited  by 
the  broker's  second  flight. 

Conway  recently  gave  a  young  lady  a 
piano.  It  subsequently  transpired  that 
the  piano  had  been  left  in  trust  with  him 
by  the  owner. 

D.  H.  Bero,  builder,  estimated  loss  by 
the  burning  of  Conway's  property  at  $900. 
An  affidavit,  with  B.'s  name  forged, 
alleged  a  loss  of  some  $1,700.  Conway 
swore  that  there  was  no  other  insurance, 
and  $1,200  was  paid  him  by  one  of  his 
companies.  Subsequently  it  was  discov- 
ered that  he  had  collected  $500  of  another 
company  on  the  same  loss.  The  rogue 
also  issued  two  policies  on  vacant  lots, 
alleging  that  there  was  a  house  on  each. 
He  committed  this  crime  in  order  to 
secure  loans  on  the  property.  The  miss- 
ing policy  blanks  were  reported  as  lost  in 
some  unaccountable  way.  There  were 
already  two  mortgages  on   the  property 
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when  the  third  was  issued.  In  these 
cases  also,  it  was  subsequently  learned, 
pages  of  the  abstract  recording  the  prior 
loans  were  toi-n  out. 

Mr.  Langton  says  he  was  induced  to 
deed  his  $12,000  residence  property  to  a 
fictitious  lender  purporting  to  be  a  Phila- 
delphia woman.  He  had  borrowed  $4,000 
on  the  property  and  had  paid  interest 
regularly  to  the  broker.  Conway  recent- 
ly came  to  him  and  said  his  principal 
wanted  the  loan  paid  immediately. 
'"She"  was  obdurate,  and  Langton,  to 
escape  foreclosure  proceedings,  deeded 
the  property  over,  on  a  wi'itten  agree- 
ment that  the  property  should  be  deeded 
back  on  payment  of  the  loan.  Both  prin- 
cipal and  notary  turned  out  to  be  ficti- 
tious persons.  Conway  afterward  placed 
several  mortgages  on  the  property,  re- 
moving the  evidence  of  a  prior  mortgage 
as  in  other  cases.  Policies  on  this  policy 
were  not  made  payable  to  any  mortgagee. 

Conway  is  said  to  have  forged  an  in- 
dorsement to  a  New  York  draft.  Con- 
fronted with  the  evidence  of  his  crime, 
he  dug  up  the  money  and  for  a  time  es- 
caped arrest. 

Conway  bought  a  piece  of  property  for 
$900  and  conveyed  it  to  an  unknown  third 
person.  Then,  as  agent  for  an  investment 
company,  he  lent  $2,500  on  the  property 
and  executed  the  mortgage  himself.  He 
represented  to  the  investment  company 
that  there  was  a  good  house  on  the  lot. 
When  the  agent  came  to  look  over  the 
investments  in  Salt  Lake,  Conway  point- 
ed out  to  him  the  adjoining  lot,  on  which 
there  was  a  fine  house,  as  the  lot  on  which 
the  loan  had  been  made.  The  agent  dis- 
covered the  fraud,  and  tlie  $2,500  was  re- 
funded. 

One  very  pathetic  case  is  recorded — 
that  of  an  old  woman  who  let  the  crooked 
broker  have  $1,300,  the  savings  of  many 
years.  The-security  was  a  bogus  moi-t- 
gage;  and  it  has  since  been  found  that 
a  leaf  showing. a  prior  mortgage  on  the 
same  property  had  been  torn  from  the 
abstract. 

New  frauds  practiced  by  the  rascal  are 
still  coining  to    light.     The  old   notarial 


seal  of  C.  R.  Simpson,  a  former  employe, 
who  has  not  been  in  Salt  Lake  for  sev- 
eral years,  has  been  found.  Conway  used 
this  seal  and  forged  Simpson's  name  to 
mortgages  aud  affidavits. 

The  fire  chief  of  Salt  Lake,  we  are  told, 
believes  that  two  incendiary  attempts 
were  made  by  Conway  to  burn  his  house. 
The  adjuster  was  unable  to  secui-e  proofs 
of  incendiarism,  and,  as  stated  above,  the 
loss  was  paid  to  the  owner,  who  was  also 
the  agent  of  the  interested  companies,  the 
required  proofs  being  apparently  regular 
and  satisfactory. 


Many  Changes  Reported  This  Month. 

We  print  in  this  issue  the  particulars 
of  the  following  changes: 

Dissolution  of  the  old  firm  of  Butler  & 
Haldan  and  the  formation  of  the  new  firm 
of  Butler  &  Hewitt,  which  will  begin 
operations  on  January  L  The  commis- 
sions to  these  gentlemen  as  general  agents 
of  the  Phoenix  of  London,  the  Pi-ovidence- 
Washington  of  Rhode  Island  and  the 
Pelican  of  New  York  have  already  been 
issued.  See  particulars  of  this  transfer 
among  our  "Chips,"  issued  as  an  extra. 

Resignation  of  H.  McD.  Spencer  as 
state  agent  of  the  Phenix  of  Brooklyn. 
General  Agent  Lenehan  of  the  Western 
department,  of  Chicago,  will  probably 
visit  San  Francisco  about  February  1  and 
arrange  for  the  appointment  of  a  per- 
manent successor  to  Mr.  Spencer.  Sev- 
eral applications  for  the  position  have 
been  made.  Geo.  J.  Wellington,  of  the 
city  department,  has  been  appointed  state 
agent  pro  tern. 

Creation  of  the  new  firmof  Christensen, 
Edwards  &  Goodwin,  who  have  been  ap- 
pointed general  agents  of  the  American 
of  Newark,  which  retires  from  Manager 
Conroy's  office.  This  withdrawal  had 
long  been  contemplated  by  the  Ameri- 
can's management,  and  was  made  solely 
for  business  reasons.  The  relations  of 
the  company  with  Manager  Conroy  have 
always  been  of  the  most  amicable  nature. 

Transfer  of  the  Pacific  department  of 
the  Palatine  to  Manager  Mullins  of  the 
Commercial    Union    and    Alliance.    The 
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Palatine  having-  been  purchased  by  the 
Coramei'cial  Union,  this  transfer,  in  the 
interest  of  economy,  causes  no  surprise. 
Tlie  special  agency  staff  of  the  Palatine 
will  remain  the  same.  Manager  Laton 
will  retain  a  connection  with  the  com- 
pany. 

Reinsurance  of  the  Coast  business  of 
the  Boston  by  the  German-American. 

Transfer  of  the  general  agencyof  the 
Traders  to  Gordon  &  Prazer. 

New  firm  of  Watson  &  Taylor  of  the 
British  America  and  Western  Assurance, 
succeeding  Davis  &  Watson. 

Many  false  rumors  are  afloat. 


A  FIRE-BUG  in  Ohio-^says  that  persons 
in  California  make  a  clock  machine  to  set 
incendiary  fires.  It  is  similar  to  that 
found  in  Fresno,  the  author  of  which  was 
sent  to  the  penitentiai-y,  where  he  now 
is.  The  wheels  wind  up  a  string  draw- 
ing sand-paper  over  [matches.  The  me- 
chanical fire-bug  costs  from  $50  to  $100. 
Can  it  be  possible  that  the  criminal  man- 
ufacturer.got  his  idea  from  the  pictures 
of  the  Fresno  machine  printed  in  the 
daily  papers?  or  is  the  machine  now  being 
clandestinely  turned  out  by  some  prisoner 
in  the  California  penitentiary? 


A   MILLION   AND     A   HALF   OF    KNOWN 

embezzlements  in  October.     Moral:    pro- 
tect yourself  with  a  fidelity  policy. 


.       The   Equitable  _Ljfe    has   issued ~a 
j    new  policy  with  guaranteed  cash  surren- 
der values. 


PuEsiDENT.ScoTTof  the  Provldent  Savings 
Life,  in  a  letter  to  agents,  says:  "The  politi- 
cal campaign  is  over.  .^TFie  business  campaign 
now  begins.  To-day  it  is  generally  predicted 
that  in  every  branch  of  business  an  era  of  pros- 
perity never  excelled  in  our  history  lies  before 
us  for  the  next  twelve  months.  The  purpose 
of  this  letter  is  to  inquire  whether,  in  view  of 
these  exceptional  opportunities,  you  will  take 
immediate  steps  to  secure  your  full  share  of  the 
increaseof  business  that  will  result  from  these 
favoring  circumstances.  Now,  as  never  before, 
should  assurance  interests  be  presented  to  the 
individual  with  the  same  degree  of  business 
confidence,  and  with  the  expectation  of  receiv- 


ing the  same  business  consideration  as  do  rep- 
resentatives of  banking,  mercantile,  commer- 
cial or  other  interests.  To-day  life  assurance 
in  point  of  responsibility  and  respectability  is 
scarcely  equalled,  certainly  not  excelled,  by 
any  of  the  great  financial  corporations  in  this 
land." 

Insurance    of  Property  Against  War  and  Riot 
Risk. 

It  is  reported  from  Paris,  so  writes  the 
Oesterreichische  Versicheruugs-Zeitung,  that 
a  company  on  the  mutual  principle  is  in  course 
of  formation  which  is  to  undertake  to  make 
good  the  damage  caused  by  war  and  riot, 
which  risk  is  excluded  from  the  scope  of  all 
fire  insurance  offices. 

The  idea  is  not  a  new  one,  as  it  is  stated 
that  already  in  1870,  when  Paris  was  invested, 
such  a  company  was  established,  and  within 
a  very  short  time  collected  a  premium  income 
of  35(5,318  francs,  insuring  4,230  risks  of  the 
value  of  332,823,200  francs.  The  number  of 
claims  that  year  was  187,  for  which  the  full 
indemnity  of  192,700  francs  was  paid,  and  31 
per  cent,  of  the  premium,  i.  e.  110,458  francs, 
were  returned  to  the  insured. 

Some  former  policyholders  of  the  old  society 
have  revived  the  scheme,  and  the  idea  is  now 
to  pi'ovide  in  time  for  the  contingency  of  the 
war  and  riot  risk,  and  to  exact  a  small  prem- 
ium once  at  the  start,  without  further  annual 
payment,  and  collect  supplementary  rates  only 
when  the  necessity  arises.  While  in  1870  the 
old  company's  operations  were  only  confined 
to  Paris,  it  is  now  intended  to  extend  the  busi- 
ness over  the  whole  of  France,  Algiers,  and 
Tunis. — The  Review  of  London. 


Fire   Insurance    from   an    Economic   Point    of 
View. 

FKOM  AN  ADDKESS  BY  OTTO  E.  CUEELY,  ADJUSTER. 

The  original  form  of  insurance  was  of  a  mu- 
tual character,  the  many  contributing  to  a 
common  fund  to  replace  the  value  of  the  prop- 
erty destroj'ed  by  the  elements.  This  pri- 
mary and  original  scheme  forms  the  basis  to- 
day of  the  great  business  of  fire  ibsurance. 
And  too  much  importance  cannot  be  attached 
to  this  underlying  principle  which  at  the  pres- 
ent time  is  worked  out  in  the  hundreds  of' 
recognized  and  reliable  insurance  companies 
throughout  the  civilized  world.  No  legisla- 
tion, moreover,  will  ever  be  able  to  overcome, 
unless  in  the  form  of  actual  prohibition,  the 
carrying  out  of  this  basic  principle  of  self-pro- 
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tection.  Propei-ty-owners  must  ever  con- 
tribute to  a  comnion  fund  which  must  be  suffi- 
ciently large  to  reimburse  those  overtaken  b.y 
disaster  through  the  loss  of  property  by  fire, 
and  to  defray  the  expenses  incident  to  the 
carrying  out  of  the  transaction. 

Mutual  insurance  in  its  simpler  form  was 
for  manj'  years  the  only  security  afforded  soci- 
ety against  loss  of  propertj'.  In  the  develop- 
ment, however,  of  commerce  and  in  the  rapidly 
increasing  productiveness  of  the  leading  coun- 
tries of  the  world,  there  grew  the  necessity 
for  a  security  more  ample  and  certain  than 
that  afforded  through  contributions  on  the 
mutual  plan.  Capital  was  invited  to  partic- 
ipate in  the  organization  of  insurance  com- 
panies which  should  afford  a  certainty  of  pro- 
tection during  unusually  disastrous  periods  or 
through  the  destruction  of  property  by  con- 
flagration where  values  were  in  congested 
districts  in  towns  and  cities.  It  was  found 
that  in  a  term  of  years  a  certain  percentage 
of  losses  vFould  occur  in  addition  to  the  pos- 
sibility of  large  conflagrations  like  the  Chi- 
cago and  Boston  fires,  and  capital  was  called 
in  to  tide  over  the  disastrous  periods,  the  com- 
pany recuperating  during  years  of  light  losses. 
The  property-owner  was  willing  to  pay  a 
sufficiently  higher  rate  of  premium  in  order, 
for  their  own  additional  security,  to  insure 
the  payment  of  a  reasonable  dividend  to  those 
members  of  a  community  who  had  hazarded 
their  capital  in  the  precarious  undertaking  of 
insuring  against  loss  of  property  by  fire  and 
other  natural  destructive  forces. 

The  first  transactions  of  any  importance  be- 
tween property-owners  and  insurance  compa- 
nies were  conducted  by  means  of  correspond- 
ence, the  applicant  for  insurance  making  writ- 
ten application  for  the  amount  desired,  and 
forwarding  to  the  company  which  in  turn 
either  declined  the  application  or  ratified  it 
by  the  issuanceof  a  policy  covering  the  amount 
named,  and  forwarding  it  to  the  assured. 
This  primitive  manner  of  buying  and  selling 
indemnity,  however,  was  finally  outgrown 
through  the  rapidly  increasing  demands  for 
insurance,  and  in  the  United  States,  partic- 
ularly after  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  the 
phenomenal  growth  of  trade  and  of  commerce 
made  it  necessary  for  insurance  companies  to 
act  through  agents.  The  agency  system, 
then,  had  its  inception,  as  did  the  original 
scheme  of  insurance,  through  the  needs  and 
necessities  of  the  people,  and  is  directly  in 
the  interests  of  the  insuring  public,  the  added 
expense  of  thus  transacting  the  inci-eased 
volume  of  business  being  a  charge  upon   the 


premium  fund  which  the  public  was  willing 
to  pay  for  the  increased  benefit.  As  wealth 
increased  new  factors  entered  into  the  cost  of 
insurance.  New  complicatic  ns  arose,  new 
hazards  were  constantly  appearing,  and  it  be- 
came necessary  on  the  part  of  the  companies 
to  employ  inspectors  and  adjusters;  and  as 
cities  became  more  densely  populated  and 
larger  values  accumulated  in  smaller  areas, 
expensive  maps  showing  construction,  height, 
and  exposure  of  buildings  became  necessary 
in  order  that  no  company  might  injure  its  loss- 
paying  capacity  by  hazarding  too  large  an 
amount  in  too  small  an  area.  These  new  con- 
ditions required  in  turn  the  employment  of 
additional  help  in  the  way  of  special  inspect- 
ors, clerks,  and  correspondents,  all  of  which 
became  a  necessity  to  the  strength  and  stabil- 
ity of  the  companies. 

The  three  prime  factors,  then,  which  make 
up  the  cost  of  insurance  to  the  property-owner 
are — the  tire  waste,  cost  of  conducting  the 
busines.o,  and  a  fair  return  upon  the  capital 
invested. 

The  least  of  these,  we  may  safely  assert,  is 
the  underwriting  profit  to  the  stockholder, 
which  has  been  for  the  past  twenty  years  on 
an  average  of  less  than  3  per  cent,  of  the  pre- 
miums paid.  Those  companies  having  large 
capital  and  assets  accumulated  during  periods 
of  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  years,  earn  more 
from  interest  upon  investments  than  from  un- 
derwriting. This  interest  would  acci'ue 
whether  the  company  did  an  insurance  busi- 
ness or  not,  and  the  hazard  of  capital  and 
accumulations,  in  possible  conflagrations  such 
as  the  Chicago  fire,  would  certainly  justify  a 
larger  return  from  underwriting  alone. 

The  element  of  expense  in  the  conduct  of 
the  business  of  insurance  is  a  matter  which  is 
regulated  somewhat  by  the  conditions  im- 
posed by  the  various  states.  The  principal 
expense  is  the  compensation  to  officers  and 
agents  conducting  the  business,  and  with  rare 
exceptions,  the  fire  insurance  business  affords 
persons  engaged  in  it  no  more  than  a  fair  re- 
turn for  their  labor  and  responsibilit}-.  There 
are  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  agents 
in  the  United  States,  and  they  received  in 
1897,  as  compensation,  from  all  classes  of  stock 
companies,  an  average  of  $245  each.  While 
the  methods  of  compensation  by  payment  of 
commission  on  premiums  may  be  open  to  pos- 
sible criticism,  the  pi'oportion  of  the  premium 
diverted  to  this  purpose  cannot  be  objected  to 
as  unreasonable.  The  business  in  terestsof  the 
counti'y  demand  the  agency  system,  and  could 
not  with  safety  do  without  it.    The  possible 
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occurrence  of  a  fire  during  the  transmission  of 
applications  for  insurance  through  the  mail  to 
the  home  offices  of  the  companj',  alone  is  sufB- 
cient  barrier  to  a  return  to  that  method  of 
carrying  on  the  business. 


Village  and  Suburban  Fire  Protection. 

An  Oakland  lady — we  are  sure  it  was 
an  Oakland  lady  because  of  a  somewhat 
similar  experience  by  one  of  our  staff — 
writing  to. a  Modesto  friend  of  the  fierce 
energy  displayed  by  one  of  the  Bay  City 
departments  while  answering  an  alarm  of 
fire,  gives  the  following  sketch  of  what 
she  saw,  according    to    a  Modesto  paper: 

"We  had  a  fire  yesterday  within  a  few 
blocks  of  us.  The  tire  cart  with  its  attend- 
ants, passed  our  street,  and  it  was  the  most 
perfect  burlesque  you  could  think  of.  The 
wagon  was  drawn  bj'  one  horse  while  the  hose, 
dragging  for  lengths  and  lengths  upon  the 
street,  was  manipulated  by  one  man.  He 
assisted  by  running  back  every  few  yards  to 
drag  the  hose  forward,  which  seemed  neither 
to  impede  nor  accelerate  the  speed  of  the 
horse.  As  they  turned  the  corner  (I  thought 
they  never  would)  the  hose  caught  in  a  geran- 
ium bush  of  an  unfenced  j'ard,  and  the  driver 
reined  in  his  horse  while  the  man  carefully 
lifted  the  hose  from  the  bush.  All  this  time 
the  fire  was  bursting  out,  and  the  building 
(a  bai'n)  was  rapidly  being  consumed.  The 
people  became  impatient  and  used  a  garden 
hose.  By  the  time  the  fire  department 
arrived  the  building  was  completely  burned." 

The  othPT  experience  was  in  one  of  the 
suburban  annexes  of  Greater  Oakland. 
The  local  fire  alarm  was  given  between 
eight  and  nine  p.  m.  To  Oakland  it  was 
sent  a  few  seconds  later.  The  block  from 
which  flames  were  soon  bursting  out  in 
its  very  center,  was  located  on  the  main 
street  of  the  place,  and  was  built  up  of  all 
frame  buildings.  It  was  flanked  on  the 
north  side  and  on  the  south  side  by  the 
two  principal  business  blocks  of  the 
town,  which  were  also  built  up  of  wood. 
The  local  hose  company  hitched  on  to 
the  most  available  hydrant  all  right,  but 
the  boys  were  over  zealous  in  their  efforts 
to  subdue  the  flames  unaided.  They  had 
not  counted  on  the  hose  itself  catching 
fire;  but  burn  it  did,  behind  them,  and 
they  abandoned  it  and  fled.     The  bucket 


brigade  roused  the  druggist  aci-oss  the 
street,  but  he  had  no  key  for  the  small 
hydrant  in  front  of  his  door,  and  more- 
over seemed  indifferent  to  the  fate  of  the 
whole  town.  He  is  not  doing  business 
there  now.  The  Oakland  fire  department 
arrived'  in  time  to  save  the  coalrpile.  A 
fire  engine  station  is  to  be  established  in 
this  annex. 


Home   and    Foreign  Fire   Business  of   British 
Offices. 

The  Finance  Chronicle  of  London,  publishes  the 
following  data  as  regards  premium  receipts  of  the 
British  companies,  separating  the  American  from 
the  home  office  (which  includes  all  other  than 
American) : 

HOME  BUSINESS   (DEDUCTING   AMERICAN). 

Royal £1,102,146 

North  British  &  Mercantile 891,860 

Sun 704,962 

Phoenix .  652,394 

Manchester 632,736 

Commercial  Union 608,697 

Norwich  Union 608,694 

Liverpool,  London  «&  Globe 495,686 

London  &  Lancashire 471,797 

Alliance 467,689 

Northern 451,289 

Union 390,746 

Imperial 380,894 

National  (Ireland) 347,961 

Guardian 316,308 

Royal  Exchange 300,808 

County 288,926 

Palatine 266,508 

Lancashire 248,,503 

Atlas 245,408 

London 198,421 

Lion 116,623 

Caledonian 108,621 

Scottish  Alliance 107,822 

Law  Union  &  Crown 106,377 

AMERICAN       BUSINESS       (INCLUDING       CANADIAN). 

Liverpool,  London  &  Globe £1,013,352 

Royal 924,407 

North  British  &  Mercantile 554,661 

Commercial  Union 540,997 

Phoenix 535,211 

Scottish  Union  &  National 476,963 

Palatine 457,530 

Lancashire 426,039 

London  &  Lancashire 369,411 

Norwich  Union 352,864 

Sun 316,675 

Manchester 294,685 

Imperial 283,352 

Caledonian 271,114 

Northern 257,901 

Union 235,706 
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London 186,604 

Atlas 170,631 

Royal  Exchange 132,700 

Lion 106,620 

Scottish  Alliance 79,355 

Alliance 69,595 

Guardian 60,166 

Law  Union  &  Crown 53,401 

National  (Ireland) 30,031 


managed."  "The  interests  of  the  policyhold- 
ers are  well  taken  care  of."  "The  records  of 
the  company  are  in  excellent  shape." 

Manager  G.    M.  Stolp  represents  the   Na- 
tional Life  on  this  Coast. 


The  National  Life  Examination. 
The  consulting  actuary  of  the  Minnesota  in- 
surance department,  S.  H.  Wolfe,  has  just 
completed  a  thorough  examination  of  the  con- 
dition and  affairs  of  the  National  Life  Insur- 
ance Company  of  Vermont.  This  is  the  first 
time  that  any  insurance  department,  except 
that  of  Vermont,  has  ever  made  an  examina- 
tion of  the  National  Life,  and  the  Minnesota 
commissioner's  investigation  was  not  less 
thorough  on  that  account. 

Examiner  Wolfe  sums  up  the  company's  con- 
dition as  follows: 

Admitted  assets $17,571,586 

Liabilities 16,109,096 

Surplus !B  1,462,490 

This  shows  a  highly  satisfactory  condition 
of  affairs.  The  examiner  increased  the  re- 
serve by  charging  the  company  on  account  of 
its  extra  dividend  contracts.  He  also  re- 
duced the  value  of  the  real  estate  holdings 
according  to  the  shrinkage  as  determined  by 
the  appraisers. 

The  mortality  experience  is  far  within  the 
tabular  rate.  The  examiner  says  the  "fig- 
ures are  indicative  of  a  wise  and  careful  selec- 
tion of  risks,"  and  that  the  company  is  to  be 
congratulated. 

Of  the  death  claims.  Examiner  Wolfe  says: 
"The  death  claims  are  promptly  paid  and 
with  no  indication  of  any  desire  to  unduly 
contest  or  litigate  the  same." 

The  company's  surrender  account  was  crit- 
ically examined  and  approved,  after  inspect- 
ing every  policy  which  terminated  during  the 
past  year. 

In  the  table  of  distribution  of  business  we 

note  the  following: 

Number.       Amount. 

California 1,093  $2,364,070 

Colorado 153  404.784 

Montana 63  191,500 

Utah 268  588,200 

Washington  . 224  592,098 

Wyoming 24  61,000 

Examiner  Wolfe  is  liberal  in  words  of  praise 

for  the  National  Life   and   its  management. 

He  says,  among  other  complimentary  things: 

"The  company  is  economically  and  efficiently 


Chips. 
— The  Fidelity  Mutual  Life,  of  Philadel- 
phia, will  close   the  year  with  |8r),000,000  in- 
surance in  force. 

— Manager  Dornin  of  the  Pacific  department 
of  the  National  and  Springfield  has  increased 
the  premium  income  of  his  team  of  companies 
in  this  field  about  ten  per  cent. 

— United  States  Managers  Post  of  the  Cale- 
donian and  Young  of  the  Manchester  will 
make  their  usual  visit  to  San  Francisco  soon, 
and  will  probably  be  here  on  December  30. 

— George  Loarts,  who  lately  arrived  on  the 
Coast  from  Iowa,  has  been  appointed  field 
superintendent  for  the  Fidelity  Mutual  Life 
of  Philadelphia,  under  the  direction  of  Man- 
ager Rathbun. 

— Wm.  p.  Haven,  for  the  past  twenty  years 
an  accountant  in  the  ofiBce  of  the  Commercial 
Union  in  San  Francisco,  died  on  Monday,  De- 
cember 17,  of  gastric  fever.  Deceased  leaves 
a  wife  and  children.  He  was  a  son  of  Resi- 
dent Secretary  Chas.  D.  Haven  of  the  Pacific 
department  of  the  Liverpool  &  London  & 
Globe. 

— P.  J.  Hoadlet,  secretary  of  the  agency  de- 
partment of  the  American  Insurance  Company 
of  Newark,  visited  San  Francisco  this  month 
and  arranged  for  the  transfer  of  the  agency 
of  his  company.  He  will  visit  southern  Cal- 
ifornia, where  he  has  a  twenty-aci'e  orange 
orchard.  He  will  return  to  San  Francisco  the 
last  of  the  month.  Secretary  Hoadley  is  per- 
sonally a  very  genial  gentleman,  and  is  an 
underwriter  of  about  a  third  of  a  century's 
experience. 

— J.  H.  ScHivELY,  who  will  succeed  Deputy 
Heifner  of  the  Washington  insurance  depart- 
ment, on  the  15th  of  J&nuary,  is  an  old  news- 
paper man.  He  began  his  newspaper  career 
as  a  compositor,  and  has  been  an  editor  and  a 
proprietor,  and  has  been  identified  with  both 
country  and  city  journalism.  Mr.  Schively 
resides  in  Seattle,  and  is  chairman  of  the 
Republican  state  central  committee.  He  is  a 
broad-minded  gentleman,  and  has  traveled 
extensively.  He  has  visited  India,  South 
America  and  Australia,  as  well  as  more 
familiar  foreign  territory. 
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— Madera,  Cal.  —  The  new  mill  will  be 
equipped  with  automatic  extinguishers. 

— Mannheim,  Dibbern  &  Co.  present  their 
friends  with  an  exceedingly  handsome 
calendar.  The  borders  and  the  figures  are 
reproductions  of  sculpture  work.  The  central 
picture,  framed  and  in  colors,  entitled  "Check," 
is  a  copy  of  a  painting  by  J.  L.  G.  Ferris. 
The  female  figures  on  the  columns  tender  the 
air-ship  and  wireless  telegraphy  to  the  new 
century.  The  shadow  effects  of  the  calendar 
figures  are  specially  noteworthy. 

^In  binding  your  Coast  Reviews  for  1900 — if 
you  do  not  bind  the  advertisements — instruct 
your  binder  to  remove  the  advertising  pages 
and  all  reading  matter  in  the  advertising  de- 
partment. The  purely  insurance  matter  is  all 
included  in  the  regular  reading  pages.  Care 
should  be  taken  in  binding  the  tabular  inserts. 
As  a  matter  of  record  it  might  be  well  to 
order  the  binder  to  include  the  advertising 
pages  of  the  December  number.  Copies  for 
binding  may  be  sent  to  this  office.  We  re- 
place damaged  copies. 

— Death  of  Charles  Watson  Grant. — A  well 
known  insurance  man  passed  away  suddenly 
in  San  Francisco  on  the  morning  of  December 
7.  C.  W.  Grant,  manager  of  the  city  depart- 
ment of  the  Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  Ins. 
Co.,  died  from  heart  disease  while  dressing 
himself.  The  deceased  was  a  brother  of  Gen- 
eral Agent  Tom  C.  Grant  and  General  Agent 
Geo.  F.  Grant.  The  funeral  was  private,  but 
the  entire  staff  of  the  office  attended,  and  the 
office  was  closed  from  10  to  12  out  of  respect 
for  the  memory  of  the  deceased.  Mr.  Grant 
was  58  years  old,  and  was  a  native  of  Charles- 
town,  Mass.  He  leaves  a  widow  and  one 
son  and  two  daughters.  The  insurance  work 
of  Mr.  Grant  began  in  1864  as  a  clerk  in  the 
office  of  the  Pacific  Insurance  Co.  When  its 
business  was  reinsured  by  the  Liverpool  & 
London  &  Globe  Ins.  Co.  in  December,  1871, 
after  the  Chicago  fire,  he  was  employed  by 
the  latter  company.  For  thirty  years,  lacking 
a  few  days,  therefore,  he  was  employed  by 
the  same  company  in  the  same  office.  Mr. 
Grant  and  Col.  C.  Mason  Kinne  were  very  in- 
timate. They  had  been  fellow  employes  of 
the  old  Pacific,  and  entered  the  service  of  the 
Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  at  the  same  time. 
In  all  these  thirty  odd  years,  Col.  Kinne  says, 
there  was  never  any  harsh  words  between 
them.  The  deceased  was  a  man  of  strict  in- 
tegrity, truthful  and  loyal,  and  of  a  genial 
disposition.  "He  held  his  friends  as  with 
hooks  of  steel." 


— Manager  Turner  got  caught  on  a  jui-y  the 
other  day. 

—Aberdeen,  B.  C— This  cannery  at  this  sta- 
tion had  a  nari-ow  escape  from  destruction, 
Nov.  28. 

—Gasoline  Explosion. — At  San  Pedro,  Cal., 
a  gasoline  stove  exploded,  November  25,  and 
killed  a  veteran  soldier  and  destroyed  the 
building  by  fire. 

—Riverside,  Cal.— J.  E.  Paddock  and  An- 
drew Davis  have  formed  a  co-partnership  in 
the  real  estate  and  insurance  business  under 
the  firm  name  Paddock  &  Davis. 

— Proceedings. — Everett  U.  Crosby,  secreta- 
ry of  the  National  Fire  Protection  Associa- 
tion, favors  us  with  a  copy  of  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Fourth  Annual  Meeting.  It  is  a  book 
of  214  pages. 

— R.  J.  Smith,  secretary  of  the  Traders,  has 
Bright's  disease  and  is  also  suffering  from  the 
effects  of  a  fall.  It  is  not  probable  that  he 
will  ever  again  resume  active  control  of  the 
affairs  of  the  company. 

— Henry  Perrin,  of  Michigan,  father  of  Man- 
ager Perrin  of  the  Washington  Life,  is  visit- 
ing California,  and  will  spend  the  winter  in 
that  balmy  state.  Mr.  Perrin  Sr.  has  just 
returned  from  a  year's  tour  of  Europe. 

— General  Agent  Tyson  has  resigned  the 
general  agency  of  the  Boston  (formerly  the 
Boston  Marine).  The  Coast  business  of  the 
companj'  has  been  reinsured  by  the  German- 
American.  It  is  not  improbable  that  the  Bos- 
ton will  retire  from  the  Coast,  though  it  has 
made  money  in  this  field  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Mr.  Tyson. 

— An  Oakland  local,  Harry  Thomas,  has  been 
traveling  the  pace,  and  is  pronounced  "a 
wreck."  His  companies  are  trying  to  "find 
out  where  they  are  at."  It  is  said  that  he 
wrote  three-year  policies  and  reported  them 
as  one-year.  Thomas  is  a  son  of  ex-Mayor 
Thomas.  The  amount  of  the  young  man's 
shortage  is  not  known. 

— Salt  Lake  Agency  Changes. — The  general 
agency  of  the  Fidelity  &  Casualty  Insurance 
Company  of  New  York  for  the  state  of  Utah, 
has  been  given  to  the  Wilson-Sherman  com- 
pany. This  is  one  of  the  companies  taken 
away  from  P.  J.  Conway  because  of  the 
recent  exposures.  The  other  companies  held 
here  by  Conwaj',  the  St.  Paul,  has  been 
given  to  E.  W.  Center  and  the  Atlas  to 
Jay  Rogers. ^Salt  Lake  paper. 
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—The  Pkovident  SAviNiis  Life  has  been  re- 
licensed  in  Texas. 

—New  Youk  fire  underwriters  will  organize 
a  social  organization. 

—The  Southern  Pacific  Railway's  plan  to  in- 
sure its  members  is  not  dead  but  sleeping. 
The  company  wants  it  accepted. 

—Nelson,  B.  C— The  fire  chief  has  been  re- 
moved by  the  mayor.  Politics !  The  mayoi', 
however,  cannot  appoint  a  fire  chief. 
— The  Imperial  Fire  Ins.  Co.  of  Kyoto,  Japan, 
has  been  "suspended"  by  order  of  the  imperial 
government,  as  the  result  of  an  official  exam- 
ination. The  Imperial  (Teikoku  Kasa  Hoken 
Kaisha)  has  or  had  165,000  yen  capital. 
— Incexdiary  Fire. — E.  G.  Dorman,  grocer, 
Front  and  Gibbs  streets,  Portland,  says  his 
place  was  set  on  fire  November  26.  Chief 
Campbell  says  the  grocer  told  him  he  had 
two  fires  in  Pueblo,  Colo.  The  grocer  says  he 
was  misunderstood. 

—Deputy  Insurance  Commissioner  Rhorer 
will  on  December  31  complete  a  quarter-cen- 
tury of  service  with  the  insurance  department 
of  California.  Mr.  Rhorer  has  been  a  faithful 
and  courteous  official,  and  has  discharged  the 
duties  of  his  position  most  efficiently  and  ac- 
ceptably to  all  concerned. 
— Assistant  Manager  J.  M.  Beck  of  the 
Western  department  of  the  Fire  Association 
and  the  Philadelphia  Underwriters,  who  has 
been  in  southern  California  for  some  time,  is 
now  in  Chicago,  where  he  and  other  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Fire  Association  will  meet 
President  Irvin  and  Secretary  Harkness. 
— Decimal  Mutual  Life.^W.  W.  Brown  and 
J.  F.  Riley  have  sued  the  California  state 
treasurer  for  certificates  of  deposit  ($10,000) 
placed  with  that  official  by  the  Decimal  Mu- 
tual Life  Insurance  Co.  of  California,  as  a 
guarantee.  Plaintiffs  say  they  are  the  only 
remaining  members  of  the  concern.  Were  all 
the  others  squeezed  out?  Is  there  a  nigger 
in  the  wood-pile?  Mr.  Brown  and  Mr.  Riley, 
stand  up  and  explain. 

— Watson  &  Taylor,  general  agents  for  the 
British  America  and  the  Western,  is  the 
name  of  a  new  firm,  composed  of  Kenneth 
Watson  and  Churchill  Taylor,  who  succeed 
Davis  &  Watson.  Mr.  Taylor  is  a  well  known 
San  Francisco  business  man.  Mr.  Davis  re- 
tires from  the  firm  to  engage  in  other  busi- 
ness. Messi's.  Watson  &  Taylor  will  continue 
the  business  of  the  agency  at  the  same  loca- 
tion on  Pine  street,  San  Francisco. 


—San  Dieoo,  Cal.— The  mystery  of  the 
Epstein  fire  is  still  the  subject  of  wonder. 
--Otto  Dieckmann,  agent  at  Albuquerque, 
N.  B.,  is  in  California  on  business. 
— In  the  Oregon  legislature  there  are  two  in- 
surance men  from  Portland — M.  E.  Thomp.son 
and  George  L.  Story. 

— The  California  insurance  commissioner  has 
at  last  given  out  the  life  companies'  state- 
ments for  publication. 

— The  Atlas  Assurance  Co's  Pacific  branch 
issues  the  usual  leather-bound  vest-pocket 
diary.  This  year's  book  contains  population 
figures,  in  addition  to  the  usual  valuable  mis- 
cellany. 

—Carson  City,  Nev. — Hume  Yerrington, 
formerly  ex-raayor  and  insurance  agent,  was 
arrested  recently  in  Victoria,  B.  C,  on  a 
charge  of  stealing  a  pair  of  field  glasses  from' 
a  saloon  around  which  he  had  been  a  lounger. 
— SiLVERTON,  Or. — Benjamin  Wise's  general 
merchandise  store,  in  br.  building  belonging 
to  I.  Benjamin,  was  burned,  December  8. 
Wise,  who  had  insured  his  stock  recently,  is 
suspected  of  being  the  incendiary.  A  search 
was  made  for  him,  and  it  is  said  that  he  is 
now  under  arrest.  The  property  loss  was 
$10,000. 

— Salt  Lake. — Regents  of  the  state  univer- 
sity accepted  a  non-board  bid  of  $1 ;  the  board 
rate  is  $1.65.  Board  companies  then  offered 
to  insure  the  risk  at  50c.  The  regents  there- 
upon canceled  the  non-board  policies  and  ac- 
cepted the  board  companies'  offer.  The 
amount  of  the  insurance  is  181,000,  and  the 
time  covered  at  the  cut  rate  is  three  years. 
— An  unlovely  white  bulldog,  scarred  with 
battle,  helped  to  save  a  stable  full  of  horses 
and  mules  from  burning  to  death  yesterday 
forenoon.  The  beasts  were  dazed  and  panic 
stricken  by  the  fire  and  it  was  difficult  to  do 
anything  with  the  animals,  especially  the 
mules.  The  white  bulldog  who  has  a  general 
roving  commission  to  chew  anything  that 
comes  into  the  corral,  began  to  take  an  inter- 
est in  the  proceedings,  when  the  men  were 
dashing  into  the  stalls  and  tugging  at  the 
bridles  of  .the  frightened  animals.  One  of  the 
mules  would  not  budge  out  of  the  stall,  until 
suddenly  the  bulldog  came  dashing  across  the 
yai'd  with  little  short  bounds  and  grabbed 
him  enthusiastically  by  one  of  the  hocks. 
Then  the  mule  came  out  on  the  run.  This 
performance  was  repeated  again  and  again, 
and  with  such  effect  that  all  of  the  animals 
were  saved. — Los  Angeles  Times,   Nov.   13. 
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— Leslie  Wkight  arrived  from  New  York 
this  week. 

— Manager  Bertueau  will  report  a  favorable 
year  for  his  department. 

— The  Employers'  Liabilitv  has  increased 
its  business  about  30  per  cent,  in  this  field. 

— Manager  Thomas  Conroy  will  be  able  to 
report  a  low  loss  ratio  for  his  companies  in  this 
field. 

— The  Equitable  Life,  it  is  said,  will  write 
as  much  new  business  this  year  as  last 
(1203,000,000). 

— Secretary  Weinmann  of  the  Fireman's 
Fund,  who  has  been  suffering  from  a  brief 
but  severe  illness,  is  once  more  at  his  desk. 
—Mann  &  Wilson  of  the  Lancashire  have  had 
a  fine  year,  with  increased  premiums,  and  a 
very  low  loss  ratio,  up  to  the  middle  of  Decem- 
ber. 

— The  German-American  will  show  an  in 
crease  in  assets  and  net  surplus.  Both  the 
investment  and  underwriting  departments 
will  be  entitled  to  credit  for  the  gain  in  sur- 
plus. 

—Manager  Wm.  J.  Landers,  of  the  Imperial 
and  Lion,  has  returned  from  his  European 
trip.  He  expresses  himself  as  having  enjoyed 
his  holiday  very  much.  Mr.  Landers's  family 
accompanied  him. 

— The  suit  against  W.  H.  H.  Hart,  San  Fran- 
cisco superior  court,  for  premium  on  policy  on 
mining  property  resulted  in  a  judgment  in 
favor  of  the  insurer  (American  Fire).  The 
directors  of  the  mining  company  said  Presi- 
dent Hart  had  no  authority  to  get  the  policy. 
Judge  Daingerfield  gave  judgment  against 
Hart  for  $3G7.50.  The  name  of  the  mining 
company  which  thus  repudiated  the  insurance 
contract  is  the  San  Justo  Consolidated. 
— The  American  of  Newark,  which  has  long 
been  dissatisfied  with  the  amount  of  business 
it  transacts  in  this  field,  has  established  a  gen- 
eral agency,  as  referred  to  on  another  page. 
It  parts  company  with  its  old  associates,  the 
Manchester  and  Caledonian,  for  business  rea- 
sons only.  The  American's  relations  with 
Manager  Conroy  and  Assistant  Manager 
Brooks,  and  with  the  United  States  manage- 
ment of  its  former  running  mates,  have  al- 
ways been  friendly  and  satisfactoi'y.  The 
American's  secretary  of  the  agency  depart- 
ment, P.  J.  Hoadley,  compliments  Manager 
Conroy  on  his  successful  and  satisfactory 
management  of  the  company's  affairs  in  this 
field. 


—The  Continental,  it  is  said,  has  made  a 
good  deal  of  money  on  farm  business  this 
year. 

— There  is  not  a  little  speculation  as  to  the 
loss  ratios  of  the  non-board  companies  on  the 
Coast. 

— Manager  Rudolph  Herold  Jr.  of  the  Ham- 
burg-Bremen has  a  remarkablj'  low  loss  ratio 
this  j'ear. 

—San  Jose,  Cal.  —  Electric  currents  from 
trolley  wires  have  been  introduced  in  a  num- 
ber of  buildings  in  the  business  district. 

— Manager  Watt  of  the  Royal  and  Queen  has 
increased  the  premium  income  of  his  depart- 
ment, as  compared  with  last  year's  figures. 

—Much  curiosity  is  expressed  as  to  the  prob- 
able successor  of  Dixwell  Hewitt  as  assistant 
manager  of  the  Pacific  department  of  the 
Phoenix  of  Hartford,  under  Manager  Herbert 
Folger. 

— Kilgarif  &  Beaver,  general  agents  for  the 
Pacific  Mutual  Life,  will  be  able  to  report 
12,000,000  of  new  business  this  year.  This 
amount,  we  believe,  is  the  largest  for  Califor- 
nia in  the  history  of  the  company. 

— The  Pacific  department  of  the  Norwich 
Union,  under  Manager  Lowden  and  Assistant 
Manager  Fuller,  has  had  a  very  satisfactory 
year  so  far,  and  will  probably  have  a  loss  ratio 
within  the  average. 

— The  Equitable  Life's  calendar  is  a  pale 
green  oblong  print,  by  M.  B.  de  Monvel  and 
M.  de  Brunoff,  Paris.  Two  kids  entitled  to 
protection  are  playing  on  the  grass.  In  the 
corners  are  pinks;  in  the  background  are  hills 
— perhaps  they  are  mountains  in  France.  The 
date  tree  in  the  foreground  is  of  modest  pro- 
portions. 

— Chosen  Friends. — Cyrus  Clark  has  been 
appointed  receiver  by  an  Indianapolis  court. 
Announcement  of  the  fraternal' s  society's  in- 
solvency came  like  a  clap  of  thunder  from  a 
clear  San  Francisco  sky,  to  the  California 
members  who  do  not  read  the  Coast  Review. 
Several  officials  were  northward  bound,  to  or- 
ganize new  councils  in  the:backwoods,  where 
people  are  crying  for  cheap  insurance.  Quite 
a  number  of  unpaid  claims  are  held  on  this 
Coast ;  among  tliem  two  in  Los  Angeles,  by 
the  families  of  W.  H.  Tuthill  and  L.  A.  Os- 
good. It  is  known  that  there  are  members 
who  have  paid  $1,000  or  more  in  dues  and  as- 
sessments. 
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— FoK  Missing  Numbeus  we  are  indebted  to 
General  Agent  Geo.  C.  Boardman  and  to 
Special  Agent  R.  M.  Thompson.  Many 
thanks. 

— Bakeusfield,  Cal.— The  city  trustees  have 
under  consideration  a  vigorous  protest  against 
granting  permission  for  the  further  construc- 
tion within  the  fire  limitsofw^ooden  buildings 
covered  with  corrugated  ii'on.  Some  of  these 
flimsy  structures  are  on  the  business  streets 
on  lots  leased  for  a  long  time. 

— Portland,  Oh. — Improved  fire  protection  is 
asked  for  Portland.  A  fireboat  is  greatly 
needed,  and  scarcely  less  so  are  two  addi- 
tional lire  engines  and  a  water  tower.  A  re- 
duction of  rates  is  promised  by  the  Board 
when  these  improvements  are  made.  Port- 
land is  now  a  city  of  nearly  100,000  inhab- 
itants, and  its  fire  protection  is  becoming 
antiquated 

— The  Nelson,  B.  C,  Tribune  says:— The 
Miner  says  that  insurance  companies  can 
fasten  on  any  excuse  for  maintaining  the 
"robber  tariff"  that  prevails  now.  Yes;  some 
of  them  are  beginning  to  believe  that  the 
"robbers"  are  not  all  connected  with  the  in- 
surance companies.  Some  of  the  "robbers" 
are  men  that  get  insurance  and  afterwards 
refuse  to  pay  for  it. 

— Sacuamento. — Kromer,  Wiseman  &  Wulft" 
are  dissolving  partnership.  They  represent 
the  Atlas,  Home,  Hamburg-Bremen,  Aachen 
&  Munich  and  Niagara.  Kromer  will  go  it 
alone  hereafter,  and  Wiseman  &  Wulff  will 
continue  in  business  together.  The  com- 
panies have  not  yet  elected  whom  they  will 
retain  as  agents. 

— Owing  to  illness  in  the  family  the  editor  of 
this  paper  deferred  his  European  trip.  For 
the  same  reason  he  gave  up  a  trip  to  the 
Hawaiian  Islands  with  the  Shriners,  after 
paying  fare.  The  reported  seasickness  on 
board  the  rolling  Zealandia  reconciled  him  in 
part  to  this  loss.  The  Shriners  returned  to 
him  more  than  half  the  money  paid  for  the 
excursion  ticket. 

— Edwaud  Bkown  &  Sons  present  an  exceed- 
ingly handsome  Svea  calendar.  A  slate  on 
easel;  a  happy -faced  boy  in  corduroy  knicker- 
bockers, chalk  in  hand  and  wearing  spec- 
tacles like  a  Boston  graduate  of  the  kinder- 
garten ;  and  this  inscription  in  white  on  the 
black  background:  "Mother  says  S-v-e-a 
means  the  same  as  Sweden."  This  is  the 
picture,  and  it  is  a  very  pretty  one. 


— Manager  H.  E.  Wilson  of  the  home  oftice  of 
the  Northern  Assurance  is  making  his  annual 
trip  to  the  United  States. 

— Centeuville,  Cal.— a  midnight  attempt  to 
assassinate  him,  a  death's  head  and  cross  of 
blood  marked  in  ghastly  warning  upon  his 
door  post,  preparation  to  burn  his  home  over 
his  head  and  a  feud  which  has  caused  men  to 
arm  themselves  for  a  deadly  battle  are  among 
the  exciting  incidents  which  Manuel  Correia, 
a  Portuguese  farmer  of  Centerville,  swears 
have  suddenly  cropped  up  to  make  life  a  bur- 
den to  him. 

—The  United  States  Fidelity  &  Guaranty 
Co.  of  Baltimore  has  got  out  a  very  elaborate 
gold-bronze  calendar,  with  eagles,  pillars  and 
portraits.  A  group  of  children  are  depicted 
as  playing  soldier.  The  mascot,  the  red  cross 
and  foi-age  and  sapper  corps  have  not  been 
forgotten.  Robertson  &  Nippert,  31()  Sansome 
street,  San  Francisco,  are  the  general  agents 
for  the  United  States  Fidelity  &  Guaranty 
Co.  This  company,  in  addition  to  its  bond 
and  burglary  business,  has  a  department  of 
guaranteed  attorneys. 

— TuE  fire  ofiices  very  generally  in  San  Fran- 
cisco will  show  an  increase  in  premiums  this 
year,  as  compared  with  last.  Several  oftices 
doing  a  large  business  will  have  a  loss  ratio 
under  35  per  cent,  if  December  losses  are 
light.  They  will  welcome  more  rain.  Oneoflice 
writing  only  a  little  more  than  last  year,  and 
a  good  round  sum  too,  has  a  loss  ratio  of  only 
30  percent.  Other  large  offices,  not  quite  so 
fortunate,  report  a  loss  experience  of  45  per 
cent. ;  and  still  others  have  been  unfortunate 
and  will  have  a  high  loss  ratio.  Present  indi- 
cations point  to  a  total  of  eleven  and  a  quarter 
millions  of  premiums  in  the  Pacific  West  and 
an  average  loss  ratio  of  less  than  45  percent. 

— Los  Angeles.— The  fii-e  commissioners  have 
resolved  to  prohibit  firemen  from  soliciting 
subscriptions  for  any  purpose.— Suburban  fire 
protection  continues  to  be  unsatisfactory.— 
A  young  San  Francisco  manager  recently 
asked  a  question  of  a  fireman,  regarding  fire 
protection.  The  fireman  looked  him  over  con- 
temptuously and  then  coolly  said,  "You  go  to 
h— 11."  When  told  that  his  questioner  was  an 
insurance  man  the  fireman  apologized,  saying, 
"I  took  you  for  a  reporter;  you  see,  these  con- 
founded reporters  write  all  sorts  of  lies  about 
us  and  misquote  us  besides;  but  we  are  al- 
ways glad  to  talk  to  insurance  men  and  give 
them  all  the  information  we  have." 
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— Paul  Nippekt  has  moved  from  his  San 
Leandro  ranch  to  San  Francisco  for  the 
winter. 

— AiiTHUR  BiiowN  of  Edward  Brown  &  Sons, 
was  made  very  happy  the  other  day.  It  is  a 
daughter. 

—Fresno,  Cal. — A  new  ordinance  cuts  out  of 
the  present  fire  limits  the  bloclf  bounded  by 
F,  Fresno  G  and  Mariposa  streets. 

— J.  M.  Hartley  of  San  Diego  has  temporarily 
retired  from  the  insurance  business,  and  is 
engaged  in  building  and  loan  business. 

— Julius  C.  Stein,  superintendent  of  the  in- 
dustrial department  of  the  Pacific  Mutual  at 
Seattle,  visited  San  Francisco  last  week. 

—A  TORNADO  in  Colorado  Springs  blew  down 
a  tree  which  fell  on  E.  T.  Ensign,  a  local 
agent.    His  injuries  may  prove  to  be  fatal. 

— Sandpoint,  Idaho,  lost  its  business  center 
by  fire,  Nov.  27.  Dynamite  was  used  to  save 
the  remainder  of  the  village.  There  appears 
to  have  been  little  or  no  insurance. 

—  "It  is  said  the  insurance  expired  only  a  few 
days  before  the  fire."  And  E.  B.  Ball,  Ander- 
son Valley,  Cal.,  mourns  a  loss  of  $3,000,  the 
value  of  his  two-story  dwelling,  burned  Nov.  4, 

—A.  A.  Allen,  manager  of  the  Los  Angeles 
branch  Northwestern  National,  has  been 
elected  to  the  city  council  of  Los  Angeles 
from  the  sixth  ward.  He  is  the  first  Repub- 
lican elected  from   that  ward  in  eight  years. 

—The  late  Wm.  H.  Cunningham,  manager  of 
the  Western  and  Pacific  departments  of  the 
Fire  Association  and  the  Philadelphia  Under- 
writers, was  appointed  to  the  Western  gen- 
eral agency  of  the  Fire  Association  in  1872, 
and  in  point  of  continuous  service  was  the 
ranking  Chicago  manager. 

—The  Glens  Falls  calendar  gives  a  colored 
print  of  the  "Death  of  Colonel  Ephraim 
Williams,"  which  event  occurred  in  the  Colo- 
nial War,  near  Glens  Falls,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  8, 
1755.  The  artist  has  produced  an  interesting 
picture  full  of  detail  and  suggestion.  The  old 
ttint-lock  musket  is  a  prominent  feature. 

—Arthur  Magill,  Jr.,  has  returned  from  a 
tour  of  the  United  States,  after  an  absence 
of  ten  weeks.  He  has  resigned  his  position  as 
cashier  of  the  Pacific  department  of  the  Phoe- 
nix of  Hartford,  and  will  engage  in  the  oil 
business  in  Kern  county,  Cal.  The  late  Capt. 
A.  E.  Magill  left  both  his  sons  a  handsome 
comijetence. 


— Manager  Conrad  is  visiting  the  East. 

— FKE.SNO,  Cal. — The  oi'dinance  leaving  block 
49  out  of  the  fire  limits  was  defeated. 

^WiSE  &  HiGLET  have  been  appointed  West- 
er t  general  agents  of  the  Hanover  at  Chicago. 

— George  M.  Lyon  of  Ducat  &  Lyon^  Chicago, 
is  in  San  Diego,  Cal.,  where  he  will  spend  the 
winter. 

— TuE  New  Zealand  has  reinsured  the  Mon- 
tana business  of  the  Boston  and  of  the  United 
States  Fire. 

— The  recent  strong  advance  in  securities  of 
all  kinds  in  the  East,  following  the  election, 
will  give  good  tone  to  many  a  weak  surplus 
account. 

— The  St.  Paul  Fire  and  Marine  Insurance 
Company  has  sued  Watson,  Hanford  &  Co., 
who  were  the  company's  agents  at  Seattle, 
for  .$3,872.45,  which  it  had  to  pay  for  the  loss 
of  the  schooner  Hera,  which  the  agents  in- 
sured in  1899  without  first  obtaining  the  ap- 
proval of  the  general  agents,  as  ordered. 

—San  Diego  Fire. — The  planing  mill  and 
several  hundred  feet  of  the  San  D.  Lumber 
Co.  was  burned  on  the  night  of  December  4. 
A  press  dispatch  says  the  fire  department  was 
handicapped  by  a  poor  water  supply  and  could 
do  little  toward  saving  the  mill.  Loss  esti- 
mated at  $15,000,  with  only  $5,000  insurance. 

— The  MERCiLiNTS  of  Newark,  which  operates 
on  the  Coast  under  the  management  of  Wil- 
lard  O.  Wayman,  has  a  number  of  vei'y 
wealthy  men  among  its  stockholders.  They 
have  faith  in  its  future,  and  we  should  not  be 
surprised  if  they  were  to  increase  its  capital 
stock.  The  Merchants  has  a  splendid  agency 
plant. 

— A  number  of  fire  ofiices  have  had  their  net 
surplus  funds  exhausted  by  the  severe  losses 
of  the  past  ten  months.  Some  of  these  un- 
fortunate companies  will  reinsure  a  consider- 
able portion  of  their  business,  and  thereby 
relieve  themselves  of  the  reinsurance  liability 
therefor.  They  will  consequently  be  able  to 
show  a  surplus  on  January  1. 

— The  Union  Mutual  Life's  calendar  is 
attractive.  The  card-board  is  green  with  the 
the  company's  name  in  raised  letters  of  gold. 
The  monthly  leaves  attached  have  appi'opriate 
bits  printed  in  the  white  spaces  above  or 
below.  The  Union  Mutual  was  organized  in 
1848,  and  it  begins  the  new  century  with 
every  sign  of  popularity  and  prosperity. 


The   Coast   Rev>ie\0 


66i 


KXTRA,  DEO.  3,  li)0(). 


—A.  F.  FiTZGEUALD,  local  agent  at  San  Luis 
Obispo,  places  us  under  obligations  for  local 
newspapers  containing  items  of  interest  to 
insurance  men. 

—Joint  M.\.nagers.— The  former  sub-man- 
agers of  the  fire  department  of  the  North 
British  &  IMercantile,  W.  T.  Price  and  J.  M. 
C.  Johnston,  have  been  appointed  joint  man- 
agers, succeeding  Manager  Geo.  H.   Burnett. 

— Wm.  Frank,  of  Managers  Gutte  &  Frank, 
of  the  Magdeburg,  Wilhelma  and  Associated 
Assurance  Companies,  returned  a  few  days 
ago  from  Europe.  Mr.  Frank  was  absent 
sixty-four  days,  and  got  back  just  in  time  to 
celebrate  his  silver  wedding.  He  went  from 
San  Francisco  to  New  York,  and  thence  direct 
to  Germany,  Mr.  Frank  reports  the  exist- 
ence of  uufavoi'able  conditions  in  Europe,  sim- 
ilar to  those  in  this  country,  as  regards  fire 
underwriting.  The  past  year  has  been  un- 
profitable, generally,  losses  being  abnormal. 
European  under writei's,  like  those  of  America, 
are  puzzled  by  the  anomaly  of  excessive  fire 
losses  in  a  period  of  excessive  pi'osperity  ;  and 
their  theory  is  the  same^  to-wit:  that  the  un- 
usual fire  losses  are  caused  by  excessive  busi- 
ness activity,  the  running  of  factories  night 
as  well  as  day,  the  increased  use  of  electricitj', 
and  the  introduction  of  new  chemicals  in  the 
industries. 

— Butler  &  Haldan  Will  Dissolve. — On 
January  1  the  old  general  agency  firm  of  But- 
ler &  Haldan  will  dissolve,  Mr.  Haldan  retir- 
ing. These  gentlemen  represent  the  Phoenix 
of  London,  the  Providence- Washington  of 
Providence,  and  the  Pelican  of  New  York. 
Thus  will  end  a  well  known  firm  who  have 
been  general  agents  for  twenty-one  years, 
and  who  are  well  known  throughout  the 
Pacific  West.  Mr.  Haldan  has  voluntarily 
retired.  The  relations  of  the  members  of  the 
fli'm  have  always  been  very  amicable,  and  to 
no  one  is  Mr.  Haldan's  determination  to  re- 
tire more  of  a  surprise  than  to  Mr.  Butler 
himself.  The  general  agency  is  doing  a  hand- 
some and  profitable  business,  and  will  report 
an  increased  premium  income  for  this  year. 
Mr.  Butler  will  retain  the  companies,  and  on 
January  1  will  take  in  Dixwell  Hewitt  as 
partner.  The  firm  name  of  the  new  general 
agency  will  be  Butler  &  Hewitt.  Mr.  Hewitt, 
as  our  readers  know,  is  at  present  assistant 
manager  of  the  Pacific  department  of  the 
Phoenix  of  Hartford,  under  Manager  Folger. 
The  selection  of  Mr.  H.  as  partner  in  the  gen- 
ei-al  agency  has  been  approved  by  the  United 
States  management. 


—Gordon  &  Frazek  have  been  appointed 
agents  of  the  Traders. 

— PiTTSBUiuj  is  to  have  an  automobile  fire 
engine  weighing  17,000  pounds. 

— The  Western  of  Toronto  has  taken  over  the 
fire  business  of  the  Acme  of  London. 

-The  Preferred  Accident  Ins.  Co.  of  New 
York  has  established  a  department  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland. 

—Ed.  J.  Sexton,  son  of  Uncle  William  and 
special  agent  for  the  National  of  Hartford  in 
the  Denver  field,  is  visiting  San  Francisco. 

— Manager  I.  S.  Blackwelder  of  the  West- 
ern department  of  the  Niagara  succeeds  the 
late  Manager  W.  H.  Cunningham  on  the  gov- 
erning committee  of  the  Western  Union. 

—The  new  Palatine  of  London,  organized  by 
the  Commercial  Union,  will  begin  business  in 
the  United  States  with  the  new  year,  and 
will  take  over  the  business  of  the  old  Pala- 
tine. 

— OoDEN.^Peery's  building,  near  postofflce, 
has  had  its  third  fire  within  a  month,  all  be- 
lieved to  have  been  of  incendiary  origin.  On 
the  night  of  Nov.  14  four  incendiary  attempts 
were  made  in  this  town— the  Peery  building, 
Belknap's  grocery,  Greenwell's  butcher-shop, 
and  the  James  B.  Dee  barn. 

— Gone  East.— Edward  B.  Haldan  left  for  the 
East  yesterday.  It  is  said  that  he  will  visit 
London  before  returning.  Mr.  Haldan's  plans 
for  the  future  are  not  known,  but  it  is  under- 
stood that  at  the  beginning  of  the  new  year 
he  will  establish  a  general  brokerage  busi- 
ness in  San  Francisco,  and  may  accept  a  gen- 
eral agency. 

— False  Rumors. — We  have  run  to  earth  sev- 
eral false  rumors  in  the  past  few  days — 
notably  the  one  which  says  there  is  to  be  "a 
change  satisfactory  to  the  street" — whatever 
that  may  mean— on  January  1.  The  circula- 
tion of  these  groundless  rumors  is  to  be  re- 
gretted, since  they  inevitably  do  more  or  less 
harm. 

— Silas  P.  Wood  has  lost  his  suit  against  the 
^Manchester  for  alleged  breach  of  contract. 
He  was  instrumental  in  turning  over  the 
American  of  New  York  to  the  Manchester, 
and  sued  for  a  large  sum  for  his  services. 
The  supreme  court  of  New  York  has  just 
ruled  that  as  Wood  was  an  officer  of  the  Amer- 
ican he  was  entitled  to  no  fee  or  percentage 
for  his  services. 
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— Chicago. — $5,000,000  is  being  placed  on  the 
McCormick  Harvester  Works  at  a  board 
average  rate  of  45  cents. 

—Carl  A.  Henry,  of  J.  B.  F.  Davis  &  Son,  has 
been  visiting  Sun  agencies  in  Montana  and 
elsewhere  in  the  Pacific  Northwest. 

—Marine.— Everett,  Wash.,  News,  Nov.  34. 
.  Gillis  &  Warner,  shippers  and  importers 
agents  and  custom  house  brokers,  have  locat- 
ed in  the  Westland  &  Stone  building.-  Thej^ 
will  open  a  marine  insurance  oflUce  in  connec- 
tion with  their  business  interests  here. 

— Tacoma,  Nov.  SOxn. — Pire  this  morning 
wiped  out  several  small  factories.  Started  in 
the  "sticker"  room  of  Torkelson's  oil  clothing 
plant.  Thi-ee  explosions  followed  in  quick 
succession.  The  losers  are  the  Puget  Sound 
Dry  Dock  Co.,  Hans  Torkelson  oil  clothing 
plant,  Wm.  Evans  steam  fitting  plant,  Addi- 
son planing  mill,  the  telephone  companj' ,  etc. 
Insurance  loss  about  $15,000,  property  loss 
about  g40,000. 

— Jewell  &  Barney  is  the  name  of  a  new  life 
insurance  firm,  composed  of  two  energetic 
young  men  who  ai-e  to  the  insurance  manner 
born,  namely,  J.  Fi-ank  Jewell  and  C.  R. 
Barney.  They  will  represent  the  Union  Mu- 
tual Life,  under  General  Agent  Leavitt. 
Mr.  Jewell  has  long  been  in  the  employ  of  the 
general  agency.  Mr.  Barney  is  a  son  of  C.  S. 
Barney,  a  well  known  local  agent  at  San 
Rafael.  We  predict  that  Messrs.  Jewell  & 
Barney  will  write  a  good  deal  of  business  for 
their  excellent  company,  the  Union  Mutual 
Life. 

— H.  McD.  Spencer  Resigns. — State  Agent 
H.  McD.  Spencer,  who  has  represented  the 
Phenix  of  Brooklyn  since  it  resumed  writing 
on  this  Coast,  in  April,  1899,  has  resigned. 
His  territory  is  California,  Oregon,  Washing- 
ton and  British  Columbia,  and  it  was  at  his 
solicitation  that  the  latter  was  added  to  the 
original  three  states.  Mr.  Spencer  has  made 
a  success  of  his  state  agency,  both  in  volume 
of  premiums  and  in  the  moderateness  of  his 
loss  ratio.  Geo.  J.  Wellington,  manager  of  the 
Metropolitan  district,  has  been  appointed 
state  agent  pro  tem.  A  representative  of  the 
Phenix  will  visit  San  Francisco  soon  and  ap- 
point a  successor  to  State  Agent  Spencer. 
The  Coast  agency  of  the  Phenix  reports  to 
General  Agent  Lenehan  of  the  Western  de- 
partment at  Chicago.  "There  are  sevei-al 
candidates  for  the  nomination." 


— The  Pacific  Surety  Co.  of  San  Francisco 
has  established  a  plate  glass  department  in 
Chicago,  with  Clarencd  E.  Durborow  as  man- 
ager. 

—July  Short. — We  are  short  of  July  Coast 
Reviews.  If  you  can  spare  your  copy,  you 
will  oblige  several  subscribers  who  bind  their 
copies. 

— And  Another  Mutual  Goes. — The  Mari- 
nette (Wis.)  Mutual  Fire  Ins.  Co.  struggled 
along  for  a  year  and  a  half,  but  heavy  losses 
have  put  it  out. 

— Another  Mutual  Fails. — The  Farmers  & 
Breeders  Mutual  Life  Stock  Insurance  Asso- 
ciation of  Kansas  City,  Kan.,  has  been  de- 
clared insolvent  and  ordered  to  "put  up  the 

shutters." 

— The  John  Willis  store  loss  at  Thompson, 
Mon.,  will  be  nearly  §14,000,  on  which  there 
was  onlj'  $4,000  insurance.  Seven  uninsured 
buildings  were  burned.  The  fire,  which  nearly 
destroyed  the  town,  was  started  b}'  amateur 
burglars. 

— Pekin,  III.,  Nov.  22.— Special  to  the  Coast 
Review  by  longest  leased  wire  in  the  world, 
via  Guam  and  Honolulu. — The  breaches  in  the 
walls  were  hastily  repaired,  and  Pekin  is 
once  more  a  forbidden  citj'.  It  is  believed 
the  Boxers  will  sign  a  treaty  of  peace. 

— November  (1899)  Short. — We  are  short  of 
copies  of  the  Coast  Review  for  November  of 
last  j^ear.  Several  subscribers  would  like  a 
copy  of  this  issue.  If  you  do  not  bind,  per- 
haps you  will  favor  these  subscribers  by  send- 
ing us  your  November  number  if  it  can  be 
found. 

— Uriah  Suit. — In  the  case  of  the  Town  of 
Ukiah  V.  Ukiah  Water  &  Improvement  Co., 
mentioned  in  the  November  Coast  Review, 
the  jury  gave  the  municipality  a  verdict. 
The  amount  sued  for  was  $570.75,  for  loss  by 
fire  on  the  night  of  July  16,  1899,  when  the 
water  had  been  turned  off. 

—Still  Another  Mutual  Fails. — This  time 
in  Michigan,  where  the  Home  Mutual  Fire  of 
Standish  has  toppled  over  under  the  load  of 
heavy  losses.  The  policyholders  would  not 
touch  the  pocket  reserve,  and  the  clamoring 
claimants  will  therefore  place  the  little  Mich- 
igander  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver.  The 
weary  claimants  may  recover  the  ofiBce  chairs, 
but  the  receiver  \vill  take  the  rest  of  the 
assets.  ,     . 
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.  — The  little  Hartford  Life  has  cut  commis- 
sions 10  per  cent. 

— "Nat  Jones"  is  in  town.  The  book,  we 
mean — not  the  author. 

— Attention  is  called  to  the  warehouseman 
decision  in  our  legal  department. 

— The  lady  cashier  of  a  life  oflQce  in  Alleghany 
is  under  arrest  on  the  charge  of  embezzling 
$585  of  the  company's  money. 

— Pkesdent  iRviNof  the  Fire  Association  says 
affairs  of  the  Western  department,  under 
Acting  Manager  Bush,  are  running  along 
very  smoothly. 

— The  Minnesota  insurance  department,  ex- 
amining the  National  Life,  allowed  the  com- 
pany $133,677  for  items  on  which  the  company 
claimed  only  $74,734. 

— The  National  Life  was  obliged  to  foreclose 
on  an  electric  light  plant.  It  received  5  per 
cent,  on  the  loan;  now  it  receives  more  than 
10  per  cent,  as  owner. 

— Our  teak's  index  gives  a  good  idea  of  the 
year's  contents.  Companies  are  indexed,  as 
a  rule,  only  when  there  seemed  to  be  occasion 
to  I'efer  to  the  article. 

— The  linotype  hazard  has  provoked  a  good 
deal  of  discussion.  We  are  therefore  pleased 
to  be  able  to  print  this  month  extracts  from 
letters  written  by  the  manufacturers  on  this 
subject. 

—  We  are  indebted  to  General  Agent  Frank, 
who  has  just  returned  from  Europe,  for  a  copy 
of  the  German  acetylene  gas  regulations. 
Mr.  Frank's  translations  have  been  verified 
by  a  chemist. 

—General  Agent  Fred  Beaver,  of  Kilgarif  & 
Beaver  of  the  Pacific  Mutual,  has  returned 
from  Mexico,  where  he  has  been  traveling  for 
the  past  month.  Mr.  B.  now  speaks  Spanish 
quite  fluently. 

— The  Eagle  of  New  York  declines  all  offers; 
the  suitors  are  bidden  to  go  to.  The  directors 
say  the  Eagle  prefers  to  lead  a  single  life  and 
spend  its  own  regular  income.  Henry  Evans 
is  said  to  be  an  ardent  suitor. 

— Portable  Furnace  Blaze. — Los  Angeles, 
Dec.  19. — John  Ryan,  while  engaged  in  re- 
pairing a  roof  in  this  city  this  afternoon,  up- 
set his  portable  furnace,  which  ignited  the 
roof.  While  endeavoring  to  extinguish  the 
flames  Ryan  was  badly  burned  about  the  face, 
arms  and  breast,  and  will  probably  die. 


—Edward  Brown  &  Sons  have  resumed  the 
publication  of  "Rambling  Notes." 

Bi;tte,  Mon.,  is  a  great  life  insurance  town, 
according  to  the  views  of  a  traveling  insurance 
man. 

— Sacramento,  Cal.,  has  advertised  for  bids 
for  a  combination  chemical  engine  and  hose 
wagon. 

— Al  Macpherson,  an  Oakland,  Cal.,  ex-local, 
is  said  to  have  made  $50,000  m  oil,  some  of 
which  he  expects  to  spend  in  Europe. 

— Astoria,  Dec.  14. — Mill  and  contents  of 
Clatskami  Lumber  Co.  a  total  loss.  Large 
amount  of  lumber  in  yards  not  damaged. 

— Pomona,  Cal.— New  hose  (750  ft.)  will  be 
purchased.  Nearly  all  bids  were  SOc,  which 
is  more  than  the  authorities  expected  to  pay. 
— A  16-MONTHS-OLD  BABV  causcd  an  explosion 
,ind  fire  in  Berkeley,  Cal.,  by  pulling  over  a 
coal-oil  stove.  The  infant  was  di'agged  away 
unhurt. 

— The  great  Prescott  conflagration  wiped  out 
contingent  profits  and  sent  the  average  loss 
ratio  of  more  than  one  company  well  beyond 
50  per  cent. 

— Fire  offices  doing  a  large  business  in  Ari- 
zona will  generally  have  larger  loss  ratios  in 
their  Pacific  departments  this  year,  as  com- 
pared with  last  year. 

— Electricity  from  TrolleyjWires. — A  num- 
ber of  stores  in  San  Jose,  Cal.,  are  taking 
electricitj'  fi'om  street-car  trolley  wires.  The 
voltage  is  tremendous  and  the  danger  to  life 
and  property  is  great.  The  ordinances  pro- 
hibit the  taking  of  electricity  from  the  trol- 
ley wires,  and  it  is  therefore  proposed  to  re- 
peal the  ordinances.  The  street-car  company 
offers  the  electricity  at  about  a  third  less  rate 
than  the  duly  authorized  light  and  power 
companies  which  furnish  a  smaller  and  safer 
voltage.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  street- 
car franchise  permits  the  sale  of  electricity. 
National  Board  rules  prohibit  the  taking  of 
the  current  from  trolley  wires.  The  objec- 
tion is  the  high  voltage.  If  the  current  can- 
not readily  work  its  way  back  to  the  power- 
house, through  wires  and  water-pipes  and 
gas  pipes  and  the  ground,  it  instantly  de- 
velops a  tremendous  heat  and  forms  a  blazing 
arch,  leaping  from  pipe  to  pipe  and  reducing 
iron  to  ashes.  It  will  burn  a  hole  through  a 
gas-pipe  and  ignite  the  escaping  gas.  Many 
fires  are  started  in  this  way,  and  it  is  possible 
that  explosions  of  chemicals  are  also  caused 
by  electricity. 
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— GciLTT. — Los  Angeles,  Dec.  13. — Jury  in  the 
embezzlement  case  against  John  H.  Coxe,  real 
estate  and  insurance  agent,  found  him  guilty. 
The  sum  embezzled  was  fixed  at  $200. 

—Montana.— $58,927  fees  collected  from  the 
insurance  companies  during  the  past  fiscal 
year;  1,687  agents'  licenses  were  issued  at  $5 
apiece.  The  expenses  of  the  department  were 
small. 

— The  safe  of  the  ofiice  of  the  Fidelity  Mutual 
Life  in  San  Francisco  was  robbed  December 
14.  The  cashier  neglected  to  turn  the  combi- 
nation when  he  went  out  to  lunch.  The 
amount  taken  was  $175. 

— E.  A.  Freeman,  formerly  district  attorney 
of  Amador  county,  Cal. ,  and  now  representing 
the  Fidelity  Mutual  Life  of  Philadelphia,  has 
been  visiting  San  Francisco,  and  as  usual  has 
not  been  idle,  but  has  turned  in  to  Manager 
Rathbun  a  nice  line  of  business. 

— The  moral  hazard  of  the  property  of  a 
divorced  woman  is  not  always  good,  for  a 
vicious  husband  has  been  known,  more  than 
once,  to  seek  revenge  by  firing  the  "grass 
widow's"  home  or  barn  or  other  insured  risk. 
A  recent  case  at  Helena,  Mont.,  is  to  the 
point.  The  house  of  Mrs.  J.  E.  Lapsley,  ."bSl 
West  Main  st.,  was  set  on  fire.  She  insists 
that  her  ex-husband,  John  Miller,  set  the 
house  on  fire. 
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There  Should  Be  More  Life  Insurance  Go's  .  .  .  428 
Three  Per  Cent.  Interest  Basis  Companies  ...    24 

Tontine  Savings  Association  (The) 539 

Tontine  Dividends, 561  .  Tontine  Accident  .  .  .634 
Travelers  Ins.  Go.  (The)  Sued  in  San  Francisco  318 
Travelers  Ins.  Co.  Altering  Terms  of  Policies  .  336 
Travelers  Ins.  Co.  Acci.  Busin'ss  Not  Increasing  340 
Travelers  Ins.  Co.,  Decline  of,  372  .  Lagging  .  .634 
Union  Casualty  Go.  New  Accident   Policy    .  Ill,  636 

Union  Casualty  Co.  Health  Policy 600 

Union  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co 149.  336,  400 

United  Brethren  Mut.  Aid  Society 518 

U.  S.  Casualty  Co.  Discontinues  Business  in  Cal.  64 

U.  S.  Fidelity  &  Guaranty  Co 76 

U.  S.  Life  Insurance  Co 259 

U.  S.  Mutual  Accident  Asses.smeiit 40,476 

Verification  of  Cash,  Fidelity  Policy 352 

Vermont  Life  Ins.  Co.  In-etrievably  Insolvent  .  402 
Victim  of  the  International  Indemnity  Co.  .  .  .  570 
Violent  Deaths  in  Great  Britain  and  Colonies  .  464 

Vital  Statistics  in  Ireland     307 

Waiver  by  Insuring  Company 131 

Washington  Life 646 

Woodmen  of  the  World,  Nebraska 318 

Woodmen  of  the  World,  License  Refused  ....  242 

Wolfsohn  Mystery 37,  54 

Woman  as  a  Life  Insurance  Solicitor 61 

World'sMoney  Centre  (The) 529 


The  Coast  Review  Manual. 


A  few  expressions  of  praise  in  its  favor: 

I  could  not  well  do  without  it. 

I  find  within  its  pages  a  vast  amount  of 
useful  information. 

Contains  information  not  to  be  obtained 
from  any  other  source. 

I  have  never  seen  any  other  manual  that 
would  give  the  local  agent  as  much  intelli- 
gent aid. 


IS  iS  iS  i:^  ^^  iS 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMEXT 


gggggg 


■       I  I     I    r^      r         vl    I'?surance  Corrppang 

\^M    \^      I     V    I     ^  -L    ^  Of  America.  N.  Y. 


Assets, 
Surplus, 

J.  A.  MACDONALD,  President, 


$4,668,341.00 
2,323,975.00 

GEO.  W.  BURCHELL,  Secretary. 


ROLLA  V.  WATT,  Pacific  Coast  Manager 

JOHN   T.   FOGARTY,   Superintendent  of  Agencies. 
ROYAL  INSURANCE  BUILDING  corner  Pine  and  Sansome  Streets,  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

SPECIAL  AGENTS  and  ADJUSTERS  ROYAL  and  QUEEN  INSURANCE  COMPANIES. 
FRAWK  M.  GILCRE3T,  Central  California.  H.  R.  BURKE,  Washington  and  Montana. 

WILLIAM  MARIS,  Northern  California,  Nevada  and  Utah.     J.  0.  THOMAS,  Ore8:on  and  Idaho. 
J.  K.  URMSTON,  Southern  California,  Arizona  and  New  Mexico. 


ASSETS, 

Surplus,  (Net) 
Losses  Paid,  over 


$  53,281,824  89 

15,196,543  33 

117,000,000  00 


Transacts  Largest   FIRE    Insurance    Busi- 
ness of  any  Company  in  the  World. 


CHARLES  ALCOCK,   Manager, 


F.  J.  KINGSLEY,  SuB-MANAGER, 


LIVERPOOL,  England. 


DEPARTMENT  OFFICES: 

Boston,    New  York,    Philadelphia,    Chicago,    Louisville, 

San  Francisco. 

Agencies  in  all  principal  Cities  and  Towns. 


Royal 

INSURANCE 

Company. 


ROLLA    V,   WATTj    Pacific  Coast    Manager, 

JOHN   T.    FOGARTY,  Superintendent  of  Agencies. 
ROYAL  INSURANCE  BUILDING  corner  Pine  and  Sansome  Streets,  SAN  FRANCISCO. 
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f^f^j^f^f^j^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTrSINC  DEPARTMENT  ^^S?^^^ 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT 


AMERICAN  CENTRAL 

Insurance  Company  of  St.  Louis 

EMahliBhed  1S53 

Assets,  -  ~  $  1,941,324.10 

Losses  Paid,  -  -  10,429,444.42 

TBRRJTOR  V.- 
California, Oregon,  Washington,  Montana,  Idaho,  Utah,  Nevada  and  Arizona 


ST.  PAUL 


F.  &  M.  Insurance  Company  of  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Established  1865 

Assets,  -  -  -  $  2,450,629.11 

Losses  Paid,  _  _  _  16,586,620.70 

territory: 
California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Montana,  Idaho,  Utah,  Nevada  and  Arizona 


Lloyds  Plate  Glass 

Insurance  Company  of  New  York 

Assets,  -  -  -  -    $  736,016.74 

Losses  Paid,  _  _  _  1,875,494.33 

s^° Insures  Plate  Glass  Against  Breakage  Only 


CHAS.  CHRISTENSEN,  Manager 

Speciaf  Agents  : 
r^      ^^^rxi.f.ivi       A        1^     Ik*  )  JAMES  C.  CUNNINGHAM,  Spokane,  Wash 

B.  GOODWIN,   Asst    Manager  ernest  c.  johnson,  los  Angeies,  cai. 


OFFICE:  220  Sansome  St.,  S.  F. 


5.  B.  MORSE  ,Portland. 


iSiS^^^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTrSING  DEPARTMENT  &&^^&&^^ 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT 


German  Allianee  Ins.  Ass'n 
Boston  Ins.  Co. 

ASSETS   REPRESENTED,    OVER    TWELVE    MILLIOISS, 
GEORGE    H.   TYSON,    General    Agent, 

4-35   California  Street,  San  Francisco. 
Marine  Department,  :  :  :  R.  J.  TYSON,  Manager. 

TRANSATLANTIC 

Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Hamburg,  Germany. 

ASSETS, .  .$2,913,441  CX) 

LIABILITIES, . 1,078,440  GO 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS, $1,835,001  00 

CASH  ASSETS  IN  U.  S 830,928  00 

V.  CARUS  DRIFFIELD.  Manager.  H.  DANKER.  Ass't  Manager, 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT; 
213    SANSOME    STREET.         -  -  SAN     FRANCISCO. 


^^i§@9§^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 


(CONNECTICUT 


g^t*feg-:g;& 


^ — >^ 

V 


Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Hartford 


.ESTABLISHED   1850.... 


Cash  Capital, $1,000,000.00 

Total  Assets, 3,869,451.75 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,       .         .         .  2,068,839.71 

BENJAMIN  J.  SMITH,  Manager... 

^— ;;;- 411  CaC'ifomia  Street,  San  Francisco 

^]?oyal   Exchange    /\ssurance 

OF    LOAfDOM,    ElVGLJiXD. 
Established  by  Royal  Charter  t720 

Cash  Capital,  #3,446,099.4^.  Surplus  to  Policyholders,  9,027,312.87 
Total  Assets,  ^24,190,724.25 

LOSSES    PAID,    OVER    $185,000,000.00 


Head  Office  United  States,  100  William  St.,  New  York, 

ROBERT  DICKSON,  General  Manager. 


Pacific  Coast  Department,  501   MontgOTnery  St.,  San  Francisco, 

FRANK  W.  DICKSON  )  ,         .  .    ,« 

>  Associate  Mana2:ers 
EDWARD  HALL  ) 


:Si^^^^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^S^^S^^ 

ESTABLISHED     1809. 

North  British  &  Mercantile 

INSURANCE    COMPANY 

OF    LONDON     AND     EDINBURGH. 

COMBINED    ASSETS,        ....        $70,^2^,67^  00 

Authorized   Capital $15,000,000  OO 

Net  Fire  Assets 19,169,812  OO 

Invested  in  America  for  benefit  of  United 

States  Policyholders 4-, 380,505  OO 

Yearly    Inco.ne    {Fire  only)    over 7,s500,000  OO 

Pacific  Department,    2J2    Pine   Street,  :  :  :  San  Francisco 

TOM    C.    GRANT, 

General  Agent. 


Voss,  Conrad  &  Co., 

GENERAL   AGENTS, 

NEW  YORK,  CHICAGO,  SAN  FRANCISCO, 

43  Cedar  Street,  155  La  Salle  Street.  204-208  Sansome  Street. 


THURINQIA  , 

Insurance  Company 

of  Germany. 

FRANKFORT        ^    .      ^    ^    *     ^  p.  .   r, 

/"  Marine,  Accident  and  Plate  Glass 

Insurance  Co. 

of  Germany. 

THURINGIA   AMERICAN  ^.     , 

Fire  Insurance  Co. 

of  New  York. 

FRANKFORT  AMERICAN  . 

Insurance  Co. 

of  New  York. 

Fire,  Marine,    Individual  Accident,  Plate  Glass,  Steam  Boiler,  Employer's 
Liability,  and  Elevator  Insurance. 


t^f^f^f^j^f^  COAST  REy/ElV  Ani-EKT/S/NC  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 

Established   1853  Capital,  $2,250,000.00 

The  THURINGIA... 


INSURANCE    COMPANY 

OF   ERFURT,  GERMANY 


Assets,  $1 1,505,187.81.         -         -        Cash  and  Capital  Reserve,  $1,852,250.57. 

Deposited  in  the  United  States  for  the  benefit  of  American 

Policyholders,  $250,000  in  U".  S.  Bonds. 

F.  G.  VOSS,  United  States  Manager,  New  York. 


V05S,  CONRAD  <&  C0«,  Mamaigers 

PACIFIC    DEPJiRTMENT 

204-208  Sansome  Street  _         _        _  San  Francisco^  Cal. 

Tl FRANKFORT 

Marimie,  Acdderat,  -amid   Pilate  Olass  InsMrance  Compamiy 


OF  FRANKFORT  ON  THE    MAIN,  GERMANY. 
Established  1865. 


CAPITAL    -    $1,250,000.00 


r~ — ~ 

ASSETSo 

Bonds,  Mortgages,  and  Real  Estate • $1,138,034  43 

Cask  on  baud  and  in  banks, 195,218  19 

Premiums  in  course  of  collection, 320,0(JS  87 

Guaranteed  Capital, 937,500  00 

LIABILITIES.  $2,590,821  49 

Reserve  for  Outstanding  Claims  and  Reinsurance, $507,741  49         / 

Capital  Paid  Up, 312,500  00 

Ail  other  Liabilities, 418,888  43 

Cash  and  Capital  Surplus, 1.351,691  57 

$2,590,821   49 

UNITED  STATES  BRANCH. 

Gross  Assets, $736,175.70 

Surplus,  including  deposits  in  Massachusetts  for  protection  of  American 

Policyholders,     24;).206.84 

The  Whole  Resources  of  the  Company  are  Pledged  on  every  Policy  Contract. 

VOSS,  CONRAD  &  Co.,  flanagers, 

204=208  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


i:^  i^  iS  i^  i^  i^ 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


1792 


1900 


INSURANCE  CO  OF  NORTH  AMERICA 


FOUNDED 


CASH  CAPITAL 

$3,000,000,00 

POLICYHOLDERS'    SURPLUS 

$4,696,780.55 


ASSETS  JANUARY  1    1900. 

$9,230,684.26 


NET  SURPLUS 


$1,696,780.55 


^5Ay 


oo- 


'^^P/TAL.  $3.000.O 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

OLDEST    STOCK    FIRE    INSURANCE    COMPANY    IN     THE     UNITED     STATES. 


Losses  Paid  Since  Org-aiiization,  $100,277,157.00 

Po/-ifi/-     P»t>r>r>i-+m^n  +  '       Califorttia.     Oregon'.     Washington,    Montana,     Nevada,     Idaho^ 
rdClUC     LJepdrilllflU.  Arizotia,    Utah,  Alaska,   British   Columbia  and  Hawaii. 

Office  412  California  St.,  San  Francisco 

JAMES     D.     BAILEY3    General  Agent. 


J.  K.  HAMILTON, 
C.  0.  SCOTT, 
A.  E.  BAILEY, 


Special  Apeiits. 


Every  printing  office  in  Paris  is  fixed 
to  furnish  posters  of  greater  or  lesser 
degree.  White  paper  is  monopolized  by 
the  government;  the  citizen  has  his  choice 
of  the  colors.  In  many  cases  he  must 
affix  a  revenue-stamp,  properly  canceled, 
to  each  poster  before  it  can  be  hung. 
Not  only  is  he  taxed  for  the  little  adver- 
tising he  does,  but  foi*  everything  else. 
He  pays  a  tax  when  born,  when  married, 
when  he  dies,  and  for  every  act  between. 
Some  years  ago  his  deputies  and  senators 
labored  two  weeks  in  an  effort  to  find 
something  new  to  tax  and  discovered  that 
they  had  overlooked  the  entrances  and 
exits  to  and  from  his  house,  and  the  air 
and  light  of  heaven  used  therein.  He 
now  pays  for  the  use  of  these  in  doors  and 
windows. 

Should  sandwichmen  ride  on  om- 
nibuses— for  the  purposes  of  advertise- 
ment? asks  the  Pall  Mall  Gazette.  This 
is  a  question  which  is  concerning  Paris 
just  now.  It  seems  an  enterprising 
American  firm  has  been  sending  out  sand- 
wichmen to  ride  on  the  'buses.  The 
reclames  are  dressed  in  blue  smock  and 
(Uip,  and  bear  upon  their  breasts  a  huge 
board,  upon  which  is  printed  a  black  let- 
ter, visible  at  a  great  distance.  The 
human  blocks  are  so  sorted  out  as  to  foi-m 
a  word,  the  name  of  a  particular  fabrica 


tion.  Paris  wants  to  know  whether  the 
'"hommes-sandwiches"  ought  to  be  allow- 
ed to  monopolize  the  imperiales  to  the 
detriment  of  the  work-people  who  want  to 
travel  homewards  or  to  their  work,  as  the 
case  may  be.  The  roof  of  the  Odeon- 
Clichy  'bus  becomes  filled  with  these  peo- 
ple, and  the  working  class  passenger,  to 
whom  the  trifie  extra  for  an  inside  place  is 
of  considerable  moment,  is  forced  to  wait 
for  another  vehicle,  all  because  of  a  crea- 
ture who  has  no  particular  errand.  Pre- 
sumably there  is  no  remedy;  a  man  pays 
his  fare  and  must  be  carried. — Printers' 
Ink. 

Coffee  for  Firemen. — The  firemen 
of  Cortland,  N.  Y.,  are  rejoicing  over 
the  present  of  a  piece  of  apparatus  that 
might  well  form  a  part  of  the  equip- 
ment in  many  another  fire  department. 
A  forty-quart  coffee  tank  mounted  on 
wheels  has  been  presented  by  the  local 
Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union  to 
the  firemen. 

Detroit  has  just  adopted  standard 
(or  railroad)  time,  which  is  twenty-eight 
minutes  slower  than  sun  time  in  that  city. 
There  was  much  opposition.  One  mem- 
ber referred  to  city  time  as  "God'stime,  " 
and  almost  wept  because  of  the  adoption 
of  standard  time. 


^^^i§^^  ^^^"^^^  A-i^r/V/s/F  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 

HOME  MUTUAL 

INSURANCE  COMPANY 

(Stock  Company  Incorporated  1864)  OF    CALIFORNIA 

Financial    Standing  of  the  Company  January  1,  1900  : 

Assets $  965.559  34 

Liabilities     319,630  99 

Surplus  Funds  for  Policyholders $6J5,928  35 

Capital  (  fully  paid  in  gold  coin  ) 300,000  00 

Net  Surplus  over  Capital  and  all  Liabilities $3J5,928  35 

HOME  OFFICE:     Company's  Building,    318  California  Street,  SAN  FRANCISCO 

WM.  J.  BUTTON.  Pres.,  F.  W.  LOUGEE,  Vice-Pres.,  STEPHEN  D.  IVES,  Secy., 

FRANKLIN  BA.NGS,  Ass't  Secy.  GEO.  STEEL,  Marine  Secy. 

THE  RECENT  EXPANSION        ^ 

Of  our  business  has  given  us  some  very  valuable  territory,  for  \vhich  we  are  desirous  of 
securing  first-class  representatives. 

In  addition  to  tiiese  openings,  ^ve  tiave  a  few  others  equally  as  excellent  lor  agents  ol  the 
required  ability. 

In  order  to  accomplish  the  plans  before  us,  we  are  issuing,  FOR  THE  PRESENT,  THE 
MOST  LIBERAL  AGENCY  CONTRACTS  WE  HAVE  OFFERED  FOR  YEARS. 

Only  good  workers  of  unquestioned  standing'  are'  solicited  to  correspond  with 

GEO.  A.  RATHBUN,    General  Manager,  ALEX.     McKNIGHT,     Vice-PrCS. , 

Rooms  1 ,  2  and  3,  Fifth  Floor,  .     .   .^        ■  /- 

Mills  Buiidins,  San  Francisco.        The    Fidelity    Mutual    Life    Insurance    Co., 
L.  Q.  FOUSE,  President.  PHILADELPHIA. 


Liberal  Contract 


can  be  made 
with  established 


Old  Line  Life 


Insurance  Company 
for 


Local  or  Special 
Agency. 


Address  "C," 

Care  of  Coast  Review. 


Germania  Fire 


Insurance 
Company 


OF    NEW    YORK 

ORGANIZED    IN    1869 


/«> 


Cash  Capital, 
ITet  Snrplas, 
Total  Assets, 


$1,000,000.00 
2,101,402.85 
4,816,870.01 


W:   H.    BREEDING,   Manager 

Offices  in  Safe  Deposit  Building,  San  Francisco 


There  has  been  a  tremendous  gain  in 
goods  expofted  from  the  United  States. 

The   United   States   treasury  now  has 


$257,876,329  gold  coin  and  $425,544,000  in 
silver  dollars.  It  also  has  $5,280,771  sil- 
ver dollars  of  1890  and  $57,664,228  silver 
bullion  of  1890. 


iS^^^^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  S^S^^^S^^ 


FIRE 


MARINE, 


Commercial  Union 

Assurance  Company,  Ltd. 

Of  LONDON,  England 


Pacific  Coast  Branch,  Alliance  Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San   Francisco. 


Subscribed  Capital, 

Paid-up  Capital, 

Total  Cash  Assets,  Gold, 


$12,500,000 

1,250,000 

25,859,506 


Total  Liabilities,  incl.  re-insur.  $18,359,883 
Cash  Surplus  to  Policyholders,  -  7,499,622 
Total  Amount  of  Claims  Paid,       101,617,850 


Assets  in  the  United  Statts  held  by  Trustees,        -     $3,805,382.00 

AH  Losses  on  the  Pacific   Coast  Promptly  Paia  through  the  Branch  Office  at 
Alliance  Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

C.  F.  MULLINS,  Manager. 

E.  T.  NIEBLINQ,  Assistant  Manager, 


Alliance 


Assurance 
Company 


OF     LONDON,    ENGLAND 

• Established  1824. 


Pacific  Coast  Branch,  Alliance  Building;,  416-418  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


Statement  of  1st  January,  1900. 


United  States  Investments. 

Real  Estate  in  San  Francisco  and 


Subscribed  Capital $25,000,000.00  !      Portland $173,171.00 

\  U.  S.  Bonds  in  Oregon  and  N.  Y.     285,000.00 

Cash  Capital  Paid  up 2,750,000.00  j  jvf.  y.  City  Bonds 322,500.00 

-,    -,    r^  1  Deposited  in  Banks 44,928.00 

Invested  and  Cash  Assets  .    .    .    ■  ^^^^^'^^^ '5>^  ]  m^t\!i2.neom  Asse\s 38,313.00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders 5,504,074.20  j         Total $863,912.00 


All  Losses  on  the  Pacific  Coast  Promptly  Paid  through  the  Branch  Office  at 
Alliance  Building,  416-418  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

C.  F.  MULLINS,  Manager. 

E.  T.  NIEBLINQ,  Assistant  Manager. 


i§^^^^^^  COAST  REVIF.n-  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^i^^^^g^ 


AACHEN  &  MUNICH 


Fire  Insurance  Company 


S-o 


Of  AIX  LA  CHAPELLE,  GERMANY 


Estalilisliecl  1«25 


CAPITAL $2,250,000.00 

TOTAL  ASSETS 7,223,243.00 

SURPLUS  TO   POLICYHOLDERS 3»865,895.oo 

Pacific  Coast  Department 

423  California  Street,  -         -         San  Francisco 

CESAR  BERTHEAU,  Manager 


HANOVER  ^  ^  S 


pire  Insurance  Company 


OK    NEIW    YORK 


ORGANIZED    1852- 


«• 


CASH  CAPITAL, 

Assets, 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,  over 


$1,000,000.00 

$3,076,292.00 
1,700,000,00 


«• 


CESAR  BERTHEAU,  Manager 


423  California  Street,  San  Francisco 


'^^f§^^'=§  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 

Statem,e7it  showing  the  standing  of 

The  Manchester  ^txS"^ 

(Organized  1824) 

Capital |io, 000,000  00     I     Cash  Assets   ........  14,837.345  00 

Capital,  paid  up 1,000,000  00     I     Surplus  to  Policyholders    .    .     2,464,080  00 


Statement  showing  the  standing  of  the 


Caledonian 


INSURANCE  COMPANY 

^  ^  of  Edinburgh 

The  Oldest  Scottish  Fire  Office. 

{Organized  1805) 

Capital $5,000,000  00     I     Assets,  over |io,ooo,ooo  00 

Capital,  paid  up 537,50000     I     Surplus  to  Policyholders  .    .      1,879,51000 


Statement  showing  the  standing,  of  the 


cAmerican 


INSURANCE  COMPANY 

^  ^  of  Ne'wark,  N  J. 


Capital,  paid  up |6oo,ooo  00     |      Cash  Assets 1:3,009,951  52 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $2,416,872  46 


Statement  showing  the  standing  of  the 


cAmerican  Fire 


INSURANCE  COMPANY 
^         of  cNjsHU  York 


Capital $400,000  00     I     Cash  Assets $1,245,758  71 

Surplus  to  Policyholder $768,728  39 


Pacific  Department,  323  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 

THOS.  J.  CONROY,  Manager. 

GEO.  W.  BROOKS.  Assistant  Manager. 

BALFOUR,  GUTHRIE  &  CO.,  Pacific  Coast  Directors. 


Special  Agents: 
R.  De  J.Al'PE,  OKO.A.CRUX,  K.  E.  PANABAKER,  .J.  (K  PARRISH^ 

San  Eranrisco.  Portland.  Sacramento.  Denver, 


<S  ^=S  iS  i^  i^  i^ 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


New  England  Mutual  Jt 


. LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Post  Office  Square 

BOSTON,    MASS. 

BENJ.  F.  STEVENS President.    S.  F.  TRULL Secretary. 

ALFRED  D.  FOSTER Vice-President.    WM.  B.  TURNER Asst.  Secretary. 

D.  F.  APPEL,  Superintendent  of  Agencies. 

ASSETS,  January  1,  1900 $29,844,428.03 

LIABILITIES 26,838,656.06 

SURPLUS $2,70S,771A)7 


The  Contriict  is  short,  clear  and  concise,  free  from  all  technical  conditions,  and  without  restrictions 
regarding  residence,  travel,  occupation,  or  suicide,  after  two  years. 

Guaranteed  Values  are  endorsed  on  the  Policy,  and  their  payment  to  the  Insured  is  guaranteed  by 
the  laws  of  Massachusetts. 

Annual  Distribution  of  Surplus  is  declared  by  the  Company,  which  may,  at  the  option  of  the  Insured, 
be  applied  either  to  the  payment  of  the  annual  premiums,  thereby  reducing  the  cost  of  insurance,  or  to  the 
purchase  of  participating  paid-up  additions,  for  which  certificates  will  be  issued,  thereby  tncr^asi?;^  the 
amount  of  insurance  and  future  shares  of  surplus. 

Death  Claims  are  Paid  Immediately  upon  receipt  of  satisfactory  Proof  of  Death,  and  the  amount 
payable  under  the  Policy  will  be  increased  by  the  face  value  of  all  outstanding  additions. 

Pamphlets,  and  rates  for  any  age,  sent  on  application  to  the  Company's  Office,  or  to 

HENRY  K.  FIELD,  General  Agent, 

MILLS  BUILDING,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  GAL. 


^^J^m:-^     FIRE!  '  MARINE 

NEW  ZEALAND 

Imsiuirainc©  Company 

Of  Auckland,   N.  Z. 

UNLIMITED  LIABILITY  OF  SHAREHOLDERS. 

Subscribed  Capital,  $5,000,000  00 

Paid-up  Capital, 1,000.000  00 

^sets, 2,609,055  00 

Assets  in  United  States, .„-,  .-.   _. 

472,674  00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,      .        .        .        .     1,624  227  00 

SS^°  Has  been  underwriting  on  the  Pacific  Coast  over  24  years 

United  States  Branch  Office  in  Company's  Building, 
312  California  Street^       :       San  Francisco, 
W.  P.  THOMAS,  Manager. 


COAST  REl'/Eir  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


A    LEADING    AMERICAN    COMPANY 


1900 


1      I 


1      I 


.lAH.   NICHOLS,  President 

Ji.  J?.  STILLMAN,  V.-P.andSec. 


NATIONAIs^ 


Fire  Insurance  Company 

Of  HARTFORD 


Capital y      -      -      One  Million  Dollars 

ASSETS,      -      -     $4,551,283.55 


GoniDarative  Progress   ,3,, -^--      ---       --- 

Tw6ntu  Years ^^^^ 1,000,000      1,770,303        546,524 

1894 1,000,000  3,597,531  2,430.925 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT : 

409  California  Street,  San  Francisco 


GEO.  D.  DORNIN, 


GEO.  W.  DORNIN, 


Manager 


Ass't  Manager 


SPRINGFIELD^ 


FIRE  and 
MARINE 


Insurance  Company 


Organized  1849 


Of  Springfield,  Mass. 


ASSETS, 


4,906,939.06 


PaciRc  Department,    409  California  Street 


Geo.  D.  DoRNiN, 


Manager 


Geo.  W.  Dornin, 

Ass't  Manager 


COAST  REVIEW  ADrEKT/SING  DEPARTMENT 


LA/N  CASH  IRE 


Insurance  Company 

* OF  MANCHESTER,  England 

GRPITRL,  -  $15,000,000.00 

Assets  Invested  in  the  United  States:  $2,390,390.00 


MANN  &  WILSON 


Managers  Pacific  Department 

N.  E.  Cor.  California  and  Sansome  Sts.,  San  Francisco 


A  Marvelous  Escape.— The  great 
wind  sfconii  vvliich  did  so  much  damage  in 
Tennessee  and  other  Southei-n  states  on 
November  21  blew  through  Buffalo  at  the 
rate  of  90  miles  an  hour.  Fear  was  enter- 
tained for  the  safety  of  the  buildings  of 
the  Pan-American  Exposition  but  they 
are  of  such  substantial  construction  that 
they  sustained  no  special  injury.  The 
only  damage  done  of  any  consequence  was 
to  the  building  in  course  of  erection  on 
the  Midway  for  the  cyclorama  of  Mission- 
ary Ridge.  This  was  at  such  a  stage  of 
construction  that  it  could  not  be  braced 
against  the  storm  and  the  framework  was 
blown  down. 

A  workman  in  the  top  staging  of  the 
big  Horticulture  building  had  a  wonderful 
escape  from  death  when  the  first  gust 
struck  the  grounds.  He  was  working  at 
a  height  of  120  feet  from  the  ground. 
The  wind  lifted  him  from  his  lofty 
perch  like  a  straw.  Death  seemed  his 
certain  fate  when,  grasping  in  his  rapid 
flight  at  anything  which  came  his 
way,  his  hand  touched  a  swaying  rope 
attached  to  a  derrick  which  carries  mate- 
rial from  the  ground  to  the  top  of  the 
building.  Gripping  the  rope  with  the  des- 
peration of  a  dying  man  he  was  carried 
clinging  to  it  far  out  from  the  building. 
To  get  back  was  an  impossibility  with  the 


wind  blowing  him  in  the  opposite  direc- 
tion and  he  feared  he  could  not  cling  long 
enough  to  the  rope  in  that  gale  to  descend 
hand  over  hand,  so  he  slid  the  entire 
length  of  the  rope,  120  feet,  to  the  ground. 
His  hands  were  burned  to  the  bone  and 
the  blood  was  dripping  from  them  when 
he  was  taken  to  the  hospital  on  the 
grounds,  but  his  life  was  saved. 


Seattle's  Building  Record.— The 
building  record  which  Seattle  has  been 
making  during  the  present  year  will  put 
it  in  the  first  rank  of  the  cities  of  the 
country.  When  full  figures  are  compiled, 
it  is  doubtful  whether  any  city  in  the 
United  States  with  a  population  under 
a  half  million  will  lead  Seattle  in  the  ag- 
gregate-of  building  transactions  for  the 
year.  Takinga  single  month,  and  not  the 
most  active  one  by  any  means,  it  is  noted 
that  Seattle,  in  September,  was  sixth 
among  the  cities  of  the  united  States  in 
aggregate  amount  of  building  done,  the 
figures  for  the  six  leading  cities  standing 
as  follows:  New  York,  $5,308,460;  Chicago, 
$2,347,200:  Philadelphia,  $1,384,400:  Pitts- 
burg, $550,650;  Detroit,  $440,000;  Seattle, 
$409,078.  During  October,  Seattle  passed 
the  half-million  dollar  mark.— Post-In- 
telligencer. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


ATLAS 


Assurance  Company 


London,  England. 


Assets,  over 


$10,000,000.00 


PACIFIC     COAST     BRANCH: 

Nos.   309-311   Sansome   Street  San   Francisco. 


BOARD     OF     DIRECTORS: 

GILBERT    PALACHE, 

HENRY   F.   ALLEN, 

GEORGE   A.    NEWHALL. 


FRANK  J.  DEVLIN,  Manager 
T.  H.  PALACHE,  Ass't  Manager 


wcMDv  F.  ALLEN,  Agent,  202  California  Street,  S.  F. 


WM    MANNING, 


SFECIAI^  AaEJ^TS  Jl.JfD  ADifUSTBIiS: 

K.  K.  THOMPSON,  W.  W.  ALVERSON,  W.  W.  CLEVELAND, 


C.  E    SCHLTN(ilIi:YI  E 


•:9^i$Si^i^^i^^!$i$i^Si?S':^S^^S^i^!^i^^^:^i^:^:^^i^i?:^i^Si^i$i^i$i$i$i$S^S^^'^'^S^:^^!^J^ 


f  IN  LINE  WITH  THE  TIME^ 

^  No  opportunity  is  overlooked  for  the  improvement  of 

I  UNION  MUTUAL  POLICIES.    They  are  kept 

I  ThoroMglhifly  Modern  m  PravSIleges 


^ 


OeneSiniely  Protective  iini  Resiuiflts  * 


EXTENDED  INSURANCE  WITHOUT  DEDUCTIONS. 

INCONTESTABILITY  WITHOUT  RESTRICTIONS. 

BOTH  POLICYHOLDERS  AND  AGENTS  FAIRLY  TREATED  ALWAYS 


I  Union  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co. 


Incorporated  1848 

PORTLAND,  MAINE  )( 

FRED  E.  RICHARDS,  President  <!f 

ARTHUR  L.  BATES,  Vice  President  # 

i^s    Exclusive  Territory  may  be  I   \Uxn    C    I  FA\/ITT    Conov;*]  Anpnt  j  419  California  street  \|ji 

^  had  upon  application  to  )    "111.  ^J.   LL/lVll   1,  UOllOl  (Jl   nyollt    f  San  Francisco,  Cat.  ^ 


(fe 


Good  Territory  Ready  for 
Good  Agents 


jSfSjSiSjSjS  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^^^ 

"^^1  /Norwich  Union  Lrr 


—  FIRE  INSURANCE  SOCIETY 


OK    JSSOHWICIl,    ENGI^A1S[L> 

ASSETS $6,562,578.00 

LOSSES   PAID 58,000,000.00 

Pacific    Department ■i 


W.    H.    LOWDEN  Manager, 

J.  L.  FULLER,  Assistant  Manager 
314  CALIFORNIA  STREET  -^  =  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


|®rovider^((^avif^g§  ^i| 


^^§surar^Ge@OGie(cj 


OF"  MEZW  YORK. 

.    Edward  W.  Scott.President. 

Th^^^stOout^kux  rOPl¥-^0\_\CvV\o\JDH.'RS  KUO  f\Ge\s\TS. 

SuCCESOruL    AdCNTS.AND  GXNTl.C  MC  N    SeE  K  iN  C^   Rc  MUN  E  R  AT  I  VE    BuSlNESS     ConNECTiONS, 

MAV   Apply   to  the  Head  OrriCE.ORANvor  The  Society's  General  Agents. 

CARL    C.    GROSS, 

Manager  for  CALIFORNIA  and  NEVADA. 
Rooms  709^13  Claus  Spreckels  Building. 

riarliet  and  Third  Sts.,  San  Francisco. 


iS^i3i3^^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^&^^^ 

fiOMB 

Insurance  Company  of  New  York 

PRINCIPAL   OFFICE 

n9   BROADWAY,  N.  Y. 

Ninety -fourth,  Semi-Annual  Statement 
July,    1900. 

Cash  Capital $3,000,000.00 

Reserve  Premium  Fund  .  .        4,419,734.00 

Reserve  for  Unpaid   Losses  and  Other  Claims 664,535.00 

Net  Surplus .4,797,816.00 

^12,882,086.00 

Surplus  as  regards  Policyholders,     $7,797,816.00 

DANIEL  A.   HEALD,  President. 

JOHN  H.  WASHBURN,  K..      ^      .  -,      ,      AREUNAH  M.  BURTIS,    /  ^ 
ELDRIDGE  G.  SNOW,      j"  ^  ice-i^resiaents.  willi.^\j    H.  CHENEY,  (Secretaries. 

E^H^a/cORREA^'    [-^&st.  Secretaries, -j    FREDERIC  C.   BUSWELL. 

H.  L,.  ROFF,  General  Agent,         .  .        California  and  Nevada, 

A.  G.  RIDLING  and  J.  J.  SHEAHAN,  Special  Agents, 
210  Sansome;  Street,        -        San  Francisco. 

J.  D.  COLEMAN,  General  Agent,     .     Department  Pacific  Northwest. 

JNO.  H.  BURGARD,  Special  Agent, 

250  Stark  Street,         .  .  Portland,  Oregon. 

A.  F.  GARTNER,  Special  Agent  (Lewiston  Block),  Butte,  Montana 

G.  C.  HOLLOWAY,  Special  Agent,       .       .       Eos  Angeles,  California. 

JUNIUS  YOUNG,  Special  Agent,  .       .         Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

HUGH  CRAIG,  Metropolitan  Manager,  |  210  Sansome  Street, 

GEO.  M.  MITCHELL,  City  Agent.        J  San  Francisco. 

Losses  Paid  since   Organization  over  $72,000,000 

FIRE,   LIGHTNING  and  TORNADO  INSURANCE. 
Agencies  in  all  Princiiml  Cities  and  Toicns  in  the  United  States. 


THE  HOME  has  a  well  organized,  competent  and  experienced  force  of  General 
and  Special  Agents  i-esideut  in  the  Pacific  Coast  States,  ensurine  prompt  response  to 
the  ncf^ds  and  reqni-i^ments  of  its  Aeonts  and  tho  insuring:  public,  and  immediate 
attention  to  the  adjustment  and  payment  of  losses. 


f^J^f^f^j^f^  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^S?^^^ 


UNION 


Casualty  and  Surety  Company 

J-     J-     J-     J-     of  St,  Louis, 


Cash  Capital,  $250,000.    Losses  Paid  over  $2,500.000. 
Accident,  Health,  ^nd  Plate  Glass  Insurance 

ciT LOWEST  RMTEs  OM  PLJiTE  SuDeriop  Health  and 

GLJiSS    IlfSURMMCE.  a        ■  i  n    / 

Accident   Policies. 

We   want  Good  Agents  throughout  the  Pacific  Coast.  -^.^-..^^.^^.^^.^^.^^^-w-^^-n.^-^^,-^^^^^-^..^^^ 

W,  LOAIZA  &  CO,,  General  Agents, 
2!6  Sansome  Street,  -  -  -  San    Francisco,    Cal 


8®°^  ESTABLrSHED    IN    1845. 


PRUSSIAN  NATIONAL 

INISURANCE   COMPANY  (of   Germany) 

CAPITAL,        .        .        $2,250,000.00  ^  ASSETS,        .        .        $3,480,433.00 

United  States  Branch  Sin  Dearborn  St.,  Chicago. 
THEO.  W.  LETTON,  Gen'l  Manager  HENRY  J.  HOUGE.  Ass't  Manager 

W,  LOAIZA  &  CO.^     State  Agents,     216  Sansome  St. 

JOHN  A.  PRINSEN,   Special  Agent. 


NIAGARA  FIRE  INSURANCE  CO. 

OF  NEW  YORK. 


HAROLD  HERRICK,   President  GEO.   C.  HOWE,  Vice-President, 

GEO.  W.  DEWEY,  Secretary  H.  F.  G.  WEY,  Ass't  Secretary 

WESTERN    DEPARTMENT,    315    DEARBORN    ST.,    CHICAGO. 

I.  S.  BLACKWELBEB,  Manager  W.  L.  STEELE,  Ass't  Manager 

WALTER  H.  RAYMOND,  General  Agt.  for  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho,  Portland,  Or. 


WALTER  J.  WILSON,  Gen'l  Agent  for  California,  Arizona,  Nevada,  Hawaiian  Islands. 

216    Sansome    Street,  .  .  San  Francisco. 


W.  LOAIZA  &  CO.,   State  Agents,  2I6  Sansome  Street,  S.  F, 


I:S^i^i55^^            COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  ^^^^f^^ 

•  c^'  r-J'  t=^ '  c:-J°  e=J'  iS> ^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

THE  MERCHANTS' 

(  FIRE  )  INSURANCE    COMPANY,  of    Newark,  N.  J. 

Organized  1858. 

Capital .  , $  400,000  00 

Assets .  i,^g8,4i^  oo 

Surplus  to  Policyholders  , 6y4,ggo  oo 

GIRARD 

FIRE    AND    MARINE    INSURANCE    CO.    of  Phila. 
Organized  1853. 


(  FIRE  ) 


Capital ^    ^00,000  00 

Assets 2,ogj,8^g  oo 

Surplus  to  Policyholders gg2,i^}  oo 

UNITED  STATES 

^  ^"^^  '  FIRE  INSURANCE  CO.   OF  New  York. 

Orsanized  1824. 

Capital .  .  .   .  , ^   2jo,ooo  oo 

Assets 741 ,371  00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders ^24  0/2  00 

Marine  Insurance  Co.  lj 

OF    LONDON,  Eng. 
(  MARINE  ) 

Organized  1836. 

Capital  ( ^^,000,000.00 )  Paid-up .     $      goo.ooo  oo 

Assets 6,^24,86^  or 

Surplus  to  Policyholders ^,11^,^61  62 

PACIFIC    DEF'A.RTME:1^T  : 

N.   E.  Cor.  California  and  Sansome  Streets,    San   Francisco. 

G.  W.  McNEAR,  WILLARD  O.  WAYMAN, 

GENERAL  AGENT.  MANAGER. 

'Terkitory    GoVEREE)  : 
Califoknia,    Oregon,  Washington,    Al.vska,    British    Columbia,    Idaho,    Utah,    Montana 

Arizona,    Hawaiian   Islands. 


COAST  RE\'IE\r  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


EDWARD    A.  TEMPLE,   President 


A.  C.  STILSON,  Secretary 


DB.S     MOINES,     IOWA. 

Organized  July  1,  1879 

TWENTY-FIRST   ANNUAL    STATEMENT 

For  the  yedr  lS!)!i.     Published  Jan.  2,  I'Jiio. 


Total  Assets $      3,831,141.31 

In  State  Insurance  Department  .   .  2. 695. 657.42 

Insurance  in  Force     129,366,000.00 

Insurance  in  Force  in  California  .  4.342,000.00 

Total  Paid  Beneficiaries  to  date  .  .   .       4.539,582.07 


Expense  of  Management  per  $1 .000  Ins.,  1899  .   1 .81 

Death  Rate  of  1899 6.62 

Deatli  Losses  Proven  and  Unpaid None 

Bonds  and  Mortgages  Due  and  Unpaid.  .  .  None 

Designated  Depository  Banks 4,007 


G.  F.  WIISK,  State  Agent, 


14  McAllister  street. 


SAN  FRANCISCO. 


The  Only  Companies  having  a  California  Deposit  for  the  Special 
Protection  of  California  Policyholders 


FIRE Wr^TT5l>N     OF  TORONTO, 

MARINE     T  T  EO  1  ElVi'     Incorporated  1853 

Assurance  Company 

Hon.  Geo.  A.  Cox,  Pres.     I    $100,000.00  Deposit 

with  California  State 
Treasurer 


BRITISH  AMERICA 

Assurance    Company 


OF  TORONTO, 

iDcorp.  1833 


J.  J.  Kenney,  Vice-Pres. 


Hon.  Geo.  A.  Cox,  Pres. 
J.  J.  Kenney,  Vice-Pres. 


$100,000.00  Deposit 

with  California  State 
Treasurer 


ASSETS  in  United  States $1,215,253.29 

INCOME  in  United  States,  1899  .   .   .   .       1,148,276.62 
Surplus  in  United  States  Jan.  1,  1899  .  484,872.89 


ASSETS  in  United  States S  1,854,554.94 

INCOME  in  United  States,  1899  .   .   .        1,702,388.97 
Surplus  in  United  States,  Jan.  1, 1900  .  663,087.97 

Losses  paid  in  U.S.  1874  to  1899  inclusive  18,683,418.51 

WESTERN    DEPARTMENT,  Denver,  Colo. 

H.  T.  LAMEY,  Manager. 

DAVIS  &  WATSON,  General  Agents,  322  Pine  St.,  San  Francisco. 

R.  H.  MAGILL,   District  Manager,  1010   Broadway,   Oakland    Gal. 


PHOENIX  MUTUAL 


I     \CC     INSURANCE 
Lire.     COMPANY 

,     Of  HARTFORD,  CONN. 


JONATHAN  B.  BUNCE,  Presi. 
J.  M.  HOLCOMBE,  Vice-Presi. 
CHAS.  H.  LAWRENCE,  Sec'y. 


J.  W.  HICKS 


Manager     Pacific  Department, 
Claus  Spreckels  (Call)    Builciino,   San  Krancisco. 

Two    NEW  CONTRACTS   Just   Issued.        The    Easiest    on   the    Market   to    Sell. 
SMALL  RA  TES I      BIG  ADVANTAGES !    Agents  should  not  fail  to  call  and  Investigate- 


COAST  RE  VIE  IV  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


^^  <C=^  • 'Gi  •  ^^  ^^  ^^ 


SECURITY!    e^     LIBERAL  TERMS!     J^     PROFITABLE  RESULTS! 


GEO.  A.  MOORE,  President 
GEO.  W.  SCOTT,  Vice-President 
M.  R.  HIGGINS,  2d  Vice-President 
S.  M.  MARKS,  Secretary 
T.  L.  MILLER,  Assistant  Secretary 


€^^\ 


The  Only      •      • 
Pacific     Coast    Life    and    Ac- 
cident Company 

ORGANIZED    1868 


THE  PACIFIC  MUTUAL  LIFE 

INSURANCE  COMPANY 
LIFE  and  ACCIDENT  aod  HEALTH. 


PrOSPGSS  ill  every  branch  characterizes  the  Company's  affairs  for  1899.      It  was  indeed 
^  the  banner  year  in  an  respects.      As  compared  with  previous  years  it  shows 

more  insurance  written;  more  lives  insured;  a  greater  amount  added  to  the  volume  of  insurance  in  forced 
increase  in  surplus  ;  greater  gains  in  income,  and  in  assets — and  all  without  undue  pressure  in  any  direc- 
tion. This  growth  was  concurrent  with  the  broadening  of  its  field  of  operatious  and  the  introduction  of 
new  and  improved  plans  of  Life  and  Accident  insurance.  The  Company's  past  record,  its  present  facili- 
ties, the  aim  of  its  management  for  an  active  yet  conservative  course,  and  the  popularity  of  the  Company 
give  promise  of  a  future  productive  of  best  results  for  policyholders. 


Best  and  Safest  Legal  Organization 
^     J^     for  Policyliolders.     J*     J* 


Has  Paid  Over 
$10,000,000.00  Claims. 


LIFE  POLICIES.'  ENDOWMENT  BONDS! 

ACCIDENT  POLICIES! 


HEALTH  POLICIES! 
ANNUITIES! 


KIIiGARIF  &  BEAVER,  General  Agents  of  Life  Department  for  California,  Company's  Building,  S.  F. 
V.  W.  VOOGT,  Pac.  Coast  General  Agent  of  Accident  Department,  Company's  Building,  San  Francisco. 

ALBERT  J.  CAPRON,  General  Agent,  Marquam  Building,  Portland,  Or. 

FRANK  N.  McCANDLESS,  General  Agent,  Ellensburg,  Wash. 


SSSi§§i=§  COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  PEPAKTMEXT  ^^^^^'^ 

Union  Assurance  Society 

OF   LONDON     ^     Established  A.  D.  1714 

Subscribed  Capital,  $2,250,000.00  Gross  Assets,  $16,822,675  00 

Surplus  to  Policy  Holders,  $4,000,000.00 


La^u)  Union  &  Cro'wn  Insurance  Co. 

OF   LONDON     ^     Established  A.  D.  1844 

Subscribed  Capital,  $7,500,000.00  Gross  Assets,  $21,751,010.00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,  $2,800,000,00. 


CATTON,  BELL  &  CO.,  General  Agents. 

406-4W  California.  Street,  San  Francisco,  Cat. ■" 

Insurance  in  Force  ^     ^^.^  Assets 

$23  000,003.00  /^>'    \ \     T~)    TV  TT      w  $23,700,000.00 

"^X^V  Life  Insurance  Co.  ^Vn^ 

'  Of  New  York.  TV 

,^)  Persons  Desiring   Insurance  ON  THEIR   LIVES  will  best  serve  theiri@!^^ 

^  ^VcTv-^  °^"  interests  by  calling  in  person  on  the    managers  of    the  above  Re-  VrVr^"^ 
i©^  liable  Old  Company,   or  by  addressing  them   by   letter,    giving  age.  I  ©J 

W.  JACOBS  &  SON,  Managers. 

Rooms  19,  20,  22,   23,  24,  -         -  4th   Floor,    Mills  Building,  San   Francisco. 


PHENIX 


NSURANCE  COMPANY 

of  BrooklyTi,  N.  Y. 

CASH  CAPITAL,  $1,000,000 
^li.     Assets,  $5,822,876.17 

Losses  Paid,  over  $60,000,000.00 


Geo       1       mCllitldtOtt        StflfC    jRdCtlt        FOB  CALIFORNIA,  OREGON.  WASHINGTON  AND  BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

Office  415  MONTGOMERY  STREET,  San  Francisco 


^iS^:=Si§iS  COAST  RE  VIE  IV  AD  VER  TISING  DEPAR  TMENT  ^^&'^^^ 


London  Assurance.,. 

COTiPOTiATIOSNi        -----        ^Established  1720 

Invested   ir)  the  United  States,  $1,673,419.57 

Northern  Assurance... 

C0MTc4§N:Y         -        -    .    -        -        -  Established  1836 

Invested   in  the  United  States,  $2,675,760.88 

PACIFIC  COAST  DEPARTMENT m  GEORGE  F.  GRANT,  SManager 

221  Saosome   Street,  Sar)  prancisco 


PACIFIC  SURETY  COMPANY 


OF 
CALIFORNIA 

Paid=up  Capital,  $250,000  00        Surplus  as  to  Policyholders,  $295,000  00 

\^WGUMRMNTEE  JifjH    CMSUMLTY    SURETY    OM    BONDS... 

Bond*;  of  Suretyship  issued  on  behalf  of  persons  holdinir  positions  of  trust. 
We  also  act  as  surety  on  Bonds  required  in  Court  Proceedings. 

t^^STEJlM    BOILER    J^^^D   VLJITE    GLJtSS  INSURMMCE' "■ 

DIRECTORS:    Geo.  C.  Perkins,  James  Mofflt,  H.  S.  Crocker.    J.L.Moody,    Albert  Miller,    Wm.  Clift, 

H.  L.  Davi.s,    J.  L.  N.  Shepard. 

WALLACE  EVERSON,  Prcs.      JOHN  BERMINGHAM,  Vicc-Pres.     A.  P.  REDDING,  Secretary 
Head.  Office  326  Montgomery  St.,  S.  F.  '^^"Correspondence  solicited  with  responsible  agents 


ljg-:g;&S-:g;§-g;g-:&&g-:&&g-:g;gg;g-:f'g-:g-:©W  iffig;§;g;g-g-;&g-:gg'g&&gg-:&eg-:&:gg-:&@? 


t  AMERICAN...  l^m^'t  MERCANTILE  \ 

^       INSURANCE  COMPANY      W         %]^         ^  FIRE  AND  MARINE  INS.  CO.  J 

ifjl  or     BOSTOM.      Mess.         ORGANIZED     IBia  ^ ^  OF     BOSTON,  MASS.        O  RGA  N  iZ  E  D   1823  ^ 


*/  Capital         ♦        .        .        .      $400,000.00 

;!>    Assets      .        .         .        .        .    649,398.82 


Capital        ....       $300,000.00  \ 

Assets 636,743.53 

Surplus  to  Policyholders     .         444,077.48     |{j'    Surplus  to  Policyholders     .        452,077.59 

BAGGS  &  STOVEL,   General  Agents 

411  CALIFORNIA  STREET,  SAN   FRANCISCO. 

The  Fidelity  and  Casualty  Company  Ne«rVorK 

.-J     Assets,  June  30,   1900         .        $3,827,582.06    L 
■■"^     Surplus  to   Policyholders  1,036,372.01    ^ — 

IMOIir)  n  MPPi     FIDELITY— Bonds  of  suretyship  for  persons  in  positions  of  trust. 

Nn       KUNllI         CASUALTY— Accident,  Plate  Glass,  Steam  Boiler,  Emplogers' and  •         •         • 

il\>JUlvni\UL_,  Eleuator  Liability,  and  Burglary. 

Officers:— GEORGE  F.  SEWARD,  President;  ROBERT  J.  HILLAS,  Treas.  and  Sec'y;  HENRY  CROSSLY,    Asst.  Secretary 

„      _  PACIFIC  COAST  DEPARTMENT 

S.  C.  PARDEE,  Mutual   Life  Building, 

Manager  and  Attorney  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


The  Washington  Life  Insurance  Company, 


OF     NEW    YORK. 

W.  A.  BREWER,  President,  E.  S.  FRENCH,  Vice-Pres. 

ASSETS, $15,500,000.00 

PAID  TO  POLICYHOLDERS,     .     .   32,000,000.00 

I  ICS^  To  energetic  business  producers  a  No.   1 

AGENTS   "I  Territory     Especially  liijkkal  terms.   Every 

KiK  Ki-rrrn  I  I  facility  afforded  for  obtaining  business.    IN 

WANTED  1 J  g^yp^E  Bi(j  MONET.      Splendid  opportunl- 


85,  86,  87  and  88, 
Chronicle  BIdg., 
San  Francisco. 


I  ties  for  first-class  Insurance  men. 
Addraoi  at  once: 

HOWARD  PERRIN,  General  Manager 
^<  ^  State  of  California, 

C.  L.  FAY,  General  Agent,  WasHington  Bldg.,  PORTLAND,  Or. 


I   PE^  *         *         *         * 

Endowment^ 
and  Accident 
Insurance 
HE  JETNA  LIFE  Ins.  Co., 

Of  Hartford^  Conn.,  grants  Policies  con- 
taining' every  desirable  feature.  Refer- 
ence, its  numerous  patrons.  Address  the 
Company  for  Insurance  or  an  Agency. 


Largest   Company  in    the    World 

Writing  Life  and  Accident   Insurance 


H.  B.  Houghton,  Manager 

PACIFIC    COAST    AGENCY 
Safe  Deposit  Building,  San  Francisco,  Cal 


JOHN   H.  STEVENS,    Metropolitan  Agency 

Accident  Department. 


The  SBcUritu  TrUst  and  Life  Insurance  Go. 

Principal  office,  St.  James  BId'g,   New  York. 

ROB'T  E.  PATTISON,   President. 


CONDENSED  STATEIVIENT  DEC.  31st,    1899. 
ASSETS .    . 

LIABILITIES 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS 

INSURANCE  IN  FORCE 


$     1,255,269.03 

678,776.50 

576,492.53 

12,628,318.00 

DECREASE  IN  LOSS  RATIO 12  PER  CENT 

DECREASE  IN  EXPENSE  RATIO 8  PER  CENT 


ROB'T  O.  STEWART,  MgV  of  Agencies. 


SURETY  ON   BONDS. 

AMERICAN  SURETY  COMPANY  of  new  york. 

ME:SIiY    IJ.    /.VA/AA,    I'rasident. 

STATEMENT,   December  31,  1899. 

RESOURCES,  including  Capital,  $2,500,000.00  :  $5,207,985  21 

LIABILITIES,  including  Reserve,  $614,619.41  :  862,610  4-9 

lionds  is.tuedfor  Emjiloyes.  Administrators,  Guardians,  and  in  .Judicial  Proceedings 
SAN  FRANCISCO  IIOAIID .—SAMVUL.  G.  MUKPHY,  Resident  Vice-Pres.; 

l,evi  K.  Ellert,    James  li.  Stetson,      Adam  Grant,      Thos.  Brown,     Arthur 

Kodgers,      P.  N.  Lilienthal,      Henry  L.  Dodge.    James  K.  Kelly,     Kdward 

B.  Pond. 
JAMES   R.   GARNISS,  MANAGER,  |  OFFICE: 

C    A.  SHURTLEFF,  Res.  Asst.  Secy.      >      219   SANSOME  STREET, 
Geo.  L.  Seybolt,  Inspector  )  ^'^'*  FRANCISCO. 


iS^^iS^^^  COAST  REI'IEIV  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  &'^(^^&^ 

Pacific    Coast   Department 

FRANKLIN   FIRE  insurance  company 

of  Philadelphia.- Incorporated    1827. 

Surplus  to   Policyholders $3,081,288.96 

WILLIAMSBURGH   CITY   FIRE   '"^""^"c^oWany 

of  New  York. Incorporated   1853. 

Surplus  to  Policyholders $I,G27, 982.89 

'  °' T?i2d"    GLENS    FALLS    insurance  company 

of  New  York. Incorporated  1849. 

Surplus  to    Policyholders $3,261,061.06 

Undivided  profits  2,155,142.07 

EDWARD   E.  POTTER,   General   flanager 

322  Montgomery  St.,  San  Francisco 

....IV1ilN\^auk:ee     Aleehanics.... 

Incorporated  1852.         INSURANCE  COMPANY.         Milwaukee,  Wisconsin. 

CASH  ASSETS '. $2,568,997  00 

SURPLUS 1,682,719  00 

TOTAL  LOSSES  PAID 7,355,053  00 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT:  410  California  St.,  San  Francisco. 

L.   L.   BROMWELL,  Manager. 
fjn  MP     T  TPP  INSURANCE  COMPANY, 

tl  y^JfLJLJ        1^11     M-J  •  •  •  •  OF   NEW   YORK 

GEO.  E.  IDE,  President. 


Assets 111,348,859  12    I   Net  Surplus $  1,203,278  42 

Dividend  Endowment  Fund  .         626,713  00   |  Insurance  in  Force 49,258,697  00 

Liberal  contracts  and  good  territory  will  be  given  to  reputable  agents  who  can  show 
a  good  record. 

W.  H.  DUNPhiY  &  SON.  Managers, 

Offices,  in  The  Emporium.  Market  St..  San  FRANCisro.  Pat.. 
The  Capital $1,503, U(.0  00 

Uinilted  States        [''''''' 3,500,00000 

Surplus      1,750,000  00 


Ffldelity  aed  Qiuaraiinity 


^ .     -  .JOHN   H.    ROBERTSON,) 

HOME   OFFICE:  I   PAUL   M.   NIPPERT,            \    '^a"ae«'"S. 
South-West   Corner  Calucrt  &  German  Streets 

BALTIMORE,  M.  D.  STATE  OFFICE     216  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco 


i^  i^  ^  1:^  ^  ic=^ 


COAST  REVIEW  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT 


Capital  and  Accumulations, 


$2,482,426.00 


GERMANY. 


THAMES  I  MERSEY 

Marine    Insurance    Company,    Limited, 
Of  Liverpool,  London  and  Manchester. 


CAPITAL  SUBSCItlBED  ....    $10,000,000 

Capital  Paid  Up $1,000,000 

Reserve  Fund,  in  addition  to  capital  .   .     2,250,000 


WM.  CREER  HARRISON, 


Manager 
305  California  Street 


San  Francisco 


Sub- Agencies  at  all  the  principal  Pacific  Coast 
ports  and  at  Honolulu 


BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN 

Marine   Insurance    Company,  Limited. 
Of  Liverpool. 


Capital  Subscribed $6,700,000  Gold 

Capital  Paid  Up 1,340,000  Gold 

Reserve  Fund,  in  addition  to  Capital, 

$3,000,000 

BALFOUR,  GUTHRIE  S  CO. 

General  Agents 
316  California  Street,  San  Francisco. 


A.  II.  Small,  Manager. 


Employers    Liability 


(limited) 
ASSURANCE    CORPORATION,   OF   LONDON.    ENGLAND 

Head  Office  for  U.  S.,  71    Kilby  Street,   Boston,   Mass. 


MPPLETOM  .*.  DJIAIM,  Managers  and  attorneys  for  the  United  States. 


ACCIDENT  POLICIES  of  all  kinds  at  very  Low  Races.  Employers'  Liability  Policies,  indomnifying  Employers 
again.st,  claims  for  Accidents  to  Emi)loyees.  Individual,  Kidelitv  P>onds  and  Accident  Policies.  Workmen's  Benefit 
Polieiea.    Vehicle  Insurance.    General  Liability  Policies  on  Building?     Elevator  Insurance. 

CHAS.  J.  OKELL  &  CO.,  General  Agents 

40f  California  Street  :  =  ::  =  :!::  San  Francisco,  Cat. 

THE  MUTAL   BENEFIT 


LIFE  INSURANCE  CO. 


MMZI  DODD,  President  "'^ 

ASSETS  {Market  Value)  Jan.  1,    1900  .      -      . 

LIABILITIES,  N.  J.   and  N.    Y.  STANDARD 

SURPLUS  ....... 

The  New    Policy    ContraiUs  of    the    MUTUJiL  BENEFIT    contain   Special   and    Peculiar 
Advantages  which  are  not  combined  in  the  Policies  of  any  other  Company. 


JHEIU.ARK,  N.  J. 

$70,466,400.46 

64,840,707.24 

5,625,693.22 


JAMES  MUNSELL,  Jr.,  Manager 


503  California   Street,  (cor. 


MONTGOMERV 


San    Francisco.  Gal. 


^^^iS^^  COAS-J-  REVIEU'-  ADl'EKTIS/NG  DEPARTMENT  ^S^S^^&S' 


cS 


VCCl    ^"S"r<^"ce  Co.  J.    J.    J.    J. 


American  J'ire 


Insurance  Co. 

of  Philadeiphia.       #        9 


^^ricultural 


Insurance  Co. 


Watertown,  N.   Y.  #       # 


C^^£»  Delaware 


Insurance  Co. 


of  Philadelphia. 


EDWARD   BROWN  &  SONS, 


General  Agents  Pacific  Coast  Department. 


Total  Assets  Represented,  Over  Fourteen  and  a  Half  Millions. 


UN 


INSURANCE 
OFFICE 


OF     LvONDON 


189  Years  of  Active  BusinCvSS 

Oldest  Purely  FIRE  INSURANCE 
Office  in  the  World — ^ 


Cash  Assets, 
Net  Surplus, 


$11,500,000 
6,400,000 


Pacific  Department  215  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


WiNFiELD  S   Davis,        J.  B.  F.  DA  VIS  dc  SOIS,    Getll  AffCtltS, 

Burt  L.  Davis, 
Carl  a.  Hrnrv. 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT  Embraces:     California,  Nevada,  Utah,  Arizona,  Oregon, 
Washington,   Idaho,   Montana,   Hawaiian  Islands,  and  Alaska. 


i 


The  IMPERIAL    ^  ^  di 

Insurance  Company,  Lfd, 


The  LIOH  FIRE  ^  dt  ^ 

Insurance  Company,  Lfd. 


Established  A.   D.  1879. 


I  ^^     Insurance   ComoanM.  Led,  i 

p  OF    LONDON.  I 

I  Instituted   A.   D.   1803.  | 

i  GASH  ASSETS,       ....       $9,362,920.00  I 

P  •                                                                             .  f 

i  "Forty-one  Years  in  Business  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  i 

I  ■  i 

•  •  •  I 


OF   LONDON.  "  I 


I  GftSfi  ASSETS,  .       .       .       $1,108,095.00  ^ 

I  PACIFIC  BRANCHES:     205  and  207  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


WM.  J,  LANDERS,  Resident  Manager,  i 


The  Connecticut  Mutual 

Life  Insurance  Company. 


I846-1900 

i  ~ P 

I  In  the  fifty-four   years  of  its  work    almost    98  per  cent,  of  the    | 

I  premiums  paid  by  policyholders  have  been  paid  over  to  their  benefici- 
I  aries  or  returned  to  them.  What  has  been  so  returned  and  what  is 
i  held  for  the  protection  of  present  policyholders  as  net  or  ledger  assets 
p  aggregates  $263,502,899.67:  127.57  percent,  of  the  total  premiums 
I  received. 

I  These    results    have  been  accomplished  at  an  average  expense    | 

^  rate  of  only  8.9  per  cent. 

It   is  an   unmatched'record ;  and  The  Connecticut  Mutual 

is  as  thoroughly  prepared  for  the  good  work  of  the  future  as   it  has  at    p 

p  at  any  time  been  for  that  of  its  unequaled  past.  I 

I  Jacob  L.  Greene,  President.  Herbert  H.  White,  Sec'y     ^■ 

I  John  M.  Taylor,  Vice-Pres't.  Daniel  H.  Wells,  Actuary.    I 

i  . f 

i  A.»    is:,    r*.   M^^I«JVIO:iV,  I3istriot  Sx:it»»t:  j 

^  I 

Pacific  Coast  Ag-encies  i 

f  i 

i 


Mills  Building,  San  Francisco. 


FIREMANS  FUND 

INSURANCE  COMPANY 

I^^IREJ  HOME  OFFICE:  J^XAIRIK^EJ 

Gompanu's  Building,  Sansome  and  California  Streets 
SAN  FRANCISCO 

Capital,  $1,000,000  00 

Surplus,  2,312,720  64 

Assets,  3,884,38i  08 

Officers 

WII.LIAM  J.  BUTTON, 

PRESIDENT. 

BERNARD  FAYMONVIU.E,  J.  B.  LEVISON, 

VICE-PRESIDENT.  2D  V.-PRESIDENT  AND  MARINE  SEC'Y. 

LOUIS  WEINMANN,  F.  W.  LOUGEE, 

SECRETARY.  TREASURER. 

vSTEPHEN  D.  IVES, 

GENERAL  AGENT. 


MARSHALL  &  McELHONE,  managers, 
153  and  155  La  Salle  Street,  Chicago,  111. 


CHAS.  W.  KELLOGG,  manager. 

A.  K.  Simpson,  ass't  manager, 

Mason  Building,  Boston,|Mass. 

EDGAR  S.  WILSON,  Manager 
Macon,     :     Georgia. 


JOSEPH  HADLEY,  Manager 
72  Beaver  Street,         :         New  York. 


7r 


